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FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1842. 

KING'S    COLLEGE    HOSPITAL  affected  the  number  and  proportion  of 

iippoPT  T?OR  i«4i .  ^^  patiente,  is  that  caused  by  the  ap- 

REPORT  FOR  1841 ;  pointment  of  Dr.  Arthur  Farre  to  the 

}¥%th  Remarks,  care  of  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 

BtWilliam  Augustus  Guy,  M.B.  Cantab.  Clnldren.                              *  ^  j    .^      -it 

From  what  has  been  stated,  it  will 

College  Huspitai.  80  complete  as  mi^ht  be  wished,  and 

(Fbr  Ihe  Medical  Guttle.J  »'"''  'J  '^J'py'' «"  ^Perf*^'  idea  of  the 

^                                     '^  prevalent  diseases  of  the  poorer  classes 

m  one  of  the  most  crowded  parts  of 

In  the  Medical  Gazette,  Feb.  19lh,  the  metropolis.  The  proportionate  fre- 

1841.  an  analysis  was  given  of  4250  quency  of  those  diseases  which  are  not 

cases  registered  in  the  iJooks  of  the  sufficiently  severe  to  be  admitted  into 

King's  College  Hospital   during   the  the  wards  of  an  hospital,  or  which  arc 

previous  year!    The  period  embraced  excluded  by  the  rules  of  the  establish- 

fn    that   report  was   less    than    nine  »nent    is,  however,    faithfully    reprc- 

months,  as  the  hospital  was  not  opened  sented;   and,  as  for  as  thw  class  of 

for  the  reception  of  patients  till  April  patients  is  concerned,  it  is  hoped  that 

15th,  1840.    The  present  report  is  for  the  rejjort  will  supply  some  useful  in- 

the  entire  year  1841.  formation^. 

The  number  of  registered  cases  ex-  Anafyns  of  8029  Registered  Cases  of 

ceeds  8000,  which  is  probably  about  Disease,  treated  at  the  King's  College 

2000  short  of  the  entire  number  treated  Hospital^  during  the  year  1841. 

at  the  hospital  during  1841,  exclusive  of  j^^le,   ^^^^  Tot. 

casualties ;  of  which  number,  under  a  Febrla  contixiiiE      .        .      12      15      27 

complete  system  of  registration,  by  &r    intermitteDi  ..325 

the  majority  niight  have  been  entered    ephemera      .        .      II      14      25 

upon  the  books.  The  cases  omitted  from    dentitionis  .19        8      27 

the  report  are  almost  exclusively  in-    infantum  remittena       69      69    138 

Eatiento ;  and  of  these  the  larger  num-  Catarrhua              .        .      70    122    192 
er  are  physicians*  cases,  the  urgent  Catarrhna  epidemkaia,  in- 
cases admitted  under  the  care  of  the  flucnja       .       *        •      ;2      t^      «^ 
surgeons  having  been  carefully  regis-  Pertosaia        .        .        .      28      35      63 


Unfor 
tal  haa 


tered  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  ^  ,  ^  ^       ^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^„t 

Ofthe  medical  and  surgical  out-patients  reg^isterinf^  tbe  in-patienta  of  the  hocpit 

a  very  small  number  have  been  omitted,  j«»t  been  adopted;, ao  that  there  is  every  reaaon 

•  *•         u'  a c  ^^»««  .u^..4>  .»k;<.u  to  expect  a  more  fhll  report  for  the  present  year, 

consisting  chiefly  of  cases  about  which  ,„^  a^plete  account  of  all  the  caaes  treated  at 

some  doubt  existed  at  the  time  of  their  tbe  hoepiUl  doring  the  year  184S.    I  may  men. 

m>-coi     '"       --«^   ~ 


first  application,  the  name  of  the  ^-  »^-ii?^i.'^;  SJS^Si'S'e^.iSU^^ 

case    not    having   been   suiisequently  motin^  an  improved  and  uniform  syBtem  of  rwit- 

entered  tration  in  the  hospitals  of  London ;  and  that  their 

The  only  chan«  in  the  medical  staff  B;S?:^*;±?^1^3J;''«3SS1faSi 

dunng  the  year  1841,  which  m^y  have  of  many  of  thow  instltutmna. 

774.~xxxi.  B 
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Variola 

Varicella 

Rubeola 


seqaelae 


Scarlatina 

— ^—  seqadft  . 

Eryripelaa 

Struma  . 

Cachexia 

MoUities  oarinm 

Debilitas 

Parpura  .^ 

Plethora 

Podagra 

Anasarca 

Ascites 

CEdema 

Muscular  Rheumatism 
Pleurodynia 
Articular  Rheumatism 

Epilepsy 

Chorea 

Hysteria  ' 

Hydrophobia 

Conyulsions    . 

Syncope 

Delirium  tremens    . 

Drunkenness 

Impediment  in  speech 

Diseases  of  the  iipine 

Hemiplegia 

PuralyBis 

agitans 
Wasting  of  the  muscles 
Weakness  of  the  limbs 

Neuralgia 
Hemicrania 

Sciatica 

Pain  in  the  feet 

Melancholia 
Imbeeillitas 

Dementia 
Spectral  illusions 
Ijoss  of  memory 

Determination  of  blood  to 

thehead 
Apoplexy 
Vertigo 
Cephalaea 
Hydrocephalus 
Disease  of  bnun 

Cynanche  tonsillaris 
TonsUlitis 
Relaxed  nvula 
Laryngitis,  aonte  &ehronie 
Cyiumdie  trachealis 
Cynandie  parotidea 
Broncshocew 
tJloer  oftoDgiie 


Male*    Fem* 
7        6 


6 
5 
3 
6 
2 
10 

53 
1 
7 

15 
6 
0 

38 

2 
0 
1 


16 
5 
0 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

14 

3 
5 
9 
0 
2 
3 

6 
1 

3 
3 

4 
2 

1 
1 
0 


5 
10 
0 
8 
4 
21 

51 
4 
4 

20 
1 
5 

12 

12 

7 

4 


171  142 
36  73 
40      32 


11 
8 

25 
0 
3 
1 
2 
2 
3 

4 
2 
6 
1 
0 
12 

26 

4 

0 
3 

6 
6 

0 
0 
1 


11  8 

2  0 
7  .  43 

45  111 

3  4 
2  1 


19 
11 
0 
4 
I 
3 
1 
2 


DiMMes  of  the  nltrary  glands  2 


24 
25 
2 
4 
0 
10 
3 
2 
0 


Tot. 
13 
13 
15 

3 
14 

6 
31 

104 

5 

11 

35 

7 

5 

50 

14 

7 
5 

313 

109 

72 

27 

13 

25 

1 

4 

2 

4 

4 

17 

7 
7 

15 
1 
2 

15 

32 
5 

3 
6 

10 
8 

1 
1 
1 


19 

2 

20 

156 

7 

3 

43 

36 

2 

8 

1 

13 

4 
4 
8 


of  the  pharynx 
—  larynx 


Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pieuritis 

Dyspnoea 

Tnssis    . 

Asthma 

Phtiiisis 

Hemoptysis 

Emphysema   . 

Diseases  of  the  heart 
Hypertrophy 
Palpitation 
Aneurism  of  the  aorta 
arteries 


Dyspepsia 

Gastritis  mucosa     . 

Gastrodynia    > 

Hematemesis 

Organic  disease  of  stomach 

Gastro-enteritis  mucosa 

Diarrhoea 

Melaena 

Tabes  mesenterica 

Dysentery 

Constipation 

Colic     . 

Colica  pictonum 

Tormina 

Hemorrhoids 

Prolapsus  ani 

Stricture  of  the  rectum 

Peritonitis 

Verminatio     . 
Ascarides 
Taenia    . 
Lumbrid        • 

Diseases  of  liver 
Icterus  •        . 

Diseases  of  the  kidney 
Hematuria     . 
Diabetes 

Cystitis 

Irritable  bladder 

Dysnria 

Incontinence  of  urine 

Retention  of  urine  . 

Calculus 

Gravel 

Syphilis 
Gonorrhoea    . 
Bubo     . 
Swelled  testicle 
Excoriations 
Condylomata 
Hydrocele 
Varicocele 
Stricture        •        • 
Other   diseases   of   male 
organs  of  generation    . 


Male.  Fern. 

0  1 

1  0 

122  253 

9  1 


2 

2 

35 

1 


1 

4 
54 

4 


237     122 

10       17 

7        2 


12 
3 
6 
1 
1 


10 
3 
6 
0 
1 


60    213 
13      69 


1 

4 
1 
7 
82 
2 
2 
2 


6 
8 
0 
26 
96 
6 
0 
3 


71     252 


1 
10 

4 
10 

6 

0 

I 

4 

20 

6 

I 

2 
5 


0 
.  0 

5 
16 

I 

1 

0 

1 

38 

10 

6 

1 
4 


4        0 

0  1 

1  0 


2 

4 
5 
I 
1 
1 
0 


1 
0 
4 
9 
0 
0 
3 


105      79 
230    147 

64  23 

65  — 
25 
11 

9 

3 

21 


4 
10 
0 
0 
0 


51 


Tot 

1 
1 

375 

10 

3 

6 

89 

5 

359 

27 

9 

22 
6 

12 
1 
2 

273 

82 
7 

12 
1 

33 
178 
8 
2 
5 
323 
1 

10 
9 

26 
7 
1 

I 

5 

58 
16 

7 

3 

9 

4 
1 
1 

3 
4 
9 
10 
1 
1 
3 

184 

377 

87 

65 

29 

21 

9 

3 

21 

51 
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Secondarj  tjphiilia  . 

Periostitis 

of  bone 

—  teeth  and  gums 
joints     . 

Diseases  of  the  eye  and  its 
appendages 


nose 


Skin  diseases  (unnamed) 

Strophulus 

Lichen 

Prurigo 

Lepra  vulgaris 

syphiUcica     . 

I^oriasis         tr        • 
Pityriasis 

Urticaria 
Roseola 
Erythema       . 
•  nodosum 

Pemphigus     •  *  .  . 

Impetigo 

Porrigo  • 

Ecthyma        •         • 
Scabies 

Herpes 
Rupia    . 

'-  syphilitica 

Eczema  • 

AphthK 

Acne     •        .        • 
Lupus   . 

Nevus  .      ■  . 

Phlegmon      •        •• 

Abscess 

Anthrax 

Ulcers  of  the  leg    . 

— —  other  parts 

Fistula  in  ano 

———in  perineo 

Varicose  veins 
Tumors 

Malignant  tumors 
Glandular  enlargements 
Enlarged    and    inflamed 

buraae 
Hernia 
Malfiumations 

Wounds 

Bums  and  scalds 
Contusions  and  qprains 
Concussion     . 
Dislocations   . 
Fractures 
Other  accidents 
Attempts  at  suicide 


Male.    Fem> 
48      43 


12 

11 

9 

61 

78 

12 

8 

38 
0 
4 
3 

3 
9 
6 
0 

13 
3 
3 
1 


2 

61 

3 

109 

10 
1 
0 

11 
9 

2 
1 

1 

60 

57 

8 


7 
1 

4 

12 

3 

17 

16 
26 
12 

78 
35 


6 
76 

4 


9 

4 

11 

55 

84 
10 

4 

43 
1 

11 
4 

19 

13 

11 

2 

14 
0 

4 
3 


1 

76 

2 

87 

16 

3 

5 

17 

19 

6 
2 

3 

67 
59 
14 


135     128 
61       56 


10 
0 

10 

20 

7 

19 

31 

7 

16 

46 
29 


225     174 
6        2 


7 

39 

3 


Tot. 
91 

21 

15 

20 

116 

162 
22 
12 

81 

1 

15 

7 

22 

22 

17 

2 

27 
3 
7 

4 


3 
136 

5 
196 

26 

4 

5 

28 

28 

8 
3 


127 
116 

22 
263 
117 

17 
1 

14 
32 
10 
36 

47 
33 
28 

124 

64 

399 

8 

13 

115 

7 

16 


.  DUeatei  qfFemalei, 

Anttmia,  chlorosis 

Hyperlactatio,  mimosis  inquieta 

Amenorrhoea 

Irregular  menstruation 

Dysmenorrhoea 

Menorrhagia 

Leucorrhoca  ... 

Purulent  discharge  fh>m  the  vagina 

of  children 
Pr^piancy      • 
Abortus 

Diseases  of  the  vagina 
Prolapsus  uteri 
Organic  diseases  of  uterus 
Diseases  of  the  mammae 
Ovarian  dropsy 
Change  of  life 
Puerperal  fever 


Otneral  AMraet 
Hale. 


Febrile  affections 
Contagious    exanthemata 
Hooping-cough 
Struma,  gout,  &e    • 
Dropsies 

Rheumatic  affections 
Convulsive  diseases,  &c 
Paralytic  affections 
Neuralgic  affections 
Mental  disorders     . 
Diseases  of  the  brain      "^ 
throat,  la 


rynx,  &e. 


arteries 


lungs 
heart  and 

• 

stomach 
-intestines, 


including  worms 

—  abdominal 


cavity 


liver 
urinary  OF 


gans  . 
Venereal 
Other  diseases   of    male 

organs  of  genemtion 
Diseues  of  bones,  joints 

teeth,  &c. 

^ —  the  organs  of 


Skin  diseases 
Inflammation  and  its  con 

sequences  • 
Tumors,  &c. 
Accidents    and    external 

injuries 
Attempts  at  suicide 
of  females 


290 
41 
28 

120 
3 

247 
42 
22 
13 
8 
70 

44 

425 

23 
79 


1 
7 

19 
500 

84 

93 

98 
293 

329 
90 

430 


0 
5 


27 
35 
87 
5 
7 
64- 
70 

9 
9 
4 
2 

30 
6 

12 
1 

13 
I 


Fern*  Tot* 

410  700 

54  95 
35  63 
97  217 
23  26 

247  494 

55  97 
25  47 
33  46 
13  21 

137  207 

71  115 

458  883 

20  43 

296  375 


228    461    689 


1 

12 


18  37 

263  763 

0  84 

79  172 

98  196 

362  655 

334  663 

110  200 

300  730 

16 

382  382 


Total,  3627  4386  8029 
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Remarks.  peared  on  one  day  and  disappeared  on 

Catarrkut  Epidemicus,  Influenza.—  the  next,  but  without  being  followed  by 

This  disease  was  extremely  prevalent  a  single  bad  symptom.    On  the  day 

during  the  months  of  February,  March,  l^^fore  the  eruption,  the  pulse,  in  the 

and  April.    Extreme  debility,  accom-  recumbent  posture,  was  120;  on  the 

panied  in  most  cases  by  languor  and  day  of  the  eruption,  and  m  the  same 

mental  depression,  was  superadded  to  posture,  116;  on  the  following  day  59; 

the  ordinary  symptoms  of  catarrh,  and  »nd  on  the  two  succeeding  days  55.    It 

in  many  instances,  more  especially  in  rose  to  102 on  the  seventh  day;  and  in 

aged  persons,  this  symptom  of  debility  1^«  than  a  week  from  that  time  the 

was  tne  only  one  present.     In  a  few  ^7  was  admitted  into  the    hospital 

cases  a  papular  eruption  appeared  on  labouring  under  anasarca.    This  low 

the  skin,  and  minute  ulcers  formed,  frequency  of  the  pulse  is,  I  believe,  an 

which  healed  with  difficulty.     In  addi-  unusual  symptom  at  so  eariy  a  stage 

tion  to  these  cases  of  influenza,  a  large  of  the  disease.    Th«  number  of  the 

number  of  cases  of  common  catarrh  pnlse  in  health,  as  afterwards  ascer- 

are  reported.  tained,  was  about  82. 

As    the    date    of    the    commence-  Struma, — The  greater  number   of 

ment  of  the  attack  of  influenza  was  c^ses  entered  under  this  head,  in  this 

carefully  ascertained  and  noted  down  ^^^  iu  the  former  report,  were  cases  of 

in  all   the   cases  which  came  under  enlarged   cervical    glands.     Cases   of 

my  notice,  it  may  be  interesting  to  strumous  ophthalmia  are  entered  under 

show   the  period  at   which   the   epi-  the  head  of  diseases  of  the  eye;  and 

demic  attauied  its  greatest  intensity,  other  scrofulous  aflfections  as  diseases  of 

The  first  case  recorded  began  on  the  the  organs  implicated. 

8th  of  February,  and  the  last  on  the  Porfai/ra.— Some  cases,  entered  un- 

25th  of  April :    the  greatest  number  ^er  the  head  of  articular  rheumatism, 

entered,  as  beginning  on  any  one  day,  belong  perhaps  more  properly  to  this 

was  on  the  12Ui  and  15th  of  February,  nead.  .                                   . 

on  each  of  which  days  eleven  cases  .  Aseitet* — One  case  of  ascites,  occmr- 

were  recorded.  The  numbers  occurring  ™g  in  a  female,  is  recorded  as  having 

in  each  week,  from  February  8th  to  come  on  immediately  after  a  journey, 

April  25th,  inclusive,  are  as  follows:—  during  which  she  had  to  retain  her 

urine  rather  more  than  fifteen  hours. 


Feb.       8  to    Feb. 

14  iDclnsive 

37 

15 

21 

35 

22        •« 

28 

38 

March    1  to  March 

I    7 

35 

8 

14 

20 

15        " 

21 

10 

22        " 

28 

7 

29  to  April 

4 

12 

April      5        •• 

U 

5 

12       " 

18 

5 

19        «' 

25 

8 

From  that  time  she  made  but  little 
water,  and  began  at  once  to  swell.    At 
the  time  of  application  there  was  dis- 
tinct fluctuation.    Her  general  health 
was  good.  The  patient  was  lost  sight  of. 
Pleurodynia.  —  Many  cases  of  this 
form  of  muscular  pain,  which  have 
presented  themselyes  among  the  out- 
patients, were  mistaken  for  pleorisy, 
and   treated   by  blood-letting.     This 
It  appears,  then,  that  the  influenza    error  has  been  committed  from  want 
continued  without   alwtement  durine    of  attention,  or  from  ignorance  of  diag- 
the  three  last  weeks  of  February  and    nosis. 

the  first  week  of  March,  that  it  subsided  The  absence  of  dulness  on  per- 
considerably  during  the  following  week,  cussion,  the  effect  of  motion  ana  of 
and  that  it  progressively  declined  till  slight  percussion  with  the  points  of 
the  end  of  April.  the  finders  in  increasing  or  reproducing 

The  milder  cases  were  treated  by  the  pain,  and  the  absence  of  all  urgent 
Dover's  i>owder,  in  the  dose  of  ten  constitutional  symptoms,  serve  to  dis- 
grains  every  night,  with  occasional  tinguish  this  comparatively  unimpor- 
aperients ;  the  more  severe  ones  by  tant  aflfection  from  the  severe  disease 
stimulants  and  narcotics  in  combina-  with  which  it  is  too  often  confounded, 
tion.  Under  the  head  of  Pleurodynia  are  in- 

SearUtinm, — One case,which  occurred  eluded  some  cases  of  muscular  pain  in 
in  aboyof8ixteen,was  the  mildest  which  the  abdomen,  a  form  of  disease  occa- 
I  have  yet  witnessed.  The  eruption  ap-    sionaily  confounded  with  peritonitis. 
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&8  pleurodynia  with  pleurisy.  The  of  the  alimeQtary  canal,  uterus,  and 
diagnosis,  tnough  simple,  requires  more  urinary  organs.  Attention  to  this  class 
caution  than  where  the  seat  of  the  of  diseases  will  amply  repay  the  prac- 
pain  is  over  some  resisting  part.    Gra^    titioner. 

dual  and  cautiously  increased  pressure  The  treatment  must  be  adapted  to 
either  relieves,  or  does  not  increase,  the  the  compound  nature  of  the  malady, 
pain ;  whilst  the  slightest  percussion  '  The  muscular  pain,  where  it  is  ez- 
with  the  points  of  the  fingers  repro-  tensive,  may  be  relieved  by  opiate 
duces  the  pain,  and  often  occasions  the  fomentations  ;  when  confined  to  a 
most  excruciating  agony.  The  pain  is  limited  spot,  by  the  emplastrum  bella- 
also  increased  or  reproduced  by  mo-  donne:  the  spinal  tenderness  may  be 
tion.  There  is  one  circumstance  which  subdued  by  leeches  and  the  tartnr- 
is  apt  to  mislead  us  in  {^plying  pres-  emetic  ointment ;  and  the  cause  of  the 
aure,  and  that  is,  that  whilsj  the  nand  disease  by  careful  attention  to  the  state 
is  still  upon  the  abdomen,  some  sudden  of  the  organ  originall^^  affected, 
and  catching  effort  of  respiration  takes  This  class  of  affections  is  not  gene- 
place,  and,  by  throwing  the  muscles  rally  understood,  nor  is  the  simple  mode 
into  action,  produces  pain,  which  an  of  diagnosis  here  pointed  out  generally 
inattentive  observer  might  attribute  to  practised.  Had  it  been  generally  known 
the  pressure.  In  applying  pressure,  and  used,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  watch  the  that  we  should  never  have  had  such  an 
respiratory  movements,  and  to  continue  unphilosophical  term  as  '*  false  peri- 
the  pressure  till  the  respiration  becomes  tonitis"  added  to  our  medical  nomen- 
perfectly  tranquil.  Here,  as  in  pleu-  clature.  I  would  hazard  the  ^opinion 
rodynia,  the  absence  of  severe  consti-  that  false  peritonitis  is  nothing  more 
tutional  symptoms  will  materially  assist  or  less  than  severe  muscular  pain, 
our  diagnosis.  which  is  very  likely  to  arise  after  the 

The  connection  of  an  irritable  state  violent  exertions  to  which  the  ab- 
of  spinal  marrow  with  these  muscular  dominal  muscles  are  subject  during 
pains  is  very  general ;  and  percus-  deliveiy ;  and  the  fact  that  these  pains 
sion  over  the  spinal  processes  will  often  disappear  under  the  administra- 
generally  produce,  or  increase,  the  tion  of  a  luil  dose  of  opium  adds  con- 
pain  in  the  muscles  supplied  by  nerves  firmation  to  this  opinion, 
mm  the  part  whica  is  struck.  Thouj?h  the  diagnosis  of  muscular 
In  some  instances,  on  striking  the  pains  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  offers 
SjMnous  processes  of  the  several  parts  no  difRcuUy  provided  the  examination 
of  the  canal,  from  above  downwards,  be  made  witn  the  ordinary  care,  and 
severe  and  sudden  muscular  pains  have  though  the  treatment  is  as  simple  as  the 
been  produced  in  the  neck,  chest,  and  diagnosis,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
abdomen,  successively.  These  pains  severe  muscular  pains  of  these  parts 
are  generally,  but  not  always,  confined  may  be  the  accompaniments  or  fore- 
to  one  side.  runners  of  other  more  serious  affec- 

These  muscular  pains,  and  the  ac-  tions.  Muscular  pain  in  the  side  may 
companying  spinal  tenderness,  are  the  be  the  consequence  of  violent  efforts  at 
last  ana  middle  links  of  a  chain  of  coughing,  or  the  forerunner  of  heipes 
causes  and  effects,  of  which  the  first  zoster,  as  well  as  an  idiopathic  affec- 
link  is  usually  found  in  irritation  tion;  or  it  may  precede,  or  be  mixed 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  some  up  with,  pleuritis.  Pain  of  the  ab- 
of  the  outlets  of  the  body ;  as  the  mu-  dominal  muscles,  again,  may  arise  from 
cous  membrane  of  the  large  intestines,  violent  efforts  to  vomit,  or  from  ex- 
of  the  bladder,  or  of  the  vagina.  The  treme  distension  of  an^  part  of  the 
sequence  may  be  thus  stated: — irrita-  abdominal  parietes  with  flatus,  or 
tion  of  one  of  the  mucous  membranes,  from  repeated  efforts  to  evacuate  the 
spinsJ  irritation,  reflected  muscular  bowels,  or  from  similar  efforts  during 
pain.    The  frequency  of  this  combina^    parturition^ 

tion  should  always  lead  the  practi-  In  all  cases,  then,  it  is  necessary 
tioner  to  examine  the  spine  when  not  merely  to  ascertain  the  nature  of 
severe  muscular  pains  of  the  chest  or  the  pain,  but  to  inquire  into  its  ante- 
abdomen  exist ;  and,  whether  spinal  ir-  cedents  and  accompaniments.  The 
ritation  be  present  or  not,  to  inquire  treatment  will  then  present  little  or 
minutely  into  the  state  of  the  functions    no  difllculty. 
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Articular  rheumatum.'^ln  the  case  TonsiUitis,  —  CjnAanche   tonsillara 

of  a  man,  ased  40,  who  had  had  re-  and  tonsillitis  are  here  distinguished, 

peated  attacKs    of  the   disease,  each  Cvnanche  tonsillaris  is  a  severe  febrile 

attack  was  preceded  by  a  discharge  affection  with  a  local   inflammation; 

from  the  urethra  resembling  that  of  whereas    common     inflammation    has 

fonorrhoea.    There  was  no  reason  to  nothing  of  a  febrile  character,  but  is  a 

elieve  that  the  patient  had  had  re-  simple  local  complaint.     Under  this 

peated  attacks  of  true  gonorrhoea.  term  the  relaxed  sore-throat  is  included, 

CAored.— One  case  of  this  disease,  as  also  those  cases  which  cannot  be 

occurring  among  the  out-patients,  was  distinctly  traced  to  a  syphilitic  source, 

cured  by  simple  purgatives  alone.  Bronchitis. — ^Two  cases  of  bronchitis 

Par<i/y<t«.— One  case  of  paralysis  of  senilis  occurred  in  men  who  had  passed 

the  facial  nerve  of  the  left  side,  occur-  their  ninetieth  vear.     One  of  tne  two 

ring  in  a   male,  aged  25,  first  seen  stated  tha|  for  the  last  seventy  years  he 

November  16,  was  discharged,  cured,  had  taken  neither  beer  nor  spirits,  and 

December  2,  after  abstraction  of  blood  had  lived  constantly  in  London  without 

by  cupping  to  the  back  of  the  neck  to  a  single  interruption  of  his  health.    His 

the  extent  ofjxiv.,  followed  by  bleeding  emplovment  was  that  of  an  heraldic 

from  the  arm  to  the  same  amount,  and  draughtsman  and  engraver :    he  had 

B  blister  behind  the  ear.    The  only  had  two  wives,  and  twenty-two  children, 

medicines  given  were  simple  aperients.  Phthitit. — The  report  confirms  the 

The  paralysis  was  succeeded  by  an  her-  statement  of  last  year  as  to  the  excess 

petic  eruption  over  the  entire  surface,  of  males  afllicted  by  this  disease.    One 

Melancholia, — One  case  of   melan-  case  illustrates  the   necessity  of   not 

cholia  presented  a  character  which  is  trusting  to  the  senses  where  an  accurate 

not     uncommon,    and   which,    when  measurement  can  be  made.    A  lad,  aet. 

heightened  and  confirmed,  constitutes  20,  received  a  stab  on  the  right  side  of 

a  form  of  moral  mania.    The  patient,  the  chest,    followed  by  consolidation 

a  married  woman,  eet.  45,  in  conse-  of  the  lung  of  that  side.    The  appear- 

^uence  of  anxiety  of  mind,  had  fallen  ance  of  the  chest  was  remarkably  de- 

into  a  state  of  extreme  depression  of  ceptive:  the  right  side  appearing  the 

spirits,  accompanied  by  constant  ap-  larger,  but  being  in  reality  the  simdler 

prehension.    She  stated  that  whatever  by  naif  an  inch, 

crime  she  heard  of,  or  read  of,  she  felt  Asthma, — In  one  case  of  spasmodic 

a  strong  temptation  to  commit,  accom-  asthma  there  was  considerable  tender- 

panied  by  an  equally  strong  fear  of  ness  in  the  upper  part  of  the  dorsal 

.  committing  it ;  and  that  it  was  impos-  vertebr®,  and  tne  fits  were  preceded 

sible  to  state  the  dreadful  things  that  by    a    de^^ree  of  flatulence   unusual 

entered  into  her  mind.  She  added,  that  even  in  this  disease, 

anj^  violence,  of  tongue  or  hand,  to  her  Palpitation. — In  one  case  the  palpi* 

children,  or  any  one  about  her,  would  tation  followed  an  attack  of  eout :  there 

be  a  great  relief  to  her,  and  that  she  was  no  bruit  The  pulse  in  tne  erect  po- 

had  the  greatest  difiiculty  in  restraining  sition  was  1 50,  sitting  1 46,  and  lying  140 : 

herself.    The  patient  gradually  reco-  respirations  lying,  29.    In  another  case 

vered  b^  taking  a  combmation  of  dilute  the  pulse  was  166,  sitting.    The  slight 

sulphuric  acid,  tincture  of  opium,  and  effectof  change  of  posture,  which  1  have 

digitalis,  with  infusion  of  quassia ;  the  already  pointed  out  as  occurring  in 

bowels   being   kept   open   by  gentle  phthisis  pulmonalis,  is  probably  present 

aperients.  m  all  cases  of  increased  frequency  due  to 

Cynancha  lonf  i7/arif  .-^This  disease  an  irritable  state  of  the  muscular  struc- 

in  its  early  stage  is  accompanied  by  a  ture  of  the  heart  itself.    I  have  reason 

frequency  of  pulse  greatly  dispropor-  to  believe  that  the  frequent  pulse  of 

tioned  to  its  severity.    Thus  in  a  man,  consumption  is  due  to  this  cause,  and 

affed  25,  about  thirty  hours  after  severe  not  to  the  existing  febrile  state  of  the 

sHiverin^s  and  pains  in  the  back  and  system.    It  will  be  seen  that  in  the 

limbs,  the    pul^e  was,  standing  148,  case  of  cynanche  tonsillaris  already 

sitting  140,  and  lying  132.    Respira-  alluded  to,  the  effect  of  change  of  poe- 

tions,  in  the  recumbent  posture,  28.  ture  on  nearly  the  same  frec^uency  of 

The  pulse,  in  this  disease,  as  at  the  pulse  was  double  that  occumng  in  the 

outset  of  all  marked  febrile  affections,  case  of  palpitation, 

is  full,  soft,  and  quick.  Gastro^enteritii  mucosa^  the  so-called 
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English  cholera.  —  One  of  the  most  patients,  is  a  very  favourable  catiAogue 
severe  cases  which  I  have  witnessed  of  the  severe  diseases  of  infancy, 
occurred  in  a  man  est.  40.  When  he  Icterus, — Among  these  nine  cases 
first  presented  himself  he  vomited  and  there  was  one  well-marked  case  of 
purged  every  three  or  four  minutes ;  icterus  infantum.  The  child  was  bom 
had  violent  cramps  of  both  extremities,  on  Thursday  night,  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
with  the  most  acute  pains,  especially  the  disease  made  its  appearance  on 
in  the  caJves  of  the  legs ;  and  the  handis  Saturday  at  noon.  The  sKin  was  uni- 
were  violently  contracted,  the  fingers  versally  of  a  deep-safi&on  hue,  the  con- 
being  .forcibly  bent  upon  the  palm,  junctiva  slightly  discoloured,  and  the 
He  had  been  ill  for  fourteen  days,  but  face  deeply  tinged  with  bile ;  the  urine 
his  svmptoms  had  reached  their  acm£  of  a  natural  colour.  The  mother  was 
two  days  prior  to  his  application  at  the  free  from  the  disease.  The  complaint 
hospital.  He  was  ordered  to  take  disappeared  in  four  days  under  the  use 
nothing  but  milk  gruel  for  ^ne  or  two  of  mmute  doses  of  hyd.  c.  cretd,  and 
days,  and  a  draught  consisting  of  mu-  castor  oil. 

cila^nous  mixture,  with  twenty  drops        Inconiinenee  of  «rtii«.— -Three  cases 

of  tmctureof  hyoscyamus,  three  times  a  of  this  disease  occurring  in  young  per- 

day.    On  the  second  day  he  was  much  sons  have  fellen  imder  my  notice  dur- 

better;    and  from  that  time  rapidly  ing  fhe  lastvear,  and  one  during  the 

recovered.     The  majority  of  cases  of  present,all  of  which  have  been  promptly 

this  disease  require  nothing  more  than  relieved,  and  ultimately  cured,  by  tmc- 

a  strict  farinaceous  diet,  witn  stimulants  ture  of  cantharides  in  combination  with 

and  narcotics,  if  great  debility  is  pre-  tincture  of  opium  or  hyoscyamus.    The 

sent.  only  case  reported  as  occurrinfi^  in  the 

Conttipatio. — In  one  case  (that*  of  a  female  happened  in  a  girl,a^d  thirteen, 

female  aged  40),  as  many  as  sixteen  who  applied  for  advice  April  1st.    She 

days  were  passed  without  relief,  and  stated  tnat  she  retained  her  urine  well 

on  many  previous  occasions  a  week  or  in  the  recumbent  posture,  and  at  night, 

ten  days ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  tongue  but  had  no  power  over  the  sphincter  in 

was  but  slightly  furred,  and  the  chief  the  erect  and  sitting  postures.     She 

complaint  was  debility.  was  ordered — 

Colica  ptclonum.— This  disease  oc-        Tinct.  Cantharidis,  Tllij.  ;   Tinct.  Opii, 
curred  in  one  instance  in  the  person  of  ttlv.   qaater  qaotidie  ;    PiL  Rhei  e. 

a  fishmonger,  whose  hands  were  con-  gr.  v.  o.  n. 

ttt  Sl£fleStv?4d'c^^^^^^  raS•~aKTTh^^'^fr^^d^"' 

l^bes  meseHterica.^The  small  num-  Z^Z^J!^.  r^U^^^''«nS  ^^^  ^ w 

ber  of  cases  of  this  disease  which  have  S  P'^^^"' ?  ""f^^l  ^^  5^  ^^®  "^^  ^^ 

been  entered  on  our  books  is  a  subject  ^X^Xf^c^S^^cJc^u^r^lt  in  a  boy, 

of  peat  congratulation.     If  my  recol-  «t.   15,  who^pUed  Nov.  23,  1841 

Ject^ionof  theaiseasesoccurrmgam^^^^  H^  ^^^^^  ^^^  gP  could  not  retoin  hL 

pa  lents  of  the  same  rank  of  hfe  twelve  ^^^  ^  ^  1^  ^ 

on'^lTUtS^r^'Srw^^^^^  a°d  that  fe  was  obliged  to  rise  three' 

fnAn!^«H.    Jf^^  ^  Wfj^ina  mn«  ^^   four  timCS  Ul  the  night  tO  VOid  his 

InT^J^  L^t %nv  ^7p  Si?i^«t  ""°^'  '^^d  '^^'  ^e  frequently  passed  it 

and  more  rare :  at  any  rate,  the  present  -    ^^  unconsciously.    Ordered— 
uncommon  occurrence  of  this  disease,  wmiw^wudij.    wtucK^u 

and  of  other  severe  diseases  of  infancy,       Tinct.  Cantharidis,  mij.;  Tr.  Hyoscyami, 
contrast  strongly  with  Fordyce's  vivid  ^*-  «!'"**«'  qnotidie. 

description  of  me  90,000  children  in       27th.»States  that  about  five  minutes 

London   and   Westminster   labouring  after  taking  each  dose  of  the  medicine, 

under  hectic  fever  in  its  worst  form,  he  feels  a  cutting  pain  in  the  bladder, 

with    emaciated    bodies,    tun-bellies,  which  lasts  about  five  minutes.    He 

swollen  hands  and  feet,  and  distorted  holds  his  water  three  hours  instead  of 

limbs.    Seven  cases  of  hydrocephalus,  one,  and  gets  out  of  bed  once  instead 

two  of  tabes  mesenterica,  and  eleven  of  three  or  four  times.    He  has  ceased 

of  moUities  ossium,  in  upwards  of  8000  to  pass  his  urine  unconsciously. 


To  take  time 


a    BE8SABCHBS  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  AND  ABTERIES 

Dec  2d. — Still  continues  to  retain  vefy  wide,  though,  in  some  respects, 

his  water  better  by  day,  but  is  again  an  imperfect,  field  of  experience.     The 

didtorbed  more  than  once  during  the  annual  report  promises  to  increase  in 

Kight.    Ordered  completeness,    and,   consequently,    in 

^  .!««.  «f  fill*  T«n^h,-:  «f  interest,  with  the  improved  registraUon 

T»et«e  of  Hyoscyunu.,  crery  night.  S!''f*^L*?.^h.PT°'   kP"?  ?f\l  ^^T*" 

Lltocmitiinie^efomerdose^^li-  thought  it  betto  to  publish  it  than  to 

oIitthed»r^  allow  the  habit  of  collecting  feels  on 

iht  large  scale  to  fell  into  disuse. 

7lh- — Continues  better  in  the  day;  . 

but  in  the  same  state  at  night.  „„„»   »r.«i>o 

13lb.~He  is  now  obliged  to  flfct  out  researches 

ooly  once  during  the  night.    He  was  on  thb 

ordered  to  continue  the  medicine,  and  PATHOLOGY,  PHYSICAL  SIGNS, 

before  the  pd  of  the  month  was  dis-  ^^  DIAGNOSIS, 
charged  qmte  cured. 

The  same  result  has  followed  the  use  ^' 

of  the  same  remedies  in  the  third  case  DISEASES    OF   THE    HEART    AND 

of  last  year,  and  in  the  one  treated  ARTERIES, 

daring  the  present  year.  in  cokkbction  with 

Eczema  m*n<m.— One  case,  occur-  ,j.jjg  SOUNDS  OF  THIS  ORGAN, 

ring  in  a  shoemaker,  aged  51,   was  __„_,           *«»,  i,«,ot> 

treated  by  antimonio  potessio-tartras  By  T.  H.  Moobk,  A.B.  M.B.  T.CD.  «tc 

in  the  dose  of  an  eighth  of  a  grain  in  (^^  ^a«  Medieoi  GazeiieJ 

combination   with  one  grain  of  the  ___^ 
hyd.  c.  cret&  four  times  a  day. 

The  case  was  one  of  great  severity,  The  obscurities  which  at  present  per- 

and  the  patient  had,  on  many  previous  vade  the  subject  of  aneurism  in   its 

occasions,  suffered  very  severely.    The  incipient  stage,  induce  me  to  publish 

patient  first  applied  on  Aug.  6th,  and  the  following  cases  and  observations, 

on  the  26th  of  the  same  month  was  in  the  hope  that  some  advantage  may 

nearly  well,  having,  according  to  his  result  therefrom  to  the  profession  in 

own  statement,  never  derived  so  much  general, 

benefit  from  any  other  medicine.  Case. — ^Permanent  patency  of  the 

Sept.  3d.— Cured.  aortic  aperture  from  dilatation  of  the 

Herpes, — ^The  most  severe  and  ex-  aorta,  and  slight  thickening,  with  in- 
tensive form  of  this  disease  which  I  duration,  of  the  valves ;  incipient  aneu- 
have  witnessed  occurred  in  a  stone-  rism  formed  in  the  muscular  parietes 
mason,  aged  27.  The  eruption  existed  of  the  left  ventricle ;  three  varieties  of 
on  the  fips,  nose,  cheeks,  forehead,  aneurism  exhibited  in  the  course  of  the 
penis,  and  buttocks.  It  appeared  dur-  aorta— the  true  species,  from  its  origin 
mg  the  night,  and  was  accompanied  by  to  that  of  the  arteria  innominata,  tne 
a  white  tenacious  secretion  on  the  calibre  of  the  artery  being  dilated,  with- 
tongue.  The  disease  always  comes  on  out  any  breach  of  sunace,  but  with 
after  drinking  freely  of  beer,  or  taking  fibro-cartilajginous  deposits  in  its  coats, 
as  little  as  two  glasses  of  gin.  Secondly,  rasiform  dilatation  at    thf^ 

Amenorrhcea, — A  patient,  set.  32,  in  origin  of  the  arteria  innominata,  with 

whom  the  menstrual    discharge    was  asmall  pouch  from  thinning  of  the  coats 

nearly  suppressed,  stated  that  she  had  of  the  vessel;  acircumscribra  false  aneu- 

violent  sneezing  and  running  at  the  rism,  formed  at  the  posterior  part  of  the 

nose  at  each  menstrual  period.  arch,  producing,  by  its  pressure,  ab- 
sorption of  the  vertebrsB.    Heart's  ac- 

The  foregoing  observations  are  either  tion  accompanied  by  a  loud  *♦  buzzing," 

extracted  nrom  the  column  of  remarks  sometimes  ''  creaking,  or  rasping  mur- 

appended  to  the  register  of  my  own  mur  ;'*  ascites,  anasarca,  disease  of  the 

out-patients,  or  they  are  more  general  liver  with  an  emphysematous  condition 

results  of  experience  founded  upon  the  of  the  stomach,  &c. 

large  number  of  patients   constantly  A  private  (David  Kenny)  in  the  47th 

applying  for  advice— a  number  con-  regiment,  35  years  of  age,  was  sent  to 

tinually  increasing,  and  affording  a  Dublin,  from   the  General  Hospital, 


IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SOUNDS  OF  THIS  ORGAN.  9 

Cork,  to  be  brought  before  the  Kil-  mencing  at  the  scapular  spine,  and  ex- 

mainham  Board,  and  discharged  the  tending  to  the  lowest  part  of  the  side; 

senrice.  the  suppression  of  the  vesicular  mur- 

When  admitted  into  the  General  Mili-  mur,  and  its  replacement  by  semi- 
tarv  Hospital,  Phcenix  Park  (August  bronchial  and  bronchial  respiration, 
25tD,  1841),  he  was  suftring  so  severely  accurately  coincide  with  the  loss  of 
from  dyspnosa  and  orthopnoBa,  that  he  sonoreity  on  percussion.  The  tubular 
could  not  remain  at  rest  in  the  recum-  or  bronchial  respiration  appears  to  have 
bent  posture,  but  was  forced  to  sit,  attained  its  maximum  of  intensity  at  a 
propped  up  in  bed,  to  alleviate,  in  short  distance  from  the  inferior  angle 
some  degree,  the  sense  of  suffocation,  of  the  scapula,  the  escape  of  air 
which  was  extremely  oppressive.  His  during  expiration  being  more  marked, 
face  was  puffed  up,  cedematous,  and  and  attended  with  more  resonance,  than 
congested;  conjunctiva  vascular,  and  its  entrance  into  the  tubes  during  in- 
tinged  with  bile ;  neck  short  and  swoU  spiration  ;  below  this  its  distinctness 
len,  with  turgescence  of  the  veins;  eel-  decreases,  its  intensity  fades  away,  and 
lular  tissue  of  the  hands,  arms,  and  at  the  most  depending  parts  it  is  almost 
lower  extremities,infiltrated  with  serum,  extinct.  The  resonance  of  the  voice, 
80  that  deep  pittings  in  the  inteeuments  superiorly,  communicated  to  the  hand, 
were  produced  by  pressure.  He  com-  is  perceptible,  but  not  strong;  upon 
plained  chiefly  of  shortness  of  breathing,  the  ear  it  strikes  with  force,  ana  is 
narassing  cough,  with  ropy  phlegm ;  bronchophonic ;  below  the  scapular 
a  "  dragging  weight"  about  his  heart  apine  the  voice  is  broncho-eegophonic, 
and  chest ;  sleepless  nights,  from  start-  being[  accompanied  by  slight  tremulous 
ings  and  unpleasant  dreams;  loss  of  undulations  m  its  passage  through  the 
appetite ;  some  thirst.  stethoscope ;  whilst  over  the  inferior 

Physical  signs  of  the  chest,  heart,  and  and  lateral  parts  it  becomes  distinctly 
arterial  system, — ^The  chest,  of  capa-  eegophonic,  so  that  the  successive 
ciotts  size,  was  heaved  forcibly  during  bkatinss  of  the  voice,  in  their  transit, 
respiration,  but  not  equally  dilated  resemble  very  much  the  squeaking  of 
during;  the  motions  of  each  side ;  the  a  punchinello.  In  the  lowermost  ^r- 
superior  pArt  of  the  right  being  more  tion  of  the  side  this  phvsical  sista 
energetic  in  its  action,  whilst  inferiorly  becomes  less  distinct,  and,  like  tne 
there  was  more  fixedness  of  the  inter-  bronchial  respiration,  extinct.  The 
costal  muscles  and  ribs  than  was  ob-  presence  of  crepitation  could  not  be 
served  on  the  left  side :  from  the  antero-  satisfactorily  ascertained,  except  during 
superior  part  of  the  right  side,  percus-  a  paroxysm  of  coughing.  In  the  su- 
sion  elicits  a  clearer  sound  than  from  pero-anterior  division  of  the  left  side 
the  left,  which  is  not  only  compara-  the  respiratory  murmur  is  clear,  and  of 
tively,  but  absolutely,  dull  from  the  normal  strength,  though  not  so  loud  as 
second  intercostal  space  downwards :  in  the  opposite  lung,  being  audible  for 
the  respiratory  murmur  is  supplemen-  three  or  four  inches  below  the  subcla- 
tary  in  the  right  lung,  over  the  extent  vicular  region :  it  ceases  to  be  heard  in 
of  surfoce,  from  which  a  clear  sound  is  the  cardiac  region,  and  cannot  be  de- 
obtained  ;  about  an  inch  below  the  tected  until  we  arrive  at  the  posterior 
inferior  marvin  of  great  pectoral  mus-  aspect  of  the  chest ;  here,  as  well  as  on 
cle,  the  supplementary  character  of  the  the  right  side,  there  are  Evidences  of 
vesicular  murmur  ceases,  its  intensity  an  effusion  into  the  pleural  cavity,  not 
abruptly  terminates,  and  is  replaced  by  extendinfif  higher  tnan  the  inferior 
the  non-terminal  respiration,  the  in-  angle  of  tne  scapula,  and,  consequently, 
spired  air  not  penetrating  into  the  not  so  considerable  in  quantity, 
vesicular  tissue,  nor  minute  bronchial  An  exceedingly  dull  sound  is  elicited 
tubes,  but  arrested  in  those  tubes  from  by  percussion  over  the  cardiac  region, 
which  the  terminating  branches  derive  extending  far  beyond  its  limits ;  so  that 
their  origin.  This  description  of  respi-  the  infenor  and  middle  divisions  of  the 
ration  meives  into  that  of  a  more  de-  sternum  have  lost  their  sonoreity.  This 
fined  broncnial  character,  assuming  an  extent  of  dulness  cannot  be  attributed 
increased  degree  of  intensity  as  we  altogether  to  displacement  of  the  me- 
approach  the  lateral  and  posterior  por-  diastinum  by  the  effusion  into  the  right 
tions  of  the  side,  where  the  degree  of  pleural  cavity,  as  the  heart's  impuues 
dulness  on  percussion  is  absolute,  com-  are  Effused  and  felt  over  double  the 
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extent  of  surface  that  is  ufioal— not  yibrate  with  enei^,  and  elevate  the 
violent  nor  strong,  but  dull  and  la-  integuments,  although  partial  cedema 
boured ;  so  that,  at  each  stroke,  the  of  the  hand  and  wrist  exists.  After  the 
chest  is  heaved,  the  sternum  is  shaken,  column  of  blood  has  been  propelled  into 
and  the  epigastrium  quivers.  These  the  arterial  trunks, 'the  ve^els  have 
heaving  motions  of  the  chest  appear  to  been  observed  to  dilate  with  force,  and 
the  eye,  viewing  them  in  a  horizontal  again  collapse ;  but  in  the  intermediate 
direction,  to  originate  in  the  action  of  stac^,  between  the  complete  dilatation 
an  entire  orean;  not  of  a  particular  ana  total  collapse,  a  slight  contractile 
part.  A  slient  thrilling  sensation  is  or  vermicular  motion  takes  place,  corn- 
experienced  07  the  hand  applied  be-  mencing  in  the  smaller,  and  extending 
neath  ^e  mamma ;  but  over  the  sternum  along  the  larger  arterial  trunks :  during 
the  vibratory,  purring  thrill,  or  twang-  this  action  a  reflex  current  of  bipod 
ing  sensation,  is  much  stronger  and  can  be  distinctly  traced  with  the  eye, 
more  evident.  The  action  of  this  organ  traversing  these  vessels  from  the  distal 
is  laboured ;  sometimes  it  seems  as  if  it  towards  their  cardiac  extremity.  In 
were  convulsed,  or  on  the  point  of  the  course  of  the  aorta,  subclavian  and 
being  totally  arrested.  The  several  carotid  arteries,  also  along  the  spine 
parts  composing  the  heart's  rhythm  posteriorljr,  an  intense  forward  whizzing 
are  so  completely  obscured  b^  a  loud  murmur  is  communicated  to  the  ear, 
.**  beetle-buzz"  murmur,  that  it  is  im-  comparatively  prolonged  in  its  dm-a- 
possible  to  distinguish  them  indivi-  tion  and  unmterrupteii  in  its  succes- 
aually,  or  recognize  them  collectively;  sion,  followed  by  a  backward,  regur- 
to  pronounce  when  the  first  sound  gitating  bellows-murmur.  From  the 
begins,  or  the  second  ends ;  when  the  alternations  in  character  which  these 
ventricular  contraction  has  commenced,  abnormal  murmurs  are  occasionally  ob- 
or  the  diastole  has  terminated :  all —  served  to  undergo,  it  was  conjectured 
first  and  second  sounds,  systole,  dias-  that  the  advancing  column  and  r&- 
tole,  and  interval — seem  mvolved  in,  tromde  current  of  blood  meeting, 
and  replaced  by,  this  abnormal  "  beetle^  coalesced,  and  gave  origin  to  the  in- 
buzz  murmur."  Below  the  nipple  this  creased  loudness  and  roughness  in  the 
sound  is  rather  indistinct,  not  exceeding  stethoscopic  phenomena.  Pulse  108  per 
a  bellows-murmur,  which  creates  in  the  minute ;  respirations  44.  The  abdomen 
mind  the  idea  of  its  being  deep-seated,  is  distended,  in  consequence  of  the 
or  situated  at  a  distance  from  the  stomach  and  intestines  containing 
thoracic  parietes.  Approaching  the  flatus ;  the  presence  of  fluid,  also, 
sternum,  mis  bellows-murmur  seems  to  was  ascertained  by  percnssing  the 
be  more  superficial,  somewhat  rough-  abdominal  parietes.  Tne  hepatic  dul- 
ened  or  rasping  in  its  character,  but  ness  on  percussion  extended  beyond  its 
not  having  attained  its  maximum  of  normal  limits ;  the  surface  of  the  liver 
intensity  until  examined  midway  be-  is  indurated,  and  its  edges  rounded, 
tween  the  fourchette  of  the  sternum  The  scrotum  is  enormously  swollen, 
and  the  xiphoid  cartilage,  where  an  the  infiltration  of  serum  into  the  eel- 
unceasing  train  of  these  abnormal  lular  tissue  of  penis  and  scrotum  being 
murmurs,  varying  in  degrees  of  inten-  immense ;  the  integuments  are  tense, 
sity,  follows  in  regular  succession,  glossy,  semi-transparent;  the  weight 
They  were  reported  to  commence  with  of  the  genital  organs  increased;  the 
a  loud  rushing,  deep-cooing,  and  filing  passage  of  urine  is  not  obstructed  by 
sound,  assuming,  towards  their  termi-  the  distorted,  corkscrew  shape  of  the 
nation,  a  more  roughened,  rasping,  and  penis ;  its  secretion  is  scanty,  high- 
rather  a  creaking  character;  resembling,  coloured,  but  free  frt>m  albumen, 
but  not  amounting  in  roughness  to,  a  Ui$tory, — Seven  months  from  the 
pericarditic  friction  sound.  The  deep-  period  at  which  thia  report  was  taken, 
seated  and  superficial  arteries  of  the  ne  was  performing  his  duty  as  an  effi- 
neck  and  upper  extremities  may  be  cient  soldier ;  the  disease  under  which 
seen  bounding  in  their  places.  This  he  labours  being  ushered  in,  after  cold, 
violent  throbbing,  or  jerking  pulsation,  or  exposure  to  the  night  air,  by  violent 
of  the  arterial  system  is  visible  at  some  palpitations,  shortness  and  dimculty  of 
distance  from  tne  bed;  so  that,  when  breathing,  pains  in  the  chest;  so  that 
the  arms  are  extended,  the  brachial  it  is  prol»bie  acute  inflammation  of  the 
and  radial  arteries   are   observed  to  heart,  its  internal  or  external  lining 
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membrane,  existed.    Snbsequently  the  piration  not  so  well  marked ;  the  inspi- 

feet  swelled;   the  oedema  spread  up-  ratory  and  expiratory  motions  of  the  lung 

wards  to  the  lees,  thighs,  and  abdomen,  are  attended  with  the  friction  sounds, 

Coincident  wim  the  increase  of  the  which  are  partially  confused  with  the 

ascites  and  anasarca,  he  noticed  a  cor-  crepitus ;  the  hepatic  enlargement  can 

responding  diminution  in  the  secretion  be  detected  by  a  gentle,  out  quick, 

of  the  unne ;    its  quantity  varied  at  tapping  over  the  liver  with  one  or  two 

different  times.    His  complaints  have  fin^rs,  which,  by  displacing  the  fluid, 

become  aggravated  since  he  left  Cork,  arrive    at  the  solid  indurated  viscus. 

the  cough  being  more  harassing;  expec-  By  carrying  the  fingers  to  the  right  and 

toration  glurinous,  tenacious,  streiuied  left  from  this  point,  its  outlines  can, 

with  blood ;  and  the  anasarcous  swell-  'with    some    degree    of    accuracy,    be 

ings  more  generally  diffused.  traced ;   as  well  as  by  the  extent  of 

V.S.ad3xu.    Cupping  to  the  right  side,  dulness  on  percussion. 

9.  Digitalis  in  powder,  gr.  j. ;  SqniU  in  *^*P***  P*"*'  ^' 

powder,  gr.  j. ;  Calomel,  gr.ij.    Mix.  Sept  Ist. — In  addition  to  the  physi- 

To  be  taken  three  times  a  day  in  the  cal  signs  reported,  an  extensive  and 

form  of  a  pill.  well-marked  friction-sound  is  audible 

«y7fK      Woo  ^'y^^^^^^A  «*««v  ^^M^f  ^^  ^^^  cardiac  region,  in  part  connected 

frnm  ^h7  v^.t^Sfinn^^  Z^^^^J^f^  with  the  respiration,  in  part  with  the 

fhaThe  can  bSe^^^^^  heart's  actioS ;  much  coSrser  between 

dom,  andTs  noTcJpt^^id^^^^^^  ^«  -PP^^  and  sternum  than  elsewhere, 

striction  of  the  chest  and  the  heavy  Let  a  blister  be  applied  to  the  left  side, 

dragging  sensation  hitherto  felt  about  Medicines  to  be  repeated, 

the  cardiac  region ;  the  swellings  are  lUh.  — This     morning   he    suffers 

diminished ;  the  coujgh  not  so  distres^  dreadfully  from  a  sense  of  suffocation, 

ing;  the  expectoration  still  viscid,  and  oppression,    and   weight    about    the 

tinged  with  blood ;  respirations  32,  not  chest ;  his  pulse  continues  quick,  full, 

so  Faboured,  the  chest  expanding  with  ^nd  throbbing;    breathing   laboured^ 

more  ease.    With  the  exception  of  the  hurried,  heaving ;  countenance  bloated, 

dulness  on  percussion  bemg  partially  congested,   and    expressive    of    great 

removed  in  the  superior  parts  of  the  anxiety.    The  results  of  auscultation 

right  side,  but  httle  alteration  can  be  y^ry  m  a  slight  degree  from    those 

swd  to  have  taken  place  m  the  physical  hitherto  recoiled:   tlie  accumulation 

signs.    Since  the  abstracUon  of  bl<K>d,  ^f  f^^^  j^  ^he  abdomen  has  increased, 

the  bellows-murmur,  which  was  mdis-  tliis  cavity  being  full  and  distended  to 

tinct,  and  deep-seated  at  the  left  side  ^   painful    degree,   fluctuation    being 

of  th6  heart,  seems  to  be  more  super-  £^£5^^^  ^^  percussing  its  parietes.    It 

ficial,  and  increased  m  loudness.  Pulse  ^^  ^^^  decided  upon,  in  consultation, 

104,  unaltered  m  character.  that  the  urgent  reouest  of  the  patient 

Continue  pills.  To  have  a  quart  of  Craam  should  be  acceded  to,  in  performing 

of  Tartar  drink  in  the  day.  Scrotum  to  the  operation  of  paracentesis.     From 

be  punctured  with  a  fine  needle.  two   to  three   quarts  of  limpid  fluid 

29th.-The  quantitj^  of  serum  dis-  ^^^^,  withdrawn,  the   removal   of  a 

chai«!d  from  the  scrotum  has  been  ^/"i^^l  ^"^^'^^  ,^^^   ^^i^S   deemed 

consfderable;  although  the  dribbling  advisable:   some  hemorrhage  ensued 

has  been  const&nt,  yet  the  distended  J^^^*^'  ^*^^  operation,  but  was  checked 

state  of  the  integuments  remains,  form-  l>y  co°ipresses  :  his  strength  was  sup- 

ing  between  thi  thighs  a  large  tumor,  ^^^  ^^  nntnUous  diet,  and  the  fol- 

with  slight  patches  of  inflTmmator;  lowing  medicine  ordered- 

rednesB  and  excoriation,  the  result  of  Camphor  Mixture,  Jvi;  Elaterinm,  gr.  i. ; 

irritation,  caused  by  the  continual  con-  Spirit  of  Nitrous  iEther,  3u. ;   Mix. 

tact  of  the  moist  scrotum  with  the  skin  ^n  ounce  to  be  taken  every  fourth  hour, 

of  the  thighs.    No  displacement  of  the  Electuary  of  Cream  of  Tartar, 

raphe  has  taken  place  from  the  infii-  15th.— Some    temporary  relief  has 

tration   of  the   cellular  tissue  being  been  afforded  by  the  operation ;  there 

universal.    The  superior  parts  of  the  has  been  a  constant  dribbling  or  oozing 

lungs  are  more  permeable  to  air ;  crepi-  from  the  puncture,  so  that  the  quantity 

tation  is  more  distinct;  bronchial  res-  of  fluid  tnus  discharged  has  probably 


13    RESEABCHSS  ON  TBB  DISEASES  OP  THE  HEART  AND  ABTERIBfl 

exceeded  that  originally  withdrawn  [  BUte  of  tbe  venotu  tnmks,  it  was  eon- 
the  gums  and  breath  betraj  endencei  jectured  that  he  had  euBered  extreme 
of  mercurialiiation  i  secictioa  of  unne  agony  in  the  last  momenta  of  life  :  the 
more  copiom  ;  anasarcoiis  condition  of  ramincations  of  the  abdominal  and 
the  Krotum  and  penis  diminished ;  thoracic  *eins  being  so  prominent  tlutt 
the  integuments  are  loose,  thickened,  they  can  be  distinctly  trsced,  cause  tbe 
Bud  have  a  welted  appeaianee  ;  the  surface  to  present  a  marbled  aspect: 
dyspn(x«  and  orthopniea  continue  the  sides  of  the  abdomen  eshibii  dif- 
n^ent;  cough  fiTqnent ;  expectoration  ferent  shades  of  red,  in  some  parta 
copious,  and  viscid}  the  loss  of  sono-  bright  scarlet,  which,  deepening  in 
reity  on  perctusioa  is  as  obtious  as  colour,  asaumes  a  purplish  tinge :  seat- 
when  admitted ;  the  heait'a  action  tered  here  and  there  indiscri minutely 
Cnmnltuous  ;  bellows -mnrmnr  land,  over  the  chest  and  abdomen,  the  latter 
and  Mteosivety  heard;  along  the  eter.  in  particular,  are  various  I  j-siied  cir- 
nam  the  chuKcIei  of  the  double-dash,  cumscribed  spots,  some  of  deeper, 
regurgitating,  whining  murmur,  im-  others  of  Ughtcr  red,clusteredtoj(ether 
parts  to  the  mind  the  idea  of  the  ad-  in  greatest  numbers  above  the  pubes 
vanced  and  advancing  column  of  blood,  ana  in  the  groins,  which  do  not  disap- 
propelled  with  enormous  force,  being  pear  on  pressure ;  some  excoriation  of 
arrested,  retroceding,  and  coalescing  the  scrotum  and  the  inside  of  the 
with  the  progressing  column  of  blood,  thighs,  with  a  few  seroi-g&ngreooua 
From  the  confluence  and  subsequent  spots  on  the  former,  and  a  swollen,  red, 
commingling  of  these  sanguineous  and  twisted  shape  of  the  penis,  near 
streams,  a  sudden  splash,  or  double-  tbe  corona  glandia;  the  lower  extremi- 
da^  ouues;  an  instantaneous  con-  ties  ore  comparatively  free  from  (£dem«; 
Tulsive  action  of  the  entire  organ  sue-  a  few  vesications  have  formed  on  the 
ceeds :   a  series  of  ineffectual  attempts  posterior  parts. 

is  made  to  surmount  this  disturbance,  Tbe  increase  of  siie  in  the  dimen- 

which  appears  to  be  overcome  alone  sions  of  the  thorax  was  mainly  Httri- 

by  tbe  laboured  action  and  energetic  butable  to  an  enlargement  of  tlie  right 

force,  jffopelling  forwards  the  contents  side.     As  soon  as  a  puncture  was  made 

of  its  cavity  with  a  deep  cooing,  whiz-  into  the  pIcuTsl  cavity,  straw-coloured 

ling,  and  beetle-bun  murmur:   pulse  fluid  instantly  rushedout;  tbequaniity 

104;  the  physical  simu,  produced  by  which  thus  escaped  being  considerable. 

considerable  liqnid  effiision,  remain  ea  On  raising  the  sternum,  the  pleural 

noted  on  a^uission.  cavity  of  each  side  appears  shortened 

ISth.— Is  evidently  yielding  to  the  in  its  vertical  measurement,  by    tbe 
disease ;  bee  more  swollen,  ofa  bluish  encroachment  of  the  liver  on  the  right 
leaden  colour,  with  a  tinge  of  yellow ;  side,  and  the  distension  of  the  stomach 
the   conjunctiva  and  skin  present  a  in  the  centre,  and  on  the  left;  tliecon- 
Eubjaundiced  hue ;  he  lies  on  the  right  vexity  of  the  stomach  being  unusually 
siile,  with  the  anus  extended;  ears  and  high   in    the    present    insiance  :    the 
lilis  ot  a  livid  colour,  purplish  patches  inferior  and  posterior  jmrt  of  the  rigbt 
diffused  oi-er   different    parts    of   the  pleural  cavity  is  occujiied  bj  a  browu- 
bodvj  neck  tumid)  veins  turgid.  Since  ish-cotoured  fluid,  which  fills  up  the 
UstKfiort  hi-  has  been  dull  and  stupid,  intermediate  space  of  two  inched,  be- 
but  tvtains  his  mental  faculties,  com-  tween   the   lung  and   the  diaphragm. 
pUiningof  bis 
bv  the  rough-p» 
has  failed  t  thir 
tw  be  aware  of  I 

JSth.— Died : 

e\terwl  appcw 
such  aa  I  nav« 
alBtoal  battles 
ituiueiuelyswiili 
fttMU  their  con  I 
tKim  the  lividii 
ouae,  M  w^  ' 


sepamtinK  theseadhesioDS.thesurfacn  oMiquely  willi  regnrd  to  each  olher, 
which  h^  been  approximated  exhibit  are  directlv  opposed,  the  former  oecu- 
a  reddish  coloar  from  the  vascalar  oet-  pying  the  left  pleural  cavity,  the  latter 
work:  discolouratioii  of  thepleura.  and  situated  in  the  right,  and  in  contact 
■li^t  exudation  of  plastic  lymph,  with  the  coiled  portion  of  the  middle 
which  exists  in  greater  quantity  at  the  lobe :  the  extern^  lurftce  of  the  pert- 
edges  than  at  the  centre,  and  la  more  cardium  possesses  in  some  places  a 
advanced  in  organization,  although  of  crimson  colour ;  minute  vessels  are  seen 
recent  formation  ;  the  intercostal  and  to  branch  off  in  different  directions : 
di^hragmatic  pleuree,  also,  are  rough-  when  laid  open,  a  tea-cupful  of  Reroua 
ened  by  the  exudation  of  lymph,  fluid  was  removed,  whicti,  with  opaci- 
flakea  of  which  float  about  in  the  ties  and  eUght  roughness  of  the  mem- 
fluid,  and  are  collected  into  roasses  brane,  were  suflicicnt  evidences  of  a 
■t  the  most  depending  part  of  the  subacute  inflammation  of  the  pericar- 
carity  :  in  the  left  pleural  cavity,  dium.  The  auricular  and  ventricular 
•ome  straw-coloured  serous  fluid  has  cavities  appeared  to  be  enormously  dis- 
gcavitalcd  to  the  posterior  part ;  from  tended  with  coagulated  blood,  so  that 
two  to  three  quarts  were  contained  in  in  weight  and  size  it  nearly  equalled  an 
the  right,  scarcely  a  pint  in  the  left,  ox's  heart :  the  veins  on  the  anterior 
pkoTB.  and  posterior  iispectE  of  this  organ  were 
The  mucDaa  membrane  of  the  larynx  gorged  with  fluid  blood;  its  weight, 
and  tracIieaisconKested',  abouttheroot  when  partially  freed  from  the  coaguln, 
of  the  tongue  and  the  epiglottis  it  is  exceeded  2^  lbs.  avoirdupois.  The 
Isinid,  partial  infiltration  of  serum  augmented  volume  of  the  heart  is 
into  the  cellular  membrane  having  manifestlv  attributable  to  an  unusual 
taken  place;  the rima glotttdis remains  degree  of  hypertrophy  of  the  parietes 
imaltered  in  shape ;  thesubdivisionsof  of  the  left  ventricle,  with  dilatation  of 
the  bronchial  lubes  are  affected  with  the  cavity  in  its  vertical  and  transverse 
difierent  degrees  of  inflammation;  the  measurement.  The  apex,  usually  well 
light  long  retains,  in  its  superior  lobe,  defined  in  the  normal  condition,  pre- 
ita  crepitating  character,  and  normal  Rents  a  rounded,  obtuse  shape,  which 
degree  of  elasticily,  but  of  these  there  is  dependent  upon  the  abnonnal  en- 
is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  middle,  hrgement  of  the  ventricle  ;  <"  "■" 
and  an    almost   total  ataenee  in   the  anterior    Hpect,    situated    abo 


1  ataenee  in  the  anterior  Hpect,  situated  about  the 
inferior  lobe,  in  eoaseqaence  of  the  centre,  and  ^parently  in  the  substance 
atonie  state  of  the  polmoniry  ilmc-  of  the  septum,  is  a  projecting  conical 
tntea.  and  ronn^niMi  exerebed  on  the  tumor,  firm  to  the  touch,  slightly  move- 
irBwcnlai  tiasoe  bj  the  aennmilated  able,  seemingly  the  result  of  a  coUec- 
tod :  tbe  pnlBatnr;  timae  wa*  not  tion  of  fibnne,  but  produced  by  the 
*^  wytyd  with  Mood,  nor  with  bnlgii^  of  a  hypertrophied  camea 
^^-r*;  °y  eo««f«Med  and  eondenscd,  calomna.  In  complelittg  the  trana- 
■0  thrt  the  Imr,  ahhoo^  dinnrished  vene  section  of  the  hewt,  about  two 
?,.!™'»"^  «"  «M*  rwcBbk  in  iu    hicbtafrom  the  aoex-and  stittinir  ud 
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• 

exceeded  that  originally  withdrawn  ;  state  of  the  venous  trunks,  it  was  con- 
the  gums  and  breath  betray  evidences  jectured  that  he  had  suffered  extreme 
of  mercurialization ;  secretion  of  unne  agony  in  the  last  moments  of  life :  the 
more  copious ;  anasarcous  condition  of  ramifications  of   the    abdominal  and 
the    scrotum   and  penis   diminished ;  thoracic  veins  being  so  prominent  that 
the  integuments  are  loose,  thickened,  they  can  be  distinctly  traced,  cause  the 
and  have  a  welted  appearance ;  the  surface  to  present  a  marbled  aspect : 
dyspnoea    and    orthopnoea    continue  the  sides  of  the  abdomen  exhibit  dif- 
urgent;  cough  frequent ;  expectoration  ferent  shades  of  red,  in  some  parts 
copious,  and  viscid;  the  loss  of  sono-  bright    scarlet,  which,   deepening   in 
reity  on  percussion  is  as  obvious  as  colour,  assumes  a  purplish  tinge :  seat- 
when   admitted;    the   heart's    action  tered  here  and  there  indiscriminately 
tumultuous;    bellows -murmur    loud,  over  the  chest  and  abdomen,  the  latter 
and  extensively  heard;  along  the  ster-  in  particular,  are  variously-sized  cir- 
num  the  character  of  the  double-dash,  cumscribed    spots,    some    of    deeper, 
regurgitating,  whizzing  murmur,  im-  others  of  lighter  red,  clustered  together 
parts  to  the  mind  the  idea  of  the  ad-  in  cjeatest  numbers  above  the  pubea 
vanced  and  advancing  column  of  blood,  and  in  the  groins,  which  do  not  disap- 
propelled  with  enormous  force,  being  pear  on  pressure ;  some  excoriation  of 
arrested,  retroceding,   and    coalescin?  the    scrotum  and   the  inside  of  the 
with  the  progressing  column  of  blood,  thighs,  with    a  few  semi-gangrenous 
From  the  confluence  and  subsequent  spots  on  the  former,  and  a  swollen,  red, 
commingling    of    these    sanguineous  and  twisted  shape  of  the  penis,  near 
streams,  a  sudden  splash,  or  double-  the  corona  glandis ;  the  lower  extremi- 
dash,  ensues;   an  instantaneous  con-  ties  are  comparatively  free  from  oedema ; 
Yulsive  apcion  of  the  entire  organ  sue-  a  few  vesications  have  formed  on  the 
ceeds :  a  series  of  ineffectual  attempts  posterior  parts, 
is  made  to  surmount  this  disturbance,  The  increase  of  size  in  the  dimen- 
which  appears  to  be  overcome  alone  sions  of  the  thorax  was  mainly  attri* 
by  the  laboured  action  and  energetic  butable  to  an  enlargement  of  the  right 
force,  propelhnjg^  forwards  the  contents  side.    As  soon  as  a  juncture  was  made 
of  its  cavity  with  a  deep  cooing,  whiz-  into  the  pleural  cavity,  straw-coloured 


noted  on  admission.  cavity  of  each  side  appears  shortened 
18th. — Is  evidently  vieldinjg^  to  the  in  its  vertical  measurement,  by  the 
disease ;  face  more  swollen,  ofa  bluish  encroachment  of  the  liver  on  the  right 
leaden  colour,  with  a  tinge  of  yellow ;  side,  and  the  distension  of  the  stomach 
the  conjunctiva  and  skin  present  a  in  the  centre,  and  on  the  left ;  thccon- 
subjaundiced  hue ;  he  lies  on  the  right  vexity  of  the  stomach  being  unusually 
side,  with  the  arms  extended ;  ears  and  high '  in  the  present  instance  :  the 
lips  of  a  livid  colour,  purplish  patches  inu^rior  and  posterior  part  of  the  right 
diffused  over  different  parts  of  the  pleural  cavity  is  occupied  by  a  brown- 
body;  neck  tumid;  veins  turgid.  Since  ish-coloured  fluid,  which  fills  up  the 
last  report  he  has  been  dull  and  stupid,  intermediate  space  of  two  inches,  l>e- 
but  retains  his  mental  faculties,  com-  tween  the  lung  and  the  diaphnignu 
plaining  of  his  being  racked  to  pieces  The  middle  lobe,  widely  separated 
by  the  cough-palpitations ;  his  appetite  from  the  inferior,  which  lies  compressed 
has  failed ;  thirst  increased ;  he  seems  at  the  posterior  and  lateral  portion  of 
to  be  aware  of  his  approaching  end.  the  side,  is  coiled  upon  itself,  and  over- 
28th.— Died  yesterday  at  3  a.m.  laps  the  lower  part  of  the  superior 

lobe';  these  divisions  of  the  lung  being 

Autop$y  24  hourt  after  death  : — The  pushed  upwards  and  forwards  by  the 

external  appearance  of  the  corpse  is  fluid  accumulated  behind,  so  that  the 

such  as  I  nave  seldom  witnessed,  and  surface  naturally  in  contact  with  the 

almost  baflfles    description :    the  &ce  inferior  lobe  is  anteverted,  its  aspect 

immensely  swollen ;  features  distorted :  looking  forwards,  and  in  contact  with 

from  their  congested  appearance,  also  the  intercostal  pleura,  whilst  the  an- 

from  the  lividity  of  the  ears,  lips,  and  tenor  sorfiice  is  retroverted,  and  directed 

noM,  as  well  as  firom  the  engorged  posteriorly,  being  in  contact  with,  and 


IN  CONKECTION  WITH  TH£  SOUNDS  OF  THIS  ORGAN.  Id 

slightly^  agglutinated  to,  the  surface  of  middle  parts  of  the  mediaatinam :  its 
the  midiue  and  superior  lobes.  By  apex  ana  base,  instead  of  being  situated 
separating  these  adhesions,  the  surfaces  ooliouely  with  regard  to  each  other, 
which  h(^  been  approximated  exhibit  are  airectW  opposed,  the  former  occu- 
a  reddish  colour  from  the  vascular  net-  pying  the  left  pleural  cavity,  the  latter 
work:  discolouration  of  the  pleura,  and  situated  in  the  right,  and  in  contact 
slight  exudation  of  plastic  lymph,  with  the  coiled  portion  of  the  middle 
which  exists  in  greater  quantity  at  the  lobe :  the  extemu  surface  of  the  peri- 
edges  than  at  the  centre,  and  is  more  cardium  possesses  in  some  places  a 
advanced  in  organization,  although  of  crimson  colour ;  minute  vessels  are  seen 
recent  formation ;  the  intercostal  and  to  branch  off  in  different  directions : 
diaphragmatic  pleuree,  also,  are  rough-  when  laid  open,  a  tea-cupful  of  serous 
ened  by  the  exudation  of  lymph,  fluid  was  removed,  which,  with  opaci* 
flakes  of  which  float  about  in  the  ties  and  slight  roughness  of  the  mem- 
fluid,  and  are  collected  into  masses  brane,  were  sufiicient  evidences  of  a 
at  the  most  depending  part  of  the  subacute  inflammation  of  the  pericar- 
cavity :  in  the  left  pleural  cavity,  dium.  The  auricular  and  ventricular 
some  straw-coloured  serous  fluid  has  cavities  appeared  to  be  enormously  dis- 
gravitated  to  the  posterior  part ;  from  tended  with  coagulated  blood,  so  that 
two  to  three  quarts  were  contained  in  in  weight  and  size  it  nearly  equalled  an 
the  right,  scarcely  a  pint  in  the  left,  ox's  heart :  the  veins  on  the  anterior 
pleura.  and  posterior  aspects  of  this  organ  were 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  gorged  with  fluid  blood ;  its  weight, 
and  trachea  is  congested;  about  the  root  when  partially  freed  from  the  coagula, 
of  the  tongue  and  the  epiglottis  it  is  exceeded  2}  lbs.  avoirdupois.  The 
tumid,  partial  infiltration  of  serum  augmented  volume  of  the  heart  is 
into  the  cellular  membrane  having  manifestly  attributable  to  an  unusual 
taken  place ;  the  rima  glottidis  remains  degree  of  hypertrophy  of  the  parietes 
unaltered  in  shape ;  the  subdivisions  of  of  the  left  ventricle,  with  dilatation  of 
the  bronchial  tubes  are  affected  with  the  cavity  in  its  vertical  and  transverse 
different  degrees  of  inflammation ;  the  measurement.  The  apex,  usually  well 
right  lung  retains,  in  its  superior  lobe,  defined  in  the  normal  condition,  pre- 
its  crepitating  character,  and  normal  sents  a  rounded,  obtuse  shape,  which 
degree  of  elasticity,  but  of  these  there  is  dependent  upon  the  abnormal  en- 
is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  middle,  largement  of  the  ventricle ;  on  the 
and  an  almost  total  absence  in  the  anterior  aspect,  situated  about  the 
inferior  lobe,  in  consequence  of  the  centre,  and  apparently  in  the  substance 
atonic  state  of  the  pulmonary  struc-  of  the  septum,  is  a  projecting  conical 
tures,  and  compression  exercisea  on  the  tumor,  firm  to  the  touch,  slightly  move- 
yesicular  tissue  by  the  accumulated  able,  seemingly  the  result  of  a  coUec- 
fluid:  the  pulmonary  tissue  was  not  tion  of  fibnne,  but  produced  by  the 
much  engorged  with  blood,  nor  with  bulging  of  a  hypertrophied  camea 
serum,  but  compressed  and  condensed,  columna.  In  completing  the  trans- 
60  that  the  luiig,  although  diminished  verse  section  of  the  heart,  about  two 
in  volume,  did  not  resemble  in  its  inches  from  the  apex,  and  slitting  up 
solidity  a  pneumonic  or  hepatized  the  ventricles,  it  was  found  that  the 
lung ;  when  incised  it  presented  a  dark  hypertrophied  muscular  substance  of 
livid  colour,  not  unlike  the  transverse  the  left  measured  from  eieht  to  ten 
section  of  a  placenta:  the  interior  of  lines,  which  degree  of  thickness  was 
the  veins  and  arteries  was  deeply  considered  to  be  uniformly  retained, 
tineed  witfi  blood ;  the  left  lung,  par-  except  near  the  apex,  at  the  posterior 
tiaUy  affected  in  the  lower  lobe,  has  aspect  of  the  ventricle,  where  the  mus- 
evidently  been  the  chief  organ  in  car-  cular  substance  was  evidently  more 
lying  on  the  functions  of  respiration.  flabby,  much  thinner,  and  differing  in 

A  notable  alteration  in  the  position  colour  fix)m  the  surrounding  parts;  cir- 

of  the  heart  has  been  produced  by  its  cular  in  form,  circumscribed  m  extent, 

enormously  enlarged  condition,  ana  an  and  corresponding  in  its  diameter  to 

efiiasion  into  the  pericardium,  rendering  that  of  a  sixpence :  when  pressed  on 

tense  this  envelope,  and  stretching  it  ft-om  the   exterior,  no '  retfistanoe   ia 

across  the  diaphragm,  so  that  the  body  offered,  the  attenuated  muscular  fibres 

of  this  organ  occupies  the  inferior  and  yield  with  the  greatest  facility,  so  that 
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the  finger  protrades  into  the  interior  of  hypertrophied    septum,  which,  being 
the  Tentricle,  through  a  species  of  cnU  arched,  is  convex  towards  the  ri^t, 
de-sac   encircled  hy  the  surrounding  and  concave 'towards  the  left  yentncle. 
hypertrophied  muscular  fibres.    In  ex*        The  aorta,  in  the  ascending,  middle, 
amining  and  pressing  from  the  interior  and  descending  divisions  of  its  arch, 
of  tibe  ventricle,  an  evident  bulging,  or  was  dilated  to   double    or  treble   its 
conical  projection,  is  formed  externally,  normal  calibre,  so  that  it  formed  an 
which  cannot  be  produced  in  any  other  unusual  bulging  in  front  of  the  trachea, 
portion  of  the  ventricle ;  from  which  and  compressed  several  of  the  large 
alterations  in  the  appearance  and  den-  and  small   intra-thoracic    veins,    the 
sitv  of  the  muscular  structure  it  was  coats  of  which  were  increased  in  den- 
inferred  that  an  incipient  aneurism  of  sity,  and  the  free  circulation  of  the 
the   ventricular    parietes    must   have  blood  obstructed.    From  its  ori^,  to 
ori^nated  in,  and  coexisted  during  the  three  inches  below  the  termination  of 
patient's    hfetime,  with    the    morbid  its  arch,  the  coats  of  the  vessel  are 
changes  progressing  in  the  heart  ,*  the  thickened ;   the  internal  lining  mem- 
endocardium   of  the  aneurism  beinff  brane    is    discoloured,    presenting    in 
continuous  with  that  of  the  dilated  several  places  patches  of  vascularity, 
ventricle.    This  aneurism,  towards  the  and  yellowish- white  specks.    It  pjos- 
termination   of  the    case,   may  have  sessed  none  of  the  smooth  glistening 
formed  a  projectine  tumor  during  the  polished  surface  so    striking   in    the 
systole  and  diastole  of  the  ventricle,  nealthy  artery;    but  was    thickened. 
The  cavity  of  the  ventricle  is  capable  uneven,  corrugated,  and  elevated,  in 
ofcontaimng  a  moderately-sized  healthy  some  parts,  into  circular  projections, 
heart,  or  large-sized  orange ;  its  interior  Corresponding  to  these  yellowish  dis- 
presents  an  intricate  interlacement  of  colourations,  the  lining  membrane  can 
the  muscular  fibres,  the  fleshy  columns  be  detached  with  the  greatest  fi^lity 
having  apparently  multiplied  in  num-  by  passing  the  edge  of  the  scalpel,  or 
her ;  those,  at  least,  which  are  passed  touching  the  part  with  the  point  of  the 
unnoticed  in  other  hearts,  have  become  nail.    Tnere  seems  not  to  oe  the  least 
so  much  developed  as  to  attract  par-  attachment  between  it  and  the  coat 
ticular  attention;   the  fieshy  columns  underneath.      Beyond  its  limits,  the 
to    which    the    tendinous    cords    are  adhesion  between    the    internal   and 
attached  are  increased  in   thickness,  middle  coats  is  so  firm,  that  it  requires 
as  are   also   the   latter ;    the   mitral  some  force  to  separate  them ;  the  sur- 
valves  retain  their  transparency  and  face  of  the  middle  coat,  viewed  through 
healthy  aspect ;    their  size  is  nearly  a   microscope,    exhibits    a    yellowish 
proportionate  to  the  diameter  of  the  colour,  granular  appearance,  with  de- 
aunculo  -  ventricular     aperture,     but  pressions  and  elevations.    A  few  ossific 
from  the  width  of  this  aperture  viewed  deposits  were  situated  in  the  middle 
through    the  auricle,   from   its    mea-  coat,  without  having  produced  a  rent 
suring   three   inches,   and    admitting  in  the  lining   membrane.      The   in- 
the  four  fingers  held  transversely,  also  creased  thickness  of  the  coats  of  the 
from  the  facility  with  which  fluids  pass  artery  isattributable  to  a  hypertrophied 
through  this  opening  into  the  auricle,  condition  of  the  middle  tunic,  mich, 
it  was  conjectured  that  passive  dilata-  when  exposed  by  removing  the  linins^ 
tion  of  the  orifice,  with  insufiiciency  of  membrane,  possesses  the  characters  and 
the  valves  to  effect  its  perfect  closure,  appearance  of  being  formed  by  distinct 
must  have  existed.    The  cavity  of  the  and    well-developed  .muscular  fibres, 
auricle  is  dilated,   the  parietes  some-  apparent  without  the  aid  of  a  micros - 
what  more  dense  than  usual ;  but  no  cope ;  but  when  viewed  in  their  mag- 
traces  of  chronic  inflammation  can  be  nined  state,  their  existence  is  rendered 
detected  in  the  interior;  the  endocar-  indisputable.      With  some   degree  of 
dium    is     deeply    tinged   with    red,  caution,  and  slight  forcible   traction, 

Serhaps  from  imbibition  the  appendix  these  muscular  fibres  were   divisible 

ilated,  and  its  musculi  pectinati  well  into  three  separate  layers ;    the  two 

developed.     The  remarks  made  with  first  of  which,  consisting  of  the  inter- 

regard  to  this  auricle  and  valves  apply  nal  and  middle  layers,  had  a  quantity 

equally  to  the  right.    The  cavity  of  of  fine  condensed  cellular  membrane 

the  right  ventricle  is  encroached  upon,  interposed :  the  distinction  between  the 

and  diminished,  by  the  bulging  of  a  second  and  third  layers  was  not  so 
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attainable,  as  much  difficalty  was  ex-  phied  condition  of  the  heart.     The 

perienced  in  effecting  their  separation,  other  intestines  were  sliffhtl^,  but  not 

The  direction  which  the  hypertrophied  proportionably,  distended  with  flatus ; 

flbres  assumed  was  pronounced  to  be  the  transverse  colon  being  more  free 

threefold — longitudinal,    circular,  and  than  usual.    The  stomach,  wlien  laid 

oblique ;    the   interlacements   of  the  open,  contained  a  quantity  of  thick 

latter  produced,  in  many  places,  an  pulpy    greenish -coloured    substance, 

obscunty  in  the  arrangement  of  the  which  was  collected  into  a  mass  at  its 

former.    In  those  parts  corresponding  left  extremity.      The  interior  of  the 

to  the  yellowish  discolourations,  the  stomach  exhibited  a  very  remarkable 

continmty  of  the  fibres  was  interrupted,  and  beautiful  pathological  specimen  of 

and  not  unfrequently  destroyed,  the  extensive  submucous  cellular  emphy- 

extemal   tunic    being   visible    under-  sema,  occupying  the  anterior  and  pos- 

neath.     The  arteria  innominata  was  terior  surfaces,  great  and  small  curva- 

dilated  in  its  calibre  as  far  as  its  bifur-  tures  of  this  viscus. 

cation  into  the  carotid  and  subclavian ;  The    air,    which    was    infiltrated 

its  coats  thickened,  except  at  its  origin,  through  the  submucous  cellular  tissue, 

where,  from  the  attenuation  or  atrophy  caused  the  mucous  membrane  to  be 

of  the  structures  of  the  vessel,  they  elevated  into  large  vesicles,  several  of 

were  perfectly  diaphanous,  in  an  ex-  which  were  grouped  together  in  the 

tent  of  surface  equalling  the  circum-  form  of  clusters,  of  a  greenish-white 

ference  of  a  sixpence.     Complete  ab-  colour,  downy  feel,  and  frothy  appear- 

sorption  of  the  fibres  of  the  middle  ance,  like  a  number  of  soap-bubbles 

coat,  so  well  developed  in  every  other  floating  on  the  surface  of  water.    The 

portion  of  the  arch,  was  considered  to  mucous  membrane  thus  separated  from 

oe  the  cause  of  the  diaphanous  state  of  the  muscular  coat  formea,  in  several 

the  arteria  innominata  at  its  origin,  places,  a  prominent  surface,  elevtlted 

The  internal  and  external  coats  were  above  that  in  its  vicinitv  from  a  more 

perfect.    At  the  posterior  part  of  the  extensive  infiltration  of  air  into  the 

arch,  immediately  behind,  and  at  a  cellular  tissue;    also  firom  rupture  of 

short  distance  from  the  left  subclavian  the  cells,  and  consequent  coiQescenee 

arteiT,  is   a  well-defined  aneurismal  with  each  other.    The  interior  of  the 

pouch,  capable  of  containing  a  small-  organ  thus  afSscted  had  lost  completely 

sized  walnut,  with  a  capacious  circular  its    normal    characters  ;     the    rugs, 

aperture,  smooth  and  flistening;  the  mucous  follicles,  and  ^tric  glands, 

hning  membrane  of  uie  artery  and  being  thus  rendered  indistinct  and  ob- 

aneurismal  pouch  beinff  continuous.  literated  by  this  gaseous  exudation  or 

The  apex  of  this  globular  sac  was  secretion  into  the  cellular  membrane, 
much  thinner  than  at  the  origin  of  the  Towards  the  pylorus,  the  air-vesicles 
sac.  Externally,  it  was  adherent  to  were  less  numerous,  discrete,  and 
the  sides  of  the  bodies  of  the  third  and  slightly  elevated,  in  consequence  of  the 
fourth  dorsal  vertebrie,  which  presented  integrity  of  the  cells,  and  their  non- 
deep  indentations — the  consequence  of  communication  with  each  other.  The 
absorptiop  produced  by  the  pressure  of  mucous  membrane  here  retained  its 
the  aneurismal  pouch.  pale  colour,  and  smooth  soft  villous 

In  the  abdomen  some  fluid  was  con-  surfiice.  By  pressing  the  coats  of  the 
tained,  scarcely  amounting  to  a  quart,  stomach  between  the  fingers,  the  ere- 
No  traces  of  peritoneal  mflammation  pitation  of  air  was  rendered  obvious, 
could  be  detected.  The  stomach,  which  not  only  to  the  sense  of  touch,  but  also 
was  distended  to  a  great  degree,  did  to  that  of  hearing ;  so  that,  bv  subject- 
not  collapse,  as  in  ordinary  cases,  ing  the  larger  lobules  and  clusters  to 
when  the  cesophagus  was  cut  across  an  ordinary  degree  of  pressure,  and 
two  or  three  inches  above  the  cardiac  by  passing  the  scalpel  lightly  over 
orifice.  By  its  distension,  the  dia-  their  surfa^,  the  crepitation  thus  occa- 
phragm  was  pushed  upwards,  and  the  sioned  resembled  the  crackling  so  per- 
left  pleural  cavity  encroached  upon,  ceptible  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the 
The  tense  state  of  the  muscular  fibres  neck  and*  thorax  after  fracture  of  the 
of  the  diaphragm  was  rendered  more  ribs,  with  injury  of  the  lung.  Exter- 
remarkable,  as  the  reverse  mi^ht  have  nally,  the  bulging  of  the  left  or  emphy- 
been  expected  firom  the  eflfiision  into  sematous  extremity  of  the  stomach 
the  pleiual  cavities,  and  the  hypertio-  was  pronounced  to  be  much  greater 
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than   natural.      When   thrown   into  fants.     It  w^s  when  seyen  or  eight 

water,  the  entire  org^an  floated  buoyant  months  old,  that  I  first  was  perenaded 

on  the  surface,  whilst  other  portions  of  of  the  general  dulness  of  his  skin,  and 

the  intestinal  canal  sank.  the  purple  hue  of  his  lips  and  nails^  and 

This  disease  was  limited  in  its  ex-  that  I  remarked  the  occasional  aggra- 

tent,  as  no  trace  of  it  coi^d  be  disco-  vation  of  this  when  crying,  and^  on 

vered  in  any  other  part  of  the  intestinal  certain  days,  even  without  such  exer- 

canal.     The  duoaeuum,  the  c«cum,  tion,  into  positive  liyidity.    More  re* 

and  its  valves,  were  healthy;  the  liver  cently,  at -such  times,  dark  blue  veins 

was  wei^ht^,  enlarged,  indurated ;  its  mieht  be  seen  in  his  fingers  and  toes, 

mottled  incised  suriace,  of  brown  and  ana  even  in  his  lips  and  nose,  perfectly 

white,  corresponded,  with  tolerable  ac-  distinct,  while   the  capillary  vessels^ 

curacy,  to  the  colour  of  a  grated  nut-  bein^  e<iually  dark,  gave  the  whole  a 

meg.  deeply  livid  tint.    His  nulse  and  res- 

[To  b€  continued.]  piration  were  very  variaole,  sometimes 

very  slow,   and   sometimes  very   fre- 


CA8B  OF  (^uent.    When  oppressed,  the  respira- 

BLUE    DISEASE,    FROM    A    RARE    ^»^"«  ^^"^  ^  *«*  ™  ff"°*^  *°^  ^"5 
«•  4 «  «,r>,««, .  ».^^«  ^«  .^^ . ««  drawn  qmckly  to  the  full,  were  retained 

MALFORMATION  OF  HEART.  f^  fo,\^  ^^^^  ^d  then  expiration 

Br  Jambs  Douglas,  Esq.  ^^  pla?«.  "^«  graduaUy.     Nothing 

Member  of  the  Facility  of  Physidiuui  and  fttr-    abnormal  IS  detected  bv  Iw^Mng  to 

Keooaof  Glaaffow,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  ftc.       his  chest,  the  sounds  of  the  heart  beilig 

(Fbr  tki  Medical  GasetteJ  ^"J,^  "^"^  »"^  '^5^-  ,  _ 

Teethinff  commenced  in  Jnne.     The 

two  centnu  incisors  of  the  upper  jaw 

Any  malformation  of  the  heart,  per-  first  appeared,  then  the  two  central 

mitting  the  venous  blood  to  mingle  below,  then  the  two  lateral  above,  then 

with  the  arterial,  before  the  distribution  the  first  molar  above,  then  the  first 

of  the  latter  to  the  systen^,  will  produce  molar  below,  while  the  lower  lateral 

the  *'  blue  disease,'*  and  we  find  that  incisors  had  not  come  through  up  to 

the  most  frequent  cause  of  this  com-  the  period  of  his  death.    This  irre^- 

mixture  is  the  patency  of  the  foramen  larity,  being  attended  as  usual  with 

ovale.    In  the  followm^  case  the  ana-  considerable  constitutional  disturbimce, 

tomical  cause  of  the  disease  was  very  of   course  amavated  the  symptoms 

different  from  what  we  usually  see;  arisingfrom  the  state  of  his  circulation, 

indeed,  I  cannot  find  an  instance  pre-  In  July  he  had  a  bad  fit,  of  a  con. 

cisely  similar  on  record.    Besides,  as  vulsive  nature,  which  lasted  for  nearly 

the  case  occurred  in  my  own  family,  two  hours :  he  was  in  the  country,  and 

and  was  watched  with  the  most  painful  by  the  time  I  arrived  he  had  fidlen 

interest,  the  account  which  1  can  give  into  a  quiet  sleep.     It  left  no  bad 

of  it  should  be  more  than  usually  full  effects  behind.    About  a  week  after, 

and  correct.  he  had  another,  but  slighter,  and  three 

Mv  little  son,  Thomas  Douglas,  was  weeks  after  this  a  third.'  The  warm 

as  mump  and  firm  as  other  children  at  bath  was  used  while  he  was  in  each, 

birtn  (Sept.  4,   1840),  only  so  dark  and  a  clyster  administered.    About  the 

coloured  that  the  nurse  thought  he  had  beginning  of  November,  just  after  re^ 

been  half  strangled  by  the  cord,  which  turning  to  town,  he  had  one,  about  2 

was    twice    round   his   neck.     When  p.m.    1  hap^ned  to  come  in  just  as  he 

about  four   months  old,  his    mother  took  it,  and  it  was  the  first  that  I  had 

wondered  that  his  skin  had  not  cleared,  seen  him  in.    lie  was  quite  insensible, 

and  began  to  think  that  he  was  pecu-  with  a  good  deal  of  convulsive  action 

liarly  Dlue  in  his  colour  at  times.    It  of  hmbs,  some  foaming  at  the  mouth, 

is  truly  said  that  mothers  have  keener  no  distortion  of  face,  but  the  pupils 

eves  than  any  one  else,  with  regard  to  turned  upward,  quite  out  of  sight.    On 

tKeir  ofl&pring,  for  1  oonld  not,  or  would  the  convulsions  ceasing,  in  about  a 

not,  see  any  thiii||         'lumon  about  (quarter  of  an  hour,  he  remained  insen- 

him  for  a  long  wn           •  r  this.    He  sible,  but  calm,  the  pupils  still  turned 

throve  well,  and  \              l-teoopered,  ujp,  thft  face  jwde,  the  breathing  slower 

and  smOed,  bot  he                  'bed  loud,  VMHML  ^^  *^  ^^^  ^^^  perspiring 

exhibited  aM                 notl  in-  ^^^^Sum  pulse  not  to  befelt  at  the 
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wrist.  He  was  put  into  a  hot  bath  for  five  the  point  of  his  nose,  and  his  fingers 

minutes,  and  had  six  or  seven  ounces  of  in  their  whole  length,  were  absolutely 

warm  soapy  water  with  two  tea-spoon-  blue.     He  was    cryinfir  violently,  as 

fuls    of    turpentine    injected,    which  feeling  much  oppressed.    He  held  out 

brought  away  a  deal  of  wind,  and  but  his  arms  to  me,  and  1  took  him;  and 

little  fiBculent  matter.    In  two  hours  then  he  did  the  same  to  his  mother, 

he  opened  his  eyes,  and  became  sen<-  Immediately  afterwards  he  became  in- 

sible,  appeared  very  thirsty,  took  some  sensible,  without  any  convulsion ;  the 

drink,  and  seemed  much  exhausted,  blue  colour  disappeared,  and  he  became 

but  did  not  sleep  till  seven  in  the  even-  quite  pale;  his  pulse  sunk  to  4^,  and 

ing.    Five  days  after  this,  about  9  p.m.,  his  breathing  to  10,  in  the  minute;  and 

he  had  a  fit,  out  without  convulsions,  at  five  minutes   past   3  he   expired; 

and  remained  insensible  for  two  hours  this  last  fit  having  lasted  just  twentv- 

and  a  half.    Towards  the  end  of  that  five  minutes.    He  was  fifteen  montns 

time,  he  seemed  just  expiring,  being  old  the  day  he  died, 

pulseless  and  cold,  but  gradually  re-  Inspection. — ^December  7th.<— He  was 

vived  by  the  liberal  administration  of  opened  by.  Dr.  J.  6.  Fleming,  in  the 

hot  brandy  and  water,  and  before  1  presence  of  Dr.  Wilson  and  myself, 

in  the  morning  was  much  in  his  usual  The  lungs  appeared  quite  healthy,  and 

state.    He  got  some  refreshing  sleep,  without  any  engorgement.    The  mo- 

and  was  as  well  as  usual  the  next  day,  ment  the  pericardium  was  opened,  it 

Three  or  four  similar  fits  occurred  in  the  was  obvious  what  was  wrong.    The 

course  of  this  month.  aorta  was  seen  rising  from  the  middle 

On  December  2d  he  was  sent  out  to  of  the  heart,  and  appearing  more  pro- 

et  the  air,  as  the  day  was  mild,  and  he  minent  than  usual,  because  not  over- 

lad  not  been  out  of  the  house  for  three  lapped  by  the  pulmonary  artery,  which 

weeks.    Just  when  crossing  the  street  was  less  in  size  than  a  writing-quill, 

he  brought  up  a  mouthful  or  two  of  The    heart  and  lungs  were  removed 

blood,  and  his  nurse  ran  in  with  him.  together. 

I  arrived  in  a  few  minutes,  and  found  The  heart  was  gorged  with  blood; 

him  faint,  with  his  face  still  bloody,  the  auricles  were  opened  from  behind; 

A  little  cold  water  was  given  him,  and  the  forapien  ovale  was  open,  and  about 

he  revived.    He  then  fell  asleep,  ap-  three*eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter; 

parently  from  exhaustion,  and  slept  for  the  aorta  was  about  a  third  lax^er  than 

an  hour  and  a  half.    About  4  p.m.  half  usual  in  a  child  of  his  size,  ana  took  its 

a  tea-cupful  was  brought  up,  and  some  origin  equally  from  both  ventricles ;  it 

of  it,  which  bad  been  caught  in  a  basin,  haa  the  usual  three  valves  at  its  com- 

was  shown  me,  and  was  fluid,  and  in-  mencement.  The  ductus  arteriosus  was 

timately  mixed  with  minute  bubbles  of  open,  scarcely  larger  than  a  crow-quill, 

air,  so  that  I  made  up  my  mind  that  it  1mm  where  it  joined  the  pulmonary 

was   from  the   lungs.    After  it  came  artery,  the  latter  divided  into  its  right 

away  he  appeared  relieved, and  lighter,  and  left  branches;  but  its  trunk  was 

About  3  A.M.  c^  the  3d,  I  was  called  up,  little  larger  than  a  erow-quOl,  back  to 

his  nurse  saying  he  was  going  to  bring  near  the  right  ventricle,  where  it  was 

up  more  blood.    He  seemed  hawking  quite  impervious, 

something  in   his  throat,  and  blood  The  apex  of  the  heart  was  next  cut 

appeared  at  his  nostrils;  a  little  was  ofiE^  when  the  two  ventricles  were  seen 

spit  up,  and  more  seemed  to  be  swal-  to  be  of  equal  thickness.    The  handle 

lowed.    This  was  no  doubt  the  reason  of  the  scalpel  passed  from  each  of  them 

why  I  was  told  at  first  that  he  had  into  the  aorta.    The  septum  was  defi- 

vomited  the  blood :  probably  he  did  so  cient,  just  at  the  root  of  the  aorta, 

after  he  had  swallowed  iL  In  the  fore-  presenting  a  smooth  concave  border, 

noon  of  the  following  day  he  was  quite  leaving  an  opening  through  which  the 

lively.  forefinger  could  be  passed.   The  mitral 

December  4th. — ^This  morning  he  did  and  tricuspid  valves  were  normal.  The 

not  appear  to  be  so  well  as  ususu,  being  upper  angle  of  the  right  ventricle  was 

more  oppressed  and  blue.    At  twenty  duected  as   usual  to  the  pulmonary 

minutes   to   3  in  the  afternoon  his  airtery;  but  there  was  no  opening,  nor 

mother  brought  him  to  me,  saying  she  were  there  any  traces  of  valves.    The 

feared  he  was  going  to  take  another  other  viscera  appeared  naturaL 

fit.     He  was  very  livid;  bis  lips,  and  The  course  of  the  circulation  must 

774.— XXXI.  C 
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here  hare  been  very  uncommon,  inas*  aggravated  form  of  the  disease  oo  long 

much  as  the  blood  must  have  passed  ^miliar  to  us.    The  chief  diflerence 

in  a  vetrograde  direction  through  the  between  the  two  seems  to  be,  that,  in 

ductus  arteriosus,  that  being  the  only  the  former,  the  bile  andodier  secretions 

way  in  which  any  could  get  to  the  are  suppressed;  while,  in  the  latter, 

lungs,  as  the  root  of  the  pulmonary  they  still  flow.    This  arises,  I  conceive, 

artery  was  closed.   The  blood  from  the  frdm  the  blood  being  drained  of  its 

svstem,  poured  from  the  venie  cavie  into  fluid  parts  much  more  rapidly  in  Asiatic 

the  ri^nt  auricle,  and  that  from  the  than  m  English  cholera, 

lungs  mto  the  left,  from  the  pulmonary  In  common  diarrhoea,  as  well  as  in 

veins,  must  have  mineled  freely  in  their  English  cholera,  the  stools  consist  of 

passage  simultaneously  into  the  aorta :  the  waterv  part  of  the  blood,  holding 

oesides  that,  a  portion  of  the  contents  some  small  proportion  of  albumen  in 

of  the  right  auricle  must  have  passed  solution.    Suppose  this  drained  away 

directly  into  the  left,  to  help  to  fill  it,  with  great  rapidity,  the  blood  would 

the  quantity  which  had  come  through  not  be  in  a  state  to  circulate  freely 

the  lungs  having  been  very  small  indeed,  through  the  glands,  and,  consequently. 

It  was  no  wonder  that  the  poor  little  their  secretions  would  be  suppressed, 

fellow  should  have  been  blue,  as  a  mix-  Aggravate  this  state,  and  you  will  have 

ture  of  three-fourths  or  four-fifths  of  not  merely  water  holding  albumen  and 

venous  blood,  with  but  one-fourth  or  salts  in  solution,  but  the  Uquor  san- 

fifth  of  arterial,  vras  the  fluid  supplied  guinis  itself  thrown  out,  and  hence  the 

for  his  eeneral  circulation.  flakes  in  the  watery  motions  of  Asiatic 

The  fittle  sufierer  received  temporary  cholera.    It  might  thus,  perhaps,  be 

relief  from  hot  brandy  and  water,  of  inferred  that  the  same  causes  that  bring 

which  he  became  very  fond ;  also  from  about  our  common  cholers^  may,  when 

a  mixture  containing  ether  and  am-  acting  with  greater  intensity,  give  rise 

monia;  and  for  six  weeks  before  his  to  the  more  severe  disease.    The  livi- 

death  he  suflfered  a  good  de^  from  dity  of  the  countenance  is  produced  in 

cough,  which  was  somewhat  relieved  the  same  manner  as  the  suppression  of 

by  a  mixture    of  mucilage  and  the  the  secretions ;  for,  as  Dr.  Stevens  has 

camphorated  tincture  of  opium.    His  proved,  when  blood  is  deprived  of  its 

intellect  was  always  clear  and  livelv.  serum,  and,  with  it,  its  saline  consti- 

About  the  month  of  July  he  was  able  tuent8,arterialization  cannot  take  places 

to  stand  at  a  chair ;  but  after  the  fits  the  whole  of  the  blood  in  the  arteries, 

came  on  he  never  attempted  to  set  his  as  well  as  the  veins,  is  dark-coloured ; 

feet  to  the  ground.    Br.  Wilson  was  and  this  dark-coloured  blood,  circulat- 

extremely  kind  in  seeing  him,  and  sug-  ing  in  the  capillaries,  gives  a  hvid  tinge 

gesting  remedies  to  relieve  him ;  but  a  to  the  countenance.    As  the  blood  is 

cure  was  too  pkdnly  out  of  the  question,  rendered  thicker,  and,  at   the    same 

time,  cannot  obtain  its  proper  quantity 

ASIATIC  CHOLERA.  of  oxygen   (from  the  absence  of  its 
saline  constituents),  the  heat  of  the 

n  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^J„»   Hf^ntflL  *fifSi  "^iLlT 

ceivmg    its    proper    stimulus,    beats 

Sib,  faintly ;  and  hence  the  coldness  of  the 

A  PEW  days  since  I  was  called  to  a  case  snrface,  and  the  weakness  or  absence 

which  presented  all  the  symptoms  of  of  the  pulse. 

thetrue  Asiatic  cholera  in  a  much  milder  According  to  an  analysis  of  cholera 

form  than  the  cases  I  saw  at  Oxford  stools  by   Wittstock,  of  Berlin,   they 

during  the  epidemic  of  1831.    Since  consist  of:— 

that  time  several  cases  of  Asiatic  cholera  __ 

have  been  reported   in   the   medical  ^***'       ;       '        '  .^^  '    ^  '     ^^^^*® 

journals  as  occurring  sporadically  dur-  Chloride  of  sodium,  with  a  few 

ing  the    prevalence  of   the    common  P^rts  of  cMonde  of  potassium  .            60 

ELlish  cW    This  would  seem  to  '^^Z:^^^^'^^'^^^^^^^             '' 

render  it  probable  that  such  sporadic  ^    hydrochlorite  of  ammonia, 

cases  may  have  passed  unnoticed  before  ^ts,  With  organic  acids,  traces 

the  dr^dfiil  epidemic  to  which  I  have  of  uric  acid,  and  osmazome                  r,0 

referred,  and  that  the  Asiatic  cholera  . 

itself  may  be  nothing  more  than  an  2OOO-0  I 


DR.  ATRES'  CASE  OF  ASIATIC  CHOLERA.  19 

The  most  remarkable  part  of  this  laxed,  but  the  motions  contain  no  trace 
analysis  is  the  presence  of  aric  acid  $  of  bile ;  tongue  cool,  but  clean, 
and  it  proves,  if  correct,  that  that  sub-  Xo  continue  the  pilla ;    to  take  a  tea- 
stance,  instead  of  being  separated  from  spoonful  of  brandy  every  hour,  and  have 
the  blood  by  the  kidneys,  flows  with  afootaeofhot  water  applied  to  the  feet, 
the  fluid  portion  of  the  blood,  which  _^             mi.      i  •                         i 
holds  it  in  solution,  into  the  intestines.  10  p.m.— The  skm  warmer;   pulse 
Italsoassistsinprovingthatthefunctaon  f  ^0 ;  cramps  have  been  rather  severe ; 
of  the  glandular  orgwis  is  merely  that  ^*^*"'  t°^  ^^^^^  symptoms  much  the 
of  separating  from  the  blood  substances  same,  but  the  bowels  have  scarcely 
prtjvioasly  contained  in  it.    I  am  not  °»oved.    No  unne  has  passed  smce  the 
aware  that  suppression  of  urine  has  commencement  of  the  attack, 
been  noticed  either  in  severe  diarrhoea  To  oontiniie  the  brandy  and  pills, 
or  English  cholera :  but  this  is  a  point  8th,  9  a.m. — Reaction  complete ;  the 
which  deserves  investigation.    I  shall  skin  hot ;   the  pulse  quick ;  the  face 
now  proceed  to  detail  the  case.  flushed ;  tongue  dry  and  red ;  bowels 

Sept.  7th.— I  was  called  at  6  a.m.  to  not  moved  since  yesterday;  vomiting 

see  a  girl,  aged  10,  the  daughter  of  a  ceased ;  the  eyes  much  injected.     The 

labourer  in  this  town,  who  had  been  ignorant  mother  of  the  girl  has  given 

attacked    about  12  p.m.  with  severe  herhalfapintofbrandy  since  yesterday 

vomiting  and  purging.     She  had  com-  morning,  and.  rather   overdosed   her. 

Elained  of  sickness  the  preceding  day.  The    indications  appeared   to  be,    to 

he  had  eaten  fruit  two  davs  before ;  moderate  the  reaction,   to  move  the 

but  merely  an  apple  yesterday.    The  bowels,  and  at  the  same  tmie  prevent 

general  aspect  of  the  countenance  was  any  return  of  the  vomiting.    For  thLi 

anxious;  the  eyes  sunk,  with  a  livid  purpose  I  ordered  the  following  mix* 

circle  surrounding  them ;    the  cheeks  ture  :— 

also  were  verv  slightly  livid ;   the  sur-  r  po^^,  Nj^rat.  3J. ;  Magncs.  Sulph. 

face  was  cold,  particularly  the  hands  Svj.i   Acid.  Hydrocyan.  DU.  ITlxij.; 

and  feet ;  the  pulse  rather  quick,  but  Aquae,  Jvj.  Cap.  c.  j.  amp.  2di8  horis. 

very  small  and  weak.    There  was  con-  «            mu    •       ,l-        *  .v.           i. 

stant  nausea,  frequent  vomiting  of  a  ..^  ^'^-""R^  V'Jr^r'''''?^'??i7^J'!f 

colourless  watery  fluid,  and  the  motions  disappeared,  but  the  face  is  still  flushed, 

flowed  away  in  the  bed.    Themotions,  and  of  a  bnghter  colour.    The  pulse 

as  shewn  by  the  sheets,  were  colourless,  ^^  s^^J^  ^^  «?»  and  there  has  been  no 

with  a  faint  and  not  particularly  di»*.  recurrence  of  the  vomiting :  the  bowels 

agreeable  odour,  and  a  fibrinous  flaky  ^^^  y^t  moved, 

substance  was  left  on  the  sheet :  in  Cont.  Mistura. 

short,  they  were  exactly  such  as  T  had  9  p.m.  —  Going  on    well,   but   no 

seen  in  the  cases  of  1831.    Cramps  of  motion. 

the  legs  and  abdominal  muscles  fre-  *  p^l^,  j^p,  „^  v.  statim. 

quently  occurred;  and  there  was  dis-  ^^    «            Ji    %        ,1.        * 

tressing  thirst,  the  patient  constantly  9th,  9  a.m.— The  bowels  have  been 

calling  for  cold  water.  relieved  three  times ;  motions  yellow  j 

loideredhera  tea-spoonful  of  brandy  pujse  76  j  some  gnping  pams  m  the 

every  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  a  mixture  abdomen.  * 

of  creta  with  opium.  Cont.  Mistura. 

8  A.M.— Vomiting  and  purging  of  the  8  p.h.— Pulse  70;   countenance  ra- 

same  fluid  continue.    She  has  rejected  ther  flushed;  tongue  dean  and  moist ; 

each  dose  of  the  mixture.    The  cramps  no   sickness ;    bowels    relieved   twice 

have  somewhat  diminished.    The  other  since  last  night;  motions  yellow.    Is 

symptoms  as  at  the  last  visit.    Ordered,  now  asleep. 

Hydr.  Submur.  Opu  Pulv.  aa.  gr.  u. ;  lOth.—ConvalMcent. 

Glycerrhiz.  Pulv.  gr.  xv.  ft.  pU.  xij.  I  think  aU  will  agree  with  me  m 

cap.  j.  om.  aemihora.  considenng    this    a    case    of   Asiatic 

Continue  the  brandy.    Allowed  to  drink  ^^olera ;  or,  which  is  the  same  thin^,  a 

as  muc>  cold  wat^  as  she  Ukes.  case  presenting  every  distinguishing 

feature  of  that  disease. — I  am,  sir, 

2  P.M.  —  Vomiting  continues  after  Your  obedient  servant, 

taking  any  thing;  pulse  100,  weak;  Pmjlip  B.  Atres,  M.D. 

great  thirst ;  bowels  not  so  much  re-  Tbame,  Sept.  12, 1842. 
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REMARKABLE  CONSTIPATION.        in  its  progress,  and  on  withdniwing  it 

it  18  always    firmly    grasped,     as    if 
Imability  to  empty  the  Bowels  dnring  Three    spasmodic  action  existed  in  that   por- 

y^^re.  ^QQ  pf  jljg  bowel. 

Bt  Jamks  Chalmrbs,  Surgeon,  Quinine  and  rhubarb  have  been  daily 

Cape  o(  Good  Hope.  administered,  leeches  to  the  groins,  and 

(For  the  Medical  Gazette.)  cupping-elasses    to    spine    when      the 

^  ^  menstrual  nenod  was  anticipated,  or 

when  spinal  irritation  existed. 
S.  C.  iBt.  20.  It  appears  that  she  has  In  August,  I  had  an  opportuiiity  of 
been  troubled  with  constipated  bowels  using  a  powerful  electro-magnetic  ap- 
e^'er  since  her  birth.  Iler  mother  paratus  once  or  twice,  which,  on  one 
states  that  she  never  knew  her  to  have  occasion,  had  a  favourable  influence  in 
a  hUttA  without  the  use  of  a  piece  of  causing  spontaneous  action  of  bowels, 
soap  introduced  into  the  rectum.  At  The  pulse  was  much  accelerated,  and 
the  period  of  puberty,  menstruation  considerable  excitement  was  produced 
fxrturred  imperfectly  :  she  was  about  during  the  continuance  of  the  passage 
10  years  of  age,  of  a  pale  complexion,  of  the  electro-magnetic  current,  which 
and  of  sedentary  habits.  Pil.  Aloes,  was  applied  to  tne  epigastric  region 
c.  Myrrh,  with  Ferri  Sulph.  were  pre-  and  spinal  column.  Sne  was  attacked 
%cn\ft'A.  with  the  prevailing  epidemic  (rubeola) 

Pn'viotts  to  the  commencement  of  and  had  it  mildly :  cough  was  the 
oar  hiDtory,  her  bowels  acted  imper*  most  urgent  symptom,  and  remained 
Uacily,  and  menstruation  was  irre^lar ;  for  some  months  afterwards,  but  had 
in  iii^rch  1839,  the  following  is  the  more  of  a  spasmodic  or  sympathetic 
nr/ti>  made.  than  inflammatory  character.     Her  rest 

Tiiih  CHS4:  now  assumes  an  interesting  is  bad,  and  spirits  have  been,  at  times, 
eliiira/;tfT :  fche  hat  not  had  a  stool  for  much  depressed.  Every  remedial  means 
10  day*;  there  is  no  fever,  pain,  or  have  been  resorted  to.  Croton  oil  bad 
M/:;kri'%A,  present.  Purgative  medicines  a  fair  trial,  both  internally  and  ende- 
</f  «rv«fry  Kind  liave  been  given.  On  mically,  but  without  any  effect ;  vomit- 
tr;^  7^h  March,  after  fruitless  attempts  ing  was  produced  when  large  doses 
«i*h  th«;  common  enema  syringe,  a  were  administered. 
x»Aft:  ( ^ituWar  to  that  recommended  by  October  1840.— The  case  has  con- 
in,  t/Hi'trni:  in  his  work  on  Defecation)  tinned  the  same  for  some  months  back, 
%kJt  yt'Titly  introduced,  and  pushed  up  the  bowels  never  having  been  relieved 
'  \,.ih\Auy^  a  little  soap  ana  water  at  but  by  artificial  means.  Tonic  medi- 
iT.'fT^'ii*"  until  it  reached  14  inches  at  cines  in  great  variety  have  been  ad- 
I'-'iA*,  Infnuion  of  Senna  was  then  ministered — Carbonate  of  Iron,  Tinct. 
l/\,!/.rtf4  tip  till  the  aMomen  was  dis-  Ferri  Mur.,  Iodine,  Strychnine,  in 
U;.'j*4,  In  a  few  minutcH,  one  or  combination  with  bitter  purgative  ex- 
lino  yttft'%  of  Mrybalous  matter,  flat-  tracts,  horse  exercise,  shower-baths, 
•/-j^d,  pftl^,  y^'llow,  and  of  faint  smell,  sponging  with  the  nitro-muriatic  lotion, 
»*-f*:  ynMAfA  Hffr  ap|>etite  is  very  frictions  on  spine  and  abdomen,  &c. 
I/V3  J  I  iok  n'vcr  any  desire  to  eat  or-  After  the  use  of  the  nitro-muriatic  acid, 
*s',':ry  if/A-f  for  dayu,  mcrclv  picks  the  skin  became  highly  tinged  with  bile, 
k,  »,*\»-,  at  the  break fa«it -table,  or  the  linen  stained  by  the  cutaneous 
*A^*A  %K*t,uU  or  raininhf  or  an  orange,  perspiration,  and  the  urine  was  loaded ; 
%;,1  »>tf'fr<t  thirsty.  Tongue  white ;  pa-  all  the  symptoms  of  icterus,  except 
^...)*  \y.r '/*'.',  p(hm*  NjKjngy ;  pulse  90,  nausea  and  vomiting,  were  present. 
%u,>...,  ifktik  ;  hkin  dry  anu  Imrhh,  The  total  want  of  appetite  for  natural 

'/f.  tn«'  Hth,  l>rh,  llth,  and  14th,  the  food  at  times  still  continues,  and  her 
fc3»f/i'r  «,'a/i»i  vfc'T/'  un'-d,  but  unhucceHH-  existence  is  a  wonder  to  every  one, 
fu^r/,  ^>«  ihi' J.'iih,  0  ♦:  tiiln;  w;ii»aj;ain  taking  so  little  nourishment  as  she 
uis/'d    Hith  a  tntfft:   (avourable    eflcct;     does. 

i  lU  of  Ut:ct'^  csiffu:  an  ay  in  hmall  f»cy-  During  the  month  of  December  1839, 
balouH  flattenf'd,  nui^.'H,  from  which  January,  February,  March,  and  April 
considerable  t*'\'u'.(  wan  exiK*ricnccd.  1840,  she  had  only  two  evacuations  by 
There  appears  to  be  an  obstruction  a    the  usual  means.    My  accidental  ab- 

little  above  **■"    ' '"^  flexure  of  the    scncc  wa4  partly  the  reason  of  so  long  a 

colon;   th  -ally  checked    period  passing  without  an  evacuation ; 
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she  suffered  very  much  during  part  of  is  expanded  during  the  act  of  inspira- 

the  period  mentioned,  but  slie  is  daily  tion,  there  is  a  tendency  for  a  vacuum 

enabled  to  take  exercise,  and  to  con-  to  be  formed  in  the  cavity  of  the  peri- 

tinue  her  domestic  amusements.  cardiam,    and  that    the  blood,  urged 

May  1841. — The  fccces  passed  now  onwards  by  the  weight  of  the  atmos- 
on  using  the  tube  have  a  stronger  smell  phere  to  occupy  that  space,  rushes 
and  more  natural  appearance.  The  along  the  veins  with  increased  velocity 
obstruction  in  the  bowels  does  not  at  that  time,  there  bein^  a  si^ciul  pro- 
seem  so  decided ;  a  torpor  exists,  and  vision  to  prevent  the  main  trunks  from 
there  is  a  narrowing  of  the  anus,  but  on  collapsing  when  the  pressure  is  so  di- 
introducing;  the  finger  per  rectum,  to  rected  upon  them,  I  was  led  to  con- 
examine  Its  condition,  when  with-  elude  that  the  rigid  structure  of  the 
drawn  it  is  covered  by  foeces.  veins  of  the  liver  was  intended  to  allow 

April  1842. — Matters  continue  much  the  blood  to  flow  from  the  gland  into 

the  same  as  before ;  no  evacuation  with-  the  heart,  under  the  same  power  of 

out  artificial  means  once  in  four,  five,  or  compression,  with  an  accelerated  rate 

eight  weeks ;  the  health  is  failing,  and  of  motion,  and  without  their  undergoing 

the  internal  organs  begin  to  sympathise  any  diminution  of  their  calibres.  Some 

as  her  years  increase ;  leucorrhoea  has  remarkable  peculiarities  in  the  relative 

been   more  or  less  present  for  some  situation  of  the  hepatic  veins  to  the 

months,  although  checked  by  ly tta ;  right  auricle,  particularly  as  influenced 

her  lips  are  not  feverish  ;  the  abdomen  by  the  successive  movements  of  the 

tumid :  the  neck  of  uterus  enlarged ;  diaphragm  in  respiration,  seemed  to 

pain  almost  constant  in  the  back  ;  the  corroborate  that  view, 
appetite    not   improved.     A   material        It  is  my  duty  to  mention  that,  before 

diminution  of  bodily  strength,  and  dis-  composing  the  paper  which  contained 

inclination  for  exercise,  have  latterly  these  observations,  I  had  consulted  with 

shown  themselves.  considerable  diligence   all  the  recent 

—  standard  works  on  physiology,  as  well  as 

OX  THE  other  treatises  where  I  thought  the 

CIRCULATION  OF  THE  LIVER.  ?X  2^e1  Se;£Sc^1 

previously  to  others.  But  I  did  not  find 

To  the  Bdior  of  the  Medical  Oaietie,  any   thing  bearing  on  my  inquiries; 

Sir,  indeed,  the  particular  anatomical  struc- 


been  anticipated  in  publishing  certain  ■J?'''^  .  .  .  . 
vie*8  concerning  the  circulation  of  the  "^-  Larson  hM,  however,  shown,  m 
liver,  which  I  wnceived  to  be  novel*.  f.^^^J.  preventing  ^1  dispute,  that 
The  views  alluded  to  related  to  the  the  pnncipaJ  part  of  the  views  which  I 
question-Why  the  ven«cavehepatic«  advanced  had  suggested  themselves 
^ould  be  formed  in  such  a  peculiar  man-  f"^^  ?«»"  ^  '»  ."•  ^™^  ?™: 
ner,  as  compared  with  thVveins  gene-  feasor  of  physiology  m  the  school  of 
rally,  as  to  resist  compression,  ani  pre-  »edi«ne  at  Pans ,  and  at  a  later  penod 
serve  their  walU  patulous,  instead  of  *^  J"' °«?  distinguished  father,  and 
collapsing.  The  explanation  which  I  !*»*  ^^^  former  had  propounded  them 
ofiered  wu  to  the  effect-that  this  struc-  "?/  memon  publishea  in  the  Archives 
ture  aUowed  the  blood  in  the  hepatic  G^nerales  de  M^decine  j  while  the 
veins  to  come  under  the  influence  of  'atter  published  them  in  the  third 
atmospheric  pressure,  so  as  to  be  acce-  f^ition  of  his  Treatise  on  the  Circula- 
leratea  in  its  course  to  the  heart  by  that  *'?"  »{  *e  Blood.  1  cannot  do  other- 
means  :  and  that  the  auxiliary  force  '(««.  therefore,  than  rehnquish  my 
thus  brought  in  aid  of  the  other  powers  «i»»"«  of  pnonly  for  these  views  to 
circulati4  the  blood,  relieved,  in  a  se-  those  gentlemen  ,  and  I  only  venture  to 
condarymanner.thcvesselsof  theportal  jjope  that,  having  been  introduced  again 
system:  It  having  been  shown  by  for-  ^7  ""^  ""dependent  course  of  observa- 
mer  inquirers,  that  when    the  chest  tion  and  reasoningto  the  notice  of  phy- 

^          Biologists,  the  opinions  m  question  may 

*  See  the  Mbd.  gazbttk  for  July.  be  thought  deserving  of  greater  atten- 
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ti^m,  in  futorey  than  has  hitherto  been  parts.     Upon  exposing  the  right  adf   ! 

directed  to  them.  of  the  chest,  a  large  quantity  of  drop-    , 

I  take  thi&  opportunity  of  laying  sical  fluid  escaped ;  and  the  lung,  which 
before  your  readers  some  particulars  of    was  studded  over  its  surface  with  na- 

a  case  which  has  recently  come  under  merous  smdl   sdrrhons  tumoral  was 

my  obserration,  and  which  may  be  inte  -  collapsed,  so  as  to  have  lost,  as  well  s 

resting  from  the  ^ypearances  found  in  conla  be  computed,  about  one-eighth 

the  brer,  after  death,  in  connection  of  its  natural  bulk;  otherwise,  this  lung, 

with  an  unusual  and  remarkable  con-  and  the  superior  portion  of  that  of  the 

dition    of   the   pericardium   and  dia-  left  side,  appeared  natural.     At  this 

phragm,  throwing  light  on  the  ques-  s^age  of  the  dissection  the  appearance 

tion  touched  upon  above.  of  the  pericardium,  which  nad  been 

I  made  the  dissection  to-day  of  a  fe-  unavoidably  opened  in  removing  the 

male,  named  Stallard,  set.  39,  who  has  sternum  and  ribs,  presented  a  singular 

beenundermy  care  in  the  Cancer  ward  of  character.     The  heart  itself   was  of 

the  Middlesex  Hospital  for  the  last  ei^ht  average  dimensions,  and  healthy;  bat 

months.    She  suffered  during  that  time  the   pericardium  did  not  collapse  as 

from  open  cancer  of  the  left  breast,  usual,  so  a&  to  close  upon  the  heart, 

and  had  besides  numerous  scirrhous  Its  walls  were  found  to  be  ncnd,  ^nd 

tumors,  mostly  of  a  small  size,  situated  the  sac  had  the  appearance  or  a  hoi- 

in  different  parts  of  the  body.    The  low  case  or  basin,  formed    of   solid 

cancerous  ulceration  of  the  left  breast  material.      The   explanation    of   this 

spread  superficially  ;  and  all  around  it,  peculiarity    was   soon    apparent.      It 

from  the  clavicle  to  the  lower  margin  nas    been    stated    that    the    morbid 

of  the  chest,  and  from  the  sternum  to  structure  affecting  the  exterior  of  the 

the  axilla,  the  skin  and  muscles  were  chest  extended  to  the  left  lung,   and 

converted  into  a  thick,  nodulated  mass  converted  its  anterior  and  lower  pans 

of  scirrhous  substance,  adherent  to  the  into  the  same  kind  of  growth.     On 

ribs.    When  first  admitted,  the  patient  further  examination,  it  was  found  that 

was  observed  to  speak  with  a  feeble  the  disease  had  been  communicated  to 

interrupted  voice,  which  became  worse  the  diaphragm  also  ;    and   that    the 

latterly  *,  but  it  was  not  until  a  month  whole  of  the  left  side  of  this  important 

before  her  death  that  her  breathing  muscle,  from  the  mareins  of  the  chest 

became  considerably  oppressed.     She  to  the  spine,  and  reaching  to  the  mesial 

then  presented  the  symptoms  of  labour-  line,  was  incorporated  wim  the  diseased 

ing  under  hydrothorax;   and  her  feet  lung,  and  converted  into  a  scirrhous, 

and  ankles  swelled.    She  died  greatly  nodular  mass,  quite  immoveable.     It 

emaciated,  worn  out  from  the  combined  was  accordingly  owing  to  all  the  parts 

effects  of  dyspnoea  and  the  extensive  surrounding  the  pericardium    having 

cancerous  disease.    My  attention  had  become    involved    in    the    malignant 

not  been  drawn  during  her  life-time  to  structure,  and  to  that  membrane  adher- 

the  condition  of  the  alvine  evacuations,  ing  to  them,  that   the  walls  of  the 

further  than  to  be  informed  that  she  cavity  preserved  their  natural  shape, 

was  generally  constipated.  Upon  ques-  without  collapsing, 

tioning  the  nurse  afterwards,  it  appeared  Directed  by  this  appearance  of  the 

that  the  fceces  had  been   commonly  pericardium,  and  from  considering  that 

dark,  without    having  any  traces  of  it  must  have  been  incapable,   during 

blood  mixed  i*ith  them.  life,  owing  to  the  change  in  its  strnc- 

In  describing  the  post-mortem  exa-  ture,  to  undergo  those  varieties  in  its 
mination,  I  need  only  advert  to  the  relative  dimensions  which  take  place 
points  of  interest  in  connection  with  in  respiration,  and  on  which  depend 
the  circulation  of  the  liver.  When  the  the  differences  in  the  velocity  orthe 
ribs  had  been  sawn  through,  it  was  blood  in  the  veins  observed  in  con  nee- 
found  necessary,  before  they  could  be  tion  with  breathing,  I  looked  with  in- 
lifted  from  the  left  side,  to  use  the  creased  interest  to  the  condition  of  the 
knife,  in  order  to  separate  them  from  liver  and  its  blood-vessels.  The  gland 
the  lungs,  to  which  they  adhered.  The  was  free  from  any  scirrhous  tumors: 
cancerous  structure  of  the  exterior  and  the  orifice  in  the  diaphragm  for  the 
passed  through  the  ribs  and  their  car-  transmission  of  the  vena  cava  inferior 
tilages,  and  involved  the  liing  of  the  was  of  its  natural  size.  On  the  upper 
same  side  at  its  anterior  and  lower  convex  Rnrface  of  the  liver  no  remarka- 
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ble  appearance  was  visible ;  but,  for  an  some  time  previously  to  her  death,  was 

inch  along  the  whole  of  the  sharp  ante-  enough  to  explain  the  loaded  state  of 

rior  border,  the  colour  of  the  gland  was  the  blood-vessels  observed  in  the  liver : 

changed  to  a   dark-greenisa    purple,  for  every  pathologist  is  acquainted  with 

Having  raised  the  liver,  so  as  to  present  the  fact,  tnat  it  is  a  frequent  thing  to 

its  inferior  surface  to  view,  the  same  find  this    gland   congested    in    cases 

dark  colour  was  observed  to  extend  where  the  respiration  is  impeded.    But 

over  every  part  of  this  surface ;  but,  it  must  be  observed,  on  the  other  hand, 

instead  of  its    bein?  of  a  greenish-  that,  in  cases  where  the  blood  is  pre- 

purple,  it  approachra  more  nearly  to  ternaturally  accumulated  in  the  uver 

jet-black.    Tne  same  kind  of  appear-  owing  to  difficult  respiration,  the  con- 

ance  is  not  unfrequently  met  witn  in  gestion  is  general ;  and  it  is  exhibited 

the  more  depending  parts  of  the  Uver,  most  strikingly  in  the  heart  and  lungs, 

owing  to  the  blood  gravitating  after  Indeed,  the  commonly  received  expla- 

death  to  the  under  sumce  :  but,  in  all  nation  of  the  liver  being  congestea  in 

my  experience  of  post-mortem  examina-  such  cases  is,  that  the  blood  cannot 

tions,  1  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  make  its  way  freely  out  of  the  gland 

the  discolouration  of  the  eland  at  once  in  consequence  of  its  being  collected  in 

so  deep  and  so  extensively  diffused  as  the  lungs  and  heart  to  such  a  degree 

•in  this  dissection.    Again,  looking  to  as  to  prevent  the  admission  of  any  fur- 

the  veins  of  the  abdomen  which  K>rm  ther  quantity  into  the  chest.    Now,  in 

the  trunk  of  the  vena  ports,  they  were  the  present  case,  the  congestion  was 

congested  in  a  remarkable  manner ;  in  certainly  not  general.    It  was  particu- 

the    mesentery    more    especially,  the  larly  observed,  that  neither  the  heart 

crowding  of  the  numerous  enlarged  and  nor  the  lungs  were  in  that  condition, 

dark-coloured  trunks  was  such,  that  the  On    the    contrary,  the  heart,  was  of 

membrane  seemed  to  consist  almost  en-  moderate  size,  and  contained  only  the 

tirely  of  a  thick  tissue  of  veins.    The  average  quantity  of  coagulated  blood ; 

intestines  also   partook  of  the  deep  while  the  lungs,  more  particularly  the 

colour  produced  by  the  congested  state  right,  were  rather  pale,  and  of  small 

of  these  vessels.  specific  gravity,  than  otherwise.     In 

In  reflecting  on  this  case,  I  cannot  snort,  the  partial  nature  of  the  conges- 

but  connect  together,  as  cause  and  effect,  tion— its  being  confined  so  manifestly 

the  change  which  has  been  described  in  to   the  hepatic    circulation — was  the 

thestructure  of  the  pericardium,  with  the  principal  circumstance  in  the  dissection 

congestion  of  the  liver  and  of  the  veins  which  led  me  to  conclude  that    the 

of  the  viscera.     It  appears  that,  in  con-  cause  was  of  a  specific  kind — such  as 

sequence  of  the  rigid  state  of  the  walls  that  which  I  have  pointed  out — and  not 

of  the  pericardium,  this  sac  was  pre-  a  general  one. — I  am,  sir, 

vented  irom  undergoing  those  changes  Your  obedient  servant, 

in  its  capacity  wmch  take  place  na-  Alexander  Shaw. 

turaUy  in  the  successive  acts  of  respira-  »,  Henrietta  Street,  Caveodish  Square, 

tion :  accordingly,  that  dilatation  of  its  8«P^  ^842. 
cavity  during  me  act  of  inspiration,  on 


which  the  operation  of  the  peculiar  cases  of 
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circulating  the  blood  in  the  liver,  de-  trbatkd  by  btoriodatb  of  potass. 

pends,  could  not  be  produced :  whence  

the  blood,  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  _   ..    «...       -.,    ^  ,.    ,  r^     ,. 

this  auxiliarjr  force,  was  delayed  in  the  ^  '**  ^^''^  ^'^^  ^'^"^  ^•''*- 

gland,  and,  m  a  secondary  manner,  ob-  ^'^i 

structed  the  flow  of  that  in  the  veins  of  I  trust  you  will  find  space  in  some  early 

the  viscera.  number  of  your  valuable  periodical  for 

It  will,  perhaps,  be  objected  to  this  the  insertion  of  the  following  brief 

explanation,  that  there  is  no  necessity  history  of  three  cases  of  acute  hydro- 

to  have  recourse  to  such  an  unusual  cephalus,  in  which  hvdriodate  of  po- 

cause  as  that  which  I  have  pointed  out  tass  was  found  decidedly  useful.    Fer- 

to  account  for  appearances  which  are  baps  this  medicine  has  been  adminis- 

b^  no  means  uncommon.    It  may  be  tered  by  other  persons  in  the  same  dis- 

said  that  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  ease— most  likely  it  has  in  the  chronic 

from  which  the  patient  suffered   for  form,  but  I  do  not  recollect  to  have 
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seen  any  account  of  its  exhibition  in  eyidencc  that  the  cerebral  irritation 
these  cases  in  any   of   the  medical  was  immediately  connected  with  den- 
journals,  or  elsewhere.    Each  succeed-  tition.    One  of  the  children  bad  rather 
ing  day  that  I  live,  I  see  more  and  a  large  head,  and  might  have  been  the 
more  cause  for  disapprobation  of  what  subject  of  some  chronic  disease    on 
is  called  routine  practice,  more  espe-  which  inflammatory  action  had  super- 
cially,  indeed,  as  regards  the  abstrac-  vened,  and  the  child  was  certainly  of 
tion  of  blood  and  the  use  of  purgative  a  scrofulous  diathesis ;  not  so  with  the 
medicines,  by  which  proceedings  I  am  other.    It  was  previously  healthy,  bom 
convinced  a  great  many  of  our  fellow-  of  healthy  parents,  had  eone  throueh 
creatures  are  consigned  to  an  earlier  the    usual    symptoms    aescribed    by 
grave  than  might  have  awaited  them,  authors  as  appertaining  to  acute  hvdro- 
Dut  for  these  means  misapplied.    Wit-  cephalus,   and  had  been  treated  ac* 
ness,  for  instance,  the  indiscriminate  cordingly  ;  but  despite  of  all  measures 
use  of  the  lancet  in  apoplectic  and  na-  was  apparently  in  a  dying  condition, 
ral^tic  seizures,  as  aamirably  alluded  The  mother,  though  fondly  attached  to 
to  m  a  late  publication  by  Dr.  Holland,  her  child,  was  exceedingly  averse,  con- 
in  the  chapter  on  those  subjects.    With  ceiving  its  entire  inutility,  to  making 
me,  sir,  tne  opinion  is  grounded  on  any  further  trial  of  medicine ;   and  T 
nearyl  twenty  years*  experience,  and  I  should   say     that   medicine    of  any 
suspect  that  the  observation  will  apply  kind  was  only  got  into  the  stomach  by 
even  more  closely  to  children  of  tender  putting  it  far  back  on  the  tongue,  and 
years  than  to  adults.  Helpless,  and  un-  depressing  the  organ  till   deglutition 
able  to  express  clearly  their  own  feel-  was  unavoidably^  accomplished.    This 
ings,  wishes,  or  opinions,  should  they  child,  in  addition  to  strabismus,  la- 
have  any,  they  are  the  easier  victims  boured  respiration,   convulsions,  and 
of  the  routine  I  have  alluded  to.    In  other  symptoms,   supposed  by   some 
no  dismse  is  venesection  more  gene-  to  be  indicative  of  effusion,  had  for 
rally  misused  than  in  the  hydrocepha^  several  days  together  complete  opis- 
luB  of  children,  though  the  reme^,  thotonos,  the  body  being  stiffly  arched, 
practised  with  decision,  is  of  the  high-  from  the  occiput  to  the  ossa  calcium, 
est  efficacy  in  the  onset  of  the  acute  Both  children  were  occasionally  con- 
form.   The  disease,  however,  is  very  vulsed,  comatose,    and  miserable  for 
often  of  mixed  character— very  often  days  together,  and  in  this  condition 
complicated  with  some  scrofulous  de-  I  suggested  a  trial  of  the  hydriodate  of 
seneration,  as  is  admitted  by  Grolis,  potass,  in  half  grain-doses,  every  two 
Cheyne,  Forney, and  others;  and  these  or  three  hours.    The  only  visible  ef- 
facts  should  surely  make  the  routine  fleet  of  this,  in  connection  with  the 
practitioners  somewhat  more  cautious  rapid  in^rovement  of  both  children* 
m  the  practice  of  blood-letting  than  was  considerable  diuresis,  and  in  one, 
they  usually  are.     Moreover,  bleed-  much  saliva  dribbled  from  the  mouth, 
ing  in  the  advanced  stages    of  the  Both  recovered  perfectly  and  speedily, 
disease,  the  excessive  smearing  with  and  are  living  and  healthy  at  this  time, 
mercurial  ointment,  together  with  the  An   equally  well-marked  case  has 
reckless  exhibition  of  calomel  to  the  occurred  to  me  more  recently.    On  the 
last  hour  of  life,  are  measures  of  very  '  10th  of  May  last,  1  visited  the  infiint 
questionable  utility,  and  by  no  means,  as  child  of  a  small  fiumer,  on  the  borders 
some  author  says  of  digitalis, likely  even  of  the  New  Forest.    The  child,  about 
'*  to  soften  the  pillow  of  death."    But  14  months  old,  robust  and  previously 
without  further  prelude,  sir,  allow  me  healthy,  exhibited  the  usual  symptoms 
to  state  that  17  or  18  months  ago,  two  of  pyrexia.    Considering  that  dentition 
cases  df  acute  hydrocephalus,  in  chil-  might  be  the  source  of  irritation  I 
dren  about  a  year  old,  were  in  progress  lanced  the  gums  freely,  and  as  the 
of  treatment,    by   my    partner,    Mr.  bowels  were  costive,  directed  a  purge 
Chinery.     He  had    had  recourse  to  of  calomel  and  jalap.    The  next  day 
bleeding  with  moderation  —  so  with  the  child  had  become  more  feverish, 
mercurials  and  other  remedies  propor-  occasionally  screaming,  and  exhibiting 
tioned  to  the  strength  and  powers  of   annoyance  at  light.    The  tong^ue  ana 
the  little  patients,  and  the  whole  of  the  breath  were  foul ;  the  pulse  ouick  and 
treatment  had  been  conducted  on  ra-  varying ;  the  countenance  flushed ;  and 
tional  principlcb.    The  gamb  had  been  the  sc^p  very  hot.    Leeches  were  ap- 
freely  scarified,  though  there  wab  no  plied  to  the  tcmples.and  a  cold  lotion  to 
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the  head,  and  in  the  evening,  the  respi-  whether  it  be  in  all  cases  inflammation 

ration  being  laboured,  and  the  more  at  all,  or  venous  engorgement,  or  ra- 

especially  as  crepitation  was  observed  mollissement,  or  debuity,  seems  to  be 

over  the  right  lune,  four  leeches  were  matter  of  difference.    The  symptoma- 

applied  below  the  clavicle,  a  nauseating  tology,  too,  is  obscure.  The  best  autho- 

mixture  was  prescribed,  and  the  calo-  rities,  Abercrombie,  and  others,  admit 

mel  purge  repeated.     After  this  the  that  they  cannot  make  a  sure  diagnosis 

breatning  was  somewhat  better,  but  between  meningitis  and  inflammation 

the  febrile  symptoms  continued.  ^  Oil  of  the  cerebral  sub^ance.    Again,  the 

the  12th  and  13th,  the  child  remained  so-called  signs  of  effusion,  thoush  enu- 

in  Very  mtich   the    same    state,  but  merated  so  elaborately  by  Grolis  and 

nearly  insensible  to  objects  around  it.  many  of  the  older  writers,  sometimes 

The  bowels  obstinately  costive  ;  the  exists  without  any  effusion  at  all,  and 

evacuations  that  were  stoaringly  ob-  therefore  are    in  no  way  diagnostic, 

tained  from  them  by  different  medi-  In  short,  much  uncertainty  prevails, 

cines  were  of  a  dark  colour.    A  blister  Whether  the  hvdriodate  of  potass  was 

M  as  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  calo-  beneficial  in  tnese  cases  by  revulsion, 

mel  was  administered  every  four  or  as  an  evacuant,  or  by  aiding  the  absor- 

flve  hours,  and  a  mixture  of  nitre  and  bents,  (for  their  existence  within  the 

acetate  of  ammonia.  cranium  is'  I  believe  allowed),  I  know 

On  the  14th,  extreme  stupor  seemed  not :  or  was  it  by  eoading  into  action 

to  overwhelm  the  child}    the  pulse,  the  mercury  which  nad  been  previously 

which  throughout  had  been  very  quick,  taken  ?     Some  have  &ncied  such  a 

became  more  irregular  and  indistinct,  process,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that, 

and  a  clammy  sweat  overspread  the  in  two  of  these  cases,   salivation  oc- 

body.  corred.    The  utility  of  the  hydriodate 

On  the  15th,  the  pupils  were  dilated  in  various  diseases,  cutaneous,  rheu- 
and  immoveable,  ana  insensible  to  matic,  dropsical,  and  others,  is  wdl 
lifi^ht.  There  was  complete  paralysis  known  to  most  practical  men;  but 
01  the  right  side,  while  the  limbs  of  its  administration  in  these  hydro- 
the  Idt  wefe  in  constant  tremulous  cephalic  instances  is,  I  believe,  new ; 
motion,  the  hand  being  frequently  and  I  would  only  call  ^e  attention 
drawn  to  the  head  with  an  undulatory  of  your  readers  to!  the  fact,  that  in 
automatic  movement.  This  state  of  a  state  in  which  the  most  characte- 
things  continued  to  the  18th,  with  oc-  ristic  symptoms  of  the  last  stage  of 
easional  convulsions  and  almost  entire  acute  hydrocephalus  were  present,  the 
insensibility.  Wine  had  been  admi-  aforesaid  effects  were  produced,  and 
nistered  without  benefit,  and  I  do  not  death  was  apparently  frustrated.  The 
know  how  it  was  that  1  did  not  pre-  svmptoms  cusappeared.  In  each  case 
scribe  the  hydriodate  of  potass  a  day  the  aisease  gave  way  just  in  like  man- 
or two  earlier,  for  the  efl^ts  of  that  ner  as  the  autumnal  forest  mist  is  dis- 
medicine,  in  tne  two  cases  before  al-  persed  by  the  morning  sun,  and  the 
ludedto,  had  made  a  considerable  im-  little  patients  most  unexpectedly  re- 
pression on  my  mind  at  the  time,  covered.  If,  in  the  hands  of  other 
without  much  expectation  of  doing  medical  practitioners,  in  cases  of  acute 
good  in  this  case,  I  prescribed  the  me-  hydrocephalus,  where  bleeding  and  the 
didne  as  before,  and  with  precisely  the  usual  remedies  have  been  judiciously 
same  results ;  not  indeea  instantane-^  had  recourse  to  in  the  early  stage,  una- 
ous,  but  as  an  observant  grandmother  vailingly,  similar  effects  to  those  here 
remarked,  it  appeared  to  improve  with  narrated  should  be  noticed  on  a  trial 
each  dose  of  tne  medicine ;  the  only  of  the  hydriodate  of  potass  in  the 
appreciable  efl^ts  being  a  speedy  diu-  latter  stage  of  the  disease,  I  feel  assured 
lesis  and  dribbling  of  suiva*  that  the  pages  of  the  MsjoiCAt  6a- 

I  do  not  purpose  attempting  an  ex-  zette  will  ever  offer  a  ready  channel 

planation  of  the  modus  operandi  of  of  communication  on  so  important  a 

the  hydriodate  of  potass  in  tnese  cases,  subject— I  remain,  sir. 
To  this  day,  sir,  pathologists  are  not  Your  obedient  servant, 

agreed  about  the  disease  in  Question.  Charles  Flijobb. 

I  suppose  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands       ^y'°2i°ston»  Hanta, 
that  water  is  not  the  disease  ;  but  the  *P**  ^*  *®'^* 

character  of  the  inflammation,  even  
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  advantages   are  not   to   be   scorned. 

Without  shining  talent,  a  man  may  yet 

Friday,  September  20,  1842.  ^  ^  ^^^^  guardian;    and  even   the 

humblest  roof,  when  pillared  by  bo- 

*'  Licet  omaibai,  licet  etiam  mibi,  di|piiutein  briety  and  good  temper,  may  afbrd  a 
./ffftf  Ifeiiiae  toeri ;  potestM  xnodo  yeniendi  in  j*x  ^  i  i  t       i.     x  ^ 

pabUcum  dt,  dicendi  pericnlnm  non  reouo."  creditable  asylum.     In  short,  any  de- 

CicBRo  cent  family  must  be  better  than  a  mere 

lodging-house.      The    great  modem 

HINTS  TO  PUPILS.'  p^^^^^   ^f  London    life,  in   its  leas 

These  is  a  well-known  adage  which  elegant  phases,  has  scarcely  exagge- 

asserts  that  the  by-stander  sees  more  rated  either  the  habits  or  the  dialect 

of  the  game  than  the  players.    This  is  prevalent  in  some  of  these  unfit  recep. 

an  exaggeration  ;  yet  it  is  certain  that  tacles  for  medical  pupils. 
he  sees  many  points  which  they  over-        The  next  point  is  to  select  a  good 

look.    Now,  life  is  a  kind  of  game,  as  medical  school,*  and  here  an  impartial 

Dr.  Franklin  observes,  and  the  rule  is  friend  would  be  of  infinite  advantage. 

applicable  to  its  struggles.     Hence,  no  He  would  warn  the  beginner  against 

part  of  our  duty  has  ever  appeared  to  all  schools  whose   sole  merit  is  the 

us  more  usefiil  than  the  addressing  a  lowness  of  their  terms,  or  the  facility 

few  words  of  advice  to  young  medical  with  which  certificates  are  granted, 
students ;  embarked,  as  diey  frequently        Nor  is  it  a  slight  objection  to  a  school, 

are,  on  the  troubled  ocean  of  London  that  the  most  practical  branches  of  aur 

life,  with  scarce  a  friend  to  aid  them  in  art  are  taught  there  by  men  of  no  great 

its  navigation.  practical  reputation.     The  ambiUoos 

The  firsterror  which  the  student  often  student  will  naturally  seek  the  best 
commits  is  the  parent  of  a  hundred  schools,  when  he  is  informed  how  fre- 
more.  We  mean  the  mist^e  of  leading  quently  the  mantle  of  an  eminent 
an  isolated  life  in  lodgings,  instead  of  teacher  has  fallen  upon  his  disciples ; 
becoming  an  integral  part  of  a  family,  so  that  medical  fame  seems  to  have 
if  it  be  at  all  in  his  power  to  do  so.  descended  from  one  generation  to  ano- 
It  is  so  obvious  to  every  man  of  pene-  ther,  not  by  the  accident  of  birth,  but 
tration,  that  a  solitary  existence  blunts  by  the  elective  affinity  of  genius.  By 
the  feelings,  without  sharpening  the  the  regulations  ofthe  Society  of  Apothe- 
intellect,  and  offers  a  cloak  for  every  caries,  the  student,  during  his  first  win- 
irregularity  and  every  form  of  idleness,  ter  session,  must  attend  a  hundred  lee- 
that  we  cannot  express  ourselves  too  tures  on  chemistry,  and  a  hundred  on 
strongly  against  it.  materia  medica  and  therapeutics ;  and 

If,  indeed,  an  abode  can  be  selected  since  ''  the  number  of  lectures  on  ana- 
for  the  student,  where  the  head  of  the  tomy  and  physiology,  and  of  anatomical 
family  is  a  man  both  of  probity  and  demonstrations,  must  be  in  conformity 
talent;  where  domestic  happiness  is  the  with  the  regulations  of  the  Royal  Col- 
pledge  of  sound  principles,  and  profes-  lege  of  Surgeons  of  London,  on  these 
sional  success  of  professional  know-  subjects,"  there  will  be,  at  least,  140  of 
ledge ;  where  instruction  is  not  dry,  nor  the  former,  and  100  of  the  latter.  This 
relaxation  coarse,  it  would  be  difficult  makes  440  lectures,  or  an  average  of 
to  suppose  that  the  most  careless  father  about  three  a  day;  and  if  he  should 
would  hesitate  to  confer  such  a  boon  happen  to  dissect,  and  attend  the 
upon  his  son.  But  if  so  golden  an  op-  surgical  practice  of  an  hospital,  dur- 
portunity  does'  not  present  itself,  lesser  ing  the  same    period,   his  time  will 
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be  most  fully  occupied.  Fori  in  addi-  science  or  literature,  however  attrac- 
tion to  the  seven  or  eight  hours  a  day  tive,  must  be  placed  in  the  back- 
spent  in  this  manner,  several  will  be  ground : — 
taken  up  in  reading  over  his  notes  of  All  laperfloons  branches 
lectures,  and  referring  to  his  text-books  "^^  ^  ""y- "»'  »>*•*«  *"'«'"  '^^  ""• 
for  further  information.  It  is  plain  Eyen  chemistry,  therefore,  must  be 
that  the  best  lectures  are  merely  a  sum-  restrained  within  certain  limits,  parti- 
mary  of  the  subjects  on  which  they  cularly  by  those  students  who  are  con- 
treat,  and  that  it  is,  consequently,  an  fined  to  the  minimum  of  time  indicated 
important  part  of  the  lecturer's  office  by  the  Worshipful  Society.  Those 
to  refer  his  auditors  to  the  best  mono-  ^ho  can  extend  their  studies  over  a 
graphs  and  systematic  treatises.  So  longer  period  than  three  winter  and  two 
diligent  a  course  of  study,  however,  is  summer  sessions,  will  find  it  highly 
easier  on  paper  than  in  reality.  Too  profitable  to  do  so.  The  Apothecaries' 
often  it  happens  that  the  student,  ac-  Regulations  oidain  that  this  may  be 
customed  to  little  save  the  easy  details  jone,  "  provided  the  lectures  and  me- 
of  practical  pharmacy,  sinks  under  the  ^ical  practice  are  attended  in  the  pre- 
heavy  load,  or,  in  truth,  has  not  even  scribed  order,  and  in  the  required  ses- 
energy  enough  to  attempt  to  sustain  it.  gions."  In  the  prescribed  order  they 
It  is  certainly  difficult  to  arrange  a  n^ay  certainly  be  attended ;  but  if 
plan  for  the  simultaneous  pursuit  of  spread  over  a  longer  period,  how  can 
so  many  studies  without  clashing;  they  all  be  attended  in  the  required 
but  a  Gordian  knot,  hard  to  untie,  sessions  P  The  Regulations  contain 
is  often  easy  to  cut,  and  the  pro-  another  apparent  contradiction.  It  is 
cess  is  sometimes  applied  to  lectures  stated,  at  one  place,  that  the  attend- 
and  hospital  attendance.  Now,  one  of  ^nce  of  the  student  is  required  at  an 
the  advantages  which  must  result  from  hospital  for  eighteen  months ;  but,  at 
the  residence  of  the  student  in  a  quiet  another,  the  choice  is  given  him  to  attend 
professional  family  is,  that  this  whole-  twelve  months  at  an  hospital,  and  six  at 
sale  avoidance  of  every  object  for  which  a  dispensary.  Those  who  are  cramped 
he  came  to  town  can  hardly  take  place,  for  time  should  attend  for  the  short  pe- 
The  head  of  the  family,  who  will  not  rfod  of  eighteen  months  at  an  hospital ; 
consider  himself  as  the  mere  keeper  of  ^^hile  those  who  are  not  so  limited,  and 
a  boarding-house,  but  as  the  guiupdian  ^^o  desire  to  learn  the  practice  of 
and  teacher  of  the  students  confided  to  physic  in  all  its  varieties,  should  attend 
his  care,  can  easily  ascertain  whether  a  dispensary  likewise,  where  they  will 
their  attendance  on  lectures  is  gra-  gn^  that  the  general  run  of  cases,  and 
dually  sinking  into  a  merely  nominal  the  relations  of  the  patients,  bear  a 
one,  or  whether  their  diligence  is  as  greater  resemblance  to  ordinary  private 
great  as  their  strength  and  capacity,  practice. 

will  allow.    Such  a  man  will  lighten  Our  readers  will  have  observed  that 

their  toils  by  those  hints  which  are  gt.  Luke's  Hospital  has  lately  been 

better  imparted  in  familiar  conversa-  thrown  open  to  pupils,  with  the  re- 

tion  than  in  formal  discourses— thus  striction,  that  no  one  shall  be  admitted 

contributing    to   bring   their   studies  ^ho  has  not  studied  his  profession  for 

within  the  limits  of  possibility.     He  four   years,  or  attended  the  medical 

will  warn  them  that,  for  the  present,  practice  of  an  hospital  for  eighteen 

their  attention  must  be  directed  solely  months.     In  most  cases,  we  should 

to  professional  pursuite;  and  that  mere  think  the  best  time  for  making  use  of 
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this  privilege  would  be  After  the  pupil  tomy,  and  is  to  be  replaced  by  Mr. 
has  passed  the  Hall  and  College,  and  Bacot  and  Mr.  Rutherford  Alcock. 
is  seeking  the  means  of  completing  his  We  understand  that  considerable  al^ 
professional  education.  He  will  find  a  terations  are  to  be  made  in  this  depart- 
sound  knowledge  of  the  varied  forms  of  ment.  The  mere  procuring  of  bodies, 
insanity  of  the  highest  utility  in  his  and  their  removal,  are  to  be  entrusted 
medic^  career.  Most  practitioners  to  subordinate  officers,  while  the  in- 
have  hitherto  had  few  or  no  opportunities  spectors  are  to  see  that  proper  objects 
of  acquiring  this,  and  it  is  a  very  impor-  are  procured — that  the  business  of  dis- 
tant addition  to  the  treasures  of  know-  section  is  conducted  with  propriety — 
ledge  offered  to  the  next  generation.  and  that  the  remains  are  interred. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  improvement  

will  not  stoD  here*  but  that  the  Fever. 

*l    a      n  It    •       •    xj      ui  OUR  VOLUMES  FOR  1842-3. 

the  Small-pox,  and  Lying -m  Hospitals, 

those  comparatively  sealed  deposits  of  The  arrangements  which  we  have  made 

inestimable  information,  may  likewise  ^®'  the  ensuing  volumes  are  such  as,  we 

hear  the  "  Open,  Sesame  I"  of  reform.  ^^^"^^  ^*»1  ^  creditable  to  the  journal 

One  word  more-  We  would  strongly  and  satisfactory  to  our  readers, 
recommend  each  and  every  student  to  ^»  ^"'  »"'  ^""^^"^  ^«  «^^^  «^^^ 
try  his  chance  for  the  prizes  so  liberally  *^«  fi«*  ^^  *  c°^««  ^^  l«c^"''«  "^^  Mid- 
offered  at  almost  all  medical  schools  i  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  Diseases  of  Women  and 
yet,  as  the  vanquished  must  be  far  more  Children,  by  Dr.  Robert  Lee  i  and,  in 
numerous  than  the  victors,  we  would  *  ^®*  weeks,  commence  a  selection 
still  more  strongly  urge  the  less  sue  ^^^  ^^  Physiological  Lectures  of  Dr. 
cessful  not  to  despair.  Another  time  ^°^»»  ^^  Edinburgh,  which,  but  for 
they  may  be  more  fortunate ;  or,  should  unavoidable  circumstances,  should  have 
this  not  be  the  case,  let  them  be  con-  aPPO«d  last  year.  It  is  also  intended 
soled  by  the  reflection  that  unremitting  ^  fi^^®  *  ^^^^  »«"^  ^^  *^  ^^  «"«^* 
diUgence  is  certain  to  carry  off  some  lectures  on  the  Pathology  of  the  Urine, 
prizes  in  life.  Though  the  gold  and  ^y  ^'  folding  Bird,  and  cUnical  ob- 
silver  medal  be  borne  away  by  more  wrvations  from  various  quarters,  be- 
brilliant  competitors,  industry  never  ^^^8  ^^^  ^«e  of  Dr.  Lawrie,  of 
fails  of  its  reward.  Let  them  not  spurn  ^"^Sow. 
what  it  bestows : —  _ — — 

„ .  ^,  ,  .    ^      w  DEATH  OF  DR.  FRAMPTON. 

Non  postis  ocalo  qiuntnm  contendere  Lynceoi, 

Non  tnmen  idcirco  contemnas  lippoa  inunci ;  "*■ 

SSa^oSKiiaSS^SSSir  ^'  W.  h«e  to  -mon»o.  tb.  i>ceue  of  Dr. 

Hon.  Ep.  Ub.  i.  1. 9S.  FnmptOD,  who  died  at  his  house  at  Hack- 

We  do  not  think  it  right  to  speak  of  °^»  ^  Wednesday,  Sept.  21,  1842,  in  the 

individual  schools ;  but  for  them  refer  ^^^  y**'  ^^  ^"  "«*• 

to  the  advertisemenU  on  our  wrapper ;        *^*  '^^  ^"^  *^'^"*  "^"^  ^^  ^^  ^^-  ^^'- 

and  we  shall  next  week  take  leave  of  "^"  ^^Pton.  incumbent  of  the  parish  of 

the  subject  by  some  general  observa-  T^^"'/"*  ^"''^,'!;  "^t  "^  ^™  :" 

..  •'      J-     1    J       *•  the  7th  of  January,  1766.     He  reoeived  his 

tions  on  medical  education.  ,       ,     ^.      \.  »,   .. 

early  education  at   Marlborough,    whence 

-— -^-^  he  proceeded  to  St.  John's  College,  Cam- 

INSPECTORSHIP  OP  ANATOMY.  ^^:  ^*^  ^  "f  ;  .,  ""^  '"^  '* 

the  University  was  most  bnUiant.     He  took 

Dr.  SomsvtLLE   has  ceased  to   hold  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1787,  and 

the  appointment  of  Inspector  of  Ana-  obtained  the  second  place  in  the  Tripos : 
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bis  fellow  collegian  and  friend,  the  late  Sir  physician,  and  as  such  was  highly  esteemed 

Joseph  Littledale,  being  the  senior  wrangler  by  hu  professional  brethren^     He  was  mild 

of  the  year.     He  afterwards  became  a  lee-  and  unassuming  in  his  manners,  kind  and 

turer  at,   and  subsequently  fellow  of,   his  benevolent  in  disposition.     He  was  beloyed 

College ;  and  in  due  time  filled  the  office  of  by  his  family,  and  highly  valued  by  hit 

Moderator  in  the  University.  friends,  by  whom  his  memory  will  long  be 

In  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  medi-  cherished, 
cine,  he  spent  two  years  at  the  University 


ofEdioburgb,  and  subsequenUy  studied  in  ANEURISM  OP  THE  EXTERNAL 

London,  first  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  after-  ILIAC  ARTERY 

wards  at  the  London,  Hospitals.     He  took 

1..     J                  *  ir  rw      •       !».«*,           J    i_  UOATURB  OF  THB   VBS8B1.   CL08B  TO  TBB 

his  degree  of  M.D.  m  1797,  and  became  bifdbcation  of  thb  common  iliac 

Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  ;   of  artbby. 

wUch  body  be  fiUed  the  office  of  Cei»or,  jj^  ^^   BBtLiNGHAM. 
and  for  many  years  before  his  death  was  one 
of  the  Elects. 

In  the  year  1800  he  succeeded  the  late  Matthew  Daly,  aged  thirty-twQ,  a  slen- 

Dr.  Fox  as  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  ^^'  Z^^^^^"^^  ^^  ?^^'  «?{T?)  "•? 

^.,*^'      ,vij*  admitted  mto  St.  Vmcent's  Hospital  August 

London  Hospital,  which  office  he  held  for  jg^  1342^  ^nder  my  care,  labouring  under 

forty  years,  paying  most  unremitting  atten-  aneurism  of  the  external  iUac  artery  on  the 

tion  to  its  duties ;  until  about  two  years  "g^^  ^^^^'     He  has  never  suffered  from  any 

«nce.wbenhUinfinniti«.oo».pdIedbi«.to  r^;£r^"r^ri?^ft*lt^* 

i^'BB^*  two  years.     He  is  a  bruah-maker  by  trade. 

He  rapidly  obtained  an  extensive  private  and  his  occupation  consists  in  constantly 

practice  in  and  around  the  eastern  parU  of  turnmg  a  hithe  with  the  right  foot.      He 

^,         . ,.          J    *  .^    i..    ^      •       1  continued  to  work  until  three  or  four  days 

the  metropohs  5  and  at  one  time  enjoyed  an  ^^^^^^  ^  ^   admission,  under  the  ii- 

eminence  not  inferior  to  that  of  any  of  his  pression  "that  the  disease  would  wear  away." 

contemporaries.     He  was  one  of  the  original  The  aneurism  is  of  about  three  months' 

members  of  the  Medico-Ghirurgical  Society,  deration.  HU  attention  was  attracted  to  it  bv 

but  the  engagemento  of  a  very  active  life  ^,  "^f"^'  ^*^  J?  *****  ?"•  (*»«  ~W 

0UI,  uio  «isiHS^>"«"<«  "*  •  »wjr  -i^MYc  mo  pulsated  strongly.    It  was,  however,  quite 

prevented  his  beoommg  a  contributor  to  its  unattended   by  pain,  and  it  has  incrosed 

Transactions  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  slowly  in  sixe.     Recently,  he  has  begun  to 

he  did  not  find  leisure  to  make  known,  »^<^  P«f^^  ^^  »  dull,  aching  kind  in  the 

through  any  other  channel,  the  results  of  P*^^,  which  obliged  him  to  ^ve  up  work, 

wruugu  mMMj  ui^i»  miwuiw,  uio  raiiuui  ui  ^^  ^  ^^^  admissiou  mto   hospitsl.     He 

his  ample  experience.  has  never  received  any  injury  in  the  part,  or 

For  several  years  before  his  death  he  had  ever  strained  himself  that  he  recoUe<^. 

been  much    afflicted  by  rheumatism    and  ^he  aneurismal  tumor  is  about  the  nse 
i.         jr      *ui**       ujiu        jO^*  moderatcly-sixed  orange,  but  more  oval 

gout;   and  for  the  last  two  had  hiboured  j„  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Poupart's  ligament, 

under  enlargement  of  the  prostate,  which,  and  extending  about  half  an  inch  l^ow  it. 

for  a  time,  occasioned  retention  of  urine,  A  very  strong  impulse  is  communicated  to 

and  confined  him  to  his  bed,  from  which  he  ^  hand  pUced  on  it,  but  no  fremiasement. 

:  -^       #     *u-.    u         1.     ••  _^  Immediately    below    Poupart's     ligament, 

never  againrose ;  for  though  much  reheved  however,  there  is  a  slight  frmissemL^  and 

in  this  last  complaint,  his  other  mfirmities  on  applying  the  stethoscope  a  load  single 

had  brought  him  to  a  very  helpless  oondi-  bruit  is  heard.    There  is  no  swelling  or 

tion.     He  retained  his  mental  faculties  and  f^^  °^  ,^  *^*  i  **>«  circuUtion  is  per. 

wmaesummpairedtothetast.    A  fidlure  of  f^^^^^S.              '*"^'  ""*  "^ 

appetite  caused  a  rapid  decline  of  strength.  In  consultation  with  Sir  Philip  Crampton 

and  graduaUy  sinking,  he  closed  a  long  life  and   Mr.    Cusack,    it  was   determined   to 

of  activity  and  usefulness  on  the  21st  of  P^^^  '^  ligature    upon  the  common    iliac 

c^  .^ v^_  iQ^o  ^-  •  •       1    ^  *    '^v    *  artery  on  the  right  side ;  aa  it  was  supposed 

September,  1842.  ezpirmg  ilmoit  withoat.  j^^'  ^„^j  „*   ^^  ^1^  efficient  ?oom 

struggle.  between  the  aneurism  and  the  division  of 

Dr.  Frampton  was  an  excellent  practical  the  common  iliac,  the  external  iliac  being 
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probably    difleased    above  the    anenriniial  yaatage  of  his  mstmmeiit  was  folly  proved, 

tamor.  for  as  aooa  as  the  eye  of  the  needle  appeared 

A  purgative  dranght  was  given  on  the  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  vessel,  the  ligia. 

night  before  the  operation,  and  a  cathartic  tore  was  drawn  up  by  it,  which,  owing  to 

enema  administered  the  following  morning,  the  depth  of  the  woand,  snd  the  distance  of 

by  which  the  bowels  were  well  cleared  oat ;  the  artery  from  the  surfiux,  mast  have  been 

an  honr  before  the  operation  the  patient  attended  with  delay  and  difficulty,  if  the 

took  forty  drops  of  landanum.  common  anearism  needle  had  been  employed. 

The  patient  being  placed  on  his  back,  A  single  silk  ligature  was  used,  and  as  soon 
slightly  inclined  to  the  sound  side,  having  as  it  was  tightened  the  pulsation  in  the 
the  thorax  elevated,  and  the  thigh  bent  up  aneurism  ceased.  The  edges  of  the  incision 
the  pelvis,  I  commenced  the'  operation  were  then  brought  together  by  the  inter- 
(asslsted  by  Sir  Philip  Crampton,  Mr.  rupted  suture  and  adhesive  plaster;  the  pa- 
Cusack,  and  Professor  Porter)  by  a  semi-  tient  was  placed  in  bed,  and  took  sizty 
circular  incision,  beginning  on  a  line  with  the  drops  of  laudanum.  The  operation  was  corn- 
last  rib,  and  terminating  nearly  opposite  the  pleted  in  less  than  thirty-five  minates. 
anterior  and  superior  spinous  process  of  the  Eight  o'clock  p.m.,  reaction  has  com- 
ileum,  and  about  an  inch  and  a  half  internal  pletely  set  in ;  both  lower  extremities  feel 
to  this  process.  Its  length  was  about  five  warmer  than  natural ;  he  has  a  little  thirst. 
inches,  and  the  concavity  towards  the  urn-  Pulse  eighty,  and  has  had  some  sleep  since 
bilicas ;  by  this  the  integuments  and  super-  the  operation. 

ficial  fascia  were  divided ;  the  fibres  of  the        August  27th. — Slept  well  last  night ;   no 

external  oblique  muscle  were  then  incised  in  pain  any  where  except  in  the  wound ;  no 

the  same  direction,  and  next  those  of  the  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  abdomen ; 

internal  oblique ;  by  which  the  transversalis  nosickness  of  stomach  :  some  thirst;  wishes 

muscle  was  exposed.     A  cautious  incision  for  something  to  eat ;  pulse  seventy-two ; 

was  made  through  the  fibres  of  this  muscle  temperature  of  the  ham,  on  right  side  eighty » 

at  the  lower  part  of  the  wound,  and  a  di-  on  left  ninety. 

rector  endeavoured  to  be  introduced  under  28th. — Did  not  rest  quite  so  well  hot 
them.  This  muscle,  however,  was  found  to  night ;  was  annoyed  by  distension  of  the  ab- 
be considerably  hypertrophied,  being  doable  domen  from  flatulence,  which  occasionally 
or  treble  its  natural  thickness.  On  arriving  gave  him  pain ;  pulse  seventy-six ;  no  thirst, 
at  the  transversalis  fascia,  it  also  was  found  nor  pain  on  pressure  over  any  part  of  the 
to  be  increased  considerably  in  thickness,  abdomen  ;  the  aneurismal  tumor  appears  to 
and  presented  almost  a  tendinous  character,  be  somewhat  diminished  in  size. 
A  portion  of  it  was  raised  with  a  forceps,  29th. — Pulse  seventy-two ;  slept  com- 
and  cautiously  incised  i  a  director  was  tiien  fortably  last  night ;  feels  hungry,  and  wishes 
introduced,  and  an  incision  made  sufficient  for  some  solid  food ;  temperature  of  both 
to  admit  the  finger,  upon  which  this  fascia  limbs  similar.  The  wound  was  dressed  to- 
was  divided  by  a  probe-pointed  bistoury,  day ;  the  lower  portion  has  united  by  the 
both  upwards  and  downwards.  No  artery  first  intention ;  water  dressings  and  adhesive 
was  divided  in  this  part  of  the  operation  re-  plaster  applied ;  sutures  not  disturbed.  As 
quiring  a  ligature  ;  the  bleeding  appeared  to  the  bowels  have  not  been  moved  since  the 
be  altogether  venous.  operation,  a  little  castor  oil  was  directed  to 

The  peritoneum  was  now  very  cautiously  be  administered  immediately,  and  repeated 

raised  from  the  subjacent  iliac  muscle  by  in-  at  intervals,  until  it  operated, 
sinuating  the  fingen  behind  it,  and  this  pro-        30th.— Bowels  moved  freely ;  feels  more 

ceeding  appeared  to  give  much  more  pain  comfortable  since ;  no  tension  or  uneasiness 

than  was   expected.      As  the  peritonaeum  in  the  abdomen  ;  the  aneurismal  tumor  ap- 

WBs  detached,  Mr.  Porter,  with  his  hand  in  pean  to  be  more  solid, 
the  wound,  drew  thb  membrane  and  the  in-        31st. — ^Wound    suppurating    freely ;    no 

testines  towards    the  opposite    side  ;    the  thirst ;  appetite  good  ;  temperature  of  both 

separation  of  the  peritoneum  was  continued  limbs  equal  ;  pulse  eighty.     Ordered  some 

untU  my   finger    reached  the    upper    ex-  weak  chicken  broth. 

tremity  of  the  ezteraal  iliac  artery ;  and  the  September  2nd.— He  complained  last 
expected  difficulty  from  the  protrusion  of  night  of  pain  over  the  middle  sternal  region, 
the  intestines  wss  much  less  than  had  been  increased  on  inspiration.  A  mustard  oata- 
anticipated.  After  a  short  time  I  succeeded  plasm  was  applied,  and  this  morning  the 
in  getting  a  view  of  the  vessel,  and,  as  it  ap-  pain  is  much  relieved ;  his  pulse  was 
peered  to  be  perfectly  healthy,  iU  sheath  slightly  increased  in  frequency,  about  eighty- 
was  opened  to  a  small  extent  by  means  of  eight ;  in  every  other  respect  his  condition 
the  blunt  extremity  of  a  director ;  and  Mr.  is  satis&ctory. 

Trant's  aneurism  needle   was  then  passed         5th.— The  wound  was  dressed  with  charpie 

under  the    artery,  from  without  inwards,  to-day ;  the  discharge  is  abundant,  and  of  a 

without  much  difficulty ;  and  here  the  ad-  good    quality ;     healthy    granulations    are 
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springing  up  from  the  bottom ;  the  upper  continuous  stream  of  fresh  air  shall  surround 

andlower  portion  of  the  incision  haye  united  the  patients  in  their  wards.     Hence  the 

by  the  first  intention;   pulse  regular  ;   no  windows  are.  kept  open  immediately  over  the 

thirst ;  appetite  good ;  has  eaten  diicken  for  bed  in  which  the  patient  lies  on  a  mattress ; 

his  dinner  the  last  two  days.  at  any  rate  as  hmg  as  the  violence  of  the 

8th. — ^The  wound  has  contracted    eon-  fever  requiras  this  cooling  method, 

siderably,  and  the  discharge  is  diminishing ;  2.   Cold  water. — ^The  heads  of  all  the 

he  sleeps  well,  and  says  he  has  not  fdt  patients  are  covered  with  linen  steeped  in 

so  well  since  the  operation ;  no  pulsation  cold  water ;  they  are  allowed  to  drink  as 

can  be  felt  in  the  femoral  or  anterior  tibial  much  cold  water  as  they  like ;  and  when 

artery ;  he  eats  mutton  chop  for  dinner  with  stupor,  fierce  delirium,  and  other  signs  of 

appetite.  congestion  towards  the  head,  predominate, 

13th — 19th  day. — ^The  aneurismal  tumor  the  head  is  held  over  the  edge  of  the  bed, 

within  the  last  day  or  two  has  become  pain-  and  several  pitchers  of  cold  water  are  poured 

fhl  when  pressed  about  the  centre,  and  its  over  it.    If  the  skin  is  very  hot,  affusion  is 

contents  at  tius  point  are  evidently  more  fluid  sometimes  employed  over  the  whole  body, 

than  before ;  he  also  suffers  from  a  feeling  of  but  more  usually  it  is  merdy  washed  with 

distension  in  the  part;   otherwise  he  is  in  the  cold  water.    If  a  dry  skin  is  accompanied 

very  good  health,  eats  his  breakfast  and  by  nervous  symptoms,  tepid  baths  are  pre- 

dinner  with  appetite,  and  has  been  allowed  scribed,  toge&er  with  cold  fomentations  or 

porter  for  some  days.     The  ligature  is  not  affusions. 

yet  loose,  and  it  gives  him  pain  when  it  is  3.  BrfrigeraHng  and  mucoM  beverage* 

gently  pulled.  alone  are  permitted. 

15th — 2l8t  day. — ^To-day  the  dressings  4.  JStne/tes  are  given,  when  vertigo  and  a 

were  found  to  be  deeply  coloured  with  blood,  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth  occur  togettier,  and 

and,  on  examination,  a  small  orifice  was  de-  when  they  are  not  contra-indicated  by  real 

tected  at  the  inferior  angle  of  the  wound,  weakness,  great  stupor,  or  any  locaii  Inflamma- 

through  which  a  mixture  of  pus  and  blood  tion,particiilarlyof  theabdominalorgans;  but 

could  be  squeesed.      The  aneurismal  tumor  if  these  symptoms  are  present  in  a  dight 

is  smaller  and  less  tense,  a  portion  of  its  degree  oidy,   or  have  been  mitigated  by 

contents  having  been  evacuated  in  this  way.  bleeding,  the  Professor  finds  emetics  advan- 

16th — 22nd  day. — The  discharge  of  pus  tageous,  and  the  more  so,  the  sooner  they 

and  blood    continues,    but   in  diminished  are  givem 

quantity,  and  the  aneurismal  tumor  is  much  5.  Venetection  is  rarely  employed,  and 
smaller.  The  ligature  was  gently  pulled  only  when  important  inflammatory  conges- 
to-day,  when  it  yielded  a  little.  This  pro-  tions  towards  the  nobler  organs  are  present ; 
ceeding,  however,  caused,  apparently,  very  in  general,  leeches  only  are  used,  or,  when 
great  pain,  which  was  referred  to  the  hip.  they  are  not  to  be  had,  cupping.     If  the 

17th. — A  feeble  pulsation  detected  to-day  cold  affusions  do  not  fiilfil  their  object,  or 

in  the  femoral  artery  high  up  in  the  hip ;  when  general  plethora  threatens  congestion 

none  in  the  anterior  tibial.  towards  some  other  organ,  then,  even  if  the 

Ig^ — 24th  day.  —  The  ligature  came  head  has  become  tolerably  clear,  six  or  eight 
away  this  morning  without  any  pain,  and  leeches  are  applied  twice  or  thrice  to  the 
was  not  followed  by  the  discharge  of  a  drop  temples ;  and  if  there  are  fixed  pains,  or  a 
of  blood.  Hie  wound  is  very  much  dimi-  constant  distuxt>ance  of  function  in  any 
nishedinsize,havingfilled  up  by  granulation  thoracic  or  abdominal  organ,  from  ten  to 
nearly  to  level  with  the  skin,  except  at  the  twenty  leeches  are  applied  in  ito  neighbour- 
point  where  the  ligature  presented.     His  hood. 

health  is  very  good ;  he  eate  heartily,  and  6.  Sinapiame  are  always  applied  to  the 

deeps  well ;  the  aneurismal  swelling  is  di-  soles  of  &e  feet ;   and  blisters  are  often 

minished  in  size ;  but  the  integumente  at  placed  on  the  back  of  the  neck,  the  chest, 

one  point  covering  it,  are  discoloured  and  the  abdomen,  &c. . 

thinned,  and  its  contento  at  this  part  are  7.  LaxaiUfea   are  frequently  prescribed, 

very  fluid.  When  the  emetic  has  not  purged  at  all,  or 

^ but  little,  they  are  given  on  the  following 

day,   and  repeated   according    to  circum- 

FREDERIC'S  HOSPITAL  AT  COPEN-  Btances.    Those  usuaUy  selected  are  Epsom 

HAGEN.  salte,  or  rhubarb   with  sal  ammoniac,   or 

firom  ten  to  twenty  grsins  of  calomel,  or 

FBOF.BAUG'SMETHODOFTMATINGFEVKR.  ^^^  ^.j^  ^^  clysterS. 

8.  Mineral  acide  en  used  in  refrigerant 

The  remedies  which  Professor  Bang  uses  drinks,  to  subdue  either  noxious  secretions 

are  as  follows  :—  or  septic  (putrid)  symptoms. 

1.  Purejreah  flfr.— He  tokes  care  that  a  Of  the  remaining  digestive  remedies,  mtrc 
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and  cream  of  tartar  are  preaeribed,  the  latter 
either  alone,  or  together  with  the  former  | 
more  rarely  a  aatorated  lolution  of  acetate 
of  potaah  is  given  to  check  ▼omiting. 
'  Cinchona,  camphor,  valerian,  musk,  ether, 
&c.  are  rarelf  required ;  they  are  indicated 
by  septic  and  nervous  symptoms,  and  then 
musk  is  the  be»t  remedy. 

As  to  single  symptoms,  they  are,  of  course, 
treated  in  various  ways ;  against  the  m^o- 
rity,  leeches  and  blisters  arc  employed  with 
advantage.  Dangerous  diarrhosas  are  treated 
at  the  commencement  with  ten  grains  of 
calomel  or  with  castor  oil,  first  in  larger, 
then  in  smaller  doses,  to  assist  the  evacua- 
tion of  injurious  matter ;  afterwards  with 
clysters  of  infusion  of  chamomile ;  and  if 
the  diarrhoea  continues,  and  is  accompanied 
by  pain,  it  is  treated  with  leeches.  Blisters 
and  tartar  emetic  ointment  are  often  indi- 
cated.  Of  late,  especially  when  the  fever 
has  been  a  real  abdominal  typhuSi  the  Pro- 
fessor has  given  acetate  of  lead,  combined 
with  vegetable  carbon,  with  good  effect ;  the 
dose  being  half  a  grain  of  the  former  with 
five  of  the  latter,  and  ten  grains  of  standi, 
from  four  to  six  times  a  day.  Ue  has  found 
the  regular  astringents  more  uaeful  in  the 
form  oif  clysters,  (e.  g.  two  or  three  grains 
of  opium)  than  when  given  by  the  mouth. 
The  mudUage  of  gum  arubic  with  a  few 
grains  of  sal  ammoniac  seems  the  least  in« 
jnrious  remedy.  Convalescence  is  best  left 
to  nature.  The  results  of  this  treatment  are 
so  fiiTOurable,  that  out  of  6140  patients 
whom  Professor  Bang  treated  irom  1826 
to  1835,  (among  whom  were  nearly  1440 
cases  of  typhus)  only  340  died,  including 
those  who  were  moribund  when  brou^t 
into  the  hospital. — Ztiitekrifi  fUr  die  p«. 
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Parkinton  Gates,  Thomey  Yorkshire.  ~  John 
Goodchild,  London. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS^ 

Shewing  the  number  of   deaths  from  ail 

causes  registered  in    the    week    ending 
Saturday,  September  17,  1842. 

Small  POX 8 

Measles  90 

Scarlatina  S5 

Hooping  Cough  16 

Croup  7 

Thrush    0 

Diarrhoea    40 

Dysentery  f 

Cholera    5 

Influenza 1 

Typhus    32 

Erysipelas S 

Syphilis  o 

Hydrophobia o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses ..  IM 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    S16 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  a 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

On^ns  of  Digestion 8$ 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 6 

Childbed fl 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c S 

Rheumatism % 

Diseases  of  Joints,  lee 4 

Ulcer    0 

FistuU  0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseasesof  Uncertain  Seat l» 

Old  Af^e  or  Natural  Decay 40 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  loten^w- 

rance J7 

Causes  not  specified  S 

Deaths  ftxMn  all  Causes 86* 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  5 1<>  37'  32"^^. 
Longitude  O^  3'  51"  W.  iff  Oreenwiek, 
September,    THBaMOMmn.!  BABOMvnta. 


Wednesday  31 

fh>m  S7to58 

99'4S 

Stat. 

Thursday  .  n 

SS      86 

99*44  to  99-40 

Friday ...» 

41      06 

99*46 

99-40 

Satarday  .  94 

48      50 

9904 

99*09 

Sunday   .  .  25 

49      50 

99'51 

99« 

Monday .  .  90 

49      59 

99-78 

99-87 

Tuesday    .  97 

48      50 

9904 

99*09 

Wind,  S.B.  and  aW.  on  the  91st :  N.W.  and 
N.  on  the  99d  \  S.W.  on  the  98d  ;  BUioe  N.  and 
N.E. 

The  91  St  clear,  since  cenersDy  cloudy  and 
showery,  at  times  heavy  nun. 

Rain  fallen^  1  inch  and  '085  of  an  inch. 

Chaklxs  Hbnky  Aoamo. 
Wilson  Ok  Ooilvy^  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LBCTURBS  interrnption.    The  uteras  may  not  possess 

the  requisite  power  to  expel  the  child  ;  or, 

^"  TBI  haTing  done  so»  and  the  placenta  also,  its 

THBORY   AND    PRACTICE    OF  nervous  energy  may  be  insufficient  to  secure 

t.MrTwxT-i-orp'D'v  the  permanent  contraction  of  its  walls,  and 

MID  W IFERY ,  jjlood  may  flow  into  the  cavity  till  it  is  dis- 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  tfSt.  George^e  *«»J«*'  !^  death  take  pkce  before  Miy  ap- 

Hosoital  prehension  of  danger  has  been  roused.     Or 

^      '  the  head  of  die  child  may  be  so  large,  or  the 

fir  RoBBKT  Lbb,  M.Dk  F.R.S.  pelvis  of  the  mother  so  small  or  distorted, 

f  that  it  is  impossible  for  delivery  to  take 

m^r^tory  U<^,  Oct.  3.  1842.  SST^it t^'lo^n.^««>'S^- A 

Gbntlbmbn, — There   are   many  diseases  sustain;  or  lacerated,  and  the  child  forced 

peculiar  to  women ;  they  are  aU  exposed  to  through  the  rent  into  the  peritoneal  cavity, 

great  suffering  and  danger  during  pregnancy  In  other  cases  labour  is  rendered  difficiUt 

and  child-bearing,  and  many  die  from  the  and  dangerous  by  the  unfavourable  position 

acute  disorders  which  follow  delivery.     Not  of  the  child  within  the  uterus.     Instead  of 

only  are  the  functions  of  the  uterine  system  the  head  presenting,  or  coming  foremost,  an 

before  conception  often  disturbed,  but  all  arm  descends,  and  the  body  of  the  child  ia 

the  different  parts  of  this  system  undergo  placed  across  the  pelvis,  so  that  the  longer 

morbid  alterations  of  structure,  which  are  and  more  forcibly  the  uterus  contracts  upon 

■frequently  of  a  malignant  nature,  and  excite,  it,   the*  more  firmly  are  the  shoulder  and 

in  their  progress^to  a  fatal  termination,  the  thorax  impacted  in  the  pelvis,  and  the  more 

most  acute  and  protracted  pain.  difficult  does  the  operation  of  turning  be- 

During  the  whole  period  of  pregnancy,  come, 
women  are  exposed  to  numerous  accidents  The  placenta,  which  usually  adheres  to  the 
and  diseases  which  endanger  life ;  but  it  is  in  upper  part  of  the  uterus,  is  sometimes  at- 
labour  that  they  incur  the  greatest  hazard,  tached  to  the  cervix  or  lower  part,  and  then 
and  endure  the  most  intense  suffering.  The  a  dangerous  flooding  ensues,  which  nature 
contents  of  the  gravid  uterus  are  expelled  by  has  no  power  to  arrest.  The  means  she 
a  process  which  displays,  in  every  stage,  the  •usually  employs  for  the  suppression  of  ute- 
mos^  skilful  contriyance,  and  in  a  great  pro-  rine  haemorrhage,  if  exerted  in  this  case, 
portion  of  cases  it  is  completed  with  safety  wonld  only  aggravate  the  evil ;  and  if  artifi- 
both  to  the  mother  and  child  by  the  unas-  dal  delivery  were  not  performed,  death 
sisted  powers  of  nature.  As  soon  as  labour  would  inevitably  follow.  The  same  is  the 
has  commenced,  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  consequence  when  the  placenta  has  been  de- 
begins  to  open,  that  the  child  may  pass  tached  from  the  upper  part  of  the  uterus, 
through  it,  and  the  upper  part  contracts  at  and  where  hemorrhage  follows  the  birth  of 
intervals,  with  an  amazingdegree  of  regularity  the  child  ;  and  not  less  destructive  are  the 
and  force,  till  the  whole  ovum  has  escaped,  effects  produced  by  the  retention  of  the 
and  the  great  arteries  and  veins  exposed  by  whole,  or  portions,  of  the  after-birth  within 
the  separation  of  the  placenta  are  effectually  the  uterus, 
closed.  There  are  msny  other  Tarieties  of  difficult 

But  this,  like  all  the  other  fanctions  of  the  and  complicated  labour,  in  which  the  un- 

animal  body,  is  Uable  from  various  causes  to  aided  powers  of  nature  are  insufficient  for  the 

great  and  sudden  disturbanbCf  or  complete  completion  of  delivery,  and  where  the  most 

775.— XXXI.  D 
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prompt    and    energetic    and    well-directed  and  produced  dangerous  haemorrhage :  7  fii- 

treatment  is  required  to  avert  the  danger,  tal  cases  of  retention  of  the  placenta,  and 

Even  after  the  most  easy  and  natural  labours,  19  in  which  great  difficulty  and  danger  were 

when  none  of  these  accidents  have  occurred,  produced  by  portions  of  the  placenta,  or  the 

and  when  all  danger  is  apparently  at  an  end,  entire  mass,   being  left  within  the  uterus 

how  often  does  inflammation  of  the  uterus  beyond  the  usual  period :  46  labours  com- 

unexpectedly  supervene,  and  run  its  course  plicated  with  puerperal   convulsions,    and 

with  a  rapidity  and  violence  equal  to  that  of  upwards  of  250  of  puerperal  fever,  or  in- 

plague  and  cholera.  llammation  of  the  uterine  organs  in  the 

That  such  occurrences  are  not  uncommon,  pnerperal  state.     Written  histories  having 

the  Reports  of  public  institutions  In  dif-  been  preserved  of  these  cases,  they  have  now 

ferent  countries  afford  too  abundant  proof,  been  collected  and  arranged  for  publication, 

219,333  women  were  delivered  in  the  king-  in  the  hope  that  they  may  be  found  to  iUus- 

dom  of  Wurtemberg,  from  the  year  1821  to  trate,  confirm,   or  correct,  the  rules  laid 

1825,  of  whom  there  died  1248,  or  one  in  down  by  systematic  writers  for  the  treat- 
175.  At  Hamburg,  5*57  women  die  in  ment  of  difficult  labours,  and  supply  that 
1000  who  have  been  pregnant  or  delivered,  course  of  clinical  instruction  in  midwifery. 
Of  448,356  females  who  died  in  the  Pms-  the  want  of  which  has  been  so  often  expe- 
sian  States  in  the  course  of  fifteen  years,  rienoed  by  practitionerB  at  the  commence- 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  45, — 70*215,  or  ment  of  the4r  career. 

nearly  one-sixth,  died  either  immediately  in  When  women  are  attacked  with  puerperal 

the  act  of  delivery,  or  in  childbed ;  and  of  convulsions,  or  flooding,  or  when  any  of  the 

108  of  the  infants  bom,  1  in  108  cost  the  accidents  occur  during  labour  whidi  have 

mother  her  life.     In  the  mortality  table  for  now  been  mentioned,  they  are  wholly  unable 

the  dty  of  New  York  for  a  period  of  thirty-  to  make  any  effort  to  lavtf*  themselves,  and 

two  years,  viz.  from  1805  to  1 836,  both  in-  are  pladtd  in  the  same  unconscious  and  help- 

dusive,  it  is  stated  that  the  births  during  less  condition  as  those  who  have  apoplexy, 

this  period  ranged  from  2  to  300,000 ;  and  or  concussion  of   the  brain,  or  who  are 

that  the  whole  number  of  deaths  from  child-  suffering  from  a  violent  external  injury,  or 

bed  were  only  1038.     In  the  Dublin  Lying,  extensive  wound,  with  great  loss  of  bkod. 

In  Hospital,  from  8th  day   of  Decembw ,  In  no  country  in  the  world  are  women  left 

1757,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1832,  to  die  in  such  circumstances  without  hdp ; 

there  were  132,979  women  delivered,  of  and  in  the  most  remote  and  barbarous  ages^ 

whom  1488  died.     Of  16,654  women  de-  means,  however  rude  and  imperfect,  have 

livered  in  the  same  institution  during  a  pe-  always  been  employed  during  tiie  suiferings 

riod  of  seven  years,  commencing  November  and  dangers  of  diild-bearing. 

1826,  there  were  1956  difficult  cases,  and  of  At  first,  females  were  solely  employed  for 
these  164  proved  fataL  There  were  409  this  purpose.  The  descendants  of  Abraham, 
preternatural  presentations,  24  cases  of  ute-  while  a  wandering  tribe,  had  mldwives,  and 
rine  hemorrhage  before  the  birth  of  the  the  Israelites  continued  to  employ  them 
child,  and  64  between  the  expulsion  of  the  white  they  remained  in  Egypt ;  and  it  it 
child  and  placenta;  66  of  retention  of  the  probable  all  the  surrounding  nations  did  the 
placenta ;  30  of  puerperal  convulsions ;  240  same,  as  they  now  do  everywhere  in  the 
of  twins,  and  4  of  triplets  ;  97  of  prolapsus  East.  At  what  period,  and  in  what  country, 
of  the  funis ;  and  88  of  puerperal  fever,  56  physicians  and  sar^geons  were  first  consulted 
of  which  were  fatal.  In  the  Britbh  Lying-  m  cases  of  difficult  labour,  and  in  the  dis- 
in  Hospital,  Brownlow  Street,  33,627  wo-  eases  peculiar  to  females,  is  not  known,  but 
men  were  delivered  between  the  year  1749  it  is  certain  they  were  so  in  Greece  at  the 
and  1824,  of  whom  433  died.  In  the  first  time  of  Hippocrates,  and  that  great  atten- 
ten  years  1  in  42 ;  in  the  second  ten  years  tion  was  then  given  to  all  the  difierent 
1  in  50 ;  in  the  third  ten  years  1  in  53 ;  in  branches  of  midwifery.  His  works  contain 
the  fourth  ten  years  1  in  60  ;  in  the  fifth  ten  an  account  of  many  facts  respecting  the 
years  1  In  288 ;  in  the  sixth  ten  years  1  in  functions  and  diseases  of  the  unimpregnated 
231 ;  In  the  seventh  ten  years  1  woman  In  and  gravid  uterus,  and  difficult  labours, 
274.  During  the  last  fifteen  years.  In  pub-  which  are  evidently  derived  from  extensive 
lie  institutions  and  In  private  practioe,  I  observation.  He  has  described  accurately 
have  seen  55  cases  of  difficult  and  protracted  the  phenomena  of  menstruation,  and  traced 
labour,  in  which  recourse  was  had  to  the  the  connexion  which  exists  between  the 
forceps  :  above  100  in  which  delivery  was  morbid  states  of  this  function,  and  hysteria, 
efEocted  by  the  operation  of  craniotomy,  dis-  sterility,  leuoorrhoea,  fibrous  tumors  of  the 
tortion  of  the  pelvis  being  the  most  common  ntems,  and  cancer.  When  the  uterus  is 
cause  of  the  difficulty :  35  in  which  prema-  hard,  and  is  low  down  near  the  pudenda*,  and 
tore  labonr  was  induced :  62  cases  of  arm  the  groins  are  indurated,  and  there  Is  a  sense 
presentation :  36  in  which  the  placenta  was  of  ardor,  and  sanguineous  and  foetid  dis- 
adherent  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  38  charge,  he  says  cancer  may  be  suspected. 
In  which  it  was  detached  from  the  ftu&dus,  The  following  passage  proves  that  he  was 
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well  acq«ainted  with  the  condition  of  the  os  by  him  to  be  the  principal  caiues  of  the 

ttteii  whcB  aActed  with  achirrhne,  and  that  premature  expulsion  of  the  ovum.    When 

he  wu  aocuatoraed  to  examine  the  ntema  by  the  child  ia  dead,  he  says,  there  ia  a  aenae  of 

the  Taginav  in  the  aame  manner  that  we  now  coldness  in  the  abdomen,  and  it  subsides, 

do,  to  discover  ito  organic  diseases.     '*  Si  and  the  child  falls  like  a  stone  within  the 

uteri    in  callum   indurescant    torn   menses  uterus  from  side  to  side  when  the  mother 

oocultantur,  tnm  eomm  oa  connivet,  neque  turns,  and  there  ia  flacddity  of  the  breasts. 

ooncepit  et  aliud  quid  esse  videtur.    Quod  si  If   the  menses  appear  during  pregnancy, 

•ttigeria,  tanquam  aaznm  iUic  eaae  videtur,  oa  abortion  follows,  and  the  foetus  ia  expelled 

asperum  est  et  mnltas  iiabet  radioea,  non  laeve  in  a  diseased  condition.    If  much  blood  be 

•specta,  neque  digitum  admittit." — P.  658.  discharged  during  labour  without  pain,  there 

Some  of  the  most  important  facta  respect-  is  danger  that  Uie  child  will  be  dead,  or 

ing  the  atructure  and  functions  of  the  human  possess   little  vitality.      Pregnant    women 

ovmn-  had  been  aacertained  at  thia  early  affected  with  headache,  sopor  and  weight  of 

period,  and  particularly  that  the  reapiration  the  head,  he  adda,  are  Uable  to  be  attacked 

and  nutrition  of  the  foetna  are  effected  by  with  convulsiona. 

the  placenta  and  umbilical  cord.     Hippo-  In  difficult  laboura,  where  the  head  pre- 

crates  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  a  aented  and  could  not  be  expelled  by  the 

perfect  ovum  expelled  about  a  month  after  natural  efforta,  it  is  probable  tiiat  in  the 

conception,  instead  of  aix  daya,  aa  he  sap-  greater  number  of  cases,  after  employing 

posed,  and  it  was  probably  the  first  entire  various  remedies  without    effect,  that    he 

ovum  that  he  had  ever  seen,  and  I  believe  it  opened  the  head  and  extracted  it  with  a 

was  the  first  that  ever  was  described.    The  hook  or  crotchet,  as  we  do  at  the  present 

feelings  of  admiration  excited  in  his  mind  time.    If  the  foetus  lay  across,  presenting  to 

on  fint  beholding  it  have,  doubtless,  since  the  os  uteri,  whether  it  be  alive  or  dead,  he 

been  experienced  in  an  equal  degree  by  the  orders  it  to  be  pushed  back  and  turned,  ao 

great  anatomista  "  who  have  tculed  in  the  aa  that  it  may  preaent  with  the  head  in  the 

mysterious     researches     of    generation.  "  natural  position ;  and  to  accomplish  thia 

**  Qnam  ilia  videos  non  sine  admiratione  purpose,  the  woman  must  be  laid  in  bed 

•pectavit,  ego  vere  qualis  referam.     Ut  si  with  the  nates  raiaed  higher  than  the  head, 

quia  ovo  cnido-externam   testam  undique  If  the  diild  be  alive,  and  presents  with  the 

auferat  in  quo  interiore  membrana  contentus  arm  or  foot,  he  directs  us  to  return  them  aa 

humor  pelluoeat,  ad  hunc  fere  modum  (nt  soon  aa  poaaible  and  bring  down  the  head ' 

nno  veroo  dicam)  se  hahebat  liquor  iUe,  or  if  it  Ilea  aeroaa,  presenting  with  the  aide 

praetereaque  ruber  erat  et  rotundua.     Con-  or  hip,  the  aame  method,  he  aays,  must 

apiciebantnr  autem  fibrae  alba  et  tennes  in  be  used. 

membrana  cum  sanie  crassa  et  rubra  con-  The  operation  here  described  ia  perfectly 

tente,  et  ipsa  membrana  exteriore  parte  impracticable,  and  I  cannot  bdieve  that  he 

cmore  ad  instar  sugillatorum  snffhsa  erat.  ever  actually  succeeded  by  it  in  aooomplidi- 

In  cigus  medio  tenne    quiddam    extabat,  ing  delivery  where  the  arm  preaented,  and 

quod  mihi  umbilicus  esse  videbatur  et  per  the  foetus  was  mature,  and  the  uterus  oon- 

illum  primum  respirasse,  ex  eoque  protende-  tracting  around  it.    Most  of  the  women 

batur  membrana  tota  genituram  complee-  with  preternatural  presentations  of  the  chUd 

tens." — P.  236.  would  have  died  und^vored  had  some  other 

In  this  concise  description  it  is  easy  to  method  not  been  adopted,  and  that  method 

recognize  the  decidua  with  ita  great  plexua  eonaisted  in'  mutilatmg  the  body  with  the 

of  veina  gorged  with  maternal  blood,  the  crotchet,  and  bringing  it  away  piecemeal,  as 

vUli  and  cella  of  the  chorion,  the  amnion,  we  are  aometimes  atill  compiled  to  do  where 

embryo,  umbilical  cord,  and  placenta,  of  the  operation  of  turning  is  unadviaable  or 

which  he  has  given  a  more  minute  account  impracticable.    Hippocrates  haa  compared 

in  the  latter  montha  of  pregnancy,  and  of  the  foetua  lying  across  the  brim  of  the  pelvis 

the  functions  it  performs,  and  the  mem-  to  an  olive  in  a  narrow-mouthed  jar,  which 

branes  which  surround  it.    The  only  parts  cannot  be  ao  eaaily  extracted  by  the  middle 

of  the  human  ovum  to  which  there  is  no  as  when  it  presents  with  one  end.    But  this 

allusion  here  made,  are  the  vesicula  umbili-  comparison  is  both  imperfect  and  incorrect, 

ddis,  which  was  first  described  by  Albinus  for  the  olive  has  neither  head,  nor  superior 

and  Wrisberg  about  the  middle  of  the  last  nor  inferior  extremities,  like  the  foetus,  and 

century,  and  the  decidual  cavity,  discovered  it  is  extraordinary  that  he  foiled,  not  merely 

by  Dr*  William  Hunter  a  few  years  after.  to  perceive  these  points  of  dissimilarity,  but 

The  works  of  Hippocrates  likewise  con-  to  discover  that  the  feet  of  the  child  could 

tain  some  important  information  respecting  readily  be  sebed  with  the  hand'and  extracted, 

the  diseases  of  pregnant  women,  particularly  while  it  waa  impoaaible  fi>r  the  hand  to  graap 

abortion,  and  the  canaes  and  symptoms  ^  the  head  on  account    of   ita    bulk.    The 

the  death  of  the  foetus  in  utera.    Blows,  slightest  reflection  on  what  he  must  have 

falls,  violent  terror,  rupturing  the  mem-  often  seen  take  place  m  presentations  o^  '^'- 

linnes,diaeasee  of  the  parents,  are  considered  feet  and  nates,  one  might  suppose 
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have  led  to  thb  discovery,  which  compre-  foUowing  paamge,  that  he  had  met  with 

heads  the  whole  principle  of  the  operation  cases  of  arm  presentation  in  which  the  feeC 

of  turning  ;  a  discovery  which  will  ever  he  could  not  be  brought  down  and  the  turning 

regarded  as  one  of  the  most  important  in  accomplished  till  the  arm  was  removed,  and 

midwifery,  and  which  has   gained  for  its  not  then.     ''But  if  the  infant  lieth  as  if  he 

author  the  most  lasting  honour.    That  a  cir-  would  come  with  his  hands  forwards,  or  if 

cumstance  of  such  vast  importance,  and  now  his  hands  be  forth  already,  so  that  it  may 

apparently  so  obvious,  should  not  only  have  seem  he  may  be  drawn  forth  easily  that  way, 

escaped  the  observation  of  Hippocrates,  but  yet  it  must  not  be  so  done,  for  so  his  head 

of  all  who  followed  him  for  2000  years,  is  would  double  backwards  over  his  shoulders, 

truly  a  matter  of  the  deepest  astonishment,  to  the  great  danger  ot  his  mother.     Once  I 

and  seems  to  illustrate  in  a  striking  manner  was  called  unto  the  birth  of  an  infant  whom 

what  Dr.  William  Hunter  has  said  respect-  the  midwives  assayed  to  draw  out  by  the 

ing  the  discovery  of  the  drcolation  of  the  arm,  so  that  the  arm  hod  been  so  long  forth 

blood.     "  It  is  the  more  amaiing  that  this  that  it  was  gangrenate,  whereby  the  child 

discovery  was  left  for  Harvey,  when  we  con-  died.     I  told  them  presently  that  his  arm 

aider  that  he  was  near  an  hundred  years  after  must  be  put  in  again,  and  he  must  be  turned 

Yesalius,  in  which  interval  many  great  men  otherwise.    But  when  it  could  not  be  put 

had  appeared,  and  anatomical  sdiools  had  back  by  reason  of  the  great  swelliog  thereof, 

flourished  in  many  different  parts  of  Europe,  and  also  of  the  qnother's  genitals,  I  deter* 

And  what  is  still  more  astonishing,  Servetus  mined  to  cut  it  off  with  an  incision-knife, 

first,  and  Columbus  afterwards,  lK>th  in  the  cutting  the  muscles  as  near  as  I  could  to  the 

time  of  Yesalius,  had  clearly  given  the  cir-  shoulder,  yet  drawing  the  flesh  upwards, 

culation  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs,  that  when  i  had  torn  off  the  bone  with  a 

which  we  may  reckon  at  least  three  quarters  of  pair  at  cutting  pincers  it  might  come  down 

•the  discovery :    and  Caesalpinus  had,  many  again  to  cover  the  shivered  end  of  the  bone, 

years   before   Harvey,  published  in  three  Int  otherwise,  when  it  was  thrust  in  again 

different    works  all  that  was  wanting    in  into  the  womb,  it  might  hurt  the  mother : 

Servetus  to  make  the  circulation  quite  com-  which  being  done,  I  turned  him  with  his 

plete.     But  Providence  meant  to  reserve  feet  forwards,  and  drew  him  out  as  is  before 

this  honour  for  Harvey,  and  would  not  let  said.     But  if  the  tumor,  either  naturally,  or 

men  see  what  was  before  them,  nor  under-  by  some  accident,  that  is  to  say  by  pntre- 

standwhat  they  read."  faction,  which  may  perchance  come,  be  so 

Midwifery  remained  nearly  in  the  same  great  that  he  cannot  be  turned  according  to 

condition  in  which  it  was  left  by  Hippocrates  the  surgeon's  intentions,  nor  be  drawn  out 

till  the  middle  of  the  16th  century,  when  according  as  he  lieth,  the  tumor  must  be 

lying-in  wards  were  opened  at  Paris  in  the  diminished,  and  then  he  must  be  drawn  out 

Hotel  Dieu,  and  opportunities  were  afforded  as  aforesaid,  and  that  must  be  done  at  once." 

of  witnessing  all  the  phenomena  of  natural  Except  some  judicious  observations  on  the 

and  difficult  labour,   and  the  diseases   of  treatment  of  retention  of  the  placenta,  there 

puerperal  women.    The  great  discovery  to  is  nothing  besides  relating  to  midwifery  of 

which  I  have  now  alluded  was  then  made  the  slightest  importance  in    the  works  of 

by  Ambrose  Par6,  and  described  in  the  fol-  Ambrose  Par6.     Although  he  had  enjoyed 

lowing  passage  in  the  15th  chapter  of  his  frequent   opportunities    of  examining    the 

translated  works,  1665.     '*  It  is  supposed  to  gravid  uterus  in  those  who  had  died  during 

be  a  natural  and  easy  birth  when  the  infant  pregnancy,   and  had  repeatedly  performed 

oometh  forth  with  his  head  forwards,  nre-  the  Csesarean  operation  on  the  living  body, 

sently  following  the  flush  of  waters,  and  it  he  never  became  acquainted  with  the  ordi- 

is  more  difficult  when  the  infant  cometh  nary  position  of  the  foetus  in  utero,  but 

forth  with  the  feet  forwards  ;   all  the  oiher  considered  it  altogether  uncertain  and  vari- 

waies  are  most  difficult;  therefore  midlives  able,  both  in  living  and  dead  women.     This 

are  to  be  admonished  that  as  often  as  they  ftict,  indeed,  was  not  known  to  many  for  a 

perceive  the  child  to  be  coming  forth  none  hundred  years  after  this  period,  and  the 

of  these  waies,  but  either  with  his  belly,  his  foetus  is  consequently  represented  by  figures 

back  forwards  as  it  were  doubled,  or  else  in  their  works,  in  Uie  most  grotesque  and 

with  his  hinds  and  feet  together,  or  with  his  unnatural  attitudes,  as  if  flying,  jumping, 

head  forwards  and  one  of  his  hands  stretched  walking  erect,  kneeling  and  swimn-ing;  in 

out,  that  they  should  turn  it  and  draw  it  out  every  position,  indeed,  except  that  in  which 

by  the  feet ;  for  the  doing  whereof,  if  they  it  is  placed  by  nature. 

be  not  sufficient,  let  them  crave  the  assistance  In  1609,  about  thirty-six  years  after  Par^, 

«nd  help  of  some  expert  chinirgian."     The  his  pupil,   Guillemeau,   published  a  work 

method   the    surgeon  ought   to    adopt    is  entitled,  De  THenreuz  Accouchement  des 

described  more  particularly  in  Chap.  XXYI.  femmes  ou  il  est  traicte  du  gouvemement  de 

which  is  headed,  **  Of  the  Chirurgical  £x-  leur  grossesse,  De  Leur  Travail  naturel  et 
tractioos  of  the  Child  from  the  Womb  either  contre  nature,  Du  traictement  estant  ac- 
Dead  or  Alive ;"  and  it  is  obvious  from  the    couchees,  et  de  leurs  maladies.     He  has 
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described  tlie  Bymptoma  and  treatment  of  seeing  it  tinsaccessfully  performed  fivie 
natnral  labour  with  the  greatest  fidelity,  and    times. 

tbe  management  of  new-bom  children  We  haye  here  not  only  all  the  great  opera- 
and  women  in  the  pnerperal  state.  He  tions  of  midwifery  then  known  minutely  and 
recommends  a  broad  bandage  to  be  ap-  accurately  described »  but  we  hsTe  the  im- 
plied aronnd  the  body  at  the  commence-  portant  pathological  fact  first  clearly  stated, 
ment  of  labour,  and  to  be  gradually  tightened  that  the  placenta  may  present  or  come  before 
«s  it  proceeds,  and  also  a  permanent  binder,  the  child ;  that  this  gives  rise  to  a  dangerous 
■8  is  done  at  the  present  time,  when  the  hsraorrhage,  which  nature  is  unable  to  sup- 
whole  process  is  finished.  Where  the  plsr  press ;  and  diat  the  most  safe  and  expedient 
centa  did  not  immediately  follow  tiie  child,  means  of  arresting  it  is  to  deliver  imme- 
he  made  pressure  with  the  hand  over  tiie  diately  by  passing  the  hand  into  the  uterus 
fundus  uteri  to  excite  the  contractions,  and  and  bringing  down  the  feet.  He  has  made  no 
employed  all  the  means  now  in  common  use  observation  from  which  it  ean  be  justly  in- 
to promote  its  expulsion.  The  immediate  ferred  that  he  believed  the  placenta  to  have 
extraction  of  the  placenta  after  the  birth  of  been  originally  adherent  to  the  upper  part 
the  diUd  became,  however,  in  no  long  time,  of  the  uterus,  and  to  have  descended  from 
almost  the  general  practice,  and  continued  thence  to  the  cervix.  This  is  an  erroneous 
to  be  so  till  about  the  middle,  or  near  the  hypothetical  opinion  which  was  first  adopted 
end,  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when  Dr.  by  Daventer  at  a  much  later  period,  and 
W.  Hunter  made  the  unfortunate  experiment  which  has  been  also  attributed  unjustly  to 
of  leaving  it  wholly  to  nature.  Hippocrates,  although  he  had  formed  no 

Respecting  the  diseases  of  pregnsnt  and  theory  on  the  subject,  having  merely  as- 
puerperal  women,  there  is  nothing  of  any  sorted  that  the  plaoenttf  should  come  after 
great  value  in  the  work  of  Guillemeau :  its  the  child,  for  tiw  child  cannot  live  if  it 
•importance  is  derived  from  the  history  it  oomes  first,  because  the  child  derives  its  life 
contains  of  difficult  labours,  which  is  Air  from  the  afterbirth,  as  a  plant  does  from  tbe 
mors  accurate  and  complete  than  any  that  earth.  Portal  was  the  first,  in  1685,  who 
had  ever  before  appeared,  and  in  which  he  stated  that  the  placenta  was  found,  not 
lias  embodied  the  results  of  all  the  observa-  merely  at  the  cervix  uteri,  but  adhering  to  it 
tions  he  had  made  during  a  period  exceeding  all  round.  In  the  account  of  his  sixty-ninth 
forty  years.  **  When  a  surgeon  is  called  to  case  he  says,  '*  Je  sends  Tarriere  fkix,  qui 
a  case  of  difficult  labour,  he  should  first  se  presentoit,  et  qui  estoit  fort  adherent,  et 
inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  difficulty,  and  attach^  a  Torifice  de  la  matrice  de  toutes 
all  the  causes,  he  observes,  may  be  referred  parts."  In  the  histories  of  all  the  other 
to  four  heads — I,  to  the  mother;  2,  to  the  cases  the  same  circumstance  is  expressly 
infant;  3,  to  those  things  that  are  connected  stated,  and  the  same  treatment  is  recom- 
with  the  infant ;  and  4,  to  external  drcum-  mended  as  that  employed  by  Ghiillemeau, 
stances.  Proceeding  upon  this  principle  of  and  which  has  continued  to  be  the  practice 
dasaification,  similar  in  many  respects  to  in  common  use  to  to  the  present  time, 
that  adopted  by  Dr.  Merriman  in  his  excel-  In  cases  of  hemorrhage  where  the  pla- 
lent  practical  work  on  Difficult  Parturition,  oenta  did  not  present,  but  had  been  detached 
he  arranges  all  the  varieties  of  laborious  and  from  the  fundus  uteri,  Guillemeau  likewise 
difficult  delivery,  and  describes  their  treat-  had  recourse  to  artificial  delivery ;  and  for 
meat  under  the  following  sixteen  orders :—  the  knowledge  of  this  practice  he  most  can- 

1.  Of  tbe  means  of  assisting  women  who  didly  and  honourably  states  that  he  was 

have  difficult  labours.    2.  Of  the  difibrent  indebted  to  Ambrose  Par^.    His  love  of 

labours  which  are  accomplished  by  manual  truth  and  of  justice  was  sueh,  that  he  would 

operation.    3.  Of  labours  with  haemorrhage  not  claim  an  honour  which  belonged  to 

aad  convulsions,  and  their  treatment.  4.  The  another,  though  Par^  had  been  dead  for 

means  of  affording  relief  when  the  afterbirth  many  years,  and  had  made  no  mention  of 

presents  the  first.    5.  The  delivery  of  dead  the  discovery  in  his  worics. 

children,  and  when  they  are  swollen  or  dis-  Mauriceau  and  Smeliie  are  tiie  only  indi- 

tended  within  the  uterus.     6.  Cases  of  mal-  viduahi,  who  have  devoted  their  lives  to  the 

position  of  tiie  head.     7.  Presentation  of  study  and  practice  of  midwifery  during  the 

the  superior  extremities.    8.  Of  the  head  last  two  hundred  and  thirty  years,  whose 

and  the  two  arms  together.    9.  Of  the  feet,  contributions  to  tbe  science,  in  point  of 

10.  Of  the  feet  and  hands  together.     11.  originality  and  importance,  can  be  compared 

Treatment  of  cases  in  which  the  infant  comes  with  those  of  Guillemeau.    Mauriceau  prac- 

donble,  or  the  bock,  loins,  sides,  shoulders,  tised  midwifery  forty  years  in  Paris,  and  he 

or  nates  present.     12.  Presentations  of  the  considered  no  department  of  medicine  or 

thorax  and  abdomen.     13.  Cases  of  twins,  surgery  superior  to  it  hi  dignity  and  utility. 

one  with  the  head  presenting,  the  other  the  For  twenty-five  years  he  preserved  faithful 

feet.     14.  Twins,  the  feet  of  both  presenting,  histories  of  all  tiie  important  cases  which 

15.  Retention  ofJ;he  placenta.     16.  On  the  came  under  his  care,  and    out    of   three 

CsesarBan  section,  which  he  condemns  after  thousand  he  selected  seven  hundred  of  the 
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nest  important  for  puUication.  "  Among  still  more  precise  mles  for  its  application, 
these  cases/'  he  observes,  *'will  be  found  i^thougfa  Smellie's  works  contain  many 
examples  both  to  imitate  and  avoid;  and  cautions  against  the  abuse  of  the  forceps, 
since  I  have  had  the  public  good  alone  in  there  nevertheless  sprung  up,  soon  after  their 
view  in  relating  them,  I  have  recorded  the  publication,  both  in  this  country  and  on  the 
unfortunate  as  well  as  the  fortunate  results  continent  of  Europe,  a  singular  want  of  con- 
of  my  practice,  and  have  omitted  nothing  fidenoe  in  the  powers  of  nature,  and  a  mis- 
which  long  experience  has  taught  me  might  chievous  predilection  for  the  employment  of 
in  any  way  contribute  to  the  health  and  instruments  in  die  practice  of  midwifery, 
relief  of  women  in  pregnancy  and  in  child-  The  process  of  labour,  instead  of  being  re- 
bed,  and  to  the  cure  of  the  diseases  to  whidi  garded  as  a  vital  process,  depending  on  ner- 
they  are  at  all  times  exposed."  vous  energy  and  muscular  conteaetion,  came 
Manriceau  has  recorded  the  histories  of  to  be  oonsideMd  -as  a  function  purely  me- 
thirty-seven  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage,  chanieal.  '*Tbe  whole  art  of  midwifery," 
in  which  the  placenta  did  not  present,  but  observes  a  learned  professor,  "  is  founded  on 
had  originally  adhered  to  the  upper  part  of  geometrical  principlea ;  it  is  certain  in  all 
the  uterus,  and  been  afterwards  detached,  its  operations,  like  the  laws  of  motion,  and 
Twenty-one  of  these  cases  occurred  before  might  be  reduced  to  the  following  simple 
1682;  and  in  most  of  them  he  delivered  problem  in  mechanics; — an  extensible  cavity 
artificially  by  turning  the  child,  as  he  had  of  a  certain  capacity  being  given,  to  draw 
done  in  the  sixteen  cases  of  placental  presen-  through  it  a  flexible  body  of  a  given  length 
tation  which  he  has  likewise  recorded,  and  and  breadth,  by  an  opening  dUatable  to  a 
as  Tar6  and  Guillemean  were  accustomed  to  certain  extent.''  **  Parturition  is  a  problem 
do  in  all  cases  of  flooding  in  the  latter  in  mechanics,"  another  exclaims :  '*  a  body 
months  of  pregnancy.  On  the  9th  June,  is  to  be  put  in  motion,  a  moving  power  is 
1682,  he  says,  "  I  delivered  a  young  woman  given,  and  there  is  a  resistance  to  be  over- 
in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  who  had  come.  Whenever  the  relation  in  which  eadi 
uterine  ^emonhage  cauied  by  a  riolent  fhll  of  these  three  points  of  the  problem  stand  to 
upon  the  knees  four  days  before.  During  one  another  is  in  such  a  ratio  that  no  move- 
her  whole  labour  she  had  only  slight  pains  ment  or  motion  can  be  produced,  the  labour 
in  the  abdomen,  which  produced  no  c^eet.  is  at  a  stand.*'  This  application  of  me- 
As  the  hsemorrhage  was  moderate,  and  the  chanieal  piindplea  to  the  practice  of  mid- 
uterus  was  gradually  dilating,  I  committed  wiflery  has  been  greatly  promoted  by  the 
the  labour  to  nature,  contenting  myself  with  writings  of  Solayrn,  Bandelocque,  Gardien, 
rupturing  the  membranes  of  the  child.  Capuron,  and  many  other  continental,  and 
There  is  no  aooonnt  given  of  the  eircum-  some  Bngl&rii  and  American,  authors  during 
stances  which  led  him  to  make  this  impor-  the  last  forty  years.  The  result  of  this  haa 
tant  change  in  the  treatment  of  eases  in  been,  tiiat  in  some  public  institutions  there 
which  the  placenta  did  not  present,  and  to  have  been  300  forceps  cases  in  2,093  labours^ 
adopt  that  improved  method  of  treatment  or  1  in  7;  and  in  odiers  1  in  14,  1  in 
which  was,  at  a  later  period,  so  strongly  16,  and  1  in  31  labours.  From  these  facts 
noommended  by  Pusoa,  and  considered  by  it  seems  not  very  improbable  that  the  time 
him  as  his  own  discovery.  No  fact  of  the  might  actually  arrive  when  no  woman  would 
slightest  importance  has  since  been  dis-  be  allowed  to  be  delivoed  by  the  natural 
covered  respecting  the  causes  and  treatment  efforts ;  which  another  learned  profiMsor  if 


of  uterine  haemorrhage  in  the  latter  months    said  to  have  expressed  a  hope  he  would  live 
of  prq;nancy,  and  to  Manriceau  the  honour    to  see.    Dr.  William  Hunter  had  great  con* 


is  due  of  having  first  pointed  out  the  efficacy  lidenoe  in  the  powers  of  nature,  and  ii 

of  rupturing  the  membranes  where  the  p]»-  cated   in   his  lectures,  with  the  happiest 

oenta  does  not  present.  effect,  the  propriety  of  trusting  much,  in  all 

The  midwifiny  forceps,  which  enables  us  cases,  to  their  unassisted  efforts,  and  of  em- 

to  save  the  Uvea  of  some  children,  which  we  ploying  instniments  only  where  absolutely 

would  otherwise  be  compelled  to  sacrifice,  necessary.    He  thus  powerfully  contributed 

was  invented  by  Chamberlayne  eariy  in  the  to  correct  the  evil  I  have  now  described,  and 

seventeenth  century,  some  years,  probably,  which  had  prevailed  also  to  a  great  extent  in 

before  the  publication  of  Manrioean's  great  England.    The  writings  of  Drs.  Osbom  and 

qrstematic  work  in  1668.    But  no  descrip-  Denman  likewise  assisted,  and  those  of  the 

tion  was  given  of  the  instrument  before  latter  contain  by  hx  the  best  account  we  yet 

1733,  and  no  predae  rules  laid  down  for  its  possess,  not  only  of  the  forceps,  but  of  the 

use.    Chi^man  then  stated  that  it  could  operation  of  tnmmg,  crsniotomy,  and  the 

never  be  employed  with  advantage  till  the  induction  of  premature  labour,  which  waa 

OS  uteri  was  dilated,  and  the  head  had  de-  first  proposed  by  Dr.  Macaulay  in  1756. 

scended  into  the  pdris.    Smellie,  soon  after,  During  the  present  oenturr  many  subjecli 

having,  ascertained  with  greater  precision  rdating  to  the  structure,  and  fiuctions,  and 

the  manner  in  which  the  festal  head  passes  diseases  of  the  uterine  system,  at  the  diffierent 

through  the  pelris,  waa  enabled  to  lay  down  periods  of  life,  which  had  remai&ed  for  ages 
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invokvad  in  the  greatest  obscurity,  have  been  which  is  possessed  of  the  greatest  degree  of 

■ucoessfolly  explored.    Of  these  perhaps  the  contractile  power,  is,  you  see,  quite  destitute 

most  interesting  are  the  researches  which  of  nerves.     In  1823,  Lobsfein  stated  that  the 

have  been  made  into  the  structure  of  the  uterus  both  before  and  after  conception  is 

fanman  ovum  before  impregnation,  and  into  very  sparingly  supplied  with  nerves ;    and 

the  condition  of  the  ovaria  during  menstrua-  in  1829,  Professor  Osiander  declared  that  the 

tion  and  after  conception ;  the  circulation  of  nerves  of  the  human  uterus  had  never  been 

blood  in  the  human  ovum  during  the  early  seen,  either  by  himself  or  by  any  other 

months ;  the  pathology  of  the  ovum  at  the  anatomist,  and  that  he  could  only  assert,  as 

different  periods    of   pregnancy ;   and  the  Galen  had  done,  from  the  irritability  of  the 

causes  of  the  death  of  the  foetus  and  its  ntems,  that  it  did  possess  nerves, 
premature  expulsion  from  the  uterus.  'To        In  the  last  volume  of -the  Philosophical 

these  may  be  added  the  investigations  which  Transactions,  there  is  a  paper  on  the  Ner- 

have  been  made  into  the  structure  of  the  voos  Ganglia  of  the  Uterus,  in  which  it  is 

varioos  tumors  of  the  uterus  which  are  not  stated,  from  dissections  of  the  unimpreg- 

of  a  malignant  nature,  and  those  which  are  nated  uterus,  and  of  the  gravid  uterus  in  the 

cancerous.    The  nature  of  several  puerperal  third,  fourth,    sixth,    seventh,    and  ninth 

diseases  has  likewise  been  determined  by  months  of  pregnancy,  that  there  are  many 

morbid  anatomy  during  this  period,  and  the  large  ganglia  formed  on  the  uterine  nerves, 

diagnosis  of  pregnancy  has  been  greatly  im-  and  on  those  of  the  vagina  and  bladder, 

proved  by  the  employment  of  auscultation.  which  enlarge  with  the  coats,  blood-vessels. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  on  this  oc-  and  absorbents  of  the  uterus  during  preg- 
casion  to  allude  to  some  labours  on  the  nancy,  and  which  return  after  parturition 
nervous  system  of  the  uterus,  which  were  to  their  original  condition  before  conception 
commenced  four  years  since,  and  which  have  takes  place.  In  the  two  engravings  which 
now  been  brought  to  a  successful  termina-  accompanied  the  paper,  are  represented 
tion.  Dr.  W.  Hunter  was  the  first  who  dis-  these  ganglia  and  nerves  of  the  uterus,  va- 
tinctly  traced  the  great  sympathetic  and  gioa,  and  bladder,  in  the  fourth  month  of 
sacnd  nerves  into  the  uterus,  and  suspected  pregnancy*  But  these  constitute  but  a 
that  the  nerves  enlarge  during  pregnancy,  small  portion  of  the  nervous  system  of  the 
As  he  never  examined  the  nerves  of  the  un-  human  uterus ;  and  the  forthcoming  volume 
impregnated  uterus,  and  saw  the  nerves  of  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions  will  oon- 
the  grarid  uterqs  dissected  only  in  one  sub-  tain  a  further  account  of  the  nervous  struc- 
ject,  he  oonld  not  positively  assert  that  they  tures  of  that  organ,  with  the  engraving  I 
incieaaed  after  conception.  "  I  cannot,"  he  now  shew  you.  In  this  plate  have  been  ac- 
observes,  "take  upon  me  to  say  what  change  curately  represented  all  the  great  blood- 
happens  to  the  system  of  uterine  nerves  from  vessels  and  nerves  of  the  gravid  uterus,  on 
otero-gestation,  but  I  suspect  them  to  be  the  left  side,  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  month 
cnJaiged  in  proportion  as  the  vessels."  of  pregnancy.    About  an  inch  above  the 

Mr.  John  Hunter  denied  that  the  nerves  origin  of  the  mesenteric  artery  each  cord  of 
of  the  uterus  ever  enlarged  during  pregnancy  the  great  sympathetic  nerve  sends  numerous 
in  the  smallest  degree.  **  The  uterus  in  the  branches  which  fbrm  a  plexus  around  'the 
time  of  pregnancy,"  he  says,  "  inereases  in  trunk  of  the  artery,  which  accompany  the 
substance  and  stse  probsMy  fifty  times  be-  ramifications  of  the  vessel,  and  particularly 
yond  what  it  naturally  is,  and  yet  we  find  the  hemorrhoidal  artery,  to  the  rectum.  The 
that  the  nerves  of  this  part  are  not  in  the  two  cords  of  the  great  sympathetic,  aSUsr 
smaUest  degree  incraased.  This  shows  that  giving  off  these  nerves,  pass  down  before  the 
tiie  bran  and  nerves  have  nothing  to  do  witli  aorta,  about  two  inches  below  its  bifurca- 
tfaeaedons  of  a  part,  while  the  vessels  which  tion,  where  they  separate,  the  left  passing 
are  evideni  increase  in  proportion  to  the  down  behind  the  hypogastric  blood-vessels 
incressed  sise :  if  the  same  had  taken  ph^e  to  the  side  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and 
with  tiie  nerves,  we  should  have  reasoned  terminating  in  what  has  been  called  the  left 
from  analogy."  Dr.  W.  Hunter  left  no  utero-cervical  or  hypogastric  ganglion.  This 
dissected  preparation  of  the  nerves  of  the  you  see  is  a  very  great  ganglion,  and  covers 
uterus,  nor  did  Mr.  John  Hunter,  to  sup-  a  large  part  of  the  cervix  uteri,  and  gives 
port  their  conflicting  statements ;  and  in  origin  to  the  nerves  of  the  vagina  and  blad- 
1838  there  were  no  1  preparations  of  the  der,  and  many  of  the  rectum.  All  the  blood- 
nerves  of  the  human  unimpregnated  or  gravid  vessels  of  this  ganglion  have  been  injected, 
uterus,  nor  of  the  uterus  of  any  of  the  lower  and  an  artery  passes  up  from  it,  with  a 
animals,  in  this  country.  In  1822,  Tiede-  plexus  of  nerves,  along  the  whole  body  of 
man  published  a  description  of  the  nerves  of  the  uterus  to  the  principal  trunk  of  the 
the  uterus,  with  two  plates,  in  which  only  a  spermatic  vein,  close  to  the  ovarium,  and 
few  small  branches  of  nerves  ftofn  the  great  ^ere  terminates  in  another  ganglion,  nearly 
eympatbetic  weie  represented,  accompanying  equal  in  sise  to  the  utero-cervical  ganglion. 
Che  uterine  arteries  upon  the  sides  of  the  From  this  spermatic  ganglion  the  f^dus 
lower  part  of  the  tttenis.    Thoftindusvfeert  uteri  is  supplied  with  nerves,  and  the  sper- 
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ma6c  nerres  are  saoit  off,  and  wUdk  pats  up  application.    Ton  most  hare  no  depcndeocB 

witli  the  spermatie  aiteiy  and  Teln  to  the  on  your  own  genius.     If  you  hare  great  ta- 

renal  plexus.     Besides  these  ganglia,  there  lents  industry  will  improve  them.      If  you 

are  others  of  great  size  situat^  immediately  have  but  moderate  abilities,   industry  will 

beneath  the  peritoneum,  between  which  and  supply  their  deficiency.     Nothing  is  denied 

the  spermatic  and  hypogastric  ganglia  nu*  to  well  directed  labour ;  nothing  is  to  be 

merous  large  plexuses  of  nenres,  accompa-  obtained  without  it.'' 

nied  with  arteries,  pass.     But  what  you  see 

represented  in  this  engraTing  is  only  the  —--—--— ------~--^--————— — 

fourth  part  of  the  ganglia  and  nerves  of  the  -^  ____ 

gravid  uterus  at  the  foil  period  ;  and  if  it  

were  asserted  that  these  nervous  structures  USE  OF  DIFFERENT  FORMS  OF  THE 

bear  to  the  uterus  nearly  the  same  propor-  SAME  MEDICINE  IN  EQUIVA- 

tion  that  the  optic  nerve  and  retina  do  to  LiENT  DOSES 
the  eye,  it  is  probable  there  would  be  little 

exaggeration  of  the  tratii.      It  is  chiefly  by  — ~- 

the  influence  of  these  nerves  that  the  uterus  7b  Me  Editor  qf  ike  Medical  Gasette, 

performs  the  varied  functions  of  menstrua-  gtn, 

tion,  conception,  and  parturition ;  and  it  is  ijj  a  paper  "  On  the  dubious  efficacy  of 

solely  by  their  means  that  the  whole  fiibric  Digitalis,"  which  you  did  me  the  favour 

ofthe  nervous  system  sympa^ixes  with  the  ^  publish  in   the  Medical  Gazette 

ddferent  morbid  affections  of  the  uterus,  fortune  4,  1841,  I  quoted  the  opinion 

If  tiiese  nerves  of  the  uterus  ocmld  not  be  ^^  ^     BUckall  upon  the  extreme  diffi- 

demonstrated  to  exist;  if.  as  Mr.  Hunter  j     ^      ^       K     .     ^  calculation  of 

asserted,  the  nerves  of  the  uterus  were  not  i^r   '    ,  *^l      J*    JTi:     i  Vu     •   J    • 

enlarged  in  the  smaUest  degree  during  preg-  J^«  J^^^^^^e  ^^I"^  ""^  ^^^  infusion, 

nancy,  and  that  the  brain  and  nervous  sys-  ^^^  tincture,  and  the  powder  of  digi- 

tem  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  actions  of  ***JJ".    ,._,     ,             .     -i  ,     -rx     -r^,     i 

the  uterus,  its  physiology  and  patiiology  This  difficulty,  noticed  by  Dr.  Black- 

would  be  completely  inexpUcable.  all   in  reference  to  digitalis,  is  cxpe- 

In  all  civiUsed  countries  midwifery  is  rienced   in    calculating    the    relative 

taught  in  the  medical  schools,  and  the  pro-  strength  of  the  various  preparations  of 

priety  of  employing  physicians  and  surgeons  other  drugs,  but  I  believe  it  may  be 

in  its  practice  is  generally  acknowledged,  materially  lessened  by  the  use  of  medi- 

No  apology,  therefore,  can  now  be  required,  cines  carefully  |(repared  and  exhibited 

in  behalf  of  a  branch  of  medical  science  so  under  similar  conditions  in  equivalent 

eminentiy  conducive  to  the  best  intereste  of  doses  ;    or  in   such  as   contdn  equal 

sodety,  and  a  knowledge  of  which  is  essen-  quantities  of  active  principle. 

taaUy  necessary  not  only  to  accoucheurs,  ^  Inattention  to  the  degree  of  concen, 

but  to  all  who  are  engaged  in  tiie  practice  ^^^^^^  j^  ^^^^y^  ^^^  ^^^j^^  principles  of 

J!i'rt!^!™'^??ILr^  T  A.11  ««H«.  drugs  exist  under  various  pharmaceu- 

In  this  course  of  lectures  I  shall  endea-  ^              j  ^^  j.       ^       j^^ 

vour  to  communicate  to  you  a  full  account  .*'**'  *"*"*">  **'«-*•*▼«- vei.v    »  »w>  »v  «^«av« 

of  aU  tiiat  is  at  present  known  respecting  ^^  proportioning  theur  respective  doses, 

tiie  structure,  functions,  and  diseases  of  tiie  ««  well  as  to  an  inaccurate  estimation 

uterine  system,  at  the  different  periods  of  of  their  efficacy,  and  the  chief  object  of 

life,  and  prepare  you  for  the  discharge  of  this  communication  is  to  point  out  a 

those  duties  which  wQl  hereafter  devolve  few  incongruities  between*  the  doses  of 

upon  you  as  practitioners  of  midwifery.    It  several     pharmaceutical    preparations 

is  a  grievous  error  to  suppose  that  a  know-  made  according  to  the  directions  of  the 

ledge  of  midwifjery  is  to  be  acquired  more  London  Pharmacopoeia, 

easily  than  a  knowledge  of  any  of  the  other  It  is  not  any  part  of  my  design  to 

branches  of  medicine.     If  you  would  excel  insist  upon  the  necessity  of  giving  large 

"  ^y  *^^'  perhaps  greater,  exertion  wlU  or  small  doses,  nor  to  assert  that  dif- 

be  necessary.     ExceUanoe,  as  Sir  J.  R^-  fgrent  pharmaceutical  preparations  of 

nolds  has  obse^ed  in  k»^«Ah«s  to  tiie  ^^  ^^^  drug  can  be  made  to  corre- 

students  of  tiie  fine  arte  at  tiie  Boyjl  Acju  ^     ^^  ^  chenucal  composition ;  for  this 

^"^:,"f"7^f"^.^r"i^l?^  cSirespondence  must n^essarily be pre- 

"'"'^fi^'^Jf!?'''.  It  argues,  Indeed »  no  ^^^^^y  the  nature  of  the  reagents 

small  strength  of  mmd  to  persevere  m  habite  ^^"fr*,  "^  Jir  :» "»v»*i  c  «»  i*h5  e^c^ciiui 

of  industry%dtiiout  the  pl^ure  of  peiceiv-  aPPl>«d  to  the  drugs;  but  I  bebeve  the 

ing  tiiose  advances;  wWch,  like  the  hands  »^^?nt«  u»ed  »n  making  some  of  the 

of  a  dock,  whilst  they  make  hourly  ap-  officinal    preparations  named    m  the 

proaches  to  their  point,   yet   proceed  so  London  PhanoacopoBia  are  capable  of 

slowly  as  to  escape  observation.    I  need  not,  dissolving  all  tiie  active  principle  of  the 

therefore,  enfbice  the  necessity  of  continual  drugs  to  which  they  are  applied,  and 
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flhat  the  ^residue,  which  is  insoluble  in  tincture  is  the  equivalent  of  f  of  a  grain 
them,  is  inert  Upon  this  belief,  I  con-^  ^^]l*  ^^^  "^^  ^^  ?*  ^*  ^^  ^^^  powder, 
aider  the  strength  of  some  liquid  prepa-  The  ordinary  dose  of  gr.  ss.  of  can- 
rations  may  be  compared  with  tiiat  of  tharis,  on  the  same  calculation,  would 
the  solid  drugs  with  which  they  were  be  the  equivalent  of  ttixl.  and  gr.  ij. 
respectively  made,  and  that  their  active  of  ^ij.  },  or  nearly  5iij.  of  the  tincture 
principles  may  be  administered  in  equi-  of  cantharis,  which  is  a  dose  conside- 
valent  doses  under  the  solid  or  liquid  rably  larger  than  that  directed  to  be 
forms.  But  this  rational  mode  of  pre-  given  in  posological  tables  and  works 
scribing  different  preparations  of  the  on  materia  medica. 
same  drug  is  not  invariably  pursued ;  1  have  prescribed  the  tincture  to  be- 
and  the  absolute  quantity  of  active  prin-  tween  20  and  30  patients  in  St.  Tho- 
ciple  prescribed  under  similar  condi-  mas's  Hospital,  some  of  whom  took  it 
tions  of  disease,  will  be  found  to  difier  in  doses  of  n^xv.,  others  in  doses  of  5ss. 
materially,  without  any  evident  reason  raised  to  5iij. 

for  the  difierence  existing  referrible  to  To  three  patients  the  pulverized  fl^ 

thepatient.  was  given  in  doses  increased  firom  er-J- 

Tne  incongruities  to  which  I  allude  to  {frs.  ijss. ;  and,  to  one  person,  mm 

may  be  observed  between  the  ordinary  gr.  j.  to  gr.  is.,  repeated  thrice  in  24 

doses  named  in  most  posological  tables  hours. 

and  books  on  materia  medica,  and  a  few  But  I  am  unable  to  speak  confidently 

examples    will  suffice  to    render  the  of  the  relative  stren^h  of  these  prepa- 

above  remarks  intelligible.  rations ;  and  as  it  is  not  an  object  of 

Thus,  one  eminent  auth<Nity  states  this  paper  to  advocate  or  deny  the  ab- 

the  ordinary  dose  of  cantharis,  in  pow-  solute  efficacy  of  the  medicines  named 

der,  to  vaiy  between  gr.  ss.  and  sr.  ij. ;  in  it,  I  mav  conclude  these  remarks  on 

and  the  dose  of  the  tincture  of  can-  cantharis,  by  assuring  the  reader  that 

tharis  between  itlx.  and  ttixx.    Now  the  patients  were   questioned  four  or 

assmmng   that    the  spiritus    tenuior,  five  times  weekly  relative  to  the  effects 

which  is  used  in  makmj^  the  tincture  of  the  medicine  they  were  t^n|^,  and 

of  cantharis,  is  capable  of  extracting  all  that  in  no  case  was  any  greater  mcon- 

the  active  principles  of  the  fly,  and  that  venience  experienced  than  a  slight  de- 

the  maximum  and  minimum  doses  of  gree  of  ardor  urinee,  and  in  a  large 

the  two  preparations  named  above  are  majority  of  the  cases  no  inconvenience 

respectively  equivalent  to  one  another,  whatever  resulted  from  its  use. 

the  lai^er  to  the  lai^er,  the  smaller  to  A  very  remarkable  incon^pruity  may 

the  smaller — or  that  gr.  ss.  of  the  pul-  be  observed  between  the  ordinary  doses 

verised  cantharis    contains  the  same  of  the  powder  and  tincture  of  cubebs* 

4]ttantity  of  active  principle  as  itix.  of  The  orainary  dose  of  the  powder  is  , 

me  tincture,  and  tnat  ers.  ij.  contain  stated  in  posolojg;ical  tables  and  works 

as  much  as  titxx. — then  tne  practitioner,  on  materia  medica  to  be  5J. ;  that  of 

who,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  I  will  the  tincture  f3j. 

suppose,  has  produced  certain  effects  on  But  the  equivalent  of   3j*  of  the 

his  patient  with  the  powder  adminis-  powder  is  Qj.,  or  eight  times  as  much 

tered  in  doses  of  gr.  ss.  will  reasonablv  as  the  ordinaiy  dose  of  the  tincture ; 

expeet  to  produce  similar  eflSects  with  and  the  equivalent  of  the  ordinary  dose 

the  tincture  given  in  doses  of  ntx.  un-  of  the  tincture,  or  f^.,  is  one-eighth  of 

der  similar  conditions ;  but  in  this  ex-  60,  or  gr.  viiss.  of  cubebs,  a  quantity 

pectation  he  will  be  disappointed,  and  much  less  than  that  which  is  usually 

if  he  odculates  the  dcj^ee  of  concentra-  prescribed  in  one  dose, 

tion  of  the  active  prmciple  in  the  offi-  The  ordinary  dose  of  the  dried  squill- 

einal  tincture  firom  the  quantity  of  ma-  bulb  given  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 

terisJs  directed  to  be  employed  in  the  expectoration  is  gr.  j.,  and  that  of  the 

London  Pharmacopoeia,  he  will  per-  T.  AcetumScilleeis  f3s8. 

ceive  these  doses  do  not  contain  equal  But  fjss.  of  the  Uquid  preparation 

quantities  of  active  principle  j  for,  ftL  contains   the   soluble   parts   of  very 

of  the  tincture,  or  n\lx,,  contain  the  nearly  gr.  iiiss.  of  the  dned  solid;  and 

soluble  parts  of  I  of  a  grain  of  cantha-  much  more  than  is  usually  administered 

ris ;  and,  consequently,  n^x.  or  ^  of  tt|,lx.  as  an  expectorant, 

contain  4  of  i,  or  ^  of  a  grain  of  can*  The  acrid  nature  of  squill  is  well 

thaiis :  hence,  a  dose  of  ifix.  of  the  known,  and  the  practitioner  who  di- 
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rects  the  use  of  the  Acetum  Scills  in  order  to  compare  the  relative  stren^h 

doses  of  f^ss.,  repeated  thrice  or  four  ofthese  preparations,  the  doses  in  which 

times  in  24  hours,  with  the  view  of  they  are  given  should  contain  equal 

affecting  the  pulmonary  organs,  will  Quantities  of  active  principle :  hut  if 

in  ail  probability  irritate  the  ^mentary  the  degree  of  concentration  in  which 

canal,  and  unnecessarily  excite  vomit-  the  active  principle  of  the  leaves  of 

ing  and  purging.  digitalis  exists  in  the  tincture  and  in- 

The  equivalent  of  the  ordinary  dose  fusion  be  calculated  from   their  for- 

of  gr.  j.  of  the  powder,  under  the  form  mulee  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  Londinen- 

of  tne  Acetum  Scillce.,  is  only  m  viiiss.,  sis,  these    doses   will  not    be    found 

and  is  much  less  than  that  usually  pre-  arithmetical  equivalents  of  one  another, 

scribed  for  an  adult.  Thus  f^.  of  the  officinal  infusion  of 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  instructive  to  the   Pharmacopoeia    Londinensis    for 

notice  the  ordinaiy  doses  of  the  officinal  1836,  contains  the  soluble  parts  of  very 

preparations  of  the  Hyoscyami  Folia,  nearly  gr.  iij.  of  the  leaves ;  and  f5j. 

of  which  the  extract  and  tincture  are  of  the  tincture  contains  the  soluble 

very  frequently  administered,  and  occa-  parts  of  gr.  vj.  of  the  leaves;    con- 

sionally,  also,  the  dried  leaves  them-  sequently,  gr.  ss.  is  the  arithmetical 

8#lves :  the  ordinary  dose  of  the  latter  equivalent  of  less  than  f^ss.  of  the 

preparation  is  gr.  v.;  of  the  extract  infusion,  or  f^}  exactly,  instead  of 

gr.  y. ;   and  of  the  tincture  ntxv.,  or  f3iiij. ;   and  oi  it|,v.  of  the  tincture, 

tttxx.  instead  of  lllx. 

Now  on  referring  to  the  formula  in  the  From  this  calculation  the  ordinary 

Pharmacopoeia  Londinensis  for  making  dose  of  the  infusion  is  very  nearly  three 

the  officinal  tincture  of  hyoscyamus,  times  stronger  than  the  ordim^  dose 

tS).  of  it  may  be  calcolated  to  contain  the  of  the  powder ;  and  probably,  owing  to 

soluble  parts  of  gr.  viiss.  of  the  dried  this  difference  being  overlooked,  the 

leaves ;  and  gr.  v.  of  the  same  leaves  are  infusion  of  digitalis  enjoys  the  reputa- 

the  equivalents  of  ntxl.,  or  twice  the  tion  of  beins  the  most  active  prepara- 

quantity  of  this    tincture^  which  is  tion  of  this  plant ;  and  the  patient  who 

usually  administered  as  an  ordinary  swallows  three  times  as  much  of  its 

dose.    A  concentration  of  the  active  active  principle  in  the  liauid  form  as 

principles  of  vegetable  substances  is  exists  in  its  solid  form,  will  be  propor- 

effected   by  the  process   of  making  tionably  sooner  affected  by  it. 

extracts;  consequently,  gr.  ▼.  of  the  Some   recent   observations   of  the 

extract  of  hyoscyamus  should  contain  effects  produced  by  the  powder  and 

more  active  principle  than  gr.  v.  of  tincture  of  digitalis,  made  with  leaves 

the  dried  leaves.  of  the  same  quality,  upon  my  patients 

The  effects  of  gr.  v.  of  the  extract,  in  St  Thomas's   Hospital,  although 

so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  observe  limited  in  point  of  number,  tend  to 

them  on  hospital  patients,  are  slight  show  that  these  preparations,  if  given 

and  equivocal;  the  effects  of  a  smaller  in  equivalent  Quantities,  will  affect  the 

dose  may  be  expected  to  be  stUl  less  system  in  nearly  the  same  period, 

manifest;  consequently,  gr.  iiss.  of  the  The  results  of   these  observations, 

dried  leaves,  in  which  inert  compounds  however,  should  only  be  considered  as 

are    associated   with    extractive    and  approximations  to  the  truth,  and  as 

active  principles,  must  be  more  than  such  are  exhibited  in  the  two  following 

half  as  weak  as  gr.  v.  of  the  extract;  tabular  forms ;  the  first  of  which  ex- 

but  gr.  iiss.  of  the  dried  leaves  are  the  hibits  the  results  obtained  with  the 

equivalentsofTlXxx.  of  the  tincture,  and  tincture;  the  second  with  the  powder 

are    therefore    probably  less  efficient  of  di^talis.    The  use  of  the  medicine 

than  gr.  iiss.  of  the  extract.  was,  m  every  case,  considered  to  be 

Similar  incongruities  may  be  observed  indicated  by  the  symptoms;  the  doses 

between  the  ordinary  doses  in  which  were  repeated   in   most   cases    every 

the  preparations  of  the  Digitalis  Folia  eight  hours,  and  their  efibcts  noticed 

are  often  prescribed.    There  are  autho-  on  three  or  four  days  in  each  week, 

rities  for  prescribing  the  pul vis  digitalis  The  cases  were  too  few  to  require  a 

in  doses  of  gr.  ss. ;  the  infusion  of  its  distinction  to  be  made  between  the 

leaves,  in  doses  of  f^s. ;    and  their  sexes,  and  all  the  patients,  excepting 

tincture,  in  doses  of  TiXx.     Now  in  one  female,  were  above  ISO  years  of  age. 
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Names. 


1  Thornton 

2  Oosley 

3  Croker 

4  HiU 

5  Townaend 

6  Thurrorback 

7  Deane 

8  Griffiths 

9  Rnnconi 

10  Hayward 

11  Simma 

12  Cnahum 

13  DonoTan 

14  Cawnor 

15  Wallington 

16  Arden. 


QoantltT  of  Tincture  of 
Digitalis  taken  before 
any  tenaible  effects  were 
produced. 


f.3TiiM. 
3iij.  i 

3v.§ 
3ix. 

3ii88. 

3v.  i 
3vu* 


Time  before  effects 
were  observed. 


10  daya 

5 

7 

7 
11 

9 

7 
12 

4 

4 

6     • 

6 
10 

7 

5 

7 


Doses. 


n\xy.  t.  d. 

nixxx.  t.  d. 

ItlZY.  t.  d. 

Itlxy.  t.  d. 

ItlxT.  tottlxx.  t.  &6tiB. 

Itixv.  t.  &  6tis. 

ItlXT.  t.  d. 

nixy.  t.  d.  &  Gtis. 
n^XT.  t.  d. 
It^xx.  t.  d.  &  6tU. 
ir^xx.  t.  d. 
ItlxY.  t.  d. 
tllXT.  t.  d. 
ITlxy.  t.  d. 
nixy.  t.  d. 
Wixij.  to  li^xv.  t.  d. 


SECOND  TABLE. 

Quantity  of  the   Pnlvis 

Digitalis  taken  before 

Time  before  effects 

Names. 

any  sensible  effects  were 

were  produced. 

Doses. 

produced. 

1  Beaumont 

gr.jaj. 

6  days 

gr.  BS.  to  gr.  iss.  t.  d. 

2  Cockland- 

gr.  xij. 

6 

gr.ss.  to  gr.j.  t.  d. 

3  Crawley 

fP^'  ^^- ... 

16 

gr.  88.  to  gr.ij.  t.  d. 

4  Harris 

gr.  Ixxuj. 

18 

gr.  88.  to  gr.  iiss.  t.  d. 

5  Daris 

gr.  XXV. 

12 

gr.  88.  to  gr.  iss.  t.  d. 

6  Galloway 

gr.  xxiij. 

10 

gr.ss.  to  gr.j.  t.d. 

7  Emery 

gr.  xiy. 

11 

gr.ij.  to  gr*iij>  t.d. 

The  total  quantity  of  the  tincture 
swallowed  by  sixteen  patients,  in  117 
days,  amounted  to  nearly  fslxKij.; 
consequently  the  average  quantity 
taken  by  each  patient  was  I3v.  | ;  and 
the  average  time  reouired  to  affect  the 
system  ofeach  was  7i  days. 

From  the  numbers  in  the  second  table, 
it  appears  that  the  average  quantity  of 
pulverised  digitalis  swallowed  by  each 
of  the  seven  patients  was  gr.  xxxiv.; 
and  the  average  time  lif  days. 

Now  it  is  satisfiictory  to  observe, 
with  reference  to  the  relative  strength 
of  these  two  preparations,  that  f3v.  {- 
of  the  tincture  contain,  very  nearly,  the 
soluble  parts  of  gr.  xxx.  of  the  powder ; 
a  quantity  which  differs  in  a  very  trifling 
degree  from  the  average  quantity  of 
tiie  pulverilzed  leaves.  Bat  whether 
this  near  approximation  of  the  two 
irambers  was  the  result  of  accident, 
and  not  of  an  equality  of  stren^h 
between  the  two  preparations,  remains 


to  be  determined  by  more  numerous 
observations.  I  am,  however,  inclined 
to  believe  it  is  not  very  far  from  the 
truth ;  and  that  these  quantities  of  the 
two  preparations  might  have  been 
made  to  affect  the  system  of  the  same 
patient  in  the  same  period  of  time,  had 
the  first  doses  in  wmch  the  pulverized 
leaves  were  given  been  invanably  equi- 
valent to  those  of  the  tincture;  but,  for 
reasons  which  it  is  unnecessary  to 
specify,  they  were  always,  excepting 
in  one  case,  less  than  the  first  doses  of 
the  tincture,  as  appears  in  the  third 
column  of  the  two  tables.  Moreover, 
the  dose  of  the  tincture  was  repeated, 
in  several  cases,  more  firequently  in  the 
twenty.four  hours  than  that  of  the 
powder. 

A  less  proportional  quantity,  there- 
fore, of  the  powdered  leaves  was  swal- 
lowed by  seven  patients,  than  of  the 
tincture  by  sixteen  patients,  in  the 
same  period;    and  to  this  difference 
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chiefly  may  be  attributed,  I  think,  the 
greater  average  time  which  was  re- 
quired  to  affect  the  system  of  the  seven 
patients,  as  represented  in  the  second 
table. 

The  idiosyncrasy  of  the  patients,  and 
the  nature  of  their  diseases,  amonsr 
other  circumstances,  may  have  tended 
to  delay  the  manifestation  of  the  effects 
of  the  medicine  in  some  cases,  and  to 
expedite  it  in  others ;  but  these  circum- 
stances would  have  equally  influenced 
the  action  of  the  tincture  as  well  as 
that  of  the  powder,  and  may  be  con- 
sidered of  no  consequence  in  comparing 
the  average  results  ahove  noticed. 

The  preparations  administered  to  the 
twenty-three  patients  were  made  with 
the  mature  leaves;  but  to  five  other 
patients  a  tincture  of  digitalis  was 
administered  which  had  been  made  of 


the  immature  leaves,  and  its  effects  were 
carefully  noticed. ' 

It  was  administered  in  doses  of  f^ss. 
every  eight  hours,  and,  in  two  cases, 
augmented  to  f^.,  continued,  on  an 
average,  seven  days,  until  each  patient, 
on  an  average,  had  drank  f^iiss.  of  the 
tincture,  before  any  unequivocal  signs 
of  the  system  being  under  its  influence 
could  be  observed.  The  average  quan- 
tity deduced  from  these  cases  was  much 
greater  than  that  from  the  sixteen  cases 
noticed  in  the  first  table;  and  the  results 
tend  to  prove  that  the  use  of  t}ie  tinc- 
ture of  digitalis,  made  with  the  imma- 
ture leaves,  in  ordinary  doses,  will  lead 
to  inert  practice. 

The  columns  of  the  subjoined  table 
exhibit,  at  one  view,  the  discrepancies 
to  which  I  have  alluded  above,  as 
sources  of  the  variable  results  obtained 


Drugs. 

Ordinary  dose, 
of  powder. 

Dose  of  Tincture. 

Dose  of  Inftision. 

Ordinary. 

Bqidvalent. 

Ordinary. 

Equivalent. 

Cantharia 
Cubeba 
Digitalis 
Hyoscyamus 

Scilla 

gr.  ss. 
gr.  Ix. 
gr.  88. 

gr.  V. 

gr.j. 

ftix. 

f3j. 

nix. 
nixx. 

nixi. 

niv. 
iflxl. 

l^iv. 

Acetum, 

fs«- 

It^viiiss. 

by  the  use  of  different  preparations  of 
the  same  drug  in  ordinary  doses,  and 
which,  I  helieve,  might  be  partly  ob- 
viated by  substituting  equivalent  doses. 
Many  other  examples  might  be 
cited;  but  enough  has  been  said  to 
explain  the  object  of  this  paper;  and 
should  you  think  my  remarks  possess 


any  general  interest,  you  will  oblige 

me  by  pubUshing  them  in  your  journal. 

I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Hbnrt  Burton,  M.D. 
Physician  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

41,  Jermyn  Street, 
August  29tb,lS4a. 


ON  THE 

TREATMENT  OF  SYPHILIS  BY 

TARTARIZBD  ANTIMONY. 

Bt  Alfred  Smxk,  F.R.S. 

Surgeon  to  the  General  Dispensary,  Aldengate 
Street ;  to  the  Bank  of  Bngland,  &c. 

{For  the  Medieai  Goxette.) 

Of  all  the  diseases  to  which  the  human 
frame  is  liable,  there  is  none  wrapped 
in  greater  mystery,  either  in  the  cause 
of  its  production,  the  varieties  it 
assumes,  the  rationale  of  its  treatment, 
the  duration  of  its  effects,  the  injury  it 


inflicts,  or  the  power  which  it  possesses 
of  being  transmitted  from  generation 
to  generation,  than  syphilis.  It  is  by 
no  means  my  present  mtention  even  to 
attempt  to  unravel  these  various  mys- 
teries, seeing  how  the^-  have  perplexed 
the  brightest  stars  which  have  aoomed 
our  profession.  Nevertheless,  at  the 
present  time,  I  beg  to  be  allowed  to 
call  the  attention  of  all  interested  in 
the  treatment  of  this  horrible  malady 
to  a  few  prefatory  remarks  on  a  simple 
line  of  treatment,  whereby  its  duration 
mav  fre<^uently  be  rapidly  cut  short, 
and  its  injurious  poison  shaken  from 
the  system. 
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The  employment  of  tartamed  anti-  gen.  Nitric  acid,  nitrate  of  silver, 
mony  fot  the  cure  of  syphilis,  in  the  oxide  of  mercurv,  chloride  of  soda,  and 
peculiar  way  in  which  I  now  recom>  a  variety  of  similar  applications,  seem, 
mend  it,  occurred  to  my  mind  from  in  some  degree,  to  act  in  this  manner, 
noticing  the  effects  of  that  potent  and  some  of  these  have  their  action 
remedy  in  removing  various  other  dis-  muchimprovedhy  the  addition  of  caustic 
eases.  The  effect  of  tartarized  i^nd-  alkali^  Of  these  preparations  the  chlo- 
mony  upon  the  system  is  rapid,  and  is  ride  of  soda,  except  under  particular 
very  different  when  administered  in  circumstances,  is  much  to  be  preferred, 
different  ways,  if  given  in  large  doses  for  whilst  it  seems  most  thoroughly  to 
it  produces  gre&t  effect  upon  the  sto-  decompose  and  combine  with  the  mor- 
mach,  irritating  that  organ,  exciting  bid  secretions,  it  has  apparently  no  influ- 
it  to  vomiting,  and,  from  its  action  ence  on  the  vascular,  or  more  vital 
thereon,  reacting  upon  the  brain  and  part  of  the  body,  and  therefore  its 
nervous  system.  This  mode  of  ad-  application  is  almost  unattended  with 
ministration  is  very  well  where  we  pain.  It  is  possible  that  there  are  dis- 
desire  to  cause  syncojje  for  the  purpose  charges  which  might  be  destroyed  by 
of  reducinj^  a  dislocation,  but  this  kind  substances  which  have  an  affinity  for 
of  action  is  precisely  the  one  which  we  oxygen,  in  which  cases  proto-sulphate 
have  to  avoid  when  the  remedy  is  of  iron,  certain  vegetable  preparations, 
given  for  the  cure  of  syphilis.  In  this  as  gum,  sugar,  Src.  would  be  well 
latter  case,  we  give  very  small  doses  adapted.  Perhaps  it  is  in  these  cases 
frequently  repeated,  so  as  to  charge  that  certain  balsams,  as  of  Peru,  cleanse 
the  system  with  the  remedy,  which  a  sore  after  every  other  local  applica- 
then  appears  to  irritate  the  capillary  tion  has  fkiled :  but  we  must  recollect 
system  and  incite  it  to  action  :  the  that  this  hint,  though  worthy  of  con- 
whole  excretory  apparatus  of  the  entire  sideration,  is  merely  at  present  an 
body  being  then  irritated  in  the  same  hypothesis. 

way  as  the  stomach  in  the  former  case,  AH  local  applications,  however,  can- 

stnves  to  th^w  off  the  new  agent,  and  not  be  comprised  in  those  that  act  upon 

with  it  practically  we  have  reason  to  be-  puriform  aischarge  in  that  manner : 

lieve  that  the  syphilitic  poison  is  ejected,  there  are  some  that  seem  to  dissolve  it, 

With  regard  to  local  applications  as  chloride  of  zinc ;  there  are  others 
best  adapted  for  svphilitic  patients,  we  which  arrest  aqueous  discharges,  as 
should  be  careful  always  to  employ  acetate  of  lead;  others  which  resist 
such  as  can  thoroughly  decompose,  and  the  action  of  the  discharge  on  sur- 
combine  with,  the  puriform  discharge ;  rounding  tissues,  as  lard,  spermaceti, 
for  if  we  consider  that  every  part  of  Sec.  Besides  all  these,  there  are  others 
the  body,  solids  as  well  as  fluids,  is  of  stimulating  or  cooling  nature,  which, 
endowed  with  vitality,  and  all  particles  however,  are  seldom  required  for  sy- 
grow  by  like  matters  bein^  attracted  to  philis ;  unless  indeed  it  be  complicated 
like  matters,  it  must  be  highly  desirable  with  inflammation  and  its  conse- 
to  destroy  the  means  by  which  such  an  quences,  into  the  treatment  of  which  it 
increase  might  take  place.  If,  however,  is  not  my  present  business  to  inquire, 
we  deny  the  hypotnesis,  it  would  be  1  have  already  communicated  all  that 
wise  to  act  practically  on  the  possi-  is  really  worth  knowing  about  this 
bility,  especially  when  universal  ex-  mode  of  treatment,  yet  varieties  of  the 
perience  shows  that  the  surface  of  every  disease,  either  in  degree  or  duration, 
sore  cannot  be  too  free  from  puriform  differences  of  age  and  sex  of  the  pa- 
secretions.  In  no  case  is  this  fact  tients,  their  habits  of  life  or  idiosyn- 
better  seen  than  if  we  compare  the  crasy,  have  yet  to  be  considered ;  but 
rapid  progress  which  syphilis  usually  perhaps  all  these  circumstances  will 
makes  in  the  lower  orders,  who,  by  require  years  for  their  full  develope- 
paying  no  attention  to  cleanliness,  let  ment. 

the  pus  accumulate,  with  the  progress  As  a  general   rule,   most  patients 

of  the  disease  in  those  in  better  circum-  labouring  under  syphilis,  except,  in- 

stances^who  are  exceedingly  particular  deed,  it  be  a  sloughing   phagedena, 

in  this  respect.    Puriform  aischarges  violet    inflammation,    or    some    such 

seem  to  be  oest  removed  by  such  sub-  analogous  case,  no  matter  what  form 

-stances  virhich  either  have  much  affinity  or  duration,  primary  or  secondary,  pro- 

for,  or  are  easily  decomposed  by,  hydro-  vided  the  party  be  otherwise  robust,  or 
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at  any  rate,  not  in  very  ill  health,  will  most  superficial  sore  is  perhaps  tobe  con* 
be  benefit^  by  the  antimonial  treat-  sidered  as  a  slight  inauration,  and  the 
ment  The  medical  man  begins,  if  dense  cartilaginous  hardness  which  oc- 
necessary,  by^  ordering  an  aperient  of  casionallypresents  itself  is  nothing  but 
colocynth,  jalap,  black  draught,  or  the  same  thing  differing  in  degree  rather 
similar  purgative,  and  then  directs  the  than  in  kind ;  and  we  have  tne  autho- 
patient  to  take  jfrom  20  to  60.  drops  rity  of  some  most  eminent  surgeons,  in 
(30medium)of  antimonial  wine,  or  the  confirmation  of  universal  experience, 
solution  of  antimony,  every  two  or  that  either  produce  indifiSerently  se- 
three  hours  regularly,  and  in  every  case  eondary  symptoms.  The  rapidity  with 
where  pus  or  a  puriform  discharge  which  the  cure  is  effected  in  these 
exists,  use  at  the  same  time  a  lotion  of  cases  is  proportionate  to  the  degree  of 
chloride  of  soda,  the  strength  of  which  hardness.  If  the  induration  is  mode- 
should  be  regulated  to  the  sensitiveness  rate,  the  sore  may  heal,  but  the  indura- 
and  delicacy  of  the  part  of  the  body  tion  will  remain ;  in  which  case  the 
afiected.  person  is  by  no  means  to  be  considered 
This  treatment  I  have  seen  to  be  as  cured,  for  the  antimony  must  be 
efficacious  in  arresting  the  progress  of  continued  not  only  till  the  sore  is 
the  disease  at  the  very  commencement,  cured  but  till  the  induration  is  removed, 
when  nothing  appeared  but  four  or  If  the  induration  is  very  intense  and 
five  little  red  spots,  which  produce  h&rd,  the  sore,  although  healthy,  will 
consequences,  when  left  to  their  own  not  heal  till  that  is  absorbed.  In  all 
course,  that  every  sur^on  well  knows,  these  cases  the  antimony  should  be 
In  these  cases  the  antimony  should  be  given  very  freouently  at  the  commence- 
used  for  Uiree  or  four  days,  or  even  a  ment,  ana  witn  the  utmost  regularitv ; 
week,  till  all  redness  and  lividity  are  for  the  remedy  always  produces  tne 
quite  removed.  greatest  effect  on  its  first  administra- 
In  simple  sores,  either  of  the  prepuce  tion,  and  seems  rather  to  lose  its  power 
or  glsms,  the  treatment  is  extremely  after  many  days,  for  which  reason 
efficacious,  and  here  had  better  be  con-  it  should  be  gradually  increased  in 
joined  with  a  solution  of  chloride  of  quantity. 

soda,  containing  about  an  ounce  of  the  Phagedenic  sores  generally  occur  in 

latter  to  a  pint  of  water,  which  should  poor  weakly  constitutions,  and  require 

be  applied  two  or  three  times  the  first  pecuhar   treatment  on  that  account, 

day.    In  many  cases,  in  twenty-four  The  employment  of  antimony  in  these 

hoursthecharacterof  the  sore  becomes  cases  acts  decidedly  as  a  mild  tonic; 

changed ;    the   surface  is   no  lonc^r  but  still,  as  its  excreting  effects  seem 

covered  with  white  pus,  a  healing  edge  to  exceed  its  tonic  powers,  we  find  it 

begins  to  show  itself,  and  the  sores,  advisable  in  these  cases  to  conjoin  the 

pernap    three,    four,    or   more,   are  use  of  the  remedy  with  that  of  other 

speedily  healed.    As  soon  as  the  cha-  more  potent  tonics.     If,  indeed,  the 

racter  of  the  sore  is  changed,  the  part  skin  is  cold  and  clammy,  we  should 

had  better  only  be   dabbed  once  or  use  such  remedies  as  experience  has 

twice  a  day  with  the  lotion,  and  at  taught  us  determine  the  olood  to  the 

other    times    simply  covered  with    a  surface,  for  a  few  days   previous    to 

piece  of  dry  lint ;  for  we  may  be  sure  the  employment  of  the  antimony.    A 

that  here,  as  in  all  other  cases,  too  grain  of  sulphate  of  quinine  may  be 

much  disturbance  of  a  healing  part  given  twice  or  thrice  a  day.    A  grain 

only  interferes  with  the  natural  healing  of  proto-sulphate  of  iron,  or  a  grain  of 

process.     Superficial   sores  will  fre-  sulphate  of  zinc,  may  be  used  wi^ 

quently,  although  of  three  weeks'  or  a  great  advantage  for  the  same  purpose ; 

month's  standing,  be  healed  in  four  or  and  the  antimonial  drops  exhibited  as 

five  days ;  but  it  is  prudent  to  continue  before.    If  the  patient  is  but  slijghtly 

the  antimony  till  not  only  the  surface  feeble  we  may  begin  at  once  with  the 

of  the  skin  is  not  in  the  slightest  de-  following  mixture: — 

gree   raised,  but  even    till   the   part  $>  Zinei  Sulj^tis,  gr.  v. ;  Aqun  Diit. 

afifected  assumes  its  natural  colour.  pB. ;  Vin.  Ant.  Pot.  Tart.,  ^si . ;  qulqne 

^  The  treatment  of  indurated  sores  is  ^f^  vd.  3j.  pro.  dose  2da  tel  tertia 

similar  in  all  respects  to  that  of  super-  kora  tmnenda. 

ficial  sores,  and  indeed   that   slight  Proto-sulphate  of  iron  may  be  sub- 

puffiness  always  to  be  seen  round  the  stituted  for  the  zinc  with  similar  sue- 
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cess.  If  the  patient  is  restless  or  the  cases  in  which  antimony  has  pro- 
fileeplesSyOr  the  nerroos  system  much  duced  such  good  results;  and  if  we 
ai^cted,  the  addition  of  about  twenty  compare  this  remedy  with  mercury  we 
or  thir^  minims  of  syrup  of  poppies,  shall  perceive  that  it  is  entitled  to  the 
or  a  few  drops  of  laudanum  to  each  preference,  in  all  cases  in  which  it  is  ap- 
dose,  is  of  much  service.  A  little  plicable,  and  this  for  several  reasons.  In 
Dover's  powder  may  be  given  at  bed-  the  first  place,  mercury  talces  two,  three, 
time.  Whenever  iron  is  employed  it  four,  or  more,  days  before  its  general 
appears  to  be  essential  that  the  metal  excretorjr  effects  manifest  themselves; 
snould  be  in  the  state  of  the  protoxyd;  and  previous  to  that  time  a  marked  and 
for  probably  the  persalts  have  but  very  powerful  stimulating  effect  is  produced, 
little  action  on  the  system,  and  even  The  period  of  its  excitement  might  be 
that  little  action  may  be  dependent  justly  called  the  exciting  period.  This 
upon  a  portion  of  the  salt  giving  up  excitement,  or  stimulating  property,  in- 
one  equivalent  of  oxygen,  liie  nature  creases  from  the  commencement  of  the 
of  the  salt  of  iron,  provided  it  be  a  administration  of  the  mercury  till  the 
proto-salt,  does  not  seem  to  influence  period  of  salivation,  just  before  which 
the  result  it  is  at  its  maximum.    The  exciting 

In  all  cases  where  the  patient  is  period  is  always  shorter,  but  more  vio- 

feeble,  he  should  be  desired,  imme-  lent,  in  direct  proportion  to  the  amount 

diately  he  leaves  his  bed  in  the  mom-  of  mercury ;  and  if  veiy  small  doses  be 

ing,  to  rub  his  entire  body  with  a  coarse  ^ven  the  period  is  probably  prolonged 

towel  till  the  skin  is  red,  which  will  m  length,  out  diminished  in  violence; 

further  help  to  promote  a  proper  flow  and  sometimes,  in  these  cases,  it  is 

of  blood  to  that  important  organ.  barely  distinguishable.    If  two  grains 

Buboes  give  way  to  antimony  perhaps  of  calomel,  and  a  third  of  a  grain  of 
more  rapidly  than  they  do  to  mercury,  opium,  be  given  every  six  or  eight 
and  a  more  favourable  profi;nosis  mav  hours,  the  e&ct  is  at  its  maximum  on 
be  given  if  this  treatment  oe  adopted,  the  second  or  third  day,  whilst  its  ex- 
It  would,  however,  be  vain  to  attempt  cretory  and  absorbent  properties  beein 
the  removal  of  an  inflamed  bubo  con-  to  manifest  themselves  on  the  thira  or 
tainine  a  large  quantity  of  pus,  by  any  fourth  day.  According  to  this  view  of 
geneim  means.  the  case,  mercury  given  in  lai^e  doses 

Various  eruptions  of  the  skin,  the  does  harm  to  the  patient  on  its  first 

aeouels  of  syphilis,  as  a  general  rule,  administration,    gradually    increasing 

jrieid  favourably  and  rapidly  to  anti-  the   symptoms   until  it   reaches   the 

monv.  maximum  excitement,  when  the  same 

IJlceFations  of  the  pharynx,  uvula,  remedy  alters  its  effects,  and  causes 

and  roof  of  the  mouth,  yield  rapidly  to  absorption  and  excretion.    This  fact  is 

tlds  line  of  treatment.    It  is  a  good  plan  invariably  seen,  either  in  iritis,  inflam- 

to  use  a  eargle  containing  from  3j.  to  mation  of   the  lunffs,  or  peritonitis, 

aa^.ofcIuoridesodatothepintofwater,  when   treated   by  tais  remedy;    and 

as  that  much  facilitates  the  favourable  hence  arises  the  frequent  necessity  for 

termination  of  the  disease.  The  ulcera-  bleeding  before  the  administration  of 

tion,  in  these  cases,  rapidly  loses  its  the  remedy,  and  the  frequent  apparent, 

white  layer  of  pus,  frequently  mistaken  and  even  real,  necessity  for  its  repeti- 

for  lymph  or  su}ugh8;  and  as  soon  as  a  tion,  either  general  or  local,  at  the 

perfectly  healthy  surface  is  established  maximum  excitement.    In  practice  we 

the  ulcer  heals  as  rapicUy  as  a  common  should  endeavour,  as  far  as  circum- 

sore.  stances  will  permit,  to  cheat  the  remedy 

Ulcerations  of  the  comers  of  the  of  this  baneful  effect  by  introducing  it 

mouth   and   tongue,    and  a  peculiar  very  gently  and  carefully  into  the  sys- 

growth  of  the  papills  of  that  organ,  tem;   and  we  find  that  nearly  evexj 

yield  rapidly  to  this  line  of  treatment,  esse  will  yield  to  such  a  gradual  aa- 

Syphnitic  affections  of  the  testicle,  ministration  of  the  remedy.    In  some 

rhagides  dj^torum,  &c.  yield  rapidly  to  degree  the  excitement  is  governed  by 

this  plan.  the  nature  of  the  mercurialcompounds, 

Ofthe  value  of  antimony  in  syphilitic  the  oxides  appearing  to  act  more  gently, 

iritis  and  nodes  I  do  not  happen  to  and  with  less  stimulation,  than  the 

have  had  any  experience.  chlorides,  &c.    Whether  the  remedy  is 

Such  is  a  rouga  and  brief  sketch  of  taken  in  by  the  stomach,  the  skin,  or 
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by  fumigation y  it  does  not  seem  mnch  pil.  panis  systems  of  some  modern  suN 
to  matter ;  by  the  former  mode,  how-  geons,  is  most  remarkable.  I  once  had 
ever,  the  effects,  of  the  remedy  are  &r  tne  opportunity  of  observing  the  hitter 
more  easily  controlled ;  for  the  absorp-  practice  upon  a  great  variety  of  cases ; 
tion  of  the  remedy  by  the  latter  is  un-  and  the  duration  of  the  disease  appeared 
certain  in  amount.  Sometimes  the  to  be,  as  far  as  could  be  judgea,  more 
combination  of  small  quantities  of  an-  than  treble,  quadruple,  or  even  a  much 
timony  with  the  mercury  lessens  the  higher  multiple  of^the  time  required 
degree  of  excitement.  The  evidences  when  moderate  dof  es  of  mercury  were 
of  the  exciting  period  being  at  hand  administered.  When,  moreover,  we 
fU'e,  additional  pain,  heat  and  redness  consider  that  the  antimonial,  as  a 
in  the  inflamea  part,  but  more  espe-  whole,  may  be  considered  more  fa- 
cially by  a  large  increase  to  the  depo-  vourable  tlum  the  niercurial  treatment, 
sition  of  lymph,  and  a  considerable  the  difference  between  bread  (t.  e.  doing 
additional  impairment  of  the  function  nothing)  and  antimony  is  remarkable, 
of  the  organ.  Moreover,  the  system  is  The  use  of  tartarized  antimony  is 
much  disturbed,  the  patient  is  restless,  even  more  conspicuously  shown  in  the 
sleepless,  feverish,  and  generally  in  a  middle  than  in  the  lower  classes  of 
roost  uncomfortable  state.  As  the  in-  societ^r ;  for  in  the  former  cases  the 
tensity  of  salivation  and  absorption  are  excreting  apparatus  is  far  more  easily 
directly  proportionate  to  the  intensity  set  in  action,  from  which  cause  rather 
of  excitement  and  stimulation,  it  would  smaller  doses  may  be  administered : 
be  unwise,  when  we  thoroughly  under-  and  it  is  a  fact  well  worth  recording, 
stand  the  nature  of  this  excitement,  to  that  antimony  has  a  much  greater  ten* 
lower  the  system  by  an  abstraction  of  dency  to  cause  vomiting  or  nausea  in 
blood,  if  that  can  possibly  be  avoided,  the  morning  than  at  any  other  period, 

If  antimony  be  compared  with  mer-  for  which  reason  the  dose  may  be 
cury  in  the  above  properties,  a  vast  reduced  to  one-^half  at  that  period, 
dififcrence  is  seen  between  them ;  for  The  plan  of  treatment  whkh  appears 
the  first  remedy  appears  to  excite  ex-  to  be  most  eminently  successful  is  that 
cretion  within  two  or  three  hours  of  its  by  which  a  large  quantity  of  the  me* 
first  administration :  the  effects  of  mer-  tallic  salt  is  introduced  into  the  system 
cury,  however,  ^dually  increase  with  without  any  immediate  effecta  by  th« 
the  administration  of  the  medicine,  means  of  its  introduction, 
which  appears  to  accumulate  and  re-  The  diet  of  the  patient  must  be 
main  in  the  system,  whilst  chat  of  modified  according  to  circumstances: 
antimony  seems,  by  long  continuance,  a  spare  diet,  as  a  general  rule,  is  to  be 
to  lose  m  some  degree  its  power,  re-  preferred,  without  spirituous  liquors  of 
quiring  an  increase  of  the  dose.  If  we  any  kind ;  but  if  the  patient  be  feeble, 
look  at  the  unpleassnt  effects  of  mer-  nourishment  or  stimulus  must  be  given , 
cury,  its  salivation,  destruction  of  the  and  there  is  no  object  in  materiuBy  de- 
teeth,  sloughing,  erythismus,  &c.  the  pressing  the  patient's  strength  in  any 
contrast  is  also  most  striking;  for  I  case,  though  it  would  be  advisable  to 
never  saw  antimony,  in  any  case,  pro-  keep  him  below  what  is  termed  rude 
duce  poisonous  symptoms,  whilst  every  health. 

surgeon,evenofbut  limited  experience.  To  ascertain  the  effect  of  antimony 

must  have  seen  frequent  cases  of  death  in    entirely   removing   the   syphilitic 

from  the  use  of  mercurv,  and  sometimes  virus  and  preventing  secondary  symp- 

even  from  ver^  small  doses.  toms,  will  necessarily  be  a  work  of  time ; 

The  comparison  between  the  action  but  when  we  consider  that  antimony  is 

of  tartarized  antimony  and  iodide  of  a  most  potent  remedy  for  removing  the 

potassium  1  feel  hardly  in  a  condition,  sequelee  of  syphilis,  how  forcibly  is  the 

at  the  present  time,  minutely  to  con-  probability  of^a  complete  eradication  of 

sider ;  but  there  are  many  unpleasant  the  disease  presented   to  our  minds, 

effects    of  this    too-much-hackneyed  There  are  some  creatures,  indeed,  who, 

medicine  on  the  mucous,  and  perhaps  unmindful  of  the  lessons  they  learn, 

even  on  the  serous  membranes,  and,  receive  contagion  upon  contagion.    In 

moreover,  the  remedy  seems  to  remain  these  cases  we  can  easily  conceive,  that 

in  the  system  for  a  long  period.  when  a  second  or  third  disease  is  caught 

The  treatment  of  syphilis  by  tar-  before  the  first  is  healed,  and  super- 

tarizedantimony,  if  compared  with  the  imposed  upon  it,  and  tlie  patient  is 
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^iways  incurring  fresh  risks,  that  some  SURGICAL  CASBS. 

portion  of  the  sum  of  all  his  distem-  ..^_ 

peijB  would  lurk  about  him  for  ever.  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  g^^^^^ 

The  pnnciple  of  uie  employment  of  ^ 

tartarized  antimony  is  probably  the  re-  Sir, 

movalofthe  poison  from  the  system,  knd  Sbouxd  you  think  the  enclosed  cases 
whenever  any  offending  matter  has  to  of  sufficient  interest,  ^ey  are  quite  at 
be  removed  from  the  human  body,  the  your  service. — I  am,  sir, 
general  plan  of  treatment  for  syphilis  Your  obedient  servant, 
IS  admirably  adapted.    For  all  forms  Gkoroe  Mat. 
of  scrofula,  where  the  matter  may  be  Reading,  Sept.  B,  1S42. 
regarded  as  a  poison  formed,  thought  not  Amputation  at  the  shoulder^joint,--^ 
taxen  into  the  system,  it  is  invaluable.  The  first  case  admitted  into  the  Royal 
In  all  forms  of  impetigo  and  encrusted  Berkshire  Hospital  after  its  opening, 
sores  of  every  kind,  which  are  quite  May  1839,  was  George  Early,  aged  15, 
analogous  to  scrofula,  the  rapidity  with  witn  compound  comminuted,  or  open 
which  such  a  treatment  effects  a  cure  fracture  of  the  left  humerus,  close  to 
is  truly  marvellous.    Exaggerated  cases  the  shoulder-joint.   It  had  been  crushed 
of   herpes  yield    with    extraordinary  by  a  railroad  waggon  about  two  hours 
rapidity,  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  being  before  admission, 
sometimes  sufficient,  in  cases  where  the  Having  recovered  from  the  shock, 
duration  of  former  attacks  had  been  immediate  amputation  was  '^rformed. 
two  or  three  months,  to  effect  such  a  The  soft  parts  were  much  iniured,  and 
complete   restoration    of   the  normal  the  bone  fractured  so  high,  that  it  was 
functions  of  the  skin,  as  to  leave  no  deemed  needful  to  disarticulate.    This 
signs  ofa  disease  having  existed.  Some-  was  ably  performed  by  the  late  Mr. 
times   a   funmcular  aiathesis,    where  Samuel  Young,  the  senior  provincial 
there  is  a  great  tendency  to  boils  over  suigeon  of  the  hospital, 
the  whole  body,  yields  to  such  a  line  of  The  best  flap  was  made  which  the 
treatment,  when  all  other  plans  have  circumstances  permitted,  the  case  pro- 
failed.     Even  in  cases  of   affections  gressed  favourably,  and  he  was  dis- 
arising  from  the  absorption  of  other  charged  well,  about  nine  weeks  after 
metals,  the  treatment  is  of  much  value,  admission. 

for  I  lately  had  a  case  of  paralysis  I  hope  to  be  pardoned  in  obtruding 
agitans  from  the  absorption  of  mer-  here  a  brief  tribute  of  respect  to  our 
cury  which  yielded  steadily  and  ra-  lamented  colleague.  With  mild  and 
pidly  to  antimony  and  tonics.  unobtrusive  manners,  with  untirine 
In  studying  the  effects  of  antimony  devotion  to  his  professional  duties,  and 
upon  sypnilitic  patients  it  has  been  undeviating  rectitude  of  conduct,  he 
complicated  as  little  as  possible  with  secured  the  friendship  and  esteem  of 
the  exhibition  of  other  medicines,  yet  his  contemporaries,  and  enjoyed  a  large 
in  practice  it  would  be  folly  for  the  share  of  public  confidence  and  support, 
surgeon  to  confine  himself  to  any  par-  Fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  tcaptda 
ticular  plan  of  treatment,  but  at  all  from  muscuiar  «c<ioM.— -Miss  M.,  aged 
times,  and  in  every  case,  to  conjoin  such  16  years.  May  1828,  while  throwing  a 
remedies  with  the  antimony  as  the  necklace  on  her  neck  at  the  toilet, 
surgeon  may  consider  would  alleviate  screamed  with  pain  in  her  right  shoul- 
the  patient's  pain,  cut  short  the  disease,  der,  and  her  arm  fell  disabled.  The 
or  contribute  to  his  safety.  Experience,  shoulder  was  flatter,  and  the  head  of 
indeed,  has  hardly  sufficiently  war-  the  os  humeri  felt  more  inwards,  than 
ranted  an  assertion  that  mercury  may  its  fellow,  thecoracoid  process  being  on 
be  entirely  abandoned  in  all  cases,  yet  a  lower  plane  ;  a  distinct  crepitus  was 
it  is  by  no  means  improbable  but  that  felt ;  the  acromion,  humerus,  and  cla- 
it  may  ultimately  turn  out  that  every  vicle,  were  entire.  Elevation  of  the  arm 
case  of  S3rphilis  may  be  successfully  removed  the  deformitjr,  which  was  re- 
treated without  it.  produced  on  withdrawing  the  support. 
7,  Finsbury  Circus,  A  pad  was  placed  in  the  axilla,  ana  the 
fccpt.  15, 1042.  arm  raised  and  kept  to  the  side ;  passive 
motion  was  commenced  at  the  end  of 

six  weeks,  and  she  recovered  its  perfect 

use. 

775.— XXXI.  E 
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The  leanied  author  of  the  article  priate,  by  securing  its  complete  relaxa- 

Fraetare,  in  the  Cyclopsdia  of  Sur eery,  tion . 

doubts  the  existence  of  fracture  of  the        Atrophy  of  the  right  deltoid  tnuecle 

neck  of  the  scapula,  but  if  this  was  not  a  from  injury  of  the  cireumfiex  nerve, — 

case,  J  cannot  understand  what  it  was.  W.  Emma  W.,  aged  20,  when  three 

It  was  not  dislocation,  as  proved  by  the  months  old,  fell  from  the  arms  of  her 

restoration  of  the  shape  ot  the  parts  on  nurse,  but  before  reaching  the  ground 

raising  the  arm,  and  the  return  of  the  was  caught  and  suspended  by  the  arm, 

symptoms  on  withdrawing  the  sup^rt.  which  was  disabled :  she  suffered  consi- 

The  humerus,  acromion,  and  clavicle,  derable  pain,  and  did  not  regain  its  free 

were  not  injured,  and  the  crepitus  was  use.    At  the  present  time,  Sept.  1842, 

very  distinct  when  the  coracoid  pro-  the  shoulder  is  small  and  flat,  the  head 

cess  was  pressed  upwards  and  back-  of  the  humerus  felt  as  if  covered  only 

wards  by  the  thumb,  the  fingers  being  by  integuments ;  all  the  other  muscles 

placed  below  the  spine.  -  are  weu  developed,  nor  is  there  other 

I  presume  there  must  have  been  fra-  appreciable  injury  :  the  entire  arm  is 

gility  in  this  case,  and  that  the  fracture  less  than  its  fellow ;  she  is  unequal  tp 

was  produced  by  the  sudden  jerking  over-handed  exertion,  and  cannot  bear 

action  of  the  bicens  and  coraco-bra-  a  prolonged  use  of  her  needle,  unless 
chialis,  during  a  frolicsome  swin^  of   the  elbow  be  supported.    I  think  it  a 

the  necklace.  The  comparatively  slight  reasonable  presumption  that  the  cir- 

d^formity  might  have  arisen  from  the  cumflex  nerve  was  injured,  and  that 

integrity  of  the  ligament  described  by  atrophy  of  the  deltoid  is  the  result*. 
Sir  Astley  Cooper,  and  the  perfect  re-        Fracture  of  the  coronoid  procest  of 

covery  would  warrant  the  presumption  the  ulna. — Btay,  aged  9  years,  August 

of  union  by  bone.  1834,  stumbled  over  a  heap  of  stones. 

Fracture  of  the  head  of  the  humena.  while  running,  and  fell  on  the  ri^ht 

-—David  Beedle,  aeed  15,  shoemaker,  hand,  which  was  extended  to  save  him- 

fell  from  a  ladder,  May  1820,  striking  self.    The  elbpw-joint  had  the  appear- 

his  left  shoulder  agjainst  the  edge  or  ance  of  dislocation  backwards ;  its  na- 

an  area  step ;  a  portion  of  the  humerus  tural  shape  and  position  were  restored 

at  its  outer  side  was  fractured,  and  was  by  flexion,  but  the  distortion  returned 

readily  detected.    It  did  not  unite.  when  the  arm  was  extended ;  the  hume- 

Aug.  1842.— The  general  appearance  rus  was  broken ;  crepitus  could  not  be 

of  the  arm  is  similar  to  its  rellow,  but  felL 

the  head  of  the  bone  is  felt  to  be        Treatment, ^The  fore^arm  was  kept 

flatter :   he  is  occasionally  inconveni-  in  extreme  flexion,  and  slung  around 

enced  by  the  broken  and  loose  portion,  the  neck  ;  passive  motion  commenced 

but  it  does  not  materially  interfere  with  at  the  end  of  five  weeks,  and  the  re- 

his  occupations.  covery  was  perfect.    I  think  the  pre- 

Distocation  of  the  humerus  into  the  sumption  is  in  favour  of  ossific  union  ; 

axilla  (the  dislocation  downwards  of  if  by  ligament,  it  must  be  very  short, 

Sir  A.  Cooper ;  subpectoral,  Velneau  ;  as  it  does  not  entail  the  slightest  incon- 

snb-coracoid,  Malgaigne).  —  J.  Nash,  venience. 

aged  49,  farm  labourer,  came  into  the        Sub-luxationqf  the  head  of  the  radius 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  March  14,  from  disease—Ann  Clarke,  Reading, 

1842,  having  fallen  from  a  waggon  aged  44.    Her  right  arm  was  natural 

against  a  bank,  and  into  a  ditch  of  at  birth ;  when  twelve  months  old  she 

water,  and  dislocated  his  left  humerus  had  small-pox,  followed  by  abscesses 

into  the  axilla.    Being  very  wet  and  in  the  fore-arm  and  clbow^oint.    Pre- 

cold,  he  was  put  into  a  warm  bath,  and  sent  state  :   the  head  of  the  radius  is 

soon  after  laid  on  his  back,  and  traction  sub-luxated   backwards,    and  is  very 

made  bv  the  wrist  directly  upwards,  prominent ;  the  arm  is  shorter  than  its 

and  in  the  axis  of  the  body.    The  re-  fellow ;  the  forearm  semi-flexed  ;  the 

duction  was  easv  and  immediate.    If  hand  habitually  prone ;  supination  and 

the  chief  obstacle  to  the  reduction  of  extension  are  incomplete.     In  this  case 

this  dislocation  be  the  supra-spinatus  it  is  probable  that  ulceration  qi  the 

muscle  as  stated  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  ligaments  existed,  and  the  arm  being 

the  mode  introduced  by  White,  revived  kept  too  long  in  pronation,  the  radius 

by  Malgaigne,  and  sanctioned  by  Vel-  "^  ^  ob.enr.tioD.  by  M.  Bl»din,  Continen- 

peau,  would  seem  to  be  the  mos  t  appro-  tal  uad  British  Medicia  Reriew,  vol.  i. 
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was  dislocated  by  the  aedon  of  the  On  the  17th  of  July,  Thomas  Crane, 

hiceps.  aetat.  59,  was  admitted  under  the  care 

Congenital   luxation   of  the  radius  of  Mn  White,  with  retention  of  urine, 

backwards  in  hotk  amu.— Ann  Bathe,  not  having  passed  any  in  a  stream  for 

aged  16,  of  delicate  strumous  habit,  thirty •^ixnours.  The  bladder  appeared 

has  a  dislocation  of  the  radius  back-  greatly  distended,  reaching  quite  as 

wards  in  each  arm.    H&r  mother  no*  high  as  the  naveL    8kin  hot  aqd  dry. 

ticed  the  deformity  within  a  few  days  Pulse  108.  Was  immediately  placed  in 

of  birth,  and  reports  her  labour  to  have  a  warm  bath,  and  a  catheter  passed, 

been  natural,  quick,  and  without  inter- '  Some  urine  flowed,  although  the  cathe- 

lerenee.^  Present  condition :  both  arms  ter  was  not  in  the  bladder;  but  it  went 

are  habitually  in  semi-pronation  and  quite  to  the  neck.    Ordered 

eemi.fle»on ,  they  admit  of  c<Hnplete  jj.  Castor  OU,  and  5».  of  Laudanum. 

-n?^«-^''l  ^»'^°«^^'^.  ^«  ^<^o°iplete.        Hot  fomentations  to  tiie  hypogaatrium. 
and -supmation    very  miperfect ;    the        t  i    lo.i.     -n       ,      "jf^s"''"'*™. 

forearms  are  full  sized,  and  developed  ''"'j  18th.---Bowels  had  been  freely 

proportionally  to  the  rest  of  the  body ;  ?T^^,   Catheter  passed  just  as  before, 

the  carpal  joints  are  perfect;  the  head  . '  ^^^^  much  unne  escaped. 

of  the  radius  is  very  prominent  in  each  Liq.Opii  Scd.  nizxv. ;  Aq.PimentB,  Jj.  stat. 

f^'J.V^^'^^^^  the  superior  exr        i9th.-Thebladder  greatly  distended. 

lu'^JS^iV*^       A  7'  ^1"  N^  '^'^^  ^^^^P^  on^passing  the  ca- 

placed  behind  the  outer  condyle  of  the  theter.     In  griat  pain,  and  quite  deU- 

humerus,  and  reaches  within  half  an  nous.    Ordered                    h     ^  ^^^ 

inch  of  the  summit  of  jthe  olecranon  j  rpr  n«;;  »•    tlt    -i       «     i.  „.. 

in  the  left  it  is  rounded,  and  without  ,i^P"'  ^l^^?"^- W'^'  *"  ^ 

hollow,  larger,  apd  iiscends  nearer  to  ^T^'^^  ^^-  ^^^  ^'  ^"^-  ^^ 

the  point  of  Oie  olecranon ;  both  ad-  ,^  "'''*'*'•. 

mit  of  inifiion  onlv.    Each  radius  is  ,   ^?  ^"^  evening  was  greatly  relieved 

obvioQiJ^  longer    than   natural,   but  Z^}^^  opmm,  and  perfectly  tranquU, 

whether  its  capitulum  be  defective  or  hut  no  unne  had  passed. 

»ot,  cannot  be  ascertained.  The  history  ,  .fjtn.-- Although  a  httle  unne  had 

of  the  cases  recorded  by  Dupnytren  and  fT^"**^??"  ^^*y»  '^^  swelUng  was  not 

Cruveilhier  being  defective, their  nature  diminished. 

was  a  subject  of  speculation ;  the  for-  Tf  S*  ^^  3xij-  ^nd  repeat  the  anodyne. 

^•I5„''''?^?1''l  ^""^    ^""'^  congenital  21st.^Not  having  passed  any  urine, 

K-i?^  '^^*%??  H""""  °/ '^^""  and  suffering  severe  V^^n,  Mrf  White 

^^n'JS.T^Ti?  ^^"t*'^^'  ^""^  °?^  detennined  to  cut  into  the  bladder! 

^^^nli;-l  Jwf  SrT'  '"^i!!  P^"  The  patient  was  placed  as  in  the  ope- 

^f^  l^^^i^T^  ^"^  '^;  «^^^°  of  lithotomy;  the  incision  macle 

cognised  by  the  mother,  the  nurse,  an4  as  in  the  lateral  operation ;  but  some 

I^MrfeV'?  ^^'^^^            Q-  ^'^'y  ^«  exp^enced'in  cuti^ 

A  0^^;^^^^^^"^^  ""^^T'  ^''  i'^^^^  the'bladder,  ftom  its  altered  post 

tJ^^^Z^^.^''^^^fu'''''^f'''^^T  ^^^°-    When  the  bladder  was  divided 

^^  ^^''''  ""^  f  ^  'l^'^  ^-  ^^^  a  pint  of  "rine  escaped;  but  the 

J^««     •^i.'ir^i  ""^^^  r^^u?^:  distension  above  the  pub^  was  not 

rSS.^Z/hi^f  particulars  of  which  diminished,  nor  was  the^pain  at  all  le«. 

I  f nnushed  him  at  the  time.  sened.    After  he  was  removed  to  bS, 

"~              ~ a  little  urine  dribbled  away.    In  the 

RETENTION  OP  URINE  FROM  AN  evening  he  became  comatose,  and  died 

HYDATID  CYST.  ^^  *he  following  day. 

Post-mortem,  —Externally,  the  abdo- 

7h  the  JMUor  i^ihe  Medieaf  Gazette.  oi^n  presented  much  the  appearance  of 


SxB  *  woman  far  advanced  in  pregnancy. 


your  giving  it  insertion  in  your  jouruat  «  **  *T^  '^  ^  ^*??!l^'i*f ''^°?  ^^  *?P^ 

^  Yours  obediently,  ^  "^^^  t^  ^^^^  ^^^ddqr.  It  was  firmlv 

Reginald  James,  f}^^^^^^  ^^^  "PP^!;  P^^^  ^V^^  ^^??- 

Houae  Saneon.  ™ '  ^^^  ^^^  ^°  *®  ^^^  omentum.     On 

WtatBgntter  Hospital,  dissecting  out  the  tumor,  it  was  found 

*pt  as,  ISIS.  to  be  a  sac,  containing  at  least  three 
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pints,  filled  with  hydatids;  somcthesize  versal  in  its  operation,  dr  to  sajr  that 

of  marbles,  others  as  large  as  pullets'  all  partake  equally  of  the  desire  to  ad- 

eggs^    This  ^^^"^P'^^^^lg  if4^^  vance  themselves.    We  need  not  look 

t^™  rtions^rone  ab^ve  theVbes,  and  ^ar  to  learn  that  all  who  enter  the  field 

rather  overlaying  it,  and  the  other  be-  of  medicine  are  not  hard  labourers,  that 

low :  to  that,  when  the  bladder  was  all  are  not  equally  anxious  to  cultivate 

punctured,   only  that   urine   escaped  ^y^^  g^y  ^  .^g  f^u^gj  advantage,  and  to 

which  was  in  the  lower  part  of  it.    1  he  , .  ^^„^.  .r^^  \,:aa^^  f^oo.,,..*  «rY.;^i^  i;*- 

portion  of  bUdder  above  the  pubes  con-  discover  the  ludden  treasure  which  bes 

tained  more  than  two  pints.    The  ob-  beneath  it.    But  we  do  say  that  no  one 

struction  to  the  catheter  must  have  been  who  is  acquainted  with  them  as  a  body 

caused  by  the  displacement  of  the  bl^-  ^jn  j^ny  that  the  medical  students  are 

Sthrkbi:.y«;KeSth?.S!  a  greatly  improved  and  an  improving 

cepting  a  small  spot  of  ulceration  on  class. 

the  posterior  part.    The  prostate  gland  The  higher  rate  of  knowledge  with 

was  but  little  enlarged.  which  the  generality  of  practitioners 


=  now  commence    the    duties  of  their 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE,  vf^^'  Z  «°°'P*"«?"  f '»»  *»* 

of   their    predecessors,  is    alone   suf- 

Friday,  October  7, 1842.  ficient    evidence    of    this.      In    th»M 

speaking,  we  throw  no  disgrace  npon 

«*  Licet  onnibiu,  licet  etiam  mihi,  digiitutem  the  seniors  ofl  he  profession — we  desire 

^wu  iferftodf  tueri ;  potwtM  modo  vcniendi  in  ^  institute  no  invidious  comparisons, 

publicum  lit,  dicendi  periculnm  non  recuao."  * 

Cicero.  In  stating  that  the  average  amount  of 

knowledge  with  which  they  left  the 

ON  MEDICAL  EDUCATION.  g^i^^^ig  ^^^  entered  upon  their  prac 

The  improvements  in  the  system  of  tice  was  inferior  to  that  possessed  by 

education  which    have  been  effected  the  graduate  of  the  present  day,  we 

within  the  last  few  years  are  not  more  cast  no  reflection  npon  the  industry  of 

apparent  in  any  science  than  in  that  of  the  one  party,  and  show  no  superiority 

medicine,  both  with    regard    to    the  of  merit  in  the  other.    The  difference 

period  which  is  allotted  to  it,  and  the  between  them  is  not  to  be  referred  to 

course  which  is  pursued  in  it.    Not  any  distinguishing  feature  in  either, 

only  are  the  facilities  of  obtaining  in-  but  simply  to  the  period  in  which  each 

formation  increased  in  a  very  great  de-  lived,  and  the  advantages  which  each 

gree,  but  the  method  of  employing  them  enjoyed— to  the  greater  facilities  of  in- 

has  undergone  a   remarable    change  formation  which  the  student  of  the 

for  the  better.      With  the  improved  present  age  possesses,  and  the  improved 

opportunities  to  advance  themselves  in  system  under  which  he  has  the  good 

the  science  of  medicine,  there  has  been  fortune  to  come,  in  comparison  with 

infused  into  our  students  a  stronger  that  under  which  the  student  of  thirty 

desire  to  profit  by  them,  and  a  greater  years  ago  was  placed, 

zeal  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.    The  This  improvement  cannot  be  traced 

facilities  to  study,  and  the  desire  to  ob-  to  any  one  cause,  but  is  owing  to  a 

tain   information,  which    are    by  no  combination  of  circumstances,  and  has 

means  necessarily  concomitant  circum-  been  slow  and  gradual  in  its  progress, 

stances,  and,  in  fact,  often  hold  an  Among  other  things,  it  may  be,  in  part, 

inverse  ratio  to  one  another,  have,  in  attributed  to  that  march  of  intellect,  or 

ibis  instance,  gone  on  advancing,  as  it  general  advance  of  science  and  edu- 

were,  pari  paitu.    It  would  be  absurd  cation,  which  has    characterized  the 

to  pretend  that  this  influence  is  uni-  late  period  of  peace  and  prosperity  in 
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our  country,  and  haB  extended  its  in*>       These  and  a  variety  of  other  circum- 
iluence  to  medicine  as  well  as  to  every  stances,  which  it  is  needless  to  mention 
other  branch  of  science.    It  may  also  here  (for  we  do  not  pretend,  neither 
be  in  part  attributed  to  a  spirit  of  emu-  would  it  be  an  easy  task,  to  enumerate 
lation  arising  between  the  teachers  as  them  all),  have  conspired  to  render  the 
well  as  between  the  students  in  the  rising  practitioners  of  the  present  day  a 
different  schools,  which  now  exist  in  better  informed  class  of  persons,  and 
such  numbers  that  the  supporters  of  more  fit  to  undertake  the  important  du- 
each  are  obliged  to  labour  hard  to  ties  of  their  profession,  than  could  be 
maintain    its   reputation.     Thus  has  the  case  in  days  of  yore,  when  the  stu- 
sprung  up  a  rivalry  between  the  various  dent  had  neither  time  nor  opportunity 
provincial    and   metropolitan    schools  given  him  to  acquire  more  than  the 
which  has  tended  to  the  improvement  rudiments  of  medicine,  and  was  hurried 
of  them  alL     Emulation  among  stu-  into  practice  to  gather  up,  as  he  went 
dents  has,  in  various  ways,  been  en-  along,  the  information  which  his  own 
couraged  and  turned  to  good  purpose,  observation  might  furnish  him.    And 
especially  by  the  distributions  of  prizes  it  is  not  simply  in  a  scientific,  but  in  a 
and  honorary  distinctions,  which  take  moral  point  of  view  also,  that  we  flatter 
place  in  almost  every  school,  as  well  as  ourselves  improvement  has  been  ef- 
by  the  various  oflGices  and  appointments  fected.    The  medical  student  no  longer 
which  are  bestowed  according  to  merit,  merits  that  character  which  it  has  been 
It  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  regu-  his  lot  to  possess  in  comparatively  re- 
lating and  examining  boards  of  the  cent  times,  and  which  was  attached  to 
profession   to    omit   to    mention    the  him  by  a  modem  writer  with  no  sparing 
assistance  which  their  endeavours  have  hand.  An  evil  reputation  once  stamped 
contributed  in  promoting  this  advance  is  long  in  wearing  out,  although  the 
in  the  proficiency  of  students.    By  the  cause  which  impressed  it  may  have 
judicious  alterations  in  the  course  of  ceased  to  exist,  and  the  bearer  become 
education  which  they  have  introduced,  undeserving  of  it :  and  so  it  has  been  with 
especially  with  regard  to  the  appren-  medical  students ;  they  still  endure,  to 
ticeship   system — ^by    curtailing    that  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  opinions 
period  of  which  so  large  a  portion  was  which  were  formed  of  their  predeces- 
wasted  on  the  manual  drudgery  of  the  sors,  and  which  are  probably  no  more 
profession,  and  permitting  a  more  ex-  applicable  to  them  than  to  any  others, 
tended  routine  of  study  in  London,  or        There  is,  moreover,  another  thing 
some  large  provincial  town — they  have  which  is  of  comparatively  recent  ex- 
done  great  service  to  the  profession,  istence  in  medicine,  but  which  is  daily 
By  requiring  certificates  of  the  attend-  gaining  ground  in  the  large  metro- 
ance  on  certain  courses  of  lectures,  and  politan  schools,  and  has  already  done 
of  a  given  routine  of  dissection  and  something  to  assist  in  improving  the 
hospital  practice,  they  have  enforced  cast  of  medical  students,  at  the  same 
the  opportunity  of  a  wider  and  more  time  that  it  bids  fair  to  effect  much 
regular  course  of  study.    They  have  more — we  refer  to  the  system  of  private 
regulated   the    employment    of  that  tuition.    We  are  aware  that  some  ob« 
period  in  a  methodic  manner  (we  will  jections  are  urged  against  it  on  the 
not  say  in  the  moit  advantageous  man-  ground  of  its  increasing  the  expense 
ner) ;  and  by  their  stricter  examina-  of  medical  education,  and  giving  to 
tions,  they  have  required  from  the  can-  those  who  can  afford  to  avail  them- 
didates  for  their  diploma  a  higher  rate  selves  of  it  an  unfair  advantage  over 
of  knowledge.  their  poorer  brethren,  in  competitions 
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for  hohotirs  ftnd  appointments  whidh  other  way,  and  snch  as  iun&traly  wanted 

are  made  the  reward  of  merit    Even  hy  the  generality  of  students,  who, 

granting  that  these  ohjections  are  valid,  coming  up  to  die  schools,  are  plunged 

and  some  others  of  less  moment  which  in  the  whirlpool  of  lectures,. dissecting 

are  brought  against  it,  we  still  main-  and  hospital  practice,  scarce  knowing 

tain  that  the  general  good  effect  of  such  which  way  to  turn,  or  where  to  begin, 

a  system,  if  brought  fairly  into  opera-  They  have   no   one   to   direct   their 

tion,    would  be    very  great,    and  it  studies,  and  are  ignorant  what  subjects 

would  tend,  in  various  ways,  farther  to  to  commence,  what  books  to  buy,  or 

improve   the   character  of  students,  what  order  to  follow.    They  enter  upon 

and,  by  its  influence  on  them,  to  ad-  their  studies,  perhaps,  with  ardour  and 

vance  the  science  of  medicine.  good  determination  $  but  their  endea- 

Let  us  look  at  the  Universities  of  yours  faU,  like  the  aim  of  the  unskilfiil 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  where  a  plan  marksman,  for  want  of  proper  diree- 
of  this  sort  has  been  long  and  eiLten-  tion  f  they  become  disgusted  with  the 
sively  carried  out,  and  has  even,  in  a  little  progress  they  make,  throw  aside 
great  degree,  supplanted  the  profes-  their  books,  and  betake  themselves  to 
dorial  mode  of  teaching  in  classes.    It  other,    not   usually   more  profitable^, 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  almost  all  amusements;  such,  at  least,  is  too  olle& 
who  are  desirous  of  taking  even  a  re-  the  case.    They  are  still  less  under  any 
spectable   station,  much  more  those  moral  discipline,  and,  turned  loose  into 
who  are  ambitious  of  obtaining  a  high  the  world,  are  too  apt  to  fall  an  easy 
rank  in  the  examinations,  have  recourse  prey  to  the  temptations  around  thmi. 
to  a  private  tutor,  whose  advice  and  A  careful  system  of  private  tuition 
close  superintendence  they  well  know  would,  no  doubt,  prove  a  powerful  re- 
is  more  likely  to  ensure  their  success  medy  to  many  of  these  evils :  the  em- 
than  the  regular  and  more  formal  in-  ployment  of  th<^  pupil's  time  would  be 
struction  of  the  college  lecturer  or  the  superintended,  his  studies  directed,  and 
public   profbssor.     Very   few  indeed,  a  gentler  or  less  influence  exerted  oyer 
carry  off  the   high   honours   in  the  his  moral  life.    Such  a  system  would 
university  without  having  recourse  to  probably  in  time  give  a  most  efiectoal 
such  assistance  in  their  studies.    Here,  check  to  the  obnoxious  process  of  meie 
then,  the  tutorial  system,  as  it  has  been  grinding^  and  would  form  of  itself  a 
called,  has  received  a  full  and  fair  trial,  &r  more  profitable  substitute ;  at  least 
and  no  other  proof  of  its  efficiency  need  it  certainly  appears  to  us  that  it  would 
be  given  than  the  extensive  manner  in  be  more  likely  to  benefit  the  student 
which  it  has  been  here  adopted.  than  the  ordeal  of  cramming,  which. 

It  may  perhaps  be  said  that,  private  im/mu  voient,  a  Tast  number  deem  it 

tuition  is  less  important  in  the  study  their  imperative  duty  to  undergo, 

of  medicine,  where  the  books  are  easy.  We  throw  out  these  hints  just  now 

and  observation  and  experiment  are  the  on  this  subject,  thinking  they  may  be 

principal  guides,  than  in  'the  study  of  of  service  to  some  who.  are  about  to 

the  dead  languages,  or  in  the  abstruse  enter  upon  their  medical  education  in 

processes  of  mathematical  reasoning:  London  or  elsewhere,  with  the  com- 

and  we  grant,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  menoement  of  the  session,  and  who  are 

truth  of  the  assertion.    But,  though  it  in  doubt  as  to  what  course  they  had 

may  be  less  in  degree,  its  effect  is  better  adopt  to  turn  their  time  to  the 

nevertheless  good.    The  opportunities  most  profitable  account.     We  would 

of  supervision  and  Erection  affi>rded  recommend  them  to  give  the  subject  a 

by  it  are  such  as  can  be  ensured  in  no  careful  consideration    and  should  they 


DR.  WILLIAMS'S  INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE.  55 

adopt  some  8ach   course   ra    we  have  creased  influence  which  he  may  exercise  ovei* 

advised,  they  will  not,  we  think,  have  the  minds  of  his  hearers, 

any  reason  to  regret  the  step  they  have  ^  must  further  state  another  circamstanoe 

taken — if,  at  least,  we  may  j  udge  from  the  which  greatly  upholds  my  anxiety  to  bestow 

opinions  of  those  who  can  hear  witness  ^7  ^^t  exertions  in  teaching  the  subjects  of 

to  the  practical  efii»:t  which  it  has  had  ™y  course.    It  is  the  low  poniion  which 

on  themselves,  of  whom  we  never  heard  '*"  '"^''  important  part  of  medical  science 

any  speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  ***"  ^^^  y'i^^  '*f  P^{^^^f  »^  even  with 

satisfaction,  of  the  advantages  i^ich  '^'^'  JJ^^  *»"»  to  '-f  »  matter  of  »uch 

they  derived  ftom  it  ?T^^^\^'  \  P"*P°»1**^  f^^  /^^^  ^***f 

•^                         subject  of  this  lecture,  the  state  of  practical 

INSPECTORS  OP  ANATOMY.  ""^dicinc,  ss  a  study,  uid  as  an  art. 

Compare  the  state  of  the  practice  of  medi- 

We  announwd  Iwt  week  the  appointment  cine  with  that  of  anatomy,  physiology,  and 

of  Mr.  AlcockandMr.  Bacot,  as  Inspectors  chemistry— the  great  fundamental  or  pre- 

for  Englmd :  we  have  now  to  add,  that  Dr.  paratory  studies.    How  mmute,  how  precise, 

Andrew  Wood,  of  Edinburgh,  has  been  ap-  how  connected  and  definite  are  these !     Yet 

pomted  Inspector  for  Scotland.  how  loose,  indefinite,  unccrtam,  unconnected, 

is  the  practice  of  our  art.    To  the  public  it 

I NTR O DUCTORY   LECTURE,  appears  altogether  vague^without  any  ac- 

lMh,ered  at  Univernty  College,  knowledged  principles.            ^ 

c%M  1  ^UA<9  '          '  '  Is  there  any  wonder,  then,  that  quackery 

"*^' ''  **•'»  should  triumph  ;  that  the  public  show  their 

Bt  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.D.  P.R.S-  want  of  faith  in  legitimate  medicine  by  their 

Profenor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Me-  ready  belief  in  any  novelty  that  is  not  legiti- 

dicine,  and  of  CUnical  Medicine,  fee.  mate?     Thus,  one  year,  St.  John  Long's 

'  plan ;  another  year,  homoeopathy ;  another, 

8tat9 qffrtteticalmedieine,a9a»tudy, and  Moriaon's  pills  ;  another,  the  water  cure— 

MM  am  art-^lnttMcmey^f  empirical  and  ^^^  the  fashion.    The  public  may  show 

notoUtgieoimtdtetne— General  pathology  their  ignorance  by  such  creduUty ;  but  they 

the  true  foundation  for  practical  me-  .how  also  the  want  of  something  plain  and 

dieine,—What  u  general  pathology  /—  trustworthy  in  regular  medicine.    The  pubUc 

rte  rtlaHone  to  clinical  medieine^Noble  ^^u  not  believe  that  the  secret  of  the  art  is 

mmtmre  and  objeeU  of  medicine,  ^th  a  faculty  which  professes  to  follow  ex- 

I  &AYB  been  requested  by  my  colleagues  to  peri^nce  only.    The  quack  also  can  appeal 

open  the  business  of  the  session ;   and  in  to  his  experience ;    and  that,  too,  in  a  way 

doiqg  so  I  shall  adhere  to  our  usual  practice,  more  striking  and  convincing  than  those  who 

by  ntaking  the  subjects  of  this  address  also  express  doubts  and  admit  difficulties.    Thus 

iatrodnctory  to  those  of  my  own  course.  one  who  cures  nervous  diseases  can  calculate 

It  is  three  years  since  I  gave  my  first  in-  his  success  by  the  numerical  method.     In 

trodnctory  lecture  in  this  place  ;  and  when  8000  cases  he  can  count  only  20  failures. 

I  recollect  the  trembling  anxiety  which  I  Another  tells  you  of  an  extraordinary  per 

then  lielt  at  the  prospect  of  the  difficult  and  oentage  of  success  in  cases  of  deafness,  in 

respoosible  duties  which  devolved  on  me,  which  the  most  eminent  practitioners  had 

my  hemii  fills  with  gratitude  to  a  Gracious  failed,  &c.     Hence  you  will  find  the  par- 

Frovideiiee  who  has  granted  me  health  and  titans  of  quackery  far  more  zealous  in  the 

stnogth  of  body  and  mind  to  perform  these  defence  of  their  favourite  notions  than  others 

dsties,  however  imperfectly ;  and  I  cannot  are  in  support  of  the  regular  art.     No  won- 

forget  the  kindness  of  my  pupils  in  over-  der  that  homoeopathy  and  tlie  water-cure 

UxwiDg  the  faults  and  deficiencies  of  my  first  have  their  royal  and  noble  advocates.    Then 

attempts.  there  is  a  captivating    simplicity   in    the 

Now,  at  the  commencement  of  a  fourth  theories  of  quacks.     A  certain  high  official 

session,   I  hope  I  need  not  say   that    my  personage  pins  his  faith  to  an  empiric  who 

sense  of  the  importance  and  responsibility  was  formerly  a  gardener,  and  whose  notion 

of  my  office  is  in  no  degree  diminished.  .  is  that  all  diseases  proceed  from  buttercups. 

Nay,  it  is  much  increased.    The  longer  a  This  is  the  theory :  every  man,  woman,  and 

medical  man  practises  his  profession,  the  child,  eats  mutton,  beef,  or  butter,  or  drinks 

OEiore  he  sees  tibe  value  of  a  right  knowledge  milk  :  every  cow  and  sheep  eats  buttercups 

of  it ;  and,  if  his  conscience  be  not  seared,  with  its  grass :   buttercups  are  rank  and 

tlw  moK  anxious  will  he,  who  teaches,  be  acrid  weedst  ergo,  all  diseases  proceed  from 

to  oommnnieate  that  right  knowledge  to  his  buttercups.    How  beautifully  simple !    How 

pupils.    Purtfaer,  time  and  experience  ought  attractive,  too,  are  the  comprehensive  views 

lo  Improve  the  rssooroes  and  strengthen  the  of  the  hygeist  and  the  water  corers  I  they 

benlties  of  the  teacher,  and  give  greater  both  agree  in  thdr  pathology ;  all  diseases 

wei|^  to  his  opinions :  in  like  proportion  arise  from  bad  matter  in  the  blood :  they 

also  sbonld  be  led  responsible  for  the  in-  only  difier  in  their  mode  of  expelling  it  from 
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tii0  system.  One  pnrges  oat  the  peccant  lectureSf  is  at  first  rery  difficult  unci  (rlc* 
hnmonr ;  the  other  washes  and  sweati  it  some :  more  so  than  other  studies.  Bat 
forth.  There  is  something,  too,  very  fascinat-  why  is  it  so  ?  ITiis  is  a  serioas  matter, 
ing  in  the  notions  of  homoeopathy  :  similia  Let  as  examine  a  little  into  it.  Is  the  fanlf 
aimilibus  medentur.  Who  cannot  fail  to  in  tlie  imperfect  state  of  the  sobject,  or  in 
admire  the  ezpansiye  genias  of  Hahnemann,  the  methcKl  by  wbidi  it  is  taoght  ?  The 
who  discovered  that  the  best  care  for  a  dis-  science  of  practical  medicine  is  undoubtedly 
ease  is  the  influence  which  caused  it  ?  very  imperfect ;  bat  I  think  it  can  be  shown 
On  the  other  hand,  the  regular  practitioner  that  there  is  a  still  greater  imperfection  in 
has  nothing  so  plausible  or  so  captivating  to  the  method  by  whic'j  it  is  taught, 
bring  forward  in  explanation  of  hit  method.  As  anatomy  and  physiology,  with  che« 
He  either  has  no  theory  at  all,  and  grounds  mistry,  are  the  studies  preparatory  to  me- 
his  practice  on  experience  (in  which  we  have  dicinc,  one  might  expect  that  they  should  be 
said  be  is  matdied  by  the  empiric),  or,  if  he  made  fundamental  to  that  of  medicine ;  that, 
gives  a  theory,  it  is  viewed  only  as  an  opinion  starting  from  the  knowledge  of  the  healthy 
no  better  than  the  hypothesis  of  the  quack,  body,  as  taught  by  them,  the  transition 
in  on  art  so  little  founded  on  principles  as  should  be  easy  and  intelligible  to  disease — 
medicine.  So  little  favour  does  medicine  first,  in  its  lowest  degrees  and  simplest 
receive  from  the  public  in  its  pretensions  to  form  ;  then  to  the'  more  compound,  pro- 
science  !  nounoed,  and  more  removed  from,  but  still 
How  is  it  with  the  student  ?  Surely  the  comparable  with,  the  healthy  standard.  In- 
practice  of  physic  must  be  as  interesting  as  stead  of  this,  lectorera  and  writers  plunge  at 
It  is  important  to  the  student — the  useful  once  into  the  mazy  thickets  of  inflammatioo 
application  of  all  his  knowledge — the  wind-  and  fever — subjects  so  compIicated,so  changed 
ing-up  of  the  drama  of  his  studies — ^the  re-  from  any  thing  taught  by  previous  study,  tiiat 
hearsal  of  the  great  performance  of  his  life,  anatomy  and  physiology  afford  little  help : 
Surely  this  must  be  a  very  attractive  study  ?  and  no  wonder  that  the  stadent  (like  many 
Quite  the  contrary.  I  believe  it  has  been  observers  and  reasoners  on  the  same  topics) 
generally  considered  by  students  as  the  becomes  confused  and  bewildered  in  the 
hesviest,  most  repulsive,  most  tedious  of  all  complexity  of  the  subject ;  or,  if  he  do  make 
subjects  (with,  perhaps,  a  single  exception),  out  any  thing,  it  is  something  isolated,  ah- 
Without  the  constant  appeal  to  the  senses  stract,  about  fever  or  inflammation  itself, 
with  which  anatomy  attracts  and  rivets  without  its  natural  relations  to  health  and  to 
attention  ;  without  the  beautiful  connections  other  diseases. 

and  adaptation  of   means  to  ends   which  This  plan  of  proceeding  may  be  compared 

make  phytiology  interesting  ;    without  the  to  a  person  beginning  the  study  of  mechanics 

simplicity  and  striking  phenomena  which  with  the  steam  engine ;  or  to  the  student  of 

give  a  charm  to  ch^miatry^  the  practice  of  chemistry  commencing  with  organic  matter, 

medicine,  as  taught,  is  an  enormous  mass  of  The  general  result  is,  that,   where  any 

dry  detail ;  its  science,  mere  glimpses  into  distinct  notion  of  disease  is  acquired,  it  is 

an  unknown  land  ;  its  rules,  irregular  tracks  one  not  at  all  founded  on  previous  physiolo- 

through  a  wilderness  of  confusion.     Prac-  gical  knowledge ;   but  it  is  a  new  idea  of 

tical  medicine  is  studied  only  from  a  con-  disease  as  an  absolute,  separate  thing,  not  a 

viction  that  it  is  useful  and  necessary ;  and  mere  condition  consisting  of  altered  function 

not  because  it  is  easy  or  agreeable.  and  structure,  but  a  being,  the  character  and 

Further,  there  are  a  great  many  students,  history  of  which  are  to  1^  detailed  like  that 

certainly  not  the  most  industrious,  who  shirk  of  a  plant  or  an  animal.     And  when  special 

the  disagreeable  duty,  pleading  that  it  is  diseases  are  treated  of,  the  same  individualiz- 

neither  useful  nor  necessary ;   and  that  the  ing  process  is  pursued  through  all  the  jargon 

practice  of  medicine  is  only  to  be  learnt  at  of  the  schools.      Each  has '  its  nosology, 

the  bedside  with  whatever  aid  books  can  classification,  and  definition,  its  predisposing, 

supply.     It  would  speak  more  in  favour  of  exciting,  and  proximate  causes,  its  theory, 

this  opinion,  if  its  advocates  acted  up  to  ra^io  jymp/om<i/um,  its  diagnosis,  prognosis, 

their  dogma,  and  proved,  by  their  constant  indications    of   cure,   fulfilment  of  these, 

and  diligent  attendance  in  tiie  wards  of  the  Juvantia  et  ladentia^  and  prophylaxis ! 

hospital,  that  they  seek  there  the  knowledge  With  nil  this  formidable  array  to  each 

which  they  profess  to  be  unable  to  obtain  in  disease,  the  practice  of  physic  was  an  arduous 

the  lecture-room.     But,  so  far  as  my  obser-  study  in  the  days  of  Cullen.     WhtX  must  it 

vation  has  gone,  I  do  not  find  this  to  be  the  be  now,  when  the  diseases  of  Cullen's  noso- 

case.      It    is  not  those  that  neglect  the  logy  have  been  almost  doubled,  and  the  facts 

lectures,    but    those  who  most    regularly  relating  to  them    have    been    more    than 

attend  them,  that  prove  to   be    attentive  doubled  ? 

students  in  the  hospital.  But   let    ns    follow    the    student,    well 

But,  although  useful  and  necessary,   it  crammed  with   his    nosological  list,   their 

cannot  be  denied  that  the  stady  of  the  prac-  definitions,  &c.  to  the  bedside.     Let  us  see 

tioe  of  medicine^  both  by  books  and  by  how  his  knowledge,  so  meritoriously  and 
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laboriously  obtained,  will  senre  him  in  the  is  a  more  efficient  help  at  the  bed-side  than 

hour  of  need.     In  a  few  cases  of  folly  de  -  inch  knowledge  of  diseases  as  is  to  be  ob- 

Teloped  and  weU-marked  acute  diseases,  such  tained  only  from  nosological  definitions  and 

as  pleurisy,  scarlet  fei^er,  or  rheumatism,  he  details.     Before  I  proceed  to  exemplify  this 

may  get  on  pretty  well ;   but  in  the  com-  truth,  by  matters  of  every-day  experience, 

moner  description  of  cases,  acute  or  chronic,  let  me  first  briefly  point  out  why  it  is  so. 

in  their  early  stages,  in  their  endless  Taria-  Without  the  connecting  link  of  general 

tions  from  peculiarities  of  constitution,  or  pathology,  practical  medicine  derives  little 

from  complicating  causes,  he  finds  himself  or  no  aid  from  anatomy  and  physiology, 

continually  puzzl^ :  the  phenomena  do  not  Instead  of  being  founded  on  them,  it  is 

correspond  with  any  of  bis  defined  diseases  :  studied  and  practised  quite  independent  of  a 

they  frequently  change  their  character  in  a  full  knowledge  of  them,   and  is  generally 

way  that  he  cannot  account  for ;  his  prog-  acquired  in  proportion  as  they  are  forgotten, 

nosis  is  fidsified  ;  his  diagnosis  fails ;  and  .This  kind  of  practical  medicine  is  much  the 

his  treatment,  although  not  always  unsuc-  same  as  that  of  old  women  and  nurses ;  it 

cessful,  does  not  answer  according  to  his  consists  chiefly  of  treating  symptoms,   or 

expectations ;     some    patients     recovering  groups  of  symptoms  (called  diseases),  by 

whom  he  expected  to  die  ;  others  dying,  or  remedies  that  have  been  found  useful  in 

not  improving,   whom  he  e;ipected  to  re-  similar  cases,  without  the  trouble  of  inquiring 

cover.  about  the  causes  of  the  symptoms,  or  the 

Disappointed,  in  the  failure  of  his  noso-  precise  seat  of  the  disease.     Thus,  if  a  per- 

logical  learning,  the  young  practitioner  more  son  complains  of  headache  and  giddiness, 

and  more  mistrusts  it,  and  falls  into  a  rou-  leeches  are  applied,  purgatives  are  given,  be- 

tine  of  empirical  practice.     Without  trou-  cause  they  have  been  found  useful  in  similar 

bling  his  head  about  the  name  or  nature  of  cases.     An  intimate  knowledge  of  the  struc- 

diseases,  he  thinks  solely  of  their  treatment ;  ture  and  functions  of  the  contents  of  the  head 

and,  begrudging  the  time  that  he  has  spent  would  give  no  further  help  in  the  use  of 

with  books  and  lectures,  he  decries  every  these  remedies ;  nor  suggest  others  if  these 

thing  that  is  not  practical.  be  found  to  fail.     If  tiiey  do  fail,  the  only 

Still  he  is  obliged  to  retain  some  notions  resource  is  in  experiment :  first  one  thing  is 

of  the  theory  of  disease ;  but  they  are  gene-  tried,  then  another,   until   much  mischief 

ral  notions,  and  not  fettered  by  definitions,  may  be  done,  or  at  last,  perchance,  the  right 

He  still  studies  symptoms :  he  seeks  in  the  remedy  may  be  hit  upon  ;  and  this  may  be  the 

pulse  and  heat  of  skin  indications  of  fever  very  opposite  of  those  first  used.  Long  expe- 

and  inflammation  ;  he  looks  to  the  tongue  rience  may  make  the  symptom -treating  prac- 

and  alvine  evacuations  for  proofii  of  disorder  titioner  more  successful,  if  he  be  an  observing 

of  the  digestive  organs ;  he  judges,  by  the  man ;  because  it   will  acquaint   him  with 

complexion  and  muscular  strength,  the  state  additional  symptoms  to  be  considered  for 

of  the  constitution.     Instead  of  troublesome  the  guidance  of  the  treatment.     But  there 

scholastic  definitions,  he  uses  convenient,  are  few  of  this  class  of  practitioners  who  are 

general  terms,  which   may  be  taken  in  a  carefully  observing  men,  who  do  remember 

pretty  vague  sense — such  as  irritation,  con-  and  profit  by  their  experience  :  they  more 

gestion,  constitutional  weakness,  cachexia,  generally,  like  their  sisters,  the  nurses,  keep 

disordered  digestive  organs,  scrofula,  scor-  pretty  close  to  their  first  notions ;  and  al- 

butic  habit,  and  the  like ;  and  his  remedial  though  age  and  the  name  of  experience  may 

measures  are  designated  in  the  same  con-  screen  their  failures,  alas  for    the    young 

▼enient  general  terms — such  as  soothing,  adventurer  who  sets  sail  on  this  tack  ! 

cooling,  supporting,  stimulating,  alteratiye,  But  the  benefit  of  such  experience   is 

purifying,  &c.  gained  at  the  commencement  by  the  student 

In  short,  he  has,  in  practice,  learnt  himself,  of  pathology.  He  has  learnt  to  trace  symp - 
in  a  loose  way,  at  the  expense  of  previous  toms  to  their  causes.  Having  been  taught, 
studies,  and  sometimes,  it  is  to  be  feared,  by  anatomy,  the  peculiarities  of  the  circula- 
at  the  expense  of  some  bad  practice,  what  tion  in  the  head,  and  by  physiology,  con- 
he  ought  to  have  been  properly  taught  as  firmed  by  clinical  observation,  that  this 
the  foundation  of  his  studies — general  pa-  circulation  may  be  similarly  impeded  by 
thology.  Thus  we  are  led  to  the  presump-  opposite  causes,  inanition  as  well  as  fulness, 
tion  that  general  pathology  is  the  proper  he  is  prepared  to  find  out,  through  other 
basis  for  practical  medicine ;  and  I  venture  symptoms,  which  is  the  cause  of  the  head- 
to  affirm  that  a  chief  reason  why  the  prac-  ache  in  the  case  before  him  ;  and  he  adapts 
tice  of  medicme  has  been  commonly  so  dis-  his  remedies  accordingly. 
tasteful,  and  so  difficult  in  its  study,  and  so  In  fact,  a  true  pathology,  or  sound  prin- 
unsatisfactory  when  tested  at  the  bedside,  is  ciples  of  medicine,  is  the  embodyment  of 
because  its  foundation,  general  pathology ^  the  result  of  experience  in  disease,  with  a 
has  not  been  efficiently  taught.  knowledge    of   structure   and   function  in 

We  have  just  met  with  a  practical  illns-  health.     It  is  the  only  connecting  link  be- 

tration  of  the  truth,  that  general  pathology  tween  the  preparatory  sciences  and  practica 
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medicine.  Without  it,  these  are  diajeeta  finds  really  such  signs  of  disordered  uterine 
membra  :  with  it,  they  form  a  connected  function  as  wonld  justify  the  name :  other 
body  of  science— young  yet,  it  is  true,  and  symptoms,  however  Taried,  taking  their 
falling  short  of  the  objects  of  the  art,  but  origin  from  this  disorder ;  and  he  thus  dis- 
already  available  for  much,  and  needing  only  covers  the  necessity  of  directing  the  treat- 
the  growth  and  continued  support  of  its  chidf  ment  to  this  cause.  In  another  group  again 
members,  especially  anatomy,  physiology,  he  finds  the  uterine  function  impaired; 
and  clinical  observation,  to  become  the  per-  but  this  only  in  common  with  other  fnnc- 
fect  and  efficient  director  of  practical  me-  tions ;  and  all  this  in  consequence  of  a  want 
didne.  of  blood  throughout  the  body,  which  want  ia 
The  great  proof  of  the  practical  utility  of  denoted  by  the  waxy  complexion,  the  pallid 
general  pathology  is  the  aid  which  it  gives  lips  and  gums,  the  loose  yet  easily  quickened 
in  the  study  of  clinical  medicine,  and  the  pulse,  t^  panting  breatib,  the  feeble  limbs, 
light  which  clinical  medicine  continually  Sec.  Here  the  restoration  of  the  blood  is 
tiurows  on  it.  The  states  which  the  practi-  the  obvious  indication  ;  and  in  proportion 
tioner  has  to  treat  are  often  too  indefinite  or  as  this  is  effected,  the  symptoms  of  nervous- 
too  mixed  to  correspond  with  any  of  the  ness,  debility,  and  loss  of  function,  dis- 
definitions  of  special  disease.  Tliey  fre-  appear.  In  a  third  group  of  cases,  called 
quently  consist  of  functional  disorder,  vary-  hysterical,  the  pathologist  discovers  the 
ing  with  time  and  circumstance,  or  changing  opposite  condition,  that  of  eanguineoue  ple^ 
its  place,  so  as  to  present  no  fixed  cha-  thorax  which,  independently  of  any  disorder 
ractecB.  But,  compared  by  the  patho-  oftheuterus,  causes  trouble,  sometimes inone 
logist  with  the  standard  of  health,  and  part,  sometimes  in  another,  but  especially  in 
analysed  from  their  complexity,  their  na-  the  nervous  system,  which,  in  most  ibmaleB, 
tnre  becomes  intelligible,  and  their  proper  is  peculiarly  Uable  to  disorder.  Here,  too, 
treatment  obvious,  so  far  as  means  are  he  b  led  to  the  most  appropriate  treatment, 
possessed  to  counteract  or  control  that  This  is  but  one  instance  out  of  many  that 
which  is  wrong.  Let  us  take  one  out  of  might  be  adduced  to  show  the  great  practical 
many  examples.  The  disordered  state  of  utiUty  of  a  good  knowledge  of  pathology.  In 
health,  for  treating  which  Mr.  Abemethy  fact,  the  leading  rules  of  practice,  those  which 
gained  such  a  reputation,  is  one  of  the  com-  guide  the  most  experienced  men,  (although 
monest  ailments  we  have  to  prescribe  for :  many  are  not  aware  of  it,  and  would  not  ac- 
Bome  call  it,  with  Abemethy, "  all  stomach;"  knowledge  it),  are  founded  on  general  views 
others,  '*  liver" ;  others,  "  diisorderedconsti-  of  diseased  function  and  structure — that  is, 
tution'^ ;  others,  *' ind^estion'' :  but  how-  general  pathology.  You  will  not  find  that 
ever  differently  they  may  name  it,  few  refuse  practical  men  treat  a  disease  merely  accord- 
to  treat  it,  as  Abemethy  did,  by  regulated  ing  to  its  name,  or  according  to  the  nature  of 
diet,  blue  pill,  and  mild  saline  aperients,  the  local  mischief.  Inflammation  is  not  al- 
repeatedly  administered.  Now  the  patho-  ways  to  be  combated  by  blood-letting,  nor 
logist  analyses  the  symptoms  of  such  a  state,  hemorrhage  by  styptics.  The  condition  of 
and  in  the  white  or  yellowish-furred  tongue,  the  system — ^that  is,  of  the  functions,  is  to  be 
morbid  eractations,  tender  epigastrium,  taken  into  account;  and  the  variations  of  this 
sometimes  full  right  hypochondrium,  with  condition,  the  states  of  sthenia  and  asthenia, 
extended  dulness  on  percussion,  the  dis-  .tone  and  debility,  excitement  and  depression, 
coloured  faces,  the  high-coloured  and  turbid  plethora  and  ansmia,  are  the  very  subjects 
urine,  he  finds  proof  of  congestion  and  dis-  which  general  pathology  explains  and  shows 
turbed   secretion   of   the   liver  and  upper  how  to  treat. 

part  of  the  alimentary  canal ;  and  he  recog-  1  say  practitioners  do  act  more  on  general 
nixes  in  the  remedies  employed  means  which,  ideas  of  disease  than  on  their  knowledge  of 
by  increasing  the  secretions,  relieve  the  con-  particular  diseases.  They  feel  the  pulse  and 
gestion ;  and  if  these  fail,  he  can  suggest  the  skin,  to  guide  them  in  the  use  of  blood- 
other  measures  which  he  knows  to  be  effica-  letting — whether  they  have  found  out  the  spe- 
cious in  removing  congestion,  and  restoring  cial  disease  or  not.  They  examine  the 
the  natural  secretions.  Again,  what  con-  tongue  and  inquire  as  to  the  state  of  the  eva- 
fuaon  in  diagnosis,  as  well  as  in  practice,  cuations,  to  guide  them  in  the  use  of  purga- 
has  arisen  from  comprehending,  under  the  tives,  under  whatever  complaint  the  patient 
specific  name  hyeteria,  the  most  opposite  labours.  They  consider  the  complexion  and 
and  most  varying  conditions,  merely  because  bodily  strength  in  connection  with  dietetic 
they  are  consorted  with  some  nervous  phe-  measures ;  and  the  chief  treatment  of  conva- 
nomena ;  so  that  this  word  becomes  almost  lescence  depends  on  rales  suggested  by  ge- 
synonymous  with  female  dieeaeee.  But,  neral  pathological  knowledge, 
pathologically  considered,  the  confusion  in  There  are  other  very  important  depart- 
diagnosis,  and,  in  some  measure,  the  per-  ments  of  medicine  which  are  comprehended 
plexity  in  regard  to  treatment,  cease.  In  in  general  pathology,  and  with  it  have  been 
one  group  of  such  cases,  the  pathologist  too  much  nctglect^ — I  mean  the  study  of  the 
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isanaes  of  disease,  and  their  modes  of  operat-  progress  of  the  coarse;  bat  I  will  adduce 
ing  on  the  liring  body  {etiology),  and  the  here  a  few  examples  of  a  prominent  kind, 
means  hj  which  they  may  be  avoided  or  Disease,  in  so  fiir  as  it  is  the  result  of  tnecha- 
coanteracted,  including  jtrophyUutia,  or  the  nical  change,  or  in  part  made  up  of  mecha- 
prevention  of  disease,  and  hygienict,  preser-  nical  elements,  may  be  properly  treated  by 
nation  of  health.  Neither  of  these  subjects  mechanical  means.  It  was  the  knowledge 
can  be  satisfactorily  comprehended  without  of  this  fact  which  led  Dr.  Amott  to  invent 
a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  elements  and  that  admirable  contrivance,  the  water-bed, 
laws  of  disease.  by  which  disease  is  often  prevented  and  re- 
Is  it  not,  tiierefore,  most  important  that  moved  ;  and  he  has  lately  made  another  ap- 
these  general  views,  which  are  so  practical  plication  of  physical  science  in  modes  of  ap- 
and  so  extensive  in  their  application,  should  plying  pressure  to  parts  with  such  equality 
be  well  founded  and  carefully  studied  ?  Is  as  to  control  to  any  degree  the  circulation  of 
it  right  that  the  leading  doctrines  of  disease,  blood  through  them,  and  thus  to  relieve  pain, 
leading,  not  in  theory  but  in  practice,  should,  remove  congestion,  subdue  inflsmmsHon, 
as  hitherto,  be  left  to  be  picked  up  irregu-  heal  ulcers,  disperse  swellings,  and  arrest  the 
larly,  from  casual  retrospects  of  study  or  ex-  growth,  if  not  to  effect  the  removal,  of  tu- 
perienoe,  when  they  may  be  learnt  as  the  very  mors  and  other  morbid  productions.  Dis- 
gronndwork  of  practical  knowledge  ?  ease,  so  far  as  it  is  physical  in  its  nature  and 
What,  then,  is  this  general  pathology,  in  its  effects,  is  to  be  investigated  by  physi- 
which  we  extol  so  much  as  the  proper  foun-  cal  means.  Hence  the  advantage  of  acoustic 
dation  of  practical  medicine  ?  Let  us  flrst  science  in  assisting  os  in  diagnosis  of  internal 
state  what  it  is  not.  It  is  not  a  collection  of  disease,  and  of  optical  science  in  enabling  us 
hypotheses  hung  on  solitary  focts,  and  to  witness  the  minutiae  of  its  operations  and 
ingeniously  devised  to  explain  this  or  that  its  products.  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  the 
symptom,  or  the  modue  operandi  of  this  or  treatment  of  disease  is  in  some  instances 
that  remedy.  It  is  not  any  thing  floating  on  founded  on,  and  in  most  cases  guided  by, 
(I  can't  say  founded  on)  conjectural  notions  knowledge  tiius  obtained, 
in  anatomy  and  physiology,  such  as  the  ex-  As  an  example  of  improvements  in  suui- 
istence  and  circulation  of  a  nervous  fluid,  the  tomy  and  pAytiology  boiring  on  practical 
presiding  influence  of  the  ganglionic  system,  medicine,  I  may  mention  the  late  researches 
•r  the  vital  attractions  and  repulsions  of  the  on  the  nervous  system,  and  especially  those 
circulating  fluids ;  notions  which,  however  of  Dr.  Hall.  By  these,  much  that  before 
they  may  hereafter  be  substantiated,  are  at  was  unintelligible  in  diseases  of  the  nervous 
present  too  speculative  to  form  a  foundation  system  has  been  satisfactorily  explained,  and 
for  pathology.  Nor  is  it  a  partial  set  of  opi-  their  diagnosis  and  treatment  liaTe  received 
nions,  erected  on  one  only  of  the  many  pedi-  proportionate  aid.  Considerable  light  has 
ments  of  fact  on  which  the  science  of  medi-  been  thrown  on  diseases  of  the  liver  and  of 
dne  should  stand.  Healthy  anatomy,  phy-  the  heart,  by  recent  anatomical  and  physiolo- 
siology,  physics,  chemistry,  the  study  of  cU-  gical  investigations  of  these  organs, 
nical  medicine,  that  of  materia  medica,  mor-  The  aids  i2forded  by  ehemietry  to  the  ma- 
bid  anatomy — ^neither  of  these  alone  can  for-  teria  medica  have  been  long  acknowledged, 
nish  a  foundation  for  pathology — that  foun-  and  continue  to  increase ;  but  chemistry  is 
dation  must  be  fbrmed  by  all — the  foots  growing  in  importance  in  its  applications  to 
which  all  supply  constitute  the  material  of  every  Apartment  of  practical  medicine.  It 
which  it  is  boilt,  and  the  general  fitcts  or  laws  is  now  directly  usefol  in  the  diagnosis  and 
of  all  must  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  ar-  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs, 
rangementofthese  materials  in  the  construe-  It  furnishes  a  key  to  the  most  important 
tion  of  a  system  of  patholog]^*  rules  of  diet,  in  health  as  well  as  in  disease. 
Some  advancement  in  these  contributory  and  bids  fair  to  supply  much  that  is  wanting 
departments  is  necessary  before  the  work  in  explanation  of  th?  origin  of  many  maladies, 
can  be  begun,  and  it  is  because  they  haioe  and  the  most  direct  mode  of  preventing 
advanced  that  the  opportunity  is  afforded,  them.  It  is  through  the  aid  of  organic  che- 
Why  should  the  science  of  medicine  remain  mistry,  now  fst  advanced — advanced  too, 
In  a  state  of  powerless  infancy,  when  its  mem-  mainly,  by  the  labours  and  genius  of  an  il- 
bersare  progressiTely  acquiring  strength  and  lustrious  chemist  who  this  day  honours  us 
maturity  ?  Why  should  the  art  of  medidne  with  his  presence  (Professor  Liebig)-^that 
still  be  a  groping  about  in  blind  empiricism,  we  may  hope  that  experimental  physiolo- 
and  an  unintelligible  confusion  of  fisuits,  when  gists  and  riinln«l  observers  will  be  enabled 
science  even  now  can  afford  it  the  beginnings  to  solve  some  of  the  dark  problems  of  the 
of  light  and  of  order  ?  operation  of  medicines— «  subject  replete  with 
I  have  just  said  that  the  contributory  sd-  practical  importance,  yet  one  that  still  lies 
eooes  are  suffidently  advanced  to  be  generally  chiefly  in  the  region  of  conjecture, 
applicable  to  practical  medicine.  The  proofs  It  will  not  be  disputed  that  clinical  obeer* 
of  this  in  detail  will,  I  trust,  appear  m  the  wtHon  has  lately  done  much  lor  the  advance- 
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ment  of  the  science  of  medicine ;  and  this  not  these,  in  the  hope  that  some  among  yon  may 

only  because  it  is  the  test  by  which  (he  con-  be  induced  to  cultivate  ground  which  is  rich 

tributions  of  other  branches  are  tried,  but  in  promise  of  important  practical  results, 

also  because  in  itself  it  is  carried  on  with  the  Do  not  suppose,  because  I  Insist  strongly 

minuteness  and  precision  which  are  essential  on  general  pathology  being  the  proper  basis 

to  science.     This  precision  must  apply  not  of  practical  medicine,  that  this  will  lead  us 

only  to  the  modes  of  calculating  facts,  but  to  neglect  the  superstructure,  tpecial  patho- 

also  and  most  particularly  to  the  correct  de-  logy.    Individual  diseases  will  be  the  chief 

termination  and  classification  of  these  facts,  subjects  of  the  course,  occupying  100  out  of 

The  accuracy  of  counting  is  a  mere  facility  in  130  lectures ;  and  I  trust  that  their  details 

common  arithmetic.     The  accuracy  of  ob-  will  become  much  more  comprehensible  by 

serving  and  arranging  the  facts  to  be  count-  the  arrangement  into  which  general  patho- 

ed  is  the  higher  and  rarer  quality.     Both  are  logy  will  enable  us  to  distribute  them.     It 

required  in  the  prosecution  of  clinical  re-  is  because  I  feel  the  vast  importance  and 

search.  extent  of  our  knowledge  of  individual  dis- 

The  whole  department  of  practical  medi-  ease,  that  I  would  endeavour  to  introduce 
cine  teems  with  examples  of  the  benefits  you  to  it  from  the  most  advantageous  and 
which  it  has  derived  from  morbid  anatomy,  commanding  position,  and  that  position  is 
What  should  we  know  of  the  nature,  pro-  afforded  by  a  previous  acquaintance  with  the 
ducts,  and  tendencies  of  infiammations  and  general  features  of  disease.  In  fact,  indivi- 
other  diseases  which  alter  the  structure,  but  dual  diseases  are  like  the  leaves  and  boughs 
for  the  scalpel  revealing  them  to  our  very  of  the  tree  of  which  general  pathology  con- 
sight  and  touch  ?  The  minuteness  with  which  stitutes  the  trunk  and  great  branches — all 
it  (morbid  anatomy)  has  been  pursued  in  preserving  an  identity  and  connection,  yet 
connection  with  clinical  observation,  in  re-  each  portion  having  peculiarities  of  character 
gard  to  diseases  of  the  lungs,  heart,  liver,  which  require  separate  study.  Or  medicine 
kidneys,  and  alimentary  canal,  deserves  espe-  may  be  compared  to  a  great  edifice,  the 
cially  to  be  mentioned  as  the  great  source  of  foundation  and  great  entrances  of  whidi  re- 
our  improved  theory  and  practice  in  these  present  pathology,  which  generally  give  the 
complaints.  proper  approach  to  the  separate  rooms,  special 

It  is  not  a  general  or  supeHicial  know-  dis^ues.    To  some  of  these,  in  the  imperfect 

ledge  of  any  of  these  fundamental  sciences  state  of  the  structure,  there  may  be  acoesP 

that  will  avail  to  make  them  profitable  to  only  by  the  dark  back  ways  of  blind  experi- 

medicine.     It  is  where  their  facts  and  laws  ence,  which  there  must  not  be  neglected ; 

have  been  carefully  studied  io  relation  to  the  but  this  is  no  reason  for  making  these  dark 

living  body  that  the  advantage  has  become  back  ways  the  only  entrance, 

practical ;  and  this  study  has  in  many  in-  Throughout  our  examination  of  the  details 

stances  developed  new  phenomena,  which  of  disease,  we  shall  find  the  principles  of 

reflect  light  also  on  the  contributory  science,  general  pathology  continually  exemplified  ; 

The  application  of  hearing  to  the  distinction  and  through  these  principles  the  mind  can 

of  diseases  has  given  rise  to  a  more  intimate  master  the    details  to    an    extent  wholly 

knowledge  of  acoustic  science.     Some  of  the  unattainable  by  those  who  pursue  them  as 

most  interesting  facts  and  laws  of  organic  unconnected  matters  of  fact.     Those  who 

chemistry  haye  resulted  from  researches  in-  begin  the  study  of  practical  medicine  by  at- 

stituted  with  reference  to  the  investigation  of  tempting  to  learn  the  details  of  diseases,  are 

disease — as  for  example  those  of  Prout,  Woh-  like  those  who  would  endeavour  to  master  all 

ler,  and  Liebig.     In  regard  to  anatomy  and  the  facts  of  chemistry  without  any  knowledge 

physiology,  the  instances  are  abundant.   For  of  the  general  facts  or  laws  of  chemiod' 

example,  the  researches  of  Charles  Bell,  Fo-  action,  affinity  and  definite  proportions ;  yet 

Tille,  and  M.  Hall,  on  the  nervous  system,  even  in  practical  chemistry,   or  chemistry 

and  those  of  Astley  Cooper  on  the  testicle  applied  to  the  arts  and  manufactures,  the 

and  mamma,  were  conducted  with  express  most  extensive  and  important  services  have 

reference  to  diseases  of  these  organs,  and  been  obtained  from   these  very  principles, 

were  often  suggested  by  the  knowledge  pre-  applied  to  the  detaOs. 

viously  possessed  of  these  diseases.     In  this  But  in  treating  of  individual  diseases, 

respect  they  followed  John  Hunter,   who  although  we  shall  find  our  previous  patbo- 

throughout  his  anatomical  labours  had  an  logical  principles  of  great  use  in  explaining 

eye  to  pathology,  and  by  observing  disease,  and  simplifying  the  details,  we  are  not  to  be 

was  continually  guided  to  objects  for  thes^  tied  to  them  whensoever  experience  varies 

labours.  from  those  principles,  or  goes  beyond  them, 

So  we  shall  find,  as  we  proceed  to  the  — there,  experience  must  be  caiinefully  fol- 

details  of  pathology,  that  subjects  which  re-  lowed.     There  is  no  subject  in  which  this 

quire  furUier  research  are  continually  pre-  simple  statement  of'  fact  is  more  frequently 

sented  to  us  in  a  practicable  form ;  and  I  necessary  than  in  regard  to  the  modus  ope- 

shalL  take  occasion  to  point  out  some  of  randi  of  medidnes.    It  is  quite  true  that 
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nmy  cuHoua  specolationB  have  been  offerad  remedie«,  and  they  are  become  tronblesomely 
tm  this  subject.     In  fact,  it  aeems  to  be  qnite  inqnisitiTe ;  and  if  they  are  taken  in,  it  is  by 
the  hobby,  or  the  Pegasus,  of  a  yery  specu-  the  clever  quack,   who  is  ready  with  his 
lative  dass  of   men  who  call   themselTes  theories  and  persuasiTe  proportion  of  cures, 
practical.     These  can  tell  you  to  a  nicety  and  not  by  the  unsatisfactory  regular,  who 
how  mercury  cures  syphilis  ;   how  opium  examines  but  little,  and  cannot  explain  his 
causes  sleep ;  on  what  precise  parts  of  the  views  or  his  practice.     In  short,  the  public 
intestinal  tube  each  variety  of  purgative  acti,  look  for  what  they  have  a  right  to  expect, 
&c.     But  as  in  most  of  such  hypotheses  thoroughly  educated  practitioners,  who  prove 
there  is  much  more  of  fiuicy  than  of  fact  i  their  quaUfications  by  their  careful  method 
and  as  the  fancy,  if  erroneous,  may  be  mis-  of  investigating  disease,  the  clearness  with 
chievous  in  a  strictly  practical  matter,   I  which   they  give  their   opinions,   and  the 
shall  be  excused  if  I  prefer  giving  you  the  general  correctness  of  those  opinions, 
naked  matters  of  fact.  This,  then,  is  another  reason  for  thoroughly 
The  purpose  of  lectures  on  the  practice  of  availing  yourselves  of  practical  instruction, 
medicine  is  not  merely  to  convey  knowledge  especially  in  the  clinical  department.     The 
of  disease  and  its  treatment,  but  also   to  great  importance  of  this   department  has 
direct  the  mind  in  the  ways  of  using  thitf  occasioned  the  adoption  of  extended  measures 
knowledge,  and  of  acquuing  more.     Books  for  teaching  it.     I  trust  that  you  will  prove, 
will  supply  details  which  cannot  be  given  in  by  the  assiduity  and  success  of  your  prac- 
the  lectures ;  but  the  more  important  addi-  tical  studies,  that  the  College  has  not  adopted 
tiodal  source  of  information  \a  clinical  m-  these  means  in  vain ;   but  that,  as  in  the 
siruciion.    This  is  an  essential  part  of  the  preparatory  branches,  so  in  the  finishing  of 
teaching  of  practical  medicine.      It  is  its  your  medical  education,  you  will  obtain  that 
demonstrative  part,  and   is   essential,   not  high  standard  of  qualification  that  must  en- 
only  because,   like  ottxr  witnessed  pheno-  sure  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those 
mens,   it  appeals  to  the  senses,   but  also  among  whom  you  may  exercise  your  calling, 
because  it  is  necessary  to  practise   those  Gentlemen,  we    have  great  pleasure  in 
senses  in  the  examination  of  the  signs  of  meeting  you  again  for  the  session — those 
disease,  and  to  exercise  the  reasoning  powers  who  have  favoured  us  before,  as  old  friends  ; 
in  the  interpretation  of  those  signs,  and  in  new-comers  we  welcome  to  the  work ;  which, 
the  further  application  of  previously  acquired  although  arduous,  is  not  one  of  drudgery.    I 
knowledge.     As   general  pathology  is  the  almost  envy  the  pleasure,   in  young    and 
connecting   link    between   the    preparatory  ardent  minds,   of  rising  step  by   step  in 
studies  and  practical  medicine,  so  clinical  knowledge,  and  delighting  in  the  wonders 
instruction  is  the  step  between  the  knowledge  and  beauties  of  the  enlarging  view.     I  admit 
of  medicine  and  the  personal  application  of  that  the  ascent  is  arduous — that  it  requires 
that  knowledge  in  actual  practice.     I  need  hard   labour,    and    no    little     self-denial, 
not  say  that  each  of  these  is  most  necessary  But  is  there  no  compensation  in  the  delight 
to  the  formation  of  a  good  practitioner :  but  of   acquiring    knowledge    and    intellectual 
there  are  especial  reasons  why  clinical  study,  power  ?     No  gratification  in  learning  and 
connected  with  the  practice  of  medicine,  is  contemplating  the  intricate  beauties  of  the 
more  indispensable  now  than  it  ever  was.  most  perfect  part  of  the  creation  ?     Is  there 
In  former  days  medicine  was  little  more  than  no  moral  and  religious  good  to  our  own 
a  matter  of  routine,  ahd  the  examination  of  a  minds  in  tracing  out  and  unveiling  its  frail - 
patient  was  summed  up  in  feeling  the  pulse,  ties,    weakness,    decay,    and  death  ?      No 
looking  at  the  tongue,   and  asking  a  few  satisfaction  in  learning  of  means  which  a 
questions  as  to  the  feelings  and  functions.  Gracious  Providence  supplies  for  preventing 
and  this  was  often  done  for  the  sake  more  of  and  removing  the  ills  which  flesh  is  heir  to ; 
form  than  of  information ;  for  the  pills  and  ^  for  relief  of  pain,  suffering,  and  weakness, 
draughts  were  much  the  same  in  most  cases,  and  restoration  of    health  and  strength  ? 
This  was  little  better  than  quackery,  and  re-  And  if  from  present  studies  you  carry  your 
quired  no  great  preparatory  study.    That  it  anticipations  onwards  to  their  fifial  object  in 
sometimes  succeeded  to  win  the  favour  of  the  practice — under  heaven,  yourselves  to  ease 
public  is  not  surprising,  seeing  that  quackery  suflfering  humanity,  and  to  invigorate  and 
often  had  a  similar  or  greater  success.    Then  prolong  life — is  tiie  pursuit  less  noble,  or 
the  ignorant'^practitioner  could  disguise  his  less  worthy  of  your  highest  thought  ?     Need 
emptiness  by  a  cloak  of  mybtery,  and  a  so-  I  say  more  for  the  intellectual  and  moral 
lemnity  of  manner,    and  could    command  greatness  of  our  art  ? 
confidence  by  dropping  a  hint  about  his  ex-  Is  a  study   noble  in  proportion  to  the 
perience,  tact,  and  intuitive  perception  of  breadth,  and  depth,   and  diversity   of  the 
disease.     But,  ignorant  as  people  still  are  in  knowledge  on  which  it  is  founded  ?     Then, 
medical  matters,  they  are  not  so  dull  as  to  be  think  of  medicine ;  how  she  levies  her  con- 
deceived  by  these  means.     They  have    a  tributions  from  every  branch  of  knowledge, 
smattering  of   physiology  and  the  use  of  The  human  body  exhibits  a  machinery  so 
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perfect,  thmt  the  meet  ildlfiil  mechanical  sargeonfl — ^their  managsment  of  hospitals, 
pUloaopher  may  take  lesaona  from  atadying  and  the  generona  kindneBa  which  was  ex- 
it. It  contains  a  laboratoiy  so  diversified,  tended  to  the  sick  and  womided,  even  of  a 
and  chemical  proceasea  BO  subtle,  that  therein  hostile  nation — which  moved  them  with 
the  ability  of  the  moat  expert  chemiat  ia  far  aatoniahment,  and  excited  their  sympathy 
snrpasaed.  But  the  knowledge  of  the  atu-  and  regard.  These  were  aome  of  the  arte 
dent  of  medicine  must  go  beyond  that  of  the  of  peace  which  extorted  the  admiration  of 
mechanical  and  diemiod  philosopher.  He  an  enemy,  and  which  other  states  woold  do 
moat  stndy  those  vital  properties,  of  which  well  to  imitate." 

they  can  tell  him  nothing.  He  must  become  Bat  if  yon  would  see  the  moral  influence 
acquainted  with  the  attributes  of  life  ope-  of  medicine  depicted  in  its  liveliest  hues,  I 
rating  in  matter.  In  animal  generation,  would  ask  yon  to  contemplate  a  domestic 
nutrition,  growth,  aecretion,  motion,  and  scene:  ft  fiunily  whose  hearts  are  wnmg 
sensation ;  in  the  variations  of  these  pro-  with  a  dreadful  anxiety  for  one  vibrating 
cesses,  in  their  decay,  and  in  their  cessation,  between  life  and  death.  What  a  ministering 
which  is  death;  he  haa  a  complicated  study,  angd  does  the  physician  seem !  How  they 
peculiarly  his  own,  in  addition  to  thoae  of  a  watch  his  every  look  !  With  what  breath- 
more  elementary  nature.  He  has,  besides,  less  earnestness  do  they  hang  on  his  words  I 
to  contemplate  the  body  under  diaease,  and  and  those  words,  how  they  wing  themselves 
to  bring  to  his  aid  the  three  kingdoms  of  to  the  souls  of  the  hearer  for  sorrow  or  for 
nature,  and  almost  every  art  and  every  joy !  Yet  such  scenes  are  passing  daily  and 
science,  for  agents  and  mesne  to  counteract  hourly  in  every  class  of  society — in  the 
and  control  that  which  disturbs  its  well-  mansion  and  in  the  cottage  :  they  open  the 
being.  But  is  the  body  the  only  object  of  hearta  of  all ;  for  the  moral  influence  of 
hie  care  ?  No.  Mind  and  matter  are  too  medicine  is  bound  up  with  the  treasures  of 
closely  combined  to  be  studied  or  treated  life  and  health,  and  with  all  those  endearing 
apart.  To  medicine  alone  it  belongs  to  ties  that  make  these  treasures  doubly  pre- 
contemplate  and  to  treat  the  bntirb  m  ak —  cious.  Nay,  how  often,  with  the  hopes,  or 
PHTBtCAL,  If oftAL,  AND  iNTBLLBCTUAL.  fears,  of  a  blcssed  or  an  awftil  eternity ! 
What  can  I  say  more  of  the  inteUectnal  Do  not  think  me  too  enthusiastic,  nor 
greatness  of  our  art  ?  over-rathig  the  profession  you  have  chosen. 

Neither  shall  I  strain  your  thoughts  fcrto  Morally  and  intellectually  I  cannot  over-rate 

remind  you  of  its  moral  worth.     See  its  it:  and  now,  at  the  commencement  of  anew 

effect  on  masses  of  mankind,  displayed  in  epoch  of  your  studies,  when  toil  and  exer- 

the  progress  of   the    happy    discovery  of  tion  ai*e  required,  I  would  cheer  and  en- 

Jenner  1     See  how  even  barbarous  people  courage  you,  by  rtarfnding  and  convincing 

and  idoiatera,   Mussulmen,  Hindoos,  and  you  of  the  intrinsic  gratification  which  these 

Chineae,   respect  our  nation  only  for  tiie  studies  may  afford,  and  of  the  nobleness  of 

medical  aid  which  it  can  supply.     So  that  it  the  objects  for  which  they  prepare  you. 

has  happened  that  medidne  haa  become  the        It  ia  the  fashion  to  decry  our  profession 

handmaid  of  religion — a  bond  between  coun-  to  call  it  a  poor  profession ;  a  degraded  pro- 

triea,  a  peace-maker  between  nations.  fession.     If  it  be  poor  and  degraded,  is  that 

But  let  us  not  vaunt  ourselves.     Listen  the  fault  of  the  calling,  or  of  those  who 

to  one  who  speaks  of  our  art — and  that  one  practise  it ;  or  rather  of  those  who  should 

the  eloquent  ambassador  from  the  United  have  governed  and  protected  it  ?     Is  the  art 

States,  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett.     I  quote  of  healing  in  itself  less  noble,  because  its 

from  the  Times  of  the  day  before  yesterday,  practitionen,  unsupported  by  the  arm  of 

**  For  iHiat  was  that  which  constituted  the  civil  power,  and  too  often  unsustained  by  a 

chief  pride  and  glory  of  the  British  nation?  consciousness  of  their  own  dimity,  have  not 

They  had  heard  of  the  intercepted  letter  from  raised  it  to  the  place  in  society  which  it 

one  Chinese  chieftain  to  another ;  and  what  ought  to  hold  .>    Poor  it  may  be,  but  de- 

was  tike  diaracteristic  which  had  excited  the  graded  it  cannot,  shall  not  be,  so  long  as  its 

admiration  of  the  mandarin  of  a  great  and  foundation  is  soSence,  and  its  end  the  good 

important  empire,  reeling  at  the  time  under  of  mankind. 

the  blows  of  the  British  Government  ?    Waa  . 

it  the  military  proweaa  of  their  countrymen  ?  INSANITY  I N  WALES 

Was  it  the  steam-vessels  of  war  reachbig  

coasts  in  defiance  d  the  desolating  aimoom  ?  *~~~' 

Was  it    their  arms— their  artillery--their  ^  i^  StUtor  qf  ike  71me9, 

skill  of  engineering,  which  civilized  nations  Sia, — ^Your  pages  are  so  constantly  open  to 

now   brought  to    the    strategy    of    war  ?  the  exposure  of  erron  and  to  the  advocacy 

Was  it  this,  or  any  of  these,  which  had  of  the  cause  of  sufferen,  that  I  feel  assured 

struck  with  wonder,  and  awe,  and  admlra-  you  will  give  a  place  to  the  facts  herein 

tion,  the  barbarians  of  China  ?     No  !     It  stated ;  and  I  beg  you  to  use  them  aa  you 

was  the  humanity  of  British  physicians  and  tUnk  beat. 
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Daring  a  reoent  Yisit  to  the  northern  be  in  circalation  abandanoe  of  reports  and 
counties  of  Wales  I  sought  information  on  heart-rending  nnrratiyes.  Many  of  the  poor 
the  state  of  the  insane  poor — ^it  being  a  snb-  lunatics  would,  unavoidably,  be  under  se- 
ject  in  which  I  have  many  years  interested  vere  restrictions.  Some  would  be  deemdl 
myself.  I  found  in  the  counties  of  Anglesea,  unsafe  to  the  public  and  themselves  unless 
Carnarvon,  Denbigh,  Flint,  Merioneth,  and  securely  chained  to  the  waU  or  the  floor  of 
Montgomory,  containing  a  population  of  their  contracted  apartments.  Some  would 
396,254  souls  (195,721  males,  2000.533  fe-  be  thought  weU  enough  treated  if  confined  to 
males),  that  there  were  644  (306  males,358  fe-  a  chamber,  and  their  food  and  their  clothing 
males)  insane  persons  chargeable  to  the  differ-  supplied  to  them  through  some  narrow 
ent  parishes  within  those  countios  as  "lunatic  opening;  others  would  e^joy  the  outhouse 
paupers."  lUs  number,  when  compared  and  the  society  of  the  lower  animals.  loght 
with  the  population,  will  give  us  about  one  clothing  and  spare  diet  would  of  course  be 
pauper  lunatic  to  every  596  of  the  whole  prescribed  in  all  cases  as  proper  to  bring 
population — about  one  male  in  639,  and  one  down  the  high  state  of  mania,  and  those  who 
female  in  560.  The  number  of  the  insane  were  melancholic  and  depressed  would  be 
amongst  the  other  classes  could  not  be  as-  happy  indeed  if  left  to  their  own  wretched- 
certained ;  but,  from  the  many  I  was  in-  ness,  and  not  roused  up  to  shake  off"  their 
formed  of,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  in  nume-  lethargy  and  low  spirits.  Some  are  said  to 
rical  proportion  they  are  at  least  equal  to  enjoy  their  freedom,  and  to  roam  uncon- 
their  poorer  brethren  ;  making  a  frightful  trolled  about  the  country*,  and  such  must 
ezhiMtion  of  the  demented  amongst  our  occur  where  so  many  are  so  totally  unpro- 
Welch  neighbours.  tected. 

The  acloal  numbers  of  the  insane  poor  in  This  leads  to  a  most  curious  fact  in  Welch 
the  different  counties  were  said  to  be  as  economy.  I  was  assured,  again  and  again, 
follows :— >        ^     .    .  .  «  ..  ^<^^  there  was  not  in  the  whole  principality 

"  '  '"  a  lunatic  asylum,  either  public  or  private, 

charitable  or  speculative.  In  vain  I  sought 
onef,  and  to  this  fact  is  to  be  ascribed  that 
so  few  of  the  cases  are  placed  in  an  asylulu 
at  all.  Perhaps  the  greater  mercy  to  the 
indiriduals  themselves  would  have  consisted 
in  their  total  exemption  from  this,  and  in 
their  remaining  amongst  their  kindred  or 
664  their  countrymen. 

These  poor  creatures  were  distributed  and        So  few  of  the  lower  dass  of  the  Welch, 


PopolatioB. 

In  round  Nos. 

Anglesea .    .    60,890 
Carnarvon    .     81,068 
Denbigh.    .    89,291 
Flint  .     .     .     66,547 
Jtferionoth    .     39,238 
Itfontgomery     69,220 

92  or  1  in  553 
146  „  555 
105       „       850 

62  „  1,073 
101  „  388 
158       „       438 

of  in  the  following  manner  : —  except  some  in  towns  or  in  the  precincts  of 

MbL  Ften.  Tot  the  inns,  speak  English,  and  this  only  for  the 

6     13     19  in  English  lunatic  asylums.  purposes  of  commerce,  or  to  qualify  them- 

17     IS    32  in  Wc£;h  Union  Workhouses,  selves  for  the  duties  of  menial  servants,  and 

140  163  303  living  with  relatives.  not  to  an  extent  which  would  enable  them 

143  167  300  living  with  strangers,  or  more  to  comprehend  anything  higher,  —  whilst 

properly  **  farmed  out"  to  both  the  officers  and  servants  of  our  English 


306   356   664    these,  at  various  weekly  asylums,  and  the  Elnglish  public  too,  are 

sums,  according  to  the  degree  of  utility  they  equally  ignorant  of  the  Welch  language, — 

could  be  of  to  their  respective  masters.  that  when  the  poor  Wddiman  is  sent  to  an 

The  few  who  were  living  in  lunatic  asy-  English  asylum  he  is  submitted  to  the  most 

hims  cost  their  parishes,  on  an  average,  refined  of  modem  cruelties,  by  being  doomed 

about  12s.  per  week ;   those  in  the  Work-  to  an  imprisonment  amongst  strange  people, 

houses  sbout  2s.  3d. ;  those  with  the  rela-  and  an  association    with  his   feUow-men, 

tives  about  2s.  fid. ;  those  with  strangers  whom  he  is  prohibited  from  holding  com- 

abootSs.  2|d.    The  highest  sum  altowed  munion    with.      Nothing  can  exoMd    his 

to  a  relative  was  5s.  6d. ;  to  a  stranger^  misery :  himself  unable  to  communicate,  or 

7s.  per  week.      Several  were  stated  to  be  to    receive    communication ;    harassed  by 

provided  for  upon  the  handsome  allowance  wants  he  cannot  make  known,  and  appealed 

of  9d.  per  week ;  whilst  a  few  enjoyed  riches  to  by  sounds  he  cannot  comprehend,  he  be^ 

with  the  more  peculiar  sum  of  3d.  per  week.     > — 

A  return  which  is  now  being  made  to  the  •  See  a  letter  in  the  Lancet  for  June  3S,  1849, 

Poor  Law  Commissioners  will  hereafter  give  In  which  gross  enormities  of  this  Idnd  are  de- 

tiie  feed  connected  witii  tins  subject,  not  ^^^tSLT'''"^^  ^  ^^  neighbourhood  of 

only  for  the  counties  1  have  enumerated,  but  4.  gj^^  ^^  f^iove  wai  written,  I>r.  Frichard, 

for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  in  a  of  Bristol,  oneof  the  MetropclitaaCommissioners 

fuller  and  more  detaUed  form.  on  Lunacv,  has  informed  me,  that  there  is  a 

^7  «ua  m«rc  a«»u«i  i u™.  tanatic  aavlnm  near  Haverfordwest,  which  he  had 

It.will  b«  anticipated  tiiat,  witii  664  m-  ^,iied.    ft  is  quite  unknown  in  Nortii  Wales 

sane  people  thus  disposed  of,  there  should  and  elsewhere. 
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comes  irritable  and  inritaied ;  and  it  is  pro- 
verbial in  our  English  asyluma  that  the 
'*  Welchman  is  the  most  turbulent  patient 
wherever  he  happens  to  become  an  inmate." 
In  Tain  is  it  in  these  cases  that  the  profes- 
sional treatment  is  judicious  -  the  mortal 
humane — that  the  attendants  are  kind,  or 
locality  cheering:  suspicious  from  the  na- 
ture of  his  disease,  and  unconscious  of  the 
directions  given  him,  he  finds  himself  re- 
quired to  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the 
establishment,  which  differ  from  his  previous 
habits,  and  to  submit  to  discipline  for  his 
own  benefit,  and  he  assumes  a]l  this  to  be  so 
much  insult  and  unkindness  shown  to  him 
personally  ;  and  as  he  is  not  susceptible  of 
an  explanation  to  the  contrary,  he  resents 
them  with  violence,  and  opposes  them  on 
the  principle  of  self-defence.  Then,  again, 
as  he  cannot  be  approached  by  conversation, 
he  loses  those  great  advantages  which  in 
well  regulated  asylums  are  carried  to  a  great 
extent,  of  personal  communion  with  educated 
minds,  who  lead,  direct,  and  control  the 
wandering  spirit  of  the  lunatic,  and  bring  it 
back  by  insensible  degrees  to  his  own  guid; 
ance :  he  loses,  indeed,  all  the  advantages 
of  the  greatest  of  modern  improvements  in 
the  treatment  of  the  insane — judicious  con- 
versation with  properly  selecteid  persons.  It 
will  not  then  be  matter  of  surprise  if  the 
poor  Welchman,  after  having  undergone  this 
species  of  solitary  confinement  in  our  Eng- 
lish asylums,  should  leave  it  at  least  no  bet- 
ter, and  often  worse,  than  when  he  entered  it ; 
and  this,  I  believe,  is  usually  the  case. 

I  have  known  an  instance  of  an  individual 
becoming  master  of  himself  on  quitting  the 
control  of  those  whose  language  he  could  not 
comprehend,  and  who  previously  was  most 
violent  and  dangerous,  and  many  instances 
could  be  cited  of  tranquillity  occurring  on 
hearing  the  sound  of  his  native  tongue. 
The  effect  of  his  own  language  upon  the 
Welch  lunatic  I  had  lately  an  opportunity 
of  observing  in  two  cases,  neither  of  whom 
spoke  or  understood  English,  and  who  de- 
rived more  comfort  and  made  more  progress 
towards  recovery  through  an  occasional 
conversation  with  a  Welch  clergyman,  who 
conveyed  to  them  what  were  my  wishes  to- 
wards them,  than  by  all  the  other  means 
which  are  placed  at  my  command. 

In  much  the  same  situation  as  the  pauper 
is  the  Welchman  in  the  middle  class  of  life 
—who,  like  the  former,  rarely  speaks  or 
understands  English,  and  who,  if  .insanity 
overtakes  him,  must  be  banished  for  security- 
sake  amongst  foreigners,  or  be  maltreated 
by  his  well-disposed  friends  at  home. 

It  is  impossible  this  state  of  things  can  be 
known  :  or,  if  known,  in  feet,  be  estimated 
by  its  consequences ;  it  could  not  if  once 
appreciated  remain  as  a  blot  upon  Welch 
humanity  and  as  a  discredit  to  a  country 


renowned  throughout  the  world  for  its  pne* 
tical  benevolence.  To  give  it  publicity  t 
have  presumed  to  state  it. 

An  attempt,  I  have  the  gratification. to 
state,  is  making  In  the  county  of  Denbigh 
to  establish  an  asylum  either  to  be  main* 
tained  by  the  county  or  adjoining  counties 
under  the  9th  George  IV.,  or  to  be  built*  by 
voluntaryc  ontributions,  and  to  be  conducted 
upon  the  self-supporting  principle.  Either 
form  of  such  asylum  would  be  the  greatest 
blessing  to  the  Welch  lunatic,  who,  if  then 
separated  firom  his  kindred  and  deprived  for 
a  time  of  his  liberty,  would  yet  receive  ad- 
vice and  consolation  in  his  native  tongue  ; 
would  be  enabled  to  hold  communion  with  his 
fellow -men  ;  and  would  enjoy  that  privilege 
with  which  man  alone  is  endowed — the  gilt 
of  speech  and  the  delights  of  conversa- 
tion. 

Towards  such  an  asylum  mafiy  donations 
are  proffered,  amongst  them  a  munificent 
one  in  a  piece  of  land  of  about  20  acres, 
most  beautifully  sit«aated  for  the  site  of  an 
asylum,  and  which  cost  its  liberal  donor  about 
jL^fOOO.  With  such  a  beginning  the  es- 
tabUshment  must  succeed,  and  to  adl  others 
who  have  means,  and  to  every  Welchman , 
according  to  his  means,  I  would  presume  to 
say  **  Go  thou  and  do  likewise." 

Feeling  assured  that  the  nature  of  my  sub- 
ject will  be  in  itself  an  apology  for  my  in- 
trusion upon  the  public  and  yourself, 
I  beg  to  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Samuel  Hitch,  M.D. 

Resident  Physician  of  the  Lunatic  Asyhmi 
for  the  County  of  Oleucester. 

Glocester,  Sept.  15, 1843. 
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NOTICES. 

The  continuation  of  Dr.  Moore's  paper  is 
postponed  till  next  week,  owing  to  an  acci- 
dental but  unavoidable  circumstance. 

Our  correspondent  at  Bristol  is  informed, 
that  Dr.  Lee's  Lectures  will  be  oontinoed 
each  week. 
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LECTURES  Inferior  border  i«  thin,  and  gives  attachment 

to  the  sacro-sciatic  ligaments.     The  anterior 

®"  *"■  snrface  of  the  bone,  which  is  broad  at  the 

THEORY    AND    PRACTICE    OF  ^P^^^  V^^»  *n^  narrow  towards  the  apex, 

ibTTrhurTwov  presents  four  transverse  ridges,  formed  by 

MiUWiFJSKi,  the  ossification  of  the  cartilages  which  sepa- 

Delhered  m  the  Tkeaire  qfSt.  George' m  ^*^  ^^  J^"«»  o^  ^^  ^«^««-    -^'  the  ends 

HotnUal  these  ndges  there  are  four  pair  of  large 

^^    '  foramina  for  the  passage  of  the  anterior  sa- 

By  Robxrt  Lbb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  cral  nerves.     Both  these  sets  of  foramina 

communicate  with  the  sacral  canal,  which  ia 

curved  like  the  bone,  and  is  of  a  triangular 

Lecture  II.  form.     On  the  median  line,  behind  the  ca- 

qf  tht  Bone*,  Articulaiumt,  Dhmmaon;  ^'  i».»t"«ted  an  irregtilar  ridge,  formed  by 

imd  DueoMt,  rfthe  Female  Pelvie.  *«  "°""'J°^f^I  "^  "«">«»>«».  "j"'* 

correspond  with  the  spinous  processes  of  the 

It  la  necessary  to  commence  with  the  ana-  four  constituent  vertebrae.     At  the  base  of 

tomy  and  pathology  of  the  female  pelvis,  as  the  bone  there  are  also  two  regularly  formed 

the  process  of  delivery  cannot  be  under-  oblique  processes,  to  articulate  with  those  of 

stood,  nor  any  of  the  operations  of  mid-  the  last  lumbar  vertebra. 

wifery,  as  craniotomy,  induction  of  prema-  To  the  apex  or  inferior  extremity  of  the 

tare  labour,   and  turning,  performed  ;  the  sacrum  is  attached  the  09  coccygit^  which  is 

forceps  applied,  or  the  placenta  extracted,  of  a  pyramidal  form,  and  in  children  consists 

without  a  knowledge  of  the  pelvis,  both  in  of  three  or  four  small  spongy  bones,   the 

its  healthy  and  morbid  states.  bodies  of  as  many  rudimentary  vertebrae,  the 

The /yWvit  consists  of  the  ossainnominata,  uppermost  of  which  is  the  largest,  and  has 

the  sacrum,  and  the  coccyx.     The  sacrum  two  comua  or  emiaences  which  project  pos- 

and  coccyx  form  the  back  part  of  the  pelvis,  teriorly.     The  coccyx  is  flexible,  and  also 

the  ossa  innominata  its  sides  and  front.  moveable  backwards  upon  the  sacrum,  with 

The  taerum  ia   of  a  triangular  shape,  which  it  forms  an  obtuse  angle.      There  is 

smooth,  and  concave  on  the  anterior  surfaice,  a  thin  layer  of  fibro-cartilage  between  the 

and  convex  and  irr^;ular  behind.      Its  base  contiguous  ends  of  these  bones ;   and  this 

or  superior  surface  is  about  four  inches  in  articulation  ia  surrounded  with  a  capsular 

breadth,  and  the  central  part,  which  is  of  an  ligament.     An  anterior  ligament  is  placed 

oval  form,  corresponds  with  the  inferior  sur-  along  the  front  of  the  sacrum  and  coccyx, 

lice  of  the  body  of  the  last  lumbar  vertebra,  and  a  posterior  ligcment  behind. 

to  which  it  is  united  by  an  elastic  fibro-car-  EUicb  o«  tnnofntfui/tifii,  in  young  subjects, 

tilaginous  substance.     The  anterior  part  of  is  divided  into  three  separate  bones :  the 

this  substance  is  thicker  than  the  posterior,  ilium,  the  os  pubis,  and  the  ischium.     The 

to  that  these  bones  form  a  considerable  angle  t'/ium,  which  forms  the  upper  and  largest 

anteriorly,  which  is  called  the  promontory,  part  of  the  bone,  is  flat,  broad,  and  some- 

or  great  angle  of  the  sacrum.     From  this  on  what  triangular  in  its  shape.     Its  outer  sur- 

each  side  the  bone  expands,  and  is  inclined  face  is  convex  before  and  concave  posteriorly, 

outwards  to  the  sacro-iliac  symphysis.     The  The  inner  surface  of  the  bone,  named  the 

superior  lateral  surface  is  broad  and  irregu-  internal  iliac  fossa,  is  smooth  and  concave, 

lar,  to  articulate  with  the  ilia,  and  in  the  at  the  under  part  of  which  is  the  linea  inno- 

reoent  state  is  covered  with  cartilage.    The  minata,  forming  the  lateral  part«of  the  brim 
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of  the  pelvifl.     The  aaperior  convex  border  venting  a  sepantion  of  the  bonea.    Tlieee 

of  the  ilium  forma  the  crest  or  fpioe,  which  Iigamenta  extend  (rom  the  sacrnm  and  coccyx 

terminates  before,  in  the  anterior  and  snpe-  to  tiie  spinoos  process  and  taberosity  of  the 

rior  spinous  process.    A  little  bdow  this  is  ischium,  by  whidi  means  the  saero-sciatic 

sitaated  the  anterior  and  inferior  spinous  notch  b  converted  into  an  oval  foramen, 

process.    The  spine  of  the  iltam  terminates  through  the  upper  and  back  part  of  which 

behind,  in  the  two  corresponding  posterior  the  sciatic  nerve  passes  to  the  lower  extremity, 

spinous  processes,  below  the  latter  of  which  The  pelvis  is  divided  into  the  brim,  the 

is  the  sacro-sdatic  notch.    The  inferior  and  cavity,  and  the  outlet, 

outer  part  of  the  bone  forms  the  upper  and  The  5rim,  or  superior  aperture,  is  usoaOy 

back  part  of  the  acetabulum.  of  an  oral  form,  to  correspond  with  the 

The  099a  pviu  are  situated  at  the  inner  shape  of  the  foetal  head,    llie  distance  be- 

and  anterior  part  of  the  ossa  innominata.  tween  the  base  of  tlie  sacrum  and  symphysb 

Tlie  body  of  each  os  pubis  is  placed  trans-  pubis  is  usually  about  four  inches.    Thbi  ia 

versely  before  the  anterior  part  of  the  ilium,  called  the  conjugate  or  sacro-pubic,or  antero* 

The  upper  and  inner  part  of  the  bone  en-  posterior  diameter  of  the  brim.    Hie  long 

laiiges,  and  forms  t])e  crest  or  angle,  from  the  or  transverse  diameter,  which  crosses  this  at 

outer  and  fore  part  of  which  the  spine  ex-  right  angles,  extends  from  ilium  to  ilium, 

tends  horixontidly  backwards,  to  form,  with  and  usually  measures  about  five  inches.  Tlie 

a  similar  corresponding  ridge  in  the  ilium,  plane  of  Uie  brim  is  inclined  downward  and 

the  linea-ileo-pectinea.     The  inner  part  of  forward,  so  as  to  form  a  great  angle  with  the 

the  OS  pubis  becomes  narrower,  and  runs  spinal  column. 

downwards  to  join  the  ramus  of  the  isdiium,  The  outlet  of  the  pelvis  is  of  an  irr^[ular 

and  form  along  with  it  one  side  of  the  arch  of  quadrangular  form,  and  is  not  parallel  with 

the  pubes.  the  brim.    A  tine  drawn  from  the  inlbior 

llie  i9chium  forms  the  inferior  portion  of  border  of  the  symphysis  pubis  to  the  ex- 

the  OS  innominatum  and  of  the  acetabulum,  tremity  of  the  coccyx,  when  the  bone  ia 

The  body  of  the  bone  sends  off  the  spinous  pressed  back,  measures  five  inches.    Thb  ia 

process,  which  is  about  holfan  inch  in  length,  the  longest  diameter  of  the  outlet,  and  it 

and  projects  obliquely  downward  and  back-  crosses  at  right  angles  the  long  diameter  of 

ward,  and  gives  origin  to  the  innermost  the  brim.    Between  the  tuberosities  of  the 

sacro-sciatic  ligament.    The  lowest  portion  isohia  the  distance  is  about  four  inches, 

of  the  ischium,  which  is  thick  and  narrow,  Behind  the  symphysis  pubis  the  eamty  of 

terminates  in  the  tuberosity,  from  which,  on  the  pelvis  is  an  inch  and  a  half  m  depth ;  it 

the  inside,  the  smooth  plane  proceeds  ob-  is  three  inches  deep  on  the  sides,  and  about 

liquely  upward.     In  the  natural  situation  of  six  from  the  base  <^  the  sacrum  to  the  point 

the  ossa  ischii  their  planes  converge  to  the  of  the  coccyx.    A  line  drawn  throu^  the 

tuberosities,  and  this  has  an  influence  on  the  brim,  cavity,  and  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  equally 

foetal  head  in  labour  as  it  approaches  the  distant  at  all  points  from  its  sides,  represents 

outlet  of  the  pdvb.  the  am  of  the  pelvis.     In  the  living  body 

The  obturator,  or  thyroid  foramen,  in  the  it  is  impossible  to  determine  precisely  the 

anterior  part  of  the  pelvis,  is  formed  by  the  course  of  this  line,  and  it  is  sufficient,  in 

ischium  and  os  pubb.  practice,  to  know  that  the  pdvis  is  a  curved 

ilf^cff/a/toii«(/IAej»e/nt.— The  bones  of  canal,  and  that  whatever  passes  through  it 

the  pelvis  are  united  by  cartilages  and  liga-  must  follow  a  line  corresponding  with  the 

ments,  and  never  separate  during  labour,  or  curvature  of  the  sacrum.    The  head  of  the 

at  any  other  time,  so  long  as  they  continue  foetus  is  of  an  oval  shape,  and  it  usually 

in  a  healthy  state.    The  surface  of  each  os  measures  four  inches  from  the  forehead  to 

pubis  is  covered  at  the  symphysis  with  a  the  occiput,  and  three  between  the  parietal 

layer  of  cartihge,  and  between  these  two  protuberances.    In  natural  hbour  the  head 

layers  of  cartilage  an  elastic  fibrous  tissue  is  enten  the  brim  in  such  a  manner  that  its 

interposed,  which  prevents  their  separation  diameten  nearly  correspond  with  those  of 

from  one  another :  the  fibres  of  this  sub-  the  pelvis,  the  can  bemg  near  the  sacrum 

stance  pass  between  them  transversely.    I  and  pubes,  and  the  forehead  and  ocdput 

have  only  once  seen  a  small  cavity  between  placed  towards  the  aides  of  the  pelvis.    As 

the  cartilages  covering  the  bones  of  the  it  descends  through  the  cavity  to  the  outlet, 

pubes.     A  strong   ligament   is   stretehed  the  opposite  sides  of  the  head  are  pressed 

across  under  the  symphysis,  and  the  whole  agafaist  the  converging  planes  of  the  Ischla, 

articnUtion  is  surrounded  with  ligamentous  and  the  occiput  is  turned  so  as  to  present 

fibres.    The  articulating  snrfhees  of  the  ossa  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  and  the  forehead 

innominate  and  sacrum  are  covered  with  to  press  against  the  perineum  and  coccyx, 

cartilage,  and  have  corresponding  elevations  There  are  various  soft  parts  which  connect 

and  depressions.  Each  sacro»Ui«e  symphysis  the  uterine  organs,  bladder,  and  rectum,  with 

is  surronndejl  by  strong  Ugamentoos  bands,  the  bones  of  the  pdvis,  and  diminish  their 

and  the  ■Mfo-eotedc  Ugamcnte  assist  in  pre*  irregularities.    The  outlet  is  nearly  closed 
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by «  9eptiim  formed  of  parte  which  arechieflf  bones  of  the  extremities  irare  not  bent,  and 

mnseniar :  the  levator  ani  and  oooeygvi  maa-  there  was  not  the  atightest  external  appear* 

cles  form  the  saperior,  and  the  iphincter  ani,  kdqo  from  which  the  actual  condition  of  the 

transTenms  perinni,  and  constrictor  Tagin«,  pelvis  could  have  been  known  before  the 

the  inferior  plane  of  mnscles*    The  hemor-  labour  commenced.    It  took  place  on  the 

rhoidal  and  pudic  vessels  and  nerves,  with  22d  of  April,  1 836,  and  the  nates  presented 

adipose  and  cellular  membrane,  also  ooatri-  and  were  extracted  by  a  blunt  hook  passed 

bute  to  fiH  up  the  inferior  aperture  of  the  over  one  of  the  groins,  when  they  coidd  not 

pelvis,  ^^liis  septum  at  the  outlet  of  the  pass  by  the  natival  efforts.    The  trunk  and 

pelvis  is  pierced  by  the  urethra,  vagina,  and  upper  extremitiea  of  the  foetaa  were  drawn 

roBtum,  in  the  aneaisl  plane.    An  aponeu*  through  the  pelvia  without  much  difficulty, 

roais  arising  from  the  great  sciatic  ligament  but  the  head  remained  long  immoveably 

and  the  inner  edge  of  the  arch  of  the  pubes  fixed  above  the  brim :    the  perforator  was 

covers  the  inferior  surface  of  this  septum,  passed  up  to  the  occiput,  and  the  head 

In  the  living  body  the  paosi  museks,  with  opened  and  extracted  with  the  crotchet;  but 

the  iliac  blood-vessels,  extend    along   the  she  died  from  inflammation  of  the  uterine 

sndes  of  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  modi^  organs  and  ceUular  membrane  of  the  pelvia. 

ita  form.  Had  the  state  of  the  pelvis  been  known. 

In  infancy  the  pelvis  is  long  and  narrow,  premature  labour  should  have  been  induced, 
the  sacrum  is  slightly  curved,  and  the  trans*  DUioriUm  (if  ike  peMa /romrmal€C09i€on 
verae  diameter  of  the  brim  ia  shorter  than  or  molliiie9  omum. — ^When  the  bones  of  the 
the  saoro- pubic.  The  form  of  the  brim  and  pelvis  are  affected  with  this  divase,  they 
outlet  of  the  foetal  pelvis  is  preserved  become  so  soft  that  they  cannot  aupport  the 
through  the  whole  course  of  life  in  the  male,  weight  of  the  head,  trunk,  and  upper  extre* 
The  bonea  of  the  male  pelvis  are  stronger  mities.  The  qusntity  of  earthy  matter  in 
and  thicker  than  in  the  female,  the  cavity  is  them  is  much  diminished,  snd  their  in- 
less  capacioos,  and  the  pubie  arch  is  amaller.  temal  sfcrueture  is  often  completely  chsnged. 

DUetuea  qfthe  artiaUmiUmf  amd  (onet  ^  Within  a  thin  bony  layer  on  their  surfiioo 
ike  pelvis, — ^The  cartilsges  interposed  be-  there  hi  sometimes  contained  a  soft  bloody 
tween  the  ossa  pubis  and  the  sacrum  and  substance  of  a  dark  colour.  Thia  disease 
ilia,  may  become  softened,  or  be  destroyed  ooeurs  only  in  adults,  and  may  be  confined 
by  inflammation  and  ulceration,  like  fibro«  to  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  or  it  may  affect  at 
cartilage  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  the  the  same  time  the  vertebral  column  and  the 
bones  may  separate  and  become  moveable  on  long  bones  both  of  the  upper  and  lower  ex- 
each  other.  Thia  rarely  happens,  except  in  tremities.  In  some  caaes  the  bonea  of  the 
pregnant  or  puerperal  women ;  and  is  most  extremities  have  been  fractured  by  the  appU- 
frequently  one  of  the  remote  consequences  cation  of  a  slight  external  force,  or  by  the 
of  inflammation  of  the  veins,  abaprboits,  or  action  of  the  muscles  in  turning  the  body 
mnsctthur  coat  of  the  uterus.  round;  and  aa  the  disease  proceeds,  the  bonea 

Arrttt  (^  devel»pmeiiU, — In  some  women  of  the  sf^ne  and  extremitiea  have  become 
the  pelvis  is  not  developed  in  the  usual  bent,  and  an  extraordinary  degree  of  de- 
manner,  and  it  remains  small  through  life,  formity  end  shortening  haa  taken  place.  In 
though  not  distorted.  Ite  condition  is  very  one  case  the  trunk  of  the  body,  at  the  time 
different  fiY>m  what  it  is  in  chiklhood*  When  of  death,  measured  only  thirty-two  inches  in 
this  arrest  of  development  tskes  place  in  the  length ;  and  in  ano^er  eaae,  related  in 
pelvis,  even  though  the  foetal  head  should  Gooch's  Surgieal  Observations,  the  patient 
not  be  remaricably  large,  all  the  evil  conse-  waa  found  to  have  lost  two  feet  two  inches 
quences  which  usually  result  from  a  dispro*  of  her  natural  stature.    The  brim,  cavity, 

Srtion  between  the  head  and  pelvia  follow,  and  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  are  all  more  or  less 

r.  Shaw  attributes  this  interrupted  growth  changed  by  this  disease.    The  promontory 

and  defective .  capacity  of  the   pelvis    to  of  Um  sacrum  projects  unusually  forward, 

rickets ;  but  in  the  person  from  whom  this  and  encroaches  japon  the  short  diameter  of 

striking  specimen  [here  Dr.  Lee  showed  a  the  brim.    In  aome  cases  the  symphysis 

preparation]  of  the  disease  was  obtsined,  pubis  and  great  angle  of  the  sacrum  have 

there  was  no  bending  of  the  spine  or  cylin-  been  forced  within  an  inch  of  one  another, 

drical  bonea  of  the  extremities,  or  any  ap*  Sometimea  the  base  of  the  sacrum  is  presasd 

pearanoe  of  rickets  in  any  part  of  the  body,  down  by  the  weight  above  into  the  cavity  of 

The  brim  of  the  pelvis  is  of  an  oval  form,  the  pelvia,  and  the  last  himbar  vertebra 

and  measures  three  inches  from  the  promon-  comes  to  occupy  its  place.    The  lower  end 

tory  of  the  sacrum  to  the  symphysis  pubis,  of  the  sacrum  is  often  also  bent  upward,  and 

and  four  inches  and  a  half  in  the  transverse  the  long  diameter  of  the  outlet  proportionally 

diameter.    The  distance  between  the  tube-  diminidied.    The  heads  of  the  thigh  bones 

rosities  of  the  ischia  is  three  inches  and  a  press  the  sides  and  front  of  the  pelvis  inward 

quarter.    The  ossification  of  the  sacrum  and  and  backward,  towards  the  sacrum,  so  that 

ossa  innominata  is  very  imperfect.     The  the  <val  shape  of  the  brim  becomes  triangular 
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or  cordifonn.    Tlie  taberonties  of  the  ischia  ftiU  period,  having^  reftued  to  submit  to  the 

are  lometimea  pressed  together,  so  as  to  be  mdnctioii  of  premature  labour.    The  labour 

almost  in  contact,  and  Hm  arch  of  the  pubes  cootmued  upwards  of  thirty  hours  before 

so  contracted  that  it  cannot  be  said  to  exist,  the  oe  uteri  could  be  felt,  or  the  preaenting 

When  this  affection  has  commenced  in  part  ascertained ;   and  during  fi^en  hours 

the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  it  proceeds  with  it  appeared  extremely  probable  she  would 

greater  or  less  rapidity  till  the  high  degree  die  undeliTcred  if  we  did  not  perfonn  the 

of  distortion  is  produced  which  you  see  in  Csesarean  operation.     Tho  head  was  per* 

this  pelvis,  [here  a  preparation  was  exhibited]  forated  and  extracted,  but  with  still  greater 

and  in  some  of  these  casts,  taken  from  the  difficulty  than  in  her  prerious  labour.     She 

pelves  of  women  who  became  pregnant,  went  recovered  again,  in  spite  of  all  the  violence 

to  the  full  period,  and  died  after  they  were  that  had  been  employed  in  extrscting  the 

delivered  by  the  Cesarean  operation.    The  head,  as  if  it  had  been  an  easy  and  natural 

disease  runs  its  course  with  great  celerity  in  labour. 

some  cases;  in  others  the  softening  of  the  In  the  month  of  June  1833,  when  she 

bones  goes  on  for  several  years.    Tliis  hap-  vras  at  the  endof  thethird  month  of  her  next 

pened  in  the  instance  related  by  Sir  Chartos  pregnancy,  I  passed  up  this  slender  silver 

Bdl,  where  the  Cesarean  section  was  per-  catheter  [diewing  the  instrument]  into  the 

formed,  the  patient  having  been  repeatedly  uterus,  and  drew  off  the  liquor  amnii,  and 

pregnant,  and  as  the  diseise  advanced  greater  the  foetus  was    expelled  eight  days  after 

and  greater  difficulty  was  experienced  in  without  any  assistance,  and  she  recovered  as 

effecting  the  ddivery  in   each   successive  if  it  had  been  a  common  abortion.    On  (he 

labour,  until,  at  last,  the  dimensions  of  the  12th  Pebruary,  1833, 1 'induced  premature 

brim  of  the  pelvis  were  so  *«wi»ni«h«d  that  labour  in  the  same  patient  at  the  commence- 

it  was  found  impossible  to  deliver  the  child  ment  of  the  seventh  month  of  the  following 

by  craniotomy.     The    distance   from   the  pregnancy,  and    the  foetus  was    expelled 

sacrum  to  the   symphysis  pubis  did  not  without  asststanoe,  dead,  and  she  recovered 

exceed  an  indi,  and  there  was  not  sufficient  again  in  the  most  fiivounble  manner. 

space  on  either  side  of  the  pelvis  to  admit  On  the  19th  of  January,  1836,  wliett  she 

of  the  head  being  drawn  through  by  em-  vras  at  the  end  of  the  sizUi  month  of  preg- 

bryotomy,    even   if  it   could   heive   been  nancy,  I  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 

performed*  perforate  the  membranes ;  the  ergot  of  rye 

This  fatal  disesee  is  very  rarely  met  vrith  was  given,  but  it  c<»ipletely  fkil^  to  excite 

in  London.    Only  one  case  has  come  under  uterine  contractions.    Other  attempts  were 

my  observation,  and  fkom  its  history,  perhaps  made  to  bring  on  labour  during  the  two 

you  will  learn,  better  than  tnim  a  general  sueoeeding  months,  without  effect,  and  It  is 

description  of  the  disease,  its  early  symp-  probable  die  would  have  gone  to  the  foil 

toms,  and  the  changes  wUch  tske  plaoe  in  period  had  I  not,  in  the  meantime,  pro- 

the  pelvis  during  its  progress,  and  the  great  vided    myself  with   this   stiletted   probe- 

and   almost   insurmountable  difficulties  it  pointed  silver  catheter   [shewmg  the  in- 

presents  to  delivery  if   the  pregnancy  is  strument].    This  was  readily  passed  into 

allowed  to  go  on  to  the  end  of  the  idnth  the  uterus,  and  the  membranes  perforated 

month.  A  woman,  aged  30,  had  been  forty-  on  the  14th  March.    Labour  fcmowed  in  a 

eight  hours  in  labour,  with  her  fourth  child,  Ibw  days,  and  the  nates  presented.    When 

when  I  was  called  to  deliver  her,  on  the  17th  the  oe  uteri  was  sufficiently  dilated,  the 

of  January,   1830.    The  pelvis  was  very  point  of  the  crotchet  was  forced  through 

greatiy  distorted,  the  whole  head  of  the  the  anus  into  the  pelvis  of  tibe  foetus,  and 

child  was  above  die  brim,  and  the  orifice  of  fixed  upon  the  bones,  and  the  trunk  and 

the  uterus  was  not  m(Mre  than  half  dilated,  extremities  of  the  cfaUd  were  drawn  with 

The  pains  had  nearly  ceased,  and  she  was  great  difficulty  through  the  mother's  pelvis. 

completely  exhausted.    After  perforating  the  The  perforator  was  tiien  passed  up  to  the 

head,  three  houra  elapsed  before  I  sucCMded  occiput,  and  a  finee  opening  made  in  the  back 

in  extracting  it  with  the  crotchet,  and  not  till  part  of  the  skull,  and  tiie  head  extracted 

all  the  bones  had  been  literally  torn  to  pieces,  with  the  crotchet.    Several  houn  were  spent 

She  recovered  as  if  it  had  been  a  natural  la-  in  accomplishing  the  delivery,  and  she  died 

hour.  Shewa8anativeofManchester,'andhad  tiie  following  day,  with  vomiting  and  other 

spent  several  yean  in  one  of  the  cotton  menu-  symptoms  of  ruptored  uterus.     On  dissec- 

fittctories  of  that  town.     She  married  at  20,  tion,  I  found  the  muscular  coat  of  the  an- 

and  had  given  birth  to  three  children  at  the  terior  part  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus  deeply 

full  period  without  sssistanoe.    During  the  lacerated ;  the  brim  and  cavity  of  the  pelvis, 

fourth  pregnancy,  she  suflered  much  from  you  see,  [showing  the  preparation]  are  very 

pains  about  the  sacrum  and^ilia,  which  were  much  distorted.    The  last  lumbar  Tcrtebra 

supposed  to  be  rheumatic,  and  she  had  occupies  the  usual  sitoation  of  the  base  of 

become  unable  to  walk.     On  the  1 1th  July,  the  sacrum,  which  is  pressed  down  into  the 

1832,  tliiB  patient  was  again  in  labour  at  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  the  bones  of  the  pubes 
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have  been  ibrcad  together,  so  that  the  brim  and,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cases,  the  long 

has  a  triangular  shape.    On  the  left  side,  a  bones  of  the  extremities  are  likewise  aflfeoted, 

line  drawn  from  the  middle  of  the  last  lum-  and  sometimes,  also,  the  spine.    But  the 

bar  Yertebra  to  the  ilinm  behind  the  aoe-  spine  is  not  unfrequently  affected  both  with 

tabolum  measures  one  inch  and  a  half.     On  angular  and  lateral  curvature,  from  ulceration 

the  right  side,  a  corresponding  line  measures  of  the  vertebrsB  snd  cartilages,  where  the 

only  an  inch  and  a  quarter.    From  the  pelvis  remains  in  the  natural  state.   ,The 

middle  of  the  last  lumbar  vertebra  to  the  changes  produced  in  the  pelvis  by  rickets 

bones  of  the  pubes,  the  distance  is  an  inch  are  numerous,  and  do  not  differ  essentially 

and  three  quarters.      At   the    outlet    the  from  those  observed  in  malacosteon.     In 

tuberosities  are  only  three  or  four   lines  this  short  skeleton   [showing  a  specimen] 

Munder,  and  there  is  no  pubie  ardi.    The  tiie  head  is  remarkably  large,  the  long  bones 

lower  extremity  of  the  sacrum  and  cocc3rx  of  the  extremities  are  all  bent,  and  the  pelvis 

pass  horizontally  forward,  so  that  the  apex  is  precisely  in  the  same  condition  as  the 

of  the  coccyx  is  only  two  inches  and  a  quarter  pelvis  whidi  you  have  just  seen  distorted  by 

from  ttie  point  where  the  tuberosities  of  the  mollities  ossinm.    The  base  of  the  sacrum 

iadua  nearly  meet ;   the  bones  of  the  ex-  is  pressed  forward,  and  the  front  and  sides 

tremities  were  not  alTecied.                      *  of  the  pdvis  inward  and  backward,  so  as  to 

As  pregnancy  and  delivery  generally  aooele-  give  the  brim   a  triangular  shape.     The 

rate  the  progress  of  mollities  ossinm,  I  now  tuberosities  of  the  ischia  have  likewise  been 

think  it  would  have  been  better  practice,  in  pressed  into  contact,  and  the  arch  of  the 

this  case,  to  have  interrupted  the  pregnancy,  pubes  destroyed. 

or  indooed  abortion  in  the  course  of  the  IVere  is  another  form  of  distortion  of  the 

second  month,  which  could  ssfdy  have  been  pelvis  from  rickets  seen  in  other  pelves  and 

done  with  this  probe-pointed  instrument,  casts  upon  the  table.    The  brim  in  these  is 

had  I  possessed  it  at  the  time.  of  an  elliptical  shape,  and  the  tuberosities  of 

Where  the  pdvis  has  bem  fractured,  or  tlie  ischia,  instead    of    being   nearer  one 

the  brim,  cavity,  or  outlet,  is  much  obstructed  another  than  usual,  are  separated  to  a  greater 

by  exostoses,  it  would  also  be  proper  to  distance,  and  the  outlet  of  the  pelyis  appears 

induce  labour  at  an  early  period  of  preg-  enlarged.    Hie  sacrum,  in  most  of  these,  is 

nancy,  which  would  render  the  Ciesarean  nearly  straight  firom  the  base  to  the  apex. 

operatioD  unnecessary.  In  several,  the  distortion  is  greater  on  one 

In  some  systems  of  midwifery,  mstnt-  side  tban  the  other.     In  all,  the  distortion 

mcots  have  been  described  for  measuring  has  reached  a  certain  point,  and  then  appears 

the  dimensions  of  the  pelvis  in  the  living  to  have  ceased   to   increase,  unlike  what 

body,  and  representations  given  of  pelvi*  hqipens  when  the  pelvis  is  affected  with 

meters,  some  of  which  are  intended  to  be  malacosteon. 

applied,  like  a  pair  of  compasses,  to  the  The  regular  process  of  delivery  is  neoes- 

ontside  of  the  pelvis,  and  others  to  be  passed  sarily  interrupted  by  all  these  morbid  stetes 

within  it.    If  you  examine  this  pelvis  dis-  of  the  pelris.    When  the  distortion  of  the 

torted  by  malacosteon,  you  will  at  once  see  brim  is  sli^t,  the  head  is  usually  forced 

that  these  instrumenta  can  be  of  no  use  through  sfter  a  protracted  labour,  and  the 

whateTcr  in  practice :  the  bones  of  the  pubes  child  is  often  injured  from  the  pressure  it 

are  here  pressed  together,  so  that  the  pointe  has    sustained.    When    the    distortion    is 

of  a  pelvimeter,  applied  over  the  symphysis  greater,  the  head  becomes  arrested  in  the 

pobis  and  base  of  the  saenim,  would  indicate  brim,  and  cannot  pass  till  ite  volume  is 

a  space  in  the  short  diameter  of  the  brim  of  reduced :  and  where  the  distortion  is  in  a 

the  pelvis  about  two  indies  grsater  than  still  higher  degree,  tiie  hnd  of  the  child 

actnaUy  existe.  never  enten  the  brim,  however  long  the 

All  the  morbid  conditions  of  the  pdvis  labour  may  be  allowed  to  continue. 

can  be  ascertained  with  sufficient  precision  If  the  bones  of  the  extremities  are  not 

during  life  by  introducing  the  fore  finger  of  modi  bent,  and  the  pelvis  not  highly  dis- 

the  right  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  passing  torted,  we  are  seldom  consulted  until  the 

it  around  the  interior  of  the  pdvis.    If  the  foil  period  of  pregnancy  has  been  reached, 

point  of  the  finger  cannot  touch  the  pro-  and  the  person  has  been  long  in  labour, 

montory  of  the  sacrum,  there  is  little  or  no  The  ddivery  may  require  to  be  completed 

distortion  of  the  brim,  and  by  moving  the  with  the  perforator  and  crotebet,  and  the 

finger  from  sid^  to  side  and  backward,  it  dimensionsof  the  pdvis  are  then,  for  the  first 

wiU  readily  be  discovered  if  the  tuberosities  time,  ascertained.    In  a  subsequent  preg- 

of  the  isdiia  are  at  the  usual  distance  from  nancy,  it  becomes  necessary  to  induce  pre- 

each  otiier,  and  if  the  direction  of  the  sacrum  mature  labour  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  or 

and  coccyx  is  dtered.  seventh  qnd  a.  half  month — ^an  operation 

Di9iorHon  qf  the  pelvia  Jrom  rickeU. —  attended  with  little  danger  to  the  mother. 

The  softening  of  the  bones  of  the  pdvis  and  which  has  preserved  the  lives  of  many 

from  ricketeoocurfgenerdly  before  puberty,  children  which  ^would  otheprise  have  been 


70    RESEAtlCHES  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  AND  ARTERIES 

sBcriilcecl.  Even  in  a  first  preg;DaBC7,  when  period  antecedent  even  to  that  stated, 
it  te  known  that  the  pelvis  is  Tery  much  dis-  idiopathic  in  its  character,  not  conse- 
torted,  I  hold  it  justifiahle  to  indace  pre-  cntive  to  any  form  of  s|)ecific  in  flam- 
mature  labour,  mation  prevalent  in  the  system,  but 

probably  co-existent  with  inflammation 

RBSEaRCHBS  of  the  serous  membrane  of  the  lungs, 

ON  THE  or  abdominal  viscera,  which  inflamma- 

PATHOLOGY,  PHYSICAL  SIGNS,  tion,  unchecked  by  the  treatment  pur- 

AND  DIAGNOSIS,  sued,  progressed  gradually,  and  finally 

assumed  the  subacute  character  so  evi- 

niQT?AQP^    nv   THP    HPART    AND    dent  in  scvcral  parts  of  the  svstem. 
DISEASES    OF    THE    HEAKi    Aisii        j^  ^^     ^^^  ^^  ^^^  animal  economy 

ARTERIES,  are  the  eflects  of  inflammation,  varied 

IN  coKMccnoN  WITH  though  tiiey  be  in  their  forms,  more 

THE  SOUNDS  OP  THIS  ORGAN.       manifest  than  in  the  structures  of  the 

heart,  since,  m  the  ventncular  and 

By  T.  H.  Moorb,  A.B.  M.B.  T.C.D.  ftc.    auricular  psirietes  of  this  organ,  wt 

[Omcloded  from  p.  16.]  may  meet  with  the  intermediate  and 

extreme  degrees  of  hypertrophy  and 

The  accession  and  prqg^s  of    the    atrophy;  of  induration  and  softening 

symptoms,  the  physical  signs  fiirnished    of  all  tne  tissnes,  and  not  unfrequently 

by  auscultation,  and  the  pathological    in  the  muscular  parietes  of  the  same 

lesions  ascertained  in  the  post-mortem    cavity  there  are  presented  to  our  view 

examination,  institute  a  degree  of  rela-    pathological  alterations   diametrically 

tionshipbetween  the  preceding  case  and    opposed    In  the  left  ventricle  of  this 

one  published  in  the  Medical  Gazette   heart  an  opportunity  has  been  afforded 

for  June  25, 1841.    In  adopting  some    us  of  observing  the  change  of  colour; 

arrangement  in  our  inquines,  it  may    the  flabbiness ;  the  loss  of  tone ;  the 

possibly  be  attended  with  beneficial    partial  degeneration  of  the  muscular 

results  to  investigate —  structure ;    morbid  lesions  consequent 

First:  the  primary  causes  which  pre-    upon  a  subacute  inflammatory  action, 

disposed  to  the  formation  of  an  anen-    constituting   the    rudimentary   stage, 

rismal  diathesis  in  the  circulatory  srs-    and  bdng  introductory  to  the  formation 

tern  of  this  patient,  and  of  the  morbid    of  an  incipient  aneurism ;   in  whidi 

alterations  in  the  viscera  of  the  thoracic    circumscribed  space,  a  small  sacculated 

and  abdominal  cavities.  pouch,  composed  of  the  serous  and 

Second:  how  far  we  are  justified  in    muscular  structures  of  the  ventricle, 

asserting  that  this  aneurismal  diathesis    must  have  resulted,  from  the  enfeebled, 

is  capable  of  being  diagnosed ;  that  its    attenuated,  relaxed  condition  of  the 

recognition  is  dependent  upjon  and  cha-    fibres  j  from  their  inability  to  contract 

racterized  by  a  certain  train  of  symp-    energetically  in  unison  with  those  in 

toms  and  physical  signs.  the  viciziity  assisting  in  the  propulsion 

Third :  to  what  extent  we  are  war-    of  the  arterial  column  of  blood,  and 

ranted  in  deciding  upon  the  much-    from  the  inadequate  resistance  opposed 

controverted  question  of  the  muscula-    by  them  to  the  volume  of  the  circulat- 

rity  of  the   middle  coat  of   arteries,    ing  fluid  during  the  systolic  action  of 

referring  to  the  pathological  appear-    the  h^irt. 

ances  recorded  in  the  preceding  case.  To  the  same  source  we  may  trace 
and  those  observed  in  others,  in  many  the  predisposing  causes  of  the  lesions 
respects  similar^  as  the  basis  of  our  in  tne  arterial  tunics.  To  such  we 
judgment.  cannot  deny  a  susceptibility  to  be  at- 

In  the  history  obtained  on  the  p»-  tacked  by  the  acute,  subacute,  and 
tient's  admission  into  hosnital,  and  chronic  stages  of  inflammation :  nor 
from  the  symptoms  by  which  the  dis-  can  we  exempt  the  serous,  the  fibro- 
easc  was  ushered  in,  we  possess  sufli.  serous,  and  other  coats  of  these  vessels, 
cient  evidence  to  prove  that  the  primary  from  the  pathological  alterations,  so 
predisposing  causes  of  the  aneurismal  manifest  in  other  portions  of  the  sys- 
disease,  in  one  division  of  the  circula.  tem,  consequent  upon  this  inflammatory 
tory  system,  did  originate  in  an  acute  action,  whether  of  a  healthy  or  un- 
inflammatory  attack  of  the  serous  and  healthy  —  traumatic  or  atraumatic  — 
muscular  structures  of  the  heart  at  a    character. 
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It  now  devolres  opon  the  writer  to  ferent  arguments  for  the  existence  of 

advert  to  the  mnch-controverted  qaes-  the  pretended  muscular  contractility  of 

tion  of  the  muscularity  of  arteries ^a  artcncs,  which  have  been  adduced  from 

subject  of  the  highest  importance — one  comparative  and  pathological  anatomy, 

which  requires  to  be  approached  with  are  of  no  weight.  Not  merely,  however, 

caution,  and  treated  of  in  a  circumspect  are  the  arguments  for  the  muscularity 

manner,  when  involved  therein  there  of  arteries  without  grounds,  but  there 

are  the  opinions  of  the  most  eminent  are  also  counter  arguments  to  disprove 

British   and   continental    anatomists,  their   mtisciilarity.      Berzelius  justly 

physiologists,  and  pathologists ;  inas-  remarks,  that  the  strongest  galvanic 

much  as  this  question — so  long  at  issue^  and  electric   stimuli,   which  produce 

but   now   apparently  settled    by  the  contractions  in  all  true  muscular  stroc- 

positive  assertions  of  some,  and  the  tures,  excite  not  the  smallest  motion  in 

passive  acquiescence  of  others — ^mastbe  arteries.    Nysten  repeatedlv  instituted 

grappled  with  anew.    Previous  to  ex-  galvatric  experiments  on  the  aorta  of 

pressing  any  opitiion  on  this  subject,  1  criminals  just  beheaded,  but  did  not 

propose  to  extract,  for  the  perusal  and  perceive  the  slightest  contraction ;  nor 

information  of  the  reader,  such  portions  could  he  excite  any  contractions  in  the 

of  the  writings  of  others  as  have  direct  aorta  abdominalis  of  fishes  by  means  of 

reference  to  nie  subject.  galvanism.     Bichftt  and  We^meyer 

**  But  it  is  the  coat,  which  is  placed  performed  similar  experiments  with  the 

between  these  two,  that  properly  forms  same  results.    I  have  myself  made  fre- 

the  arteries.    It  is  dense,  close,  thick  quent    experiments,  with  the  aid  of 

in  proportion    to  the  calibre  of  the  galvanism,  to  determine  this  ouestion ; 

trunks;  yellowish;  sometimes  greyish ;  and  neither  in  frogs,  with  feeble  or 

composed  of  very  distinct  fibres,  ad-  powerful  degrees  of  galvanic  influence, 

^  liering  to  each  other,  easily  separable,  nor  in  mammalia — for  instance,  rabbits 

however;  disposed  in  concentric  layers,  — with  a  pile  of  from  sixty  to  eighty 

nearly  circular,  and  intimately  united  pairs  of  plates,  have  I  been  able  to 

externally  to  the  cellular  coat,  but  not  [>roduce  the  slightest  trace  of  contrac-' 

so  much  so  to  the  internal  membrane,  tion  of  the  arteries."-*M15ller's  Physio- 

Nonc  of  these  fibres  follow  a  longita-  iogy,  translated  by  Baly,  p.  232-3-5. 

dinal  direction.    They  do  not  at  all  *'  Hypertrophy  is  anouier  alteration 

appear  to  be  muscular,  but  form  what  to  whicn  the  middle  coat  is  often  liable : 

is  caHed  the  elastic  tissue.*' — KnoxU  when  in  this  state,  its  natural  organi- 

TransiatioH   of    Cloquet**    Anatmny,  Eation  becomes  much  more  amiarent : 

page  646.  the  yellow  fibrous  tissue  of  wmch  it  is 

Tlie  fibres  of  the  elastic  coat  of  arte-  composed  becomes  as  evident  in  the 

rieft  are  distin^shed  from  muscular  human  subject  as  it  is  iii  the  horse ; 

fibres  by  chemical  characters,  as  Ber-  InU  never  does  it  present  any  trace  of 

zelins  has  pmnted  ont.    The  muscular  muscvdar  fibre,  even  in  the  most  ex- 

snbstance  is  soft,  and  lax,  and  contains  treme  cases  of  hypertrophy." — AndraVs 

more  than  three-fourths  of  its  weight  Pathological    Anatomy,  translated  by 

of  water,  while  the  arterial  fibre  is  dry,  Townsend  and  West,  p.  374,  vol.  ii. 

and  very  elastic.    Muscular  substance  John  Hunter  has  expressed  himself 

has  the  same  chemical  properties  as  in  a  decided  manner  on  this  subject: 

fibrin >  of  the   blood;    is  soluble    in  iiis  opinion  is  comprised  in  the  foUow- 

acetic  acid,  with  difficulty  soluble  in  ing: — 

mineral    acids,  with  which  it  forms  "  Every  part  of  the  vascular  system 

compounds  difficult  of  solution ;  while  is  not  equally  endowed  with  muscles : 

the  arterial  fibre  is  insoluble  in  acetic  the  larg[er  vessels,  especially  the  arte- 

acid,  but  readily  soluble  in  mineral  ries,  being  chiefly  composed  of  elastic 

acids,  and  its  solution  is  precipitated  -sabstances,  whilst  many  parts  of  the 

neither   by  alkali  nor  ferro-cyanuret  emaller,  or  what  are  called  the  capillary 

of  potassium,  which  must  happen  if  Tessels,  appear  to  be  entirely  muscular." 
it   contained   fibrin.       Dr.   Hodgkin 

has  also  observed,  that  the  fibres  of  From  a  careful  examination  of  the 

the   middle   coat   of    arteries,   when  arterial  tunics  in  this  specimen,  and 

examined  by  the  microscope,  do  not  other  preparations  similarly  diseased, 

present  the  transverse  strice  which  are  I  feel  a  degreeofcotifidencc  in  protesting 

seeo^on  muscular  fibres,  &c.    The  dif-  against  their  assertions,  and  advocating 
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in  uneauivocal  terms  that  the  fibres  of  stantly  ceded,  however  reluctantly  it 
the  miadle  coat  of  the  lar^e  and  small  may  have  been  granted, 
sized  arteries,  be  their  calibre  what  it  Furthermore,  were  but  a  few  of  the 
may,  are  essentially  muscular ;  that  many  specimens  of  thoracic,  abdomi- 
they  possess  the  appearance,  the  ar-  nal,  and  other  aneurisms,  or  of  diseased 
rangement,  the  physical  and  chemical  arteries,  carefully  preserved  in  our 
properties,  and  are  subject  to  the  same  metropolitan  museums,  dissected  with 
pathological  lesions,  as  the  muscular  an  oroinary  degree  of  skill,  the  writer 
fibres  in  the  tubular  apparatus  of  the  ventures  to  affirm  that  it  is  more  than 
lun^,  and  the  fibres  in  the  different  probable  the  fibres  of  the  middle  coat 
divisions  of  the  tdimentary  canal ;  all  nave  become  so  much  hypertrophied, 
which  properties,  however  equivocal  so  remarkably  developed,  tnat  they  can 
anatomists,  physiologists,  and  chemists,  be  obviously  and  convincingly  demon- 
may  pronounce  them  to  be  in  the  sfrated  to  be  as  essentially  muscular  as 
healthy  condition  of  the  artery,  yet  are  the  fibres  of  the  bronchial  tubes  in 
rendered  so  manifest  in  the  pathological  chronic  bronchitis  with  dilatation  of 
lesions  to  which  these  vessels  are  sub-  the  bronchi,  and  those  of  the  alimen- 
ject,  that  they  are  more  than  sufficient  tary  canal  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
to  dissipate  our  doubts,  and  confirm  a  contraction  of  its  calibre, 
these  statements.  Who,  in  the  current  In  a  variety  of  pathological  lesions 
year,  would  have  the  hardihood  to  of  the  arterial  system,  the  preparations 
assert  that  the  bronchial  tubes  of  the  of  which  were  subjected  to  microscopic 
ternary,  quaternary,  or  septenary  order  examination,  the  formation  of  small 
of  bifurcation,  were  destitute  of  muscu-  circumscribed  accumulations  of  yellow* 
lar  fibres;  because  to  the  eye  of  the  ish.colouredi)articles  has  been  noticed, 
anatomist  they  are  often  invisible ;  by  varying  considerabl;^  in  size,  from  a 
the  hand  of  the  anatomist  they  fre-  pin's  point  to  the  circumference  of  a 
quentl^  cannot  be  traced ;  and  in  the  silver  penny ;  and  in  consistence,  fix>m 
analytical  experiments  of  the  chemist,  a  state  of  perfect  fluidity  to  that  of  thick 
they  may  be  found  deficient  in  that  cream,  collected  into  a  soft  pulp  or  pap, 
])roportionate  quantity  of  fibrine  en*  which,  when  washed  away,  an  eroded^ 
titling  them  to  rank  as  muscular?  Who  irregular,  jagged  depression  was  dis- 
is  that  physiologist,  be  his  expNeriments  tinctly  apparent :  the  continuity  of  the 
performed  with  the  most  exquisite  dex-  ^fibresof  the  middle  coat  being  intercept- 
terity,  who  has  succeeded  in  producing  ed,and,as  it  were,destroyed  by  ulceration, 
contractions  of  the  muscular  fibres  in  To  such  a  degree  had  this  destructive 
the  bronchial  tubes  by  the  electric  and  process  progressed,  that  the  external 
galvanic  stimuli,  even  though  he  em-  cellular  tunic  has  been  visible  under- 
ploj  triple  the  number  of  plates  with  neath,  and  when  held  to  the  light  was 
which  he  failed  when  experimenting  perfectly  diaphanous;  whilst  the  in- 
on  the  middle  coat  of  the  arterial  tubes  r  temal  lining  serous  membrane,  covering 
Far  be  it  from  me  tospeak  disparagingly  these  yellow-coloured  patches,  had  lost 
of  those  men  who  have  shed  such  lustre  much  of  its  natural  polish,  was  dis- 
in  the  several  departments  of  science  to  coloured,  hypertrophied,  rugous  on  its 
whichthey.have  devoted  their  energies:  surface,  in  many  places  thrown  into 
far  be  it  from  me  to  deprecate,  in  the  small  but  distinct  folds,  easily  separable 
slightest  degree,  the  accuracy  of  their  from  the  middle  coat ;  but  very  seldom 
experimentsand  the  correctness  of  their  have  I  seen  in  this  diseased  condition 
observations ;  but  in  asserting  that  the  of  the  arteiy  an  abrasion  of  its  surface ; 
fibres  of  the  middle  coat  of  arteries  are  whilst  a  complete  dissection  has  been 
as  essentially  muscular  as  those  of  ^e  performed  between  it,  and  the  middle 
bronchial  tubes  and  the  alimentary  coat,  by  the  process  of  suppuration, 
canal,  this  opposition  to  their  opinions,  which  had  originated  in,  was  confined 
and  advocacy  for  the  muscularity  of  to,  and  progressed  during  the  patient's 
arteries,  are  in  strict  conformity  with  life-time  amongst  the  muscular  fibres 
the  results  of  pathological  anatomy,  of  the  middle  coat, 
exhibiting  in  many  morbidpreparations  These  observations,  based  upon  the 
their  direction,  their  arrangement,  so  repeated  dissections  of  morbid  speci- 
remarkably  developed,  so  clearly  de-  mens  of  the  arterial  system  ma^  in 
monstrated,  that  our  acquiescence  in  the  General  Military  Hospital,  Phcenix 
the  reality  of  their  existence  is  in-  Park,  I  am  aware  are  at  variance  with 
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the    experience  of   Professor  Porter,  third  division  of  our  arrangement,  it 

His  remarks  on  this  subject  are  con-  remains  for  us  to  glance  at  tne  second, 

tained  in  the  subjoined  extract  from  the  and  consider  how  far  the  aneurismal 

valuable  work  on  Aneurism  lately  pub-  diathesis  which  prevailed  in  this  pa- 

lished : —  tient  was  capable  of  being  diagnosed. 

"The  lining  membrane,  covering  one  I  must  premise  that  the  data  upon 

of  these  spots,  becomes  soft,  and  soon  which  the  dia^osis  of  every  case  of 

exhibits  a  distinct  ulcer,  which  nro-  thoracic  aneurism  ought  to  be  based, 

ceeds  from  within,  eroding  the  miadle  should  be  derived  from  the  symptoms 

coat,  either  through  the  entire  thick-  and  physical  signs  furnished  by  the 

ness  to  the  celliuar,   which  is  then  oi^gans  of  circulation,    those  by    the 

easily  distended  to  the  aneurismal  sac,  venous  and  arterial  systems  in  parti- 

or  so  far  that  it  shall  be  likely  to  eiye  cular ;   from  the  symptoms  and  phy- 

way,  and  tear  under  a  trifling  shock' —  sical  signs  furnished  by  the  organs  of 

even  the  impulse  of  the  circulation." —  respiration ;  and  lastly,  from  thesymp- 

P.  43.  toms,  afforded  by  the  glandular  and 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  disease  nervous  systems,  in  connection  with 
was  pronounced  to  have  originated  in  the  previous  history, 
the  middle  coat,  by  the  depositions  of  In  the  case  of  true  circumscribed 
small  globules  of  lymph  in  the  sub-  consecutive  aneurism  of  the  ventricular 
stance  of  the  coat,  consequent  upon  the  parietes  already  recorded,  we  were  pre* 
irritated  and  inflamed  condition  of  its  vented  from  asserting  in  positive  terms 
structures.  These  globules  of  lymph  the  nracticability  of  its  being  diag- 
cohering  to  each  ouier,  formed  small,  nosed,  in  consequence  of  its  complicar 
circumscribed,  concrete  niasses  of  tion  with  a  permanently  patulous  con- 
fibrine,  adhering  to,  and  not  unfre-  dition  of  the  auriculo-ventricular  aper- 
Guently  imbedded  in,  the  substance  of  tures.  In  the  present  instance  we 
the  middle  coat :  their  organization  at  labour  under  a  similar  disadvantage : 
those  parts  was  progressive ;  their  the  probable  regurntation  of  the  ar- 
increase  of  size,  and  transition  from  terial  column  of  blood  being  chiefly 
a  semifluid,  tenacious  exudation  to  the  instrumental  in  the  production  of  the 
firm,  semitransparenty  resisting  force  physical  signs  reported,  more  in  con- 
being  commensurate  therewith.  In  sequence  of  the  msproportion  existing 
other  parts  there  was  a  total  arrest  in  l^etween  the  calibre  of  the  artery  ana 
the  organization  and  further  develop-  that  of  the  ventriculo-aortic  aperture, 
ment  of  these  deposits  of  coagulable  than  from  the  disorganized  state  of  the 
lymph,  firom  the  non-establishment  of  a  valvular  structures,  which  were  comp 
oistinct  and  separate  circulation  of  the  paratively  exempt  from  disease.  To 
vivifying  fluid.  The  vitality  of  these  the  observations  appended  to  the  fonner 
fibrinous  deposits  being  no  longer  case  no  important  addition  can  be 
maintained,  theattraction  of  the  lymph-  made ;  for  the  particulars  of  which  the 
globules  for  each  other  ceased ;  their  reader  is  referred  to  the  40th  number 
cohesion  could  no  longer  be  sustained :  of  the  Mbd.  Gazette,  N.  S.  1840-41. 
disruption  of  the  concrete  masses,  and  The  cavity  of  the  face  and  upper 
a  final  resolution  into  their  primitive  extremities,  which  formed  a  prominent 
globules,  ensued,  which,  from  their  feature  in  this  patient,  seems  attribu- 
change  of  colour,  from  their  appear-  table  to  a  partial  obstruction  in  the 
ance,  and  from  their  chemical  proper-  return  of  the  column  of  venous  blood : 
tics,  have  been  termed  pus-globules  or  this  obstruction  may  have  been  caused 
purulent  matter.  From  the  combined  by  the  displaced  and  partially  com- 
action  of  these  pus-j^lobules,  from  the  pressed  lung,  by  the  liquid  effusion  into 
eroding,  destructive  influence  they  ex-  the  pleural  cavity,  but  more  especially 
ercise  upon  the  surrounding  tissues,  by  tne  dilatation  of  the  ascending  and 
and,  principally,  from  a  defusiency  in  transverse  portions  of  the  aorta :  the 
the  vitality  of  tne  middle  tunic  itself,  a  extreme  turgescence  of  the  venous  sys*- 
disorganization  of  the  individual  coats  iem,  the  consequent  lividityof  the  face 
of  the  vessel,  such  as  has  been  de-  and  superior  extremities,  their  per- 
scribed,  progresses  in  some  with  ex-  sistence  and  increase  with  the  advance 
treme  rapidity,  in  others  with  compa-  of  the  disease,  have  proved  on  many 
rative  slowness.  occasions  most  valuable  auxiliaries  in 

Having  adverted   to  the  first  and  enabling  the  writer  to  suspect  the  in- 
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cipient  and  diagnose  the  more  ad-  thrilling,  twanging  vibration ;  the 
vanced  st^s  of  aortic  aneurism.  It  is  bounding,  jerking,  vibrating  pulsations 
a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  that  of  (he  arteries,  or  large  and  smtdl  ca- 
particular  emphasis  be  laid  on  the  si g^s  libre  ;  from  the  rushing,  whizzing 
furnished  by  the  venous  system,  when  murmur,  synchronous  with  the  pulse, 
we  reflect  upon  the  proximity  existing  the  ventricular  contraction,  and  the 
between  it  and  the  arterial  system,  the  propulsion  of  the  column  of  blood  into 
almost  certainty  of  its  exhibiting  at  an  the  vessels,  constituting  the  arterial 
early  period  of  the  disease  those  visible  first  sound ;  from  the  immediate  re- 
alterations,  the  effects  of  pressure,  ex*  placement  of  this  by  a  rctroceding 
ercised  by  lesions  in  the  coats  of  the  gentle-blowing  murmur,  rendering  ob- 
arterial  trunks.  scure  the  clear,    sharp,    well-denned 

To  exemplify    its   im^wrtanoe,  we  clack,  characteristic  of  the  arterial  se- 

need  only  refer  to  those  pathological  cond  sound ;  from  the  persistence  and 

specimens  of  lesions  of   the  arterial  regular  succession  of  these  ausculta- 

tube,  in  which  adhesion  has  taken  place  tory  signs,  in  connection  with  the  pre- 

between  the  cellular  coats  of  these  ves-  vious  history  and  existing  83rmptoms, 

sels ;  and  observe  the  thickened,  hy-  it  was  conjectured  that  regurgitation  of 

pertrophied  condition  of  the  venous  the  arterial  column  of  blood,  after  its 

tunics,  the  exudation  of  plastic  lymph  propulsion,  took  place  into  the  ven- 

on  its  internal  surface  of  recent  pr  tricle,  through  an  aperture  partially, 

chronic  date,  the  partial  or  complete  but  permanently  patulous,  not  so  much 

agglutination  of  the  opposed  sides,  the  ^om  ^sorganization  of  the  valvular 

perfect  or  imperfect  ooliteration  of  the  structures,  as  from  a  morbidly  dilated 

venous  trunk,  or  intersection  of  its  and  diseased  condition  of  the  coats  of 

cavityi  from  the  formation  of  a  fibrinous  the  ascending  and  transverse  divisions 

diaphragm,  or  transverse  fibrous  bands,  of  the  arch. 

dividing  it  into  two  or  more  distinct  In  connection  with  the  sabject  of 
compartments,  through  which,  as  aneurism,  the  following  case  may  be 
through  constricted  channels,  the  blood  adduced  as  illostrative  of  the  symptoms 
flows  slowly,  and  with  difficulty  regains  and  physical  signs  attendant  upon  the 
the  right  cavities  of  the  heart:  all  more  advanced  form  of  sacculated 
these  patholo^cal  changes  may  be  aneurism  of  the  abdominal  aorta, 
traced  to  the  irritation  and  inilamma-  ^  .  >.  t  « ,  .  . 
tion  «xcited  in  the  vein  from  ite  con-  Case.  —  Awmrum  of  the  abdominal 
nection  with  the  aneurismal  pouch,  «?''*»  tcrmiuattng  by  a  tramwrse 
which,  in  the  process  of  time,  from  its  ^^*'^  *'*  '*«  ^^{*  ^/  '««  ««<^.  «»<' 
increase  in  size  and  attenuation  of  ite  extravasation  of  b!ot,d  between  the 
parietes,  may  terminate  by  a  sudden  %«'^  V  *^  transvene  meso-colon^ 
rent,  and  establish  a  free  communica-  '*^  jmUating  uhdominal  tumor  ac- 
tion between  these  two  vessels,  and  an  companied  by  a  vibratory  thrill,  and 
intimate  commingling  of  the  advancing  entente  whizxing  murmur,  ^c. 
arterial  and  returning  venous  column  Richard  Sullivan,  a  private  in  the 
of  blood.  1 0th  Foot,  45  years  of  age,  of  strong 

Next  in  importance  may  be  men*-  muscular  frame,  admitted  into  the 
tioned  the  signs  fnmished  by  the  or-  General  Military  Hospital,  Phoenix 
gans  of  respiration  and  deglutition,  as  Park,  Feb.  28,  1842,  with  a  violently 
also  the  symptoms  proceeding  from  pulsating  tumor  situated  in  the  superior 
pressure  on  the  nervous  system ;  and  division  of  the  abdominal  cavity.  The 
an  overstretched  condition  of  the  mi-  surface  of  the  abdomen,  when  viewed 
Hute  terminating  and  anastomosing  horizontally,  presents  a  prominent  ful- 
filaments  of  the  cardiac  and  palmonary  ness,  well  defined,  circumscribed  in 
nerves.  In  this  patient's  case,  how<-  extent,  and  possessing  a  distinct  throb- 
ever,  tfhe  tholracic  complication  ren^  bing,  pulsating  appearance :  this  fnl- 
dered  of  less  value  those  symptoms  and  ncss  is  dependent  upon  a  large-sized 
signs,  which,  in  others,  have  proved  globular  tumor,  occupying  the  space 
most  valuable  auxiliaries  in  enabling  between  the  xiphoid  cartilage  and  the 
us  to  form  a  diagnosis.  umbilicns,  and  extending  into  the  right 

From  the  extent  of  the  cardiac  dul-  and  left  hyix)chondriac  regions,  which, 

ness ;  the  prolonged,  laboured,  and  dif-  when  grasped,  is  found  to  be  slightly 

fused   impulses  i   the  presence   of  a  moveable,  almost  fixed,  but  expanding 
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equablv,  with  lextremely  violent,  ener-  ihak  proportionate  degree  of  clearness 
getic  force,  so  that,  at  each  impulse,  observable  in  health, 
ihe  hands  are  repelled  by  an  irresistible        Uigtory.  —  His  occupation  as  shoe- 
viffonr,  and  carried  beyond  the  limits  maker  in  the    regiment,    and  con^e- 
oftfae  epigastric  and  umbilical  regions,  quently  the  constant  pressure  applied 
In  this  tmnor  are  two  distinct  ac*  to  the  epigastric  region,  are  considered 
tions,  the  expansiTc,  or  diastolic;  the  by  him  the  chief  causes  in  producing 
contractile,  or  systolic;  each  accompa-  the  present  disease.     In  the  month  of 
nied  by  vigorous  purriufi^,  thrilling  vi-  November,  he  distinctly  recollects  be^ 
brations,    uni/orm  in  their  intensity,  in|j  seised  with  a  violent  excruciating 
regular  in  their  snccsssion,  constant  in  pain   in  the  "  pit  of  the  stomach,^ 
iheir  presence,  but  more  prolon^d  as  whilst  stooping  over  his  work ;  and 
to  duration  in  the  former  than  m  the  from  this  perioa  he  has  been  frequently 
latter.    Over  whatever  part  of  the  tu-  troubled  with  cramps  and  colicky  pains. 
IBMT  the  stethoscope  is  placed,  the  head  At  Christmas  he  obtained  furlough  to 
of  the  auscultator  is  elevated  nith  a  visit  his  friends  in  the  south  of  Ireland, 
degree  of  force  quite  disagreeable  $  di-  but  was  not  at  the  time  aware  of  a  pul- 
rectiy  upwards,  if  applied  to  its  sum-  sating  tumor  in  the  abdomen.     His 
mit ;  outwards,  and  with  an  oscillatory  attention  was  drat  directed  to  it  six 
motion,  if  applied  to  its  sides  {  down-  weeks  since,  from  the  constant  throb- 
wards,  and  with  a  marked  degree  of  bing  pains,  slight  beatings,  and  flutter- 
resiliency,  if  applied  to  its  base.    Each  ings,  he  exiiertcnced  at  the  stomach, 
-diastolic  pulsation  of  this  globular  tu-  The  increase  in  the  size  of  the  tumor 
mor    is    preceded   and    accompanied  has  been  extremely  rapid  within  the 
1^  sn  ^extremely  loud  and  vigorous  last  three  weeks,  and  the  amount  of  his 
**  tbrammtng  buEz,"  or  whizzing  mur-  sufferings   proportionally    augmented, 
mor;  its  dumtion  coincides  with  the  The    bowels    nave   been  constipated 
rush  of  blood  through  4be  abdominal  from  the  commencement ;  obstinately 
aorta  into  the  aneurismal  sac,  is  syn-  so  of  late,  requiring  injections  and 
chronona  with  the  first  sound  of  the  strong  purgative  medicines  to  evacuate 
heart  in  the  cardiac  region,  and  pulse  them.    The  colicky  pains  and  cramps, 
felt  in  the  laiffe  arteries,  but  more  pro-  always  worse  during  the  constipated 
longed  than  either.     This,  which  may  state  of  his  bowels,  are  of  that  torturing 
be  aenominated  the  first  sound,  is  sue-  nature,   that  during  a  paroxysm   he 
ceeded  by  another,  dull,  and  undefined  writhes  in  the  bed,  and  screams  alond. 
in  character,  which,  though  synchro-  The  sensation  he  experiences  is,  in  his 
nous  with  the  heart's  second  sound,  descriptive  langua^re,  that  of  his  bowels 
possesses  not  the  shaip,  short,  clacking  bein^   coiled,    twisted,    knotted,    and 
character  so  peculiar  to  it.    This  buz-  rolled  together  into  a  mass.     These 
zing  murmur  can  be  detected  by  the  pains  are  felt  in  the  loins,  along  the 
ear,  without  the  aid  x>f  a  stethoscope,  vertebral  column,  and  every  part  of  the 
and  is  present  in  the  arterial  divisions  'abdomen.    The  pulse  is  full,  and  not 
below  the  umbilicus,  but  comparatively  accelerated ;   tongue   moist ;   appetite 
feeble  and  indistiTict.    In  the  iliac  and  good ;  no  thirst. 
femoral  arteries  thefre  exists  no  discre-       On  the  1  ith  March  he  sat  up  in  bed, 
|)ancy  ha  the  strength  of  their  pulsa-  gave  a  violent  scream,  exclaimed  he 
tions ;  the  normal  sounds  of  the  tho-  was  about  to  die,  and  in  less  than  three 
racic   and   abdominal    aorta   can   be  minutes  he  expired.     Some  relief  was 
traced  along  the^pine,  stranrarin  the  aflbrded  bytlie  administration  of  in- 
formet  than  the  latter,  bnt  free  from  jectiona  and  opiates  since  his  admis- 
the  bellows  murmur  'so  distinct  ante-  'sion. 

riorly ;  it  cannot  be  pronounced  to  Autopsy,  iwentu  kaurt  after  deaths — 
exist,  even  at  the  x>oint  where  the  The  sorface  of  tne  body  is  blanched ; 
aneurism  is  supposed  to  take  its  odgin.  countenance  not  distorted  ;  muscles 
Pressure  on  the  10th,  11th,  and  12th  extremely  rigid.  The  circumscribed 
dorsal  vertebree  occasions  severe  pain ;  prominent  tumor  described  during  life 
but  no  prominence  of  the  spinal  coiumn  is  no  longer  apparent.  After  throwing 
is  visible.  The  physical  signs  ante-  down  the  flap  of  abdominal  muscles, 
riorty  undergo  no  alteration  by  this  a  large  dark-coloured  coaffulum  was  ex- 
change of  position*  Heart's  action  posed,  occupying  two-thirds  of  the 
strong,  not  violent;  sounds  preserve    abdonrinal  cavity,  extending  across  the 
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epigastric  and  umbilical  regions  into  brane,  continued  from  ttie  artery  into 
the  right  and  left  lumbar.  This  coa*  the  sac.  The  coats  of  this  aneurismal 
gulum  was  contained  in  a  perfect  pouch  x^resent  various  degrees  of  den- 
serous  envelope,  so  that  on  its  anterior  sity,  their  thickness  being  more  appa^ 
and  posterior  surfaces  it  presented  the  rent  at  the  base  than  apex  of  the 
glistening  polished  appearance  peculiar  tumor,  whilst  an  extreme  de^ee  of 
to  serous  membranes.  In  a  more  ad-  attenuation  prevails  at  the  inferior 
vanced  stage  of  the  dissection,  it  was  part,  where  the  transverse  rent  has 
discovered  that  the  rent  in  the  sac  had  occurred.  When  first  seen,  it  waa 
occurred  opposite  to  the  division  of  the  blocked  up  bv  a  portion  of  the  fibrinous 
transverse  meso-colon,  into  the  supe-  coagulum  already  alluded  to.  The 
lior  or  ascending,  and  inferior  or  de-  density  of  the  external  cellular  coat  in 
scendin^,  lavers ;  the  blood  being  this  case  was  considerable.  From  the 
poured  into  tne  cavity  of  this  process  anterior  and  lateral  aspects  of  the  sac, 
of  the  peritoueum,  escaped  extravasa-  the  chief  branches  or  the  abdominal 
tion  into  the  cellular  tissue,  and  the  aorta,  for  the  supply  of  the  viscenii 
consequent  dissection  of  the  several  were  given  oS,  The  coeliac  axis,  set- 
organs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  aneurism,  perior  mesenteric,  and  renal  arteries. 
In  front  of  the  aneurismal  sac  lav  the  sprung  from  the  sac.  The  calibre  of 
stomach,  the  transverse  arch  of  the  some  of  these  vessels  was  dilated,  and 
colon,  the  pancreas,  a  portion  of  the  their  coats  thickened,  indurated,  and 
spleen;  and  firmly  adherent  to  the  discoloured.  The  iliac  arteries  were 
middle  and  inferior  divisions,  were  por-  healthy,  as  were  also  the  various  via- 
tions  of  the  jejunum  and  ileum  intes*  cera  in  the  abdomen, 
tines,  the  separation  of  which  reauired  The  cavities  of  the  heart  were  ex- 
the  use  of  the  scalpel.  The  semilunar  hausted  of  blood,  and  firmly  contracted, 
^nelions,  and  the  plexuses  of  nerves  On  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  left  ven- 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  sac,  were  to  a  tricle  a  circular  white  spot  was  noticed, 
certain  extent  compressed  during  the  the  pericardium  being  more  dense,  and 
dilatation  of  the  sac.  The  origm  of  partiall]^  corrugated.  No  disease  pre- 
the  aneurism  was  traced  by  sBtting  vailed  in  the  valvular  system.  The 
open  the  aorta  at  its  posterior  par^  internal  surface  of  the  aorta  presented 
and  was  observed  to  commence  nom  detached  patches  of  redness,  and  loss 
the  front  of  the  artery,  immediately  of  the  poushed  shining  appearance  so 
after  its  passage  between  the  crura  of  apparent  in  the  healthy  vessel ;  its 
the  diaphragm.  The  aperture  leading  coats,  also,  were  somewhat  increased  in 
into  the  sac  may  be  described  as  an  thickness ;  its  elasticity  was  retained, 
oval-shaped  longitudinal  slit,  measur-  Some  engorgement  of  the  posterior 
ing  one  mch  in  its  vertical  diameter,  parts  of  the  lungs,  with  adhesion  of  the 
and  from  three  to  four  lines  in  its  pleurse. 

transverse.  The  edges  are  rounded,  There  are  few  diseases  to  which  the 
smooth,  glistening,  and  rigid :  slightly  human  frame  is  subject  more  difficult 
puckered  at  the  comers.  The  hning  of  diagnosis,  more  involved  in  obscurity, 
membrane  of  the  artery  is  evidently  than  ue  incipient  stage  of  abdominal- 
continued  through  the  aperture  into  aneurism;  few  in  whicn,  by  the  process 
the  sac,  and  is  perfectly  free  from  a  of  remotion,  by  a  system  of  exclusion, 
breach  of  continuity  of  sur&ce.  and  with  the  valuable  aid  of  the  stetho- 
The  aneurismal  pouch  is  capable  of  scope,  we  fail  in  arriving  at  a  degree 
containing  a  large-sized  orange,  or  of  certainty  in  our  diagnosis  except  in 
globular  body,  from  two  to  three  inches  this :  but  when  we  reflect  on  the  ex- 
m  diameter,  and  is  partially  filled  with  tent  of  the  abdominal  cavity ;  the  num- 
fibrinous  coagula,  mixed  with  fluid  and  ber  of  solid  viscera  contained  therein ; 
recently  coagulated  blood,  collected  in  the  deep-seated  situation  of  this  vessel ; 
the  inferior  depending  portion.  The  the  vanety  of  vessels,  nerves,  solid  and 
internal  surface  of  the  sac  presents  dif-  hollow  viscera,  interposed  between  it 
ferent  shades  of  redness,  with  a  rough  and  the  surface  of  Uie  integuments; 
uneven  appearance,  produced  W  the  from  the  liability  of  disease  of  one 
greater  or  less  accumulation  of  fibrine  organ  simulating,  in  its  symptoms  and 
coating  the  interior ;  which,  when  re-  physical  signs,  those  of  anoAer,  we 
moved  by  the  scalpel  or  nail,  exposes  must  confess  that  the  most  skilful 
the  smooth,  pohshed,  glistemng  mem-  practitioners,    the    most    experienced 
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stethoscopists,  of  the   British,   Irish,  use  of  the  stethoscope  can  convince 

and  Continental  schools  of  medicine,  himself  of  the  presence  of  two  distinct, 

'have  been,  and  will  be,  baffled  in  their  separate,  well-defined  sounds  in  the 

di^;no8iB  of  this  disease.  arteries  of  large  and  small  calibre,  the 

Can  we,  in  the  history  and  symptoms  individual  recognition  of  which  is  much 

of  the  case,  discover  aught  by  which  facilitated  by  an  examination  of  the 

the  diagnosis  between  incipient  anen-  thoracic  and  abdominal  aorta,  from  the 

rism  ofChe  abdominal  aorta,  and  acute  greater  degree  of  perfection  in  which 

or  chronic  affection  of  the  viscera,  may  tney  exist,  and  tneir  true  character 

be  &cilitated  ?  Can  we,  by  an  examina-  being  more  readily  ascertained.     Of 

tion  of  the  abdomen,  detect  any  promi-  these,  the  one,  which  constitutes  the 

nenttumor,  isolate  any  particular  organ,  first  sound,  imparts  to  the  mind  the 

which  may  be  fixed  upon  as  the  seat  of  idea  of  being  comparatively  dull  and 

disease  P    Can  we  not,  in  fine,  by  the  prolonged ;  synchronous  with  the  first 

aid  of  auscultation,  point  out  a  series  soundof  the  neart,  and  varying  slightly 

of  physical  signs,  peculiarl)^  characte-  in  its  character,  according  to  the  ra- 

lifitic  of  lesions  of  the  arterial  tube  in  pidity  of  the  circulation.    This  sound 

their  early  stage  ?  Frequently  not.    In  nas  been  considered  to  orifi^nate  in  the 

the  present  state  of  our  information  on  propulsion  of  the  arterial  column  of 

this  subject  our  reply  must  be  in  the  blood  from  the  ventricle,  which,  in  its 

negative.  transit,  impinges  on  the  parietes  of  the 

In  a  paper  published  on  this  subject  arterial  vessels, 

in  the  fourteenth  volume  of  the  Duolin  Subsequent  to  this,  a'  clear,  sharp. 

Journal  ofMedical  Science,  Dr.  Corrigan  abrupt,  well-defined  clack,  constituting 

has  directed  the  attention  of  the  pro-  the  second  sound,  is  distinctly  audible, 

fession  to  a  mode  of  detecting  this  dis-  proportionably  loud  over  those  vessels 

ease  in  its  early  sta^pe,  by  substituting  possessing  the  lar|;e8t  calibre,  and  accu- 

the  horizontal  for  tne  erect  position,  rately  corresponding  in  character  with 

with  the  intent  to  remove  the  hydros-  that  neard  in  the  cardiac  region,  near 

tatic  pressure  of  the  arterial  column  of  the  base  of  the  heart,  and  hitherto 

blooa  on  the  parietes  of  the  sac,  and  considered  as  valvular  in  its  nature ; 

80  render  distinct,  ph^rsical  signs  pre-  the  validity  of  which  theory  I  purpose 

viously  inaudible.    Tms  suggestion  of  to  investigate  anew^,  and  subject  to  the 

Dr.  Corrigan  has  been  adopts  in  seve-  analytical  tests  of  pathological  anatomy, 

ral  patients ;  in  some  attended  with  the  That  a  perfect  knowledgje  of  these 

happiest  results,  in  others  failing  in  an  facts  is  of  the  highest  practical  import 

unacooontable  manner — the  presump-  may  be  illustrated  by  our  reverting  to 

dve  evidence  of  the  existence  of  an  the  subject  of  incipient  aneurism  of  the 

anenrism  bdng  as  cogent  in  the  latter  abdominal  aorta, 

as  in  the  former :  in  such  persons,  as  A  case  is  presented  for  our  inspec- 

well  as  in  those  subjected  to  the  experi-  tion  wherein  the  symptoms  are  of  that 

ment  bv  Dr.  Corrigan,  there  has  been  description  as  to  excite  our  suspicions, 

detectea,  after  the  free  evacuation  of  and  from   ne^ive  evidence  we  are 

the  bowels,  a  circumscribed  j^lobular  satisfied  that  disease  of  the  viscera  does 

pulsating  tumor,  of  greater  or  less  size,  not  exist.    If,  in  our  manual  and  ste- 

generally  situated  in  the  epi^tric  and  thoscopic  examinations,  we  notice  an 

umbilical  regions,  with  a  shght  lateral  unusual  degree  of  strength  in  the  pul- 

inclination.  sations  of  tne  aorta,  unaccompaniea  by 

Closely  allied  to  this  subject  is  one  abnormal  miinnurs,  and  unaffected  by 

which  embraces  the  consideration  of  change  of  position; — if,  in  the  course 

the  double  arterial  sound,  audible  in  of  the  artery,  we  observe  a  circum- 

aneurismal  lesions  of  these  vessels,  as  scribed  space,  over  which  the  normal 

an  additional  means  in  enabling  us  to  sounds  oi  the  artery  arepretematurally 

detect  the  incipient  stage  of  tiiis  dis-  clear,  unusually  well  denned — the  first 

ease:  but  previous  to  our  commenting  sound    abnormally    prolonged  —  the 

on  the  valuable  aid  afforded  by  this  second   sound    clearer,   sharper,  and 

physical  sign   in   the   abnormal,  we  more  distinct  than  in  any  other  portion 

ought,  for  many  reasons,  to  refer  first  of  the  arterial  tube ;  — if  the  pupations 

to  the  physical  signs  furnished  in  the  and  physical  signs  remain  stationary, 

normal  conditions  of  the  arterial  tubes,  or  become  daily  more  developed,  and 

Kvery  person  conversant  with  the  the    symptoms    persist,   despite    our 
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treatment,  but  cannot  be  traoed  to  aq  arc  more  extensively  heard,  but  th^ 
acute,  subacute,  or  chronic  affection  of  relative  proportion  between  the  dura* 
the   viscera; — under    these    circum-  tion  of  the  two  sounds  previously  ob« 
stances  we  are  justified  in  inferring  served  becomes  less  denned.    In  this 
that   a  lesion  of  the  arterial   tunics  stage  of  the  disease  there  are  no  im- 
exists,  and  an  ancurismal  pouch,  in  its  pulses  communicated  to  the  touch, — 
incipient  or  nidi  men  tary  stage,  h<i8  been  there  are  no  phenomena, — no  physical 
formed,  and  is  in  progress  of  enlarge-  signs  furnished  by  the  venous  circula- 
ment.    In  the  more  advanced  forms,  tion,  none  by  the  organs  of  respiration, 
phenomena  become  apparent,  and  phy-  none  by  those  of  deglutition ; — all  of 
sical  signs   developed,  which  render  which,  in  the  subsequent,  progressive, 
unequivocal    the    diagnosis   of    this  and    more  advanced  stages,  by  con. 
disease.  tributing  their  respective  quota,  render 
The    principles   to    which    I    am  the  diagnosis  of  ancurismal  lesions  of 
anxious    to    direct   attention,  and,  if  the  aorta  practicable  in  the  moderate 
possible,  establish,  may  be  more  fully  enlargement  of  the  sac,  and  prior  (o 
exemplified  by  a  reference  to  the  con-  the  rormation  of  a  pulsating  tumor 
dition  of  the  thoracic   aorta, — aneu-  externally.       That    tnis    appreciable 
rismal  lesions,  in  their  incipient  stage,  alteration  in  the  normal  artensU  sounds, 
being  involved  in  extreme  obscurity,  unaccompanied  bv  abnormal  murmurs, 
and  liable  to  be  mistaken  for,  or  con-  did  aid  materially  in  enabling  us  to 
founded  with,  other  diseases,  to  which  form  a  diagnosis,  and  were  not  iraa- 
they  bear  not  the   slightest  affinity,  p^inarjr  on  our  part,  nor  they  deceptive 
Thus,  in  two  or  three  patients,  who  m  their  indications,  was  proved  by  the 
had  been  under  treatment  for  several  subsequent  manifestation  of  symptoms, 
weeks,    and   were  pronounced  to  be  phenomena,  and  physical  signs,  which 
suffering  from  rheumatic  pains  in  the  rendered  unequivocal  the  existence  of 
neck  and  upper  extremities,  with  ano-  an  ancurismal  lesion  of  the  aorta, 
malous   symptoms  connected  with  a        In  the  progressive  dilatation  of  the 
morbid  state  of  the  pulmonary  tissue,  I  ancurismal  sac,  the  relative  proportion 
have  been  induced  to  declare  in  favour  previouslyobserved  to  be  maintained  bc- 
of  their  originating  in  an  ancurismal  tween  the  duration  of  the  first  and  the 
lesion  of  some  portion  of  the  arch  of  predominating  sharp  abrupt  clack  of 
the  aorta,  in  consequence  of  the  follow-  the  second  sound  is  in  a  great  degree 
in^  note  being  confirmed  by  daily  exa-  annulled,  the  first,  assuming  a  duller, 
mmation : — **  In  the  second  intercostal  more    prolonged    character,  —  which 
space  of  the  right  side,  about  half  an  chancy,  in  accordance  with  the  views 
inch  external  to  the  sternum,  is  a  clear,  already  stated,  may  be  explained  by 
sharp,  abrupt,  unusually  well-defined  the  propulsion  of  a  lareer  volume  of 
clack,  not  preceded  by  a  whizzing  mur-  blood  into  the  interior  of  the  sao,  and 
mur,  but  by  a  slight  prolongation  of  the  contact  of  its   particles    with  a 
the  arterial  first  sound,  which  deviates  greater  extent  of   surface  ;    in  some 
not  from  the  character  of  the  normal  cases   exempt  from   abnormal  vibra- 
sound  except  in  its  duration.    In  re-  tions,  in  others  presenting  a  variety  of 
moving  the  stethoscope  from  this  cir-  intonations,  from  the  finest  shade  of 
cumscribed  space,  the  distinctness  of  the  bellows-sound  to  the  most  intense 
these  sounds  graduallv  declines,  so  that  description  of  the  whizzing,  buzzing, 
they  can  scarcely  be  neard  to  the  left  thrumming  murmur.    The  correspond- 
of  the  sternum.    In  the  ^rdiac  region,  ing  alterations  in  the  character  of  the 
the  heart's  action  and  sounds  do  not  ancurismal  second  sound  proceed,  pari 
vary  from  those  of  a  healthy  organ,  the  patnt,  with  the  pathological  changes  in 
frequency  of  the  pulse  ranging  between  the  structures  of  the  arterial  tunics, 
80  and  S6.    The  second  sound  heard  the  middle  coat  in  particular,  and  con- 
within  the  limits  of  the  cardiac  region,  sist  in  a  diminution  of  the  clearness, 
and  at  the  base  of  the  heart,  possesses  sharpness,  abruptness,  of  its  charac- 
not  that  clear,  sharp,  abrupt  clack,  so  teristic  clack  j    its    distinctive  vibra- 
obvious  in  the  intercostal  space.    As  tions,  hitherto  so  obvious,  becoming 
soon  as  the  circulation    has  become  less  defined ;  its  occurrence  and  dura- 
accelerated  by  their  walking  quickly  tion  with  the  systolic  action  of  the  sac 
through  the  wards,  the  arterial  action  bcinff  more  prolonged,  in  proportion  as 
increases  in  energy ;  the  physical  signs  the  density  of  the  aneunsmal  sac  in- 
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creases,  as  the  hypertrophy  of  the  fibres  On  the  14lh  of  Ailgust  I  wm  flrst 

of  the  middle  coat  becomes  more  de-  called,  and  found  him  with  some  dark 

veloped,  and  as  the  accumulation  of  a  spots  on  his  tongue,  inside  of  cheeks, 

fibrinous  deposit  on  the  inner  surfece  hps,  and  a  few  over  the  body.    The 

of  the  sac  forms  the  successive  layers  bowels  bcihg  consUpated,  I  gave  cal<^ 

of  the  coagulum.                   '  wel  and  a  saline  aperient,  which  had 

These  facts,   and  the  observations  to  be  repeated, 

hitherto  recorded,  tend  to  estabUsh  the  I5th.— Skin  almost  covered  with  pe- 

theoiy,  that  the  second  round  is  esscn-  techiie,  varying  from  bright  red  to  pur- 

tially  arterial,-mainly  dependcntupon  plc  colour:  the  largest  n^rly  a  quarter 

and  principally  produced  by  the  action,  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  tongue,  gums, 

The  contractile  power  inherent  in  the  »nd  fauces,  same  as  yesterday;    the 

middle  tunic  of  the  arteries  of  large  ^P^i^'^^^/^^^^^.T'^^'^wrr^^ 

calibre,-the  semilunar  valves  bearing  surface  of  b<^y,  but  larger ;  J"*  exp^- 

the  saie  relation  to  the  second  sound  torated  blood  different  times  dunng  the 

as  the  auriculo-ventricular  valves  do  to  day;  pulse  112,  small;  hearts  action 

the  first,  vii.  their  structures  remaining  ftrong  5  tongue  covered  with  a  yellow- 

free  from  disease,  they  render  it  moil  ^^^  fur;    skm  hot;  breathing  quick, 

perfect;  by  being  diseased,  they  are  in-  appeme  very  moderate;  great  tliirst; 

Sumental  in  the  production  of  mur-  ^  spo^^"  conjunctiva  of  left  eye.    Or- 

murs  which   obscure  or  replace  the  dwert 

normal  arterial  sounds;  but  complete  Balneum  Tepid,  maneque  nocte. 

disorganization  of  their  stnictnres  may  9>  Acid.  Sulph.  Delut.  5j. ;  Aq.  DistiH. 

eidst  without  any  appreciable  alteration  3  vij.     M.  ft.  capt.  coch.  j.  panr.  ter 

in  the  character  of  tne  second  sound,  if  *^*®  ^  ^' 

the  coats  of  the  arteries  suffer  not  from  16th,  —  Petechice  are  of  different 
the  pathological  lesions  described.  shades;  spot  on  conjunctiva  larger, 
if  this  theory  prove  to  be  correct,  and  discharging  thin  pale  blood ;  pulse 
and  if  it  maintain  its  position  after  a  116,  small  and  nuick;  skin  hot;  urine 
scrutinizing  investigation  into  ite  pre-  scanty  and  muddy ;  passed  some  blood 
tensions,  it  must  refute  and  render  by  stool ;  tongue  less  loaded.  Ordered 
invalid  the  adopted  theory  of  the  day,  to  wear  a  shade  to  exclude  the  light 
which  pronounces  the  second  sound  to  from  the  eye,  and  bathe  it  occasionally 
be  valvular,  produced  by  the  reaction  with  tepid  milk  and  water.  . 
of  the  arterial  columns  of  blood  Cont.  Alia, 
tightening  the  semilular  valves  at  the  17th.— Petechia  going  through  the 
ventricular  diastole.  varied  shades  of  red,  purple,  and  yel- 
lowish  colour ;  conjunctiva  the  same ; 

PURPURA  HiEMORRHAGICA.  Suel'^bowSs"  r^pSTtS?! 

passed  a  pint  of  bloody  urine,  with  pain 

7h  ih€  Editor  fff  tke  Medical  Oazette.  fn  voiding;  expectorated  blood  different 

Si^  times  since  yesterday;  thin  blood  is 

'  discharged  from  the  right  nostril ;  no 

Should  the  following  case  of  purpura  appetite 

hiemorrhagica  be  considered  of  sufH-  '        ^    .^ 

cient  interest  to  merit  a  place  in  your  ^  ^,     ^^^^^       .y     p^^^  j^ 

valuable  journal,    an  eariy  insertion  *^  gr.  w.  ft.  PqIv.  Aper.  statim  aumcndus. 

wiU  much  obhge,  p^  ^cet.  Plumb,  gr.  iij.  ft.  P^ilv.  Mitte 

Your  obedient  servant,  i  capt.  unaa  poat  Pulv.  Aper.  h.  a.  et 

Thomas  Staintborpe,  ^^f,  mane. 

MerolwofthaJtoyalConejeofanjiM^  18th.— Petechia  much  the  same  as 

London,  and  licentiate  of  ApotUecanea'  *oi,«.     At  !,%,*...«».  i..ir^*  Ki***»;i*r 

Hall.  yesterday ;  a  pint  and  a  half  of  bloody 

Hexham,  Northranberland,  urine;  bowels  open  from  the  purgative  j 

Oct. «,  184J.  vomited  the  powders ;  skin  pale  and 

William  Hedley,  setat.  four  years,  a  clammy ;  pulse  124,  small  and  irregu- 

healthy-looking,  stout  boy.    Has  en-  lar ;   discharge  from  conjunctiva  san- 

joved  generally  good  health;  was  ob-  guino-purulent;  hemorrhage  from noe- 

served  for  some  days  to  be  dull,  lisUess,  tril  same  as  yesterday ;  very  restless. 

and  thirsty,  with  flushings  and  rigors.  The  bath  to  be  discontinued. 
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R  Aoet.   Pfaimbl,  gr.  iij. ;   PoIt.  Opii,  cabe  of 

gr.  tV-  ^  Pnl^-  ™*tt«  »«•  ^-  <»P-  i-                 ALBUMINOUS  URINE. 
8tiA  q.  q.  hori^.     Vin.  Rubrl.  Coch.  

Parr,  omni  horft. 

,^  ^      ^,    ,     ^      .,_....  T\>the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Oaiette. 

19th. — No  fresh  petechis  discovera- 
ble to-day;  twenty  ounces  of  bloody  °*"i 

urine ;   bowels  free ;   pulse  130,  very  As,  in  the  examination  of  albuminous 

irregular ;    other  symptoms  much  the  urine,  the  following  circumstances  had 

same,  but  appears  to  be  sinking.  never  been  previously  observed  by  me, 

Rep.  Vin.  et  Paly.  "^^  ^^  similar  might  mislead  a  person 

^^ ,      ^       ,     ,*  *  unaware  of  them,  the  following  prac- 

20th.— Passed  a  better  night  j  unne  tical  hints  as  to  the  quantity  of  acid 

increased  in  quantity,  with  less  propor-  ^^g^  ^^y  ^  worthy  your  notice. 

tion  of  blood ;  pulse  a  little  steadier  j        Finding,  on  headng  in  a  tube  with  a 

no  bleeding  firom  the  nostril,  fg^  drops  of  dilute  nitric  acid,  some 

Cont.  omnia.  highly  albuminous  urine,  that  became 

24th.— Has  improved  daily  since  last  J  ^^^^^  ™?9f  when  heated  by  iteelf,  and 

date  under  the  wine  and  acetate  of  lead,  from  which  was  thrown  down  a  most 

Many  of  the  spots  have  disappeared;  *^""^^^'  precipitate  on  addmon   of 

what  remain  are  diffused,  of  a  purple  ^^ndiluted  nitoc  acid,  that  it  did  not 

and  yellowish  colour ;  urine  contoina  a  coagulate,  but  became  only  gelatinous, 

Uttle  blood;    conjunctival    discharge  I  was  induced  to  examine  tlie  matter 

more  purulent;    pulse   116,  soft  and  ™^t7  ^^J^^^^k'.      ,         i.  .v-       . 
regula?;    lips  and   tongue   pale   and        If  to  two  fluid  drachms  of  this  unne 

e«anguine ;  bowels  open  from  an  ape-  *  ^'°P  ^^  J?^^,°^^^^"*f  °'*"^  »?*?  ^ 

rient yesterday.  f^^^>  l.\&^}  flocculent  precipitate 

^    -  %T.       «      1V.1         i.  .  V  .    J-  'alls,  which  IS  entirely  dissolved  on 

Cont.  Vin.  5  Rep.  Polv.  capt.  j.  bu  m  die.  gh^^j^j       ^^d  by  heat  the  fluid  coagu- 

30th. — ^The  symptoms  have  ^dually  lates;  but  if  six  or  eight  drops  be 

improved  since  last  date ;  unne  quite  added,  the  precipitate  is  likewise  dis- 

clear ;  complains  of  debility ;  appetite  solved,  while  the  fluid  remains  per- 

improving.  fectly  clear  on  boiling.    By  addition, 

Sept.  7tb. — Quite  well,  but  continues  however,  of  suflicient  ammonia  to  neu- 

weak.      «  tralize    the   acid,  coagulation  occurs, 

30th. — Enjoying  his  ordinary  health,  thoueh  not  as  perfectly  as  if  the  urine 

Remarks. —At  my  first  visit  the  case  had  been  heated  alone.   A  larger  quan- 

was  well  marked,  and  not  to  be  mis-  tity  of  the  dilute  acid  causes  me  entire 

taken.    The  treatment,  however,  had  and  permanent   precipitation   of  the 

no  beneficial  effect  until  the  acetate  of  albumen. 

lead  was  combined  with  opium.    The        Almost  similar  are  the  results  of  the 

lead  would  not  remain  on  the  stomach  admixture  of  dilute  nitric  acid  with 

by  itself.    On  the  17th  I  was  inclined  ovalbumen  and  healthy  urine  or  water ; 

to  bleed  from  the  arm ;  but  the  pulse,  also  with  the  serum  of  the  blood  and 

although  fuller,  did  not  indicate  such  healthv  urine.    On  boiling  some  drops 

treatment,  nor  was  the  heart's  action  at  of  acid  With  ovalbumen  and  water,  an 

all  strong  (as  we  sometimes  find  the  uniform  opalescent  jelly  is  formed,  but 

pulse  may  be  small  or  weak,  yet  the  no  coagulation  takes  place.  The  action 

heart's  action  strong  and  firm).    The  of  the  acid  on  a  mixture  of  one-third 

bath   was    discontinued,  because  the  serum  and  two-thirds  healthy  urine  is 

surface  remained  purple  after  it  was  precisely  similar  to  that  on  albuminous 

taken  on  the  morning  of  the   18th.  urine,  proving  the  source,  and  almost 

There  was  slight  tenderness  on  pres-  the  simply  physical  transudation,  of 

sure  over  the  right  kidney,  while  the  the  extraneous  matter, 
urine  was  mixed  with  blood.    Perhaps        The  dilute  acetic  and  oxalic  acids  do 

it  might  have  been  better  to  prescribe  not  impair   the   coagulability  of  the 

the  acetate  of  lead  and  opium  at  an  liquid,  while  neither  the  muriatic  nor 

earlier  stage  of  the  disease,  which  I  sulphuric  acids  precipitate  the  albumen 

would  do  were  I  to  meet  with  another  when  the  fluid  is  cold ;  whereas,  on 

case  of  purpura.  boiling  it  with  the  former,  an  opalescent 

uniform  jelly  results,  and  with  the  lat- 
ter acid  the  coagulation  is  not  prevented. 
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If  this  crude  notice  of  the  varying  assists  much  in  the  restoration  of  a 

action  of  the  acids  on  albuminous  ffui(u  sanative  action.     Only  diminish  the 

is  worthy  attention,  the  insertion  in  power  of  the  arteries  and  exhalents  be- 

your  journal  will  oblige,  sir,  low  the  natural  standard  in  such  injn- 

Your  obedient  servant,  ries,  and  you  deprive  the  limb  of  the 

John  S.  Bastrum.  means  of  reoairing  the  mischief,  and  too 

Gay  Street,  Bath,  frequently  bring  on  phlegmonous  in- 

Oct  7tb,  iS4a.  flammation  or  sphacelus^ 

By  this  statement  I  do  not  mean  to 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  TREAT-  condemn  the  necessity  of  general  de- 

MENT  OF  FRACTURES.  pletion  when  the  pulse  is  quick  and 

hard ;  but  I  feel  bold  in  asserting,  that 

«^  AM^   »j.-      XAX   -^^  J'    1  fy     MA  local  bleeding  by  leeches,  with  the  api 

To  ike  BdUarqftke  Mtdtcal  Gaieiie.  pUcation  of  coli  loUons,  prevente  tfie 

Sir,  well-doing  of  such  cases.     The  sole 

It  is  now  eight  years  (vide  Medical  use,  and  a  ^reat  one,  of  the  diffusible 

Gazette,  vol.  xiv.  p.  670)  since  I  first  stimuli,  is  m  great  weakness,  where 

advocated  the  necessity  of  attending  to  they  are  only  required  to  support  the 

the  keeping  up  the  action  and  tem-  system,  while  it  cannot  be  supported 

perature  of  the  cutaneous  structure  in  by  the  ordinary  durable  stimuli ;  and 

inflammation,  laceration,  or  contusion  after  the  excitement  is  so  far  restored 

of  the  cartilaginous,  ligamentous,  ten-  that  the  ordinary  supports  are  now  suf- 

dinous,  fibrous,  and  muscular  struc-  ficient  to  lay  aside  the  extraordinar}', 

tures  of  the  body,  and  since  J  also  the  continuance  of  which  would  be 

denounced  in  those  afi^ctions  the  ap-  hurtful,  and  to  manage  the  convales- 

plication  of  cold,  and  the  diminution  cent  and  restored  state  of  health  by  the 

of  power  by  means  of  local  bleeding  powers  employed  in  health.    When  the 

near  the  injured  part.    Experience  has  dififusible  are  continued  longer,  they 

fiilly  attested  the  many  advantages  of  are  equidly  hurtful,  and  a  cause  of  dis- 

hot  stimulating  applications ;  they  have  ease,  as  they  are  serviceable  when  dis- 

a  decided  preference  in  lessening  the  ease  requires  their  support ;  analogous 

suflTerings  of  the  patient ;  while,  on  the  to  wine,  they  bring  about  the  system, 

other  hand,  much  time  is  gained  in  in  a  weakened  state,  so  as  to  be  sustained 

restoring  the  reparative  action  of  the  by  its  natural  and  ordinary  supports ; 

parts,  notwithstandingthattumefection,  but  analogous  to  it  in  another  respect^ 

iedness,  and  swelling  of  the  cutaneous  when  the  strength  of  the  system  re- 

and  subcutaneous  structures  generally  auires  not  their  additional  stimulus, 

proceed  'with  great  activity  during  the  tney  carry  it  up  into  indirect  debilitv. 
first  four  days,  then  gradually  subside        We  must  bear  in  mind  the  remarxa- 

about  the  seventh  or  eighth  day,  leav-  ble  lowness  of  vitality  in  these  struc- 

ing  the  deep-seated  structures  compa-  tures.    A  cut  or  laceration  of  the  tendi- 

ratively  free  from  pain  either  on  mo-  nous  or  fibrous  structures  is  attended 

tion  or  pressure ;  and  the  truth  of  this  with  far  lees  serious  consequences  than 

will  appear  evident  on  reflection  of  the  a  false  position   that   distends  them, 

well-known  Hunterian  law,  that  no  two  The  natural  temperature  of  the  earti- 

inflammationscanexist  with  equal  force  laginous  and  tendinous  parts  is  very 

in  the  same  system  ;  the  one  will  miti-  low ;  for  in  general  the  degree  of  heat 

gjate  the  other.    Next,  we  must  con-  in  an  organ  is  proportionate  to  the 

eider  the  lowl^  organized  state  of  these  quantity  of  blood-vessels  it  receives, 

structures,  which  are  only  balanced  or  if  the  erroneous  systems  of  stvgery 

supported  in   their  normal  action  or  that  have  appeared  in  the  world  could 

temperature  by  the  power  of  the  exha-  be  reduced  to  any  general  point  of 

lent  vessels  of  the  skin.      Did  these  agreement,  it  would  oe  that  there  ist 

lower  structures  but  contain  onedrachm  not  a  mode  of  evacuation,  or  of  impo- 

of  blood  more  than  in  their  normal  con-  verishing  the  several  parts  of  the  vas* 

dition,  the  result  would  be  inflamma-  cular  system  of  their  respective  fluids,, 

tion,  which  would  require  three  months  that  the  brains  of  practitioners  have  not 

at  least  to  effect  a  termination  by  rcso-  been  tortured  to  contrive  and  employ, 

lution.     It  is  a  fact,  that  excitement  of  forgetting  that  life  is  a  forced  state, 

the  arteries  in  the  vicinity  of  an  injury  that  atiimals  every  instant  of  time  tend 

776.— XXXI.  Gr 
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to  death.     A  Roman  poet  has  some*  ford^  vie.  Mr.  Tuekett,  of  the  Dread- 
where  said —  nought  Hospital  Ship,  and  Mr.  Alinson, . 

^   .  of  Woolwicn,  who  were  not  a  little 

"  Wine,  warmth,  and  love,  oar  vij^our  drain ;  cnmriRpH  tjn  Ret^  thp  hnnp  cnnKolidRtpd 

Yet  wine,  warmth,  love,  oar  life  soatain  "  surpnsctt  to  see  tne  oone  consoiioaiea. 

The  case  is  an  example  of  the  benefit 
We  are  apt  to  mistake  the  seat  of  of  country  air  and  good  diet  in  cases  of 
pain,  believing  it  to  be  in  the  lower  compound  fracture.  At  the  end  of. the 
structures,  when  in  truth  it  has  its  seat  tenth  week  the  patient  was  removed 
in  the  cutaneous  structure.  The  fol-  home,  a  distance  of  two  miles:  and 
lowing  case  will  afford  some  demon-  here  I  observe,  the  immense  difficulty 
stration  of  the  principles  I  have  endea-  of  restoring  the  lost  muscular  action, 
voured  to  establish : —  He  has  now  been  more  than  seven 
—  Meek,  aged  45  years,  fell  from  weeks  endeavouring,  by  the  use  of 
off  a  scaffold  twenty-five  feet  in  height,  friction  and  action,  to  regain  the  use 
andreceived  a  fracture  of  the  left  tempo-  of  the  limb.  Although  he  can  now 
ral  bone,  and  a  compound  comminuted  support  the  weight  of  nis  body  on  the 
fractureofthetibiaandfibula,one«third  leg,  yet  he  is  unable  to  walk  without 
from  the  knee-joint,  about  two  inches  the  assistance  of  a  crutch  and  stick, 
below  the  insertion  of  the  li^amentum  I  have  frequentlv  had  my  patients,  who 
patells.  The  nature  of  the  fracture  of  have  had  the  thigh  fractured,  walking 
the  leg,  with  the  injury  to  the  sur-  without  support  at  the  end  of  the 
rounding  parts,  would  have  induced  me  eighth  week.  When  the  muscles  have 
to  suggest  amputation,  had  not  the  ce-  been  kept  so  long  on  the  stretch,  or 
rebral  symptoms  manifested  a  fatal  passive  state,  there  is  much  difficulty 
tendency,  viz.  insensibiliW,  with  arte-  m  persuading  the  patient  to  use  all  his 
rial  bleeding  from  the  left  ear.  The  energies  in  ootaining  a  restorative  ac- 
upper  end  of  the  fractured  tibia  was  tion  of  the  muscles, 
spilt  and  splintered  at  least  one  inch  I  do  not  like  to  make  any  assertion 
and  a  halt  Having  removed  the  rough  without  proof;  but  I  cannot  help 
fragments,  I  reduced  the  fracture,  and  thinking  (and  it  is  my  intention  to  re- 
placed it  in  one  of  my  suspension  ap-  duce  it  to  practice  when  the  next  oppor* 
paratus,  as  described  in  the  twelfth  tunity  occurs)  that  galvanism  applied 
volume  of  the  Mbdical  Gazette^  Af-  moderately,  and  with  the  foot  or  hand 
ter  general  depletion  and  counter-  immersed  in  hot  water,  would  be  highly 
irritation,* the  cerebral  symptoms  gra-  beneficial  in  regaining  the  use  of  the 
dually  resumed  a  healthy  state,  about  suspended  power  of  a  limb.  I  beg 
the  third  week  from  the  time  of  the  leave  to  state  my  objection  to  the 
accident.  Until  the  eighth  day  the  straight  position  in  treatment  of  frac- 
leg  appeared  to  be  progressing  ra-  tures  of  the  thigh  and  leg.  From  the 
pidly,  the  ends  remaining  in  apposi-  commencement  of  my  surgical  life  I 
tion;  but  whether  owing  to  the  sacking  have  been  in  the  habit  of  placing 
of  the  bed  givine  way,  or  want  of  outer  fractured  limbs  in  such  a  position, 
support  to  tne  tnigh,  the  broken  end  that  the  fewest  muscles  are  rendered 
of  tne  upper  part  of  the  tibia  prmected,  tense.  In  fractures  of  the  thigh,  not- 
and  sphacelus  round  the  wound  com-  withstanding  the  apparent  simplicity 
menced.  Despite  of  adjustment  the  and  adaptability  of  Desault's  splint,  1 
end  still  protruded,  as  if  from  spasm,  am  practically  convinced  that  the  pa- 
I  again  took  off  a  large  portion  of  the  tient  who  is  treated  in  such  a  manner 
bone,  and  placed  the  leg  in  the  straight  loses  much  time  during  the  convales- 
position,  with  •  long  outer  splint  ex-  cent  stage.  The  bone  may  unite;  the 
tending  half  way  up  the  thigh,  which  limb  may  be  rendered  straight  by  its 
had  the  effect  of  readjustment  of  the  application ;  but,  on  a  fair  compari- 
fracture.  I  then  applied  a  hot  poultice  son  with  a  proper  double-inclined 
to  the  wound,  which  was  continued  plane  rightly  a^usted,  the  patient  will 
until  it  healed;  ordered  a  stimulating  suffer  far  less  pain  in  getting  the  limb 
diet,  with  meat,  &c.  accommodated  to  that  passive  form 
The  union  by  bone  took  place  at  the  than  by  the  extended  position.  Two 
end  of  the  seventh  week,  at  which  things,  therefore,  are  gained,  a  shorter 
time  the  case  was  seen  by  two  medical  duration  of  pain,  and  many  weeks  of 
friends  who  happened  to  be  at  Cray-  time  in  the  restoration  of  the  muscular 
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action  during  the  convaleacent  otogt  of  dalh.    Of  those  dying  of  what  are 

%  fracture.— I  am,  sir,  tenned  emrntiai  fevers,  observes  An- 

Your  obedient  servant,  dral,  the  8iiiall»  aBd«  more  frequently, 

John  Grantham.  the  large  intestines,  are  exempt  from 

Gmyfmrd,  Kent,  every  cnange.    Louis,  D^Lnas,  Cayol, 

^^^^^^^'  Martinet,  and    Bouiliaud,  all   record 

P.S. — ^The  splint  that  I  use  in  frac-  fatal  instancee  without  any  local  aflfeo- 

tures  of  the  upper  third  of  the  tibia  tion.    The  mucous  membrane  of  the 

extends  from  the  outer  malleolus  to  the  small  intestines,  writes  Louis,  in  one 

upper  third  of  the  os  femoris,  having  instance,  likewise  the  elliptic  plates  of 

n  ninge-ioint  opposite  the  outer  con-  the  ileum,  were  free  from  all  traces  of 

dyle  of  the  os  femoris.  J.  O.  alteration.    Bouiliaud  and  Chomel,  and 

others,  aver  that  the  digestive  tube  was 
perfectly  healthy;   ana  Alison,  Neu- 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS.  "J*?,*^*  Gerhard,  and  Lombard,  make 

similar  admissions.    Marks  of  gastric 

disease  are  far  less  frequent  than  the 

*«  L*Aatear  m  tve  k  »lloDff«r  ce  que  le  lectear  m  affirmations  of   Broussais,   Bouisseau, 

tne  k  abr^fer."-D'AL«MaB»T.  Roche,  Stokes,  and  others,  would  im- 

—  ply.    Commonly  there  is  no  departure 

n,§  Ml  J  .  H/r^j^  j«  #1-  n--^...-«  ™™  ^^c    healthy  state  ;    sometimes, 

Melhodu,  Me^Hdi;    «r,lkepe.er,f.  there  is  slight  discoloration,  occasionl 

Uon   and   Treatment  of   the  Prtn-  ^^     ^f^^f      ^^^  ulcemtion  of  the 

'i^  '^  wThVI'^m  pLw.f  M  ?.  inner  8urfe*e^   aUerations.    however, 

Frame.  By  Henrt  M'Cormac,  M.D.  ^^^  «^««««j  ♦'    j^.^^.   »^a\,^,^  «.,.,; 

Consulting  Physician  to  the  Belfast  ^!!  J^^Knn«  nf^^^^^  X" 

Hospital,  Ind  Professor  of  the  The-  7^?^  mdicaUons  of  inflammation.  Sof- 

«•„  d«^i^o^H-«^  «f  Mo^;J;r,^  T/^i;^  tening,in  particular,  would  seem  merely 

pL«?l^?^«^^n.tit„Hnn^^^  ^  cadlvcrirchangc  and  was  often  dl 

f2^Xn^nlir^^^    ^a  tected  by  Andml  without  the  least  evi. 

Longman,  Brown,  and  Co.    1842.  dence  during  Ufe  of  its  existence.    In 

A  VERT  great  mass  of  information  is  the  twenty-nrst  case  of  Chomel's  Cli- 
contained  in  this  volume — in  fact,  a  nique,  all  three  coats  of  the  stomach 
whole  system  of  medicine ;  but  it  is  were  ready  to  slough  out ;  and  a  pupil 
rather  too  much  condensed — too  much  having  placed  his  finger  on  the  black 
concentrated,  to  be  very  easy  of  diges-  spot,  an  aperture,  through  which  fluid 
don.  The  chapters  have  no  headings,  passed,  quickly  ehsued.  In  four  in- 
except  of  the  very  briefest  kind,  such  as  stances  by  Louis,  the  u  cers  did  not 
**  Fever — ^Typhus,"  and  the  index  is  penetrate  the  mucous  coat,  and  were 
little  more  than  a  list  of  diseases,  from  two  to  three  lines  in  diameter. 
These  circumstances  render  the  infor-  Alterations,  not  follicular,  of  the  large 
mation  it  contains  less  accessible  than  and  small  intestines,  are  not  numerous, 
is  desirable;  but  still  the  matter  is  A  reddish  tinge,  confined  to  the  mucous 
there,  and  in  great  abundance,  if  the  membrane,  or  extending  to  the  three 
reader  have  time  and  industry  to  seek  coats,  is  occasionally  visible,  even 
it  out.  From  this  account  it  will  be  through  the  peritoneum;  Chomelspeaks 
perceived  that  the  work  is  better  suited  of  sanguineous  infiltration  with  thick- 
for  the  advanced  student  than  the  be-  ening,  from  a  few  inches,  to  as  many 
ginner,  and  to  the  former  we  earnestly  feet,  confined  to  the  mucous  coat 
recommend  it,  as  he  will  find  the  facts  The  hue  varies  from  a  rose  colour  to  a 
which  have  been  made  out,  and  the  reddish  black,  and  fluid  may  be  ex- 
opinions  which  are  recorded,  by  almost  pressed  by  the  handle  of  the  scalpel, 
every  writer  on  the  different  branches  Blood,  however,  may  be  exhaled  apart 
ofmedicine  whose  sentiments  are  in  any  from  ulceration  or  erosion.  Softening 
degree  worth  knowing.  The  nature  d€  and  discoloration  are  not  confined  to 
the  work  admits  on^  of  an  opnion,  the  vicinitir  of  the  altered  plates, 
and  a  specimen  being  given :  above,  we  "  The  abnormal  development  of  the 
have  expressed  the  former,  and  we  sub-  mucous  follicles  of  Peyer  and  Brunner, 
join  the  latter.  along  with  enlargement,  induration,  or 
**  Lesions  after  death  are  not  con-  softening  of  the  corresponding  mesen- 
etant :  I  have  often  not  discovered  any,  teric  glands,  are  freauent  occurrences 
or  any  adequate  to  the  production  of  in  fever.     These    glands  have  been 
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seen  large  afl  a  pigeon's  egg,  perhape  tion,  whether  the  latter  take  place  at 
soft  and  tending  to  suppuration,  of  a  other  points  besides  the  altered  fblU- 
red,  violet,  or  blackish  aspect.  Iiouis  cles,  or  whether  it  ever  extend  beyond 
found  one  near  the  coecum,  which  had  them.  Ulceration  sets  in  about  the 
undergone  purulent  conversion  by  the  tenth  day,  and  is  much  less  frequent  in 
forty-ninth  day  ;  and  the  parietes  were  the  isolated,  than  the  agminatei}  folli- 
so  tain,  that  rupture  and  efl^<Hi,  had  cles.  The  sloughs  involve  the  mucous 
the  patient  Uvea,  could  not  have  been  coat,  or  both  mucous  and  muscular 
remote.  The  glands  conti^ous  to  the  coats,  and  may  come  away  in  soft 
altei^  plates  are  those  pnncipallv,  af-  fragments  or  debris,  or  single  masses 
fected.  Sarcone,  Roederer,  and  Wag-  of  a  greenish  yellow  hue.  The  iilcers 
ler,  Prost,  Broussais,  Petit,  and  Serres,  are  oval  or  round,  much  as  if  punched 
Andral,  Bretonneau,  and  Louis,  de-  out ;  often  the^r  run  together,  so  as  to 
scribe  Uie  alterations  here  adverted  to,  involve  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
while  they  are  pourtrayed  in  the  plates  mucous  membrane.  When  the  sloc^h 
of  BaiUie,  Cruveilhier,  Carswell,  Hope,  is  detached,  the  submucous  cellu&r 
and  Brifi^ht.  The  plates  or  agglom&-  tissue,  or  even  the  peritoneal  coat,  forms 
rated  follicles  of  Peyer,  when  affected  the  base  of  the  ulcer.  Should  com^- 
with  disease,  are  of  an  oval  form,  often  plete  perforation  ensue,  inflammation 
apparent  through  the  coats  of  the  in-  and  death  are  the  almost  inevitable  re- 
testines.  The  term  dothinenteritis,  suit.  The  communication,  Louis  in- 
meaning  pustular  enteritis,  has,  in  such  forms  us,  rarely  exceeds  three  lines 
cases,  been  applied.  The  coecum  and  breadth ;  it  almost  invariably  occurs  at 
close  of  the  ifeum,  being  the  principal  the  termination  of  the  ileum.  Intestinal 
seat  of  tlie  plates,  are  the  parts  mostly  cicatrices  differless  from  the  surrounding 
affected ;  the  isolated  follicles,  or  those  mucous  tissue,  than  those  of  the  surCeice 
of  Brunner,  may  be  similarly  impli-  do  from  the  skin ;  they  even,  it  is  said, 
cated.  In  colour,  the  eruption  alter-  disappear,  the  normal  tissue  being  re- 
nates  from  white  to  red,  along  with  produced,  or  a  Idnd  of  serous  membrane 
that  of  the  adjacent  mucous  meoobrane ;:  or  pellicle  is  substituted. 

the  consistence,  also,  is  variable.    The 

dimensions  may  be  from  two  to  three  

square  inches  or  larger,  till  they  dwin-  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

die  to  a  single  follicle.    The  plates  are 

seated  opposite  the  insertion  of  the  Friday,  October  14, 1842. 

mesentery,  but  the  single  follicles  oc-  

cupy  every  part  indifferently.    In  the 

large  intestines,  the  plates  are  smaller,  ^ "Licet  omnibus.  UceteUim  mihi. diiniitat«m 

1  °           .u    r  n  •  1      ^u               av  /irtt*  Medicke  tueri :  potestas  modo  veniendi  in 

Whereas  the  follicles,  those  m  the  rec-  publicum  .it,  dicendl  periculum  non  recuso." 

turn  excepted,  are  larger,  as  well  as  Cicbro. 

more  numerous.    The  number  of  plates  — 

varies  from  one  to   twenty,  but  the  HOW  TO  PROCURE  SLBEP. 

amount  of  the  follicles  is  quite  uncer*  ,•.         ^^r    x.  t  ^         .»    .      >  ^^    ^  ^ 

tain.    Orifices  are  discoverable  on  exa.  ^"^«   ^i^rU^  drew  that  celebrated 

mination,  but  the  several  mucous  crypts  picture  of  a  happy  life  in  which  he  has 

may  be  so  closely  blended  together  as  accumulated    every    circumstance   of 

not  to  be  separately  distinguishable,  ease-the  estate  not  earned,  but  inhe- 

ine  muciparous  glands,  as  they  are  .,   ,          j  i.    wu          i.      r  i     -c 

also  termed,  may^unde/go  resolution,  "ted-good  health-a  cheerful  wife- 

or  proceed  to  gangrene  and  ulceration,  ^^d  friends  of  one's  own  station,  he 

In  the  first  case,  they  gradually  lose  did  not  forget  the  tomwu»  qui  fueiat 

their  prominence,    and  assume  their  ^e»«  tenebras.     Without  sleep,  the 

wonted    healthy    aspect.     What   the  •  j    r  j    i         •    i        •  j    j 

French  term  pUgnei^^anfrSes,  that  is  P^"°^  ^^  darkness  is  long  indeed ;  or. 

to  say,  plates  in  the  first  staee  of  al-  ^  Madame  de  S6vign6  expresses  it, 

teration,  are  the  only  ones  wnich  un-  there  are  twelve  hours  in  the  day,  and 

dergo  resolution  '-injhe  reticulated  fifty  in  the  night 

SJThitedyrcSl^nff'lt^  .  PejhnpsAbernethy's  receipt  for  cur. 

not  been  determined  whether  slough-  ^^S  the  gout,  by  living  on  a  shilling  a 

ing  be  a  necessary  precursor  of  ulccra-  day,  and  working  for  it,  might  prove 
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equally  efficacious  against  watchful- 
ness ;  but  the  remedy  is  far  from  being 
a  popular  one.  Hence,  in  all  ages,  the 
rich  and  luxurious,  unwilling  to  pur- 
chase repose  by  exertion,  have  harassed 
physicians  with  demands  for  sleep  $ 
and  the  list  of  ptescriptions  for  the 
wakeful  is  endless. 

Dr.  Binns,  who  has  lately  published 
an  amusing  work  on  the  subject*,  thinks 
that  medicinal  narcotics  were  preceded 
by  other  means.  "  The  murmur  of  the 
ocean,  the  warbling  of  birds,  the  voice 
of  woman,  the  melody  of  flutes,  the 
monotonous  fall  of  water,  the  narration 
of  fables,  and  the  luxurious  prostration 
of  the  warm-bath,  were,  at  the  earlier 
periods  of  human  history,  and  are, 
even  now,  in  the  East,  resorted  to,  to 
procure  oblivion  of  existence." 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain 
that  much  more  powerful  narcotics 
have  been  employed  from  very  remote 
ages.  Wine  is  as  ancient  as  the  Flood, 
and  opium  probably  not  much  younger 
tlian  the  poppy. 

Dr.  Thomas  Young,  in  the  list  of 
Materia  Medica  with  which  he  has 
enriched  his  **  Medical  Literatore,"  has 
divided  narcotics  into  three  classes. 
In  the  first,  among  narcotics  of  un- 
doubted power,  there  are  two  which 
one  is  surprised  to  see  there^-musk,  and 
the  syrup  of  the  red  poppy.  In  the 
second  are  camphor,  digitalis,  wine,  and 
rectified  spirit.  In  the  third,  we  find 
lettuce,  the  smoke  of  stramonium,  ca- 
iar  tnodievM^  and  frigug  tummum.  We 
have  not  the  book  before  uff,  and  do 
not  recollect  whether  cocculus  indicus 
is  in  either  of  the  classes ;  but  perhaps 
it  may  be  considered  as  included  under 
the  head  of  Porter^  which  occurs  in 
the  third.    Last  of  all,  in  a  parenthesis 


by  itself,  we  ilud  {**  Couutiiig  1000,  or 
rather,  100  respirations"). 

This  counting  is  in  principle  the 
same  as  several  other  methods  of  in- 
ducing sleep  by  monotony : 

Fontetqae  lymflbts  obstrepunt  manimtibut, 
Somnot  quod  invitet  leves. 

Hon.  Epod.  h,  tr. 

Among  the  remedies  for  watchful- 
ness, Darwin  gives,  in  his  Zoonomia, 
"an  uniform  sound,  as  of  a  pausing 
drop  of  water,  or  the  murmur  of  bees*." 
">From  the  remotest  ages,"  says  Dr. 
Binns,  **  poets  have  celebrated  the  mur- 
mur of  brooks,  the  waving  of  a  field  of 
com,  the  ceaseless  splash  of  ocean,  the 
whiBjieriog  of  groves,  the  hum  of  bees,  in 
short,  monotonism,  as  incentiments  to 
repose;  while  the  venerable  Words- 
worth adds,  the  continued  passage  of  a 
flock  of  sheep,  the  passing  of  a  herd  of 
oxen,  a  flight  of  birds,  and  even  the 
ocean,  as  he  styles  it,  '  a  grand  mono- 
tonous idea.'" 

•Boerhaave,  again,  in  a  case  of  wake- 
fulness, ordered  water  to  be  placed  near 
the  patient,  so  as  to  drop  into  a  brass 
pan.  Dr.  Willich,  who  wrote  some 
forty  years  since,  knew  that  sleep  was 
promoted  by  "gently  and  uniformly 
aflfecting  one  of  the  senses;  for  in- 
stance, by  music  or  reading."  Mr. 
Macnish  often  coaxed  himself  to  sleep 
by  repeating  some  well-known  rhyme 
half  a  dozen  times ;  and  a  gentleman, 
in  the  town  of  Milford,  has  learned  to 
fall  asleep  at  will,  by  fixing  his  eyes  in 
one  direction  for  a  few  minutes. 

Dr.  EUiotson  knows  a  lady  who  often 

*  The  MUming  esample  might  be  attributed 
to  monotony,  or  more  correctly,  as  it  is  by  Dar- 
win, to  compression  of  the  brain :— "  Another 
way  of  procann|[  sleep  mechanically  was  related 


to  me  by  Mr.  Bnndley,  the  ftmona  canal  tngir 
neer,  who  was  brought  ap  to  the  business  of  a 
mill-wrig'ht :  he  told  me  that  he  had  more  than 


«  M  Tbe  Anatomy  of  Sleep ;  or  the  art  of  procor- 
inr  aound  and  refresbimr  slumber  at  will.  By 
Mwatd  Binna,  M.D.  S(c7*  ^^ 

It  seems  that  this  book  was  composed  by  a  ma- 
chine:  we  wish  that  the  ingeBious  apparatus 
had  thoof  ht  of  adding  running  titles  and  a  Uble 
of  contents. 


once  seen  the  experimmt  of  a  man  extending 
himself  across  the  hurge  stone  of  a  com-miU ; 
and  that,  by  g^radually  letting  the  stone  whirl, 
the  man  feu  asleep  before  the  stone  had  gained 
its  ftill  Telodty,  and  he  supposed  would  have  died 
without  pain  by  the  continuance  or  increase  of 
the  motion.  In  this  case  the  centrifugal  motion 
of  the  head  and  feet  must  aocumnlate  the  blood 
in  both  those  extremities  of  the^body,  and  thus 
compress  the  brain.*' 
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remains  awake  tin  her  husband  rubfl  her  when  ruffled  by  the  evening  breeze, 

foot ;  and  to  many  persons  the  having  the  plan  seems  in  direct  contradiction 

their  hair  combed  is  a  soporific.    John  to  Darwin's  theory  that  the  immediate 

Philips,  the  poet,  delighted,  when  a  cause  of  sleep  is  the  suspension  of 

boy,  to  have  this  office  performed  for  volition.     But,  in   truth,   though   it 

hours  together ;  and  Isaac  Yossius  was  might  require  a  powerful  effort  of  the 

BO  critically  curious  in  combing,  that  will  to  withdraw  the  mind  from  its 

he  preferred  its  performance  rhythmi-  ordinary  anxieties  to  these  agreeable 

cally.    He  liked  to  have  it  done  by  images,  yet  when  it  is  once  engaged 

barbers  or  other  persons  skilled  in  pro-  in  them,  volition  yields  to  sensation  ; 

sody,  so  that 'their  pectinating  move-  just  as  it  may  demand  much  exertion 

ments  might  imitate  iambics,  trochees,  to  climb  a  garden  wall,  yet  the  labour 

&c.  to  Ms  great  delight.     In  these  once  achieved  may  be  rewarded   by 

cases,  reverie  rather  than  sleep  was  repose  among  flowers, 
produced;  but  in  other  instances  the        Perhaps    the   faculty  of  voluntary 

effect  is  that  of  a   simple  narcotic,  sleep  possessed  by  some  few  men  may 

Thus,  Sir  John  Rennie,  the  architect,  consist  in  the  power  of  instantaneously 

was  regularly  put  to  sleep  by  having  abstracting  the  mind  from  all  but  the 

the  hair  at  the  back  of  his  head  combed,  most  monotonous  stimuli.    Thus  Na- 

and  nibbed  vfith  the  palm  of  the  hand,  poleon,  according  to  Bourrienne,  fell 

In  the  West  Indies,  persons  are  often  asleep  in  an  instant,  while  sitting  by 

lulled  to  sleep  by  fanning,  which  is  the  side  of  Alexander,  of  Russia,  and 

generally  performed,  says  Br.  Binns,  witnessing  the  representation  of  the 

with  a  leaf  of  the  Coccoloba  uvifera,  or  Cid.     Sir  William  Cockbum,  of  Bath, 

seaside  grape.    Here  again,  the  mono-  is  likewise  said  to  enjoy  this  faculty, 
tonous  waving  of  the  fan  withdraws  the       The  removal  of  irritation  or  stimulus 

attention  of  the  patient  from  all  dis-  ranks  next  to  monotony,  or  perhaps, 

turbing  thoughts,  and  from  all  external  above  it,  as  a  means  of  procuring  sleepw 

objects,  save  itself,  and  thus  produces  Thus,  the  Chinese  recommend  us  to 

that  one-toned  impression  which  is  ine-  divest   the   mind   of    all   unpleasant 

vitably  and  speedily  followed  by  sleeep.  images,   a   counsel  which   we   have 

"  As  the  immediate  cause  of  sleep,"  touched  on  above,  as  the  necessary 
says  Dr.  Darwin,  "  consists  in  the  sus-  preliminary  to  the  uniform  flow  of 
pension  of  volition,  it  follows  that  agreeable  ones, 
whatever  diminishes  the  general  quan-  Dr.  Franklin's  advice  to  a  young 
jdty  of  sensorial  power,  or  derives  it  lady  on  the  art  of  procuring  pleasant 
from  the  faculty  of  volition,  will  con-  dreams,  is  chiefly  grounded  on  the  re- 
stitute a  remote  cause  of  sleep ;  such  as  moval  of  uneasy  physical  impressions, 
fatigue  from  mental  or  muscular  exer-  Chiefly,  we  say,  for  he  also  recom- 
tion,  which  diminishes  the  general  mends  her  to  have  a  good  conscience, 
quantity  of  sensorial  power ;  or  by  an  He  discountenances  hearty  suppers 
increase  of  the  sensorial  power,  as  by  after  full  dinners ;  speaks  of  the  dis- 
attending  to  soft  music,"  &c.  (Zoono-  position  of  the  pillow ;  and  advises  the 
mia,  vol.  i.  sect.  20,  xviii.)  limbs  to  be  placed  so  as  not  to  press 

When  we  are  told  to  procure  sleep  one   another   inconveniently,   as,  for 

by  an  effi>rt  of   volition,  as,  for  in-  instance^  the  ankles ;  for  the  resulting 

stance,  by  imagining  that  we  hear  the  uneasiness  may  come  on  during  sleep, 

murmur  of  an  overshadowed  fountain.  The  whole  of  the  letter,  which  bears 

or  see  the  waving  of  a  field  of  com  the  stamp  of  Franklin's  distinguished 
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good  sense,  may  be  considered  a  valu-  chair  ;    and    thirdly,    in    comfortable 

able  contribution  to  the  art  of  going  to  families,  who  enjoy  the 

sleep,  as  well  as  of  sleeping  sonndly.  Mandua  rictaa,  non  deficiente  crumeni. 

His   recommendation  of  having  two  fires  ^in  bed*ropms  are  very  usual, 

beds,  one  to  be  used  when  the  other  Dr.  Binns  talks  of  savings  in  the 

grows  hot,  is  judicious,  and  might  be  doctor's  and  the  butcher's  bill,  through 

followed  by  many  with  advantage,  in  this  additional  warmth ;  but  at  this  end 

sultry  weather.  of  the  island  the  coal-merchant's  ac- 

Under  this  head  we  might  mention  count  is  an  object  of  more  terror  to  the 

the   proposal    of   Dr.    Beddoes.      He  humble  middle-class-man  than  he  ima- 

thought  it  better  to  cause  sleep  by  gines.    We  are  of   opinion  that  the 

abstracting  stimuli  than  by  exhausting  calor  modicut  in  another  form  is  an 

excitability,  and  accordingly  proposed  excellent  expedient ;  a  warm  bath^  at 

to  place  the  wakeful   patient  in  an  95^  or  96^,  for  twenty  minutes,  will 

atmosphere   containing  a  diminished  soothe  many  a  watcher  into  sleep, 

proportion  of  oxygen,  and  to  let  in  On    the   other   hand,  in  very  hot 

common  air  when  he  was  asleep.  weather,  a  cold  bath^and  especially  the 

Dr.  Binns  very  properly  insists  on  agreeable  fatigue  produced  by  swim- 
removing  several  sources  of  irritation  ming,  wiU  be  of  service; — 

or  discomfort,  as  a  preliminary  to  sleep.  _           .  «.^    .  '^^^  "°*^*   .^ 

_,          ,      ,     ,                ,                    1         y  Transnanto  Tibenm,  sonino  quibus  est  opus  alto. 

Thus,  the  body  may  be  sponged  and  Uor.  Sat.  ij.  i.  7. 

then  rubbed  with  a  coarse  towel  before  Or  the  cheerful  glass  mentioned  in 
retiring  to  rest.  The  friction  will  cer-  the  next  line,  in  aU  its  varied  forms, 
tainly  be  beneficial,  but  we  question  from  a  goblet  of  Lafitte  to  an  Oxford 
whether  the  sponging  and  consequent  night-cap,  may  produce  the  wished-for 
evaporation  is  desirable  for  a  delicate  end ;  but  obviously  is  more  liable  to  be 
patient  in  cold  weather.  This  general  abused  than  the  other  remedies, 
recommendation  of  sponging  in  Eng-  "  After  supper  walk  a  mile,"  says  the 
land  has  arisen,  no  doubt,  from  our  old  adage ;  and  this,  too,  may  be  con- 
singular  neglect  of  bathing.  But  why  sidered  a  narcotic.  Several  of  these 
not  supply  the  defect  ?  expedients,    however,    demand    some 

If  sleep  is  prevented  by  cold  feet,  little  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  rfo*-mi- 

put  a  blanket  at  the  bottom  of  the  bed,  tvrient ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  persuade 

between  the  sheets;   or  rub  the  feet  easy  self-indulgent  people  to  put  their 

with  a  wet  towel,  and  then  put  on  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  however 

worsted  socks.  urgent  the  occasion,  or  however  mani- 

The  bed-room  should  be  large  and  fest  the  benefit;  they  wish  their  snuffers 

airy,  and  in  winter  must  have  a  fire,  to  be  not  only  patent,  but  self-acting. 

Dr.  Binns  thinks  it  a  remnant  of  "  bar-  An  agreeable  incident  is  given  by 

baric  ignorance**  to  go  from  a  sitting-  Itisinoneof  Mackenzie's  novels,  we  be- 

room  heated  to  seventy  or  eighty  de-  lieve,  that  an  agreeable  incident  is  given, 

grees    to'  a    bed-room    where    water  which  we  have  seen  quoted  somewhere 

freezes.    But,  in  the  first  place,  we  as  an  example  of  sleep  produced  by 

should  call  it  more  than  a  remnant  of  monotony,  but  which  we  should  explain 

ignorance  to  heat  the  drawing-room  to  differently. 

seventy  or  eighty  of  Fahrenheit:  se-  The  hero,  having  come  to  London,  is 

condly,   the    sleeper   is   under   more  so  excited  by  the  noise,  that  he  is 

favourable  circumstances  for  retaining  unable  to  sleep,  until  he  accidentally 

caloric  in  bed,  than,  on  his  Trafalgar  touches  his  buckle,  which  is  lying  on 
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the  table.    The  twanging  sound  pro-  SOCIETT  FOR  RELIEF  OF  WIDOWS 

duced  reminds  him  of  the  voice  of  his  AND  ORPHANS  OF  MEDICAL  MEN 

aunt  in  the  country,  and  volition  is  in  jmjndon  and  its  vicinitt. 

immediately    suspended,    as    Dajwin  

might  have  said.  We  should  refer  AHALF-TBARLT6cncwdC(mrtofthe»eiii. 
the  effect,  not  to  the  hum  elicited,  ben  of  tlus  Society  was  hdd  on  Wedneedey, 
which  could  neither  have  been  long,  ^cSthiMtant,  at  Uie  Gray'i  InllCo(foc- 
1  ^  i.  <.  ^  ^i.  *  •  House,  Holborn,  for  the  confirmation  of 
nor  loud,  but  to  the  power  of  associa-  mlnntcs,  and  the  election  of  oificera.  Itwat 
tion,  which,  by  transporting  him  to  his  presided  over  by  Martin  Ware,  Esq.  one  of 

native  village,   freed   him    from    the  ^^  X*^^  «?,*•'  "J?  was  attended  by 

^        J  J]  1*        ji  u*           J.  Sir  Charles  M.  Clarke,  Bart.,  Dr.  Warbur- 

noises  around,  and  delivered  him  up  to  ^n,  Dr.  Merriman.  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Ridout, 

the  dominion  of  a  single  sensation.  and  many  other  men<bers. 

Let  the  bad  sleeper,  then,  endeavour  ^*  appeared  from  the  Auditor's  Report, 

to  «pply  the  place  of  thia  hannoniou.  a4?:'l^"~r;  ''^Xe't.^Z^, 

buckle;  and  instead  of  meditating  on  j^U33.  8s.  7d.     The  balance  in  the  Traa- 

bad  debts   and    the    income-tax,  the  rarer's  hands,  £26.  lis.  8d.;  and  the  sum 

recent  flight  of  his  apprentice  and  his  ~^^  **?  *^«  «*P**^  stock,  j^5. 12s. 

.  .*'.  ^  ,  J.*  ,  -  .  The  mcome  arose,  1st,  from  life  sub- 
own  incipient  bronchitis,  let  him  con-  geriptions  and  compositions  of  members, 
jure  up  the  farm-house  in  .which  he  £103.  19s.;  which,  being  in  lieu  of  their 
was  bom,  the  gayest  scenery  of  the  annijd  subscriptions,  must  always  be  funded 

^  .       ,      I.         .  ..   -.        ^i_       ^11  o*"  »^d«i  to  the  capital  stock, 

countnes  he  has  visited,  or  the  still  «       u    ^  ^-          jj     i-           _^, 

,                          ^  ,        '  From  oenefactions  and  donations,  partly  an- 

brighter  pictures  of  the  poets.  nual,  but  principally  casual,  j^l72  17    6 

Should  all  these  methods  fail,  there  2d,  Annual   subscriptions   of 

remains  the  discovery  of  Mr.  Gardner,  ^^.^S***^.  .. '  .     *        *       285  12    0 

*u«  u  u          1     •  * »»                uv  u  J  I.  3d,  From  dividends    .        .       1283     3     9 

the  "  hypnologist,"  now  pubhshed  by 

Dr.  Binns.  Available  for  current  aenriise  of 

"Let  him  turn  on  his  right  side,  the  society     .       .       .  jgl741  13    3 

place    his    head   comfortably  on  the  The  disbursements  were- 

pillow,  so  that  it  exactly  occupies  the  Grants  for  relief.        .        .   ;f  1285  10    0 

angle  a  line  drawn  from  the  head  to  Salaries     ....         77  15    0 

the  shoulders  would  form,  and  then,  ^^;„!!KS;!rtL°.^^ 

1.1.          ',         .v  incurred  during  the  late  revi- 

slightly  closing  his  lips,  take  rather  a  sion  of  the  laws      .        .         70    3    7 

full  inspiration,  breathing  as  much  as  ..-^—^ 

he  possibly  can  through  the  nostrils.  i:'1433    8    7 

This,  however,  is  not  absolutely  neces-  .^^1  "^"^d^T^dl?  SS^'"cf'"S^ 

sary,  as  some  persons  breathe  always  ceased  members.    Three  of  the  orphans  are 

through  their  mouths  during  sleep,  and  adults,  and  have  been  relieved,  not  strictly 

rest  as  sound  as  those  who  do  not.  !!f  "l!;^"*  ?  ^*.P™?j^^^ 

TT     •        *  1             -  „   .       ...         .,  on  account  of  insanity  or  imbecility.    The 

Having  taken  a  full  inspiration,  the  possession  of  £bO  per  annum  from  other 

lungs  are  then  to  be  left  to  their  own  purees  disqualifies  a  widow,  and  £2b  per 

action— that  is,  the  respiration  is  neither  ?""?"*'  ^^^'  ^^  receiving  reUef  from  the 

tobeacoeleratednorretarded.    Theat-  S^^'thU^.t.-CiSen^n^S^o^ 

tention  must  now  be  fixed  upon  the  half)  of  the  widows,  andaknostall  thechil- 

action  in  which  the  patient  is  engaged.  ^^*  '**^®  "^  ^^^  dependence  whatever. 

He  must  depict  to  hin.self  that  he  see.  ^"^^^^Z^^/k^Z:^', 

the  breath  passing  from  his  nostrils  in  which  also  makes  a  donation  to  the  Society  of 

a  continuous  stream."    The  very  in-  fifteen  guineas  annually. 

st^^t  he  succeeds  in  doing  this,  he  oX^CfJ^n^L ^a'fulIS"^ n^^^ 

falls  asleep !  existed  54  yeare.    In  1794,  mi  yean  from 
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Ra  foundation,  and  with  a  ctpHal  of  leea  than  the  atrict  application  of  the  procesda  to  the 

j^4000,  the  Coort  of  Directora  b^au  to  spectfic  objecta  of  the  Society,    via.,    the 

l^rant  relief  to  diatreaaed  applicanta.    The  "granting  retief  to  the  widowa  and  to  the 

following  year  jf  60  waa  toted,  for  that  pur-  orphana,  under  fourteen  yeara  of  age,  of  ita 

poee.    Since  then  the  capital  baa  steadily  deoeaaed  meraberi,  who,  npon  appHcatioB, 
aoeamnlated,  and  tiie  nnmber  and  amonnt  of    shall  be  conaidered  aa  needing  and  tleaernng 

grants  has  been  progresaiTdy  increaaed,  until,  of  pecuniary  aeaistance. ' ' 

m  the  year  1840,  the  capital  amounted  to  The  Society  haa  been  enroled  agreeably 

;^4,589  atodE  in  the  three  per  cents.,  and  to  the  Acta  of  Farliainent  now  rqgmlating 

a  small  sum,  leaa  than  £490,  in  the  new  Sf  friendly  aocictiea,  and  will  profit  by  the 

peroenta.  increaaied  rate  of  intereat  allowed  by  the 

In  that  year  too  (1840)  the  trust  for  a  re-  Commiseloners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  Na- 

aerved  fond  of  j^500  new  S|  per  cents.,  tional  Debt,  and  by  the  other  pritUegea  con- 

which  in  1818  waa  set  apart  at  compound  in-  ceded  to  theae  sodetiea  when  duly  enrolled, 

terest  for  21  years,  expired,  having  aocumu-  One  widow  and  aiz  children  have  been 

lated  to  J&7355— making  the  total  capital  added  aince  the  audit  in  September  to  the 

jC42,000,  while  about  ;^8,000  had  been  liat  of  penatoners ;  and  three  applicanta,  in 

distributed  among  persona  eligible  to  receive  great  distress,  were  declared  ineligible  for 

relief.  relief:  their  huabanda  not  having  been  mem- 

On  a  minute  Inquiry  into  the  financial  af-  hers. 

6&n  of  the  Society  in  1840-41,  arising  firom  Five  arbitrators  were  elected*-vis.   the 

the  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  accumulat-  Rev.  Samuel  Wis,  C<A,  Cooke,  B.  Bond 

ing  fond,  it  became  evident  that  notwith-  Cabbell,  J.  Tidd  Pratt,  and  R.  B.  Upton, 

standing  the  general  prudence  and  wise  ma-  Esquires.     Dr.  Mann  Burrowa  was  chosen 

nagement  whkh  had  conducted  these  laige  a  vice-president  in  the  room  of  the  late  Dr. 

financial  proceedings  with  such  gratifying  Fkumpton.      Dr.  Watson  and  Dr«  Roota, 

reaults,  the  grants  were  then  exceeding,  and  Meaars.  Stone,  Blagden,  Annandale,  Reeve, 

had  of  late  exceeded,  what  could  fairly  be  and  Michell,  were  choaen  directors  in  the 

counted  on  as  the  available  income  of  the  room  of  aix  directors  retiring  in  rotation. 

Society,  and  that  the  due  proportion,  which  and  of  Mr.  Lloyd  Jonea  deceaaed. 

the  increasing  capital  had  long  steadily  borne.  It  appeared  on  th^  minutes  that  thanks 

and  should  always  bear  to  the  increasing  ex-  had  been  voted  to  the  committee  who  had 

penditure,    had  been    lost  sight  of.    The  presented  to  the  Society  several  engravings 

timely  detection  of  this  error,  by  the  vigi-  from  their  portrait  of  Branaby  B.  Cooper, 

lance  of  Dr.  Burrows,  a  Director,  soon  led  Esq.,  that  some  copies  had  been  aold,  and 

to  its  redresa,  and  it  was  resolved  to  grant  that  the  rest  might  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 

smaller  sums  to  foture  applicants,  and  not  to  Paul  and  Dominic  Colnaghi's,  or  on  applica- 

diminish  the  usual  allowance  to  those  already  tion  to  the  secretary  or  collector. 

receiving  relief,  who  would  have  felt  severely . 

any  reduction  of  their  scanty  income.    The 

two  last  years,  therefore,  have  presented  a  EFFECTS  OF  DIVING  ON  THE 

decrease  in  the  amount  of  grants ;  for  al-  HUMAN  BODY. 

though  seven  new  applicants,  five  widows  

and  two  children,  have  been  added  to  the  list, 

they  have  been  on  the  reduced  scale  of  j^O.  John  Williams,  private.  Royal  Sappera 

per  annum,  while  those  removed  by  death  and  Miners,  aged  26,  of  great  strength  and 

were   on  the  previous   scale  of  £Sb  per  activity,  but  ad<Ucted  to  habits  of  intempe- 

annum.  ranee,  has  been  employed  during  the  laat 

It  was  early  calculated  that  the  number  of  two  summers  on  the  wreck  of  tiie  Royal 
applicants  would  gradually  increase,  and  Qeorge  at  Spithead,  aa  a  diver,  and  is  con- 
would  reach  its  maximum,  70  or  80  years  sidered  one  of  the  most  expert  workmen, 
finom  the  foundation  of  the  Society.  The  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  July,  1842, 
firet  part  of  the  prediction  haa  proved  true  clothed  in  his  submarine  armour,  he  waa 
hitherto ;  and  it  is  abundantly  evident  that  engaged  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  at  a  depth 
the  strain  is  just  beginning  to  be  felt,  and  of  80  feet  firom  its  surface,  in  fastening  an 
that  careful  provision  must  be  made  to  meet  iron  chain  round  a  block  of  wood,  that  waa 
it.  Hie  laws  have  been  thoroughly  revised ;  imbedded  in  the  stiff  mud ;  which  task,  after 
aome  wholesome  clauses  have  been  added,  an  hour's  labour,  he  had  just  completed, 
graduating  the  life  subscriptions  of  new  mem-  when  the  flexible  tube  that  supplied  him  with 
ben  according  to  their  age,  and  extending  the  air  suddenly  burst  above  water,  with  a  loud 
term  of  annual  subscription  from  20  to  25  hissing  noise,  which  was  distinctly  heard  at 
years ;  and  a  recurrence  and  rigid  adherence  the  distance  of  fifty  fathoms, 
to  sound  principles  in  the  increase  of  the  While  the  divers  are  employed  in  their 
capital  has  been  determined  on,  as  well  as  laborious  seardi  under  water,  the  utmost 
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vigUBiice  b  ezerdaed  by  those  on  the  deck  and  those  parts  resumed  their  natural  coloar. 

of  the  hulk,  to  prevent  or  remedy  any  thing  The  colour  of  the  face  too  became  much 

that  might  endanger  the  diver's  life,  or  in-  paler  in  proportion  as  the  vessels  recovered 

terrnpt  his  operations.     The  persons,  ac-  their  freedom  and  diameter ;  but  there  were 

cordingly,  who  were  stationed  at  the  air-tube  large  patches  of  extravasated  blood  in  the 

and  life-line,  by  which  the  divers  are  assist-  eyes,  mouth,  face,  and  neck,  which  could 

ed  in  their  ascent,   immediately  perceived  only  be  removed  by  the  tedious  process  of 

the  accident  that  had  happened,  and  one  of  absorption.     On  his  admission,  warmth  was 

them  closed  the  hole  in  the  tube  with  his  applied  to  his  extremities ;  some  warm  tea 

hand.    Williams  was  promptly  hauled  up,  was  given  him,  which  he  swallowed  with  the 

but  his  armour  got  entangled  in  the  heavy  greatest    difficulty ;    he  had   a  turpentine 

rope-ladder  by  which  the  divers  descend,  enema ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  twenty 

and  he  and  it  were  pulled  up  together,  in  the  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm. 

space  of  about  a  minute  and  a  half  from  the  The  following  morning  a  senna  draught  was 

occurrence  of  the  accident.  prescribed,    which    has    been    occasionally 

On  removing  the  helmet  from  his  head,  given  since.     He  has  complained  of  ocoa- 

blood  was  seen  running  in  a  stream  from  his  sional  headache  and  dimness  of  sight,  from 

ears,  nose,  and  mouth.     His  face  and  neck  which  he  is  now  free.     The  swelling  and 

were  swollen  and  discoloured  ;   he  looked  ecchymosis  of  the  face  and  neck  have  daily 

faint,  but  was  sensible.     In  this  state  he  was  diminished ;  and  these  parts  have  now  at- 

oonveyed  to  the  hospital,  where  he  arrived  tained  their  natural  size  and  colour,  showing 

in  an  hour  after  the  accident.     His  face  then  that  they  were  swollen  on  his  admission  to 

was  one  mass  of  lividity ;  his  neck  was  ex-  twice  their  natixral  sixe.     The  ecchymoses 

oessively  swollen,  bloated,  and  suffused  with  under  the  conjunctivae  were  very  tardily  ab- 

livid-coloured  blood.     Dark  patches  of  ec-  sorbed,  and  minute  clots  were  visible  for 

chymosis  that  did  not  coalesce  existed  over  three  weeks  around  the  union  of  the  cornea 

the  clavicle  and  shoulders,  with  intervening  and  sclerotic  coat. 

spaces  of  skin  of  the  natural  colour.  The  A  similar  accident  occurred,  under  the 
lower  part  of  the  neck,  which  had  been  co-  same  circumstances,  about  twelve  months 
vered  with  the  flannel  and  India-rubber  ago,  to  private  Roderick  Cameron,  of  the 
dress,  was  mottled  black  and  white;  the  samecorps,  whose  head,  neck,  and  eyes,  were 
dark  ecchymosis  being  raised  in  lines,  with  discoloured  in  the  same  way  ;  an  account  of 
slight  strniks  of  white  skin  interposed.  The  which  has  been  read  to  the  British  Associa- 
livid  discoloration  of  the  face  extended  up-  tion  by  Dr.  Richardson.  When  Cameron 
wards  to,  but  did  not  pervade  the  hairy  was  hauled  up  on  the  hulk's  deck,  he  had 
scalp,  where  it  terminated  abruptly  ;  nor  lost  all  consciousness,  and  was  in  a  state  of 
were  any  spots  seen  below  that  part  of  the  apparent  asphyxia,  from  which  he  soon  re- 
chest  which  was  covered  by  the  helmet,  covered.  A  little  blood  only  escaped  from 
The  lining  membrane  of  the  cheeks,  under  his  nose  ;  and  none  from  his  ears  or  mouth, 
the  tongue,  over  the  fauces  and  pharynx,  as  At  the  expiration  of  a  month,  the  ecchy- 
ftr  as  the  eye  touid  reach,  but  especially  moses  under  the  conjunctivae — ^that  remained 
over  the  tonsils,  was  black  with  ecchymosis.  the  longest  —  had  disappeared ;  and  un- 
The  conjunctivae,  where  they  are  uncovered  daunted  by  the  perilous  accident  which  had 
by  the  eyelids,  and  particularly  round  the  jeopardized  his  life,  he  returned  to  his  work 
margin  of  the  comeae,  were  turgid  with  as  a  diver,  which  occupation  he  still  fear- 
black  blood.  He  vomited  some  blood  be-  lessly  follows.  Williams  too  is  undismayed 
fore  he  reached  the  hospital,  and  he  after-  by  his  frightful  accident,  and  he  has  reso- 
vrards  made  occasional  efforts  to  vomit,  ap-  lutely  returned  to  pursue  his  adventurous 
paiently  from  the  accumulation  of  blood  in  life,  feeling  confident  that  the  prudent  appli- 
the  fauces,  which  blood  he  now  and  then  cation  of  those  precautions  which  are  now 
expectorated.  The  haemorrhage  had  ceased  well  known  will  secure  him  from  danger, 
from  the  nose  and  ears,  which  were  still  co-  An  accident  somewhat  analogous,  as  far 
▼ered  with  clotted  blood.  He  was  perfectly  as  I  can  make  out  the  facts,  occurred  to  a 
sensible,  but  seemed  drowsy ;  pulse  76,  of  diver  at  the  wreck  of  H.M.S.  Thetis,  in 
natural  strength ;  breathing  interrupted  by  South  America,  who,  with  a  companion,  had 
frequent,  deep,  invohmtary  sighs.  descended  in  a  diving-bell.      In  this  case, 

Lieut  Hutchinson,  who  was  present  when  also,  the  air-tube  burst,  and  one  of  the  men 

the  accident  happened,  and  who  accompa-  immediately  extricated    himself   from    the 

nied  Williams  to  the  hospital,  said  that  the  diving-bell,  and  rose  to  the  surface  of  the 

swelling  of  the  face  and  neck  had  much  in-  water  unhurt.      The  other  man,  by  some 

creased,  and  the  lividity  had  much  deepened,  means,  got  entangled,  and  was  some  time  in 

during  the  hour  that  had  elapsed  since  he  freeing  himself  from  the  bell,  which  he  at 

left  the  hulk.  length  accomplished  by  the  aid  of  his  com- 

In  the  course  of  the  same  day,  the  lividity  paniou,  who  again  descended  for  the  pur- 

of  the  nose  and  point  of  the-  chin  vanished,  pose.    When  he  reached  the  surface  of  the 
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water  he  wu  moch  ezhBasted,  and  his  face  which  they  may  be  applied  in  recorering 
and  body  were  blackened  with  ecchymosis  treasure,  or  in  the  destruction  of  important 
down  to  the  waist.  This  discoloration  gra-  works  on  an  enemy's  coast,  are  still  imper- 
dually  went  off  in  the  course  of  a  month,  fectly  understood,  but  General  Paisley  has 
the  blackness  of  the  balls  of  the  eyes  satisfactorily  established  that  these  sub- 
being  the  last  to  disappear.  aqueous  operations  may  be  accomplished  at 

I&ee  curious  and  strikingly  similar  ef-  any  ordinary  depth,  with  ease  and  safety, 
feets  of  the  same  kind  of  accident  at  Spit-  by  men  who  are  not  professed  divers,  and 
head  seem  to  arise  firom  the  sudden  removal  who  have  not  been  trained  up  from  their  in- 
of  the  compressed  air,  and  the  consequent  fancy  to  the  art.  The  divers  engaged  at  the 
exertion  of  the  pressure  of  the  superincum-  Royal  George  have  been  selected  from  the 
bent  water  on  those  parts  of  the  body  which  corpsof  Royal  Sappers  and  Miners,whosecha- 
are  not  covered  by  the  unjrielding  helmet,  racters  and  abilities  as  steady  men  and  good 
It  is  calculated,  in  round  numbers,  that  the  workmen  were  known  to  their  officers  :  but 
pressure  of  the  water  on  Williams's  body,  only  some  of  those  so  selected  have  become 
at  the  depth  of  his  submersion,  at  the  time  good  divers ;  for  the  effects  of  protracted 
of  the  accident,  was  nearly  equal  to  the  snbmersion  are  so  different  in  different  in- 
weight  of  three  atmospheres,  which  pressure  dividuals,  that  it  is  not  every  man  who  can 
was  counteracted,  and  the  equilibrium  pre-  follow  the  perilous  life  of  a  diver.  Many 
served,  by  throwing  air  through  a  forcing-  experience  intense  pain  iii  the  ears,  and 
pump,  of  great  power,  along  a  flexible  tube  bleeding  at  the  nose,  during  their  descent ; 
into  his  helmet.  This  supply  of  air  is  and  Lieut.  Hutchinson,  who  ably  conducts 
steadily  kept  up,  by  constant  regulated  the  operations  on  the  Royal  George,  always 
pumping,  during  the  whole  time  the  diver  is  experiences  these  sensations,  and  he  has  never 
under  water ;  and  until  the  centre  lens  of  been  able  to  remain  under  water  for  any 
the  helmet  is  opened  on  deck.  The  quan-  length  of  time.  Those  who  are  accustomed 
tity  of  air  thrown  alone  the  tube  into  the  to  dive  successfully,  never  suffer  any  such  in- 
helmet  fiur  exceeds  what  is  required  to  convenience,  and  I  cannot  learn  that  they  ex- 
sustain  easy  respiration  and  the  equilibrium  perience  any  very  marked  uneasy  sensation, 
of  pressure ;  but  no  harm  can  result  from  unless  an  occasional  sense  of  nausea,  or  dis- 
any  additional  quantity  of  air  that  may  be  tension  at  the  stomach,  headache,  and  rheu- 
forced  in ;  inasmuch  as  the  superfluous  idr  matism ;  but  they  all  agree  that  they  are 
readily  escapes  into  the  sea,  by  a  valve  in  the  much  weakened  and  wasted  by  the  exertion, 
helmet,  and  is  seen  constantly  bubbling  up  and,  as  they  express  it,  are  not  the  men  they 
on  the  surface  of  the  water.  When  the  tube  were  when  they  began  the  occupation.  I 
burst,  and  the  air  escaped  from  the  hel-  have  not  had  sufficient  experience  to  de 
met,  this  equilibrium  of  pressure  and  re-  termine  whether  it  renders  them  perma- 
sistanoe  was  destroyed.  The  head  was  nently  unhealthy  or  short  lived, 
protected  by  the  strong  helmet,  which  The  diving  season  commences  in  May 
did  not  course,  from  the  pressure  of  the  and  ends  in  October,  and  the  divers  are 
circumambient  water,  which  now  acted  on  usually  employed  eight  or  ten  hours  in  the 
the  rest  of  the  body  with  a  force  equal  to  twenty-four.  No  scene  can  be  more  striking 
two  atmospheres,  and  produced  a  feeling,  as  than  the  activity  that  prevades  the  hulk  dur- 
he  expressed  it,  as  if  he  had  been  crush^i  to  ing  the  immersion  of  the  divers.  The  busy 
pieces  by  his  dress.  The  blood  thus  driven  groups  of  pumpers,  on  whose  regulated  ex- 
from  the  extremities  and  frv>m  those  parts  of  ertions  the  lives  of  the  divers  depend ;  the 
the  body  that  were  not  covered  by  tJie  hel-  deep  groanings  of  the  air-puntps  ;  the 
met,  was  forced  into  the  vessels  of  the  head  anxious  care  that  the  men  stationed  over  the 
and  neck  (as  it  is  into  a  part  of  the  skin  hulk's  side,  with  the  air-hose  and  life-line 
placed  under  a  cupping-glass)  some  of  which  in  their  hands,  bestow  on  the  preconcerted 
blood  remained  in  die  vessels  and  disappeared  signals,  by  which  the  divers  communicate 
in  a  few  hours  after  the  accident;  but  a  their  wants  with  the  precision  of  speech; 
large  portion  was  extravasated  in  the  loose  the  turbulent  agitation  of  active  ebullition, 
textures  into  which  it  had  been  forcibly  that  is  occasioned  by  the  forced  escape  of  the 
driven.  compressed  air  through  the  sea ;  the  dread. 

Six  divers  have  been  employed,  during  the  fol   plunge    and    rapid  disappearance    of 

laat  three  summers,    on  the  wreck  of  the  the  enormous  and  unwieldy  mass  in  this 

Boyal  George.    Tliey  have  now  nearly  sue-  boiling  cauldron  ;   the  eager  look  of  expec- 

eeeded  in  clearing  it  away,  and  the  anchorage  tation  and  vague  apprehension,  with  which 

has  been,  in  part,  restored  to  its  former  se-  the  spectators  ^e  on  the  whole  process, 

curity,  with  fewer  accidents,  and  none  of  exceed  in  interest  any  thing  I  have  ever 

them  fktal,  than  it  is  likely  would  have  oc-  witnessed. 

corred  in  similar  operations,  during  the  same  The  divers  remain  under  water,  according 

space,  above  water.    Hie  value  and  impor-  to  the  nature  of  their  work,  from  half  an 

tance  of  these  operations,  and  the  extent  to  hour  to  three  hours ;  and  although,  in  order 
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to  accelerate  their  descent,  they  are  heavily  two  hours,  at  the  alack  tide  of  high  water,  m 

laden  I  with  ponderous  shoes  and  large  leaden  consequence  of  the  strength  with  which  the 

weights  on  their  shoulders,  constituting  a  dress  tide  ebbs  and  flows  at  that  period,  which, 

of  a  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  weight,  they  they  say,  begins    earlier,  and    runs  with 

move  about  nimbly  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  much  more  rapidity,  at  the  bottom  than  at 

and  feel  and  work  as  lightly  as  if  they  had  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  which  would 

nothing  on  their  shoulders  and  feet.  carry  them  off  their  legs.    They  are  also 

Mr.  Richard  Tilston  has  kindly   made  sometimes  interrupted  by  storms,  that  would 

a    very    correct    drawing    of    Williams's  prevent  their  signals  from  being  understood 

appearance  when  he   was   brought  to  the  by  those  who  attend  the  air-pipes  and  Hfe- 

hospital ;  to  which   he  has  added  a  faith-  lines  on  the  hulk*s  deck, 

fill  picture  of  him,  in  his  working  dress,  The  divers  are  clothed  in  flannel  dresses, 

at  the  time  the  accident  occurred,  in  order  that  fit  closely,  which  retain  the  warmth  of 

to  convey  a  notion  of  his  mode  of  groping  the  body  and  prevent  the  chill  that  might 

his  way  under  water,  with  his  pricker  in  one  be  produced  by  the  soaking  of  the  water 

hand  and  dog  in  the  other.     In  these  sub-  through  the  seams  of  the  India  rubber  dress, 

marine  exp^tions    the  divers  frequently  This  dress  is  protected  on  the  outside  by  a 

encounter  ^each  other.     On  one  occasion,  canvas  covering,  from  any  injury  it  might 

three  of  them,  from  two  different  hulks,  met,  sustain   by  rubbing  against   the   nails  or 

joined  hands  in  a  circle,  and  gave  three  ragged  pieces  of  the  wreck, 

hearty  cheers  at  this  triumph  of  the  art  of  We  know  little  of  the  effects  produced  by 

diving.    On  other  occasions,  however,  their  the  respiration  of  compressed  air,  but  the 

meetings  are  less  firiendly ;   disputes  arise  as  divers  find  that  they  can  breathe  easily  at 

to  their  claims  to  particular  logs  of  wood,  the  bottom  of  the  sea ;  they  can  sing  leadily, 

quarrels  and  sparring  ensue,  in  which  their  but  cannot  whistle.    They  converse  with  each 

large  iron  prickers  play  the  part  of  single-  other,  by  shouting  at  the  top  of  their  voioe, 

sticks.  which  they  hear  in  a  whisper. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  spirit  and  indijui-  Each  diver  is  paid,  besides  his  regimental 

try  with  which  these  operations  have  b^  day  pay  of  one  shilling  and  thrae»penee,  two 

conducted,  or  the  laudable  emulation  dis-  shillings  a  tide,  working  three  tides  in  the 

played  by  the  workmen  to  excel  each  other  twenty-four  hours. 

in  the  quantity  of  work  they  severally  per-  Since  the  occurrence  of  WilUama's  aoci- 

fbrm ;  and  nothing  has  occurred  to  damp  dent,  each  diver  has  been  lumidbed  with  a 

their  ardour  until  lately,    when  Corporsd  safety-valve,  placed  between  the  end  of  tba 

Jones,  one  of  the  most  courageous  and  use-  air-pipe  and  the  helmet.     The  air  being 

fid  divers,  met  at  the  foot  of  his  ladder  a  for(^  in  from  the  pump,  opens  the  Talve^ 

dead  body,  which  produced  such  a  shock,  and  passes  into  the  dress,  but  the  moment 

that  he  immediately  ascended  in  the  greatest  this  pressure  is  removed,  the  valve  doses 

possible  alarm  ;  and  spoke  as  if  he  had  en-  and  prevents  any  air  in  the  helmet  returning 

countered  a  supernatural  being.   Unsuccess-  through  the  pipe.    This  contrivance,  how-' 

fill  attempts  were  made  to  rake  the  body  up  ever,  I  fear,  in  the  event  of  an  acddeali 

from  below ;  but  a  few  nights  afterwards  it  would  only  substitute  suffocation  for  that  of 

was  brought  up  by  Corporal  Harris,  the  being  squeesed   to  death.  —  Letter  /rom 

most  intelligent  and  persevering  of  the  corps,  Mr.    lAddell   in  the  Medieo-CMrw^iemi 

on  his  pricker,  without  his  knowing  what  he  jReview. 

had  got  hold  of.    His  consternation  when  he _— — 

reached  the  sur&ce,  and  found  that  it  was  a  OF  SPUTA. 

dead  body,  was  so  great,  that  he  could  not  — * 

go  down  again,   and  he   was  replaced  by  The  mucus  ejected  from  ooug^ung  diiSen 

another  direr,  who  not  having  felt  his  hor-  according  to  the  character,  extent,  and  sti^ 

ror,  was  not  unwilling  to  descend.  of  the  pathological  process ;  hence  I  sbaQ 

The  divers  are  employed  four  hours  at  a  first  speak  of  the  sputa  from  normal  inflam- 
time  during  the  slack  tide  of  low  water,  mation;  secondly,  of  sputa  from  anomalooa 
and  in  that  space  they  usually  descend  inflammation,  and  also  on  the  appearanoe  ni 
about  four  times.  On  th&T  ascent  after  an  sputa  produced  by  the  tubercular  process, 
hour's  submersion,  they  iq}peared  to  me,  Qfeputa  generated  by  normal  infiamma' 
while  they  were  leaning  against  the  hulk's  tion* — Sputa  produced  in  the  commenoe- 
side,  to  be  pale,  languid,  and  exhausted,  ment  of  a  catarrhal  affection  of  the  air- 
though  they  did  not  admit  that  they  were  passages,  are  found  to  be  white,  pellucid, 
fatigued.  When  they  reach  the  top  of  the  thin,  easily  drawn  into  threads,  ^d  here 
ladaer,  the  centre  lens  is  unscrewed,  their  and  there  they  disclose  within  themselves  a 
ponderous  helmet  is  taken  off,  and  they  are  few  small  flocculent  greyish  nubecolse.  Hie 
generally  allowed  ten  minut^  to  recruit,  quantity  of  these  sputa  bears  a  direct  rda- 
while  the  wood  they  may  have  collected  u  tion  with  the  extent  of  the  pathological 
drawn  up  by  a  crane.    They  can  only  work  process. 
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Inveitigsted  by  the  aid  of  the  mieroacope,  bales,  and  leaves  them  tinged  of  a  ydkmisk 

the  white  pellucid  flvdd  contains  a  very  few  colour. 

round  globules,  filled  with  primitive  mole-  Concentrated  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 

culee,  and  many  cells  of  nucleated  epithe-  1,275,  at  first  dissolves  the  coverings  and 

lium ;  the  globules  as  well  as  the  cells  ap-  the  primitive  molecules,  the  central  vesicles 

pear  immeiwd  in  the  pellucid  fluid  (proper  remaining,  firom  one  to    four  being  seen 

mucus),  but  the  greyish   flocculiare  com-  clearly;  but  in  a  longer  time  the  central 

posed  of  copious  round  globules  filled  with  vesicles  themselves  becomes  dissolved, 

primitive  molecules,  and  linked  together  with  Solution  of  pure  potash,  1,350,  dissolves 

the  proper  mucus.  the  globules,  and  a  white  pellucid  maeous 

The   catarrhal    process    increasing,   the  fluid  remains, 
greyish  flocculi  receive  an  increase,  which  at  Spirit  of  caustio  sal  ammonia  0,980>  pro- 
length,    from   a  ^yellowiah-white,    become  duces  no  change, 
tinged  of  a  deeper  yellow  colour ;  the  more  lime  water  occasions  no  change, 
the  flocculi  Increase,  the  more  the  quantity  Spirits  of  wine  0.830,  contracts  the  glo- 
of  white  fluid  mucus  decreases,  the  sputa  bules. 
becoming  globose,  and  extiemely  tenadous.  In  crude  pneumonic  sputa,  white,  irre** 

The  flocculi,  investigated  under  the  mi-  gular,  turbid  particles  are  found  intermixed 
crosoope,  are  composed  of  round  globules  with  mucus,  which  are  composed  of  an  en- 
fiUed  with  primitive  molecules  and  a  central  tire  patch  of  cells  of  non-nucleated  epithe- 
vesicle.  7%ese  globules  appear  linked  with  lium  joined  to  each  other  in  symmetrical 
extrem^y  tenacious  mucus ;  but  the  white  order,  on  whose  surface  irregular  globules 
mucus  (properly  mucus),  is  a  white  amor-  (plastic  exudation)  are  found. 
phouB  substance,  easily  drawn  into  pellucid  ^  Tenacious  mucus  of  yellow  globose 
threads,  which  disclose  cells  of  nucleated  sputa,  which  embrace  or  enclose  the  glo- 
epithelium,  and  a  few  globules  of  a  yellow-  bules  above  described,  appears,  when  sub- 
ish-white  colour,  endowed  with  the  smallest  mitted  to  the  microscope,  white,  almost  pel- 
molecules  and  a  central  nucleus.  The  in-  lucid,  and  free  from  globules, 
ilammatory  process  decrrasing,  the  quantity  Distilled  water  does  not  produce  any 
of  globular  sputa  decreases ;  they  acquire  a  change  in  it. 

somewhat  whitish  colour,  until,  the  inflam-  Treated  with  nitric  acid  1,170,  it  forms 

matory  process  being  finished,   all  yellow  yellow  filaments,  decussating  among  them- 

seoretion  eeases.  selves  in  different  directions,  and  marked  with 

3iiero9eopic0'ehemieal   invettigation.  —  irregular,  obscure  margins. 

The  globules  contained  in  yellow  mucus  con-  Tba  same  happens  if  it' have  been  treated 

sist  of  smooth,  very  thin  envelopes,  in  which  with  hydrochloric  acid,  1,070. 

again  primitive  molecules,  and  a  single  or  Solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  1,075,  forms 

double  central  vesicle  are  seen.     The  mag-  filaments,  which  after  a  little  time  aro  dis- 

nitude  of  the  globules  exceeds  by  six  or  eight  solved. 

times  that    of   the   blood-discs;    but  the  Concentrated  acetic  acid  1,030;  solution 

diameter  of  the    central   vesicles  scarcely  of  oxalic  acid ;  solution  of  tartaric  acid,  oc- 

equals  it.  casion  no  change. 

Globnles  exposed  to  distilled  water  in-  Of  Sputa  genefattd  by  Anomaloua  In- 

crease  in  volume,  although  they  may  all  flammation,  and  from  the  Tubercular  Pro- 

have  been  freed  from  the  adhering  mucus ;  cbm, — Sputa  generated  by  the  tubercular 

the  envelopes  break,  the  central  vesicles  and  process  difier  accoi-ding  to  the  naturo,  the 

priipitive  molecules  remaining.  extent,  and  the  stage  of  the  disease. 

Acetic  acid,  1,030,  dissolves  the  envelopes  The  tubercular  process  is  three-fold : — 

and   primitive  molecules,  but  the   central  1.  Miliary    tubercular  process.     2.  The 

vesicles  remain  intact ;  aye,  andmore  than  tubercular  process  of  infiltration.     And,  3. 

this,  they  are  seen  more  clearly,  but  thdr  The  tubercular  process,  forming  solitary  tu- 

number  increases  from  one  to  six.  bercles,  distinguishing  by  turns  the  charac- 

Ozalic  acid  dissolves  the  envelopes,  the  teristic  sputa  which  each  process  forms, 

central  vesicles  from  tvro  to  five  in  number  Qfipula  ejected  from  the  proceee  forming 

remainittff.  Solitary   Tubercles. — A  solitary  tubercle, 

TBXttam  scid  quickly  dissolves  the  enve-  generating  in  the  texture  of  the  coats  of  the 

lopes  ;   tiie  central  vesicles,  observed  of  a  air-tubes,  or  in  the  cellular  tissue  surround- 

white  colour,  remain.  ing  the  bronchi  or  blood-vessels,  only  aflects 

Diluted  nitric  acid  1,170,  corrugates  the  the  pulmonary  secretion  so  as  to  increase  it, 

globules,  and  tinges  them  of  a  deeper  yellow  and  also  presses  upon  the  coats  of  the  inter- 

colour.  mediate  and  capillary  blood-vessels,  as  well 

Diluted  hydrochloric  acid  1,070,  corru-  as  upon  those  of  the  minute  bronchial  rami- 

gates  the  globules.  fications,  so  much  so  as  to  impede  or  totally 

A  dilute  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  put  a  stop  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  as 

1,075,  corrugates  the  coverings  of  the  glo-  well  as  air,  in  that  small  portion  of  lung 
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lyfng  next  tbe  tubercle.    The  product  gene-  change  them  in  the  same  manner  aa  nitric 

rated  from  the  irritation  of  the  mucous  mem-  acid,  only  they  do  not  disappear  so  quickly, 
brane  differs  in  no  respect  from  that  of  a        Infusion  of  galls,  and  pure  alcohol  0»830, 

mu<x>us  membrane  irritated  by  the  application  produce  no  change. 

of  cold,  therefore  there  is  as  yet  no  qftaiitative        As  long  as  the  softened  tubercle  shall  not 

difference  between  the  sputa  of  an  ineipSent  have  thoroughly  been  thrown  off,  so  long  are 

catarrhal  process,  and  those  of  a  commencing  the  lenticular  spheres  mixed  with  the  sputa, 
tubercular  process ;  but  a  qutnUitative  ^^        The  tubercle  bang  expectorated,  the  sputa 

ference  is  given,  for  the  sputa  ejected  from  again  differ  according  to  the  difference  of  the 

an  incipient  catarrh  are  more  copious  than  pathological  process ;  for,  if  the  tubercular 

those  which  were  expectorated  from  the  irri-  process  has  been  local,  the  parietes  of  the 

tation  of  a  solitary  tubercle.  cancer  secrete  globules  of  pus,  which  are 

The  tubercle  increasing,  the  quantity  of  ejected  in   union  with  the  mucus  of  the 

sputa  increases  until  the  tuberck  becomes  irritated  or  inflamed  mucous  membrane  of 

softened,  which,  having  taken  place,  besides  the  air-passages,  until  the  contracted  parietes 

the  concocted  or  puriform  sputa,  there  are  and  the  cavern,  forming  a  cicatrix  by  granu- 

fonnd  yellowish-white  and  finely  granulated  lation,  become  consolidated,  the  lenticular 

particles  mixed  with  the  white  mucus ;  or,  spheres  being  no   longer  detected  in  the 

yellowish-white    oval    lenticular    particles,  sputa. 

whose  longest  diameter  scarcely  exceeds  the        But  if  the  tubercular  process  (the  indi- 

half  of  a  Viennese  line,  adhering  to  the  vidual  labouring  from  a  tuberculous  dyscra^ 

bottom  of  the  smooth  vessel  in  which  the  sis),  is  not  quieted  by  the  ejected  tubercle, 

sputa  are  accumulated.  the  lenticular  spheres  are  found  constantly 

It  is  seen  by  the  microscope  that  these  intermixed  vrith  the  sputa, 
yellowish- white  particles  are  a  compound  of  There  are  seen  in  the  tuberculous  sputa, 
roundish  or  ovate  lenticular  spheres,  gashed  besides  the  lenticular  spheres  now  described, 
globules,  and  mucus.  The  lenticular  spheres  and  white  tenacious  flocculi  before  noticed, 
are  from  the  same  sixe  to  ten  times  larger  white  mucous  and  granular-looking  shreds, 
than  the  globules  of  pus ;  they  present,  for  Investigated  by  the  microscope  they  contun 
the  most  part,  a  smoothish  surface,  and,  in  cells*  composed  of  tetra  or  pentagonal  mar- 
almost  all,  obscure  striae,  running  conoen-  gins  with  obscure  or  unequally  yellow  cen- 
trically,  are  detected.  Some  of  these  spheres  tres,  the  striated  margins  having  the 
are  fissured  once  or  oftener  from  the  peri-  diameter  and  texture  of  the  intermediate 
phery  towards  the  centre,  the  broadest  part  vessels  (capillaries.)  Besides  these  cells, 
of  the  fissure  continually  decreasing,  until  it  there  are  here  and  there  found  yellow  cylin- 
altogether  ceases  far  in  towards  the  centre,  drical  fibres  marked  with  black  transverse 
They  are   easily  broken,   and  break  with  lines  (muscular  fibres.) — Microscopic  Joum, 

angular  margins ;  whereas,  if  one  look  closely  — — 

at  the  face  of  the  fracture,  he  will  perceive  cask  of 

the  lenticular  sphere  to  be  composed   of 

concentric  UmeL,  resembling  a^nlb  of      RUPTURE  OF  THE  DIAPHRAGM. 

garlic.  

The  lenticular  spheres  fall  to  the  bottom  Though  a  constant  reader  of  your  valuable 

in  dutilled  water.     Dried  for  a  long  time  in  periodical  T%e  Veterinarian,  I  have  not  seen 

air,  they  are  not  changed,  with  the  exception  many  cases  recorded  of  death  almost  im- 

of  a  slight  diminution  of  their  diameter.  medUtely  foUowing  rupture  of  the  diaphragm. 

They  are  not  changed  by  distilled  water.  i  ^m  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  sending 

A  solution  of  caustic  potash  dissolves  them,  one,  and  if  it  is  deemed  worthy  of  insertion, 

They  are  in  no  respect  changed  by  liquid  it  is  at  your  service, 
ammonia  0,910.  On  the  8th  of  January  last,  Mr.  Cope, 

Concentrated  acetic  acid  1,030,  and  solu-  whose  pupil  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  was 

tions  of  tartaric  and  oxaUc  adds,  produce  no  desired  to  look  at  a  bkck  mare,  the  property 

chuige.  Qf  a  farmer  in  this  country,  who  said  that. 

In  dUute  nitric  acid  all  their  diameters  j^  coming  up  one  of  the  steep  hiUs  that  are 

are  enlarged  from  three  to  five  times,  and  go  plentiful  in  this  county,  she  stopped  sud- 

the  concentric  stnaj  disappear ;  tiiey  sweU  denly    and  breathed  very   laborfcusly,  so 

like  inflated  bladders,  become  semi-trans-  that  he  could  hear  her  at  a  great  distance 

parent,  are  bent  in  a  different  manner,  and  off.      She  was  unable  to  proceed  for  full 

ultimately  disappear  altogether.  fifteen  minutes,  and  ttien  she  slowly  jounM^ed 

They  are  not    changed  m  hydrochloric  on  with  her  load,  which  was  upwards  of  a 

^f*  ^»?^^'      *      J  ^  1    J  ^^'     ^°  coming  under  our  care  the  fol- 

Carbonate  of  soda,  acetate  of  lead,  prus-  lowing  symptoms  were  presented  :— 

siate  of  potash,  and  ammoniacal  sulphate  of     

copper,  do  not  change  them.  «  Iniiltrtted  pufanonal  cells,  (cellulas  pulmo- 

Solutions  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  1,275,  nales  infiltrataa.) 
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She  was  constantly  l3^ng  down  and  getting  was    opened;    but    the    httmoirhage    was 

up  again —while  down  she  would  frequently  promptly  arrested    by   tents  steep^  in   « 

turn  her  head  tu  her  side — she  perspired  styptic  liquid,  and  introduced  into  tbawMad 

very  much — the  pulse  was  80,  and  hard —  made  by  the  trocar, 
the  extremities  moderately  warm.  The  reporter  coadnded  by  propdang  that 

Venesection     vras  had    recourse    to  im-  Dr.  Lecaniia  slwvid  be  thanked  for  his  in- 

mediately,  and  copiously  ;  and  opium,  com-  teratiii^  covimuBication,  and  that  his  paper 

bined  with  ol.  lini  was  administered ;  but  in  sboold  be  depoaed  in  the  archiTes  of  the 

despite  of  all  our  efforts  she  died  hi  about  Academy, 
six  hours  after  the  first  appearaneeofillaeM^  M.  Dubois  (of  Amiens). — I  should  wish 

It  would  be  useless  to  oeenpy  nrach  time  to  know  whether  the  author  of  the  case  has 

in  describing  the  poat-ouKtem  appearances :  sought  for,  and   mentioned,  the  causes  of 

suffice  it  to  say,  thitkon  examining  the  chest  the  this  ascites?     Did  he  ascertain  the  state  of 

diaphragm  was  found  to  be  ruptured.    Tlie  the  liver  and  spleen  ?     In  short,  did  he 

rsptsre  extended  about  seTen  inches,  and  a  recognize  any  organic  disease  ? 
Urjge  portion  of  the  intestines  had  protruded        M.  Londx. — The  author  does  not  speak 

through  the  opening.    They  were  very  con-  of  any  organic  disease ;  he  only  mentions  a 

siderably  inflamed,   and  this  rupture  was  chronic  inflammation  of  the  intestines  and 

doubtless  the  cause  of  death. — Mr,Oabome^  peritoneum. — Gazette  Mcdiedle^  Sept.  24, 

tit  VeierfHorian.  1842. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 

At  the  sitting  of  the  French  Academy  of  on  the  19th  of  September,  a  memoir  was 

Medicine,  on  the  20th  of  September,  M.  read  by  M.  Faure,  first  Physician  to  the 

Londe  read,  in  his  ovm  name  and  M.  Jo-  Mib'tary  Hospital  at  Toulon,  on  paracentesu 

bert's,  a  report  on  a  case  sent  to  the  Academy  of  the  thorax,  performed  for  the  cure  of 

by  Dr.   Lecanus.   of  Yoetot.      It  was  an  pleuritic  effusion. 

account  of  a  woman  who  was  tapped  866  In  this  paper  M.  Faure  begins  by  showing 

times  for  ascites,  of  which  she  has  been  com-  the  importance  of  the  subject  of  empyema, 

pletely  cured  these  two  years.  and  he  refers  to  the  discussions  which  took 

The  interest  of  this  case,  said  the  re-  place  in  the  Academy  of  Medicine  on  occa- 

porter,  consists  in  the  knowledge  of  all  the  sion  of  a  memoir  upon  the  same  subject 

details  which.  I  am  about  to  analyse.  which  he  addressed  to  that  learned  society. 

A  woman,  aged  36,  was  attacked,  in  1823,  The  author  shows,  that  in  pleuritic  effu- 

by   a  chronic    entero-mesenteritis,   accom-  sion,  paracentesis  of  the  thorax  is,  in  the 

panied  by  marasmus,  suppression  of  urine,  majority  of  cases,  the  only  means  of  endea- 

and    irregular    menstruation.     By   degrees  vouring  to  save  the  patient  finom  an  almost 

the  abdomen  became  of  enormous  size,  from  inevitable  death  ;   and  that  this  (Operation  is 

the  presence  of  fluid  accumulated  in   the  far  too  much  neglected  because,  he  says,  its 

cavi^  of  the  peritoneum.     The  first  tapping  dangers  have  bran  exaggerated;   while,  on 

gave  issue  to  twenty  pounds  of  a  lemon-  the  other  hand,  its  indications  have   not 

coloured  limpid  fluid  ;    and    M.   Lecanus  been  well  appreciated,  nor  the  time  precisely 

ascertained,  after  the  sinking  of  the  abdomen,  pointed  out  when  we  ought  to  have  recourse 

that   it    contained    enormous    indurations,  to  it. 

Ten  days  afterwards  she  was  again  tapped,  M.  Faiire  lays  it  down  as  a  principle,  that 
and  so  rapidly  did  the  fluid  accumulate,  that  by  puncturing  the  thorax  with  a  trocar,  we 
it  was  necessary  to  repeat  the  operation  are  safe  from  a  very  dangerous  accident,  the 
everysix,  eight, ten,' or  at  the  utmost  twelve,  entrance,  namely,  of  air  into  the  thorax; 
days.  Kfteen  years  had  elapsed  in  this  and  affirms  that  at  the  expiration  of  forty- 
manner,  and  tapping  had  been  performed  eight  hours,  there  frequently  remains  no 
810  times,  when  Dr.  Lecanus  thought  of  trace  of  the  puncture.  Lastly,  after  having 
trying  compression  on  the  abdomen  with  said  that  more  than  200  persons  die  annually, 
pieces  of  ipaste-board  covered  with  linen,  suffering  under  thoracic  effusion,  whoee 
Hiis  remedy,  employed  gradually,  at  first  life  might  have  been  prolonged,  or  their  last 
retarded  the  accumulation  of  the  fluid  ;  and  moments  rendered  less  painful  by  paraoen- 
at  the  end  of  six  months,  during  which  tesis,  M.  Faure  cites  three  cases  of  empyema 
tapping  was  practised  at  more  or  less  distant  for  which  he  operated  at  Toulon,  last  Apri 
interv^,  it  was  perceived  that  the  ascites  no  and  May.  The  patients,  who  were  all  sol- 
longer  returned.  The  patient  has  now  been  diers  from  Africa,  were  in  great  danger  from 
completely  cured  these  two  years,  having  pleuritic  effusion,  suffocation  being  imminent, 
nndorgone  tapping  866  times  during  15  or  One  died  a  few  days  after  the  operation ;  the 
16  yean.     Once  only  the  epigastric  artery  other  two  were  still  alive  on  the  3 Ist  of  July, 
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trhea  M.  Fanre  reoelTed  accounti  of  the 
sequel  of  these  three  operations. 

MM.  Magendiei  Serres,  and  Breachet, 
were  commissioned  to  report  on  this  me- 
mmr.-^Oaiette  MMieale,  Sept.  24th,  1842. 

CUBEBINE. 

M.   MoNHBiii    has  described,    under  the 
above  term,  a  volatile  snbstance.     M.  Cas- 
sola,  under  the  same  name,   has  described 
a  soft  and  resinous,  and  Messrs.  Sonbeiran 
and  Capitaine  a  crystallized,  substance.     M. 
Steer  has  confirmed  the  result  of  these  latter 
writers  by  renewed  experiments,  the  result 
of  which  we  proceed  to  relate.     After  having 
submitted  the  cubeb  pepper  to  distillation,  in 
order  to  remove  the  essential  oil,  it  is  dried, 
and  an  alcoholic  extract  is  made,  which  is 
distilled  until  there  remains  only  one-fourth 
of  the  primitive  volume,  and  which  is  then 
filtered,  previous  to  submitting  to  renewed 
distillation.     When  this  has  been  done,  a 
residue  containing  some  resin  is  obtained, 
and  which  assumes  the  condition  of  a  mass 
approaching  to  the  crystalline  form,  when 
allowed  to  remain  in  a  cold  place.     This 
crystalline  mass  is  placed  on  linen,  which 
allows  the  resinous  Uquid  to  percolate  (the 
cubebine  of  M.  Cassola) :  after  twenty-foar 
hours  this   is  almost  completely  removed, 
and  the  mass  which  remains  is  dissolved  in 
three  or  four  times  its  weight  of  boiling  al- 
oohol,  sp.  gr.  0'90.     The  solution  is  allowed 
to  clarify,  maintaining  the  boiling  tempera- 
ture, the  Uquid  is  deouitedfrom  the  undis- 
solved resin,  and  the  cubebine  crystallises  on 
cooling.     In  order  to  purify  it,  it  is  dissolved 
in  concentrated  boiling  alcohol ;  animal  char- 
coal, and  a  little  boiling  water,  are  after- 
wards added  :   the  boiling  liquid  is  filtered, 
and  then  allowed  to  cool,  by  which  the  cu- 
.  bebine  is  precipitated  in  needles  of  some  lines 
in  length,  uncoloured,  and  of  a  pearly  lustre. 
It  crystallizes  from  concentrated  alcohol  in 
grains.     Under  this  form  it  possesses  but  a 
weak    odour    of  cubebs,    and  is    insipid, 
although  the  spirituous  solution  has  a  bitter 
taste.     It  is  insoluble  in  water,  almost  inso- 
luble in  cold  alcohol,  but  very  much  so  in 
boiling  alcohol,  even  when  it  contains  some 
water.     It  separates  from  the  solution  on 
cooling  under  the  form  of  flakes,  and  these 
are  readily  soluble  in  cold  alcohol. — AnnaU 
qf  Chymistry  and  Pract,  Pharmacy ,  No,  L 
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A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  October  1,  1842. 

Small  Pox 10 

Measleii   85 

Scarlatina  SI 

Hooptnip  Cough  , 15 

Croup  '. 7 

Thrush    5 

Diarrhoea    18 

Dysentery  10 

Cholera    9 

Influenza 0 

Typhus    ^ 88 

Erysipelas 2 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  153 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    265 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 24 

Diseases  ot  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Orfpans  of  Digestion    79 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 4 

Childbed 5 

Ovarian  Dropsy 0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 4 

Rheumstism 1 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &:c 2 

Ulcer    2 

Fistula   ;  1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 121 

Old  Af^e  or  Natural  Decay 64 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 

ranee   88 

Causes  not  specified  6 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 924 
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LECTURES  tremity  of  each  ovarium  u  always  attached 

to  the  corpus  fimbriatum,  and  by  this  means 

ON  THB  the  relative  situation  of  the  ovarium  to  the 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OF  fallopian  tubes  and  uterus  is  preserved. 

lai-nuriwiriiY  *  ovana  consist  of  a  serous  coat  denved 

MIDWIFERi,  f^^jjj  ^jjg  peritoneum,  and  a  dense  parenchy- 

J}elwered  m  the  Theatre  qf  St,  Georff€*s  matous  strncturc,    called    the   stroma,    in 

Hoofitai  which  the  Graafian  vesicles  or  ovisacs  arc 

^      *  contained.      Some    anatomists    describe   a 

By  Robert  Lbs,  M.D.  F.R.S.  fibrous  tissue  under  the  peritoneum  of  the 

_^^_  ovary,   which  they  have  called  the  tunica 

albuginea.    The  Graafian  vesicles  differ  from 

Lecturb  III.  one  another  in  size.      On  an  average  they 

nc  Anatomy  qftht  mimprefnaM  UitrvM  »e«™rf  "bont  two  line,  ta  diameter,  and 

ind  U»  appt-^'*-  generally  «ceed  ten  in  number.    Thelargert 

^^        '  project  at  the  surface,  and  the  smaller  vesir 

The  ovarta  and  fallopian  tubes,  the  utems,  des  are  imbedded  in  fiie  stroma  of  the  ovary, 

vagina,  and  external  organs,   compose  the  Each  vesicle  consists  of  two  distinct  coats 

generative  system  of  the  human  female.   The  or  membranous  layers,    which  adhere    so 

uterus  is  situated  within  the  pelvis,  behind  firmly,  that  they  are  separated  with  great 

the  bladder,  before  the  rectum,  below  the  difficulty  from  one  another.     Their  outer 

small  intestines,  and  above  the  vagma.    The  coat  adheres  loosely  to  the  stroma  of  the 

vagina    extends  downwards    and  forwards  ovary  by  soft  cellular  membrane,  through 

obHquely  between  the  bladder,  urethra,  and  which  numerous  arteries  and  veins  pass  to 

reetam,  from  the  uterus  to  the  vulva,  which  the  vesicle,  and  ramify  upon  its  coats.    The 

is  situated  at  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis.    Be-  frequent  extravasation  of  blood  into  the  ca- 

tween  the  layers  of  peritoneum,  which  are  vities  of  the  Graafian  vesicles  proves  that 

reflected  from  the  sidiss  of  the  utems  to  the  their  inner  membrane  is  vascular. 

pelvis,   forming  the  broad  ligaments,   are  Within  each  Graafian  vesicle  is  a  layer 

inclosed   the   fallopian    tubes,  ovaria,    and  composed  of  granules  ;  and  within  this  layer 

round  ligaments.  is  contained  an  albuminous  fluid.     Imbedded 

The  two  ovaria  are  situated  on  the  sides  in  that  part  of  the  granular  layer  correspond- 
of  the  utems,  in  the  posterior  dupllcatures  ing  to  the  place  where  the  wall  of  the 
of  the  broad  ligaments,  behind  and  a  little  Graafian  vesicle  is  in  contact  with  the  peri- 
below  the  fallopian  tubes.  At  the  age  of  toneum,  is  the  ovum  or  ovule.  This  is  a 
puberty  the  ovaria  are  of  an  oblong  form,  very  minute  body,  of  a  rounded  form,  con- 
flattened  on  the  anterior  and  posterior  sur-  sisting  of  yelk  granules  contained  within 
faces,  varying  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  a  thick  transparent  envelope,  which  is 
half  in  length,  and  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  jast  perceptible  'to  the  naked  eye.  The 
inch  in  thickness.  The  inner  extremity  of  part  of  &e  granular  layer  where  the 
each  ovarium  is  fixed  to  the  uterus  by  a  ovum  is  situated  is  in  the  form  of  a  disc,  in 
short  band  or  ligament,  chiefly  consisting  of  which  there  is  a  cup-like  depression,  in 
fibres  sent  off  from  the  muscular  coat  of  the  which  the  ovum  lies.  The  disc  is  called  the 
utems.  In  this  preparation  there  is  a  small  proUgerous  disc.  If  a  Graafian  vesicle  be 
fibro-cartilaginous  tumor,  with  its  blood-  removed  from  a  recent  human  ovarium,  and 
vessels  injected,  which  has  been  formed  in  opened  upon  a  plate  of  glass,  and  the  oon- 
the  right  ovarian  ligament.     The  outer  ex-  tents  pressed  out,  the  transparent  ovum  can 
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readUy  be  observed  with  the  naked  eye,  or  the  immature  egg  of  the  bird.  The  diaco- 
with  a  simple  magnifier,  after  the  opaque  very  of  the  germinal  vesicle  in  the  mam- 
granules  in  which  it  is  imbedded  have  been  miferous  ovum  by  Coste,  Valentin,  and 
woflhed  away  with  a  few  drops  of  pure  water.  Jones,  demonstrated  the  inaccuracy  of  Baer'a 

According  to  the  independent  microscopi-  view,  and  established  the  true  nature  of  the 

cal  observations  of  Coste  in  the  rabbit,  and  body  contained  in  the  Graafian  vesicle, 

of  Valentin  and  Mr.  Wharton  Jones  in  se-  "Die  ovaria  are  long  and  slender  in  the 

veral  of  the  mammifera,  there  is  a  transpa-  foetus,  and  are  then  placed  upon  the  paose 

rent  vesicle,  about  one-sixth  of  the  diameter  muscles,  a  little  way  under  the  kidneys, 

of  the  ovum,  inclosed  within  it,   which  is  They  contain  small  Graafian  vesicles  soon 

analogous  to  the  vesicle  which  exists  in  the  after  birth.     At  the  age  of  puberty  their  to- 

cicatricula  of  the  immature  eggs  of  birds,  and  lume  increases,  and  the  Graafian  vesicles  en- 

also  in  the  ova  of  all  other  animals.     This  large  and  contain  ova.     The  surface  of  the 

is  called  the  germinal  vesicle ;  and  on  one  oyaria  is  perfectly  smooth  [exhibiting  a  pre- 

aide  of  this  there  is  an  opaque  spot,  called  paration]  until  the  period  when  menatma- 

the  germinal  spot.  tion  commences  :  it  is  afterwards  marked  by 

This  spot  was  discovered  and  described  irregular  depressions,  like  cicatrices,  in  the 
simultaneously  and  independently  in  this  peritoneal  coat.  After  the  cessation  of  this 
country  and  in  Germany  by  Mr.  W.  Jones  function  the  ovaria  shrink,  become  hard 
and  Professor  Wagner.  The  germinal  vesi-  and  unequal,  and  the  coats  of  the  Graafian 
cle,  and  the  spot  on  its  side  of  the  mam-  vesicles  are  thick  and  opaque,  and  their  ca- 
miferous  ovum,  was,  I  believe,  first  shewn  vities  often  fiUed  with  a  black,  red,  or  fawn- 
in  London  in  1837,  at  the  College  of  Sur-  coloured  substance,  of  a  soft  consistence, 
geons,  by  Mr.  Wharton  Jones,  two  years  In  extreme  old  age  the  parenchymatous  sub- 
after  I  had  presented  his  paper  to  the  Royal  stance  of  the  ovaria  is  so  much  diminished. 
Society  describing  and  delineating  it.  that  they  are  not  larger  than  those  of  a 

The  earlier  anatomists  believed  that  the  young  child,  and  have  the  same  shape, 

ovaria  performed  a  function  similar  to  the  The  development  of  the  pelvis,  uterine 

testes.     Harvey  supposed  something  indefi-  system,  and  mammae,  the  function  of  men- 

nite  came  from  the  ovaria,  but  thought  it  struation,   and  all  the  peculiarities  of  the 

was  only  in  the  uterus  that  the  ovum  was  human  female,  depend  upon  the  ovaria.    The 

formed.    Steno  having  observed  the  Graafian  ovaria  may  be  considered  as  the  essential 

vesicles  in  the  ovaria  of  the  deer,  guinea-pig,  organs  of  the  generative  system  in  all  the 

BOW,  ass,  wolf,  &c.,  and  supposing  them  to  different  classes  of  animals,  for  they  are 

be  ova,  concluded  that  the  ovum  is  first  always  present,  whatever  form  this  system 

formed  in  the  ovaria,  and  afterwards  deve-  may  assume.     At  each  menstrual  period  a 

loped  in  the  uterus.  Graafian  vesicle  bursts,  and  the  contents 

De  Graaf,  in  1672,  first  accurately  de-  escape.      When  the  ovum  is  imprecated,  it 

scribed  the  structure  of  the  ovaria,  and  the  passes  from   the  ovary  into  the  fallopian 

vesicles  they  contain.      He  ascertained  that  tube,  and  a  corpus  luteum  is  formed  around 

these  burst  after  impregnation ;  that  a  yellow  the  Graafian  vesicle  in  which  it  had  been 

substance,    called  the    corpus    luteum,    is  contained. 

formed  in  the  situation  of  the  ruptured  vesi-  The  ovaria  are  liable  to  many  diseases 

cles ;  and  that  the  number  of  these  yellow  from  the  age  of  puberty  to  the  period  when 

bodies  corresponds  with  the  number  of  em-  the  catamenia  dkappear.     Their  peritoneal 

bryos  subsequently  found  within  the  uterus,  coat  often  becomes  inflamed,  and  false  mem- 

In  the  fallopian  tubs  of  the  rabbit,  three  branes  are  formed,  by  which  they  become 

days  after  impregnation,  he  saw  bodies  of  a  firmly  united  to  the  fallopian   tubes  and 

defined  shape,  much  smaller  in  size  than  the  uterus.     The  coats  of  the  Graafian  vesiolea 

vesicles  in  the  ovaria,  from  which,  recog-  are  often  in  a  thickened  morbid  state,  and 

nising  these  bodies  aa  ova,  he  inferred  that  their  cavities  distended  with  blood  and  other 

these  vesicles  of  the  ovaries  are  not  the  ova.  fluids.     Great  cysts  and  tumors,  some  of 

In  1778  Cruickshanks  made  some  experi-  which  are  of  a  malignant  nature,  are  notun- 

ments,  which  confirmed  the  accuracy  of  De  frequently  formed  In  the  Graafian  vesicles, 

Graaf  *s  observations,  which  had  be^  called  or  parenchyma  of  the  ovaria.     All  these, 

in  question  by  Haller  and  other  physiolo-  and  the  discuses  of  the  unimpregnated  ute- 

gists.     Prevost  and  Dumas  twice  perceived  rus,  fallopian   tubes,   vagina,  and  external 

a  small  spheric|il  body  within  the  unimpreg-  parts,  which  are  numerous  and  important, 

sated  Graafian  vesicle  of  the  rabbit,  which  will  be  considered  in  a  subsequent  part  of 

they  suspected  was  the  ovule.      Professor  the'course. 

Baer  first  unequivocally  demonstrated,   in  The  fallopian  tubes  extend  between  the 

1827,  the  ovcm  in  the  ovary  ;  but  he  mis-  upper  and  lateral  parts  of  the  uterus  to  the 

took  its  nature,  supposing  it  to  be  analogous  ovaria.     They  are  from  four  to  five  inches 

to  the  germinal  vesicle  discovered  by  Pur-  in  length,  and  are  situated  in  the  middle 
Jdnje  two  yean  before)  in  the  cicatricula  of    duplicatures  of  the  broad  ligaments,  between 
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the  two  Uyera  of  peritonedm  ;  as  the  iotes-  has  been  done  in  another  preparation    I 

tines  are  in    the  mesentery.     They  pass  now  show  you,  and  the  tube  thus  opened, 

from  the  sides  of  the  uterus  at  fint  upwards  the  walls  of  the  canal  of  which  are  held 

and  outwards,  and  then  downwards,  where  asunder  with  bristles,  is  suspended  by  the 

aub  temlmtes  in  a  wide,  open,  expanded  ovarium  in  alcohol. 

■Ali—iily^  -mAkk  is  Hisiiiid  into  fringes,  and  A  bristle  fills  the  canal  where  it  is  cut 

Is  edled  £fae  corpus  fimbriatum.     hi  eadh^  across  near  the  uterus.    The  canal  is  seen 

fdoinan  tube  there  is  a  canal,  by  which  a  enlarging  towards  the-  eofpvM  fimbriatum, 

communication  is  formed  between  the  peri-  and  the  longitudinal  folds   of   the  lining 

toneal  cavity  and  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  membrane  are  remarkably  distinct.     The 

Tliis  canal  is  very  slender,  where  it  is  enter-  corpus  fimbriatum  presents  the  appearance 

ing  the  uterus,  being  only  sufficient  to  admit  of  a  large  soft  vascular  membrane,  folded  up 

a  bristle,  but  it  is  wider  toward  the  outer  like  a  fan  or  umbrella,  and  one  of  its  broad 

extremity.     Air  and  mercury  pass  readily  fringes  is  seen  uniting  with  the  outer  ex- 

along  the  tubes,  from  the  corpora  fimbriata  treuity  of  the  ovary.     The  peritoneal  coat 

into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  of  the  ovary  is  continuous  with  that  of  the 

The   fallopian  tubes  consist  of  a  peri-  fringe,  by  which  the  tube  and  ovarium  are 

toneal,  muscular,  and  mucous  9oat.     The  united. 

latter  is  a  continuation  of  the  mucous  mem-  In  another   preparation,  [exhibiting  it] 

biane  which  lines  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  ;  the  blood-vessels  of  the  ovaria  and  fallopian 

and  through  the  whole  course  of  the  tube,  tubes  have  been  very  successfully  injected. 

It  forms  longitudinal  plies,  which  run  in  a  Numerous  branches  of  arteries  from  the 

spiral  direction,  as  in  the  oviducts  of  birds,  spermatics  are  seen  proceeding  to  the  tubes, 

Between  the  mucous  and  peritoneal  coats  and  especially  to  its  outer  extremity,  and 

of  tbe  tube  is  situated  the  muscular  coat.   In  forming  complete  loops  or   rings  around 

the  ordinary  condition  of  the  tube,  the  fibres  them.     Branches  from  the  same  arteries 

of  this  coat  are  so  'thin  and  pale,  that  it  is  supply  the  ovaria.     There  is  a  plexus  of  great, 

difficult  to  demonstrate  them,    and  some  tortuous  veins  also  seen  extending  between 

anatomists  have,  in  consequence,  expressed  the  base  of  the  ovaria  and  the  tubKCS,  which 

doubts  shout  the  existence  of  a  muscular  are  much  larger  than  they  would  be  if  their 

coat  in  the  fallopian  tubes.  sole  function  were  to  return  the  blood  from 

Here  is  a  specimen  of  fallopian  tube  ges-  tbe  arteries  of  the  tube.     These  veins  pro- 

tation,  [exhibiting  it]   in  which  the  mus-  bably    answer   the  purpose  of  an  erectile 

cular  coat  of  the  right  fallopian  tube  is  more  tissue,  and  cause  the  necessary  approxima- 

than    a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  tion  of  the  ovaria  and  tubes  when  conception 

The  entire  ovum  is  contained  in  the  tube  takes  place. 

about  midway  between  the  two  extremities ;  The  structure  of  the  fiillopian  tubes 
the  decidna,  chorion,  amnion,  placenta,  is  often  destroyed  by  adhesive  and  sup- 
embryo,  and  even  the  vesicula  umbilicaUs,  purative  inflammation.  An  accumulation 
are  aU  in  the  tube,  and  there  is  no  vestige  of  a  large  quantity  of  fluid  sometimes 
of  decidua  within  the  uterus.  The  walls  of  takes  place  in  their  canals,  when  their  ex- 
the  tube  had  performed  in  this  case  all  the  tremities  have  been  closed  by  inflammation 
functions  of  the  uterus,  till  the  time  it  and  other  causes.  In  persons  who  have 
burst,  and  the  fatal  internal  hfemorrhage  died  of  tuberculous  phthisis,  I  have  occa- 
took  place.  Hie  muscular  coat  of  the  tube  sionally  seen  a  quantity  of  soft  scrofulous 
could  readily  be  separated  into  distinct  matter  within  them,  and  their  coats  thick- 
strata  or  layers,  like  the  walls  of  the  gravid  ened  and  indurated.  Fibrous  and  malig- 
uterus,  and  you  can  see  large  veins  running  nant  tumors  are  very  rarely  developed  in 
throu^  it  similar  to  the  sinuses  of  the  ute-  the  walls  of  the  fallopian  tubes, 
rus.  I  traced  a  communication  by  means  Ciliary  movements  have  been  observed  by 
of  the  coagula  of  the  fibrine  of  the  blood  Purkinje  and  Valentin  in  the  mucous  mem- 
which  filled  these  veins,  between  the  inter-  braneofthe  fallopian  tubes,  uterus,  and  vagina 
stices  of  the  foetal  vessels  of  the  placenta,  of  the  rabbit,  both  before  and  after  impregna- 
and  these  veins  in  the  muscular  coat  of  the  tion.  The  direction  of  the  motion  is  from 
tube,  which  opened  obliquely  into  one  ano-  within  outwards.  I  do  not  know  whether 
ther,  and  enlarged  as  they  proceeded  out-  this  has  been  seen  in  the  human  subject, 
ward  to  the  surface,  where  they  terminated  In  shape  the  uierua  resembles  a  pear, 
in  one  iA  the  spermatic  veins.  about  three  inches  long,  compressed  before 

One  of  the  best  modes  of  examining  the  and  behind.     The  large  extremity  is  placed 

structure  and  connexions  of  the   fallopian  superiorly,  and  the  smaller  inferiorly  in  the 

tubes  is  to  remove  them  with  the  ovaria  pelvis.     The  uterus  is  in  the  direction  of  the 

from  the  uterus,  and  lay  open  the  canal  of  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  vagina,  with 

the  tubes  from  the  corpora   fimbriata  to  which  it  forms  a  great  angle,  b  in  the  axis 

the  uterus,  and   cover  them  with  water  or  of  the  outlet.     The  uterus  is  divided  into 

«liX»hol,  or  suspend  them  in  fluid.    This  fundus,  body,    cervix,  and  orifice.      The 
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fundus  IB  the  convex  portion  which   lies  thev  cervix,  in  the  shape  of  the  orifice,  and 

above  the  entrance  of  the  fallopian  tubes  condition  of  the  lips,  in  different  subjects, 

into  the  cavity.     The  body  of  the  uterus  In  some  the  os  uteri  is  like  a  flattened  nip* 

extends    between  the  fiindus  and  cervix,  pie,  and  projects  slightly  into  the  vagina ; 

which  is  the  contracted  part  below,   and  in  others  it  Is  round  and  prominent.     The 

which  terminates  in  the  o«   iinctB.      The  anterior  lip  usually  hangs  lower  in  the  va- 

uterus  consists  of  a  dense  muscular  coat,  gina  than  the  posterior:  the  vagina  being 

which  is  invested  on  the  outer  surface  by  united  to  the  cervix  uteri  higher  up  than 

peritoneum,    and  internally  by  a  mucous  before.     In  women  who  have  had  children 

membrane,  which  is  continuous  with  the  the  os  uteri  is  not  so  uniformly  smooth  and 

inner  membrane  of  the  vagina  and  fallopian  regular  as  in  those  who  have  never  been 

tabes.     The  peritoneum  adheres  firmly  to  confined. 

the  muscular  coat  of  the  whole  fundas,  and  The  internal  membrane  of  the  uterus  i^ 

a  considerable  portion  of  the  body  of  the  so  thin  and  delicate,  and  adheres  so  firmly  to 

uterus ;  but  between  the  muscular  coats  and  the  muscular  coat,  that  its  existence,  as  a 

peritoneum  of  the  lower  part  of  the  body  separ&te  tuuic,  has  been  called  in  qvestioa 

and  cervix  there  b  a  quantity  of  soft  cellula^  by  some  anatomists.     In  several  prepara- 

membrane    interposed.       The    peritoneum  tions  [exhibiting  them]  fibrous  tumors  have 

behind  passes  down,  and,  after  covering  the  been  developed  under  this  membrane  ;  and 

whole   cervix   uteri    and   a   small    portion  you  can  see  it  distinctly  reflected  over  the 

of  the  vagina,  is  reflected  upward  over  the  surface  of  these  tumors  from   the  uterus, 

rectum.     The  anterior  part  of  the  cervix  The  appearances  presented  by  the  fibres  of 

uteri,  being  in  immediate  contact  with  the  the  middle  coat  of  the  gravid  uterus,  and  the 

bladder,  is  not  covered  with   peritoneum,  sensibility  and  contractile    power    of    the 

The  muscular  coat  is  so  dense  that  it  is  im-  uterus    during    labour,  provo,   beyond  all 

possible  to  separate  and  to  trace  the  particu-  doubt,  that  it  is  muscular,  which  has  like- 

lar  direction  of  the  fibres  of  which  it  is  com-  wise  been  disputed. 

posed,  or  to  demonstrate  the  course  which  The  vagina  extends  from  the  uterus  to  the 

they  pursue,   as  we  can  do  in  the  gravid  external  parts.      It  consists  of  an  internal 

uterus.     Around  the  fallopian  tubes  they  mucous  membrane,  and  of  a  dense  highly 

appear  to  run  in  a  concentric  direction,  elastic  fibrous  tissue,   in  which  numerous 

^rom  the  upper  and  forepart  of  the  uterus,  arteries  and  veins  ramify,  and  to  which  many 

near  the  fallopian  tubes,  the  round  ligaments  nerves  are  distributed.     The  coats  of  the 

pass  off,  which  run  through  the  abdominal  vagina  are  continuous  with  the  middle  and 

canals,  and  are  lost  about  the  groins  and  internal  coats  of  the  cervix  uteri.     This  is 

external  parts. '  These  have  an  entirely  dif-  clearly  seen  in  a  preparation  [shewing  it] 

ferent  structure  from  the  broad  ligaments,  of  the  uterus  and  vagina,  in  which  the  cervix 

which  are  layers  of  peritoneum,   or  from  is  much  elongated,   and  the  coats  of  the 

ligaments  in  any  other  part  of  the  body.     In  vagina  thickened  from  irreducible  prolapsus 

the  gravid  uterus  it  can  be  readily  shewn  for  several  years.    The  penniform  rugae  and 

that  they  are  almost  entirely  composed  of  compound  lacuns  are  also  much  more  dia- 

fibres  sent  off  from  the  muscular  coat  of  the  tinctly  seen  in  this  lengthened  cervix  than 

uterus  with  blood-vessels  and  nerves.  in  the  ordinary  condition  of  the  part.     Near 

If  an  incision  be  made  through  the  walls  the  orifice  of  the  vagina  the  Hning  mem- 

of  the  uterus  before  or  behind,  its  small  brane,  especially  of  the  anterior  wall,  is  thick, 

triangular-shaped  cavity,  lined  with  a  vas-  and  deep  transverse  rugae  or  plaits  are  ob- 

cular  membrane,  comes  into  view.      The  served  in  it,  and  in  the  posterior  surface, 

fallopian  tubes  open  into  its  npper  angles.  There  are  numerous  papillse  on  the  edges  of 

and  the  cervix  uteri  into  its  lower.  these  rugae,  and  many  mucous  follicles  be- 

The  cervix  uteri,  which  varies  in  length,  tween  them.     The  vagina  is  widest  at  the 

is  contracted  at  the  npper  and  lower,  or  upper  part,   where  it  is  attached    to  the 

uterine  and  vaginal  orifices.     The  penniform  uterus;   and  its  linuig  membrane  is  more 

ntffit  are  situated  in  the  middle  part  of  the  smooth  than  near  the  orifice, 

cervix,  between  which  there  are  seen  nu-  Tliere  is  a  great  plexus  of  veins  in  the 

merous  orifices  of  compound  mucous  ducts  outer  coat  of  the  vagina  near  its  orifice, 

or  lacuns,  which  secrete  a  peculiarly  viscid  which  is  also  surrounded  with  the  sphincter 

matter.    The  Nabothean  glands,,  which  often  vaginae  muscle.     The  vagina  adheres  firmly 

present  the  appe^irance  of  small  sacs  dis-  by  cellular  membrane  to  the  urethra,  the 

tended  with  viscid  fluid,  are  situated  both  bladder,  and  rectum.     Its  upper  extremity  ia 

upon  the  margin  of  the  os  uteri  and  within  attached  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus  lower  down 

the  cervix.    The  oe  uteri  has  two  lips,  with  before  than  behind.     The  posterior  wall  of 

a  transverse  chink  or  depression,  which  is  the  vagina  is  separated  from  the  rectum  the 

sometimes  so  slight  that  it  can  scarcely  be  whole  thickness  of  the  perineum,  by  a  trian- 

felt  with  the  point  of  the  finger.    There  is  gular  space,  which  is  filled  with  a  cellular 

,  a  great  difference  observed  in  the  length  of  membrane.    The  direction  of  the  axis  of  the 
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Tagina,  as  I  have  already  said,  docs  not  cor-  lining  membrane.     The  veins  form  a  great 
respond  with  that  of  the  brim,  but  of  the    plexus  in  the  muscular  coat,    which  can 

cavity  and  outlet  of  the  pelvis.  readily  be  traced  from  the  inner  to  the 

The  orifice  of  the  vagina  is  about  an  inch    outer   surface   of  the   uterus,   opening  ob- 

ani  a  half  from  the  symphysis  pubis  ;  and  it  liquely  -into  one  another,    and    enlarging 

is  either  partially  closed  by  the  hymen,  which  as  they  approach  the  trunks  of  the  sper- 

19  a  doubling  of  the  lining  membrane,  of  a  matic    and    hypogastric    veins.      Even   in 

concentric  shape,  or  it  has  several  small  fro-  the  unimpregnated  uterus  the   veins   form 

longatioDS  of  the  lining  membrane  projecting  great  plexuses,  not  only  in  the  substance  of 

from   it,   which   are  called  the  carunculet  the  organ,  but  around  the  cervix  and  body, 

wyrtifin^met.  and  in  the  walls  of  the  vagina,  and  between 

The  mons  veneris,  labia,  clitoris,  nymphs,  the  ovaria  and  fallopian  tubes.     In  this  pre- 

vestibulum,  and  perineum,  are  the  external  paration  [exhibiting  it]  all  these  veins  have 

fMfts  of  generation.    The  mona  venerit  is  been  filled  with  blue  injection ;  and  so  large 

»tnated  over  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  is  are  they,   that  the 'uterus  appears  literally 

composed  of  adipose  and  cellular  membrane  imbedded  in  them.     At  the  full  period  of 

covmd  by  the  int^uments.     It  divides  into  pregnancy  the  veins  in  the  substance  of  the 

the  labiOf  which  pass  down  and  bound  the  uterus  form  one  of  the  greatest  plexuses  in 

orifice  of  the  vagina  on  each  side,  and  after-  the  human  body ;    and  where  the  placenta 

wards  unite  at  the  anterior  border  of  the  adheres,  they  open,  after  its  separation,  into 

perineum.                              »  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  The  lining  membrane 

Between  the  labia  is  situated  the  vulva,  of  these  great  veins — and  they  have  only  one 
which  contains  the  clitoris,  nymphse,  and  membrane,  and  no  proper  valves — is  con- 
the  orifices  of  the  vagina  and  urethra.  The  tinnous  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
body  of  the  clitoris,  which  is  situated  at  the  uterus,  as  the  lining  membrane  of  the  fallopian 
upper  part  of  the  vulva,  is  formed  by  the  tubes  is  continuous  with  it  and  with  the  peri- 
union  of  its  two  crui-a,  and  its  anterior  ex-  toneal  sac.  I  believe  it  is  in  consequence  of 
tremity  is  covered  by  the  prepuce,  from  each  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  the  great  veins 
side  of  which  one  of  the  nymphse  descends  open  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  that  attacks 
obliquely  about  an  inch  and  a  half.  The  of  uterine  and  crural  phlebitis  occur  so  often 
nymphe  chiefly  consist  of  dense  cellular  after  delivery,  and  of  which  I  now  show  you 
tissue  and  blood-vessels.  Under  the  clitoris  one  of  the  most  striking  examples  that  has 
and  between  the  nymphse  is  the  smooth  yet  been  observed. 

triangular  space  called  the  vestibulum,  at  the  Upon  the  table  is  the  uterus,  and  all  the 
lower  part  of  which,  and  immediately  above  veins  connected  with  it,  of  a  woman  who 
the  ostium  vi^Jgina,  is  the  orifiee  of  the  died  on  Monday,  the  9th  instant,  four 
urethra.  The  urethra  passes  to  the  bladder  weeks  after  delivery,  and  who  had  true 
under  the  symphysis  pubis  along  the  upper  phlegmasia  dolens  in  both  lower  extremi- 
Burfu%  of  the  vagina,  to  which  it  is  firmly  ties,  the  left  having  been  first  and  most 
united  by  a  thick  fibrous  and  vascular  struc-  severely  affected.  She  was  under  the  care 
tore.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra  of  Mr.  Brookes,  of  Bedford  Street,  and  Mr. 
is  usually  of  a  red  colour,  and  it  is  perfo-  Jones,  Soho  Square,  and  suffered  chiefly 
rated  with  the  ducts  of  several  mucous  from  great  debility,  fever,  constant  sick- 
glands.  Two  of  these,  near  the  orifice,  have  ness,  and  diarrhoea.  I  examined  the  body 
been  called  Cowper's  glands  of  the  female,  with  Mr.  Beck  on  the  12th  instant  (the 
The  perineum  extends  from  the  posterior  day  before  yesterday) ;  and  we  removed  all 
commissure  of  the  labia  or  fourchette  to  the  the  pelvic  viscera,  blood-vessels,  and  nerves, 
anus.  Within  the  fourchette  is  a  smooth  which  you  now  see.  There  '^  Qo  trace  of 
depressed  cavity  called  the  fossa  navicularis.  peritoneal  inflammation  about  the  uterus ; 
The  uterus  and  its  appendages  are  sup-  and  the  intestines  were  perfectly  sound. 
plied  with  blood  from  the  spermatic  and  All  the  veins  of  the  cervix  uteri,  on  the  left 
hypogastric  arteries.  The  spermatics,  after  side,  are  filled  with  pus  and  lymph,  and 
sending  branches  to  the  tubes  and  ovaria,  coated  with  false  membranes.  The  same  is  the 
pass  down  to  the  uterus,  and  there  freely  condition  of  the  left  internal,  common,  and 
anastomose  with  the  uterine  branches  of  the  external  iliac  and  femoral  veins.  The  coats 
hypogastrics.  The  upper  part  of  the  uterus  of  the  vena  cava  are  greatly  thickened  as  high 
is  chiefly  supplied  with  blood  by  the  sper-  as  the  diaphragm,  and  a  rough  fisdse  mem- 
matic  arteries ;  and  the  body,  cervix,  and  brane  adheres  to  the  whole  of  its  inner  sur- 
vagina,  solely  by  the  hypogastrics.  The  face.  Within  this  is  a  soft  yellowish  sub- 
whole  muscular  coat  oC  the  uterus,  as  you  stance,  which  washes  away  like  a  mixture  of 
may  observe  in  this  preparation,  is  pervaded  pus  and  lymph,  with  coagula  of  blood.  A 
with  innumerable  convoluted  branches  of  quantity' of  purulent  fluid  escaped  from  the 
the  spermatic  and  hypogastric  arteries,  which  vena  cava  when  it  was  opened  near  its  bifur- 
have  been  injected,  and  are  seen  passing  Nation ;  and  at  this  point  there  was  a  firm 
obliquely  through  the  different  strata  to  the  union  between  the  vein  and  the  last  lumbar 
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rertebra  and  carttlages.  The  right  common,  n«nt  apex.  It  pnbuites  throiigh<rat,  faai  a 
external,  and  internal  iliac,  and  femoral  and  lond  rasping  sonfflet  aynchronons  with  the 
saphena  veins,  are  all  destroyed  by  inilamma-  pulsation  of  the  radial,  from  which  Teasel 
tion,  though  less  disorganized  than  on  the  left  the  tumor  cannot  be  separated.  It  can  be 
side.  Theleft  spermatic  vein,  from  the  uterus  partially  emptied  by  firm  pressure  on  tl» 
to  its  termination  in  the  renal  Tcin,  is  thick-  artery  above,  or  on  its  apex,  and  when  •» 
enedandlinedwithfalse  membranes,  and  filled  emptied  its  sides  have  a  solid  cartilagixx>iia 
with  coagula  of  blood.  The  liver  and  lungs  feel,  the  apex  remaining  soft.  The  integu- 
contained  no  secondary  abscesses.  An  iuci-  ment  is  not  discoloured.  From  this  point 
sion  was  made  through  the  integuments  and  the  radial  can  be  traced  in  its  ordinary 
cellular  tissue  down  to  the  fascia  of  the  right  course  on  the  back  of  the  thumb,  enlarged, 
leg,  which  was  most  swollen,  and  a  quantity  tortuous,  and  presenting  characters  in  other 
of  serum  flowed  out  of  the  cellular  tissue,  respects  similar  to  those  of  the  brachial, 
which  a])peared  quite  healthy.  The  ulnar  artery,  in  like  manner,  can  be 
This  dissection  demonstrates  that  in  this  traced  in  the  lower  half  of  tiie  forearm,  pre- 
case  of  phlegmasia  dolens  the  inflammation  senting  pathological  appearances  precisely 
commenced  in  the  uterine  branches  of  the  similar,  until  it  arrives  opposite  the  larger 
hypogastric  veins,  and  subsequently  extends  tumor  on  the  radial.  It  there  seems  to  at- 
from  them  into  the  iliac  and  femoral  trunks  tain  a  greater  degree  of  dilatation  and  tor- 
of  the  affected  side.  tuosity,  extending  across  the  wrist,  forming 
The  absorbents  of  the  uterus  and  its  ap-  a  flattened  swelling  as  thick  as  the  finger, 
pendages  accompany  the  spermatic  and  and  as  large  as  a  half-crown  piece,  pulsating 
hypogastric  veins.  As  they  are"  extremely  very  violently,  and  communicating  to  the 
small,  and  are  demonstrated  with  great  diffi-  ear  a  loud  rasping  soufflet.  The  same 
culty  in  the  unimpregnated  uterus,  and  as  I  swelling,  more  flattened,  and  pulsating  with 
.  have  no  {^paration  to  shew  them  injected,  less  violence,  extends  along  the  ulnar  half  of 
nor  have  ever  seen  one,  it  will  be  more  the  palm,  and  seems  to  terminate  in  the 
satisfactory  to  describe  them  hereafter  with  slough  afterwards  to  be  described.  TTie  ra- 
the nerves  of  the  gravid  uterus.  dial  half  of  the  palm,  and  the  backs  of  the 

_  fingers,   have  the  same   appearance  to  the 

eye  as  that  of  the  ulnar,  but  to  the  ioueh 

CLINICAL  NOTES,  are  devoid  of  pulsation,  with  a  peculiarly 

•&#  rk  "^^  semifluctuating  feel  as  if  occupied  by  a 

By  J.  Adair  Laurie,  M.D.  congeries  of  tortuous  dilated  veins.     The 

Professor  of  Surgenr,  Anderson's  University,  integuments  are  hardly  perceptibly  disco- 

"*"^*^*  loured,  of  a  very  slight  blue  tinge,  with  the 

I.  On  some  of  the  more  unusual  forms  exception  of  three  red  vascular  spots,  appa- 

OF  ANEURISM.  rontly  superficial  nsevi ;  one  on  the  palmar 

wrist,   one  on  the  palm,   and  one  on  the 

rt^^i^i  ^^^.^mm^  ^f  ^»\4  n^^mm—fim^^iiM^  sccoud  fiuger.      Prcssurc  on  the  radial  ar- 

JZ.Cure  ^  easily  commands  all  pulsation  in  the 

course  of  that  vessel,  while  that  in  the  ulnar 
Murdoch  M'Lennan,  set.  21,  bleacher.  continues,  and  vieevered;  while  moderate 
All  of  the  arteries  of  the  right  upper  pressure  on  any  part  of  the  artery  above  the 
limb,  especially  the  larger  arterial  trunks,  bend  of  the  elbow  commands  all  pulsation 
are  enlarged.  The  subclavian  as  high  as  in  the  forearm.  Pressure  on  the  arteries 
it  can  be  traced,  the  axillary,  and  the  causes  acute  pain  in  the  fingers  and  palm  of 
brachial,  are  fuller,  larger,  and  of  a  much  the  hand.  Remaining  portions  of  palm  of 
more  powerftil  beat,  than  natural,  —  hand,  and  roots  of  first  and  second  fingers, 
the  latter  vessel  being  apparently  equal  in  are  covered  by  clotted  dressings,  on  par- 
size  to  the  common  iliacs.  The  pulsation  is  tially  removing  which  a  foul  sloughy  sur&oe 
peculiarly  vibratory.  The  radial  artery  is  is  exposed.  The  third  joints  of  Uie  first  and 
greatly  increased  in  size,  and  tortuous  second  fingers  are  bent  at  a  very  acute 
throughout  its  course.  About  the  middle  of  angle,  beyond  which  they  cannot  be  ex- 
the  forearm  it  bulges  into  a  swelling  about  tended.  The  fingers  themselves  are  soft, 
the  size  of  the  point  of  the  thumb,  which  puffy,  with  a  feeling  of  superficial  fluctna- 
pulsates  more  strongly  than  any  other  part  tion,  painful  but  not  pulsating.  The  thumb, 
of  the  vessel,  from  the  subdavian  down-  ring,  and  little  fingers,  nearly  normal.  The 
wards,  with  a  strong  whirring  vibratory  feel,  veins  of  the  arm  are  enlarged,  and  on  ad* 
and  a  loud  rasping  soufflet.  Its  pulsations  musion  were  reported  to  pulsate  feebly, 
are  distinctly  visible,  and  resemble  the  ac-  The  limb  is  smaller  than  its  fellow, 
tion  of  a  small  energetic  heart.  On  the  Says  that  the  pulsating  swellings  on  the 
same  vessel,  half  an  inch  from  the  wrist,  is  hand  and  forearm  are  congenital,  and  that 
another  swelling,  as  Urge  as  a  pullet's  efg,  they  have  not  materially  increased  beyond 
of  an  ovoid  form,  with  a  somewhat  promi-  the  proportional  growth  of  the  limbs.    The 
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lower  tumor  over  the  radial  artery  was  about  former  bleedings.    The  house  surgeon,  and 

the  siie  of  a  hazel-nut  till  six  years  ago,  the  young  men  who  were  assisting  him,  re- 

when  it  was  suddenly  increased  in  conse-  ported  that  pressure  on  the  subclavian  and 

quenoe  of  a  blow,  and  has  since  gradually  but  brachial  had  no  influence  in  restraining  the 

^owly  enlarged.     Since  childhood  has  been  flow  of  blood,  wliich  could  only  be  arrested 

liable  to  suppuration  and  heemorrhage  from  by  firm  pressure  on  the   bleeding  point, 

the  palm,  the  latter  occurring  every  3d  or  Pulsation  having  returned  to  the  ulnar  ar- 

4th  month,  and  easily  checked  by  pressure,  tery,  it  was  proposed  to  tie  that  vessel  im- 

Within  the  last  four  years  the  discharge  of  mediately  ;  but  to  this  the  patient  would  not 

pus  has    been  constant,    and  the  loss  of  submit  until  to-day.     The  vessel  was  tied 

blood  more  frequent  and  profuse.      Five  an  inch  and  a  half  above  the  wrist,  and  was 

days  ago  the  bleeding  became    unusually  foimd  large  and  very  tortuous.      Did  not 

profuse,  and  before  it  could  be  checked  by  lose  a  tea-spoonful  of  blood.     Compress  and 

pressure,   he   lost    two   pounds    of  blood,  bandage  were  continued  to  palm  of  hand. 

Eight  hours  ago  it  returned,   and  he  lost  24th. — First  and  second  fingers  sphace- 

abottt  an  equal  quantity.     A  tourniquet  was  lated ;  point  of  thumb  gangrenous.     A  livid 

then  applied,  and  he  was  conveyed  to  the  patch  over  first  phalanx  of   little  finger, 

hospital.  Wound  of  first  operation  dressed  for  first 

On  admission  he  was  faint,  and  the  pulse  time  to-day.     Ligature  came  away  in  the 

feeble.      After  he  had  rallied  it  was  116,  dressings;  wound  looking  well, 

soft.     Action  of  heart  strong ;  sounds  are  28th.  —  Wound  of    operation   on    ulna 

loud  and  regular.      No  soufflet  detected  in  dressed  to-day,  and  looking  well.     Ligature 

any  other  artery  of  the  body,  all  of  which,  came  away.     First  and  second  fingers  dead 

ao  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  seem  of  a  nor-  as  low  as  articulations  with  metacarpal  bone, 

mal  size.      The  tourniquet  was  taken  off,  Other  parts  of  hand  as  formerly.     The  apex 

and  he  was  carefully  watched.  of  the  larger  tumor  on  radial  discoloured. 

March  12th. — By  advice  of  consultation  May  18th. — Since  last  report  has  gone  on 

brachial  artery  was  tied  in  lower  third  of  favourably.     The  first   and  second  fingers 

arm.     The  vessel   was   exposed  by  a  very  have  been  removed,  and  the  wound  is  gra- 

careful  dissection,  the  ligatures  passed  cau-  nulating  healthily.      The  gangrene  of  the 

tiouBly  round  it,  and  tied  in  the  ordinary  thumb  did  not  extend    beyond  its  point, 

way.     The  artery  was  as  large  as  the  little  which  has  not  yet  separated.     One  or  two 

finger,  and  its  coats  very  thin.     Pulsation  in  of  the  articulations  of  the  ring  and  little 

all  the  parts  distal  to  the  ligature  imme-  fingers  were  opened  by  the  separation  of  the 

diotely  ceased.     Did  not  lose  two  drachms  sloughs,  the  projecting  ends  of  the  bones 

of  blood,  and  bore  operation  well.     Wound  were  snipped  off  with  bone  forceps,  and  the 

dressed  on  table  with  strips  of  adhesive  parts  are  now  looking  well.     The  apex  of 

plaster.                                 «  the  tumor  mentioned  in  last  report  sloughed, 

13th. — Soon  after  operation  complained  and  several  large  portions  of  calcareous  de- 
of  pain  in  palm  of  hand ;  relieved  by  mor-  posit  were  discharged  from  it,   confirming 
phia.     Heat  of  limb  quite  natural,  except  the  opinion  given  of  it  in  the  original  state- 
fingers,  which,  however,  are  very  little  colder  ment  of  the  case, 
than  they  should  be.  General    health  very  good ;    walks    out 

15th.  —  Points  of  two  first  fingers  and  daily. — Dismissed  cured, 
thumb  somewhat  livid;  veins  on  back  of  September  18. — This  young  man  called 
forearm  and  hand  have  the  appearance  of  upon  me  to-day.  Sloaghs  have  separated 
livid  streaks,  in  which  the  circulation  is  from  fingers  and  thumb,  and  the  sores 
going  on  slowly.  A  large  arterial  branch  is  have  nearly  healed.  Can  now  move  thumb 
felt  bating  on  back  of  arm,  and  reaches  and  little  finger,  but  not  ring  finger, 
nearly  as  low  as  the  elbow.  Action  of  the  Sore  left  by  removal  of  two  first  fin- 
heart  much  excited,  with  severe  palpitations  gers  has  not  yet  healed,  but  presents  an 
and  slight  bellows  murmur,  most  probably  indolent  ulcer  about  half  en  inch  broad  by 
owing  to  reaction  following  the  loss  of  blood  an  inch  long.  Palm  of  hand  fully  more 
previous  to  admission.     Bowels  slow.  soft  and  flaccid  than  when  he  left  the  hos- 

lDJ«c.  enema  domeetieum.  f}*^r  »"^  P"^"«''8  obscurely.     No  puka- 

RTr.  Opu,   Tr.  Digitoli.,  Sp.  Ammon.  '"J"  '»  *?  ^f'"?"?/  ??^  <>(  »ln»i  ™dj«l 

Aromat.  m.  3j.     Tr.  Hyosdam.  Nigr.,  "",7  pulsates  feebly  Ubro»gho«ti  smriler 

Snm  4i  ter  indies  *""  existe,  but  smaller,  and  pulsating 
'  ^'  '  mildly ;  ulcer  left  by  breaking  up  of  larger 
22d. — ^The  palpitations  ceased,  the  ap-  swelling  has  cicatrised ;  anterior  inter-oa- 
pearances  of  gangrene  on  the  fingers  and  seous  is  felt  very  obscurely,  if  at  all.  Bra- 
thumb  did  not  extend,  and  he  continued  chial  at  bend  of  arm  is  enlarged,  but  does 
doing  well  till  the  20th,  at  4  p.m.  when  pro-  not  beat  strongly  ;  it  is  obliterated  for  an 
fuse  hemorrhage  recurred  from  situation  of  inch  at  the  point  where  it  was  tied,  a  branch 
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ia  found  to  beat  in  its  immediate  neighbour-        This  case  throws  some  light  on  the  origin 

hood,  and  the  vessel  formerly  noticed  on  the  and  nature  of  this  carious  arterial  disease. 

outside  of  the  arm  continues  still  of  con-  It  appears  to  me  to  go  far,  in  coi^unction 

siderable  size.     The  axillary  and  subclavian  with  some  other  cases,  to  prove  that  it  be- 

arteries  are  as  large  as  they  were  on  admis-  longs  to  the  same  class  of   disease   with 

sion  into  hospital.     The  latter  of  these  ves-  nievus,  and  aneurism  byjmastomosis.  In  this 

sels  has  an  approach  to  a  double  sound,  case  it  was  congenital,  and  presented  on  one 

heard  most  distinctly  when  the  patient  is  in  limb  examples  of  all  the  forms  of  the  dis> 

the  erect  posture ;  when  sitting,  the  second  ease.     On  the  integuments   of  the  wrist, 

sound  has  none  of  the  bellows  murmur,  palm  of  the  hand,  and  fingers,  we  had  the^ 

The  heart,  carefully  examined,  was  healthy,  simple  naevus,  consisting  of  a  varicose  state 

of  the  vascular  tissue  of  the  skin.     At  the 

This  case,  of  confessedly  a  rare  disease,  roots  of  the  first  and  second  fingers,  we  had 

more  particularly  in  the  extremities,  appears  the  erectile  tissue  ulcerated  and  bleeding 

to  roe  worthy  of  being  recorded.     So  far  as  most  profusely.     On  the  ulnar  side  of  the 

I    am   aware,   examples  occurring  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  we  had  tortuous  enlarge- 

extremities  were  first  published  by  Breschet,  ment,  the   vessel  pulsating  violently;    on 

in  his  excellent  memoir  on  Aneurisms,  in  the  radial  side,  we  had  apparently  the  same 

the   3d  vol.  of  "  M^moires  de  I'Acadfmie  state  of  parts,  but  without  pulsation  ;   on 

Royale,"  for  1833.     His  first  case  (p.  138)  the  vessels  of  the  fore-arm  we  had  cricoid 

is,  in  many  respects,  a  complete  counterpart  aneurism  with  thinning  of  the  coats,  tor- 

of  M'Lennan's.     It  was  in  the  right  arm,  tuosity,  and  small  aneurismal  tumors  of  the 

and  the  increased  diameter  of  the  brachials,  mixed  kind;  and  in  the  brachial,  axillary,  and 

with  the  tortuosity  of  the  vessels  of  the  fore-  subclavian,  enlargement  of  the  calibre  of  the 

armandhand,  so  much  resemble  M'Lennan's,  arteries  with  thinning  of  their  coats,  but 

that  Brescfaet's  first  plate  gives  a  very  accu«  without  tortuosity  or  aneurismal  tumors, 
rate  representation  of  the  state  of  the  arte-        Although  these  diseases  are  very  probably 

ries  in  M'Lennan.     It  differed  from  it  in  essentially  the    same,   and  arise  from  the 

thb,  that  there  was  no  hsmorrhage,  no  ne-  same  cause,    in  a  practical  point  of  view 

cessity  for  operation,  and  that  the  existence  it  is  important  to  recollect  that  they  ooeor 

of  the  disease  was  only  ascertained  on  dis-  separately.     It  is  farther  of  importance  to 

section.     Breschet's  second  case   (p.  140)  divide  them  into  cricoid  aneurism  without 

was  on  the  right  thigh  and  leg.    The  femo-  erectile  tissue,  and  cricoid  aneurism  with  the 

ral  artery  was  tied;  partial  gangrene,  suppu-  addition  of  erectile  tissue.    The  prognosia 

ration,  and  death,  followed.     Allusion  is  of  these  two  is  diflferent  both  before  and  after 

made  to  a  third  case,  in  which  the  iliac  ar-  operations.     B^bre  operation  the  two  die- 

teries  were  found  dilated  and  tortuous,  by  eases,   when  combined  (and  in  many  in* 

Cloquet  in  1816.     In  a  fourth  case,   the  stances  erectile  tissue  without  cricoid  anea- 

discase  existed  in  the  inferior  extremity ;  rism)  are  liable  to  ulcerate,  and  endanger  or 

frequent  hemorrhage  from  an  ulcer  required  destroy  the  patient  by  hiemorrhage.    Crieoid 

interference ;    ligature  of  the  femoral  was  aneurism  without    erectile    tissue    s^don 

deemed    improper;    amputation  was  per-  causes  hflemorrhage.    ^ieropention,w}un 

formed,  and  the  patient  died  (p.  183).  the  only  admissible   operation  is  that  of 

So  far,  then,  as  these  cases  go,  they  offered  tying  the  arterial  trunk  supplying  the  dia- 

verylittJe  encouragement  for  the  performance  ease,  if  the  diseases  are  combined  the  ut- 

of  an  operation.  In  M'Lennan's  case  surgical  most  we  can  hope  for  is  an  arrrest  of  their 

interference    was    absolutely   necessary  in  progress,   not  a  radical  cure.     Numerpus 

order  to  prolong  his  life.     At  a  consultation  cases  prove  that,  after  ligature  of  the  prin- 

several  measures  were  canvassed,  but  I  de-  cipal  artery,  cricoid  aneurism  combined  with 

cided  on  tying  the  brachial  above  the  elbow,  erectile  tissue  returns,  and  may  end  fatally, 

as  offering  the  greatest  number  of  advan-  whereas  ligature  of  the  main  artery,  or  even 

tages.    The  success  was,  perhaps,  greater  of  the  enlarged  branches,  will  probably  be 

than  I  had  any  reason  to  anticipate,  for  found  a  radical  cure  fbr  cricoid  aneurism 

although  the  disease  cannot  be  said  to  be  alone.     I  say  **  probably,"  not  being  yet  in 

cured,  its  progress  has  been  arrested,  the  possession  of  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  to 

lad's  life  placed  beyond  immediate  danger,  prove  it. 

and  his  limb  preserved.     So  far  as  one  case        The  treatment  of  the  two  cases  must  be 

goes,  it  establishes  the  propriety  and  safety  different ;  when  in  combination  it  must  con- 

of  tying  arteries  in  similar  cases,  and  it  shows  sist  of  ligature  of  the  main  artery,  followed 

that  there  is  no  necessity  for  going  so  far  immediately    by   local  measures    directed 

from  the  disease  as  to  enable  us  to  tie  a  sgainst  the    erectile    tissue.     M'Lennan's 

sound  part  of  the  vessel.      At  both  the  case,  with  many  others,  prove  the  necessity  of 

points  operated  on  the  vessels  were  highly  this  cdtaibination.  In  eight  days  after  ligature 

diseased,  and,  in  as  far  as  the  operations  of  the  brachial  artery  hiemorrhage  returned, 

themselves  went,  they  terminated  as  favonra-  and  was  only  arrested  by  ligature  of  the 

bly  as  if  the  arteries  had  been  healthy.  ulna,  and  local  pressure ;  and  notwithstanding 
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these  measures  were  aided  by  partial  spha-  erectile  tissue  the  secondary,  disease ;  whereas 

celus,  inflammation  and  its  attendant  con-  the  conyerse  very  frequently  happens,  and 

densation  of  the  surroun  ling  tissues,  the  occurred  in  the  cases  of  Dumand,  M*Len- 

disease  cannot  be  said  to  be  radically  cured,  nan,  and  one  related  by  Mr.  Russel*.     If 

In  the  case  of  Etienne  Dumand,  as  given  by  this  view  be  correct,  the  operation  may  be 

Dupuytren,   in    the    6th    vol.   Repertoire  delayed  in  uncomplicated  cricoid  aneurism 

d*AH4itotnie,  the  diseases  were  combined  on  to  a  later  period  than  would  be  safe  in 

the  side  of  the  head.     Erectile  tissue  ex-  the  two  diseases  combined,  or  erectile  tissue 

ifited  in  the  ear,  from  which  repeated  hsemor-  alone. 

rhage  had  occurred.     The  enlarged  arterial  What  operation  is  required  in  uncompli- 

br^ches  had  been  tied  by  MM.  Vopulus  cated  cricoid  aneurism  ?     I  have  no  hesita- 

and  Retif,  with  very  partial  benefit,  before  tion  in  replying  that  ligature  of  the  diseased 

he  came  under  Dupuytren's  cai-e,  who  tied  vessels  should  always  be  tried  previous  to 

the  common  carotid  :  the  disease  was  ar-  the  more  serious  operation  of  tying  a  sound 

restedf  but  not  cured.     Pressure  was  assi-  portion  of  the  main  artery.      I   am   well 

daously  employed  as  an  adjuvant,  but  it  also  aware  that   a  different  practice  has  been 

failed.    These  two  cases,  therefore,  besides  adopted,  but,  it  appears  to  me,  with  very 

others  I  might  quote,  prove  that  ligature  of  questionable  propriety.     I  shall  here*  prin- 

the  main  arteries,  aided  by  pressure,  will  cipally  advert  to  two  cases  (besides  M'Len- 

not  cure    radically  cricoid  aneurism    and  nan's)  which  occurred  in  this  city.     The 

erectile  tissue  when  combined.     As  to  what  first  was  in  the  practice  of  the  late   Dr. 

treatment  will  avail,  I  cannot  speak  from  M'Lachlan,  and  is  related  in  the  first  Tolume 

experience,  but,  in  any  future  case,  I  would  of  the  GLaisgow   Medical  Journal,   p.   81. 

tie,  according  to  circumstances,   the  main  This  case  I  consider  an  example  of  uncom- 

artery  on  the  enlarged  vessel,  and  tmrne-  plicated  cricoid  aneurism.     Dr.  M'Lachlan 

diatety  thereafter  attack  the  erectile  tissue  says,  "  Having  explained  to  the  patient  the 

by  ligature,  setons,  excision,  nitric  acid;  or  possibility  of   tying  the  arteries  singly,  I 

any  of  those  measures  which  experience  has  megan  by  laying  bare  the  temporal  artery  as 

shown  us  are  of  use  in  the  uncomplicated  it  emerges  from  the  parotid  gland  ;  but  on 

forms  of  aneurism  by  anastamosis,  selecting  dividing  the  fascia-like  substance  which  kept 

that  method  which  might  seem  best  adapted  it  in  situ,  it  shot  forth  through  the  opening 

for  the  circumstances  of  the  case  under  treat-  in  the  form  of  a  loop  *  *  *  thinner  in  its 

ment.     I  should  be  disposed  to  try  nume-  coats,  and,  if  possible,  more  diaphanous  than 

rous  setons  combined   with  pressure.     It  a  vein.     A  ligature  was  applied  to  this  loop, 

may  be  asked,  why  was  not  this  done  at  the  wound  was  dressed  with  adhesive  plaster, 

first  ?     I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  say,  and,  for  additional  security,  a  firm  compress 

that  my  own  wish  was  to  have  removed  with  and  bandage  was    applied.      It  was    now 

the  knife  the  first  and  second  fingers  with  a  evident  that  the  vessel  was  diseased  at  the 

part  of  the  erectile  tissue  at  their  roots,  im-  point  of  ligature,  and  the  propriety  of  tying 

mediately  after  tying  the  ulnar  artery.     But,  the  carotid  aneurism  hence  became  obvious." 

besides  that  this  was  disapproved  of  by  some  The  common  carotid  was  consequently  tied, 

of  my  colleagues,  under  the  fear  (very  likely  and  the  patient  died  on  the  fourth  day. 

well  ground^)  that  gangrenewould  attack  the  It  is  obvious  that  Dr.  M'Lachlan  feared 

wound,  the  patient  would  not  submit  to  it.  that  an  artery  affected  with  cricoid  aneurism 

The  treatment  of  uncomplicated  cricoid  would  not  bear  a  ligature, "  and  could  not  be 

aneurism  should  consist,  in  the  early  stages,  trusted  to."      Subsequent  experience   has 

o(  rest,  cold,  and  moderate  pressure.     Bres-  shewn  that  this  fear  is  groundless.     M'Len- 

cfaet's  first  case  shews  that  the  disease  may  nan's    brachial  artery  was   "  as  thin   and 

exist  io  all  the  arteries  of  an  adult  limb,  and  diaphanous  as  a  vein,"  yet  the  ligature  acted, 

make  great  advances,  without  any  operation  in  every  respect,  as  favourably  as  if  the  coats 

being  requisite.  had  been  sound  :  his  ulnar  artery  started  "  in 

The    circumstances  whidi    may  require  the  form  of  a  loop*' through  the  wound  of  the 

operation  are,  the  rapid  progress   of  the  operation,  and  was  tied  vri th  perfect  success, 

disoue,  or  its  having  attained  such  a  size  as  In  Dupuytren's  case  all  the  diseased  branches 

to  become  a  source  of  serious  annoyance  or  (and,  as  the  operators  believed,  the  external 

inconvenience.     One  important  question,  as  carotids)  were  tied,  without  heemorrhage  or 

rcgardsthe  period  for  operation,  now  suggests  untoward  consequences.     It  is  therefore  by 

itMlf— whether  the  erectile  tissue  be  ever  no  means  improbable  that  if  Dr.  M'Lachlan 

superadded  as  a  disease  secondary  to  cricoid  had  persevered  in  his  original  method  of 

aneurism  ?     I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  operating,  the  result  of  his  case  might  have 

this  question  with  an  absolute  negative,  but  been  more  favourable. 

am  disposed  to  say  that  if  it  do  occur  it  is  The  following  case  occurred  in  the  hos- 

nre.     In  none  of  the  cases  which  I  have  pital  practice  of  the  late  Dr.  Auchincloss,  of 

Men    or  read  does   the    cricoid  aneurism ^^ 

appear  to  have  been  the  prinuuy,  and  the  *  Lond.  Mbo,  Gax.  1836. 
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this  city :    I  give  it,  abridgedi  from  the    risms,  wbich  associates  them  with  the  forms 
Hospital  Journal.  we  have  been  considering,  is  the  enkiiged 


Dec.  19,  1838. — ^Mary  Robinson,  a:t.  23.  state  of  the  arteries.     Dr.  W.  Hanter 

On  upper  and  anterior  part  of  left  temple  one  of  the  first  to  show  that  the  artery, 

there  is  a  round  tumor,  about  the  size  of  a  nearer  the  heart  than   the  point  where  it 

pigeon's  egg,  slightly  irregular  on  its  surface,  communicates  with  the  vein,  is  dilated ;  and 

with  a  soft  doughy  feel  and  a  strong  pul-  Brescbet  has  adduced  cases  to  prove  that,  in 

satory  motion.     The  integuments  covering  many  instances,  especially  where  the  discaMt> 

it  are  of  a  purplish  colour,  increased  by  ex-  is  in  the  limbs,  the  artery  below  the  wonm' 

citement,  and  at  the  catamenial  periods,  is  also  enlarged. 

The  temporal  artery  is  very  much  enlarged  To  account  for  this  unexpected  fact.  Dr. 
from  the  point  where  it  leaves  the  parotid  W.  Hunter  and  M.  Brescbet  have  each  pro- 
gland,  and  the  tumor  seems  mainly,  if  not  posed  theories  diametrically  opposed  to  ead- 
wholly,  composed  of  its  large  convoluted  other.  Dr.  Hunter  thinks  it  is  owing  to  th* 
branches.  The  disease  is  congenital,  and  is  passage  uf  arterial  blood  into  the  vein^  M. 
said  to  have  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  Brescbet  that  it  is  owing  to  venous  blooi' 
very  small  nsevus.  It  did  not  enlarge  much  passing  into  the  artery.  Dr.  Hunter  says, 
in  the  early  part  of  her  life,  but  lately  it  "  It  is  the  consequence  of  the  blood  passing 
has  been  gradually  increasing,  and  is  at-  so  readily  from  the  artery  into  the  vein,  and 
tended  with  acute  pain.  General  health  is  such  an  extension  as  happens  to  all  arteries 
perfect.  in  growing  bodies,  and  to  the  arteries  of  par- 
July  7th,  1839. — ^Yesterday  the  common  ticuJar  parts,  when  the  parts  themselves  in- 
carotid  was  tied  in  the  upper  part  of  its  course,  crease  in  bulk  and  at  the  same  time  retain  a 
"The  operation  was  very  tedious,  in  conse-  vascular  structure. '' 

quence  of   hemorrhage  from   the  thyroid         On  this  opinion  of  Dr.  Hunter,  M.  Brescbet 

plexus  of  veins  constantly  filling  the  wound  offers  a  very  severe  criticism,  and  accuses 

on  removal  of  pressure,  and  completely  ob-  him  of  being  a  bad  physiologist,  and  incon- 

scuring  a  view  of  the  vessel.     After  const-  sistent  with  himself.     In  opposition  to  it  he 

derable  delay  the  vessel  was  exposed,  and  a  gives  it   as  his  opinion    that   the  greater 

ligature  passed  round  it.''   The  haemorrhage  number  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  disease, 

must  have  amounted  to  twenty-five  or  thirty  and  this  one  in  particular,  arise  from  the 

ounces,  and  was  entirely  venous,  no  artery,  passage  of  venous  blood  into  the  artery, 

except  a  small  cuticular  branch,  requiring  to  During  the  systole  of  the  wounded  artery 

be  secured.  On  the  ligature  being  tightened,  arterial  blood  is  poured  into  the  vein,  anc 

the  pulsation  of  the  tumor  instantly  ceased.  during  the  diastole  venous  blood  is  pouret. 

26th. — No  unfavourable  symptoms,  with  into  the  artery, 
the  exception  of  bilious  vomiting,  followed        With  all  due  deference,  I  must  say  that 

the  operation ;    the  tumor  is  flaccid  and  M.  Breschet's  theory  has  less  semblance  o 

smaller ;  the  ligature  came  away  to-day.  truth,  and  is  as  little  satisfactory,  as  Dr. 

March   1 3th.  —  Three    days  ago  tumor  Hunter's.     Its  truth  seems  doubtfiil,  for  thi 

became  painful,  vividly  red  on  its  surface,  following    reasons.      M.   Brescbet  himsel 

"  and  fully  as  large  as  it  has  ever  been  since  says  that  the  venous  blood  passes  into  th* 

admission,  but  without  the  slightest  puba-  arteries  of  the  extremities  only,  and  not  int 

tion."     By  cold  locally,  and  saline  purga-  those  of  the  subclavian  or  carotid.     It  ap- 

tives,  it  is  now  small,  flat,  pale,  and  free  pears  to  me  that  his  reasons  for  this  excep- 

from  uneasiness.  tion  are  by  no  means  satisfactory.  Secondly. 

25th. — Dismissed  cured.  in  Mr.  Perry's  case  of  spontaneous  varicose 

I  saw  this  case  many  months  after  the  aneurism   of  the  femoral,  the  artery  wu 

operation:  there  was  no  reappearance  of  the  greatly  dilated,  and  its  coats  were  thinned, 

disease.  but  the  vein  just  below  the  aperture  was 

I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  sajring,  that  if  obliterated  at  a  single  point,  below  which 

a  similar  case  were  to  present  itself  I  would  it  was  again  pervious.     In  this  case  the 

tie  the  temporal,   and    not    the    common  obliteration   of  the  vein  must  have  pre- 

carotid ;    for  although  the   operation  was  vented  the  passage  of  venous  blood  into 

successful,  it  proved  more  difficult,  more  the  artery.     Thirdly,  dilatation  of  arteries, 

tedious,  and  of  course  more  dangerous,  than  of  the  kind  we  are  considering,  frequently 

this  always  severe  operation  usually  is.  The  occurs  when  there  is  no  admixture  of  venous 

reason  which  induced  the  operators  to  tie  blood.     In  Dr.  M*Lachlan's  case  it  arose 

the  common  carotid  was  the  dread  of  tying  a  from  arteriotomy,    and  in  Mr.    Russell's 

dilated  artery ;  a  dread  which  I  have  already  (Med.  Gaz.  1836)  from  wringing  clothes  in 

endeavoured  to  show  is  without  foundation.  washing.     Fourthly,  the  blood  in  the  vein 

must  be  principally,  if  not  entirely,  arteriaL 

Fartcos*  Aneurum  and  AneuriMmal  Xhat  which  it  gives  back  to  the  artery  must 

Varix.  be  of  course  of  the  same  character,  and  the 

One  peculiarity  of  these  traumatic  aneu-  admixture  of  venous  blood  in  the  artery, 
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if  it  take  place  at  all,  must  be  in  Tery  mi-  immediatelj  ezdaimed,  "  you  have  trans- 

nute  proportions.     If  the  systole  of  the  fixed  an  artery ;"  bat  upon  my  making  preff- 

artery  fill  the  vein  with  arterial  blood,  its  snre  below  the  wound,  it  was  immediately 

diastole  must  allow  some  of  that  blood  to  restrained. 

pass  back  again,  and  if  the  yalves  should  be  Spontaneous  Taricose  aneurism  was  reek- 
destroyed  by  the  impetus  of  the  arterial  oned  so  rare  at  the  time  Mr.  Hodson  wrote, 
blood  and  the  Yarioose  state  of  the  vein,  the  that  he  had  neither  met  with,  nor  read,  of 
vein  for  some  distance  from  the  wound  will  an  unequivocal  example  of  it  Several  cases 
Wtted  with  arterial  blood,  and  the  admix-  have  since  been  published ;  but  as  the  dis- 
feu»  oC  voMMtt  blood  with  ttie  arterial  in  the  ease  is  rare,  I  may  be  excused  for  adding 
wCery  b*  proMftionaUy  small.  In  farther  another  to  the  list  of  recorded  cases. 
proofs  ii  any  na  r«|iiirad,  that  the  veins  in  .  Widow  Cameron,  set.  66,  Cotter's  wife, 
the  immediate  oeigfabonrtMMid  of  the  wound  Inverary.  Sept.  6,  1833,  she  was  sent  to 
in  the  artery  are  fiHed  witk  actorial  blood,  I  me  for  consultation,  and  at  that  time  pre- 
may  relate  the  following  case^  I  give  itflrom  sented  the  following  appearances.  On  under 
a  note  taken  by  the  young  gentlemMi,  ona  ol  part  of  neek,  towards  right  side,  is  a  pulsat- 
my  pupils,  who  saw  the  patient.  It  is  €»»  o^  tumor  the  size  of  an  ostrich's  egg,  of  a 
rious,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  only  case  I  wniniiiflMfc  triangular  form,  its  basis  about 
have  met  with  in  which  a  vein  in  the  imme-  six  inchea^  extending  from  outer  side  of  left 
diate  neighbourhood  was  opened  by  vene-  sterno-cIavicttlMr  articulation  to  beyond 
section.  middle  of  right  clavide,  and  its  apex  nearly 

Ccue  of  aneurismal  varix. — JohnO'Con-  in  contact  with  the  right  ear.    The  body  of 

nor,  set.  32,  on  tiie  25th  of  Feb.  applied  to  the  tumor  is  tolerably  firm,  somewhat  lobu- 

me  at  the  Gallowgate  Dep5t,  where  I  was  lated  on  its  surface,  and  pulsates  most  dia- 

then  employed  as  an  assistant  by  the  Glas-  tinctly  throughout.    Towards  its  apex,  near 

gow  Board  of  Health,  in  consequence  of  his  right  ear,  a  portion  the  size  of  a  ben's  egg 

having  what  I  considered  to  be  an  acute  projects  from  the  body  of  the  swelling.     It 

inflammation  of  liver,  for  which  I  deemed  it  is  soft,  moveable,  easily  emptied,  and  has  a 

necessary  to  abstract  blood.     On  exposing  strong  vibratory  motion.     To  the  outside  of 

the  right  arm  for  the  purpose  of  performing  this  projection,  and  Inwards  outer  margin  of 

the  operation,  I  was  struck  with  the  appear-  right  stemo-mastoid  muscle,    the   integn- 

ance  of  a  tumor  situated  at  the  bend  of  the  ments  have  a  very  distinct  vibratory  motion, 

arm,  on  its  inner  or  ulnar  edge,  and  imme-  as  if  a  small  bird,  or  insect,  were  fluttering 

diately  over  the  bifurcation  of  the  brachial  strongly  under  them.     The  stethoscope  dis- 

artery  where  it  gives  off  the  radial.     Upon  covers  strong  pulsation  and  bellows  murmur 

examining  more  minutely  concerning  it,  he  throughout  the  whole  tumor ;  but  over  the 

communicated  to  me  the  following  account,  projection  and  portion  of  integument  just 

About  two  years  ago,  when  tipsy,  he  alluded  to,  the  sound  is  very  loud,  whiz- 
applied  to  a  surgeon  in  Greenock  (who  also  zing,  and  struck  me  as  very  like  that  of  a 
was  a  little  intoxicated)  to  have  blood  drawn,  large  old-fashioned  spinning-wheel,  driven 
Accordingly,  the  operation  was  performed  on  a  wooden  floor  over-head.  Wlien  the 
in  the  median  basilic  vein  over  the  site  of  finger  and  thumb,  or  two  fingers,  are  placed 
artery  which  appears  to  have  been  transfixed  on  the  outer  edge  of  this  tumor,  and  gentle 
during  the  operation  :  he  says  the  wound  of  pressure  employed,  the  whizzing  noise 
the  vein  healed  as  usual,  and  he  did  not  dis-  ceases,  the  larger  tumor  distends  and  be- 
oover  any  thing  remarkable  for  the  space  of  comes  firmer,  and  the  sensation  and  sound 
a  few  weeks,  at  which  time  a  tumor  was  ob-  are  limited  to  those  of  simple  but  strong 
served  over  the  part  where  the  wound  was  pulsation.  When  the  pressure  is  removed, 
made :  this  tumor  has  latterly  increased  to  the  noise  instantly  returns,  the  tumor 
about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  at  which  it  slackens,  and  the  strong  pulsation  dimi- 
has  remained  stationary  this  year  past.  He  nishes.  The  carotid  artery  can  be  dis- 
suffers  no  inconvenience  therefrom;  can  pur-  tinctly  traced  outside  (towards  the  right 
sue  his  usual  avocations  with  as  little  incon-  side)  of  the  tumor,  at  least  half-way  down 
venience  as  before  the  accident  happened.  the  neck.     Running  along  the  same  aspect 

After  examining  it  pretty  carefolly  I  un-  of  the  tumor,  I  thought  1  discovered  a  very 

hesitatingly  considered  it  to  be  an  aneu-  large  vein  (probably  the  internal  jugular) 

rismal  varix,  and  of  course,  instead  of  bleed-  enormously  distended  towards  the  angle  of 

ing  in  that  vein  which  lay  over  the  tumor,  the  jaw ;  pressure  on  it  above  the  clavicle 

as  I  had  intended,  I  opened  the  cephalic,  lessened  the  thrill  of  the  upper  part  of  the 

when  the  blood  flowed  with  amazing  violence  tumor.     The  veins  over  the  tumor  are  cq- 

and  rapidity,  fiur  exceeding  that  which  I  ever  larged.     The  above,  she  says,  is  of  thirty 

before  witnessed  in  any  other  operation,  and  years'  duration,  having  begun  at  the  lower 

besides  it  possessed  the  characteristic  fea-  part  of  the  neck,  and  gradually  but  slowly 

turea  of  arterial  blood ;  so  much  so,  that  one  increased  upwards.     The  soft  portion  near 

of  my  fellow  students,  who  was  standing  by,  the  angle  of  the  jaw  appeared  about  six 
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months  ago,  after  vomitmg  end  coughingt  every  inspiration  requiring  great  efibrt 

and  is  said  to  be  rapidly  enlarging.    General  to  perform  it,   and  producing  a  loud 

health  good  ;  has  bad  fourteen  children.     I  croupy  Bound.     She  could  not  lie  down 

have  heard  of  this  woman  within  these  few  Jn  bed,  but  was  obliged  to  be  propped 

weeks ;  she  is  still  alive,  and  the  tumor  is  ^p  i^y  pillows.      There  was,  however, 

said  to  be  very  much  as  it  was  nine  years  i,„t  little  febrile  disturbance ;  the  pulse 

■«°i.  ^^      ^    ,  .  was    not  quicker  than    natural;    the  1 

Tins  case,  although  obscure,  appears  to  ^^  ^.;^^  ^^  ^^^  the  skin  only 
me  to  be  best  explamed  on  the  supposition  n^JJeratelv  warm.  The  matron  of  the 
of  Its  bemg  yancose  aneunsm  between  the  ^  j-.  many  cases  of 
common  carotid  and  jagularvem.  No  treat-  *•*'"*"-  i  ",  ^j  .^  ..u  .  ^u* 
ment  was  deemed  advSable,  and  the  result  C^O"?'  ^^4  "°  ^°"V^  ^^^'  *^^^  V**  °^^' 
has  proved  that  the  advice  was  sound.  a^^l  knowing  the  danger  of  delay,  had 
The  treatment  of  these  forms  of  aneurism  very  ju(liciously  ordered  her  to  be  put 
ought  very  generally  to  be  limited  to  pallia-  into  a  warm  bath,  and  had  applied  a 
tion,  for  two  very  good  reasons — Ist,  be-  number  of  leeches  to  the  throat  before 
cause  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  dis-  I  arrived.  On  carefully  examining  the 
ease  is  merely  an  inconvenience,  and  no  symptoms,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
operation  is  required ;  and  2d,  because  liga-  tnat  the  case  was  not  one  of  pure 
ture  of  the  artery  is  very  generally  followed  croup.  I  formed  this  opinion  partly 
by  gangrene  of  the  limb.  When  an  opera-  from  the  absence  of  any  constitutional 
tion  is  decided  on,  the  Huntcrian  is  not  symptoms  commensurate  with  the  ur- 
applicable.  We  must  ascertain  the  point  of  gency  of  the  dyspnoea,  but  chiefly  from 
communication  between  the  artery  anj  vein,  t^e  character  of  the  sound  produced  by 
and  tie  the  wtery  above  and  below  the  open-  respiration.  The  obstruction  seemed 
*"^r^  B'-^bet  seems  to  think  that  this  ^^  ^  immediately  at  the  orifice  of 
method  of  operating  would  not  be  followed  .u  *  u  ^  '-.r  —^  *u^  ia  *u  * 
so  rcadUy  by^ngrene  of  the  Umb  a.  the  J^^  ^^^^^^*  «»^^°g  "^  *^«  idea  that 
Hunteria^  oJcJatiSn ;  but.  so  iar  as  I  know,  ^h^  opening  was  much  narrower  than 
this  opinion  is  not  based  on  a  sufficient  num-  \\  0^6"'  ^^  be.  I  did  not  carry  on  the 
ber  of  facU.  The  safe* rule  is,  not  to  ope-  bleeding  to  any  great  extent,  but  satis- 
rate  unless  compelled.  fi^d  myself  with  a  little  saline  medi- 
,  cine,  attention  to  the  bowels,  and  keep- 

nkGv  ni?  T    wv      TTiTe  ^^^   ^^®    patient  warm;    and   I    was 

CASE  OF  LARYNGITIS—  pleased  to  observe  that  the  symptoms 

TRACHEOTOMY.  gave  way  in  a  few  hours,  without  any 

cough  or  expectoration.  -She  remained 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  in  the  hospital  a  few  days,  that  I  might 

SiK,  observe  her  breathing.  It  never  became 

I  BEG  to  send  you  the  following  case  of  ^^^^^e  natural,but  wasattended  through- 

laryngitis  (?),  and  shall  feel  obliged  by  ^V^  ^^^  a  degree  of  harshness  suffi- 

its  insertion  in  the  Medical  Gazette.  «^«"t>y  m^tV^  to  attract  the  notice  of 

I  am  sir  *^y  ®^^  ^^^  might  be  m  the  room.     I 

Your  obedient  servant,  s^w  her  occasionally  after  she  left  the 

Geo.  E.  STANGiiR.  hosnital,  as  she  still  remained  in  the 

Nottlmrham  Oct  •  10  1843  workhouse,  but  she  did  not  recjuire  any 

^      '      '*    '       '  further  medical  treatment  until  the  1st 

H.  Bradley,  cBtat  9,  a  delicate-look-  of  April,  when  she  had  another  attack, 
ing  girl  of  strumous  diathesis,  has  for  but  milder  than  the  one  just  described, 
some  time  past  been  subject  to  hoarse-  This  attack  speedily  yielded  to  purga- 
ness  of  voice  and  occasional  dyspncsa,  tive  and  febnfuse  medicines,  and  con- 
which  are  always  aggravated  when  she  iinement  to  bed  for  a  few  days, 
takes  cold.  I  could  not  ascertain  from  On  Wednesday,  June  the  1st,  in 
her  mother  that  this  came  on  suddenly,  passing  through  the  house,  I  heard  this 
or  at  anv  particular  period ;  but  she  girl  talking^  and  observed  to  her  mo- 
says  she  has  often  noUced  that,  when  ther,  who  was  standing  by,  that  she 
she  catches  cold,  her  voice  and  breath-  seemed  to  breathe  and  talk  worse  than 
ing  are  affected.  usual.     She  replied  that  she  thought 

She  came  under  my  care  first  on  the  she  must  have  caught  cold.    On  the 

23d  of  February,  1842;  she  was  then  evening  of  the  same  day  I   was  re- 

an  inmate  of  the  Union  Workhouse  of  questea  to  see  her,  but  not  being  at 

this  town,  of  which  I  was  surgeon,  home,  my  colleague,  Mr.  Jolland,  kindly 

She  was  breathing  with  great  difficulty,  attended  for  me. 
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He  found  her  breathing  with  great  unless  such  a  change  took  place  in  her 
difficulty :  each  inspiration  being  at-  symptoms  as  I  was  not  warranted  to 
tended  with    a   loud,  harsh,  croupy  expect,  and  believing  that  the  operation 
sound.    Mr.  J.  immediately  bled  her  of  tracheotomy  was  the  only  resource 
from  the  arm,  and  ordered  a  number  of  left,  I  requested  the  opinion  of  mv 
leeches  to  be  applied  around  the  throat,  friend,  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  an  expen- 
an  emetic  to  be  administered,  and  calo-  enced  and  hishly-talented  surgeon  of 
mel  to  be  given  every  two  hours.    Mr.  this  town.    He  at  once  concurred  with 
J.  saw  her  again  in  the  morning  of  me  in  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
June  2d;  and  as  there  was  no  amend-  the  operation,  as  the  lungs  appeared  to 
ment,  and  the  blood  drawn  presented  a  be  sound,  and  the  obstruction,  so  far  as 
slightly  bufly  appearance,  he  took  away  we  could  judge,  seemed  to  be  situated 
about  six  ounces  more  blood  from  the  in  the  upper  part  of  the  larynx. 
arm,  and  directed  the  calomel  to  be  The  child  was  placed  on  a  table  in  a 
continued.    I  saw  the  child  about  1 1  semi-recumbent  posture,  with  the  head 
A.if.      She   WHS   sitting    up    in  bed,  resting  on  an  attendant.    An  incision 
breathing  hurriedly,  and  with  great  was  made,  about  2i  inches  in  length, 
exertimi,  even  inspiration  emitting  a  just  below  the  transverse  portion  of  the 
dry,  harsh,  grating  sound :  there  was  thyroid  gland ;  the  muscles  were  then 
scarcely  any  cougn,  and  no  expectora-  separated,  and  the  deep  cervical  fascia 
tion.    Her  countenance  was  pale,  and  exposed.    The  trachea  being  fixed  by 
expressive  of  great  anxiety  ;  pulse  ra-  the  fore  finger  of  the  left  hand,  a  hook 
pia    and    feeble;    tongue  moderately  was  passed    under   one  of  its  rinfi^, 
clean.  by  which  means  the  tube  was  brought 
The^e  symptoms  continued  without  well  into  view ;    a   narrow   bistoury 
any  abatement  during  the  whole  of  the  was  next  introduced,  and  carried  round 
day  and  the  following  night,  which  the  hook,  so  as  to  take  out  a  small 
was  passed  without  any  sleep;  for  if  circular   piece    of   the    trachea.      A 
the  child  attempted  to  doze  lor  a  few  silver   trachea  tube   was  then  intro- 
minutes,  she  would  awake  in  the  great-  duced,  and  confined  by  ligatures.   Some 
est  anxiet]^,  leaning  forwards,  struggling  difficulty  was  ex^rienced  in  taking  out 
and  gasping  for  breath.    Still  there  a  piece  of  the  windpipe,  from  the  slip- 
was  no  cougn ;  and  on  listening  to  the  ping  of  the  hook,   especially  as  the 
chest,  which  sounded  well  on  percus-  tracnea  was  very  deeply  situated,  and 
sion,  I  could  discover  no  bronchitic  or  the  child  was  struggling  violently  the 
other  rales,  though  these,  had  they  whole  of  the  time, 
existed,   might   probably   have   been  If   I  should  have  to  perform   the 
masked   by  the  loud  and  stertorous  operation  again,  I  should  prefer  a  pair 
breathing.  of  hooked  forceps,  as  by  their  means 
Friday  morning. — Symptoms  not  at  the  trachea  might  be  more  securely 
all  relieved;  the  paroxysms  of  dyspnosa  held.     There  was    not  a  great  deal 
occurring   every  houi;  with   extreme  of    bleeding    during    the   operation, 
violence,  durin?  which  an  experienced  The    breathing  was   immediately  re- 
nurse  expressed  her  conviction  that  the  lieved,  and  the  child  began  to  doze ; 
child  must  very  soon  die.    The  face  the  pulse,  which  was  156  before  the 
was  of  a  Uvid  paleness,  and  expressive  operation,  fell  to  140,  and  the  coun- 
of  the  greatest  agony ;  the  skin  was  tenance  expressed  less  anxiety. 


9.  Ammome  Carbonatu;,  gr-  uj. ;  llnct.  ^^  ^^^^    ^^^^J  A^isSng  noise  i 

Hyojcym.  nix.  ;    Mist.  Camph.  oiv.  produced  by  every  inspiration.   Tongue 

Evening.— All  the  symptoms  seem  feeble;  skin  hot  and  dry. 

aggravated;  the  paroxysms  of  dyspncea  To  haye  beef.tea,  with  arrow-root.    Sp. 

coming  on  every   10  or   15  minutes,  Ammon.  Co.  in  efferreacing  draught, 

causing  her  to  jump  out  of  bed  in  her  with  nj.  Tr.  OpiL  3  horis. 

eagerness  to  fill  the   chest  with  air.  Bowels  have  been  freely  opened. 

Feeling  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that  Evening.  —  Countenance    anxious ; 

ahe  could  not  live  through  the  night  starts  frequently  in  sleep ;  breathing 
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attended  with  loud  hiflBmg  noise;  other  discharged  from  the  hospital  on  the 

symptoms  as  before.  26th 'of  Au^t,  and  op  to  the  time  at 

Sunday  morning. — Appearance  some-  which  1  wnte  has  had  no  xdi^iae. 

what  improved ;  has  slept  better  during       Remarks. — This  case  piiwriilw  ypwi  al 

the  nignt;   skin  cooler;   tongue  still  points  of  interest  to  the  ^Iholosist  Hal 

brown  and  dry;  pulse  150.  to  the  practical  phvsician.    My  own 

May  have  a  tea-flpooofal  of  p«t  ^mm  impreasion  is,  that  the  obatruetioa  im 

OGcaMonaBj  m  a  little  j^o.    Cia-  seated  b^  np  in  the  larynx,  and  am- 

tiM !■■■  Hii>  wM>iiM»— ^t»  aisted  or  chronic  Mckening   of  its 

On  carefully  examining  the  wound  a  ^^^^S  "^^P^™"! »  n?^rowing  the  tube. 

amaU  flap  of  trachea  was  perceived,  and  ^  ^^7^  shght  additional  inflamuaation 

on  every  inspiration  it  was  drawn  into  sufficed  to  increase  the  mischief,  and 

the  trachea,  and  obstructed  respiration.  Pearly  occlude  the  passage ;  hence  the 

Mr.  Thomson  therefore  laid  hold  of  it  immediate  relief  which  resulted  from 

with  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  removed  it;  *ne  operation,  which  not  only  caused 

after  which  the  breathing  became  much  \^^  instantaneous  alleviation,  but  al- 

more  natural  and  easy.    The  tube  was  lowed  the  inflamed  part  to  rest  and 

not  returned.  regain  its  natural  condition.    The  dis- 

Monday.-lHas  slept  well,  and  taken  charge  from  the  suppurating  wound 

a  good  sui)ply  of  nutriment.  The  wound  ^^^^^  also  doubtless  materially  contri- 

looks  well  and  is  suppurating  freely ;  ^^  *?  produce  this  desirable  end. 
skin  cool  and  perspirable ;  pulse  140;        ^  witnessed  a  somewhat  similar  case 

bowels  open ;  tongue  cleaning.  ^^^V  y^^^  «go,  in  the  practice  of  my 

Tuesday.— Slept  several  hours  sue-  esteemed  friend  and  late  master,  Mr. 

cessively  during  the  night.    Counte-  Ewen,  of  Long    Suiter,    during    my 

nance  lively;  breathing  free  and  easily;  apprenticeship  to  him.    The  patient 

pulse  130;  tongue  clean ;  bowels  open.  "*°  *ong  been  troubled  with  dvspncBa, 

Thursday.  —  Slept  well,  but  seems  arising  from  some  thickening  about  the 

rather  feverish  this  morning ;  pulse  140 ;  "™*  glottidis.    This  at  length  became 

breathes   freely  through   the  wound,  so  much  increased  as  to  endanger  the 

which    discharges    copiously.     Takes  ^'Oman's   life.      She    was    almost    in 

food  willingly.  ariiculo  mortit  when  Mr.  E.  performed 

Friday.— Slight  cough  and  mucous  ^^^  operation  of  tracheotomy ;  but  no 

expectoration ;  in  other  respects  going  sooner  was  an  opening  in  the  trachea 

on  favourably.  enected,  than  the  patient,  who  but  a 

On  closing  the  wound  with  the  finger  moment  previously  had  been  gasping 

and  thumb,  the  patient  manifests  very  fo>'  breath,  said  she  felt  as  if  she  were 

little  uneasiness,  and  breathes  through  ^^  heaven.    This  patient  perfectly  re- 

the  mouth  with  very  little  difficulty.  covered,  and  is,  I  believe,  now  living 

It  is  needless  to  occupy  the  reader's  ^^^  in  good  health. 

time  with  a  minute  detail  of  the  pro- 

cress  of  this  case  towards  convalescence.  •    ^,jT,p„  MFnirAi 

It  may  be  sufficient  to  remark,  that       ^^'  ^^^  ^^  DUTCH  MEDICAL 

every  symptom  was  favourable,  and  in  INSTITUTIONS. 

three  weeks  the  wound  was  quite  healed  — 

up,  and  the  little  patient  in  as  favoura-        To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

ble  a  state  as  she  had  been  before  the  « 

last  attack.  ^'"» 

I  had  her  kept  in  the  hospital  for  I  beg  to  forward  a  few  brief  notes  on 

several  weeks  after  she  was  cured,  in  someofthe  medical  institutions  of  Hol- 

ordcr  to  prevent  any  recurrence  of  the  landCmadeduringafewdays' tour  in  that 

disease,  and  directed  her  dress  to  be  country),  which  may  possibly  interest 

made  so  as  to  cover  the    neck,    and  some  of  your  readers. — I  am,  sir, 
preserve  it  from  exposure  to  cold ;  and  Your  obedient  servant, 

as  there  was  some  noarseness  still  re-  Edwin  Lee. 

maining,  I  had  a  blister  applied  to  her       170,  North  Street,  Brighton, 
neck  and  kept  open.  At  the  same  time  ^*-  ^®»  ***^* 

she  took  small  alterative  doses  of  mer-        There  is  perhaps  scarcely  any  city — 

cury,  with  a  small  quantity  of  Vin.  the  two  large  metropoles,  London  and 

Ferri  to  promote  absorption  and  in-  Paris,  excepted — which  possesses  so 

yigorate  the  general  system.    She  was  many  charitable  institutions  as  Amster- 
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dam.    The  chief  hospital  (Binnen  Gas-  to.   Diaphoretics  are  a  good  deal  used, 

thius)  is  an  old  building  in  the  centre  Colchicum    is    seldom  prescribed  in 

of  the  town,  divided  into  two  parts  by  rheumatic  cases, 

a  canal,  and  contain ingupwaros  of  600  Acute  inflammations  of  the  abdo- 

beds,  in  long  wards  of  from  70  to  100.  minal  and  thoracic  viscera  are  not  of 

Those  on  the  ground  floor  have  a  tole-  very  frequent  occurrence,  as  is  the  case 

rably  comfortable  appearance ;  but  the  in  other  countries,  where  the  air  is 

wards  upstairs  are  mere  garrets  without  more  dry  and  sharp,  and  the  transit 

ceiling :  the  bare  rafters  which  support  tions  of  temperature  greater  and  more 

the  roof  presenting  a  desolate  and  cheer-  sudden.    Chronic  inflammations  of  the 

le8s*aspect.    These,  however,  are  con-  bowels  and  chronic  bronchitis  are  veij 

sidered  preferable,  on  account  of  their  common.     Occasional  local  hho^axigg 

being  better  ventilated.   At  Amsterdam  nitre,  ammonia,  «qiiilki,  and  other  «&- 

is  aschool  of  medicine ;  there  are  besides  pectoraats,  and  Hie  appliottioii  of  faiis- 

medical  and  surgical  wards  of  about  40  ten,  are  the  remedies  mostly  employed, 

beds  each.    The  hospit al  receives  acnie  Hervoos  disorders,  which  were  formerly 

and  chronic  cases,  wnich  axejmder  the  wm  common  among  the  higher  orders 

superintendence  of  a  pnlftBHor  of  me-  (which  circumstance  was  ascribed  to 

dicine,  a  professor  of  aargery  (Tllenus),  the  too  frequeut  use  of  tea),  at  the  pre- 

and  assistants.     During  the  visit  an  sent  time  less  frequent. 
infirmier  attends  with  a  large  book, 

wnerein  are  ranged, in  printed  columns,  From  the  comparative  absence  of 

the  formulee  of  the  hospital— as  pilulae  carriages  in  the  streets,  serious  acci- 

opiat8B,misturademulcens,&c.:  thepro-  dents  are  of  less  frequent  occurrence 

fessor  marking  the  number  of  the  pa-  than  in  most  other  capitals.    Scrofu- 

tient's  bed  opposite  to  any  one  of  these  lous  diseases,  especially  those  which 

which  he  prescribes  :  extemporaneous  aflfect  the  articulations,  are  extremely 

Srescriptions  being  comparatively  sel-  prevalent ;  and  a  ward  is  appropriated 
om  written.  The  exammation  of  pa-  to  children  affected  with  these  diseases, 
tients  is  cursorily  performed,  and  aus-  Iodine  is  not  ^iven  in  these  cases,  but 
cultation  and  percussion  appear  to  be  local  counter-irritation,  by  means  of 
but  little  cultivated.  After  the  visit  issues,  is  most  frequently  employed; 
clinical  lectures  are  delivered.  The  the  oleum  jecoris  aselli  (which  is  like- 
most  common  complaints  are  the  va-  wise  very  generally  employed  in  Ger- 
rious  forms  of  ague,  which  prevail  both  many  in  many  chronic  complaints,  but 
in  the  town  and  country,  as  indeed  which  is  scarcely  to  be  met  with  in 
might  be  anticipated  from  the  aspect  of  Enerland)  being  administered  inter- 
many  districts ;  and  in  a  large  propor'  nalTy*.  Stone,  which  in  former  times 
tion  of  the  bodies  of  those  who  die  from  was  considered  to  be  very  frequent  at 
other  diseases,  indurations  of  the  liver  Amsterdam,  is  now  but  rarely  met  with, 
and  spleen  are  found,  indicating  the  Professor  Tilenus  states  that  he  has  not 
general  prevalence  of  ague.  Sulphate  had  more  than  eight  or  ten  cases  within 
of  quinine,  in  moderate  doses,  is  the  the  last  thirteen  years.  Fractures 
remedy  usually  employed  in  the  treat-  of  the  leg  are  treated  by  pasteboard 
ment.  Continued  fevers  are  likewise  splints  and  starched  bandages,  in  simple 
at  times  extremely  prevalent  j  and  in  cases :  under  other  circumstances  tne 
certain  localities  endemic,  and  speedily  limb  is  placed  in  a  junk.  In  fractures 
fatal.  Diarrhcsa  is  a  very  common  of  the  thigh,  the  extended  position  is 
complication  from  the  be^nning ;  but  preferred ;  a  splint  being  fixed  on 
ulcerations  of  the  small  intestines  is  either  side  of  the  whole  length  of  the 
less  generally  met  with  in  post-mortem  limb.  From  the  number  of  vessels 
examinations  than  is  the  case  in  Paris,  arriving  at  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam 
Depletions  by  bleeding  and  purgatives  from  long  voyages,  scurvy  is  not  un- 
is  rarely    employed  j     cooling   saline  frequently  met  with  in  the  hospitals. 

drin^  being  for  the  most  part  pre- • 

scribed  when  there  exists  special  indi-  *  Mr.  Bennet  has  recently  publiihed  a  work 

cations    for    more    actiVe    treatment.  ontheuaeoftheCodUverOU. 

Rheumatism  is  likewise  very  common.  ^__^ 
In  the  acute  form,  active   depleting 
measures  are  not  usually  had  recourse 
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MIDWIFERY  CASE,  ON  THE  DETECTION  OF  ALBUMEN 

IN  WHICH  THK  PLACENTA.  WAS  FOUND  IN   URINE. 

THICKLY  STUDDED  WITH  SMALL  

POINTS  OF  BONE. 

To  the  Editor  qftAe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  * 

I  SHALL  feel  obliged  by  your  giving  the 

Si^»  following  observations  a  place  in  your 

If  you  deem  the  foUowine  case  of  suf-  valuable  journal.-— I  am,  sir, 

ficient  importance,  its  publication  will  Your  obedient  servant,        • 

oblige,  J-  W.  Griffith,  M.D.  F.L.S. 

Yours  most  respectfully,  9,  st.  John's  Square, 

Joseph  Bell.  Oct.  is,  ista. 

Barrhead, Oct.  13,  1842.  1     i^     ^r    j  ^    ^-         r    it. 

I.  On  the  detection  of  albumen  tn  urine. 

April  24th,  1841,  half.past  U  o'clock  xhe  solubility  of  albumen  in  nitric 
A.M.-Mrs.  S.,  ffit.  22  years,  a  stout  fe-  ^cid,  as  a  source  of  fallacy  in  detecting 
male,  a  native  of  the  north  of  Scotland :  albuminous  urine,  has,  I  think,  been 
second  pregnancy.  Ha«  been  m  labour  entirely  overlooked  by  writers  on 
since  8  o'clock  a.m.  Os  uteri  nearly  ^rine.  The  ordinary  method  of  pro- 
dilated  r  head  presenting,  with  occiput  ceeding  is  to  heat  the  urine  to  the 
to  left  groin,  and  is  entering  cavity  of  boiling  point,  and  then  to  add  a  few 
pelvis ;  the  waters  are  away  ;  pains  ^rops  of  nitric  acid,  when,  if  the  preci- 
strong;  patient  very  restless;  pulse  70.  pirate  be  redissolved,  albumen  is  con- 
Her  pains  continued  good,  and  at  half  gidered  absent;  if  otherwise,  it  is  re- 
an  hour  past  1  o'clock  p.m.  a  large  fe-  girded  as  present.  When  the  urine 
male  child  was  bom.  Five  minutes  contains  albumen  in  large  quantity, 
afterwards  a  pain  expelled  placenta  the  appearances  produced  by  iU  co- 
into  vapna,  from  which  it  was  ex-  agulation  are  so  characteristic  that 
tracted  by  the  hand.  In  doing  this  my  ^y^^^  cannot  be  mistaken :  it  is  only 
fingers  were  severely  pricked^  .^^f?'  when  there  is  a  moderate  or  small 
amining  the  placenta,  I  ascertained  the  quantity  present  that  any  error  can  be 
cause  of  this  to  be  a  number  of  small  n^^^e.  The  strong  acid  being  generally 
sharp  pomts  attached  to  the  placenta.  ^^^  i  gh^n  confine  my  observations 
On  more  minute  examination,  its  ute-  ^o  it 

rine  surface  was  found  to  be  covered  y^^^  ^  f^^  ^rops  of  nitric  acid  • 

with    a     milky-coloured    membrane,  ^^e  added  to  urinef  containing  a  small 

which  was  thickly  studded  with  small  quantity  of  albumen,  a  cloud  is  imme- 

pomts  of  bone,  as  sharp  as  pins,  about  l^^^^y^  formed,  which,  by  agitation,  is 

one-eighth  of  an  inch  m  length,  and  entirely  redissolved:  so,  after  heat,  a 

about  the  thickness  of  a  fine  sewing-  ^rop  or  two  of  acid  added  and  the 

needle.     On  examining  the  substance  fl^j^  agitated,  the  albummous  cloud 

of  the  placenta.  It  was  found  completely  disappears;  a  few  drops  more  added, 

filled  with  these  points,  but  they  were  throw    it   down   again;    and   a   fur! 

of  a  much  larger  size,  some  rather  more  ther   considerable    excess   redissolves 

than  two  inches  long;  they  were  run-  jt.   Therefore,  the  formation  of  a  cloud 

mng  m  every  direction,  ramifying  not  ^y  ^eat,  which  is  soluble  in  a  drop  or 

unlike  the  air-tubes  in  the  lungs.    The  two  of  nitric  acid,  is  no  proof  that 

umbilical  veins  presented  nothing  un-  albumen  is  absent.    The  value  of  the 

natural ;  but  the  artery,  at  its  termina-  citric  acid  test  depends  entirely  upon 

tion,  was  nartially  ossified.     No  h«-  the  proportion  addecL  The  mere  ad^g 

morrhage,  but  severe  after-pains.    She  ^  few  drops  is  not  sufficient;  moderatS 

had  an  excellent  recovery,  and  had  en-  excess  ought  to  be  used.  The  quantity 

joyed  good  health  during  the  penod  of  of  acid  remiired  for  the  above-mentioned 

pregnancy.  second  solution  is,  on  an  average,  at 


*  Specific  gravity,  1-5. 

t  I  luppose  the  operator  to  be  using  abcftit  >iz 
drachms  of  urine. 
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least  as  much  as  the  bulk  of  the  urine  ON 

used;  bo  that  by  always  using  const-  DISEASES   OP  THE   BRAIN. 

derably  less  than  its  bulk,  this  chance 

of  error  may  be  avoided.    The  cloud  of  Bj  E.  Copbman,  M.R.C.S. 

phosphates  precipitated  by  heat  is  very  ,_     ..    ,     .     w  j-    i  ^     jj    . 

Ldily  dissoWin  a  small  auanUty  of  f^"  '*«  ■^«»*'»  ^«''«''  ^"""-^ 

acid ;  and  by  adding  a  few  arops  more  

it  is  not  again  precipitated.  This,  then,  In  the  number  of  the  London  Medical 

would  readily  distinguish   the  phos-  Gazette  for  Dec.  25, 1840, 1  published 

phates  from  albumen.  a  paper  on  the  treatment  of  certain 

diseases  of  the  brain,  in  which  I  ven- 

2.  The  following  is  an  account  of  a  tured  to  express  an  opinion  that  the 

crystalline    urinary   deposit,    differing  common  method  of  treating  apoplexy 

essentially  from  any  hitherto  described!  by  large  bleedings  was  injurious.   From 

It  was  passed  by  a  patient  in  St.  Bar-  subsequent  stuoy  and  observation,  I 

tholomew's  Hospitfu,  who  is  32  years  am  still  more  convinced  of  the  impro- 

of  age,  and  has  a  large  hepatic  tumor,  priety  of  the  general  practice,  and  feel 

with  anasarca  and  ascites.    The  crys-  assured  there  is  a  greater  chance  of 

tals  have  only  been  found  once,  although  restoring  apoplectic  patients  by  treating 

the   urine   has  been   continually  ex-  them  accoraing  to  tne  principles  advo- 

amined  for  a  considerable  period.  They  cated  in  the  paper  alluded  to.    The 

are  four-sided  flattened  prisms  with  first  case  there  published  was  that  of  a 

dihedral   summits,  and  possessing   a  gentleman  upwards  of  70  years  of  age, 

curious  internal  structure.    They  were  who  had  suffered  and  recovered  from 

entirely  dissipated  by  heat ;  soluble  in  three  successive  fits  of  apoplexy,  the 

nitric  and  muriatic  acids,  solutions  of  last  occurring  in  May  1840.    On  the 

l)otassa   and   ammonia;    insoluble  in  2d  of  February,  1841,  this  gentleman 

wuter,  alcohol,  ether,  and  acetic  acid,  was  again  attacked  with  vertigo,  fol- 

After  solution  in  dilute  nitric  acid,  and  lowed  oy  insensibility  of  at  least  half 

evaporation,  no  pink  residue  was  left :  an  hour's  duration.    He  was  roused  a 

the  solution  in  ammonia  gave  no  crys-  little  with  strong  hartshorn,  and  made 

tals  of  cystine  by  evaporation,  nor  did  to  swallow    an   ipecacuanha  draught 

the  crystals  contain  any  sulphur.    The  as  formerly,  which  produced  vomiting 

urine  which  contained  this  deposit  was  and  a  gradual  return  of  sensibility, 

acid,  of  a  deep  brownish  amber  colour.  His  bowels  were  afterwards  kept  free 

containing  the  ordinary  proportion  of  with  senna  draughts,  and  he  recovered 

mucus;  sp.gr.  1*037:  contained  great  in  a  few  days.    On  the  24th  of  Dec. 

excess  of  urea;   no  bile.    The  urine  in  the  same  year, he  was  again  attacked 

passed  since  that  time  has  continued  in  a  similar  manner ;  but  although  the 

diminished  in  quantity ;  of  the  same  same  means  were  effectual  in  removing 

dark  colour,  contains  a  deposit  of  lithate  the  apoplectic  symptoms,  he  was  lett 

of  ammonia,  with  great  excess  of  urea ;  weaker  tor  a  month  or  two  than  he  was 

so  that  on  standing  for  two  or  three  before   his    illness.     I  attended  him 

hours,  a  portion  of  carbonate  of  ammo-  again  in  May  1842,  for  a  cold  and  sore- 

nia  is  formed,  which  causes  the  urine  throat,  from  which  he  soon  recovered  ; 

to  effervesce  with  an  acid,  and  to  con-  and  by  the  help  of  mild  tonics  and 

tain  a  copious   precipitate    of   triple  aperients  he  became  as  well  as  usual, 

phosphate.    The  lithic  acid  obtained  cfn  the  15th  of  June,  1842,  I  was 

from  this  urine  by  nitric  acid  is  almost  called  up  early  in  the  morning  to  see  this 

black ;  and  on  the  addition  of  an  equal  patient,  who  had  been  suddenly  attacked 

bulk  of  nitric  acid  the  urine  turns  of  a  with  loss  of  sensation  in  the  cheek  and 

very  deep  colour.  limbs  of  the  left  side.    He  was  sen- 
sible, although  somewhat  confused  and 

N.B.    Since  this  was  written,  the  alarmed.    No  pain  or  uneasiness  in  the 

patient  has  died :  the  liver  was  found  head ;   pulse  not  very  steady,  and  I 

very  much  enlarged,  weighed  fifteen  discovered  a  hardness  in  the  artery 

pounds,   and  contained  an  enormous  indicative  of  approaching  ossification  ; 

quantity  of  melanotic  deposit.  no  loss  of  motive  power  in  the  limbs. 

He  took  his  usual  emetic  draught,  but 

it  did  not  act;    afterwards,  aperient 

777. -XXXI.  I 
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medicine,  keeping  to  his  bed.    By  the  put  into  warm  water,  and  the  following 

use  of  these  means,  and  rubbing  the  draught. 

affected  parts   with   strong    liniment,  9,  inf.  Sennie.  Sj. ;  Magn.  S.  Jij. ;  Sp. 

sensation  was  restored  perfectly  in  the  Lav  c.  Tr.  Jalap,  aa.  gtts.  xxv. 

shoulder,  arm,  and  thigh :  imperfectly  .^-^             ilj          •.  j^i. 

in  other  parts.    Power  of  moving  the  ,.  ^^  ^^  p.m.,  she  had  vomited  three 

limbs  perfect,  and  in  a  few  days  he  was  i^?^?:  ^J^^  *^?  ^^^^t^^  ^^  ^^^^  2^^' 

able  to  get  down  stairs.    At  the  present  She  had  regained  the  power  of  aiticu- 

timci  the  only  parts  in  which  the  sen-  }f  ^°&'  .^"f  ^^^^^S  ^^^  ^^^^^*  ^^^  *«1^ 
sation  is  not  perfectly  restored  are  the  ^^^  "^* 
left  cheek  ana  the  left  hand.    He  com-  Empl.  Lytts  Nachie. 
plains  of  this  hand  bein^  generally^  2l8t,  9  A.M.-Has  had  no  sleep,  and 
cold  and  stiff,  although  it  is  of  equal  complains  of  soreness  in  the  scalp, 
temperature,  and  as  perfect  m  its  move-  Lj^^g  n^t  paralytic ;  speech  more  per- 
ments^M  the  other.    He  is  certainly  fe^t;  pulse  soft  and  rather  frequent; 
more  feeble,  and  generally  feels  languid  ton^ie  furred, 
and  faint  after  breakfast,  but  he  takes  ^  ,     ,'                 ..       .,, 
a  d088  of  tonic  medicine  daily  at  11  ^^"^  ~""  ?"«"*"«  P"^' 
o'clock,  and  is  pretty  well  during  the  6  p.M.~Has  been  much  griped  by 
rest  of  the  day.    A  few  days  since,  he  the  pills,  and  vomited  bilious  matter 
complained  of  slight  vertigo  and  double  twice ;  bowels  acted  once  since  mom- 
vision  the  morning  after  a  journey  of  ing ;  movements  of  the  limbs  all  per- 
22  miles,  but  rest  and  careful  diet  soon  feet ;  pulse  soft ;  perspired  freely  after 
removed  the  symptoms^  vomiting. 

Is  not  the  case  of  this  gentleman  one  22d. — Pain  in   the  ihuscles  of  the 

of  unusual  occurrence,  and  full  of  in-  head  and  neck,  with  great  tenderness 

struction  ?    Five  attacks  of  apoplexy  of  scalp.    Pulse  72,  soft  j  tongue  clean ; 

(some  of  no  little  severity),  then  one  no  fever ;  no  paralysis, 

of  anaesthesia,  and  the  patient,  although  potns  papav.  t.  d.,  and  the  following 

feeble,  enjoving  as   much  health  as  draught :— Tr.  Colch.  gtta.  xxv. ;  Tr. 

most  men  of  his  years  !    Can  there  be  Hyos.  gtts.  xv. ;  Mist.  Camph.  5j.  ni. 

any  doubt  but  tnat  the  only  way  to  Bowels  onen 

prolong  his  life  is  to  support  his  ner-  of»*u'     -n^    •..  i  a              a    'a      c 

vonsAerP    Can  there  l^a  doubt  but  x,.?^*T      2  •  i  ^^  T  i  n    *  ^? 

that  the  usual  treatment  by  bleeding  fc?^^''"r''y"''^   ."f    i^fr ^?*J°^- 

would  render  his  attacks  fatal?    AnS  ,^*'"*?^*Vi"J°'"^'"^*'°°',''"**^=^'!5Z 

yet  he  is  corpulent,  short-necked,  apo-  ^"8*"**  ."^^  »*>?  ?'*««? •  •*"'  """^  f«« 

plectic-looking,  with  a  good  appedte,  ^'°«'  l'""*  '  e"P'"8  *"^  '^'^"'- 

capucious   stomach,  and   generally  a  Omitt.  Colch. 

good  pulse.  2Sth.— Better  in  all  respects. 

Case   II.-Mrs.  A.   aet.  41,   of  ex-  Opiate  Hniment  to  the  scalp, 

ceedingly   nervous  temperament,  and  This  patient  soon  recovered,  without 

easily-excited   circulation,  stout,  and  a  return  of  paralytic  symptoms, 

scarcely  ever  taking  exercise,  was  at-  During  the  present  year  (1841),  this 

tacked  in  the  morning  of  Friday,  Nov.  lady  has  experienced  a  similar  attack 

20,  1840,  with  pain  in  the  muscles  of  of   paralysis,  which  soon   passed  off 

the  neck  and  back  of  the  head.    Dl-  under  a  similar  mode  of  treatment     I 

rectlyaftei;'  alight  dinner,  eaten  without  had,  some  time  before  her  first  attack, 

appetite,  she  saw  an  unnatural  bright-  attended  her  in  an  attack  of  hoemop- 

ness  before  her  eyes,  soon  followed  by  tysis,  and  a  year  or  two  before  she 

loss  of  vision  and  numbness  in  the  had  experienced  a  severe  attack  (as  I 

right  side.    She  then  lost  the  power  of  am  told)  of  inflammation  of  the  bowels ; 

speech,  the  right  lev  and  arm  being  which   circumstance  would   probably 

cold  and  paralytic,    I  was  soon  on  the  have  been  considered  indicative  of  3 

spot,  and  found  her  sensible  and  mak-  too  active  circulation,  and  have  led  to 

ing  attempts    to   speak.     The  limbs  bleediiig  as  a  proper  means  of  treating 

were  numb,  and  she  was  not  able  to  the  paralytic  attack  :  but  I  have  reason 

close  the  hand.    Pulse  freqiient,  but  to  be  glad  that  I  was  guided  by  present 

compressible.    I  ordered  her  feet  to  be  circumstances,  and  not  upon  any  theory 
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based  upon  the  previous  history  o^  the  second  attempt  to  ^ve  her  medicine 

patient.  again  produced  vomiting,  and  was  not 

On  the  24th  of  Junei  1842,  I  was  persevered  in,  as  she  seemed  tired,  and 

sent  for,  between  9  and  10  o'clock,  to  the  skin  was  becoming  cool, 

visit  this  same  lady.    The  message  was  25th,  9  a.m. — Asleep,  but  breathing 

ui^nt ;    and  I  found  her  labouring  slowly,  without  stertor ;    pulse  much 

under   a  fit  ,  of  apoplexy.    She  was  weaker,  72;  had  been  more  sensible 

lying  on  her  bacs,  in  bed,  with  the  early  in  the  morning,  and  had  swal- 

head  stretched  out  backwards,  the  skin  lowed  a  pill,  which  acted  on  the  bowels 

hot,  breathing  stertorous,  mndin^  of  half  an  hour  before  I  visited  her ;  coun- 

the  teeth,  pulse   full    ana   resisting,  tenance  pallid;  was  unwilling  to  be 

When  I  touched  the  soles  of  the  feet  roused,  and  very  languid ;  skin  warm ; 

she  was  sensible  of  it,  but  I  could  not  frothy  mucus  in  the  mouth, 

rouse  her  to  speak.    Pupils  dilated,  and  Em  pi.  Lyttai.    Nuchae.   Catapl.  Sinap. 

insensible  to  the  lightor  a  candle.   For  cruribus.    Gave  a  little  barlfey  water, 

the  last  few  weeks  her  servants  have  which  the  stomach  soon  r^ected. 

observed  her  to  dra^  the  rieht  leg  upon  I  o'clock.— Much  the  same;   fresh 

the  ground  in  walkinfi[.    one  went  up  sinapisms  to  the  feet,  the  others  not 

to  bed  tired  and  unwell,  but  had  been  having  had  any  effect.    Met  a  phy- 

mnch  as  usual  during  the  day.    Had  sician  in  coosullation,  who  advised  the 

been  subjected  to  some  mental  excite-  head  to  be  shaved,  and  five  grains  of 

ment  ip  the  evening.    After  being  up  calomel  to  be  c;iven  directW. 

stairs  a  short  time,  she  rang  tTie  bell  7  p.m. — Still  drowsy,  but  sensible 

for  the  servant,  who  found  her  sitting  when  roused ;  swallowed  a  draught  of 

in  a  chair  unable  to  give  her  any  direc-  Inf.  Senn®  and  Potass.  Tart.    Bowels 

tionn.    Soon  after,  she  vomited  a  little,  not  open ;    breathing  natural ;   pulse 

was  assisted  into  bed,  and  able  to  tell  80 ;  scalp  hot.   Blisters  to  the  calves  of 

her  servant  she  had  ^  great  deal  of  the  legs. 

pain  in  her  head,  and  wished  to  lie  26th,  9  a.m.— Removed  and  dressed 

down.    Soon  after  lying  down  she  had  the    blisters.     Scalp    hot,    and   skin 

convulsive  movements  in  her  arms  and  warmer  than  yesterday ;  pulse  80,  of 

the  muscles  of  the  face.    I  was  imme-  fair  stren^h.   .  Appears  conscious  of 

diately  summoned,  and  foubd  her  in  what  is  bemflr  done  for  her,  bat  cahhot 

the  state  I  have  described.    From  the  articulate  ;    has  pidn   in   the   head  ; 

state  of  her  pulse  and  skin,  her  age  breathing  Natural ;  tongue  loaded ;  no 

(43),  and  a  reeling  that  almost  any  relief  from  bowels ;  was  raised  up  in 

other  surgeon  would  think  it  right  to  bed,  and  drank  some  tea;  seemed!  tired 

bleed,  I  opened  a  vein,  and  drew  about  with  the  exertion.  Catamenia  appeared 

eight  omices  of  blood.    The  pulse  rose,  yesterday  morning, 

was  quite  free,  and  became  more  rapid  1 1  p.m. — Breathing  more  difilcult ; 

without  losing^  its  power ;  but  the  skin  but  during  my  visit  the  bowels  were 

cooled,  and  I  determined  not  to  allow  relieved,  and  the  breathing  again  be-* 

more  to  flow.    The  grating  6f  the  teeth  came  free. 

ceased,  and  I  endeavoured  to  make  her  iffth,  9  a.m.— Skin  warm ;'  pulse  86: 

swallow  some  aperieht  medicine,  but  as  sdnlp  hot ;   slight  stertor.    Swallowed 

soon  as  it  was  in  her  mouth  it  excited  another  purgative  draught  and  some 

von^iting,  and  she  elected  some  undi-  barley-water,  but  with  difficulty, 

gested  food  firom  the  stomach.    Sh6  2. p.m. — ^Bowels  relieved  again;   nO 

now  breathed  without  stertor ;  pulse  of  stertor ;  pulse  80,  more  feeble, 

fair   strength,    and   about   80.     The  9  p.m.— Blister  to  left  side  of  the 

vomiting  was  followed  by  general  per-  head,  where  she  gave  signs  of  pain, 

spiration:  she  attempted  to  raise  her-  Took  three  grains  of  calomel. 

B^lf  in  bed,  opened  her  eyes,  but  could  28th.— Passed  a  restless  night,  and 

not  speak.    Mustard  poultices  to  the  at  5  o'clock  a.m.  had  a  violent  con-^ 

feet  were  then  applied,  and  I  waited  vulslon :  much  annoyed  by  the  blister* 

a  while  to  watcn  the  effects  of  the  which  I  removed.    Between  this  artd 

treatment.  noon,  she  had  elfv^n  attackx  of  cin^- 

At   1   A.M.,  she  was   more  roused,  vulsion;   the  breathjng  became  diffi- 

answered  several  questions,  and  ex-  cult;  the  countenance  purple;  and  the 

pressed  by  signs  a  desire  to  pass  urine,  pulse  144.     It  seemed  as  if  some  fresh 

which  she  did  in  fair  quantity.     A  mischief  to  the  brain  had  accf-ued,  and 
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that  the  case  had  become  hopeless.  6th. — Improving.  Head  shaved  again. 
In  the  evening,  I  found  she  haa  been  7th. —Bo vrels  acted  well  this  morning 
free  from  convulsion  for  some  hours,  of  their  own  accord, 
and  had  been  almost  incessantly  mov-  8th.— Sat  up  in  a  chair  for  an  hour, 
ing  from  side  to  side  with  all  the  re^-  Took  a  pint  and  a  half  of  meat-broth, 
larity  of  an  automaton.  A  little  wine  with  bread,  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
and  water  had  been  given.  The  breath-  1 3th. — Injections  continued ;  bowels 
ing  was  easier,  and  the  pulse  dropped  acting  well ;  pulse  80 ;  skin  cool ;  be- 
to  100.  gins  to  take  solid  animal  food;  is  quite 

29th.— Passed  a  quieter  night,  and  is  sensible,  and  articulates  pretty  well, 
more  sensible  to-day  than  she  has  been  14th.— Is  quite  cheerful  to-day.  Ap- 
yet.  No  relief  from  bowels ;  no  power  plied  caustic  for  an  issue  on  the  arm. 
of  speech  ;  rather  more  of  swallowing ;  24th. — Got  down  stairs  to-day,  and 
has  ttdcen  a  little  wine  and  water  and  remained  there  some  hours.  No  para- 
mutton-broth  ;  skin  cool ;  pulse  70 ;  lysis.;  issue  discharging ;  all  going  on 
tongue  furred ;  knows  persons  in  the  well. 

room ;  lies  in  a  calm  quiet  state,  with  September  20th.  —  Is  drawn  about 

no  expression  of  suffering.  her  garden  daily,  weather  permitting, 

10  P.M. — At  3  o'clock  this  afternoon  in  a  chair  upon  wheels.  Bowels  acting; 

the  muscles  of  the  face  became  con-  issue  discharging ;  and  in  every  respect 

vulsed,  and  remained  so  six  hours  with-  as  well  as  before  ner  illness.  Catamenia 

out  interruption,  but  the  limbs  were  appearing  regularly, 

quiet ;  the  neat  of  skin  increased  con-  In  this  case  the  first  symptoms  of 

siderably,  and  the  pulse  rose  to  100;  amendment  appeared  to  arise  from  the 

no  relief  from  bowels  ;  breathing  im-  vomiting  of  undigested  food;  but  as  a 

peded.    Cold  water  to  the  head,  and  a  few  ounces  of  blood  had  been  drawn 

purgative    injection  (which  soon  re-  just  before,  it  is  not  certain  to  which 

turned),  cooled  the  surface ;  the  pulse  the    improvement    was    attributable, 

is  now  84,  and  the  convulsions  nave  During  the    progress    of   the  case   I 

ceased.  found,  that  although  the  heat  of  skin 

30th.— No  return   of  convulsions;  and  flushing  of  countenance  were  occa- 

more  conscious  to-day  than  at  any  pre-  sionally  very  great,  the    temperature 

vious  time  since  her  illness ;  swallows  could  be  reduced,  and  the  force  and 

better;  skin  too  warm,  and  face  flushed;  frequency  of  the  pulse  diminished,  by 

pulse  80 ;  no  relief  from  bowels.    Two  very  simple  means ;  and  that  at  other 

injections  have  been  given  to-day  with-  times  there  was  a  deficiency  rather  than 

out  effect.  an  excess  of  action  in  the  system.  Cold 

9  P.M.— Bowels  freely  relieved ;   was  applied  to   the    scalp,  and  purgative 

much  cooler  in  the  afternoon.  enemata,  always  answered  the  purpose ; 

July  1,  9  A.M.— The  physician  who  indeed,  the  good  effects  of  the  injections 

attended  with  me  was  w^illing  to  con-  (composed  of  senna,  salts,  castor  oil, 

fine  the  treatment  to  a  repetition  of  and  barley  gruel)  were  strongly  marked, 

purgative  enemata.    Pulse  80 ;    more  and  they  constituted  by  far  the  most 

consciousness ;    no  paralytic  affection  important  part  of  the  treatment :  and  I 

of  limbs;   articulation  and  power  of  feel  obliged  to  the  physician  who  at- 

swallowing  improved.  tended  with  me  for  his  forbearance  with 

9  P.M. — Has  had  two  injections,  and  regard  to  the  use  of  the  lancet,  at  a  time 

bowels  relieved  twice.      She  is  now  when  his  inclination  seemed  to  lean 

cool,  and  gradually  improving.    Pulse  towards  more  depletory  measures  than 

70,  soft ;  no  pain  in  the  head.  those  which  were  adopted.     If  the  pa- 

2d,    9    A.M.— Slept   several   hours;  tient  had  been  reducea  by  bloodletting, 

breathing  quite  easy  and  natural ;  takes  and  had  not  rallied,  her  difficulty  of 

mutton-broth ;  pulse  80 ;  consciousness  swallowing  would  have  prevented  food 

and  articulation  more  perfect ;  bowels  being  taken  in  sufficient  quantity  to 

relieved  twice,  the  last  motion  of  a  support  her  strength :  what  could  then 

healthy  colour  and  consistence;  all  that  have  been  done  to  save  her  life  ? 

had  passed  previously  were  dark  and  [To  be  continued.] 
offensive :  skin  cool. 

3d. — Slept  nearly  ten  hours.  Speaks 
better ;  swallows  well.  Purgative  in- 
jections  repeated  daily. 
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MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  realized  is,  in  one  or  two  instances,  far 

from  improbable. 

Friday,  October  2\,  1842.  We  may  be  pardoned  for  watching 

with  some  degree  of  pride  the  growing 

.  ..  opinion  in  favour  of  the  benefit  that 

'*  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dlfniitAtetn  "          .                                i.     ..          ^  ^f 

ArtU  Afediae  tneri ;  potestas  modo  vcniendi  in  niay  anse  from  the  application  of  this 

pablicam  sit,  dicendi  perlcuiura  non  rccu«o."  system  to  schools  of  medicine,  and  for 

ClCKRO 

reminding  our  readers   of   the  share 

which  the  pages  of  this  journal  have 

THE  COLLEGIATE  SYSTEM.  ^^  .„  ^^^  ^  J„  ^^^  ^^^^^  „f  ,^j. 

We  trust  that  no  apology  will  be  needed  sentiment.  In  them  the  idea  was  first 
on  our  part  for  again  drawing  the  proposed  and  advocated,  and  should  we 
attention  of  our  readers  to  a  subject  be  fortunate  enough  to  witness  the 
which  has  already  been  brought  be-  realization  of  the  scheme,  we  shall  have 
fore  their  notice  in  this  journal.  The  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  in  reflecting 
importance  of  such  a  matter  is  so  great  on  the  influence  which  the  Medical 
as  to  render  it  imperative  on  all  who  Gazette  may  have  had  in  bringing 
are  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  rising  about  an  object  apparently  so  desirable, 
members  of  the  profession,  still  more  The  importance  of  the  subject  to 
on  those  who  are  more  immediately  future  generations  of  medical  students, 
concerned  in  superintending  and  di-  and  consequently  to  the  whole  body 
reefing  their  progress,  to  give  it  a  fair  of  the  profession,  will  be  acknowledged 
and  careful  consideration :  and  this  by  every  one  who  is  sensible  of  the 
forms  to  us  a  fully  sufficient  excuse  for  extreme  value  of  the  time  which  is 
ourrecurrence  to  the  subject.  It  is  not  a  occupied  by  attendance  at  the  schools 
question  to  be  dismissed  cursorily ,  as  the  in  London,  after  the  period  of  appren- 
mere  speculation  of  a  moment  which  is  ticeship  is  concluded.  The  few  years 
likely  soon  to  die  away,  and  be  no  more  thus  spent  may  be  considered  to  con- 
heard  of.  On  the  contrary,  there  stitute  one  of  the  most  important  periods 
seems  a  growing  probability  that  it  will  in  the  life  of  each  medical  man.  The 
be  carried  into  effect,  and  wmII  produce  foundation  is  then  laid  upon  which  the 
great  changes  in  the  whole  system  of  future  character  is  to  be  built ;  and  the 
medical  education.  opportunities  then  enjoyed  of  acquiring 
A  favourable  impression  of  the  ad-  information  in  the  elementary  parts  of 
vantage  that  might  be  derived  from  the  the  profession,  without  a  knowledge  of 
application  of  a  Collegiate  system  to  which  the  higher  branches  remain 
medical  education  is  daily  gaining  veiled  in  comparative  doubt  and  ob- 
ground,  and  we  may  fairly  anticipate  scurity,  can,  in  most  instances,  never 
that  medical  colleges  in  London  will,  again  be  obtained.  The  station  which 
ere  long,  cease  to  be  merely  things  each  one  is  to  take  in  after  life,  not  only 
talked  of — mere  airy  edifices,  seen  as  a  member  of  the  profession,  but  as 
only  with  the  imaginative  eye  of  their  a  member  of  society,  is  often,  indeed  we 
constructors,  but  will  obtain  for  them-  may  say  generally,  then  determined, 
selves  a  tangible  foundation  of  substan-  The  stamp  of  future  character  is  then 
tial  masonry.  Rumours  have  for  some  given— habits  of  industry  and  applica- 
time  reached  us  that  projects  of  the  tion,  or  the  contrary,  arc  formed ;  and 
kind  are  entertained  by  the  leaders  of  most  men  are  able  to  trace  the  origin 
the  larger  metropolitan  schools,  and  we  and  cause  of  their  excellencies  and 
And  that  the  chance  of  their  being  deficiencies  back  to  the   impressions 
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which  they  at  this  time  received,  and   of  discipline  has  been  attended  with  a 
to  the  employmeut  of  the  time  which    corresponding  idleness  and  looseness  of 
was  then  at  their  disposal.    There  is  a    morals.    Youths,  delighted  with  this 
period  in  the  Hfe  of  almost  every  indi-    freedom  from  restraint,  are  determined 
vidual  at  which  the  cast    of  future    to  make  the  most  of  it;  and  too  often 
character  is   given;   and  as  Gibbon    squander  away  the  time  allotted  for 
traced  the  foundation  of  his  future    their  education  in  frivolous  puruuiU,  to 
neatness  to  the  first  eighteen  or  twenty    say  nothing  of  a  worse  employment  of  it. 
months  after  his  arrival  at  Lausanne,    Any  fears  of  being  "  plucked,"  the  only 
the  medical  man  is  perhaps  able  to    thing  likely  to  disturb  their  peace  of 
attribute  the  formation  of  his  manners    mind,  are  speedily  subdued  by  the  com^ 
and  ideas  to  no  one  period  so  fre-    fortable  assurance  of  the  grinder's  m-» 
quenUy  as  to  the  time  spent  in  walking,    fallible  power  '•  to  get  them  through'' 
as  it  is  or  rather  was,  termed,  the  hos-    with  a  few  weeks'  work,  and  they  go 
pitals  in  London.  on,   unmolested    and    unchecked,   in 

How  incalculably  valuable,  then,  is  whatever  course  may  best  be  smted  to 
this  time ;  and  how  essential  that  every  their  inclinations, 
means  should  be  taken  to  direct  its  We  do  not  pretend  to  draw  this  pic^ 
proper  employment.  Of  the  importance  ture  as  represendng  the  whole  class  of 
of  the  subject  we  need  say  no  more  :  it  medical  students;  but  it  is,  unfortu- 
is  of  itself  sufficiently  striking ;  and  we  nately,  we  fear,  too  generally  accurate, 
cannot  forget  the  duty  which  is  incum-  The  tide  does  not  all  flow  one  way; 
bent  upon  all,  not  hastily  to  reject,  but  there  are  various  undercurrents  in  dif. 
to  give  a  careful  consideration  to,  a  ferent  directions;  and  the  question 
proposition,  the  sole  object  of  which  is  comes  whether  an  attempt  might  not 
to  promote  the  better  superintendence,  be  made,  we  do  not  say  to  restrain  it 
and  more  judicious  management,  of  this  altogether,  but  to  moderate  and  check 
^jmp  it— whether  some  system  of  superin- 

That  some  alteration  is  required  in    tendence  might  not  be  advantageously 
the  course  of  medical  education  at  pre-    had  recourse  to,  a  little  more  eflfective 
sent  adopted,  is,  and  long  has  been,  the    than  that  which  is  at  present  adopted, 
universal  cry ;  and  no  wonder,  when       The  deficiencies  in  the  present  regu- 
we  consider  that  students  are  collected   lations  in   this  respect,  which  have 
together  in  this  great  metropolis,  and    long  been  apparent,  now  become  more 
allowed  to  follow  their  own  devices,    strikingly  so,  and  more  urgently  require 
without  the  least  superintendence  or    to  be  altered.    The  period  of  appren- 
control  being  exerted  over  them,  be-    ticeship  being,  in  most  instances,  cur- 
yond  a  slight  obligation  to  attend  a    tailed  from  five  to  three  years,  and  fre- 
given  number  of  lectures,  &c.    They    quently  omitted  altogether,  the  students 
are  turned  loose  into  the  world,  without    come  up  to  London  at  an  earlier  period 
restraint  and  without  direction,  at  the    than  they  used  to  do,  and  consequently 
very  period  when  guidance  is  most  re-    are  more  in  need  of  superintendence, 
quired.    They  are  exposed  to  all  the    The  greater  advance,  too,  of  medical 
evils  attendant  upon  the  assemblage  of   science,  and  the  wider  range  of  subjects 
young  men,  without  the  compensating   which  it  is  now  necessary  to  become 
discipline  which  is  necessary  to  main-    acquainted  with,  render  it  still  more 
tain  any  thing  like  good  order.    It  is  a    important  that  the  time  which  is  to  be 
system  so  evidently  wrong  that  one    devoted  to  the  study  of   the  various 
only  wonders  at  its  long  continuance,    subjects  should  be  well  employed  and 
And  this  laxity,  or  rather  total  absence,    carefully  regulated. 
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We   would   not   have   it  supposed  We  are  at  the  same  time  wiUing  to 

that  we  imagine  any  chann  to  be  ne-  confess,  that  there  are  some  positive 

ceissarily    connected    with    a   College  evils  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be 

mode  of  life,  or  that  any  benefit  is  to  found  more  or  less  connected  with  the 

be  the  result  of  the  mere  assembling  system  we  advocate ;   but  these  will 

the  students,  and  giving  them  a  place  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the 

of  abode,  near  their  hospital.    We  con-  manner  in  which  it  is  carried  out.    If 

sider  such  a  plan  advantageous  chiefly  it  is  to  be  considered  merely  in  the  light 

as  affording  the  opportunity  for  carry-  of  a  convenient  mode  of  accommodating 

ing  into  effect  something  like  a  system  students,  and  if  the  discipline  and  regu- 

of  discipline.     Tlie  insufficiency  of  the  lations  are  to  be  merely  formal,  we  can 

present  regulations  are  so  obvious,  and  conceive  the  evils  to  be  so  great  as  to 

the  difficulty  of  improving  them   so  render  it  altogether  objectionable.    To 

great  under  the  present  condition  of  construct  a   college,  and  assemble  a 

things,  that  we  advocate  a  Collegiate  number  of  young  men  within  its  walls 

system  as  affording  the  best,  perhaps  for  the  mere  convenience  of  lodging, 

the  only,    opportunity  of  restraining  without  subjecting  them  to  authority 

the  licentious,  as  well  as  directing  the  and  strict  regulations,  would  be  worse 

studies  of  the  industrious.  than  useless.    They  had  better  remain 

At  the  same  time  we  are  not  forget-  as  at  present,  and  be  allowed  to  shift 

ful  of  the  fact,  that  many  difficulties  for  themselves.    But  such  is  not  the 

and  practical   inconveniences  will  be  plan  we  advocate.     We  are  desirous  of 

found  to    attend    the    assemblage   of  promoting  the  collegiate  system  chiefly 

young  men  in  London,  which  do  not  as  a  means  of  exercising  authority  and 

exist,  or  at  least  are  felt  in  a  less  de-  control  over  the  students,  and  as  afford- 

gree,  in  our  smaller  University  towns  ing  a  means  of  filling  up  that  important 

of  Oxford  and  Cambridge.     The  same  blank  which  has  so  long  and  severely 

strictness  of  discipline,  especially  with  been  experienced  in  the  course  of  rae- 

regard  to  those  students  not  actually  dical  education, 

resident  within  the  College  walls,  can-  The  system  in  favour  of  which  we 

not,  it  is  evident,  be  maintained,  and  have  said  thus  mueh  is  not  one  to  be 

the  same  precautions  cannot  be  used  to  forced  upon  the  opinions  of  our  readers ; 

preserve  order  and  regularity.    But  we  it  is  one  for  which  we  merely  ask  a  fair 

are  not  ^ware  that  the  difficulty,  or  and  candid  consideration  on  the  part  of 

even  impossibility,  of  attaining  to  per-  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  cir- 

fection,  is  any  argument  against  the  cumstances  m  which  medical  students 

attempt  to  attain  to,  and  enforce,  a  stand,  and  who  know  the  difficulties 

certain  degree  of  discipline.    If  it  can-  that  would  attend  the  practical  appli- 

not  be  carried  out  in  its  fullest  extent,  cation  of  such  a  system,  as  well  as  the 

is  it  therefore  to  be  neglected  altoge-  advantages  which  might  be  anticipated 

ther  ?    Are  those  persons  who  have  at  from  it.    We  are  glad  that  it  has  aJ- 

heart  the  real  interests  of  the  students  ready  received  so  much  attention,  and 

to  stop  their  exertions  because  they  been  so  favourably  esteemed,  by  those 

find  some  difficulties  in  carrying  out  who  must  be  esteemed  good  judges ; 

their  scheme  ? '    The  very  cause  which  and   we    feel,    therefore,  the   greater 

is  an  obstacle  to  perfection  forms  in  boldness  in  again  advocating 4t.  Should 

this  instance  one  of  the  strongest  rea-  it,  upon  further  deliberation,  be  found 

sons  for  making  an  attempt  to  establish  impracticable,  there  will  be  no  rea- 

a  certain  amount  of  discipline.  son    to    regret  that  the   subject  haa 
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been  brought  before  the  consideration  Milan. — The  Civil  Hospital,  Otpedaie 

of  the  profession.    Should  it,  however,  f»fW«'^«.  >•  *  bnilding  one  floor  high,  con- 

.     '^                             ^   .  ...^    ^v    ^  'x  taiDing  eight  coorts,  which  are  surroiHidecl 

as  there  seems  every  probabihty  that  it  ^  colonnades.    It  was  founded  in  1456  by 

will,  be  found  compatible  with  the  po-  Francis  Sfona,  and  endowed  by  Carcano  in 

sition  of  medical  students,  and  likely  to  1610,  and  by  Machi  in  1797.    Every  year, 

,    ^,    .        . .                1.  11      •  •  on  Lady-cuiy,  the  portraits  of  all  the  bene- 

promote  their  welfare,  we  shall  rejoice  fetors  of  the  hospital  are  exhibited:  they 

in  having  been  the  means  of  promoting  are  half  lengths,  or  three-quarters,  according 

80  great  an  improvement  in  the  manage-  to  the  soms  they  gave.    It  contains  2000 

.     .       'J.    1    J       ..  beds,  and  the  director  is  Dr.  Caragud.  This 

ment  of  medical  education.  institution  has  its  own  miU,  bake-house,  and 

^— —  slaughter-house,  which  lies  in  the  direction 
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museum  oi  moroia  anatomy,  couectea  wtttun 

By  Dr  Strickek.  these  few  years.     Connected  with  this  esta> 

blishment    are   St.   Catharine's   Foundling 

Hospital,  which  receives  3000  children  an- 

Thr  univernties  of  Padua  and  PlSTia  are  nnally,  and  the  Senavra  Asylum,  containing 

arranged  entirely  on  the  Austrian  footing ;  300  lunatics ;  special  permission  is  required 

in  the  others  all  the  lectures  are  gratuitous,  to  visit  either  of  th^  institutionj.     The 

There  is  but  one  course  in  the  year ;  the  Hospital  of  the  Compasdonate  Brethren  is 

vacationconsistsofJaly,  August,  September,  spacious  and  clean,  like  all  which  belong  to 

and,  by  an  abase,  of  October  also.     To  this  this  benevolent  order. 

must  be  added  the  numerous  holidays,  so  Venice, — ^The  numerous  small  hospitals^ 

that  the  number  of  lecture-days  is  often  which  existed  In  the  time  of  the  republic, 

very  limited ;  in  Lucca,  for  example,  only  for  single  diseases,  have  been  united  in  the 

143.     Hence  the  time  of  study  is  continued  Otpedale  civico,  which  is  established  in  the 

pretty  long :  in  the  States  of  the  Church,  monastery  of  St.  Mark.  The  director  is  Dr. 

for  instance,  there  is  a  philosophical  course  Troys.     The  female  lunatics  are  under  the 

lasting  two  years,  with  an  examination ;  then  care  of  Dr.  Fasetta,  the  suipcal  patients 

three  years'  study  for  surgeons,  and  four  for  under  Professor  Riraa,  the  medical  ones 

physicians ;  and,  lastly,  two  years'  practice  under  Dr.  Mengrado.     Besides  the  usual 

in  the  elinique^  after  taking  their  degree,  causes  of  insanity,  the  pellagra  is  here  an 

before  admission  to  tiie  state  examination,  additional  one.    Ibe  institution  possesses  a 

The   practice   of   physic  is   more  or  less  very  beautiful  diurch,  and  a  smiJl  but  in* 

governed  by  three  different  systems ;  first,  teresting  cabinet  of  morbid  anatomy. 

by  Rasori's  doctrine  of  contra- stimulus,  of  Bologna, — ^We  are  especially  reminded  of 

which  Tommasini  is  the  chief  support ;  by  the  ancient  splendour  of  this  university,  with 

Bufalini^s  system,  who  tries  to  explain  dis-  which  only  Padua  could  compete,  by  the 

eases   by  organico-chemical    disturbances ;  anatomical  lecture-room,  adorned  with  tiie 

and   by   Pudnotti's,   who    endeavours    to  busts    of   Mondini,    Aranzi,    Varoli,    and 

explain    them    by   magnetico-electric    dis-  Malpighi,  who  all  taught  here,  and  with  the 

turbances;  though  the  theories  of  the  two  two  celebrated  Dayed  figures  cut  in  wood, 

last  have  but  little  influence  on  their  prac-  by  Eroole  Lelli.    The  present  professor  of 

tice.    The  treatment  is  on  the  whole  simple,  anatomy  is  also  a  Mondini.     The  cabinet  of 

with  much  reference  to  diet :  new  remedies  anatomical  wax  figures  is  very  old,  and  dis- 

are  admitted  with   difficulty,   so  that  the  tinguished  as  a  work  of  art,  but  far  less 

oleum  jeeorU  atelli  (cod's  liver  oil)  is  not  complete  than  the  one  at  Florence.    The 

yet  known  in  southern  Italy.    Homoeopathy  cabinet  of  morbid  anatomy  also  contains 

has  found  but  few  adherents,  and  hydropathy  numerous  wax  preparations ;  and  the  diseases 

none.  The  eliniqttee  are  partly  in  tiie  French  of  the  skin  and  of  the  organs  of  generation 

style,  as  at  Naples  and  Rome,  where  they  are  represented  with  particular  success.  The 

are  nothing  more  than  lectures ;  and  partly  physical  cabinet  is  exhibited  in  six  rooms ; 

after  the  German  manner,  and  at  the  bed-  at  the  entrance  is  a  monument  to  Galvani. 

side  of  the  patient.     Polyeliniquet  [i.  e.  The  obstetrical  collection  is  the  first  of  the 

dispensary  visits,  together  with  pupils,  at  the  kind  in  Italy ;  it  contains  embryos  from  the 

patients'  homes]  are  not  usual.  twentieth  .day  onwards,  and  a  series  in  wax. 

In  surgery  and  midwifery  there  is  a  great  representing  the  normal  and  abnormal  course 

inclination  to  the  practice  of  the  French,  of  pregnancy. 

whose  principal  works  are  translated  into  The   Otpedale  mafffiore  o  della  vita  e 

Italian,  and  whose  instruments  are  used  by  della  morte  is  also  a  military  hospital ;  it  is 

preference.   In  the  treatment  of  eye  diseases  very  clean,  and  usually  contains  only  from 

they  follow  German  authors  more.  160  to  200   patients,  though   capable   of 
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boldlng  BOO.    Here  are  the  eUnipM;  Dr.  ture-roomt,  an  anatomical  theatre,  a  small 

ComeUi  is  the  director   of  the   medical,  clinique  for  examlDation,  and  an  apartment 

Yenturoni  of  the  surgical  one.  for  patients  "who  pay  12  or  18  ducats  a 

The  Oipedale  Sant*  Orsota,  in  front  of  month. 

the  Porta  Samntale,  is  for  chronic  diseases ;  Patients  who  want  to  be  taken  in,  assemble 

there  is  one  ward  for  phthisical^  and  one  for  in  the  morning  in  two  wards,  and  are  then 

syphilitic  patients.     It  is  less  dean  than  the  selected. 

last  one,  and  the  patients  are  Tery  irregularly  The  Albergo  dei  Poteri,  also  called  JRe* 
classed.  Da?eri  is  the  director  of  the  sur-  eluwrio,  or  Seraglio,  the  great  building  at 
gical,  and  Paolini  of  the  medical  diyision :  the  end  of  the  Strada  JFbn'a,  was  originally 
Gualandi  is  the  director  of  the  insane.  They  intended  to  be  a  square,  but  the  front  alone 
have  no  occupation,  and  the  attempts  at  cure  has  been  completed.  This  enormous  poor- 
are  therefore  attended  with  little  success,  house,  founded  in  1742,  contains  2700  men 
Here,  likewise,  the  pellagra  is  an  occasional  and  boys,  mostly  foundlings,  who  wear  a 
cause  of  insanity.  uniform,  and   700  women.     In  the  lower 

Naplet, — In  Naples  there  are  three  insti-  rooms  are  workshops  of  different  kinds  ; 

tutions  for  the  study  of  medicine.  glass  famaces,  a  type  foundry,  a  pin  manu- 

1.  The  Unirersity.  factory,  a  forge  for  arms,  &c.     The  dor- 

2.  The  Medical  College  in  the  neighbour-  mitories  are  airy,  and  contain  from  56  to 
hood  of  the  Ineurabili,  for  120  young  per-  128  beds  each.  The  diet  consists  of  bread, 
sons,  who  pay  ten  ducats  a  month.  They  soup,  macaroni,  and  wine  for  dinner,  and 
bave  dormitories,  a  garden,  and  a  public  soup,  with  bread,  for  supper  ;  and  three 
refectory ;  are  present  at  the  unifersity  lee-  ounces  of  meat  on  Sundays,  Thursdays,  and 
tures,  and  afterwards  become  assistants  at  the  holidays. 

Ineurabili,  In  the  same  building  is  the  institution  for 

3.  The  professors  not  yet  appointed  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  containing  32  pupils 
cbairs  receive  fees,  for  which  they  give  under  the  care  of  Cozzolino,  who  are  in- 
lectures  and  hold  a  clinique.  To  the  last  structed  in  religion,  reading,  writing,  arith- 
belongs  the  medical  c/ini^e  of  Dr.  Prudente,  metic,  geography,  and  natural  history.  The 
which  he  holds  at  the  patient's  bed-side,  in  patients  of  the  Albergo  go  to  the  hospital  of 
the  hospital  of  the  Madonna  di  Loreto.  Si.  Madonna  di  Loreto. 

Prudente  also  gives  lectures  on  anatomy  in  Close  by  is  the  Botanic  Garden,  whose 
the  small  lecture-room  of  the  hospital.  This  director  is  Tenore,  and  whose  gardener  is 
hospital  contains  a  collection  founded  by  Denhardt,  a  Hanoverian.  It  contains  a 
Pietro  Sonentino,  which  extends  over  the  beautiful  tepidarium  of  the  Doric  order, 
domain  of  mineralogy,  botany,  zoology,  and  entirely  covered  with  FHctu  stipulaia ;  the 
anatomy.  It  possesses  many  wax  prepare-  caldarium  contains  nothing  but  coffee-trees, 
tions,  e.  g.  the  aurantiacese,  the  moUusca  The  arrangement  of  the  aquatic  plants  is 
(which,  however,  have  their  natural  shells),  bad.  The  plants  are  arranged  in  four 
the  diseases  of  the  eye  and  the  skin,  and  the  squares  according  to  Linnaeus,  and  in  two 
varieties  of  the  arteries  according  to  Tiede-  according  to  Jussieu. 
mann.  Giampetri  is  the  director  of  the  The  institution  for  the  blind,  iS^/.  (?iti#<*p/7e 
sni^gical  division.  e  Lucia,  on  the  Chiaja,  is  arranged  after 
The  principal  dvil  hospital  is  the  0«7ieJa/e  the  pattern  of  the  best  institutions  of  the 
degV  Ineurabili,  in  an  open  situation  on  a  kind.  One  hundred  and  sixty  blind  per- 
Binall  hill  at  the  limits  of  the  old  town.  It  sons  are  instructed  in  reading,  music,  ma- 
is  capable  of  holding  2500  patients,  and  has  thematics,  and  geography ;  and  they  print 
B  revenue  of  more  £an  100,000  ducats.  It  their  books  themselves  with  letters  in  relief, 
contains  the  university  c/tot^M,  the  medical  There  is  among  them  an  interesting  case  of 
one,  and  the  surgical  one  under  de  Horetiis,  elephantiasie  leonina.  The  Director  is  Pro- 
where  the  representations  of  interesting  cases,  fessor  Quadri. 

which  are  suspended  on  the  walls,  cannot  be  The  Naval  Hospital  is  also  on  the  Chiaja ; 
very  cheering  to  the  patients  ;  the  eye  the  best  wards,  which  are  on  the  first  floor, 
clinique,  which,  since  1822,  has  bom  under  are  occupied  by  the  marines ;  those  on  the 
Quadri ;  and  the  obstetric  one  under  Catto-  second,  by  patients  from  the  galleys, 
lica.  The  last  has  45  beds  for  pregnant  In  front  of  the  Capuan  Gate,  in  the 
women,  two  beds  for  delivery,  and  an  apart-  Hospital  of  Prisons  fSan  Francesco)  is  the 
znent  for  lying-in  women.  Besides  the  anatomicsl,  zoological,  and  pathological 
wards  for  patients,  which  are  very  la^rge,  and  cabinet  collected  by  Nanula,  formerly  Pro- 
built  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  the  building  fessor  of  Anatomy.  It  contains  many  most 
contains  a  room  for  lithotomy ;  a  ward  for  remarkable  specimens.  For  example,  there 
mercurial  frictions ;  one  for  phthisical  pa-  is  a  specimen  of  quintuplets,  four  female 
tients  ;  and  one  which  serves  as  an  hospice  and  one  male ;  they  were  bom  at  Gi  months, 
for  old  incurable  ones ;  in  addition  to  lee-  and  one  lived  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  another 
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half  an  hour.    T)ien$  is  also  an  ossified  ace  the  strait  waistcoat,  t^e  dark  room, 

ovary  weighing  9}  pounds.     The  coUectionv  and  the  coercive  bed  fitted  np  with  a  night« 

which  is  elegant  but  ill  arranged,  has  been  stool  and  a  contrivance  for  raising  the  head. 

bought  by  the  Government,  and  after  the  There  are  douche  and  vapour  baths  besides 

decease  of  the  present  possessor  is  to  be  the  ordinary  ones.    Those  lunatics  whose 

transferred  to  the  University.    Near  it  is  the  condition  permits  it,  may  go  put  three  times 

hospital  called  Sta.  Maria  della  Fede,  for  a  week.  ' 

girls  of  the  town ;  the  Director  is  Giam-  Sicily,  Palermo. — The  medical  and  be- 
pietri.  There  is  an  examination  every  nevolent  institutions  are  here  as  difficult  to 
Wednesday ;  when  cured  they  are  kept  a  be  seen  as  they  are  easy  of  aocess  at  Naples, 
week  in  the  house  and  observed.  The  sores  I  was  not  able  to  get  into  the  Alhergo 
are  touched  with  nitrate  of  silver.  When  dei  Poveri,  or  the  Conservaiorio  di  Sjnrilo 
the  chief  disease  is  in  the  glands,  the  general  Sanio,  The  Civil  Hospital  contains  608 
treatment  consists  of  [mercurial]  frictions ;  beds ;  Longo  is  the  Director,  and  the  Mar- 
when  the  bones  principally  are  affected,  of  chese  di  S.  Giorgio  the  Administrator.  Ths 
Dupuytren's  sublimate  pills.  According  to  division  for  girls  of  the  town,  who  are  also 
the  principles  which  prevail  here,  the  pa-  examined  hm,  is  not  well  arranged ;  it 
tients  have  nourishing  diet ;  eleven  ounces  consists  of  230  beds,  in  four  wards.  They 
of  bread,  with  three  of  meat,  four  of  maea-  have  two  ounces  of  meat  and  wine  daily, 
roni,  and  a  tumbler  of  wine,  for  dinner  ;  In  the  Collegio  militare,  or  della  Benifi- 
soup,  with  six  ounces  of  bread,  for  supper,  cenza^  foundlings  are  made  into  soldiers. 
Schultz's  work  on  the  mineral  springs  of  In  front  of  the  town  is  situated  the  new 
Naples  (Berlin,  1837)  may  be  consulted  for  madhouse,  founded  at  the  instance  of  Pietro 
information  respecting  the  baths  of  Castella-  Pisani,  who  had  also  written  a  book  on  the 
mare  and  Ischia ;  observingt  however,  that  subject,  the  Cuida  dei  Foreatierif  per  is 
the  baths  of  Tbrre  delV  Annunsiata  have  Real  Casa  dei  Matti,  Palermo  1835.  (The 
already  failed.  Foreigner's  Guide  to  the  Royal  Lunatic 

Aversa. — ^The  first  stage  on  the  road  to  Asylum.)    It  contained  58  women  and  44. 

Capua  is  the  little  town  of  Aversa,  containing  men.     For  the  former  there  are  120  cells, 

four  mad-houses,  with  more  than  600  pa-  in  two  stories,  those  for  the  unquiet  below, 

tients.     Sta,  Maddalena,  Sia.  CottinOt  and  and  those  for  the  furious  above,  arranged 

Capuzzinit  are  for  men,  Monte  Vergine  for  around  a  court  which  contains  an  enclosed 

women.    II  Reale  Moroirofio  di  Sta,  Mad^  fountain.    The  men  have  twenty  ceUa  for 

dalena  was  newly  arranged  in  1834  ;   the  the  furious  round  a  small  court ;  the  quieter 

mode  of  life  in  it  is  as  follows : — At  7  ones  are  kept  in  the  building,  where  there 

o'clock  the  patients  rise,  and  are  amused  are  also  rooms  for  the  patients  who  pay,  at 

with  biliards,  occupation  in  the  garden,  and  the  rate  of  twelve  ducats  a  month.    There 

music,  till  noon ;  their  first  mesJ  is  at  11,  is  a  parlour  for  each  sex,  where  they  can 

the  second  at  5 ;  then  they  have  a  walk  in  converse,  qnder  inspection,  with  relations 

the  court-yard,  or  the  pillared  hall ;   and  and  friends.     One  apartment  is  devoted  to 

about  7  in  the  evening  they  assemble  in  the  weaving.     The  baths  are  very  beautiful,  and 

apartments.  The  diet  varies  in  three  different  the  whole  building    arranged  with    much 

classes.    The  poor  receive  twenty  ounces  of  luxury.    For  the  amusement  of  the  lunatics 

breaddaily,  with  four  ounces  of  meat,  a  bottle  the  gardens  are  furnished  with  allegories 

ofwine,  and  fruit;  and  macaroni  twice  a  week,  [allegorical  groups?],  caricatures,  grottos. 

The  half  boarders,  who  pay  six  ducats  a  temples,  and  various  games,  partly  con- 

inonth,  get  two  dishes  a  day ;   the  whole  structed  by  the  lunatics  themselves.    These 

boarders  pi^  double,  and  get  three  dishes,  interested  my  guide  so  much  that  through 

and  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  four.  them  I  obtainecl  po  information  on  more 

The  principle  on  which  the  establishment  important  points.    The  coercive  instruments 

is  conducted  is  to  effect  cures  by  gentleness,  used  are  the  strait  wustcoat,  the  dark  room, 

combined  ¥rith    strict   military   discipline,  and  the  hammock.      Connected  with  tl^s 

For  this  reason,  the  lunatics  wear  a  uniform,  institution  is  a  small,  but  very  interesting. 

Those  who  pay  are  distinguished  fVom  the  collection  of  the  skulls  of  insane  persons, 

poor  by  coats,  the  latter  wearing  jackets ;  Changes   of   fortune,  and  violent   mental 

priests  have  a  cross  on  the  breast.  emotions,   during    the    prevalence  of   the 

The  colour  of  the  cross  and  ojT  the  coat-  cholera  in  1837,  were  abundant  sources  of 

collar  varies  according  to  the  species  of  madness.     The  botsnic  garden,  under  the 

lunacy  ;    red  for   the  furious,  yellow  for  direction  of  Professor  Xineo,  situated  near 

monomaniacs,  white  for  the  fatuous  (itu^  Flora's  Walk,  is  magnificent.    The  amphi- 

pidijt  green  for  the  epileptic,  and  blue  for  theatre  for  lectures  is  built  in  an  oma^ 

the  dementee,  Doric  style,  and  decorated  with  statues  of 

AU  movements  are  conducted  by  beat  of  ^sculapius,  Hygiea,  Flora,  Pomona,  Ceres, 

drum.  and  Abundance.     A  statue  of  Paris  reprq- 

Of  coercive  means  the  only  ones  employed  sented  as  a  herdsman  fronts  the  green-house. 
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The  round  basio  for  water  plants  is  croMed 
by  a  complete  net-work  of'  small  stone 
bridges,  situated  partly  in  concentric  cirdeSi 
partly  in  their  radii,  so  that  it  is  easy  to 
reach  any  single  plant. 

Prince  Bufcera's  garden  is  also  botanically 
interesting;  the  gardener  is  a  German  named 
Schott. 

Besides  artistioal  and  antiquarian  collec- 
tions, the  UniTerslty  contains  the  anatomical 
tbAtre,  and  a  small  pathological  cabinet, 
particularly  interesting  for  its  specimens  of 
intra-uterine  life.  Tlie  best  known  among 
the  Professors  is  Foderit,  the  physiologist, 
who  formerly  liTed  at  Vwna,  but  was  bom 
here.' 

[To  be  continued.] 

QUANTITY  OF  CARBON  USED 
IN  FOOD. 

Ths  quantity  of  carbon  consumed,  in  the 
form  of  food,  by  different  indiTidoab,  is 
subject  to  conndoabie  Tariation.  It  is  wdl 
known  that  some  persons    are    notorious 


among  their  friends  and  acquaintances  for 
being  great  feeders, — while  others  are  com- 
monly known  as  small  eaters.  The  difference 
is  still  greater  vhen  we  compare  the  eating 
powers  of  the  inhabitants  of  different  coun- 
tries. Whether  this  depends,  as  some 
phrenologists  assert,  on  the  unequal  de- 
velopment of  a  particular  part  of  the  brain 
(which  they  call  the  or^oii  qf  alimeniheneMi) 
I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire :  it  being  suffi- 
cient for  the  present  purpose  that  the  ex- 
istence of  inequalities  of  appetites  among 
different  individuals  is  generally  recognised. 
Liebig  estimates  the  amount  of  carbon 
daily  consumed  at  15-^  oz.  avoirdupoia 
[13^  oz.  Hessian]  exclusive  of  that  con- 
sumed in  the  form  of  green  vegetables,  &c. 
His  statement  is  based  on  observations  made 
on  the  average  daily  consumption  of  food, 
by  from  27  to  30  soldiers,  of  the  Body  Guard 
of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,  in 
barracks,  for  a  mont^,  or  by  855  men  for 
one  day.  I  have  drawn  up  the  following 
table  from  his  statements,  and  converted  the 
Hessian  weights  into  avoirdupois  weights. 


Kinds  of  Food. 


Ordinary  meat  containing  f  of  fat  andoellular  tissue 
Fat  or  Lard  ... 

Lentils 

Peas 

Beans 

Potaloea 

Bread 


Total  for  855  men  for  one  day 
Average  for  one  man  for  <me  day 


Avoirdupois  weight 
of  rood. 


lbs. 

306 

3 

3 

12 

15 

1093 

1923 


oz.  grs. 
4  186 
13  304i 
10  412 
12  161 
76 
357  . 


0 
2 


9  214i 


3358  5  398 
3  14  370i 


Avoirdupois  veight 
of  Carbon. 


\ 


lbs.  oz.  grs. 
80  14  210 
3  1  156^ 

11  10  131 A 

133  5  374Vt 
589  11  50^ 


818  11  47 
0  15  140 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  85  men 

consumed, 

lbs.  oz.   grs. 
Of    green    v^etables    (cab- 
bages^ greens^  turnips,  &c.)  189  7  401i 
Of  sourkrout    .     .     .     «     .  110  2    325 
Of  onions,  leeks,  celery,  &c.    26  11  203^ 

Total  for  855  men  for  1  day  326  6      55 

Average  for  1  man  for  1  day      0  6      47 


Xt  also  appears,  from  an  approximate  re- 
port of  the  serjeant^mii^or,  that  each  soldier 
consumed  daily,  on  an  average,  out  of  the 
barracks,  the  following  quantities  of  other 
foods: 


Avoirdupois 
weight. 


Sausages  3^oz.  i 

Butter   .    f  oz.  &  33i  grs.S 
Beer  .     .    i  pint 
Brandy  .  -^  pint 

6a  that  we  may  fairly  assume,  that  each 
of  these  .toldicrt  conaumed  daUy  about  one 


pound  (avoirdupois)  of  carbon.  Now  if  we 
suppose  that  while  under  experiment  he 
neither  gained  nor  lost  in  weight,  what,  it 
may  be  asked,  became  of  the  carbon  thus 
takeu  in  the  form  of  food  ? 

I  shall  assume,  with  Liebig,  that  the  car- 
bon of  the  green  vegetables,  sourkrout,  and 
onions,  wss  equal  to  that  of  the  ftBctSs  and 
the  urine,  and  shall  exclude  from  our  cal- 
culation the  carbon  of  the  small  quantity  of 
food  (sausages,  butter,  beer,  and  brandy) 
taken  in  the  alebonae.  We  have,  therefore, 
to  account  for  the  disposal  of  1 5  ozs.  140  grs. 
avoirdupois  (»6702i  grs.  troy)  of  carbon ; 
nearly  the  whole  of  which  quantity  must 
have  been  thrown  out  of  the  system  by  the 
lungs  and  the  skin  in  the  form  of  carbonic 
add. 

Now  67024  grs.  troy  oi  carbon  require 
17,840  grs.  of  oxygen  gas  to  yieki  24,542^ 
grains  of  carbonic  acid ;  and  itia  remarkable 
that    Menzies    estimated    the  quantity  of 
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oxjgea  consamed  in  respiration  by  a  man  In  upwards  and  downwards,  with  such  rapidity, 

24  hours  at  17,625  grs.  that  the  whole  organ  appeared  convnlsed. 

At  the  same  time  the  muscular  fibres  in  the 

Cotuumption  of  oxygen  in  24  hourt.  centre  of  the  tongue  remained  unmoved. 

Cubic  Inches.    Grs.  When  the  needle  was  applied  to  the  branch 

Lavoisier  and  ^^  '^®  ^^^  P**'  °^  nerves  no  movements  of 

Seguin     .     .     46037  or  15661  (French)  the  tongue  ensued,  nor  when  the  glosso- 

Mensies       .     .     51480  or  17625  pharyngeal  nerve  was  touched. 

Davy      .     .     .    45504  or  15751  1^  the  fiicial  nerve  was  galvanized  the 

Allen  and  Pepys    39600  or  13464  tongue  was  carried  upwards  and  bwjkwanis. 

If  it  be  objected  that  tiie  estimate  of  ^"^  downwards,  then  again  upwards,  at  ti>e 

II  u.  oe  oojcci«a   vum.   "^  "»^  game  time  undergomg  a  sort  of  vermicular 

Menzies  «  too  high,  it  ""^y  j«  «P»f^^^  movement  from  tiie  actibn  of  the  Unguali. 

the  amount  of  food  consmned  by  A^^^^  muscle;  the  movement  upwards  and  back- 

rtadtsoUherswas  perhaps  a^^^  wards  being  due  to  the  cbntraction  of  the 

Each  of  these  IS  «l.<^ted  to  ^^^1^^  stylo-glossus.  the  upper  part  of  which  re- 

a^^d:3l^:.LfoiXpo%^^^^  i^hr^^Tol'^^^ 

daily.     No^  i»  ti^c  dietary  of  *»»«  Sfc^-fJ  times  with  perfect  success  by  M.  Guarini.  in 

Umon  (which,  I  am  s«sur«l,  "  ^^^dered  P^  ^^  ^,^  coUe/gues.     It  being 

to  be  a  very  good  dietary  for  pa^P«")  'be  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  vermi^lar  motion  of 

-  ^^u^''  Commissioners  allow  o^y  14  ozs  ^^^  ^                   ,^  attributed  to  the  action 

of  bread,  and  rather  more  than  2^  ozs.  of  ^^  ^^^  ^gtylo-glossi  muscles,  these  muscles, 

m«it.  as  the  daily  supply.  j^^^  ^.^1^  ^l^^  stylo-pharyngiei  and  digas. 

Moreover,  the  consumption  of  food,  and  J      ^^    ^^    hypoglossal  nerves,    were 

consequently  of  carbon  by  ^r^^;  «  ;^°^^^  divided,  the  head  hiving  been  separated  from 

siderably  1^  than  ^b^t  by  the  Dar^^^  ^l^^  ^^^     ^^  ^^  ^^4  ^/^  .^^  lin- 

soldier«.-/)r.  Peretra,  m  the  Pharmaeeu.  ^^^  J^^^^^  j^^  ^^^^     ^^^  ^^.^  ^^^^ 

itcai  journal. ^^^^^  ^^^  galvanized,  the  tongue  was  no 

longer  carried  backwards,  but  the  vermicular 

ANATOMICAL  and  PHYSIOLOGICAL  movement  continued  unimpaired. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  CORDA        The  physiological  conclusions  which  the 

TYMPANI  author  draws  from  these  experiments  are, 

^___  that  the  hypoglossal  is  not  the  only  motor 

nerve  of  the  tongue,  and  he  considers  that 

M.  Guarini  has  lately  published  a  mono-  by  its  influence  upon  the  lingualis  muscle 

graph  containing  some  experiments  and  ob-  the  corda  tympani  is  subservient   to  the 

servations  on  the  functions  of  this  nerve,  articulation  of  sound. 

which  has  already  occupied  so  large  a  share  The  suggestion  that  the  corda  tympani  is 
of  the  attention  of  physiologists.  a  motor  nerve  and  derived  from  the  facial 
The  author  adopts  the  opinion  that  the  is  by  no  means  new,  though  the  part  to 
corda  tympani  is  not  derived  from  the  era-  which  its  influence  is  supplied  has  been  a 
nisi  branch  of  the  vidian  nerve,  but  takes  subject  of  tnuch  discussion.  The  above  ex- 
its origin  from  the  facial.  He  concludes,  periments  seem  to  have  been  conducted  with 
therefore,  that  it  is,  like  the  facial,  a  motor  much  care,  but  they  are  of  such  a  nature  as 
nerve.  In  the  second  place,  he  shows  by  to  require,  repetition  in  other  hands  before 
dissection  that  the  corda  tympani  is  distri-  we  can  consider  the  inferences  drawn  from 
buted  principally  to  the  fibres  of  the  lingual  them  to  be  established, 
muscle,  and  he  thinks  that  it  communicates  — 
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10  verify  the  justice  of  this  opinion,  he  wnwci? 

performed  experiments  on  animals ;  striking  "^  ^  HORSE. 

them  on  the  head,  and  then  quickly  making  By  Mr.  George  Rickword,  Retford. 

a  section  of  the  tongue  and  the  inferior  

maxillary  bone  in  the  mesial  line.  After  Ak  extraordinary  case  has  lately  come  under 
waiting  till  the  spasms  which  affected  the  my  observation  of  a  horse  swallowing  a  piece 
muscles  had  ceased,  he  implanted  one  of  the  of  new  sponge,  and  which  caused  not  the 
needles  of  a  small  galvanic  pile  in  the  ante-  slightest  inconvenience  to  him,  although  he 
rior  part  of  the  tongue,  and  connected  the  did  not  pass  it  until  nine  days  afterwards, 
other  with  the  nerve  whose  function  he  de-  The  case  is  as  follows : — 
sired  to  ascertain.  He  found  that,  when  Thos.  Chas.  Higgios,  Esq.  of  Survey 
the  hypo-glossal  nerve  was  galvanized,  the  House,  in  thb  county,  purchased  a  six-year- 
tongue  was  moved  forwards  and  backwards,  old  horse  of  a  dealer  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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Not  being  wanted  for  immediate  use,  he  was  **  Some  years  agOt"  says  M.  N^grier,  **  I 

tamed  into  a  paddock,  wliere  be  remained  a  cat  myself  under  tbe  nose,  wbile  shaving. 

week.     At  tbe  expiration  of  that  time  be  was  The  blood  flowed  copiously  from  this  petty 

brought  up  for  the  pu.pose  of  getting  through  wound,  and  I  could  not  stop  it,  either  with 

his  physic,  and  waft  placed  in  a  loose  box  away  court   plaster  or  by  cauterising  with  the 

from  the  stables,  and  put  upon  a  bran-mash  nitrate  of  sUver.     By  chance,  however,  I 

diet.      Upon  the  groom  going  into  the  box  lifted  up  both  my  arms  at  once  to  reach 

on  the  following  morning,  he  remarked  that  something,  and  I  saw,  to  my  great  surprise, 

there  was  a  peculiar  offensive  smell,  resem-  that  the  flow  of  blood,  which  was  copious 

bllng  the  effluvia  from  dead  rats ;  and  upon  just  before,  immediately  stopped.  I  lowered 

removing  the  fseces  he  discovered  a  piece  of  my  arms,  and  the  hemorrhage  began  again  ; 

sponge,  the  size  of  an  egg,  and  which  ex-  I  again  lifted  them  up,  and  again  the  blood 

plained  at  once  the  cause  of  the  stench.  immediately  stopped.   In  this  way  I  renewed 

In  order  to  convince  himselfthat  the  horse  and  stopped  the  flow  five  or  six  times,  in 

had  not  taken  it  during  the  time  he  was  in  order  to  convince  myself  perfectly  that  the 

the  box,  he  examined  his  stock,  and  found  sudden  raising  of  the  arms  was  really  the 

that  be  had  not  lost  any  ;  and  he  is  quite  cause  of  the  suspension  of  the  hnmorrhage. 

positive  that  the  horse  must  have  swallowed  Lastly,  I  kept  my  arms  raised  for  one  or  two 

it  before  he  was  in  their  possession,  because  minutes ;  and  during  this  period  a  plastic 

no  sponge  had  been  afterwards  used  where  crust  formed  upon  the  cut,  which  put  a  final 

he  could  possibly  get  at  it.     1   have  the  stop  to  the  hsemorrhage/' 

sponge  in  my  possession,  and  it  appears  to  M.  N^grier  has  since  remarked,  that  if 

me  to  have  been  a  new  piece,  and  in  my  the  cut  goes  through  the  dipillary  vessels 

opinion  has  not  in  the  slightest  degree  nn-  alone,  the  haemorrhage  is  not  stopped ;  for 

dergone  the  process  of  digestion.  this  effect  it  is  necessary  that  the  wound 

I  once  met  with  the  case   of  a  horse  should  contain  some  arterial  branches  of  a 

swallowing  a  sponge,  the  particulars  of  which  greater  calibre. 

I  sent  to  you.     In  that  case  not  a  particle  Our  judicious  contemporary,  the  Oazette 

was  voided  undigested,  but  the  patient  was  Mtdicale,  observes  as   follows  upon   this 

ill  to  an  alarming  degree.     There  certainly  plan  : — 

was  a  difference  with  respect  to  their  food :  We  shall  not  undertake  any  explanation 

one  had  been  kept  upon  hard  meat  for  two  or  of  this  fact,  which  must  first  be  verified ;  for 

three  years,  and  the  other  upon  his  natural  although  the  authority  of  M.  Negrier  is  suf- 

diet,  he   having  been  at  grass    for  some  ficient  to  make  us  admit  the  mere  fact,  that 

months. — The  Veterinarian.  is,  the  coincidence  of  the  raising  the  arm  and 

the  cessation  of  the  haemorrhage,  we  cannot 

^^^^  admit  the  influence  attributed  to  the  raising 

METHOD  OP  STOPPING  BLEEDING  t^g  ^rm,  without  fresh  facts.    Nor  shall  we 

FROM  THE  NOSE.  quote  the  explanation  given  by  M.  Negrier, 

By  Dr.  Neoe«r,  of  Angers.  «",  '\  ^«^^«»  "^^^^  ^  ^  *^*^^  ^  ^^^^^'^  poi^t 

^                         '          ®  of  view. 


The  following  case,  being  one  of  those  re-  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

ported  by  the  author,  will  show  his  method 

of  proceeding.  In  a  paper  lately  read  before  the  Academy 

April  1839. — A  chimney-sweep,  aged  14,  of  Sciences,  M.  Bourgery  is  of  opinion  that 
had  already  lost  200  grammes  [six  ounces]  man  and,  in  general,  the  mammalia,  at  the 
of  blood  from  the  right  nostril.  The  blood  two  extremities  of  their  lives,  approach  the 
was  stiU  flowing  very  fast,  the  face  was  two  classes  of  vertebrated  animals  which 
flushed,  the  eyes  injected  and  weeping,  the  display  the  two  extremes  of  aerial  respiration- 
pulse  full  and  soft,  the  skin  warm.  I  had  In  fact,  says  the  author,  as  adolescence  ap- 
thB  boy  phiced  with  his  head  high ;  then,  proaches,  the  lungs,  from  year  to  year,  pre- 
with  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand,  I  com-  sent  fresh  sanguineous  surfaces  to  the  air,  so 
pressed  the  nostril  from  which  the  blood  t^^at  the  breathing,  by  its  development,  if 
vras  flowing.  While  doing  this  I  made  him  not  by  the  form  of  its  organs,  more  and 
lift  up  his  right  arm  perpendicularly,  telling  more  resembles  the  respiration  of  birds.  In 
him  to  keep  it  so  for  two  minutes :  the  the  old  man,  in  proportion  to  the  advance  of 
hemorrhage  had  stopped  in  ten  seconds.  decrepitude,  the  lungs  are  graduidly  decom- 

M.  Negrier  relates  three  other  cases,  quite  posed  into  aerial  caverns,  which  diminish  the 

similar,  where  the  epistaxis  yielded  with  the  sanguineous  surfaces  in  proportion ;  so  that 

same  facility  to  the  same  remedy;  and  he  hia  respiration,  both  by  its  actual  volume,  and 

might,  he  says,  have  considerably  increased  by  the  alterations  of  the  structure  of  the 

the  number.    The  following  fiBct  induced  organ  in  which  it  takes  place,  resembles  that 

him  to  try  this  plan.  of  reptiles. 
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SCHEME  OP  MEDICAL  EDUCATION,  ^^^e^  proper  teaching,  the  method  of  con. 

ducting  examinations,  of  studying  pymptoms, 

and  of  using  the  minor  surgical  appliances 

LsT  me  now,  sir,  solicit  your  indulgence,  (^petite  chirurgie) :   to  the  same  summer 

while  I  submit,  in  a  compressed  and  con-  might  likewise  belong  the  study  of  practical 

nected  form,  as  an  aggregate  of  the  modi-  pharmacy,  and  of  chemical  manipulations, 
fications  I  have  suggested  in  our  curriculum,         2.  The    second    period  of   studentship, 

a  scheme  of  study  and  discipline,  which  I  being  that  of  discipline  for  professional  proc- 

earnestly    believe  would    provide  for  the  tice,  should  be  cultivated  in  this  view  with 

public  the  largest  number  of  efficient  me-  strict  and  exclusive  care  :  during  its  earlier 

dical  advisers.     It  comprises  the  following  half,  three  or  four  hours  in  the  middle  of 

points: —  each  day   should  be  given  to  visiting  the 

I.  It  would  make  the  completion  of  wards  of  an  hospital,  and  to  attending  the 
eighteen  yetcrs  of  age,  and  the  attainment  of  clinical  lectures,  and  the  demonstrations  of 
certainpreparatory  knowledge,  the  indispen-  morbid  anatomy,  which  illustrate  its  prac- 
sable  conditions  for  a  candidate's  admissi-  tice  ;  and  the  anatomical  studies  of  the  fore- 
bility  to  the  classes  of  technical  study  in  a  noon  should  take,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
medical  school.  form  of  surgical  anatomy.     Thus  the  sys- 

His  preliminary  instruction  should  be  test-  tematic  lectures  on   the  three   branches  of 

ed  by  a  pass-examination  in  the  facts  and  practice  would  fall  (as  indeed  they  ought  to 

philosophy  of  the  Natural   Sciences,  to  a  fall,  for  the  student  can  ill  afford  at  tMs  pe- 

certain  defined  extent ;  and  should  embrace  riod  to  exhaust  daylight  in  the  lecture-room} 

an  acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  rea-  to  the  evening }  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe 

Boning,  with  rudimentary  mechanics,    and  that  if  clinical  teaching  were  bonstant  and 

with  the  definition  and  axioms  of  geometry,  efficient,  (as  in  some  foreign  schools,  where 

BO  far  as  these  bear  oh  the  main  subjects  of  it  resolves  itself  into  a  familiar  commentary 

the  examination.  on  each  day's  visit)  it  would  form  an  ad- 

A  voluntary  competition  for  mathematical  vantageous  substitute  for  a  considerable  por- 

and  for  classical  honours  should  also  be  in-  tion  of  the  systematic  courses, 
vited,   and  the  prize-man  in  each  contest        During  ite  later  months,  the  same  general 

(if  of  sufficient  m^rit)  should  be  admitted  to  plan  should  be  followed,  with  a  care  to  ex- 

tbe  medical  school  at  a  reduced  entrance-fee  cite  the  student's  peffonal  interest  in  pfactfec, 

(or  gratuitously)  with  the  title  of  mathema-  and  to  prepare  him  for  future  teaponsibility ; 

tical  or  classical  scholar.  the  opportunity  of  attending  cases,  nnder 

II.  A  division  of  each  school  [into  two  proper  direction,  should  be  afforded  him, 
grades  or  departments,  each  having,  as  far  and  a  registry  of  them  required  at  his  hands, 
as  may  be,  its  scope  of  study,  ite  arrangement  Closer  observation  of  particular  classei  of 
of  subjecte,  and  ite  mode  of  teaching,  adapted  disease  (surgical  and  naedical  specialities) 
to  the  inore  or  less  advanced  knowledge  of  should  be  encouraged,  and  theses  on  them 
those  trained  in  it.  invited  by  the  clinical  teachers.     Courses  of 

(1.)  The  discipline  of  the  junior  depart-  lectures  on  the  higher  biology  (with  more 

ment  should  extend   through  a  period  of  abundant  adduction  of  comparative  anatomy 

fifteen  months;    and  not  only  should  fre-  and  of  embryology,  tlian  belonged  to  the 

gnency  of  formal  examinations,  and  a  general  earliest  view  of  the  same  subject)  and  ott 

tone  of  indirect,  or  catechetical,  teaching  forensic  medicine  and  hygi^e,  would  likewise 

distinguish  it,  but  the  student's  promotion  engage  the  student's  attention,  and  complete 

should  be  made  contingent  on  his  proficiency  the  circle  6f  his  regulated  acadenlie  training, 
in  ite   curriculum.      Descriptive    anatomy         III.  It  should  be  a  leading  objetit,  and  a 

(including  dissections)  ;  elementery  biology,  characteristic  feature,  in  tii6  wheje  scheme 

as  the  study  of  life  in  the  general  history  of  of  instruction,   to  superintend  the  pupil's 

its  healthy  and  morbid  manifestetions,  (ele-  course ;  not  only  to  inform  him,  but  to  as- 

mente  of  structural  anatomy,  physiology,  and  certein  his  progress ;  not  only  to  sketel^  Ms 

pathology)  ;     general  therapeutics, — Or   so  route,  but  to  direct  ite  detail.     Thus,  when 

much  of  the  science  of  medicine  as  is  commdn  his  term  of  pupilage  is  accomplished,  the 

to  the  physician  and  surgeon,  either  divested  teachers  of  his  school  can  certify  for  him 

of  speciality,  or  admitting  it  only  for  illus-  that  he  "has  completed  to  their  satisfaetion 

tratioh, — with  a  classification   of  remedial  the  course  of  study  and  discipline   which 

agente,  ah  account  of  their  modes  of  opera-  they  recommend  :"  and  I  conceive  that  such 

tion    and     their    usual     employment    in  credentials,  from  a  well-constituted  schoql, 

practice :  these  i^ould  be  the  chief  studies  of  might  with  advantage  be  substituted  for  the 

the  period,  and  (during  the  summer  which  more  detailed,  but  far  less  comprehensive, 

would  close  it)   there  might  be  added  an  certificates  of  the  present  system, 
attendance  on  the  out-patient  practice  of  a        Thus  far  the  education  should  be  common 

hospital  or  dispensary,  in  order  to  acquire,  to  all  branches  of  the  profession,  and  in- 
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different  to  any  special  tendency :   for,  not  strength   generally   escaped.    The    general 

till  thifl  cycle  is  accomplished,  and  a  sound  symptoms  produced  were — diarrhoea,  vomit- 

knowledge  of  general  practice  obtained,  can  logs,  meteorisation,  borborygmi,   anorexia, 

any  distinction  of  study  be  advised,   with  a  intense   feter,   subdelirium,  prostration  of 

view  to   the  pupil's   ulterior    destination,  strength,   abdominal  pains,  insomnia,  ten- 

Whether  he  propose  confining  his  future  dency  to  serous  effusions,  epistaxis,  &c.    The 

practice  to  medicine,  or  to  surgery,  or  to  employment  of  emeto-cathartics  and  active 

obstetrics, — ^thus  hi  his   culture  and  pro*  anttphlogistics  are  said  to  have  proved  the 

fidency  should  be  equal  in  all :   whatever  most  useful  auxiliaries  in  the  treatment  of 

be  the  intended  inclination  of  his  further  this  form  of  anthrax.    Convalescence   was 

progress,  thus  far  it  should  be  impartial :  very  protracted. 

letbim  first  be  an  able  and  well-proportioned  A  young  mvn,  named  Marraddi,  eighteen 

general    practitioner,    then    specUlize    his  yearsofage,  twenty-eight  hours  after  having 

studies  {   it  is  not  by  forswearing  medical  partaken  of  this  food,  had  an  anthrax  form 

knowledge,  but  by  accumulating  surgical  on  the  upper  eyelid  of  the  left  eye,  which 

experience, — ^it  is  not  by  the  absence  of  sur-  caused  the  mortification  of  the  whole  of  that 

gery,  but  by  eminent  skill  in  medicine,  that  side  of  the  face  and  neck,  and  part  of  the 

a  surgeon  and  a  physician  respectively  dis-  chest.     The  slough  came  away  at  the  end  of 

tinguish  themselves. — Mr.  Simon's  Letter  a  fortnight,  leaving  an  enormous  ulceration, 

on  Medical  Education.  which  suppurated  abundantly  and   healed 

very  slowly.     The  antiphlogistic    plan    of 

..^.«^.^  «»^^*Tr^».^  «,r  TN,**  treatment  was  employed. — AnnaliUnivenali 

ANTHRAX  PRODUCED  BY  DIS-  ai  Medicinai  and  Provincial  Med.  Joum. 

EASED  MEAT.  


ADIPOSE  HERNIiE  OP  THE  AB- 

Dr.  Odoabd  Turcbbtti  has  published  nrkn^ixTAT   ^ztatto 
several  cases  of  anthrax,  caused  by  the  m-  DOMINAL  WALLS, 
gcstion  of  diseased  meat.     It  appears  that  — 
in  1841  an  epidemic  anthrax  of  the  tongue  M.  Dekonvillibrs  presented  to  the  Acs- 
raged^  to  a  great  extent  among  oxen,  and  d^mie  de  M^decine  the  abdominal  parietes 
the  flesh  of  one  of  those  which  had  died  of  of  a  woman,  in  whom  had  occurred  one  of 
it  was  publicly  sold  at  a  low  price  in  the  these  adipose  hemise  which  are  formed  ex- 
market-place  at  Pncecchio.    The  meat  did  temal  to  the  peritoneum,  and  project  through 
not  present  any  appearance  likely  to  create  some  aperture  in  ttit  linea  alba.     In  tms 
euspicion^  case  the  fatty   tumor  presented  the  pecu- 

In  some  of  those  who  partook  thereof,  liarity,  that  it  passed  through  the  umbilical 

email  and  very  painful  tubercles,  surrounded  aperture  in  such  a  manner  as  to  merit  the 

with  a  red  areola,  or  small  whitish  pustules  appellation  of  an  umbilical  adipose  hernia ; 

with  a  purple  or  violet  coloured  circle,  gra-  and,  sometimes  projectitig  in  front,  at  others 

dually  increasing  in  size  until  they  assumed  receding  behind  the  abdominal  wall,  it  closely 

the  genuine  characters  of  anthrax,  showed  resembled  a  true  hernia  of  intestine  or  epi- 

themselves  on  the  face,  lips,  neck,  or  arms,  plocele. 

in  the  course  of  from  twenty-four  hours  to  One  circumstance  in  this  case  of  peculiar 

three  days.     In  almost  all  these  cases,  the  interest  was,  that  the  patient  was  attacked 

slough  was  separated  by  an  inflammatory  with  peritonitis,   under    which  she  sunk, 

process  at  the  end  of  a  week,  leaving  a  more  She  was  not  seen  at  the  commencement  of 

or  leas  healthy  ulcer,  which  was  cicatrised  this  attack,  and  it  simulated  the  symptoms 

speedily     by     emollient     and     detersive  of  strangulated  hernia,  in  such  a  manner,  as 

applications.  to  induce  many  persons  to  believe  that  there 

In  the  more  severe  cases  the  pustules  ran  actually  existed  a  strangulated  umbilical  her- 

together,   and  the  anthraxal  inflammation  nia.     Examples  are  recorded  in  which  this 

•I»iBad  like  erysipelas,  accompanied  by  ex-  mistake  has  been  carried  to  such  a  degree 

tensive  livid  swelling  of  the  parts,  and  com-  that  the  operation  was  performed.     M.  De- 

pUcated  with  obstinate  gastro -intestinal  de-  nonvilliers  was  not,  however,  deceived  by 

ranginent.    The  sloughs  in  these  cases  did  these  appearances,  and  predicted  before  the 

not  separate  for  a  fortni]^ht,  and  left  an  un«  death  of  the  patient,  the  existence  of  some 

heidthy  ulcer,  which  was  induced  to  cicatrise  tumor  of  this  nature,  together  with  perito- 

witn  great  difficulty.     Two   aged  persons  nitis.     He  could  not  reconcile  the  idea  of  a 

died  itom  the  disease.  strangulated  hernia  with  the  persistence  of 

Children  under  six  years  of  sge,  elderly  symptoms.     At  least,  the  strangulation  by 

people,  and  persons  of  a  weakly  constitution,  the  neck    of    the  sac  and    the  reduction 

were  those  who  were  brought  under  the  ^  m/uM  of  the  hernia  and  sac  into  the  abdo* 

malignant  influence  of  the  poisonous  food ;  men,  together  with  the  cause  of  strangula- 

pertODfl  in  the  enjoyment  of  full  health  and  tion,  he  thought  to  be  very  improbable  in  a 
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situation  where  the  peiitoneom  ia  so  dooely 
connected  with  theabdominal  walls. — Seances 
de  rAcademie  de  Medeeine. 

prhe  latter  observation  is  in  accordance 
with  the  investigations  of  M.  J.  Cloquet 
upon  this  subject,  who  having  acoompli^ed 
the  reduction  en  matse  in  twenty  cases  of 
hernia  on  the  dead  subject,  states,  that  it  is 
most  easily  effected  in  internal  inguinal,  then 
in  crural,  and  lastly  in  external  inguinal 
hernia,  and  that  he  has  never  succeeded  in 
the  umbilical  hemiae  of  adults. — ^Tr.] 

WOUND  OF  THE  INTESTINES 
CURED  BY  NATURE. 

Bt  Da.  Beybu. 

A  CHILD,  five  years  old,  was  apparently  suf- 
fering from  all  the  symptoms  of  marasmus 
to  such  a  degree  that  tlw  case  seemed  hope- 
less. The  abdomen  was  very  tense,  and 
poultices  were  applied  to  relieve  the  pain 
seated  in  it.  After  this  had  been  done  for 
several  days,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
yellow  pus  suddenly  issued  from  the  um- 
bilicus, on  which  thie  abdomen  immediately 
sank.  In  a  few  days,  undigested  and  half- 
digested  food  appeared  in  the  wound  at  the 
navel,  which  naturally  lessened  still  more  all 
hope  of  preserving  the  chUd.  Nevertheless 
it  recovered,  after  Nature  had  cured,  first, 
the  wound  of  the  intestines,  and  then  the  one 
at  tiie  umbilicus ;  the  child  is  now  healthy 
and  strong. — C(upar*i  Wbchefuehrift,  and 
Schmidt's  Jahrbucher, 

■» 

COLD  WATER  TREATMENT. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
A  WRITER  in  the  last  number  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Medical  Review  justly  remarks, 
that  **  Priessnitz  is  original  not  in  discover- 
ing this  principle  (the  use  of  cold  water)  but 
in  its  appUcation."  *  ♦  ♦  "  By  cold 
bathing  sdone,  if  we  consult  enthusiastic 
admirers  of  it,  we  shall  learn  that  Priessnits 
has  been  anticipated  in  the  cure  of  gout, 
rheumatism,  all  kind  of  neuralgias,  hysteria, 
and  hypochondriasis,  fevers,  agues,  asthma, 

^  and  a  variety  of  chronic  disorders." — (Brit. 

'  and  For.  Rev.  pp.  434,  436.) 

I  would  take  the  liberty  of  adding, — and  in 
the  treatment  of  acute  inflammatory  dis- 
eases :  I  allude  particularly  to  pertussis  in 
all  its  stages.  I  have  employed  cold  bathing 
of  the  chest  in  this  affection  for  years,  and 
with  very  satisfactory  results. 

This  mode  of  practice  was  made  known 
to  me  by  Dr.  Hannay  (Professor  of  Medi- 
cine, Anderson's  University,  Glasgow)  in  a 
course  of  lectures  delivered  some  ten  or 
twelve  years  since.  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  this  gentleman  still  continues  to  prac- 


tise and  advocate  this  plan  of  treatment  as 
the  most  speedy  and  safe  means  that  has 
been  hitherto  recommended  in  the  manage- 
ment of  pertussis. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Meoicus. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  October  8,  1842. 

Small  Pox 6 

Measles  is 

Scarlatina  47 

Houptng  Ooughi SS 

Croop  7 

Thrash   ^ 8 

Diarrhoea    15 

Dysentery  19 

Cholera    % 

InfloeDsa 0 

Typhus    36 

Erysipelas 4 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  IS7 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Oigans  of 

Respiration    394 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  as 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

(^ans  of  Digestion    73 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c... 7 

Childbed 7 

Ovarian  Dropsy  O 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &o S 

Rheumatism I 

Diseases  of  Joints,  fcc 9 

Ulcer    1 

Fistula   1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 9S 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 6S 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    19 

Causes  not  specified  5 

Deaths  from  all  Causes M8 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51^  37'  Z2"N. 
Longitude  0^  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 

October, 

Wednesday  13 
Thursday  .  IS 
Friday ...  14 
Saturday  .  15 
Sunday  .  .  16 
Monday  .  .  17 
Tuesday    .  18 

Wind.  N.,  N.  by  W.  and  N.  by  E.  till  the  even- 
ing  of  the  17th,  when  it  changed  to  W.  by  S. ; 
on  the  16th.  S.  and  S.W. 

Except  toe  evening  of  the  18th,  afternoon  of 
the  ISth,  and  momTng  of  the  18th.  generally 
cloody  :  *47  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  on  the  evening 
and  dnilnr  the  night  of  the  18th,  being  the  first 
measurable  quantity  that  has  fallen  since  the 
S9th  ultimo. 
Charles  Hkwby  Adams. 

Erratum. — In  our  last  number,  p.  87, 
col.  2,  erase  the  40th  line. 

Wilson  ft  Ooilvy,  67>  Skinner  Street,  London* 


Thbbmombtbb. 

Babombtrb. 

from  43  to  55 

S0S4  to  S0'I9 

46      55 

30*18       Stat. 

86      65 

3016        30-15 

47      65 

30*30        SUt. 

47      55 

3018       30-16 

47      56 

29-99       99-60 

44      66 

99-45        39*25 

THE 


LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


BKING   A 

WEOILY  JOUISMAL 
or 


MtWint  anti  tf}t  Collateral  ^titmti. 


FRIDAY.  OCTOBER  28,  1842. 

CLINICAL  LECTURES  actitude  of  those  which  constitute  the  hases, 

and   regnlate    the    demonstrations,   of   as- 

Delivered  at  St.  Thonuu'a  Hotpiial,  tronomical,  chemical,  mechanical,  and  other 

departments    of   physical    science.     Until, 

Bt  Fredbricr  Tyrrell,  Esq.  therefore,  the  principles  on  which  the  prac- 

Sarseon,  and  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Surgery,  at  St.  titioner  conducts  the  treatment  of  disease  be 

Thomas's  Hospital  School.  exalted  to  the  certitude  of  invariable  laws, 

the  purity  of  science  would  be  violated  if  a 

-  *    -.    place  were  claimed  for  them  under  its  de- 

INTRODUCTORY  LscTURR.  nomination.     Let  not  these  remarks,  how- 

As  one  of  the  surgeons  of  this  hospital,  the  ever,  shake  your -faith  in  the  resources  and 
time  has  arrived  when  I  should  commence  capabilities  of  our  profession.  The  ex* 
m/  duties  in  the  department  of  clinical  in-  perience  of  observant  men,  the  sagacity  and 
stmctien.  It  was  with  no  inconsiderable  genius  of  the  numerous  philosophers  whose 
r^ret  that  I  felt  compelled,  by  the  obliga-  names  render  memorable  the  annals  of  medi- 
tions  of  declining  health,  to  confine  myself  cine  and  surgery,  have  wrought  out,  and 
to  this  less  active,  but  you  will  liereafter  find  masterly  moulded  into  available  forms,  from 
not  less  important,  sphere  of  medical  educa-  the  chaos  of  recorded  facts,  and  cases,  and 
tion,  and  to  withdraw  myself  from  the  lee-  experiments,  a  code  of  useful  and  practical 
tureship  on  surgery,  which  I  have  long  had  rules,  which  are  to  the  student  in  our  pro- 
the  honour  and  the  pleasure  to  hold  in  thir  fession  what  the  laws  of  matter  are  to  the 
school.  But  if  this  retirement,  with  its  at-  chemist,  or  the  axioms  of  geometry  to  the 
tendant  circumstances,  tend  only  to  raise  astronomer,  or  the  theorems  of  algebra  to 
within  me  feelings  of  -regret,  bo  ordinary  the  theoretical  mechanic.  It  becomes  your 
consolation  is  given  me  by  the  recollection  special  duty,  therefore,  to  familiarise  your- 
that^  in  the  capacity  of  clinical  ^acher,  op-  selves  with  these  rules.  In  order  that  in  the 
portunities  of  ample  character  will  be  still  future  management  of  disease  you  may  in- 
left  me,  to  exert  myself  in  the  service,  and  terpret  facts,  establish  diagnoses,  and  sketch 
to  further  the  prospects  of  those  who  may  the  scheme  of  treatment,  in  accordance  with 
seek,  within  the  walls  of  this  hospital,  the  their  spirit. 

materials  by  which,  hereafter,  to  render  ser-  Before  commencing  the  study  of  disease 
vice  in  the  cause  either  of  science  or  hu-  and  its  treatment,  it  is  essential  that  the 
roanity.  The  inculcation,  derived  from  a  pupil  should  possess  at  least  a  general,  if 
treasury  of  long  experience,  which  it  is  im-  not  an  accurate,  knowledge  of  anatomy, 
portant  to  impress  upon  your  minds  at  the  physiology,^  chemistry,  materia  medica,  and  * 
onset  of  your  studies,  respects  the  striking  botany,  which  may  be  termed  the  elementary 
fact  that  the  science  of  medicine  and  surgery  departments  of  medioil  science :  we  pre- 
is  essentially  one  of  personal-practical  obfer-  sume,  therefore,  that  those  who  attend  to 
vation.  In  seeking  acquaintance  with  the  our  practical  instructions  possess  such  in- 
varied  facts  and  realities  on  which  its  super-  formation,  or  they  will  find  our  observations 
stmctore  is  reared,  it  would  be  an  error  of  of  little  value. 

the  most  fatal  tendency  to  anticipate  con-        The  right  method  for  the  prosecution  of 

tinued,  certain,  and  invariable  guidance  from  a  practiod  course  of  study   resolves  itself 

any  general  laws,  although  they  may  be  dig-  into  two  divisions,  of  which  one  consists  in 

uified  under  the  title  of  the  *'  fundamental  the  careful  perusal  of  books  and  attendance 

principles  of  the  science."     These  laws  do  upon  lectures,  while  the  other  requires  the 

not  (.virtidpate  in  the  definitenesss  and  ex-  positive  observation  of  disease,  and  the  per- 

778.— XXXI.  K 
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Bonal  ezamination  of  caacs— both  leading  to  liarities  of  the  pain— waa  it  lancioatid^^ 
the  aamc  important  «nd.  the  knowledge  of  throbbing,  continaed  or  intermittent,  deep- 
elementary  principlei.  These  two  methods  seated  or  superficial :  thus  he  would  frork 
of  attaining  the  same  ultimate  objecto  are,  out  the  nature,  as  well  as  seat,  of  the  dis- 
notwithstanding,  radically  different ;  for  in  ease,  determine  its  malignity  or  non-malig- 
character  and  practical  value,  the  information  nity.  whether  it  had  its  origin  in  the  osseous 
obtained  in  the  two  cases  is  actually  dis-  or  soft  structures  of  the  part.  Gentlemen » 
similar,  although  known  under  the  same  learn  from  the  picture  of  this  hypothetical, 
name.  For  illmttration,  let  it  be  supposed  but  frequently-occurring  case,  which  1  have 
that  a  student  learns  in  books  that  the  signs  drawn  to  your  contemplation,  the  all*im. 
or  conditions  of  disease  a,  b,  c,  and  rf,  if  portant  fact,  that  the  desirable  qualities  of 
they  present  and  combine  in  certain  relative  facility  and  accuracy  in  Che  formation  of 
proportions  of  intensity,  would  produce  a  diagnosis,  soundness  of  judgment  in  the 
result  wliich  may  be  called  /,  or  the  com-  management  of  disease,  can  be  attained  only 
pound  of  the  signs ;  it  is  quite  easy  for  the  by  a  persevering  and  well-directed  course  of 
student  to  understand  that  if  the  same  com-  bed-side  observations — learn  from  the  details 
bination  of  these  signs,  under  a  precise  of  this  imaginary  case,  to  estimate  rightly 
similarity  of  circumstances,  occur  upon  a  the  value  of  clinical  instruction.  It  should 
second  occasion,  the  same  resultant  would  never  be  forgotten  that  implicit  dependence 
arise  :  calor,  rubor,  tumor,  et  dolor,  if  they  cannot  be  placed  upon  the  guidance  of  gene- 
are  exhibited  simultaneously  by  any  given  ral  principles.  In  this  respect  the  bases  of 
part,  may  be  regarded,  in  all  instances,  as  medicine  and  surgery  are  still  unstable  and 
certain  indications  of  a  fifth  condition,  which  insecure ;  the  conclusions  of  the  diagnos- 
is known  under  the  term  inflammation.  It  tician,  therefore,  cannot  as  yet  attoin  the 
is  evident,  then,  that  such  a  proposition  as  standard  of  certainty  and  infallible  precision, 
this  is  purely  abstract  in  its  character,  and  There  is,  notwithstanding,  a  system  or  plan 
the  knowledge  obtained  is  essentially  theo-  of  invcsligation  recognised  as  the  right  path- 
retical.  But  suppose  that  he  acquaint  him-  way  for  extending  the  boundaries  of  medical 
self  further  with  the  sub-signs  of  a,  b,  c,  and  science,  a  pbin  which  the  greatest  physicians 
d,  that  he  make  these  signs  objects  of  in-  have  pursued  with  success ;  it  consists  in 
timacy  to  his  senses  ;  so  that  if  a,  or  b,  or  following  out  each  fatal  case  through^  the 
c,  or  rf,  were  afterwards  to  be  met  with  either  fiiU  details  of  post-mortem  examination; 
separately  and  singly,  or  in  different  propor-  let  the  evidence  of  this  last  practicable  pro- 
tional  relation  to  the  others,  its  value  as  a  cess  correct  or  verify,  improve  or  modify, 
manifestation  of  disease  would  be  at  once  the  diagnoses  previously  pronounced.  Thus 
and  correctly  estimated.  But  all  the  devia-  the  mind  wili  be  furnished  with  valuable  and 
tion  from  the  unit  or  principle  from  which  important  material  for  the  formation  cf  a 
we  have  started  could  only  be  determined  sounder  diagnosis,  or  a  more  accurate  judg- 
and  recognised  by  the  thoroughly  practical  ment,  on  any  future  and  similar  occasion, 
student ;  by  him  who  knows,  to  speak  It  is  remarkable  that  students,  at  all  periods, 
algebraically,  not  only  the  respective  values  have  under- estimated  the  importance  of  that 
of  these  several  signs,  but  also  the  properties  species  of  information  obtainable  by  personal 
or  characters  by  which  each  may  be  dis-  attendance  at  the  dead-house.  This  con- 
tinguished.  Well,  suppose  that  he  informs  solidates  and  renders  permanent  the  know, 
the  "book  student,"  who  is  as  well  aware  as  ledge  accumulated  in  the  wards.  In  this, 
himself  that  the  concurrence  of  the  signs  as  well  as  in  all  large  hospitals,  persons  of 
a,  bf  c,  and  d,  make  up  inflammation  as  their  competent  learning  in  the  principles  of  dis- 
neoeasary  product  or  sum,  that  in  a  second  ease,  and  adequate  acquaintance  with  general 
case,  the  sign  a,  or  the  calor,  is  almost  pathology,  are  always  appointed  to  conduct 
entirely  wanting,  as  well  as  <f,  or  rubor,  the  inspection  of  the  dead,  in  order  that  the 
he  would  be  able  very  accurately  to  draw  inquisitive  student  may  have  every  facility 
the  negative  inference,  that,  at  all  events,  it  and  assistance  afforded  him  in  the  solution 
was  not  one  of  inflammation.  But  this  of  difficulties,  and  removal  of  obstacles,  by 
would  go  but  a  short  distance  in  the  path  of  which  his  progress  may  be  retarded.  Let 
analysis  :  his  difficulties  would  begin  to  me,  then,  express  my  sincere  hopes  that  you 
increase  in  his  attempts  to  extend  his  ac-  will  desert  no  case,  however  common  its 
quaintance  vrith  the  case.  But  from  the  character,  at  the  dissolution  of  the  patient ; 
same  point  of  apparent  perplexity  the  course  **  the  last  scene  of  all"  should  never  fail  to 
of  the  truly  practical  and  observant  student  excite  within  yon  a  philosophic  anxiety  to 
would  appear  at  once  dear  and  definite  :  he  test  the  accuracy  of  the  opinions  which  the 
would  promptly  proceed  to  analyse  the  attending  physician  or  surgeon  may  have 
characters  of  the  two  remaining  symptoms,  delivered  during  his  walks  round  the  ward. 
(umor  et  dolor :  he  would  ascertain  with  This  is  the  course  by  which  labour,  industry, 
exactitude  what  sort  of  swelling  it  was,  what  and  talent,  have  amassed  the  folios  of  facta 
its  anatomical  dependencies,  what  the  pecu-  and  oases  out  of  which  the  principles  that 


MR.  TYRRELL'S  INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE.  131 

rttionalise  the  practice  ofoarprofeuion  have  assure  yon,  by  the  experieoce   of  thirty 

ereBtnally  been  developed.     Let  me  present  years,  that  hdB  so  accumulated  will  afford 

yon  with  this  important  lesson  in  a  direct,  you  the  best  and  safest  pilotage  under  the 

and  probably  more  impressive  form,  by  nar-  perplexities  of  actual  practice, 
rating  the  circumstances  of  a  case  which,         It  is  the  opportunity  of  satisfying  your- 

many  yean  since,  occurred  to  the  late  Dr.  selves  in  all  fatal  cases  of  doubtful  diagnosis 

Chomely,   of  Guy's  Hospital.      A  young  that  renders  attendance  upon  in-door  patients 

woman  was  brought  under  his  care  at  the  so  peculiarly  valuable  and  instructive,  and 

hospital.     Her  chief  complaint  was  that  of  which  allows  the  teacher  such  superior  ad- 

aevere  and  continued  headache.     The  state  vantages  in  his  efforts  to  instruct.     Each 

of  the  bowels  and  stomach,  although  not  student  has  the  power  to  investigate,  by 

considerably  deranged,  induced  Dr.  Chomely  himself,  the  characters  of  the  disease ;  so 

to  conceive  that  the  affection  of  the  head  was  that,  in  afterwards  collecting  to  listen  to  a 

sympathetic  with  the  disorder  of  the  stomach  clinical  lecture  upon  the  case,  all  are  fur- 

•nd  bowels:  he  accordingly  addressed  the  nished  with  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  its 

treatment  to  the  relief  of  these  parts.     By  history  to  interiiret  rightly^  and  appreciate, 

the  advice  of  his  colleagues,  however,  who  the  observations  of  the  surgeon  or  physician, 

r^arded  this  striking  symptom  of  pain  as  This    pUn    has    always    appeared    to    me 

consequent  upon  disuse  in  the  head  itself,  infinitely  preferable  to  that  of  making,  at 

the  temporal  artery  was  opened,  and  blood  the  bed*side  of  the  patient,  before  the  eye, 

removed  to  fainting.     As  he  expected,  this  and  in  the  hearing  of  the  sufferer,  remarks 

•tep  brought  with  it  no  relief  to  the  head,  which  may  aggravate  his  distress  and  sink 

In  consequence  of  the  slipping  off  of  the  his  spirits.     Humanity  sets   her  interdict 

bandage,  however,  during  the  night,  a  con-  against  such  a  practice ;  and  science  by  no 

siderable  quantity  more  of  blood  was  lost ;  means  requires  it. 

so  that  the  patient  was  reduced  to  a  condi-  In  reference  to  the  establishment  of  cor^ 
tion  of  extreme  weakness  and  exsanguined  red  diagnont,  there  are  several  cautionary 
appearance,  the  tongue  and  prolnbia  being  points  to  which  I  feel  anxious  to  direct  your 
perfectly  white.  On  his  visit  in  the  morning,  best  attention.  There  are  two  modes  for 
Dr.  Chomely  found  that  the  headache  was  obtaining  the  neoessaiy  information  on  which, 
entirely  gone,  and  he  began  to  think  that  in  every  instance,  to  found  the  diagnosis,  of 
his  original  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  which  one  may  be  called  the  eubjectivet  and 
case  wss  incorrect ;  but  before  reaction  was  the  other  the  objective.  These  are  two  dis- 
fully  established,  the  headache  returned  with  Unct  methods  of  conducting  the  inquiry ; 
unsubdued  severity,  and  within  a  compara-  and  they  are  designed  to  elicit  two  different 
tively  short  period  the  patient  sunk  from  descriptions  of  evidence, 
pure  exhaustion.  Dr.  Chomely,  with  an  Subjective  evidence  is  that  which  the  pa- 
ardour  of  inquiry  which  eminently  and  long  tient  himself  deposes.  It  is  the  account  of 
distingnished  his  laboura  in  the  cause  of  his  own  case  which  he  himself  presents;  con- 
flcience,  as  unwilling  to  confide  in  as  to  sequently  each  symptom  is  measured  by  his 
relinquish  his  fint  idea  of  its  character,  own  imagination,  and  coloured  by  his  frets 
■ought,  in  the  examination  of  the  body,  the  and  timidity,  magnified  by  his  feare,  or  di- 
•ettiement  of  all  doubts,  and  the  correction  minished  by  his  unwillingness  to  believe  that 
of  all  erron.  It  was  found  that  an  extensive  a  severe  attack  is  approaching.  The  picture 
organic  disease  of  the  stomach  existed,  pre-  which  he  draws  of  his  case  may  be  exact  • 
aenting  the  marks  of  having  passed  through  and  coherent  in  its  details,  or  it  may  be  arti- 
a  slow  and  long  period  of  growth.  In  the  ficial  and  irreconcileable  with  that  to  which 
brain  no  evidences  of  disease  were  discovered,  the  surgeon  conceives  it  to  belong,  from  the 
It  was  thus,  by  industriously  following  out  parts  or  part  affected.  It  is  this  absence  of 
the  case  to  its  lest  stage,  that  a  valuable  consecutiveness  in  the  story,  that  betrays  the 
proof  was  ultimately  elicited  of  the  accuracy  counterfeit  character  of  cases  which  are  not 
of  Dr.  Chomely's  original  opinion,  and  of  unfrequentiy  brought  under  our  observation. 
the  error  committed  by  his  colleagues.  The  But  the  prompt  detection  of  such  attempts 
history  of  a  case  so  complete  as  this  teems  at  imposition  supposes,  on  the  part  of  the 
with  instructive  details ;  yet  the  numerous  medical  man,  an  available  and  comprehen- 
advantages  afforded  within  the  wards  of  this  sive  acquaintance  with  the  minute  history  of 
hospital,  the  regularity  with  which  the  post-  every  aha'ie  and  form  which  every  disease, 
mortem  examinations  are  conducted,  the  at  all  events  the  recognised  affections  inci- 
fiuslities  offered  in  the  plan  of  clinical  dent  to  the  part,  can  assume.  Allow  me  in 
teaching  now  established  in  this  great  school,  passing,  gentlemen,  to  awaken  your  pride  of 
throw  open  to  you  all  abundant  opportuni-  heart  and  independence  of  mind  to  the  quag- 
ties  for  filling  your  case-books  with  cases  as  mire  of  mortification  into  which  a  surgeon  i% 
complete  in  history,  and  remarkable  in  in-  reduced  when  thus  misguided  by  the  plausi- 
terest,  as  that  which  I  have  pictured  to  you  ble  fabrications  of  his  patient.  In  your  own 
from  the  practice  of  Dr.  Chomely.     Let  me  cases  let  me  entreat  you  to  prevent  the  possi- 
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btlity  of  occarrences  so  Btigmetisiog  to  repti-  it  not  elongated ;  there  is  no  diacoverahfe 

tation  as   that  presented  by  the  following  tacuity  underneath   the  acromion ;  there  is 

case.  no  globular  tutnor  corresponding  with  the 

I  was  called  to  see  a  young  lady  who  had  head  of  the  humerus,  either  in  the  axilla  or 

been  confined  to  bed,  in  a  recumbent  posture,  dorsum  scapulie,  or  under  the  clavicle.     The 

for  more  than  iive  months ;  and  was  informed  surgeon,  therefore,  from  the  evidence  of  facts 

by  her  medicd  attendant  that  the  lady  suf-  thus  objecHvely  gathered,  arrives  at  a  con- 

fered,  and  was  still  suffering,  from  severe  elusion  very  opposite  to  that  which  the  suh. 

disease  of  the  spine  at  the  upper  dorsal  re-  jective  narrative  would  have  led  him  to  form . 

S'on ;  that  she  had  undergone  much  pain  by  Such  a  case  is  satisfttctory  in  illustration  of 

pching,  cupping,  blisters,  moxas,  &c.,  and  the  superior  value  which  attaches  to  alt  de^' 

that  at  present  she  had  two  issues  at  the  sides  scriptions   of  objective  evidence,  esf^ecially 

of  the  spine  over  the  seat  of  the  disease :  this  when  elicited  with  judgment  andinteUigence. 

plan  of  treatment  had  been  adopted  by  the  There  are,  howvver,  many  instances  of  disease 

advice  of  some  experienced  persons,  who  had  in  which  the  subjective  story,  related  with 

formed  the  diagnosis  above  expressed.  Care-  deamess  and  precision,  most  accurately  de- 

ful  inquiry  and  examination  soon  brought  fines  the  genuine  characteristics  of  a  disease, 

roe  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  not  any  Imagine  a  case  of  hydrocele.    The  patient 

positive  disease  of  the  spine,  but  that  the  states  that  some  mon^s  since  he  observed  the 

case  was  one  in  which,  under  a  highly  deve-  scrotum  to  have  become  slightly  enlarged  at 

loped  hysterical  diathesis,  severe  and  con-  its  lower  part,  that  the  swelling  acquired  an 

tinned  local  pains  had  occurred  independent  increase  of  dimensions  by  enlarging  from 

of  any  local  morbid  action,  tending  to  organic  below  upwards,  that  the  swelling  was  attended 

mischief  or  change.  I  therefore  directed  a  nu-  with  little  inconvenience  or  pain-~a  picture  is 

tritious  diet,  exposure  to  pure  air,  regula-  thus  drawn    which  at  once   impresses  the 

tion  of  secretions,  and  the  use  of  steel  and  mind  of  the  surgeon  in  reference  to  the  na- 

foetid  gum,  with  the  relief  from  all  kinds  of  ture  of  the  case  ;  for  the  sake  of  greater  pre- 

local  irritation,  and  inless  than  five  weeks  had  cision  of  diagnosis,  however,  he  proodeds  to 

the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  patient  walking  determine  the   existence   of  one  objective 

about  free  from  pain,  and  no  longer  exhibiting  symptom,   whether,  namely,   the  tumor  is 

any  symptoms  of  disease  of  spine.  clear  enough  to  transmit  the  light :  this  proved. 

Objective  evidence  elicited  in  the  examina-  he  conjoins  it  with  the  narrative  of  the  patient, 

tion  of  patients,  on  the  contrary,  assumes  and  views  the  case  as  one  of  hydrocele.     In 

such  a  precision  of  character  as  to  make  it  conclusion,  then,  I  may  repeat,  that  the  pro- 

to  the  physician  what  the  circumstantial  evi-  cess  of  inquiry  which  a  surgeon  or  physician 

denoe  of  an  eye-witness  is  to  the  Judge  in  a  institutes  as  preliminary  to  the  formation  of 

court  of  law.     It  is  that  species  of  substan-  his  diagnosi.^,  should  always  be  conducted 

tive  information  which  is  obtained  in  a  given  with  clear  and  intelligent  reference  to  the 

case  by  direct  observation.     A  patient  com-  two  departments  of  evidence  of  which  I  have 

plains  of  extreme  difficulty  in  breathing,  and  h^re  endeavoured   to  convey   to  yun  some 

of  an  a^ravation  of  the  oppression    if  he  conception. 

lies  on  the  side  opposite  to  that  affected  ;  thus  In  the  prosecution  of  inquiry  with  a  view  to 
offering  a  aubjective*  account  of  his  case,  accurate  diagnosis,  there  is  a  question  of 
^  The  physician  now,  by  means  of  the  stetho-  fundamental  import  yet  to  be  discussed :  — 
scope,  determines  the  presence  of  a  fluid  in  has  this  affection  any  dependence  upon  the 
the  pleural  cavity,  a  want  of  resonance  on  general  system  or  constitution,  or  is  it 
percussion,  a  bronchophonic  resonance  in  wholly  or  exclusively  confined  to  the  affected 
the  voice — phenomena  which  are  made  direct  part,  is  a  question  of  considerable  con-* 
o&jeeto  of  recognition  by  the  senses.  A  per-  sequence  to  the  welfare  of  the  patient  in  a 
son  applies  at  the  surgery  for  admission  to  great  variety  of  cases.  Suppose  two  cases 
the  hospital,  on  the  plea  that  he  has  dislo-  somewhat  similar  in  outward  characters,  but 
«ated  his  shoulder :  his  arm  is  removed  a  little  radically  different  as  regards  their  patho- 
from  the  side,  he  complains  of  some  difficulty  logical  conditions — one  intimately  dependent 
in  approximating  it  to  the  body,  but  not  of  upon,  and  regulated  by,  the  state  of  the 
that  severe  pain  which  in  the  case  of  the  most  general  system — the  other  entirely  local: 
common  dislocation  is  caused  by  the  pres-  and  suppose  the  same  plan  of  treatment, 
sure  of  the  head  of  the  bone  against  the  bra-  fotmded  upon  the  erroneous  idea  that  they 
chial  plexus,  when  the  arm  is  brought  into  were  both  exclusively  local,  or  both  ex- 
parallelism  with  the  tide*  The  suspicion  of  clusively  constitutional,  to  be  pursued.  It 
the  surgeon  is  excited  by  certain  diacrepanl  requires  but  the  plain  application  of  common 
points  in  the  tenor  of //<f>n<^>c/t>e  evidence,  sense  to  perceive  that,  under  such  a  course, 
He  accordingly  proceeds  to  develope  the  06-  while  one  case  would  iirprove,  the  other 
jective.  The  man  is  undressed,  and  the  would  suffer  aggravation  and  injury.  Two 
shoulder  exposed  ;  it  is  at  once  observed  not  cases,  for  example,  of  ulcer  of  the  leg  may 
to  have  lost  its  ordinary  contour ;  the  arm  come  under  observation  and  treatment  at 
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tKe  same  time^  preflenting  very  closely  the 
same  conditioos  of  pain,  redness,  secretion, 
swelling,  &c.,  such  as  would  indicate  an 
excess  of  action ;  yet  in  one  such  an  appear- 
ance might  depend  entirely  on  circumstances 
influencing  the  part  directly,  and  would 
therefore  he  termed  locai  g  whilst  the  same 
condition  in  the  other  case  might  be  no  less 
eansed  by  some  disturbed  state  of  the  general 
circulation,  or  important  error  in  the  general 
functions  of  the  system.  It  is  scarcely 
feqnired  to  state,  that  a  course  of  treatment 
kaving  reference  only  to  the  local,  or  con- 
Tersely,  to  the  constitutional,  condition, 
would  be  as  much  calculated  to  injure  the 
one  case  as  to  benefit  the  other. 

In  forming  his  diagnosis,  the  pupil  should, 
as  far  as  possible,  endeavour  to  do  so  by 
bimaelf ,  and  subsequently  follow  out  the  cases 
when  examined  and  prescribed  for  by  the 


physician  or  surgeon,  and  if  he  finds  himself 
in  error,  he  should  seek  explanation  from  the 
physician  or  surgeon  :  thus  the  knowledge 
obtained  wiU  msdce  deep  impression. 

Commonly,  the  pupil  is  satisfied  by  fol- 
lowing the  physician  or  surgeon,  and  adopt- 
ing, without  further  inquiry,  his  statements 
or  opinions :  the  information  thus  obtained 
is  seldom  retained,  because  it  makes  little 
impression  at  the  time.  Recollect  that  our 
science  is  still  very  imperfect,  and  that  the 
most  experienced  is  liable  to  err ;  do  not, 
therefore,  rest  satisfied  until  you  yoilrselves 
are  convinced. 

I  have  still  a  few  observations  which  I 
consider  important  to  offer  to  you  before  I 
commence  my  clinical  lectures ;  but  I  must 
defer  these  until  I  have  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing you  again. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
HOSPlTAIi  STATISTICS. 


cal  charities  of  the  metropolis.  The  objects 
of  the  Conncil  in  appointing  the  Committee 
will  be  sufficiently  apparent  after  a  perusal 
of  the  Report  itself.  The  Committee  is  still 
engaged  in  inquiries  connected  with  the 
vital  statistics  of  the  hospitals,  and  will  be 
happy  to  receive  information  or  suggestions 
from  gentlemen  interested  in  such  matters, 
in  fur&erance  of  the  purposes  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Population  qf  the  Hospitali. — The  me- 
tropolis contains  ten  general  hospitals,  be- 
sides the  fever  hospital,  the  small-pox  hosp. 
the  Lock  hospital,  the  hospital  for  seamen, 
several  lying-in  hospitals,  and  lunaticasylums. 

A  Return  of  the  Number  of  Patienti  in  the  undermentioned  London  HoepitaU^  ai^  of  the  other 
Perwm  belonging  to  the  respective  EstabUthments,  or  rendent  on  the  nigfu  rf  the  6  —7th  June, 
(From  the  return  made  by  the  Offieen  to  the  CenMt  Commi$sionert.) 


The  present  Report,  which  has  been  drawn 
np  by  a  Committee  of  the  Council  of  the 
Statistical  Society  of  London,  appointed  in 
December,  1840,  *'  to  consider  the  best 
means  of  obtaining  periodical  enumerations 
of  the  patients  in  the  London  Hospitals," 
has  been  approved  and  adopted  by  the 
CouncU,  and  has  been  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Society's  journal,  and  to  be 
printed  for  circulation  amongst  the  sup- 
porters and  authorities  of  the  .arious  medi- 


Name  of  Hospital. 


Number  of  Patients, 
June  7, 1841. 


Number  of  Persons 

employed  in  the 

EstablisnmeDtjOr  Resident 

on  June  7, 1841. 


St.  George's  . 
Westnunster  . 
Middlesex  .  . 
Charing  Cross 
King's  College 
University  College 
Fever  .  .  . 
Small-pox  .  . 
London .  .  . 
St.  Bartholomew's 
Guy's  .  .  . 
St.  Thomas's  . 
Dfeadnooght    • 


Total     . 


M. 

178 

68 

109 

43 

56 

56 

14 

15 

205 

194 

251 

125 

168 


Total.  I    M. 


F.     "  TotaL 


134 

75 

103 

46 

45 

45 

15 

10 

108 

192 

192 

116 


312 

10 

143 

6 

212 

9 

89 

6 

101 

6 

101 

9 

29 

1 

25 

2 

313 

11 

386 

22 

443 

49 

241 

22 

168 

17 

4« 

22 

36 

13 

20 

15 

10 
7  i 

60, 
125 
161 

81  . 
9  . 


56 

28 

45 

19 

26 

24 

11 

9 

71 

147 

210 

103 

26 


1482  ;  1081     2563 

I ' 


Grand 

Deaths 

Total. 

in 

1839. 

368 

250 

171 

95 

257 

156 

108 

102 

127 

*«. 

125 

194 

40 

161 

34 

28 

384 

311 

533 

361 

653 

219 

344 

244 

194 

110 

3338 

2231 
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The  lying-la  hospitalsi  Lock  hospital,  and 
ImuLtic  asylums,  have  not  been  included  in 
the  present  inquiry. 

The  population  of  the  hospitals  is  shown 
in  the  preceding  table,  for  the  particulars  of 
which*  we  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  the 
Census  Commissioners.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  the  number  of  patients  in  in- 
dividudl  hospitals  fluctuates,  and  that  it  is 
probably  not  quite  so  great  in  summer, 
when  the  census  was  taken,  as  in  winter. 
"With  these  qualifications  the  table  repre- 
sents pretty  accuratdy  the  distribution  of 
patients,  and  the  proportion  of  males  and 
females  in  the  metropolitan  hospitals. 

The  Dreadnought  contained  168  male  pa- 
tients; the  hospitals  for  fever  and  small- 
pox (wiiich  were  not  epidemic  in  June  1841) 
29  males,  25  females  ;  the  10  general  hos- 
pitals, 1,285  males,  and  1,056  females. 

As  a  preliminary  step,  it  appeared  to  your 
Committee  desirable  to  obtain  an  enumera- 
tion of  all  the  patients  in  the  London  hos- 
pitals. A  circular  was  accordingly  addressed 
to  some  of  the  medical  officers  who  had 
evinced  an  interest  in  statistics ;  and  blank 
forms  were  forwarded  to  all  who  expressed 
themselves  favourable  to  the  objects  of  the 
inquiry.  Returns  were  finally  obtained 
ttom  the  Westminster,  Middlesex,  Charing- 
Cross,  King's  College,  University  College, 
London,  and  Dreadnought,   hospitals,   for 


which  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Watson,  Dr. 
Bume,  Dr.  Golding,  Dr.  Guy,  Dr.  Walshe, 
T.  Blizard  Curling,  Esq.,  and  G.  Busk, 
Esq. :  who  either  performed  the  enumera- 
tions themselves,  or  selected  intelligent  gen- 
tlemen, quite  competent  to  the  task. 

We  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  procure 
returns  for  the  first  enumeration  from  St. 
George*8,  Bartholomew's,  St.  Thomas's,  or 
Guy's  hospitals,  but  from  the  information 
which  we  have  received,  we  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  medical  officers  and 
governors  of  the  two  former  hospitals  will 
contribute  to  the  next  inquiry,  and  we  hope 
that  the  governors  and  the  medical  officers  of 
Guy's  and  St.  Thomas's  may  be  induced  to 
follow  their  example. 

The  •  7  hospitals  from  whidi  we  have  ob- 
tained returns,  contained  1,127  in-patSents, 
on  June  Ist,  1842;  and  1,214  in-patients 
in  the  first  week  of  January,  1842.  The 
increase  (7*7  per  cent.)  may  be  ascribed  to 
the  winter  season. 

In  the  6  general  hospitals  (the  Dread- 
nought being  included),  the  proportion  of 
males  was  57  in  100  patients. 

The  following  was  the  form  of  schedule 
employed  in  the  enumeration;  and  it  will 
be  evident  that  the  number  of  important 
heads  which  it  embraces  may  be  classified 
in  a  great  variety  of  ways,  each  of  which 
would  furnish  important  information*. 


Name. 

Sex, 
M.orF. 

Married, 
Sinrle,  or 
Wi&wed. 

Occupation. 

Age. 

Disease. 

How  long  ni 

before 
Admission. 

How  long  in 
Hospital. 

► 

• 

The  time  has  not  yet  come  for  the  final 
arrangement  of  the  facts,  or  for  the  deduc- 
tion of  general  results ;  but  in  the  present 
stage,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  indicate  the 
utility  of  the  inquiry,  its  general  scope,  and 
the  important  objeots  wUoh  it  aims  at  ac-. 
oomplishing. 

Distribution  ofSe»^  Age,  tmdDiMease,  with 
duratiim  and  rwultt. — For  the  present  we 
shall  omit  the  Dreadnought,  as  that  hospital 
is  exclusivelj  devoted  to  the  reception  of 
sailon. 

The  returns  show  (1.)  the  number  of  per- 
sons in  the  hospitals  of  different  occupations ; 
(2.)  the  number  of  each  sex  suffering  from 
the  several  diseases  at  different  ages ;  (3.) 
the  period  of  the  several  diseases  in  which 
patients  are  admitted;  and  (4.)  the  time 
that  they  remain  under  treatment. 


The  table  A.  shows  the  ages  of  the  patients, 
and  their  diseases;  without  distinguishing 
the  sexes,  which  are,  however,  separated  in 
the  accompanying  abstracts.  In  making 
these  illustrative  extracts,  the  same  forms 
have  been  employed  as  are  in  use  for  classify- 
ing the  causes  of  death  at  the  General  Register 
Office.  In  the  ultimate  arrangement,  several 
other  diseases,  such  as  those  of  the  skin, 
will  require  separate  heads. 

We  subjoin  some  of  the  more  common 
diseases,  comprising  697  cases,  which  it  will 
be  seen  are  proportions  of  the  total  number 
of  cases  of  all  kinds  (1,013)  in  the  abstracts. 
As  few  children  are  admitted  into  the  hos- 
pitals, all  under  the  age  of  15  are  omitted. 

*  A  copy  of  the  form  for  enumeration,  as  finally 
detennined  upon,  will  be  printed  in  a  fteture 
number  of  the  Society's  Journal. 
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Agf9  qfthe  Paiienh  suffering  from  tome  </  the  more  Common  Dueasety  in  the 

London  HospitaUf  January  1842. 


Diseases. 


Ages. 


15 
to 
20 


Typhus j     3 

Erysipelas i     1 

Syphilis I   15 

Paralysis i     2 

Epilepsy |     6 

Bronchitis     > 

Pleurisy '  .  . 

Poeumonia '  .  . 

Consumption      ....       2 
I  Diseases  of  Heart    ....     2 

Diabetes 1 

Stone 

Disease  of  Kidneys       .     . 
Stricture 


20 
lo 
25 


5 
1 
10 
3 
8 
5 
1 


25 
to 
90 


1 


Mismenstruation  .  . 
Rheumatism  .... 
Arthritis  and  Diseases  of 

Joints. 

Scrofula 

Ulcers 

Carcinoma 

Wounds,   Fractures,  and^ 

fiuras  \ 


12 
5 

20 

2 
4 


9 
6 

■ 

1 
1 


20 


7 
13 

10 

8 
7 
1 

18 


3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

6 

1 

3 

6 

3 
• 

3 

1 

1 

4 
15 

12 

4 
6 

*  • 

23 


30  55 
to  to 
35  !  40 


40 
to 
45 


1 
1 
7 
4 
1 
3 


3 
3 
1 


2 

2 
1 
1 
3 
1 

• 

8 
5 


45 
to 
50 


2 
3 
3 
3 


1 
1 


50 
to 
60 


2 
6 
2 


5 
5 


60 
to 
70 


70 


^ 


2 
2 

.  . 
8 

7 

1. 

5 

7 

25 


1 

2 

1 

12 


2 
2 
1 

15 


1 
1 


6 

4 

1 
5 
1 

20 


1 
1 
1 


10 
1 
1 
2 
6 
1 


1 

1 


•7 


5 
3 


1 
2 


12 
2 


8 
2 

14 


7 
3 

18 


1 
2 


9 
4 

20 


2 
2 


14 
14 
44 
22 
17 
44* 
I     4 

(     « 
38 

'  28 

'     3 

i    9 

11 

24 
78 

61 


18 
55 
21 


7    180 


*  Age  of  one  person  not  stated. 


General  Remari. — ^The  constant  number 
of  patients  afflicted  with  any  given  disease, 
depends  upon  its  duration,  as  well  as  upon 
the  numbers  attacked  ;  so  that  where  a  dis- 
ease is  twice  as  long  as  another,  although  the 
same  number  were  attacked,  twice  as  many 
may  be  expected  to  be  in  hospital.      Hence 
the  proportion  of  cases  of  different  diseases 
in  hospital^  and  the  proportion  of  cases  ad^ 
mitted,  will  differ  in  the  ratio  of  the  average 
term  of  residence.     Generally  speaking,  the 
proportion  of  the  various  cases  in  hospitals 
will  agree  with  those  of  equal  severity  in  the 
adult  population  out  of  doors  ;  but  there  are 
exceptions ;    the  disease  incident  to  child- 
birth,  typhus,  and  consumption,  are  rarely 
treated  in  the  general  hospitals,  while  frac- 
tures, wounds,  urinary,  and  a  few  other  dis- 
eases, are  collected  in  excess. 

An  abstract  of  the  deaths,  and  causes  of 
deathj  at  different  ages,  in  the  London  Hos- 
pitals (1839),  was  given  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Registrar- Generars  last  report ;  of  which 
we  shall  avail  ourselves,  to  show  the  nature 
of  a  few  of  the  results  deducible  from  mere 
enumerations,  and  the  registers  of  the  causes 
of  death.  The  abstracts  of  deatkt  was  de- 
rived from  all  the  hospitals,  comprising  2\ 
times  as  many  patients  as  were  enumerated 


for  us ;  we  shall  therefore  multiply  our 
facts  by  2 '5,  which  will  enable  us  to  use  them 
as  illustrations.  And  we  may  state  once  for 
all,  that  they  are  to  be  considered  nothing 
more. 

Illfutraiions. — 1.  A  comparison  of  the 
annual  number  of  deaths  from  each  dis- 
ease, with  .the  average  number  labouring 
under  the  same  diaease,  shows  the  mortality 
in  a  given  time  (a  year),  in  the  various  dis- 
eases. Thus  if  there  were  95  consumptive 
persons  on  an  average  in  the  hospitals,  342 
died  in  the  year ;  360  per  cent,  in  36|-  days, 
or  1  per  cent,  daily.  A  physician  who  had 
on  an  average  100  consumptive  patients 
under  his  care,  in  the  adwnced  stage  of  the 
disease,  may  at  this  rate  expect  that  one 
would  die  daily. 

It  appears  that,  in  the  general  hospitals 
of  the  metropolis,  91  deaths  occur  annually 
for  every  100  patients  which  they  hold.  An 
hospital  which  contains  110  patienta  yields 
100  deaths.  Let  us  suppose,  for  a  moment, 
the  patients  labouring  under  consumption, 
pneumonia,  &c.  in  separate  hospitals,  each 
containing  100  patients,  the  place  of  the 
dying  being  constantly  filled  up  by  new  pa- 
tients, then  we  shall  have,  according  to  the 
last  column  but  one  (Table  B<),  at  die  hoe- 
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Fitrther  ExampUt — (Tablb  B.) 


1 

2 
3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

Diseases. 

Died  in  the 

Hospitals  in 

One  Year. 

(Rep.-Gen. 

Report.) 

AyerafeNnm- 
ben  Sick, 

(deduced  from 
Table  A.) 

Annual 

Deaths  per 

cent. 

Constantly 

Sick  to  IQO 

Annual 

Dvsths. 

Consumption      .... 

Pneumonia 

Apoplexy 

Injuries,  and  the  effects  of) 
Accidents                       S 

Bronchitii 

Paralysis 

Syphilis 

342 
47 
39 

390 

88 
42 
13 

95 
15 
17 

450 

111 

55 

110 

360 
313 
229 

87 

79 
76 
12 

28 
32 
44 

115 

126 
131 
846 

All  Diseases. 

2231 

enumerated. 
2462 

91 

110 

pital,  for  consumption,  360  deaths;  for 
pnenmoniai  313  deaths;  for  apoplexy,  229 
deaths ;  for  accidents,  87  deaths ;  for  bron- 
chitis and  catarrh,  79  deaths ;  for  paralysis, 
76  deaths;  for  syphilis,  12  deaths: — or, 
according  to  the  last  column  (Table  B.),  100 
deaths  would  occur  annually  in  an  hospital 
for  the  consumptive,  containing  28  occupied 
beds ;  in  an  hospital  for  accidents  contain- 
ing 115  beds;  and  in  an  hospital  for  sy- 
philis containing  846  beds.  The  results  are 
obtained  with  the  same  fecility  by  the  enu- 
meration we  propose,  whether  the  diseases 
be  treated  in  the  same  or  in  different  hos- 
pitals. 

An  analysis  of  this  kind  can  be  made  from 
five  or  ten  enumerations.  It  will  show,  in 
different  diseases,  the  relative  force  of  mor- 
tality, which  will  no  doubt  be  found  to  be 
regulated  by  a  determined  law. 

2.  The  mortality,  in  a  unit  of  time,  at 
each  age,  from  the  different  diseases,  may  be 
calculated  from  the  enumeration  of  the  pa- 
tients, abd  the  registered  deaths. 

We  give  the  mortality  from  all  causes  as 
an  example :  the  same  method  may  be  ap- 
plied tp  each  disease  separately. 


Ages. 

Actual  Numbers 

enumerated, 

moltipUedby 

2-5. 

Deaths 

in  One 

Year. 

Annual 

Rate  of 

Mortality 

per  cent. 

20—30 
30—40 
40—50 
50—60 
60—70 

687 
485 
355 
247 
142 

449 
433 
423 
312 
241 

65 

89 

119 

126 

170 

It  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  Edmonds,  and 
others,  that  the  mortality  in  the  entire  popu- 
lation, and  in  all  cases  of  disease,  increases 
about  34  per  cent,  (one- third)  every  10  years 
of  age  after  pnber^^.  It  appears  alao,  from 
observations  in  Friendly  Societies,  that  the 
sick  time  increases  with  age  at  the  same  rate ; 


whence  it  would  follow  that  the  liability  to 
an  attack  of  sickness  was  the  same  at  all  ages 
from  15  to  60  ;  that  the  duration  of  attacks 
increased  34  per  cent,  every  10  years ;  that 
the  mortality  of  attacks  increased  34  per 
cent,  every  10  years ;  and  consequently  that 
the  mortality  in  a  unit  of  8ick|time  (a  week, 
for  instance)  from  the  same  disease,  waa  uni- 
formly the  same  at  all  ages  (or  at  least  from 
15  to  60,  to  which  the  observations  have 
hitherto  been  confined).  The  enumerations 
will  furnish  the  means  of  directly  determin- 
ing the  latter  point. 

3..  The  tables  B.  C.  show  the  number  of 
patients  living  at  every  stage  of  the  different 
diseases,  (so  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained,)  at 
the  time  the  enumeration  was  made.  If  the 
numbers  who  recovered  and  died  at  the  eame 
period*  were  abstracted,  the  rates  of  mor- 
tality and  recovery,  at  the  several  stages  of 
all  diseases,  could  be  determined. 

Our  information  is  here  deficient ;  we 
must  refer  for  examples  to  other  sources. 

To  render  the  information  complete,  a 
corresponding  annual  abstract  should  be  made 
of  all  the  cases  treated  f  showing  the  numbers 
in  each  disease  discharged,  dead,  cured,  re- 
lieved, or  otherwise,  from  all  the  hospitals. 

The  great  desideratum y  viz,,  the  average 
and  inevitable  loss  qf  life  by  each  disease,  as 
yet  unknoton,  is  obtainable  only  from  such 
reports  qf  hospitals,  Si'c. — To  ascertain  the 
mortality  and  duration  of  diseases  left  to  na- 
ture, has  been  considered  by  some  persons  a 
great  desideratum.  They  want  this  datum, 
they  say,  as  a  starting  point.  They  would  de- 
termine the  average  duration,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  in  1 ,000  cases  of  natural  small-pox : 
they  would  then  compare  the  results  with  the 
results  of  1,000  cases  treated  with  all  the  ap- 
pliances of  medical  art ;  or,  according  to  the 
various  methods  of  treatment  adopted  by  the 
medical  schools.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
observe  that  the  natural  mortality  and  dura- 
tion of  diseases  can  never  be  supplied.  The 
thing  can  never  be  even  contemplated.    No 
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one  woti]d  dare  to  snggeBt  that  hundreds  or  and  more  extended  inquiry  undertaken  by 
tUoasands  of  patients  should  be  deprived  of  particular  institutions, 
the  aid,  solace,  and  counsels  of  medical  art ;  The  importance  of  applying  the  instru- 
which  has  been  cultivated  for  centuries  by  a  ments  and  methods  of  inquiry  which  have 
numerous  profession,  containing  in  its  ranks  enriched  the  exact  sciences,  to  vital  pheno- 
many  persons  of  the  greatest  scientific  attain-  nena,  is  generally  achnitted  ;  and  the  London 
^mentSy  and  a  few  men  of  the  most  consum*  hospitals  will,  it  may  naturally  be  expected, 
mate  genius.  We  cannot  ask  patients  to  take  the  lead  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  de- 
allow  the  stone  to  torment  them,  or  to  incur  partments  of  medicine.  Should  they  act  in 
the  natural  risks  of  loss  of  blood,  unreduced  an  isolated  manner,  and  independently  of 
raptures,  broken  bones,  inflammations,  in  each  other,  or  should  they  register  the  ob- 
order  to  enable  speculating  sceptics  to  count  servations  on  a  uniform  system,  and  throw 
how  many  of  them  will  die.  them  into  a  common  stock,  to  be  arranged 
Without  some  standard  of  comparison,  in  the  order  which  may  appear,  on  due  con- 
however,  medical  science  can  make  very  little  sideration,  best  calculated  to  yield  the  im- 
further  progress.  It  will  be  impossible  to  portant  results  to  which  we  have  above  ad- 
determine  accurately  the  relative  value  of  verted?  The  advantages  of  the  latter  pro- 
different  methods  of  treatment  now  in  use ;  ceeding,  in  a  statistical  point  of  view,  are  so 
or  of  any  new  remedies  and  methods  of  treat-  obnous,  that  your  committee  have  invited 
ment,  i^hich  may  be  discovered.  Medicine  the  medical  officers  to  a  conference,  and  have 
will  always  be  open  to  unjust  charges  of  in-  submitted  to  them  the  following  proposi- 
utility,   and  the  public   health  will  be  the  tions: — 


sport  of  fashion,  the  perilous  innovations  of 
empirics,  and  superficial  theorists. 

It  is  fortunate,  under  these  circum8tan<;e8, 
that  the  standard  required  will  be  furnished 
by  the  average  mortality  and  duration  of 


(1.)  To  have  authentic  registers  of  cases 
kept  in  a  form  which  is  now  under  conside- 
ration. 

(2.)  The  first  registers  to  be  commenoed 
on  January  1st,  1843,  and  to  terminate  on 


cases  tmder  the  present  system  of  treatment,  the  Slst  December.    To  comprise*  all  the 

In  the  aggregate  results  deduced  from  the  patients  discharged  during  the  year, 

thousands  of  cases  treated  in  the  hospitals,  (3.)  The  first  annual  abstract  to  be  made 

accidental  irregularities  will  be  destroyed ;  under  the  direction  of  a  joint  committee, 

and  the  average  rate  of  mortality  and  re-  named   by  l^e    Council   of  the   Statistical 

oovery  in   each  disease,   at  each   stage  of  Society,  the  Boards  and  the  medical  officers  of 

disease,  will  be  determined.  With  this  stand-  the  hospital.     For  this  purpose,  copies  of  the 

ard  any  other  class  of  similar  cases,  treated  registers  to  be  sent,  at  the  end  of  each  quar- 

differently,  may  be  compared.  The  collection  ter,  half-year,  or  year,  to  the  office  of  the 

and  analysis  of  a  few  important,  easily  ob-  Statistical  Society,  where  it  is  proposed  that 

servable   facts,  to  which    the   measures  of  the  Committee  shall  meet. 

number  and  time  can  be  applied,  will,  it  is  (4.)  The  Statistical  Society  will  supply  the 

evident,  not  interfere  with,  but  will  rather  blank  forms,   for  copying  the  registers  of 

facilitate,  individual  research,  or  any  special  cases. 

Ejtample  of  the  mode  oj  filUng  up  the  proposed  Ttetwm* 
Disease. — Consumption. 

1*2345        6        7          8  9*      10     11                  12 


No. 

1 

Occn- 

patiou 

and 

Habits. 

Sex. 
M. 

Age 
41 

Number  of  Days  in 
HoapiUl. 

Duration  of 
case  in  days. 

Date 

of 

Attack. 

Date 
of  Ad- 
mission 

When 

Important  Symptoms, 

Complications. 

or  postrtnortem 

Appearances. 

When  ad- 
mitted. 

Discbar^ed. 

1 
Date.  State. 

1 

1 

Weaver 

63 

65 

128 

1840. 

June 

S 

Aug. 
7 

Oct. 
9. 

Died 

Hsmoptytis,  Jane  3. 

DiarrhcRa,  Aug.  10. 
P.  M.  Cavity  in  upper 

lobes  of  left  lung; 

ulcerations  of  ileum. 

The  attack  should  be  dated  from  the  first  unequivocal  syraptoai  of  the  disease. 
In  the  column  for  important  symptoms  the  date  of  their  origin  may  be  noted. 

Contractions  used  in  the  Returns, 
Int.,  intemperate ;  pp.,  pauper ;  Af .,  male ;  F^  female.    The  months,  Jan.,  Feb.,  Mer.,  Apr.,  Mai^ 
Jume,  JhUfh  ^^9'i  aept»f  Oct.,  Nov,,  Dec.    The  year  is  written  over,  and  the  day  wnder,  the 

I    1631.    ) 
month, thus:— <-  Jan.    >    Recov.,  recovered;   conv.,  convalescent;  ret.,  relieved.    Other  oon« 

tractions  may  be  used,  with  an  explanation,  if  necessary. 
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Table  1. — Hotpilat  Catei  timmeraltd  in  Ihefini  week  qfJamiaty,  1812. 


PiuaMa. 
Small  Poi.    . 

Throkh  .    .    . 

^d^.^.;>bi.: 

Total.    . 

Aget. 

Total 

1 

3 

& 

10 

IS 

20 

25 

30 

ssUo 

4S 

ao 

60 

70 

ao|  ? 

■^ 

10 

■^ 

; 

.-i 

■0 

■■ 

a 

1 

30 

1* 

B 

Sl    T 

s 

Jj  «[  '1- 

..  |.. 

m.  l  ■. 

neliTfDmTrem 
Br»iii,»ic,DU.o 

ToUI.    . 

■} 

i 

4- 

:* 

'i 

:i 

3 

;• 

j 

;» 

i 

] 

"i 

37 

11    1 

> 

9\    8 

7|    » 

7 

i 

a 

-'  1    ^1 

iil 

1 

"i 

■i 

i 

1 

i 

„ 
1 

^ 

a 

— 

;! 

3 
W 

"7 

- 

1 

» 

■i» 

16 

TT" 

n 

i 

i 

i 

'i     1 

■^ 

>7 

.. 

i 

"i 

i 

1 
i 

1 

»l  « 

» 

■■ 

7 

1 

11 

SSffi:: 

BBtoib.   .    . 

Unr.    .    *. 

SpKan    .    .    . 

ToUI.    . 

;■ 

i 

1 

'■} 

'■' 

"1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

I 

IS 

s     s 

4 

J 

1 

9 

!> 

il 

S4 
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Tabls  1. — Hospital  Casa  enumerated  in  the  first  week  of  January,  1842—continued. 


/ 

DiacttMS. 

Ages. 

Total. 

1 

1 

3 

5  !  10 

15 

a  a 
a  a 

1 

a  a 
a  a 
a  a 

1 

20    25 

L 

30 

35 

40 

45 

•  ft 

a  a 

•  a 
a   • 

1 

1 
1 

50 

•  a 

•  • 

1 

a  a 

•  • 

2 

1 

60 

a  a 

70   80 

? 

a  a 

•  a 
a  a 
a  ■ 
a  ft 

•  ft 
a  ■ 

Nephritis    .     . 
lachmria.     .     . 
Diabetes.    .     . 
Cystitia  .     .     . 

Stricittre    « 
Kidneya,    4fcc. 
Uta.fir.    .     . 
Total.    , 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

m  m 

•  m 

•  • 

•  ■ 

•  • 

•  ■ 

■  a 

•  • 

•  a 
a  • 
a  • 

•  a 
t  a 
a  a 

•  a 
■   a 
a  • 

•  a 

1 

a  a 

2 

•  «               a  a 

•  a               a  • 

•  •                a   • 

1       .. 

1       8 

1 

1       1 

a  a 
a   a 

1 

2 

a   ■ 

2 
2 

7 

2 

1 

3 

1 

•  a 
a  a 
a  a 

a  a 

1 
1 

3 

•  ft 

•  a 
a  a 

3 
3 

a  a 

6 

4 

10 

•  • 

1 
6 

•  a 
ft  a 

6 

"l 

1 
1 

«   a 
a  a 

1 

•  a 

•  • 

i 

a  a 

1 

ft  a 

8 
8 

6 
11 
11 

•  • 

•  a 

a   • 

4 

2 

3  • 

6 

3 

a  ft 
a  a 
a  a 

1 

4 

1 

i!.. 

ft  ft 

85 

Cluldbed     .    . 
Paramenia.    . 
Ovarian  l>rop8y 
Utenu,       &c. 
Diaof.    .    . 
Total.    . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  a 

•  • 

•  • 

•  a 
«  a 
a  a 
a  • 

•  • 

a  • 
ft  • 
a  a 
•  a 

a  a 

1 

a  a 
a  a 

i5 

a  a 

8 

1 
7 

a  a 

5 

a  a 

4 

a   a 

6 

•  a 

•  ■ 
a  a 

3 
3 

a  • 

8 
7 

15 

a  • 
a  a 

5 

2 
8 

13 

a  • 

1 

■  a 

3 

4 

a  a 

12 
6 

18 

•  « 

1 
2 

a  a 

2 
5 

•  a 

a  a 
r 

•  a 

2 

a  a 
a  ■ 

2 

1 

1 

•  ft 

a  a 
a   a 

1 

ft  a 
•  • 

ft  ft 
a  a 

a  a 
a   a 
a  a 

1 

a  a 
ft  • 
a  a 
a  a 

a  a 
ft  • 
•  ft 
a  a 

8 

«  a 

26 

1 

17 

13  1 

10 

1 

1 
6 
2 

1 

1 

ft  • 

a  a 

64 

Arthritia     .    . 

Uhenmatiam  . 

Joints,  &C.D18. 

of  .    .    .     . 

Total.     . 

•  • 
■  • 

•  • 

*  a 
«  • 

2 

a  a 
a  a 

7 

1 

2 

16 

5 

6 
15 

1 

13 
9 

2 
15 
10 

1 
12 

1 

■  ft 

2 

a  a 

•  a 
a  a 

a  a 
ft  ft 
a  a 

a  a 

1 

a  a 

11 
81 
79 

•  • 

2       7  I  19 

25 

23 

27 

8 

a  • 
a  a 

8 

a  a 

1 

9 

14  1    2 

1 

a  • 

a  a 

1 

171 

Carbuncle  .    . 
Phlepnon  .    . 
Ulcer.     .    •     . 
Flstola   .    .    . 
Skin,  fttc.  Difl. 
<rf   .    .    .     . 
Tota].    . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ft 

•  • 

•  • 

a  a 
m  a 
a  a 
a  a 

2 

a  a 
a  a 
a  a 
•  a 

2 

a  a 
a  a 

1 

a  a 

6 

a  a 
a  a 

4 
1 
7 

1 
3 
7 
2 
8 

a  ■ 
a  a 

6 
1 

4 

1 

a  a 

7 
8 

a  a 

a  a 

1 

9 

ft  a 

2 

a  • 
a  a 

2 

a  a 
a  • 

•   • 
a  ■ 
a  • 
ft  ft 

a  a 

a  a 
a  a 
a  a 
«  a 
a  a 

2 
6 

66 
9 

34 

•  • 

2  1    2  J    6 

12     18 

11 

11      12       2     .. 

a   a 

107 

Inflammation . 
Hcmorrhajg^e  . 
Dropsy  .     .    . 
Abscess.    .     . 
Mortification  . 
Parpnra .    .    . 
ScrofQla.    .    . 
Carcinoma .    . 
Tmnor   .    .    . 
Goat  .... 

^^'.  :  ; 

Malformations. 
SuddenOeaths. 

Total.    . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
■  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  m 
m  • 
»  ■ 

•  ■ 

m   m 

•  a 

•  a 
a  a 

•  a 
a   a 

•  • 
a  • 
a  • 
a  « 

•  a 
a  • 

•  a 
a  a 

2 

i 
"i 

a  a 

•  a 

a  a 
a  • 
a  • 

1 

a  a 

2 

a  a 

1 

•  a 

•  a 
a  a 
a  a 

•  a 

1 

i 
i 

1 

•  a 

1 
6 

a  • 
a  a 

8 
1 

a  a 
a  a 
a   • 

1 

a  a 
a  a 

a  a 
a  a 

•  a 

2 

1 

•  a 

4 

■  • 

1 

a  a 

•  a 
a  a 

1 

a  a 

a  a 
a  a 
a  a 

1 

a  • 

a   a 

1 

7 

a  a 
•  a 
ft  • 
a  a 
«  • 
a  • 

9 

a  a 

1 

■  a 

25 

a  a 
m  a 

1 

a  a 

2 

•  a 

a  a 

2 

a  a 
a  a 
a  a 
a  V 

•  a 
a  a 

5 

a   a 
ft  ft 

9 

a  a 

•  a 
a  • 
a  a 

8 

a  f 

a  a 
a  a 

ft  ft 

a  a 

•  a 

i 

"i 

.. 

1 

«  a        4      a  • 

..    1  .. 
..    1  .. 

a  a 
a  • 
a   a 
a  a 
a  • 
a  a 
a  a 
a  a 
a  a 
a  a 
a  a 
a  a 
•  • 
a  a 

2 

a  a 

6 

14 
5 

a  • 

21 
21 

4 

a  a 
a  a 

3 
8 

a  a 

..    1    6 

4 

5 

18 

9 

6 

a  a 

a  a 
a  a 

15 

15 

a  a 

88 

4 

5  1    5  1    3  .  ..      .. 

78 

Old  Age.    .    . 

•  • 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

a  a 
a  a 

6 

a  a 

a  • 

a  a 

•  a 
a  a 

23 

•  • 

a  ft 

•  a 

•  a 

a  •               a  a 

a  a 

•  ft 

Intemperance. 
Starvation  .    . 
Accidents,  fcc. 

Total.    . 

•  • 

1 

a  • 
•  a 

a  a 

a  a 
a  a 

11 

a  a 
•  a 

20 

•  a 

•  • 

18 

•  a 

•  a 

20 
20 

a  a 

86 

a  ft 
*  a 

14 

•  a 
a  a 

18 

a  « 

a  a 

20 

a  ft 
a  a 

5 

a  a 
a  a 

2 

a  a 
•  • 

1 

1 

a  a 

189 

1 

a  a 

11 

6 

20 

18 

23 

26 

a  ■ 

106 

14 

18  ,  20       5       2       1 

900 

* 

Diseases    not? 
■pecificd.    .S 

TotiO.    . 

•  t 

•  a 

a  a 

a  a 

1 

a  • 

•• 

a  a 

a  ■ 

1 

a  a              a  • 

a  • 

2 

a 

6 

35 

47    134 

151 

1 

124 

1 

57 

99 

57 

17      8 

3 

1,013 

The  medical  offioers  who  did  your  Com-     important  objects.    Hie  following  resolutioxi 
niittee  the  hononr  to  meet  them  ezpremed    was  passed, 
themselves  quite  wiUing  to  promote  these        *'  Resolved,  that  application,  by  letter; 
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be  made  to  the  Boards  of  the  hospitals  re-  23d.—  Slept  well,  and  18  better.     He 

spectively,  on  the  subject  of  the  iMloption  of  continued  the  aperient  medicines  fur 

uniform  methods  of  registering  of  caaedt,  and  some  dayM,  and  is  now  quite  well, 

that  the  sanction  and  support  of  the  medical  Case  IV. — J.  D.  set.  (50,  short  and 

officers  be  requested  to  such  applications  ;  rather  stout,  was  seized  with  hemiplegia 

that  a  letter  be  drawn  up  and  forwarded  to  q^  the  15lh  of  September,  1842.     He 

the  several  Boards,  pointing  out  the  im-  ^^^  g^g^    g^on   after  the   attack,  and 

portance  of  the  object  in  view  by  the  Com-  ^^^^^^^  i,y  i^Hgter  to  the  neck  and  warm 

mittce  m  makmg  this  application ;  and  fur-  purgative  draughts.  Arteries  somewhat 

ther,  that  a  copy  of  the  Committee  s  report  ^ggj^p^ 

be  sent  wiiheach  »PPJj°f° »•" „^  .    ,.  October  I2th.-He  now  walks  about 

It  has  been  suggested  that  cases  in  tbe  .  .         ^.^     ,                i  •   •            i       ^ 

London  hospital.  wiU  not  present  a  fair  Without  difficulty,  com^aining  only  of 

average  of  the  cases    affecting  the  whole  weakness  m  the  affected  limbs, 

community.      Your  Committee  admit  the  Case  V.—M.F.,cet.  80 years, as imre, 

truth  of  this  to  the  full  extent.    But  after  active  old  woman,   was    attacked  on 

the  example  has  been  set  in  the  London  Friday,  ^ov.  5th,   1841,  just  alter  a 

hospitals,  your  Committee  are  convinced  that  hard  day's  work  at  the  wash-tab,  with 

retttms  on  the  same  plan  could  be  procured  pain  in  the  head,  quickly  followed  by 

from  the  provincial  hospitals,  the  prisons,  total  insensibility.  Next  day  I  was  sent 

the  poor-law  unions,  the  friendly  societies,  for,  and  found  her  in  profound  apc^lexy. 

and  from  private  practitioners.    This  would  Stertorous  breathing;  bronchial  rattle; 

open  a  wide  field  of  comparsion^  and  ky  total  insensibility.     She  had  been  in 

the  foundation  of  improvements  in  the  heal-  ^^jg  gt^te  all  night.     Not  able  to  Bwal- 

ing  art,  very  much  calculated  to  alleviate  \q^.  pulse  feeble. 

human  suffering,   and  to  prolong  human  i:.,t*a          \       wt         »^*_j 

jj^                    °                  1-         o  Empl.  LyttsB  amplum  Nuchs.     Mustard 

poultices  to  the  legs. 

7th. — Blister  drawn.    Can  now  be 

ON  roused  so  as  to  answer  Questions  dis- 

DISEASES   OP  THE   BRAIN.  tinctly,  and  can  move  the  right  leg 

and  arm ;  left  side  appears  to  be  nara- 

By  E.  CppEMAK,  M.R.C.S.  lysed.    Has  taken  some  gruel  ana  cas- 

(F^  the  London  Medical  Gazette  J  ""s^.'-Same  as  yesterday.     Bowels 

[Concluded  ftom  p.  116.]  not  relieved. 

Mist.  Cathart.  4tis  horis. 

Case  III.-Mr.  S.,  a  stout  former,  9th.— More  drowsy  to-day.    Bowels 

80  years  of  age;  joints  of  his  fingers  "^f/??^"'^^.  , 

and  toes  filled  with  gouty  concretions ;  iP      tl^P     ;      x^n.    **e            ^ 

was  attacked  on  the  evening  of  the  Case  VL—AnnElhsi  75  years  of  age, 

17th  of  May,  1842,  with  symptoms  of  J^i^ed  with  apoplexy  May  17th,  1842. 

apoplexy.     I  found  him  comatose,  un-  ^  ^^""^  ^^^  ^^^^^  insensible ;  breathing 

able  to  articulate,  almost  unconscious  ve^  much  impeded  with  mucous  rattle; 

of  efforts  made  to  rouse  him;  pulse  surface  pale,  cold,  and  clammy ;  pulse 

slow  and  full ;  breathing  heavy  almost  imperceptible :  she  seemed  to  be 

A  blister  to  the  neck ;  cold  lotion  to  the  "^.^  \Zl  °'*"'''''l  ""^  ^/'  ^T^\   ^ 

head;  a  dose  of  criton  oil  to  act  on  ^/f^.^./'^^i^  ^^™  brandy  and  water. 

the  bowels,  which  had  been  sluggish  for  ?"^  ^^^^^^^^  house  not  expecting  to  see 

some  days.  ^^^  again.     She  however  riiilied,  and 

--       J      V     1  recovered  her  sensibility  to  some  ex- 

^extday  he  became.more  sensible,  tent,  until  the  25th,  when  she  again 

but  much  inchned  to  coma,  with   a  became  comatose,  slightly  convulsed. 

bloated  countenance  and  heavy  pulse,  and  died. 

My  assistant  ordered  four  leeches  to  the  Although  these  two  last  cases  proved 

temples,  and  blisters  behind  the  earp.  fetal,  they  are  calculated  to  exemplify 

20th.  -  Quite  sensible ;  bowels  open ;  the  effort  which  nature  is  able  to  make 

'"L!j^  paralysis.  towards  restoration,  even  when  there  is 

:^.pPassed  a  restless  night,  and  is  serious  and  fatal  mischief  in  the  brain ; 

irritable.  i^n^  surely  it  is  wise  and  reasonable  not 

Pttrgativcmutiire;  andamoiphkdnnight  to  prevent  it  by  depletory  treatment, 

at  night.  which  must  necessarily  remove  every 
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chance   of  Bpontaneous   reanimation.  *«  Ingens  et  subita  Bangninis  jactura 
Who  can  say  that  these  two  women  omnibus  brevi  et  multum  nocet,  nee 
inig:ht  not  have  recovered,  if  their  vis  raro  mortem   affert.     Htec  enim   non 
t>ito   had   been   more  vigorous?     The  moAo imignemdebilitat€m,etv€rtiffiw.m 
mischief  to  the  brain  must  have  hap-  et  natuteam,  aut  vomitvm  et  animi  de- 
pened  at  the  first;  if  partial  recovery  {eci\onQm,sedcouvuUiones  guomieffttit' 
take  place  in  spite  of  this,  who  can  rafen,  et  plentmque  Uthalet,  inaucit/' — 
point    out    the    degree    to    which    it  Grttfory^n  Conspectus, 
might  proceed  where  the  constitutional  "  Largee  et  repetitse  san^inis  detrac- 
strengtn  can  be  supported?    The  vis  tiones  omnibus   apoplecticis  et  para* 
wHedicatrix  is  sufficient  to  repair  ex-  lyticis,    nullo   delectu  habito,  utiiiter 
temal  injuries    of  the    severest  cha-'  aut  tuto  adhiberi  certe  non  possunt. 
racier,  where  the  constitution  can  be  Etenim  juniores,  et  robusti,  non  tarn 
m&intained  in  a  fair  degree  of  vigour,  obnoxii  sunt  his  morbis,  ouam  pueri 
We  see  daily  cases  of  recovery  from  infirmi,  et  effceti  senes,  in  qiiibus  vires 
fevers    and    internal    inflammations,  nutriendee  sunt,  et  excitand«e,  potius 
where  pr.rts  of  delicate  construction,  quam  minuendos ;  dum  mnlta  sanguinis 
and  important  to  life,  have  been  se-  profusio  omnes  natures  conatus  repri- 
verely,   almost  mortally,   implicated;  mit,  et  tenues  vitee  reliquins  penitus 
the  remedial  agent  being  this  same  extinguit.     Quod   si   consulamus  -  ex- 
vis  medicairisc,  assisted  by  such  means  ,perientiam,  heec,  quantum  possum  judi- 
as  we  possess  for  supporting  the  powers  care,  testatur  copias  sanguinis  missiones 
of  the  constitution.    In  some  clironic  sepe  nocuisse,  easque  in  non  paucis 
cases  of  organic  disease,  we  witness  the  sgrotis  tutius  fuisse  prsetermissas."— 
aarae  power  at  work  to  delay  the  fatal  HeherdeUf  Commtmi,  p.  300. 
result  as  long  as  possible ;  the  length  In  the  first  case,  and  probably  in  the 
of  time  being  often  proportionate  to  second,  emetics  produced  very  bene- 
thc  degree  in  which  art  is  able  to  sup-  ficial  effects;  and  by  some  few  practi^ 
port  the  general  strength.    Why  are  tioners  they  have  been  considered  the 
we  to  distrust  this  powerful  agent  where,  proper  remedy  for  apoplexy.     Yet  is 
disease  or  injury  of  the  brain  is  the  the  fear  of  tneir  being  injurious  so 
cause  of  danger?    Do  not  some  of  the  prevalent,  that  we  are  advised  strictly 
cases  I  have  related  prove  it  to  be  efii-  to  avoid  them.   Abercrombie  says,  "  the 
cient  ?    It  is  said,  that  by  letting  blood  use  of  emetics  in  apoplexy  is  as  old  as 
freely  in  cases  of  apoplexy,  extravasa-  the  days  of  Aretceus,  and  they  have 
tion  may  be  stopped,  and  further  mis-  been  employed  at  different  times  by 
chief  prevented.    But  what  has  been  physicians  of  the  first  eminence,  among 
the  result  of  such  large  depletions?  whom  may  be  mentioned  Etmuller, 
Unfortunately  the  recoveries  are  far  too  Sydenham,  Boerhaave,  and  Lieutaud; 
«maU  in  number  to  warrant  any  just  and  the  practice  must  therefore  have 
inference  in  favour  of  this  usual  plan  some  foundation  in  observation  and 
of  treatment ;  and  when  it  is  considered  experience.    There  can  be  little  doubt 
that   bleeding   will    sometimes   itself  that,  in  the  early  stage  of  any  apoplectic 
produce  the  symptoms  under  which  affection,  the  use  of  an  emetic  would  be 
apoplectics  die,  surely  we  should  pause  a  very  hazardous  practice."    He,  how- 
to  inquire  whether  such  fatal  issue  may  ever,  strongly  recommends  purgation, 
not  be  theeffect  of  the  treatment,  rather  "This  is  always  to  be  considered  as  a 
than  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  most  important  and  leading  point  in 
disease.                                                   '  the  treatment  of  apoplexy;  and  though, 
"  MagniB  sanguinis  detractiones,  gra-  in  arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
viores  et   fere  pemiciosiores    effectus  our  first  reliance  is  upon  large  and  re- 
habent;  arteriis  enim  variisque  cordis  peated  bleeding,  the  first  decided  im- 
saccis    multum    et    subito    relaxatis,  provement  of  the  patient  is  generalUy 
viribusqne  eorum  sic  imminutis,  san-  under  the  influence  of  powerful  purg- 
guinis  impetus  ades  deficit,  ut  ad  ex-  ing."  (On  Diseases  ofthe  Brain,  p.  289). 
citandum  suisque  mnneribus  aptandum  Now  when  we  bring  our  unbiassed 
cerebrum  non  amplius  sufiiciat,  unde  judgment  and  experience  to  bear  upon 
vertigo,  nausea,  vomitus,  animi  defectio,  the  question  of  the  comparative  safety 
et  non  modo  cordis  arteriarumque  actio,  of  emetics  and  purgatives,  what  do  we 
sed  omnis  motus  atque  sensus  inter-  find  to  be  the  result?    Why,  that  we 
mptus."  can  find  scarcely  a  case  where  apoplexy 
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has  been  produced  by  tbe  operation  of  these  cases  to  be  very  rare ;  for  T  have 

an  emetic,  whereas  it  is  not  an  onnsnal  seen  the  heat  of  skin,  flushed  counte* 

occurrence  for  a  person  to  have  a  seizure  nance,  strong  and  rapid  pulse,  laborious 

dnring  an  evacuation  of  the  bowels.    I  breathing,  convulsions,— symptoms  in- 

believe  this  is  an  indisputable  fact,  and  dicative,  if  any,  of  the  necessity  of 

to  my  mind  is  quite  decisive  of  the  act  abstracting  blood — give  way  under  the 

of  vomiting  being  as  harmless,  if  not  simple  employment  of  cold  to  the  shorn 

more  so,  than  that  of  alvine  evacuation,  scalp,  and  purgative  clysters,  without 

I  think  it  must  be  allowed  by  every  the  assistance  of  any  depletory  mea- 

candid  observer  that  the  legitimate  in-  sures  likely  to  occasion  subsequent  loss 

ference  to  be  drawn  from  my  own  ex-  of  power.    What  could  apparently  be 

perience  of  apoplexy,  as  exhibited  in  more  desperate  than  the  situation  of  mv 

the  cases  I  have  published,  is,  that  the  patient  (Case  11.)  at  noon  on  the  28th 

non-depletory  mode  of  treatment  is  the  of  June  ?    The  satisfactory  removal  of 

most  succdfssful :  the  reported  cases  of  the  severe  symptoms,  and  the  present 

other  practitioners  indirectly  corrobo-  convalescent  state  of  the  patient,  are 

rate  this  inference.    I  have  collected  the  best  arguments  in  favour  of  caution 

them  in  large  numbers ;  the  treatment  and  moderation ;  and  the  best  answer 

has  been,  for  the  most  part,  profuse  to  the  theory  that,  in  apoplexy,  the 

expenditure  of  blood;  and  the  deaths  only  way  to  preserve  life  is,  by  art, 

awfully  numerous.  almost  to  destroy  it. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  doubt  that  the      «  g^ram  est  cavcndl  tempoB  in  mediis  malto." 
cultivation  of  morbid  anatomy  has  been 

immensely  beneficial  to  the  practice  of       I   had  just  completed   this  paper, 

meddcine  |    but  it  appears  that,  with  when,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of 

reference  to  diseases  of  the  brain,  it  October,  I  was  summoned  to  atttend 

has  overstepped  its  proper  bounds,  and  Mrs.  A.,  whose  case   I  have  already 

usurped  the  position  which  the  prac-  related  (No.  II.)    She  had  been  sub- 

tical  experience  of  the  past  and  present  jected  to  more  excitement  than  usual, 

ages  is  entitled  to  maintain.    Nearly  made  two  or  three  calls  the  day  before, 

aU  our  reasoning  with  respect  to  the  and  afterwards  dined  off  food  not  easy 

treatment  of  apoplexy  is  founded  upon  of  digestion.    About  5  o*clock  a.h.  she 

certain  post-mortem  appearances,  some  awoke  her  husband  by  grasping  his 

of  whicn  are  probably  more  the  conse-  hand,  but  could  not  speak.  She  rallied 

qnence  of  death  than  of  disease ;  the  a  little,  and  was  assisted  out  of  bed  to 

treatment  itself  is  not  based  upon  what  the  night-chair.    The  bowels  were  re- 

has  been  successful  in  curing  the  dis-  lieved;  and  as  she  became  drowsy  and 

ease  (for  the  usual  plan  is  eminently  slightly  convulsed,  I  was  sent  for.  She 

unsuccessful),   but    upon    arguments,  was  comatose,  with  rather  full  pnlse 

brought  forward  with  no  slight  degree  and  perspiration.    Drew  up  her  legs 

of  plausibility,  concerning  the  occur-  when  I  tickled  her  feet.    Could  not 

rence,  causes,  and  removal,  of  extrava-  rouse  her;  but  during  my  attempts  to 

Bation  of  blood  or  serum  in  the  brain,  make  her  speak  her  face  became  hor- 

Itiswell  known  that  such  extravasation  ribly  distorted,  and  she  had  a  severe 

is  not  the  only  cause  of  even  fatal  general  convulsion  of  some  minutes' 

apoplexy,  for  cases  have  occurred  where  duration ;  she  remained  quite  comatose 

no  aiseased  appearances  have  been  dis-  after  the  convulsion  had  subsided.     I 

covered  in  the  brain  after  death.  It  has  applied  cold  cloths  to  the  scalp,  and 

been  shown,  by  others  as  well  as  my-  gave  a  strong  pur^tive  injection.    In 

self,  that  apoplexy,  severe  and  threaten-  three  hours  I  visited  her  a^in:   the 

ing,  has  been  cured  without  bleeding:  coma  had  remained  about  an  hour  afber 

the  opinion  that  it  can  be  so  cured  I  had  left,  and  the  bowels  had  acted 

appears  to  be  slowly  gaining  ground,  freely;  she  had  vomited  a  little  bilious 

Let  us  put  aside  for  a  w^hile  our  pre-  matter ;    there    had    been    no    more 

conceived  notions,  and  by  patient  ex-  convulsion.    She  could  now  articulate 

smination  of  the  effects  of  remedies,  tolerably  well,  and  was  sensible  enough 

endeavour  to  enhance  the  credit  of  our  to  ask  me  to  dress  her  issue ;  she  had 

art  by  lessening  the  fatality  of  Aiis  chilled  once  or  twice,  and  removed  the 

serious  disease.    Perhaps  it  must  still  cold  application  from  her  head ;  and 

be  granted  that  venesection  is  advisable  when  tier  arm  was  uncovered  during 

in  some  cases  of  apoplexy:  I  believe  the  dressing  it  became  cold,  and  aU 
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•'goose-flesh."    Would  it  have   been  was  «hown  to  the  surgeon  of  the  parish, 

safe  to  have  reduced  the  heat  of  skin  who  attended  him,  but  as  he  gave  no 

and  strength  of  pulse  by  withdrawing  directions  with  regard  to  it,  his  mother 

blood  at  first  ?    In  the  evening  another  applied  fomentations  and  poultices.    It 

injection  was  given:  she  was  more  sen-  has  increased   gradually   and   slowly 

Bible;  but  the  tongue  was  foul,  and  she  until  the  last  three  or  four  days,  when 

complained  much  of  pain  in  the  head,  its  progress  was  more  rapid  and  irregu- 

Cold  Tioegar  sad  water  to  the  forehead.  lar,"   &c.     I  examined  it  in  the  prer 

ISth.-Another   injccHon.   followed  !!!!1J}LTK.f'' u"*™!'  *"•*  '^P"^''^ 

by  relief  from  the  bowels,  and  perfect  S^u^^iff  t?"/ J'  ^  fS  aneurism, 

f^foration  of  her  senseg;  pulse  quiet;  „il^"  ^^  ^"!?"  TTt  VA*"- "•'•'*  **'"' 

tongue  much  cleaner.  Ate  some  l/reak-  ^Z^.!^^!^''^  ^  '"'^  ^  """"'■ 

fast,  and  was  well  enough  to  settle  fit '1 1'^?*  ."'^'i^K*''  » ,^y ''.'"^"K 

wages  with  a  servant  who  was  about  **  w^^f  i?*"*"  ^*^  *  '"^l""*  '"  *"" 

to  leave  neck  which  seemed  to  me  like  an  aneu- 

rvv**s.v.'ii  w  *  XT     .  u  rism."    Mr.  Liston  quickly  came  to  the 

*^0?t5bir'^Shri?3.'    •  patient,  and  observea.  "  You  don't  get 

aneurism  in  boys  like  that."    It  was 

.,„     »,«„^*,.«      , "y  duty  to  carry  instruments.     Mr. 

MR.    LISTON'S    "VARIETY    OF  Liston  asked  for  "  something  to  make 

FALSE  ANEURISM."  a  puncture  with."     I  offered  an   ex- 

ploring  needle ;  he  said,  "  he  did  not 

To  the  Editor  iif  the  Medical  Gazette.  "^^"^l »  ^^^P^  ^"^^^  J^»'-"  ^  ^^^^  offe"*'!  a 

small  tendon  needle ;  he  seemed  angry, 

"''^»  and  produced  from  his  own  pocket 
UfTDER  the  conviction  that  by  with-  several  bistouries,  from  which  ne  Be- 
holding from  the  public  the  whole  truth  lected  a  full-sized  one,  and  made  with 
of  the  following  much  controverted  it  an  incision  into  the  swelling,  in  a 
case,  I  should  incur  the  imputation  of  perpendicular  direction.  Arterial  blood 
moral  cowardice,  I  venture  to  cL<im  a  spirted  out  by  the  sides  of  the  bistoury, 
small  space  in  your  just  and  temperate  Mr.  Liston  observed,  it  was  '*  an  anoma- 
pages.  A  false  precedent  with  a  great  lous  tumor,"  and  changing  the  position 
name  attached  to  it  is  as  likely  to  be  of  his  knife,  held  it  horizontally,  so 
pernicious  in  medical  as  in  legal  sci-  that  the  sides  of  the  incision  were  kept 
ence :  and  he  who  conceals  the  truth  separate ;  the  blood  now  came  out  in  a 
from  motives  of  interest  or  fear,  is  only  thick  gush;  fainting  quickly  ensued, 
lew  guilty  than  he  who  assiduously  and  the  boy  remained  in  an  almost 
promulgates  falsehood  to  screen  him-  pulseless  state  for  three  hours.  Mr. 
self  from  merited  blame.  Liston  closed  the  incision  bv  means  of 

As    House-Surgeon    to    University  tliree  hare-lip  pins   and  the    twisted 

College  Hospital,  under  Mr.  Liston,  on  suture.    There  was  not  the  slightest 

the  20th  Oct.  1841,  I  examined  a  boy  appearance  of  pus  in  the  blood.    The 

who    had  presented   himself    a   few  incision  was  not  a  small  one,  or  made 

minutes  berore  that  gentleman's  visit,  with  a  narrow  bistoury;  otherwise,  why 

His  mother  attended  with   him,  and  should  three  hare-lip   pins    and    the 

gave,  partly  at  that  time,  partly  after-  twisted  suture  be  necessary  to  close  it  ? 

wardis,  the  following  short  history  of  After  the  lamentable  nature  of  the  mis- 

the  case,  which  I  copy  verbatim  from  take  became  apparent,  a  student  asked 

the    Hospital    Case-Book,   as   it  was  if  a  bruit  had  not  been  heard.    I  an- 

drawn  up  by  the  dresser  for  the  week,  swered,  "  yes ;"  and  Mr.  Liston,  after 

Mr.  Colcoester.  I  had  done  all  in  my  power  to  prevent 

"  George  Anthony,  set.  12,  admitted  the  misfortune,  attempted   to   attach 

Oct  20th :  has  been  a  healthy  child  blame  to  me  for  not  having  mentioned 

until,  six  years  ago,  he  had  measles  this  symptom  before.   The  reasons  why 

and  whooping-cough,  which  left  him  I  did  not  do  so  were,  Istly,  Because,  as 

in  a  very  reduced  state.    About  two  a  diagnostic  symptom  of  nneurism,  I 

months  ago  he  had  a  violent  cough  and  believed    it    to    be    worthless  :    any 

much  fever :  at  this  time  a  small  swell-  unequal  pressure  exerted  upon  a  healthy 

ing  was  first  observed  just  below  the  artery,  as  by  a  tumor,  or  bv  the  stetho- 

ear ;  it  was  soft,  and  might  be  easily  and  scope  itself,  will  produce  a  bruit.    And, 

entirely  dispersed  by  pressure.    This  2dly,  Because  Mr.  Linton  permitted  me 
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to  say  but  little  on  the  sabject.  At  my  any  degree  similar  to  it.  Two  of  them, 
request  alone,  he  went  to  the  window  namely  the  third  and  the  last,  are 
to  examine  the  swelling  between  the  plainly  referrible  to  diffuse  inflammation 
fauces,  where  I  told  him  I  doubted  if  a  of  the  cellular  tissue,  producing  lesion 
thrill  were  not  perceptible.  He  turned  of  the  arterial  tunics ;  and  the  others  to 
away  abruptly,  and  insisted  on  making  ulceration  into  an  artery  from  the  cyst 
the  incision  in  the  manner  above  stated,  of  an  abscess  after  the  evacuationof  the 
Surely,  in  my  anxiety  to  prevent  a  mis-  latter.  Where  is  the  proof  that  the  aneu- 
take,  I  overstepped  the  oounds  of  my  rism  in  G.  Anthony's  case  was  ever  an 
duty  in  saying  what  I  did.  It  could  abscess?  The  swelling  at  first  disapp(ared 
not  be  my  duty  to  instruct  Mr.  Liston  under  pressure.  Mr.  Listen  supposes 
in  the  nature  of  his  cases.  But  to  that  the  pus  which  once  filled  the  ca- 
retum.  The  incision  was  made  at  vity  was  washed  into  the  circulation  by 
2  P.M.;  reaction  did  not  occur  until  the  current  of  blood.  Now  although 
5  P.M. ;  and  from  that  time  until  4  pus  is  frequently  without  danger  taken 
the  next  morning,  the  swelling  increased  up  by  the  absorbents,  in  which  opera- 
very  much,  becoming  hard,  tense,  and  tion  it  probably  undergoes  a  CTeat 
bluiKh,  and  extending  downwards  to  change,  when  was  so  much  as  hsilf  an 
the  clavicle,  and  inwards  to  such  a  ounce  or  an  ounce  of  that  fluid  evef 
decree  as  to  produce  great  danger  of  known  to  be  admitted  immediately  and 
sunocation  by  pressure  on  the  trachea  at  once  into  the  circulation  without 
and  larynx :  the  diflfusion  of  the  aneu-  fearful  constitutional  irritation,  puru- 
rism  also  threw  great  stress  upon  the  lentdeposits,  and  general ly  death  r  Yet 
pins.  I  sat  up  with  the  patient  all  no  couKtitutional  symptoms  followed 
night,  little  expecting  he  would  survive  the  appearence  of  the  swelling  in  this 
until  morning;  the  danger  of  suflbca-  case.  Whether  it  was  a  true  or  false 
tion,  or  of  hemorrhage  from  the  ^ving  aneurism^  according  to  Hodgson,  or 
way  of  (he  sutures,  seemed  so  imminent.  Scarpa,  or  others,  it  wat  a  cavity  coir- 
From  4  a.m.  until  2  p.m.  on  the  21st,  manicating  with  an  artery  and  contain- 
when  the  carotid  was  tied,  the  symp-  ing  arterial  blood.  Before  it  was  opened 
-toms  were  less  urgent.  To  quote  from  it  did  not  externally  seem  so  large  as 
Mr.  Listoti*s  account  of  the  operation,  a  hen's  egg^  and  was  situated  quite  high 
given  in  his  pamphlet,  "  The  great  up  in  the  neck,  as  is  proved  by  its  pro- 
difficulty  arose  from  the  necessary  gressing  so  much  between  the  fauces : 
smallness  of  the  incision ;  the  tumor  and  if  the  carotid  had  been  tied  imme- 
extended  downwards  so  low  in  the  neck  diately  after  the  unfortunate  incision, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  extend  the  the  boy's  life  might  have  been  saved, 
incision  upwards,  and  the  artery,  which  There  is  plenty  of  daylight  after  two 
appeared  to  be  at  a  very  great  depth  o'clock  at  this  time  of  the  year ;  and  if 
mm  the  surface,  was  to  be  sought  for  it  were  otherwise  an  operation  so  ur- 
at  the  bottom  of  a  small  hole."  The  gently  demanded  ought  to  have  been 
poor  patient  died  of  hemorrhage  from  performed  by  artificial  light.  The  cir- 
the  wound  of  the  operation  at  5  p.m.,  cumscribed  was  converted  into  the  dif- 
Nov.  5th.  At  the  pott-mortem,  "  the  fused  aneurism  at  2  p.m.,  but  not  until 
ligature  was  found  to  have  been  placed  5  p.m.  did  reaction  occur,  and  the 
close  to  the  origin  of  the  carotin  from  swelling  increase,  by  blood  being  ia- 
thc  innominata;"  "the  proximal  end  jected  into  the  cellular  tissue  around; 
of  the  vessel  was  quite  open  ;"  "  there  and  after  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours 
had  been  no  attempt  at  the  formation  the  increase  was  so  great,  that  no  chance 
of  a  clot,"  of  success  was  afforded  to  the  operation. 
Much  of  the  above  detail  may  be  I  know  a  case  in  which  a  popliteal 
thought  tedious,  but  where  different  aneurism  was  punctured  by  mistake, 
statements  have  been  made,  it  is  ne-  but  the  eminent  surgeon  who  made  it 
cessary  to  be  explicit.  Mr.  Liston  has  tied  the  femoral  artery  without  delay, 
lately  published  this  case,  in  a  pam-  and  thus  did  his  best  to  remedy  the 
phlet,  entitled  **  On  a  variety  of  false  blunder,  without  attempting  to  prove 
Aneurism,"  in  which  he  attempts  to  that  the  aneurism  was  a  false  one. 
prove  that  it  was  originally  an  abscess.  It  is  very  unfortunate  that  Mr,  Lis- 
and  adduces  several  other  cases  in  snp-  ton  did  not  inform  himself  more  cor- 
port  of  this  explanation :  but  it  is  re-  rectly  of  the  age  of  the  patient,  as  he 
markable  that  none  of  the  latter  are  in  thinks  the  question  of  age  so  important, 
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in  determiniTig  the  nature  of  the  swelling,  tients  are,  for  the  most  part,  lodged  in 
The  mother  of  the  boy  on  two  occasions  a  small  detached  building  ;  almost  all 
stated  to  me  that  his  age  was  twelve  of  them  are  labouring  under  secondaiy 
jfears ;  and  I  wrote  that  age  on  the  card  symptoms,  which  circumstance  is  as- 
at  the  head  of  his  bed.  The  card  re-  cribed  to  the  neglect  of  applying  for 
mains  to  prove  it.  The  mother  must  relief  when  merely  affected  with  pri- 
have  made  the  same  statement  to  Mr.  mary  symptoms,  notwithstanding  pros- 
Colchester,  as  the  hospital  case-book  titutes  are  said  to  be  subject  to  the  con- 
testifies,  and  every  student  in  attend-  trol  of  the  police ;  and  even  if  a  female 
ance  must  have  known  the  same  fact.  affected  with  syphilis  desires  to  leave 
I  have  been  more  nearly  concerned  the  hospital  before  she  is  cured,  the 
in  this  unfortunate  case  than  any  other  physician  has  no  power  to  jjrevent  her. 
person,  except  Mr.  Liston,  no  hostile  The  treatment  consists  principally  in 
feeling  towards  whom,  has  prompted  the  internal  exhibition  of  mercury; 
this  publication  of  the  simple  truth.  If  the  oxymuriate  is  generally  preferred, 
any  other  public  officer  had  pursued  In  some  cases,  iodine  is  combined  with 
the  same  line  of  conduct,  I  should  have  mercurial  preparations, 
thought  the  same  plain  duty  alone  re-  Utrecht  is  a  handsome  town,  con- 
mained  to  taining  about  40,000  inhabitants.  The 
Your  obedient  servant,  university  is  inferior  to  that  of  Leyden, 
John  Charles  Bucknill,  M.B.  the  number  of  students  not  being  more 
M.ILC.S.,  Late  House  Surreon  to  tbe  Uni-  than  two-thirds.      There  are  two  or 

S^»;  gSSWSJi^^'r.''    th'ee  museums  (Bleuland's  and  Lidth's) 

_    ^         „  of  comparative  anatomy  and  zoology, 

^'StoifSJSrer*^  which,  however,  present  nothing  very 

^ \ attractive    to   those   who   have   seen 

others  of  more  importance.    Professor 

^^  Schroeder    Vanderkolk    occupies   the 

DUTCH  MEDICAL  INSTITUTIONS,     chair    of   anatomy    and    physiology ; 

Loucq,  that  of  special  pathology  and 
By  Edwin  Lee.  therapeutics  j  Suerman,  surgery ;  B.  F, 

(For  th*  London  Medical  Gazette.)  tic^^ 'iSSmeSci^'uld^"  wrl 

[Continued  from  p.  1 1 1 .]  gical  operations  and  obstetricity ;  Alex- 

ander,  ophthalmology.    The  hospital 

(Ziekenhuis)  is  situate  near  the  end  of 

There   are   also,  at    Amsterdam,  an  the  town,  and  surrounded  with  narrow 

hospital  for  the  Jews,  and  one,  half  .a  streets.     It  contains  about  100  beds, 

mile  from  the  town,  for  chronic  cases,  from  eight  to  sixteen  in  each  ward.  In 

syphilitic  and   insane  natients.     The  the  upper  story  of  the  central  portion 

latter  contains  about  450  beds.-  There  are  the  female  patients,  the  men  occu- 

are    no   visiting    physicians,  all    the  pying  the  larger  wing,  while  the  smaller 

inmates  being  under  the  superinten-  wing  is  appropriated  to  the  cliniques. 

dence  of   a  resident    medical    atten-  The  hospital  for  the  insane  is  a  large 

dant ;  and,  as  far  as  the  insane  patients  building,  in  a  more  open  situation,  at 

are  concerned,  the  place  may  oe  con-  the  opposite  end  of  the  town.    Curable 

sidered  merely  as  a  tiouse  of  detention,  and  incurable  patients  are  admitted, 

as  no  treatment  appears  to  be  adopted.  They  are  divided  into  three  classes, 

The  number  is  about  150,  the  greater  according  to  the  amount  of  their  pay- 

Sart  females.    The  wards  are  small,  ments:  tne  lowest  class  pay  150,  the 

irty,  and  close,  containing  about  20  next  300,  and  the  highest  800  florins 

beds  each,  the  beds  almost  touching  per  annum.    The  two  higher  classes 

each  other ;  this  is  likewise  the  case  in  are  lodged  in  rooms  containing  from 

the  wards  for  the  more  furious  patients,  one  to  three  beds ;  the  other  class  sleep 

which  presents  altogether  a  distressing  in  wards  of  about  sixteen  beds,  lofty, 

and    disgraceful    spectacle.      A    new  clean,  and  well  ventilated.   The  furious 

building,  however,  is  now  in  progress  patients  are  placed  in  isolated  dark 

on  the  road  to  Haarlem,  for  the  recep-  cells  till  they  become  more  tranquil : 

tion  of  the  insane,  who  will  there  be  the  onl^  means  of  personal  restraint 

fiubjected  to  more    reeular    and  me*  which  is  adopted  is  the  strait  waist- 

thodical  treatment.    The  syphilitic  pa-  coat.    The  douche  is  a  good  deal  em- 

77S.-xx;ii.  L 
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ployed  m  the  treatment.    Many  of  the  uterus  contracted  well.    We  then  made 

patients  are  employed  in  Tarious  kinds  an  examination,  my  friend  introducing 

of  occupation,  tnough  but  little  in  the  his  finger  by  the  vagina,  while  I  did 

open  air.  the  same  by  the  anus,  and  found  the 

170,  North  Street,  Brightoii,  recto-vaginal  septum  torn  to  the  extent 

Oct.  ao,  1842.  of  two    inches,  a  few   fibres  of  the 


sphincter,  and  the  whole  of  the  peri- 

CASB  OF  neum,  with  the  exception  of  about  half 

an   inch  of  fourchette.      We   merely 

CENTRAL  LACERATION  OF  THE  ^p^^^  ^^e  parts  and  tied  the  legs  t6- 

PERINEUM  DURING  LABOUR.  geiher,  and   about  three  hours  after- 
wards  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham  saw  the 

7V>  the  EdUor  qflhe  Medical  Gatette.  ««««  with  us,  and  directed  two  sutures 

^  to  be  applied ;  the  bowels  to  be  kept 

Sir  confined  for  a  week,  and  the  catheter 

I»  you  consider  the  following  case  of  to  be  used  twice  a  day.    All  this  was 

sufficient  interest  to  the  meoicai  pro-  done ;  the  parts  however  sloughed,  and 

fession,  perhaps  you  will  do  me  the  the  liratures  with  a  considerable  por- 

fiivour  of  inserting  it  in  the  pages  of  tion  of  the  neighbouring  structures  came 

your  valuable  journal,  and  oblige  yours,  away.    Poultices  were  used;  and  on 

Very  obediently,  giving  an  ai>erient  at  the  end  of  a  week, 

T.  C.  Coward,  M.R.CS.  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that  the 

6,  High-fltreet,  Stepney,  Oct.  M,  1843.  evacuations  came  through  the  natural 

passage.    The  blaak  and  zinc  lotions 

Mrs.  B.,  of  Stepney,  let.  21,  of  rather  were    used,    and  by    supporting    her 

a  strumous  diathesis,  engaged  me  to  strene;th  with  wine,  tonics  &c.,  in  three 

attend  her  in  her  confinement.  I  was  months  the  parts  had  granulated,  but  the 

called  at  10  a.m.  7th  of  April  last,  and  vagina  was  much  contracted.    She  left 

was  informed  she  had  been  in  slight  town  for  the  country, 

pain  for  several  hours  ;  found  the  os  In  making  a  few  remarks  on  this 

uteri  thoroughly  dilated,  and  the  head  case,  it  is  very  important  to  know  the 

of  the  foetus  descending,  the  pains  very  cause  of  such  an  accident,  with  a  view  to 

forcible,  and  every  thm^  had  the  ap-  its  ftfture  prevention.  Here  due  support 

pearance  of  a  happy  termination.  I  was  was  unremittingly  given  by  me  to  the 

a  little  surprised,  nowever,  after  a  short  perineum.   I  certainly  remarked   that 

period,  to  find  that  the  head  pressed  the    sacrum  seemed    straighter    than 

strongly  against  the  back  part  of  the  usual ;  that  from  the  sphincter  to  the 

perineum  and  anus,  distending  those  fourchette  there  was  an  unusual  length, 

Sarts  enormously  without  effecting  any  and  its  fibre  seemed  softer  than  natural, 

ilatation  of  the  external  parts,  notwith-  I  could  not  account,  however,  for  the 

standing  all  the  support  t  could  efive  to  obstinate  riddity  of  the  external  parts 

incline  the  head  to  the  arch  of  the  pu-  until  the  other  day  I  was  reading  Dr. 

bis.    At  length,  during  a  severe  pain,  Ingleby's  excellent  practical  work  on 

flhe  comnlained  of  something  cracking ;  Obstetric  Medicine,  wherein    he    ac- 

indeed  I  felt  it  myself  give  way  under  counts  for  it  by  the  parties,  when  chiK 

my  hand  \.  and  on  examination  found  a  dren,  having  chronic  inflammation  with 

laceration  about  an  inch  and  half  long,  discharge,  so  customary  in  the  strumous 

extending  across  the  perineum  close  to  habit    I  therefore  made  inquiries  of 

the  n)hincter  ani,  from  which  arterial  the  mother  of  my  patient,  and  found 

blood  was  escaping  in  a  small  stream,  that  for  two  or  three  years,  when  a  girl, 

I  then  began  to  fear  thatnotwithstand-  she  had  a  troublesome  discharge,  and 


preternatural  thickening 

joint  efforts  we  succeeded  in  delivering  rigidity  of  the  external  parts, 

the  head  through  the  natural  outlet  in  I  have  been  led  to  make  these  re- 

about  half  an  hour ;  but  the  same  pain  marks  from  an  idea  that  a  case  like  the 

which  brought    the  head   forced  the  one  I  have  just  related  might  happen 

shoulder  ana  elbow  through  the  peri-  to  a  young  practitioner  just  commencing 

neum,  causing  a  dreadful    laceration,  his  career,  and  the  world  might  con- 

The  placenta  soon  followed,  and  the  demn  him  for  ignorance  or  ioAttention, 
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when  I  am  convinced,  even  by  the  best  manded  by  science,  by  the  wants  of  the 
directed  efforts,  such  an  accident  can  public,  by  the  fraternity  of  medical 
rarely  be  prevented;  at  all  events,  I  men,  is  ot/a^our,  not  of  learning, 
know  of  no  means  unless,  it  would  be  This  has  been  provided  by  the  foun- 
justifiable  to  anticipate  the  laceration  ders  of  hospitals:  otherwise  the  dis- 
by  the  use  of  the  scalpel.  tinction  of  titles  is  absurd :  otherwise 

the  six,  or  twelve  officers,  should  be 

designated  by  a  common  name,  and 

execute  common  duties.    This  is  so 

DIVISION  OF  MEDICAL  LABOUR,     obvious,  that  even  the  irregulars  deny 

-,    _  „        _,  _  it  not.    They  take  precious  care  to  be 

By  RoBBRT  Hull,  M.D.  circumspect  within  the  walls.    They 

CFor  the  London  Medical  GaxetteJ  never  brandish  the  scalpel,  nor  raise 

^  the  puUies,  nor  adjust  the  bandage. 

^-„    __,      .    ,  ^,     .  .  They  procure  the  surgeon's  hand  to 

The  Hotpaal  Phyuctan.  ^^^  ^^ir  dead  patients. 

It  may  appear  sui)erfluous  to  define  No.  They  are  amenable  to  the 
the  character  of  this  practitioner.  It  governors ;  and  they  dread  an  expul- 
wai  unnecessary  twenty  years  ago:  it  sion.  But,  secure  from  official  stig- 
is  imperative  now.  The  licentiousness  mata,  they  violate  "  division"  in  private 
of  reform,  which  has  distressed,  nearly  practice.  They  operate  abroad.  Is 
subverted,  the  empire,  has  ramified  this  logical?  Is  this  manly?  I  simply  put 
into  OUT  once  concordant  art ;  and,  the  question^is  this  exactly  honour- 
unless  the  eyes  of  its  professors  are  able.^  They  concede  the  principle  of 
opened,  will  vitally  damage  its  benefits,  divided  labour  where  they  must  con- 
I  say  benefits,  for,  after  all,  the  public  cede ;  they  evade  it  where  no  laws  can 
are  chiefly  to  be  respected,  when  we    enforce. 

discuss  the  novel  amalgamation  of  de-  The  medical  body,  the  public,  should 
partments ;  and  I  declare,  with  a  vene-  remember  that  this  maintenance  of 
rated  physician  of  the  west,  "to  me  discipline  within  a  hospital  does  not 
personally  this  will  be  of  no  conse-  prevent  the  mischiefs  which  alt  suffer 
quence ;  to  the  lives  of  the  public,  a  from  out-door  abnormities.  The  irre- 
confusion  of  pursuits  may  hereafter  be  gulars  themselves  testify  to  the  advan- 
of  great.*'  tages  of  divided  labour :  otherwise,  why 

It  is  now  necessarv  to  ask  the  ques-  do  they  submit  to  limitation  inside 
lion,  "  Who  is  to  be  the  physician  in  a  their  respective  institutions.  Their 
hospital  ?"  It  is  plainly  answered  by  own  manhood,  virtue,  consistency, 
the  rules  of  every  institution.  If  not  should  induce  them  to  spurn  a  separa- 
plainly,  the  answer  is  assutned;  an  tion  of  departments  in  official  routine, 
indirect  evidence,  stronger  than  the  which  they  disclaim  in  their  private 
written  regulation.  The  bare  term  proceedings.  Will  they  allow  that 
implies  that  he  is  to  be  a  physician;  interest,  low,  selfish  considerations  com- 
not  a  surgeon.  He  is  to  be  not  merely  pel  them  to  wink  at  an  arrangement 
restricted  to  medicine  in  the  hospital ;  which,  in  their  hearts,  they  beUeve  to 
but  he  is  not  to  be  elected  to  the  charity  be  unjust — not  founded  on  the  public 
unless,  out  of  it,  he  practises  as  a  pure  wants  ^hostile  to  science  ? 
physician.  Behold  the  dilemma!    If  they  be- 

Tbe  divisions  of  our  art  do  not  regard  lieve  promiscuous  practice  the  proper, 
the  studies,  but  the  practice.  All  of  us  why  do  the^  violate  their  sentiments 
are  supposed  to  enjoy  a  primordial  and  by  submitting  to  the  discipline  of 
common  substratum  of  tuition.  All  are  office?  If  they  believe  it,  as  their 
supposed  subsequently  to  select  tlieir  hospital  passivitv  implies,  wrong  and 
peculiar  walk.  pernicious,  why  do  they  get  a  private 

The  general  practiser  who  becomes  uving  by  condemnable  methods  ? 
a  physician,  no  matter  at  what  period  But  '*  what  harm  can  they  inflict  on 
of  his  life,  only  extends  his  primordial  their  hospital  patients  bv  tneir  private 
education,  enriched  by  expenence;  the  promiscuities?''  What  harm?  all  that 
longer,  perhaps,  the  better.  Wlteu  he  can  be  effected  by  the  violation  of 
is  promoted,  ne  is  expected  to  confine  divided  labour ;  by  their  non-concen* 
his  studies,  observations,  tradCf  to  sim-  tration  of  study,  skill,  power,  on  simple 
pie  physic.    The  division  equally  de-    medidne.    Yet  this  concentration  we 
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governors  of  hospitals  expect.    They  strength;  and,  therefore,  I  supplicate 

entrust  the  pitiable  poor  to  the  surgery  your  interest  for  an  office  which  de- 

of  the  surgeon.    They  demand  for  the  mands  all  my  powers  to  be  exerted  in 

non-surgical  patients  the  medical  at*  an  opposite  direction.    Should  I  reach 

tendance  of  tne  pure  physician.    For  this  summit  of  my  ambition,  I  promise 

my  part,  I  do  not  understand  how  a  your  Lordship  to  consecrate  to  the  me- 

conscientious  gentleman  can  undertake  dical  cases  all  those  energies  which  my 

the  office  of  hospital  physician,  unless  preference  of  operations  may  leave  to 

he  conform  to  the  intentions  of  the  me;  all  that  time  which  an  extensive 

subscribers.  trade  in  surgery  enables  me  to  spare. 

To  those  hospitals — at  present,  most  Your  Lordship's,  until  deaih, 

happily,  few — where  an  operator  offici-  Nicholas  Omnibus,  M.D." 
ates  as  a  physician,  it  may  be  said  the 

S>vemor8  elected  him  with  open  eyes.  The  division  of  labour  is  too  sparing, 
f  this  I  am  not  so  certain.  In  one  not  too  multiplicious.  This  is  shown 
institution,  where  the  office  was  con-  in  the  metropolis,  where  full  and  sue- 
tested  by  two  gentlemen,  one  a  pure  cessful  play  is  given  to  the  divisional 
physician,  the  other  amphibious,  it  is  arrangements.  See  the  varieties  of  ex- 
true  that  the  real  physician,  accom-  cellence  in  the  same  body  of  physicians: 
plished  and  unexceptionable,  was  van-  one  intelligent  of  cerebral  disorders ; 
ouished;  yet  not  at  the  poll;  he  retired  another  heartily  devoted  to  cardiac;  a 
through  prescience  of  defeat.  But  it  third  inspired  with  pulmonic  pursuits; 
was  expected  by  subscribers,  who  other-  a  fourth  near  dying  from  investigations 
wise  would  actively  have  opposed  him,  of  the  liver :  all,  authorities  in  their 
that  the  successful  aspirant  would  re-  peculiar  departments !  So  in  the  sur- 
linquii^h  his  surgery  wnen  installed  in  gic  arena  :  the  herniotomist ;  the 
his  office.  lithotomist :   the  amputator ;    the  pa- 

But  even  were  the  statement  well  thologist ;  ^ooc/  for  joint-evt/.' 
founded,  that  subscribers  would  ad-  Promiscuous  labour  cannot,  logically 
visedly  elect  an  operator  as  a  physician,  nor  consistently,  step  within  the  boun- 
then  I  should  say,  the  laity  cannot  daries  of  a  particular  craft  nor  profes- 
judgc  in  this  therapeutic  business  ;  and  sion.  If  a  man  deserve  those  sneers 
instead  ofa  republican  charity, managed  which  have  been  expressed  towards 
by  the  popumr  opinion,  give  me  the  him  from  a  London  cnair,  because  he 
monarchic  or  aristocrat  selection ;  give  does  not  impudently  pretend  to  univer- 
me  such  an  establishment  as  that  of  sality  in  medicine,  ne  is  likewise  con- 
Guy,  tempt ible  because  he  does  not  expatiate, 

In  this  magnificent  hospital  we  shall  genius-like,  beyond  it.  Crichtonian  per- 

never  hear  that  the  office  of  physician  lection  implies  a  circle  of  sciences.  Ike 

is  filled  by  any  practiser,  whose  body  Ihike  should  unite,  iji  his  own  person, 

and  soul  are  dedicated  to  absorbing  the  delivery  of  the  nation  and  that  of 

surgery.  the  Queen ;  and  Dr.  Locock  is  no  phi- 

But  I  will  not  believe  that  there  losopher,  unless  he  can  extricate  an 

exists  in  England  a  hospital,  whose  army  from  peril  as  well  as  a  royal 

supporters  would,  if  they  understood  infant  from  straits, 

their  man,  elect  a  hybrid  to  the  ^office  But  who  is  to  be  the  hospital  phy- 

of  unmixed  physician.    Fancy  such  a  sician  ?    If  the  surgeon,  why  not  the 

circular  as  the  following ;    prophesy  apothecary  ?    If  the  possession  of  a 

the  result.  doctorate  justifies  the  first,  the  second 

My  Lord,— I  solicit  your  vote  for  must  not  be  excluded, 

the  office  of  Physician  to  the  Epsom  Then  we  shall  see  Dr.  Variorum,  the 

Hospital,  rendered  vacant  by  the  death  surgeon,  apothecary,  and  man-midwife, 

of  Dr,   Racer.     I  can  boast  superior  perhaps  the  keeper  of  an  open  shop,  a 

claims.     I   am  an  operating  surgeon,  candidate  for  the  office  of  physician  to 

and  therefore   peculiarly  fitted  for  a  a  west-end  hospital;    and  the  proud 

medical  position.     I  am  devoted  to  the  physician  of  St.  George's  may  be  called 

knife;  and,  therefore,  earnestly  covet  a  on  to  meet  in  consultation  a  colleague, 

post  instituted  for  the  practitioner,  who  who  will  "  make  up"  the  prescription 

never  handles  it.   I  love  the  chirurgery  which    results ;    nnietSy    before    this 

of  the  healinfir  art,  to  which  I  dedicate  threatened  era,  every  gentleman  shall 

my  time  ana  studies— my  soul    aud  have  left  the  profession ;  and  the  pub- 
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liC|  who  will  richly  deserve  it,  be  kept  latire  interference  in  a  cause  which 

in  repair  by  druggists,  hucksters,  sans-  ought  not  to  require  it.     I  should  like 

culottes.  to  see   the    parliament   impenetrably 

The  precedence,  which  hitherto  has  deaf  to  reforming  clamour  ,•  deserving 

been  conceded  cheerfully  to  the  physi-  the  eulogy  which  was  addressed  by 

cian,  is  founded  on  his  isolation,  purity,  Pliny  to  an  ancient  quieter  of  factions — 

non-rivalry.    Private  life,  the  public  ''Pacemreddidisti;  excidistiintestinum 

hospital,  have  religiously  maintained  malum,  et  provide  severitate  cavisti,  ne 

his  privile^s  and  honour.    But  can  fundata  legibus  civitas,  eversa  legibus 

we  expect  that  surgeon  J.,  or  K.,  or  L.,  videretur." 

shall  manifest  courtesy  or  deference  to  I  wish  the  parliament  would  say, 
Dr.  Omnibtii,  who  invades  his  depart-  "  Settle  it,  gentlemen,  among  your- 
ment  ?  Is  Mr.  J.  to  find  a  rival  operator,  selves  :  you  have  plenty  of  corpora- 
about  the  town,  in  Dr,  Omnibus;  and  tions,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  par- 
yet  pay  him  the  courtesy  of  a  hospital  liamentory  acts  to  uphold  them.  Do 
colleague  in  medicine,  when,  perhaps,  you  your  duty;  scout  the  irregulars; 
Mr.  d.  is  vastly  superior  even  in  that  consociate  only  with  the  fair  practi- 
compartment  of  healing  ?  Is  J.,  the  doner ;  cultivate  the  fastidious,  the 
surgeon,  eminent  as  he  is  for  courtesy,  honourable,  the  just :  then  may  you 
for  gentlemanly  bearing,  for  deference  fear  no  evil  from  druggists  nor  charla- 
to  the  abstract  medicus,  for  conserva-  tans.  If  an  occasioual  attempt  be 
tion  of  professional  ranks ;  is  he  to  made  to  injure  your  interests,  and 
push  this  sentiment  to  the  extreme:  violate  your  established  habits,  show 
equally  respectful  to  the  regular  and  that  you  have  "pluck**  as  well  as  per- 
the  disruptor;  to  the  man  who  con-  ception;  and  imitate  the  admirable  ex- 
aults  the  surgeon's  pocket,  and  to  him  ample  set  you  by  Messrs.  Bateson  and 
who  pockets  the  surgeon's  fee?  Is  Mr.  Howitt,  of  Lancaster.  You  will  thus 
J.  to  be  "called  in  over  him"  in  private  effect  more  benefit  to  your  corps  than 
life,  but  to  give  him  the  pass  in  the  by  rambling  over  the  country  in  un- 
public  hospital  P  See  what  commotions,  precedented  associations,  with  croaking 
quarrels,  tends,  arise  out  of  these  ir-  twaddle  about  reform,  and  candied  corn- 
regular  movements !  I  knew  a  pro-  pliments  to  each  other, 
vincial  town,  once  famed  for  its  profes-  Cease  to  make  stare  the  rural  popu« 
sional  army,  torn  to  rags  of  discontent  lation,  north,  south,  east,  or  west." 
and  bickering,  through  this  sad  depar-  ^uv(i\eofi€v  8^  $ovx6\oi  x«l  iroifi4yts, 
ture  from  discipline.  How  should  it  x"*''^*'  \6ymy  lU^orrts,  dAX^Xoif  tpift 
be  otherwise?      First,   the  innovator  H&sBttyk^p&ffiBav/jLdrmyr'ivd^ta, 

himself,  his  chirurgical  hand  against 

every  body!    Then  his  backers — the ~ 

5hoA  L7ftl>  bacta.!^  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

tasteful  to  the  friends  of  order.     Then  Friday,  October  28,  1842. 

the  loyal  themselves,  sick  of  endless  

animosities,  giving  tfp  the  contest  in 

lamentable  trepidation.   Then  the  per-  "  Lfcet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dif^nitRtem 

paucissimi,  who  still  remain  impavid  ^irtjf  i^«rf*f*  tueri ;  potestw  modo  veniendi  in 

Siong  the  ruins  of  their  corps,  alone,  P"^^^"«»  "'•  ^*"'»»**  P*"^"»"'"  °°"  Tickro. 

unsupported,  disliked  for  their  tenacity.  

Contempt,  or  hate,  or  alienation,  every  i»n  4  t  mr  r^w  rrum  n/^rkv 

where.     Friendships  broken ;  consul-  HEALTH  OF  THE  POOR. 

tations  evaded ;  the  public  chuckling  Some  years  since  we  quoted  the  case  of 

over  the  Bellum  IntestinnnT!    Sure,  ^^  eminent  philosopher,  who  was  af- 

after  all,  to  patronize  the  irregular;  -.  ^  ,      .^,   *^        ..  ,                .       „. 

and  deserving  to  suffer  all  the  present,  ^^^^^ed  with  a  partial  amaurosis.     His 

all  the  future,  consequences  of  their  eyes  refused  one  half  of  their  duty,  so 

ignoble  interference.  that  if  he  attempted,  for  example,  to 

I  long  for  "  the  restoration."    The  yg^d  a  name  on  a  door,  he  saw  the  first 

rebellious  have  perpetrated  so  much  ,  ..           ,        ,  .,    ,,  ^  i«4*„,  ^^««  „,«.„ 

mischief,  that  I  sfiould  hail  the  return  letters  only,  while  the  latter  ones  were 

to  Older,  even  though  effected  by  a  shrouded  m  darkness. 

despotic  pacificant.    I  tretnble  at  legis-  In  like  manner,  the  Poor  Law  Com* 
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missionen,  when  they  attempt  to  ascer*  valcnt.     The   land   is   nearly   on   a 

tain  why  disease  sweeps  away  the  in-  level  .with    the    water,   the    ground 

digent  with  doable  virulence,  can  see  marshy,  and  the  sewers  open.     The 

but  one  half  of  the  causes ;  dirt  and  local  authorities  have  in  vain  endea- 

want  of  ventilation  they  can  spy  at  the  voured  to  compel  the  occupants  of  the 

distance  of  500  miles ;  but  put  down  houses  to  remove  nuisances  and  cover 

STARVATION  in  the  largest  letters,  and  the  drains  ;  like  the  cottagers  of  Glen- 

their  optic  nerves  are  no  longer  suscep-  bumie,  the  men  of  Tiverton  "  winnabe 

tible  of  impression.  fashed,"  and  their  reform  can  only  pro* 

The  censorious,  indeed,  might  quote  ceed  from  the  friendly  severity  of  the 

the  adage  "  None  are  so  blind  as  those  legislature. 

that  will  not  see"  -,  and  might  observe  Similar  evils,  in  all  their  painful 
that  evidence  is  to  be  found  in  the  ap-  varieties,  prevail  throughout  Great 
pendices  on  the  subject  of  starvation,  Britain.  According  to  Mr.  Parker, 
of  which  no  abstract  is  given  in  the  Windsor  is  beyond  comparison  the 
long  report  before  us.*  In  a  word,  the  worst  of  all  the  towns  he  has  visited. 
Poor  Law  party  is  not  pleased  with  all  "  From  the  gt^-works  at  the  end  of 
the  information  it  gets :  George  street  a  double  line  of  open, 
InfeUx  pertit  lucem,  reAi^tqae  repertam !  deep,  black,  and  stagnant  ditches  ex- 
Bearing  in  mind,  therefore,  this  im-  tends  toClewer-lane.  From  these  ditches 
pcrtantmutilation,recoIlectingthatwe  *»  intolerable  stench  is  perpetually 
are  reading  the  tragedy  of  Hamlet,  with  rising,  and  produces  fever  of  a  severe 
the  part  of  Hamlet  omitted  by  particular  character." 

desire,  we  will  touch  upon  some  of  the  Evidence  of  the  same  species  comes 
principal  points  in  this  elaborate  report,  from  the  medical  officers  of  the  Epping, 
The  firstpoint  which  he  touched  upon  West  Ham,  Bromley,  Wolverhampton, 
is  the  mortality  resulting  from  preven-  Macclesfield,  Stockport,  Wigan,  Tees- 
tible  causes.  It  seems  that  the  deaths  dale,  and  other  unions, 
in  England  and  Wales  from  epidemic.  Sometimes,  the  cottages  are  neither 
endemic,  and  contagious  diseases,  includ-  wind  nor  water-tight,  and  the  medical 
ing  the  heads  of  fever,  typhus,  and  scar-  officer  attends  labours,  where  the  wet 
latina,  amounted,  in  1838,  to  56,461 ;  ™m  down  the  walls,  and  the  light  can 
"  the  great  proportion  of  which,"  says,  ^  seen  through  the  roof.  Sometimes 
the  anther  "  are  proved  to  be  prevent-  the  cottagers  live  near  ditches,  into 
ible."  which  privies  and  pig-sties  empty  them- 
He  also  justly  refers  a  portion  of  the  selves.*  In  this  place,  there  is  a  court 
mortality  under  other  heads,  as,  for  in-  crowded  with  Irish,  and  near  it  a  con- 
stance,  diseases  of  the  respiratory  or  di-  stant  pool  of  green  water  or  mud;  in 
gestive  organs,  to  the  bad  condition  of  that  one,  there  appears  to  be  a  drain 
the  dwellings  of  the  poor.  Thus  Mr.  which  has  been  choked  up,  the  stench 
Gilbert,  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  ^^^  which  is  intolerable, 
when  acting  in  Cornwall  and  Devon,  The  town  ofStafford  has  become  used 

found  that  there  was  a  large  district  «  Another  thli«  ttat  contrilmtes  om  .  Uttle  to 

in    Tiverton,   where    fever  was  pre-  ^^  *.*f!^/>''»®"i"iJ»«»>^  "lotMhicareieMk 

^___' *^  ii«M  in  hming  op  the  dvmg  de^ed  fcr  Im- 

' ■ —  provinflr  their  jproands,  jntt  before  their  cow- 

*  Report  to  her  Majesty's  principel  Secretary  houses  and  hor-atiet,  and  at  the  very  doors  of 

ot  State  for  the  Home  l>epartment,  flrom  the  Poor  *n^>r  dweUlnff-hooaas,  and  keepliif  it  men  for  a 

Law  Commissioners,  on  an  inquiry  into  the  sani-  nosegay  aU  summer  i  for  at  this  rue  the  air  they 

Ury  condition  of  the  labounnf^  population  of  "^^  ■&  mut  needs  be  polluted  with  the  foul 

Great  Britain  •,  with  appendices.    Presented  to  ■{^*°>*  ^^^   rise  Incessantly.  *'— <Ramazzini*a 

both  Houses  of  Parliament,  by  command  of  her  ^^ti««  on  Uw  DiscMea  of  TaOtuDau  Burliah 

l^eity.  July  1843.  Li»d<m,lW  edition  of  iTOl.)                     •«—«.««»■■ 
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to  its  dirt:  ''a  local  act  for  the  improve-  with  Dr.  Amott  and  others,  into  the 

ment  of  the  town/'  says  Dr.  Edward  wynds  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow.    Dr. 

Knight,  '*  empowers  the  commissioners  Amott,  after   describing  his  passage 

to  remove  nuisances ;  but  no  notice  is  through  a  house  into  a  court  with  a 

ever  taken."  dung  receptacle  of  the  most  disgusting 

In  Liverpool,  a  medical  officer  at-  kind,  and  then  through  a  second  pas- 
tended  a  family  of  13,  twelve  of  whom  sage  into  a  second  court  with  a  similar 
had  typhus  fever,  without  a  bed  in  the  abomination,  and  then  through  another 
ce/Atr,  without  straw  or  timber  shavings  passage  to  a  third  court  and  a  third 
fineqnent  substitutes.  They  lay  on  the  dung-heap,  proceeds  to  say  :— 
floor,  and  so  crowded,  that  I  could  "There  were  no  privies  or  drains 
scarcely  pass  between  them.''  In  there,  and  the  dung-heaps  received  .ail 
another  house  he  attended  fourteen  ^^^^  which  the  swarm  of  wretched  in- 
patients, with  only  two  beds  in  the  Ji^Wtants  could  give,  and  we  learned 
y/^  ^^^^  *  considerable  part  of  the  rent  of 
"^'^•^'  the  houses  was  paid  by  the  produce  of 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Gilly,  Canon  of  Dur-  the  dung-heajis.    Thus,  worse  off  than 

ham,  has  lately  made  an  appeal    in  wild  animals,  many  of  which  withdraw 

behalf  of  the  border  peasantry,  whose  J?  a  distance,  and  conceal  their  ordure, 

,        ^  V  :i  the  dwellers  m  these  courts  had  con- 
cottages  are  patterns  of  wretchedness,  ^^rted  their  shame  into  a  kind  of  monev 

The  floor  is  of  earth,  the  windows  do  bv  which  their  lodging  was  to  be  paid. 

not  open,  and  there  is  neither  pump  The  interiors  of  these  houses  and  their 

nor  well.    The  rafters  are  rotten  and  jnmates    corresponded   with    the    ex- 

,.    ,       ,        J  *u      *!.  i.  u              ^u  tenor.     We  saw  half- dressed  wretches 

displaced,  and  the    thatch,  says    the  crowding  together  to  be  warm ;  and  in 

reverend    philanthropist,   looks    more  one  bed,  although  in  the  middle  of  the 

like  the  top  of  a  dungliill  than  of  a  day,  several  women  were  imprisoned 

cottage.  under    a   blanket,  because    as    many 

T«  ;.,.^«^fi.^r«  *\y^  *»,./.„« ^<?xr^»fi,««,  others  who  had  on  their  backs  all  the 

TojudgefTomthegToupofNorthum-  ^^^.^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  belonged  to  the 

bnan  cottages  copied  from  Dr.  Gilly,  party,  were  then  out  of  doors  in  the 

and  given  in  this  Report,  they  resemble  streets." 

Irish  huts,  the  ultima  Thnle  of  dis-  Mr.   Chadwick   says,  that   on   the 

comfort.  whole  the  condition  of  the  population 

Still,  there  it  a  lower  deep  than  this,  in  Glasgow  was  worse  than  they  had 
and  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  Scot^  seen  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain, 
land  is  worse.  The  labourers  of  Loch-  According  to  the  Poor-Law  people, 
maben  inhabit  buildings'  30  feet  in  the  moral  to  be  deduced  from  these 
length  by  16  in  breadth,  with  a  clay  painful  facts  is,  "  teach  the  poor  to  be 
floor.  Such  a  receptacle  is  usually  cleaner,  and,  if  necessary,  compel  them 
occupied  by  two  families ;  the  partitions  to  be  so  by  legislative  enactment." 
being  formed  by  the  backs  of  the  beds,  With  this  half  moral,  as  &r  as  it  goes, 
^  which  will  be  best  understood  by  de-  we  coincide  entirely  ;  and  we  should 
scribing  them  as  wooden  boxes  open  gladly  hail  a  statute  forbidding  land- 
on  one  bide."  The  windows  rarely  lords  to  build  pest-houses  for  their 
open,  the  chimneys  are  bad,  and  as  the  indigent  fellow-subjects.  But  the  re- 
searcity  of  fuel  compels  the  inmates  to  mainder  of  the  moral,  equally  true,  and 
close  the  door,  for  the  sake  of  warmth,  far  more  genial,  and  more  instructive, 
the  chamber  is  often  full  of  smoke.  is  not  to  be  forgotten.    It  is  the  lesson 

To  see  something  worse   still,  we  derived  from  these  hideous  scenes  of 

must  follow  Mr.  Chadwick  in  company  misery  in    Scotland  by  Dr.   Alison  j 
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namely,  that  the  absence  of  a  poor-law  ground  on  which  we  had  been  long 

neither  teaches  the  indigent  to  rely  on  encamped,  the  sickness  visibly  abated." 

their  own  resources,  nor  stimulates  the  In  St.  Giles's  parish,  in  London,  Mr. 

charity  of  the  rich  in  their  behalf.  Howell,  a  surveyor  of  note,  has  found 

The  next  topic  discussed  is  the  pub-  the  yard  of  a  house  covered  with  night- 
lie  arrangements  external  to  the  dwell-  soil,  to  the  depth  of  nearly  six  inches, 
ings  of  the  poor,  by  which  their  health  from  the  overflowing  of  the  privy.  In 
is  afli*cted.  This  has  already  been  Westminster,  he  is  acquainted  with 
touched  upon  in  the  preceding  section,  numberless  houses  where  there  is  no 
but  we  will  not  find  fault  with  the  drainage,  and  where  the  cellars,  being 
repetition:  constantly  flooded,  the  occupiers  are 
«deciesrepetita<fo«eM/."  obliged  to  pump  out  the  water.    This, 

Drainage,  which  is  oflen  spoken  of  however,  is  unlawful;  and  they  have 

as  if  it  had  reached  perfection,  or  nearly  to  choose  between  the  nuisance  of  the 

so,  is  generally  defective.    It  is  bad  in  stagnant  water,  and  the  paying  a  fine 

Derby,     Stockport,    Bungay,    Leeds,  of  £5.  if  detected. 

Liverpool,  Brighton,Birmingham,Edin-  Singularly  enough,  it  appears  theft 

burgh,  Travent,  Ayr,  Stirling,  CUtheroe,  night-soil,  in  London,  does  not  pay  for 

and  even  in  London  itself.  half  the  expense  of  removal  by  cartage. 

As  for  Liverpool,  it  contains  8,000  In  Edinburgh,  a  large  proportion  of 
inhabited  cellars,  with  at  least  35,000  the  contents  of  the  sinks,  drains,  and 
occupants!  Again,  the  cleansing  of  privies,  is  employed  in  irrigating  the 
streets  and  roads  is  most  wretchedly  neighbouring  meadows.  It  has  de- 
performed.  The  streets  inhabited  by  cupled  the  value  of  the  land,  but  is  ob- 
the  working  classes  in  Leeds,  Liver-  viously  injurious  in  the  neighbourhood 
pool,  and  Manchester,  are  in  a  state  of  a  large  town.  The  parties  interest- 
which  beggars  description.  In  the  ed  claim  a  vested  right  in  the  nuisance, 
district  called  Liiile  Ireland,  in  Man-  and  offer  to  discontinue  the  practice  for 
Chester,  tjie  privies,  besides  being  in  a  a  compensation  of  £150,000 ! 
most  disgraceful  state,  are  in  the  pro-  In  London  the  sewerage  is  remark- 
portion  of  2  to  250  persons.  To  show  ably  defective.  One  medical  witness 
the  style  of  living  in  such  retreats,  we  stated  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
may  mention  that  a  cellar,  once  filled  of  Commons,  in  1834,  that  four-fifths 
up  as  uninhabitable,  is  now  occupied  of  the  cases  of  severe  typhus  which  he 
by  a  weaver,  who  stops  up  the  drain  had  seen  were  either  in  houses  where 
with  clay  to  prevent  the  w^ater  flowing  the  drains  from  the  sewers  were  on- 
in,  yet  is  obliged  to  mop  it  up  every  trapped ;  or  where,  if  trapped,  they 
morning.  were  situated  opposite  gully-holes ;  and 

At  Inverness   there    are  very  few  he  cited  houses,  where  servants  sleep- 
houses  which  can  boast  either  water-  ing  in  the  lower  rooms  were  invariably 
closet  or  privy ;  and  contagious  fever  attacked  with  fever, 
is  seldom  or  ever  absent.  It  is  impossible  to  conclude  the  pre- 

Mr.  Baker  applies  to  Leeds  the  ob-  sent  article  without  hopefully  antici- 

aervations  made  by  Sir  John  Pringle  pating  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when 

on  the  causes  of  dysentery  in  camps,  the   legislature   will    put   additional 

e.  g» : — **  The  chief  cause  of  dysentery  checks  on  avarice  and  ignorance,  whe- 

appears  to  be  the  foul  straw  and  the  ther  private  or  parochial.     We  trust 

privies ;  for  as  soon  as  we  had  left  that  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  diffuse  the 
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enjoyment  of  air,  light,  water,  and  the  and  VesuTias,  the  aheUs  of  Sicily,  nnineroaB 

means    of   rapid    locomotion,    at  the  f<>«il^  and  lastly,  some  very  beanttfulpU^^ 

.,                f, .                           t_>t      t.  of  amber  shot  with   bine,   as  it  is  fonnd 

smallest  possible  expense ;   while  the  ^^  ^^  ^oast.     The  coUi^tion  of  natural 

law  shall  constantly  inculcate  that  les-  history,  which  is  ill  arranged,  forms  only  a 

son  of  antique  morality-  part  of  the  Biscari  Museum.    It  contaiua 

^                   '  lava,  Sicilian  marbles,  shells,  nunerals,  mon- 

"  Sic  tuo  utere,  ut  alienum  non  Uedas."  sters  &c. 

Mesnna, — On  account  of  its  loyal  be- 

^^«.^«»»^r.,^^Tn        c^  »,*,^«».o.o  haviour  in  the  Sicilian  revolution  of  1837, 

CONVERSAZIONE  at  ST.  THOMAS'S.  Messina  was  presented  with  a  small  university. 

#%     n«j       ^L    oi  i.  •    <.   *L     A    i.  It  contains  a  handsome  anatomical  theatre, 

On  Pnday,  the  21st  mst.  the  first  conver-  ^  ^^^portant   botanical   garden,   and  L 

ssaone  for  the  session,  by  permission  of  the  ^.^        J  ^^ ^^  ^^1^^^    *The  O^edale 

Trc^urer,  Abel  Chapman,  Esq    was  given  ^.^/.^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  ,„j,„,,      ^^  ^^ 

by  the  teachers  and  lecturer*  of  St.  Thomas  s  ^^^  ^^          ^j^^    ^^^,  ^           ^^^^^ 

^^P^'     The  business  of  the  evening  was  ^        ^^^  ^^  suiS«ifuUy  treated  with 

openedby  Mr.  Gnunger,  by  an  address,  m  tarta^  emetic,  local  and  generJ  blood-letting, 

which  a  summary  was  given  of  the  recent  ^^^^     ^^  ^         »  ^^    ^i^    y^^^^ 

diacovenea  made  by  the  microscope  *  ;  after  ^^^J  ^^  ward,  for  patients,  it  contains 

which  the  powerful  and  improved  oxy-hy-  ^^^  foundling  hospital,  in  which  from  35  to 

drogen    microscope,  constructed  by  Rom,  50  children  are  received  monthly.     Many  of 

under  the  duwtiona  of  Dr.  Leeson,  of  St  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  .^  the  country,  for 

rniomas's,  was  exhibited  m  the  Theatre  of  ^^^j^  ^^  payment  is  a  piastre  a  month. 

Hie  Hospital.    The  phenomena  of  polarisa-  ^^  boyrare  kept  tiU  their  seventh  yey, 

ticm  were  most  successfidly  shewn,  and  m  ^^    .^  ^  ^^j^  g^  ^^  4,,^^  -^  ^^ey  are 

addition  many  objects  which  excited  consider-  „ot\aopted,  are  transferred  to  the  Om- 

ahle  cunosity :  we  were  parbcularly  ^^^^^^^  ,errfl#oHo,   or    orphan    asylum.      In    the 

onfir8tentenngthcgreathdl,withthebril.  j.      j^^    hospital,  which    contains    twelve 

liancy  and  effect  given  to  the  room,  by  the  ^  pregnant  women  are  received  during 

numereus  lamps  and  magnifioent  microscopes  ^^  eighth  month. 

which  crowded  the  long  toble  in  the  centre  j^,^t^  chief  hospital  at  Rome,  for 

of  the  room.     It  was  a  pleasing  dedication  to  ^^  ^      ^  ^  g^  ^  .^^^^  „^r  Mount 

micrMcopic  science.  In  the  committee  room  g^.    ^^^^^  ^^  ^^1^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  street. 

Bdjoining    the    hall,   tea    and  coffee  were  This  hospital  is  capable  of  containing  2000 

liberally  provided.      Among  the  company  patients,andcomprehcnds  the  lunatic  asylum, 

present,  which  consisted  ofnearly  SIX  hundred  [^^  ^  penitentiary  for  women,  San  Mi- 

persons,  comprising  many  German.  Italian,  ^^^^^      ^^  j^^^^^        1^„^  ^l,i^  ^  ^^ 

and  French,  in  addition  to  many  disUnguished  ^^^       .^  ^y^^  ^^^          ^-^^  ^hai„,^  ^.^  j, 

English    professors,    we    observed  R.H.  ^^^    ^^^^    ^   Btrangers.      The    medical 

Puceon.  Esq.  Treasurer  of  Chnsts  Hospital ;  ^^.^.       ^  ^^  htmpiUti  is  conducted  by  De 

James  BenUey,  Esq.  Treasurer  of  St.  Bartho-  j^^g .  jt  consisto  merely  of  lectures  in  a 

lomcw's ;    Prince  of  the  Druses.  Bcyrout ;  ^^^  ^^^^     The  wards  are  very  Urge, 

if.  Capitane  Nagy  dc  Golantha;  Professor  ^j^^  ^^^^    ^^    apothecary's    shop  well 

Mitscheriich,    BerUn  ;    ProfeMor    Cupan  ;  ^^^^    thelatter  is  provided  with  a  bark- 

Dr^Dieffenbach ;  M.  dc  hi  StoU;   Sir  G.  „m.*^e    baths    are  very  elegant,  and 

Lefevre;   W.  Wilbams,  Esq.  M.P.;   Pro-  furnished  with  materiab  for  vapour  hatha. 

feasor  Brande ;  Professor  Cooper,  and  man/  rpj^^  ^^    ^^^^  fo^  non-febrile  patients  is 

other  distinguished  men.  ^  ovaiceB  of  meat  and  half  a  foglietta  of 

• : wine.    The  anatomical  lecture-room  is  very 

frvi^  uocPTTAT  Q  nw  TTAT  Y  bcautiful.     The  cabinet  contains  a  specimen 

THE  HOSPITALS  OF  ITALY.  ^^  ^  ^^^y^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^ ;  and  also  wax 

Br  Dr  St&ickke.  preparations. 

r^     ,  ,  .  - ,«.  T  Not  far  from  this,  in  the  Lungare,  is  the 

[Concluded  from  p.  MS.]  Botenical  Garden.    The  plants  are  arranged 

'  according  to  the  Linnsean  system,  trees  in 

'  CW««i.-Thi.  town  contain,  two  very  «»  ^^'  ^^^.  »  ^Jf^^P^ 

iDt»«^  cbineto,  the  one  belonging  tb  "^^  "J.*^  ''"'^iS^'T^  S! 

Museum.    The  former  contains  a  geognostic  ^^^  ^^*,  /^I",'  f  h*«.  r«^  ^00  bed« 

•P««*»«"  of  the  formi  of  l»Ta  from  Etn«  ^ „^X?mtaocl, for who«.  we  leren  bed. 

~. — „    „   .       ,  .  . ..  "    are  wpropriated  to  mde  ud  dx  to  female 

*::5XJre&"'oS??SSrLr,ir'^  patieSTth.  .pado«  d«.ghter.ho«..  i. 
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alflo  worthy  of  notioe ;  it  ii  ntuatod  near  the  dtrectioii  of  Urn  Porta  San  Oalh,  ooiihuw 

hospital,  in  the  direction  of  the  Tiber.    A  in  one  division  an  hotpice  for  incurable  pa- 

sti^axn  of  water  flows  through  it,  and  it  ia  tients,  and  in  the  other  a  well-arranged 

▼cry  clean  and  jadidonsly  fitted  up.  lunatic  asylam,  founded  tmder  Ije^pold  II. 

Ftorenee. — Two  institadona  deserre  re-        The  Sathitif  Lucca  an  mtaatied  two  ^o$ita 

mark  in  Florenoey  the  one  more  interestioig  from  Lucca,  in  a  romantic  valley,  between 

to  the  physician,  the  other  to  the  philosopher,  shady  mountains.    The  Bagni  di  Villa  are 

The  first  is  the  Areitpedale  di  Sia,  Maria  the  highest  spring,  the  hottest  being  the 

Nuova^  intended  for  the  practical  improve-  Bagiu  ealdi,  or  Doieea  alie,  which  are  of  the 

ment  of  the  young  doctors  of  the  University  temperature  of  45^  of  Reaumur,  or  133^° 

of  Pisa,  as  this  town  possesses  no  hospitals  of  ^ihrenheit.  llkere  are  five  bathing  houses, 

sufficiently  large.     It  is  also  intended  for  to  which  the  water  is  conducted  by  leaden 

lectures  on    every  preHminary  branch    of  pipes ;  the  spring  San  Bemabo  alone  rises 

knowledge,  which  here,  as  in  the  rest  of  near  the  new  and  elegant  house  belonging  to 

Italy,  are  gratuitous.    Ihewardsof  the  hos-  it,  which  contains   nine  bath  rooms  and 

pital,  whieh  are  built  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  different  apparatus  for  douches,  including 

are  extremely  clean  and  orderly ;  they  oom-  ascending  ones.     Its  temperature  is  32^  R. 

tarn  2000  beds.    Dr.  Betti  is  the  Director,  or  104''  F.  The  Villa,  which  is  of  the  same 

the  well-known  Bufalini  the  Professor  of  the  temperature,  contains  public  baths,  one  for 

medical  c/im'fiM,  and  Andreini  of  the  surgical,  each  sex,  bathing  rooms,  and  douches.  The 

Sixteen  physicians,  in  all,  are  attached  to  fifth  house  is  S.  Giovanni,  whose  water,  aa 

the  hospital.    Besides  his  morning  eUnique,  well  as  that  of  the  Villa,  is  also  drunk. 

Bufalini,  like  the  other  professors,  gives  Carini  is  the  official  physician  of  the  wateriug. 

lectures  in  the    hospital.      The  gabinetto  place,  and  director  of  the  hospital ;  he  cornea 

patoloffico,  which  was  founded  in  1824,  and  here  only  in  July  and  August,  Dr.  Der^ 

transferred  hither  in  1832,  is  open  twice  a  being  resident  during  the  rest  of  the  time, 
day.     It  is  well  arranged,  and  particularly        lie  BalKt  o/Pisa  are  situated  at  the  end 

rich  in  diseases  of  the  bones.    Many  prepa-  of  the  plain  in  which  Pisa  lies,  four  Italian 

rations,  which  would  have  been  damaged  if  miles  ftom  the  town,  at  the  foot  of  the  bare 

kept  in  spirit,  have  been  copied  in  wax.    A  and  stony  mountain,  San  Giuliano.     Medi- 

Buudl  botanical  garden  is  connected  with  tkie  cally  speaking,  they  are  more  efficacious  than 

hospital.  those  of  Lucca,  but  they  are  destitute  of 

The  second  institution,  the  JItcMO,  which  every  thing  attractive.  The  only  walk  is  a 
is  usually  called  Specola,  from  the  adjoining  green  planted  with  trees.  The  springs  are 
observatory,  is  near  the  Pitti  Palace.  An-  an  earthy  and  saline  mineral  water,  the  warm 
tinori  is  the  director,  Amici  the  director  of  one  being  of  the  temperature  of  35^  R.,  or 
the  observatory,  Nesti  professor  of  mine-  110}**  P.,  the  cold  one  23*^  R.,  or 
ralogy  and  geology,  and  Maxzi  of  zoology  83}^  F.  Each  of  the  two  bath  houses, 
and  sootomy.  Since  Nobili's  death,  the  which  stand  before  the  pump-room,  is  sup- 
chair  of  physics  haa  been  unoccupied.  The  plied  by  both  springs,  and  possesses  two 
richest  collections  are  at  the  service  of  these  public  baths,  one  for  each  sex.  They  con- 
professors,  the  most  celebrated  of  which  is  tain,  together,  thirty-six  bathing  room?, 
the  anatomical  cabinet  of  wax  figures,  which  which  for  the  most  part  are  provided  with 
is  open  to  the  public  daily  from  9  to  3.  douches. 

Contrary  to  the  almost  universal  usage  of        Genoa  does  not  belie  its  epithet  of  la 

Italy,  the  government  takes  care  that  this  euperba  in  its  hospitals,  its  poor-house,  and 

ooUection  shall  progress  with  the  march  of  its  university,  which  are  chiefly  oonstructed 

science.    Thus  the  germination  of  crypto-  of  marble.  The  Albergo  dei  Poveri,  in  front 

gamic  plants,  represented  according  to  the  of  the  PoWaCsr&OHura,  has  beautiful  marble 

microscopic   investigations    of   Amid,   haa  stairs ;  the  spacious  entrance-hall  is  adorned 

lately  been  added ;  and  Mazzi  is  occupied  with  statues  of  the  benefectors  of  the  insti- 

vrith  putting  up  the    shells  according  to  tution,  and  is  paved  with  squares  of  white 

Cuvier's  system,  and  replacing  the  collection  and  black  marble,  which,  in  the  work-rooms, 

of  butterflies,  which  was  much  daauged,  by  however,  is  replaced  by  bricks  in  a  very  bad 

a  new  one.    The  wax  preparations  of  the  state.    The  church  is  decorated  with  marble 

sootomical  collection  are  augmented,  and  the  columns,  and  a  bas-relief  by  Michael  Angelo. 

less  perfect  ones  improved,  e.  g,  the  repre-  The  institution  occupies  1000  women  and 

sentation  of  the  development  of  the  chicken  800  men.     Children  are  received  from  their 

in  the  egg,  according  to  Malpighi.  fourth  year,  and  in  their  fourteenth  may 

The  physical  cabinet,  which  is  particularly  resolve  whether  they  will  remain  there  or  go 

interesting,  from  possessing  the  tube  with  out.     The  girls,  when  they  marry,  receive 

mhkh  Galileo  discovered  the  satellites  of  200  francs  as  a  dowry  from  the  commune. 

Jnpitar,  as  well  aa  the  observatory,  contain  Meat  is  given  three  times  a  week,  and  wine 

the  newest  and  moat  costly  instraments.  on  Sundays  and  holidays.    There  are  rooms 

The  hospital  of  San  Sonifaeio^  in  the  for  the  manufectnre  of  wool,  lilk,  linen,  cot. 
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SL"? i^  mr^^^lJ^  ^  ?****  BLOOD-CORPUSCLES; 

CMM  of  Ulness,  the  more  leriooa  ones  beuig  ^^w^*  wo^/^iko. 

remoted  to  the  town ;   and  a  school  for  th«  "^" 

diUdren.  A  prize  ia  given  yearly  to  the  best  ^hb  discovery  of  the  blood-corpnsdes  by 

workman.  Malpighi  was  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  micro- 

The  great  hospital  Fiammattone,  in  the  scopic  study,  and  aince  that  event  few  objects 

▼icinity  of  the  theatre,  is  a  Uirge  square,  with  ^^^  l^een  more  solicitously  examined.     It 

arcades,  supported  by  marble  pillars,  around  ^"  ^^^  agreed  that  they  are  minute,  flattened, 

a  court  paved  with  marble.     A  beautiful  transparent  cells,  containing  (at  least  during 

marble  staircase,  covered  with  statues  of  ^'^  P|eriod  of  their  existence)  round  or  oval 

benefactors,  leads  to  the  wards,  which  are  nudei,  and  having  incorporated  in  them  all 

attended  by  the  sisters  of  Mercy,  and  where  the  red  colouring  matter  of  the  blood, 
the  medical  eUmqu€  is  heU.  '•  Form  and  atze.    Iliey  are  circular  in 

Not  far  from  it  stands  ths  OtpediUetio,  ™f  '^  in  all  mammalia,  except  the  camel 

which,  in  its  lower  rooms,  contains  700  in-  tribe  in  which  they  are  elliptical ;  and  they 

curable  patients,  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages ;  "^  elliptical  in  all  other  vertebrate,  except 

and  300  lunatics  upstairs,  in  very  dirty  wards,  certain  cydoatomes,  in  which  th^  are  drcu- 

the  furious  ones  bdng  together,  and  in  chains.  ^*      ^^  a11  they  are  flattened  and  have 

For  the  Ixmatics  a  well  arranged,  but  badly  rounded  borden.     Whrther  their  surfaoea 

situated,  asylum  is  being  built  in  the  marshy  ^  slightly  concave  or  convex  depends  on 

tract  fronting  the  Porta  dell  *Areo,  near  the  sanations  in  the  quantity  of  their  contents 

noisy  pande.    It  consists  of  a  round  central  I'bich  may  ensue  either  within,  or  after  their 

building,  with  six  wings,  m  the  two  lower  «moval  from,  the  body.     In  invertebrate 

stories  of  which  are  300  cells  j  in  the  third  they  are  leas  numerous,  but  more  varied  in 

one,  halls  for  walking ;  and  below  ground,  ^^^^^  >  ^^^  the  most  part  they  are  insular, 

two  dark  and  padded  rooms,  eight  cells  for  granukur,  roundish,  nucleated  corpuscles, 
furious  patients,  and  twelve  baths.    To  pre-         ^t  is  difficult  to  discern  any  strict  connec- 

vent  accidents  the  doore  are  entirely  covered  tion  between  the  various  sizes  of  these  bodies 

with  wire  lattices,  and  the  stairs  up  to  above  ™^  the  other  parte  of  the  organism  of  dif- 

a  man's  height.  ferent  animals.    Among  mammalia  those  of 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  Aquaaola  walk  is  the  the  elephant  are  the  largest ;   then  come 

institntion  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  founded  those  of  the  papybara  and  rhinoceroa ;   then 

in  1818,  and  now  containing  37  pupils,  who  those  of  man,  which  have  an  avenge  diame- 

are  instructed  in  writing,  geography,  biblical  ter  of  about  1.3500th  or  1  -4000th  of  an  inch, 

and  Roman  history,  natural  philosophy,  and  ^°  general  thoae  of  ruminants  are  smaller 

religion.    The  attempt  to  have  the  words  than  those  of  other  mammalia ;   and  the 

articulated  is  not  made  here.    The  institu-  imallest  yet  known  are  those  of  the  little 

tion  is  open  to  the  public  from  10  to  12  on  chevrotain  and  Napu  musk-deer,  of  which 

Wednesday  and  Friday,  while  instruction  is  the  average  diameter  is  less  than  1  -  12000th  of 

going  on.  an  inch.    An  examination  the  of  elaborate 

Ais  let  Baintf  or,  in  Savoy,  is  situated  tebles  by  Mr.  Gulliver  shows  that  the  size 

four  English  miles  from  Chamberg,  and  one  ^f  the  corpuscles  in  mammalia  is  not  uncon- 

from  the  agreeable  lake  of  Bourget.     Its  ditionally    proportionate  to  that  of    each 

warm  baths  were  used  by  the  Romans  under  ^i^uiibI,  or  according  to  the  nature  of  its  food, 

the  name  of  Aqua  Gratiana.    Aix  has  two  ^^t  there  ia  evidence  enough  that  in  each 

springs ;  the  dum  spring,  at  a  temperature  Ri'^t  division  of  the  class,  the  size  of  the 

of  36^  R.,  or  113^  F.,  rises  on  the  mountain  blood-corpuades  is,  with  few  exceptions, 

behind  the  bathing-house ;  Hie  sulphureous  directly  proportionate  to  that  of  theanimal'a 

spring,  at  35^  R.,  or  110|^  F.,  rises  in  the  ^^1  >  a^d  that,  in  general,  thoae  of  omni- 

bnilding  itself.  The  bath-house  contains  two  '^^^  ^*^  larger  than  those  of  herbivore ;  so 

mud  baths,  one  fbr  gentlemen,  the  other  for  th£.t  if  the  kind  of  food  and  the  size  of  the 

ladies,  which  are  supplied  from  the  aluminous  nuimmal  be  known,  the  size  of  its  blood- 

■pring ;  douches ;  twenty  bath-rooms,  sup-  corpuscles  may  be  probably  estimated, 

plied  from  both  the  springs ;  and  sulphureous  .  "^  \nx6B  there  is  a  greater  uniformity  of 

vapour  baths.  bu»  snd  shape  in  the  blood-corpuscles  than 

8,  Gervaii  is  a  spring  in  Savoy,  near  the  ^  mammalia,  an4,  aooording  to  Mr.  Gulliver, 

Arve,  in  a  very  romantic  district,  between  ^  nearer  relation  between  their  aize  and  that 

the  Sallancbes  and  Chamonni.    It  is  of  the  of  the  body.     They  are  the  smallest  of  the 

temperature  of  32^  R.,  or  104°  F.,  and  elliptical   blood-oorpuscles,    thoae   of    the 

contains  sulphate  of  soda.      The  bathing  camel  tribe  excepted  i   they  are  generally 

establishments  contein  twenty-four    bath-  rather  less  than  twice  as  long  as  they  are 

rooms,  as  weU  as  douches.     Dr.  de  Mey  is  broad,  measuringaboutl-2000thbyl -4000th 

the  proprietor  and  physician.— -Zet^Ari/3r  ^<a  inch,  and  about  six  times  as  long  as  they 

fur  die  giemmmie  Modiein.  ve  thick.      In  reptiles,  the  laigeat  and,  by 

...^.  oompariaon,  the  thinnest,  blood-corpuscles 
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yet  known  occur  ;  and  Wagner  remarks  it  fishes,  where  the  discs  are  much  more  nit'* 

as  a  general  rule,  which  Mr.  Owen  confirms,  merous,   and  the   filaments  proportionally 

that  the  longer  the  hranchial  apparatus  per-  longer.) 

sists,  the  larger  are  the  hlood-corpuscles.  'Die  filament  thus  formed  is  flat  and  deeply 
Thus,  in  the  Proteus  they  are  about  1  •350th  grooyed  on  both  surfoces,  being  thereby 
of  an  inch  long,  in  the  Syren  1.435th  by  thinner  in  the  middle  than  at  the  edges.  The 
l-108th;  in  the  batrachian  reptiles  generally,  edges  are  rounded;  and  when  seen  on  its 
about  1 -1000th  by  1 -3000th;  and  their  edge,  the  filament  at  first  sight  seems  to  con- 
thickness  is  not  more  than  one  eighth  of  sist  of  segments  separated  from  one  another 
their  length.  This  rule,  however,  fiiils  when  by  oblique  lines.  When  perfected,  the  fila- 
one  comes  to  fish,  in  which  the  branchial  ment  undergoes  Tarious  changes :  sometimes 
apparatus  is  persistent  and  perfect ;  for  in  unwinding  itself  into  a  straight  fibre ;  at 
them  the  blood-corpuscles,  though  resembling  others,  continuing  circular,  while  smaller 
those  of  reptiles,  are  generally  smaller  and  coils  of  similar  filaments  are  formed  within 
less  elongated.  it  from  a  residual  portion  of  the  nucleus. 

b.      Structure  and  Compontion.      The  In  all  cases  the  filament  is  reproduced  by 

blood-corpuscles  are  generally  regarded  as  self-division,  so  that  out  of  a  single  filament 

primary  nucleated  cells,  and  no  one  doubts  a  fasciculus  may  be  formed.     Such  changes 

that  those  of  birds  and  the  lower  vertebrata  are  seen  going  on  in  coagulating  blood.  Thib 

consist  of  an  external  cell,  formed  of  an  ex-  filaments  now  mentioned  exactly  resemble 

tremely  delicate,  soft,  and  elastic  membrane,  those  which  are  found  in  a  great  many  both 

in  and  within  which  all  the  colouring  matter  animal  and  vegetable  tissues,  nor  can  any 

seems  to  be  contained,   and  of  an  internal  definite  line  of  distinction  be  drawn  among 

parietal  nucleus,  generally  similar  in  form  the  gradations  firom  them  to  the  double  spiral 

to  the  cell,  but  about  one  fourth  its  size,  filament,  of  which  Dr.  Barry  believes  thai 

colourless,  and  in  the  large  corpuscles  of  the  primitive  fibrils  of  muscle,  and  certain 

some  of  the  amphibia  containing  a  number  other  tissues,  are  composed, 
of  distinct  grannies.  In  all  cases  in  which  a  nucleus  is  present. 

It  is  questioned,  however,  especially  by  it  differs  in  chemical  characters  finom  the 
Valentin,  Wagner,  and  Gulliver,  whether  the  celL  The  colouring  matter,  or  hsematosine, 
corpuscles  of  mammalia  have  nuclei,  or  is  easily  soluble  in  water,  by  which  it  may  be 
whether  the  central  spot  be  not  merely  pro-  completely  washed  out  of  the  enveloping 
duoed  by  the  accumulation  of  the  colouring  cells.  The  latter  are  composed  of  a  peculiar 
matter  at  the  circumference.  Henle  would  albuminous  substance  (^17/eMBit  of  Berxelius)^ 
decide  the  question  by  saying  that,  in  a  few  which  only  slowly  dissolves  in  water ;  the 
of  these  small  corpuscles,  there  are  nuclei ;  nuclei  consist  of  a  different  albuminous  sab* 
but  that  in  the  majority,  (and  these  the  most  stance,  more  like  coagulated  fibrine,  which  is 
fully  developed,)  there  are  none ;  so  that  he  quite  insoluble  in  water,  and  tiiey  contain  so 
thinks  it  probable,  that  here,  as  in  some  other  large  a  quantity  of  inorganic  matter,  that 
cases,  the  nucleus,  after  the  cell  is  perfected,  they  completely  retain  their  form,  and,  ap- 
is gradually  absorbed.  parently,  their  substance  after  combustion. 

According  to  Dr.  Barry,  the  young  blood-  Purpose.  Dr.  Barry's  and  others'  facts 
corpuscle  in  all  the  vertebrata  is  a  mere  disc,  make  it  nearly  certain  that  the  blood-cor- 
with  a  depression  in  the  centre.  In  mam-  puscles  take  an  important  part  in  nutrition, 
malia  it  retains  this  form ;  in  the  other  classes  if  not  in  providing  the  materials  of  the 
the  disc  becomes  a  nucleated  cell.  The  nu-  tissues  ready  formed,  yet  in  giving  them  their 
cleus  at  first  communicates  by  a  pellucid  on-  due  capacity  for  development.  In  some 
fioe  ("  nucleolus'')  with  the  exterior  of  the  cases  of  repaiftion,  indeed,  as  of  fractnred 
corpuscle,  this  orifice  occupying  the  place  of  bones,  the  Hunterian  opinion  that  the  effused 
the  depression  in  the  original  due.  The  on-  blood  becomes  the  bond  of  union  is  strength- 
fice  be^mes  narrower,  and  the  nucleus  finely  ened  by  the  knowledge  of  the  changes  which 
granular,  and  these  changes  immediately  pre-  the  blood-corpuscles  may  undergo ;  but  the 
cede  the  division  of  the  nucleus  into  minute  present  evidence  is  insufficient  to  make  it 
discs.  The  discs,  whose  number  is  multiplied  probable  that  they,  or  any  formed  parts  of 
by  successive  divisions  and  gradual  appro-  them,  are  effused  in  ordinary  nutrition, 
priation  of  the  nucleus  from  its  circumference  Wagner  and  Henle  suppose  that  during  all 
towards  its  centre,  arrange  themselves  so  as  their  circulation,  the  hlood-corpuscles,  by 
to  form  a  flat  filament,  having  an  appearance  the  energy  which  they  like  other  primary 
the  same  as  that  which  he  finds  to  be  pre-  cells  may  possess,  are  occupied  in  giving  to 
sented  by  fibrein  all  the  filamentous  structures  the  blood  Uie  constitution  necessary  for  nu- 
of  the  body.  According  to  the  number  of  trition,  secretion,  &c.  And  this  seems  highly 
discs,  this  filament  forms  within  the  blood-  probable.  It  is  not  so  reasonable,  for  ex- 
corpuscle  either  a  ring  (as  in  man  and  most  ample,  to  suppose  that  the  effects  of  respira- 
mammalia,  where  there  are  comparatively  tion  are  finished  in  the  lungs,  as  to  believe 
few),  or  a  odl  (as  in  birds,  amphibia,  and  that  the  influence  of  the  oxygen  (Ussolved  in 
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thebloodyuaooomplished  daring  the  general  Jiminution  of  fibrine  in  the  blood  daring 

circulation,  "through  the  medium   of  these  typhos  the  following  symptoms,  which  are 

cells  with  which  it  is  continually  in  contact,  of  so  frequent  occurrence : —  1.  The  ten- 

and  which  might  be  compared  to  floating  dency  to  congestions  in  different  organs, 

gland-cells. — Mr.  Paget*9  Report  on  the  Mu  which  scarcely  bear  the  name  of  inflamma- 

eroecope.  tions.     2    The  hiemorrhagies  and  effusions 

■  of  blood  into  internal  cavities.     3.  Small 

M.  DE  RENZI  ON  TYPHUS  FEVER,  interstitial    sub-epidermic    and  submucous 

hsemorrhages,  forming  spots,  suffusions,  pe- 

An  epidemicof  typhus  fever,  which  occurred  **^^*;  *f;~^'  Filiatre  Sebezio,  and  Ga- 

in  March  and  April.  1841,  forms  the  object  '""  Mtdicale. 

of  this  memoir.     The  disorder  raged  with  — — 

great  severity.      The  most  severe  and  fre-  MICROSCOPIC  CHARACTER  OFTHE 

quent  phenomena  were  ^ose  of  affections  of  gPUTA  IN  PHTHISIS, 
the  brain,  the  malady  at  its  commencement 

sometimes  assuming  the  character  of  apo-  

plexy.  M.  Sandras  read  before  the  Academy  of 

M.  de  Renzi  took  advantage  of  this  op-  Medicine  a  paper  on  this  subject.     He  con- 

portunity  to  pursue  his  researches  into  the  siders  the  results  of  repeated  microscopic  ez- 

composition  of  the  blood  in  typhus,  and  the  amination  of  the  sputa  in  phthisis,  to  confirm 

following  are  the  results  of  his  investiga-  the  idea  of  their  possessing  a  specific  nature, 

tions  in  a  large  number  of  cases.     He  agrees  and  famishes  an  important  means  of  diag- 

with  Andral  and  Gavarret — I.  That  the  clot  nosis.    These  researches  possess,  moreover, 

IS  usually  soft  and  oleaginous.     2.  That  the  the  advantage  that,  in  their  repetition,  they 

fibrine  is  in  smaller  quantity  than  in  healthy  require  no  particular  care  or  dexterity, 

blood.      3.  The  globules  are  increased  in  He  discovers  in  the  sputa  of   phthisis 

quantity.     4.  The  cruor  is  readily  dissolved  numerous  globules,  rounded,  separated  from 

in  the  serom,  colouring  it  red,  and  being  one  another,  of  a  greyish -white  colour,  cor- 

precipitated  from  it  in  the  form  of  a  powdery  responding  in  size  and  shape  with  the  glo- 

sediment.     The  hematosine  has  little  cohe-  bules  of  pus.  but  differing,  inasmuch  afl  the 

renoe  with  the  globules  and  the  fibrine.  latter  are  usually  circumscribed,  whereas  the 

In  addition  to  these  observations  already  former  are  covered  on  their  surface  by  a 

advanced  by  the  French  physicians,  M.  de  flocculent  layer  not  separable  by  washing. 

Renzi  adds  other  equally  important  charac-  Another  peculiarity  in  these  globules  is,  that 

teni.     Thus,  in  addition  to  the  increased  they  are  nearly  opaque  at  the  centre,  and 

quantity  of  globules,  and  their  easy  separa-  gradually  become  more  transparent  towards 

tion  firom  the  colouring  matter,  they  appear  the  circumference. 

to  be  deprived  of  their  central  nucleus,  and  All  phthisical  patients,  however,  do  not 
seem  less  compact,  less  solid,  and,  so  to  expectorate  sputa  of  this  nature ;  neither  do 
apeak,  less  alive.  In  the  second  place,  there  all  the  sputa  from  the  same  patient  present 
exists  in  the  blood  during  typhus  fever  a  pe-  similar  characters.  This  is  not  to  be  won- 
culiar  odour,  as  if  it  had  undergone  the  dered  at.  inasmuch  as  the  source  of  the  ex- 
commencement of  putrefisction.  pectorated  matter  varies,  sometimes  consist- 
In  spite  of  the  occurrence  of  all  these  ing  of  pus  from  a  taberculous  cavity,  at 
alterations,  M.  de  Renzi  does  not  profess  others  being  mixed  with  bronchial  mucus, 
that  the  cause  of  typhus  fever  exists  uni-  It  is,  moreover,  remarkable  that  these 
formly  in  a  change  in  the  composition  of  the  globules  cannot  always  be  detected  in  the 
blood ;  this  is  regarded  by  him  as  only  one  pus  derived  from  tuberculous  glands  and  in 
of  a  great  train  of  symptoms.  We  must  intestinal  ulcerations  of  the  same  nature, 
equally  take  into  account  the  nervous  lesion  The  author  remarks  that  he  has  repeatedly 
characterised  by  stupor  and  muscular  pros-  examined  the  sputa  in  cases  of  simple  catarrh, 
tration,  as  well  as  the  alteration  in  the  intes-  and  found  them  to  correspond  with  those 
tinal  mncous  membrane.  from  phthisical  patients,  with  the  exception 
-M.  de  Renzi  considers  these  researches  of  the  globules.  They  presented  only  cor- 
into  the  composition  of  the  blood  in  typhus  puscles  differing  from  the  phthisical  glo- 
to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  many  of  bules : — 1st,  in  that  they  were  not  separated 
the  phenomena  occurring  in  the  course  of  from  one  another  ;  2d,  they  had  not  all  the 
this  disorder.  We  know  that  M.  Magendie  same  size  ;  3d,  they  frequently  disappeared 
found  hseniorrhages  and  congestions  to  oc-  under  the  microscope ;  4th,  they  were  stri- 
cur  in  animals  in  proportion  to  the  degree  ated  on  their  surface. 
in  which  he  diminished  the  quantity  of  In  spite  of  the  distinguishing  characters, 
fibrine  in  their  blood  ;  and  M.  de  Renzi  the  author  remarks  that  there  are  many 
thinks  we  may,  by  analogy,  attribute  to  the  cases  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  form  a  deci- 
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sion,  and  thew  eKpeaaXij  where  the  physical  five  cases  of  this  kind  the  author  tried  the 

signs  and  the  course  of  the  disease  appeared  iodine    injections,    and     was     completely 

to  contradict  the  indications  afforded  by  the  snccessfal.     In  dropsy  of  the  artienlar  cavt- 

microscope.      In    genersl,     however,     the  ties  the  operation  would  seen  to  be  more 

autopsy  gave  confirmation  to  the  microscope*  dangerous.     M.  Yelpean  tried  this  plan  in 

— Smneea  de  I'Academie  d9  Mtdeeine,  two  cases ;  one  was  cured,  but  in  the  other 


— case  it  did  not  succeed ;  but  he  has  recently 

PROPERTIES  OF  VEGETABLE  employed  a  more  simple  niode  of  operating 

m  cases  of  hydrarthosis,  and  the  results  lead 

ALBUMEN.  jjim  to  hope  that  it  will  be  as  easy  to  cure 

■  «  this   disease  as  hydrocele  with  iodine  in- 

As  the  organic  arrangement  of  Ae  ultimate  jections.— /6irf. 
vegetable  tissue  presents  some   analogy  to 


that  of  animals,   so  do    their    secretions.  SKATE  LIVER  OIL 

Vegetable  albumen  is  identical  with  animal 

albumen  (white  of  egg,  albumen   of  the      phbfbrablb  as  a  therapkutic  aobnt 
blood);  tained  ghiten  is  analogous  to  caseum,  to  cod-livbr  oil, 

and  the  starch  contained  in  the  cells  of  the  

pototo    resembles    ceUum    in    the    closest  The  disagreeable  odour  and  taste  of  cod  liver 

manner.     Inulme,  and  immediate  principle  ^^  y^^^  jt  would  appear,  led  to  the  substi- 

contained  in  the  cells  of  the  dahlia,  inula  tution  of  the  oil  obtained  from  the  liver  of  the 

helenium,  Ac.,  is  analogous  to  fecnla;  cane  g^ate  (Raia  clavata  and  R.  bath)  in  place 

sugar  is  contamed  in  the  beet  root ;  raism  ^f  it.      In  Holland  and  Belgium  this  oil  is 

sugar  in  the  malleoli  of  many  sweet  fruits ;  preferred  to  that  of  the  cod,  as  being  both 

finaUy,  different  colouring  matters,  the  filed  i^  disagreeable  to  the  taste  internally,  and 

and  essential  oils,  vegetable  alkalis,  and  even  ^Xio  fully  more  efficacious  in  its  therapeutic 

the  mineral  salts,  are  enclosed  in  the  ulti-  ^^^^     ^M.  Girardin  and  Preisser  were 

mate    tissue    of    the  vegetoble    kmgdom.  therefore  induced  carefully  to  analyze  it, 

Thus,  plants  secrete  not  on^y  the  ▼cgeUble  ^^^  fo^nd  it  to  contain  a  per  centage  more 

alkahs,  but  kkewise  contem  mineral  alkalis  ^f  the  ioduret  of  potassium  than  the  cod-liver 

and  salts,   which  they  have  derived  from  oil.  whilst,  in  point  of  purity  and  other  pro- 

the  Iwsomofthe  earth,  and  which  we  sepa-  perties,  it  appeared  to   be  superior  to  it. 

ratefrom  them  by  incineration.  rf^ey  therefore  recommend  it  as  a  valuable 

The  vegetable  albumen,  which  IS  contained  substitute  for  the  more  nauseous  article  at 

in  such  large  quantities  in  vegetable  tissues,  pregent  in  use.— /otirwff/  de  Pharmaeie  ; 

and  perrorms  functions  analogous  to  those  ^^|„,  ^^  ^^  ^f^^.^  Journal, 
of  the  mucous  membrane  in  animals,  com* 
municates  to  the  ligneous  cells  (and  con- 
sequently  to  wood)  the  aptitude  of  Uking  on  NON-RESTRAINT  SYSTEM. 

the  dry  or  moist  putrefactive  process ;  for  

this  albumem  is  an  azotised  substance,  and 

identical  with  an  animal  matter  which  is  in         ^o  the  Editor  qftke  Medical  Gazette, 

the  highest  degree  prone  to  putrefaction.  ^^^ 

The  absence  of  albumen,   and    the  com-  Although  I  am  anxious  to  disabuse  the 

pactness  of.the  hgneous  fibres  in  acacia  pnblic  mind  of  an  impression  studiously  and 

wood,  explam  why  it  remains  sound  under  dexterously  circulated,  both  in  this  kingdom 

drcumstanoes   which   destroy  every  other  „  ^gU  as  in  foreign  parts,  that  the  prac- 

kindof  wo0d.—ProwiicMi/lf#rf»ca;yoiinki/.  tice  of  the  non-restraint  system,  and  occu- 

: pation  of  the  insane  patients  at  Uanwell,  are 

ON  INJECTIONS  INTO  SEROUS  exclusively  confined  to  that  establishment, 

CAVITIES  ^^  ^  ^^^  °^  desire  to  puff  myself  into 

notice;  neither  am  I  disposed  to  detract 
"  from  the  high  merit  which  is  due  to  Dr. 
For  some  time  back  M.  Velpeau  has  de-  ConoUy  for  Us  humane  and  judicious  treat- 
voted  his  attention  to  the  effects  of  injections  ment  of  the  insane.  But  much  having  been 
into  different  serous  cavities :  a  few  of  the  said  on  the  non-restraint  system,  and  ooen* 
results  he  now  mentions.  He  makes  a  small  pation  of  the  patients  there  pursued,  I  con- 
puncture  into  the  cavity  and  injects  a  sola-  aider  it  due  to  my  own  reputation — due,  also, 
tion  of  iodine;  in  this  way  he  has  effected  a  cure  I  have  no  doubt,  to  many  other  well*con- 
in  cases  of  serous  cysts,  sanguineous  cysts,  ducted  establishments — to  state  most  dii- 
and  coloid  cysts,  in  almost  every  region  of  tinctly,  that  the  non-restramt  system  has 
the  body.  Bronchocele  often  consists  in  been  carried  out  for  more  than  thirty  fean 
cysts  filled  with  a  serous  or  dark  fluid ;  in  at  the  LaverHock  Asylum,  under  my  diree 
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tion,  and  with  the  same  Bilaftary  and  prac-  several  (so  styled)  anrists^  &c.  who  had  pre- 

tical  results  as  at  Hanwelli  never  more  than  scribed  stimulating  oils,  lotions,  and  Misters, 

from  one  to  three  patients  per  cent,  having  without  benefit.     Upon  examination  of  the 

been  under  restraint  at  any  one  period.    A  meatus  anditorus  eztemus  of  the  right  ear, 

reference  to  the  "Visitor's  Books,"  to  Dr.  I  found  it  was  much  contracted  in  its  calibre, 

Thomas's  celebrated  work  on  the  Practice  of  by  the  thickening  of  the  surrounding  parts. 

Physic,  published  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  and  especially  the  greatly  increased  density  of 

who  states  (from  his  personal  observation)  the  cuticle,  which  had  a  white  rosy  appear- 

ttieaimoBtiotaiabteneeqf pergonal rettraini  ance,  extending  to  the  bottom  of  the  audi- 

of  the  patients,  and  the  varied  amusements  tory  canal  (near  the  insertion  of  the  mem- 

and  occupations  provided  for  them  ;    and  *  brana  tympani).  On  injecting  warm  water,  a 

also  to  the  following  evidence  recorded  before  dull  obtuse  sound  was  produced,  as  if  some 

the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  dense  medium  was  interposed  ;  (the  patient 

as  far  back  as  the  year  1815,  will  establish  said  that  he  felt  something  rattle  in  his  ear), 

this  fisct.  The  orifice  was  nearly  closed,  and  it  was  with 

"  On  the  25th  Sept.  1815,  I  called  upon  some  difficulty  that  a  probe  entered  it.   A 

Dr.  Finch,  at  Laverstock,  near  Salisbury,  sensation  to  my  touch  was  conveyed  difierent 

This  gentleman  conducts  his  house  in  an  from  that  which  would  have  been  produced 

admirable  manner.     He  has  120  patients,  by  the  contact  of   a  healthy  membrane; 

and  he  begged  me  to  take  time  to  converse  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  it  did  not  cause  the 

with  the  whole  of  them,  without  his  being  usual  painful  sensation.     The  sense  of  hear- 

present,  to  ascertain  how  they  were  fed  and  ing  was  nearly  lost,  but  my  watch  applied  to 

treated.     He  had  not  a  sinffU  patient  in  a  the  ear  was    audible.     He  could  with  diffi- 

ttrait  waistcoat,  or  under  any  pergonal  re-  culty    force    air    into    the    tympanum    by 

etraint.     Every  possible  kind  of  amusements  powerful  expiration.  The  nose  and  mouth 

was  provided  for    them :   billiards,   back-  being  closed,  ur  passed  freely  through  the 

gammon,  chess,  cards,  books,  drawing  &c.,  left  Eustachian  tube  into   the  outer  ear,  the 

in-doors;    bowls,  cricket,  horses,  carriages,  membrana  tympani  being  perforated.  The  pa- 

and  varied  exercises  and  occupations  out  of  tient  was  not  conscious  of  this  circumstance, 

doors.     In  this  establishment  I  saw  all  that  On  passing  the  catheter  into  the  Eustachian 

Take  had  written  realised ;  and  no  words  in  tube,  it  was  clearly  shown  to  be  narrowed ; 

which  I  can  describe  it  can  characterise  it  the  air-douche  passed  with  some  gurgling 

in  too  high  terms." — I  am,  sir,  noise  into  the  tympanum,  and  in  the  left 

Your  obliged  servant,  tube  the  air  passes  freely ;   hearing  distance 

W.  Finch,  M.D.  F.L.S.  of  this  ear  was  six  inches.     On  syringing  the 

Laverstock  House  Aiylum,  Salisbury,  meatus,  and  dilating  the  orifice,  there  was 

October  SO,  18i2.  not  the  slightest  appearance  of  cerumen,  but 

the  same  rosy  white  thickened  cuticle  ap- 


DKU^ESSSUCESSFULLYTREATED  ^^  "^"^.^^J^y^^l^l^ 

AND  CURED  that  it  was  possible  the  deafness  depended  on 

BY    MRDiCATRD   VAPOUR   DOUCHE,     AND  a  thickened  state  of  the  cuticlc  reflected  ovcr 

THB  MEATUS  EXTERNus  DILATED  ^\«    membrana    tympam,   similar    to    that 

BT  TENTB  &c.  which  lined  the  meatus,  or  some  morbid 

*      '  secretion  existing    between    this    cuticular 

layer  and  the  membrane.    To  remove  this 

3b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  cuticular  lining  I  used  a  strong  solution  of 

g^j^  acetate  of  zinc.     In  a  few  days,  upon  syring- 

o        '  ,        ^.  ,      .  .  ^       .^.  iog  with  tepid  water,  several  dark  pieces  of 

Should  you  deem  the  enclosed  mterating  ^^^^^^  -^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  the  orifice 

ca«  deserving  a  place  m  your  respectable  ^jj^^d  so  much  as  to  give  a  clear  view  of 

and  invaluable  journal,  I  should  feel  obhged  ^^^  ^ate  of  the  membrana  tympani,  which 

toy  Its  insertion,  appeared  dull  and  dry.     The    unpleasant 

I  am,  sir,  yours  re^tlully,  j^^^  ^^  parent  had  formerly  complained  of 

William  Thornton,  ,^  „q^  removed,  and  from  this  time  his 

SI  1..W     fi*    fSlf!'^*^'        M.R.C.S.L.  ^^^^    j^j    i^  ^^^d  to  ^^         t  delight 

81.  Baker  S^ree^Ptortoan  Square.  of  the  sufferer.    ^  '  ^  ^ 

The  medicated  vapour  douche  used  daily. 

A  gentleman    residing    in    London,    of  After  several   sittings,   the  vapour  passed 

general  good  health,  but  of  a  nervous  tem-  freely  into  the  tympanical  cavities,  and  his 

pcrament,  has  been  deaf  twenty-three  years,  hearing  gradually  increased.    The  contrac- 

%ui  consequence  of  frequent  colds ;  but  his  tion  was  dilated  by  tents,  and  the  auditory 

"^*ring  was  so  defective  as  to* render  his  life  passage  anointed  with  Ung.  Hydrarg. ;  Ni- 

>laiost  a  burden  to  him.    He  had  applied  to  tratus.  dilut.,  and  Ung.   lodidum  Comp. 
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nibbed  behind  the  ear,  and  on  the  mastoid 
cells ;  at  the  same  time,  Dent.  Sarsae.  con- 
centrated with  Potasase.  lodidum,  adminis- 
tered. Under  this  treatment  for  six  weeks, 
his  hearing  fdnctions  were  restored  and 
cured. 

P. 8.  This  gentleman  had  been  under  the 
treatment  of  an  aurii^t  five  months,  without 
receiving  any  benefit,  and  said  that  his  deaf- 
ness was  increased. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

The  Transactions  of  the  Veterinary  Medi- 
cal Association.  Edited  by  W.  J.  T.  Mor- 
ton.    Vol.  1,  No.  4. 

Galen  on  the  Hand. 

Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Oct.  1842. 

Guy's  Hospital  Reports.     Oct.  1842. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Transactions. 
Oct.  1842. 

On  Acute  Ulceration  of  the  Duodenum 
in  Cases  of  Burn.  By  T.  B.  Curling,  Lec- 
turer on  Surgery,  and  Assistant*  Surgeon, 
London  Hospital. 

Retrospect  of  the  Progress  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  for  the  Year  1841-2.  By  Mr. 
E.  O.  Spooner  and  Mr.  W.  Smart. 

Observations  regarding  Medical  Educa- 
tion ;  in  a  Letter  addressed  to  the  President 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  By  John 
Simon,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  King's 
College,  Loudon,  &c. 

Report  on  the  chief  Results  obtained  by 
the  Use  of  the  Microscope  in  the  Study  of 
Human  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  By  James 
Paget,  Demonstrator  of  Morbid  Anatomy  at 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  &c. 

Elements  of  Physiology  for  the  Use  of 
Students,  and  with  especial  reference  to  the 
wants  of  Practitioners.  By  Rudolph  Wag- 
ner. M.D.  Translated  from  the  German, 
with  Additions,  by  Robert  WiUis,  M.D.  &c. 
Part  II.  Of  Nutrition  and  Secretion. 

The  Parent's  Hand-Book  ;  or.  Guide  to 
the  Choice  of  Professions,  Employments, 
and  Situations.  By  J.  C.  Hudson,  Esq. 
Author  of  **  Plain  Directions  for  making 
WiUs." 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBNTtBlf  BN  WHO  HATB  BBOBIVRD 
CBBTIFICATEB. 

October  13,  1842. 

J.  W.  Beresford.  Macclesfield. -W.  K.  Tiylor. 
— W.  Fraser,  Sunderland.  —  H.  S.  Lyford,  Win- 
chester.—W.  Sewell,  Bowness.— J.  Corrie,  Thorn- 
ton, Bradford.— S.  S.  Perkins,  Exeter.— T.  Ager, 
Castle  Hedlngham. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 
Shewing  the  number  of   deaths  from  all 

causes  registered  in    the    week    ending 

Saturday,  October  15,  1842. 

Small  Pox « 

Measles  21 

Scarlatina  8* 

Hooping  Congb  W 

Croup  8 

Thrush    5 

Diarrhcea    H 

Dysentery * 

Cholera    « 

Influenza ® 

Typhus    29 

Erysipelas 1^ 

SypWUs  0 

Hydrophohia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  119 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    WJ 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-yessels  . . .  •  ^^ 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Onrans  of  Digestion    * 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c J 

Childbed » 

Ovarian  Dropsy  ® 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c .'..' 2 

Rheumatism ' 

Diseasesof  JoinU,&c ' 

Ulcer « 

Fistula   *.*■.'.'.'. ^ 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c .' * 

Diseasesof  Uncertain  Seat 'IJ 

Old  Age  or  Katnral  Decay °' 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 

ranofe  i» 

Causes  not  specified  '.'..'.'.','.'/. ^ 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 82* 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51°  37'  32'W 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich, 
October,       Thbbmombtbr.   Babomstb*. 


ROYAL   COLLEGE   OP  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Fnday,  October  14,  1842. 

T.  Peat— J.  Moore.~H.  D.  Scholfieldi— J. 
Rhodes.— W.  Boyd.— C.  Telfair.— J.  Vickerman. 
—J.  1.  Acheson.- J.  M.  Best. 

Friday,  October  21,  1842. 

W.  D.  Marchant.— C.  Wrixon.— W.  H.  Hole.— 
J.  A  M'Donorh.— J.  J.  Horton.-  J.  Lancaster.— 
R.  Bunoe.-K.  Hadduck.— H.  Hill.— C.  Bond.— 
W.  E.  Taylor— R.  W.  WooUcombe.-J.  Gerraid. 
— W.  M.  H.  Day. 


Wednesday  19    from  87  to  45 

Thursday  .90  26      43 

Friday ...  21  23 

Saturday  .22  21 

Sunday  .  .  23  40 

Monday  .  .  24  29 

Tuesday    .  25  i  29 


43 
43 
45 
46 
44 
46 


3955       »^w 


29  80 
29*65 
2S'80 

29-11 
29*54 


29.90 
29-00 
28-86 
29-45 
29-31 


Wmd  N.  and  N.W.  on  the  19th;  W.  by  S.  on 
the  20th :  W.S. W.  on  the  rooming  of  the  2iy» 
N.W.  alternoon;  8.W.  on  the  22nd  and  23rfl'. 
N.W.  on  the  24th ;  and  S. W.  on  the  35th.     . 

The  1 9th,  20th.  and  21  st,  generally  dear ;  «njf» 
except  the  evenmg  of  the  24th,  generally  cloudyi 
with  frequent  rain.  • 

Rain  fallen,  965  of  an  inch. 
Charles  Henry  APAMg:^ 

Wilson  &  Ogilvy,  67,  Skinner  Street,  Lond«»* 
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FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  5,  1842. 


LECTURES  quantity  of  menstrual  fluid  which  is  dis- 

charged  at  each  period.     It  probably  varies 

from  three  to  six  ounces;  but  the  same 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OF  persons  have  often  more  at  one  period  than 

MIDWIFERY  another;  and  there  is  a  great  difference  ob- 

''  served  among  women,  not  only  in  the  quan- 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  of  St.  George's  tity,  but  in  the  duration  of  each  menstrual 

Hoifitalf  period,  and  the  length  of  the  intervals  be- 

_,  tween  them. 
By  Robbrt  Leb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  ^he  fluid  has  a  red  colour,  like  blood ;  in 

___^  some  florid,   like  arterial  blood ;    and   in 

others  of  a  darker  colour,  like  venous  blood. 

Lecture  IY.  In  the  healthy  condition  blood  corpuscles 

On  th€  Phynology  qf  the  Unimpregnated  cmi  be  detected  in  it.     It  contains  much  less 

UteruB  and  its  appendages,  ^^"^t  ^  *'^°??'  ""^  ^^  """^  generally 

^  coagulate,   nor   become  decomposed  when 

At  the  age  of  maturity,  when  the  uterine  preserved  for  any  length  of  time.     Professor 
system    is    ftilly  developed,    menstruation  Brande  analysed  the  menstrual  fluid  once ; 
commences.     The  appearance  of  the  dis-  and  he  says  it  has  aU  the  properties  of  a 
charge  from  the  uterus  is  usually  preceded  very  concentrated  solution  of  the  colouring 
by    constitutional    disturbance,     sense    of  matter  of  the  blood,  in  a  diluted  serum.     It 
weight  within  the  pelvis,  pain  in  the  back  ^as  fluid  which  had  long  been  accumulating 
and  loins,  and  other  symptoms  of  conges-  in  the  vagina.     Gmelin  states  that  it  con- 
tion  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  uterus,  and  tains  no  globules,  is  green  by  transmitted 
irritation    of   its   whole    nervous    system,  light,  and  resembles  a  strong  solution  of  the 
These  subside  as  the  catamenaa  or  menses  colouring  matter  of  the  blood  in  serum.     In 
flow ;   and  in    some  women    they  are  so  a  case  where  the  fluid  had  been  retained  for 
slight  a0  scarcely  to  be  observed.     The  dis-  some  time  by  an  occlusion  of  the  vagina,  it 
charge   takes  place  every  four  weeks,   or  appeared  as  a  thick,    glutinous,   reddish- 
lunar  month,  and  lasts  two,  three,  four,  Ave,  brown  syrup,  without  any  smell :  three  days' 
or  more  days,  and  is  accompanied  by  the  exposure  to  the  air  produced  no  change  in 
detachment  or  exfoliation  of  the  delicate  epi-  it ;  there  was  no  deposit  or  coagulum,  nor 
thelium   of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  any  approach  to  putrefaction :  it  was  liqui- 
uterus,  which  is  soon  reproduced.     In  some  fied  by  potash,  and  thickened  by  sulphuric 
it  continues  only  two  days,  in  others  three,  acid  and  alcohol :  water,  in  which  it  was 
and  in  a  few  eight  or  even  more.    The  usual  immersed,  took  very  little  of  its  colour,  but 
period  is  from  three  to  six  days ;  the  largest  subsequently  became  clouded  by  evapora- 
quantity  escaping  on  the  second  and  third  ;  tion,  and  as  if  coagulated  on  the  action  of 
and  it  most  frequently  returns  at  intervals  alcohol.     About  two  years  ago  I  saw  a  simi* 
of  three  or  four  weeks.     The  intervals  be-  lar  case  of  occlusion  of  the  vagina,  in  which 
tween  the  periods  of  menstruation  are,  in  a  quantity  of  fluid  similar  to  that  now  de- 
some,  invariably  the  same ;  in  others  they  scribed  had  accumulated ;    but,   on  being 
are  unequal  by  several  days.     Its  periodical  kept  for  some  days,  it  became  decomposed 
return  is  accompanied  frequently  with  the  as  blood  would  have  done.     I  believe  we  are 
local  and  constitutional  symptoms  described,  still  in  want  of  a  good  chemical  analysis  of 
It  is  difficult  to   ascertain  the    precise  healthy  menstrual  fluid.     One  thing  respect- 
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ing  it  is  certain,  whatever  its  chemical  com- 
position  may  be,  that  it  has  none  of  the  ir- 
ritating noxious  qualities  which  were  attri- 
buted to  it  by  Pliny,  Columella,  and  some 
modem  writers.  Galen  knew  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  the  inner  surface  of  the  uterus, 
and  that  it  is  different  from  blood.  In  cases 
of  prolapsus  of  the  uterus,  it  has  been  seen 
flowing  from  the  os  tincse,  and  from  the 
lining  membrane  where  the  uterus  has  been 
inverted.  "  In  a  natural  evacuation  of  blood, 
vi2.  menstruation,"  says  Mr.  Hunter^  "  it 
is  neither  similar  to  blood  taken  from  a  vein 
of  the  same  person,  nor  to  that  which  is  ex- 
travasated  by  an  accident  in  any  other  part 
of  the  body ;  but  is  a  species  of  blood 
changed,  separated,  or  thrown  off  from  the 
common  mass,  by  an  action  of  the  vessels  of 
the  uterus  similar  to  that  of  secretion ;  by 
which  action  the  blood  loses  the  principle  of 
coagulation,  and,  I  suppose,  of  life."  Most 
physiologists  have  adopted  this  view  of  men- 
struation, and  consider  it  as  a  peculiar 
function  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  ute- 
rus, analogous  to  secretion. 

It  has  been  stated  by  almost  all  writers, 
that  women  reach  maturity,  and  that  men- 
struation commences,  much  earlier  in  hot 
climates,  particularly  between  the  tropics, 
than  in  temperate  and  very  cold  countries. 
Haller  states,  that  in  the  warm  regions  of 
Asia,  the  catamenia  appear  from  the  eightii 
to  the  tenth  year ;  and  in  Switzerland,  Bri- 
tain, and  other  temperate  regions,  at  the  age 
of  twelve  or  thirteen,  and  later  the  farther 
we  ascend  towards  the  north.  The  same 
view  is  taken  by  Denman,  Bums,  and 
Dewees,  who  have  inferred  that,  like  plants, 
animals  reacii  maturity  sooner  in  hot  than 
cold  countries.  Dewees  says  menstruation 
occurs  later  in  the  northern  tiian  southern 
8tates  of  America. 

"  The  eariy  or  late  appearance  of  the 
menses,"  observes  Dr.  Denman,  *'may  de- 
pend upon  the  climate,  the  constitution,  the 
delicacy  or  hardness  of  living,  and  upon  the 
manners  of  those  with  whom  young  women 
converse.  There  seems  to  be  an  analogy 
between  the  effect  of  heat  upon  fruits  and 
the  female  constitution,  with  respect  to  men- 
Btmation ;  for  the  warmer  the  climate,  the 
sooner  the  menses  appear.  In  Greece  and 
other  hot  countries,  girk  begin  to  menstraate 
at  eight,  nine,  and  ten  years  of  age ;  but, 
advancing  to  the  northern  climates,  there  is 
a  gradu^  protraction  of  the  time  till  we 
eome  to  Lapland,  where  women  do  not 
menstruate  till  they  arrive  at  maturer  age ; 
and  then  in  small  quantities,  at  long  inter- 
vals, and  sometimes  only  in  the  summer." 
MiiUer  repeats  this  in  the  last  volume  of  his 
Physiology. 
Mr.  IU)berton,  of  Manchester,  has  pub- 
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lished,  in  the  North  of  England,  and  Edin- 
burgh Medical  and  Surgical  Journals,  seve- 
ral elaborate  and  extremely  interesting  pa- 
pers, containing  numerous  facts  to  prove 
that,  in  this  country,  the  natural  period  of 
puberty  in  women  occurs  in  a  much  more 
extended  range  of  ages,  and  is  more  equally 
distributed  through  that  range,  than  authors 
have  alleged  ;  and  that,  in  other  countries, 
the  parallel  between  plants,  fruits,  and  the 
female  constitution,  does  not  hold  good. 
The  following  table  shews  the  ages  at  whidi 
450  women  began  to  menstruate  in  MsDr 
Chester  :— 

10  at  11  years  of  age» 

19—12 
53  —  13 
85  —  14 
97  —  15 
76  —  16 
26  —  16 
23  —  19 
4  —  20 

In  five  sisters  it  commenced  at  eleven,  mad 
one  was  a  mother  at  12 :  rendering  it  proba- 
ble that  the  period  of  puberty  depends  on 
constitutional  and  probably  hereditary  pecu- 
liarities. 

The  following  table,  shewing  the  ages  at 
which  eleven  hundred  women  began  to  men- 
stmate  in  London,  corroborates  the  preced- 
ing statements  respecting  the  extended 
range  of  ages  in  which  puberty  occurs : — 

11  began  to  menstruate  at  9  years  of  age. 

55  „  „  10 

52  „  „  11 

86  „  „  12 

153  „  „  13 
204  „  „  14 
201  „  „  15 

154  „  „  16 

101  „  n  17 

78  „  „  18 

33  ,,  f,  19 

23  „  „  20 

6  ,f  „  21 

2  ,,  ,,  22 

1  ft  ••  £*t 
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At  Gottingen,  Osiander  ascertdned  the 
ages  at  which  137  women  began  to  men* 
strnate.  In  21  of  these  the  catamenia  first 
appeared  at  14  ;  in  32  at  15 ;  and  in  24  at 
16  years  of  age.  Nine  began  at  12»  and 
one  not  before  the  24th  year. 

In  77  women  observed  by  Mr.  Robertonv 
1  ceased  to  menstruate  at  the  age  of  36 
4—40:  1—42:  1—43:  3—44:  4—45 
3-47:  10—48:  7—49:  26—50:2—51 
7—52  :  2—53  :  ^-54  :  1—57  :  2—60 
and  one  at  the  age  of  70. 

Of  132  women  in  London,  I  ascertained 
with  certainty  that  menstruation  ceased  in— 


1  at  22  years  of  age. 

1  —  24 

tt 

1—30 

If 

2  —  34 

II 

2      35 

II 

1  —  36 

II 

1  —  37 

»» 

3  —  38 

»» 

4  —  39 

If 

13  —  40 

11 

4  —  41 

II 

7  —  42 

II 

10  —  43 

II 

9  —  44 

f» 

14  —  45 

fi 

7  —  46 

11 

2^47 

11 

10  —  48 

II 

7  —  49 

»i 

10  —  50 

II 

4  —  51 

II 

7  —  52 

II 

4  —  53 

II- 

2  —  54 

II 

4  —  55 
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the  Russian  provinces  along  the  Black  Sea, 
and  in  the  Ukraine,  I  had  good  opportunities, 
during  three  years,  of  ascertaining  the  period 
when  menstruation  usually  commences  and 
ceases,  and  all  the  derangements  to  which 
this  function  is  liable,  in  the  higher  and 
lower  classes;  and  my  conviction  is,  that 
over  the  whole  South  of  Russia,  the  usual 
period  of  puberty  is  the  %ame  as  in  Great 
Britain,  and  that  women  cease  to  bear  chil- 
dren at  the  same  age.    Mr.  Roberton  refers 
to  the  works  of   Mr.   Crawford  and  Sir 
Stamford  Raffles  for  proofs  that  the  same  is 
the  case  in  Java,  and  in  all  the  islands  of 
the  Indian  Archipelago  ;  and  that  the  body 
continues  to  grow  there  as  long,  and  that 
women  bear  children  to  as  late  a  period  of 
life,  and  that  longevity  is  as  frequent  as  here. 
From  the  statements  of  Dr.  Winterbottom, 
the  same  is  the  case  with  Sierra  Leone. 
Mr.  R.  thinks  that  the  early  marriages,  and 
the  universal  licentiousness  and  depravity  of 
morals  which  reign  in  Arabia,  wiU  account 
for  any  difference  observed  in  that  country. 
Mr.  George  Babington,  Surgeon  to  St. 
George's  Hospital,  has  informed  me,  from 
an  examination  of  documents  at  the  Statis- 
tical Society,  that  the  period  of  puberty  in 
Mr.  Roberton  has  collected  together  many    the  island  of  Grenada  is  the  same  as  in  this 
faetM  which  tend  to  prove  that,  in  other    country ;  and  Mr.  Young,  formerly  a  pupil 
ocmntries,  there  is  no  paraHel  between  plants    of  this  class,  and  now  in  the  West  Indies, 
and   the  female   conatitation.     He  quotes    has  communicated  to  me  the  same  fiwt  with 
paMBgea  from  the  travela  of  Heame,  Back,    respect  to  the  island  of  Barbadoes. 
Lyon,  and  Dr.  Richardson,  to  prove  that        Inthel52dvol.  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
the  North  American,  Cree  Indians,  Copper    and  Surgical  Journal,  which  has  recently 
Mine  Indisns,  and  Esquimaux,  frequently    appeared,  and  in  the  Mxdical  Gazbttb, 
begin  to  menstruate  at  twelve,  thirteen,  and    vol.  xxx.  p.  67  7,  Mr.  R.  has  published  a  paper 
fourteen  years  of  age.  From  the  statements    on  the  period  of  puborty  in  negro  women, 
of  Baron  Humboldt,  the  same  is  equally  true    and  has  given  a  table  fin>m  Jamaica,  from 
of  the  Korriacs,  and  the  tribes  of  Northern    which  it  appears  that  in  12  negresses  the 
Asia,  where  girls  of  ten  years  are  sometimes    menses  appeared  in  one  aged  16 :  3—15: 
found  mothers.    The  notion  that  women  in    3— 14  :^  3-— 13  :   and  in  2  aged  12  years. 
Lapland  do  not  menstruate  till  twenty,  and    It  is  stated  by  the  Reverend  Messrs.  Elliot 
only  in  Bwnmer,  is  founded  on  a  mistake    and  Harvey,  who  communicated  this  infor- 
oommitted  in  the  translation  of  the  following    mation,  tiiat  they  oould  have  added  many 
paflMge  in  Linnsus's  '*  Flora  Lapponica."    cases  of  negresses  firom  8  to  11  years  of  age, 
'*  Hoc    etiam    musoo   catamenta   excipere    in  whom  t^ere  is  as  yet  no  menstrual  ap» 
abatergereque  fbminas  lapponicas  mihi  re-    pearance. 

latam  fait.  Natniam  sque  hie  ae  alibi  sibi  Dr.  Nicholson,  ofSt.  John's,  Antigua,  states 
aimilom  eflse^  feminaaquein  Lapponialegibus  after  being  19  years  in  the  island,  with  ex- 
menatmoromsimilibiisobediretdubinmnul-  tensive  opportunities  fbr  accurate  Observa- 
lumsestt  licet  hscmorisminoremfundantco-  tion,  that  he  has  never  met  with  a  case  of 
piam  innocentiasimi.  Fnereetfeminse  plures  menstruation  before  the  12th  year,  either  in 
hiii  qiias  Tidif  per  totam  suss  vitae  periodum,  whites  or  blacks,  but  he  has  met  with  a 
ab  bftc  1^^  exoeptte,  lioet  h»  maritetn  few  cases  at  that  age  both  in  whites  and  blacks 
■teriles  persistant.  Novi  et  juvenculas  qu«  and  in  the  mixed  race ;  that  such  cases  are 
nott  hymct  scd  toVk  modo  sstote  has  obser*  rare  is  proved  by  the  fact  of  his  having  been 
vabant  criaee :  imo  et  alias,  qus  semel  in  consulted  professionally  on  account  of  that 
anno  pnrffabantur,  et  hs,  quot  quot  vidi,  circumstance.  He  stetes  further  that  menstru- 
nedea  oedematosoa  habebant."  Tooke  stetes  ation  commences  most  frequently  in  the  14th 
S^^tthe  ScUvonian  or  native  Russians  reach  and  15th  years,  and  that  no  difference  existe 
nt^rCr  at  an  early  age,  at  their  twelfth  or  in  this  respect  between  blacks  and  whites, 
thir^^th  Ttfir;  and  that  the  same  is  the  but  cases  ofterdy  menstruation  from  chlo- 
MM  with  the  Samoiedes,  Korriacs,  and  rosis  are  more  frequent  with  the  latter.  This 
Kamsehatdalef «     I^  ^  Crimea,  and  in  all    he  does  not  attribute  to  any  constitutional 
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difference  existing  in  these  races,  but  to  local  ation  is  proved  by  this  fact— that  some  women 

causes  affecting  the  individoal ;  snch  as  mias-  have  become  pregnant  who  have  never  men- 

mal  efflavia,  to  which  the  blacks  are  more  ex-  stniated,  and  many  have  conceived  daring 

posed.  Dr.  Nicholson  adds  that  he  has  never  suckling  who  have  not  menstmated  since 

met  with  a  case  of  pr^naocy  before  menstru-  their  previous  conreption,   or  even  dnring 

ation,  but  that  irregular  monthly  discharges  successive  pregnancies  and  the  intervals  of 

during  pregnancy,  in  every  respect  resem-  suckling. 

bling  the  cataraenia,  are  not  unfrequent  occur-  Some  have  attributed  menstmation  to  the 
rences  in  Antigun,  particularly  with  white  influence  of  the  moon,  to  the  upright  position 
females  of  a  sanguine  teo^perant.  of  women,  to  the  presence  of  an  undoe  pro- 
It  is,  however,  right  to  state,  that  some  portion  of  azote  in  the  blood  of  the  utema, 
gentfemen  who  have  resided  many  years  in  fermentation  of  the  blood,  sexual  desire,  and 
the  East  Indies,  the  Brazils,  and  on  the  many  other  hypothetical  causes.  It  has  been 
coast  of  Africa,  with  whom  I  have  conversed  referred,  with  greater  reason,  since  the  days  of 
on  this  subject,  and  who  have  had  good  op-  Aristotle,  to  a  periodical  plethora  of  the 
portunities  for  observation,  are  of  a  contrary  vessels  of  the  uterus — a  moUmen,  irritation,  or 
opinion,  and  still  firmly  believe  that  the  effort,  of  the  uterine  system  every  month,  bat 
period  of  puberty,  is-  earlier  between  the  tro-  no  adequate  cause  has  been  assigned  for 
pics  than  in  Europe.  As  none  of  them  in-  this.  The  sensations  usually  experienoed  at 
vestigated  the  subject^  I  think,  with  the  re*-  the  time  the  catamenia  are  present,  and  the 
quisite  care,  their  evidence  can  have  little  examination  of  the  bodies  ol  those  who  have 
weight  when  contrasted  with  the  great  mass  died  from  disease  during  menatmatioD,  prove 
of  facts  now  adduced  to  support  die  opposite  that  the  uterine  arteries  and  veins  are  then 
view.  It  has  been  stated  that  women  who  distended  with  blood.  Blood  is  not  nnfre- 
have  been  bom  in  the  East  Indies,  and  who  quently  extravasated  with  the  catamenial 
have  been  sent  to  England  at  an  early  age,  fluid,  and  if  the  uterus  be  examined  daring 
begin  to  menstruate  before  the  usual  period,  the  monthly  period,  it  is  osaally  found  to 
in  this  country.  I  have  seen  a  considerable  be  larger  and  heavier  than  daring  the  inter- 
number  of  cases  which  prove  that  there  are  ^als  of  menstmation.  That  t/em&tang  more 
numerous  exceptions  to  this.  than  a  mere  determination  of  blood  to  the 
Menstruation  is  suspended  dnring  preg-  uterine  system  i^required  for  roenetraatioii 
nancy,  and  generally  during  suckling,  for  six,  will  appear  from  the  fact  that  sapprcesion  of 
eight,  or  ten  months,  or  longer :  some  preg-  the  catamenia  is  not  unfk'equently  prodooed 
nant  women  have  periodical  discharges  of  by  unusual  congestion  of  the  uterine  vessda, 
blood  from  the  uterus,  but  regular  men-  and  that  the  obstruction  is  removed  by  local 
strcation  is  rarely  if  ever  observed  during  abstraction  of  blood. 

utero-gestation.     I  have  never  seen  an  une-  That  the  determination  of  blood  which 

qui  vocal  example  of  it,  and  Dr.  Denman,  in  takes  place  to  tbeuterine  system  every  month, 

the  course  of  his  long  experience,  never  met  and  that  all  the  phenomena  of  menatroatioD, 

with  a  case.     In  some  children  whose  uterine  depend  upon  the  ovaria,  and  that  at  each 

system   has  been    prematurely    developed,  period  a  Graafian  vesicle  bursts  and  its  con- 

menstmation  has  commenced  at  a  very  early  tents  escape,  is  rendered  extremely  probable 

period  of  life,  and  it  has  then  sometimes  by  the  following  facts, 

been  accompanied  with  chorea  or  hysteria.  If  the  ovaria  are  wanting,  or  removed  ar- 

The  function  of  menstmation  is  peculiar  to  tificially,   or  have  their  healthy  stractare 

the  female  of  the  human  species,  and  from  destroyed  by  disease,   menstmation  eitfaer 

the  earliest  historical  records  of  our  race,  it  never  commences  or  it  entirely  ceases.     The 

is  known  that  this  function  was  performed  case  of  a  young  woman  who  died  at  the  age 

periodically  in  the  most  remote  ages  as  it  is  of  29,  in  whom  the  ovaria  were  wanting,  was 

at  the  present  time.    The  first  appraranoeof  published  by  Mr.  Charles  Pears,  in  the  Phi- 

the  catamenia  at  the  age  of  puberty,  its  sus-  losophical  Transactions  for   1805,  and  tbe 

pension  during  pregnancy  and  lactation,  and  following  appearances  have  been  recorded. 

its  cessation  in  advanced  years,  are  circum-  *'  Having  ceased  to  grow  at  ten  years  of  age, 

stances  which  prove  that  it  is  intimately  con-  she  was  in  stature  not  more  than  foor  feet 

nected  with  the  process  of  reproduction.  six  inches  high.    The  breadth  across  the 

Somephysiologists  think  that  menstruation  shoulders  was  as  much  as  fourteen  inches, 

puts  or  preserves  the  uteras  in  a  state  fit  for  but  her  pelvis  measured  only  nineinehes  from 

impregnation  ;  bat  the  function  is  never  per-  the  ossa  ilia  to  the  sacrum  ;  her  breasts  and 

formed  unless  the  utems  is  previously  in  a  nipples  never  enlarged  more  tiian  in  the  male 

healthy  condition.  It  might  be  affirmed  with  subject.  She  never  menstmated,  theie  wasno 

equal  tmth,  that  the  secretion  of  bile  puts  or  appearance  of  hair  on  the  pnbes,  nor  were 

preserves  the  liver  in  a  healthy  state ;  the  there  any  indications  of  puberty  in  mind  or 

urine  the  kidneys ;  and  the  gastric  fluid  the  body,  at  twenty  nine-years  of  age." 

coats  of  the  stomach.    That  the  uteras  can  be  In  the  young  woman  whose  ovaria  were 

in  a  fit  state  for  conception  without  mettro-  extirpated  by  Mr.  Pott,  in  an  opcntkm  for 
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ingQinal  hernia,  the  iFoice  became  hoarse,  years  of  age,  and  had  been  married  two 

the  mammg  shrunk,  and  hair  api^eared  on  years,  though  she  had  never  menstruated, 

the  chin  and  upper  lip.   Before  the  operation,  Every  month  there  was  great  pain  io  the 

this  female  was  stout,  large-breasted,  and  region  of  the  pelvu,  which  lasted  for  several 

meostraated  regularly.  days,  and  then  went  off,  without  any  men- 

Menatraation  disappears  if  the  structure  atnial  discharge  taking  place.  The  mammae 
of  both  ovaria  he  destroyed  by  any  disease,  and  external  sexual  organs  were  fully  de- 
In  ovarian  dropsy,  if  one  ovary  only  be  veloped.  On  examination  at  the  posterior 
afeeted;  menstruation  continues  until  the  part  of  the  vagina,  the  finger  readily  passed 
powers  of  the  constitution  are  greatly  im-  into  a  short  cul  de  sac,  about  an  inch  and  a 
paimd,  but  if  ^e  disease  exists  in  both  half  in  length,  but  there  was  no  uterus  above. 
ovaria  from  the  beginning,  the  function  is  Dr.  Stein  related  a  case  several  years  ago 
soon  interrupted.  The  same  effect  is  pro-  to  a  Medical  Society  in  Berlin,  of  a  married 
dttced  if  the  structure  of  the  ovaria  be  dis-  lady,  -set.  24,  well  formed,  and  the  mammse 
organised  by  any  other  disease.  A  woman,  fully  developed,  whose  vagina  was  found  im- 
aged 21,  died  in  1836,  in  St  George's  Hos-  perforated ;  and  in  performing  the  necessary 
pital,  from  tuberci^r  phthisis,  and  both  operation,  no  uterus  could  be  discovered, 
ovaria  and  fallopian  tubes  were  completely  but  its  place  was  supplied  by  a  soft  mass  of 
changed  by  scrofulous  disease.  She  never  cellular  tissue.  She  had  never  menstruated, 
menstmateid,  and  the  uterus  wss  like  the  though  there  was  a  regular  effort  at  each 
vtervs  of  a  child,  with  a  long  neck  and  eatamenial  period.  Other  cases  similar  to 
small  body.  In  many  young  women  who  these  have  been  recorded  by  authors.  One 
die  of  dunonic  disease,  the  ovaria  are  flaccid,  very  distinct  case  of  this  kind  came  under 
and  eitremely  small.  Something  notTcry  the  observation  of  Dr.  ElUotson  and  Mr. 
dianmilar  to  these  effects  in  the  human  sub-  Cline  ;  there  was  no  uterus,  but  there  was 
jeet  when  the  ovaria  have  been  removed,  excruciating  pain  about  the  pelvis  every 
has  been  observed  by  Mr.  Yarrell  in  month :  the  ovaria  had  certainly  been  de- 
birds.      He  has   shewn   that  where  there  veloped. 

is    a   shrinking    and    shrivelling    of    the  On  the  llth  of  March,  1831,  I  examined 

ovaria  from  disease  in   young   birds,   the  the  body  of  a  young  woman  who  died,  during 

bea  bird,  in  many  instances,  assumes  the  menstruation,   from    inflammation    of    the 

pfauaage  of   the  male.     Thus,  in  several  median  basilic  vein.     The  left  ovarium  was 

BBules  (hen  birds  with  male  plumage)  the  larger  than  the  right,  and  at  one  point  a 

ovarium  has  been  found  variously  diseased  :  small  circular  opening,  with  a  thin  irregular 

sometimes  the  oviducts  appear  to  have  been  edge,  was  observed  in  the  peritoneal  coat, 

inflamed,  and  adhesion  to  have  taken  place  which  led  to  a  cavity  of  no  great  depth  in 

between  their  opposite  sides,  so  that  they  the  ovarium.     Around  the  opening,  to  an 

become   obliterated  i    at  other   times    the  extent  of  three  or  four  lines,  the  surface  of 

ovaria  arcshrivelled,  and  of  a  Mack  colour,  the  ovarium  was  of  a  bright  red  colour,  and 

mad  appear  as  if  they  had  never  been  in  pro-  considerably  elevated  above  the  surrounding 

gross  to  maturity.    This  black  colour  also  part  ix(  the  peritoneal  coat.     On  cutting  into 

pervades  the  oviduct,  which  is  smaller  than  the  ovarium,  its  substance  around  the  open- 

natoral,  and  often  impervious  in  some  part,  ing  and  depression  was  vascular,  and  several 

In    old    birds  it  might  fairly  have   been  Graafian  vesicles,  of  different  sizes,  were 

aUeged  that  the  destruction  of  the  ovarium  observed.     The  right  ovarium  was  in  the 

and  the  change  of  plumage  followed  only  ordinary  state.    Both  fallopian  tubes  were 

the  general  obliteration  induced  by  age,  and  intensely  red  and  swollen,  and  their  cavities 

thattbeonewasnot  dependent  on  the  4)ther:  were  filled  with  what  appeared  to  be  men- 

bat  Che  Udt  that  destruction  by  disease  of  strual  flmd.    The  lining  membrane  of  the 

the  ovarium,  in  the  young  bird,  induces  a  uterus  was  coated  with  the  same  fluid,  and 

similar  change,  and  the  destruction  of  the  the  parietes  were  soft  and  vascular.    The 

ovidnctbyart,  being  followed  by  an  alteration,  size  of  the  uterus  was  not  increased.     I 

iaeonplete  indeed,  but,  in  many  respects,  pointed  out  this  opening  in  the  peritoneum 

resembting   the   one  mentioned,  sets    the  of  the  ovary,  which  I  accidentally  observed, 

qoestioB  at  rest.  to  Dr.  Girdwood  and  Dr.  Prout,  and  sus- 

In  esses  where  the  uterus  has  been  want-  pected  that  there  was  some  relation  between 

faigf  and  the  ovaria  have  been  present  and  this  and  the  state  of  the  uterus.    At  this 

ftiUy  formed,  women  have  usually  ex|)e-  time  I  had  not  seen  the  human  ovum  in 

violent  pains  within  the  pelvis  every  the  Graafian  vesicle  before  impregnation, 


month,  and  all  the  s^  mptoms  of  menstrua-  and  was  not  then  aware  that  cicatrices  are 

tien  have  been  present  except  the  discharge,  never  present  on  the  surface  of  the  ovaria 

In  1831,  I  saw  a  case,  with  Dr.  Girdwood,  before  menstruation  has  commenced. 
in  which  there  appeared  to  be  a  deficiency         In  the  autumn  of  1831,  Dr.  John  Prout 

of  the  uterus,  and  an  effort  at  menstruation  saw  a  woman,  under  20  years  of  age,  who 

every  monthly  period.    The  woman  was  25  died  suddenly  from  acute  inflammation  of 
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the  Ivngfl  while  menstmatiiig.  He  examined  larger  than  the  left;  and  when  cat  into,  a 
the  hody,  and  brought  the  uterine  organs  to  cyst  or  cavity  was  seen  filled  with  half  co- 
me, having  taken  the  greatest  care  that  they  agulated  blood.  The  peritoneal  coat  of  the 
should  not  suffer  from  any  force  during  their  ovarium  was  entire.  The  uterus  was  laige, 
removal  from  the  pelvis.  A  red,  soft,  ele-  and  when  cut  into  appeared  to  contain  an 
vated  portion  of  the  right  ovarium  was  also  unusual  quantity  of  blood.  The  inner  mem- 
here  observed,  and  at  one  part  the  peritoneal  brane  was  of  a  bright  red  colour,  and  coated 
coat,  to  a  small  extent,  had  been  removed,  with  a  thin  layer  of  catamenial  fluid.  Both 
The  edge  of  the  opening  was  extremely  thin  fallopian  tubes  were  red  and  turgid,  and  the 
and  irregular ;  and  in  the  substance  of  the  interior  of  the  left  was  filled  with  menstrual 
ovarium,  under  the  opening,  was  an  enlarged ,  fluid.  The  appearances  now  described  have 
Graafian  vesicle,  filled  with  transparent  fluid,  been  very  accurately  represented  by  Mr. 
Numerous  small  blood-vessels  were  seen  Joseph  Perry  in  this  drawing  [exhibiting  it], 
running  along  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  whidi  was  made  from  the  parts  in  the  recent 
ovary  to  the  opening.    When  the  substance  state. 

of  the  ovarium  was  laid  open,  several  vesicles,        On  the  14th  of  January,  1837,  a  woman, 

of  various  sizes,  and  at  different  depths,  were  thirty-seven  years  of  age,  who  had  long 

found  imbedded  in  it.    The  left  ovarium  suffered  from  hysteria,*  died  suddenly  in  St. 

presented  a  natural  appearance.    The  free  George's    Hospital,    during    menstruation, 

extremities  of  the  fidlopian  tubes  were  gorged  No  morbid  appearance  was  found  to  account 

with  blood.    Their  cavities  were  fiU^  with  for  her  death.    A  small  circular  aperture 

a  red-coloured  fluid.    The  uterus  was  not  was  observed  in  the  peritoneum  of  the  left 

enlarged,  but  the  parietes  were  unusually  ovarium.    This  opening  communicated  with 

fullof  blood,  and  the  lining  membrane  of  the  a  cavity  in  the  substance  of  the  ovarium, 

fundus  was  coated  with  menstrual  fluid.    A  which  was  surrounded  with  a  soft  yellow 

small  coagulum  of  blood  likewise  adhered  to  substance  of  an  oval  shape.    In  the  prepa- 

the  upper  part  of  the  uterus.    I  now  felt  ration  [exhibiting  it]  you  see  the  aperture 

convinced  that  there  must  be  some  con-  in  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  ovary,  and  the 

nexion  between  this  state  of  the  ovaria  and  cavity  with  which  it  communicates.    This 

menstruation,  and  mentioned  the  facts  to  Sir  aperture  would  probably  not  have  been  de- 

Astley  Cooper.  tected  if  the  paxts  had  not  been  covered  with 

On  the  2d  of  July,  1832,  Sur  Astley  sent  pure  water, 
me  the  ovarium  of  a  woman  who  died  from        On  the  31st  of  May,  1841,  Mr.  A.  Shaw 

cholera  while  menstmatiog.    Hie  ovarium  was  present  at  the  inspection  of  the  body  of 

was  much  larger  than  natural,  and  at  one  a  woman  who  died  during  menstruation  in 

point  there  was  a  small  irregular  aperture  in  the    Middlesex    Hospital.     In    the    right 

its  peritoneal  coat,  through  which  a  portion  ovarium,  he  says,  the  appearance  was  pre- 

of  a  slender  coagulum  of  blood  was  bus-  sented  of  one  of  the  Graafian  vesicles  having 

pended.    On  cutting  into  the  substance  of  been  recently  ruptured.      A  part  of  the 

the  ovarium  it  was  found  to  be  occupied  surfiice,  of  the  size  of  a  fourpenny  piece, 

with  three  small  cysts  or  cavities,  one  of  was  distinguished  by  a  dark  stain  upbn  it ; 

which  was  filled  irith  a  clear  ropy  fluid,  and  here  the  peritoneal  coat  was  slightly 

another  with  semi-fluid  blood,  and  the  third,  elevated,  and  the  ragged  edges  towards  the 

which  communicated  with  tibe  opening  in  centre  of  the  stained  spot  were  of  a  particu- 

the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  ovarium,  with  a  larly  black  colour, 
firm  coagulum.  In  Dr.  Gendrin's  Traits  Fhilosophique  de 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1832,  Dr.  M^d^cine  Pratique  (1839)  there  is  a  descrip- 

Girdwood  and  Mr.  Webster  removed  the  tion  of  .the  same  state  of  the  ovaria  in  five 

uterine  organs  from  the  body  of  a  young  women  who  died  during  menstruation.    In 

woman  who  had  died  suddenly  the  preceding  the  first  the  left  ovarium  was  vascular,  and 

day,  when   the    catamenia   were  flowing,  in  the  middle  was  an  aperture  about  a  line 

Both  ovaria  were  remarkably  large ;  and  in  diameter,  with  an  irregular  margin.    Its 

both  fUlopian  tubes  were  red  and  turgid,  cavity  would  have  contained  a  hemp  seed. 

The  peritoneal  coat  of  the  Ictft  ovarium  was  its  walls  were  red,  and  it  was  obviously  a 

perforated,  at    that   extremity  which  was  ruptured  Graafian  vesicle.    In  the  second 

nearest  to  the  utema,  by  a  drcnlar  opening,  case  a  small  circular  ragged  opening  led  to  a 

around  which  aperture,  for  several  lines,  the  cavity  two  lines  in  diameter,  the  walls  of 

surface  of  th^  ovarium  was  slightly  elevated,  which  were  of  a  bright  red  colour.    In  the 

and  of  a  bright  scarlet  oobur.    The  margin  fourth  the  right  ovary  had  an  aperture  a 

of  this  opening  was  thin  and  smooth,  and  line  and  a  half  in  diameter,  leading  to  a 

did  not  appear  to  have  been  produced  by  small  cavity,  with  vascular  walls.  M.  Negrier 

any  external  force.    Its  centre  was  slightly  has  given  an  account  of  similar  appearances 

depressed  below  the  level  of  the  edges,  but  in  the  ovaria  during  menstruation,  and  in 

there  was  scarcely  the  appearance  of  a  cavity  this  figure  [exhibiting  it]  has  represented 

beneath.    The   right   ovarium  was   much  the  ovarium  of  a  young  woman  who  died 
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«ight  days  after  the  catamenial  period.     It  lide.ed,  that  aa  many  of  the  gentlemen  who 

reaembli^  exactly  the  drawing  on  the  table,  have  favoured  us  with  their  presence  this 

without  the  colouring.    A  warm  controversy  evening,  and  especially  those  unconnected 

•has   been  carried  on  between  M.  Negrier  with  tibe  profession,  may  not  be  so  familiar 

and  Dr.  Gendrin  on  the  priority  of  the  dis-  with  the  progress  of  minute  observation,  a 

covery,  and  they  appear  to  have  been  wholly  reference  to  some  of  the  more  important 

unaware,  which  adds  much  to  the  importance  discoveries  which  have  by  this  means  been 

of  their  observations,  that  an  account  of  pre-  made  will  not  be  altogether  devoid  of  interest 

-cisely  the  same  appearances  had  not  only  or  utility.     It  must  be  apparent  to  those 

been  published,  seven  years  before,  in  the  who  have  noticed,  even  in  the  most  cursory 

2d  Vol.  of  the  Cyclopsedia  of  Practical  Medi-  manner,  the  rapid  progress  of  microscopic 

«ine,  but  itfty-eight  years  before  in  the  Philo-  research,  that  it  will  be  impossible,  on  the 

«ophical  Transactions,  by  Mr.  Cruickshai^k.  present  occasion,  to  enter  into  any  detailed 

'*  I  also  have  in  my  possession  the  uterus  account  of  the  isolated  and  various  steps  by 

and  ovaria  of  a  young  woman,''  he  observes,  which  the  existing  knowledge  on  this  subject 

^  who  died  with  the  menses  upon  her  :  the  has  been  attained.     It  must  rather  be  my 

external  membranes  of  the  ovaria  are  burst  object  to  present  to  your  notice  a  sketch  of 

at  one  place,  from  whence  I  suspect  an  ovum  some  of  the  leading  facts  which  have  been 

escaped,  descended  through  the  tube  to  the  established  by  the  labours  of  so  many  ob- 

uterus,  and  was  washed  off  by  the  menstrual  servers,  and  to  point  to  a  few  of  the  more 

blood."    There  is  no  further  observation  important  inferences  which  the  accumulated 

made  in  this  paper  from  which  it  can  be  information  we  now  possess  seems  to  warrant: 

inferred  that  Mr.  Cruickshank  supposed  all  Notwithstanding  the  great  and  important 

the  phenomena  of  menstruation  to  depend  on  Additions  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the 

this  state  of  the  ovaria.     Even  as  early  as  microscope,  it  has  been,  and  still  is,  too 

1672,  it  appears  Kirkringius  believed  that  much  the  custom  to  regard  this  instrument 

ova  were  sometimes  discharged  from  the  as  more  calculated  to  amuse  the  curious  than 

ovaria  during  the  monthly  periods ;  for  he  to  instruct  the  studious ;  as  more  fitted  to 

«ays, "  AliquandofoeminiedejiciunthsBCOva,  amaxe  the  ignorant  than  to  enlighten  the 

imprimis  tempore  menstruorum."     I  have  learned. 

not  had  time  to  examine  the  work  of  Ker-  Many  of  those,  again,  who  admit  the  im- 

kringius,  to  ascertain  whether  he  states  this  portance  of  determining  by  microscopic  in- 

#rom  an  actual  examination  of  the  ovaria  vestigation  the  structure  of  organized  bodies, 

of  women  who  died   during  menstruation,  assert  that  the  conflicting  opinions  of  ob- 

or  if  he  adopted  the  opinion  on  purely  hypo-  servers  imply  defects  in  the  mode  of  inves- 

thetical  grounds,   as    Dr.  Power  did,  and  tigation,  which,  until  they  have  been  more 

stated  in  his  Essay  on  the  Periodical  Dis-  successfully  rectified    than   has   heretofore 

charge  of  the  Human  Female,  published  in  been  effected,  justify  a  doubt  as  to  the  accu- 

18^.  racy  of  all  such  inquiries.     But  an  unpre- 

■  judioed   consideration   of  what   has    been 

MICROSCOPIC  RESEARCHES  IN  !'=S^J2|*'*^  ^^  ^  "'iTf^RST"!!  IJ**' 

A-w   T       V  *  satisfied,  convmce  you,  that  although  these 

ANATOMY.  inquiries  are,  like  all  the  higher  departments 

Bt  R.  D.  Gbaikger  o^  human  knowledge,  beset  with  cUfBculties, 

Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology  at  J»>«y  *^^«  led  to  an  infinitely  more  satisfiic- 

St.  Thomases  Hospital.  tory  acquamtance  with  the  essential  charac- 

ters  of  organized  bodies,  and  the  laws  of 

J             .  1       »  formation,   than   was    formerly    possessed. 

Gentlemen,  —  In    accordance    wiUi    the  ^he  most  conclusive  answer  which  can  be 

wishes  of  my  colleagues,  I  have  undertaken  ^1^^^  ^  all  such  objections  is,  that  if  it  be 

K.^''\  •  ^        description  of  the  results  admitted  that  the  aim  of  the  anatomist  is  to 

which  have  recently  been  obUined  m  the  discover  the  true  structure  of  the  human 

science  of  anatomy  by  microscopic  research,  bo^y,  he  must  either  avail  himself  of  the  use 

In  the  presence  of  several  of  the  most  accu-  ^f  ^^  instrument,  which  affords  the  only 

rate  observers  of  the  day,  it  might  seem  to  ^^^ns  of  rendering  the  internal  composition 

be  superfluous  to  point  to  the  vanous  de-  ^f  ^^  gg^gral  organs  apparent  to  the  senses, 

partments  of  anatomy  and  physiology,  aninial  ^^  ,^3^  satisfied  to  abandon,  as  beyond  his 

and  vegetable,  which  have  been  ennched  by  ^^^^  ^f  demonstration,  those  very  parts  of 

the  contnbutiona  of  English  and  Continental  ^^  animal  frame  which  are  of  the  deepest 

microscopUte.     It  has,  however,  been  con-  interest  to  the  physiologist  and  practitioner 

•  We  feel  it  right  to  state,  that  as  the  meeting  o^  medicine.     Let  us  suppose,  for  instance, 

included  a  considerable  number  of  non-pro-  that  the  student  traces,  by  the  most  careful 

fieasioDal  persons,  this  i»per  is  necessarily  re-  dissection,  the  arteries,  the  veins,  and  tubes 

Btncted  to  general  allusions,  minute  details  np-  ^g  ».  ^  i,;jL««  .«>  r«-  ..  fk—  ««» »t.:ki«*y««^ii« 

pearing  to  iSr.  Grainger  unfitted  for  a  mix£l  ^^  }^^,  kidney,  m  far  as  they  are  visible  to  the 

aiidience»-ED.  Oaz.  naked  eye,  he  will  yet  have  discovered  nothing 
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of  the  complex  machinerf  by  which  the  respecting  the  cbaxuiel  by  which  that  fluid 
secretion  of  urine  is  accomplished ;  and  so,  which  is  to  the  plant  what  the  arterial  blood 
in  fact,  we  might  adduce  every  organ  of  the  b  to  the  animal,  was  carried  to  the  orgciia 
economy — ^the  bones,  mnscles,  and  nerres,  which  it  is  designed  to  nourish.     The  ex- 
none  of  which  can  be  displayed  in  their  istence  and  actions  of  these  vital  vessels,  as 
internal  and  essential  parts  to  the  unaided  tiiey  were  called    by  SchulU,   have    been 
senses.  almost    universally   admitted;    there    are. 
In  proceeding  to  the    more   immediate  however,  some  careful  microscopic  observers 
object  of  this  address,  I  would,  in  the  first  who  have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  themselves 
place,  solicit  your  attention  to  some  of  those  that  a  true  circulation  does,  in  reality,  go  on 
microscopic  researches  by  which  vegetable  in  the  vessels  we  are  describing.     One  gen- 
anatomy  and  physiology  hiave  been  enriched,  tleman  possessing  a  very  superior  instrument, 
By  selecting  some  of  the  more  simple  or  ha3  repeatedly  sought  for  the  currents  de- 
cellular  phmts,  where  the  typical  structure  scribed,  but  so  long  as  his  observation  waa 
is  displayed  unobscured  by  the  addition  of  confined  to  the  living  plant  in  an  unmutUatud 
parts  wluch,  in  the  higher  classes,  renders  condition,  no  motion  could  be  seen  ;  but  on 
the  task  of  investigation  so  much  more  diffi-  making  an  incision,  movements,  which  were 
cult,  the  botanist  is  enabled,  with  the  assis-  attributed  to  the  escape  of  the  fluids,  were 
tance  of  the  microscope,  to  demonstrate  that  observed.     Without  dwelling  further  on  this 
tendency  to  the  spiral  disposition  of  the  point,  I  would  only  remark,  what  is  familiar 
component  parts,  which  so  strongly  pervades  to  many  who  are  present,  that  motions  are 
the  vegetable  kingdom.     If,  for  example,  occasionally  seen  in  fluids  which  have  been 
we  examine  the  different  species  of  confervae,  mistaken  for  vital  phenomena,  although  they, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  organic  corpuscles  in  reality,  depend  on  physical  causes,  sudi 
are  deposited  in  spirals.  as  those  seen  in  the  red  particles  when  a 
A  process  evidently  of  the  same  kind  was  a  drop  of  blood  is  placed  in  the  field  of  the 
noticed  by  Schleiden,  and  has  since  been  microscope,  or  in  the  capillary  vessels  of  the 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  E.  Quekett,  in  the  de-  frog's  foot  when  severed  from  the  body. 
Telopment  of   the  vascular   tissue  of   the        I  have  now  to  allade  to  a  series  of  inves- 
higher   plants.      The  latter    observer    has  tigations  which  have  thrown   a   new  and 
ascertained  that  the  membranous  tube  which  unexpected  light  on  some  of  the  most  im- 
precedes  the  vascular  tissue  becomes  charged  portant  laws  which  regulate  the  growth  or 
with  innumerable  granules,  which,  after  a  formation  of  organized  structures.     I  refer 
short  time,  begin  to  adhere  to  the  inner  sur-  to  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  cells, 
face  of  the  tube,  assuming  a  spiral  direction  Although  so  much  has  been  written  upon 
or  form,  and  thus  lay  the  foi^dation,  as  it  this  subject,  a  brief  notice  of  the  discoveries 
were,  for  the  vascular  tissue.     Again,  if  we  of  Schleiden  and  Schwann  may,  perhaps,  be 
watch  the  circulation  of  the  chara,  which,  as  permitted  on  this  occasion.    The  first  great 
a  microscopic  object,  almost  rivals  in  interest  truth  which  these  investigations  have  re- 
the  circulation  of  the  blood,  something  of  the  vealed   u,   that   although    nature    displays 
same  kind  is  noticeable ;  that  is  to  say,  the  infinite  variety  in  the  secondary  formations 
little  globules  which  indicate  the  currents  of  animals  and  vegetables,  yet  that  in  the 
going  on  in  each  cell  of  this  plant,  follow  in  primary  development  of  the  several  organs, 
the  larger  cells  a  definite  spiral  direction,  so  one  form  alone,  that  of  a  nucleated  cell,  is 
that  while  the  globules  describe  cnrvcd  cur-  observed.     The  mode   of   origin    of   this 
rents,  there  are  intervals,  called  by  Dutro-  primordial  cell  appears  to  be  as  follows  : 
chet  lines  of  repose,  where  no  motion  takes  the  minute  granules  existing  in  the  primitive 
place.     In  these  instances  we  have  an  oppor-  plastic,  but  as  yet  unformed  substance,  ag- 
tmiity  of  perceiving,  in  its  simplest  but  most  gregate  together,  and  so  form  a  small  and 
evident  manifestation,  that  spiral  form  which  usually  disc-shaped  body,  which,  being  the 
is  so  eminently  displayed  ih  the  whole  vege-  rudiment  or  origin  of  the  future  cell,  vras 
table  kingdom.  called  by  Schleiden  the  cytoblast  or  cell- 
And  here  I  would  remark,  that  one  of  germ,  though  the  term  of  nucleus,  first  given 
the  most  important  principles  established  to  this  body  by  our  distinguished  countryman, 
by  modem  research  is,  that  the  anatomist,  Dr.  Robert  Brown,  is  still  very  generally 
in  determining  the  fundamental  character  of  retained.     According    to    Schleiden,  it  is 
any  organ,  must  seek  for  it  in  the  lower  doubtful  if  the  cytoblast  is  in  reality  the  true 
forms  of  organic  beings,  where  the  typical  germ  of  the  cell ;  for  he  remarks,  that  in  the 
structure  is  displayed  in  all  its  simplicity.  cytoblast    itself   a  minute   sharply-defined 
Another  important  addition  to  vegeUble  object,  presenting  the  appearance  of  a  thick 
anatomy  was  the  discovery,  by  Schultz,  of  ring,  or  thick-walled  hollow  globule,  is  ob- 
the  vessels  by  which  the  circulation  of  the  served,  which,  forming  even  earlier  than  the 
elaborated  sap,  or  latex,  is  accomplished,  nucleus,  is  called  the  nucleolus.     From  the 
Previous  to  these  researches  nothing  coald  surface  of  the  cytoblast  there  rises  subae- 
be  more  unsatisfactory  than  our  knowledge  quently  a  thin  transparent  vesicle ;  and  this 
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it  is  which  constittites  the  walla  of  the  cell,  pathologist,  as  it  ia  calcokted  to  explain 
The  celebrated  German  anatomiat,  Schwann,  many  of  the  phenomena    connected    with 
has  demonstrated  that  the  same  identical  nutrition  and  secretion,  aa  weU  as  the  growdi 
phenomena  which  thus  oocar  in  the  vegetable  of  carcinomatous  and  other  tumors, 
are  also  exhibited  in  the  animal  kingdom :  This  reference  to  the  formation  of  the  nu- 
and  thus  we  learn,  that  whether  a  corpuscle  cleated  cell  naturally  leads  me  to  speak  of  the 
of  blood,  a  fibre  of  muscle,  a  filament  of  omm ;  for,  strange  as  it  may  appear  to  some 
nerye,  or  a  vessel,  is  destined  to  be  formed,  of  my  auditors,  the  new  being  or  embryo,  like 
the  foundation  of  each  is  a  cell  containing  a  all  its  individual  parts,  springs  from  a  cell,  or, 
nacleus,  which,  undergoing  a  series  of  trans-  more  correctly,  from  its  nucleus,  called  the 
formations,  may  be  ultimately  converted  first  germinal  vesicle,  or,  from  its  discoverer,  the 
into  a  tube  and  then  into  a  fibre.  vesicle  of  Purkinje.    The  limits  of  this  paper 
This  is  a  brief  account  of  one  of  the  most  are  quite  insufficient  to  allow  me  even  to 
brilliant  discoveries  which,  perhaps,  has  ever  glance  at  those  minute  and  extended  re- 
been  made  in  connexion  witii  the  science  of  searches,   including  numerous  microscopic 
organization.     The  great  principles  it  esta-  observations,  by  which  our  knowledge  of 
bliihes  respecting  the  formation  of  animal  embryology  has  been  so  remarkably  enriched, 
and  vegetable  tissues  have  been  universally  1  will  merely  call  your  attention  to  those 
adopted,  althongh  some  modifications,  and*  admirable  investigations  of  Dr.  Barry,  which 
those   not   unimportant    ones,    have    been  have  established,  among  so  many  other  valua- 
introdaced  by  other  observers  into  the  theory  ble  results,  the  ^ct  that  by  a  process  precisely 
as  originally  announced  by  Schleiden  and  the  same  as  that  described  as  taking  place  in 
Schwann.      Tho«e    physiologists    supposed  the  nucleus  of  the  cell,  the  minute  object  dis- 
that  the  nucleus  or  cytoblast,  having  per-  covered  by  Wagner,  and  called  the  germinal 
formed  what  they  conceived  to  be  its  specific  spot,  gives  origin  to  incipient  cells,  which 
office — the  formation,  namely,  of  the  cell —  fill  the  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  germinal 
was  cast  off  as  useless,  and  absorbed.     Fur-  vesicles.     Ultimately  two  of  these  cells  en- 
ther  inquiries,  both  in  Germany  and  Eng-  larging  constitute  the  true  germ,  and  then 
land,  have  ahown,  however,  that  the  nucleus  each  giving  origin  to  two  other  cells,  the  num- 
is  a  much  more  important  organ  than  was  her  becomes  4,  8,  and  so  on,  increasing  in 
originally  imagined.    Thus  Rosenthal  con-  the  ratio  of  geometrical  progression, 
tends  that  the  nuclei  serve  to  the  reproduc-  The  contributions  to  the  minute  structures 
tion  of  the  organic  tissues,  by  becoming  elon-  of  the  various  tissues  are  so  varied,  that  the 
gated  into  fibres ;  and  Reichert,  although  he  science  of  general  anatomy  has,  within  a  com- 
condemns  this  theory  as  hypothetical,  con-  paratively  short  period,  assumed  a  new  and 
ceives  that  Rosenthal's  inquiries  have  shown  more  important  aspect ;  there  is  indeed  no 
that  the  nucleus  does  not  disappear  in  the  class  of  organs  which  has  not  been  most  care- 
manner  stated  by  Schwann.     It  is,  however,  fully  investigated.     So  extended  have  been 
in  this  country  especially,  that  the  impor-  these  researches,  that  to  notice  them  would 
tance  of  the  C3rtoblast  has  been  shown  by  require  me  to  speak  of  every  texture  of  the 
Dr.    Martin    Barry.      This    distinguished  animal  frame,  and  would  thus  lead  to  details 
observer   contends,  that  instead  of  being  altogether  incompatible  with  the  limits  of 
removed  after  having  formed    the    parent  tMs  address. 

cell,  the  nucleus  becomes  the  source  of  new  By  the  judicious  employment  of  the  micro- 
cells  ;  and  as  it  is  capable  of  dividing  or  mul-  scope,  aided  by  minute  injection  and  com- 
tiplying  itself,  and  of  thus  giving  origin  to  parative  anatomy,  the  characteristic  corpus* 
objects  endowed  with  the  same  properties  as  cles  of  bone,  the  peculiar  tubuli  of  the  teeth— 
itself,  the  nucleus  posseses  in  this  kind  of  and  here  I  would  especially  point  to  the  re- 
vegetative  growth  an  almost  illimitable  searches  of  Professor  Owen  on  the  dental  or- 
power  of  increase.  Without  entering  into  gans  of  existing  and  extinct  animals — ^the 
themeritsof  this  question,  I  may  be  showed  general  structure  of  glands,  the  epithelium 
to  point  out,  that  although  the  power  pos-  and  dlia  of  mucous  membrane,  the  ultimate 
■eased  by  the  primary  cells,  and  by  the  tubes  fibrilla  of  muscle,  the  fibre  of  nerve,  and  the 
proceeding  from  tiiem,  of  absorbing  new  various  fluids,  normal  and  abnormal,  have 
matter  and  depositing  thu  in  their  interior,  either  been  satis&ctorily  investigated  or 
was  known  to  Schleiden  and  Schwann,  as,  greatly  elucidated. 

for  instance,  in  the  formation  of  the  spiral  Among  these  extended  inquiries  one  or 

vessel  of  the  plant,  and  of  the  muscular  fibre  two  subjects  only  can  be   briefly  noticed, 

in  the  animal ;  yet  to  Dr.  Barry  belongs  the  The  discovery  which  perhaps  promises  the 

great  merit  of  fixing  the  attention  of  phjsi-  most  important  results  b  that  of  Henle,  re- 

ologists  on  one  of  the  most  important  points  specting  the  existence  of  a  new  element  in  the 

connected  with  the'history  of  cells,  the  inde-  mucous  and  even  serous  membranes — the 

pendent  power,  namely,  in  virtue  of  which  epitheUnm."     By  this  term,  as  now  under- 

they  may  increase  almost  ad  infinUum.     It  stood,  is  meant  a  layer  of  particles,  which  are 

is  this  endowment  which  is  more  particularly  generally  considered  to  be  modified  nucleated 

interesting  to  the  physiologist,  and  to  thw  ceUs,  and  which  are  essentially  of  the  same  ' 


170  MR.  GRAINGER  ON  MICROSCOPIC  RESEARCHES  IN  ANATOMY. 

natare  as  those  of  the  epidermis.  Their  form  the  investigation  of  the  tissues  by  the  mlcro- 

and  namber  Tary  remarkably  in  the  different  scope,  is  tibat  relating  to  the  ultimate  stmc* 

organs  where  they  are  examined ;  for  it  must  tore  of  the  muscular  fibre,  and  as  this  is  a 

be   understood  that  these  peculiar  bodies,  point  which  at  the  present  moment  com- 

althongh  iu  some  situations  few  in  number,  mands  the  attention  of  microseopic  observers, 

or  even  altogether  absent,  generally  extend  I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  dwell  upon 

into  the  most  minute  divisions  of  the  serous  it  somewhat  less  briefly  than  on  the  topics 

and  mueous  membranes ;  as,  for  instance, into  previously  noticed." 

the  small  tubuli  of  the  secreting  glands.  The -allusion  which  I  made  in  the  former 

They  have  been  divided  by  Professor  Henle  part  of  this  paper  to  the  spiral  arrangement 

into  the  tesselated,  the  cylindrical,  and  the  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  will  tend  to  show 

ciliated.  More  lately,  however,  Mr.  Bowman  the  great  importance  of  that  disposition  in 

has  ascertained  that  those  called  by  Henle  one  of  the  grand  divisions  of  the  organic 

cylindricalare,infact,  prismatic  in  form;  and  creation.      There  are  many- facts  familiar 

he  has  added  a  fourth  class,  the  spheroidal,  to  botanists  which  will  throw  light  on  some 

As  to  number,  in  some  organs,  as  in  parts  views  presently  to  be  noticed,  respecting  the 

exposed  to  pressure — the  mouth,  the  pharynx,  presumed  existence  in  the  animal  kingdom 

oesophagus,   and  vagina,  for  instance,  and  of  a  similar  principle  of  arrangement.     It  is 

especially  in  the  glands,  where  they  seem  to  •known,  for  example,  that  by  carefully  tracing 

form  almost  the  whole  mass  of  the  mucous  the  spiral  tissue  of  the  plant  through  the 

membrane  of  secreting  tubes — they  are  most  several  stages  of  its  6rst  development,  and 

abundant;  whilst  in  other  regions,  as  the  of  its  subsequent  transformations,  it  can  be 

eustachian  tubes  and  tympanic  cavities,  they  demonstrated  that  various  and  sometimes 

are  more  sparingly  distributed.  even  apparently  most  anomalous  forms,  such 

Late    observations    tend  to    show    that  as  annular  vessels,  dotted  ducts,  and  reticu- 

these  bodies  take  an  active  share  in  the  pro-  lated  cells,  are  produced  simply  by  modifi- 

cess  of  secretion  ;  indeed,  if  the  researches  of  cations  of  the  fundamental  or  typical  spiral 

Mr.  Goodsir  be  substantiated,  it  will  be  ne*  fibre. 

cessary  to  conclude  that  the  epithelial  nu-  Now  the  animal  kingdom  presents,   as 

cleated  cells  are  the  immediate  agents  of  that  it  would  seem,  an  exactly  parallel  transfor- 

process.  Mr.  Goodsir  conceives  that  the  wall  mation,  in  the  structure  of  the  breathing 

of  each  cell  is  the  part  which  performs  the  tubes  or  trachese.     In  the  class  insecta,  it  is 

secreting,  and  that  the  cells  when  they  are  familiarly  known  that  the  tracheae,  instead  of 

full  give  way,  and  so  pour  the  fluid  into  the  being  composed  as  in  man  and  the  other  ver- 

banning  of  the  execretory  duct.      This  tebrate  animals,  of interruptedandimperfectly 

theory  implies  the  incessant  destruction  of  closed  rings,  consist  of  a  continueid  spiral 

the  epithelium  cells,  which  are  supposed  by  and  round  filament.     It  has,  however,  been 

Mr.  Goodsir  to  be  in  a  constant  state  of  de-  noticed  by  Burmeister,  that  in  larger  trachese, 

velopment,  maturity,  and  atrophy.  as  in  those  of  the  locusta  viridissima,  the 

One  of  the  most  curious  facts  connected  thread  loses  its  cylindrical,  and  assumes  a 
with  the  epithelinm  is  the.  existence,  on  its  flattened  form ;  and  Sprengel  has  further  as- 
free  or  unattached  surface,  of  an  immense  certained  the  interesting  foct,  that  in  such 
number  of  microscopic  hair-like  filaments,  larger  tubes  the  spiral  becomes  interrupted, 
called  cilia.  These  minute  bodies,  which  and  forms,  as  in  the  apparently  similar  case 
present,  when  in  action  underthe  microscope,  of  the  annular  ducts  of  plants,  perfectly  closed 
a  beautiful  spectacle,  and  of  which  so  ex-  rings.  But  the  exquisitely  l^utiAil  struc- 
cellent  an  account  has  been  given  by  Dr.  ture  seen  in  the  bilobed  tongues  of  the  musca 
Sharpey,  although  most  abundantly  distri-  vomitoria,  or  common  horse-fly,  affords  a 
buted,  are  by  no  means  co-extensive  with  the  more  palpable  demonstration  of  this  transfor- 
epithelium.  They  abound  in  all  the  lower  mation  of  a  continual  spiral ;  for  you  will 
classes  of  animals,  even  on  the  surface  of  some  distinctly  perceive  that  whilst  the  larger  tubes 
embryos,  and  especially  in  the  mucous  sur-  of  this  remarkable  organ  are  formed  like  the 
faces  and  passages.  They  have  been  lately  ordinary  trachess  of  insects,  that  is  to  say 
discovered  in  most  unexpected  situations,  as  of  a  continuous  filament,  the  smaller  tubes 
on  the  lining  membranes  of  the  cerebral  ven-  proceeding  from  it  are  composed  of  imper- 
tricles,  where  they  were  first  seen  by  Pnrkinje  feet  rings,  of  a  horse-shoe  form,  and  present- 
and  Valentin ;  and  on  the  surface  of  the  peri-  ing  in  their  divaricated  extremities  a  peculiar 
cardium  and  peritoneum  in  some  of  the  lower  percate  appearance.  When  to  these  facts 
animals :  they  have  been  doubtfully  seen  in  we  add,  that  in  one  of  the  herbivorous  cetaoea, 
the  interior  of  the  nerves  by  Valentin  and  namely  the  dugmy  or  fabled  mermaid,  the 
Remak.  One  of  the  latest  discoveries  of  trachev  is  composed,  as  in  insects,  of  the 
these  bodies  is  that  of  Mr.  Bowman,  who  coils  of  a  continuous  cartilage,  there  can  re- 
has  seen  them  in  action  within  the  orifice  main  little  doubt  that  the  interrupted  and 
of  the  secretmg  tube  of  the  kidney.  imperfect  rings  of  the  wmdpipe  of  the  verte- 

"  The  last  subjects,  gentlemen,  to  which  I  brata  genersUy  are  in  reality  developed  on 

shall  direct  your  attention  in  connexion  with  the  principle  of  a  spiral. 
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A  celebrated  microscopical  obaerver,  M.  wound  aronnd  a  faaclcoliia ;  and  lome  months 

Mandl,  contends  that  a  spiral  arrangement  previous  to  the  announcement  of  Dr.  Barry's 

is  also  observed  in  the  cutaneous  appendages  researches,  Dr.  Leeson  had  disoorered  and 

of  animals,  as  in  the  barbs  and  barbules  of  demonstrated  to  some  gentlemen  connected 

feathers,  in  the  scales  of  fishes,  and  in  the  with  the  hospital  a  spiral  of  the  same  cha- 

growth  of  hair.  racter,  that  is  to  say,  is  wound  aronnd  a 

Having  thus  cursorily  noticed  that  there  primitive  fasciculus.    This  seems,  as  far  as  I 

are  evideoces  of  a  spiral  arrangement  in  the  can  judge  from  several  examinations,  to  cor- 

animal   kingdom,   I    may   state  that  Dr.  respond  in  position  to  the  delicate  transparent 

Barry  conceives  that  this  disposition  is  more  sheath  of  the  primitive  fasciculus  so  beautifuUy 

or  less  displayed  in  the  various  fibrous  or-  demonstrated  by  Mr.  Bowman,  and  called  by 

gans  of  the  body,  and  oonsequently  in  the  him  the  sarcolemma.     A  few  evenings  since 

muscular  fibre.    Most  of  the  microscopic  I  was  present  when  Dr.  Leeson  showed  his 

observers  of  muscle,   from   Leuwenhoeok,  spiral  to  Mr.  Bowman  and  Mr.  Busk,  when 

Borelli,  and  Hooke,  to  those  of  the  present  the  former  gentleman,  with  perfect  candour, 

day,  have  however  contended  that  the  ul-  admitted  it  was  a  structure  he  had  never  seen 

timate  fibre   is  composed  of  a  series  of  before.  But  you  will  observe,  gentlemen,  that 

particles  which  have  been  variously  com-  this  part  of  which  I  am  now  speaking  does 

pared  to  a  line  of  beads,  pearls,  &c.    The  not  touch  the  main  question — the  nature 

corpuscular  theory  has  been  lately  supported  namely,  of  the  ultimate /6re ;  for  the  spiral 

by  Mr.  Bowman,  in  the  admirable  paper  he  demonstrated  by  Dr.  Leeson  sunrounda  the 

has  given  on  the  structure  of  muscle.     He  primitiveya«cict(/t».  At  the  time  mentioned, 

supposes  that    the  primitive  fasciculi,    or  however.  Dr.  Leeson  had  satisfied  himself 

bundlesofvoluntary  muscles,  consist  of  elon-  that  the  ultimate  fibrt  itself  consists  of  a 

gated  polygonal  masses  or  particles,  which  spiral, 

bodies  thus  compose  the  primitive  fibrilla.  It  is  proper  to  notice,  that  in  the  year 

According  to  Dr.  Barry,  whose  views  on  1838,  Mr.  Mandl  must  have  seen  something 
this  subject  are  familiar  to  many  present,  the  of  the  same  kind  ;  for  he  states,  though  this 
ultimate  muaculait  fibre  ia  composed  of  a  part  of  his  account  is  incorrect,  that  the  well- 
double  spiral  filament,  which,  for  the  sake  of  known  transverse  striae  seen  on  the  muscular 
illustration,  might  be  compared  to  the  two  fasciculi  are  merely  the  coila  of  a  band  of 
strands  of  a  twisted  rope,  to  which  objects,  cellular  tissue,  spirally  disposed  around  the 
indeed,  the  fibre,  when  seen  under  the  micro-  ultimate  filaments. 

scope,  often  bears  a  striking  resemblance.  In  I  had  intended  to  have  pointed  out  some 
examining  different  specimens  single  spirals  of  the  applications  of  the  microscope  in  the 
are  occasionally  seen,  presenting  in  some  in-  investigations  connected  with  physiology 
stances  an  appearance  exactly  Uke  the  turns  and  geology ;  but  I  find  that  I  have  already 
of  a  corkscrew ;  but  the  fully  formed  fibrilla  ao  hi  exceeded  the  limits  prescribed  for  this 
seems,  according  to  the  account  and  drawings  address,  that  I  have  only  time  to  briefly  call 
toublli^ed,  to  be  composed  of  two  spirals,  your  attention  to  a  subject  immediately  con- 
The  formation  of  the  spiral  fibre  of  muscle  nected  with  our  meeting  this  evening — 
and  other  organs,  is  first  developed,  according  namely,  minute  iiyection.  Although  some 
to  Dr.  Barry,  in  the  red  particles  of  the  blood,  of  the  older  anatomists,  and  especially 
of  which  process  he  has  given  a  minute  ac-  Ruysch  and  Lieberkufan,  greatly  excelled  in 
count.  The  plates  in  the  Philosophical  this  beautiful  art,  which  subsequently  fell  in 
Transactions  represent  a  coil  of  disc-like  some  degree  into  disuse,  it  is  proper  on  this 
bodies,  Tsriouslydisposed  within  the  elliptical  occasion  to  state  that  several  sealous  culti- 
oorpusdes  of  reptiles,  and  the  drcnlar  par-  vators  of  minute  anatomy  have  lately  suc- 
ticles  of  the  mammalia.  And  here  I  may  oeeded  in  displaying,  with  a  perfection  which 
mention,  that  it  is  an  important  part  of  Dr.  may  vie  with  any  preceding  productions,  the 
Barry's  general  theory  respecting  the  high  most  delicate  ramifications  of  the  blood- 
importance  of  the  cytoblast  of  nucleated  oelb,  vessels.  Hirough  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Dal- 
that  the  coils  just  mentioned  are  produced  rymple,  Mr.  Bowman,  and  Mr.  Quekett,  of 
by  the  division  and  multiplication  of  the  nn-  the  College  of  Surgeons,  I  have  had  frequent 
cleus  of  the  red  particle.  opportunities  of  inspecting  the  various  or- 

Such  are  the  accounts  of  two  other  most  gans  thus  prepared ;  and  I  think  that  those 

recent  observers  of  the  muscular  fibre.     It  gentiemen  who  may  this  evening  examine 

would,  of  course,  be  presumptuous  indeed  to  tiie  vascular  preparations  made  by  Mr.  J. 

attempt  to  decide  the  question ;  I  will  there-  Quekett,  will  coincide  in  the  opinion  that  he 

fore  merely  mention  one  or  two  circum-  has  attained  all  that  the  art  of  injection,  so 

stances  which  may  throw  some  light  on  this  far  as  displaying  the  disposition  of  the  ves- 

Bubject.     That  there  is  a  peculiar  spiral  con-  sels  is  concerned,  can  effect.     By  the  de- 

nected  with  the  muscular  tissue,  is  now  ad-  monstration  of  the  vessels  thus  afforded,  it 

mttted  by  the  best  observers.    Dr.  Barry  has  been  ascertained  that  they  observe  a 

has  figured  in  one  of  his  plates  a  spiral  fibre  special  arrangement  for  each  organ :  thus 
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there  is  one  character  for  the  respiratory  ever  structural  chang-es  were  found  in 

organ;  «  second  for  the  mucous  surface  of  the  practical  rooms,  and  to  all   the 

the  stomadi;  a  third  for  the  small  intestine ;  deviations  from  the  usual  and  natural 

and  so  forth.  arrangement  of  parts  which  from  time 

The  combined  use  of  the  microscope  and  jq  time  occurred.    Now  of  the  struc- 

minnte  injection  is  evidently  introducing  a  tural  changes  which  were  observed,  one 

new  era  into  the  history  of  anatomical  pre-  j^  particular  forced  itself  early  upon 

paratrons.    The  existing  museums,  although  ^y  notice  ;  this  was  "  abrasion  of  the 

most  vahiable  for  iUustrating  the  more  de-  encrusting  cartilages  of  the  long  bones, 

monstrative  branches  of  anatomy,  and  the  ^^^  ^^^^  especially  in  the  knee  and 

coarser  changes  induced  by  disease,  are,  m  ^^    joints."     A  theory  (as  must  ever 
feet,  msufficient  either  for  the  elucidation  of  J  presented  iteelf  to 

the  ultimate  structure  of  the  human  body,  "^  ^r"  ^'^y  "^ *;,      ^i,o««.«o««    t 

or  for  the  detection  of  the  essential  changes  enable  me  to  pup  the  phenomena  I 
induced  by  morbid  action.  A  well-assorted  then  observed,  and  to  predict  the 
coUection  of  injected  organs,  normal  and  occurrence  of  similar  changes  provided 
diseased,  and  of  sections  and  other  sped-  similar  causes  were  present  ;  to  be 
mens  disnlaying  the  intimate  structure,  all  brief,  I  arrived,  after  a  few  years  ob- 
of  which  might  be  contained  in  a  small  ca-  servation,  at  the  following  conclusions, 
binet,  together  with  a  superior  achromatic  or  abstract  propositions  :-p 
microscope,  would  do  more  to  convey  to  the  Ist,  That  the  encrusting  cartilages 
student  a  real  icnowledge  of  the  human  or-  of  the  long  bones,  and  of  others,  may 
ganization,  than  an  imposing  display  of  ^^e,  and  are  sometimes,  destroyed  by 
magnificent  rooms  filled  with  bottles,  which  ^^y  contracted  state  of  ihe  joint,  lead- 
in  every  sense  may  be  said  to  be  hermetically  jjjg  ^  ^^  undue  pressure  on  the  articu- 

■e«led*  .       ,-,.,,.,    ^  lar  surfaces  at  some  points,  and  an 

In  conclusion,  I  feel  it  due  both  to  you  absence,  or  at  least  a  diminution,  in 

and  to  myself  t»  state,  ^at  whcnl  under-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  necessary 

took  to  pr««nt  f^llJ^}^^^^^^  for  the  due  maintenance  of  the  healthy 

imperfect  sketch  of  microscopic  research,  in  „.    ,  ...^       *„;i  -^ 

its  relation  to  anatomy,  I  was  entirely  in  ^^^^i^^\   ^^^. 

igLorance  of  the  importance  thU  meeting  ^^^dly,    Including   m  some  measm-e 

would  assume,  from  the  number  and  scienti-  the    first    proposiUon,  th^t  whatever 

fie  dUtinction  of  those  who  have  favoured  alters  materially  and  permanently,  or 

the  medical  officers  and  teachers  of  this  hos-  at  least  for  a  considerable  time,  the 

pital  with  then*  presence  this  evening.    I  system  of  leverage  natural  to  any  joint, 

feel,  gentlemen,  that  if  I  had  knowingly  nn-  must,  in  the  end,  rub  away,  or  destroy, 

dertsken  this  office  before  such  auditors,  I  by  wattina  or  want  of  use,  the  car- 

should  have  been  guilty  of  great  presump-  tilages  and  synovial  tissue  of  that  joint, 

tion ;  but  such,  I  must  repeat,  was  not  the  and  even  the  surfaces  of  the  bones 

case ;  and  I  can  only  express  my  regret  that  themselves,    unless    the    injury   were 

I  should  have  thus  engaged  your  attention,  arrested  by  a  timely  eburnation  of  the 

when  my  phu^e  would  have  been  w  much  y^^^    ^^  ^Yi&t  this  effect  might  happen 

more  d,ly  occupied  by  that  duifanguished  ^i^      ^her  independent  of  inflamma- 

physiologist  to  whose  admirable  researches  tion!  ulceration,  &c. 

I  have  had  so  many  occasions  to  refer,  and  "  i  »  wiu^icn.»v«,  **^-         .     ,  . 

whcmi  I  un  most  proud  to  «U  my  eol-        I  am  qmte  aware  that  m  thus  putUng 

leaffue  forward  a  theory  in  this  prominent  way, 

^^  ' there  ia  a  danger  of  my  readers  arriving 

at  a  conclusion  prejudicial  not  merely 

IIBHOIB  ON  to  it  but  to  the  whole  of  the  facts  here- 

A6RASI0N  OF  THE  DIARTHRODIAL  after  to  be   stated.     This,  however, 

CARTILAGES  BY  FRICTION,  would  be  quite  an  unfair  conclusion. 

A*r«  «w  -.».*«  During  seventeen  years,  at  least,  the 

.  ™^«„^  ™^,*  r!^^«  ^  A TTcr.c  theory  has  been  held  by  me  loosely  in 

ATROPHY  FROM  OTHER  CAUSES.  ^^^  j^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^/^y  to  be  aban- 

By  Robert  Knox,  M.D.  doned  should  any  fact  appear  subver- 

,     ,  ^     ^^    ,  sive  of  it ;  but  no  such  fact,  although 

(For  ike  lAmdtm  Medical  OtutiU,)  searched  for  anxiously,  having    ever 

appeared,  I  cannot  well  be  accused  of 

Ever  since  I  first  taught   anatomy,  hasto  in  submitting  to  the  profession 

nearly  seventeen  years  ago,  it  has  been  the  following  series  of  observations, 
with  me  a  constant  practice  to  direct        Finally,  I  call  it  a  series  of  observa- 

the  attention  of  my  students  to  what-  tions,  because  they  really  arc  so ;  and 
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seeing  that  they  have  heen  chiefly 
made  in  presence  of  large  classes, 
merit  the  attention  of  my  professional 
brethren,  altogether  independent  of  the 
theoretical  chain  with  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  link  them  together. 

As  my  observations,  from  their  very 
nature,  exclude  all  idea  of  method,  I 
shall  proceed  at  once  to  detail  the 
organic  changes  observed  in  each  of 
the  joints  in  succession  in  which  I  may 
have  observed  them,  commencing  witn 
the  first  joint  of  the  great  toe,  or,  as 
anatomists  term  it,  the  metatarso-pha- 
langeal  articulation. 

The  human  foot,  like  every  other 
part  of  the  body,  is  liable  not  merely 
to  great  variety  in  form  or  shape, 
still  confined  within  natural  bounds 
and  a  strictly  human  form,  but  also  to 
a  number  of  deformities  congenital  and 
acquired.  I  shall  speak  first  of  the 
natural  form  of  the  foot,  and  of  the 
proportionate  and  strictly  beautiful 
foot,  and  of  the  probable  sources  of 
our  ideas  of  the  beautiful  in  respect  to 
the  human  foot.  The  first  remarkable 
circumstance  in  regard  to  the  human 
foot,  whether  male  or  female,  is  that 
in  childhood  (I  mean  before  the  fourth 
year,  or  thereabout)  the  feet  are 
almost  universally  well  formed,  and 
possess  that  form  which,  should  it  per- 
sist in  the  grown-up  woman,  all  men  at 
once  declare  to  be  beautiful.  There 
are,  of  course,  exceptions,  but  speaking 
of  the  young  foot  generally,  whether 
male  or  female  ("tg.  1),  I  should  feel 

Fio.  1. 


disposed  to  describe  it  as  being  seem- 


ingly short,  compared  with  the  stature 
of  the  child ;  its  inner  margin  straight, 
but  more  generally  somewhat  arched 
inwards;  the  great  toe  either  placed 
on  the  same  plane  with  the  inner  mar- 
^n  of  the  foot,  or  somewhat  arched 
inwards,  and  slightly  detached  from  the 
second,  leaving  an  obvious  space  be- 
tween them;  the  second  toe  longer 
than  the  first ;  all  the  surfaces  smooth, 
and  as  if  chiselled  in  marble  ;  one 
gentle  elevation,  somewhat  arched, 
carries  the  back  of  the  foot  from  the 
toes  to  the  instep ;  everything  is  taper, 
soft,  gently  traced ;  neither  sinews, 
nor  vems,  nor  bones,  are  visible ;  the 
whole,  in  fact,  is  eminently  beautiful, 
and  in  keeping  with  all  those  pleasing 
and  graceful  forms  which  render  the 
child  an  object  of  gentle  attraction 
even  to  the  sternest  natures  of  man- 
kind. After  this  period,  sooner  or 
later,  the  fonn  and  proportions  of  the 
feet  beein  to  alter :  in  the  boy  they 
soon  take  on  a  masculine  form  and 
male  proportions;  the  tendo-achillis 
becomes  prominent  and  stron^l^  de-^ 
fined.  The  foot  acquires  a  length  m  the 

grown  man  equal  to  a  sixth  of  tne  whole 
eight  of  the  individual ;  in  the  full- 
grown  woman  about  a  seventh  and  a 
quarter,  or  between  that  and  a  seventh 
and  a  half ;  that  is,  woman's  foot  is 
absolutely  shorter,  comparing  height 
for  height,  than  the  male  foot.  So 
that  if  both  individuals  measure  66 
inches  in  absolute  height,  then  the 
male  foot  will,' and  ought  to,  measure 
eleven  inches,  or  a  sixth  of  the  total 
height :  I  say  ought,  for  if  less,  even 
by  half  an  inch,  an  air  of  eflfeminacy 
and  insecurity  is  given  to  the  whole 
figure.  On  the  other  hand,  the  female 
foot  of  a  person  66  inches  in  total 
height  will  be  found  generally  to 
measure  somewhat  less  than  nine 
inches ;  and  if  more,  it  gives  to  the 
whole  an  unpleasinc^  masculine  cha- 
racter, a  character  of  strength,  solidity, 
and  firmness,  unsuited  and  unexpected 
in  the  female  form.  But  the  changes 
which  the  human  foot  undergoes  are 
not  confined  to  proportions  merely ; 
the  more  remarkable  regard  the  ex- 
trinsic shape  and  character  of  the 
entire  foot.  The  female  foot,  when  per- 
fect, retains,  and  ought  to  retain,  much 
of  the  infEuitile  or  childish  form;  its 
straight  inner  line,  and  its  freedom 
firom  angular  proportions ;  but  above 
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all,  as  I  have  alresdjr  said,  its  infantile 
character,  from  which  the  mnle  foot 
deviutes  Ro  widely )  and  this  it  ia  which 
preserves  for  the  finely-fonned  female 
not,  that  of  the  Venus  for  example,  the 
title  of  beautiful,  to  which  the  finest 
male  foot  has  no  pretensions  whatever; 
it  is  the  retaining  of  that  infantile 
character,  associated  in  our  minds  with 
youth  and  health,  grace,  simplicity, 
■nd  tnilb,  loveliness,  and  confiding 
faelplessnesB  of  the  person.  It  is  proper 
to  observe  here,  that  the  foot  of  the 
wry  young  child  or  infant  differs  from 
that  of  the  child  of  three,  four,  or  six 
years  of  age;  it  is  not  so  pleasingly 
formed,  retoininff  something  of  tne 
fcetal  form  (whica  is  sever  pleasing), 
an  inner  line  too  much  curved,  a  large 
toe  longer  and  stranger  in  proportion 
than  what  taste  reckons  comely,  and 
loo  widely  separated  from  the  second; 
the  foot,  like  all  other  paris  of  the 


body,  undergoing  phases  or  changM 
from,  and  even  before,  birth  until  its 
maturity  and  ultimate  decay.  In  a 
word,  the  fostal  forms  are  unpleasing; 
the  infantile,  on  the  contrBry,beautiful, 
If  n-e  turn  now  to  contemplate  the 
same  inEtrument  in  the  adult,  whether 
male  or  female,  whose  proportions  may 
not  be  so  favoured,  we  frequently  find 
that  B.  congenital  deformity,  or  at  least 
a  tendency  to  deformity,  soon,  at  least 
in  some,  begins  to  show  itself:  the 
deformity  to  which  I  allude  is  that 
peculiar  dislocation  of  the  great  toe,  or 
change  in  its  direction  from  a  straight 
line  with  the  inner  plane  of  the  ftot 
(or  even  arched  in  wardB)aa  it  once  was, 
to  that  of  an  angle,  more  or  less  acute, 
with  the  metatarsal  bone  supporting 
it,  until  at  last  it  produces  a  plaiting, 
as  it  is  called,  of  the  toes,  the  large  toe 
passing  eitherunder  or  over  the  second 
(figB.2  and  3).    This  plaiting  leaves  ex< 
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po8edthediBtal,lDrge,  rounded  end  of  the 
metatarsal  bone,  which  some  surgeons 
mistake  for  a,  tumor,  and  treat  as  such, 
calling  it  a  bunion:  the  internal  lateral 
ligaments  give  way ;  theyspreadout,  in 
fact,  become  lacerated,  and  reduced 
Blowl<r,  but  surely,  to  mere  shreds ; 
occasionally  a  small  bursa  or  two  forms 
just  over  these  ligaments ;  at  last,  the 
integuments  themselves  ulcerate,  and 
the  oone  appears,  which  the  surgeon 
nest  attacks  as  an  exostosis  and  morbid 
^wth,  the  anatomist  knowing  all  the 
time  that  the  whole  of  this  surgical 
view  is  B  delusion,  an  inconceivable 
error ;  that  the  metatarsal  bone  is,  in 
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fact,  in  its  place,  and  that  nothing  as  the  Venus.  I  have  heard  of  many 
whatever  has  happened  excepting  a  other  theories  equally  inadmissible  with 
slow  but  constantly-increasing  chanfi;e  the  one  just  mentioned  in  respect  to 
in  the  direction  of  the  great  toe,  merely  the  cause  af  this  so  frequent  deformity, 
producing  a  plaiting  of  the  toes,  a  but  one  of  the  last,  and  certainly  not 
stretching  of  the  lateral  ligaments,  the  least  ingenious,  was  one  propounded 
much  uneasiness  and  positive  pain;  and,  to  me  by  an  old  six  feet  high  admiral ; 
should  the  dislocation  proceed  so  far  as  he  had  suffered  much  from  this  dislo- 
to  expose  the  joint,  much  distress  and  cation  outwards  of  the  great  toe  in 
real  suffering.  In  respect  to  the  in-  both  feet,  which  misfortune  he  was  not 
temal  condition  of  the  joint,  I  may  disposed  to  ascribe  to  any  original 
here  briefly  remark,  that  the  cartilages  predisposition,  but  solely  to  his  cbnc- 
of  encrustation  disappear  from  the  mg  master,  and  to  the  absurd  practice 
surfaces  of  the  bones,  which  become  of  civilized  well-bred  nations  walk- 
smooth  and  not  unfrequently  take  on  in^  with  their  toes  turned  outwards ; 
an  ivory  polish.  Here,  then,  is  one  pomting  out  to  me,  with  much  con- 
cause  for  the  destruction  of  the  car-  ndence  in  his  theory,  that  the  savage, 
tilages  of  a  joint,  but  seemingly  not  who  had  no  dancing  master,  never  had 
abrasion :  tiiese  cartilages  have  dis-  this  complaint,  but  iiad  at  idl  times  a 
appeared  not  by  too  much  friction  ex-  well-formed  foot.  How  ingenious  are 
ercised  on  a  part,  but  rather  by  too  the  theories  of  the  non-professional, 
little,  a  cause  just  as  effectual  in  cans-  but  at  the  same  time  how  totally  desti- 
ing  the  absorption  or  disappearance  tute,  like  many  of  our  medical  ones,  of 
of  cartilage  from  the  extremity  of  bones  even  the  slightest  foundation  in  truth, 
as  the  opposite :  it  may  indeed  be  laid  It  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  this 
down  as  an  axiom  in  regard  to  the  deformity  of  the  foot  is  more  common 
diarthrodial  cartilages,  that  they  are  in  the  Saxon  than  in  the  Celtic  race,  and 
affected,  more  or  less,  by  every  chanfi;e  occurs  oftenest  in  large,  raw-boned,  iU- 
of  the  joint,  whether  the  change  reter  proportioned,  tall  persons;  nature  seem- 
to  an  alteration  of  the  mode  of  leverage,  ingly  leaving,  in  such  persons,  the  ex- 
or  to  the  mere  exercise  of  the  indi-  tremities  unfinished.  I  have  already 
vidual  parts.  said  that  the  disposition  to  it  may,  in 
The  dislocation  outwards  of  the  great  some,  be  seen  very  early ;  at  ten,  twelve, 
toe  I  have  just  described,  sometimes  in  or  fifteen,  increasing  with  years,  never 
one  foot,  sometimes  in  both,  is  one  of  improving,  and  seemingly  incurable, 
the  most  common  deformities  met  with  All  contrivances  I  have  as  yet  seen 
in  rej^ard  to  the  foot  I  have  never  devised  for  restoring  the  ^at  toe  to 
seen  it  in  any  sava^  race,  but  so  far  as  its  -right  direction  have  entirely  fiiiled. 
I  can  judge  (and  m  Scotland  oppor-  The  tendon  of  the  extensor  lonfifus,  and 
tunities  for  observing  the  naked  foot  at  its  muscle,  after  a  time,  aid  in  in- 
all  ages  are  by  no  means  unfre-  creasing  the  evil,  by  drawins;  ihe 
quent)  the  deformity  is  quite  common  toe  stiU  more  forcibly  outws^ ;  so 
amongst  all  ranks  and  every  age,  with  that,  in  addition  to  the  wedge  which 
the  exception  of  the  very  young.  ^  It  some  have  proposed  placing  between 
seems  to  me  to  arise  from  a  congenital  the  first  and  second  toes,  to  counteract 
predisposition  ;  every  thing  I  have  the  teudenc^r  to  displacement  and  con- 
seen,  every  thing  I  have  observed,  and  secutive  partial  dislocation  (which  are, 
all  the  dissections  I  have  made,  are,  in  in  fact,  the  essence  of  the  disease),  this 
my  mind,  subversive  of  the  theory  of  tendon  would  require  to  be  divided. 
Mr.  Key,  and  others,  who  maintain  My  bootmaker  lately  mentioned  to  me 
that  it  may  be  traced  to  tieht  shoes,  the  idea  of  an  ingenious  gentleman  who 
to  too  much  standing  ^rect,  aided  by  age  had,  in  returning  overland  fix>m  India, 
and  corpulency ;  I  repeat  I  have  never  visited  Egypt,  and  being  much  struck 
met  with  a  single  observation  confir-  with  the  form  of  the  foot  of  the  Egyp- 
matory  of  such  a  theory.  I  have  seen  the  tian  mummy,  and  particularly  with  the 
deformity  at  ten,  twelve,  fifteen,  in  the  remarkable  straigntness  of  its  inner 
mere  stripling  and  ^rl  who  scarcely  line  and  great  toe,  in  which  no  obliquity 
ever  had  a  shoe  on  his  or  her  foot ;  the  outwards  could  be  discovered,  adopted 
extremely  corpulent  and  active  I  have  for  the  nonce  the  very  pretty  theory  that 
observed  at  the  age  of  forty,  fifty,  and  all  this  was  owing  to  the  form  of  the 
sixty,  with  feet  nearly  as  well  formed  Egyptian  sandal;  and  that  our  crooked 
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feet,  and  plaited  great  toes  especially,  which,  in  her  case,  was  more  stron^lv 

could  be  ascribed  to  nothing  else  but  marked  than  usual.    But  that  which 

to  the  pointed  narrow  form    of   the  struck  me  most  forcibly  was  that  her 

European  shoe!    Of  course  it  never  mother,  who  stood  close  by  her,  had 

had  occurred  to  him  that  something  precisely  the  same  deformity  in  the 

might  be  due  to  the  race  of  men  to  opposite  foot. 

whom  the    feet   belonged ;    that  the  Thus  all  I  have  seen  during  the  last 

Saxon    and  the  Coptic  races  might,  twenty  years  convinces  me  that  the 

after  all,  not  be  identical;  that,  as  they  deformity  in  question  is  not  caused, 

differed  remarkably  in  physioraomy,  generallv  at  least,  by  the  use  of  tight 

colour,  shape,  intellectual  and  pnysical  shoes  (theory  of  Mr.  Key,  and  of  all 

qualities,  so  they  misht  also  differ  in  shoemakers),  nor  by  the  instructions 

respect  to  the  form  of  the  foot.    These  of  the  dancing  master  directing  us  to 

were  points  which  perhaps  had  never  turn    our   toes   outwards  in  walking 

occurred  to  him ;  so  he  ordered  his  (theory  of  the  Admiral  I  have  referred 

bootmaker  to  make  for  him  all  boots  to),  nor  by  ill  made  shoes  generally 

and  shoes  on  the  model  of  the  Egyptian  (theory  of  the  gentleman  who    had 

sandal  given  him  for  that  purpose,  and  visited'  Egypt) ;  but  arises  mainly,  if 

taken  originally  from  the  foot  of  a  not  solely,  from  a  congenital  tendency 

primitive  Uopt.    I  sincerely  trust  that  or  disposition  in  the  foot  of  some  per- 

the  experiment  may  succeed:  in  the  sons  to  assume  this  form ;  and  that — 

meantime   I  must   retain  mv  doubts  First,  it  occurs  at  nearly  all  ages 

until  he  satisfies  me  of  the  identity  of  after  five  or  six. 

the  races.  Secondly,  in  males  and  females  in- 

In  thus  opposing  the  theory  of  Mr.  discriminately,  whether  heavy  or  Kght 

Key,  in  regard  to  the  causes  producing  made,  and  whether  they  have  worn 

this  deformity  of  the  human  foot,  justice  shoes  or  not. 

to  myself  compels  me  to  state  that,  Thirdly,  it  may  be  confined  to  one 
before  doing  so,  I  have  endeavoured  to  foot,  or  found  in  both, 
obtain  information  in  every  way.  Being  Fourthly,  it  leads  to  an  atrophv  or 
aware  that  nearly  all  "  the  trade"  (t  disappearance  of  the  cartilages  of  en- 
mean  of  boot  and  shoe  makers)  enter-  crustation  and  of  the  synovial  mem- 
tained  the  same  or  similar  views,  I  felt  brane ;  and  as  this  cannot  be  caused 
that  there  were  two  of  the  highest  by  pressure,  nor  inflammation,  nor 
autliorities  opposed  to  me;  the  practical  apparently  by  ulceration,  it  must  ori- 
surgeon  i.nd  skilful  observer  of  great  gmate  in  the  altered  form  of  the  joint, 
eminence,  and  the  practical  workman,  and  the  non-use  of  the  cartilages  tbem- 
But  now  that,  in  this  half-shod  king-  selves. 

dom,   I    have   looked   attentively   at  Before  returning  from  this  digression 

hundreds  and  hundreds  of  naked  feet,  on  the  form  of  the  human  foot,  I  shall 

in  young  and  old,  I  feel  confident  in  take  the  liberty  ofadding  a  few  remarks 

the  correctness  of  my  views.    One  of  in  respect  to  a  point  or  two  which,  to 

the  very  last  observations,  as  showing  me,  seem  not  well  understood.    It  ia 

the  congenital  nature  of  the  deformity,  well  known  that  a  short  shoe  or  boot, 

or  rather  of  the  tendency  which  leads  although  always  unpleasant,  may  be 

to  it,  occurred  to  me  whilst  waiting  for  put  up  with  so  long  as  the  person 

the  railway  train  at  Cupar  Angus.  A  girl,  remains  seated  or  laving  down ;  but  let 

apparently  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  him  walk  about,  and  then  the  distress 

years  of  age,  stood  by  me :  she  was  a  becomes  insupportable  with  a  rapidity 

light  figure,  by  no  means  ill-propor-  dependent  on  the   shortness   of  the 

tioned,  or  in  any  way  deformed;  but  **  chaussure."      Now   how    is    this  ? 

on  looking  at  the  feet,  which,  as  usual.  Anatomy  explains  it  perfectly.    The 

were  naked,  I  observed  a  remarkable  arch  of  the  foot  is  not  a  solid  osseous 

plaiting  of  the  great  toe,  with  the  usual  arch,  unyielding  and  inelastic ;  but,  on 

bulging  out  of  the  distal  end  of  meta-  the  contrary,  possesses  within  itself  the 

tarsal  bone.    The  foot  seemed  a  little  power  of  elongating  itself  (when  the 

shorter  than  the  other,  which  was  other-  weight  of  the  body  is  put  on  the  arch)  by 

wise  well  enough  made,  but  showed  means  of  the  calceo-scaphoid  ligament, 

that  deep  hollow  between  the  toe  and  The  elongation  may  amount  to  nearly 

heel  so  frequent  in  the  large  ill  made  half  an  inch.   The  elongation  is  due  to 

feet  of  many  adult  males  and  females,  the  elasticity  of  this  ligament.    Now  if 
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the  sho^  merely  fit  the  foot  at  reti,  it  ont;  or,  secondly,  from  rheumatism;  or, 

cannot  fit  the  foot  in  action ;  for  under  thirdly,  from  want  of  use.    But  it  is 

the  weight  of  the  body,  the  arch,  by  not  my  intention  to  say  more  of  these 

means  of  the  ligament,  will  lengthen  joints  at  present,  since  I  have  unfor- 

about  half  an  inch :  this  it  is  which  so  tunately  not  examined  them  so  often 

speedily  renders  the  short  shoe  insup-  with  tne  attention  required  in  scien- 

portable.    Much,  no  doubt,  might  be  tific  inquiry. 

done  by  in^nious  mechanics,  well  ac-        The  ankle-joint  has  appeared  to  me 

quainted  with  the  anatomy  of  the  foot,  of  all  others  least  liable  to  the  loss  of 

to  remedy  manj  of  the  evils  attending  the  articular  cartilages  from  the  causes 

the  ill-formed  foot.  I  now  investigate.    On  this  point  I 

I  now  return  to  the  subject  of  the  have  no  experience, 
loss   of  the  diarthrodial  cartilages  by        The  knee-joint. — ^During  the  first  and 

abrasion  or  otherwise.    We  have  seen,  secondsessions  of  my  teaching  anatomy, 

as  regards  the  joint  of  the  great  toe,  o]pportunities  occurred  of  examining, 

that  tne  disappearance  of  the  cartilage  with  all  care,  in  the  Practical  Rooms,  a 

from  off  the  ball  and  socket-joint  of  the  few  contracted  knee-joints.  These  were 

great  toe,  in  the   peculiar  deformity  more  or  less  contracted;  some  quite 

just  described,  could  not  be  owing  to  stiff;    and   others   might    be    farther 

abrasion,  but  rather  to  a  change  in  the  fiexed,  but  not  extended.    On  opening 

disposition  and  arrangement  of  the  ar-  these  joints,  it  surprised  me  to  find  the 

ticular  surfaces.    By  the  ^adual  slip-  uniformity  with  which,  at  certain  points 

ping  of  the  first  joint  or  phalanx  from  of  the  femur,  patella,  and  tibia,  the 

off  the  rounded  end  of  tne  metatarsal  cartilages  had  been  destroyed,  and,  as 

bone,  the  cartilages  of  encrustation  are  it  were,  broken  up ;    in    some   parts 

no  longer  opposed  to  each  other ;  their  rough,  and  as  if  unravelled ;  in  others, 

functions  in  a  great  measure  cease;  and  traversed  by  lines  breaking  them  up 

being,  as  it  were,  no  longer  wanted,  into  small  fragments ;  occasionally  the 

they  gradually  break  up  and  disappear,  bone  laid  quite  bare,  and  even  deeper 

I  am  quite  aware  that  most  iBritish  indented    or     worn    into,    and    even 

sur^ons  will  give  to  the  process  by  scooped   out,  or  polished  like  ivory, 

which  this  is    effected  the  name  of  and   this  eburnation  extending  to  a 

ulceration — ulceration  without  suppu-  greater  or  less  depth  into  the  texture 

ration ;  just  as  we  sometimes  have  sup-  of  the  bone.    In  the  meantime  there 

I)uration  without  ulceration.    Destruc-  was  no  appearance  any  where  of  actual 

tion  by  abrasion,  pressure,  "tisure,* *  &c.  it  disease ;  of  inflammation,  or  its  effects ; 

certainly  is  not :  may  it  not  merely  be  of  ulceration,  or  of  purulent   fluids, 

the  atrophy  which  attacks  most  orc^ans  Whatever  had  destroyed  these  carti- 

when  their  functions  cease  ?    As  nap-  lages,  and  altered  the  condition  of  the 

pens  to  the  acetabulum  itself,  and  its  surrounding  osseous  tissues  and    the 

powerful  encrusting  cartilage,  when  the  form  of  the  joint,  it  seemed  clear  to  me 

nead  of  the  femur,  being  thrown  from  that  it  could  not   have  been  actual 

its  socket,  is  left  unreduced,  the  osseous  active  disease  of  any  kind ;  and  I  came 

cavity,  which  originally  contained  it,  to  the  conclusion,  though  very  slowly 

its  cartilage  of  encrustation,  synovial  and  reluctantly,  that,  in  most,  if  not  in 

membrane,  and  cotyloid  ligament,  all  sdl  such  cases,  the  cartilages  had  been 

disappear.  worn  off  or  abraded  by  undue  friction 

Otherjoints  of  the  foot.— Itfreqaenilj  applied  to  certain    portions  of  their 

happens  that,  on  opening  the  joint  be-  surface,  and  atrophied,  in  others,  from 

tween  the  scaphoid  and  astragalus,  and  a  want  of  the  healthy  and  free  use 

that  between  the  scaphoid  and  inner  of  the  joint;  and  that  both  might  be 

cuneiform  bone,  the  cartilaginous  sur-  traced  to  an  alteration  in    the  form 

faces    are    found    abraded,    and    the  of  the  joint  caused  by  contraction  or 

osseous  tissue  rough,  bare,  or  polished,  stiffening,  no  matter  how  produced ; 

This  occurs,  no  doubt,  mostly  in  elderly  and  that,  whatever  share  rheumatism 

people ;    and  may  arise,  first,  either  or  other  complaints  might  have  in  in- 

from  atrophy,  using  the  term  as  applied  ducing  a  pathological  condition  of  the 

tp  the  particular  disorganization  and  encrustin g car tilagesof  moveable  joints, 

pathological  condition  whose  precise  leading  to  their  ultimate  destruction 

nature  has  not  yet  been  fully  made  and  disappearance,  it  was  not  necessary, 
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At  least  in  certain  cases,  and  in  those  I  acid,  in  as  far  as  they  both  sflmulatc 
now  speakofCannmerouslist),  to  resort  the  eye,  and   produce   mtich  prater 
to  any  such  explanation  in  accounting  warmth  and  irritation,  with  less  dilata- 
for  the  phenomena.    Friction  in  excess  tion  of  the  pupil.    Few,  however,  can 
or  in  defect,  over  use  or  under  nse,  or,  bear  the  chlorocyanic  acid  to  he  applied 
to  express  it  more  generally  and  more  longer  to  the  eye  than  half  a  minute  5 
comprehensively,  but  not  less  truly  I  though  in  a  minute  after  its  appli<»- 
hope,  whatever  alters  the  system  of  tion  all  imtation  is  removed,  and  the 
leverage  connected  with  a  joint,  will,  eye  feels  perfectly  at  ease. 
as  a  mechanical  result,  give  rise  to        The  next  medicine  which  I  have  em- 
abrasion  and  atrophy  of  the  cartilages  ployed  in  the  fonn  of  vapour  was  the 
and  of  the  bones  themselves,  altering  chloruret  of  lodme.     This  medicine 
the  form  of  the  latter,  causing  exos-  produces  very  little  warmth  or  uneaw- 
totic  depositions  of  a  very  peculiar  cha-  ness  to  the  eye  if  continued  for  the 
racter  and  singular  history,  and,  in  space  of  two  minutes  or  upwards ;  but 
short,  producing  phenomena  of  an  al-  a  sensation  of  imtation,  accompanied 
together  unexpected  nature,  but  strictly  with  a  flow  of  tears,  takes  place  on  its 
independent  of  the  processes  usually  removal.    It  contracts  the  pupil;  and 
called  inflammation,  ulceration,  &c.  in  no  case  have  I  seen  it  dilate  it.    Its 
_,  ^       ^.      . ,  vapour  rises  very  readily,  and  does  not 
•                     pro  be  continued.] j^^^  ^y^^  ^^^^^  disagreeable  colouring 

"*  on  the  skin  produced  by  the  vapour  of 


HINTS  ON  THE  ACTION  OF  iodine  when  uncombined,  which  is  a 

BISULPHURET  OP  CARBON,  Ac.      ^reat  drawback  in  the  nse  of  iodine  in 

diseases  of  the  eye. 

^  .X    «j.-.      ^Ax    n^j.    ir.     M*  The  last  medicine  which  I  have  em- 

To  the  Ed*t<^  of  the  Medical  Gazette.        ^^^^^^  -^  ^^^  bisulphuret  of  carbon. 

Sir,  which  is  so  volatile  that  the  applica- 
In  October  1841, 1  gave  an  account,  in  tion  of  it  to  the  eye,  when  the  bottle  is 
your  valuable  journal,  of  the  action  of  held  in  a  warm  hand,  for  a  few_ seconds, 
the  vapour  of  hydrocyanic  acid  ui)on  is  as  much  as  can  be  borne,  in  conse- 
diseases  of  the  eye.  Since  that  period  quence  of  the  intense  prickling  heat 
I  have  been  engaged  in  investi^ting  and  flow  of  tears  which  it  occasions, 
the  action  of  various  other  bodies  on  Owing  to  this  fact,  I  generally  use  it 
the  same  organ,  and  under  the  same  by  causing  the  patient  to  shut  the  eye- 
form,  lid  during  its  application,  which  can 

One  reason  why  I  did  not  feel  satis-  then  be  continued  for  a  minute  or  two, 

lied   with    the    eflects  produced    by  with  the  same  beneficial  effect  upon 

the  hydrocyanic  acid,  was,  that  its  ac-  the  eye,  without  inconvenience  to  the 

tion,  like  that  of  all  other  medicines,  patient.     It   generally  contracts  the 

decreased  in  power  by  continued  appli-  pupil,    and   very    seldom    dilates    it. 

cation ;  thereby  rendering  it  necessary  1  used  to  employ  iodine  b^  putting  it 

to  have  occasional  recourse  to  other  into  the  same  bottles  and  immersing  it 

medicines  in  order  to  insure  a  more  in  warm  water,  and  in  its  state  of  vapour 

speedy  recovery.   Another  reason  was,  applying  it  to  the  eye,  but  I  find  it 

the  reluctance  of  many  individuals  to  answers  much  better  when  dissolved  in 

submit  the  eye  to  the  action  of  so  po-  the  bisulphuret  of  carbon, 
tent  an  agent.     The  first  medicines        It  is  my  intention  shortly  to  give  a 

to  which  I  shall  refer,  and  which  I  full  account  of  the  action  of  these  me- 

have  employed  with  some  success,  are  dicines  upon  the  various  forms  of  disease 

the  chlorocyanic  acid  and  sulphuretted  to  which  the  eye  is  subject,  and  also 

chyazic  acid.  what  particular  disease  each  medicine 

The  plan  I  pursue  is  that  of  putting  is  best  calculated  to  remove.    At  the 

a  drachm  of  one  of  the  medicines  into  same  time  I  will  state  such  instances  of 

a  bottle  (containing  a  small  piece  of  failure  as  have  occurred  in  my  experi- 
sponge)  of  about  two  ounce  size,  having    ence,  in  order  that  a  just  estimate  may 

a  moutn  precisely  fitted  to  the  eye,  and  be  formed  of  the  value  and  importance 
with  a  ground  glass  stopper.  of  each  medicine. 

Theactionof  these  medicines  is  very        It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to 
different  from  that  of  the  hydrocyanic    state  that  I  have  employed  with  great 
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•uecess  the  bisulphuvet  of  carbon  to  which  is  conveyed  through  every  part 

enlarged  indurated  lymphatic  glands,  of  the  frame  by  inspiration  and  other- 

tn  the  first  instance  I  rubbed  equal  wise,  and  thereby  forming  carbonic 

quantities  of  the  bisulphuret  of  carbon  acid  gas,  which  evolves  heat  in  the 

and  alcohol  upon  the  partft  afflicted,  but  ratio  of  the  quantity  consumed  by  the 

without  any  effect  upon  the  glands.  But  oxygen. 

as  its  effects  were  so  great  when  its  va-  I'he  following^  quotations  from  the 
pour  WB8  confined  to  the  eye,  I  was  led  celebrated  Liebig,  in  his  work  on 
to  apply  it  in  the  form  of  vapour,  and  Organic  Chemistry,  sufficiently  prove 
by  means  of  glass  bottles  similar  to  the  correctness  of  this  opinion : — 
those  I  have  described.  By  these  means  "  It  is  only  in  those  parts  of  the  body 
1  excluded  the  action  of  the  medicine  to  which  arterial  blood,  and  with  it  the 
from  the  external  air,  and  therebypre-  oxygen  absorbed  in  respiration,  is  con- 
yented  its  speedy  evaporation.  Wnen  veyed,  that  heat  is  produced.  Hair, 
it  had  been  applied  about  one  minute  wool,  or  feathers,  do  not  possess  an  ele- 
the  patient  felt  the  part  very  cold,  but  vated  temperature, 
immediately  after,  a  gradual  heat,  ac-  *' This  high  temperature  of  the  animal 
companied  with  great  prickling;  the  body,  or,  as  it  may  be  called,  disen- 
heat  increasing  the  longer  the  medicine  gagrement  of  heat,  is  uniformly,  and 
was  kept  in  contact  witn  the  part,  until  under  all  circumstances,  the  result  of 
it  could  no  longer  be  endnrea.  On  re-  the  combination  of  a  combustible  sub- 
moving  the  glass  the  part  was  red  to  an  stance  with  oxygen.'' 
extent  two  or  three  times  ereater  than  **  In  whatever  way  carbon  may  com* 
the  part  enclosed.  In  a  few  days  the  bine  with  oxygen,  the  act  of  combina- 
change  in  the  size  of  the  glands  was  tion  cannot  take  place  without  the  dis- 
very  great,  and  by  its  daily  repetition  a  engagement  of  heat" 
complete  and  speedy  removal  of  the  "  We  can  no  longer  doubt  that  gases 
disease  was  effected.  of  eveiy  kind,  whether  soluble  or  in- 

I  also  find  that  its  action  upon  diseased  soluble  in  water,  possess  the  property 

glands  is  more  decided  if  the  surface  of  of  permeating  animal  tissues,  as  water 

tne  skin  is  well  moistened  with  water  penetrates  unnzed  paper." 

previous  to  the  application  of  the  bottle  Does  not  the  action  of  medicines 

to  the  part.  The  water,  in  fftct,  not  only  containing  so  large  a  proportion  of 

prevents  the  escape  of  the  vapour  be-  carbon,  which  can  be  Drought   into 

tween  the  g[lass  and  the  skin,  but  assists  contact  with  the  whole  extemu  sudkce 

the  imbibition  of  the  carbon — a  point  of  of  the  body,  and  thereby  capable  of 

the  highest  importance,  in  as  much  as  being  easily   disengaged,   sug^t    a 

all  its  action  on  the  part  depends  upon  method  of  relieving  pulmonary  oisease 

the  exclusion  of  the  atmospheric  air  likely  to  be  attended  with  no  ordinary 

from  the  vapour.    I  may  here  observe  success,  by  calling  into  greater  activity 

that    these  applications   occasion  no  the  action  of  the  skin,  and  thereby 

injury  whatever  to  the  skin.  materially  lightening  the  labour  of  the 

I  have  also  found  the  bisulphuret  of  lungs  P  Are  we  not  the  more  en- 
carbon,  and  the  chlorocyanic  acid,  valu-  couraged  to  expect  such  remedial  in- 
able  medicines  in  the  removal  of  deaf-  fiuence  in  diseases  of  the  lungs,  from 
ness  dependent  upon  a  want  of  nervous  the  fact  of  its  great  power  in  removing 
energy  and  deficiency  of  wax.  The  indurated  glands,  which  are  so  com- 
mode of  its  application  is  substantially  mon  accompaniments  of  consumption  ? 
the  same  as  tnat  which  I  employ  in  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  useful- 
diseases  of  the  eye,  with  this  difference  ness  of  bisulphuret  of  carbon  in  skin 
only,  liiat  the  bottle  is  formed  with  a  diseases. 

small  neck  and  stopper  adapted  to  the  I  have  submitted  these  observations 

size  of  the  ohfice  of  the  ear,  and  held  under  the  conviction  that  they  embody 

close  to  the  organ  until  a  considerable  principles  which  may  be  carried  out, 

degree  of  warmUi  is  produced.  and  made  of  great  utility  to  mankind. 

The  action  of  those  medicines  which  f  am,  sir, 

contain  so  large  a  share  of  carbon  Your  obedient  servant, 

arises  from  the  carbon  in  the  vapoar  A.  Turnbull,  M.D. 

fermenting  the  cuticle  and  coming  in  48,  Racsell  Square,  Oct.  ao,  1843. 

contact  with  the  oxygen  in  the  vessels,  
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MR.  ADDISON'S  REMARKS  ON 

MR.  T.  WHARTON  JONES'S  OBSER- 
VATIONS ON  THE  BLOOD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sib, 

Mr.  T.  Wharton  Jonbs  has  a  happy 
method  of  stringing  together  his  *  Obser- 
vations**, so  that  while  ne  renders  it  diffi- 
cult for  his  readers  to  discover  the 
sources  of  his  facts,  he  is  apt  enough  in 
appending  the  names  of  individuals  to 
what  he  calls  inaccurate  interpretations. 
For  instance,  he  says  : — The  colourless 
corpuscles  contained  in  the  liquor  san- 

Suinis  which  has  risen  to  the  top  in  in- 
ammatory  hlood,  have  been  supposed 
to  form  by  their  coalescence  the  huffy 
coat.  This  inaccurate  interpretation  of 
the  matter,  first  eiven  by  Mr.  Addison, 
has  been  assented  to  by  Dr.  Barrv.f 

Dr.  Barry  I  have  no  doubt  will  eive 
the  observations  all  the  attention  tney 
merit  at  his  hands,  and  for  myself  I 
beg  to  refer  the  author  for  my  "  interpre- 
tation of  the  matter"  to  the  Mbdical 
Gazette,  (15thof  April,  1842,)  published 
very  nearly  six  months  before  the  ap- 
pearance of  Mr.  Jones's  observations. 

**  After  removing  a  thin  pellicle  of 
fibrine  from  the  surface  (of  the  liquor 
sanguinis  of  bufiy  blood)  with  a  needle, 
I  gently  touched  with  the  point  of  a 
finger  the  fluid  beneath,  and  placed  a 
colourless  drop  between  two  slips  of 
glass.  On  submitting  it  to  the  micro- 
scope I  found  a  great  number  of  colour- 
less corpuscles,  some  of  them  containing 
in  their  interior  several  exceedingly 
minute  molecules  and  granules  ;  others , 
one,  two,  or  three  larger  molecules  or 
granules.  There  were  also  floating  in 
tne  fluid  great  numbers  of  loose  or  inde- 

Eendent  molecules,  varying  in  size,  the 
irgest  being  at  least  eight  or  ten  times 
smaller  than  any  of  the  colourless  cor- 
puscules.  These  minute  molecules  or 
granules  had  the  appearance  of  dark 
specks,  or  bright  ones  with  a  dark  circle, 
according  to  their  approximation  to  the 
focus  of  the  microscope.  The  coagulation 
of  the  fibrine  liad  not  at  this  time  com- 
menced in  the  drop  of  liquor  sanguinis 
under  examination ;  very  soon,  however, 

•  BrltiBh  uKl  Foreign  Medical  Review,  Oct. 
lit,  1S49,  pp.  585,600. 
t  P*  590,  loc.  mipre. 


the  fibrinous  filaments  made  their  ap* 
pearance,  which,  gradually  increasing 
m  number,  crossed  and  intersected  each 
other  at  various  points ;  the  molecules, 
at  the  same  time  congregated  together 
in  various  irregular  groups ;  the  nnm^ 
her  and  intricate  interlacements  of  the 
fibrinous  filaments  inclosing  and  draw- 
ing together  the  molecules  and  colour- 
less corpuscules*. 

But  even  in  the  papers  particularly 
referred  to  by  the  author  of  the  Obser- 
vations, to  make  out  his  charge  of  inac* 
curacy,  I  have  observed,  when  describ- 
ing the  coagulation  of  the  liquor  san- 
guinis of  huffy  blood,  *'  As  tne  liquor 
sanguinis  accumulates,  it  grows  more 
opaque,  the  colourless  globules  become 
more  numerous :  a  film  forms,  and  at 
length  perfect  coagulation  takes  place 
bv  the  thickening  of  the  film  and  the 
firm  aggreaation  of  the  globules^  J* 

In  conclusion,  I  think  the  author  of 
the  Observations  would  have  done  well 
to  have  stated  where  he  obtained  the 
first  idea  of  examining  the  liquor  san- 

fuinis  at  the  surface  of  bu£^  blood 
efore  it  coagulates,  and  of  the  quantity^ 
of  colourless  blood  corpuscles  which  it 
contains — whether  from  his  reading,  or 
his  own  independent  researches.  It 
would  also  have  been  more  satisfactory 
had  he  substantiated  his  remark,  that 
I*  the  existence  of  colourless  corpuscles 
in  the  huffy  coat  of  the  blood  is  no  new 
observation,"  b;^  statincf  where  he  had 
found  an^  description  of  them,  in  which 
their  existence,  if  noticed  at  all,  was 
not  distinctly  referred  either  to  the 
process  of  coagulation  or  to  some  analo- 
eous  formation  subsequent  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  blood  from  the  body. 
I  remain,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Addison. 

Great  Malvern,  Oct.  97, 184S. 

P.S.  The  forthcoming  volume  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
and  tSuj'gical  Association  will  not  be 
published  for  some  time  :  I  shall  there- 
fore feel  obliged  by  your  inserting  the 
following  brief  results  of  my  researches 
on  the  formation  x)f  tubercles  in  the 
lungs, 

Tne  blood,  at  all  times,  contains  two 

*  Mbdical  Gazbttb,  April  15,  iS4a,  p.  Ii4. 
Mr.  Jones  anrely  does  not  mean  to  denv  tnat  the 
coloorleaa  corpoacles  have  a  conaideraole  infla- 
ence  in  the  formation  of  the  boify  coat. 

t  Mbd.  Caz.  lSlO-41,  VOL  L,  p.  690. 
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diatinct  kinds  of  corpuscles — the  one  TWO  casbs 

red,  the  other  colourless.    The  colour-  pfm ARICS 

less  corpuscles  are  highly  organized         ^F     FITS :    WITH  REMARKS. 

vesicles  or  cells  formed  from  the  cen-  g^  c,  j,  g,  Aldis,  M.D.. 

tral   portion   of  the   red   corpuscles. 

They  combine  with,  or  adhere  to,  the  (For  ike  Medical  Gaxette.) 

tissues  through  which  the  minute  cur-  

rents  of  ihe  blood  circulate,  and  become 

cells,  performing   different  functions,  Case  I.— I  was  requested  to  visit  Martha 
and  assuming  different  forms,  in  various  B.,  st.  16,  Sept.  29th  last,  residing  in 
parts  of  the  body,  in  accordance  with  Hunt-street,  by  her  mother,  who  stated 
the  primitive  law  regulating  the  de-  that  her  daughter  was  in  a  fit,  and  had 
velopment  of  the  organism.    Thus  all  been  so  since  two  o'clock  in  the  mom- 
kin&  of  epithelial  cells  are  formed  of  ing,  and  that  she  had  suffered  from  a 
colourless  blood  corpuscles,  and  each  fit  some  time  before,  for  which  she  was 
cell  performs  its  own  function  <^uite  bled.     I  went  immediately  from   the 
independent  of  those  by  which  it  is  Dispensary,  betwen  twelve    and   one 
surrounded.  o'clock,  and  found  the  girl  in  bed,  ap- 
Pus  corpuscles  are  partially  formed  parently  insensible,  and  closely  watched 
cells ;  they  may  be  seen  in  all  stages  of  by  her  grandmother,  who  said  that  the 
development,  from  colourless  blood  cor-  patient  nad  not  spoken  since  twoo' clock, 
puscles  in  tae  serum  of  a  blister,  to  although  they  tried  to  make  her  sen- 
large   granulated   vesicles   and  well-  sible  in  every  way  they  could  think  of. 
formed  epithelial  cells  in  various  cuta-  Pulse  natural ;  skin  warm ;  bowels  said 
neous  diseases.  to  be  costive  ;  catamenia  regular,    i 
The  colourless  blood  corpuscles  have  called  loudly  to  her,  but  received  no 
an  equally  important  share  in  forming  reply ;  she  seemed  to  be  in  a  complete 
'<  the  results  of  inflammation,"  as  they  state  of  stupor.    On  trying  to  raise  the 
have  in  administering  to  nutrition.  eyelids,  in  order  to  examine  the  con- 
When,  solely  in  consequence  of  their  dition  of  the  pupils,  I  found  that  she 
excessytheir  normal  development  ceases,  endeavoured  to  close  them  a^ain.  Sua- 
they  become  pus  corpuscles ;  but  when  pecting  the  case  to  be  hysterical,  I  told 
they  exercise  an  independent  activity  the  mother  to  bring  me  a  jug  of  cold 
thsy  give  rise  to  specific  forms  of  disease,  water,  and  threatened  to  throw  it  over 
All  the  objects  composing  a  tubercle  her  if  she  did  not  return  an  answer  to 
of  the  lungs  originate  from  colourless  my  questions.    She  had  previously  ex- 
blood  corpuscles.    A  tubercular  disease  perienced  a  sensation  of  choking  in  the 
of  the  lung  is  in  all  respects  analogous  throat  at  different  times.    When  the 
to  a  chronic  eruption  of  the  skin  ('/^rprff,  water  was  brought  to  me  I  renewed 
psariasie,  and  acite^  ;  the  varieties  and  the  threat,  and  observed  the  eyelids 
complications  of  the  one  are  neither  begin  to  move.     I  was  about  to  pour 
greater  nor  more  numerous  than  those  the  water  over  her  head,  when  she  sat 
of  the  other.  up  in  the  bed,  without  opening  her 
The  colourless  blood  and  pus  cor-  eyes,  or  returning  an  answer  to  my 
puscle  of  man ;  the  inner  vesicle  of  the  quesfions.   On  repeating  the  threat  she 
red  corpuscle,  and  the  colourless  cor-  opened  her  eyes,  and  began  to  speak,  to 
puscle  or  lymph  globule  of  the  batra-  the  astonishment  of  her  anxious  and 
chia ;  the  poly^tric  animalcules ;  the  wearied  relatives.    Aperients  and  an- 
pollen  gram  of  phsenogamous  plants ;  tispasmodics,  with  ccud  allusion  every 
and  the  spore  of  epiphyllous  fungi,  are  morning,  were  ordered.    I  told  her  to 
all  analogous  in  their  structure  to  each  visit  me  at  the  Dispensary  on  the  fol- 
other;  they  are  granulated  cells,  which  lowing  Monday,  which  she  did,  and  is 
may  be  completely  dissected  by  Liquor  now  quite  recovered, 
Potassce,  ana  precisely  similar  objects, 

in  great  numbers,  may  be  turned  out  of  Case  II. — The  following  is  a  case  of 

them  all.  a  more  serious  nature,  which  occurred 

Oct.  24th  instant.    The  mother  of  the 

girl  applied  to  me  at  the  Dispensary  to 

visit  Sarah  P.  let.  12^,  residing  in  the 
Horse  Ride,  who,  she  said,  had   not 
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spoken  since  nine  o'clock   the  same  tary  canal  contained  a  small  rjoantity 

morning.  I  went  immediately,  between  of  faeculent  matter, 
twelve  and  one  o'clock,  and  found  the 

patient  in  bed,  in  a  fit.  Pulse  oppressed ;  Remarks. — The  foregoing  cases  prc« 
skin  cool ;  bowels  open ;  urine  free ;  sent  a  remarkable  contrast ;  the  first 
head  warm,  lips  livid,  foaming  at  the  being  a  case  of  hysteria  simulating 
mouth,  stertorous  breathing.  The  pupils  apoplexy,  the  second  presenting  an  ex- 
were  contracted  at  first,  but  afterwards  ample  of  apoplexy  from  cerebral  con- 
became  dilated;  feet  cold;  arms  con-  gestion,  wnich,  most  probnbly,  was 
tracted  across  the  chest ;  mouth  firmly  connected  with  the  morbid  changes  in 
closed,  firom  ri^d  contraction  of  the  the  lungs,  afibrding  an  impediment  to 
muscles.  Previouslv  to  her  being  at-  free  circulation  of  the  blood  through 
tacked  at  9  o'clock,  she  asked  her  them.  She  had  been  affected  with 
mother  for  some  meat,  which  was  headache  at  different  periods  for  a  long; 
refused;  soon  after,  her  mother  observed  time.  The  case  of  hysteria  affords  an 
"  a  working  of  the  fingers,"  and  coma  example  of  the  necessity  of  not  having 
supervened.  She  had  pursued  her  recourse  to  blood-letting  in  every  case 
occupation  of  fancv  trimming  until  of  '*  fits,"  although  the  popular  opinion 
Saturday  evening ;  felt  poorly  on  Sun-  may  be  in  favour  of  it.  "nie  mother  of 
day,  and  went  to  bed.  Nine  years  pre-  the  girl  in  this  case  was  dissatisfied  at 
viously  she*  was  attacked  by  measles,  first  that  I  did  not  bleed  her  daughter, 
since  which  time  she  has  been  subject  but  when  she  found  that  the  patient 
to  occasional  attacks  of  *'  asthma,"  was  able  to  walk  to  the  Dispensary  on 
according  to  the  statement  of  her  my  next  visit,  as  I  said  she  would  be 
mother.  Never  had  a  fit  before.  Mus-  able  to  do,  heranxiety  in  regard  tobleed- 
tard  poultices  were  applied  to  the  feet,  ing  ceased. 

cold  water  to  head,  and  blood  was  __ 

taken  by  Mr.  Gayton,  the  apothecary                  ^ASE  OP  ASCITES 
to  the  Dispensary.  

After  the  abstraction  of  blood,  the 
muscles  of  the  mouth  relaxed  suffi-        Tit  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 
ciently  to  allow  me  to  administer  an  Sir, 

active  purgative,  a  portion  of  which  The  following  case  of  ''ascites"  pre- 

retumed  through  the  nostrils,  and  the  sents  several  points  of  interest,  which, 

mouth  became  firmly  fixed.    Various  I  think,  may  entitle  it  to  a  place  in 

means  were  resorted  to  with  a  view  to  your  valuable  periodical.    In  the  first 

restore  her,  but  she  died  in  four  hours  place,  it  would  seem  to  have  arisen 

afterwards.  suddenly,  after  a  severe  attack  of  hepa- 

The  permission  of  her  parents  having  titis    attended   with   peritonitis,  and, 

been  obtained,  her  body  was  examined  from  the  patient's  own  account,  her 

the  next  day.  body  became  very  large  in  the  course 

The  mouth  was  firmly  closed,  and  of  a  few  hours.    This  appears  to  have 

the  abdominal  muscles  were  very  hard  taken  place  on  the  remission  of  the 

and  ;rigid.  ^  pain  she  had  previously  laboured  under. 

Htad. — On  opening  the  longittidinal  Secondly,  the  large  quantitjr  of  pur- 
sinus,  much  dark  fluid  blood  escaped,  gative,  diuretic,  ana  diaphoretic  repae- 
On  removing  the  dura  mater,  the  sur-  dies  employed,  produced  no  diminution 
face  of  the  brain  was  observed  to  be  in  the  size  of  the  abdomen :  and  al- 
congested  to  the  last  degree.  The  though  the  bowels  were  freely  relieved 
ventricles  contained  no  effusion  what-  every  day,  still  the  secretions  were  of 
ever,  and  there  was  no  trace  of  ruptured  an  unhealthy  and  highly  offensiye 
blood-vessels  in  its  substance,  which,  character, 
however,  was  greatly  congested.  Thirdly,  this  appeared  a  case  where 

Ch€»t  and  abdomen, — Old  adhesions  the  operation  of  acupuncturation  might 

were  detected  between  the  pleura  pul-  be  tned  with  a  fair  chance  of  success, 

monalis  and  pleura  costalis  of  the  nght  there  being  no  apparent  sign,  of  organic 

side  of  the  chest ;  the  lung  of  the  same  disease.    The  great  pain  which  was 

side  containing  more  blood  than  natural,  produced  after  each  operation,  with  no 

The  heart,  left  lung,  and  abdominal  visible  diminution  of  the.  patient's  sice, 

viscera,  were  all  healthy.    The  alimen-  induced  me  to  persist  no  further  in  the 
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attempt  to  produce  absorption  by  this  presents  a  healthy  appearance,  is  clear 

means.    It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  and  natural.    The  bowels  are  regular ; 

that  this  failed  at  a  time  when  all  the  the  urine  is  scanty,  but  voided  with- 

secretions  were  advancing  towards  a  out  pain;  the  pulse  beats  80  in  the 

healthy  state,  and  the   secreting  or-  minute ;  the  tongue  is  rather  white, 

gans  in  a  state  of  activity  from  the  but  quite  moist.    The  appetite  is  good, 

remedies  then  emploved.  and  there  exists  no  inordinate  thirst 

Fourthly,  the  perfect  success  which  No  inconvenience  is  experienced  in 

followed  the  operation  of*' paracentesis"  the  horizontal  position.    The  systole 

after  so  large  a  quantity  of  fluid  had  and  diastole  of  the  heart  natur^,  but 

been  voided,  and  which  must  be  attri-  feeble.    The  abdomen  is  of  large  sisee, 

buted  to  the  rational  treatment  she  had  the  swelling  uniform,  the  fluid  appa- 

persisted   in    some    time   before,  and  rently  occupying  the  whole  cavity  of 

persevered  in  for  some  time  after,  the  the  peritoneum.    Fluctuation  is  very 

operation.  distinct  over  every  part.    On  a  careful 

Nothing  is  of  so  much  importance,  examination  no  or^n  presents  any  en- 

in  every  surgicdl  operation,  as  that  of  larc^ement.    The  circumference  of  the 

preparing  the  system  of  the  patient  for  abdomen    measures   thirty-six  inches 

the  shock,  and   to   produce   such  a  over  the  umbilicus. 

change  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  p,  Puiv.  Digit,  gr.  ias.;  Hydr.  Chloridi, 

the   morbid   action  which   previously  gr.  j.  ;    Camphor,    gr.    iij.  ;     Extr. 

existed  in  the  body.   Indeed,  this  is  not  Hyoscyanu,gr.v.  Miace,  fiatquepUols, 

a  solitary  case  in  which  the  utmost  y.    6ta  quaque  hora,  sumende. 

success  has  crowned  the  efforts  of  my  p,  Extr.  Klatcrii.   gr.    i.  ;     Magnesiae 

treatment  in  cases  of  malignant  dis-  Sulph.  f^ix. ;  Tinct.  Sennae.  Syr.  Simp, 

ease,  which  were  considered  hopeless,  aa  f5j ;  Spt.  ^Eth.  Nitr.  n^xl.    Miace 

,and  probably  would  have  proved  so,  fiatque  haustua  omni  mane  sumendoa. 

but  for  the  raUonal  treatment  of  im-  i8ti,._The  eUterium  made  her  very 

proving  all  the  functions  of  the  body,  .  .    .    .  ..  _„,_^  ,*,.  50^-1.  freei, . 

and  removing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  ^^^  'motions  wire  large  in  quantityi 

fT^JS"5^T        **       "^%     Ll  ^A  coloured,  and  v^  unnitund  (n 

future  period  I  may  communicate  some  «^^ii      a  ««^  «,«*«ii  ^,L^*u^  «p  i,:«i, 

cases  w^ich  will  show  the  importance  .!T      a     -^^^^^iV^^'^l' 

«ffi,j«  r^JlrwrvoIfi/^^      T  J^    im|jv»M«ivc  colourcd  unuc  has  been  voided,  which, 

William  Kobbs,  ^„^\.^  «^..i:««#;«„  «p  !,««♦.     t*  :«  ^r 

M.R.C.S.L.  application  of  neat.    It  is  of 

Grantham,  Oct  30th,  1B4S.         '  '  '  acid  quahty,  changing  the  litmus  paper 

.     -        .  .     rt^               X  1         Ml  red.     In  other  respects  the  same.  — 

A.  J.^    setat.    24,     was    taken    ill,  pergat 

about  nineteen  months  back,  with  pal-  24th!--The  elaterium  produces  such 

pitation  of  the  heart,  urgent  pain  of  ggyere  sickness  and  syncope,  that  she 

the  right  side  attended  with  sickness,  refuses  to  persevere  with  it    The  cir- 

and  larjc  quanfataes  of  bilious  matter  cumference  of  the  abdomen,  for  the 

were  voided.    This  occuired  while  she  first  few  days,  appeared  to  diminish; 

hved  in  service,  which  she  did  in  the  ^^f^  at  this  time  it  measures  the  same, 

capacity  of  a  cook.    The  pain  in  the  •,      .    .       .,  ,      .     . 

8i<fccontinued  about  two  months,  with  Repetantur  pilul*  ut  ant«i. 

occasional  swelling  and  oedema  of  the  ^  ^f""-   !!?.^,.  ^'^'  ^U. ; ,  Pulv. 

feet  and  ankles.  On  the  disappearance  JaLip«,  Qj.    Miace  iiatque  puhia  4ta 

of  the  pain  in  the  side,  the  Sbdomen  ^'^**1"^  '^^^  sumendua. 

began  to  enlarg^e,  which  was  attended  August  7th. — The  circumference  of 

with  severe  ^pwn  in   its   lower  part,  the   abdomen  very  little   less.     The 

This  continued  for  some  little  time,  urine  is   nearly  clear,  and   large   in 

when,  on  the  abatement  of  the  pain,  quantity.    The  bowels  are  freely  acted 

the    belly   rapidly   increased    to    its  on,  but  the  motions  continue  to  have 

present  magnitude.     She  was  under  a  dark  unhealthy  appearance, 

medical  treatment;  the  abdomen  was  I  determined  this  morning,  as  the 

blistered,  and  she  took  medicines.  The  secretions    were    approaching    to    a 

patient  is  of  short  stature,  spare  hsibit,  healthy  state,   to   try  the  effects  of 

and,  when  well,  verv  active.    At  this  acupuncturation :  I  consequently  made 

time  (July  15th,  1842)  the  countenance  four    punctures   into    the   cavity   of 
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the  abdomen,  with  the  needles,  two  are  of  a  darker  colour,  and  lai^ger  In 

about   four   inches   and  a  half  from  quantity.    On  pressure  over  the  right 

the   umbilicus,    in    a   line   with  the  hypochondriac  and  hypogastric  re^ona, 

superior  spinous  process   of  the  ilia,  pain  is  experienced,  but  not  of- a  violent 

and    one   an    inch    above,   and    the  character.    I  cannot  discover  the  liver 

other   an  inch  below,  the  umbilicus  or  any  other  or^n  enlarged, 
in  the  linea  ^ba.    A  small  quantity  of        From  this  time  she  continued  her 

dark  yellow  serum  escaped  after  each  remedies,  at  intervals,  for  six  weeks, 

puncture. — ^Pergat.  when  she  was  discharged,  quite  well  in 

11  th. — She  complained  of  pain  over  health,  with  not  the  least  appearance  of 

the  whole  surface  of  the  abdomen  after  any  return  of  the  disease, 

the  operation,  which  lasted  for  three  -=========r====================— 

days.      The   bowels    oontiniie   freely 

acted  on,  and  the  motions  are  larp  in        MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

quantity  and  of  a  dark  clay  colour; 

the  urine  is  clear,  and  natural  in  quan-  Friday,  NQvemher  4, 1842. 

tity.    Her  size  and  appearance  much  

the  same.  ••  Licet  omnibu,  licet  etiam  mihi,  digniutem 

Repetantur  acupimctanktioiies  dnodeciin  ^rt^^^diea  tneri;  potestu  modo  veniendi  in 

abdomitti.  publicum  lit,  dicandi  periculam  bob  recuio." 

CiCBBO. 

{I,  Gum.  Cambogis,  P.  Sdlbe,  aa  gr.  g. ;  

T^.  ;'^^<S/:V°^'^^^  MEDICAL  EMIGRATION. 

fiantquepiloUediuealtenuiqiiaqueiiocte  No  man,  it  has  been  said,  lives  by  the 

rame    «.  treatment  of  fevers  and  inflammationsy 
R  Potaasn  Nitratifl  et  Bitartratis,  Pulv.       '  ^^  j*  i       «•  j  #_  a  i 

Gnm.  Acaci«,  aa^j.;  Saochari  Albi.  ^  ^^  dislocations  and  fractures  alone, 

3iii.     Miace   aocnrite   divideqiie    hi  This  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  true :  m  a 

ckartas   zij.  quaram  somat  onam  tertia  highly    civilized    community   medical 

quaqufi  bon.  ^^^  seldom  make  fortunes  by  the  treat- 

15th. — She  experienced  much  jimn  ment  of  acute  diseases  exclusively — 

and  uneasiness  from  the  I^t  <»eration,  perhaps  in  a  civilized  metropolis,  never. 

"^^"t  ^^,,««^^S^y  P,^^^'  ,.^^i8  has        ,^  proportion  as  medical  education 

not  been  attended  with  any  diminution  .     .  *^    f"*"""  ~  ^  ^       «i*w««i/« 

in  her  size.    The  secretions  have  im-  ^  abundant,  medical  skill  is  expected; 

proved,  and  fresh  bile  may  be  observed  and  although  the  want  of  it  is  resented 

mixed  with  the  feculent  matter.    lam  and  punished  as   a  misdemeanor,  the 

of  opinion  it  is  advisable  to  persist  with  possession  of  it  ia  comparatively  but 

the  remedies  till  the  secretions  become  f.  ,  ,  *  ,     «t    , ,  » 

quite  in  a  healthy  state,  and  then  to  ^^^^^^7  regarded.    Would  a  man  make 

resort  to  the  operation  of  paracentesis  a  fortune  by  practising  what  every  caxk- 

abdomlnis.— Per^t.  didate  for  examination  is  expected  to 

22d.T-The  paUent  is  in  ffood  spirits,  ^n^w,  he  must  either  travel  into  coun- 

and   her  countenance  looks  healthy.  ^  .         i.  i.       . 

All    the    secretions   have   assumed  a  ^^^  "^^^^^  ^"^'^  ^^^"^  "   "^»  ^' 

natural  character;  tongue  clean  and  niust  persuade  the  public  at  home  that 

moist;  pulse  76.    I  now  performed  the  he  has  far  more  of  such  knowledge, 

operation  of  tapping  in  the  usual  way,  or  a  better  way  of  applying  it,  than  his 

when  twenty-one  pints  of  dark  yellow  -  ,,  x-r  /    o    » 

serum  were  drawn  off.    She  bore  the  *^^*^''^s- 

operation  well,  and  nothing  remarkable        ^^  ^^  country  medical  science  has 

occurred.  k>ng  been  diligently  cultivated,   and 

Contiiiiiaiitiir  ranedia.  our  art  has  been  applied  on  recognised 

23d. —  No   unfavourable   symptoms  principles  to  the  production  of  valuable 

have  taken  place ;    the  toneue  con-  results ;  but  a  long  peace,  a  measure  of 

tinues  clean ;  the  pulse  regular,  about  f^  ^^^^    ^^^  other  blessings,  have 
80  m  the  minute.  Three  pints  of  unne         j      j        x.   i.     j  j        u 

have    been   voided   witfiin    the   last  produced  much  abnndance,-and  much 

twenty-four  hours.     The  bowels  have  discontent.     There  is    grumbling  in 

been  freely  acted  on,  but  the  motions  physic  as  in  farming.    Patients  and  the 
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people  cry  out  for  cheap  physic  and  to  their  views  and  feelings,  that  we 

cheap   bread,   while   the  doctor  ex-  may  safely  leave  them  to  the  gentle 

claims  mth  the  farmer,  that  his  skill  guidance  of  his  lignum  vit«  ferula,  and 

and  exertion  do  not  enable  him  to  pay  the  ample  introduction  which  his  pages 

his  rent,  or  to  live  as  he  ought ;  still  can  give  them  to  that  public  with 

less  to  enjoy  the  dignity  of  an  income  tax.  whom  he  is  so  deservedly  a  fiivourite. 
The  acquirement  of  wealth  and  honour,       Some,  we  have  said,  emigrate.    But 

then,  should  not  be  the  main  induce-  here  the  &rmer  and  the  doctor,  part- 

ments  to  enter  our  profession:  assuredly  nersin  discontent,  must  separate,  and 

they  are  not  the  general  results.    An  go  diflferent  ways.  Righteous  men,  who 

increased  and  increasing  recognition  of  cannot  live  together,  and  will  not  quar- 

the  principles  of  frugality,  in  a  luxu-  rel,  have  always  done  so.    The  farmer 

rious  age,  and  the  rejection  of  the  doc-  goes  generally  where  there  Is  much  land 

trine  that  capital  is  weU  laid  out  in  and  few  men,  the  doctor  where  there 

dashing  equipages  and  shewy  houses,  are  many  men  and  few  physicians, 

prove  thatin  these  days  an  honourable  The  disastrous  effects  that  have  fol- 

competence  is  all  that  can  reasonably  lowed  the  neglect  of  this  rule  prove 

be  looked  tor.  that  it  is  a  law  of  nature.  Medical  men 

Large  capitalists  and  skilful  cultiva-  have  gone  to  Canada,  Australia,  and 

tors,  many  or  few,  are  but  exceptions  similar  places,  where  people  have  not 

to  this  rule;  and  although  to  hold  up  time  to  be  Ul;  if  ill,  have  not  time  to 

the  improved  rents  of  the  Sutherland  gend  for  the  doctor  j   and  if  stricken 

estate,  or  the  well-earned  preserves  of  down  by  wounds  or  deadly  sickness, 

an  esteemed  Norfolk  baronet,  may  be  have  no  fee,  or  at  least  no  portable  fee, 

very  proper  at  agricultural  meetings,  to  offer  him :— a  hay-stack,  a  standing 

medical  dinners,  and  introductory  lee-  crop,  an  eligible  site  with  water  privi- 

tures,  yet  these  are  not  exactly  average  lege,  or  a  small  flock  of  sheep,  might 

specimens  of  the  probable  results  of  be  his  honorarium,  after  a  journey  com- 

good  farming  or  skilful  obstetrics,  pared  with  which  the  longest  ride  in  the 

But  a  competence ;  the  ^^  ^^^  ia,^est  union  would  be  but  a  breathing 

For  li/e,  (blank)  hundred  pounds  a  yMT;'*  canter  for  a  Spare  horse.     When  the 

what  is  to  be  done  for  a  competence—  settler  makes  war  with  the  forest,  medi- 

in  these  over-tilled  fields — ^in  this  over-  cine  maybe  his  occasional  and  most 

stocked  profession?   One  of  three  things  useful  ally,  but  not  his  well-paid  mer- 

— perhaps  more,  that  we  wot  not  of,  cenary. 

— but  these  three  are  done.    Someemi-       But  an  old  doublet  makes  a 'new 

grate ;  some— in  all  variety  of  type,  jerkin,  and  he  who  has  failed  at  home 

from  large  posters  to  small  pica — as-  to  keep  a  practice,  may  become  a  good 

sure   the  public  that  not  to  consult  keeper  of  sheep.    It  will  be  found  that 

them  is  suicide ;  and  the  rest  sit  cheer-  all  who  have  got  rich  in  Australia  and 

fully  down  to  do  their  duty  honestly,  other  thinly  peopled  countries,    and 

ever  increasing  their  knowledge,  and  nearly  all  who  have  succeeded,  have 

making  the  best  of  their  opportunities  either   relinquished   the   practice    of 

to  get  forward.  physic,  or   have  joined   to  it    more 

To  the  second  class  of  aspirants  we  lucrative  pursuits, 
have  nothing  to  say  at  present.    A  jo-       That   emigration  may   produce  its 

cose  weekly  contemporary  describes  their  best  effects,  not  only  should  the  best 

habits  so  well,  and,  in  his  letters  to  his  places  be  selected,  but  the  fittest  persons 

son,  gives  so  much  sound  counsel  suited  to  resort  to  them.    And  for  guidance  in 
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this  matter  we  ma]r  again  observe  cer-  both  these  frailties  are  lessened,  and 
tain  differences  which  appear  on  com-  the  offence  itself  is  less  tolerated, 
paring  what  occurs  in  highly  civilized  It  is  a  symptom  of  a  profession  being 
communities,  where  the  division  of  too  full  for  the  actual  work  it  has  to  dp, 
labour  is  carried  to  the  utmost  extent,  when  its  members,  instead  of  seeking 
with  what  occurs  in  a  more  simple  state  exemption  from  public  duties,  are  fre- 
of  society.  quent  candidates  for  public  offices.    It 

In  the  metropolis  a  man  in  large  may  fairly  be  questioned  whether  many 
practice  has  little  opportunity  for  poli-  of  our  brethren  do  not  consider  their 
tical  or  even  municipal  avocations ;  and  exclusion  from  serving  as  grand  jury  men 
what  leisure  he  may  have,  it  is  rather  rather  as  a  hardship  than  a  privilege, 
his  interest  to  conceal  than  to  display,  yet  the  terms  of  exemption  evidently 
He  therefore  passes  that  leisure  in  the  prove  it  to  have  been  formerly  consi- 
pursuit  of  collateral  sciences,  or  in  the  dered  a  burden.  In  the  Papal  States,  all 
privacy  of  his  own  house  ;  or  if  he  the  high  government  offices,  and  most 
goes  much  into  society,  it  is  into  others,  are  filled  by  ecclesiastics.  In 
that  of  his  medical  brethren.  Now  Great  Britain,  the  majority  are  occupied 
though  this  tends  to  make,  and  does  by  lawyers.  Now  the  church  at  Rome, 
succeed  in  making,  professional  so-  and  the  bar  in  England,  are  the  profes- 
ciety  very  profeuional,  yet  it  has  the  sions  which  have  the  greatest  number 
good  effect  of  favouring  a  high  cultiva-  of  unemployed  members;  and  whatever 
tion  of  the  art ;  for  although  men  whose  national  or  political  reasons  there  may 
minds  are  of  a  low  order  are  content  to  be  for  choosing  from  these  classes,  it  is 
talk  for  a  whole  evening  about  the  com-  quite  clear  that  the  principal  cause 
parative  value  of  their  neighbour  which  leads  any  class  of  men  to  avoid 
practices,  or  the  probable  successor  to  seeking  public  appointments  is  their 
the  next  hospital  vacancy,  yet  those  of  finding  full  employment  and  sufficient 
a  higher  stamp  can  hardly  meet  with-  remuneration  in  their  own  special  call- 
out  gaining  and  giving  information  of  ing. 
a  scientific  kind.  Another  cause  for  medical  men  not 

The  chiefadvantage  from  the  frequent  rising  often  to  political  eminence,  is 
meeting  of  medical  men  amongst  them-  what  maybe  termed  professional  specific 
selves,  is  the  affording  a  legitimate  time  gravity.  The  pressure  of  one  kind  of 
and  place  for  professional  conversation ;  intellectual  exertion  condenses,  as  it 
and  it  will  be  found,  by  the  way,  that  were,  the  faculties,  gives  concentration  to 
those  who  habitually  absent  themselves,  the  thoughts,  and  weight  to  the  charac- 
or  are  excluded  from  such  meetings,  are  ter.  This  last  cause  operates  not  only 
the  most  apt  to  acquire  a  habit  of  talk-  on  classes,  but  even  more  strongly  on 
ing  professionally — of  lecturing,  in  fact,  individuals.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
in  mixed  society.  This  offence  against  intelligent  doctor,  *'  qui  se  connait  en 
good  taste  arises  either  from  vanity  or  tout,  m^me  un  peu  en  m^decine,"  vdll 
quackery.  There  is  vanity  in  talking  be  excelled  in  solidity,  but  will  greatly 
of  what  we  know  better  than  our  excel  in  buoyancj. 
hearers,  and  there  is  quackery  in  parad-  Now  in  a  new  country,  and  one 
ing  our  knowledge  before  those  who  thinly  peopled,  where  it  is  not  pre- 
may  become  customers  for  the  article  tended  that  the  minds  of  professional 
exhibited.  Among  professional  equals,  men  are  directed  exclusively  to  their 
rivals,  and  superiors,  the  temptations  to    art,  leisure  and  intelligence  ofren  lead 
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medical  men  to  seek  for,  and  to  fill  with  one  applying  for  his  diploma  could 

dignity,  the  highest  places  in  the  social  show  .that  he  completed  his  studies 

system.    Many  of  the  first  men  in  the  fire  years  ago,  bat  had  been  prevented 

United  States  of  America  have  studied  by  accidental  circumstances  from  com- 

and  practised  medicine.  ing  to  the  College  sooner,  he  would 

It  follows,  then,  that  the  man  of  only  be  required  to  have  complied  with 

general  intelligence  is  the  best  for  a  the  regulations  which  then  existed,  and 

new  country,  as  being  most  able  to  not  with  those  which  have  since  been 

adapt  himself  to  new  circumstances,  made. 

and  most  likely  to  appropriate  and  to 

sustain  a  prominent  part  in  the  social  gALE  OP  POISONS, 

drama  in  which  he  is  acting.  

Those  of  more  exclusively  scientific  j^^„  ^  ^^  ,^^„  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^ 

acquirements   must,    if   they   reouan  Bale  of  poiions  upon  the  oontinsnt  is  limited 

at  home,  bide  their  time,  and  take  by  severe  laws,  the  infraction  of  wludii  ii 

the   chance   of    their    labours    beinff  ''^^^  ^J  ^^^  penalties.    The  pnnidi. 

me   cnance  oi    meir    laoours    oeing  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  j^^  ^^^  the  head  of  the 

appreciated*      To  those   who  cannot  offenders,  like  the  sword  of  Damocles,  ter- 

afibrd   to    wait,    probably    the    best  nfic  bat  inactive ;  for  the  law  is  neither 

prospects   for   medical  emigrants  are  obsolete  nor  obwlescoit.    U*  wcite  a  few 

uistances    of   its  activity  in   Fiance.     A 

offered  in  the  populous  but  ignorant  woman,  wishing  to  commit  soicide,  bonght 

countries  of  the  East.    The  proverb,  an  acid  preparation  of  Prossian  blue.    She 

•Parmi  les  avengles  nn   borgne   est  f^*"?''^^/*'  ^"^^"  ^^T'"  ^^  >f 

...                       «^.T.*i            1.1J  ladiooos  treatment.     Still,  the  grocer  who 

roi,"  expresses  a  fact  which  we  should  ^jj  it  to  her  was  fined  3000  francs  (4^120.) 

hope  would  tempt  few  of  our  readers  j  for  vending  it  without  observing  the  forms 

but  there  are  great  things  to  be  seen,  decreed  ^^the  Uw  of  the  21  Germinal  of 

.,,        *j*vj               *v.  the  year  XI.    (Journal  de  CJUtna  M£d$eaUt 

to  be  learnt,  and  to  be  done,  on  the  ^orch  1842.) 

South  and  East  of  the  Mediterranean  In  the  same  nmnber  of  the  same  joamsl 

—as  we  hope  to  show  on  a  future  oc-  ^^  ^^  *'^  account  of  another  grocer  con- 

caaion  denmed  to  an  equal  penalty.    He  had  sold 

g^  #ecoiMfe  by  mbtake  instead  of  vinegar ; 

and  a  lady  having  eaten  some  salad  made 

COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS.  with  it  was  attacked  with  general  weakness 

.                             A                 J  •               r  ^'^^  indisposition,  which  had  not;  gone  off 

An  announcement  appeared  m  one  of  ^^^^  the  trial  took  place. 

our  contemporaries  last  week,  and  has  It  seems  that  two  different  preparations 

sincebeencopiedintoseveralofthedaily  •«  ^^  ^7  the  name  of  em  Mcoa^; 

L    ix,      ir   4.  au.a  41.     n     ^  :i  the  one  being  a  solution  of  potash,  the  Other 

papers,  to  the  effect  that  the  Council  .  ^uture  of  equal  parts  of  commercial 

of  the  College  of  Surgeons  had  come  nitric  add  and  water.    In  the  opinion  of 

to  the  resolution  of  admitting  to  exa-  **«  •**«  ^  the  /oums/  ife  GMaite  M^di^ 

minationaU  who  presented  themselves  £jL  S^^I^STinSSSX^tS 

before  January,  even   although  they  would  have  given  the  salad  so  marked  a 

might  not  have    complied   with   the  flavour  that  it  would  have  been  uneatable ; 

regulations  of  the  College  as  to  their  7!^±^  ^  *5^  that  the  salad  in  ques. 

®-     .       ,       ,       ^,      *    rru-      •  tion  was  flat  and  tasteless, 

professional    education.      This    is    a  in  a  third  histance,  a  pharmaeiw  was 

mistake ;  no  new  regulations  have  Aned  3000  francs  for  having  sold  a  nursery- 
cither  been  made,  or  are  contemplated.  '^^  !^"f  P«fonous  pills  with  which  ^ 
-.  ,  ,  ^  .  '  ,,  J  .fx  J  *  committed  suuade.  (Joum.  de  C*»b^.  Mid* 
But,  as  heretofore,  all  are  admitted  to  gept.  1842.) 

examination  who  have  complied  with  In  fieigtum  the  law  Is  similar,  though 

the  regulations  which  were  in  force  at  ?•*»»«■  •"  w^.    Apothaoarms  sn 

,       .         ,                   'II.*           »  bound  to  keep  poisons,  such  ss  white  or 

the  time  they  pursued  their   profcs-  t^^k  arsenic,    corrosive   suhltmste,    and 

sional  education.  If,  for  example,  any  opium,  safisly  locked  up  hi  a  place  of  wUsfa 
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they  alone  haTe  the  key.    Pouons  are  not  to  were  not  etrock  hy  the  want  of  effexreaoenee 

be  given  to  any  one  without  an  order  written  in  the  aolution.    On  the  whole  thia  cataa- 

and  signed  by  a  doctor  of  medicine,  Borgeon,  trophe  seems  to  have  been  one  of  those 

accoucheur,  apothecary,  or  some  well-known  tragic  incidents,  where  a  single  word  would 

person,  and  with  directions  to  be  employed  have  been  safety,  but  where  that  word  was 

fbr  some  known  purpose,  under  a  penalty  wanting.—iiiifurit  ^f  ChymiMtfy  and  Proc* 

of  100  florins,  (£B,  6s.  8d.)  to  be  doubled  tical  Pharmacy^  No.  4. 

on  each  repetition  of  the  offence.    These 

directions  must  be  preserved,  under  a  penalty         LIQUOR  OP  HYDRIODATE  OF 

'^ut^'^^^a.ecrj  di«»ver.,  or  ^asp^,  ARSENIC  AND  MERCURY, 

that  there  is  an  error  in  a  prescription,  he  is  .~— 

bound  to  go  to  the  physician  or  surgeon  Mb.  Donovan  has  published  farther  ob- 

who  wrote  it  in  order  to  learn  his  intentions,  servations  on  this  remedy,  containing  a  great 

but  is  not  to  correct  the  suspected  error  mass  of  evidence  in  its  favour.     We  can 

of  his  own  accord.  oidj  make  room  for  what  follows : — 

Even  the  stringent  laws  of  France,  how-  The  dose  has  been  variously  represented. 
ever,  are  not  sufficiently  rigorous  for  M.  I>r.  Kirby  is  disinclined  to  doses  exceeding 
Cormenin,  who  proposes  to  forbid  arsenie  20  minims,  and  this  quantity  he  oonoeives 
to  be  sold  by  retail  under  any  circumstances,  sufficient  to  secure  its  curative  effects.  Sir 
Medicine,  he  says,  has  derived  no  real  ad-  Henry  Marsh,  in  the  case  of  a  boy,  twelve 
▼antage  from  it ;  and  householders,  instead  years  old,  began  with  15  minims  twice  a 
of  using  arsenic,  might  stop  up  the  holes  in  day,  and  gradually  pushed  it  to  half  a 
their  walls  more  car^illy.  Nor  would  heal-  drachm ;  and  at  length  the  patient  got  half 
low  it  to  be  sold  wholesale,  excepting  to  an  ounce  in  divided  doses  during  twenty-four 
licensed  and  well-known  manufacturers,  hours,  which  only  produced  "  very  mild  in- 
furnished  with  a  certificate  firom  the  mayor,  salivation."  In  yenereal  eruptions,  Mr, 
and  a  written  declaration.  Cusack  found  one  or  two  scruples  three 
Prom  this  extreme  of  rigour,  come  we  times  a  day  sufficient ;  but  even  when  larger 
now  to  the  other  extreme  of  laxity,  and  let  doses  were  given,  he  did  not  observe  anyun^ 
us  see  how  matters  are  managed  at  home.  pleasant  consequences.  Dr.  Irvine's  patient 
About  a  month  ago,  a  medical  practi-  took  3ss.  three  times  a  day,  for  seventy-six 
tioner  in  London,  being  in  attendance  on  a  days,  and  was  only  twice  obliged  to  discon- 
lady  suffering  from  inflammation  of  the  tinue  it  for  two  or  three  days,  owing  to  head- 
bowels,  ordered  her  to  take  a  table  spoonfolof  ache  and  sickness  of  the  stomach.  Dr. 
potash  vrater,  diluted  with  an  equal  quantity  Graves's  patient,  a  woman  60  years  old,  took 
of  milk.  The  servant  went  to  a  neighbouring  58S.  four  times  a  day,  for  two  months,  with 
chymist,  and  procured  on  ounce  of  liquor  only  two  interruptions  owing  to  disagree- 
potofM,  which  was  labelled  *  *  potash-water."  ment.  These  instances  show  how  differently 
Half  an  ounce  of  this  was  administered  to  the  medicine  can  be  endured  by  difierent  con- 
the  patient,  who  immediately  exclaimed,  stitutions.  It  is  certainly  prudent  to  begin 
'*  You  have  poboned  me ;  I  am  all  on  fire  I"  with  Dr.  Kirby 's  doses;  but  after  a  whUe, 
and  appeared  to  be  in  great  pain.  The  lady  as  in  the  case  of  tartar  emetic,  a  state  of 
survived  a  fortnight,  and,  on  a  poMt-mortem  tolerance  is  induced,  and  then  the  medicine 
examination,  extensive  disease  of  the  sto-  may  be  gradually  increased  at  discretion. 
maeh  was  found,  as  well  as  hiemorrhage  in  llie  smallness  of  the  quantity  of  arsenic 
the  brain.  How  much  of  this  may  have  and  of  the  other  elements,,  that  sometimes 
been  caused  by  the  potash  it  is  utterly  im-  effects  a  cure,  is  striking,  and  affords  an  ad- 
possible  to  determine ;  but  it  is  probable  ditional  proof  of  the  energy  which  they  ao- 
that  the  caustic  accelerated  her  death,  in  quire  by  combining  chemically.  In  one  of 
spite  of  the  immediate  use  of  the  stomach-  Dr.  O'Reilly's  cases,  three  drachms  of  the 
pump  and  appropriate  antidotes.  liquor  were  successful,  containing  |  grain  of 
Another  most  important  question  remains,  arsenious  acid,  i  grain  of  peroxide  ofmer- 
How  should  the  blame  incurred  be  divided  cury,  and  about  2}  grains  of  acidified  iodine ; 
among  the  parties  concerned  ?  in  another,  -}  more  of  these  elements  was  re- 
Hie  practitioner,  it  seems,  told  the  pa-  quired.  One  of  Dr.  Ferguson's  patienta 
tient's  sister  that  the  remedy  was  an  effer-  was  cured  by  2|  grains  of  arsenious  add. 
veadng  beverage  like  soda  water,  and  Dr.  Osbrey  succeeded  with  about  a  grain  of 
offered  to  write  down  the  name,  but  she  said  arsenious  acid ;  Dr.  Graves  with  2^  grains ; 
that  this  was  unnecessary.  Hie  servant,  when  and  Sir  Henry  Marsh,  in  an  obstinate  case  of 
Jiueationed  by  the  druggist,  did  not  know  tinea  capitis,  with  i  grain.  Cases,  however. 
for  what  purpose  the  remedy  was  required,  occasionally  prove  of  a  very  obstinate  and 
The  druggist,  again,  appears  to  have  given  tedious  nature ;  and,  generally  speaking, 
the  medicine  without  any  oUier  warning  but  skin  diseases  offer  lengthened  resistance  to 
bis  qvestk>o.    The  friends  of  the  patient  curative  measures  :   thus  Dr.  Irvine's  pa- 


EXPERIMENTS  ON  KIESTEINE.                               189 

tient  was  under  treatment  76  days,  snd  re-  my  command  daring  the  studies  preliminary 

quired  seven  ounces  of  the  liquor,  equivalent  to  graduation  oblig^  me  to  select  a  single 

to  seven    grains  of  arsenious    acid  ;    Dr.  class  as  the  subject  of  this  dissertation.     I 

Graves'  patient,  of  60  years  old,  required  take,  however,  that  indication  which  seems 

10^  grains ;  Sir  Henry  Marsh's,  a  child  of  to  me  best  fitted  for  practical  usefulness  in 

12  years,  required  a  ftr  greater  qnantity;  diagnosis,  ihe  pellicular  ehauffe,  and  which 

some  of  Dr.  Kirby's  patients  were  a  year  I  suppose  to  be  most  properly  called  the 

nnder  cure ;  and  I  know  a  lady,  who  being  kiesteine. 

troubled  with  psoriasis  almost  all  her  life,  The  urine,  submitted  to  observation  in  the 
is  now,  after  a  year's  treatment,  only  begin-  way  I  have  described,  presents  but  little 
ning  to  improve.  change  during  the  first  thirty-six  hours.  The 
Tlie  diseiases  in  which  practitioners  have  mucous  flocculi,  if  they  exist,  gradually  sub- 
hitherto  found  the  liquor  of  hydriodate  of  side  during  this  period,  forming  a  whitish 
arsenic  and  mercury  to  be  usefVil,  as  ap-  doud-like  deposit  at  the  bottom,  and  some- 
pears  by  the  foregoing  testimonies,  are  the  times  on  the  sides  of  the  glass ;  while  more 
various  forms  of  psoriasis,  impetigo,  porrigo,  or  less  alteration  occurs  in  the  colour  and 
lepra,  venereal  eruptions,  both  papiUar  and  transparency  of  the  fluid, 
scaly,  pityriasis,  sycosis,  epheUs,  lupus,  sib-  The  surface  remains  for  a  short  time  en- 


bens,  and  some  uterine  diseases. — Dttblin  tirely   unchanged  ;    but    in  most  cases 

Journal  qf  Medical  Science*  greater  or  less  number  of  shining  acicular 

_________^ specks,  apparently  crystalline,  be^ns  to  be 

^^«^»T«*»^t,^»  ^^,  ,>r,-„^»,.-r^T»  ■«^**  within  the  first  eighteen  or  twenty-four 

EXPERIMENTS  ON  KIESTEINE.  hours.    These  are  g^eraUy  scattered  over 

Bt  Dr.  Kaks,  of  Philadelphia.  ^^  surface  without  regularity ;  but  in  some 

rare  cases  they  are  so  disposed  as  to  form  a 

translucent  film  of  uniform  thickness,  which 
My  mode  of  conducting  the  experiments  afterwards  assumes  the  more  defined  cbaiuc- 
was  this :— -The  recent  urine  was  pUced  in  ters  of  the  pellicle.  How  far  these  crystals 
open  glass  cylinders,  of  diameters  varying  are  essentially  connected  with  the  formation 
from  an  inch  and  a  half  to  that  of  a  common  of  the  pellicle,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 
tumbler,  and  protected  from  dust  by  paper  In  many  cases  I  have  not  succeeded  in  de- 
covers.  These  were  arranged  in  a  dry,  well-  tecting  their  presence,  even  by  the  micro- 
ventilated  room,  where  the  temperature  was  scope ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  failed  to  discover 
uniform  and  moderate,  and  were  exposed  in  any  unvarying  indications  whatever  of  the 
groups  to  the  equal  action  of  air  and  light,  approaching  development  of  the  kiesteine. 
I  examined  them  frequently  during  the  day ;  The  cloud-like  appearance,  which  is  al- 
but  as  the  changes  were  not  rapid,  I  deter-  inded  to  by  Nauche  and  Eguisier,  although 
mined^afler  a  little  while  to  note  only  one  possessed  of  much  interest,  I  have  not  found 
set  of  observations  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  to  be  a  uniform  premonitor  of  the  forming 
My  notes  were  always  made  upon  the  spot,  pellicle ;  I  have  supposed  it  to  be  nothing 
If  from  any  cause  an  individual  observa-  more  than  the  ennorema  of  the  older 
tion  or  a  series  was  unsatisfactory,  or  incon-  writers,  depending  upon  the  imperfect 
elusive,  or  if  it  led  to  a  different  result  from  aggregation  of  mucous  flocculi ;  for  I  have 
others,  I  repeated  it  at  once  with  increased  seen  it  repeated^  when  there  was  no  preg- 
care ;  and  I  was  always  careful  to  observe  nancy  to  account  for  it,  and  it  was  uniformly 
the  constitution,  habits,  and  circumstances  absent  where  the  fluid  presented  perfect 
generally  of  each  patient.  transparency. 

The  examination  of  the  first  group  of        The  time  at  which  the  pellicle  begins  to 

cases  satisfied  me  that  the   urine  during  form  varies  considerably.     I  have  seen  it 

pregnancy    assumes    appearances    different  well  marked  at  the  end  of  thirty-six  hours, 

from  those  witnessed  under  other  circum-  and  have  known  it  make  its  first  appear- 

stanoes,  and  which  I  was  therefore  disposed  ance  as  late  as  the  eighth  day.     At  first  it 

to  regard  as  characteristic  of  that  state,  is  hardly  discernible.     It  is  generally  seen 

Subsequent  inquiries  confirmed  me  in  the  forming  at  the  centre  or  on  the  sides  of  the 

general  accuracy  of  this  opinion,  but  com-  glass,  presenting  a  delicate  milky  or  bluish- 

pelled  me  at  the  same  time  to  admit  its  lia-  white  aspect.     It  is,  however,  in  some  cases 

bility  to  exception.  uniformly  disposed  over  the  surfitce  from 

The  more  obvious  of  these  appearances  the  commencement,  and  assumes  the  ap- 

r^;ard  the  superficial  formation  described  by  pearance  of  a  nearly  transparent  filmy  which 

Dr.  Bird,  and  recently  investigated  by  Drs.  gradually  becomes  more  distinct.     But  it 

M'Pheetera  and  Perry  ;  but  there  are  othen  has  not    always    the    continuous  strongly 

which  point  to  a  series  of  intestine  changes  marked  character  which  some  have  ascribed 

somewhat  more  obscure,    though  scarcely  to  it.     I  have  seen  it  begin  in  striated  irre- 

less  interesting.    My  observations  applied  to  gular  lines  somewhat  resembling  a  spider's 

both ;  and  I  regret  that  the  limited  time  «t  web,  in  rings,  circles,  trapesiums,  and  irre- 
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gttlar  fibres  of  every  shape,  which  gnldaftUy  WARM  BATHING, 

became  obecured  by  the  full  derelopment  of  ____^ 
the  pellicle. 

When  it  has  attained  thia  stage,  which  Thi  story  of  .fison  becoming  yoimg,  from 

occurs  gcneraUy  about  the  fifth  day,  it  pre-  the  medicated  bath  of  Medea,  seems  to  hmf 

sents  a  contmuous  scum  of  an  opaline  white  ^^^^  intended  to  teach  the  efficacy  of  warm 

or  creamy  appearance,  with  a  slight  tinge  of  ^^^  ^  retarding  the  progress  of  old  age. 

yellow,  which  gradually  becomes  deeper  and  The  words  rtUmatiim  and  braeinf,  whidi 

more  decided.    The  uniformity  of  this  co-  aregenerallytbought  expressive  of  the  dfecH 

lour,  however,  is  generaUy  broken  bygranu-  ^  ^w™  •^  «>W  bathing,  are  mrrfianicai 

lated  spots  Of  a  clearer  white,  giving  it  a  *«"»»  properly  applied  to  drams  or  strings ; 

dotted  or  roughened  aspect.    The  crystals  hut  are  only  metaphors  when  applied  to  the 

of  the  forming  stage  now  appear  like  shining  «ff«*«  ^  «>hi  or  warm  bathing  on  animal 

pomts,  and  I  have  sometimes  found  nume-  b«l>"-    The  immediate  caun  of  oU  age 

rous  smaU  brownish  specks,  sprinkled  over  ■<»™«  *»  «»d«  "» the  irritaWUty  of  the  finer 

the  snrfiice,  not  unlike  the  giratings  of  nut-  ▼"■d*  or  parts  of  our  system ;  henoe  tbcw 

meg.    It  is  at  this  jieriod  that  the  pelUcle  ««>«  to  set,  and  collapse,  or  become  horny  or 

may  be  compared  "to  the  fatty  scum  of  ^^ny-    The  warm  bath  is  peculiarly  adapted 

cooled  broth.'^    In  this  stateit  continues  for  *o  prevent  these  drcamstances^  by  iU  in- 

some  time,  preserving  all  its  characters  un-  creasing  our  irritabiHty,  and  by  moistnuDg 

broken.   The  glass,  where  the  surface  meets  «nd  softening  the  skin,  snd  the  extremities 

it,  is  discoloured  by  a  white  opaline  ring;  and  of  the  finer  vesseU  which  terminate  in  it. 

a  series  of  such  rings,  varying  in  extent  from  To  Uiose  who  are  past  the  meridian  of  Hfe, 

a  line  to  the  fourth  of  an  inch,  marks  the  »nd  have  dryskms,  snd  begin  to  be  emaciated, 

descent  of  the  surfsce  during  the  progressof  the  warm  bath,  for  half  an  hour  twice  a 

evaporation.  week,  I  believe  to  be  eminently  serviceable 

The  cheesy  odour,    mentioned  by  Dr.  *«  rctardmg  the  advances  of  old  age.— 

Bird  as  a  valuable  aid  in  diagnosU,  and  as  J>crufin.     I%e  Lovef  qfthe  Pkmis :  Note 

"  by  no  means  unfrequent  in  those  sped-  ••  Canio  1. 

mens  in  which  the  pdlicle  is  very  thick,"     ~~ ~~' 

I  have  found  in  but  seven  cases.     Many  PRESERVATION  OP  LEECHES, 

pellicles  of  great  tUckness   were  entirely  ^_^_^ 
without  it ;  and  in  two  of  those  presenting 

it,  the  pemde  was  thin  and  not  very  wcfi  ^  fttTAWTmr  of  pure  day  is  procured,  to 

developed.      Dn.    M*Pheeters  and  Perry  which  must  be  added  as  much  pure  water  aa 

were  unable  to  detect  it  in  either  of  the  f>^  ™*ke  it  so  plastic  as  to  be  easily  formed 

twenty-seven  cases  examined  by  them,  and  I  ™^  trrewlar  thaptd  halU,  ssy  two  inches 

have  found  it  unequivocaUy  developed  in  at  •"**  *  ^^  ™  diameter.    These  are  placed 

least  three  cases  in  which  pregnancy  did  not  "to  a  square  deep  wooden  box,  or,  what 

exist.  will  answer  equally  well,  a  five-gallon  Yeg ; 

The  pdUcle,  if  left  undisturbed  for  some  « ^^^^  *»  y««'«  vnn^eettary.   The  leeches 

days,  breaks  into  cracks,  commencing  gene-  "*  then  put  in,  immediately  on  which  they 

rally  from  the  central   portions,  but   not  <^''*«P  ^^^^  the  sides  of  the  balls  of  day, 

always  extending  to  the  edge  of  the  glass.  '°^  there  remsin.    When  required  for  use. 

These  are  again  crossed  by  other  fissures,  ^  ^^^  *"  carefWly  removed,  and  the 

and  tlie  peffide  b  more  or  less  broken  up.  i^^^hes  are  taken  out.    It  will  invariably  be 

In  the  meantime,  the  flakes,  which  have  '<>»?"»  that  leeches  kept  in  this  way  will, 

been  forming  from  the  commencement  of  without  hesitation  snd  at  once,  lay  hold  of 

disintegration,  have  their  edges  depressed  ^1  .P**^  to  which  they  may  be  applied, 

into  tbe  fluid,  while  at  the  same  time  the  "  will  be  borne  in  mmd  that  the  balls  must 

general  thickneas  of  the  pellide  is  much  di-  ^  renewed  weekly.    It  is  unnecessary  to 

minished  ;     and    this    depression    or    dip  e*P»tiate  on  the  advantages  of  this  mode  of 

graduany  increasing,  the  depending  partide  prM«rving    leeches  over    others,    since  a 

is  detached,  and  sinks  slowly  to  the  bottom.  ■^"'8^  trial  will  be  found  as  satisfoctory  as  it 

Its  complete  disintegration,  however,  is  but  "  ***"  rBprcsented.--^iijki/s  ^  Chymkiry. 

sddom  seen ;   being  antidpated  by  the  de- — — 

composition  of  the  fluid.    The  deposit  is  of  CASES  OP  FRACTURE, 

course  considersbly  increased  by  the  fallen  _ 

portions  of  the  pellicle,  and  is  found  irregu-  Dr.  Bomhakd  Rittbr  has  published  some 

larly  disposed  over  the  bottom  of  the  ves-  remarkable  cases  of  fracture  in  Hufeland's 

sel  \  but  ss  I  have  remarked,  most  sbundant  journal  :— 

on  the  side^fkrthest  ftrom  the  light— -rfmeri-  The  first  was  a  ease  of  a  highly  hysterical 

coil  Journal,  young  woman  who  fractured  the  forearm  by  a 

_  fall  from  a  carriage.    After  the  fracture  had 

been  carefully  put  up,  the  patient  was  re- 
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peate^ly  attacked  by  hy«terical  paPDxyimi,  THE  CHANGE  WHICH  EXTRACT 

?SZ;'Kln^d1?pa.  '^^^"L^^  Of  RHUBARB  UNDERGOES 

injury  fMtilted,  that  the  patient  died  on  the  IN  KEEPING, 

third  day.  •    — 

Th«aeoondcMcwaaofattian,ttpwardaof  j^  ^^  y^^  observed  some  time  ago,  by 

tlxty  yean  old,  who  feU  from  a  hdght  upon  ^    Landerer,  that  old  extract  of  rhubarb, 

the  ground.    The  head  of  the  hnmcrui  was  ^^ten  mouldy,  acqairea  a  strong  smell  of 

both  fractured  and  liuated.    The  luxation  ^^^     j^  ^  ,^^  confirmed  by  M. 

was  reduced,  and  tlie  fractured  parts  mam-  Rginaeh,  in  the  case  of  fluid  extract  of  rhu- 

tained   m    appontoon,    and  rest  eiqoined.  y^^  ^^^^  y^  y^^  y^^  ^^  ^^^j  yg^„ 

After  au  weeks  the  bandsps  were  remored,  j^^  ^  unopened  bottle,  the  extract  being 

and  by  degiea  the  patient  reoorered  the  use  covered  with  a  film  of  mould.    This  Uquid 

of^^rmmdyniMeiortAxin^toh^mork.  ^^^^  ^^  submitted  to  distUUtion,  and 

The^lrd  ose  u  one  of  oommmutod  frac-  afforded  a  sHghtly  turbid  water,  with  a  great 
ture  of  both  bones  of  the  leg,  m  which,  by  ^^^y^  ^f  ^^  ^  ^f  ^^^  j^  ^duct 
means  of  extension  and  counter  extension,  ^^  ^  distillation  has  a  strong  smell  of 
and  careful  bandaging,  the  fractured  por-  ^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^ 
tions  of  the  bones  were  reduced,  and  after  gt^er,  after  agitation  with  it,  becomes 
some  tune  united,  so  ^t  the  patient  reco-  ^^^  coloured  yeUow,  and  acquires  the 
vered  the  use  of  the  hmh.-j^t  tjfaffa.  ^^^  ^f  storax;  after  the  evaporation  of 
nne,'  md  Dublm  Journal  qf  Med.  Sctence.  ^he  ether  on  a  watch-glass,  thoxj  remain 
only  a  few  drops  of  an  aromatic  oil,  smell- 

LUBANISKI  ON  THE  URINE  OP  *°«  J55~°» V  *  i"^T'  !""*  T^^^  !f  «I!!Z 

nBny^^TA<^rm  ^nr^v^nvr  ToUtUe,  SO  that  lu  about  an  hour  uo  tpsoe 

PREGNANT  WOMEN.  of  the  ameU  could  be  discovered  on  the  glass. 

,    .      , ,  , ,—""      ,       .,..,,  This  smell  of  storax  in  extract  of  rhubarb 

It  is  sddom  as  add  as  m  other  mdividnals,  ^y^\f^  y^g^  become  mouldy,  arises  from  the 

occasionally  it  is  neutral,  and  sometimes  al-  formation  of  a  peculiar  oil.     There  will 

kaline,  and  generaUy  light-coloured.    Donn^  probably  be  many  more  of  these  oils  dU- 

■uspeeted  that  the  salto  of  Ume  for  the  most  covered,  originating  in  the  putrefaction  of 

part  are  diminished  during  pregnancy,  and  vegetable    matter.      This  ott   of   rhubarb 

that  a  part  of  them  is  taken  to  «upply  the  ,ppea„  ^  be  analogous  to  the  oil  with  the 

materials  for  the  formaUon  of  the  fcetal  ^^y^  of  musk,  discovered  by  M.  Rossignon, 

bone;  and  he  found  m  many  experiments  j^  decayed  apples,    which  he  has  named 

instituted  ibr  ^is  purpose,  ttiat  by  the  ad-  n^alo'ile,  and  which  is  composed  of  C  H  N  O. 

dition  of  thirty  parts  of  hydro-chlonde  of  ^Reperiorium  JUr  die   Pharmaeie ;  and 

lime  to  fifty  parts  of  unne,  there  was  a  preci.  pharmaeeutieal  Journal. 

pitate  of  from  forty  to  fifty  parts  of  salt  of  lime - 

in  common  urine,  whereas  in  that  of  preg-  ^  tottop  tip  AVAnr 

nancy  the  most  he  ever  detected  was  thirty,  l-lViUUK.  lAKAXACl. 

and  very  often  not  near  so  much.     Before  """~ 

making  the  experiment,  the  urine  to  be  tried  A  ysut  elegant  preparation  has  been  Intro- 

must  be  tested,  to  ascertun  if  it  be  alkaline  duced  under  the  above  title,  and  which, 

or  acid,  and  if  acid,  a  few  drops  of  ammonia  from  the  strong  taste  it  possesses  of  the 

miiat  be  added  to  render  it  alkaline,  since  recent  root,  has  been  much  used  by  medical 

the  precipitate  from  phosphate  of  lime  is  men  who  have  confidence  in  the  remedial 

soluble  in  weak  acids.     If  the  experiment  power  of  Dandelion.  The  following  fbrmula 

be  made  with  solution  of  baryta,  there  wQl  has  been  communicated  to  us  : — 
be  in  healthy  urine  a  predpitete  of  from        Danddton  roots,  perfectly  clean,  dried, 

twdve  to  fifteen  parte  of  salte  of  baryte ;  in  and  sliced,  18  ounces, 
the  pregnant,  from  five  to  eight,  after  twdve        Infuse  for  24  hours  in  a  suffident  quan- 

hours'  rest.     With  reference  to  the  question  tity  of  cold  distilled  water  to  cover  them, 
of  pregnancy,  Donn^  has,  out  of  thirty-six        Press  and  set  aside,  that  the  feculs  may 

cases,  only  twice  been  deceived.    Lubanski  subdde ;  decant  and  heat  the  clear  liquor  to 

found  it  decisive  in  three  cases  of  pregnancy,  180^  F.,  so  as  to  coagulate  the  albumen ; 

wher«  manual  examination  and  auscultetion  filter  the  liquid  whilst  hot,  and  evaporate  in 

proved  unavailing.     He  proposes  the  follow-  a  drying  room,  or  by  means  of  a  current  of 

ing  queftiODs  fbr  investigation : — 1.  At  what  warm  air  (a  water  or  steam  bath  will  not 

period  of  pregnancy  does  this  diminution  of  succeed  so  well),  until  the  product  shall 

£  salts  of  lime  take  place?    2.  Is  it  always  wdgh  14  ounces.    To  this  must  be  added 

ooostant?     3*  In  what  relation  does  it  stand  4  ounces  of  rectified  spirit.    Should  the 

to  the  increase  of  foetal  ossification  ?    4.  At  roote  not  have  been  perfectly  deanaed,  the 

what  period  does  it  cease. — Ann,  d^OMt'  product  must  be  digested  with  pure  animal 

trique,  ifc. :  and  Dub,  Joum,  <(fMed,  Sc.  charooal.     If   properly   prepared,  lAquor 


102 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Taraxaei  resembles  in  colour  pale  Slierry, 
and  possesses  the  acrid  taste  of  the  fresh 
root  in  an  eminent  degree.    The  dose  is  from 
one  to  three  fluid  drachms. — Annala  qf 
Chymutry, 

TRANSFUSION  OF  THE  BLOOD  OF 

A  GOAT  INTO  THE  VEINS  OF 

A  MAN. 

By  Dr.  Bubding. 

K  HAN  38  years  of  age  was  seized  with  an 
hsemuptysis,  which  continued  so  long,  and 
so  Tiolent,  that  the  only  means  of  saving  his 
life  appeared  to  be  by  supplying  the  loss  of 
blood  by  transfusion.  On  the  fifth  day  after 
the  attack  a  canula  was  introduced  into  the 
median  vein  of  his  left  arm  ;  a  syringe,  pre- 
viously heated,  was  filled  with  blood  drawn 
from  the  jugular  vein  of  a  goat,  and  about 
five  ounces  were  injected  into  the  vein  of  the 
man.  Immediately  he  complained  of  a 
feeling  of  oppression  ;  but  this  soon  after- 
wards went  off.  An  attack  of  phlebitis 
came  on  next  day,  but  was  subdued  in  eight 
days,  by  means  of  cold  applications  alone. 
His  strength  from  this  day  returned,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  months  he  was  able  to  re- 
sume  his  usual  occupation.  It  is  remarked, 
as  the  interesting  point  of  this  case,  that  it 
proves  that  the  injection  of  the  blood  of  one 
animal  into  the  veins  of  another  is  not  ne- 
oessvrily  fatal. — Journal  de  Pharmaeie ;  and 
Edin.  Med.  and  8wrg»  Journal. 

ADDENBROOKE'S  HOSPITAL, 
CAMBRIDGE. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Governors,  held 
on  Monday  last,  October  31,  Mr.  Charles 
Lestourgeon,  Mr.  John  Hammond,  and 
Mr.  George  Murray  Humphry,  were  elected 
Surgeons  to  this  hospital,  in  the  room  of 
Messrs.  Lestourgeon,  Sen.,  Okes,  and  Abbott, 
who  have  lately  resigned. 

MEDICAL  COMPETITION. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Malcolm,  which  took 
place  last  week,  there  appeared  in  the  Timet 
of  next  morning  letters  from  not  less  than 
ten  medical  men,  offering  themselves  as  can- 
didates for  the  vacant  office  of  Surgeon  to 
the  Surrey  County  Goal. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  or  OSNTtSMSN  ADMITTED  MBMBIRS. 

Friday,  October  28,  1842. 

W.  M.  DalgUesh.— M.  M.  Bull.-J.  Rogers.— 
J.  H.  Fonter.-H.C.  Wildash.— E.  Moore.— J. 
Wade.— R.  B.  Penny.— W.  Dalton.-J.  H.  Steele. 
— R.  Barnes.— T.  8.  Lee. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LTST  OF  GBNTLBMEN  WHO  HAVB  RSCinnCD 
CERTIFICATES. 

Friday t  October  14,  1842. 

T.  Feat— J.  Moore.— H.  D.  SchoMeld.— J. 
Rhodes.— W.  Boyd.— C.  Telfair.— J.  Vlckerman. 
—J.  I.  Acheson.— J.  M.  Best. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  numher  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  October  22,  1842. 

Small  Pox 10 

Measles  IT 

Scarhitina  41 

Hooping  Cough  3S 

Croup 5 

Thrush    9 

Diarrhoea 11 

Dysentery  S 

Cholera    S 

Influenza 1 

Typhus    31 

Erysipelas  . . : 1 

SyphilU  0 

Hydrophobia 1 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerres,  and  Senses . .  186 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    965 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-Tessels  ....  91 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    60 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c. S 

Childbed 5 

Ovarian  Dropsy  S 

Disease  of  Uterus.  &c 3 

Rheumatism S 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 4 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula   1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c S 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat ISO 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 43 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    34 

Causes  not  specified  3 

Deaths  fh)m  all  Causes 806 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  LatitudehV^  37'  32"  N 
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Wind,  S.W.  exca>t  the  39th  ult.  when  N.W. 
Generally  fine  weather :  no  rain  since  the  night 
of  the  35th,  when  '73  of  an  inch  fell. 

Charles  Hbmkt  Adamb. 

Errata. — In  our  numher  of  the  23d  of 
September, page 992,/or  '*Dr.  Debitu"  read 
"Dr.  De  Vitr^."  In  our  last  number, 
page  150,  col.  1,  line  19,/or  **  pertit''  read 
"petut." 

Wilson  6r  Ooiltt,  57|  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  ova,  projected  mnch  above  the  surfaces  of 

the  ovaria ;  and  some  of  the  raptured  orifices 

ON  THK  ^^^  j^^  visible :    but  in  many  of  these 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OP  calyces  there  was  not  the  least  vestige  of  an 

MIDWIFE  R Y  orifice.     1  n  another  rabbit,  opened  uie  third 

'  day  after  impregnation,  the  appearances  were 

Delivered  in  the  J%eatre  qfSt.  George* %  the  same,  only  the  corpora  lutea  were  larger, 

Hoepitalf  "^^  i^o  vestige  of  an  ovum  could  be  dis- 

covered,  either  in  the  tubes  or  horns  of  the 

fiT  RoBSRT  Lss,  M.D.  F.R.S.  uterus.     Another  rabbit  was  opened  the 

fifth  day  after  impregnation :  the  appear- 

Lbcturb  v.  ances  were  similar,  obly  the  corpora  lutea 

were  increased  in  bulk,  and  no  ovum  could 

On  the  Anatomy  and  Phytiology  ef  the  y^  detected  any  where.    A  fourth  female 

Qnmd  Uteme.  rabbit  was  opened  on  the  eighth  day :  the 

At  the  time  of  conception  the  whole  uterine  ova  were  in  the  cavity  of  the  uteruf ,  and 

system  is  in  a  state  of  great  nervous  excite-  "  projected  through  its  substance'*   about 

ment  and  vascular  congestion :  the  corpora  the  size  of  a  large  garden  pea ;  the  eiLbryo 

fimbriata  turn  round  to  the  ovaria,  and  the  was  not  visible,  but  it  became  so  by  dropping 

ovum,  before  or  after  escaping  from  the  distilled  vinegar  over  the  spot  where  it  was 

Graafian  vesicle,  and  entering  the  canal  of  known  to  be.    Another  rabbit  was  opened 

the  fallopian  tube  to  be  conveyed  to  the  on  the  ninth  day,  and  the  embryo  was  seeo 

uterus,  is  fecundated  by  the  seminal  fluid,  within  its  amnion.     Some  corpora  lutea  bad 

which  penetrates  to  the  surfeice  of  the  ova-  cavities,  others  none,  nor  the  least  appear- 

rium.     Soon  after  this  the  corpus  lateum  ance  of  orifice.     The  corpora  lutea  kept 

be^ns  to  be  formed  in  the  ovarium,  from  increasing  with  the  foetus,  were  of  a  sand- 

whlch  the  fecundated  ovum  has  been  dls-  red  colour,  and  very  vascular.      Another 

chai^d.     No  opportunity  has  occurred   of  rabbit  was  opened  at  six  days  and  a  half : 

determining  with  certainty,  in  the  human  there  were  ova  in  the  horns  of  the  uterus, 

subject,  w^  the  ovum  leaves  the  Graafian  which  had  just  begun  to  fix,  but  did  not 

vesicle  after  conception,  how  many  days  it  adhere  by  v«wels :  they  were  much  enlarged, 

requires  to  pass  along  the  fiiUopian  tube,  oomparedwiththesixth,  and  the  side  next  the 

and  what  changes  take  place  in  the  uterus  uterus  had  a  round  rough  spot  in  it :  the  cho- 

before   the  ovum  enters  its  cavity.     Our  rion  and  amnion  were  almost  in  contact  with 

knowledge  of  these  subjects  consists  of  in-  one  another  :  they  were  easily  turned  out  oi 

ferences  from  observations  made  upon  the  the  uterus,  which  embraced    them    every 

lower  animals  soon  after  impregnation.  where  loosely  but  at  the  bottom :  corpora 

In  fifty  hours  post  coitum  in  the  rabbit,  lutea  were  now    increased  exceedingly  in 

De  Graaf  found  the  vesicles  in  the  ovaria  vascularity,  and  nourished  by  a  large  vessel 

enapty ;  but  the  ovum  was  not  visible  in  the  running  across  the  tubes.     Mr.  Cruikshank 

tube  till  seventy-two  hours  had    elapsed,  examined  another  rabbit  at  three  days  and  a 

Haller  saw  the  Graafian  vesicle  in  the  sheep  half :  the  ovaria  had  the  appearanre  as  if  the 

ruptured  two  hours  after ;  but  he  could  not  ova  had  not  yet  gone  out ;  however,  many  of 

perceive  the  embryo  in  the  uterus  before  the  them  were  found  in  the  uterus,  and  many  in 

seventeenth  day.     Mr.  Cruikshank  opened  the  tubes :  I  got,  he  says,  about  six  ;  others 

a  rabbit  two  hours  after,  and  then  the  calyces  were  lost,  from  the  great  difficulty  in  slitting 

or  Graafian  vesicles,  which  contained  the  up  the  fallopian  tubes  without  bruising  the 

780.— XXXI.  O 
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ova :  there  were  eight  or  nine  corpora  latea  cles  bad  snfTered  but  little  diminution.  Bris- 
in  one  ovariani,  and  two  only  in  the  other  :  ties  were  easily  introduced  by  the  ruptured 
on  the  side  of  the  two,  only  one  ovum  was  orifices.  InthiseiperimenttheadvaDcea  to- 
foundy  but  twice  as  large  as  those  on  the  wardstheformationof  a  perfect  corpualntenm 
other  s'de.  In  another  experiment  at  two  were  such  as  the  period  of  examination  would 
days  and  a  half»  the  ovaria  were  impregnated ;  naturally  lead  us  to  expect.  The  contents 
but  there  were  no  ova  in  the  tubes »  nor  of  the  vesicles  having  escaped,  it  was  but 
orifices  in  the  corpora  lutea.  Mr.  Cruik-  reasonable  now  to  look  forward  to  a  speedy 
shanks  inferred,  from  these  and  other  obser-  obliteration  of  the  cavity.  I  therefore  ex- 
vations  on  the  doe,  which  were  made  with  amined  these  parts  under  similar  circum- 
the  greatest  possible  care,  and  of  which  an  stances  on  the  third,  fourth,  and  filth  day. 
account  is  published  in  the  Philosophical  In  the  last  experiment  there  was  but  little 
Transactions,  1797,  that  the  ovum  enters  vestige  of  cavity,  consequently  the  corpora 
the  uterus  on  the  fourth  day.  lutea  might  b^  considered  as  perfectly 
The  same  volume  of  the  Philosophical  formed.''  I  quote  these  observations  of 
Transactions  contains  the  following  account  Dr.  Haighton  because  they  have  been  often 
of  some  experiments  made  by  Dr.  Haighton  referred  to,  and  not  because  any  satisfactory 
also  upon  the  rabbit  soon  after  impregna-  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  them, 
tion : — "  Having  procured  several  virgin  Kuhlemann  found  Graafian  vesidea  of  the 
rabbits  in  a  fit  state  for  impregnation,  I  'sheep  to  have  burst  at  the  end  of  the  first 
admitted  one  of  them  to  the  male.  Twelve  day ;  and  Hausmann  found  them  nearly  all 
houra  after  it  was  killed,  and  on  examining  burst  in  seventeen  hours, 
the  ovaries  several  of  the  vesicles  evidently  Dr.  M.  Barry  examined  rabbits  four,  six, 
projected :  th&y  had  lost  their  transparency,  eight,  and  eight  and  a  half  hours  post  ooitom, 
and  were  become  opaque  and  red  :  when  and  he  found  the  ova  still  within  the  ovaria, 
punctured,  a  fluid  ofthe  same  colour  escaped,  and  apparently  not  yery  near  the  time  of 
I  made  sections  through  some  of  them  ;  but  their  expulsion.  A  rabbit  was  examined  at 
at  this  early  period,  the  corpora  lutea,  which  eleven  houra ;  when  the  ova  were  found  to 
are  formed  by  a  thickening  of  the  parietes  of  have  made  their  exit  from  that  organ ;  and 
the  vesicles,  were  not  very  evident ;  I  there-  at  ten  houra  with  the  same  result.  Another 
fore  determined  to  examine  them  in  a  more  was  killed  at  nine  houra ;  the  ova  were  still 
advanced  state.  Another  rabbit  being  ad-  within  the  ovaria,  and  their  Graafian  yesides 
mitted  to  the  male,  I  examined  it  twenty-  presented  no  decided  indication  of  an  ap- 
four  houra  afterwards.  The  colour  of  the  preaching  rupture :  he  says  (in  the  Phil, 
fluid  contained  in  the  vesicles  was  similar  to  Trans,  for  1839),  **  I  tried  9i  houra,  when 
that  of  the  last  experiment.  The  vesicles  the  ova  were  again  found  within  the  ovaria ; 
projected  more  evidently,  and  their  thick-  while  in  another  instance  at  nine  hours  they 
ened  parietes,  manifesting  the  commence-  had  escaped.  At  length,  after  nearly  a  score 
ment  of  corpora  lutea,  were  become  more  of  rabbits  had  been  devoted  to  anatomical 
apparent.  I  inspected  the  ovaries  of  another  inspection,  for  the  single  object  of  determin  • 
nbbit  forty-eight  houra  post  coitum.  At  ing  the  condition  in  which  the  ovum  leaves 
this  period  the  vesicles  seemed  to  be  in  the  the  ovary,  the  parts  were  found  in  a  state 
very  act  of  bunting ;  and  a  semi-transpa-  precisely  what  I  had  so  much  desired  to 
rent  substance,  of  a  mucus-like  consistence,  meet  with  ;  one  of  these  animals,  at  ten 
was  beginning  to  protrude  from  some  of  hours,  yielding  me  two  oya  that  had  left  the 
them ;  othen,  indeed,  were  less  advanced,  ovary  and  advanced  an  inch  into  the  tube, 
The  fimbriated  extremities  of  the  fallopian  and  two  othera  that  were  still  in  the  ovary, 
tubes  were  preparingto  receive  their  contents,  but  beyond  all  doubt  on  the  point  of  follow- 
as  appeared  by  their  having  quitted  their  ing  them." 

usual  position,  and  embraced  the  ovaries  in  During  the  three  firat  months  of  preg- 

such   a  degree  that  only  a  small   portion  nancy,  the  human  ovarium,  from  which  the 

could  be  seen  until  the  tubes  were  taken  fecundated    ovum    has    been    discharged, 

away.     Sections  being  made  into  the  thick-  and  which  contains  the  corpus  luteum,  is 

ened  vesicles,  the  formation  of  corpora  lutea  readily  distinguished  from  the  other  ovarium 

appeared   to  have  made  further  advances,  by  its  greater  size  and  weight,  and  by  a 

From  the  appearance  of  an  incipient  rupture  prominence  on  some  part  of  its  surface  above 

of  the  vesicles  in  this  experiment,  it  was  but  the  adjacent  peritoneum.     On  the  point  of 

reasonable  to  expect  that    their    contents  this  projection,   there  is   always    a    small 

would  soon  have  escaped ;  but  as  my  views  irregular  depression   or    cavity  where  the 

were  directed  to  the  formation  of  a  corpus  lu-  peritoneum  appears    to    have    been    torn, 

teum,  I  deferred  the  next  examination  to  a  more  Numerous  arteries  and  veins  ramify  around 

distant  time.     In  two  days  and  twelve  houra  this  prominence,  and  give  it  a  red  colour  like 

after  coition,    I  examined  the  ovaries  of  blood.     On  cutting  open  the  ovarium  in  the 

another  rabbit.    The  foetal  rudiments  had  long  direction,   the  corpus  luteum  comes 

escaped ;  but  the  cavities  of  the  ovarian  vesi-  into  view,  which  is  of  an  oblong  form,  rather 
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mora  than  half  an  inch  In  length,  and  len  1i  no  cavity  wlthla  the  earpua  lateum ;  the 

than  a  qnarCer  of  in  inch  in  thicknen  ;  it  coats  ot  the  Grution  Tesicle  haye  contracted 

preseati    an    entirelf  different   sppearuice  atill  farther,   and  aaanmed  a  nhite  mem- 

from  the  stroma  of  tho  ovary,  and  !■  wholly  branoaa   appearanec,    with   Bmall   proceEHefl 

different  from  it  In  BtniotHre,  and  from  erery  jjassing  outward  through  the  yellow  matter, 

glandular  part  of  the  bod;.    The  corpus  somewhat  like  radii  from  the  centre  of  a 

hatenm  is  nothing  but  the  empty  Graafiin  circle.     Aitilllhrthei  diminution  takes  place 

vesicle  which  contained  the  OTnm,sarronnded  in  its  aiie,  and  in  three  or  four  months  after 

by  a  layer  of   yellow  graaular  aubMonce  delivery  the  yeltofr  matter  and  coata  of  the 

iriiich  a  formed  intneqiiently  to  impr^-  Graafian  vesicle  have  been  entirely  removed 

nation.     Hie  two  coata   of   the   Graafian  bip  absorption  fram  the  otary  ;  and  except  a 

msicie  are  always  enclosed  within  the  ycHow  small  depreaaion  on  the  surface  where  the 

mbttance  ;  and  they  can  lie  aeparated  from  prominence  had  at  first  existed,  and  a  sliglit 

one  another,  and  their  existence  as  two  dis-  condensation  of  the  anhstance  of  tha  ovary 

tinet  organiied  membranes  ai  clearly  demon-  beneath,  there  is  no  Testlge  leSi,  of  the  corpaa 

■trated,  astheamnionaDdthechorion.     The  Intenm.     As  theae  changes  continue  to  go 

Innermost  of  these  coats  is  smooth,  and  Ab  on  in  the  Graafian  veside,  and  aroond  it, 

oater  layer  ron^  and  filameotoua,  sad  pro-  snbaeqnently  to  the  diacharge  of  the  omm 

oeasea  are  sent  oat  from  this  exterior  layer  and  its  other  cooteots,  they  probably  con- 

whieh  peaetnte  the  yellow  substance  to  a  tribute,   or    are   the   meani  which  nature 

considerable  depth,  and  in  some  parts  go  employs,  to  Oil  Dp  the  cavity  thus  suddenly 

qoite  through  it  to  the  stroma  of  the  ovary,  formed  in  the  ovarium,  and  to  promote  the 

The  cavity  of  the  Graafian  vesicle  varies  in  contraction  and  absorption  oF  the  coata  of 

dte  in  dillbrent  corpora  Inteai   in  lome  it  is  the  vesicle  after  tha  performance  of  its  pro- 

eotirely  empty,  in  others  it  is  filled  with  a  per  function,  and  the  necessity  fhr  ita  re- 

■erona  fluid,  but  I  have  in  no  instance  seen  moval,  has  occurred — a  process  analogous  to 

the  cavity  of  the  tme  corpus  latevm  filled  the  conversion  of  tlie  nmbilical  vessels,  for 

with  blood  or  "lymphy   matter"  of  any  example,  into  cellular  tissue  after  their  fliDC- 

deacripUon.     The  layer  of  yellow  snbstanco,  tions  have  ceased. 

which  tias,  in  the  teeond  month  of  pn^-  A  corpus  lotenm  Is  invariably  formed 
■ancy,  a  deep  orange  colour,  is  usually  from  in  the  ovarium  niter  conception,  and  two 
s  line  to  a  line  and  a  half  in  thickness,  and  or  three  where  there  are  twins  or  trip- 
when  examined  with  a  magnifier,  appears  to  lets.  Not  unfreqaently  two  corpora  lutea 
consist  entirely  of  yeUow  granules  contained  are  present  in  the  ovaria  nhcie  there  is 
in  the  cellular  membrane,  interposed  between  only  one  ovam  within  the  uterus.  1  found 
the  outer  surface  of  the  Graafian  vesicle  and  a  perfect  corpus  lutenm  in  the  ovary  of 
the  stroma  of  the  ovary.  Blood-vessels  a  woman  who  died  from  infiammatiou  of 
pass  through  the  yellow  substance  from  the  the  uterus  Eoon  niter  the  exputaion  of  a  mass 
stroma  of  the  ovary  to  the  coats  of  the  of  serous  cysts,  or  hydatids,  as  ttfy  are 
Graafian  vesicle.  In  some  specimens  of  called,  ftom  its  cavity.  Corpom  lutea,  surh 
corpora  lutea,  there  Is  an  irregulnr  and  as  have  nowbeen  descrihed,  mnjbe  regnrded 
nnusnaUy  large  quantity  of  yellow  substance  us  furnishing  the  moat  unequivocal  proof  of 
formed  on  one  aide  of  the  Graafian  vesicle ,  impregnation, batitlenecessarytol:now,that 
which  causes  it  to  press  inward  upon  the  conceptionmajhivenkenplace,andthnttbe 
cavity.  The  outer  surhce  of  tlie  yellow  eorpua  luteum  may  be  so  small  and  so  imper- 
roatter  is  in  immediate  contact  wiUi  the  fectly  formed  asto  be  in  a  greatd^reedesti. 
stroma  of  the  ovary,  which  ia  sometimes  tute  of  its  genuine  and  distinctive  characters. 
slightly  condensed,  so  ««  to  produce  the  In  the  ovaria  of  women  who  have  never 
appenrajice  of  a  capsule  aroand  It.  This  been  pr^nant,  ydlow  oval-shaped  bodies 
condensed  jrartion  of  the  stroma  of  the  are  sometimet  found  which  it  is  diflicult 
ovary  is  often  thicker  than  both  coats  of  the  to    diatinguish    from    tme   corpora  Intca. 

Granjfian  vesicle,  and  the  months  of  divided  Tlwae   '"'— ' ' 

vessels  are  distinctly  perceptible  in  it,  na  in  ly    rea 

other  porta  of  the  substance  of  the  ovary,  cavidn 

In  some  speeimena  there  ia  no  condensation  Montg< 

of  the  substance  of  the  ovary  around  and  in  a  fawn 

contact  with  the  yellow  matter,   nor   the  appesri 

(lighteet  appearance  of  any  capsule  encloa-  riona  < 

ing  it.  observf 

As  gestntinn  advances,  the  coipos  Inteum  fbrmed 

gradually  diminishes  in  size,  the  detp  yellow  llsmme 

colour    fades,   the  coata   of   the    Graafian  structii 

vesicle  contract,  and  In  the  fifth  month  its  the  bio 

cavity  ia  almost  ahUterated.     In  the  seventh  of  the 

and  Tcmainiug  months  of  pregtumcy,  there  brown, 
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falK  corponlatca  the  yellow  rabrtBDCti*  COD* 
taioed  oitliin,  or  ■ttached  to,  the  inner  lar- 
bceof  tbe  Graafiuveaicle,  and  docs  not  aur- 
round  it,  aa  U  Che  cbk  in  true  corpora  lutei. 
In  idvincrd  life  ■  [hickening  of  the  layers 
or  theGnaflan  vbficle  not  unfreqaenlly  gives 
rise  to  sppFamncei  renembUDg  corpora  lutea. 
Theae,  and  all  other  corpora  lutes,  are  ge- 
nerally, but  not  inyariably,  found  more  or 
leu  deeply  imbcddnl  in  the  rabatance  of  the 
Oiarium,  or  if  they  are  near  the  surface,  they 
are  most  freqaentlj  not  in  actual  contact 
with  the  peritoDenm.  but  have  a  snuU  por- 
tion of  ttrotna  intervening.  If  there  is  a 
cicatrix  over  tbesci  it  has  a  more  irregular 
form  than  in  the  small  drcutar  depression  on 
the  apex  of  the  true  corpus  Inteum. 

In  a  Bpedmen  of  falae  corpus  lateam  which 
1  eiamined  with  Mr.  Wlurtoo  Jonei,  not 
long  nnce,  there  was  yellow  matter  deposited 
in  the  coats  of  the  Graafian  vraicle,  which 
were  spongy  and  thickened.  The  cavity  of 
the  Toicle  was  diatended  with  coagulated 
blood.  Hie  inner  layer  had  ■  peculiar 
wrinkled  appearance,  similar  to  what  Von 
Baer  baa  represented  iu  hia  figure  of  the  true 
corpus  luteum,  and  we  could  not  help  ana. 
pecting  that  this  pnckering  haJ  led  him  to 
entertain  Uienrroneona  views,  respecting  the 
truecorpnslntenm,  which  he  has  promulgated 
in  hia  work  De  Gvi  Mammalinm  et  Hominis 
Generi  ;  in  fact,  that  he  mistook  a  fiUse  for  a 
tme  corpna  Inteum. 

Tbere  ate  upon  the  table  five  specitnena 
of  the  tme  corpna  lutenm  in  the  second  and 
third  months  of  pregnancy ;  and  two  in  the 
fourth,  and  eeveral  others  in  the  aerenth 
and  anbaequent  months  of  gestation,  and  one 
three  months  after  delivery.  Thia  ape- 
oimen,  [exhibiting  it,]  was  obtained  from  the 
body  of  a  woman,  who  died  on  the  1 1  th  J  nly, 
IB38.  in  St.  George'a  Hoepital,  in  the aecond 
month  of  pregnancy,  llie  appearance  of 
the  ovum  made  thia  certain.  The  left  ovarimn 
contained  the  corpus  luteum,  which  was 
larger  than  the  other,  and  had  a  con- 
aiderable  prominence  on  its  convei  edge, 
■round  which  were  aeen  rami^n;  a  number 
of  minute  arteries  and  vein*.  There  was  a 
amall  circnlar  depreasion  at  the  point  of  this 
prominence,  but  a  brittle  conid  not  be  made 
to  pass  through  it  into  the  central  part  of 
the  orary.  On  catting  open  the  ovarinn) 
the  corpna  lutenm  presented  iiaelf  of  an  oval 
■hape,  and  of  a  deep  or  ratber  light  orange 
colour,  with  the  Graafian  vesicle  eucloaed 
within  it,  the  coata  being  tbicki^ed  and  con. 
tracted.  The  cavity  was  empty.  With  little 
difficulty,  while  the  parta  wrre  under  alcohol, 
I  ancceeded  in  separating  one  half  of  the 
vehicle  into  two  distinct  layers,  which  are 
clearly  seen  in  the  preparation  i  a  bristle 
beinK  interpOBHl  between  them.  If  you  look 
carefully  Ibrongh  a  magnifier  at  these  two 
layers  of  the  Graafian  vesicle,   and  at  the 


drtwing,  1  think  yoa  will  be  satisfied,  ■* 
many  anatomists  who  have  done  so  tuna 
been,  that  this  internal  membrwie  ia  evidently 
something  rery  different  from  "  a  layer  of 
cosgulable  lymph,"  aa  baa  been  aaaetted. 
The  outer  scrfece  of  the  Graafian  vaaide  ia 
BO  loosely  attached  by  cellular  membrane  to 
the  yellow  matter,  that  it  can  .easily  be  se- 
paiated  from  it.  Around  the  outer  sorfoce 
of  the  yellow  matter,  and  completely  inrest- 
ing  it,  there  is  awhile  layer  varying  in  thick- 
ness, the  outer  part  of  which  loses  itself  io 
the  substance  of  the  ovarinm,  of  which  it  ap- 
pears to  form  a  part,  and  to  ha  similar  in 
structure.  The  inner  portion  of  thia  white 
layer,  which  appeara  Ut  be  condensed 
stroma,  is  aeparable  on  the  one  hand 
from  the  yellow  matter,  and  on  the  other 
from  the  auhslance  of  the  ovarium,  ao 
as  to  give  the  appearance  of  a  distinct 
membrane,  conaidi-rnbly  exceeding  in  thick- 
ness both  layira  of  the  Graafian  vehicle.  Tliia 
preparation  fimt  induced  me  to  believe  that 
both  layera  of  the  Graafian  vetiicle  are  encloaed 
Kithin  theyellowmattrrofChe  corpus  Inteum. 


The 
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placed  beyond  all  doubt,  by  this  speci- 
men [eibibitiog  it]  of  corpus  luteum  in  the 
second  month  of  pregnancy.  It  is  here  most 
evident  that  there  ia  no  eapaule  interposed 
bptiveen  the  ypllow  matter  and  the  stroma  of 
the  ovary,  and  that  bothlayen  of  the  Graafian 
vesicle  are  enclosed  within  the  yellow  matter. 
Un  one  side  the  coats  have  been  separated, 
and  a  briatle  placed  between  them,  that  they 
may  be  more  clearly  seen.  The  aeparation  M 
the  coats  wag  effected  with  greater  difficulty 
than  in  the  other  specimen ;  and  the  fact 
rendered  still  more  obviuus  that  the  inner 
coat  waa  not  a  layer  of  coagulable  lymph. 
Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  Mr.  Wharton  Jime* 
examined  thia  preparation,  in  the  moat  care- 
fill  manner,  and  satisfied  themselves  that  the 
account  1  have  given  of  the  corpus  Inteum  ia 
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correct,  and  to   Mr.   Jones  I  am  indebleil  Fio.  3. 

for  tbii  accurate  drawing,  wbich  hM  been 
BDinired  in  the  2Zd  Tolnme  of  "Jie  Medico- 
Cbimrgical  TraauctioDi. 


On  the  2&th  Feb.  1840,  I  eiunined,  vith 
Mr.  Wharton  Jon«i,  thu  curpus  tateum 
[ohibiting  it],  which «a«  removed  from  the 
bodj  of  B  waniiin  who  died  in  the  4th  month 
of  het  pwgnirey.  The  jellow  matter  was 
here  likewise  ia  iniini^iute  contact  with  the 
etroma  of  the  ovary,  and  had  no  capsule 
around  it;  within  the  yellow  mader,  and 
loosely  (dbering  to  it,  wdb  seen  the  Graafian 
Tesicle,  like  a  aniall  white  cyst.  When  (bis 
cyst  was  cut  open  under  water,  there  w>« 
■een  a  very  small  ravilyin  the  centre.  There 
were  twn  perfectly  distinct  coats,  which 
formed  the  wsUs  of  this  cyst,  aud  these  two 
layers  were  separated  by  a  less  dense  struc- 
ture, apparently  cellular  membrane  of  a 
biniih  or  milky  appearance. 

Id  this  preparation  [eihibiUng  it]  of  the 
corpus  luteum  in  the  scTentb  mouth,  there 
!■  no  cavity  in  the  centre,  and  the  coats  of 
the  Graafian  vesicle  present  a  thin  mem- 
branous appearance  with  bands  running  into 
the  yellow  matter,  the  colour  of  which  ia 
Tcry  pale.  The  whole  corpus  luteum  is 
much  reduced  in  size.     (See  Fig.  3.) 

In  this  preparation  [exhibiting  it]  there  is 
nothing  unusual  Tisible  in  the  ovary  eicept 
a  alight  depreasian  on  the  surface,  and  a  white 
Unerunni..g  into  the  strama  to  the  extent  of 
^nt  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  Tliis  ia  the  ovary  of 
awomanwho  died  three  months  after  delivery, 
and  which  contained  the  corpus  luteum. 

The  corpora  Intea  of  the  sheep,  in  these 
toor  apecinieus,  [exhibiting  them]  present  a 
very  Cerent  appeannce  bom  homan  eor- 
■^  — !   soft,   oblong, 
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vascular  tomora,  imbedded  in  the  auhstance 
of  the  ovaria,  and  projecting,  tike  small 
nipples,  considerably  beyond  &e  »urf»ce  of 
the  organs.  There  is  a  smooth  eircnlar 
depression  on  the  projecting  point  of 
each  of  them,  but  there  is  not  the  slightest 
appearance  of  a  cavity  in  their  centre,  nor  is 
there  a  distinct  capsule  like  tlie  outer  layer 
of  the  Graafian  vesicle  surroanduig  them. 

The  corpus  luteum  of  the  cow,  about  the 
fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  forms  a  large 
mass  in  the  ovary  abont  an  inch  in  diameter, 
and  projects  still  more  than  in  the  sheep. 
In  this  specimen  [exhibiting  it],  the  blood- 
vessels of  which  have  been  injected,  there  ii 
aljo  a  smooth  dreular  depression  on  the 
moat  projecting  part,  but  there  is  no  cavity 
in  the  centre,  as  in  the  human  corpus 
luteum.  Brtween  the  stroma  of  the  ovaiy 
and  the  corpus  lutemn  there  is  only  a  thin 
layer  of  ctllular  membrane  interposed.  The 
absence  of  the  centra]  eyat  and  cavity  in 
these  corpora  lulea  renders  it  extremely 
probable  that  the  Graafian  veiiiiles  had  been 
entirely  extruded  from  the  ovsria  afler  im. 

have  Dccuired  in  some  of  the  ovaria  in  the 
rabbit,  described  by  Mr.  Cruikshank.  On 
examining  the  corpora  lutea  of  the  abeep, 
cow,  and  mare,  you  will  have  great  difficulty, 
I  think,  in  beUeving  that  they  can  possibly 
be  formed  by  a  development  either  of  the 
inner  or  outer  layer  of  the  Graafian  vesiclea, 
or  by  a  separation  of  their  two  coats  and 
the  sudden  formation  between  them  of  the 
peculiar  substance  constituting  the  corpus 
luteum.  It  se^ms  ron'rary  to  alt  the  sound 
principles  of  physiology  to  suppose 
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matters,  should  saddenly  lose  their  nataral    fian  veslde.    '*  An  interestiiig  specimea  of  s 

appearance,  and  grow  into  these  great  tbs-  corpus  luteum,"  observes  Dr.  P.,  a  Ywy 

cvdar  and  granular  OMHes.  little  older  "  than  the  above  deaerSied  one. 

The  human  eorpw  luteum  was  first  de-  occurred  to  Dr.  John  Reid,  latelj,  in  the 

scribed  by  De  Graidf  in  1672*    The  account  Royal  Infirmary  :  the  patient,  a  young  female 

he  has  given  of  it  is  so  gOdiA  AaC  I  eannot  about  18  or  19  years  of  age,  came  into  the 

forbear  qooting  it.  house  labouring  under  peritonitis,  of  whicfa 

"  Que  vera  secundum  nateram  aliqnando  she  died  on  the  third  day  after  her  admission. 

tantuminaKdierumtestibttsinveBimi€nr;8ant  The  left  ovary  preaeoted  a  corpus  luteum, 

globuli,  qui  glandularum  conglomeratanzm  with  its  edge  about  two  or  three  lines  thick, 

adinstar  ex  multis  particulis  k  centro  ad  beautifully   plicated,  and    of  an  intensely 

eircumfisrentiam  recto  quasi  ductu  tenden-  yellow  colour ;  the  centre  ^vus  fiUed  with  a 

tibus  conflantur,  et  propria  membrane  oh-  coagulum  of  blood.  I  had  not  an  opportunity 

volvuntnr.    Hoa  globulos  non  omni  tempore  of  examining  this  specimen  till  after  ita  im- 

in  foemeUarum  testiculis  existere  dicimns  :  mersion  in  spirits  :thepUcated  margin  was  thea 

quia  post  coitum  tantum  in  illis  detegun-  quite  distinct,  but  the  central  coagulum  waa 

tur,  unus^aut  plures,  prout  animal  ex  illo  gone.  The  uterus  of  this  girl  waa  idso  slightly 

congressu  unum  ant  plures  foetus  in  luoem  enlarged,  and  contained  a  soft  decidual  mem- 

edet.      Neque  illi  adhuc  in  omnibus   aut  brane."    As  Dr.  P.  does  not  state  that  an 

ejusdem  generis  animalibus  semper  eodem  ovumwasdetected,  I  am  entitled  to  presume 

modo  sese  habent,  in  vaccis  enim  fiavum,  in  that  it  was  not,  and  that  the  proof  of  con- 

ovibus  rubrum,  in  aliis  cineritium  colorem  oeption  having  taken  place  was  wanting, 

sortiuntur :  prseterea  aliquot  post  coitum  die-  The  presence  of  a  membrane  in  the  utema, 

bus  tenuiori   substantia  proediti  sunt,  et  in  like  the  decidua,  has  been  met  with  when  there 

sui   medio  limpidum     liquorem  membran&  was  no  pregnancy,  or  has  been  expelled  from 

inclusum  continent,  quo  unk  cum  membrana  the  uterus  in  dysmenonhoea.     In  a  court  of 

foras  propulso,  exigua  solum  in  iis  capacitas  law  the  evidence  of  pregnancy  here  would 

superat,  quoe  sensim  ita  aboletnr  ut  poetre-  have   been    considered  wholly  insufficient, 

mis  gestationis  mensibus  ex  solid&  tantum  No  figure  is  given  of  this  corpus  luteum,  and 

substantia  conflare  videantur :  enixo  jam  im-  no  inference  can  be  drawn  ftx)m  the  descrip- 

minuuntur,  ac  tandem  eraiiescunt."     It  was  tion  of  it. 

afterwards  similarly  described  by  Roederer,  The  third,  figure  represente  the  appear- 

Dr.  W.  Hunter,  by  Haller,  and  others.  Pro-  anoes  presented  by  an  ovarium  removed  from 

feasor  Baer  is  of  opinion  that  the  corpus  the  body  of  a  woman  who  died  of  chronic 

luteum  is  formed  in  all  animals  by  a  thicken-  disease  of  the  brain.     Here  also  no  ovum 

ing  of  the  inner  membrane  of  the  Graafian  could  be  detected  by  Dr.  P.  in  the  uterus, 

vesicle.    Dr.  Montgomery  believes  the  cor-  upon  minute  microscopic  examination,   to 

pus  luteum  to  be  surrounded  externally  by  determine  that  pregnancy  had  actually  taken 

the  outer  membrane  of  the  Graafian  vesicle,  place ;  although  he  infers  '*  that  impregna- 

whilst  ite  cavity  is  lined  by  the  inner  mem-  tion  had  occurred  from  a  fortnight  to  three 

brane  of  this  vesicle.      Dr.   Paterson  has  weeks  before  death."     If  you  examine  this 

adopted  the  same  opinion.     The  first  two  figure,  you  will  see  that  there  is  no  capsule 

figures  accompanying  his  paper  in  the  Edin.  interposed  between  the  yellow  matter  and 

Med.andSurgicalJoumal  [exhibiting them],  stroma  of  the  ovary;  and  the  same  is  the 

evidently  represent  ftdse  corpora  lutea.  They  case  with  the  fourth  figure,  [exhibiting  it] 

have  not  one  of  the  chiuracters  of  the  true  which  represente  a  true  corpus  luteum  in  the 

corpus  luteum.  Fig.  2  shows  nothing  but  a  clot  second  month  of  pregnancy.      Dr.  Allan 

of  blood  within  the  Graafian  vesicle,    lliere  Thomson  says,  in  his  description  of  the 

was  no  ovum  detected  in  the  uterus,  although  corpus  luteum,  that  a  cavity  existed  in  the 

minutely  and  carefully  examined :  **  indeed,"  interior  of  this  corpus  luteum  similar  to  what 

he  stetes,  "  although  this  person  had  con-  is  seen  in  all  true  corpora  lutea ;  but  Dr. 

ceived,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  (torn  the  Paterson  says  this  statement  "  is  erroneous^ 

puckered  and  contracted  appearance  of  the  as  ite  centre  was  filled  up  with  a  reddish 

fimbriated  extremities  of  the  fallopian  tube,  grey-coloured  fibrinous  mass."     In  fig.  5 

which  could  hardly  admit  of  a  small  probe  the  Graafian  vesicle  is  seen  distinctly  within 

to  enter,  that  no  ovum  could  have  passed  the  yellow  matter ;  and  this,  you  see,  is  in 

into    them."      **  This   woman    had    been  immediate  contect  with  the  stroma  of  the 

married  eight  years,  and  had  had  no  fiimUy,"  ovary ;  although  Dr.  Paterson  says.  In  his 

which,  with  other  drcumstanoes,  makes  it  description  of  it,    that   **  external  to  the 

certain  that  she  had  never  been  pregnant ;  and  yellow  body  was  also  a  firm  membrane." 

that  a  true  corpus  luteum  could  not  exist  in  These  are  all  the  observations  on  the  true 

the  ovarium.    These  figures,  Dr.  Paterson  corpus  luteum  contained  in  Dt.  Paterson's 

says,'*  are  intended  to  represent  the  external  paper,  and  I  leave  you  to  judge  whether 

and  internal  appearance  of  a  corjnu  luitum^  they  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  warrant 

a  very  short  time  after  the  rupture  of  the  Graa-  him  in  steting  that  he  had  *'  had  many  oppor- 
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tnnitus  of  observing  that  the  proper  mb-  profewed  to  adopt,  and  I  carried  ont,  as  far 

stance  of  the  corpus  lateom  was  coTered  by  as  time  allowed,  a  method  of  inquiry,  which 

two  membranes."    This  infierence,  indeed,  the  following  considerations  suggested,  and 

does  not  appear  to  haye  been  drawn  from  aa  which,  if  you  will  permit  the  recapitulation, 

examination  of  human  corpora  lutea,  but  they  will  explain. 

firom  those  of  the  cow.  "  Any  one  may  I  noticed,  at  the  commencement  of  those 
satisfy  himself  of  this,"  he  says,  ' '  by  a  very  lectures,  the  richness  of  our  medical  literature, 
simple  experiment.  Let  him  procure  the  bothin  collections  of  casesand in  monographs. 
owary  of  a  cow  containing  the  corpus  luteum.  And  I  adverted  to  the  kind  of  use  to  which 
In  this  animal  the  parts  are  so  large  as  to  be  these  cases  or  series  of  cases  are  usually 
easily  distinguished.  An  incision  is  to  be  turned,  with  some  expression  of  doubt 
cazeftilly  made  through  the  peritoneum  and  whether  these  correspond  to  the  magnitude 
proper  tunio  of  the  ovary ;  and  then,  turning  and  extent  of  the  materials, 
these  edges  aside,  no  difficulty  will  be  ex-  The  most  legitimate  use,  I  observed,  to 
perienoed  in  turning  out  the  corpus  luteum  which  such  treasures  are  subservient,  is  the 
(torn  the  ovary*  On  examining  it  we  find  formation  through  their  means  of  general 
that  it  is  still  covered  with  its  oellnlar  enve-  principles.  The  most  common  are,  that  of 
lope.  Upon  gentiy  cutting  through  this,  furnishing  arguments  in  support  of  some 
and  reflecting  it,  we  find  that  the  orange-  preconceived  opinion.  They  are  in  the  latter 
coloured  corpus  luteum  is  still  covered  by  a  way  often  converted  into  advocates  for  error, 
proper  tunic ;  and  when  this  is  cut  through,  instead  of  bemg  tests  of  truth, 
and  devated  with  the  forceps,  the  naked  But  I  then  called  the  attention  of  my 
corpus  luteum  comes  immediately  into  hearers  to  a  third  use  to  which  these  records 
view.  Now  what  else  can  this  seeond  tunic  are  applicable ;  namely,  that  of  carefully  ex- 
be  but  the  external  membrane  of  the  Graafian  amining  and  commenting  upon  casies,  without 
vesicle?"  Look  once  more  carefully  at  any  preconceived  hypothesis  in  the  pro- 
this  corpus  httenm  of  the  cow  [exhibiting  cedure.  The  aspect,  I  observed,  which  a 
it],  with  all  its  blood-vessels  injected,  and  given  case  assumes,  when  we  look  at  it  with 
see  whether  it  agrees  with  the  description  I  a  view  to  gidn  whatever  information  it  may 
have  now  read.  bestow,  and  that  in  which  it  may  present  it- 
Before  taking  leave  of  tins  subject,  the  self  when  we  would  support  or  may  be  com- 
importmce  of  which  you  will  hereafter  be  pelled  to  abandon  our  own  preconceptions 
more  aware  of  than  now,  I  ought  to  state  by  its  means,  are  very  different ;  and  though 
that  Dr.  Martin  Barry  thinks  the  corpus  the  latter  relation  may  be  more  favourable  to 
luteum  is  formed  by  a  devdopment  of  the  discovery,  the  former,  as  it  is  more  unbiassed, 
outer  layer  of  the  Graafian  vesicle.  Prof,  is  more  favourable  to  truth. 
Owen  also  thinks  that  the  yellow  substance  The  principles  of  inquiry  then  adopted  I 
is  formed  in  this  way,  and  that  the  inner  layer  shall  again  endeavour  to  carry  into  effect, 
is  compressed  by  the  outer,  and  that  the  cavity  and  I  shall  again  seek  materials  in  the  works 
in  the  centre  of  the  corpus  luteum  is  anormal.  of  John  Baptist  M orgagni. 

As  in  my  former  lectures  I  have  considered 

on  this  principle  some  important  diseases  of 

LUMLEIAN  LECTURES,  the  thorax  snd  abdomen,  I  shaU  on  the  pre- 

Delivered  at  theRoyal  College  ofPhyneiant  «?*  occasion  furnish  mysdf  out  of  his  stores 

m  London,  1842,  "^"^^  »  topic  among  cerebral  diseases.      I 

Bv  TwnMAR  Mato  M  n  F  B.  S  "**^  *P®*^  °'  apoplexy,  holding  myself  re- 

By  IHOMAS  MATO,  M.U.  lf.K,&.  gpongible  not  for  an  exhaustive  inquiry  into 

Physician  to  the  Marylebone  Infirmary.  this  subject,  but  for  keeping  within  its  ad- 

'"—^  mitted  limits,  though  I  may  not  attempt  to 

LccTURE  I.  define  them,  and  using  distinctions,  not  as 

On  Ifervoue  Apoplexy  and  Pahy,  ^^^^"^"^^  *""*  "  *^^^  **'''"^* 

CoMefrom  Morgagm,  requiring  foriti  Mr-  ,\  certain*  dtixen.  of  Bologna,"  (tiie  case 

planatumun  hypotheets  duUnct from  that  ^^^^^^^  j^  ^  ^^^  letter  of  tibe  1st  book  on 

t  w»5Pr«««2*  \,  ?*»*  ^V^^^^J'"'']  diseases  of  tiie  head),  "  who  was  about  70 

dtettnctly    afforded  hy    Dr.    Ktrkland.  ^j^,  of  a  pallid  countenance,  had  a 

Apoplextagraoior  viewed  by  Aim  <»  a  difficulty  of  hearing,  and  was  sometimes  liable 

nerv(^  affection,  btU  incurable  shte  hy-.  ^  vertigo  and  faintness.     He  had  ah»  a 

potheeuusrful  in  milder  forme  qfnervoue  ^^mor,  which  was  attributed  to  his  having 

apoplexy:    tlluMtrattve  casee.     Nervous  handled  quicksilver  for  many  years  past.  In 

paley,  compared  with  that  from    com-  otiier  respects  he  was  healthy  and  robust ;  so 

preaion:  Illustrative  casee.  Grounds  for  that  he  frequcntiy  indulged  himself  in  sensual 

eofuidermg  this  subject ;  its  importance,  pleasures.     Having  the  day  before  indulged 

and  the  prtof  neglect  qf  It.  j^    this  kind  of   excitement,    being    very 

In  a  funner  course  of  Lumleian  lecthres,  I  sprlghtiy  both  in  body  and  mind,  he  walked 
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abroad    with  a  frieod ;   but  tcaroe  had  he  gagnif   and  whai>  under  dreamfituioei  in 
)>arted  from  his  friend  one  hour  and  a  half,  which  the  bram  haa  dnriog  life  undergone  no 
when  he  was  found  dead  in  the  road.    We  such  diaturbaaoe,  a  laxge  quantity  of  fluid  i» 
observed,  that  the  upper  Ihnbs  were  very  found,  the  causation  of  apoplexy  by  effusioift 
rigid  and  contracted,  and  that  even  then  becomes  surely  very  probiematiiBal. 
there  was  a  little  heat  about  the  right  side,        The  case  quoted  from  Morgagni  ezpresaes 
though  24  hours  had  elapsed  since  Ins  death,  that  the  subject  of  it  was  affected  by  a  tre- 
The  abdomen  we  did  not  open,  but  diligently  mor,  attributed  to  his  having  handkd  mer- 
inspected  all  the  viscera  and  vessels  of  the  cury.  He  was  subject  to  occasional  fiaintingSr 
thorax,  and  found  them  all  sound.     In  the  and  had  in  other  ways  subjected  himaelf, 
bead  we  observed  the  mouth  to  be  drawn  to  being  advanced  in  years^  to  nervous  irrita^ 
the  right  side,  and  on  the  same  side  we  ob-  tion.    This  suggests  a  view  of  the  subject  on 
served  also  a  large  blackness ;  but  whether  which  it  may  be  profitable  to  dwelL 
from  the  blow  in  tailing  we  could  not  dis-        The  view  to  which  I  advert  is  indirectly 
cover.    The  blood  in  general  was  found  very  sanctioned  by  all  those  writera  who  rq>re- 
fluid,  but  there  was  no  appearance  in  the  sent  nervous  affection  as  a  cause,  and  not 
scull  or  about  it  which  corresponded   with  merely  and  always  an  effisct,   of  diseased 
this  external  blackness.      The  brain   was  actions ;  but  the  first  person  who  gave  it  a 
rather  soft,  flaccid,  and  discoloured,  and  in  shew  of  practical  effdenqF  in  cerebral  disease 
it  some  serum  was  found,  but  more  on  re-  was  Dr.  Kirkland,  of  Aiiiby. 
moving  the  dura  mater  than  in  the  ventri-        In  his  pamphlet  on  "  Apoplectic  Aflbetions 
cks.    The  plexus  choroides  was  beset  with  and  diseases  connected  widi  the  subject," 
turgid  vesicles,  as  it  often  is ;  and  in  the  left  there  is  a  two-fold  division  of  apoplexy.  The 
vertebral  artery,  very  near  its  anastomosis  apoplexy  of  former  writers — ^a  disease  pre- 
with  the  other  artery,  were  thin  small  plates,  sumed  to  ensue  upon  vascular  action  pro- 
some  resembling  a  tendinous,  some  a  carti-  ducing  sanugineous  or  serous  effusion — con- 
laginous,  and  some  a  bony  consistence.*'  stitutes  the  second  head  of  the  disease,  to 

The  case  here  given  is  one  of  those  by  which  Dr.  Kirkland  givea  the  generic  title 

which  Morgagni  Ulustrates  his  serous  form  apoplexy. 

of  apoplexy.     He  deals  cautiously  enough        Out  of  the  cases  to  which  other  writers  had 

with  this  distinction,  but  leans  to  the  hypo-  given  the  name  apoplexy  in  the  generic  sense, 

thesis  that  the  serous  effusion  is  in  some  he  detaches  those  in  which  vascular  plethora, 

cases  the  essential  symptom.    '*  If,''  says  he,  congestion,  or  extravasation,  had  not  occa- 

"  you  set  aside  the  last  circumstance  mention-  sioned  the  attack.    These  constitute  his  Jlrsi 

ed,  and  some  other  things,  which,  though  they  head  of  apoplexy,  as  he  considers  them  the 

may  be  in  some  messure  accessory  to  the  more  violent.  They  are  all  marked  by  sudden- 

cause  of  an  apoplexy,  are  nevertheless  found  ness  of  invasion,  but  have  also  shades  of  dif- 

in  many  who  are  not  apoplectic,  then  that  ference,  some  being  more  vehement,  others 

little  quantity  of  serum  will  remain,  to  the  milder.    The  entire  head  or  spedes  he  deno- 

acrimony  of  which  you  may  refer  the  cause  minates  nervous.      The  more  violent  form 

of  the  convulsion  of  the  brain.''  he  describes  in  the  following  terms : — "  We 

This  case,  however,  and  many  others,  wish  to  be  understood  to  speak  of  a  die- 

which  Morgagni  adduces  to  the  same  effect,  order     in  which    the  patient  falls    down 

will  easily  b^  another  mterpretetion,  and  suddenly  as  if  he  were  thunderstruck,  into 

even  illustrate  another  very  important  head  a  profound  sleep,  with  snoring  and  sonorous 

of  cerebral  disease ;  which,  particularly  since  respiration  :  he  is  destitute  of  motion,  ex- 

the  publication  of  Dr.  Kirkland's  commen  cept  In  the  thorax  and  heart ;  insensible ;  and 

tary  on  apoplectic  and  paralytic  affections  in  has  a  hard,  full,  disordered  pulse,  accompanied 

1 792,  has  obtained  the  name  of  nervous  apo-  with  a  relaxed  or  dilated  countenance,  and  a 

plexy.  flushing  of  the  face." 

In  the  Infirmary  of  St.  Marybbone,  I  wit-         Suddenness  of  invasion,  and  the  absence 

nessed  the  examination  of  a  patient  who  had  of  evidence  of  prior  arterial  excitement  or 

died  under  cancer  of  the  womb.     She  sunk,  effusion,  are  the  diagnostics  on  which  Dr. 

apparently,   from  pam  and   imitation  oc-  Kirkland    principally    relies    as    identify- 

casioned  by  the  load  complaint ;  and  it  was  ing  hb  nervous  apcmlexy.     It  may  co-exist 

observed  that  not  the  smallest  appearance  with,  or  be  promptly  followed  by,  sanguineous 

of  cerebral  disturbance  had  presented  itself  or  serous  effusion ;    but  these  are  not  its 

in  her  symptoms.  lu  the  ventricles  of  this  fe-  causes;  and  he  supports  his  opinion,  as  to 

male  four  ounces  of  fluid  were  collected;  much  the  independent  nature  of  this  apoplexy  in 

more  had  escaped.     It  was  noticed,  indeed,  relation  to  co-existing  effusi<ms,  by  argumente 

that  the  ventricles  were  in  a  remarkable  de-  drawn  from  the  phenomena  of  concussion, 

gree  patent,  and,  as  it  were,  dilated.    Now,  appealing  to  a  case  in  which  the  blow  and 

when  in  the  very  highest  degree  of  cerebral  some  of  ite  most  apoplectic  consequences 

disturbance  a  very  small  quantity  of  fluid  must  probably  have  preceded  by  some  time 

is  found,  as  in  the  case  extracted  from  Mor-  the  effuiion  of  blood.     But,  finally,  he  ex- 
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pfe8fle§  atl  opinion  tliat  tliis  form  of  apo-  in  which  I  miut  be  understood  to  repeat  the 

plexy  (that  b,  the  grarer  tariety  of  it)  ia  term. 

from  the  flrat  a  mortal  aifoction.     I  shall        Pnerperal  apoplexy  has  often  ocenrred  with 

presentlT  point  out  how  lar  the  principles  ^ery  little  antecedent  vascnlar  excitement* 

by  wliich  Dr.  Kirkland  limits  onr  practice  in  Hie  following^  cases,  drawn  principally  from 

this  attaelc  are  Uliely  to  glte  it  that  very  ter-  this  head,  may  illustrate  the  practical  bear- 

mination  which  he  thus  predicts.  ings  of  the  above  hypothesis.    Fonr  of  tliem 

For  the  immediate  practical  Taloe,  then,  of  are  cases  of  puerperal  apoplexy ;  and  of  these 
Dr.  Kirkland's  views,  as  contemplated  by  the  four,  two  ftJl  under  the  head  of  nenrous  apo- 
author,  we  must  look  to  the  milder  modifi-  plexy  :  no  vascular  action  or  congestion  ap- 
cation  of  this  disease,  which  is  termed  by  him  pears  to  have  preceded  them.  In  the  4th 
still,  in  contradbtinction  to  the  apoplexy  of  and  5th  case  much  vascular  action  or  con* 
pressure,  the  second  species  of  nervous  apo-  gestion  must  have  preceded  the  attack ;  and 
plexy.  His  description  is  defective.  The  in  one  of  them  the  dSect  of  treatment  adopted 
following  case  will  best  explain  his  meaning,  consists  with  the  view  taken  of  this  dis- 
ss well  as  suggest  practical  inferences.  tinction.     One  of  the  cases  here  given,  the 

''  A  gentleman,  st.  40,  was  seised,  soon  second  in  order,  is  one  of  nervous  apoplexy 

after  dimier,  with  sickness  and  giddiness.  He  occasioned  by  fear. 

foil  down,  and  a  hard  sleep  followed ;  but        A  healthy  woman,  aged  about  SO  years, 

when  stirred  in  order  to  awaken  him,  he  near  the  foil  period  of  gestation,  fell  down 

muttered,  and  sometimes  moved  his  limbs  a  suddenly :  she  instantly  became  insensible, 

little.     It  was  evident  that  he  was  delirious,  and  a  stertor  ensued,  accompanied  by  a  hard 

but  his  fooe  was  neither  dilated  nor  relaxed,  vibrating  pulse,   and  violent   convulaons ; 

as  is  usual  with  those  seised  with  the  violent  these  returned  periodically.  A  natural  presen- 

nervous  apoplexy.     An  emetic  was  given  tation  of  the  diild  being  ascertained,  it  was 

him    by  his    apothecary,    which    operated  presumed  that  delivery  would  soon    take 

well,  but  without  mitigating  the  symptoms;  place,  and  this  event,  as  was  hoped,  would 

for  I  found  him,  some  haun  afterwards,  bring  with  it  a  mitigation  of  the  above  symp- 

nearly  as  described :   his  pulse  about  90,  toms.     It  did  occur  in  a  fow  hours ;  yet  die 

and  foD,  but  without  the  irregulsrity  so  ma-  symptoms  of  apoplexy  remained  unabated* 

nifest  in  a  vehement  apoplexy.    Ten  ounces  Dr.  Kirkland  therefore  gave  the  patient  30 

of  blood  were  removed  and  five  grains  of  drops  of  laudanum.    Next  morning,  the  in - 

James's  powder  directed  every  five  hours,  till  sensibility,  stertor,  and  convulsions,  remain- 

his  bowels  should  have  acted.    By  the  time  ing,  after  a  clyster,  which  had  a  proper 

thatthreedoses  had  been  given,  tins  occurred  effect,  20  drops  of  laudanum  were  ordered 

fireely,  and  he  was  apparently  better.     A  every  10  hours  till  the  symptoms  should 

similar  procedure  being  continued,  on  the  abate.     At  the  end  of  the  third  day  advan- 

third  day  he  was  able  to  walk  down  stairs,  tage  had  manifestly  been  gained  over  the 

and  read  the  papers,  his  pulse  being  reduced  disiease.  In  four  days  recovery  appeared  cer* 

to  70 :  still  a  sleepiness  remained.    For  the  tain :  it  happened  accordingly, 
removal  of  this,  '  cupping  and  blistering  was        In  this  case,  it  will  have  been  observed, 

recommended,'  Dr.  Kirland  observes,  '  in  the  pulse  is  described  as  bard  and  vibrating, 
consultation  by  another  practitioner. ' '    The       ^  Mrs.  B.  about 40  years  old,  had  an  apoplw- 

rest  I  give  in  Dr.  Kiridand's  exact  words : —  tic  seixure  after  a  great  exertion  from  fear. 

'  *  When  the  surgeon  came  in  the  afternoon,  She  had  lain  about  24  hours,  without  speech 

the  patient  desired  him  to  go  up  stairs  with  or  having  swallowed  any  liquid.  She  was  then 

him  to  get  the  cupping  business  over ;  but  forcibly  raised  in  bed,  and  a  spoonfol  of  a  so* 

it  fatigued  him  ;  and  when  the  blister  began  lution  of  aloes  in  wine  put  into  her  mouth, 

to  operate,  he  becameconvulsed  and  delirious.  This  was  done  every  hour  with  broth,  and 

A  second  blister  was  appUed  to  the  head  wine  and  water  intervening,  till  evacuations 

during  my  absence;  and  when  I  saw  him  were  procured;  which,  with  other  means,  had 

soon  after,  his  countenance  was  relaxed  and  good  effect,  and  she  recovered,  except  that 

dilated,  and  death  took  possession  in  a  few  aconsiderablehemiplegiaremained,  and  some 

hours."    "Hoffman,"  he  observes,   '*  has  affection  of  speech.    This  case  is  given  by 

informed    us  of   instances  in  which   irri-  Dr.  Darwyn. 
tating  purges  had  a  similar  result."  About  14  years  ago,  at  Tnnbridge  Wells, 

This  case  fairly  exhibits  our  author's  bias  I  was  sent  for  to  a  case  nearly  the  counter- 
in  his  practice  in  apoplectic  cases: — the  read!-  part  of  the  one  first  narrated.  The  lady, 
ness  to  admit  other  causes  than  vascular  aged  26  years,  had  suddenly  fallen  into  a 
fulness  or  action,  and  to  recognise  the  expe-  state  of  complete  insensibilitf ,  on  which 
diency  of  a  soothing  rather  than  irritating  pro-  stertorous  breathing  rapidly  supervened.  In 
oedure  in  their  treatment,  as  being  disorders  this  state  she  was  first  seen  by  me,  about  two 
primarily  ofthe  nervous  tissue-—^in  this  sense,  hours  from  its  commencement.  She  was 
that  compression  has  not  obviously  preceded  delicate  in  figure  and  appearance ;  of  a  bilious 
them ;  and  this,  I  may  observe,  b  tiie  sense  temperament  with  no  sanguine  intermixture ; 
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fiff  adfiaeed  in  pngOKOBj :  heroonfineme&t,  pl^gia,  had  oocuned ;  and  the  latter  ajmp* 

indeed,  daily  ezped»d.    I  thonght  it  ezpe*  toms  continned  nnrdieTed  by  deliYery.    Her 

dieat  to  have  this  lady  capped ;  and  I  gacve  pnlae,  when  thia  ocxnirred,  wan  130,  foH,  and 

her  some  aperients  and  some  calomel,  modi-  vibrating.    Now  the  causea  whidi  led  to  thia 

fying  the  vigoar  of  this  treatment  in  relatioD  apoplectic  attaclc  were  snch  as  implied  tss- 

to  her  present  state  and  general  constitation.  cular  action,  and  the  practice  adopted  cor- 

Not  the  slightest  benfit,  nor  indeed  any  yery  responded  with  this  view.    Twenty  onnoes 

obTious  change,  resnlted  from  these  measvrea.  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  and,  soon 

In  abont  30  hoars  she  was  deitrered,  easily,  after,  fifteen  from  the  temporal   arteries, 

of  a  living  child,  with  no  relief  to  her  symp-  The  first  abstraction    diminished  the  fre- 

toms ;  in  abont  24  hoars  from  that  ercntshe  qnency  of  the  poise,  the  second  abated  the 

died.  convulsions.    In  two  hours  more,  the  pnpila 

Janet  AUen,  «t.  32,  of  a  alender  form  and  continuing  dilated,  other  ten  ounces  of  blood 

spare  habit  of  body,  being  in  good  health  were  taken :  and  this  sufficed,  asnsted,  as  it 

at  the  time,  was  suddenly  seized  with  unosu-  was,  by  the  action  of  aperients.    By  the 

ally  acute  pain  darting  through  the  head  eighth  day,  the  patient  waa  oonvaleaeenty 

wldle  at  the  wash-tub.      The    pain   waa,  being    entirely  free  from    cerebral   syrap- 

however,  momentary,  but  she  complained  of  toms. 

shiyering  and  cfaiUiness  on  going  to  bed.        Now  if  we  contemplate  the  five  cases  here 

Her  husband,  next  morning,  found  her  in  a  given,  in  no  one  of  the  first  three  have  we 

profound  sleep,  breathing  high.     He  sue-  any  evidence  of  antecedent  vascular  folneaa 

oeeded  in  waking  her,  but  she  was  unable  to  or  effusion.    In  each  of  them,  these  vascular 

speak.     Her  head  being  raised  from  the  states,  if  they  existed  at  any  time,  were 

pillow,  she  became  sick,  and  vomited.     Mr.  probably  consecutive  to  the  nervous  shock. 


KelUe,  who  rqsorts  this  case  to  Dr.  Cheyne,  And  if  we  attempt  to  elicit  from  these 

finds  her  pulse  110,  frill,  and  rather  hard;  principles  of  practice,  with  a  view  to  pre- 

the  right  side  completely  paralytic  ;  a  strong  Tenting  such  consecutive  congestion,  and  its 

tendency  to  sleep,  bat  a  capability  of  being  effects,  we  are  compelled  to  admit,  that  those 

waked  up.     Attempting  to  speak,  she  was  two  cases  terminated  the  most  favourably 

inarticulate.    Twenty  ounces  of  blood  were  in  which  the  practice  had  been  most  sedative 

removed  in  the  morning,  and  sixteen  in  the  and  antispasmodic. 

afternoon,  withoat  any  other  change  than  The  two  last  reported  esses  commenee^ 

that  the  pulse  became  softer,  and  the  hce  not  in  an  oyerwhelming  shock  of  the  nervous 

less  flushed.     Calomel,  vrith  cathartica  and  system,  but  in  pain  of  the  head,  and  gradu- 

a  layement,  were  given,  from  which  f^  ally  proceed  into  oonyulsions  and  the  apo- 

evacnations  and  nrine  resulted.    The  sequel  plectic  stupor ;  tiie  first  of  them  with  sick- 

of  this  case  was  similar  to  the  last.    The  ness.     This  sequence  of  symptoms  places 

next  day  she  waa  delivered  of  a  child  without  them  in  the  clsias  of  apoplexy  from  com- 

any  change  of  symptoms.    As  day  advanced,  presaion,  according  to  the  experience  of  Dr. 

she  became  more  soporose,  and  the  motion  Abercromby*,  whkh  I  am  happy  to  accept, 

of  the  left  arm  ceased.    The  next  morning,  as  giving  yalue  to  my  own ;  sanguineous 

early,  she  died.    She  waa  examined.    The  effusion  being  presumed  to  have  occurred  at 

contents  of  thorax  and  abdomen  were  natural';  the  moment  of  ''  acute  pain,"  and  to  haye 

the  ainoses  and  external  surface  of  the  brain  gradually  increased.     In  the  first  of  these 

showed  nothing  abnormal ;  but  a  ooagulum  two  cases,  that  of  Janet  Allen,  the  symptoms 

of  blood,  weighing  11  drachms,  was  found  were  not  observed  early  enough  after  their 

in  the  left  latrnd  yentriele.  commencement  to  give  depletory  treatment 

The  next  case  which  I  lay  before  you  is  its  due  efficacy.    In  the  second  case,  these 

famished  by  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Bath.     Its  symptoms  commenced  while  Mr.  Edwards 

prominent  features  are  as  follows: — A  young  was  in  attendance  on  the  labour.     They 

married  woman  is  token  in  labour  with  her  appear  to  have  been  adequately  appreciated, 

first  child.    After  the  pains  have  continued  and  to  have  been  controlled  by  well-managed 

some  hours,  the  membranea  are  ruptured ;  depletion. 

bat,  through  the  ignorance  of  a  fiemale  atten-  Leaving  for  my  next  lecture  some  impor- 

dant,^  the  pains  are  allowed   to   continue  tant  mo&cations  of  the  above  doctrines 

unassisted  from    Monday  to   the  ensuing  relative  to  apoplexy,  I  proceed  to  consider 

Friday  morning  :    Mr.   Edwards    is    then  that  form  of  palsy  which  may  be  deemed 

called  In.     He  finds  the  os  uteri  nearly  analogous  to  the  nervous  apoplexy. 

dilated,  and  one  of  the  superior  extremities 

presenting.    With  difficulty  and  much  loss  ^  „  .^ 

rf  Wood  fe>m  the  pUoeoU,  he  delivers  thi.  i^^^S^SS^^^i^^iSS^^S^S;;:^!^ 

patient  of  a  Imng  child.  thia  clasa  of  cases,  which  begin  with  a  violimt 

Meanwhile,  namely,   on    the   Thursday,  attack  of  headache,  and  pass  into  apoplexy 

first,  violent  pain  of  the  head,  next,  dimness  P?<*»»"y;  T^f  "JP^J?"  ^  ■««»•  ^  consider 

«*  Ji-u* :  1                ««^»  "«*»-»  uiuiucM  coinadent  with  the  lint  denneements  of  the 

of  sight,  apoplexy,  convulaionB,  and  hemi-  functions  of  the  brain.            «H5«»e»«  «» 
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(^ih€  spamitauaM  or  itm^  pakyjrom  «      ncnneDce  of  mvolmitary  erMoatioiif  on  & 

sudden  iom  qfnenom  power^  blister  h&ng  api^ied  to  tke  Mcnim. 

This  18  the  eipression  by  which  Dr.  Kirk-  But  on  the  8th  of  October,  a  change  waa 
hufid  deBcribea  ''a  paralytic  affection  not  made  in  the  treatment,  in  this  respect,  timt  all 
brought  on  by  compression,  snppnration,  or  stimulants  were  laid  aside,  and  the  opiates, 
any  mechanical  cause."  My  ooneem  with  ^^^  oertsin  antispasmodics,  exdosiTriy 
his  views  is  entirely  practical ;  and  therefore  nlied  on ;  namely,  snlphoiic  tether,  and 
I  do  not  stay  to  ask  the  question  why  this  sagapemnm.  Under  this  dass  of  remedies, 
is  more  a  true  palsy  than  that  with  which  ^^  h^  told  that  '*  the  stools  end  urine  be- 
he  thus  contrasts  it.  It  is  the  form  of  palsy  came  regular  and  voluntary,  the  pulse  became 
to  which  he  applies  his  therapeutical  solid-  stronger,  end  the  sensation  of  the  lower 
ism,  his  treatment  based  on  the  hypotheris  extremities  increased.  The  patient  peraeived 
that  the  brain  may  be  dealt  with  in  rehition  ^^  other  sensible  effect  from  the  medicine 
to  its  nervous,  and  not  its  vascular  con-  tium  a  degree  of  drowsiness,  and  having  con- 
stituents, tinned  it  to  the  subsequent  Jannary,  he  had 

Now  in  illustrating  these  views,  I  shall    no  complaint  left." 
take  a  case  from  a  class  of  affoctions  justiy        ^'bis  case  recommends  to  your  considera- 
oonsidered  by  Dr.  Kirkland  as  snalogous  to    tion  a  principle  which  may  be  atated  thus : — 
the  nervous  palsy  which  forms  our  present    ^l^t  in  the  forms  of  palsy  which  have  the 
subject ;  because  I  can  find  no  other  case    Mnie  relation  to  those  ensuing  on  vascular 
which  so  well  illustrates  the  therapeutics    fiilness  or  rupture,  ^riuch  loss  of   power 
applicable  to  this  affection  according  to  those    ffo^  concussion  bean  to  that  arising  from 
views.     It  embodies  a  prindple.    This  case    compression,  medicines  presumed    to    in- 
is  a  paralytic  affection  from  a  concussion  of    flvenoe  primarily  the  solids  of  the  system 
the  spine.    The  patient,  a  strong  healthy    ^'^  probably  have  a  more  remedial  agency 
man  of  forty,  was  thrown  from  his  horse,    tiian  those  which  operate  immediately  on 
and  fell  with  much  force  on  his  posteriors,    tiie  blood-vessels ;  or,  to  state  this  principle 
He  soon  complained  of  violent  pain  in  the    ^^  more  practical  form,  sedatives  and  anti- 
lumbar   region,   darting   pains    down    the    "posmodics  will  be  more  eifoctive  than  stimn- 
thighs,  and  want  of  sensation  and  numbness    ^ts  or  depletory  measures, 
in  the  lower  extremities,  with  coldness ;  the        ^^to  following  case  will  Airther  illustrate 
right  leg  least  affected.      Tlie   pulse  was    tills  principle :— Elizabeth  Smith,  set.  68, 
small  and  slow.    Ten  ounces  of  blood  were    of  a  muscular  form  and  apparentiy  a  strong 
taken  away,  and  on  embrocation  applied  to    constitution,' having  for    several   previous 
the  loins.  months  been  inadequately  nourished,  and 

On  the  23d  of  September,  1 786,  the  day  having  felt  a  dimimition  of  power  in  tiie  right 
after  the  accident,  he  was  found  to  have  no  t^^t  ^U  down  in  the  street,  and  about  a 
inclination  to  pass  water,  and  the  bladder  was  ^nf^  afterwards  was  bronght  into  the  St. 
found  in  a  flaccid  state  extending  to  the  navel.  Marylebone  Infirmary.  F?om  the  time  of 
lliree  pints  of  dark  urine  were  drawn  off  by  this  fell,  which  seemed  not  the  result  of  any 
the  catheter,  assisted  by  pressure  on  the  tocident,  she  has  been  totally  unable  to 
abdomen ;  18  grains  of  calomel  were  given  stand  unsupported,  and  had  in  a  great 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  two  doses,  with  a  degree  lost  the  use  of  the  right  arm.  Her 
strong  purgative  mixture.  bowels,  she  said,  were  generally  eithercoofined 

On  the  25th,  20  drops  of  laudanum  hav-  or  irritable ;  the  pulse  not  remarkable  in  cha- 
ing  been  given  the  evening  before,  a  greater  raeter;  her  head  entirely  free  fttmi  uneasiness, 
d^ree  of  sensation  was  observed  in  the  From  the  5th  of  November  to  the  3d  of 
limbs.  Tlie  water  was  still  removed  by  the  December,  1841,  she  was  treated  with  ape- 
catheter  and  pressure ;  the  motions  were  in-  rients  and  the  compound  nther  mixture  of 
voluntary.  the  Infirmary,  and  with  one  application  of  a 

From  the  26th  to  the  SOtfa,  the  same  blister,  but  to  no  advantageous  result ;  oeca- 
treatment  being  applied,  with  20  or  30  drops  sionslly  some  paralysis  of  the  bladder  mani- 
of  tinctura  lyttie  every  eighth  hour,  the  ,  fested  itself.  She  was  then  subjected  to  an 
symptoms  continued  the  same.  This  state,  opiate  treatment.  First,  a  scruple  of 
indeed,  was  unaltered,  except  in  regard  to  Dover's  powder  nightiy,  then  two  grains  of 
occasional  difficulty  from  indurated  fteces,  opium ;  the  bowels  being  regulated  by 
requiring  to  be  scooped  out,  to  the  8th  of  mild  aperients,  and  having  a  disposition  to 
October.  The  tinctura  lyttn  bemg  then  diarriioea,  even  under  this  practice.  Mean- 
given  in  drachm  doses,  the  pulse  became  while,  her  tongue  became  cleaner,  and  she 
more  frequent,-  and  the  sphincter  ani  con*  obtained,  first,  comfort,  then  material  im- 
tracted.  provement  in  the  paralytic  symptoms,  the 

Urine,    during    this    time,    occasionally    1^  improving  more  slowly  than  the  arm. 
flowed  involuntarily ;  but  the  case  continued        Much  disposition  to  diarrhoea  continued, 
in  a  state  of  very  slowly  progressive  im-     and  whenever  this  took  place,  the  paralytic 
provement,  with  one  drawback,  namely,  the    feebleness  reincreased.     Fermented  stimuli 
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did  not  suit  her ;  iadeed  her  Bymptomi  were  perament  and  sinewy  frame,  was  brought 

ameliorated  just  in  proportion  to  her  freedom  into  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  having 

from  diarrhoea,  and  her  steadiness  in  the  nse  had,  the  day  before,  an  attack  of  hemiplegia 

of  the  sedatives.  of  the  left  side,  with  loss  of  voioe  and  dia- 

To  this  effect  of  opium  a  contrast  may  be  tortion  ci  mouth,  which  had  snbsided  in 

obsenred  in  a  case,  the  symptoms  of  which  about  two  hoars.    His  voice  was  i^till,  how- 

strongly  suggested  to  my  mind  an  hypothesis  ever,  thick,  and  he  complained  of  vertigo, 

contrary  to  that  on  which  the  last  case  was  In  the  course  of  the  day  of  his  admission 

conducted,  namely,  an  hypothesis  of  com-  he  had  two  similar  attacks;  and  it  was  found 

pression  from  effusion.  that  these   attacks  were  repeated  daily  at 

A  tall  and  moderately  stout  gentleman,  about  the  same  hour.  The  pulse,  daring  these 

set.  64,  of  the  nervons  sanguine  tempera-  attacks,  was  sluggish  and  incompressible, 

ment,  who,  with  much  mental  exertion,  had  Eight  ounces  of  blood  had  been  taken  from 

indulged  through  life  in  very  full  living,  had  his  arm  before  I  saw  him ;   and  two  days 

been  visited  from  the  spring  of  1840  to  the  afterwards,  I  directed  cupping  to  the  extent 

present  time,  Decemb^  1841,  by  a  series  of  of  six  hours,  with  some  doses  of  calomel 

paralytic  phenomena,  preceded  by  a  sense  of  and  jalap.     Having  thus  relieved  his  system, 

fulness,  vertigo,  and  oppression.     He  can  with,  as  he  said,  improvement  of  his  general 

walk  for  a  very  few  yards,  finds  difficulty  in  feeliugs,  I  was  induced,  by  the  intermittent 

pointing  his  feet,  and  stumbles  over  the  character  of  the  daily  attacks,  to  prescribe 

smallest    impediment.      He    complains   of  five  minims  of  Liquor  Arsenicalis  in  camphor 

weakness  in  the  lower  extremities,  and  of  mixture,  three  times  daily :  three  gr^ns  of 

general  difficulty  in  changing  their  attitude;  calomel  were  given  every  night.    This  plan 

and  is  often  visited  by  spasmodic  twitches ;  having  been  continued  three  days  with  no 

his  arms  are  merely  weak.    I  saw  this  gen-  effect  on  the  paroxysms,  I  was  next  led 

tlamen  first  in  July  1841,  and  have  since,  by  my  observation  of  the  effect  of  sedatives 

with  temporary  good  effect,  and  never  with  on  the  nervous  forms  of  palsy,  to  give  him, 

apparent  ill  effect,  pursued  a  course  of  mild  one  night,  ten  grains  of  Dover's  powder, 

mercurial  aperients,  and  small  blisters  to  the  The  paroxysm  came  on  the  next  morning, 

nape  of  the  neck.    The  general  health  of  the  with  unusual  heat  of  head,  but  it  did  not 

patient,  the  appearance  of  his  tongue,  his  subside ;  it  continued,  indeed,  for  four  days, 

countenance,  and  excretions,  have  been  im-  and  did  not  begin  to  subside  until  his  gums 

proving,  with  occasional  fluctuations,  up  to  were  affected  by  repeated  doses  of  calomel, 

this  time,  December  29,  1841;    and  the  which  I  gave,  having  first  applied  some 

paralytic    symptoms    have    been    at    least  leeches  to  the  temples.   His  articulation  then 

arrested  in  their  progressive  incresse.     It  returned  completely,  but  not  so  the  use  of  his 

lately  appeared  to  me  expedient,  as  he  was  limbs.   From  this  time,  indeed,  to  the  present 

complaining  of  spasm  and  restlessness  at  moment,  Oct.  24,  1842,  a  period  of  four 

night,  to  suggest  to  his  medical  attendant  in  months,  the  disorder  has  not  resumed  its 

the  country  that  some  form  of  morphine  intermittent  character.    During  that  time, 

might  be  tried.    To  a  letter  recommending  the  power  of  articulation  has  never  left  him ; 

this  I  shortly  received  the  following  answer :  but  the  paralysis  of  the  extremities  is  con- 

-— "  On  the  morning  after  the  firat  dose  of  tinuous,  though   now   gradually  obtaining 

one-third  of  a  grain  of  muriate  of  morphia,  some  diminution  under  the  use  of  strychnine, 

with  half  a  grain  of  calomel,  the  patient  The  leg  acquires  power  more  rapidly  than 

reported  an  improved  night ;   but  on  my  the  arm. 

next  visit,  I  learnt  that  in  the  course  of  that  The  continuous  duration  and  increased 

morning  the  lower  extremities  had  become  severity  of  the  attack,  which  followed,  in  thia 

perfectly  useless,  continued  so  for  48  hours,  case,  the  dose  of  Dover's  powder,  must,  I 

and  were  only  recovering  their  accustomed  imagine,  be  considered  as  probably  referrible 

state  when  he  was  next  seen."  at  the  time  to  that  measure. 

The  different  results  of  the  use  of  opium  I  have  thus  sketched,  and  endeavoured  to 

will  be  remarked  in  these  two  cases :  on  the  illustrate,  what  appear    to  me   important 

high-fed  valetudinarian,  on  whom  palsy  had  views  relative  to  apoplexy  and  palsy,  leaving 

been  advancing  gradually,  with  the  evidence  to  another  lecture  certain  modifications  to 

of  antecedent  cerebral  congestion,  and  in  which,  I  apprehend,  these  views  are  liable, 

the  very  different  case  previously  described.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  asked,  what  addition  is 

The  following  case  will  present  a  difficulty  made  by  th^  views  of   that  subject  to 

certainly  not  appreciated  by  the  author  whose  previous  science  ?     How  far  the  assumption 

views  I  am  illustrating,  in  the  application  of  that  a  form  of  apoplexy  and  palsy  exists  set 

a  sedative  treatment  to  the  nervous  pheno-  up  by  other  causes  than  vascular  fulness,  or 

mena  of  paUy :  it  arises  probably  from  the  effused  blood,  or  serum,  is  either  new  or 

complication,  in  the  same  person,  of  such  practically  valuable?   and  whether,  in  the 

pathological  states  with  those  of  compression,  period  so  rich  in  medical  inquiry  which  has 

The  patient,  set.  60,  of  a  bilious  tern-  elapsed  since  1792,  the  deficiency,  if  it  ever 
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eiiited,  or  if  any  was  left  bj  Dr,  Kirkland»  the  remark  of  Dr.  Whytt,  that  no  part  is 

has  been  obviated  ?    Certainly  many  anthors  irritable,  that  is,  withoat  nerres. 

have  protested  largely  against  excessive  de-  With  these  viewsi  it  is  somewhat  singular 

pletion  in  apoplexy,  and    have    advanced  that  in  the  class  of  paralytic  and  apoplectic 

instances  in  which  the  brain  has,  on  exami-  affections   Hoffman  should  contemplate  no 

nation,  afforded  no  evidence  of  congestion  on  other  as  affecting  the  snbtle  element,  to 

either  serous  or  sangnineons  effuaon.    But  which  he  assigns  the  brain  as  its  material 

neither  before  that  time  had  this  subject  organ,  than  the  affections  of  the  vascular 

been  as  clearly  brought  out  as  by  Dr.  Kirk-  system. 

land,  nor  since    that  time,  though  often  Tlius,  in  the  11th  section  of  his  7th  chap- 

adverted  to,  has  it  received  adequate  inves*  ter  **I>e  Hemorriiagiis,"  he  will  be  found 

tigation.  estimating  the  passions  of  the  mind  in  their 

The  Greek    physicians,  generally,  were  reference  to  the  causation  of  apoplexy,  as 

humoralists  in  their  pathology  of  apoplexy,  producing  spasms,  which  disturb  the  general 

though  their  humoralism  took  generally  a  circulation  just  as  a  crumb  of  bread  dropped 

wider  range  than  that  of  the  modems.     It  is  into  the  trachea  is  seen  to  produce  them, 

not,    according    to    Hippocrates,    vascular  It  would  have  been  a  more  compendious  and 

fulness  or  effusion  alone  that  leads  to  apo-  simple  hypothesis  to  allow  the  mental  affec- 

plexy,  but  a  superabundant  or  vitiated  state  tion  to  iadftuenoe  immediately  the  cerebral 

of  any  one  of  his  four  humors — ^bile,  atrabile,  substance,  and  to  occasion  at  once  a  stasis 

pituita,  or  blood.  there.    This  assumption  would  better  explain 

The  pneumatic  school,  founding  its  views  the  causation  of  those  apoplexies  in  which 
partly  on  a  supposition  that  a  certain  subtle  the  stroke  apparently  occun  with  no  ante- 
aura  was  distributed  by  the  arterial  system,  cedency  of  vascular  derangement,  and  in 
was  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ma-  which,  I  may  add,  much  relief  ensues  from 
chinery  which  this  hjrpothesis  supplied  in  abstraction  of  blood  after  the  stroke,  though 
accounting  for  such  affections  of  the  cerebral  very  little  or  no  appearance  of  plethora  or 
oiigans.  This  aura,  indeed,  was  a  vitalising  congestion  have  preceded  it. 
principle,  whose  subtle  nature  would  render  Dr.  Cullen's  systematising  and  compre- 
it,  in  their  philosophy,  susceptible  of  affec-  hensive  mind  could  hardly  foil  to  suggest 
tions  from  moral  causes.  Accordingly,  the  another  class  of  antecedents  to  these  affec* 
antecedents  of  apoplexy  ennmeratod  by  tions,  than  vascular  compression  or  effusion. 
Arctsua,  the  most  eminent  luminary  of  that  He  thinks  it  probable,  to  use  his  own  words, 
school,  comprise  emotions  of  the  mind,  that  "apoplexy  does  not  always  depend 
terror,  despondency,  great  and  unexpected  upon  that  cause,  but  sometimes  upon  a  cer- 
pleasure,  y^Ktat  mafi^alos,  phenomena,  the  tainstateof  immobility  of  the  nervous  power, 
operation  of  whidi  must  be,  in  the  language  produced  by  certain  circumstances  in  the 
of  our  times,  primarily  on  the  nervous  nervous  system  itself,  which  seems  to  te 
system.  communicated  from  one  part  of  the  body  to 

In  nrodem  times,  vascular  ftdness  or  nip-  another."      But  in   regard  to  treatment, 

ture  has  been  the  great  antecedent  of  apo-  '*  many  of  these  causes,"  he  observes,  *'  are 

plezy,  modified,  indeed,  relatively  to  the  so  powerftd,  and  thereby  so  suddenly  fatal, 

extentofdepletionindicated,  by  atheory,  not  as  scarcely  to  allow  of  time  for  the  use  of 

of  possible  apoplexy  from  other  causes,  but  remedies ;  and  such  cases  have  been  so  sel- 

of  varying  extent  and  kind,  in  that  fulness  or  dom  the  subject  of  practice,  that  the  proper 

effusion  which  has  been  assumed  as  a  canse.  remedies  are  not  so  well  ascertained  as  to 

Such  were  mainly  the  views  of  Boerhoave  allow  him  to  say  more  of  them."     His 

and  Vansweeten ;  and  that  these  views  were  reference    to    the    more   gently   operating 

entertained  by  the  great  pathologist  with  causes  under  this  head  ia  brief  and  unsatis- 

whose  case  I  have  opened  this  discussion,  ia  factory. 

sufficiently  evident ;   and  such  were  also  the  Dr.  Darwyn  was  nearly  ootemporaneous 

views  of  Frederick  Hoffman.    This  eminent  with  Dr.  Kirkland.    His  psychological  views 

person,  in    dealing  with   physiological   or  disposed  him  to  apply  to  apoplexy  a  prin- 

pathological  causes,  certainly  improves  upon  ciple  of  distinction  analogous  to  that  of  Dr. 

the  theory  of  Stahl,  who  had  gone  no  further  Kirkland,  but  far  less  practically  developed : 

than  to  impute  the  phenomena  of  living  he  expressly  speaks,  indeed,  of  oppression 

matter  to  the  agency  of  a  mind,— a  propo-  from  congestion,  or  from  effused  blood,  as 

sition  which,  though  possessing  the  utmost  only  one  of  the  causes  of  apoplexy, 

abstract  truth,  does  not  advance  science.  It  is  interesting  next  to  observe  how  far 

Hoflfinan  felt  this,  and  took  a  further  step,  the  subject  of  apoplexy,  as  considered  ab- 

He  assigned  to  the  living  solids  an  active  stractedly  from   vascular    derangement,   is 

principle  as  inkereni  in  them,  implying  and  taken  up  by  that  eminent  investigator  of  the 

implied;  which  hypothesis,  no  doubt,  formed  present  day.  Dr.  Abercromby.     **Whena 

the  basis  of  that  theory  of  irritability  after*  person,"  he  observes,  '*  previously  in  perfect 

wards  conceived  by  Haller,  and  qualified  by  health,   falls  down  suddenly,  deprived    of 
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gense  and  motion,  and  dies,  after  lying  for  know  too  little  of  the  ftmdamie  of  the  ganglial 

a  certain  time  in  a  state  of  apoplexy,  and  nerves  supplied  to  the  brain,  to  aasert  or 

when,  on  inspection  of  the  case,  we  cannot  imagine  a  time  for  their  operations  in  sudi  a 

discover  in  the  brain  any  satisfiiotory  de-  presumed  sequence ;  though  we  might  oon- 

viation  from  healthy  structure,  this  is  the  sider  ourselves  authorised  to  imagine  that  in 

affection  which  I  propose  to  call  simple  apo<  many  eases  of  apoplexy,  those  peculiariy 

plexy.''    The  force  which  the  word  "  aim-  whidi  originate  in  moral  causes,  the  affection 

pie*'  seems  to  convey  with  it  in  this  instance  of  the  eocephalon  itself,  the  organ  of  mind,  - 

is,  that  the  apoplexy  so  described  is  viewed  is  primary,  and  the  afiection  of  the  vascular 

by  the  author  solely  in  relation  to  its  phe-  system  of  the  encephalon  secondary,  rather 

nomena,  and  not  to  any  presumed  cause.  than  to  entertain  the  reverse  view. 

That  no  hypothens  in  regard  to  treatment        We  must  not,  I  admit,  indulge  ourselves  in 

suggested  itself  to  this  acute  observer,  as  speculating  with  Frederick  Hoffman  upon  a 

founded  on  the  distinction  here  adverted  to,  propulsive  force  in  the  membranes  of  the 

is  evident  from  his  allusion  to  the  treatment  brain  as  circulating  a  nervous  fluid,  or  assume 

which  these  cases  actually  met  with.     He  a  knowledge  of  this  subject  analogous  to  that 

only,  indeed,  observes  on  this  point,  that  whichwepossessof  the  motions  of  the  blood, 

they  were  treated  **  in  the  usual  manner,"  an  as  a  groundwork  for  our  pathology.   Indeed, 

expression  which  certainly  appears  to  recog-  it  is  almost  to  be  feared,  that,  possessed  as 

nise  but  one  principle  in  the  treatment  of  we  are  of  a  completed  theory  of  the  vateular 

apoplexy.     This  mode  of  speaking  almost  circulation,  we  may  be  tempted  to  speculate 

appears  to  suggest,  that  the  physician  who  upon  its  agency ^in.  the  causation  of  disease 

used  it  had  overlooked  the  consideration,  further  than  is  warranted,  and  thus  leave  oat 

to  what  an  extent  disease  it,  what  treatment  of  view  the  nervous  system  as  originating 

renders  it  ?    The  therapeutical  question  is,  morbid  actions, 
in  some  sort,  a  part  of  the  pathological.  The  following  comprehensive  remark,  made 

If,  finally,  we  ask  ourselves  how  fsur  the  by  Dr.  Copland,  in  his  general  account  of 

necessity  of  such  inquiries  as  we  have  now  the  condition  of  the  brain  in  apoplexy,  seems 

entered  into  is  superseded  by  the  researches  to  bring  Atsvascolar  and  nervous  form  of  the 

of  the  present  day,  I  know  no  better  vray  of  disorder  under  a  common  category.     "  The 

answering  this  questioD,  than  a  reference  various  states"  he  observes,  '*  ofvaseularim- 

to  tfaoce  valuable  Cyclopaedias  of  medical  pulse  and  action,  impeded  circnlation  in  the 

loiowiedge  which  the  last  fifteen  years  have  veins  and  sinews  of  tiie  brain,  and  distension 

•applied  us  with.  of  its  capillaries,  whether  arising  firom  the 

The  article  Apoplexy,  in  the  Cydopssdia  influence  of  the  organic  nerves  or  the  blood- 

of  Practical  Medicine,  gives  us  considerations  vessels,  or  from  morbidly  increased  action 

on  this  subject  exdusively  humoral ;  though  fit>m  obstruction  in  the  lai^  veins,  the  lungs. 

Dr.  Clutterbuck's  great  practical  experience  or  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  will  dther  in- 

has  occasioned  him  to  lay  down  many  prac-  dividually  or  in  partial  conjunction  occasion 

tical  rules  limiting  the  extent  of  depletion,  the  above  effect,  t*.  e.  the  phenomena  of  apo- 

even  on  the  hypothesis  that  vascular  fulness  plexy,  owing,"  he  adds,  **  to  the  unyielding 

or  rupture  is  the  great  general  antecedent  of  walls  of  the  encephalon." 
apoplexy :  and  thus  he  would  be  found,  in        This  statement  will  not  propd  us  far  on 

many  cases  of  that  disease  whidi  a  more  our  way  towards  a  theory  of  apoplexy  as  re- 

enlarged^hypothesis  would  term  *'  nervous,"  suiting  from  an  emotion  of  the  mind.    Tlie 

using  the  same  precaution    in    regard  to  views,  indeed,  contained  in  the  exoellentarticle 

depletory  agents,  which  this  latter  suppo-  to  which   I   advert,   are    sufficiently  pro- 

sition  might  suggest.  nounced  in  favour  of  a  nervous  form  of  apo- 

Very  considerd>ly  more  complete  and  com-  plexy  to  stimulate  our  curiosity, — suffidently 

prehensive  are  the  views  afforded  us  by  Dr.  indeterminate  to  authorise  our  afilrming  that, 

Copland,  in  his  masterly  article  "Apoplexy :"  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  that  subject  is 

he  indeed  adverts  to  a  form  of  apoplexy  unexhausted. 

designated  nervous  by  authors ;  but  when        I  have  been  led,  by  the  topic  whichjl  have 

he  gives  his  own  estimate  of  this  spedes,  he  chosen,  to  enter  largely  into  the  views  of  an 

reconciles  it  with  a  theory  of  prenure,  as  the  acute  and  learned  author,  whose  work,  pnb- 

recognisable  antecedent  to  that  state,  in  such  lished  sixty  years  ago,  is  now  rarely  or  cur- 

a  manner  as  not  to  leave '  any  very  definite  sorily  adverted  to.  I  know  nothowl  mayhave 

grounds  for  a  practical  distinction.   Thus,  on  accomplished,  or  be  accomplishing  my  pur- 

this  subject  he  entertains  an  hypothesis  re-  pose  ;  but  I  am  assured  of  its  intrinsic  use- 

specting  the  gangUal  apparatus  supplied  to  fulness,~namely,thegivingwdght  to  certain 

the  encephalon    as    affecting  its    vascular  bygone  views,  which  appear  to  contain  the 

system,  and  thus  producing  retardation  or  germs  of  hitherto  unexpended  distinctions  in 

rupture.    But  the  recognisable  antecedent  to  a  most  important  branch  of  pathaology.    In 

the  apoplectic  state,  will,  in  this  point  of  view,  my  next  lecture  I  shall  proceed  further  into 

still   be  retardation    or  rupture :    for  we  this  subject. 
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MSMOIB  ON  may  have  been  absorbed  by  some  pa- 

ABRASION  OF  THE  DIARTHRODIAL  tholoeical  condition  either  connected 

CARTILAGES  BY  FRICTION,  with  tiiemselves  or  the  subjacent  bones, 

AND  ON  THBiK  ^^  joint  May  have  sustuned  some  in- 

ATROPHY  PROM  OTHKR  CAUSES.  a^cK'c  SUti^r  tie«  ^ 

Br  RoBSRT  Knox,  M.D.  even  have  existed  at  one  time  inflam- 

[Concluded  frtmi  p.  US.]  mation  of  the  cartilages,  and  their  dis- 

^ru   ^&    r    J     .^  J-    .  ^     A^   X  appearance  or  absorption  may  have 

(Fbr  the  Umdm  Medical  Qazeite.)  ^^^^  ^^^  semiflexedf  and  stiff  joints, 

and  not  been  caused  by  it :  but  in  Cases 

Whilst  joints  ^ving  rise  to  these  re-  Ist  and  2d,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  apply 
^flections  successively  appeared  either  in  this  mode  of  reasoning  in  explanation 
the  Practical  Rooms  or  m  the  hospital,  of  the  appearances  I  shall  now  describe, 
and  were  examined  with  more  or  less  The  Knees  of  a  stout  and  sufficiently 
care  by  me,  there  occurred  one  of  those  well-made  person  were  observed  just 
cases  which  seemed  to  go  far  to  explain  before  dissection  to  be  slightly  but  obvi- 
satisfactoril^  the  whole  of  the  pneno-  ously  bent ;  both  to  the  same  extent,  or 
mena.  This  occurred  in  1826,  or  early  nearly  so :  the  flexion  could  easily  be 
in  1827,  and,  if  I  recollect  right,  a  rendered  greater,  almost  as  much  as  is 
brief  account  of  the  case  was  read  to  usual,  but  by  no  reasonable  force  could 
the  Medico- Chirurgical  Society  in  the  limbs  be  extended.  I  predicted 
Edinburgh  ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  ten  that  on  dissection  there  would  oe  found 
or  twelve  vears,  a  second,  and  still  an  absence  of  the  cartilages  of  encrus- 
more  remarkable,  one  occurred,  amply,  tation  at  many  points,  and  the  bone  pro- 
as I  imagine,  (for  wherever  a  theory  bably  polished  or  ebumated :  this  I  did 
exists,  it  behoves  the  surgeon  to  speak  from  a  previous  knowledge  of  such  joints, 
with  every  caution,)  confirming  my  but  I  was  not  at  all  prepared  to  explain 
former  views.  The  details  of  these  all  the  appearances.  The  joints  were 
cases  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  examined  with  every  possible  care  in 
at  some  length.  Of  the  other  numerous  the  presence  of  a  large  class  of  students, 
specimens  now  before  me,  drawn  from  and  the  preparations  are  now  before 
my  own  pathological  collection,  I  shall  me.  The  trochlea  or  pulley  of  the  fe-  ' 
say  but  little :  nor  is  it  necessary,  moral  condyles  was  much  altered  in 
The  condition  of  the  joint,  in  one  and  shape  :  the  outer  one  had  lost  its  car- 
all  of  them,  was  predicted  previous  to  tilage  of  encrustation,  and  acquired  an 
dissection.  They  were  stiff  naif-flexed  ivory  polish  in  some  places ;  at  others 
joints,  partially,  as  it  were,  though,  in  the  texture  of  the  bone  had  been  worn 
some  cases,  but  slightly,  anchylosed,  if  into  i  the  inner  condyle  had  lost  its 
such  a  phrase  could  be  applied  to  usual  breadth,  and  had  acquired  a  pe- 
them.  In  fact,  many  of  them  seemed  culiar  exostotic  deposit  overlapj^ing  the 
to  be  stiffened  merely  by  malposition,  shaft :  the  hollow  for  receiving  the 
or  rheumatism ;  but,  be  this  as  it  may,  elevated  ridge  of  the  patella  was  greatly 
the  absence  of  the  cartilae^es  of  encrus-  changed,  its  natural  form  having  be- 
tation  was  predicted,  ana  found  inva-  come  narrow  and  twisted :  the  patella 
riably  to  have  happened.  can  scarcely  be  described,  so  irregular 
Case  1. — I  select  purposely  the  two  has  it  become :  thecartils^  of  encrus- 
extreme  cases :  they  prove  the  theory  tation  is  entirely  gone,  and  the  bone 
best ;  and  they  seem  to  me  least  com-  either  worn  into  or  polished :  two  new 

?licated  with  extraneous  matter.  Were  osseous  deposits  have  formed,  seemingly 

to  select  one  of  the  numerous  prepa^  in  the  tendon  of  the  crureus  muscle, 

rations  before  me  of  knee-joints  taken  one  above  and  the  other  at  the  inner 

from  aged  persons  who  had  long  la^  side  of  the  patella ;  so  that  if  the  inves- 

boured  under  a  stiff  half-bent  knee-  tigation  had  been  carried  no  further 

joint,  and  in  whom,  after  death,  it  was  the  case  might  easily  have  passed  for 

found  that  the  cartilaginous  surfaces  of  one  of  fractured  patella,  with  subse- 

the  femur,    patella,   and    tibia,  were  quent  chronic  inflammation,  and  ab- 

partially  gone,    it  might  with  great  sorption  of  the  cartihiges.     But  such 

propriety    be  said,   a  joint  like  this  an  opinion   subsequent  and  previous 

S roves  nothing  as  to  the  cause  of  the  inquiry  had  taught  me  was  totally  void 

isappearance  of  the  cartilages :  they  of  truth ;  the  real  cause  of  all  these 
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changes  being  at  the  back  of  the  joint,  I  had  ahnogt  forgot  to  mentjon,  that 

behind  and  somewhat  above  the  inner  the  inner  condyle  of   the  tibia  had 

condyle,  in  the  form  of  a  foreign  body  begun  to  shew  exoetotic  deposilioDS, 

(free  corlilage),  about  the  size  of  a  large  and  a  small  one  may  be  seen  on  the 

bea'n,rcBtingon  thecondyle,alteringits  anterior  portion  of  the  upper  spines  of 

nature,  and  closely  wedeed  in  betwixt  the  tibia.     The  opposite  joint  resem- 

the  osseous  surface  and  the  synovial  bled  the  one  I  have  just  described  in 

membranes,  and  in  such  a  way  as  ob-  all   respects.     But   it  is  by   no  means 

viously  to  have  been  immoveably  fixed  unlikely  that  some  patholoeists  might 

'in  that  position  for  a  considerable  time,  be  inclined  to  ascribe  what  There  most 

The  pain  caused  by  this  cartilage  had  confidently    trace    to    a     mechanical 

led  to  the  semi-bent  position  of  the  cause,  to  other  causes — such  as  rhcu- 

limb,  as  being  the  one  neat  calculated  matism,  or    iaflamnintion,   or  to  the 

to  relieve  the  distress.     In  this  posi-  same  cause,  whatever  that  might  be, 

tion  the  cartilaginous  and  previously  which  led  to  the  formation  of  the  free 

floating  body  bad  become  fixed,  or,  cartilages.    To  meet  these  objections  I 

perhaps,    grown  there  originally,  al-  ihall  detail  ay  "  second  cuse." 

though  it  did  not  adhere  by  any  pedicle  Case, — A  youne  man  met  with  a 

when    I    examined    the    limb ;    and  severe  bum  a  considerable  time  ago 

this  malposition  and  altered  form  of  over  the  ham  and  buck  and  upper  parts 

the   knee-joint   led  to    all  the  patbo-  of  the  leg,  and  this,  in  healing,  caused 

logical  appearances  I  now  describe,  a  strong  and  permanent    flexion    of 
the  limb  at  the  knee-joint,  so  as  to  re- 

Pio.  I.  semble  greatly  the  usual  contracted 
and  anchylosed  condition  of  this  joint 
after  some  recoveries  fram  white  swell- 


As  the  limb  was  thus  greatly 
shortened,  he  required  the  use  of  a  very 
high-heeled -and- toed  shoe  or  boot. 
The  cicatrix  following  the  healing  of 
this  troublesome  bum  was  extensive, 
bard,  and  placed  transversely  about  the 
lowerpartofthepopliteal  surface;  but, 
having  thus  partially,  at  least,  reco- 
vered from  this  serious  accident,  he 
resumed  his  usual,  and,  to  him,  as  it 
proved,  dangerous,  occupation  of  a. 
groom,  or  horse-breaker.  In  a  few 
weeks  after,  the  horse  he  rode  fell  with 
him,  by  which  accident  the  cicatrix  in 
the  leg  was  torn  open  violently,  and  an 
extensive  and,  as  it  proved,  an  incura- 
ble sore  rapidly  spread  over  the  entire 
calf  of  the  injured  limbi  and  there 
being  no  likebnood  of  his  recovering 
from  this  second  accident  so  long  as 
the  limb  was  allowed  to  remain  on,  it 
was  removed,  in  a  few  days  after  the 
accident,  by  Mr,  Fereusson,  by  ampu- 
tation in  the  usual  way  ana  place 
above  the  knee-joint,  or  a  little  above 
the  junction  of  the  lower  and  middle 
third  of  the  thigh.  The  brief  descrip- 
tion of  the  amputated  limb  is  as  fol- 

I.  The  sore  or  ulcer,  which  was  the 
immediate  cause  why  amputation  was 
resorted  to,  was  an  ill-conditioned  and 
most  extensive  sore,  reaching  fully  two- 
thirds  down  the  back  of  the  leg.  On 
cutting  into  this  longitudinally,  with  a 
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view  of  exposing   by  diBsection  the  serve  as  a  basis  for  this  newly-formed 

deeper  structures,  it  was  found  that  the  sesamoid  bone.    Many  surgeons  have 

posterior  tibial  nerve  (internal  popliteal  thought  that  bv  unusual  friction  ab- 

of  some  writers)  had  been  involved  in  normal  synovial  capsules  may  be,  and 

the  cicatrix,  so  that,  had  an  attempt  are,  formed  ;  to  this  another  fact  must 

been  made  to  have  cut  out  this  cicatrix  now  be  added,  viz.  the  accidental  forma- 

previous  to  the  second  accident,  with  a  tion  of  abnormal  sesamoid  bones  as 

view  to  the  removal  of  the  contraction  lar^e  as  the  patella,  seemingly  ori^- 

and  forced  flexion  of  the  joint,  a  por-  natmg  -in  mere  mechanical  change  in 

tion,  at  least,  of  this  nerve  must  have  the  form  of  the  limb,  and  that  too, 

been  cut  out  by  the  operator.     This  though  not  preceded  by  anv  tfbro-car- 

was  the  opinion  of  all  those  w*ho  were  tila^,  heretofore  consiaered  as  an  es- 

present  at  the  dissection.  sential  preliminary  stage  in  such  forma- 

2.    The  flexors  of  the  \ee   ^semi-  tions*.    To  return  to  the  further  ex* 

membranosus,  tendinosus,  ana  biceps)  amination  of  the  limb. 
had  suffered  but  little  from  the  ^suse        In  that  layer  of  the  united  tendons 

of    the  limb,  or  rather   joint.     The  of  these  muscles  which  lay  over  the 

gastrocnemius,    on    the   other    hand,  one  I  have  lust  spoken  of,  and  which, 

together  with  the  solens  and  popliteus  in  fact,  could  be  easily  traced  to  the 

muscles,  had  degenerated  into  firm  pale  muscular  fibres  of  the  rectus,  to  which, 

cartilaginous  masses,  in  which  it  was  indeed,  it  belonged,  I  found  another 

not  easy  to  trace  any  remains  of  mus-  small  bone  or  patella  developed,  placed 

cular  fihres.     The  ereat   artery  and  immediately  over  the  regular  patella  { 

vein  lay  in  their  usual  places,  at  a  con-  and  lastly,  on  the  fore  part  of  the 

siderable  distance  from  the  surface.    I  shaft  of  the  femur,  a  few  inches  higher 

ought  to  have  mentioned  that,  by  the  up,  there  existed  what  at  first  appeared 

first  accident,  the  knee-joint  had  been  to  be  merely  an  exostosis  somewhat 

contracted  nearly  to  a  right  angle.  larger  than  a  walnut.    The  saw  of  the 

On  tracing  the  extensor  muscles  6urjg;eon  had  ^ne  through  this  exos- 
(crursus,  vasti,  and  rectus,)  from  the  tosis,  as  a  portion  merely  of  the  femur, 
upper  edge,  where  thev  had  been  during  the  amputation, 
divided  at  the  moment  of  amputation,  Before  describing  the  many  interest- 
downwards  towards  the  knee-joint,  it  ing  points  made  out  by  a  vertical  sec- 
was  found  that,  on  approaching  the  tion  of  the  preparation,  I  may  first*^ 
knee,  the  tendon  usuafiy,  in  appear-  mention  some  other  circumstances  oon* 
ance  at  least,  united,  could  readily  nected  with  the  second  accident ;  that, 
be  separated  into  two  distinct  por-  I  mean,  which  led  to  the  removal  of 
tions,  a  superficial  and  a  deep :  the  the  limb.  Although  not  suspected 
superficial  followed  its  usual  course  during  life,  the  heavy  £all  from  the 
towards  the  patella  and  over  it,  to  be-  horse  had  fractured  the  bones  of  the 
come  continuous  with  the  ligamentum  leg  in  several  places ;  one  fracture  ran 
patells.  The  changes  in  the  structure  tluou^h  the  mallet^us  externus  into 
of  the  deeper  and  stronger  portion  of  thejoint;  another  ran  obliquely  through 
the  tendon  were  remarkable :  in  its  the  tibia,  commencing  about  three 
substance,  and  placed  immediately  inches  above  the  ankle-joint:  it  pro- 
above  the  original  patella,  was  another,  ceeded  first  across  the  spine  of  the 
fully  as  large  as  the  original  one,  de^  tibia,  then  twisting  spirally  so  as  to 
veloped  m  tne  centre  of  the  tendon  of  reach  the  posterior  surface  of  the  bone, 
the  cruraeus,  and  lined  on  its  articular  it  also  penetrated  into  the  joint ;  higher 
aspect  b^  a  portion  of  the  tendon  itself ;  up  there  was  a  most  distinct  lon^- 
this  again  was  invested  by  the  synovial  tudinal  fracture  or  fissure  in  the  tibia, 
membrane  of  the  joint.  This  singular  moving  upwards  for  a'bout  two  inches  j 
structure,  which  was,  in  fact,  an  acci-  some  blood  was  effused  into  the  ankle- 
dental  or  abnormally  formed  patella,  joint.  None  of  the  ligaments  were 
had  evidently  been  developed  in  the  torn ;  and  mv  notes  merely  further  add, 
tendon  of  the  cruraeus  muscle  as  a  con-  that  not  the  slightest  displacement 
sequence  or  result  of  the  limb  having  had  taken  place  in  any  of  the  fractured 
been  used  or  walked  on  when  in  a  con-  portions ;  so  that  their  detection  during 

tracted  or  flexed  state;  and  yet  there  " 

could  scattpIv  havp  pointed  anv  acci-        *  A»  the  sxamiiuition  proceeded,  it  wu  found 

ooum  Miarceiy  nave  exisiea  any  acci-  ^^^  ^^^  new-formed  paielis  here  spoken  of  wu 

dental  fibro-cartilage  m  the  tendon  to  composed  of  two  portimw. 
780.-XXX1.  P 
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life,  or  in  any  other  way  than  by  dis-  thege  tisaues  nra  absorbed  or  disappear, 

Geclion,  seemed  impossible.     The  car-  the  new-formed  bone    grows  to  the 

tilagea  of  encrustation   in  the  ankle-  ori^nal  femur,  becomes  identified  nilh 

i'oint  were  of  a  deep  red  colour ;  but  no  it,  is  covered  at  last  by  (he  same  pe- 
aceration  could  be  detected  either  in  rioateum,  inclosing  both  as  if  they  had 
them  or  in  the  investing  gynof  ial  cap-  always  been  but  one  bone.  An  inspec- 
Gule.  tion  of  the  preparations,  or  of  the  ac- 
A  vertical  section  of  the  prepamtioa  companying  sketches,  wUl,  I  feel  aa- 
.      ...       .     'ifrom"  -"^     -—.:--    .-....-._, 


s  made :  this  extended  irom  the  sured,  convince  every  unprejudiced 
point  where  the  femur  had  been  divided  reader  that  I  havedescribedaccurately 
by  the  surgeon  quite  to  the  middle  of  the  history  of  this  new  and  singular 
the  tibia,  and  of  course  traversed  the  formation  of  bone. 
knee-joint  vertically  and  mesially,  di-  As  the  patient  died  some  days  after- 
viding  at  the  same  time  into  nearly  wards,  an  opporttmitv  thus  offered  of 
equal  parts  Cite  original  patella,  all  examininglheentire  shaft  of  thefemur, 
those  of  new  formation,  and  the  exos-  and  of  tracing  fully  out  the  effects  of 
tosia  on  the  shaft  of  the  femur.  what  I  must  always  consider  as  merely 

This  examination  gave  the  following  mechanical  causes.  Exostoses  have 
results : — The  exostosis  on  the  front  of  usually  been  described  as  growing  from 
the  shaft  of  (he  femur  had  at  one  th^  bones  i  and  no  doubt  they  gene- 
part  united  completely  with  that  bone,  ffiHy  do;  but  I  am  prepared  to  prove 
so  as  to  form,  as  it  were,  but  one;  a  IhaC  they  occasionally  grow  to  the 
common  periosteum  surrounded  them:  bones,  and  were  at  first  formed  in  cer- 
but  at  another,  and  that  a  very  consi-  tain  tendons  or  soft  parts  at  least, 
derable  portion,  it  was  easy  to  shew,  whoseoriginal  lissuepermitsof  aready 
by  the  presence  of  muscular  and  ten-  change  from  tendon  to  bone  ;  and  this 
dinoua  fibres  betwixt  the  femur  and  seems  peculiarly  the  case  with  the  ex- 
the  new  growth,  that  the  latter  had  tensors  of  the  leg, 
been  formed  first  in  the  cenire  of  the  and  rectus  muscles, 
tendon  of  the  crurte  ;  that,  in  fact,  it 
was   of  the   same   nature,    and   owed  '■"■  ^■ 

its  existence  to  the  same  causes  which 
produced  the  accidental  patellie ;  that 
It  had  grown  to  the  femur,  and  not 
from  it.  The  bone  in  question,  which 
I  have  hitherto  called  an  exostosis,  was 
simply  an  elongated  accidental  patella, 
formed  in  consequence  of  the  altered 
form  of  the  knee-joint,  and  of  the  un- 
usual pressure  and  continued  extension 
of  the  muscles  :  as  these  causes  con- 
tinued to  operate,  and  even  to  increase 
so  long  as  the  limb  was  used  in  that 
alteredfonn,  (he  soft  parts  between  the 
new-formed  bone  and  femur  were  ab- 
sorbed, and  the  elongated  accidental 
palellabeeoming  firmly  and  inseparably 
united  to  the  shaft  of  the  femur,  might 
thus  in  time  have  been  mistaken  for  an 
exostosis  growing  from  the  bone,  in- 
stead of  to  it. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  believing  that 
this  preparation  is  one  of  mucn  in- 
terest, and  calculated  to  extend  our 
views  in  respect  to  the  formation  of 
new  bone  under  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances. Here  a  bone  forms  in  the 
eentre  of  a  tendon,  having  intemosed 
between  it  and  the  shaft  of  the  femur, 

tendinous  fibres,  cellular  and  adipose        Fig.  3.    Longitudinal  section  of  a 
tiasue,  and  periosteum.     By  and  by  all    part  of  the  upjicr   portion  of  the   fe- 
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muT:  the  tutrer  end,  in  short,  of  tbe  Berore  quillintr  the  lince-joini,  to 
part  connected  with  the  head  of  the  geek  for  further  illustrations  and  proofs 
Done  being  the  portion  through  wliioh  of  the  correctness  of  these  views  in 
the  surgeon's  saw  passed.  It  displays  other  joints,  I  may  very  briedy  allude 
the  estent  to  which  tlie  osseous  deposit  to  five  or  six  specimens  collected  in  my 
Imd  proceeded,  to  within  a  distance  museum  of  contracted  joints,  with 
of  about  three  inches  from  the  tro-  whose  history  we  were  not  so  well 
chanters.  So  high  as  it  went,  it  acquainted.  The  difficulty  in  deciding 
proved  its  origin  from  tendinous  fibres,  on  the  exact  nature  of  the  pathological 
(Fig.  3,  B.)  This  sketch  shews  the  phenomena  these  joints  present  arises 
from  the  ot>stucles  in  the  way  of  clearly 
"'"•  '■  discriminating  betwecncauseandefTect, 

l^  When   we  lay  open    a   contracted- se- 

miflexed joint,  bent  to  an  nnck  more  or 
less  approaehinga  right  angle  with  the 
femur,  and  find  the  cartilages  of  incrus- 
tation abraded,  broken  up,  a  great  part 
of  them  gone,  the  bone  bare,  polished, 
or  deeply  worn  into,  as  if  it  Dad  also 
suffered  from  abrasion,  the  form  of  the 
osseous  surface  of  the  condyles,  pa- 
tella, and  lihla,  singularly  altered,  &e. 
g  it  is  of  course  difficult  to  decide  on 

.  cause  and  elTect.  since  the  contracted 

stale  of  the  hmb  may  just  as  readily 
have  been  caused  by  and  followed  the 
disappearance  of  the  cartilages  (from 
some  unknown  cause,  as  atrophy,  rheu- 
matism,   chronic    inflammation),     as 
the  contraction  may,  by  altering  the 
form  of  the  joint,  have  given  rise  to 
these  changes.     For  my  own  part  I  feel 
1       disposed   to  think  both   views  may  be 
correct  enough,  applicable  merely  to 
different   cases;    but   all   that  I   have 
extremity  of  the  same  section  (A  and  B)    myself  seen  leads  me  to  a  belief  in  the 
before  it  was  divided  longitudinally,    efficiency  of  the  cause  I  have  assigned, 
contrasted  with  A,  which   is  merely    and  to  give  it  a  preference— viz.  a  rae- 
the  section  of  a  healthy   femur :  a  the     chanical  change   in   the   form  of  the 
linea  aspera ;  b  b  the  old  shaft  of  the    joint. 

femur  I  err  new  bone  laid  over  the  Detertplion  ef  the  knei-jointi  of  a 
old  shaft;  d  periosteum;  e  »  soft  midttU-aged  male  brought  intmht  Prar- 
parts,  portions  of  the  crurKUS  and  ex-  (icaifioom*.  — Both  joints  were  perma- 
tensor  muscles,  generally  filling  up  the     nently  but  slightly  contracted.     In  the 

rce  between  the  old  and  new  bone  at  right  knee-joint  n  free  cartilaginous 
r  point,  similar  to  what  may  be  seen  body  was  found,  under  the  tendon  of 
upon  the  other  sections  ;  /a  dense  car-  the  popliteus  muscle,  where  a  distinct 
tilaginons  mass  growing  in  and  tilling  sesamoid  bone  may  also  be  felt.  The 
np  the  medullary  cavity  of  the  old  foreign  body  could  be  pushed  into  the 
shaft.  Nothing  of  this  kind  existed  joint,  and  so  made  to  disappear  in  the 
on  the  surface  of  the  esostoais ;  there  general  cavity.  The  cartilaginous 
never,  in  fact,  having  been  any  medul-  body  was  observed  previous  to  the 
lary  cuvitf  in  it.  On  the  exterior  of  joint  being  fully  laid  open  on  the  front, 
the  old  shaft  those  changes  had  com-  On  this  being  done,  the  cartilages  of 
nienced  which  usually  take  place  after  incrustation  were  found  to  have  been 
amputations,  and  which  have  been  so  abtaded,  or,  at  least,  to  have  disap- 
wert  described  by  Scarpa  and  others ;  peared  from  a  considerable  portion  of 
but  they  had  proceeded  to  no  great  the  tibia  immediately  within  the  exter- 
length  !  ten  days  only  having  inter-  nal  lateral  ligament  of  the  joint.  _  One 
vened  between  the  period  of  amputa-  half  of  the  corresponding  semilunar 
tion  and  the  death  of  the  patient.  cartilage  had  also  disappeared,  and  the 
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fiff  ftdwieedin  progmnoy :  heroonfinaiMnt,  pUgia,  had  oocnmd ;  and  the  latter  ejmp« 

indeed,  daily  expe^ed.    I  thought  it  etpe>  tome  oontiiHied  vnrel&Bved  hy  delivery.    Her 

dient  to  haTe  this  lady  capped ;  and  I  gave  pnlie,  when  this  occurred,  waa  130,  fall,  and 

her  some  aperienta  and  aome  calomel,  modi-  vibrating.    Now  the  canaea  which  kd  to  this 

fying  the  ▼igonr  of  this  treatment  in  rdJatioii  apoplectic  attaclc  were  such  as  implied  vas- 

to  her  present  state  and  general  constitntion.  cnlar  action,  and  the  practice  adopted  cor- 

Not  the  slightest  benfit,  nor  indeed  any  wy  responded  with  this  view.    Twenty  onnoes 

obvioos  chuige,  resulted  from  these  measorea.  off  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  and,  soon 

In  about  30  hours  she  waa  deliTered,  easily,  after,  fifteen  from  the  temporal   arteries, 

of  a  living  child,  with  no  relief  to  her  symp-  The  first  abstraction   diminished  the  fte- 

toms ;  in  about  24  hours  from  tiiat  eventshe  quency  of  the  pulse,  the  second  abated  the 

died.  convijsions.     In  two  hours  more,  the  pupils 

Janet  Allsn,  set.  32,  of  a  slender  form  and  continuing  dilated,  other  ten  ounces  of  Uood 

spare  habit  of  body,  being  in  good  health  were  taken :  and  this  sufficed,  assisted,  as  it 

at  the  time,  wss  suddenly  seised  with  unusu-  was,  by  the  action  of  aperients.    By  the 

ally  acute  pain  darting  through  the  head  eighth  day,  the  patient  was  oonvaleaeent, 

while  at  the  wash-tub.      The    pain   was,  being    entirely  finse  from    cerebral   symp- 

however,  momentary,  but  she  complained  of  toms. 

shivering  and  chil&ness  on  going  to  bed.  Now  if  we  contemplate  the  five  cases  here 

Her  husband,  next  morning,  found  her  in  a  given,  in  no  one  of  the  first  three  have  we 

profound  sleep,  breathing  high.    He  sue*  any  evidence  of  antecedent  vascular  fulness 

oeeded  in  wakhig  her,  but  she  was  unable  to  or  efiusion.     In  each  of  them,  these  vascular 

speak.     Her  head  being  raised  from  the  states,  if  they  existed  at  any  time,  were 

SiUow,  she  became  sick,  and  vomited.    Mr.  probably  consecutive  to  the  nervous  shock. 

^elUe,  who  reports  this  case  to  Dr.  Cheyne,  And  if  we  attempt  to  elicit  fitmi  theae  cases 

finds  her  pulse  110,  fUl,  and  rather  hard;  principles  of  practice,  with  a  view  to  pre- 

the  right  side  completely  paralytic ;  a  strong  renting  such  consecutive  congestion,  and  its 

tendency  to  sleep,  but  a  capability  of  being  effects,  we  are  compelled  to  admit,  that  those 

waked  up.    Attempting  to  speak,  she  wss  two  cases  terminated  the  most  favourably 

inarticulate.    Twenty  ounces  of  blood  were  in  which  the  practice  had  been  most  sedative 

removed  in  the  morning,  and  sixteen  in  the  and  antispssmodic. 

afternoon,  without  any  other  change  than  The  two  last  reported  cases  commence^ 

tiiat  the  pulse  became  softer,  end  the  fooe  not  in  an  overwhelming  shock  of  the  nervous 

less  flashed.    Cslomel,  with  cathartics  and  system,  but  in  pain  of  the  head,  and  gradu- 

a  lavement,  were  gtnsk,  from  which  f^  ally  proceed  into  convulsmns  and  the  apo- 

evaeuations  and  urine  resulted.    The  sequel  plectic  stupor ;  the  first  of  them  with  sick- 

of  this  case  was  similar  to  the  last.    The  ness.     This  sequence  of  symptoms  places 

next  day  ahe  was  delivered  of  a  child  without  them  in  the  dsss  of  apoplexy  from  com- 

any  change  of  symptoms.    As  day  advanced,  pression,  according  to  the  experience  of  Dr. 

she  becttme  more  soporose,  end  the  motion  Abercromby*,  wluch  I  am  happy  to  accept, 

of  the  left  arm  ceased.    The  next  morning,  ss  giving  value  to  my  own ;  sanguineous 

esily,  she  died.    She  was  examined.    The  efTuaion  being  presumed  to  have  occurred  at 

contents  of  thorax  and  abdomen  were  natural';  the  moment  of  **  acute  pain,"  and  to  have 

the  sinuses  snd  external  surface  of  the  brain  gradually  increased.     In  the  first  of  these 

showed  nothing  abnormal ;  but  a  coagulum  two  cases,  that  of  Janet  Allen,  the  symptoms 

of  blood,  weighing  11  drachms,  was  fbund  were  not  observed  early  enough  after  their 

in  the  left  latmd  ventricle.  commencement  to  give  depletory  treatment 

The  next  case  which  I  lay  before  you  is  its  due  efllcacy.     In  the  second  caae,  these 

famished  by  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Bath.     Its  symptoms  commenced  while  Mr.  Edwsrds 

prominent  features  are  as  follows: — A  young  was  in  attendance  on  the  labour.     They 

married  woman  is  taken  in  labour  with  her  appear  to  have  been  adequately  appreciated, 

first  child.    After  the  psins  have  continued  and  to  have  been  controlled  by  well-managed 

some  hours,  the  membranea  are  ruptured ;  depletion. 

but,  through  the  ignorance  of  a  female  atten-  Leaving  for  my  next  lecture  some  impor- 

dant,  the  pains  are  allowed   to   continue  tant  modifications  of  the  above  doctrines 

unassisted  from    Monday  to   the  ensuing  relative  to  apoplexy,  I  proceed  to  consider 

Friday  morning :    Mr.   Edwards   is    then  that  form  of  palsy  which  may  be  deemed 

called  In.     He  finds  the  os  uteri  nearly  analogous  to  the  nervous  apoplexy. 

dilated,  and  one  of  the  superior  extremities     

presenting.    With  difficulty  and  much  loss       ^  „  .,. ^    .     ,        .  ^       .. 

of  blood  from  th#i  nlflM^nt*   Iip  flplivpm  t>i{.  .  *  Uniform  and  extensive  extravasation  of  blood 

«-««!?«;?  •        placenta,  He  delivers  this  j,  described  by  Dr.  Abercromby  as characterisinir 

pataent  of  a  living  child.  this  class  of  cases,  which  be^n  with  a  violent 

Meanwhile,  namely,  on    the   Thursday,  attack  of  headache,  and  pass  into  apoplexy 

first,  violent  psin  of  the  head.  next,  dimnen  K**<*H»Wy;  The  rapture  h«  seems  to  consider 

**r  Jt^k*  -^-ITi                   r^             uiuiuc^  comcident  with  the  first  derans:ements  of  the 

of  sight,  apoplexy,  oonvnUoons,  and  hemi-  functions  of  the  brain. 
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Qfthe  tjHmtmuou0  or  itn$  pmkfjrom  a  rectinenee  of  involimtary  evaeiutioiis  on  a 

ntddtnlomqfntrwiUM  power.  blister  bemg  applied  to  tke  Mcmm. 
This  is  the  ezprassion  by  which  Dr.  Kirk*  Bat  on  the  ath  of  October,  a  change  wia 
famd  describes  '<  a  paralytic  affection  not  made  in  the  treatment,  in  tliis  respect,  that  all 
brought  on  by  compression,  suppuration,  or  itiraulants  wove  laid  aside,  and  the  opiates, 
any  mechaniod  cause."  My  eonoem  widi  ^'^^  certain  antispasmodics^  exdosiTely 
his  yiews  is  entirely  practical ;  and  therefore  nU^  on ;  namely,  sulphuric  aether,  and 
I  do  not  stay  to  ask  the  question  why  this  ngupemum.  Under  this  class  of  remedies, 
is  more  a  true  palsy  than  that  with  which  ^^  *^  told  that  *' the  stools  snd  urine  be> 
he  thus  contrasts  it.  It  is  the  form  of  palsy  <^>™c  regular  and  voluntary,  the  pulse  became 
to  which  he  applies  his  therapeutical  solid-  stronger,  and  the  sensation  of  the  lower 
ism,  his  treatment  based  on  the  hypothesis  extremities  increased.  The  patient  penseived 
that  the  brain  may  be  dealt  with  in  relation  »o  other  sensible  effect  finom  the  medidne 
to  its  nervous,  and  not  its  vascular  con-  tban  a  degree  of  drowsiness,  and  having  con- 
stituents, tinned  it  to  the  subsequent  January,  he  had 

Now  in  illustrating  these  views,  I  shall  bo  complaint  left.'' 
take  a  case  from  a  class  of  affections  justly  Th^  case  recommends  to  your  considera- 
considered  by  Dr.  Kirldand  as  analogous  to  tion  a  principle  which  may  be  stated  thus : — 
the  nervous  palsy  which  forms  our  present  ^^^  iu  the  forms  of  palsy  which  have  the 
subject ;  because  I  can  fhid  no  other  case  Mme  relation  to  those  ensuing  on  vascular 
which  BO  well  illustrates  the  therepeutica  ftdness  or  rupture,  iHueh  loss  of   power 
applicable  to  this  affection  according  to  those  f^om  concussion  bears  to  that  arising  from 
views.    It  embodies  a  principle.    This  case  compression,  medicines  presumed    to    in- 
is  a  paralytic  affection  from  a  concussion  of  flvcnce  primarily  the  solids  of  the  system 
the  spine.    The  patient,  a  strong  healthy  ^"^  probably  have  a  more  remedial  agency 
man  of  forty,  was  thrown  from  his  horse,  than  those  which  operate  immediately  on 
and  fen  with  much  force  on  his  posteriors,  the  blood-vessels ;  or,  to  state  this  principle 
He  soon  complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  ^^  mora  practical  form,  sedatives  and  anti- 
lumbar   region,   darting    pains    down    the  spumodics  will  be  more  effective  than  stimu- 
tfaigbs,  and  want  of  sensation  and  numbness  ^ts  or  depletory  measures, 
m  the  lower  extremities,  with  coldness ;  the  ^c  following  case  will  ftirther  illustrate 
right  leg  least  affected.      The   pulse  was  this  principle: — Elizabeth  Smith,  set.  69, 
small  and  slow.    Ten  ounces  of  blood  were  of  a  muscular  form  and  apparently  a  strong 
taken  away,  and  on  embrocation  applied  to  oonstitntion,  having  for    several    previous 
the  loins.  montha  been  inadequately  nourished,  and 
On  the  23d  of  September,  1786,  the  day  having  felt  a  diminution  of  power  in  the  right 
after  the  accident,  he  was  found  to  have  no  "de,  fell  down  in  the  street,  and  about  a 
inclination  to  pass  water,  and  the  bladder  was  ^''^ck  afterwards  was  brought  into  the  St. 
found  in  a  flaccid  stete  extending  to  the  navel.  Marylebone  Infirmary.     ¥^m  the  time  of 
Three  pints  of  dark  urine  were  drawn  off  by  this  fall,  which  seemed  not  the  result  of  any 
the  catheter,  assisted  by  pressure  on  tiie  tceident,  she  has  been  totally  unable  to 
abdomen ;  18  grains  of  calomel  were  given  stand   unsupported,  and  had  in    a   great 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  two  doses,  with  a  degree  lost  the  use  of  the  right  arm.    Her 
strong  purgative  mixture.  bowels,  she  said,  were  generally  eitherconfined 
On  the  25th,  20  drops  of  laudanum  hav-  or  irritable ;  the  pulse  not  remarkable  in  cha- 
ing  been  given  the  evening  before,  a  greater  tacter ;  her  head  entirely  ftee  from  uneasiness, 
degree  of  sensation  was  observed  in  the  From  the  5th  of  November  to  the  3d  of 
limbs.    Tlie  water  was  still  removed  by  tiie  December,  1841,  she  was  treated  with  ape- 
catheter  and  pressure ;  the  motions  were  in-  riento  and  the  compound  aether  mixture  of 
voluntary.  the  Infirmary,  and  with  one  application  of  a 
From  the  26th  to  the  30th,  (he  same  blister,  but  to  no  advantageous  result :  occa- 
treatment  being  applied,  with  20  or  30  drops  sionally  some  paralysis  of  the  bladder  mani- 
of  tmctura  '-^ -'^^^   "^ —    -"--    *-*-^ -*--•'     «- '«- i^^-A^j  * 
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mtleeQ,  was  unaltered*,  %mb».v|>»  mu  .w&suu  nv  —^w.w.  w  2^w..»w«  ...QMoa^,  »-.■....  >ttw  ^.~.~»  w. 
occasional  difficulty  from  indurat^  fteces,  opium ;  the  bowels  being  regulated  by 
requiring  to  be  scooped  out,  to  the  8th  of  mild  aperiento,  and  having  a  disposition  to 
October.  Hie  tincture  lytt»  being  then  diarriioea,  even  under  this  practice.  Mean- 
given  in  drachm  doses,  the  pulse  became  while,  her  tongue  became  cleaner,  and  she 
more  frequent,-  and  the  sphincter  ani  con*  obtained,  first,  comfort,  then  material  im- 
tracted.  provement  in  the  paralytic  symptoms,  the 

Urine,    during    this    time,    occasionally  1^  improving  more  slowly  than  the  arm. 

flowed  involuntarily ;  but  the  case  continued  Much  disposition  to  diiarrhoea  continued, 

in  a  stete  of  very  slowly  progressive  im-  and  whenever  this  took  place,  the  paralytic 

provement,  with  one  drawback,  namely,  the  feebleness  reincreased.     Fermented  stimuli 
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surface  of  the  tibia  had  an  ivory  polish  responding  condyle  of  the  tibia.     On 

over  all  that  surface  from  which  the  botn  surfaces,  wherever  most  exposed 

cartilage  had  been  rubbed  off.     The  to  the  friction,  the  surfaces  have  taken 

corresponding  condyle  of  the  femur  had  on  a  veiy  perfect  ivory  polish,  with  the 

suffered  changes  quite  similar  to  the  usual  grooves  and  elevated  lines  on  the 

tibia,  but,  in  addition,  there  was  a  deep  surface.    The  remaining  surfaces  had 

hollow  in  the  centre  of  the  condyle,  as  begun  to  shew  that  they  were  influ- 

if  the  friction,  after  destroying  the  car.  enced  by  this  cliange  :     the    patella 

tilage,  had  commenced  wearing  away  begins  to  lose  its  shape,  the  tendinous 

the  bone.     The  cartilaginous  incrusta-  attachment    to    the   bone    begins    to 

tion  of  the  patella  had  begun  also  to  ossify,  the  edges  of  the  condyles  of  the 

break  up,  and  the  shape  of  the  bone  to  tibia  and  femur  to    enlarge,  become 

alter:   tne  trochlea  of  the  femur  had  rounded,  and  to  overl«ip the  shaft ;  and 

also  suffered,  both  in  its  cartilaginous  the  superior  spines  of  the  tibia  are  be- 

and  its  osseous  textures :  the  margins  coming   irregular,  elevated,    and  ge- 

of  the  femoral  condyles  have  become  nerally  altered. 

elevated  and  project.  In  the  other  There  is  another  preparation  ex- 
knee-joint  similar  changes  were  found,  tremely  similar  to  the  above,  but  the 
but  not  to  the  same  extent.  No  free  changes  of  the  osseous-  surfaces  have 
cartilage  was  found  in  this  joint ;  and  eone  further  :  I  shall  call  it  No.  IJOO. 
in  neither  could  be  detected  the  slight-  Its  history  I  cannot  find  in  my  notes,  bat 
est  trace  of  purulent  deposits,  adhe-  I  feel  assured  that  it  was  put  up  to 
sions,  or  other  symptoms  of  an  inflam-  illustrate  the  effects  of  abrasion  and 
matory  or  ulcerative  process.  .  destruction  of  cartilage  and  bone  in 
A  preparation  in  the  museum,  marked  the  knee-joint,  and  that  there  was  a 
11 57f  snews  the  extent  of  ihjury  which  foreign  body  loose  in  the  joint.  The 
may  be  produced,  even  to  the  osseous  outer  condyle  has  broadened  out  by  an 
texture,  so  soon  as  the  cartilages  have  osseous  deposit,  so  as  to  accommodate 
been  abraded  or  absorbed,  in  the  event  itself  to  the  altered  form  of  the  joint, 
of  the  bones  not  becoming  eburnated,  and  to  meet  the  changed  position  of  tJ^e 
which  sometimes  happens.  In  this  patella.  The  inner  surrace  of  the  fc- 
case  (found  in  the  dissecting-rooms),  moral  pulley  has  proportionally  nar- 
besides  abrasion  of  the  cartilages,  the  rowed. 

articular  surface  of  the  outer  condyle  In  the  stiffened  knee-joint  of  an  aged 
of  the  tibia  has  been  worn  down  into  a  person  (1701)  there  is  even  a  deep  hoi- 
deep  excavation  of  at  least  3-4th8  of  an  low  worn  in  the  condyle  most  exposed 
inch  in  depth  ;  and  its  outer  brim,  in  to  friction,  although  the  adjoining  part 
connection  with  the  fibula,  had  given  of  the  bone  had  commenced  taking  on 
way,  as  if  fractured.  Unless  the  abra-  the  ivory  poUsh.  The  cartilaginous 
sion,  then,  be  arrested  in  its  progress  covering  otthe  patella  and  its  opposing 
by  the  process  of  eburnation,  the  bones  pulley  had  begun  to  suffer  by  abrasion, 
themselves  speedily  suffer,  as  I  have  Thus  it  does  appear  that,  in  certain 
frequently  observed.  The  knee  was  persons,  a  permanent  alteration  in  the 
slightly  contracted,  but  the  history  of  form  of  the  joint,  will,  by  altering  its 
the  case  is  unknown.  The  adjoining  healthy  action,  give  rise,  by  mere  abra- 
bones  are  brittle  and  spongy.  sion,  or  by  the  absence  of  all  pres- 
1160  is  an  interesting  preparation,  sure,  to  a  destruction  of  the  cartilages 
but  a  verbal  description  may  suffice  to  of  incrustation  of  the  synovial  mem- 
explain  it  sufficiently  well.    On  that  branes  and  of  the  bone  itself,  unless 


frequently  presents  all  these 

tilage,  there  is  an  elevation  of  about  an  changes  of  loss  of  cartilage,  porcelainous 

inch  in  length,  and  about  the  sixth  or  deposit,  &c.    The  grooves  on  the  astra- 

seventh  of  an  inch  at  its  greatest  eleva-  gafus,  caused  by  the  friction,  have  been 

tion.     This  seems  to  have  interfered  mistaken  for  canals  or  reservoirs   to 

with  the  motions  of  the  joint,  and,  by  hold  the  superfluous  synovia. 

throwing  the  action  chiefly  on  the  ex-      —-zr^. — 

ternal  condyle    thp  rnrHlao-p  hfi<i  hp#>n  ^  *  Jne  ivory  or  porcelainous  deposit  ia  not  con- 

ui    J       xv^V    r^  cartilage  nas  Oeen  fined  to  the  mere  surface  on  all  occasions :  in  the 

rubbea    Oll    it     (the  joint    being   stlU  first  dorsal  and  last  cervical  vertebne  of  the 

and  contracted),  and  from  off  the  cor-  <^*T'  t^J^  ^hanife  extends  deeply  towards  the 

' '  centre  of  tue  bone. 
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During  the  autumn  of  lafit  year  I  been  long  going  on  within  the  joint, 
happened  to  visit  the  museum  of  Dr.  What  remains  of  the  cartilage  on  the 
James  Douelas,  of  Glasgow,  and  was  ends  of  the  tibia  and  femur  has  a 
much  struck  with  an  interesting  case  swollen  and  fibrous  appearance,  and 
of  diseased  knee-joint,  the  details  of  on  the  edges  has  a  hole  as  if  marked 
which  I  had  better  give  in  his  own  with  the  teeth  of  a  mouse  which  had 
vords : —  been  gnawing  it.     From  the  notch  of 

Tx         o         T  1-  i     *!-•      the  femur,  ana  some  parts  of  the  con- 

Dear  Sir,-I  have  your  note  this  dyles  of  the  tibia,  the  cartilage  is  quite 
mommg  acknowledging  receipt  of  re„ioved.  while  the  bone  in^me  parts 
mine.  I  hasten  to  fulfil  the  request  remains  unchanged;  but  in  others  a 
contained  in  your  note  of  Tuesday.     I    ^  ^^  hyperostosis  is  going  on.    On 

asked  permission  of  the  gentleman  by  ^^g^^  parts,  where  the  bone  is  exposed, 
whom  the  preparation  was  sent  to  the  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  pressure  v^  as  made 
rooms  (Mr  Xyon  one  of  the  surgeons  ^^  ^^  ^^^  porcelain  deposit  has  gone  on 
to  the  Infirmary),  which  he  at  once  ^^  ^  considerable  extent.  On  some 
granted,  to  make  use  of  the  case.  ^^^  ^f  ^^^  fe„„r,  not  articular,  this 

An  old  man  died  of  gangrene  of  the  deposit  is  going  on  in  rounded  ag- 
feet,  after  fever,  Feb.  1)^2.  One  of  glomerated  masses,  with  smooth  sur- 
his  knees  was  removed  to  examine  a  Faces.  Some  of  these  are  still  soft  on 
fractured  patella,  which  had  resulted  the  surfaces,  admitting  of  being  cut 
from  a  violent  exertion  man^  years    with  the  knife. 

before.  He  had  never  submitted  to  On  the  back  part  of  the  joint,  and 
treatment  for  it,  so  that  the  pieces  were  in  connexion  with  the  cervical  liga- 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  separate,  and  ments,  where  there  are  naturally  loose 
when  he  walked,  he  used  to  fall,  from  fimbriee  or  fringes  of  the  synovial 
the  knee  bending  under  him.  membrane,'  there  are  several  smooth 

Knee-joint  was  found  full  of  pus,  cartilages,  some  round,  like  peas,  and 
from  inflammation  developed  in  it,  since  others  convex  on  one  side,  and  concave 
his  legs  became  gangrenous.  The  two  on  the  other,  adapted  to  their  situations, 
portions  of  the  patella  must  have  grown  hanging  loose  into  the  joint,  attached 
considerably  since  the  fracture,  for  each  only  by  the  slender  duplicature  of 
is  nearly  as  large  as  an  ordinary  pa-  synovial  membrane, 
tella,  the  growth  having  taken  place  I  look,  on  this  preparation  with  in- 
from  the  broken  edges,  and  having  terest,  because  it  confirms  the  view 
rounded  them,  both  from  before  back-  which  1  advocated  in  the  Medical 
wards,  and  from  side  to  side.  The  Gazette,  within  the  last  year  or  two, 
inferior  fragment  was  attached  to  the  about  the  origin  of  loose  cartilages  in 
tibia  by  its  ligament,  which  was  weak,  the  joints,  illustrated  by  a  preparation 
and  perforated  with  holes,  probably  marked  P.  29,  in  my  museum,  whei-e 
in  consequence  of  disease,  and  from  there  is  a  loose  cartilage  in  the  cavity 
the  low  inflammation  which  had  been  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  another 
going  on  long  in  the  joint.  The  upper  growing  from  the  tunica  albuginea 
fragment  had  the  extensor  muscles  still  still  covered  by  the  serous  membrane, 
connected  with  it,  but  from  long  disuse  Hoping  that  this  may  be  of  use 
they  were  in  a  great  measure  converted  to  you,  I  remain, 
into  fat  at;  their  lower  part.    The  lower  My  dear  Sir, 

edge  of  this  fragment  is  firmly  attached  Yours  very  truly, 

to  the  fore  part  of  the  femur,  immc-  James  Douglas. 

diately  above  the  commencement  of  its       333,  Geori^e  Street,  Glasgow, 
articular  surface,  by  a  thin,  but  broad  ^""^^  ^^'  *®*^ 

and  strong  ligament,  completely  closing  P.S.— I  forgot  to  say  that  you  may 
the  usual  communication  between  the  '"^^  *"y  "^^  you  please  of  this  case, 
lower  part  of  the  knee-joint  and  its  ^^-  Knox,  Edinbariffh. 
upper  expansion,  which  is  frequently  It  were  easy  to  extend  this  list  with 
called  the  subcrureal  bursa.  The  car-  reference  to  the  knee-joint,  by  de- 
tilage  IS  partly  removed  from  this  por-  scribing  numerous  similar  preparations 
tion  of  patella,  and  the  roughened  part  in  the  museum  ;  but  leaving  the  matter 
18  connected  to  the  front  of  femur  by  in  the  hands  of  others,  I  shall  conclude 
fibrous  adhesions.  by  a  few  remarks  on  the  joints  of  the 

Chronic  inflammation  seems  to  have    upper  extremities. 
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Numerous  specimens  of  diseased  el-  from  all  stiffness  in  the  joint,  and  from 
bow-joints  in  my  own  museum  illus-  that  agony  which  he  had  suffered  for 
trate  perfectly  the  effects  which  an  weeks  previously.  Portal  states  as  his 
altered  form  of  the  joint  produces  on  belief  that  there  had  been  dislocation 
the  cartilaginous  and  other  tissues  :  of  this  tendon,  and  that  it  had  been 
the  shoulder-joint  presents  a  somewhat  reduced  by  the  bone-setter.  Boyer,  on 
more  complex  subject  of  inquiry,  as  the  other  hand,  points  at  the  case,  and 
being  combined  with  an  inarticular  criticises  the  statements  of  Portal  as 
tendon,  whose  pathology  has  by  no  being  totally  unsupported  by  any  pa- 
means  been  made  out.  thological  dissectiou  on  record.     Ii  I 

In  1827,  T  published  in  the  London  rightly  understand  that  most  distin- 
Medical  Gazette  an  account  of  several  guished  surgeon,  he  denied  the  possi- 
dissections  of  shoulder-joints  which  bility  of  such  an  occurrence.  In  re- 
had  evidently  suffered  some  severe  spect  to  rupture  of  the  tendon  by  an 
injury  during  the  life  of  the  person,  accident,  1  do  not  find  much  notice 
What  these  injuries  were  could  not  be  taken  of  it  until  subsequent  to  the 
conjectured,  as  the  dissections  occurred  publication  of  my  Memoir  in  the  Ga- 
merely  in  the  Practical  Rooms  ;  but  zette.  Some  eight  or  ten  years  after- 
after  considering  all  the  appearances  wards,  Mr.  Adams,  of  Dublin,  I  think, 
carefully,  I  ventured  to  draw  the  con-  read  a  brief  notice  to  the  British  Asso- 
elusion  that  in  some,  at  least,  there  elation,  if  I  rightly  recollect  (for  I 
had  been  rupture  or  dislocation  of  the  speak  merely  from  memory),  having  a 
bicipital  tendon  within  the  capsular  reference  to  the  pathology  of  the 
lijzament.  Soon  after  the  publication  shoulder-joint,  but  he  took  up  a  very 
of  the  Memoir  alluded  to,  Mr.  E.  Stan-  different  view  of  the  matter  from  either 
ley  published  in  the  3d  vol.  of  the  Mr.  Stanley  or  myself.  He  seemed  to 
same  journal  an  account  of  some  cases  think  that  the  occasional  absence  of 
in  which  he  suspected  rupture  of  the  the  inter-articular  portion  of  the  ten- 
tendon  in  question  :  these  cases  he  don  of  the  biceps  was  owing  merely  to 
considered  as  illustrating  my  dissec-  rheumatism  and  ulceration,  however 
tions,  and  as  being,  in  fact,  the  com-  induced,  or  atrophy.  Now  although  I 
plementary  part  of  my  memoir,  which,  feel  fully  convinced  that  in  certain  of 
for  the  reasons  assigned,  I  had  it  not  the  dissections  I  had  described,  a  rup- 
in  my  power  to  publish.  .But  still  ture  of  the  tendon  within  the  joint  had 
there  remained  this  difficulty,  that  I  originally  happened,  I  feel  much  dis- 
had  described  dissections  of  joints  with  posed  to  coincide  partly  with  Mr. 
whose  previous  history  I  could  not  be  Adams's  view  also,  as  applicable  to 
acquainted,  and  Mr.  Stanley  had  pub-  other  cases,  or  at  least  to  his  modifica- 
lished  the  historv  of  certain  cases  in  tion  of  it,  that  injuries  might  be  in- 
which  injury  had  been  done  the  shoul-  Hicted  on  the  joint,  leading  to  the 
der-joint,  and  rendering  it  probable  gradual  softening  and  disappearance  of 
that  the  injury  was  really  a  rupture  of  that  part  of  the  tendon  in  question, 
the  tendon  in  question,  but  nnaccom-  altogether  independent  of  any  rupture. 
panted  hy  any  dissection,  his  patients  Both  views,  in  short,  appeared  to  me 
having  recovered  easily  from  injuries  compatible  with  each  other.  Since 
unaccompanied  by  other  serious  lesions,  then,  I  learn  from  a  paper  in  the  24th 
As  far,  then,  as  regards  dislocation  of  Vol.  (2d  Series)  of  the  Medico-Chinir- 
the  long  tendon  of  the  biceps,  the  gical  Transactions  of  London,  by  Mr. 
question  remained  pretty  much  as  left  Soden,  that  a  paper  had  been  published 
by  Portal,  who  considered  it  possible,  in  the  14th  Vol.  of  the  Gazette,  by 
and  cited,  as  the  most  remarkable  in-  Mr.  G.  Smith,  on  the  **  Pathological  Ap- 
Btance  of  it  with  which  he  was  ac-  pearances  in  Seven  Cases  of  Injury  of 
quainted,  the  case  of  Louis  XV.  who,  the  Shoulder."  On  examining  this 
by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  had  injured  paper  by  Mr.  Smith,  published  in 
the  shoulder-joint,  which  injury  left  a  1833-34,  and  therefore  seven  years 
stiffness  and  intolerable  pain,  unalle-  subsequent  to  mine,  it  seems  that  the 
viable  by  the  most  distin^ished  sur-  cases  were  all  like  my  own  in  this 
geons  of  the  day.  A  quack  bone-setter  respect,  being  without  any  previous 
was  at  last  reluctantly  called  in,  who,  history  of  the  case  during  the  life  of 
b^  violently  twisting  the  arm  in  all  the  person.  Suspicions  might  be  en- 
directions,  relieved  the  King  at  once  tertained  hirlj  enough,  that  in  soma 
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the    appearances  were    entirely  post^  may  serve  to  explain  to  ihe  reader  one 

mortem,  and  in  others  partially  so :  nor  at  least  of  the  circumstances  which 

is  the  eburnation  of  some  of  the  sur-  have  a  tendency 'to  mystify  and  confuse 

faces  any  direct  proof  to  the  contrary,  many  medical  histories  which,  if  stated 

Thus  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  fairly  and  candidly,  would  be  intel- 

a  rupture  and  of  a  dislocation  of  the  ligible  to  the  plainest  capacity*, 

tendon  of  the  biceps  remained  nearly  On  looking  over  the  MS.  catalogue 

where  it  was.     A   case  of  dislocated  of  my  museum,  1  have  observed,  since 

tendon  is  quoted  by  Mr.  Soden  from  writing  the  above,  one  or  two  cases  of 

the  Encyc.   Method,  as  quoted  from  dissections,  made  several    years   ago. 

Mangel ;  but  the  case  is  said  not  to  bo*  which  seem  to  bear  on  this  very  obscure 

a  clear  one.    Mr.  Hargrave*s  case  is  matter — I  mean  the  pathology  of  the 

mentioned  also,  of  a  subsequent  date  j  shoulder-joint,  and  of  its  inter-articular 

60,  likewise,  are  those  of  M.  Dupuytren  tendon, 
and  Sir  A.  Cooper.     It  is  admitted  by 

Mr.   Soden  that  most  of  these  cases,  Ftaciure  of  the  anatomical  neck  of  the 

whether  of  rupture  or  of  dislocation,  humerus. 

are  extremely  imperfect.    Mr.  S.  gives  In  an  aged  female  subject,  during 

two  cases  of  dislocation  of  the  tendon ;  the    course    of    a   careful   dissection 

if  they  were  clear  to  Mr.  Soden,  and  his  of   the    shoulder-joint,  a  fracture  in 

coadjutor    quoted  in  the   paper,  Mr.  the  anatomical  neck  of  the  humerus 

Richard    Partridge,  they  are,  by  no  was   observed.    At   what   period   the 

means,  to  the  reader.    There  are  two  accident  had  happened  which  led  to 

cases  mentioned,  and  there  is  but  one  this  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  the 

woodcut,  which  corresponds  precisely  broken  bones  had  not  united  by  any 

to  neither   description.      One  of  the^  osseous    deposit.      The    fracture    was 

diseased  joints  seems  to  have  been  sent  within    the    capsular    ligament,    and 

to  Mr.  Partridge  for  his  examination  likewise,  in  a  great  measure,  within 

and  opinion  thereon  y    but  it  is  not  the  synovial  capsule.  The  surrounding 

stated  which  was    sent,  so  that  the  muscles  had  not,  apparently,  sustained 

reader  is  left  in  doubt  and  conjecture  any  injury,  being  all  sound  both  in 

as  to  an  essential  part  of  the  history  of  respect  to  their  tendons  and  muscular 

these  cases.    The  following  statement  parts :  even  the  long  tendon  of  the 

is    placed   underneath   the  woodcut:  biceps  was  untouched,  and  perfectly 

**  Front  view  of  the   preparation  in  healthy  in  every  respect.    Tne  joint 

King's  College  Museum,  shewing  the  showed  no  appearance  of  ever  having 

displacement  of  the  biceps  tendon  from  been  inflamed ;  the  cartilage  of  incrus- 

its  groove,  and  the  head  of  the  humerus  tation  was  sound. 

drawn  upwards  and  forwards  in  con-  Ruptured  tendon  of  biceps, 
tact  with  the  acromion  and  coraco-  _         /      ,^^^      „.    •'        ^ 
acromial  ligament."    Now  one  natu-  December  1836.--Since  my  first  corn- 
rally  asks,  what  preparation  is  this  P  munication  regarding  rupture  of  the 
for  there  is  no  mention  of  any  such  in  tendon  of  the  biceps,  several  facts  and 
the  body  of  the  paper  j  and  so  we  are  observations  have  occurred  to  me  which 

left  to  conjecture  that  Mr.  Soden  had 

presented  one  of  the  diseased  joints  to  *  If  Mr.  Soden  had  himself  read  Mr.  Stanley's 

that  museum.    But  this  is  a  mere  con-  P^S'd  \.^  ^Vlii''r^^^'^.t^f  t 

jecture   on    my  part,  for   no  where   is  jlrtt  instance  by  Mr.  SUnley,  to  my  Memoir, 

this   hinted  at,  neither   is   it   said   to  and  ftirther,  the  remark  a  quote  from  memoir, 

«,i«:»u  ^e  ♦u«  «««««  u  i^^l^*«»...^  *»o*  having  the  volume  before  me)  that  1  waa  the 

which  of  the  cases  it  belonged.  first  who  had  drawn  the  attentionof  rathologistato 

It  would  seem  (or  at  least  I  gather  this  subject.    The  omission  of  all  mention  of  the 

from   fho  hoAdinfr  of  thp  t^aupt^   that  ««r/ie*/ wirwofr  on  the  pathology  of  the  biceps  tcn- 

m)m  ine  neaamg  OI   me  papfr;   maj  don,  I  ascribed,  not  to  Mr.  Soden,  but  to  Mr.  Par- 

Mr.  Soden's  notes  and  bnef  history  of  tridge,  who,  true  to  his  cUss  (Londoncre),  was 

the  cases  had  been  sent  originally  to  bound  to  strike  out  any  view  or  circumsunce  in 

■ajr»  -D^.*.:;!  ^<«  ♦**  i»«  ««»ii  f^*  fV^^  'VTajIj^a  any  memoir  of  mme  not  of  London  growth.  Some 

Mr.  Partridge  to  be  read  to  the  Medico-  ^  '^  colleagues  go  even  ftirtheF  than  this,  ss 

Chinirgical    Society  in   London,  and  may  be  seenoy  a  reference  to  a  zoological  work 

thnf  Mr  Pnrtridcrp  had  added  thereto  published  lately  by  one  of  them,  wherein,  amongst 

mat  Wr.  rarinage  naa  aaaea  mercro  Numerous  other  amusing  mistakes,  the  cranium 

some  remarks  of  his  own.     borne  Ol>-  of  the  roraual,  or  piked  whale,  has  been  mis- 

servations  on  these  remarks  I  have  put  taken  by  this  profound  comparative  anatomist 

;n»^  «  ««,f*k     *u^  «>VkAlA  maffAv  ia  nr%  ^OT  that  of  the  mysticelus.    All  this  comes  from 

into  a  note  j  the  whole  matter  is  un-  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^  ^f  property  which  does  not 

w^orthy  the  running  text,  but  still  it  belong  to  the  person. 
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tkiay  possibly  still  further  elucidate  this  facts  drawn  from  the  history  of  ml-* 

obscure  subject.  reduced  dislocations  I  am  unable  to 

On  dissecting  the  ri^tshoulder-joint  say,  but  may  here  remark,  that  in  the 
of  a  stout  miiscular  man»  the  long  ten-  dissection  of  an  unreduced  dislocation 
don  was  observed  to  present  its  usual  of  the  shoulder-joint,  evidently  of  con- 
strength  and  structure  until  a  short  way  siderable  standing,  the  biceps  tendon, 
after  entering  the  bicipital  groove  of  although  stretched  and  out  of  its  groove, 
the  humerus ;  or,  in  other  words,  where  was  not  ruptured ;  the  tendon  of  the 
it  came  in  contact  with  the  synovial  supra-spinetus  muscle  had  been  some- 
capsule  of  the  joint  Here  it  suddenly  what  injured,  but  not  torn  through; 
diminished  to  about  a  fourth  of  its  4he  capsular  li^piment  was  of  great 
usual  thickness,  and  appeared  likewise  strengtn,  and  entire,  enclosing,  as  usual, 
altered  as  to  structure.  Having  reached  the  head  and  neck  of  the  bone,  which 
the  top  of  the  groove,  it  adhered  to  the  rested  on  the  snbscapularis  muscle, 
adjoining  parts  of  the  capsule  and  to  The  circumflex  nerve  had  been  par- 
the  tuberosities,  and  could  not  be  traced  tially  if  not  wholly  lacerated,  but  had 
into  the  joint.  In  every  other  respect  reunited ;  the  deltoid,  a  good  deal 
the  joint  was  healthy,  and  presented  no  wasted,  and  bec^inning  to  alter,  pre- 
appearance  of  having  been  at  any  time  sented  a  remarkable  ridge  running  from 
dislocated.  The  cartilages  were  every  the  acromion  process  to  humeral  at- 
where  as  healthy  as  in  a  young  person ;  tachment  of  the  muscle.  These  were 
so  that,  if  the  altered  state  of  tne  ten-  the  principal  appearances  noticed;  to 
don  of  the  biceps,  and  its  total  disap-  whicn  may  be  added,  that  the  glenoid 
pearance  within  the  joint,  is  to  be  cavity  had  still  a  cartilaginous  covering» 
attributed,  as  some  have  done,  to  the  but  was  partially  filled  up. 
pathological  condition  called  by  the  _  .  ,  ,.  ,  -  ,  ,  v  , 
French  pathologists  "usure,"  and  by  Partial  dulocation  of  the  tendon  of  the 
some  "  absorptio  senilis  cartilaginum,"  biceps  flexor,  with  rupture  of  some  of 
here  is  evidently  a  case  which  cannot       itsflbres. 

be  forced  into  this  category.    The  age       The  right  arm  of  a  muscular  male 

of  the  person  seemed  to  be  about  thirty,  subject,  aged  66,  dissected  in  February 

and  with  the  exception  of  the  absence  1837,  threw  much  light  upon  the  ques.- 

of  the  tendon  of  tne  biceps  within  the  tion  of  ruptured  tendon  of  the  bicepsL 

joint,  there  could  not  be  a  healthier  In  this  arm  the  capsular  ligament  and 

joint  in  any  one*.  all  the  parts  connected  with  the  shoul- 

Secondly,  on  conversing  with  Mr.  F.,  der-joint  were  quite  healthy,  with  the 

he  reminded  me  <^  a  preparation  found  exception  of  the  tendon  of  the  bicepa. 

in  the  dissecting-room  a  few  years  after  I  This  tendon  was  about  double  its  usual 

communicated  my  originid  paper  to  the  breadth  where  it  corresponds  to  the 

Medical  Gazette.    In  this  case  the  groove  of  the  humerus :  about  half  of 

long  tendon  proceeded  no  ^rther  than  the  tendon  lay  in  the  groove,  and  the 

the  groove,  and  the  portion  within  the  remainder  partljr  on  the  inner  crest, 

joint  did  not  exist.  partly  on  the  side  of  the  smaller  to- 

From  these  circumstances  the  very  berosity  of  the  humerus.    The  part  of 

frobable  conjecture  was  formed  by  Mr.  the  tendon  which  lay  in  the  groove 
'.,  that  this  had  been  a  case  of  disloca-  was  sound  enough,  but  that  which 
tion  of  the  joint,  with  rupture  of  the  played  during  life  over  the  crest  and 
bicipital  tendon ;  that  the  dislocation  smaller  tuberosity  was  fretted,  its  fibres 
had  been  speedily  reduced,  but  that  the  as  it  were  worn  through,  ruptured,  and 
tendon  haa  not  re-united.  spread  out;  so  that  in  a  short  time,  98 
How  far  this  view  is  supported  by  it  appeared  to  us,  or  on  any  violent 
_^__  motion  of  the  joint,  the  tendon  would 

♦  This  cam  it  renwAaWe  as  bdnr  entirely  have  given  way  altogether,and  would 

without  any  other  morbid  alteration :  those  pre-  thus  have  constituted  a  case  of  ruptured 

Yiojisly  seen  by  me  beinff  ill  moreor  less  subject  tendon  of  the  biceps  within  the  synovial 
to  the  objection  which  has  since  been  made  to  the  i        rn»  v  r*i.    x   if        •* 

view  I  orimnally  took  of  such  cases,  vis.  that  oapsule.      Ihe  surface  01  the  tuberosity 

the  altered  condition  of  the  tendon  uniformty  over  which  a  part  of  the  tendon  had 

coincided  with  an  affection  ofthe  synovial  mem-  nlavpd  w«s    rnnah    not  hi>ino-  env^rt^A 

branc  and  cartila^res  of  incrurtation,  and  that  P».**yc<*  ^"8  jowgn,  not  oeine  coverea 

these  were  attributiible,  first,  to  old  a^e,  or,  With  any  soft  parts  or  cartilage;  and 

secondl>\to  Theuroatism.    Now  the  above  case  this,  in  the  most  evident  manner,  had 

SJe^Ks^X^JyTaV^^^^^^^   ^"'"'•"^  been  the  cause  of  the  wearing  of  the 
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tendinous  fibres,  and  the  destruction  of  difficulties  here  calling  for  more  ex* 
its  synovial  membrane.  Being  without  tended  inquiry.  The  following  sug- 
anyhistoryof  the  person  during  life,  it  gestions  are  respectfully  thrown  out 
can  only  be  conjectured  that,  at  one  for  the  consideration  of  the  "  critical 
time  or  other,  and  perhaps  but  a  short  inquirer  into  truth  :" — Why  the  hip- 
time  before  death,  he  had  experienced  joint  should  not  present  abrasure  of  the 
a  dislocation  of  the  tendon :  this  gave  cartilaginous  surfaces  so  frequently  as 
rise  to  its  new  pjosition,  its  spreading  the  knee  when  its  state  of  motion  is 
out,  and  its  partial  destruction.  It  is  altered,  may  be  owing  to  this,  that 
worthy  of  particular  notice,  that  the  the .  motions  of  the  joint  are  not  so 
organic  changes  were  limited  exactly  easily  affected,  in  one  sense,  as  those 
to  what  I  have  stated,  and  that  the  of  the  knee-joint.  But  I  have  very 
cartilages  of  incrustation  belonging  to  often,  in  looking  carefully  into  the 
the  joint  were  quite  sound  and  of  their  joint,  found  the  cartilage  thinned, 
usual  thickness.  and  even  broken  up,  at  points  where. 
It  was  upoh  this  subject,  and  in. the  at  first,  and  on  a  hasty  glance,  the 
same  extremity,  that  my  brother  structures  seemed  unaltered.  In  cases 
noticed  an  unusual  laxity  of  the  of  interstitial  absorption  of  the  neck  of 
scapulo^clavicular  joint ;  the  acromial  the  thigh-bone,  the  cartilages  of  the 
end  of  the  clavicle  rising  fully  three-  joint  always  appeared  to  me  much 
quarters  of  an  inch  above  the  acromia  altered.  I  am  aware  that  Mr.  Gulliver, 
scapulfe.  May  not  this  person,  then,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  patholo- 
have  received  some  violent  injury,  dis-  gical  observers  of  the  present  day,  has 
placing  the  tendon  of  the  biceps,  and  ^ven  two  cases  of  interstitial  absorp- 
luxating  the  joint  spoken  of,  and  tion  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone 
even  perhaps  the  shoulder-joint  ?  The  without  any  accompanving  alteration 
tendon  of  the  biceps  may  not  have  in  the  form  or  tf^xture of  the  cartilages; 
recovered  its  original  position,  and,  and  many  more  (though  not  of  equal 
by  being  then  exposed  to  friction,  value)  might  be  added  to  these ;  out 
must,  at  last,  have  ruptured  with  the  difficulties  accompanying  such 
little  or  no  effort  beyond  the  usual  cases  could,  I  believe,  be  explained 
motions  of  the  joint.  We  have  here,  away.  That  one  limb  may  be  shorter 
then,  a  second  case  in  which  the  tendon  than  another,  whether  from  an  acquired 
must  indisputably  have  been  ruptured  or  a  congenital  deformity,  and  yet  the 
altogether  independent  of  the  accidents  cartilages  remain  entire,  appears  to  me 
of  md  age,  called  by  French  patholo-  explicable  enough.  If  tUe  limb  re- 
gists  "  usure"  of  the  cartilages.  tain  most  of  its  motions  at  the  hip- 
After  what  I  have  said,  it  will  not,  joint,  the  cartilaginous  surfaces  are  as 
I  trust,  be  supposed  that  I  doubt  the  much  exposed  to  the  due  degree  of 
history  of  "  atrophy  of  the  cartilages"  pressure  as  ever.  Should  time  permit, 
of  the  knee  ana  other  joints,  as  de-  I  shall  return  to  this  subject  in  a  short 
scribed  by  others.  The  removal  of  appendix.  Mr.  Gulliver's  memoirs 
these  structures,  whether  effected  by  merit  the  deepest  attention  from  all 
vital  organic  changes  within  them-  surgical  pathologists, 
selves,  as  many  suppose,  or  by  being 

acted  on  by  the  neighbouring  tissues,  The  little  notice  I  have  taken   of 

as  was    Mr.  Hunter's  opinion,  is  a  contemporary    writers,    and    of    the 

?ue8tioii  I  do  not  propose  entering  on.  standard  pathologists  of  the  present 

t  is  foreign,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  the  and  past  age,  has  not  arisen  from  any 

object  of  tnis  memoir.  overweening  confidence  as  to  the  accu- 

I  may  now  allude  to  other  joints  racy  of  mv  own  views,  but  solely  from  a 

with  a  reference  to  these  views  and  want  of  the  necessary  leisure  to  do  so. 

opinions.    The  cartilages  of  incrusta-  The  difficaltv  also  of  procuring  many 

tion  disappear  from   the  acetabulum  valuable  works  proves  a  great  obstacle 

and  head  of  the  femur  under  a  great  to  the  entering  on  bibliographical  in- 

variety  of  circumstances ;    and   occa-  quiry,  at  least  m  this  city.    W  or  can  it, 

sionallv,  but  by  no  means  so  frequently  i  hope,  be  necessary  to  caution  any 

as  in  tne  knee-joint,  it  has  appeared  to  but  the  very  young  surgeon  or  student 

be  owing  to  the  effects  of  abrasure,  that  the  views  here  brought  forward,  in 

and  of  unequal  pressure  and  friction  on  respect  to  abrasion  of  the  cartilages 

the  opposing  surfaces.    But  there  are  under  certain  circumstances,  have  a 
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reference  solely  to  those  circumstances,  the  Finsbury  Dispensary.  She  had 
and  are  by  no  means  intended  to  be  been  the  subject  or  extreme  dyspnoea 
applied  to  those  other  cases  of  destruc-  for  several  months,  attended  with  but 
tion  of  cartilage  by  other  causes — such  slight  cough,  and  a  scanty  mucous  ex- 
as  inflammation,  ulceration,  &c.  The  pectoration :  her  nights  were  restlesi?, 
whole  subject  connected  with  the  dis-  and  frequently  passed  in  the  semi- 
appearance  (I  use  this  word  to  avoid  cumbent  position.  She  had  lost  a 
any  theory)  of  cartilages  of  incrusta-  parent,  and  some  collateral  relatives, 
tion,  together  with  their  synovial  in-  oy  consumption.  She  had  never  spat 
vesting  membrane,  and  not  unfre-  blood,  and  so  fur  from  having  lost  flesh, 
quently  the  destniction  of  bone  itself  was  decidedly  stout  for  her  age :  men- 
in  joints  where  neither  inflammation  struation  was  regular.  During  the 
nor  ulceration  seems  ever  to  have  ex-  preceding  year,  the  cervical  glands  on 
isted,  merits  an  extended  inquiry  from  the  left  side  had  become  considerably 
surgeons  and  pathologists.  In  respect  enlarged,  and  formed  an  elongated 
to  atrophy  of  the  cartilages  as  a  dis-  irregularlobed  tumor,  involving  the  pa- 
ease  tut  generis,  its  possible  occurrence  rotid  gland,  and  extending  from  the  left  * 
seems  undoubted  :  still,  its  whole  his-  zygoma  to  the  clavicle,  producing  ex- 
tory  is  involved  in  difficulty.  A  modi-  treme  deformity.  The  whole  mass  felt 
fled  theory  might,  perhaps,  reconcile  hard  and  unyielding  to  the  touch ;  it 
both  views.  Let  us  suppose  ^hat  to  had  no  superficial  redness,  and  pre- 
allow  of  abrasure  or  usure  of  the  car-  sented  no  tendency  to  suppuration, 
tilages  of  a  joint  there  must  be  present  On  examinine^  the  chest,  there  was 
a  peculiar  condition  of  the  cartilages  slight  but  decided  flattening  beneath 
themselves — ^a  softening,  in  fact,  caused  the  tight  clavicle ;  and  there,  as  well  as 
by  constitutional  or  other  causes :  it  is  over  the  whole  of  the  right  chest,  per- 
by  no  means  improbable  that  such  a  cussion  elicited  a  dull  sound.  The  re- 
state occasionally  happens.  spiratory  murmur  was  replaced  by  bron- 
Some  good  practical  surgeons,  how-  chial  respiration  Jn  the  infra-clavicular 
ever,  seem  to  me  to  deny  altos^ether  and  scapular  regions,  whilst  in  the 
that  there  is  such  a  pathological  con-  middle  and  inferior  parts  it  was  puerile ; 
dition  as  **  usure,"  abrasion,  or  even  the  expiratory  murmur  was  distinctly 
atrophy  of  the  cartilages ;  ascribing,  audible  in  the  upper  part  of  the  chest, 
apparently,  all  such  phenomena  to  and  the  vocal  resonance  increased.  Over 
inflammation,  ulceration,  &c.  This  the  left  chest,  percussion  produced  a 
seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Syme*,  much  more  sonorous  sound  than  was 
judsing  from  his  silence  in  respect  to  natural,  remarkably  contrasting  with 
such  conditions  of  the  cartilages.  On  the  right  side ;  still  the  respiration  was  ^ 
the  other  hand,  Mr.  Liston  admits  the  imperfectly  audible,  and  in  the  upper 
existence  of  atrophy  of  the  cartilages  as  part  was  bronchial.  The  heart  appeared 
a  pathological  condition  of  the  arti-  nealthy. 

cular  cartilages  altogether  independent        There  could  scarcely  be  a  doubt  on 

of    any   preceding    inflammatory    or  the  nature  of  the  affection  under  which 

ulcerative    process.      His   chapter  on  this  girl  laboured.  The  existence  of  t«- 

hypertrophy  and  atrophy  of  the  carti-  bercular  deposit  in  the  right  lung  vas 

lages  is  exceedingly  practical,  and  evident ;  the  state  of  the  left  was  less 
merits  the  careful  perusal  of  surgeons  satisfactory :  the  probable  existence  of 
and  pathologists.  emphysema  was,  nowever,  sufficiently 

obvious.    The  only  doubt  that  could 

CASE  OF  arise  was  as  to  the  deposit  in  the  lungs 

ENLARGED    BRONCHIAL   GLANDS    ^^ing  of  a  malignant  character,  from 

PRODUCING  DEATH  ;  ^*^?  !^^^u^}^l  "'^^"''^^  ^^^"i^l  "^^ 

existed;  but  the  progress  of  the  case, 

WITH  REMARKS.  ^^^  ^y^^  abseucc  of  ^ie  pink  sputa,  to 

By  Da.  Goldino  Bird.  ^hjch  attention  has  been   drawn  by 

(For  the  Medical  GaietteJ  Drs.  Stokes,  Addison,  and  Cowan,  re- 

moved  all  suspicion  on  this  head. 

Eliza  BuRHAN,  st.  16,  an  exouisitely        Gradually  the  dyspnoea  increased; 

strumous  looking  girl,  was  aamitted,    the  respiration  became  less  and  less 

under  Dr.  Bird's  care,  in  July  1842,  at    distinct  in  the  left  side,  which  stifl  «• 

*  System  of  Surgery.  ~    ^"^^  its  sonorfety  on  percussion ;  and 
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some  evidence  of  cerebral  congestion  be  incompetent  to  the  task  of  arterial- 

appeared.    The    frequent  dull,  heavy  ising  the  blood.    The  cerebral  symp- 

headache ;  the  noise  in  the  ears ;  the  toms  which  preceded  death,  all  indica- 

flushed  face,  most  marked  on  the  left  tiveofcongestiongoingonin  the  brain, 

side,  all  bore  witness  to  a  state  of  brain  are,  I  conceive,  readily  explicable  by  the 

explicable  by  the  impeded  return  of  pressure    exercised  by  the  glandular 

blood  from  the  head,  from  the  pressure  cervical  tumor  on  the  vessels  of  the 

of    the    cervical    glandular    tumors,  neck.     It  is  true  that  the  pressure  on 

Shortly  after  some  stupor  appeared  :  the  left  bronchus  was  not  sufficient  to 

from  this  she  rallied  sufficiently  to  be  absolutely  exclude  all  ingress  of  air,  for 

enabled  to  take  some  little  exercise;  after  death  a  chink4ike  opening  existed; 

when  at  last,  after  taking  cold,  dyspnoea  still,  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the 

became  distressing,  and  she  sank  early  enormously  distended  state  of  the  cer- 

in     September,    without    emaciation,  vical  glands  disappeared  with  the  ces- 

cough,  expectoration,  or  any  of  ^  those  sation  of  life,  it  is  but  fair  to  presume 

signs  which  mark  the  closing  scene  of  that  a  similar  state  of  things  might  ob- 

the  victims  of  consumption.  tain  in  the  case  of  the  bronchial  glands ; 

At  the  post-mortem  examination  the  and  that  although  these  were  not  found 
head  was  not  opened.  In  the  chest  on  the  dissection  so  distended  as  to 
there  w^ere  no  pleuritic  adhesions ;  the  completely  close  the  bronchus,  still  it 
right  lung  was  nearly  solidified  by  is  very  probable  that  such  might  have 
the  copious  deposition  of  crude  tuber-  been  the  case  in  the  last  hours  of  life, 
cles,  scarcely  any  having  advanced  to  and  then  these  bodies  might  have  sub- 
softening  ;  no  cavity  existed.  The  left  sided  in  the  same  manner  as  the  cer- 
lung  contained  much  fewer  tubercules,  vical  glands. 

and  was  distended  by  emphysema ;  the  I  have  now  seen  three  other  cases 

bronchus  on  that  side  was  completely  in  which  death  occurred  in  the  course 

flattened,  so  that  only  a  very  narrow  of  phthisis,  where  the  disorganization 

fissure  existed,  through  which  air  could  existing  was  not  sufficient  to  account 

pass.    The  cause  of  this  pressure  was  for  the  fatal  termination,  and  in  which 

found  in  two  large  bronchial  glands,  pressure  on  the  left  bronchus  existed ; 

each  nearly  two  inches  long,  between'  in  two,   the  constriction  formed  was 

which  the  flattened  bronchus  was  placed,  produced  by  enlarged  bronchial  glands, 

All  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  chest  and  in  one  by  an  aneurismal  tumor, 

and  abdomen  were  found  exceedingly  The  state  of  the  glands,  to  which  I  am 

enlarged.    On  dividing  the  large  bron-  anxious  to  draw  attention  by  the  pub- 

chial  glands,  they  were  found  full  of  lication  of  the  above  case,  has  scarcely 

white  caseous  matter,  and  free  from  any  been  mentioned  by  authors  as  a  cause 

trace  of  the  grey  or  black  matter  so  fre-  of  death ;  and  M.  Louis,  who  refers  to 

quently  met  with.  the  frequent  occurrence   of  enlarged 

The  heart  was  loaded  with  black  bronchial  and  cervical  lymphatic  glands 

bloody  and  the  vessels  turgid.    The  en-  in  tubercular  phthisis,  mentions  it  only 

larked  cervical  glands  had  so  far  dimi-  as  a  pathological  fact,  not  appearing  to 

nished  since  death,  as  to  present  no  ap-  regard  it  as  an  occasional  cause    of 

proach  to  the  extreme  deformity  they  death.    In  like  manner  Morgagni,  in 

produced  during  life.    The  body  pre-  his  laborious  production  on  the  Seats 

sented  no  appearance  of  emaciation.  and  Causes  of  Diseases,  repeatedly  men- 

Remarks.*— This  case  aflbrds  an  ex-  tions  the  presence  of  enlarged  bron- 

ample  of  a  circumstance  of  occasional  chial  glands;  but  in  no  instance  dq^hey 

occurrence,  viz.  of  a  case  in  which  appear  to  have  been  so  increased  in 

copious  tubercular  deposit  exists,  not  volume  as  to  have  pressed  upon  the 

sufficient  per  se  to  destroy  Ufe,  and  bronchi. 

ending    in    death   before    the    com-  Regarding  the  diagnosis  of  this  state 

mencement  of  any  disorganizing  pro-  of  the  bronchial  glands,  I  may  remark, 

cess.  There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  that  I  have  only  met  with  it  in  phthisis, 

in  this  instance  the  immediate  cause  of  and  then  always  connected  with  en- 

the  fatal  termination  was  the  constric-  larged  cervical  glands.    The  post-mor- 

tion  of  the  left  bronchus  by  the  bron-  tern  examination  of  this  case  throws 

chial  glands,  so  as  to  prevent  ingress  and  some  light  on  the  cause  of  pulmonary 

egress  of  the  air  to  the  left  lung,  the  emphysema.    This  has  been  explained 

right  being  so  full  of  tubercles  83  to  on  different  hypotheses ;  and  one  that 
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has  been  very  frequently  taught  is,  that  has  at  least  a  double  function  to  per- 
the  cells  of  the  lungs  become  distended  form — one  to  burn  off  carbon,  and  a 
by  the  mechanical  violence  of  cough-  second  to  convert  ordinary  albumen 
ing.  Her^,  however,  the  cough  had  into  the  self-coagulating  form,  or  fibrin, 
been  but  slight,  often  quite  absent,  and  which  abounds  in  arterial  blood.  To 
never  violent ;  there  was,  however,  effect  these  changes,  it  is  necessary  that 
constriction  of  the  bronchus :  to  this,  the  blood,  whilst  circulating  in  the 
therefore,  the  explanation  adopted  bv  capillaries  of  the  lung,  should  be  ex- 
Dr.  Stokes  well  applies.  Air  at  each  posed  to  the  influence  of  the  air.  If, 
inspiration  could  enter  the  lung  in  therefore,  this  be  prevented  by  the 
greater  abundance  than  the  succeeding  deposition  of  tubercular  matter,  or  by 
expirative  effort  could  succeed  in  ex-  the  preternatural  distension  of  the  air- 
pefling.  It  is  true  that  the  stricture  of  cells,  so  that  there  is  left  a  diminished 
the  bronchus  would  equally  interfere  surface  for  the  capillaries  to  ramify 
with  the  entrance  and  escape  of  the  upon,  it  would  necessarily  follow  that 
air ;  but  then  it  must  be  recollected  much  carbon  would  be  retained  in  the 
that  as  the  muscles  subservient  to  in-  system ;  and  ultimately  the  patient  may 
spiration  are  far  more  numerous  and  sink  from  the  effect  of  a  poison  gene- 
powerful  than  those  of  expiration,  it  rated  in  his  own  body,  by  the  narcotic 
follows,  that  whilst  a  muscular  effort  effect  of  a  highly  carbonized  fluid  cir- 
Bufiicient  to  draw  air  into  the  lung  past  culating  through  the  brain.  If,  on  the 
the  constriction  could  be  easily  accom-  other  hand,  tne  vital  powers  be  less 
plished,  the  following   effort    at    ex-  exhausted—if  the  lung  is  quoad  its 

Eiration  would  only  Be  sufficient  to  drive  function  less  impaired, — then  it  is  pro- 

ut  a  moiety  of  the  inspired  air  through  bable  that  some  portion  of  that  carbon 

the  flattened  branches ;  and  the  result  which,  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition 

would  be,  what  was  found  after  death,  of  the  or^an,  would  be  burnt  ojf\  is 

a  permanently  dilated  and  emphysema-  deposited  m  the  adipose  tissues  of  the 

tons  condition  of  the  pulmonary  cells,  body,  as  one  of  the  ingredients  of  fat. 

This  hypothesis  exceedingly  well  ex-  This  mi^ht  be  hazarded  as  a  probable 

plains   the  condition  of  Tung  almost  explanation  of  the  frequent  accumula- 

constantlv  met  with  in  children  who  tion  of  loose  fat  in  the  per8<m  of  many 

die  with  lungs  studded  with  tubercles ;  an  old  bronchitic  or  emphysematous 

there  is  almort  always  an  emphyse-  patient. 

matous  state  of  the  cells  of  such  lungs, 

sufficient  indeed,  as  I  have  more  than  researches 

once  seen,  to  make  the  diseased  side 

the  most  resonant  on  percussion.  Here  ^^  '"■ 

the  pressure  of  the  tubercles  on  the  NATURE  OF  TUBERCLES : 

bronchial  ramifications   produces  the  j,^,^^  p^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^„  ^^  ^^„ 

same  effect  m  distending  the  air-cells  provincial  association 

as  the  pressure  on  the  bronchus  in  the 

case  above"  narrated.      The  frequent        ^^  William  Addison,  Esq.,  F.L.S. 

occurrence  of  emphysema  with  tuber-  

cles  in  the  lungs  of  children  is  directly  The  elements  of  the  blood  visible  by 

opposed  to  the  statement  of  their  never  the  microscope,  without  any  manipu- 

occurring  together,  on  which  is  based  lation,  are — 

an  empincal  mode  of  treating  phthisis,  1st,  The  red  corpuscles;  2d,  the 
adopted  by  some  few  practitioners,  who  colourless  corpuscles ;  3d,  molecules 
endeavour  to  induce  emphysema  bv  and  granules  in  the  interior  of  the 
making  their  patients  breathe  through  colourless  corpuscles;  4lh,  similar  mole- 
either  long  curved  tubes,  or  short  ones  cules  and  granules  isolated  in  the  liquor 
with  a  valvular  plug  in  the  centre.  sanguinis,  and  independent  of  the  cor- 
One  other  fact  is  taught  by  this  case,  puscles;  5th,  the  fibrine,  which  may 
viz.  that  occasionally  extensive  tuber-  be  seen  by  the  microscope  coagulating 
cular  deposit  may  exist  in  the  lung  in  the  form  of  deHcate  cylindrical 
without  any  marked  emaciation.  It  is  fibres,  having  a  diameter  even  less  than 
true  that  this  constitutes  the  exception  that  of  the  molecules, 
to  the  general  rule;  still,  as  it  occasion-  The  fibrine  does  not  form  globules 
all^  occurs,  its  cause  is  worth  in-  or  corpuscles  of  any  kind.  Molecules, 
quiring  into.    We  know  that  the  lung  granules,    and    colourless    corpuscles. 
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enveloped  in  a  net-work  of  fibrinous  very  singular  and  instractivc.  On  the 
fibres  or  filaments,  with  variable  quan-  application  of  this  liquid  the  corpuscles 
tities  of  entangled  serum,  form  the  immediately  begin  to  enlarge  by  im- 
entire  mass  of  the  bufiy  coat  of  the  bibition;  a  great  number  of  granules 
blood.  become  exceedingly  conspicuous  within 
The  phenomena  displayed  on  the  them ;  finally,  they  burst  open  or  ex- 
addition  of  liquor  potassse  (Brandishes  plode,  and  the  granules  arc  dispersed 
alkali^  to  the  blood  corpuscles  are  very  around. 

remarkable:    the  first   effects  of   the  Several  cases  and  experiments  are 

fluid  are  very  rapid   and    energetic;  minutely  detailed  in  corroboration  of 

after  a  short  time,  by  follo^idng  the  the  foregoing  statements,  from  which 

directions  given  in  the  paper,  the  alkali  the  two  following  are  selected : — 

may  be  observed  slowly  diffusing  itself  Ca»e  of  Shingiet,-^One  of  the  clear 

among  the  corpuscles.    The  red  cor-  transparent  vesicles  was  opened  with 

puscles  may  be  seen  to  explode  and  the  point  of  a  lancet,  and  a  great  num- 

disappear  instantaneously,  or  to  burst  ber  of  colourless  blood  corpuscles  was 

open    gradually,  and  discharge  their  found  by  the  microscope  in  the  fluid. 

contents,  and  many  singular  changes  Many  of  them  exactly  resembled  the 

of  form  may  be  witnessed.    The  colour-  corpuscles  in  the  blood ;   others  ap- 

less  corpuscles  may  be  completely  and  peared  a  little  shrivelled,  and  a  few 

slowly  dissected  by  a  prooer  application  were  remarkably  large.    All  of  them 

of  the  liquor  potassse — all  the  stages  of  contained  molecules  ;    the  large  ones 

the  process  and  the  number  and  nature  had  several  bright  granules,  which,  on 

of  tneir  contents  may  be  readily  seen  close  inspection,  were  evidently  mov- 

by  the  microscope.    For  this  purpose,  ing  within  them—that  is,  the  granules 

a  drop  of  the  liquor  sanguinis  from  the  disappeared  in  one  part  of  the  corpuscle, 

«ur&ce  of  bu^  blood  is  removed  by  and  became  visible  in  another.    This 

the  point  of  the  finger,  and  transferred  was  repeated  several  times  during  the 

to  a  slip  of  glass,  previous  to  coaeula-  observation,  apparently  from  the  work- 

tion ;  it  should  be  spread  out  a  little  on  ing  (**  writhina")  or  undulation  of  a 

the  glass,  and  the  liquor  potass®  cau-  fluid,  which,  by  alternately  dividing 

iiously  added  from  the  point  of  a  pen-  and  coalescing,  and  then  again  divide 

knife  or  a  lancet,  while  the  corpuscles,  ing,  formed  tne  granules,  which  were 

without  any  covering,  are  under  ex-  sometimes  visible  at  one  spot,  and  then 

aminatiooL    This  manipulation,  with  a  at  another.    The  author  has  seen  simi- 

little  practice,  may  be  readily  accom-  lar  phenomena  in  the  inner  vesicle  of 

pLished  with  one  of  the  small  upright  the  red  corpuscles  after  the  addition  of 

French  microscopes,  and  by  moving  a  drop  of  gum  water. 

the  slip  of  glass  gradually  forward,  the  A  tittle  water  was  now  added  to  the 

progress  of  the  alkali  may  be  watched  corpuscles  from  the  point  of  a  lancet ; 

for  bome  time.    Rapid  changes  take  after  a  few  minutes- tne  shrivelled  cor- 

place ;    molecules    and    granules    are  ^  puscles  became  quite  plump.    Liquor 

developed  in  the  interior  of  the  cor-  potassse  was    afterwards    added   very 

puscles,  which  enlarge  by  imbibition,  cautiously  in  the  same  way,  and  the 

and  then  dehisce  or  explode,  the  mole-  corpuscles,  one  after  another,  dehisced. 

cules  and  granules  pouring  out  of  them  At  first  they  gave  a  sudden  jerk,  and 

in  great  numbers ;  if  the  alkali  be  act-  enlarged  to  twice  or  three  times  their 

ing  weakly,  the  moleciiles   swell    to  former    dimensions,    displaying    the 

granules,  and  the  granules  enlarge  pre-  granules  in  their  interior ;   and  then 

vious  to  their  final  disappearance  by  thev  burst  open  by  a  kind  of  explosion, 

dissolution  in  the  liquid.  each  cori)uscle  discharging  about  twelve 

Pus  corpuscles  differ  in  no  respect  large  granules,  which  were  gradually 

from  the  colourless  blood  corpuscles^  dissolved. 

except  only  as  they  are  altered  in  size  Case  of  troublesome  catarrh  (hay^ 

and  appearance  by  exhaling  their  own  fever). — Copious    discharge    of   clear 

contents,  or  by  imbibing  the  fluids  with  transparent  fluid  from  the  nostrils;  a 

which  they  are  associated.    Water  and  perfectly  limpid  drop  of  the  mucus  was 

the  dilute  acetic  acid  cause  them  to  examined  by  the  microscope,  and  I  was 

enlarge,  developing  the  molecules  and  somewhat  surprised  to  find  in  it  a  great 

granules  in  their-  interior.    The  effects  number  of   colourless  corpuscles,  re- 

of  the  liquor  potasscc  upon  them  are  sembling  the  colourless  corpuscles  of 
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the  blood.     There  were,  indeed,  cor-  discharged  by  cedematoas  sweUings  are 

puscles  of  all  sorts,  forming  a  complete  of  a  precisely  similar  nature,  with  a  less 

series,  with  gradual  transitions,  from  quantity  of  fibrine  and  a  less  number 

the  colourless  blood  corpuscles  through  of  corpuscles ;  the  varieties  of  coagulable 

all  the  forms  and  varieties  of  pus  cor-  lymph  are  intermediate  between  the 

puscles,  up  to  large,  round,  granulated  two  extremes. 

corpuscles  and  epithelium  cylinders.  All  abnormal  discharges,  and  all  the 
My  astonishment  was  great  when  I  varieties|of  serum  and  coagulable  lymph, 
found  most  of  these  corpuscles  provided  are  modifications  of  the  liquor  san- 
with  vibratile  cilia  in  the  most  actiye  guinis — stronger  or  weaker  solutions  of 
state,  so  that  some  of  the  corpuscles  fibrine.  All  the  varieties  of  pus  and 
were  actually  moving  about  by  their  lymph  corpuscles  are  more  or  less 
means ;  and  not  only  were  the  cilia  in  altered  colourless  corpuscles — altered 
motion,  but  the  molecules  and  granules  either  by  imbibing  and  growing  larger, 
in  the  interior  of  the  corpuscles  were  or  by  exhaling,  shrivelling,  and  be- 
in  a  very  active  state ;  they  could  be  coming  less.  In  fact,  all  abnormal  pro- 
seen  rapidly  shifting  their  Aposition  ducts  are  effusions,  and  not  secretions* 
within  the  corpuscles.  The    foregoing    experiments    (here 

I  examined  no  less  than  six  different  briefly  stated)  are  broup^ht  forward  to 

specimens  of  the  mucus  from  the  same  strengthen  the  conclusion  which  it  is 

individual,  and  I  always  saw  a  series  of  the  author's  object  to  establish— viz., 

similar  objects.  that  all  secretions  take  place  in  the  in- 

C ate  of  Cancer  of  the  Breast  (exist-  terior  of  granulated  vesicles  or  cells, 
ing  some  years). — Arm  oedematous  ;  not  by  transudation  from  one  tube  (a 
the  back  of  the  hand  had  been  punc-  bloodvessel)  into  another  (a  duct) ; 
tured  some  weeks  ago  to  relieve  the  consequently  that  *'  tubercles  in  the 
swelling,  and  a  serous  fluid  has  been  lungs,"  "  tubercular  infiltrations," 
discharged  from  it  ever  since.  The  "  hepatisation,"  and  "  pus,"  are  not 
author  frequently  examined  this  fluid  secreted  products,  but  simply  the  ele- 
by  the  microscope,  and  always  found  in  ments  or  the  blood  effusea  by  an  ex- 
it a  fibrinous  coagulum,  and  corpuscles  cessive  "  vital  turgescence"  (or  inflam- 
resembling  in  every  particular  the  co-  matory  action),  having  their  peculiar 
lourless  corpuscles  of  the  blood,  some-  characters  determined  by  the  texture 
what  altered  by  shrivelling.  When  the  '  and  function  of  the  structure,  and  by 
arm  was  cool  and  free  from  pain,  the  the  amount  of  activity  of  the  turges- 
fluid  discharged  was  perfectly  limpid,  cence.* 

as  colourless  as  spring  water,but  corpus-  A  singular  fact  is  stated  with  regard 
cles  were  found  in  it ;  and  after  stand-  to  the  animalcules ;  it  may  be  w^it- 
ing  ten  or  twelve  hours,  a  delicate  but  ncssedin  all  of  them  by  the  application 
almost  invisible  net-work  of  fibrine  of  Uauor  potassse  (which  the  author 
could  be  drawn  out  of  it  with  the  point  calls  his  dissecting  fluid).  It  penetrates 
of  a  needle.  Sometimes  the  arm,  with-  the  transparent  tunic  composing  the 
out  any  obvious  cause,  became  much  body  of  the  animalcule,  by  imbibition, 
more  red,  swollen,  and  painful,  and  and  soon  causes  it  to  burst  open  or  ex- 
then  the  discharged  fluid  nad  the  ap-  plode,  precisely  in  the  same  way  as  the 
pearance  of  ordinary  serum;  the  num-  colourless  blood  or  pus  corpuscle;  and 
ber  of  corpuscles  was  much  increased,  the  so-called  stomachs  of  the  creature 
and  the  coagulum  was  more  dense.  On  are  forcibly  discharged,  or  thrown  out 
the  addition  of  water  the  corpuscles  one  after  another,  thus  becoming  ob- 
swelled  out  and  enlarged  j  with  liquor  jects  for  minute  microscopical  scrutiny, 
potass®  they  burst  open,  discharging  The  stomachs  (?)  swell  and  burst  m 
lar^e  granules.  From  the  result  of  this  like  manner,  precisely  as  the  granules 
and.  other  experiments,  it  is  evident  that  discharged  from  the  lymph  corpuscles 
the  serous  fluids  effused  in  dropsies  of  the  frog,  or  from  the  pus  corpuscle, 
differ  from  the  serum  after  venesection ;  These  stomachs  the  author  believes  to 
they  contain  fibrine  and  corpuscles,  be  granulated  vesicles,  performing  their 
The  fiuid  at  the  surface  of  inflammatory  functions  by  imbibition,,  and  not  by  as- 
blood  is  the  liquor  sanguinis,  highly  similatingordigesting  food,  voluntarily 

charged  with  molecules,  granules,  and 

colourless  corpuscles  ;  it  is  a  strong  so-  *'^^  author  refprt  to  Mr.  Good«ir*s  paper, 

lution  of  fibAne.     The   limpid   fluids  •ndco".obonitei  bU  opinion  with  «.pect  to  le- 
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taken.     The  vital  powers  of  the  ani-  Considering  a  second  opinion  advia- 

malcules  are  totally  inefficient  m  op-  able,  I  requested  my  friend,  Mr.  MoL 

posing  the  imbition  of  the  poison,  and  lart,  of  this  place,  to  visit  the  case  with 

their  stomachs  may  be  seen  enlarging  me.     On  our  arrival  about  ten  a.m.  of 

m  the  mtenor  of  the  body  pnor  to  the  the  20th,  I  found  the  patient  much  the 

rupture  of  the  integument.  game  as  she  was  when  1  left  her  at 

— three  A.M. :  pulse  100,  weak ;  stomach 

CASE  OF  ENTERO-EPIPLOCELE.       e^Sn^r^S^^T*? 'u^ 

intee:uments  covering  the  tumor  very 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette,        much  inflamed,  with  dark-red  streaks 

Sir,  appearing  on  the  surface  in  various 

If    you  think  the    following  case  of    ^J^'^^tS^'^*-    Under  these  circumstances 

fitrangnlated  entero-epiplocele  worthy    f**"-  M.  agreed  with  me  m  considering 

of  a  place  in  your  journal,  it  is  at  your    ^^  ,*"'**}"  attempts  at  reduction  im- 

service— lam  sir  practicable,    and    only    calculated  to 

Yoir  obedient  servant,  ^^^?  ^^^  chances  of  a  favourable  re- 

A.  Sutton,  M.R.C.S.        ^*^'  ^J"}^^  ^T,«"'  ?^  an  operation  bemg 

Cougieton.  Nov.  1,1842.  "^^^f  ^  ^^  the  patient   and    her 

*     ^  family — an  opinion  borne  out  by  the 

Fisher,  set.  50,  married  woman,    sequel. 

the  mother  of  twelve  children,  residing        On  apprising  the  patient  and  her 
at   Somerford   in  Radnor,  near    four    friends  of  the  nature  of  the  case,  per- 
miles  from  this  place,  has  been  the    mission  was  obtained,  and  the  operation 
subject  of  femoral  hernia  for  about  five    proceeded  with, 
years :    has  never  worn  trusses.    On        An  incision  was  made  in  the  direc- 
Tuesday,  the  19th  day  of  October  last,    tion  of  Poupart's  ligament  along  the  su- 
whilst  endeavouring  to  lift  some  heavy    perior  portion  of  the  tumor,  about  three 
weight  from  the  floor  of  her  house,  felt    and  a  half  inches  in  length,  dividing  the 
the  hernia  suddenly  protrude  with  con-    skin  and  adipose  tissue,  and  laying 
siderable  force,  and  on   examination    bare  the  crural  fascia.    The  inferior  lip 
found  it  to  be  much  larger  than  on  any    was  now  divided  at  right  angles  to  the 
previous  occasion :  had  been  down  se-    first  incision,  and  the  flaps  dissected 
veral  times,  but  only  on  one  occasion  had    back.    A  small  opening  was  made  in 
she  found  it  necessary  to  call  in  the  aid    the  crural  fascia,    a  director   passed 
of  a  surgeon  ;  herself  or  husband  hav-    ri^ht  and  left,  and  the  fascia  divided 
ing  succeeded  in  reducing  it.    On  this    with  the  scalpel  the  whole  length  of 
occasion  the  same  means  were  used    the  first  incision.    On  cutting  through 
from  about  five  o'clock  p.m.,  the  time    some  more  cellular  tissue,  fat,  and  one 
of  the  hernia  protruding,  until  about  ten    or  two  small  glands,  a  second  layer  of 
p.M.withoutanygoodeffect,whenIwa8    fascia  was  divided,  as  in  the  first  in- 
sent  for,  and  first  saw  the  case  at  eleven^  stance,  and  the  sac  was  exposed  of  a 
P.M.  same  day.     On   examination  1    deep  purple  colour.  At  this  period  of  the 
f<mnd  a  considerable  tumor  occupying    operation  the  finger  was  passed  down  to 
two-thirdsofthespace  between  the  right    the  crural  arch,  which  was  divided  by 
ospubisandinferiorspincoftheiliumon    means   of    a  probe-pointed  bistoury, 
same  side,  extending  in  the  direction  of   after  which  an  attempt  was  made  to 
the  inferior  edge  of  Poupart's  ligament,    return  the  hernia  without  opening  the 
From  the  attempts  which  had  been    sac,  which  was  unsuccessful.  On  open- 
already  made  to  reduce  the  hernia,  the    ing  the  sac  a  large  flap  of  omentum, 
tumor  had  become  tender  and  painful    enveloping  a  small  portion  of  the  ilium, 
on  pressure.    Bleeding  and  the  warm    was  exposed,  and,  on  endeavouring  to 
bath  were  had  recourse  to  with  con-    return  theintestine,  a  stricture  was  found 
siderable  advantage,  the  patient  being    at  the  neck  of  the  sac,  which  was  di- 
able  to  bear  pressure  on  the  tumor,    vided.    The  intestine,  which  was  of  a 
The  taxis  was  now  tried,  and  with  the    deep  port-wine  colour,  with  a  few  livid 
usual  auxiliary  means,  enemata,  &c.    streaks    interspersed,    was,    however, 
persisted  in  for  nearly  three  hours  with-    firm,  and,  after  being  released  from  the 
out  any  advantage.    Cold  lotions  were    stricture,  was  returned  into  the  abdo- 
ordered  to  be  applied,  and  ordered  to    men.    About  two  ounces  of  omentum 
be  continued  until  my  return.  was  cut  off,  and  the  wound  closed  by 


224  MR.  SNOW'S  CASE  OF  UTERINE  HAEMORRHAGE. 

sutures.     A  piece  of  oiled  lint  was  informed,  until  near  5  a.m.  the  next 

applied,  and  a  fold  of  linen  dipped  in  momins;,  the  23d,  when  the  bowels 

cold  wash  m-dered  to  be  placea  over  resumed  their  natural  functions;  co- 

the  wound.    Some  warm  brandy  and  pious    evacuations    took    place,     and 

water  was  given,  and  the  patient  re-  when  I  visited  her  at  ten  a.m.  all  the 

placed  in  bed,  expressing  nerself  as  unpleasant   symptoms  had  subsided; 

perfectly  relieved.    Enemata  were  or-  pulse  90,  soft  and  full ;  belly  flaccid, 

dered  to  be  given  every  fourth  hour,  no  pain  on  pressure;  wound  healthy, 
warm   fomentations  to  the   abdomen.      Continue  salines  only.    Ordered  anodynes 

of  A?.inT*i      I^  l!!'''  '^''.T'^^S^        24th,   10  A.M.  -  Patient  continues 

ovpnW^f^;'^'  i^  ^  'T*^,^  '°/?^  doing  ^ell;  had  a  good  night:  t™ 

moved  ^^^^'^•^  ^^^"^^^  ^"^^^ '  ^^"°d  heaU^^ 

Sam'e  day,  J  P.M.-Pulse  90,  soft;  S^^n^Serlele're^"'^^^^  ""^''^  ^ 

pain  much  easier ;  belly  soft ;  stomach  °r"  !^^^^  Bevere. 
quiet;  bowels  firm.  Contmue  salines,  with  anodyne  at  ni^ht. 

Ol.  Ridni  ordered  to  be  continued,  and        ^^^^  to  30th.  —  Convalescent ;    im- 

TlXij.  OL  Croton.  Sap.  Sacch.  Panxill.  proving. 

to  be  taken  immediately.      Continue  — ■ 

^^^^  UTERINE     HiEMORRHAGE,    WITH 
20th,  10  A.M.— Pulse  100 ;'  stomach      RETENTION  OP  THE  PLACENTA. 

irritable;  occasional  vomiting ;  bowels  

obstinate  ;    abdomen  flaccid ;  no  pain        To  the  EdUor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
on  pressure ;  wound  healthy.     Treat-  q,„  "^       ^eaicat  x^aieue. 

ment  same.  *^*"» 

EnemaU  Ol.  Ricini  and  Ol.  Croton.  to  ^ ^^^  **?.^  ^8?  saw  an  article  in  one 

be  repeated.  ^*  ***®  medical  journals  on  a  method  of 

6  P  M-Puise  no  to  .20,  vomiting  i^hth"fuuSn  i!  i"^?  S^ffi 
troublesome ;  stomach  extremely  irri.  spi^t  a  great  deal  of  time  in  lookinir 
^^^^^  for  it,  in  order  that  I  mi^ht  refer  to  it 

Cont.Me£camentautantea.  Effervescing  in  this  communication,  but  have  not 

mixture  ordered  every  fourth  hour.  succeeded.      It  was,'  however,  to,  the 

2l8t,  10  A.M.-Pulse  120, feeble;  had  ^l^^f^^^^f^ov.inc^tloi^^t^ 

a  restless  night ;    bowels  still  firm  •  iT^^r      SH?"'  IT  inefficient  paios, 

stomach  extremely  irritable,  rejecting  2*^  «>"?d^*>enffi' from  introducing  two 

all ;    hiccup ;    tongue  sliffhly  furred  •  °°?^"  ^^^  ^^^  vagina,  and  pressing 

bellv    soft;    bears^  pressure ;    wound  ?^1^"«t  J?«  P<>«/f™j;'Part  during  a  pain, 

healthy.  ^  '  m  imitation  of  the  bearing  down  oTthe 

motory  function  of  the  nerves. 

7  P.M.— Pulse  120,  weak;  hiccup;  ,' ^a'J  not  tried  this  plan  previous  to 
vomiting  continues,  becoming  stereo-  f "®  °^^}'\  ®'  ™  ^^ii^t  ^"t  I  have  found 
raceous.     Same  treatment,  salines,  &c.  ?'  ^*®®^"i  ^^  ^^*^  is>  I  think,  a  mote 

22d,  10  A.M.— Pulse  120  to  130.;  vo-  important  occasion— retention  of  the 

mitmg  continues,  extremely  offensive ;  Placenta  from  inaction,  or  insufficient 

constant  hiccup;  great  anxiety  ;  bowels  a;j;f>on,of  the  uterus,  especially  when 

still   torpid ;    belly  soft,  no  pain  on  S?u®  is  complicated  with  haemorrhage, 

pressure  ;  wound  healthy.  ^"^  following  is  an  outline  of  one  out 

Ordered  brandy  and  water ;  continue  sa-  ""^  i"^^,  ""^a^IZ  '^''^ '"",  , 
lines,  cal.  and  opium  fomentationB,  &c  attended  Mrs.  D.  m  labour  about  a 

Cout.   Enemata  with  Ol.   Ricini  and  ^^^[^  ago.     She  is  the  mother  of  a 

Ol.  Croton.  number  of  children,  and  her  last  four 

.   Did  not  see  the  patient  in  the  even-  ^^Z^'after^he  UrZ^'^^  ^1^ 
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sutfh  as  toeiKUse  debility,  and  greatly  to  is  natural  for  a  parent  to  bring  up  a 

retard  her  reooveiy.    On  the  present  least  one  son  to  his  own  occupation,  it 

occasion  she  was  in  a  very  weak  state  ,i  j  ^^    ,     ,  ^  ,.     .   .     ^     .v,^ 

from  an  affection  of  the  hfp-joint,  and,  ^^"^^  ""^^^  ^,  expedient  to  do  the 

owing  to   the    feebleness  and  incon-  s*™®    ^^^^    half  a  dozen ;    and   most 

stsncv  of  the  pains,  the  child  was  not  fathers  would  be  grateful  to  the  friend 

expelled  till  a  fortnight  after  the  os  who  should  teach  them  the  advantages 
uteri  first  began  to  dilate.    After  the      ^  ^v    ggveral  t>rofpsRions  with  which 

birth  of  the  child,  gentle  traction  of  ^}  ^^^  ^^^^"^  protessions,  witti  wnicn 

the  funis,  and  firm  pressure  over  the.  ^^^7  »''« »ot  experimentally  acquainted, 

region  of  the  utenis,  were  made  for  Mr.  Hudson  has  undertaken  the  office, 

some  minutes,  without  inducing  any  and  in  a  short  manual*  has  furnished 

uterine  contraction ;  and  as  there  was  information    for    parents    of    various 
considerable  and    increasing  naemor-  _  -        xi.         i  u*    j  ^i. 

rhage,  Ifintroduced  two  fingers  into  the  ^^^^^  j—from  thosewho  can  afford  the 

vagina,  and  made  firm  and  continued  suni    required   for   a    commission  in 

pressure  on  the  perineum  with  them,  the  Guards,  to  those  whose  humbler 

The  uterus  commenced  to  contract  the  ambirion  is  satisfied  with  a  clerkship 
instant  this  pressure  was  applied,  and      .  i.*        _.      -vt  ^x.     ^  a 

the  contraction  continued  tin  the  pla-  at  an  auctioneer's.   Nay,  even  the  state 

centa,  together  with  some  coagula,  were  of  hackney  writer  is  explained,  though 

expelled,  when  the    haemorrhage    at  it  is  confessed  that  "  this  emplo3rment 

once  ceased,  and  the  uterus  remained  jg  ^  sort  of  pit  aller  for  a  young  man," 

^l^is^isTv^l^sy  measure,  which  ^^  ^^^"^y  ^f^^"  ^^\  H"^^'^  .^"^^ 

can  be  put  in  force  in  a  moment,  and  °ot  understand    the   minor    retainers 

need  not  interfere  with  any  other  efforts  of   literature,   but  certain  rapid  pen- 
either  to  promote  contraction  of  the  men  who  wait  in  the  public-houses 

s:S:^°o:S.teTt|%fleVl1  ^^-^  chancer  Lane,  till  their  senses 

of  service,  and  that  it  may  occasionally  ^^  required  by  the  iaw-staUoners.   Mr. 

obviate   the  necessity  of  introducing  Hudson  is  impartial  and  clear-sighted, 

the  hand  into  the  uterus-    The  liability  and  has  drawn  a  judicious  sketch  of 

l^/^^T'l'''^l"f''^P'•'"*'^^^  his  subject,  which  will  bear  enlarging 
and  the  increase  of  uterme  action  from       .  ,      ,       .  -r.    u        i_     i  ^ 

plugging  the  vagina,  are,  no  doubt,  ^^^^  advantage.    Perhaps  he  has  not 

physiological     phenomena   indentical  laid    sufficient   stress  on  the   predis- 

witb  the  one  unaer  consideration.    I  do  position  or  fitness  for  particular  pro- 

not,  however,  propose  that  the  above  fessions,  which  is  generally  manifest 

expedient  should  supersede  the  plug  .    ,,  r^        u  i    1     v  u  ^ 

on  any  occasion  where  the  plug  is  ad-  *"  *^^  y^""^^'     ^^  ^^"^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^ 

missible. — 1  remain,  sir,  say  jurisconsultus  nascitur,  non  /it,  yet 

Your  obedient  servant,  it  is  certain  that  at  the  age  when  pro- 

iu»va^  *ov  fl  JOHN  Snow.  fessions  are  chosen,  this  predisposition 

Fntb  street,  Soho  Square,  .  ,  ,     ,  , 

Not.  3, 1SI2.  IS  commonly  so  marked  as  to  make 


■'  some  employments  far  more  eligible 

■     MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  *^»°'he«.    Nor  are  positive  disquali- 

fications    to    be    overlooked,     A  dry 

Frtdfl^f,  November  1 1,  1842.  abrupt  manner  would  be  a  most  serious 

hindrance  to  a  practitioner  of  physic, 

'*  Licet  omnibas,  licet  etimm  mihi,  dii^nitatem  .        ,                          .     ,               i*        x 

ArtitMediue  tueri;  potestiw  modo  veniendi  in  ^^  whom  are  required,  according  to  an 

pubUcnm  tit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuso."  ingenious  writer, "  those  qualities  which 

'  may  serve  to  render  him  an  agreeable 

CHOICE  OP  A  PROFESSION.  companion :   for  the  family  physician 

T    •-  ««'j  *v.  *  •    TT-  J    *       *v.  should  always  be  the  family  friend." 

It  is  said  that  m  Hindostan  the  mem-  ^^             ^  .           ,:,.,.,     ,. 

,          e                 ^    •        •  ui       ju  No  one,  a^in,  would  think  of  recom- 

bers  of  every  caste  mvanably  adhere  '   °      ' 

to  the  employment  followed  by  their  «  The  Pu-eot's  U«nd-Book ;  or,  Guide  to  the 

IbnAthers.     In  England,  though   it  .?iSS:  £l  •^^IfTliSttSS'ftS"' "*"• 

780.— XXXI.  Q 
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mending  the  law  for  a  lad  of  less  than  The  problem  is  solved  by  giving  the 
average  powers  of  comprehension,  details  on  which  it  is  founded.  In  the 
On  the  other  hand,  if  a  young  man  first  place,  then,  what  is  the  premium 
shows  marks  of  decided  talent,  not  for  a  five  years' apprenticeship?  "Inde- 
measured  by  the  fond  partiality  of  pendently  of  board,"  says  Mr.  Hudson* 
relations,  but  by  the  stem  gauge  of  «  which  is  a  matter  more  susceptible  of 
schools  and  universities,  if  he  is  ready  calculation,  the  fee  for  a  London  prac- 
with  tongue  and  pen,  and  ambitious  of  titioner,  whose  practice  is  moderate, 
occupying  the  highest  places  in  society,  'say  £300  or  £400  per  annum,  is  about 
what  profession  can  equal  the  barP  £50,  and  it  would  not  be  very  far  fiom 
The  business  of  an  advocate  consists,  the  truth  to  calculate  the  fee  in  eveiy 
in  great  measure,  in  doing  for  the  afiairs  case  in  the  same  proportion  to  the 
of  common  life,  what,  according  to  annual  value  of  the  master's  practice." 
Pope,  Newton  did  for  the  theory  of  the  In  the  case  supposed,  therefore,  the 
solar  system — all  was  darkness  before,  pupil,  whom  we  may  imagine  to  be 
and  he  made  all  hght.  To  disentangle  living  under  his  father's  roof,  and  feed- 
truth  from  the  confused  statements  of  ing  on  the  feunily  joint,  will  learn  the 
fools,  and  the  wilful  perversions  of  covenanted  sciences  at  the  rate  of  ten 
knaves,  is  his  especial  ofiice.  And  as  pounds  a  year.  Then  come  the  school 
Bacon  affirms  that  those  who  are  "  not  fees,  and  the  two  diplomas,  not  very  for- 
apt  to  beat  over  matters,  and  to  call  midable  chevaux  de  frite  either.  Mr. 
upon  one  thing  to  prove  and  illustrate  Guthrie,  indeed,  in  a  clinical  lecture 
another"*  should  study  tlie  lawyers'  lately  published  in  the  Lancet,  talks  of 
cases ;  so  to  those  who  are  already  these  expenses  in  a  tone  of  exulting 
gifted  with  this  faculty  of  illustration,  regret,  lauding  himself  for  having  con* 
the  bar  offers  its  immense  rewards,  tributed  to  make  them  small,  yet  not 
To  such  a  man,  adorned  with  such  altogether  pleased  with  them  for  being 
varied  qualifications,  we  may  boldly  so  low. 

say —  But  we  would  ask  Mr.  Hudson,  or 

I,  bone,  and  yirtu  tua  te  Tocat ;  i  pede  fmnsto,  rather,  those  parents  whom   he   ad- 

A  parent  fresh  to  the  subject  would  ^^^^  a  son  to  a  practitioner  whose  in- 

not  find  it  easy  to  make  out  from  Mr.  ^^^  j,  ^^jy  j^^  ^^  £400  a  year  j  and 

Hudson's  book  why  the  medical  pro-  t^us  devote  him,  for  at  least  three 

fession  is  so  ridiculously  overstocked  5  p,ecions  irrevocable  years,  to  the  slight 

for  he  aflffrms.  firsUy,  that  it  costs  a  opportunities  of  pharmacy  afforded  by 

good  round  sum  (toward  which  the  go  small  a  practice  P 

student  cannot  earn  a  shilling)  to  get  yf^  j^^^  ^^^^  j^,  Hudson  that  the 

into  it ;  and,  secondly,  that  it  takes  acquirement  of  "  a    neat  dispensing 

time  before  an  income  can  be  obtained,  hand"  is  desirable :  but  this  should  be 

Mr.  Hudson,  however,  in  the  course  of  gimj^  ^j  ^^h  a  practitioner  of  many 

the  chapter,  solves  this  difficult  piob-  patients;  or,  better  stiU,  in  a  chemist', 

lem,  which  seems  a  contradiction  in  g),on. 

terms ;  for  if  a  profession  is  guarded  by  ^ive  years  ago  we  gave  the  statistioi 

an  expensive  education,  and  years  of  ^f  pluckmg  at   Apothecaries'    Hall, 

dull  esjectancy  after  entrance,  how  ^^^h  a  commentary-.     Some  pupila, 

can  It  be  filled  to  excess  ?    Such  ex-  „    ^^    t^ere    showed,   are  rejected 

ceUent  c/.«fl«*  */m«  can  be  cleared  ,„„  ignorance   of  anatomy,   othen 

only  by  well-mounted  ndeis.  from  unacquaintance  with  the  materia 

*  BMays.    Of  Stodiet.  -^  U%d.  Gazbttb,  Aoipist,  5, 1S37,  p.  693-S. 
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nediea ;  still  buk  firom  a  combined  a  school  as  you  would  a  tailor,  or  a 
igoorance  of  several  subjects.  Of  wine-merchant,  among  those  who  do 
106  plucked  in  one  year,  96  were  sent  not  advertise ;  but,  alas !  they  are  all 
back  solely  on  account  of  their  igno-  tarred  with  the  same  brush,  they  all 
ranee  of  Latin.  Not  a  few  were  advertise !  The  only  resource,  there- 
unable  to  translate  a  single  precrip-  foreis,  the  advice  of  an  honest  and  weU- 
tion;  and,  in  short,  every  variety  informed  friend. 
of  defect  was  found  within  the  limits  *'  There  is  no  profession,**  says  Mr. 
of  the  subjects  which  form  the  cur-  Hudson,  **  in  which  it  is  so  difficult  to 
riculum  of  the  Society.  But  we  make  a  beginning  as  in  that  of  medi- 
never  learned,  either  from  public  re«  cine ;  and  there  is  too  much  truth  in 
cord  or  private  conversation,  that  the  vulgar  saying,  that  by  the  time 
Greek  and  Dynamics  were  among  the  when  a  physician  earns  bread  and 
topics  of  examination  at  Blackfnars ;  cheese  he  has  no  longer  any  teeth  to  eat 
.  and  we  therefore  think  that  Mr.  Hud-  them  with." 

son  frightens  our  budding  practitioners  The  same  thing  is  popularly  asserted 
needlessly,  in  what  he  says  on  this  of  the  Law.  Yet  as  every  young  bar- 
part  of  the  subject  rister  is  indulged  with  a  brief  or  two 

Itisacommon'thinginbooksof  phy-  during  his  first  circuits,  it  is  equally 

siology  to  mention  the  force  with  which  true  that  every  physician  or  surgeon  is 

the  heart  circulates  the  blood,  and  the  entrusted  with  cases  during  his  early 

Inquiry,  "  how  great  is  the  force  stated  years  of  practice.    But  to  turn  tiieseex- 

to  be,"  might  be  called  a  question  in  ploratory  fees  rapidly  into  a  handsome 

dyamics.    So  be  it.  But  as  to  constru-  income  is  given  only  to  the  few  men 

ing  Greek,  we  suspect  that  many  who  of  talent  quos  Jupiter  aguus  amavit. 

pass  a  very  creditable  examination  at  If  the  beginner,  however,  sets  up  as  a 

the  Hall  would  be  sorely  perplexed  to  general  practitioner,  Mr.  Hudson  di- 

know  whether  a  Greek  book  was  turned  vides  the  problem  into  two  cases.    He 

upside  down  or  not  first  imagines  him  to  have  a  private 

It  is  generally  stipulated,  says  Mr.  house,  with  a  coloured  lamp  over  his 

Hudson,  that  during  the  fourth  and  door,  and  believes   it   probable  that 

fifth  years  of  his  apprenticeship  the  twelve  months  will  elapse  before  any 

pupil  shall  be  at  liberty  to  attend  lee-  body  will  put  his  services  in  requisi- 

tures  &c..     All  prudent  parents,  we  tion.    So  entire  a  lack  of  practice  must 

think,  will  do  well  to  stipulate  that  their  assuredly  be  rare ;  and  presupposes  a 

sons  be  allowed  to  study  their  profession  want    of  that   confidence  which    he 

during  a  much  longer  period ;  as  two  ought  naturally  to   have   conciliated 

years  are  insufficient  to  gallop  through  during  his  years  of  study, 

the  lectures  required  by  the  Hall  alone.  Of  course   we   coincide  with   Mr. 

We  agree  with  the  author  in  his  Hudson  in  the  opinion  that  an  open 
warning  against  those  schools  whose  shop  is  a  more  immediate  road  to  prac- 
sole  recommendation  is  their  cheap-  tice.  When  such  a  shop,  in  a  populous 
ness ;  but  we  cannot  assent  to  his  pro-  neighbourhood,  is  tenanted  by  a  man 
posal,  that  the  student  should  select  a  of  genial  manners,  the  difficulty  of 
school  for  himself,  by  collating  the  ad-  making  a  beginning  vanishes ;  and 
▼ertisements  which  appear  in  the  Lon-  when  we  join  this  truth  with  the  other 
don  papers  during  the  month  of  Sep-  fact  of  the  £50  apprenticeship  fee,  we 
tember.  If  the  recommendation  could  begin  to  see  why  the  profession  is  over- 
be  followed,  we  should  rather  say,  choose  peopled;   a  painful  certainty,  which. 


228  BRITISH  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Tinder  Mr.  Hudson's  original  theory,  the  many  cvila  requiring  correction,   that 

was  auite  inexDlicable      As  for  buvinff  ^^^^^  '^^^  acknowledged  and  legaUy-ooMti- 

was  quite  mexpiicaoie.     as  lor  Du>ing  ^^^  ^^^  through  which  the  legidatnre  of 

a  practice,  this  is  not  quite  so  good  as  ^^  country  can  be  made  acquainted  with  the 

it  seems ;  for  "  the  new  man  will  some-  real  deficiencies  in  the  existing  medical  inati- 

times  find  that  the  paUents  have  ca-  tntion..  norwith  tl»grie»M.e«of  wMAthe 

M        X,  »  Taat  majority  of  our  professional  brethren 

priciously   decided   to    transfer    their  have  so  long  and  repeatedly  complained.    In 

troubles  to  the  care  of  another."  the  absence  of  such  a  representative  body, 

"  Capriciously,"  forsooth !    To  us  the  ^^^  ^"^^  o^  enlightening  the  legislatare  and 

-,.,    .     .1.^  T»'.*ur  the  government  has  devolved  on  the  vanoos 

oddity  IS,  that  so  many  British  freemen  „^^j^  associations ;  and  it  is  eamcstiy  to 

can   consent  to  be  bought   and  sold  be  hoped  that  now,  when  the  great  problem 

aftfir  this  fashion.     Do  not  they  know  which  has  engrossed  so  much  of  the  attention 

that  they  are  transferred  to  the  new  ^^  ^^rn^'^.^^^J^TS^ 

leech  on  the  strength  of  the  goodness  will  be  made  in  order  that  the  exertions  of 

of  his  draughts — not  those  in  phials,  so  many  years  may  not  be  rendered  nnga- 

!«,*  fU^oo  ««  Koni,ai.c  9  tory.     In  the  observations  which  I  have  to 

but  those  on  bankers  ?  ^^/^  .^  ^.,j  ^  ^^.^^^^  ^   ^^^^^^  ^^ 

On    the    whole,    Mr.    Hudson    has  question  of  medical  reform  in  three  pouits  of 

pleased  us  much  with  his  sketch,  and  view: — 

we  wish  every  success  to  his  laudable  Jf\^  **  ^^^"^  ^  education  of  the 

■»  j*^  1-      •  ^     ^  student, 

endeavour    to    diffuse    the  important        2d.  As  it  regards  the  rights  of  the  practi- 

facts  which  form  its  basis : —  tioner. 

To  know  ^^^*  lastly,  as  it  concerns  the  public. 

That  which  before  us  lies  in  daily  life  And,  first,  with  respect  to  education,  I 

Is  the  prime  wisdom.  may  remark  that  this  is  a  subject  which  has 

alwajrs  been  a  prominent  object  of  interest  to 
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refer  to  the  records  of  what  has  taken  place 

since  the  subject  of  medical  reform  has  been 

Thb  Sixth    Anniversary  Meeting  of    this  actively  discussed,  we  shaU  find  that  indiri- 

Association  took  pUtce  on  the  evening  of  duals  of  all  shades  of  opinion  have  united  in 

Tuesday,   the  8th,   at   the   British   Coffee  theeamest  expression  of  a  desire  to  raise  the 

House,  when  the  following  address  was  de-  standard  of  education  to  the  highest  point 

livered  by  R.  D.  Grainobr,  Esq.  which  may  be  found  to  be  consistent  with 

Gkntlbmen, — ^The  great  object   which  providing  a  sufilcient  number  of  well-in- 

this  Association  has  with  so  much  persever-  structed  and  enlightened  practitioners  for  die 

ance  exerted  itself  to  accomplish,  has  been  wants  of  the  country.     That  this  is  a  deside- 

so  ably  discussed,  and  so  repeatedly  consi-  ratum  yet  to  be  attained,  will,  I  believe,  be 

dered  in  all  its  bearings,  by  severs!  of  the  doubted  by  few  of  those  whose  attention  has 

most  distinguished  members  of  our  profes-  been  directed  to  the  subject.    I  freely  admit, 

aion,  that  I  have  little  hope  either  of  extend-  what  indeed  has  been  universally  conceded, 

ing  your  acquaintance  with  a  subject  with  that  the  Apothecaries'  Company  have  made 

which  those  I  have  the  honour  of  addressing*  most  successful  efforts  to  promote  thisessen- 

are  already  so  familiar,  or  of  adducing  argu-  tial  object,  and  that  to  the  successive  exten- 

ments  which  possess  the  charm  of  novelty,  sion  of  their  curriculum  very  large  part  of 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  present  is  so  event-  the  advance  made  by  the  profession  at  large, 

ful  a  monvent  in  the   history  of   medical  in  scientific  knowledge,  is  attributable.     As 

reform,  that  every  individual,  who  is  really  it  is  through  the  medium  of  this  body  that 

desirous  of  securing  the  triumph  of  that  im-  the  great  majority  of  practitioners  enter  the 

portant  question,  is  bound  to  contribute  his  profession,  its  character  and  operations  be- 

assistance,    however  trifling  it  may  be,  to  come  objects  of  moment.     Without  indulg- 

advance  the  cause  we  all  profess  to  advocate,  ing  in  any  personal  allnsionB,  it  is  necessary 

From  the  experience  of  the  last  session  of  to  point  out  distinctly  that  neither  the  con- 
Parliament,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  stitution  of  the  examining  hoard,  nor  the 
the  ensuing  one  the  Government  will  bring  powers  under  which  it  acts,  are  calculated  to 
forward  some  measures  bearing  upon  the  realise  what  the  spirit  of  the  age  demands, 
interests  of  the  profession ;  and  it  may  be  It  is  not  becoming  that  the  most  important 
reasonably  supposed  that  the  character  of  affair  connected  with  a  liberal  profession 
the  changes  proposed  will  very  much  depend  should  be  entrusted  to  a  trading  company, 
upon  the  conduct  pursued  by  the  ffl^t  body  nor  that  the  only  act  of  Parliament  regulating 
of  medical  practitioners.     It  is  one  among  medical  education  should  compel  a  man  of 
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vdence  to  commence  his  career  aa  if  be  were  discourage  the  noble  aspirations  after  acade- 
entering  upon  a  mere  handicraft  occupation,  mic  honours  which  clearly  actuate  a  large 
by  a  lengthened  apprenticeship.  The  clause  number  of  the  rising  members  of  our  profes- 
enforcing  thi3  apprenticeship  of  five  years  sion ;  so  that  instead  of  finding  the  fostering 
has  been,  in  the  estimation  of  those  best  qua-  care  of  a  liberal  institution  to  cheer  him  on- 
lified  to  form  an  opinion,  the  great  barrier  to  .^ward  in  the  toilsome  path  by  which  alone 
the  scientific  education  of  the  medical  student  scientific  distinction  is  to  be  attained,  the 
in  this  country,  and  until  it  is  entirely  effaced  English  student  must  make  his  way  under 
from  the  statute  book,  all  attempts  to  effect  every  discouragement,  and  not  only  have  his 
improvement  in  this  way  will  be  vain.  It  is,  attention  distracted  by  preparing  for  two  or 
for  instance,  mainly  owing  to  this  clause  that  three  separate  examinations,  but  must  incur 
young  men  enter  the  profession  at  so  early  an  extra  payment,  which  always  presses  hard 
an  age  that  there  is  not  sufficient  time  for  on  his  limited  resources,  and  but  too  often 
that  preliminary  education,  the  want  of  acts  as  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  the  at- 
which  has  been  so  generally  lamented.  It  is  tainment  of  the  honourable  and  legitimate 
true,  indeed,  that  the  Court  of  Examiners,  object  of  his  ambition, 
perceiving  the  evils  of  their  own  regulations,  I  have  been  induced  to  dwell  upon  some 
have  recommended  the  student  to  devote  a  of  the  evils  affecting  our  junior  brethren,  be- 
part  of  the  period  allotted  to  the  apprentice-  cause,  from  the  nature  of  my  pursuits,  I  have 
ship,  to  the  attendance  on  lectures,  &c. ;  but  for  many  years  witnessed  the  injustice  under 
to  my  certain  knowledge,  in  a  great  number  which  they  have  suffered,  and  because,  in  the 
of  instances,  this  advice,  from  ignorance  or  various  pamphlets  and  addresses  to  which 
other  causes,  is  not  followed.  Repeated  the  subject  of  medical  reform  has  given  rise, 
cases  have  been  stated  to  me  of  young  men  this  branch  of  the  question  has  not  received 
having  been  occupied  during  the  whole  five  all  the  attention  it  merits, 
years  in  the  mere  business  of  dispensing.  So  much  has  been  written  and  said,  touch- 
The  apprenticeship  clause  is  not  only  ob-  ing  the  grievances  of  the  general  body  of 
jectionable,  for  the  reasons  just  stated,  but  it  practitioners,  whether  surgeons  or  physi- 
inflicts,  as  it  appears  to  me,  another  and  a  cians,  that  I  will  only  engage  your  attention 
more  serious  injustice  upon  the  student,  from  a  few  moments  whilst  I  point  to  a  few  of 
which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  he  will  be  speedily  the  more  prominent  causes  of  complaint, 
relieved.  The  Court  of  Examiners,  by  extend-  The  whole  of  these  may  be  distinctly  traced 
ing  the  period  of  attendance  upon  lectures  to  the  indifference  evinced  by  the  governing 
and  hospital  practice  tothreewintersandtwo  bodies  to  the  feelings  and  welfare  of  their 
summers,  without  previously  obtaining  from  members.  The  very  circumstance  of  our 
the  legislature  a  repeal  of  the  apprenticeship  meeting  this  evening,  and  the  institution  of 
clause,  have  virtually,  in  a  great  number  of  so  many  associations  throughout  the  empire, 
instances,  compelled  the  pupil  to  be  engaged  is  a  proof  that  those  who  have  been  invested 
eight  years  in  the  profession  before  he  could  with  power  for  the  protection  of  the  profes- 
obtain  the  license  to  practise.  Now,  when  sion,  and  for  the  advancement  of  medical 
it  is  considered  that  four  years  is  the  longest  science,  have  not  faithfully  discharged  their 
period  of  study  required  in  the  most  cele-  trust ;  for  the  members  of  an  active  profes- 
brated  universities  in  Europe  preparatory  to  sion,  whose  incessant  pursuits  leave  them  but 
taking  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  the  little  leisure  to  engage  in  other  matters, 
injustice  of  compelling  the  English  student  would  not  have  devoted  so  much  of  their 
to  devote  twice  &&t  time  in  order  to  become  time  and  attention  to  the  subject  of  medical 
8  mere  licentiate  of  a  City  company,  is  ren-  reform,  if  they  had  not  felt  it  to  be  an  act  of 
dered  conspicuous.  When  such  a  demand  public  duty  thus  to  step  out  of  their  ordi- 
is  made  on  the  time  and  purse  of  a  student,  nary  occupations,  in  order  to  rectify  abuses 
he  has  a  just  claim  to  the  distinction  which  a  from  which  both  they  and  the  community  are 
degpree  would  confer ;  and  that  such  distinc-  the  sufferers. 

tions  sure  eagerly  sought  after,  is  proved  by  The  complaints  of  the  general  members  of 
the  large  number  of  young  men  who  seek  to  the  profession  may  be  referred  to  two  classes 
acquire  the  diploma  of  the  University  of  — one  cbnceming  privileges,  the  other  re- 
London.  Last  year  as  many  as  80  students  specting  positive  right. 
presented  themselves  for  examination ;  and  The  experience  of  the  few  last  years  has 
as  the  degree  confers  no  legal  title  as  to  shown  that  a  very  general  and  growing  feel- 
practice,  it  is  clear,  what  my  individual  expe-  ing  of  dissatisfaction  exists  in  the  profes- 
rienoe  confirms,  that  the  main  inducement  sion  respecting  the  manner  in  which  the 
was  the  btmour  of  belonging  to  a  liberal  and  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  have 
learned  body.  I  know  no  circumstance  more  exercised  their  powers  ;  and  when  we  recol- 
honourable  to  our  profession  than  this  fact,  lect  that  the  great  body  of  members  have 
which  in  itself  speaks  volumes  as  to  the  want  been,  and  continue  to  be,  pertinaciously 
of  a  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  this  metropolis,  excluded  from  all  participation,  both  in  the 
As  it  is,  there  is  at  present  every  thing  to  honours  of  the  profession  and  the  manage- 
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mentofits  affairs,  it  requires  but  little  insight  are  called  pure  surgeons,  would  only  tend 
into  the  springs  of  human  isu^tion  to  perceive  to  perpetuate  those  dissensions  in  tti  pro- 
that  so  long  as  a  system  which  is  thus  re-  fession,  which  are,  I  belieye,  entirely  attri- 
pugnant  to  every  feeling  of  self-respect  is  butable  to  misgovemment.  It  has  always 
persisted  in,  there  never  can  be,  and,  what  is  appeared  to  me  a  most  difficult  thing  to 
more,  there  neverought  to  be,  a  cessation  from  comprehend  how  a  body  of  honourable  and 
every  fair  and  legitimate  means  of  opposi-  distinguished  men  should  ever  support  a 
tion.  Somepersons  may  indeed  consider  these  system  which  deprives  so  many  of  their  pro- 
questions  as  unworthy  the  notice  of  scientific  fessional  brethren  of  those  privileges  to  whidi 
men ;  but  we  do  not  find  that  in  other  pro-  their  education  and  scientific  attainments  so 
fesaions  there  is  any  indifference  to  such  fairly  entitle  them ;  and  still  more,  how  tins 
matters  :  the  titles,  dignities,  and  power  exclusion  can  tend  to  promote,  as  it  has  been 
attached  to  them,  being  considered  as  fair  asserted  it  does,  the  standing  and  respecta- 
and  honourable  objects  of  ambition.  bility  of  the  profession.     I  confess  that,  in 

In  the  case  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  my  opinion,  it  would  contribute  mudi  more 
there  is  an  additional  and  most  just  cause  to  revive  the  honour  and  influence  of  the 
of  complaint,  that  the  ground  of  disqualifi-  medical  body  in  the  estimation  of  the  corn- 
cation  is  made  to  infer  a  positive  inferiority  munity,  if,  instead  of  the  invidious  conduct 
on  the  part  of  those  excluded ;  the  vast  it  has  been  our  lot  to  witness  and  lament, 
majority  of  English  practitioners  being  re-  the  existing  corporations  had  exerted  tlie 
presented  to  the  public  as  forming  a  lower  great  influence  they  possess,  to  raise  the 
grade  of  the  profession.  In  the  scheme  of  standard  of  education,  to  protect  the  just 
reform  lately  brought  forward  by  the  Council  rights  of  their  members,  and,  spedally,  to 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  it  is  understood  cut  from  their  number,  as  they  would  a 
that  the  same  principle,  which  has  hitherto  tainted  spot,  those  selfiah  empirics  who  only 
been  acted  on  by  that  body,  was  still  recog-  avail  themselves  of  the  title  of  an  honourable 
nized.  Assuming  this  to  be  the  case,  it  may  profession  to  effect,  vrith  more  deadly  cer- 
be  desirable  to  pause  for  a  moment,  and  tainty,  their  unhallowed  pursuits, 
inquire  what  that  principle  is,  which  is  thus  That  the  public  rights  of  the  great  body 
so  tenaciously  retained.  It  is,  as  far  aa  I  of  the  profession  are,  at  tins  time,  almost 
understand,  tiiis — that  the  practice  of  me-  entirety  neglected,  is  proverbial.  Aa  I  shidl 
dicine  (as  contra-distinguished  from  that  of  immediately  have  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
surgery)  or  of  midwifery,  disqualifies  the  subject  of  illegal  practice,  1  will  in  this  place 
individual  so  practising  from  all  participa-  only  adduce  the  treatment  experience  by 
tion,  even  the  most  insignificant,  in  the  the  general  practitioner  under  the  New  Poor 
honours  or  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Law,  in  support  of  the  above  position.  It  is 
College.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  hesitate  difficult  to  conceive  that,  if  the  Colleges  of 
to  say  that  no  proposition  could  be  con-  Physicians  and  Surgeons  had  publicly  inter- 
ceived  more  injurious  to  the  real  interest  of  fered  when  that  measure  was-  before  the 
surgical  science,  than  this  attempt  to  perpe-  legislature,  the  obnoxious  mode  of  appointing 
tuate  that,  distinction  between  medicine  and  remunerating  the  medical  officers  could 
and  surgery,  which  the  unanimous  voice  of  ever  have  been  put  into  operation.  Even 
the  profession  has  declared  to  be  equally  when  the  general  attention  of  the  profession 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  both.  had  been  called  to  the  subject,  we  heard  of 

It  is  the  highest  glory  of  modem  surgery,  no  public  remonstrances  from  the  consti- 

that,  by  medical  treatment,  the  necessity  of  tuted  medical  authorities  ;    and  it  was,   I 

operations  has  been  obviated  in  a  vast  num-  believe,  mainly  owing  to  tiie  parliamentary 

her  of  cases,  in   which  formerly  the  only  inquiry,  for  which  the  profession  is  indebted 

hope  of  relief  was  in  a  painful  mutilation ;  to  Mr.  Wakley,  and  seconded  by  the  reite- 

and  all  those  who  are  anxious  to  alleviate  the  rated  remonstrances  of  this  and  other  asao- 

■ufferings  of  our  race  would  assuredly  exert  ciations,  that  those  ameliorations  were  ^- 

their  power  to  encourage  the  practitioner  of  fected,  by  which  the  rights  of  the  medical 

surgery  to  persevere  in  the  same  direction  :  practitioner  and  the  claims  of  the  poor  have, 

least  of  all  would  they  wish  to  see  a  retro-  to  a  certain  extent,  been  esUblished.     It  is 

grade  movement,  sanctioned  by  the  autho-  the  opinion  of  several  gtntlemen,  who  have 

rities  that  be,  towards  the  principles  of  those  paid  great  attention  to  this  subject,  that  the 

dark  ages  when  medicine  and  surgery  were  Union  districts  are  still  too  large ;  and  I 

divided  between  the  monks  and  their  barbers,  think  that  no  true  reformer  can  approve  of 

At  atime  when  all  classes  of  medical  men  are,  the  alteration  which,  in   many  cases,  will 

from  conviction,  agreed  that  there  should  be  enable  the  appointment  of  medical  attendants 

an  uniform  education  for  the  surgeon  and  to  be  for  life.     It  would,  in  all  probability, 

the  physician,  it  is  apparent  that  a  plan  tend  to  a  more  active  discharge  of  the  duties 

which  would  disfranchise  the  great  body  of  of  that  important  office,  if  the  election  took 

practitioners,  and  place  the  elective  power  place  every  every  three  or  four  years, 
irt  the  hands  of  about  two  hundred  of  what         In  attending  to  the  interest  which  the 
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public  haye  in   the  question  we  are  this  sanitary  condition  of  the  labouring  popu- 

evening  met  to  consider,  it  would  be  super-  lation. 

iluous  in  this  room  to  adduce  any  argument  In  conclusion,  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed 

to  show  how  immediately  the  welfare  of  the  to  occupy  your  attention  a  few  moments, 

commnnity  is  affected  by  the  degree  of  edu-  while  I  allude  to  some  of  the  more  impor- 

cation  which   the  medical  practitioner  re-  tant  alterations  which  have  been  suggested 

oeives  ;  nor  need  I  pause  to  point  out  that  in  order  to  rectify  the  existing  evils. 

exactly  in  the  ratio  as  the  latter  becomes  Those  who  have  advocated  the  reform  of 

enlightened  does  his  power  of  dispensing  the  profession  have  been  frequently  blamed, 

good  medicine  increase.     It  may,  then,  be  by  members  of  parliament  and  others,  that 

assumed  that  the  highest  interests  of  society  although  they  had  so  much  of  which  to 

are  implicated  in  all  that  relates  to  raising  the  complain,   they  were    not    agreed    among 

standard  of  professional  education ;  and  it  is  themselves  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of 

this   consideration    more  especially   which  the  remedies  required.     I  believe,  however, 

ought  to  induce  the'  government  of   the  that  although  there  are  some  differences  of 

country  to  take  this  all-important  question  opinion,  they  do  not  relate  to  what  appear 

under  its  immediate  and  earnest  notice.  to  be  the  essential  points,  upon  which  the 

But  the  public  are  also  affected  in  another  great  body  of  the  profession  are  agreed, 

great  principle  embodied  in  every  oompre-  The  first  great  principle,  which  has  com- 

hensive  scheme  of  reform — the  suppression,  manded  almost  universal  assent,  is  the  in- 

namely,  of  illegal  practice.     To  expect,  by  corporation  of  all  legally  qualified  members 

any  Iq^slative  enactment,  entirely  to  sup-  of  the  profession.    This  principle  was  fully 

press  quackery,  is,  I  believe,  a  vain  antici-  recognised  by  the   delegates  who   met  in 

pation ;  so  long  as  there  are  knaves  and  London  in  1841. 

fools  in  the  world,  will  there  be  professions  A  second  and  equally  important  principle 

of  cure  by  ignorant  pretenders.     Indeed,  has  been  universally  adopted  by  all  parties 

when  we  consider  how  numerous  is  still  the  in  the  profession,  namely,  that  the  education 

class  of  incurable  diseases,  and  the  occasional  of  every  person  proposing    to    become  a 

success  which  attends  bold  and  empirical  medical    practitioner,   whether  surgeon  or 

practice,  however  much  we  may  lament  the  physician,  should  be  uniform,  and  carried  to 

fadf  we   can  scarcely  be  surprised  that,  the  highest  point  consistent  with  supplying 

when  science  can  hold  out  no  hope  of  relief,  the  wants  of  the  public, 

the  sufferer  should  sometimes  catch  at  the  A  third  principle,  which  may,  I  think,  be 

confident  promises  of  the  undaunted  quack,  regarded  as  essential  to  the  ultimate  success 

Knowing  the  strong  feelings  of  the  profes-  of  all  improvement,  is  that  of  the  represen- 

aion  on  this  subject,  I  am  diffident  as  to  the  tative    system — the  governing  body  being 

correctness  of  my  own  judgment,  but  I  cer-  elected  by  the  legally  qualified  members, 

tainly  agree  with  those  who,  like  my  es-  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  one  of  the 

teemed  firiend  Dr.  Hodgkin,  think  that  all  points  upon  which  much  difference  of  opinion 

that  can  be  effected  by  legal  enactment  is,  will  arise,  and  which  will,  in  all  probability, 

in  the  first  place  to  prevent  the  empiric  be  opposed  by  the  Government.    When  the 

assuming  any  title  whidi  he  has  not  really  important  duties  which  would  devolve  on 

obtained,  so  that  he  shall  'be  compelled  to  the  Governing  Council  are  considered,  and 

write  himself  down  a  quack  ;  and,  secondly,  especially  when  it  is  recollected  that  the 

he  should  be  punished  as  for  a  misdemeanor,  interest  of  the  community  would,  in  various 

whenever  his  ignorance  leads  him  into  in-  ways,  be  implicated  in  the  decisions  of  that 

jurious  mistakes,  either  of  commission  or  body,  it  is  neither  to  be  expected  nor  wished 

omission.     At  the  present  time,  however,  that  the  Government  should  not  have  some 

no  attempt  whatever  seems  to  be  made  to  control  over  its  proceedings.    The  addition 

repress  illegal  practice ;  so  that  the  empiric  of   a  certain  number  of   non-professional 

has  a  clear  field  before  him.    The  only  body  individuals  to  be  appointed  by  die  Govem- 

which  pretends  to  interfere  is  the  Apothe-  ment  would  be  one  obvious  means  of  meeting 

caries'  Company ;  and  they,  of  late,  appear  the  difficulty :   another,  and,  I  think,  more 

to  have  abandoned  this  part  of  their  duty  as  satisfactory  plan,  would  be  to  render  the 

a  hopeless  affair ;  so  that,  unless  some  speedy  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

and  effectual  change  be  introduced,  there  is  Home  Department  necessary  to  all  the  regu- 

great  reason   to  fear  that  we  shall  lapse  lations  of  the  Council  which,  in  the  opinion 

a|;ain  into  the  state  of  the  profession  prior  of  that  officer,  concern  the  interests  of  the 

to  Ihe  act  of  1815.  public.    To  such  a  constitutional  control, 

I  need  add  nothing  to  what  has  been  for  virtually  it  would  be  that  of  Parliament, 

already  so  repeatedly  enforced  respecting  there  could  be  no  reasonable  objection, 

the  great  public  advantage  of  a  Board  of  The  duties  of  a  Council  thus  to  be  ap- 

Health,  the  want  of  which  has  been  lately  pointed  would  be  to  make  the  necessary 

most  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  interesting  arrangements,  which  should  be  uniform  in 

and  able  report  of  Mr.  Cfaadwick  on  the  the  three  kingdoms,  for  examinin       Iperson 
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desirous  of  obtaining  a  license  to  practise,  affected  ;  but  the  published  proceedings  mad 

to  determine  the  extent  and  mode  of  edaca-  opinions  of  those  who  adTOcate  reform,  show 

tion  of  the  student,  and  to  act  as  a  board  of  that  there  is  every  desire  on  their  part  to 

health.     In  any  general  plan  of  improve-  preserve,  as  far  as  may  be  feasible,  the  powert 

ment,  it  is  earnestiy  to  be  hoped — that  those  and  funds  of  the  various  Colleges  and  Uoir 

entrusted  with  the  responsible  office  of  dis-  versities.      Let  us,  then,  hope,  that  there 

pensing  medicines— the  druggists  and  che-  may  be  sufficient  public  spirit  among  the 

mists,  namely,  should  be  required  to  pass  an  existing  corporations   to   induce   them    to 

examination  touching  their  knowledge  of  the  sacrifice,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary,  their 

properties  of  drugs,  chemistry,  and  so  forth,  own  peculiar  privileges,  to  the  public  good> 

The  question  which  has  been,  and  will  be,  and  that  we  may  see  all  the  branches  of  oar 

most  warmly  discussed,  is,  how  far  the  insti-  common  profession  continuing  to  elevate  it 

tution  of  such  a  faculty  would  interfere  with  in  dignity,  and  to  extend  it  in  utility.    But 

the  interest  of  existing  institutions.     As,  if  this  may  not  be,  let  all  who  are  sincere  in 

according  to  the  plan  most  generally  ap-  their  professions  as  reformers  steadily  iper' 

proved,  the  body  above  contemplated  would  severe,  in  the  full  conviction  that  what  they 

only  grant  a  license  to  practise,  there  is  every  seek  being  in  itself  both  reasonable  and  just, 

reason  to  suppose,  from  past  experience,  must  ultimately  succeed;  for,  to  conclude 

that  a  large  number  of  the  licentiates  would  with  the  words  of  one  of  the  most  distin- 

still  apply  to  the  College  of  Physicians  and  guished  members  of  our  profession.  Sir  Jamea 

Surgeons  for  their  diplomas,  and  that  thus  Clark,  we  may  confidently  affirm  that  "  such 

the  funds  of  those  institutions  would  be  kept  a  union  of  the  whole  profession  as  is  here 

up  as  far  as  would  be  required  for  all  useAil  advocated  must  come ;  it  is  irresistible,  be- 

purposes :  if,  however,  there  should  be  any  cause  it  is  the  only  reform  which  is  consistent 

deficiency,  it  might  be  removed  by  a  grant  with  the  natural  order  of  things,  that  is 

from  the  general  funds  of  the  faculty.   What-  founded  on  justice,  or  can  place  the  medical 

ever  plan  of  reform  may  be  adopted,  it  is  profession,  as  a  body,  in  tbe  position  which 

earnestly  to  he  hoped  that  there  may  be  it  ought  to  hold  among  the  other  liberal 

honorary  distinctions  as  a  reward  for  high  professions.'' 

scientific  acquirements.     I   do  not  believe    

that  the  dissatisfaction  which  prevails  re-  ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 

specting  the  present  inequalities  in  the  pro-  SOCIETY, 

fession,  relates,  generally  speaking,  to  the  November  8, 1W2. 

differences  themselves,  but  to  the  ^clurive  j,^.  Williams,  tbb  Prbsident, 

and  objectionable  prmciple  upon  which  they  ^^  ^^^  Chair, 

are  made  to  depend.     If  the  honours  of  the  

profession  were  open  to  all  who  chose  by  Xhk  first  meeting  of  ttie  season  was  held  on 

their  own  exertions  to  obtam  them,  I  do  Xnegday  evening  last,  when  there  was  a  very 

not  see  on  what  possible  ground*  an  objec-  f^  ^^^^  ^f  the  profession,— indeed,  the 

tion  could  be  raised  against  them.     It  woidd  i^yge  Ubrary  was  literally  crammed  with  the 

indeed,  m  my  opmion,  augur  badly  for  the  ^^YLom  and  their    friends.       During   die 

elcvabon  of  the  profession,  as  a  l«ymed  and  rece8s,con8iderableimprovements  have  taken 

♦T.T.!?   f^^'/  »"^"'?.^^  be  reduced  to  i^^e  in  the  afhingements  of  the  roomn, 

the  level  of  mediocrity;  the  great  object,  on  which  are  now  much  more  convenient  that^ 

the  contrary,  should  be,  by  judicious  en-  formerly,    and    they    really    form  a   very 

couragement,  to  mdu^  as  many  as  possible  excellent  suite,  as  a  door  bb  recently  been 

of  the  jimior  members  of  the  profession  to  ^^de  from  the  antiroom  into  the  Council 

Rn^'tn  f^'nl^h^^^^^^                   .•      Ki  *^*^«^^^'  ^^^  ^  -^d  coffee  are  served 

.?:'J^Lhr1rJ^f.fc^^  after  the  meetings;   whereby  the  crowding 


that  the  present  corporaUons  should  be  reason  aro  now  greatly  obviated.  The 
f^tT^l^^^^'^''^':'r^^'^  P^'t^'^it  presented  to  the  socie^by  the 
^ov^^ment  ^.^J'Sf  r  "^T^  7  '^Z  ^'^ow  of  "^the  late  Dr.  YeUoly,  ^e  founder 
^:^ZLJ^l^l'::^Z±'.  i^"  5  -  -^  ^^«  l-^ed  corporation,  hL'  been  placed 


Uke  that  contemplated,  would,  in  fact,  require  nUr  tL  rir^r^rrr^     a  TT  ^^ 

....k  ...  .u.—^:!-        _!»!.     1  -1  »t     '"t'"'~  over  the  preaident  t  chair ;  and  rt  forms  not 

soch  an  alteration,  as  without  it  there  could  onlv    ui   nUmnt  hnt  .  \.^t  .n«»».ri.i» 

not  be  that  harmony  and  mutual  confidence  °™!^.  » **^.  ,^    '  ^l  appropnato 

which  would  be  so  Lenm  to  the  successfta  TZSTf  th^.^'  ^C^'     ■"*°8^'f '  ** 

working  of  the  whole  scheme.  i  SriMi^t  a                     ""'  "™ 

In  devising  any  new  plan  for  the  govern-  xhc  only  pCTr^  was  a 

ment  of  so  important  and  numerous  a  body  ^  r  f          -  "«»  « 

as  the  medical  profession,  it  is  clearly  im-  Cuip  o/Paraij/xU  irithout  Losso/SemaHon, 

possible  to  foresee  all  the  results  which  Wiay  from  JDitieane  of  the  Cervical  Medulla, 

flow  from  such  an  extensive  change,  or  to  %  John  WKBSTKa,  M.D.  &c. 

bay  that  some  existing  interests  mr\y  not  be  As    considerable   attention    has  recently 
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been  directed  to  affections  of  the  neirous 
system,  espedaUy  since  the  important  dis* 
coveries  of  Sir  Charles  Bell  and  other  phy- 
siologists have  thrown  much  light  on  these 
intricate  questions,  any  new  facts  mnst 
always  possess  interest,  even  if  they  should 
not  (dear  up  some  of  the  difficulties  em- 
barrassing the  subject.  With  the  view, 
therefore,  of  contributing  to  this  desirable 
end,  the  author  begged  leave  to  bring  before 
the  society  the  followiog  interesting  case  of 
a  gentleman  who  had  been  his  patient  for 
several  years  i — 

W.   H.  G.,  Esq.,  St.  36.  —  In   1836, 
Mr.  G.  had  a  phagedenic  ulcer  of  the  left 
leg,  which  got  well  after  some  months ;  but 
it  again  broke  out  in  1839,  when  he  had 
ako  a  large  chronic  ulcer  on  the  posterior 
pharynx  of  some  duration,  but  not  of  a 
ayphilitie  character.     He  had  pains  in  the 
head,  with  very  costive  bowels,  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  1839 ;    in  January, 
1840,    epileptic    attacks,  with    verj    slow 
pulse,  now  supervened  ;  and  in  the  spring 
following,  Mr.  G.  had  spasmodic  contrac- 
tioBS  of  the  lower  limbs,  accompanied  by  a 
sense  of  weakness  in  the  beck ;  and  latterly 
he  lost  the  use  of  his  legs,  and  ultimately 
the  entire  control  over  every  muscle  situated 
lower    than    the  neck.      During  the    last 
twelve    months  of  the  patient's  life,  the 
whole  body  was  psaralysed,  ezoeptiog  the 
head,    neck,    and    diaphragm,    by    whidi 
breathing  was  entirely  carried  on,  and  not  by 
the  musdes  of  the  chest.     However,  sensa- 
tion remained  perfectly  natural  throughout 
the  entire  surface  of  the  body  ;   and  towards 
the  termination  of  the  disease,  the  patient's 
feelings     were   .even     more     acute     than 
usual,  and   he   could   always   tell,  on   the 
slightest    touch    of  a    bystander's    finger, 
the  •  exaet  spot  to  which   it  was  fqiptied. 
Severe  spasmodic  twitchings  of  the  l^s  and 
arms  were  now  more  frequently  notic^  than 
before,  and  these  were  sometimes  so  violent 
as  almost  to  throw  the  patient  off  his  couch. 
The  extremities  were  often  very  cold,  but 
occasionally  they  felt  also  burning  hot,  with 
a  sensation  of  excessive  coldnera    in    the 
epigastrium.     The  urine  was  drawn  off  by 
the  catheter  for  many  months,  but  latteriy  it 
passed  involuntarily,  as  the  feces  did  like- 
vrise.     All  the  symptoms  continued  unabated 
in  violence  to  the  last,  and  the  patient  died 
in  July  1842,  but  retaining  his  mtellectual 
focttlties  perfect  until  the  last. 

Treatment, — Medicine  had  very  little  in- 
fluence in  arresting  the  disease,  although 
the  treatment  may  have  relieved  the 
severity  of  some  of  the  symptoms.  The 
remedies  consisted  principally  of  purga- 
tives, mercury,  sarsaparilla,  hydriodate  of 
potassa,  strichnia,  and  morphia  to  pro- 
cure sleep  or  allay  spasm.  Other  means 
were  also  used,  but  the   treatment  which 


appeared  to  produce  the  most  benefit  was 
active  purging,  and  the  tincture  of  cantharidis 
taken  as  a  diuretic ;  at  the  same  time  that 
a  copious  discharge  was  kept  up  for  many 
months  consecutively  from  two  large  issues 
on  the  nape  of  the  neck. 

Autopsy, — Nothing  particular  was  found 
in  the  head,  excepting  that  the  arachnoid 
membrane  over  the  pons  varolii  adhered  to 
the  parietal  layer  of  that  tissue,  and  about 
two  ounces  of  serum  were  found  in  the 
ventricles  ;  but  there  was  no  tumor  or 
change  of  structure  either  in  the  brain  or  in 
the  cerebellum.  The  thoracic  and  abdominal 
viscera  were  healthy,  with  the  eioeption  of 
the  bladder,  which  was  much  contracted  in 
size,  thickened  in  its  coats,  whilst  the  omen- 
tum, and  some  of  the  small  intestines, 
adhered  to  its  surface.  On  opening  the 
spinal  canal,  the  theca,  corresponding  to  the 
three  or  four  lower  cervical  vertebne,  was 
much  distended ;  the  arachnoid  cavity  was 
filled  with  lymph,  and  there  were  adhesions 
of  the  membranes  to  the  chord,  which 
appeared  firmer  at  the  anterior  than  at  the 
posterior  portion,  and  the  parts  were  inse- 
parable. The  chord  itself  was  longer  than 
usual  at  this  particular  point,  felt  soft  and 
pulpy  to  the  touch,  and  on  being  divided  it 
was  found  to  be  in  an  almost  diffluent  state, 
infiltrated  with  serum,  but  of  a  natural 
colour.  For  the  extent  of  half  an  inch 
above  this  point  the  chord  exhibited  a  dusky 
red  colour,  but  there  was  no  difference 
observable  betwixt  the  two  columns,  both 
being  alike  softened  and  discoloured;  the 
parts  above  and  below  being  perfectly  healthy, 
and  of  a  natural  appearance. 

A  very  interesting  discussion  ensued  upon 
the  reading  of  the  above  paper,  in  which  Mr. 
Shaw,  Mr.  Amott,  Dr.  Williams,  Mr.  B. 
Cooper,  Mr.  Rawllins,  Dr.  Weatherhead, 
Mr.  Coulson,  the  author,  and  some  others, 
joined,  but  our  limited  time  and  space  pre- 
vent us  from  giving  any  report,  however 
much  some  of  the  observations  made  during 
the  evening  deserve  to  be  recorded. 
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BACHELOR  OF  MEDICINE. — SECOND  EXAMl. 
NATION,    1842. 

Nov.  7.— Morning,  10  to  1. 

Phynology. 

Examiner,  Professor  T.  Rtmer  Jones. 

1.  Describe  the  mechanical,  chemical,  and 
vital  properties  of  Muscular  Fibre. 

2.  what  are  the  propelling  agents  em- 
ployed in  efFccling  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  during  its  passage  through  the  venous 
system  ? 
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3.  Describe  the  drculAtory  and  Respiratory 
organs  of  a  Cmstaoean  (e,  g.  Lob»terJ,  and 
of  an  insect ;  and  point  oat  ^e  principal  dif* 
/erenoes  between  them. 

4.  Describe  the  stmctore  of  the  stomach 
of  a  mminant  quadruped  and  the  process  of 
rumination. 

6.  Describe  the  minute  structure  of  the 
liver  of  a  mammiferous  animal,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  biliary  secretion. 

6.  Describe  the  structure  of  the  compound 
eye  of  an  insect. 


-  Nov.  7.— Afternoon,  3  to  6. 
General  Pathology,     General  Therapeutics 
tmd  Hygiene. 

Examiners,  Dr.  Billing  and  Dr.  Twekdiu. 

1.  Describe  the  local  phsnomena  of  in- 
flammation, or  the  changes  which  take  place 
in  an  inflamed  part.  Give  an  outline  of  the 
essential  nature  of  inflammation. 

2.  State  the  indications  to  be  kept  in  view 
in  the  treatment  of  dropsy. 

3.  Describe  the  specific  effects  of  the  ema- 
nations arising  from  stagnant  water  on  the 
human  body;  and  mention  the  measures 
best  calculated  to  counteract  their  pernicious 
influence. 

4.  Tnuislate  ^e  following  passage  into 
English : — 

^  At  vomitus,  ut  in  secundA  quoque  valetu- 
dine  ssepd  neoessarius  biliosis  est,  sic  etiam 
in  his  morbis,  quos  bilis  condtavit.  Ergo 
omnibus,  qui  ante  febres  horrore  et  tre- 
more  Texantur;  omnibus,  qui  choler&  la- 
borant;  omnibus  etiam  cum  qu&dam  hila- 
ritate  insanientibus ;  et  comitiali  quoque 
morbo  oppressis,  necessarius  est.  Sed  si 
acutus  morbus  eat,  sicnt  in  cholerft ;  si  febris 
est,  ut  inter  horrores,  asperioribus  medica- 
mentis  opus  non  est ;  sicut  in  dejectionibus 
quoque  supri  dictum  est :  satisque  est,  ea 
vomitus  caus&  sumi,  que  sanis  quoque  su- 
menda  esse  proposid.  At  ubi  longi  valen- 
tesque  morbi  sine  febre  sunt,  ut  oomitialis, 
ut  insania,  veratro  quoque  albo  utendum  est. 
Id  ne^ue  hieme  neque  sestate  rect^  datur ; 
optime,  vere ;  tolerabiliter,  autumno.  Quis- 
quia  daturus  erit,  id  agere  tmtk  debet,  ut 
aocepturi  corpus  humidius  sit.  lUud  scire 
oportet,  omne  ejusmodimedicamentum,  quod 
potui  datur,  non  semper  Kgris  prodesse,  sem- 
per sanis  nooere.— CtfJtiM,  lib.  ii.  cap.  xiii. 


Tuesday,  November  8.^Moniing  10  to  l. 
Surgery, 

Examiners,  Mr.  Bacot  and  Sir  Stbphxn 
Hammick. 

1.  How  would  you  dress,  place  in  posi- 
tion, and  subsequently  treat,  an  extensively 
incised  wound  of  the  integuments  and  mu8« 
des,  on  the  anterior  middle  third  of  the 
thigh  ?    How  does  such  treatment  diffier  from 


that  you  would  pursue  in  a  lacerated,  hi  a, 
contused,  in  a  deep-punctured  bayoaet- 
wound  of  the  same  part  ?  Give  your  rea- 
sons for  the  management  of  eadi  respeetivdy. 

2.  What  are  the  symptoms  and  appear- 
ances in  an  acute  inflammation  of  the  Inte- 
guments of  the  lower  extremity  which  would 
induce  you  to  think  that  it  would  dther  ter- 
minate in  resolution,  in  suppuration,  inidoe* 
ration,  or  in  mortification  ?  Stete  the  foun* 
dation  for  such  opinion. 

3.  Describe  ^e  various  dislooati<ms  of 
the  Elbow-joint,  how  they  are  detected,  the 
appearances  of  the  limb,  and  the  mode  of 
redaction. 

4«  In  an  amputation  of  the  Leg,  supposing 
yon  had  the  choice  of  the  whole  space  be- 
tween the  knee  and  ankle-joints,  whereaboota 
would  you  begin  your  incision  ?  Give  your 
reasons  for  such  preference  :  then  detail  tbm 
instrnmento  and  dressing  you  are  likdy  to 
require,  describing  every  step  of  your  opera- 
tion ;  the  position  of  yourself  and  patient 
whedier  it  be  a  right  or  a  left  limb ;  the 
stoppage  of  the  circulation,  whether  by  tour- 
niquet or  otherwise ;  the  incisions  ;  the  mode 
of  using  a  retractor;  the  sawing  of  the 
bones ;  the  securing  the  arteries,  whether 
by  tenaculum  or  forceps ;  or  if  you  should 
require  the  needle,  how  it  is  to  be  used; 
the  restraining  bloody  ooxing  from  the  cot 
surface  in  debiliteted  constitutions;  the 
dressingof  the  stump;  position  in  bed;  time 
of  renewal  of  the  dreanngs ;  the  removal  of 
ligatures;  and  subsequent  management  of 
the  patient. 

Nov.  8.— Aitemoon,  3  to  6, 

Medicine, 

Examiners,  Dr.  Billing  and  Dr.  Twbboik- 

1.  Describe  the  symptoma,  anatomical 
diaracters,  and  treatment,  of  acute  hydroce- 
phalus. 

2.  Enumerate  the  prindpal  varieties  ob- 
served in  the  expectoration  in  puhnooary 
diseases,  and  the  diagnostic  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  each. 

3.  Detail  the  prindples  of  treatment  in  In- 
fkntile  convulsions. 

4.  State  the  characteristic  appearances  and 
varieties  of  Rupia. 

5.  Explain  how  Pneumo-thorax  may 
arise.  Give  ito  physical  signs.  How  is  it  to 
be  treated? 

6.  Describe  the  symptoms  and  morbid  ap- 
pearances in  dysentery.  Give  an  outline  of 
the  treatment* 

November  9.— Morning,  10  to  I. 

Midwifery, 

Examiner,  Dr.  Rioby. 

1.  Enumerate  the  changes  in  the  female 
breast  which  are  produced  by  pregnancy. 
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2.  Enumerate  the  diifefent  yaiieties  of 
eztFB-iiteriiie  pregnancy ;  their  duration  and 
probable  mode  of  termination. 

3.  At  what  period  of  pregnancy  ia  pre- 
matore  expnlaion  of  the  foitaa  leait  dan- 
gerona,  and  at  what  period  ia  it  most  ao? 
EzpUujD  the  reason  why. 

4.  Enomerate  the  injurious  effects  which 
may  reaolt  ftom  harrying  the  expulsion  of 
the  child. 

5.  Enumerate  the  indications  for  applying 
the  forceps  and  for  turning. 

6.  Define  the  operation  of  artificial  pre- 
mature labour,  and  describe  the  mode  of 
indocing  it  as  recommended  by  modem 
authors. 

7.  What  are  the  injurious  effects  as  re- 
gards the  mother  and  child  in  allowing  diffi- 
cult labour,  from  contracted  pelris,  to  go  on 
too  long  without  sasisfeBnoe  ? 

8.  What  ia  the  diagnoafs  between  pro- 
lapena  and  polypus  uteri  ? 

Norember  9.— Afternoon,  8  to  6. 
Fbremie  Medicine, 

Examinen,  Prof.  Danibi^l,  Dr.  Psbbira, 
and  Dr.  Rigbt. 

1.  What  are  the  adnaitagea  of  Marsh's 
process  for  the  detection  of  arsenic  ?  and 
what  are  the  sources  of  error  to  be  guarded 
against.' 

2.  How  would  you  proceed  to  test  for 
corrostre  sublimate  in  the  contents  of  a 
stomach,  in  a  case  of  sospected  poisoning  ? 

3.  What  are  the  symptoms  and  most 
appropriate  treatment  of  poisoning  by  oxalic 
add  ?  What  is  the  aTerage  period  of  death 
after  the  ingestion  of  luge  doses  of  this 
poison  ?  Describe  the  post-mortem  appear- 
anoea,  and  state  how  you  woold  detect  the 
presence  of  the  poison  in  the  contents  of 
the  stomach,  after  the  appropriate  antidote 
had  been  administered. 

4.  What  are  the  symptoms  and  appro- 
priate treatment  of  poisoning  by  Aeoniium 

5.  In  the  unimpregnated  and  in  the  preg- 
nant state,  what  are  the  proofs  of  pregnancy 
baring  preriously  existed  ? 

6.  What  are  the  appearances  which  indi- 
cate recent  delivery,  as  shown  during  lifo 
and  after  death  ? 


MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND 
WALES. 

Thb  quarterly  table  of  the  mortaUty  in  114 
of  the  principal  districts  of  England  and 
Walea  has  just  been  published.  It  embraces 
nearly  dl  the  large  towns  as  well  as  the  more 
rural  districts,  and  therefore  affords  a  iUr 
criterion  of  the  rate  of  mortality  Uiroughout 


the  kingdom.  Besides  giring  the  number  of 
deaths  (and  the  canaes  of  tlmn),  registered 
during  tiie  13  weeks  previous  to  the  30th  of 
September,  it  also  gives  the  average  of  deatha 
in|  the  same  qusrter  of  the  four  preceding 
years,  and  so  shows  the  general  amd  local  in- 
crease or  decrease  in  the  mortality. 

The  totsl  number  of  deatha  registered 
during  the  quarter  for  thoae  114  principal 
districts  (there  are  447  registrars  for  all  the 
country)  is  39,069,  out  of  a  population  of 
6,534,535.  Exclusive  of  the  metropoliat 
the  number  of  deaths  is  28,050,  out  of  a 
popolation  of  4,663,808. 

The  number  registered  in  the  metropolis 
during  the  quarter  was  1 1 ,019,  out  of  a  popu- 
lation (June,  1841)  of  1,870,727. 

As  compared  with  the  average  number  of 
deaths  in  the  some  quarter  of  the  four  pre- 
ceding years,  1838,  1839,  1840,  and  1841, 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  past  quarter  of  no 
fewer  than  2,474  deaths,  the  average  for  thoae 
four  yean  having  beoi  36,595,  while  the 
deaths  in  the  past  quarter  have  been, 
as  above  stated,  39,069.  This  includes 
the  metropolis,  where,  however,  there  were 
two  deaths  in  the  past  quarter  less  than  the 
average  of  the  four  preceding  years ;  so  that 
the  increase  of  2,474  deaths  is  to  be  acooonted 
for  in  the  country.  The  increase  of  popula- 
tion, however,  has  to  be  taken  into  account, 
as  reducing  the  proportionate  increase  of 
deaths.  The  population  increases  in  the 
town  districts  about  174  annually,  which 
would  reduce  the  average  of  deaths  applionble 
to  the  summer  of  1842  from  39,069  to 
38,208,  or  861  deaths  less  than  those  actually 
recorded.  Still,  this  wonld^Ieave  an  increase 
of  deatha  upon  the  quarter  of  no  less  than 
1,613. 

The  deaths  registered  for  the  114  districts 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year 
amounted  to  44,479.  In  the  second  (or 
ipring)  quarter  they  were  38,190.  Thua 
there  were  879  more  deaths  in  what  is  called 
the  summer  quarter  (ending  September  30) 
than  there  were  in  the  spring  quarter. 

The  mortality  was  2  per  cent,  greater  than 
the  summer  aversge,  which  is  at  the  rate  of 
23  deaths  annually  in  a  population  of  1,000. 
In  the  last  summer  quarter,  ending  Sep- 
tember the  30th,  the  mortality  was  at  the 
nte  of  23*4  annually  in  1,000 — ^namely, 
23*0  in  the  metropolitan  districts,  and  23*6 
in  the  provincial  towns. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  towns  in 
whioh  the  most  remarkable  increase  of  deatha 
has  taken  place : — ^In  Brighton  310,  or  70 
above  the  average  (240)  of  four  former 
years;  Plymouth  343,  or  178  upon  165; 
Redruth  288,  or  77  upon  201 ;  Penaance 
283,  or  84  upon  199 ;  Clifton  426,  or  115 
upon  311 ;  Cheltenham  259,  or  79  upon 
180 ;  Liverpool  1,956,  or  158  upon  1,798 ; 
lynemouth  360,  or  80  upon  280.     The 
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undermentioned  towns  in  the  manufacturing  Mayor  of  the  Communei  and  as  they  rnnal 
districts  present  the  following  results : — In  be  Tisited  by  the  King's  Procureur  of  the 
Kidderminster  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Arrondissement  at  leaat  every  six  months 
Isst  quarter  was  172,  an  increase  of  63  upon  (in  addition  to  the  visits  made  by  the  Pr^fet^ 
109,  the  average  of  former  years :  Dudley  and  the  other  official  persons  delegated  by 
568,  or  147  upon  421 ;  Walsall  243,  or  91  him,  or  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  for  that 
upon  152 ;  Wolverhsmpton  508,  or  87  upon  purpose),  there  is  some  guarantee  that  they 
421;  Nottingham  429,  or  79  upon  350;  willbeproperly  conducted;  but  besides  these 
Preston  482,  or  73  upon  409 ;  Chorlton  regulations,  bdTore  an  establishment  can  be 
679,  or  214  upon  465 ;  Manchester  1 ,614,  or  opened  for  the  admission  of  insane  patients* 
191  upon  1,423  ;  Bradford820,  or  lloupon  all  rules  for  their  internal  administration 
705;  Leeds,  1,133,  or  114  upon  1,019.  must  be  approved  by  the  minister  before 
At  Rochdale,  Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Mer-  they  can  be  put  in  force.  By  another  clause 
thyr  Tydvil,  Newtown,  and  Wrexham,  the  of  the  same  act,  it  is  expressly  forbidden  for 
deaths  were  much  under  the  average  of  the  any  person  to  establish,  or  even  to  superin- 
four  preceding  years«  tend  a  private  insane  asylum,  without  the 
The  registrars  almost  universally  attribute  authorization  of  Government ;  and  in  such 
the  increase  of  deaths  to  the  prevalence  of  cases  it  is  also  enacted,  that  every  house* 
scarlatina  and  bowel  complaints,  in  which  intended  for  the  reception  of  lunatic  patients* 
they  include  diarrhoea  and  cholera.  The  must  be  entirely  sepsrate  from  any  private 
children  have  been  the  chief  sufferers.  In  esteblishment  receiving  inmates  affected  with 
St.  Anne's,  Nottingham,  out  of  the  133  other  diseases ;  and  the  King's  Proenreor 
deaths  registered,  52  were  of  children  under  of  the  Arrondissement  must  visit  all  the 
one  year  of  age.  At  Chorlton  28  children  private  asylums  in  the  district,  at  least  once 
died  of  diarrhoea,  of  whom  23  were  children  every  three  months,  at  undetermined  periods. 
of  the  working  classes.  It  is  amongst  the  According  to  the  King's  ordonnance  of  the 
working  classes,  the  registrar  says,  that  the  18th  December,  1839,  which  regulates  many 
disease  has  been  most  fatal.  The  Increased  details  not  compreliended  in  the  previous 
mortality  at  Brighton  has  been  chiefly  Act  of  1838,  it  is  ordered  that  each  public 
amongst  young  children.  asylum  for  the  insane  shall  be  administered 
In  the  metropolis,  ss  has  been  said,  the  under  the  authority  of  the  Minister  of  the 
deaths  from  all  causes  exhibit  a  decresse  of  Interior,  and  the  Prefet  of  the  department ; 
2  on  the  average  of  former  years.  The  assuted  by  a  commission  of  five  members, 
decrease  of  deaths  from  epidemic,  endemic,  acting  gratuitously,  and  appointed  by  the 
and  contagious  disorders,  has  been  251.  Prefet.  The  director  of  the  establishment. 
Deaths  from  smoll-pox  exhibit  a  decrease  of  and  the  physicians,  both  chief  and  assistantoy 
251 ;  from  typhus,  of  153.  On  the  other  are,  in  the  first  instance,  nominated  by  the 
hand,  there  is  an  increase  of  260  from  Minister ;  but  if  vscsncies  afterwards  oooor^ 
diarrhoea  (total  from  this  disease  477),  and  the  Minister  must  appoint  from  a  list  of 
from  cholera  of  74.  In  other  respects,  the  three  candidates  proposed  by  the  Pi^et. 
return  fit>m  the  metropolis  presente  no  However,  the  patronsge  still  remains,  in 
striking  features.— Tltniw.  reality,  with  the  Minister,  ss  he  may  add 
certain  parties,  of  his  own  fi«e  will,  to  the 

list  of  candidates,  and  then  nominate  the 

LAWS  RELATIVE  TO  INSANITY  favoured    protege    to   the    vacant   office. 

IN  FRANCE.  Besides,  as  the  Minister  may  revoke  the 

appointments  of  director  and  PhysioiaDS> 

upon  the  report  of  the  Prefet,  as  he  alone 

By  the  act  of  30th  June,  1838,  each  depart-  settles  the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  these 

ment  is  obliged  to  provide  a  public  esteblish-  officers,  and  farther,  as  the  Prefete  are  the 

ment,  especially  destined  for  the  reception  servante  of  the  Minister,  by  whom  they  are 

and  treatment  of  lunatic  patients  belonging  appointed,  and  at  whose  pleasure  they  retain 

to  the  district ;    or  to  arrange,  under  the  their  offices,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  is, 

sanction  of  the  Minister  of   the  Interior,  in  fact,  the  sole  patron  and  dispenser  of  all 

with  a  public  or  private  asylum  in  the  same  the  important  appointments  now  attached  to 

or  a  neighboorhig  department,  to  receive  the  public  insane  aysluros  in  France ;  much 

their  insane  paupers ;  and  it  is  permitted,  in  in  the  same  way  as  the  Minister  of  Justice 

certain  cases,    to    appropriate  a    separate  has   the  patronage    of  those   in    the  law. 

division,  in^ivil  hospitels,  for  lunatics,  pro-  Although  the  cliief  physician  most  reside, 

vided  there  is  sufficient  accommodation  for  according  to  this   ordonnance,   within  the 

not  less  than  fifty  patients.     As  every  lo-  asylum,  he   may   nevertheless,   by   favour, 

natic  estabhshment  is  placed  under  the  di-  obtain  a  special  permission  from  the  Minis- 

rcction  of  the  Prefet  of  the  department,  the  ter,  if  be  chooses,  to  live  elsewhere  ;   but  in 

President  of  the  Tribunal,  the  King's  Pro-  that  case  he  must  visit  tiie  lunatics  confided 

cureur,  the  Judge   of  the  Peace,  and  the  to  his  care  at  least  once  every  dav,  and  in 
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case  he  is  prevented  doing  so,  this  duty  tion.     A  miztare  of  pare  nitric  ether  and 

must  be  performed  by  a  resident  physician,  spirits  of  wine  will  not  famish  an  officinal 

Snch  are  some  of  the  general  regulations  tpiritUM    eiheru    rutriei,  since  this  latter 

respecting  public  insane  asylums ;  but  when  contains,  in  addition  to  the  components  of 

any  person  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a  license  ^e  former,  aldehyd.    It  cannot  be  preserved 

to  open  a  private  establishment,  the  applicant  over  magnesia  or    bicarbonate  of  potaasa 

must  petition  the  Pr^et  of  the  department  in  (see  Phar.  Trans,  p.  354),  since  these  addi- 

which  the  proposed  asylum  is  to  be  situated,  tiona  induce  decomposition  and  formation  of 

to  whose  satisfaction  he  must  prove,  that  he  nitrate  of  the  allcalr. — AtmaU  qf  Chffmuitry 

is  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  in  the  enjoy-  and  Praetieal  Pharmacy. 

ment  of  all  his  civil  rights  ;  that  his  conduct    ^ 

S""r^"  ^oT'b'yt?  JS?lS^  OFFICINAL  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM 
of  the  Mayor  of  the  Commune  in  which  he  Usually  contains,  according  to  Woehler, 
has  resided ;  and  lastly,  that  he  is  a  Doctor  iodate  of  potassa  and  carbonate  of  potassa, 
of  Medicine.  But  in  cases  where  the  pe-  more  especially  that  iodide  which  is  fur- 
titioner  does  not  possess  this  last  qualifica-  nisbed  by  manufacturers  on  the  large  scale, 
tion,  he  may  produce  an  obligation  from  Hersog  has  shewn  the  composition  of  that 
aome  physician,  who  must  engage,  with  the  prepared  according  to  the  Pharm.  Borr. 
Pr^fet's  approval,  or  undertake  the  medical  The  salt  of  the  Pharm.  Hanov.  frequently 
duties  of,  and  to  reside  in,  the  asylum  ;  and  contains  also  iodate  of  potassa,  since  it  is 
as  the  Pr^fet  can,  at  any  time,  revoke  this  only  completely  reduced  by  the  long-con- 
appointment,  it  is  not  likely  the  treatment  tinned  action  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  The 
of  the  patients  will  be  much  neglected,  best  method  is  by  decomposing  the  iodide 
Farther  details  respecting  the  constitution  of  iron  with  carbonate  of  potassa  at  a  boiling 
and  the  ordinary  government  of  public  and  temperature.  The  difficulty  is,  to  hit  the 
private  insane  establishments  in  France,  precise  point  of  decomposition,  so  that 
might  be  given ;  but  as  enough  has  already  neither  iodide  of  iron  nor  carbonate  of 
been  said  regarding  the  general  administra-  potassa  may  remain  in  excess.  The  latter 
tion  oftiiese  institutions,  I  will  only  add,  fault  is  easily  amended  by  the  addition  of 
that  besides  the  official  persons  previously  hydriodic  add. — Annah  nf  Chymuiry  and 
mentioned,  there  is  also  an  Inspector  Genend  Practical  Pharmacy, 

of  aU  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  kingdom,     

whose  special  duties,  amongst  others,  are  to  TkiMcrwrixTr*  uv  cxtatt  c 

visit  and  report  upon  these  establishments  to  POISONING  BY  SNAILS. 

the  Minisier  of  the  Interior  ;  and  as  that  "7 — 

responsible  office  is  now  ably  filled  by  my  A  vamilt  of  peasant*  living  in  the  commune 

old  friend  M.  Ferrus,  formerly  physician  to  of  Clermont,  near  Toulouse,  fell  a  sacrifice 

Bicetre,  and  well  known  to  the  medical  pro-  to  poisoning  by  snails.     The  physician  who  - 

fession  by  his  works  on  insanity,  it  is  super-  attended  them  communicated  the  following 

fluous  to  speak  of  that  gentleman's  qualifi-  details  to  the  Journal  de  Toulouse, 

cations    fot    such  an    appointment. — Dr,  From  what  I  collected  concerning  the  dr- 

WeMer'a  Pamphlet  on  Imanity,  3d  edit,  cumstanoe  which  preceded  the  disease,  and 

■ ^ those  which  accompanied  it,  and  from  the 

NEW   METHOD    OF   PREPARING  ■ymptoms  which  I  myself  witnessed,  I  had 

ctsTDiTiTTo    -caiun-Df  c    xjTrnoir-T  °°  difficulty  m  recogniBiug  a  case  of  poiaon- 

SPIRITUS    ETHERIS    NITRICI  j^g  i^^^  ^^^  occasioned  by  narcotico-acrid 

ADAPTED  FOR  MANUFACTURSRS.  vegetables,  such  as  belladonna,  hyoscyamus, 

u-r  rin   r»ia»**«  Aom-apple,  fitc.     No  doubt  remained  in 

my  nund  as  to  the  cause  of  this  ternble 
disease,  as  soon  as.  I  knew  that  the  snails 

LxT  24  ounces  of  rectified  spirits  of  wine,  eaten  had  been  collected  in  the  bushes  called 
5p.  gr.  0*840,  be  mixed  with  4  ounces  of    in  French  redout,  but  in  the  patois  of  the 

concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  sp.  gr.  1*845  ;  country    roudout     fCoriatia    myrt\folia)» 

allow  it  to  stand  for  eight  days,  and  then  Every  one  knows  that  the  leaves  and  young 

pour  the  mixture  on  A\  ounces  of  perfectly  shoots  are  a  poison  to  the  domestic  animals 

dry  saltpetre,  previously  introduced  hito  a  which  browse  on  them,  and  that  they  kill 

distilling  vessel ;    adapt  the  head  and  re-  them,  after  causing  giddiness,  and  a  kind  of 

odver  thereto,  and  draw  over  with  a  mode-  epileptic  attack  ;  but  a  fact  which  is  not 

rate  fire  20  ounces  of  the  liquid,  which  may  known,  is,  that  the  fiesh  of  these  animals  may 

be  rectified  with  magnesia.   Prepared  in  this  occasion  the  greatest  danger,  and  even  death 

manner,  a  copper  still  with  a  tin  head  and  itself.     Symptoms  like  those  which  1  have 

refrigerator  may  be  employed.    Another  ad-  just  witnessed  are  rare  ;  but  it  is  common  to 

vantage  is,  that  the  ethereal  product  thus  see  among  our  peasants  indisposition  caused 

obtained  is  not  very  subject  to  decomposi-  by  snails,   which  comes  from  their  eating 
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tiiein  as  toon  as  their  gathered.  Theezample  weight  of  the  hings  with  that  of  the  hodj, 

of  the  ancient  Romans  should  be  followed,  This  is  commonly  called  Floncqnefs  test, 

and  these  animals  should  not  be  brought  to  The  second  is  that  of  taking  the  absolute 

table  until  they  haye  been  kept  six  months  weight  of  the  lungs. 

or  a  year,  feeding  them  on  bran  and  wild  a.  PhuequefBie^L  This  is  so  called  from 

thyme.    Tliis  is  the  way  also  to  make  them  its    having  been   originally    suggested  by 

&tter  and  more  savoury. — Gaxette  Medieale,  Floucquet.     It  is  founded  on  the  fiioi,  tihat 

Oct.  22,  1842.  as  soon  as  respiration  takes  pfane  in  the 

■ : nei^-bom  infant,  an  addiltoaal  quantity  of 

TAR  IN  SKIN  DISEASES.  ^^^^  penetrates  ths  lungs,  in  consequence 

Ti«  r<r...  2....^   '     4.      ^        c        .    .  of  which  these  oigans  become  heavier  than 

^mIIt^^^^T^v!^          f^T^  anteriortorespiiutton.    As  the  weight  of  the 

treated  by  Dr.  Bh^.  the  cure  of  which  he  body  of  the  chUd  cannot  undergo  imy  change, 

ascribes  solely  to  the  use  of  tar  ointment.  J/   ^      wiJcuu««»i«iu«jiM«Ka5w  wij  i.u«ubc, 

take,  the opjirtmiit,  of  directing ^tentlo.^  ^ ^S^t^^^S'J^^^T^S^ 

to  Ae  great^eacy  of  tar  in  lU  Mnda  of  o'«'«w«gktoftl»>><>dyof<Je<^ld'nth  Ae 

chronic    dtoea*,^  the    .kin.    Following  '^^'/V? '°?*'' I^i^^/ '*^^ 

SSb^'oJ^taTeSMeHK  \'^''^Ti:^'^^'^Z,T 

tal.  at  Stuttg«rt.-J/«wr'.2&p«-/.°id  '•«»»«n'««*»«>»«d  not  taken  ptace.  the 

Sehmidt*9 /ahrb  proportion  between  the  weight  of  the  lungs 

'_ ^ and  that  of  the  body  was  as  1  to  70 ;  whfle 

on  the  other  hand,  where  respiration  had 

OBSERVATIONS  taken  pUce,  it  was  as  1  to  36  ;  or  in  other 

ONSOKBOFTHB  words,  that  the  weight   of  the  lungs  was 

SIGNS  OP  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTH,  f^^^^^V^  fST*^'!?**  '"^a"^^^^?''    ^ 

'  test  so  beautiful  as  this,  and  founded  i^pa- 

iN  THBia  APPLICATIONS  TO  MEDICAL  reutly  upou  principles  so  truly  physiological, 
jURispavDBNCE.  {^  ^^  hopcd  would  aid,  very  materially,  to 
By  Db.  Bbck.  solve  this  important  question.     Numerous 
____  experiments  and  observations  were  accord- 
ingly made  to  test  its  accuracy  in  actual 
In  all  cases  of  alleged  child  murder,  one  of  practice ;  and  the  result  has  been,  that  while 
the   great    questions  to    be   established  is  some  appreciate  it  very  highly,  by  others  it 
the  fact  of  the  child  having  respired  or  not.  is  viewed  as  altogether  uncertain.     In  the 
As  the  signs  by  which  this  is  to  be  determined  ten  cases  which  I  have  examined,  the  pro- 
are  still  the  subject  of  much  difference  of  portions  are  the  following  : 
opinion  among  medical  jurists,  it  becomes  Oiildren  that  bad          Children  that  bad 
important  to  enlarge  our  existing  stock  of  respired.                     not  respired. 

knowledge,  by  the  accumuletion  of  new  and       1 1  :  43       1 1  :  58 

repeated  observations.    With  this  view,  I       2 1  :  35      2 1  :  36 

have  embraced  every  opportunity  that  has       3 1  :  44      3 1  :  49 

been  thrown  in  my  way  of  examining  the  dead  ■                 4.    .  .- .  .    1:32 

new-bom  subject.    The  following  observa-  Average,     1  :  40      5 1  :  50 

tions  are  founded  upon  the  examination  of  6 1  :  52 

ten  such  subjects,  which  I  have  been  ena-  7 1  :  54 

bled  to  make  through  the  kindness  of  some  -*-^— 

of  my  professional  friends.    To  Dr.  Wilson,  Average,     1  :  47 

formerly  physician  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  Now  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from 

from  which  institution  many  of  the  subjects  these  observations  are  manifestly  adverae  to 

were  furnished,  I  am  particularly  indebted,  the  accuracy  of  this  test.     Taking  the  indi- 

JVs  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  vidual  cases,  there  is  not  a  single  one  of 

-T-  ^          *"  known,  no  doubt  or  un-  those  which  had  not  respired,  which  reach 

certain^  can  attach  to  the  accuracy  of  the  the  proportions  Uid  down  by   Ploucquet, 

conclusions  drawn  firom  them.  vrhile  in  the  same  Ust,  cases  2  and  4  areVery 

Among  the  tests  principally  reUed  on  to  nearly  the  proportions  laid  down  for  chU- 

determme  t^  question,  the  most  important  dren  that  have  respired.     If  we  take  the 

S"qS*®  J'T^'T^'  *  \   '^^J^^''    *"'•  «*^«"^  averages,  too,  of  the  cases,  we  find 

Tv  V*«J^y™^^c  test.    3.  The  state  of  that  they  do  not  correspond  with  the  propor- 

the  ductus  arteriosus.  tion  suggested  by  Ploucquet 

I.  Tbb  STATIC  TBST.  This tcst IS fouuded  Since  the  time    of    Ploucquet,  a  great 

on  tiie  fact,  that  the  act  of  respiration  causes  number  of  observations  have  been  made  by 

jm  mcrease  m  the  weight  of  the  lungs,  other  persons,  and  as  the  result,  they  have 

ITiere  are  two  forms  in  which  this  test  has  aU  fixed  upon  different  proportions.    The 

been  applied.    The  first  is  by  comparing  the  following  are  some  of  them. 


ought  to  be,  aooording  to  this  test. 
[To  be  conttanied.] 

OM  THB 
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Before  n^piratioo.        After  reepintion.  arerage  wd^t  is  greater  in  thoae  which  had 

Schmitt    .  1  :  52               1  :  35  not  reapiredr-j<ut  the  rerene  oC  what  it 

Channier .  1  :  49                1:39  «-          J 
Dereigie  .  1  :  60                1  :  45 

TbfBBef  am  hang  deduecd  from  a  large 
number  of  eases,  oome  nearer  the  true  pro- 
portions than  those  of  Fkraoqnet,  and  eor- 

lespond  more  nearly  with  my  own  observe-  LOCAL  TREATMENT  OF  CHANCRES, 

tions.    Still,  howerer,  it  is  to  be  recollected  bt 

that  they  are  mere  average  numbers,  and  sulphatb  of  copFsn  akb  CTAMUnrr 

therefore  do  not  meet  the  circumstanoes  of  of  ifxncuBT. 

individual  cases,  which  of  course  they  ought  -n    t\     c 

to  do,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them  ^^  "^'  Stbohl. 

practieally  available.   It  may  be  asked,  then,  

is  this  test  to  be  rqected  altogether?    As  Thk  more  rapidly  primary  syphilis  is  cored, 

an  infidlible  one,  it  certainly  should  be.  the  lesa  likely  are  secondary  symptoms  to 

Notwithstanding  this,  it  is  still,  I  thmk,  appear.    The  first  object  is  most  easUy  at- 


valuable  as  furnishing  corroborative  proof,  tained  by  cauterising.   Sometimes,  however, 
end  should,  therefore,  never  be  neglected,  this  method  is  inapplicable;  for  instance. 
It  should  slways  be  taken  with  other  signs;  when  the  sore  is  Tory  erlensive,  or  much  in- 
snd  when  this  Is  done,  it  may  aid  very  flamed.     In  such  cases,  the  author  employs 
materially  in  coming  to  a  correct  condnsion.  the  sulphate  of  copper.      The    sores  are 
b.  Abwlute  weight  of  ike  hmga.     By  dressed  five  or  six  times  a  day  with  charpie, 
some  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  actual  which  has  been  soaked  in  a  solution  of  about 
weight  of  the  lungs  would  fomish  another  a  grain  and  a  half  of  sulphate  of  copper  to  an 
criterion  of  the  foct  of  respiration  having  ounce  of  water.    Shnple  diancres,  when  thus 
taken  place  or  not.     Accordingly  an  ave-  treated,  usually  heal  within  twelve  days.   Dr. 
rsge  wd^t  of  1000  grsins  has  been  pro-  Strohl  sssures  us,  that  he  cures  complicated 
posed  for  the  lungs  of  a  child  which  has  chancres  in  an  equally  short  time  with  an 
respired,  and  600  grains  for  those  of  a  chfld  ointment  composed  of  two  grsms  of  cyanu- 
which  has  not  respired.    A  moment's  re-  ret  of  mercury  to  sn  ounce  <^  axunge.    TWa 
flection,  hovrever,  must  convince  us  tiiat  ointment  is  spread  npon  a  piece  of  linen  oor- 
this  is  stin  more  uncertain  than  the  test  of  responding  to  the  size  of  the  sore.    This 
Floooquet.    Children,  bom  at  the  fnlltime,  dresdnc  is  ant  to  be  painfal  at  first;  and  it 
vre  know,  differ  greatly  in  tiieir  wdght,  and  must  occsrionslly  be  tato  off,  after  it  hss 
of  course  there  must  be  a  corresponding  been  on  for  sn  hour  or  two,  snd  the  remedy 
difference  m  the  weight  of  the  lungs.     I  have  miut  be  sppUed  in  a  weaker  form.    The 
known  a  diOd  bom  at  the  foil  time,  hedthy  pain  is  sdd  to  be  most  violent  in  half  an 
and  perfixt  in  every  respect,  snd  yet  wei|^  hour  or  sn  hour,  and  freqoentiy  ceases  en- 
only  four  pounds  ;  while  diildren  weighing  tirdy  in  two  or  three  hours.    When  the 
eight,   nine,  and  ten  pounds,  are  by  no  diancre  is  extensive  snd  painful,  after  the 
means  uncommon.    The  lungs,  therefore,  ointment  hss  been  on  from  four  to  ten  hours, 
of  a  ddld  which  had  not  respired,  of  nine  according  to  tiie  sensibility  of  the  patient,  it 


poonds,  would  probably  weigh  more  than     is  dressed  vrith  mercnridomtment,  or  opium 
those  of  a  child  of  four  pounds,  whidi  had 


respired ;  and  such  has  been  found  to  be  the        If  the  edges  of  the  chsncre  have  fisttened, 
case  by  sctud  observation.    In  the  cases    if  the  centre  is  desner,  the  psin  less,  and  the 

suppuration  hedthy,  (which  may  occur  after 
die  first  spplicstion  of  the  cysnuret  of  mer- 
cury, but,  at  any  rate,  not  later  than  the 
fourth),  tne  treatment  with  the  sulphate  of 
copper  is  finished. — Oeeterr.  med,  Woehen' 
eekrifi,  snd  Sekmidfe  Jahrb, 

SUCCESSFUL  TREATMENT  OF 
IDIOCY. 

Average,  761  M.  Sbcuin,  a  young  philanthropist,  who  has 

An  analyda  of  tiiese  weights  will  show  at  devotedhimself  to  thefaistruetionof  diiklren 

once  how  follsdous  this  test  must  be.    We  afllicted  with  idiocy,  proposed  to  teadi  after 

have  hero,  in  three  cases,  before  respiration  his  method  a  number  of  children  taken  from 

took  place,  the  lungs  weighing  more  then  the  hospitsls.    The  Consft/  dee  Hoefieee, 

those  whidi  had  respired ;  while  thegenerd  on  the  report  erf  M.  Orfila,  grsnted  his 


the  weights. 

Before  respiration. 

After  remriratiOD. 

1.    .  .  .  540  gn. 

1.  .  .  .  396  grs. 

2.    .  .  .  720 

2.  .  .  .  800 

3.    ...  900 

3.  .  .  .  814 

4.    ...  890 

5-    .  .  .  900 

Aversge  670 

6.    .  .  .  690 

7.    .  .  .  689 
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Inquest.  He  wu  entrusted  with  tweWe 
children,  from  the  age  of  eight  to  sixteen, 
who  were  Kving  in  the  Hospital  of  Incnrables, 
and  who  were  oertiiied  to  be  idiots  of  reputed 
incurability.  Not  one  of  them  could  read 
or  write  ;  several  could  but  stammer  a  few 
words ;  others  merely  uttered  a  few  inarticu- 
late sounds ;  some  were  epileptic,  and  three 
or  four  had  continual  couTulsive  movements. 
After  a  year  of  assiduity,  M.  Seguin  pre- 
sented the  children  to  a  commission  com- 
?oaed  of  MM.  Fouch^,  Halpher,  and  Orfila. 
t  was  found  that  they  could  all  read,  and  that 
some  could  write,  copies ;  that  almost  all 
spoke  distinctly,  and  that  their  answers  were 
correct ;  some  could  add,  subtract,  and  eTeii> 
multiply. 

They  had  also  gained  much  physically!  so 
that  those  children  who  before  were  merely 
a  burden  to  the  house,  are  now  of  use  to  it. 
The  Council,  considering  these  results, 
has  decided  that  M.  Seguin,  who  previously 
was  merely  authorised  to  make  triab,  should 
have  an  express  commission  to  continue 
them  on  a  greater  scale,  and  should  be 
lodged,  boarded,  and  paid  by  the  administra- 
tion. A  special  credit  will  be  asked  for  this 
purpose  from  the  Council-General  of  the 
department.  We  do  not  doubt  but  that  the 
Council  will  join  in  so  interesting  a  work. — 
Gazette  Medicale,  Oct.  22,  1842. 

[In  Dr.  Aikin's  amusing  story,  **  The  Boy 
without  a  Genius,"  a  child,  whose  dulness 
has  defied  all  former  instructors,  is  success- 
ftilly  taught  by  a  very  patient  schoolmaster. 
M.  Seguin's  success  is  another  lesson  of  the 
same  kind,  and  shows  what  patience  can 
effect  when  rendered  inexhaustible  by  be- 
nevolanoe. — 7Va»f/a/or'«  JVb/e.] 


ADDENBROOKE'S  HOSPITAL, 
CAMBRIDGE. 

Wb  have  to  announce  the  election  of 
three  suigeons  to  this  hospital  —  Mr. 
Lestourgeon,  Mr.  Hammond,  and  Mr. 
G.  M.  Humphry.  '*The  latter  (says  the  Pro- 
vincial  Medical  Journal)  was,  we  believe, 
oomparatively  a  stranger,  but  the  circum- 
fltsnces  of  his  election  are  highly  honourable 
to  him:  he  was  a  distinguished  pupil  of 
St.  Bartholomew's  School,  and  obUined  the 
.Gold  Medal  on  the  examination  for  the 
Bachelor's  Degree  in  Medicine  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  London.  The  announcement  of 
the  vacancies  at  Addenbrooke's  Hospital 
induced  him  to  proceed  to  Cambridge,  where 
he  was  honourably  elected,  in  consequence 
of  the  character  obtained  by  his  successful 
studies."  We  are  happy  to  add  our  testi- 
mony  to  that  of  our  contemporary;  Mr. 
Humphry  having  been  known  to  us  for  a 
considctable  time  as  a  very  useful  contri- 
butor to  the  pages  of  this  journal. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OP  GBNTLBME^r  AOMITTBD  MBMBBaS. 

Friday,  November  4,  1842. 

H.  Challinor.— B.  K.  Johnson.— J.Thompson. 
— C.  E.  Prothero.— W.  Hij^irins.— H.  Maraer. — 
E.  Jay.— A.  Ebsworth.^R.  B.  Walcott.— W.  H. 
Hay.— R.  Jones. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  October  29,  1842. 

Small  Pox 1 

Measles  S3 

Scarlatina  46 

Hooping  Cough  37 

Croup  11 

Thrush    5 

Diarrhoea    4 

Dysentery  8 

Cholera. 1 

Influenza 0 

Typhus    44 

Erysipelas 6 

Svphrtis  ^ 1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  144 
Diseases  of  the  Longs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    S51 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  SS 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Origans  of  Dig^estion    68 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 6 

Childbed 10 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &g.   6 

Rheumatism S 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 2 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula   '. 0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c I 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 106 

Old  Asre  or  Xatural  Decay 61 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     11 

Causes  not  specified 1 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 96T 
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Kepi  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  5  !«  3  7'  32"i\r. 
Longitude  O®  3'  51"  W,  of  Greenwich. 


November 

• 

Th 

KRMOMBTBR.     BaROMBTRB. 

Wednesday 
Thursday  . 
Friday.  .  . 
Saturday  . 
Sunday   .  . 
Monday  .  . 
Tuesday    . 

a 

8 

fh>m  32  to  51 
31       61 
31       43 

29  46 

30  42 
33      47 
36      46 

>  80*04  to  30-00 

I  29  93        29-83 

1  39  93        30*09 

30*09        90-03 

30*09        Stat. 

30-04        3005 

.  30*05        39-95 

Wind,  N.  and  N.  by  E. 

Generally  overcast,  except  about  noon :  a  little 
rain  fell  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  and  on  the 
mominfr  of  the  6th,  when  a  feir  flakes  of  snow 
were  obBer\'ed. 

Rain  fallen,  Oas  of  an  inch. 

•»•  November  Meteor:  —  The  period  of  the 
supposed  annual  fall  of  these  phenomena  srrives 
on  Sunday  next. 

Charles  Hknrt  Adams. 


WiLsoM  &  OoiLVY,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  18,  1842. 

LECTURES  preg;nated  state.    This  appearance  of  laxneU« 

was  seen,  upon  examination,  to  be  fonned 

^^  "'  by  Teins  somewhat  enlarged,  compressed, 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF  ">d  transversely  divided.    The  uterus  was 

\i  T  nw  T  w  p  V  unumally  soft  in  texture,  and  terminated  on 

jniuwiirr.ni,  ^j^^  internal  surface  in  a  pulpy  subatance. 

neiivmdm  tk€  Theatre  qfSt.  George* e  The  blood-vessels  of  the  uterus  passed  into 

Hoepitai  '^^  ramified  upon  this  pulpy  substance, 

whidi  was  continued  across  at  the  cervix 

By  Robsrt  Lu,  M.D.  F.R.S.  uteri,  so  as  to  make  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 

a  drcumscribed  bag :   and  at  this  part  the 

'*~~'  P^py  substance  was  so  thin  as  to  resemble 

LacrnuK  VI  *^®  retina.    This  cavity  had  a  smooth  but 

irregular  internal  surface,  and  the  pulpy  sub- 
On  f  Ae  State  qf  the  Uterus  in  the  Firet  »t^<»  upon  which  it  was  formed  was  eyi- 
Momth  qfier  Coneeption,  dently  coagulated  blood,  and  varied  m  its 

thickness  in  difierent  parts.     Upon  a  longi- 

Anatom I8T8  have  enjoyed  few  opportunities  tudinal  section  of  the  uterus,  the  posterior 

of  examining  the  contents  of  the  human  part  ofthecoagulum,  which  waa  the  thickest, 

gravid  uterus  soon  after  conception.   Though  waa  nearly  half  an  hich :  where  it  terminated 

Dr.  W.  Hunter  was  nearly  forty  yean  in  lion-  towards  the  oervix,  it  was  pendulous  and 

don,  he  states  that  "the  most  early  case  of  unattached.    There  were  also  several  loose 

pregnancy  which  he  ever  had  an  opportunity  processes,  all  turned  towards  the  cervix ; 

of  examining  in  the  dead  body,  was  of  three  one  of  them  very  thin,  as  broad  as  a  silver 

oomplete  months."  penny,  and  only  attached  by  one  edge  to  the 

Mr.    Ogle    has  given    an    account,  in  fundus  near  the  opening  of  the  right  fallopian 

the    second  volume   of  the   Transactions  tube.    On  slitting  open  the  fallopian  tubes, 

of  a  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Medi-  the  ooagulum  was  found  to  pass  some  way 

cal  and  Chimrgical  Knowledge,  of  the  ap-  into  them,  and  to  extend  more  than  half  an 

pearances  which  Mr.  J.  Hunter  saw  in  Uie  inch  on  the  left  side,  which  had  the  corpus 

examination  of  a  young  woman  who  poisoned  lutenm.    The  coagulum  was  thickest  at  the 

herself  when  the  period  of  conception,  he  orifice  of  liie  tube,  and  there  adhered  to  the 

believed,  could  not  exceed  a  month  ;  and  inner  sur&ce  for  the  eighth  part  of  an  inch ; 

probably  was  much  within  that  time.    The  beyond  which  it  became  smaller,  and  ter- 

arteries  of  the  uterus  were  injected,  and  the  minated  in  a  point.     In  the  left  tube  the 

smaller  vessels  filled  to  so  great  a  degree  of  coagulum  was  in  two  places  coiled  or  folded 

minuteness  that  the  whole  surface  became  upon  itself,  as  if  thrown  back  by  the  action 

extremely  red.     The  oervix  uteri  and  os  of  the  tube.    The  portions  of  the  coagulum 

tincse  were  of  their  natural  size;   but  the  at  the  orifices  of  the  tubes  were  hollow. 

body,  or.  that  portion  of  the  uterus  next  tiie  When  the  inner  surface  of  the  cavity  of  the 

liuidus,  was  a  little  enlarged,  and  more  pro-  uterus  was  examined  with  a  magnifying  glass, 

minent  externally  in  the  middle.    The  sper-  it  was  found  extremely  vascular,  and  dotted 

matic  vessels  werealso  enlarged.     On  cutting  with  innumerable  whitish  spots  too  small  to 

into  the  substance  of  the  uterus,  it  had  more  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye.    The  ntems  was 

of  a  laminated  structure  than  in  the  unim-  opened  In  a  basin  of  dear  water. 

781.— XXXI.  R 
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incLdoD  waa  conducted  with  great  circum-  of  inipregnatioxi,  but  a  glandular  Btructore 

■pection,  and  very  slowly  continued,  till  the  in  which  the  ovum  is  formed. 

whole  of  its  cavity  was  exposed.     Every  part         Dr.  Bums  states  that  he  has  examined 

of  the  internal  surface  was  minutely  examined  very  carefully  three  uteri  within  the  first 

with  magnifying  glasses ;  but  in  no  situation  month,  and  was  not  able  to  discover  either 

was  there  any  thhig  resembling  an  embryo  to  ovum  or  foetus. 

be  found.  Mr.  Alexander  Shaw  has  furnished  me 

It    has   been    inferred   from    this    dis-  with   the    following    descripticj^   of   three 

section   that   certain  changes  always  take  specimens  of  the  uterine  organs  after  recent 

place  in  the  uterus  previous  to  the  reception  impregnation,  which  were  in  the  collection 

of  the  ovum,  and  that  the  embryo  does  not  of  Sir  Charles  Bell.     In  all  of  these  the 

acquire  a  visible  form  for  some  time  after  orifices  of  the  fallopian  tubes  were  visible  at 

these  changes  have  been  made.  each  angle  of  the  fundus,  or  presented  the 

As  the  ovum  was  not  discovered  in  the  same  appearances  which  they  cSdubit  in  the 

tube,  no  conclusion  whatever  can  be  drawn  unimpregnated  condition  of  the  organ.   Hie 

from  this  dissection  respecting  the  condition  woman  from  whom  the  first  preparation  wm 

of  the  uterus,  before  the  ovum  enters  its  taken,  had  her  leg  crushed  by  the  wheel  of  a 

cavity.     The    ovum,    indeed,   might  have  waggon.    Hie  limb  was  amputated  on  the 

entered,  and  also  made  its  exit  from  the  fourteenth  day  after  the  aoeident.    She  had 

cavity  of  the  uterus  before  the  woman  died,  informed  the  nurse  that  she  was  in  the  sixth 

or  before  those  changes  in  tiie  uterus,  above  week  of  pregnancy.    The  uterus  was  nearly 

described,  took  place  ;  but  the  probability  twice  as  la^  as  it  is  in  the  unimpregnaitQd 

is,  that,  though  not  detected,  the  ovum  state;   and  this  organ,  together  widi  the 

actually  was  in  the  uterus.  ovaria,   the  fallopian  tubes,   and  tb»  al» 

Sir  E.   Home  has  given  the  following  vespertilionis,  were  in  a  remarkable  maimer 

description  of  the  uterus  and  ovaria  of  a  loaded  with  blood.    The  left  ovarium  had  a 

young  woman,  who  died,  as  he  supposed,  more  turgid  appearance  than  the  right:  it 

eight  days'  after  conception,  and  which  has  contained  a  corpus  luteum,  and  a  bristle 

often    been    referred    to    by    authors :  —  could  be  passed  through  the  rent  in  the 

The  right  ovarium  had  a  small  toni  orifice  peritoneal  covering  at  this  part.    The  waUs 

upon  the  most  prominent  part  of  its  external  of  the  uterus  were  three  quarters  of  an  inch 

surface,  which  led  to  a  cavity  filled  up  with  in  thickness ;  there  was  an  accumulation  of 

coagulated  blood,  and  surrounded  by  a  yel-  mucus  in  the  cervix  and  os  tincc,  and  the 

lowish  organized  structure.    The  os  uteri  glandulse  Nabothi  were  enlarged.    An  ex* 

was  completely  closed  with  a  firm  gelatinous  tremely  vascular  deciduous  membrane  lined 

matter,  and  the  two  orifices  at  the  superior  the  uterus.  Its  surfacewasviUous  and  smooth 

angles  of  the  uterus,  by  which  tbh  viseus  in^all  its  extent ;  it  was  confined  to  the  body 

communicates  with  the  fitllopian  tubes,  were  of  the  uterus.    The  uterus  was  dissected  so 

open.    The  inner  surface  of  tiie  uterus  was  as  to  expose  the  orifice  of  the  left  ftllopian 

covered  with  coagulable  lymph,  among  the  tube— that  is,  on  the  same  side  on  which  the 

fibres  of  which,  near  the  cervix,  was  the  corpus  luteum  was  discovered.    When  Um 

ovum.     It  was  oval  shaped,  and  though  at  angle  at  which  the  tube  enten  was  laid  opoa, 

first    partly    transparent,    became    opaque  a  distinct  channel  was  seen  formed  in  ^tm 

from  the  action    of   the  spirit.      |t  was  deciduous  membrane,  and  leading  to  the 

immediately  taken  to  Mr.  Bauer,  who  com-  point  where  its  opening  is  naturally  found, 

pared  it  to  the  egg  of  an  insect,  and  sue-  This  passage,  and  the  opening  into  the  tabe, 

ceeded  in  pointing  out  the  effects  of  impreg-  was  free ;  so  that  a  bristle  could  be  intro- 

nation  in  two  projecting  points,  the  rudi-  duced  into  the  orifice,  and  met  with  no  ob* 

ments  of  the  heart  and  brain.  struction  until  it  was  fully  inserted  within 

It  is  impossible  to  admit  that  the  rudi-  the  walls  of  the  uterus.    Tht  ovum  was  not 

ments  of  the  heart  and  brain  of  the  embryo  discovered. 

could  have   been  developed  at  this  time.        The  young  woman  from  whom  the  next 

and  been  seen,  without  the  amnion,   cho-  specimen  was   obtained   poisoned  hersdf. 

rion,   vesicula    umbilicalis,  and  the  differ-  The  uterus  was  increased  in  sixe,  and  ita 

ent  parts  of  an  organised  deciduous  mem-  ftmdus  uteri  waa  turgid  with  blood.    A  de* 

brane ;  and  had  these  existed  they  could  not  ciduous  membrane  was  seen  occupying  the 

have  escaped  some  notice.     I  haVe  no  doubt  body  of  the  uterus.     There  was  a  firm  phig 

that  the  right  ovarium   contained  a  false  of  mucus  contained  in  the  cervix  and  oa 

corpus  luteum ;  and  that  the  appearances  tincse.   The  orifices  of  the  tubes  were  visiUe 

here  so  generally  and  vaguely  described  in  at  each  angle  of  the  itindus,  or  presented  Hie 

the  uterus  were  not  the  result  of  conception,  same  appearances  whidi  they  eYliibit  in  tiie 

Sir  E.  Home  attempted,  from  this  case,  to  unimpregnated  state.    A  bristle  could  be 

revive  an  erroneous  opmion  of  Malpighi,  introduced  into  them ;  but,  as  in  tiie  fbnner 

via.  that  the  corpus  luteum  is  not  the  effect  preparation,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the 


SnrXTE  OP  THE  UTERUS  IN  THE  FIRST  MONTH.                 243 

canal,  then  was  an  obstruction  when  it  cavity  of  the  uterus,  as  they  do  before  im- 

arrived  at  the  part  where  the  tube  is  enclosed  pr^gnation.    The  ovum,  therefore,  at  first, 

within  the  parietes.   The  corpus  Inteum  was  must  lie  loose  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  like 

in  the  right  ovary.    Thd  ovum   was  not  the  ova  of  the  lower  animals,  and  have  the 

detected.  power  to  attach  itself  to  any  point  of  the 

The  thiid  specimen  was  removed  from  the  internal  surlmoe  of  the  organ^  and  even  to 

lx)dy  of  a  young  woman  who  poisoned  her-  the  circumference  of  the  cervix, 

self  with  sulphuric  acid.    The  uterus  was  In  every  case,  observes  Dr.  Bums,,  the 

larger  and  aoftor  than  in  the  unimpregnated  dccidua,  consisting  of  two  layers,  is  com* 

state.     On    slitting    it    open  a  gelatinous  pletely  formed  before  the  ovum   descends, 

deposit  was   found    in  the  cervix,   and  a  When  the  embryo  passes  down  through  the 

dedduous  membrane  occupied  the  proper  tube,  it  is  stopped  when  it  reaches  the  uterus 

cavity.     Adhering  to  the  fleecy  decidua,  Sir  by  the  inner  layer  which  goes  across  the 

Charles  Bell  found  a  small  body,  which  he  aperture  of  the  tube,  and  thus  would  be  pre- 

imagined  might  be  the  ovum.    TTbe  orifices  vented  from  falling  into  the  cavity  of  the 

of  the  fallopian  tubes,  as  they  enter  the  uterus,  even  were  it  quite  loose  and  unat- 

cavity  of  the  uterus,  presented  the  same  tached.     By  the  growth  of  the  embryo,  and 

appearances  which  have  been  described  in  the    enlargement  of   the  membranes,  this 

the  two  preceding  preparations.    The  right  layer  is  distended,  and  made  to  encroach 

ovarium  contained  tht  corpus  luteum.  uipon  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  or,  more  cor- 

Baer  «»?r<!«ip^  the  inner  membrane  of  the  rectly  speaking,  it  grows  with  the  ovum. 

uterus  soon  after  supposed  conception ;  and  This  distension  or  growth  gradually  increases 

he  says  the  villi  were  elongated,  and  between  until  at  last  the  whole  of  the  cavitv  of  the 

theae,  and  pasttug  over  them,  was  an  or-  uterus  is  filled  up,  and  the  protruded  portion 

ganiaed  aubstanoe,  evidently  the  deciduous  of  the  inner  layer  of  the  decidua  comes  in 

membnme.    The  vessels  of  the  uterus  were  contact  with  that  portion  of  the  uterus  itself 

continued  into  this  substance,  and  formed  a  which  remains  attached  to  the  outer  layer, 

number  of  little  hoops  around  the  villi,  and  Breschet,  Velpeau,  and  almost  all  the  nu- 

anastomosed  with  each  other.    The  ovum  merous  recent  writers  on  embryology,  have 

was  not  discovered  either  in  the  uterus  or  tube,  repeated  this  statement. 

E.Weber,  in  1830,  examined  the  uterus  of  Researches  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the 

a  woman  who  committed  suicide  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus  after  con* 

seventh  or  eighth  day  after  impregnation  ception,  says  Wagner    (1841),  inform  us 

waa  supposed  to  have  taken  place.    The  that  even  before  the  arrival  of  the  ovum 

uterus,  tubes,  and  ovaria,  were  enlarged  and  within  its  cavitv  an  exudation  of  an  albu- 

congested.  One  of  the  Graafian  vesicles  was  minous  fluid  takes  place  from  its  sur&ce, 

burst,  and  a  layer  like  organisable  lymph,  which,  soon  acquiring  consistency  and  the 

composed  of  little  cylinders,  covered  and  appearance  of  concrete  fibrine,  is  gradually 

intervened    between     the    enlarged     villi  formed  into  a  membrane,  thin  and  delicate 

of  the  internal  membrane  of  the  uten^.  at  first,  but  which  continually  Increases  in 

The  ovum  was  not  detected  either  in  the  thickness,  and  finally  presents  a  fac-simile 

uterus  or  tube.      ''These  observations  of  or  mould  of  the  inner  cavity  of  the  uterus. 

Baer  and  Weber  are  those,  (says  Professor  This  membrane  even  appears  though  the 

Wagner,}  that  treat  of  the  deddua  at  the  ovum  never  reaches  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 

aariieat  period  of  its  existence,  even  before  but  passes  through  the  various  stages  of  its 

tba  entrance  of  the  ovum  into  the  uterus."  evolution  in  the  ovary,  fallopian  tube,  or 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  in  abdomen. 
none  of  the  preceding  histories  of  the  human  I  believe  this  is  the  doctrine  now  taught  in 
uterus,  soon  after  actual  or  supposed  impreg-  almost  all  the  anatomical  schools  in  this  coun- 
nation,  was  the  ovum  aeen  either  in  the  tubes  try  and  on  thecontinent,  although  it  is  unsup- 
or  in  the  uterus,  and  they  furnish,  therefore,  ported  by  a  single  observation ;  and  is  proved 
DO  information  respecting  the  state  of  the  tobeerroneous  by  all  these  dissections.  There 
uterus  before  the  entrance  of  the  ovum,  is  no  case,  as  far  as  I  know,  of  early  gesta- 
Theae  dissections  prove  that  all  the  blood-  tion,  in  which  the  fallopian  tubes  have  been 
Teasels  of  the  uterus  enlarge,  and  the  different  seen  covered  with  decidua  before  the  arrival 
coats  soften  and  are  more  easily  separated  of  the  ovum  in  the  uterus,  and  you  will  soon 
soon  after  conception ;  that  the  inner  sur-  be  convinced  that  the  decidua  reflexa  cannot 
face  becomes  covered  with  a  soft  substance  be  formed  in  the  way  this  hypothesis  sup- 
tike  coagulable  lymph,  or  deciduous  mem*  poses.  This  hypothesis,  in  fact,  rests  en* 
brane ;  and  that  the  cervix  is  closed  by  a  tirely  upon  certain  appearances  observed 
viscid  gelatinous  matter  formed  by  the  within  the  uterus  in  some  cases  of  extra- 
glands  situated  in  it.  They  further  demon-  uterine  gestiition,  from  which  no  inferences 
•trate,  that  the  ftdlopian  tubes  are  open,  and  can  be  drawn  which  are  applicable  to  ordi- 
that  these   canals   communicate  with    the  nary  pregnancy. 
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Dr.    W.    Hunter  examined   a   case   of  at  the  examination  of  the  hody  of  the  ladjr 

fallopian    tube    gestation    in    which    the  from  whom  this  specimen  was  obtained ;  and 

ntema  was  enlarged,   and   the   membrana  it  led  me  first  to  donbt  the  correctness  of 

decidna  was  distinctly  seen  lining  the  fimdas  Dr.  Bnms's  statment,  that  in  every  instanoa 

uteri.     Prom  this  appearance  he  inferred ,  decidua  is  formed  in  the  uterus.  I  soon  after 

that  the  decidna,  or  outer  stratum  of  the  this  found  that  in  a  case  recorded  by  Mr. 

secundines,  belongs  to  the  uterus,  and  not  to  Langstaff  in  the  Medioo-Chimrgioal  Trans* 

the  orary,  or  tlut  part  of  the  conception  actions,  and  in  another  by  Vdpeau,  there 

which  is  brought  from  the  ovum.  was  no  deciduous  membrane  found  within  the 

Although  it  be  extremely  probable,  says  uterus. 
Dr.  Baillie,  that  the  decidua  begins  to  be        OnthelSthof  July,  1836,  a  patient  of  Dr. 

formed  at  the  time  that  the  ovum  passes  into  Stodart's,  after  suiTering  for  some  time  with 

the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  yet  it  is  not  abso-  symptoms  of  inflammation  and  retroversioii 

lutdy  necessary  for  the  formation  of  the  of  the  uterus,  was  seised  with  great  faintneas 

decidua  that  the  ovum  should  reach  that  and  soon  expired.    A  large  quantity  of  fluid 

cavity.   When  an  ovum  grows  in  the  ovarium  blood  was  found  in  the  abdominid  cavity, 

or  the  fallopian  tube,  tibe  decidua  is  both  and  the  right  fallopian  tube,  which  oontaixied 

formed  in  the  uterus,  and  the  uterus  is  con-  an  ovum  of  ten  or  twelve  weeks,  was  exten- 

siderably  enlarged,  so  as  to  undergo,  to  a  sively  lacerated  near  the  fimbriated  extre- 

eertain  degree,  changes  exactly  similar  to  mity.     On  removing  the  uterus  and  its  ap« 

those  which  take  place  in  natural  pregnancy,  pendages  from  the  body,  and  carefolly  ex- 

Though  the  foetus  be  extra-uterine,  ob-  amining  the  ovum  contained  in  the  right  fal- 

serves  Dr.  Denman,  the  uterus  becomes  con-  lopian  tube,  it  was  evident  that  a  dedduons 

siderably  enlarged,  and  performs  its  proper  membrane  every  where  surrounded  the  dio- 

office  by  providing  the  efflorescent  or  decidn-  rion,  and  adhered  to  the  inner  surface  of  the 

ous  membrane  for  the  reception  of  the  ovum.  tube.    The  placenta  which  was  situated  at  the 

Dr.  Bums  says,  it  is  curious  to  observe  extremityof  the  ovum  nearest  the  uterus,  was 

that  invariably  the  uterus    enlarges    con-  seen  covered  yritb.  the  decidua,  and  coagnla 

siderably,  and  "  in  every  instance  decidua  is  of  the  fibrine  of  the  blood,  were  traced  from 

formed.''     Meckel,  Breschet,  Yelpeau,  and  the  interstices  of  the  placenta  through  the 

every  other  author  with  whose  writings  I  am  decidua  into  veins,  in  the  thickened  muscular 

acquainted,  have  given  the  same  opinion  on  coat  of  the  tube.    Tlie  cells  of  the  ehorion 

this  subject ;  and  not  only  has  this  been  con-  were  full  of  ooagula  of  fibrine.    Between  the 

sidered  an  undoubted  £&ct  in  all  cases  of  chorion  and  amnion,  near  the  placenta,  was 

extra-uterine   gestation,    but    in    common  seen  the  vesicula  umbOicalis,  with  its  slender 

pregnancy  it  has  been  supposed  that  a  de-  peduncle  proceeding  to  the  umbilical  cord, 

ciduous  membrane  is  invariably  formed  with-  The  appearance  of  tiie  amnion,  cord,  and 

in  the  uterus,  before  the  ovum  enters  its  ca-  embryo,  was  perfectly  natural.    The  uterus 

vity.  That  the  decidua  is  not  formed  within  the  was  considerably  enlarged,  and  its  inner  sur- 

uterus  in  all,  or  in  any  cases  of  extra-uterine  face  was  coated  with  a  very  thick  layer  of  a 

gestation,  the  following  facts  seem.to  prove,  yellowish-white  soft  substance,  like  common 

A  lady  died  suddenly  in  1829,  from  in-  adipose  matter,  or  lard,  and  bearing  not  tiie 
temal  hnmorrfaage,  produced  by  rupture  of  most  distant  resemblance  to  deciduous  mem- 
the  right  fallopian  tube,  which  contained  an  brane.  There  was  no  trace  of  any  vessel  in 
ovum.  On  opening  the  tube,  and  examin-  this  thick  coating.  The  orifice  and  neck  of 
ing  the  different  parts  of  the  ovum,  I  found  the  uterus  were  closed  with  the  usual 
a  deciduous  membrane  every  where  surround-  viscid  substance  formed  by  the  Nabothean 
ing  the  chorion,  and  closely  adhering  to  the  glands.  The  appearances  are  well  preserved 
inner  surface  of  the  tube,  as  the  decidua  in  the  preparation  of  the  parts  [exhibiting  it], 
usually  does  to  the  lining  membrane  of  the  You  observe  there  is  a  perfect  ovum  within 
uterus,  io  ordinary  gestation.  Within  the  the  tube,  and  that  the  vesicula  umbilioalis 
decidua,  the  chorion,  placenta,  amnion,  and  floats  about  in  the  spirit  when  it  is  moved, 
embryo,  were  distinctly  seen.  The  uterus  M.  Yelpeau,  I  think,  states  that  he  has  a 
was  larger  than  natural,  and  there  was  not  preparation  in  which  this  is  present ;  but  I 
the  slightest  trace  of  any  decidua  lining  its  have  never  seen  one,  except  this,  in  which 
intemid  membrane.  Had  it  existed,  or  any  the  vesicula  umbiliealis  was  in  the  tube, 
thing  resembling  a  layer  of  coagulable  lymph,  The  soft  thick  substance  lining  the  uterus, 
it  could  not  possibly  have  avoided  detection,  is,  you  see,  entirely  different  from  the  de- 
The  lining  membrane  is  now  in  precisely  the  ciduous  membrane  of  this  ovum  [exhibiting 
same  state  it  then  was,  and  by  examining  it],  which  was  expelled  in  abortion  at  the 
the  proparation  [exhibiting  it],  you  will  see  end  of  the  second  month  of  pregnancy, 
that  there  is  a  decidna  surrounding  the  ovum  But  these  sre  not  the  only  cases  of  extra- 
ill  the  tube,  but  not  a  vestige  of  deddua  with-  uterinegestation,inwhichthMrewasnodecidus 
in  the  uterus.    Dr.  Menimsn  was  present  within  the  uterus.  Dr.  Blundell  states  that  he 
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hat  aeen  two  tubal  eaiet  in  which  the  deddaa 
waa  wanting ;"  Dr.  Murphy  haa  deacribed 
a  caae  in  the  Dublin  Jounial,  for  1838,  in 
wfajk^  there  waa  no  decidua  within  the  uterua. 
It  waa  not  aaoertained  whether  in  these  caaea 
there  waa  a  decidua  in  the  tube,  but  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  for  the  decidua 
ia  aaeaaential  to  the  embryo  in  the  early 
montha  of  pregnancy,  aa  the  placenta  ia  to 
the  foetus  in  advanced  gestation.  In  a  caae 
which  oocnned  to  M.  Chausaier  in  1814,  the 
decidua  aurroanded  the  ovum  in  the  tube. 
Mr.  Streeter  has  pointed  out  to  me  a  c»aeof 
eztra-uterine  gestation,  (tubal)  the  history 
of  which  haa  been  recNNrded  by  Dr.  Cooka- 
w<»thy,  in  the  Ist  .vol.  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
Medioo-Chirurgical  journal,  in  which  **  there 
waa  no  membrana  decidua' '  within  the  uterua. 
Mr.  O.  Clayton  has  related  in  the  Lancet, 
▼ery  recently,  another  instance  of  tubal  ges- 
tation, in  which  there  waa  no  true  decidua  in 
the  uterua,  but  a  membrane  which  had  a  con- 
siderable reaemblanoe  to  it  at  first  sight,  and 
might  have  been  mistaken  for  decidua,  aa 
many  membranes  have  been  which  have  been 
ezpdUedfirom  the  uterua  during  painful  men- 
stmation. 

From  these  &cta  we  may  conclude,  that 
die  decidua  ia  not  invariably,  if  ever  formed 
within  the  uterus  in  cases  of  eztra-utarine 
gestation,  and  that  if  it  were  ao,  Airther  evi- 
dence woiold  still  be  required  to  prove  that  an 
organiaed  membrane  always  lines  the  uterus, 
like  a  shut  sac,  before  the  ovum  enters  its  ca- 
vity after  common  impregnation. 


Fio.  2. 


Fig.  S  is  a  diagram  representing  a  section  of 
the  &en*8  egg  within  the  capsule  of  the  ovary,  and 
the  position  of  the  vesicle  of  Porkinje.  m.  The 
granolary  membraneKforming  the  pieriphery  of 
the  velk.  6.  The  vesicle  of  Pbrki^Je  embedded 
in  the  cumuluB.  e.  The  vitellary  membmne. 
tU  The  inner  and  outer  layers  of  the  capaole  of 
the  ovum.  e.  The  indusium  of  the  ovary.  Be- 
tmtxt  the  indusiam  and  the  capsule  the  stroma 
ia  seated.  /.  The  pedicle  by  which  the  capsule 
ia  attached  to  the  ovary. 
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On  Dueoiet  qfthe  Spine. 


Two  diagrama,  from  Baer  and  Purkinje, 
are  here  subjoined,  to  illustrate  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  Graafian  vesicle  and  human  ovum, 
given  in  Lecture  III.  p.  96. 

Fig.  1. 


Tig.  1  ia  a  diagram  of  a  section  of  the  Oraallan 
veaioe  and  ita  contenta,  shewing  the  situation  of 
the  ovum.  a.  Hie  ffranulary  membrane.  6.  Hie 
proligerous  disc.  c.  Ovum.  d.  The  inner  and 
outer  walla  of  the  Gtaidlanveaicle.  «.  Indnsinm 
ef  tiM  ovary  derived  from  the  peritoneum,  the 
stroma  immediately  underneath  which  is  con« 
denaed  so  as  to  form  the  tunica  albugiitta. 


1  RAVK  selected  the  diseases  of  the  spinal 
column  Bit  the  first  subject  for  consideration 
in  the  lectures  on  cliniod  surgery,  which  this 
seaaon  it  will  be  my  duty  to  deliver.  It  ia 
one  to  which  your  attention  will  be  fre- 
quently caUed  in  private  practice,  and  one 
which  ia  much  neglected  by  the  student 
during  his  attendance  at  the  hospital. 

There  is  no  portion  of  the  human  frame 
which  is  more  interesting,  in  a  physiological 
point  of  view,  than  the  spinal  column  ;  and 
our  knowledge  of  physiology  will  assist  ua 
more  in  the  treatment  of  ita  diseases  than 
similar  knowledge  in  regard  perhaps  to  any 
other  part  of  the  body. 

I  have  often  had  occaaion  in  this  threatre 
to  dwell  upon  the  important  part  which  the 
muscles  perform  as  accessory  and  intelligent 
ligamenta — ^binding  bones  together,  strength- 
ening joints,  and  affording  eapecial  support 
when  and  where  it  is  most  requured.  Illus- 
trating my  observationa  by  the  structure  of 
the  knee-joint,  the  principal  atrength  of 
which  is  to  be  sought,  not  in  the  ligaments, 
strong  and  numerous  aa  they  are,  but  in  the 
powerful  extensor  and  flexor  muscles  which 
surround  it  with  their  aponeurotic  tendons, 
and  brace  it  up  on  every  side.  This  prin- 
ciple may  be  well  applied  to  the  organiaatioBu 
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of  the  spine  in  connection  with  the  diseaaes  2d|  those  which  arise  from  the  spine,  and 

to  which  it  is  liable.      The  student  who  are  inserted  into  the  ribs ;  3d,  those  which 

neglects  to  include  the  muscles  of  the  back  arise  from  the  spine,  and  are  inserted  into 

in  his  consideration  of  the  mechanism  of  the  the  head;  4th,  those  whidi  arise  from  one 

spine  as  a  series  of  joints,  studying  only  the  portion  of  the  spine,  and  are  inserted  into 

ligaments,  will  never  be  able  to  reason  cor-  another. 

rectly  upon  the  causes  whidi  produce  spinal  In  the  first  division  you  have  on  each  side 

distortion,  or  employ  judicious  means  for  its  seven  —  the    latissimus    dorsi,    trapesinav 

correction.     In  the  chiaimber  of  the  sick,  you  rhomboidei,  levator  scapulae,  thepsoae,  and 

must  not  regard  the  spine  simply  as  an  in-  quadratus  lumbomm.            * 

flexible  column  from  which  the  muscles  moving  In  the  second  six,  and  one  set — the  serra- 

the  upper  extremities  may  act  as  from  a  fixed  tus  posticus,  superior  and  inferior  sacro  lum- 

point.    If  you  were  to  take  the  pains  to  balls,  levatores  costarum,  scaleni,  and  dia- 

watdi  the  varied  movements  of  this  beauti-  phragm. 

lul  column  when  exposed; — an  opportunity  3d,  Ten  — -  splenius  capitis,  oomplexus, 

which,  unfortunately  for  anatomists  as  weU  trachelo  mastoideus,  obliquus  siq)erior  ca» 

as  for  artists  and  sculptors,  is  seldom  afforded  pitis,  rectus  posticus  migor  and  minor  rec- 

in  this  inclement  dime,)— 70a  would  see  how  tus  lateralis,  rectus  anticus  m^or  and  minor, 

flexible  it  is,  and  how  much  it  is  influenced  4th,  Ten,  and   three  sets  —  longissimua 

by  the  muscles  attached  to  it.    Every  school-  dorsi,  sacro-lumbalis,  spittalis  dorsi,  semi« 

boy  knows  how  fatiguing  it  is  to  sit  for  any  apinafis  dorsi,  and  coUi,  cervicalis  desoendens» 

|ei%th  of  time  on  a  form  without  a  back  to  transversalis  colli,  splenius  colli,  obliquus 

it ;    but  have  you,,  since  you  have    been  inferior  capitis  and  longus  colli,  multifidua 

studying  anatomy,  ever  reflected  that  sudi  spins,   inter-spinales,  and   inter-transver- 


fatigue  demonstrates  bow  much  more  the  sales, 
vertebral  column  must  be  supported  by  The  term  origin  of  a  muscle  is  very  apt  to 
muscular  fibres,  which  experience  fatigue,  mislead  the  student,  as  it  conveys  the  ide» 
than  by  ligamentous  fibres,  which  do  not  ?  that  it  is  invaiiabiy  the  fixed  point,  instead 
Ignorance  of  the  general  physiology  of  mus-  of  bdng  in  its  turn  moveable,  as  is  the  cast 
cular  action,  and  the  particular  physiology  with  segacd  to  almost  aH  the  muedes  of  the 
of  the  dorso-spinal  muscles,  first  opened  t£e  body,  imd  especially  so  in  the  mnsdes  of  the 
door  to  the  quack  and  instrument-maker  to  back.  For  instance,  the  latissimus  dorsi 
undertake  the  treatment  of  spinal  deformity  musde  is  described  as  arising  from  theiUum» 
instead  of  the  surgeon  ?  and  I  can  conceive  no  the  sacral  and  the  lumbar  vertebrse,  and  the 
greater  amountof  horrible  torture  inflicted  on  ribs,  and  inserted  into  the  humerus.  When 
tiie  human  race,  than  that  which  ignorant  and  these  points  which  are  called  the  origin  are 
unprincipled  men  have  perpetrated  under  the  fixed,  its  action  is  to  move  the  upper  extre- 
plea  of  curing  deformities  of  the  spine :  it  mity  backwards,  and  rotate  it  inwards, 
has  cast  a  stain  upon  the  profession,  for  But  suppose  its  insertion  to  be  fixed  on  one 
Ignorance  of  physiology  and  anatomy  has  not  side,  the  right  arm,  for  instance,  while  the 
been  limited  to  quacks  and  mechnniets.  muscles  attached  to  the  spine  on  ^e  left  side 
The  study  of  the  musdes  of  the  back  remain  in  a  idaxed  state,  then  will  the  la- 
is  looked  upon  by  the  pupil  in  the  dissecting*  tissimus  dorsi  muscle  act  from  the  arm  as  the 
room  as  a  mere  exercise  of  the  memory,  fixed  point,  and  curve  the  lower  portion  of  the 
which  is  necessary  for  him  when  he  is  going  spine  to  that  side,  and  draw  up  the  right  hip« 
up  to  the  College,  but  of  no  value  whatever  Theaction  of  both  muscles  from  the  arm  upon 
in  the  practice  of  surgery.  Often  and  often  the  trunk  is  well  seen  if  we  lay  hold  of  a  bar 
bave  I  been  asked  by  students  what  is  the  above  us,  and  draw  the  body  up  to  it,  when 
use  of  learning  the  muscles  of  the  back,  for  the  arms  are  of  course  the  fixed  points,  and 
we  shall  be  sure  to  forget  them  as  soon  as  the  spine  the  moveable  one.  From  this 
we  have  passed  the  College  ?  Nor  is  it  of  illustration  you  will  comprehend  how  all  the 
any  use  if  they  merely  leam  their  origin,  muscles  between  the  extremities  and  the 
and  insertion,  and  relative  position,  without  spine  are  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
understanding  philosophically  their  actions  distorted  spine  :  acting  both  from  the  spino 
and  oflSces.  Tlie  best  method  of  studying  on  the  arms  and  VegB,  and  from  the  arms  and 
the  anatomy  of  these  muscles,  so  as  to  retain  k^  on  the  spine.  Also  that,  in  order  to 
a  knowledge  of  their  functions  which  will  avail  move  the  arm  on  one  side,  the  spine  must  be 
you  in  the  treatment  of  the  deformities  of  first  fixed  by  mnsdes  attached  to  the  op- 
the  spine,  is  to  include  all  the  muscles  at-  posite  side ;  just  as  the  mnadfn  which  act 
tached  to  the  spine,  inclusive  of  the  sacrum,  from  the  os  byoides  upon  the  lower  jaw  to 
—not  merdy  the  muscles  of  the  back — in  open  the  mouth  can  only  produce  that  efibct 
one  list,  and  then  to  arrange  them  under  four  while  the  os  byoides  is  fixed  by  those  mua^ 
heads: — Ist,  Those  which  arise  from  the  des  which  connect  that  bono  to  the  stemom 
'spine,  and  are  inserted  into  the  extremities  ;  and  scapula ;  for  when  it  i«  not  «o  fixed,  the 
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very  mat  musckfl  raise  the  oe  hjoides  as  in  in  oonseqnenoe  of  their  being  more  oon- 

the  act  of  deglutition.     And  .although  the  stantly    employed    than  their  antagonists^ 

spine  is  not  so  moTeable  as  the  os  hyoides,  which  remain  comparatively  idle,  and  from  a 

Btill  the  ligaments  alone  are  not  sufficient  to  variety  of  other  circumstances  which  shall  be 

prevent  its  behig  drawn  out  of  the  perpen-  referred  to  hereafter.    The  deformity  which 

dicular  line.  is  consequent  upon  diseased  bones  is  an  an- 

In  connection  with  the  attachment  and  gular  curvaturei   the  convexity  projecting 

action  of  the  spinal  muscles,   the  surgical  backwards.     Its  diagnosis  is  extremely  im- 

pathologist  must  study  well  the  direction  of  portant,  and  it  shall  form  the  subject  of 

the  articulating  suriaces  of  the  vertebrse,  in  future  observations. 

order  to  connect  in  his  mind  the  influence  In  the  other  class  of  distortums,  the  spine 

which  these  muscles  have  over  the  joints  of  is  more  or  less  curved  laterally,  and  known 

the  spine.    He  observes  in  the  cervical  re-  under  the  name  of  laterai  otirvaturt.    And 

gion  that  the  articulating  snr£sces  are  nearly  although  caries  of  the  spine  is  occasionally  to 

borixontal ;  consequently  that  this  portion  be  met  with  in  connection  with  lateral  cur- 

of  the  column  must  be  dependent  for  its  vature,  it  is  not  usually  the  primary  affec- 

erect  position  upon  the  ligaments  which  run  tion ;  and  for  general  purposes  the  terms  an- 

from  one  bone  to  the  other,  and  to  the  nu-  gular  and  laterai  curvature  sufficiently  dis« 

merons  muscles  which  are  attached  to  it ;  for  tinguish  them  into  two  grand  pathological 

he  sees  that  there  are  no  projecting  lips  of  daases. 

bone  on  the  sides  of  the  articnlAting  surfaces  I  have  now  selected  the  subject  of  lateral 

whereby  they  are  locked  together,  as  is  the  curvature,  as  it  may  be  well  illustrated  by 

case  in  some  joints,  and  in  portions  of  the  the  following  case,  taken  when  the  subject  of 

spine  in  many  of  the  lower  animals.    As  it  was  first  admitted  by  Mr.  Perry,   and 

this  mode  of  articulating  the  bones  gives  subsequently  by  her  present  dresser,  Mr. 

great  freedom  of  motion,  it  necessitates  a  Renwick: — 

greater  number  of  mosdes  to  keep  it  up-  I  will  now  read  to  you  the  case.  Harriet 
right.  In  the  dorsal  region,  as  the  articu*  Town,  set.  18,  milliner,  single,  slight  made, 
lating  surfaces  are  placed  nearly  perpendicu*  and  rather  strumous  appearance,  admitted 
larly,  the  spine  does  not  require  the  same  into  Lydia's  ward,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  on 
amount  of  force  to  prevent  it  falling  for-  the  15th  of  August,  1842,  with  lateral  cur- 
wards  as  to  prevent  it  inclining  to  one  vature  of  the  spine.  The  principal  curve  in 
aide,  and  he  meets  with  that  enormous  the  dorsal  region,  with  its  convexity  to  the 
mass  of  muscles  usually  described  as  the  right  side ;  slighter  curve  in  the  lumbar 
longiasimus  dorsi,  sacro-lumbalis,  spinalis  region;  convexity  to  the  left  side.  The 
doni,  semi-spinsUs  dorsi — muscles  known  general  appearance  of  the  figure  not  much 
in  the  agg^r^gate  as  the  erector  spinse  mus-  altered,  when  viewed  anteriorly ;  but  poste- 
des.  riorly,  in  addition  to  the  deformity  produced 

In  the  lumbar  region  he  sees  that  the  great  by  the  curvature  of  the  spine,  the  projection 

breadth  of  the  bones,  and  the  corresponding  of  the  scapula  is  very  decided.    She  traces 

great  extent  of  intervertebral  ligaments,  wi£  her  present  condition  to  ill  health  six  years 

the  locking  together  of  the  bones,  limits  the  ago.    At  this  time  she  suffered  much  from 

motion,  and  renden  necessary  the  fewer  pain  in  her  left  side,  which  caused  her  to 

muscles  to  move  and  to  support  it.  lean  in  that  direction.    There  has  not  been 

In  these  observations  on  the  physiology  any  catamenial  disorder.  Menstruation  came 

of  the  muscles  of  the  back,  you  wUl  perceive  on  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  continued 

that  I  have  only  attempted  to  shew  you  the  regularly    since  that    period,    though    her 

importance  of  the  subject  in  relation  to  spinal  general  health  has  never  been  very  good, 

diseases,  without  entering  minutely  into  all  She  says  she  is  at  present  getting  worse, 

those  details  which  it  is  capable  of,  both  in  that  she  is  very  weak,  that  her  appetite  is 

an  anatomical  and  physiological  point  of  very   variable,  that  she  perepires  on   the 

view.  slightest  exertion  ;    she  complains  of  dull 

aching  pain  in  the  loins,  much  increased  by 

Delbrmities  of  the  spine  may  be  divided  percussion    on   the    vertebrsB  ;    occasional 

into  two  grand  classes:  first,  those  which  numbness  of  the  1^,  but  no  paralysis  of 

result    from   disease    commencing   in  the  motion.      The  treatment   pursued    before 

osseous  tissue,  and  those  which  are  occa*  her  admission  was  chiefly  the  administration 

ooned  primarily  by  a  want  of  sufficient  sup-  of  tonic  medicines,  and  the  application  of 

port  from  the  muscles  which  are  attached  to  strengthening   plastera  to   her  back.     She 

the  spine,    lliis  deficiency  on  the  part  of  attributes  the  want  of  improvement  to  having 

the  muscles  may  arise  firom  general  debility,  closely  devoted  herself  to  needle-work.    On 

tmm  partial  debility, — the  muscles  on  one  her  admission,  I  directed  her  to  maintain  the 

side  obtaining  the  mastery  over  their  anta-  recumbent  posture  during  the  greater  part  of 

gonist  muscles  on  the  opposite  side ;  from  the  day,  and  to  use  her  left  hand  and  arm  in 

eKoess  of  power  in  the  muscles  of  one  side,  learning  to  sew,  not  employing  the  right 
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more  than  was  absolately  necessary ;  a  moza  In  private  prBCtice,  when  you  are  calM 

on  the  side  of  the  lumbar  portion  of  the  to  sach  a  case  as  the  one  before  vm,  the  pro« 

spine,  where  her  pain  was  more  severe ;  as  bability  is,  that  the  friends  have  no  idea  that 

a  tonic  medicine— mist,  iodin.  c.  gent,  ter  yonr  patient  has  anyaffeetion  whatevw  of 

die  ;  piK  aloes  c.  myrrh,  occasionally.  the  spinal  colomn.    They  tell  yon  that  tiiey 

It  is  now  Just  two  months  since  she  was    wish  yon  to  see  Miss ,  bmnse  she  has 

admitted,   and    she  has  been   very  much  a  swelling  in  her  boeom,  or  that  one  oollar 

benefited  by  the  treatment :  the  curvature  bone  is  larger  than  the  other,  or  that  her 

is  much  less  ;    the  shou]der>blades  do  not  shoulder  or  her  hip  is  growing  ont.    Bat  aa 

project  so  much ;  she  has  very  little  pain  in  soon  as  the  patient  appears,  you  per6eive» 

her  loins,  and  her  general  health  is  very  from  the  position  of  her  tnuik,  the  spinal 

decidedly  improved.  column  is  tn  fonlt. 

The  distortion  of  the  spine  in  this  case  For,  generally  speaking,  yoa  are  called  to 
arose  principally  from  a  want  of  power  in  these  cases  in  quite'  thnr  early  stage,  and 
the  erector  muscles  of  the  spine  to  perform  before  the  secondary  curve,  by  which  die 
their  office  as  accessory  and  intelligent  liga-  primary  one  is  corrected,  has  occurred,  and 
ments  in  maintaining  llie  spine  in  a  straight  the  trunk  is  not  carried  in  the  erect  posture* 
line  when  the  muscles  of  the  right  scapula  There  is  a  halt  in  her  step,  arising  from  the 
were  unduly  called  upon ;  and  although  we  tilt  of  the  pelvis,  thus  raising  one  ol  the  lower 
must  not  altogether  omit  the  fact  of  her  limbs,  and  virtually  shortening  it.  Y<m 
being  induced  to  incline  to  the  left  side,  in  suggest  the  possibility  of  die  spine  being  in 
consequence  of  the  pain  she  experienced,  I  hnit,  and  request  an  examination.  You 
considered  that  the  action  of  the  trapezius  next  inquire  into  the  history  of  her  ail* 
rhomboidei  and  latissimns  dorsi  muscles  ments ;  and  most  probably  you  find,  as  in 
belonging  to  the  right  arm,  not  being,  from  the  present  case,  diat  there  is  some  ddbot  of 
this  general  debility,  suffidendy  counteracted  constitution,  as  exhibited  in  a  general  want 
by  those  of  the  left,  were  the  principal  agent  of  power,  increased  by  some  evil  habit  arising 
in  the  production  of  the  deformity.  The  from  improper  management  during  the  pro- 
pain  which  she  suffered  in  the  lumbar  portion  grass  of  her  education ;  such  as  confinement 
of  the  spine  indicated  the  strain  upon  the  to  seats  without  backs  to  rest  the  spine  on» 
ligaments  in  that  situation,  occasioned  by  or  straight  high  back  <^airs,  which  are  as 
the  yielding  of  the  spine  in  the  formation  of  bad,  or  the  slavery  which  many  unfortunata 
the  second  or  supplementary  curve  to  females  are  doomed  to  undergo,  as  a  milli* 
counterbalance  the  original  or  dorsal  one.  ner's  apprentice,  with  her  needle  in  her  hand 
The  result  of  the  treatment  shews  that  the  fix>m  morning  till  night,  only  intennpted  to 
bodies  of  the  vertebrae  had  not  yet  been  received  a  hurried  and  scanty  meal,  which  ill 
materially  altered  in  form,  as  you  see  in  the  provides  for  the  vital  wear  and  tear  of  so 
preparation  before  me — the  result  of  old-  many  hours  of  continued  labour, 
standing  disease.  In  all  lateral  curvatures  l^ere  are  some  cases  of  lateral  cnrvatore, 
of  the  spine,  the  intervertebral  substance  ia  but  I  believe  they  aro  very  rara,  which  arise 
necessarily  compressed  on  the  concave  side  ftom  unnatural  action  of  certain  musdea  of 
of  the  curve;  and  when  such  pressure  has  the  spine  produced 'by  abnormal  inner- 
continued  for  some  time,  absorption  takes  vation  —  such  as  we  see  in  inftney,  the 
place,  which  does  not  stop  in  the  fibrous  result  of  dental  irritetion,  and  ooes- 
tissue,  but  extends  to  the  bone ;  and  in  such  sionally  followed  by  various  forms  of  dub- 
cases  the  simple  treatment  which  succeeded  foot  or  partial  paralysis.  I  will  call  your 
in  this  case  would  not  avail.  There  is  attention  to  the  first  case  of  this  kind,  whioh 
another  consequence  of  the  continuance  of  presents  itself  in  the  house.  The  spine  ia 
the  deformity  unremedied  by  surgical  aid,  sometimes  bent  down  in  the  chfldren  of  the 
which  this  preparation  also  illustrates ; — I  poor,  by  its  being  required  to  sustain  day 
allude  to  the  production  of  this  osseous  after  day  heavier  weights  than  it  is  calculated 
layer,  which  has  been  thrown  out  on  the  sides  to  sustain.  I  saw  an  interesting  case  in  the 
of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebra  to  act  as  a  summer-time  of  spinal  curvature,  in  a  girl 
natural  splint,  and  strengthen  the  bent  and  about  14  years  old,  on  the  borders  of  Bpping 
weakened  column.  Now,  beautifriUy  as  Forest,  produced  by  earring  heavy  loads  of 
this  provision  ezhibite  the  resources  of  faggot  wood  on  the  ri^t  i^oulder.  Tight 
nature,  you  will  remember  diat  such  a  lacbg  is  an  occasional  canse  of  deformity, 
growth  would  render  all  attempts  to  correct  though  not,  as  some  authors  would  lead  yon 
the  deformity  not  merely  nugatory  but  to  believe,  the  most  frequent.  The  pressure 
improper.  It  is,  then,  of  the  greatest  of  a  very  stiff  unyielding  strap  will  operate 
importance,  in  all  lateral  curvaturea  of  die  injurioudy,  by  confining  the  scapula  so  aa  to 
spine,  before  you  commence  your  treatment,  interfere  with  the  healthy  and  complete 
to  ascertain  how  long  the  disease  haa  existed,  action  of  those  spinal  muscles  which  are 
and  how  far  the  natural  flexibility  of  the  attached  to  it.  This  confinement  allows  the 
spine  if(  interfered  with.  right  arm,  which  must  be  used,  to  obtain 
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under  power.  It  u  also  pouible  that,  in  dorto  lumbar  region  $  the  curve  conatantly 
weak,  sickly  girls/  the  direct  presimre  of  the  the  same,  having  its  centre  in  the  middle  of 
stays  on  the  ribs  may  operate  upon  the  the  last  dorsal  vertebra ;  absence  of  a  projec- 
spine,  driving  it  firom  the  nde  on  which  tion  or  gibbosity  in  the  middle  of  ttie  con- 
the  pressure  is  greatest ;  but  such  cases  are  vexity  of  the  curve ;  furrows  or  folds  of  the 
rare.  skin,  generally  two  in  number,  always  si- 
It  is  seldom  that  you  find  in  lateral  cunra-  tuated  between  the  crista  of  the  ilium  and 
tore  that  the  spine  is  not  more  or  less  twisted  the  last  rib  ;  considerable  inclination  of  the 
or  contorted.  The  transverse  processes,  trunk,  the  superior  extremity  separated  very 
instead  of  projecting  directly  outwards  from  much  from  the  line  of  gravity ;  elevation  of 
the  spine,  are  turned  together  with  the  bodies,  the  hip  on  the  side  of  the  concavity  when  the 
partially  forwards  and  backwards  ;  so  that  heel  is  detached  from  the  ground ;  propor- 
snpposing  the  convexity  of  the  lateral  curve  tional  shortening  of  the  corresponding, 
is  to  the  right,  the  right  transverse  processes  2.  In  the  morbid  deviations,  on  the  con- 
project  partially  backwards;  and  as  they  trary,  the  variable  seat  of  the  curve,  the 
carry  the  ribs  with  them,  the  angles  of  the  curves  multiplied  and  alternate,  one  of  whidi 
ribs  project,  forming  a  considerable  ridge,  is  the  princi|»l  and  the  other  supplementary  ; 
throwing  the  spinous  processes  ftirther  for-  constant  presence  of  relief,  or  dorsal  and 
wards.  Mr.  Shaw  relates  a  case  in  which  lumbar  gibbosities  on  the  side  of  the  oon- 
the  projection  of  the  transverse  processes  in  vexity  o?  the  curves  ;  cutaneous  furrows, 
the  neck  was  so  great  that  it  was  mistaken  pronounced  and  variable,  with  regard  to  the 
by  the  practitioner  for  a  tumor,  which  he  seat,  as  the  deviations  themselves ;  not  much 
attempted  to  remove  by  bleeding  and  Mis-  inclination  of  the  trunk,  on  account  of  the 
tering.  supplementary  carves ;  elevation  of  the  hip 

The  contortion  or  twisting  of  the  spine  almost  insensible,  or  for  some  time  only, 
was,  I  believe,  first  described  by  Dr.  Dodds,  The  simple  lateral  curvature,  which  the 
a  surgeon  in  the  navy;  and  although  I  cannot  present  case  illustrates,  is  consequent  on 
agree  with  him  in  his  explanation  of  the  debility  of  the  muscnlar  system,  and  it  must 
manner  in  wliich  such  contortion  is  produced,  not  be  confbunded  with  that  deformity  which 
the  fact  itself,  which  is  very  important,  is  occasioned  by  imperfect  development  of 
cannot  be  disputed.  The  importance  the  osseous  tissue.  There  is  a  want  of  due 
of  a  knowledge  of  tiiis  alteration  of  the  solidity  in  the  skeleton,  occasionally  met 
position  of  the  transverse  processes  is  de-  with  in  infkncy,  and  known  by  the  name  of 
pendent  on  the  effoct  which  it  has  of  destroying  rickets,  which  it  is  necessary  vre  should  dis- 
the  symmetry  of  the  erector  spinal  musctoi  tinguish  from  the  weakness  upon  which  this 
on  the  two  sides  of  the  column.  lateral  curvature  depends^  The  term  rickets. 
It  gives  them  an  unnatural  fUness,  espe-  or  rschitism,  has  been  used  so  loosely, 
dally  in  the  loins,  which,  without  due  con-  that  it  may  be  well  to  consider  briefly  its 
sideration,  yon  might  attribute  to  an  inor-  distinguishing  characters  upon  the  skeleton, 
dinate  development  of  muscles,  and  fSeel  If  you  look  at  this  beautifhl  specimen  of  the 
tempted  to  divide  it  with  your  knife,  under  disease,  you  will  see  at  once  that  the  whole 
the  idea  that  such  projection  of  the  muscles  frame-work,  from  the  bones  of  tiie  feet  up 
proved  them  to  be  in  a  state  of  active  con-  to  the  cranium,  is  deformed ;  the  bones  of 
tractility.  the  limbs  are  curved,  and  more  or  less 
The  musdes  of  the  spine  do  become  twisted  on  their  axis.  Their  extremities  are 
shortened  on  the  concave  side  of  the  curve ;  swollen  and  deformed ;  the  articulations  of 
but  I  agree  with  Mr.  Shaw  in  considering  the  feet  and  hands  oflfer  directions  and  rela- 
tMs  as  lie  consequence  of  the  curve,  and  not  tions  which  are  not  natural ;  the  apophyses 
the  cause  of  it, — merely  an  instance  of  the  and  points  of  attadiment  of  musdei  are 
way  in  which  muscles  adapt  themadves  to  unnaturally  prominent ;  and,  to  use  the 
alterations  in  tiie  form  of  the  skeleton.  expression  of  M.  Guerin,  who  has  thus 
I  must  next  caution  you  against  confimnd-  described  these  changes,  the  ribs  are  rounded, 
ing  simulated  disease  of  the  spine  with  real  as  it  were  blown  up,  and  present,  at  thdr 
curvatures.  It  is  not  often  in  private  prac-  stemd  extremity,  a  curvature,  the  concavity 
tioe  that  we  meet  with  such  deception  ;  of  which  looks  forward  and  outwards.  The 
though  that  strange  disease,  hysteria,  some-  chest  is  thus  widened  transversely,  end  de- 
times  calls  forth  the  powers  of  its  victims  to  pressed  into  a  furrow,  in  the  middle  of  the 
simulate  deformity  of  the  spine ;  but  in  articulations  of  the  ribs  with  the  sternal 
hospitals  and  in  the  army  such  cases  ooca-  cartilages.  The  vertebral  column  deviates 
sionally  occur.  M.  Guerin  states  that  pre-  laterally  or  posterioriy,  and  presents  a  suc- 
teftded  deviations  of  tite  spind  column  may  cesdon  of  alternate  curves.  Hie  earbeea 
be  distinguished  from  the  morbid  by  the  are  rounded,  and,  as  it  were,  distended  and 
following  marks  : —  swollen,  presenting  many  points  of  depres- 
1.  In  the  simulated  deviations,  the  seat  don,  which  approach  the  articulating  sur- 
of  the  deviation  is  dways  the  same — the  faces  of  tiie  bodies  :  the  vertebrd  appendices 
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participate  in  the  iqppearaiices,  and  are  more 
or  less  depressed,  as  it  were,  eerutie,  in 
the  yertical  direction,  from  muscular  action. 
The  peWis  has  lost  its  symmetrical  confor- 
mati(m.  Hie  sacrum  is  sometimes  yertical, 
and  sometimes  more  carved  than  natural 
and  thicker  than  usual.  The  hip-bones  are 
more  or  less  approadied ;  they  are  thicker, 
as  are  also  the  blade-bones  and  stemnm  ; 
they  are  shortened  and  thickened :  the  head 
is  generalljYdluminoiu.  The  craninm  thick- 
eneid  principally  on  the  sides.  The  bones  of 
the  face  exhibit,  by  their  exaggerated  de- 
velopment, some  marked  projections,  the 
angles  being  more  acute  than  natural ;  the 
relations  of  proportions  of  all  the  parts  of 
the  osseous  system  are  generally  perverted. 
The  skeleton  in  its  totality,  as  in  each  of  the 
bones  composing  it,  offers  a  true  reduction 
in  length,  in  extent,  and  attests  an  arrest 
of  development.  Rickets,  properly  so  called, 
is  a  malady  of  infancy :  it  is  rarely  observed 
in  the  foetus :  more  frequently  towards  the 
age  of  18  to  20  months ;  very  rarely  after 
the  age  of  six  years. 

Upon  346  cases  which  M.  Goerin  ex- 
amined under  this  point  of  view,  the  inva- 
sion took  place  as  follows  : — 


Cases. 

Before  birth 

3 

During  the  1st  year 

98 

2d    „        s 

176 

3d    „ 

33 

4th   „ 

19 

6th    »,        . 

10 

From  the  6th  to  the  12th 

3 

- 

342 

It   attacks    both  sexes 

nearly    equally. 

Upon  these  346  there  were— 

Males 

148 

198 

346 

These  facts  show  that  many  of  these  devia- 
tions of  the  vertebral  column,  which  have 
been  attributed  to  rachitism,  are  produced  by 
other  causes.  Thus,  all  the  kinds  of  soften- 
ing of  the  bones  in  adults,  and  all  the  defor- 
mities which  supervene,  almost  exclusively 
in  young  girls  towards  the  age  of  puberty, 
are  not  caused  by  rachitism. 

M.  Guerin  shews  the  rachitic  softening  of 
the  bones  as  a  secondary  effect ;  the  disease 
first  exhibiting  itself  by  gastro-intestinal 
derangements,  &c. 

The  period  of  incubation,  as  he  calls  it,  he 
says  is  from  two  to  six  months.  The  true 
eharacters  of  the  period  of  incubation  are  the 
nocturnal  sweats  of  the  belly  and  head,  the 
tympanitic  and  swollen  belly,  diarrhoea  with- 
out coKc,  a  moist  skin,  a  constant  and  uni- 
form  febrile  movement,  lastly,  great  sensi- 
bility of  the  osseous  system. 
.    The   immediate    inflaence  of    rachitism 


upon  the  osseous  system  is  shewn  by  four 
orders  of  different  facts  : — by  deformity  of 
the  bones ;  by  their  reduction  in  dimension ; 
by  the  ultimate  alterations  of  their  tissue ; 
lastly,  by  the  disturbance  and  retardation  of 
the  progress  of  ossification. 

Rachitic  deformity  is  developed  succes- 
sively from  above  to  below,  from  the  bones 
of  the  legs  to  the  femora,  from  the  femora  to 
the  pelvis  ;  next,  the  superior  extremities, 
the  tiiorax ;  and  lastly,  the  vertebral  column 
and  cranium.  M.  Guerin  says,  after  having 
opened  and  examined  a  great  number  of 
rachitic  bones,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
alterations  of  texture  which  they  present  are 
positively  different,  whether  they  bdong  to 
the  period  of  incubation,  deformity,  or  re- 
solution. The  diseases  with  which  rachitism 
has  for  some  time  been  confounded  are,  for 
the  most  part,  deformities  of  the  spine, 
tubercular  affection  of  the  bones,  different 
species  of  osteo  malacia.  The  deformities  of 
the  spine,  improperly  attributed  to  rachi- 
tism, are  all  the  lateral  deviations,  of  what- 
soever nature  they  may  be ;  excurvations, 
principally  tubercular  excurvations. 

Rachitism  of  the  spine  does  not  occur 
without  indications  which  cannot  be  mis- 
taken of  its  existence  in  other  bones.  Tu- 
bercular excurvations  are  never  produced  or 
accompanied  by  deformities  of  the  lower 
limbs.  Softening  of  the  bones  in  adults,  to 
which  M/  Guerin  limits  the  denomination  of 
otteo  malacia,  he  considers  the  results  of 
specific  causes — as  scorbutus,  syphilis,  rheu- 
matism, of  some  particular  defect,  as  the 
cancerous  taint :  all  those  subjects  who  have 
shewn  it  have  presented,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  softening  process,  some  general  symp- 
toms of  these  alterations.  It  is  announced 
by  vivid  and  deep  pains  in  the  bones.  The 
progress  of  the  disease  is  slow,  and  enduring 
for  a  number  of  years,  sometimes  up  to  20. 
It  is  not  announced  simultaneously  in  all 
parts  of  the  skeleton,  neither  below  or  above, 
but  it  only  attacks  by  fractions ;  so  that  when 
we  open  a  subject  which  has  presented  it 
but  slightly  advanced,  we  find  all  the  bones 
separately  affected,  and  at  the  same  time 
portions  of  the  bones  are  altogether  softened 
on  the  one  side,  and  other  portions  of  the 
same  bone  preserve  their  resistance  and  their 
normal  texture. 

M.  Guerin  states  that  he  possesses  many 
examples  of  this  partial  ramollissement  in 
subjects  who  have  died  in  consequence  of 
cancer  of  the  stomach,  breast,  or  ntems. 
Osteo  malacia  and  rachitism  are  thos  essen- 
tially different.  In  the  one  the  osseous  tisroe 
is  merely  softened ;  it  preserves  none  of  the 
consistency  or  texture  of  bone ;  it  is  as  if 
we  poured  upon  the  seat  of  the  softening  a 
very  energetic  fluid,  which  had  the  property 
of  causing  all  traces  of  the  calcareous  sdts 
to  disappear,  leaving  nothing  but  the  fibrous 
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web,  presenting  here  and  tiiere  large  areola  indeed,  it  would  be  impoaaible  to  describe  al^ 

similar  to  the  laige  Tenons  sinoses  of  the  the  measures    which  might  be  jndicionsly 

liver.      I  hare  considered  ^is    digression  employed  in  each  pecuUar  case.^    Exercise 

necessary,  to  prevent  yonr  confounding  the  of  the  spinal  muscles,  without  'fiitigue,    is 

lateral  curvature  of  adult  life    with    that  the  first  thing  to  be  tiiought  of;  secondly, 

which  originates  in  infancy  as  the  effect  of  exercise   of  Sie    spinal    muscles,    without 

rickets ;  and  I  consider  no  apology  necessary  calling  upon  the  ligament  to  sustain  the 

for  the  introduction  of  the  valuable  opinions  spine  in  the  erect  posture ;  thirdly,  giving 

of  M.  Guerin  on  this  subject.  the  muscles  greater  power  to  maintain  their 

We  must  now,   gentlemen,  consider  the  contractile  foree  ;    fourthly,    reduction    of 

treatment  of  these  cases  of  lateral  curvature  inflammation  which  has  been    excited    in 

when  they  present  themselves  in  the  early  the  ligaments  of  the  spine.    Thus  the  re* 

stages,  as  in  the  case  which  has  just  been  cumboit  posture  is  necessary  for  the  liga- 

related.  ments,  the  maintenance  of  the  erect  posture 

¥int,  then,  with  regard  to  the  constttu-  for  the  exercise  of  the  muscles ;  and  although 
tional  treatment  of  such  cases.     It  is  a  dis-  these  two  requisites  to  the  cure  appear  to- 
ease  of  debility,  and  the  constitution  must  tally  opposed,  the  judicious    surgeon    will 
be  strengthened ;  but  you  must  not  suppose  find  many  ways  of  effecting  the  same  prin- 
tbat  this  is  to  be  done  by  simply  giving  dple,  though  his  means  may  vary.    Thus, 
tonic  medicines.    You  must  first  ascertain  though  he  must  never  confine  his  patient 
the  state  of  the  intestinal  secretions,  not  by  altogether  to  a  sofa,  as  the  total  idleness  of 
inquiry,  for  this  is  always  unsatidactory,  the  muscles  would  render  them  wholly  use- 
but  by  the  examination  of  the  state  of  the  less,  he  must  enjoin  the  recumbent  posture 
tongue,  and  observing  the  fsscal  evacuations  as  the  rule  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  erect 
for  yourself,  and  then  giving  a  purgative,  posture  as  the  exception.     Mr.  Shaw  has 
containing    a   greater  or  less  quantity  of  suggested  many  excellent,  and  indeed  elegant, 
mereury,  according  to  their  character ;  for  contrivances  for  calling  forth  the  energy  of 
there  are  none  of  these  cases  which  do  not  the  erector  muscles  of  the  spine,  for  tiie 
require  some  alterative  medicine  before  you  detuls  of  which  I  must  refer  you  to  his 
can  give  tonics  with  benefit.     Yon  will  select  admirable  work  on  the  Spinal  Diesases.  Hie 
your  tonic  according  to  the  state  of  female  practice  of  rubbing  or  shampooing  the  mus- 
health,  giving  a  preference  to  the  various  eles  is  of  the  greatest  value,  as  it  improves 
forms  of  steel  if  the  patient  has  attained  and   accelerates    the    circulation  of  blood 
the  age  of  puberty,  and  the  menstruation  is  through  their  vessels.     In  the  case  before 
not  regular  and  healthy.     But  if,  as  in  the  us  I  insisted  upon  her  using  the  needle  with 
ease  before  us,  the  functions  of  the  uterus  her  left  hand,  as  she  lay  in  bed,  trith  a  view 
are  duly  performed,  then  I  think  that  small  to  exercise  freely  the  spino-scapular  muscles, 
doeesof  iodine  with  the  iodide  of  potassium,  As  a  local  antiphlogistic,  there  is  nothing 
in  a  bitter  mixture,  forms  an  excellent  tonic,  equal  to  the  moxa,  the  efllcacy  of  which  in 
though  it  of  coarse  requires  to  be  carefully  reducing    inflammation    has    been    dearly 
watched,  as,  after  a  time,  it  occasionally  shown  in  the  present  case.     In  reference  to 
disi^irees*  with  the  stomach,  and  must  be  the  treatment  of  mora  confirmed  cases  of 
omitted  for  some  other.     I   have  insisted  spinal  curvature,  all  of  which  require  addi- 
mudi  on  the  importance  of  constitutional  tional  mechanicfld  treatment,  I  must  defer 
treatment,  but  you  must  not  imagine  that  my  observations  to  a  fdture  lecture, 
this  can  accomplish  all:    no  patient  with  ......._.^._^.____________.^_ 

distortion  of   &e  spine   will    outgrow    it 

without  local  treatment.     If  the  disposition  ILLUSTRATIONS 

to  curvature  is  not  arrested,  instead  of  out-  or  thb 

goirag  the  msease,  t^  additional  length  of  p^xHOLOGY,  DIAGNOSIS,  &  TREAT- 

tbe  spme  will  only  add  to  the  deformity.  _  '_ .,,,,«   .„ 

"  A  ^ine,  slightiy    distorted    (says    Mr.  MENT  OF  OPHTHALMIC  AF- 

Shaw),  in  a  growing  girl,  may  be  made  FECTIONS. 

straight ;   but  if  it  be  neglected  (however  »,  r>  m*  «  ^  «.  ▼ 

great  may  be  tiie  attention  paid  to  tiie  state  By  Eow.  Hockbn,  M.D.  M.R.C.S Ji.  &c 

of  the  health),  the  curve  will  become  de-  [Continued  fkimi  YoL  ii.  lMl-2,  p.  17S.] 

cidedly  worse ;  and  if  it  be  permitted  to  in-  ._ 

crease  to  such  a  degree  as  to  rendar  tiie  j^  new  and  improved  plan  of  treating 

i^sanguhu-.  It  IS  very  doubtful  whether  a        gtrumow  conmnctivttu.     The  patho- 

p^jt»to«tionoftheformcanererb^        ^         ^y  ^^,.^^^      ^^^    „^„^^    ^„^ 

effected."     In  spealung  of  local  treatment,         ...„*™.  ^r  *l^  i^^i  ^/r^^*i»^  *nith 
the  time  necesaSTSotted  to  a  clinical        «y"¥"^?«  f  <*«  '«'~'  affection,  with 

lecture  forbids  my  entering  into  mudidetaU;  "    ihe  rationale  oj  treatment. 

but  it  is  very  important  to  dwell  upon  the  Strumous  conjunctivitiB  is  a  very  fre- 

prindples  wluch  should  guide  your  practice;  quent  and  distressing  disease  of  the 
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eye,  which   occasions  severe  distress  apathy  of  the  mind  and  body  of  another; 

during  its  continuance,  lasts  an  indefi-  or  the  foul,  dry,  swarthy  coloured  skin, 

nite  period,  and  is  apt  to  be  renewed  swollen  countenance,  dark  hair,  &c.  of 

from  slight  Tariations  in  climate,  or  a  third.    A  true  condition  of  consdtu- 

any  other  exciting  cause.    Those  only  tional  struma,  however,  depends,  not 

who  have  seen  much  of  this  disease,  on  any  mere  physical  condition  of  the 

the  long  time  it  occasionally  lasts,  the  body,  but  on  actual  contamination  of 

obstinacy  it  manifests  to  common  reme-  the  blood  by  imperfectly  assimilated 

dies,  and  the  great  distress  and  anxiety  matter,  and  this  state  of  the  blood  is 

it   occasions   both    the   patients   and  itself  dependent  upon,  and  kept  up  by, 

friends,  can  appreciate  the  value  of  any  a  peculiar  derangement  of  the  digestive 

plan   of    treatment   which    promises  and  assimilative  organs.    Both  these 

almost  certain  and  immediate  relief,  pathological  elements  are  concerned  in 

which  occasions  no  pain  in  its  appli-  the  production  of  strumous  conjunc- 

cation,  nor  requires  skIII  or  judgment  tivitis ;  the  fifth  nerve  suffers  from  the 

in  its  use  or  repetition.    Such  a  plan  propagation  of  irritation  from  the  gan- 

of  treatment  I  »iall  have  presently  to  glionic  system  of  nerves — being  referred 

offer  to  the  notice  of  my  professional  to  its  extremity — and  the  inflammation 

brethren,  and  in  doing  so,  I  feel  per-  of  the  conjunctiva  is  modified  by  the 

suaded  that  there  are  none  who  will  strumous  condition  of  the  blood» 

take  the  trouble  to  give  it  a  fair  trial  As  I  have  before  stated,  so  now  I 

who  will  not  bear  me  out  in  its  great  repeat,  that  the  manifestations  of  this 

superiority,  almost  unfailing  efficacy,  constitutional  disease  are  different  in 

ana  superior  advantages.  different  grades  of  individuals.    Tuber- 

Strumous  disease  is  not  confined  to  cular  phthisis  is  thus  handed  down  in 
the  conjunctiva,  but  scrofulous  inflam-  a  peculiar  form  of  the  general  cachexia, 
mations  affect  the  lids,  cornea,  a(][ueous  and  this  cachexia  is  generated  by  ad- 
membrane,  iris,  &c.  i  hence  I  object  to  verse  fortuitous  circumstances,  mani- 
the  term  of  "strumous  ophthalmia,"  festing  itself  in  this  and  other  frag- 
whieh,  from  the  vague  meaning  of  the  ments  of  a  great  constitutional  disease, 
latter  term,  might  with  equal  justice  be  But  the  other  and  more  generally  re« 
applied  to  anjr  of  these  affections  as  to  cognized  indications  of  struma  are 
strumous  conjunctivitis.  They  are  all  rarely  present  in  the  phthisical  consti- 
forms  of  inflammation  modified  by  the  tution  (such  as  enlarged  glands,  upper 
condition  of  the  constitution ;  and  be-  lip,  eruptions,  &c.)  although  the  patho' 
fore  I  proceed  to  describe  the  local  logy  is  similar,  and  the  products  of 
aflection,  it  will  be  well  to  consider  diseased  action  identical.  Again,  where 
briefly  the  nature  of  the  general  state  the  lymphatic  elands  undergo  strumous 
of  the  system.  deposition  and  inflammation,  the  ears 

Struma,  in  one  form  or  another,  is  are  sore,  and  the  skin  is  affected  with 
the  most  prevalent  affection  which  eruptions,  then  it  is  that  the  lids  and 
affects  the  inhabitants  of  damp  and  eyes  are  subject  to  attacks  of  inflam- 
variable  climates.  Like  many  other  mation,  &c.,  of  which  strumous  con- 
constitutional  diseases,  the  peculiar  junctivitis  forms  one  of  the  list, 
form  possessed  by  the  parent  is  almost  The  reason  why  particular  organs 
sure  to  be  handed  down  to  the  ofl^pring,  and  tissues  are,  as  it  were,  selected  by 
or  a  state  of  system  extremely  prone  to  a  disease  having  so  wide  a  diffusion  as 
take  on  similar  diseased  actions.  This  the  mass  of  circulating  blood,  is  depen- 
tact,  among  others,  proves  that  several  dent  on  an  attraction  which  subsists 
allied,  but  more  or  less  dissimilar  con-  between  such  parts  and  the  peccant 
ditions  of  constitution,  are  included  materials  contained  in  the  blood.  Not 
under  the  term  struma ;  for,  in  fact,  a  only  are  these  matters  attracted  by  the 
merely  predisposed  condition  of  system  affected  tissues,  but  sufliciently  so  to 
is,  in  common  parlance,  termed  a  scro-  separate  them  from  the  blood,  and  to 
fulous  constitution— such,  for  instance,  retain  and  fix  them  in  connexion  with 
as  the  fine  skin,  clear  delicate  com-  the  tissues — subsequent  processes  rid- 
plexion,  light  hair,  larg;e  blue  eyes,  long  ding  the  system  of  their  presence  alto- 
eyelashes,  and  precocious  intellect,  of  gether.  From  the  abundance  of  the 
one  form ;   the  dry,  harsh  skin,  lym-  material,  and  the  constancy  with  which 

Shatic  temperament,  soft  flaccid  con-  it  is  renewed,  we  can  readil]^  understand 

ition   of  the   muscles,  dulness  and  how  so  many  organs  are  involved,  in 
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severe  cases.  In  all  diseases  depending  covered  with  a  slimy  my ish  mucous 
upon  a  specific  virus  circulating  with  coat.  At  other  times  tne  whole  tongue 
the  blood,  I  believe  that  the  local  dis-  is  covered  with  a  thin  opaaue  mucous 
ease  is  set  up  by  the  mutual  and  elec-  covering,  through  which  tne  papillos 
live  attraction  between  the  tissue  and  project ;  or  this  is  distributed  in  more 
the  ]poi8on,  the  ultimate  aim  being  to  or  less  circular  confluent  spots,  often 
elimmate  it  from  the  system  by  sub-  with  a  brownish  diy  streak  down  the 
sequent  processes.  This,  for  instance,  centre  in  the  morning.  The  appetite 
is  the  case  in  constitutional  syphilis,  for  food  and  drink  is  very  uncertain : 
where  the  discharges  attending  its  the  patient  is  often  thirsty,  and  has  a 
local  manifestations  are  themKelves  ravenous  desire  for  food.  Sometimes, 
poisoned,  although  the  poison  is  diluted  on  the  contrary,  there  is  great  loss  of 
and  less  virulent  than  the  discharge  of  appetite,  and  unaccountable  dislikes 
primary  sores.  Dr.  Budd,  of  Bristol,  and  fancies.  The  bowels  are  generally 
m  his  very  able  and  interesting  paper*  confined,  alternated  with  occasional 
on  the  Symmetry  of  Disease,  has  clearly  attacks  of  diarrhoea,  depending,  pro- 
proved  that  the  essential  condition  of  bably,  on  the  irritation  which  accumu- 
each  individual  lesion  is  dependent  on  lated  matters  in  the  large  intestines  ul- 
detention  of  morbid  matters,  and  their  timately  set  up.  The  evacuations  are 
being  held  in  union  or  affinity  with  the  unnatural  in  smell,  colour,  and  con- 
|iart  aifected.  sistence ;  they  have  a  putrid  odour,  are 

All  the  best  modem  writers  have  of  a  lightish  brown  colour,  a  clayish 
acknowledged  the  invariable  presence  consistence,  mixed  with  much  mucus, 
of  that  condition  of  the  digestive  organs  undigested  or  partly  digested  food,  and 
which  I  have  stated  to  be  the  origo  ei  sometimes  blood.  There  is  often  jj^n 
fom  malt — the  source  of  that  conta-  in  the  stomach  or  abdomen.  The 
mination  of  the  blood  from  whence  breath  is  foul,  and  there  is  generally 
the  local  phenomena  spring.  Dr.  much  irritation  about  the  nose,  mouth, 
Toddf  states,  that  in  his  opinion  (in  and  sometimes  the  rectum,  so  that  the 
which  Sir  James  Clark  concurs)  stru-  child  picks  and  scratches  these'  parts 
mous  dyspepsia  presented  a  more  cha-  continually,  and  often  occasions  un- 
racteristic  feature  of  this  habit  of  body  pleasant  sores.  The  urine  is  pale  and 
than  any  physiognomical  portrait  which  abundant,  depositinfi"  the  triple  i)ho6- 
has  yet  been  drawn  of  it.  For  upon  phates  on  cooling.  The  skin  is  either 
whatever  temperament  the  diseased  narsh,  dry,  and  subject  to  eruptions,  or 
eonstitution  called  scrofula  engrafts  of  a  fair  waxy  appearance,  with  con- 
itself,  this  form  of  dyspepsia  will  also  spicuous  veins ;  in  which  latter  case 
there  be  found ;  and,  therefore,  being  tnere  is  almost  always  a  slight  degree 
constantly  present  with  it,  preceding  of  hectic  present,  and  copious  partial 
and  accompanying  the  various  symp-  night  sweats.  The  sleep  is  seldom  per- 
toms  which  issue  from  it,  it  would  be  fectly  calm  and  undisturbed ;  it  is 
contrary  to  all  reason  to  refuse  it  an  either  broken  suddenly  with  a  start,  or 
important  share  (nay,  the  whole  share,  the  patient  is  restless,  grinds  his  teeth, 
with  the  other  organs  of  assimilation)  talks,  or  even  screams.  The  throat  is 
in  the  development  of  this  disordered  apt  to  suffer  in  some  cases  in  an  ad- 
habit,  and  in  the  production  of  the  vanced  sta^e,  from  repeated  infiamma- 
local  affections  which  have  hitherto  too  tions,  and  tne  tonsils  undergo  chronic 
much  engrossed  the  attention,  to  the  enlargement,  and  in  these  also  the 
exclusion  of  a  proper  consideration  of  upper  lip  enlarges,  and  the  membrane 
the  constitutional  disease.                ^  of  the  nose  is  almost  always  enea£;ed.' 

The  derangement  in  the  abdominal  The  temper  becomes  irritable  and  rret- 

and  assimilative  organs  presents  some  ful,  and  the  child  cries  from  slight 

slight  diversity  of  symptoms  in  different  causes — the  superaddition  of  strumous 

cases.     The  abdomen  is  unnaturally  conjunctivitis  greatly  augmenting  this 

protuberant,  and  entozoa  are  vei^  apt  morbid  trait. 

to  generate  in  some  part  of  the  intes-        Althouj?h  this  is  but  an  imperfect 

tinal  canal.    The  ton^e  is  frequently  sketch  of  the  pathology  of  struma,  it 

red  at  the  tip  and  edges,  and  tne  pa-  must  suffice  for  my  present  purpose, 

pillfB  prominent,  whilst  the  centre  is  and  I  will  now  pass  on  to  consider  the 

■  --  -  -  .    -.  — — ; phenomena  of  strumous  conjunctivitis, 

t  cjl*  S'm^lKd.  Vol'u';  p.  654.  omitting  strumous  corncitis,  &c. 
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What  I  have  endeavoured  toefCaUish  night  there  is  a  remission  of  these  8yiiip« 

in  the  foregoing  remarks  niajr  be  ex-  toms,  and  in  the  darkness  the  child 

pressed   under   the  ibUowins;  propo-  opens  its  eyes,  and  appears  altogether 

sitions : — That  a  physical  conformation  much  better.    I  believe  that  the  affec- 

of  body,  predisposed  to  struma,  does  tion  is  greatly  increased,  and  maintained 

not  necessarily  imply  a  strumous  con-  almost  entirely,  by  this  constant  source 

tittution :  That  a  peculiar  derangement  of  irritation,  (the  spasm  of  the  orbicu- 

of  the  digestive,  excretive,  and  assimi-  lari8),and  that  to  remove  the  irritability 

lative  organs  is  the  first  source  of  the  of  the  lids  and  conjunctiva  is  to  cure 

disordered   habit :    That    the    patho-  the  disease. 

logical  element  of  the  constitutional  When  we  come  to  examine  the  eye, 
^ease  consists  in  a  contamination  of  even  in  children  who  strive  to  assist  the 
the  general  mass  of  the  blood  with  im-  practitioner,  the  fpreatest  difficulty  is 
perrectly  assimilated  or  tuberculous  experienced,  and  m  some  cases  actual 
matter :  That  local  diseases  arise  from  force  is  absolutely  required  to  separate 
an  elective  atraction  between  this  the  lids ;  a  proceeding  not  calculated  to 
matter  and  the  tissues,  its  separation  improve  the  features  of  the  case.  The 
from  the  blood,  and  subsequent  pro-  necessary  exposure  to  light  occasions  a 
cesses  to  eliminate  it  from  the  system :  profuse  aischarge  of  scaldinfi^  tears,  and. 
That  there  are  distinct  varieties  of  con-  on  attempting  to  raise  the  lid,  it  often 
stitutional  and  local  manisfestations  becomes  inverted,  whilst  the  eyeball  is 
derived  from  one  source :  That  stru-  rotated  out  of  sight  upwards  and  out- 
mous  conjunctivitis  is  dependent  on  a  wards.  If  we  succeed  in  fairly  view- 
propagated  irritation  manifested  in  the  ing  the  eye,  we  observe  a  bundle  of 
nfth  nerve,  and  slight  inflammation  of  vessels  forming  a  cone,  with  the  apex 
the  conjunctiva.  towards   the   cornea ;    generally  very 

Strumous  diseases  of  the  eye  are  rare  slight,  and  frequently  terminating  in  a 

after  puberty,  and  although  I  have  seen  minute  translucent  elevation,  which  is 

strumous  comeitis  in  a  man  of  23  years,  an  imperfect  vesicle  or  phlyctenula. 

I  have  never  met  with  the  conjunctival  There  may  be  several  of  these  in  dif- 

disease    before   two  years,    nor  after  ferent  periods  of  their  proeress :  some 

puberty.      The  disease  is  sometimes  incomplete,  others  collapsed,  and  form- 

aevere  and  of  short  duration,  especially  ing  a  minute  depression  or  dimple ;  some 

the  first  attacks,  but  after  several  re-  in  a  state  of  ulceration,  either  slight  or 

newals  it  is  apt  to  linger  in  a  very  severe ;  and  others  acain  having  cica- 

chronic  form,  with  frequent  augmenta-  trized,  and  left  a  small  opaque  speck  or 

tions  from  every  exposure  to  change  of  diminutive  albugo.    They  are  situated 

weather,  or  increased  derangement  of  most  commonly  at  the  junction  of  the 

the  digestive  organs.  cornea  and  sclerotica,  sometimes  further 

Symplamt. — On  seeing  a  child  with  in  on  the  cornea,  and  less  frequently  on 

•trumous  coniunctivitis,  the  great  in-  the    conjunctiva  beyond  the   comea« 

tolerance  of  light,  and  the  nrm  spas-  Although  shght  vascularity  is  a  feature 

modic  closure  of  the  lids,  (photophobia  of  the  less  chronic  cases,  and  is  beauti- 

and  blepharospasmus)  especially  attrac t  fiiUy  seen  when  the  lids  can  be  quickly 

our  attention.    The  orbicularis  paipe-  separated,  as  in  the  sleepincr  child,  or 

brarum  keeps  up  a  constant  pressure  seiringan  opportunity  when  uie  patient 

on,  and  irritation  of,  the  affected  mem«  is  unprepar^i,   yet  if  much  violence 

brane,  by  the  severe  spasm  they  con-  has  been  resorted  to,  the  eye  appears 

stantly  suffer  when  exposed  even  to  much  laden  with  blood,  and  the  lids 

moderate  light :  even  the  mere  action  very  vascular. 

of  the  light  on  the  lids,  and  of  the  small       The  affection  commences  with  vascu- 

quantity  which  passes  through  to  the  larity  of  the  lids  and  great  intolerance 

coniunctiva,  is  unbearable,  so  that  the  of  light ;  sometimes  much  watering  of 

child  leans  its  face  on  its  nurse's  shoul-  the  eye.    As  the  case  proceeds,  some- 

der,  or  if  in  bed  on  the  pillow,  even  in  times  in  a  few  hours,  the  local  symp- 

comparative   darkness.      In    chronic  toms  1  have  mentioned  become  deve- 

cases  the  edges  of  the  lids  are  kept  in  loped : — The  tears  are  poured  out  pro- 

this  manner  in  an  almost  inverted  con-  fusely  on  exposure  to  the  light,  tlie 

ditton,  and  the  eyelashes  get   under  child  cries  and  complains  of  pain,  and 

them,  and  are  thus  retained,  greatly  frequently  sneezes  violently,  from  the 

augmenting   the    distress.      Towards  propagation  of  irritation  to  the  nose 
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fromthebranches'df  the  fifth  nerve  sup-  jimctival  covering  of  the  cornea  fre* 
plyine  the  lids  and  conjunctira  to  the  quently  thickened  and  vascular,  some* 
naso-Tobular  branch,  which  passes  into  times  so  much  so  as  to  deserve  the 
the  nose  through  the  cribriform  plate  name  of  pannus.  One  or  both  eyes  may 
of  the  ethmoid.  When  phlyctenul&e  suffer  either  simultaneously  or  conse- 
are  present  they  terminate  either  in  a  cutively.  One  is,  in  general,  more  se- 
smafl  transparent  depresdon,  termed  a  verely  afiected  than  me  other,  or  the 
dimple,  or  go  on  to  ulceration  of  various  severity  passes  alternately  from  one 
degrees  and  severity.  These  ulcers  eye  to  the  other.  It  is  in  the  chronic 
are  generally  transparent,  and  not  veiy  stage  that  the  deeper-seated  tissues  are 
deep,  but  in  unfavourable  cases,  and  if  occasionally  involved. 
not  attended  to,  they  will  sometimes  PaMo/o^y.— The  intolerance  of  light 
become  funnel-shaped,  and  penetrate  in  this  disease  is  usually  attributed  to 
deeply,  so  as  to  allow  the  capsule  of  the  an  affection  of  the  retina,  but  I  believe 
aaueous  humour  to  protrude  in  the  form  that  the  true  retina  has  nothing  to  do 
of  a  transparent  vesicle.  The  base  of  with  its  production :  I  think,  if  we  ex- 
the  ulcer  is  placed  superficially,  dimi-  amine  its  symptoms  and  cure,  we  cannot 
nishinff  in  size  as  it  penetrates  the  dif-  fail  to  trace  it  to  the  ophthalmiodivision 
ferent  layen  of  the  cornea.  If  the  de-  of  the  fifth  nerve  solely  andexdnsively. 
stnictive  process  be  not  now  checked  The  fifth  (this  division)  is  a  nerve  of 
the  aqueous  capsule  bursts,  the  aqueous  sensation,  secretion,  and  nutrition,  sup- 
hnmoor  escapes,  and  frequently  a  por-  plying  common  sensibility  to  the  eye, 
tion  of  the  iris  protrudes  from  the  wound,  and  ail  the  contents  of  the  orbit^  and 
forming  what  is  termed  myocephalon,  ovemilinfir  the  function  of  the  lachry- 
from  its  resemblance  to  the  head  of  a  mcJ  gland.  If  we  ask  any  phvsiolog^t 
fly.  The  cornea  is  rendered  opaque  how  the  muscles  of  the  orbit  derive 
from  the  cicatrization,  forming  small  their  sensibility,  he  will  reply  through 
specks  where  the  damage  has  been  the  fifth  nerve,  but  that  the  filaments 
slight,  denser  and  larger  forms  of  which  actually  supply  these  muscles 
albugo  when  more  severe,  and  when  are  unknown.  Now  I  believe  that  the 
the  ulcer  has  penetrated  and  the  iris  retina  itself  is  in  direct  communication 
protruded,  an  indelible  opacity,  with  a  with  the  fifth,  through  the  medium  of 
central  black  sneck,  or  a  limited  sta-  filaments  distributed  with  those  of  the 
phyloma  from  tne  pseudo- cornea,  ad-  optic  nerve ;  not,  as  Magendie  thought, 
Derent  to  the  iris,  being  thrust  forwards  the  actual  nerve  of  signt,  but  as  the 
whilst  soft  bj  the  aqueous  fiuid.  Stru-  source  of  common  sensibility  to  light, 
moos  opacities  of  these  kinds  (except-  and  the  medium  of  impressions  on  the 
ing  the  latter),  will  ^nerally  lessen  or  iris  through  the  lenticular  ganglion.  It 
disappear,  after  a  longer  or  shorter  is  true  I  can  offer  no  actual  anatomical 
period^  bv  the  natural  powers  being  demonstration  of  this  opinion,  but  in 
quickened  by  an  appropriate  treatment,  this  I  am  not  singular,  as  in  the  case  of 
As  the  attacks  multiply,  and  assume  the  muscles  just  alluded  to ;  neverthe- 
more  and  more  of  a  chronic  form,  the  less  I  will  proceed  to  show  mv  reasons 
clnld  acquires  a  peculiar  physiognomy ;  for  thinking  so.  If  a  small  foreign 
the  brow  is  contracted,  the  cheek,  ala  body,  as  a  grain  of  sand,  get  between 
of  the  nose,  and  angle  of  the  mouth,  the  upper  eyelid  and  globe,  a  temporary 
are  drawn  up,  to  protect  it  in  some  condition,  very  analogous  to  strun^ons 
measure  from  the  light ;  and  from  the  conjunctivitis,  is  induced :  the  patient 
frequent  application  of  the  stimulating  manifests  the  greatest  intolerance  to 
tears  to  the  cheek,  &c.,  and  the  suscep-  light,  the  orbicularis  palpebrarum  is 
tibility  of  the  little  patient  to  take  on  affected  spasmodically,  the  pupil  con^ 
disfsssed  actions,  the  face  becomes  ex-  tracU  to  a  jUne  point,  Bfid  the  eye  waters 
coriatedor  covered  with  eruptions.  The  profusely.  Wnen  we  come  to  examine 
scalp,  behind  the  ears,  and  the  external  it  we  find  the  eye  turned  greatly  up- 
ear  itself,  often  suffer  from  vesicular  or  wards,  and  the  same  difficulty  witn  the 
pustular  disease  in  this  stage.  The  eve-  orbicularis.  Now,  in  this  case,  it  is  ob- 
ushes,  as  I  have  mentioned,  often  be-  vious  that  all  the  symptoms  depend  ex- 
come  inverted  under  the  lid,  and  the  clusively  on  an  irritation  of  some  fila- 
edges  of  the  lids  themselves  more  or  ments  of  the  ophthalmic  division  of  the 
less  entropic*  The  eyes  and  lids  are  fifth  nerve.  But  it  is  eoually  clear  to 
now  mucli  more  vascular,  and  the  con-  my  mind  that  although  the  fifth  nerve 
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produces  contraction  of  the  pupil  per  It  is  clear,  therefore^  that  the  in- 

i€,  still  under  ordinary  circumstances  tolerance  of  light,  the  spasmodic  closure 

the  light  must  fall  on  the  retina  to  oc-  of  the  lids,  the  profuse  iachrymation, 

casion  this  change.    The  experiments  the  contracted  state  of  the  pupil,  and 

of  Fontana  prove  that  the  mere  action  the  involuntary  efforts  to  exclude  the 

of  light  on  tne  iris  is  insufficient  to  pro-  light,  in  strumous  conjunctivitis,  are 

duce  contraction  of  the  pupil,  unless  the  not  dependent  on  any  derangement  in 

retina  be  simultaneously  affected.    But  the  state  of  the  retina  itself,  but  on. 

daily  observation  also  proves  that  if  the  irritation  of  the  various  filaments  of  the 

fifth  nerve  be  in  a  state  of  irritation  the  fifth  nerve  which  supply  these  parts, 

action  of  the  light  on  the  eyelids  alone  including  the  retina.    And  that  this  is 

is  amply  sufficient  to  produce  the  same  the  true  pathology  of  the  affection  those 

effects.    The  experiments  of  Magendie  cases  show,  where  all  these  svmptoms 

also  tend  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  the  are  present  witiiout  phlyctenulie  or  any 

function  and    communication  of   the  notable  redness;  and,  moreover,  as  I 

fifth  nerve,  and  not,  as  he  ima^ned,  that  shall  presently  show,  that  to  remove 

it  was  the  true  nerve  of  vision  ;  for  the  great  susceptibility  of  this  nerve  is 

although  the  retina  was  apparently  in-  to  cure  the  disease, 

sensible  toan  intense  light  from  division  I  shall   omit   the  consideration  of 

of  this  nerve,    it  does  not  necessarily  causes,  diagnosis,  and  prognosis,  and 

follow  that  the   animals  were  blind,  pass  on  to  treatment,  merely  remarking 

His  experiments  were   performed  on  that  some  accidental  increase  of  the 

rabbits,  in  whom  division  of  the  fifth  permanent  disturbance  of  the  intestinal 

nerve    produces    contraction    of   the  canal,  or  the  induction  of  derangement 

pupil;  and  even  here,  when  he  ad-  in  the   eye    from    common   causes — 

mitted  solar  light,  and  concentrated  it  especially   atmospheric    vicissitudes — 

on  the  retina  oy  a  lens,  the  animal  excite    or   establish    the   ophthalmic 

closed  its  lids.  In  some  verv  ingenious  affection, 

and  interesting  remarks,  Mr.  Walker*  „,  Soathampton  street, 

has  sho¥m  that,  under  similar  circum-  Covent  Garden, 

stances,  only  sensibility  to  light  is  lost,  [To  be  continued.] 

but  not  the  proper  functions  of  the 

s"SS=d  bjKftS'n'SV^il^* ^  OBSERVATIONS  ON  PUS  AND 

lysed  on  one  side  of  the  face ;  and  in  MUCUS, 

this  case  there  was  a  striking  difference  

in  the  sensibility  of  the  two  eyes  to  j^  ^j^^  jg^,Yor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

light.    The  healthy  eye  could  not  bear 

the  same  amount  of  light  for  a  single  ^i^» 

instant  which  produced  no  impression  The  insertion  of  the  following  obser- 

on  the  eye  of  the  pareAyti«  side :  the  vations  in  your  valuable  periocucal  will 

flame  was  distincdy  visible  to  the  eye,  oblige,  sir, 

but  it  produced  no  irritation.    Again,  Your  obedient  servant, 

where  persons  are  quite  blind,  sensi*  John  W.  Griffith,  M.D.F.L.S. 

bility  to  light  often  remains.  9,  St.  John's  Square,  Not.  5, 1842. 

Cases  of  complete  amaurosis  are  oc- 
casionally met  with  where  the  iris  The  mode  of  distinguishing  pus  from 
moves  with  activity  and  freedom,  and  mucus  has  occupied  the  attention  of  so 
where  the  patients  can  tell  by  their  mainy  authors,  and  so  many  pages  have 
sensations  tne  difference  between  light  been  devoted  to  its  consideration,  that 
and  darkness,  witihout  being  able  to  any  furtlier  observations  at  first  sight 
see  at  all.  These  cases  appear  to  dis-  appear  unnecessary.  In  diseases  of  the 
sect,  as  it  were,  the  different  portions  chest,  now  that  the  physical  examina- 
of  the  retina,  and  show  its  separate  tion  of  that  cavity  by  auscultation  and 
functions— the  true  retina  is  paralysed  percussion  renders  us  so  certain  of  the 
by  disease  in  some  part  of  the  visual  disease  within,  assistance  is  rarely 
nervous  system,  whilst  the  sensitive  sought  for  from  either  the presenceorab- 
function  of  the  fifth,  and  the  motor  sence  of  mucus  or  pus  in  the  expecto- 
functions  of  the  third  nerves  remain  rated  matter.  Mv  object  here  is  to  notice 

intact. ^^^  or  two  of  tne  proposed  methods  of 

*  Philosophy  of  the  Bye,  p.  m.  distinguishing  one  from  the  other,  and 
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«»  atfetnpt  to  show  the  true  relation  of  ing  the  expectorated  "  purulent''  matter 
pus  to  mucus.  Pus  when  pure  is  com-  in  the  last  stage  of  phthisis,  where  there 
posed  of  two  kinds  of  globules  floating  is  an  enormous  progressing  ulcerating 
or  suspended  in  a  liquid  containinc^  free  surface,  and  when  we  should  expect  a 
albumen.  The  first  of  these  globules  large  quantity  of  true  pus  to  be  secreted, 
are  granular  on  the  surfece,  and  much  at  not  finding  more  than  a  trace  of  free 
larger  than  the  second,  and  when  acted  albumen ;  although  the  pus  globules 
upon  by  acetic  acid  the  external  part  were  abundant  I  believe  that  Gueter- 
10  dissolved,  leaving  nuclei,  varying  in  bock  is  perfectly  correct  in  stating* 
number,  undissolved;  the  smaller  glo-  that  free  albumen  is  not  secreted  by 
bules  are  smooth  and  transparent,  and  mucous  surfaces  except  they  be  ulce- 
unaltered  by  acetic  acid.  Mucus  is  com-r  rated';  therefore  that  pus  is  not  secreted 
posed,  as  described  by  Mandl*,  of  glo-  unless  under  the  same  circumstances, 
oules  undistinguishable  from  pus,  irre-  Pus,  when  contained  in  urine,  fulls  to 
gularly  diffused  through  a  viscid  te-  the  bottom,  and  forms  a  bran4ike  layer, 
nacious  mass  which  appears  itself  com-  which  by  stirring  is  readily  diffused 
posedof  numerous  very  minute  granules  throughout  the  liquid,  again  subsiding 
aggregated  into  amorphous,  masses,  by  repose:  the  urine  under  these  circum- 
mixed  with  some  very  transparent  stances  becomes  albuminous.  Where- 
small  globules.  The  larger  globules  of  fore,  when  this  sediment  is  exHmined  by 
mucus  seem  to  me  undoiu>tedly  to  vary  ^e  microscope,  the  globules  are  found 
in  size  acconHne  to  the  density  of  the  in  great  abundance.  Mucus  by  repose 
me^um  in  which  they  are  contained :  falls  also  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel, 
thus  in  the  ordinarv  fluid  mucus  of  the  but  by  stirring  cannot  be  difiused 
nose  they  are  smaller  and  appear  more  through  the  urine  like  pus,  but  retains 
granulated,  whilst  in  the  urine  they  itspeculiarviscidgelatinousappearanoe. 
are  generally  larger  and  less  granulated,  When  this  sediment  is  examined  by  the 
and  of  a  paler  colour,  seeming  as  if  dis-  microseope,  the  globules  are  few,  and 
tended  with  fluid.  Mixed  with  the  separated  by  the  tenacious  fluid.  The 
various  globules  in  mucus  we  have  test  proposed  by  Dr.  Young  to  disttn- 
abundanceofepithelialscales  and  cells,  guish  pus  from  mucus  «iews  the 
The  viscidity  and  tenacity  of  mucus,  lallacy  of  detecting  any  one  constituent 
varying  in  intensity  from  tlic  saline  of  pus.  As  is  well  known  he  proposed 
watery  mucus  secreted  in  acute  foron-  producing  the  coloured  rings,  by 
chitis  to  the  almost  solid  masses  some-  placing  the  suspected  matter  between 
times  secreted  in  the  latter  stages  of  two  glass  plates,  and  holding  it  near 

Ehtbisis  and  calculous  disease  of  the  the  eye,  and  between  it  and  a  candle, 

ladder,  is  very  chuticteristic,  and  is  These  rings  are  however  readily  seen  in 

worthy  (in  a  diagnostic  point  of  view)  muco  pus  when  the  globules  only  are 

c^  much  mote  attention  than  it  ordi->  present.    The  recc^ition  of  pus  by 

narily  receives.    It  is  never  found  in  the  detection  of  its  mtty  matter,  as  pro- 

pus.    The  fluid  part  of  mucus  does  not  posed  by  French  authors,  would  also  be 

contain  f^  albumen,  but  it  exists  in  equally  £ailacioua. 

aome  unknown  combination:  its  pre-     

aence  has  been  proved  by  electricity.f  q^ 
TiiRt  variety  of  morbid  secretion  termed 

muco-pus  is  composed  of  a  large  num-  DUTCH  MEDICAL  INSTITUTIONS, 
ber  of  puM  glohulet  suspended   in   a  5    Edwin  Lkb,  Esq. 
mucous  fluid :  there  is  no  true  pus  se- 
creted in  these  cases,  1.  e,  globules  and  (^^  '*«  Landmn  Medical  GazetUJ 
an  albummous  vehicle,  but  the  genuine  rcontlnued  from  p.  146.] 
puB  globules  in  the  true  mucus.    The  _ 
iron,  whose  presence  in  pus  has  been  _              •          1.     :•                          ^ 
considered  as  characteristic,  exists  in  Leyden   is   a  .h*nd8omc  town,  and, 
the  fluid  of  pus,  not  in  the  gtobules?  }^<>^^  numbenn^  40/)00  inhabitants, 
therefore  it  is  not  present  in  muco  pus.  w  r«narkably  quwjt.    It  wntains  the 
I  have  often  been  surprised,  in  exaiSin-  ^^^^  university  of  Holland,  and  three 

or  four  highly  interesting  museums,  vias. 


'•  Mandl,  L'Ezpoience,  voL  3,  isa&  a  large  museum  of  natural  history ;  a 

t  For  some  valYiAble  obcerrationt  on  this  lub-  — — — — 

lect,  we  Guy*!  Hospttil  Reports,  vol.  S,  p.  S5.        *  Tnnilated  memoir,  '<  On  poa  and  grannla- 

''  Br.  Bhrd  on  Xncoos  Porolent  Secrr tiona,^*  tioD.*'-  L'Experience,  toI.  1. 1SS7. 
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private  Chinese  and  Japanese  museum ;  nerality  of  the  promss  of  scienee  io 

a  museum  of  antiquities  (principally  other  countries;  and  the  name  of  any 

Egyptian  and  Etruscan  objects) ;  and  a  celebrated  Dutch  scientific  or  medical 

rich    well-arranged    anatomical    and  character  of  modem  times  is  rarely 

pathological  museum,  occupying   the  heard  of  in  the  rest  of  Europe, 

ground-floor  of  a  neat  edifice ;  the  first  Some  opinion  may  be  formed  as  to 

floor  of  which  contains  the  libraxr  of  matters  in  Xieyden,  more  especially  from 

the  university.  The  university  building  the  circumstance  that,  till  lately,  syphi* 

is  a  plain  structure,  surmounted  by  a  litic  patients  were  not  admitted  to  be 

dome,  containing  a  saloon,  decorated  treated  in  the  hospital,  as  it  was  con« 

with  {>ortraits  orformer  professors,  and  sidered  that  the  complaint  was  a  just 

an  examination  room.    Adjoining  is  a  punishment  of  the  sufierer's  wicked* 

large  and  handsome  botanical  garden,  ness.  A  few,  however,  of  these  patients 

in  which  are  several  specimens  of  rare  are  now  received  at  the  cUnical  hos* 

plants  from  Java  and  the  Dutch  colo-  pital. 

nies.  A  separate  portion  is  appropriated  The  Haffue  contains  a  population  of 

to  medicinal  plants.    The  numoer  of  about  40,000  Inhabitants,  and  two  hos- 

students  at  the  university  amounts  to  pitals,  besides  one  for  the  insane.    The 

about  six  hundred,  of  which  one-third  town  hospital  is  a  neat  building,  with 

attend  the  medical  classes.  100  beds,  arranged  in  clean  and  airy 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  wards  of  ten  or  twelve  in  each,  for  the 

professorsof  the  medical  faculty  :—Rec^  reception  of  medical  and  surgical  dis« 

tor,  G.  Van  der  Hoeven,  who  is  also  eases.     Attached  is  a  garden  where 

professor  of  comparative  anatomy  and  convalescents    take   exercise,  and   in 

physiology.    Anatomy  and  physiology,  which  was   erected,  during  the  pre- 

Sandifort.     Special   therapeutics  and  valence  of  the  cholera,  a  small  building 

pharmacy,  Macquelyn.    Surgery  and  for  patients  aflfected  by  the  epidemic, 

obstetricity,  Broers.     Patholoffy    and  or  by  contagious  tJ^^su^t^    The  pro- 

fractical  medicine,  C.  Fruys  Van  der  fessional  duties  are  performed  by  a 
[oeven.  ^  physician  and  a  surgeon.  The  other 
For  the  first  time  since  I  have  tra-  nospital,  ZtcAmAMw,  contains  about  the 
veiled  upon  the  Continent  I  met  here  same  number  of  beds,  and  is  ai>prth> 
with  obstacles  to  my  seeing  the  hospi->  priated  to  the  reception  of  syphilitic 
tab;  and  the  same  appears  to  have  oiseases,  psora,  and  other  chronic  cu« 
been  the  case  with  other  medical  visi-  taneous  affections.  About  three-fourths 
ton.  Dr.  Varrentrspp.  of  Frankfort^  in  of  the  patients  are  svphilitic :  the  phy- 
his  *'  Medical  Journey  tnrough  England,  sician,  havinjg^  also  toe  superintendence 
Holland,  and  Belgium,"  says,  "  I  could  of  the  public  women  in  the  town,  im* 
not  see  the  town  hospital,  which  also  mediately  sends  any  one  who  is  infected 
serves  as  a  receptacle  for  the  insane,  to  the  hospital.  The  most  usual  re- 
The  physicians,  out  of  regard  to  their  medy  employed  to  combat  secondary 
reputation,  woiM  rather  not  let  me  see  symptoms  is  the  oxymuriate  of  mer- 
it, for  it  is  trul)r  in  a  miserable  and  abo^  cury.  In  cases  of  psora,  sulphur  inr 
minable  condition.  Not  very  long  a^,  temally  exhibited,  and  used  in  the  form 
the  male  and  female  patients  lay  in  it,  of  ointment^  is  the  usual  remedy;  tepid 
mixed  up  together.^  Although  I  had  baths  are  likewise  II  good  deal  used  in 
made  a  request  the  precedii^  evening,  this  hospital  in  the  treatment  of  cuta- 
and  was  at  the  clinical  hospital  at  the  neous  oiseases.  The  house  for  the 
time  when  the  surgeon  had  finished  his  insane  contains  about  sixty  patieuts, 
lecture-^notwithstanding  I  sent  up  my  nearly  two-thirds  of  whom  are  females, 
name— he  declined  seeing  me,  appoint-  who  are  lodged  on  the  first  floor,  the 
inff  me  a  late  hour  in  the  day  at  his  re-  men  occupying  cells,  for  the  most  part 
ftidence,  though  1  had  stated  that  I  was  small,  badly  lighted,  and  damp,  on  the 
obliged  to  leave  at  noon.  ground-floor.  The  violent  patients 
Tlie  only  inference  to  be  drawn  from  scarcely  ever  leave  their  cells,  which 
this  is,  that  there  must  be  much  to  are  kept  shut;  an  aperture,  guarded  by 
conceal ;  and,  in  fact,  the  medical  and  a  gratings  being  left  in  toe  doors  for 
surgical  practice  throughout  Holland  ventilation.  The  quieter  patients  as. 
appears  to  be  in  a  very  backward  state,  semble  in  a  refectory  at  meals.  Most 
Few  foreign  medical  works  are  im-  of  the  women  sleep  in  rooms  containing 
ported;  but  little  is  known  by  the  ge^  four  and  two  beds;  there  are^  however. 
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inolated  cells  for  the  mofi  refiractoTT.'  tnnts,  who,  for  the  most  pnrt,  take  but 

The  number  of  superintendents  is  only  little  interest  in  the  control  of  aught 

six — four  females  for  the  women,  and  else  than  the  financial  matters :  to  this 

two  men  for  the  male  patients.    The  cause,  and  to  the  attachment  of  the 

cAmtWf  is  the  usual  means  of  restraint.  Dutch  to  old  habits,  and  their  dislike 

No  special  treatment  is  adopted,  nor  to  innovation,  may,  then,  be  attributed 

are  the  patients  engaged  in  any  metho-  the  backwardness  of  the  medical  sci- 

dieal  occupation.     There  is  a  small  ences  in  Holland, 

garden  attached  to  the  house,  in  which  October  29, 1849. 
tne  more  tranquil  ones  are  allowed  to 
t&ke  exerctfie 

The  Hague  beinjBf  the  seat  of  ^vem-  VESSELS  OP  THE  PLACENTA. 

ment,  the  organization   and   interior  -._ 

arrangement  of  the  hospitals,  as  well  j^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  q^^^^^^ 
as  the  treatment  of  disease,  are  better 

than  in  other  parts  of  Holland,  with  ^la, 

respect  to  which  I  am,  perhaps,  scarcely  Bt  permitting  me,  through  the  mediimi 

justified  in  oaadng  a  judgment,  from  the  of  your  joomal,  to  nuike  the  following 

brief  perioa  of  my  sojourn  in  the  coun-  statement,  you  will  moeh  obfige 

try.    But  for  anv  one  who  has  been  Your  obedient  servant, 

much  in  the  habit  of  visiting  a  variety'  John  Reid. 

of  medical  institutions,  a  long  time  fa  ^"^'^J/'i^eia!**^''* 

not  needed  to  perceive  that  medieiiie  ^  '  ' 

and  suTgeiy  are  in  a  veir  backward  In  a  communication  **  Oii  the  Ana- 
state  in  Holland }  and  I  find  this  tomical  Relations  of  the  Bloodvessels' 
opinion  coiroborated  by  Dr.  Varren-  of  the  Mother  to  those  of  the  Foetus  in 
timp,  who  remarks  in  his  work,  that  the  Human  Species,"  which  I  made  to 
although  there  are  doubtless  many  the  British  Scientific  Association  during 
well-informed,  scientific,  and  even  its  meeting  in  GlasTOW  in  1840,  and 
learned  men.  among  the  Dutch  phy-  which  was  afterwards  printed  in  the 
sicians  (of  wmch  the  rich  anatomical  l46th  number  of  the  lEdinburgh  Me- 
and  pathological  collections,  well  kept  dical  and  Surgical  Journal,  a  remark  is 
up  to  the  present  time  in  some  parts,  contained  which  I  am  anxious  publicly 
may  be  considered  a  proof)  yet  that  the  to  correct  It  is  mentioned  in  a  foot* 
hospital  physicians  and  practice  fell  note,  in  the  paper  referred  to,  that  I 
much  below  his  expectations ;  the  beHeve  that  the  representation  of  the 
visits  bein^  made,  in  some  places,  by  manner  in  which  the  fcetal  placental 
the  ph^ician  with  hia  hat  on,  and  a  vessels  are  distributed,  given  by 
cigar  m  his  mouth  (this  smoking  in  Wa^er,  in  his  Icones  Phvsiologic^e, 
the  wards  I  did  not  see,  and  some  of  fiiscic.  i.  tab.  ki.  fig.  2,  and  stated  to 
the  physicians  in  the  Parisian  and  have  been  furnished  by  Weber,  is  far 
other  hospitals  wear  their  hats  during  from  being  correct."  I  had  lately  the 
the  visit),  which  he  takes  out  to  ask  satisfaction  of  visiting  Weber,  and  he 
the  ^tient  two  or  three  questions^-^  not  only  very  kindly  shewed  me  all  his 
marking  the  number  of  the  bed  oppo-  preparations,  but  gave  me  some  por- 
site  the  printed  formula  in  the  atten-  tions  of  his  beautifully  injected  pla- 
dant  apothecai7*s  books.  Cases  are  centre ;  and  from  an  attentive  exami- 
not  taken  except  at  the  clinical  hos-  nation  of  these,  I  am  now  perfectly 

C'tali,  and  but  little  interest  appreaiv  to  satisfied  that  the  representation  he  haa 

r  taken  in  the  patient  in  a  scientific  given  of  these  vessels  is  entirely  cor- 

or  other  point  of  view.    This  indifferent  rect.     In  calling  in  question  the  cor- 

mcdical  organization   nnd  practice  is  rectness  of  Weber's  representation,  1 

ascribed   by  Dr.  Varrentrapp  to  the  was  at  the  time  under  the  impression, 

eveonatance  of  there  being  no  efRcient  from  an  examination  of  the  engraving' 

governing  body  to  superintend  the  ad-  mentioned,  (which,  however,  a  greater 

ministration  of  the  medical  institutions,  degree  of  attention  paid  to  fig.  3  might 

which  are  either,  as  in  England,  sup-  have  corrected),  that  it  was  meant  to 

ptJrtecl    by    private    subscrtptions    or  imply  that  the  corresponding  artery 

bequests,  or  else  belong  to  tne  towns*  ana  vein  did  not  run  enclosed  in  the' 

the  direction  being  confided  to  six  or  same  sheath,  but  were  sometimes  coiled 

fight  of  the  more  influential  inhabi-  about  apart  from  each  other ;  for,  being 
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taken  from  a  dried  preparation,  the  to  collect  and  compare  facta  in  a  sta- 

sheath    or  villus  in   which  they  are  tistical  manner,  with  the  view  of  deriv- 

enclosed  is  not  represented,  and  I  had  •       ^^^  accurate    conclusions  from 

not  then  seen  Wagners  Lehrbuch  der  ,  **                     ^i_      •         ^-          *    ^l- 

Physiolegie,  containing  a  detailed  de-  t^«J^-    Since  the  formation    of    this 

scnption  of  these ;  and  it  was  this  sup-  society,  others  of  a  similar  nature,  and 

posed  error  which  led  me  to  make  the  professing  the  same  object,  have  arisen 

above  criticism.     If  I  had  supplied,  in  j^  various  provincial  towns  ;    for  in- 

ng.  2,  by  the  aid  of  my  imagination,  .                 "                         j     *  t     j- 

the  walls  of  the  villus  surrounding  the  «^f«'  ^'^^  "^"^  commenced  at  Lee^ 

conv(rtutedartery,anditsaccompanying  in  1838,  another  at  Glasgow  in  1836, 

vein,  I  could  not  then  have  questioned  besides  those  which  have  for  some  time 

its  accuracy;  for  I  was  maintaining,  as  existed  at  Manchester,  Bristol,  &c. 

the  result  of  my  0^".^™"*^^^^°"^^^^^^^  The  science  of  medicine  has  not  been 
they  were  enclosed  m  the  same  sneatn. 

I  make  this  explanation,  not  so  much  neglected  by  the   members  of   these 

from  the  importance  of  the  subject,  for  societies,  many  of  which  have  had  a 

it  relates  merely  to  a  minor  question  of  separate  medical  section  to  suggest  and 

anatomical  detail,  but  having,  though  g     erintend  researches  in  this  depart- 

chiefly  from  a  misapprehension,  erro-  *^          j    „  i                  .r       j 

neously  called  in  question  the  accuracy  n^^nt,  and  aU  have  contnbuted.  more 

of  an  observation  made  by  a  most  dis-  or  less  directly,  additions  to  the  stock 

tinguished  anatomist  and  most  estima-  of  our  knowledge  on  medical  subjects, 

ble  man,  I  feel  anxious  to  correct  the  ^^  jggg^  moreover,  a  statistical  section 

was  formed,  in  the  British  Association, 

\  expressly  for  the  advancement  of  rnedi- 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  cal  science. 

_,  . ,       ^,        .      ,«  .«.^  It  may  be  said  of  medical  science 

Fruiay,  Novembt,- 18.  1842.  ^^^^  .^  ^^  ^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  p^^^p^ 

than  any  other,  dependent  for  its  real 

"  Licet  oranibuf,  licet  etUm  mihi,  di^rnitAtem  advance  on  the  judicious  assortment  of 

Jrtu  Medica  tuen ;  potestat  modo  veniendi  in  .  ,            j         *       .     i           n     a  j 

pubiicam  sit,  dlcendi  pericaium  non  rccu»b.»'  accurately   ana  extensively   collectea 

CicBRo.  facts,  and  of  inferences  carefully  de- 

duced  from  them.    It  is  in  this  way 

ON  MEDICAL  STATISTICS.  ,i„„^  t^at  we  hope  to  make  satisfectoor 

The  taste  for  statistical  information  upon  progress,  and  the  want  of  information 

various  subjects  has  of  late  years  in-  of  this  sort  has  long  been  deeply  felt 

creased  in  a  remarkable  degree.  During  by    all    who  are    anxious    to   obtain 

the  present  century,  this  feeling  has  rational  views  of  diseases  and  their 

beengaininggroundmorerapidlythanit  treatment.    Medicine  is  essentially  and 

ever  did  before,  and  a  powerful  impetus  peculiarly  a  science  of  facts.    This  is 

Was  given  to  it  in  1834  by  the  formation  agreed  on  all  hands  in  its  fiiUest  de- 

of  the  Statistical  Society  in  London,  grree :  every  one  thinks  so,  every  one 

the  object  of  which  was  to  call  the  says  so,  and  every  one  professes  to  be 

attention  of  the  public  in  general,  and  guided  by  the  sentiment,  and  to  take 

the  cultivators  of  science  in  particular,  facts  as  the  basis  of  his  reasoning, 

to  the  necessity  of  directing  their  exer-  But,  unfortunately,   persons  in    their 

tions  in  this  channel.    It  has  enlisted  eagerness  to  rest  upon  facts  are  not 

many  active  and  talented  labourers,  by  always   sufficiently   careful    in   their 

whose  industry  much  valuable  infor-  choice  of  them.    There  is  something 

mation  has   been    already  communi-  imposing  in  the  term  which  gives  for 

cated ;  and  it  has  also  been  the  means  of  whatever  is  so  denominated  an  unre- 

diffusing  abroad  more  widely  the  desire  fleeting  belief.    According  to  the  popu- 
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\hr  adage,  a  fact  is  a  stubborn  thing —  vestigation   are    daily   shewn    to  be 

it  seems  to  imply  something  obvious  erroneous. 

and  tangible,  something  which  cannot        But  this  very  difficulty  of  the  subject, 
mislead,  and  in  opposition  to  which  all  this  necessity  of  extending  widely  the 
reasoning  is  useless.  Such  a  persuasion  range  of  observation  in  order  to  obtain 
would  produce  a  very  good  effect  were  satisfactory  results  on  each  particular 
all  alleged  facts  truths,  but  this  is  con-  branch,  calls  only  for  a  larger  number 
fessedly  far  from  being  the  case,  and  oflabourers,  and  shouldact  as  a  stimulus 
medical  facts  have  been  by  no  means  to  their  exertions.    Every  accurately- 
remarkable  for  uniformly  maintaining  detailed  fact,  however  plain,  however 
this  high  character.    On  the  contrary,  devoid  of  novelty,  is  in  itself  valuable  : 
too  many  can  but  ill  bear  an  accurate  it  is  something  added  to  the  general 
examination.    They  have  been  in  so  mass,  and  plays  its  part  in  assisting 
many  instances  too  quickly  assumed  and  towards  an  approximation  to  the  truth, 
too  readily  credited,   and  are  conse*  and  in  clearing  away  those  clouds  of 
quently  so  often  falling  into  disrepute,  mystery  and  uncertainty  which  have 
and  giving  place  to  others  equally  in-  so  long  darkened  the  horizon  of  medi- 
correct,  that.it  has  been  sarcastically  cine.    It  is  not  from  the  communication 
remarked  nothing  can  be  less  deserving  of  new  and  striking  cases,  though  they 
of  credit  than  medical  theories,  except  are  unquestionably  o(  high  value,  s# 
medical  facts.  much  as  from  the  careful  registration 
One  great  cause  of  this  acknowledged  of  ordinary  facts  which  are  every  day 
imperfection  in  medical  facts  is  doubt-  passing  under  the  eye  of  each  indi- 
less  to   be    found  in    the  difficulties  vidual,  that  important  results  are  to  be 
which  beset  the  subject,  arising  from  anticipated.    The  aggregation  of  nu- 
the  great  variety  of  circumstances  to  merousanalogous  facts  frequently  elicits 
be  weighed  in  the  investigation  of  each  unexpected  decisions,  and  often  folsifies 
disease,   as  depending   on   individual  the  conclusions  of  unrecorded  expe- 
constitution,    peculiarity   of    climate,  rience  ;  and  the  results  of  practice  are 
epidemic,  &c.,  and  the  consequent  good  very    differently  impressed  upon  our 
judgment  and    extent    of  experience  minds  when  deduced  from  a  careful 
which  is  required  to  select  respectively  registry  of  the  facts  which  have  passed 
those  circumstances  which  are  essen-  before  us,  than  when  drawn  from  the 
.  tially  connected  with  the  disease,  and  dim  chambers  of  unaided  memory.    If 
those  which  are  dependent  on  the  pe-  but  a  few  practitioners  annually  pub- 
culiarity  by  which  its  course  is  modi-  lished  the  details  of  their  experience,  in 
lied.    A  correct  idea  of  a  disease  can-  an  uniform  and  comprehensive  style, 
not  be  formed  by  taking  a  narrow  view  how  great  an  amount  of  information 
of  it,  and  by  seeing  it  only  under  cer-  would  soon  be  collected  upon  various 
tain  circumstances,  but  by  observing  it  subjects,  and  how  soon  would  be  swept 
extensively  in  all  its  different  characters,  away  many  of  those  vague  theories  and 
The  difficulty  of  obtaining  satisfactory*  equally   uncertain    facts  which    now 
information  in  this  wide  field  has  be^  fetter  the  minds  of  practitioners,  narrow 
■0  great  as  to  make  persons  shrink  their  views  of  disease,  and  embarrass 
Irom  the  attempt,  and  has  unquestion-  them  in  their  rules  of  treatment. 
Ably  been  the  motive  for  the  adop-        It  may  be  asked  from  what  sources 
tion  and  long  belief  in  the  many  so-  this  statistical  information  is  to  be  ob- 
•^led  facts  in  medicine,  which  by  fur-  tained  most  easily  and  with  the  greatest 
iher  experience  and  more  close  in-  degree  of  certainty  ?    The  answer  to 
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this  would,  of  course,  be — from  the  methods  of  inquiry  which  have  en- 
hospitals,  large  and  small,  in  various  riched  the  exact  sciences,  to  vital  phe- 
parts  of  ihe  kingdom.  At  the  same  nomena,"  the  committee  for  prosecuting 
time,  we  are  compelled  to  say  that  this  researches  into  this  department  issued 
soil,  so  excellent  in  quality,  has  been  some  time  ago  a  blank  form  to  the  mcdi* 
allowed  to  lie  comparatively  fallow  and  cal  officers  of  several  of  the  London  hos- 
unproductive.  Rarely  do  we  see  a  pitals,  and'  it  appears  that  returns  have 
statistical  report  at  all  of  the  cases  been  made  from  the  Westminster,  Mid- 
admitted  into  a  hospital,  and,  still  less  dlesex,  Charing-cross,  King's  College, 
frequently,  any  thing  like  an  accurate  University  College,  London,  and  Dread* 
or  serviceable  one.  nought  hospitals.  Some  of  the  results  of 
And,  hitherto,  much  as  we  have  reason  their  exertions  we  published  in  a  for* 
to  be  proud  of  the  charitable  munifi-  mer  number.  U  would  be  premature,  of 
cence  of  our  nation,  and  of  the  un-  course,  to  express  an  opinion  of  the 
paralleled  amount  of  her  voluntary  con-  probable  success  of  their  undertaking, 
tributions  for  the  maintenance  of  hospi-  but  they  appear  to  have  started  welU 
tals  for  the  sick  poor,  it  must  be  de-  and  we  hope  that  the  medical  officers  of 
plored  that,  with  facilities  greater  thaii  other  hospitals  will  not  be  slow  to 
those  of  any  other  country,  we  are  in-  assist  them  in  forwarding  their  view^, 
ferior  to  some  of  our  continental  neigh-  and  that  some  uniform  method  of  regia^ 
hours  in  the  precision  and  punctuality  tering  cases  may  be  adopted.  Some 
with  which  they  conduct  the  statistical  such  principle  is  sadly  required  in  the 
department  of  their  various  medical  metropolitan  hospitals,  for  they  have 
charities.  perhaps  been  comparatively  less  pro- 
It  is  deplorable  to  reflect  on  the  great  ductive  than  any  others  of  information 
mass  of  information  which  in  these  in*  of  this  sort. 

stitutions  is  literally  squandered  away.  While,  however,  we  express  our 
for  the  want  of  a  little  management  and  s^nse  of  the  value  of  statistical 
a  little  trouble  in  collecting  it.  It  is  information,  as  a  means  of  ascertain- 
true  we  have  oflate  seen,  now  and  then,  ^^S  various  points  in  medicine,  and 
in  the  public  journals,  a  solitary  report  sweeping  away  some  of  the  unsatisiiac- 
pr  two  from  the  medical  officer  of  an  ^^'y  Hud  ill-founded  dogmaa  which 
infirmary  or  hospital,  and  we  r^oice  at  ^^^^  so  long  misguided  us,  andstill  exert 
being  able  to  allude  even  to  these  few  ^  powerful  influence  over  our  opinions, 
feeble  attempts,  as  they  show  that  a  ^e  are  not  inclined  to  assent  to  the 
feeling  is  beginning  to  arise  of  the  pro-  opinion  of  those  who  fancy  that  the 
priety ,  we  may  almost  say  duty,  of  those  science  and  practice  of  medicine  can  be 
persons  who  are  connected  with  institu-  I'educed  to  a  sort  of  mathematical  cer- 
tions  of  this  sort  collecting  and  render-  tainty  and  infidlibility.f  So  Ipngas  men 
ing  available  the  scattered  materials  present  the  same  physical  and  constitq- 
they  present.  lional  varieties  as  at  present,  it  is  to  be 
It  has  been  on?  great  object  with  tlie  feared  that  the  diagnosis  and  ^ppatment 
medical  division  of  the  statistical  society  of  their  diseases  will  scarcely  be  r^- 
to  effect  improvement  in  this  respect ;  duced  to  any  such  desirable  precision, 
some  good  results  have  already  been  Unless  extreme  attention  be  paid  |o 
produced,  and  we  trust  their  efibrts  the  accuracy  of  the  details  fhun  whioti 
will  be  followed  by  l^rther  improve-  statistical  results  are  drawn,  they 
ment9.  Convinced  of  "  the  import-  must  become  positively  ii^jmious,  ia 
anee  of  app^ing  the  instruments  and  proportion  to  the  weight  of  authority 
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whioh  they  {Kmscm.    A  sUUstieal  te-  to  others  llie  rcralU  of  his  own  ox» 

torn  must  not  be,  as  we  fear  is  some*  perience ;  and  it  is  from  collected  fkcts 

times  thecase,  a  cloak  for  hiding  the  in-  of  this  sort  that  we  may  expect  the 

accuracies  of  a  number  of  collected  science  of  medicine  to  be  in  future  most 

fiicts ;  in  order  to  be  of  any  use  at  all,  surely    advanced.       Our   neighbours 

it  must  be  of  such  a  nature  that  each  abroad  have  entered  u{K>n  this  course; 

of  its  details  will  bear  the  scrictest  and  every  one  who  is  acquainted  with 

scrutiny.  the  present  medical  literature  of  France 

A  difficulty    arises,  too,  from   the  and  Germany    knows  the  advantage 

various  appellations  by  which  different  they  are  deriving  from  it  in  those  coun- 

trains  of  symptoms  may  be  designated,  tries. 
How  many  terms,  for  instance,  may  be 

UMd  to  express  the  protean  dkwdem  of  "R'TISH  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

the  digestive  organs !  A  mextino  of  this  society  took  place 
Theseandotherdifiicultiesof the  same  last  week  at  the  British  Coffee  House : 
nature  must  induce  those  who  are  in-  Dr.  Webster,  of  Dulwich,  in  the  chair, 
olined  to  labotur  in  this  field  of  inquiry  The  Chairman,  Dr.  6rant»  of  Univer- 
to  do  so  with  earnestness  and  diligence:  nty  College,  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  and 
they  must  not  fancy  that  they  are  con-  one  or  two  others,  made  speeches  $  but 
ferring  a  boon  on  science  by  producing  they  all  "hung  ire"  most  lamentably, 
a  jumble  of  questionable  facts,  shielded  and  the  meeting  proved  a  complete 
beneath  the  imposing  title  of  statistical  failure ;  as  will  be  seen  by  the  letter 
report.  Their  first  endeavour  should  of  one  of  the  members,  which  we  sub- 
be  to  record  their  observations  in  a  re-  join.  Professor  Kidd  and  Sir  James 
gular  and  systematic  manner,  and  then  Clark  were  elected  honorary  members; 
to  arrange  them  according  to  some  andoftheprofession  in  the  United  King- 
general  rule  which  seems  most  oon*  dom,  on  this  great  occasion  of  the 
venient.  annual  meeting,  no  fewer  than  two  were 
Hitherto  those  who  have  given  at-  added  to  the  list  of  ordinary  members ! 
tention  to  this  subject  have  been  con-  The  only  thing  during  the  evening, 
tented  with  the  attempt  to  ascertain  worth  listening  to,  was  the  oration  of 
general  facts,  to  point  out  prevalent  Mr.  Grainger,  which  we  gave  at  full 
forms  of  disease  in  certain  places,  ages,  length  last  week, 
and  constitutions,  and  to  ascertain  jh  ih9  Editor  qf  the  Mtdieai  Ckueite. 
the    average    rates   of    mortality    in  g^ 

various  affections.    This  is  no  doubt  ex-  On  Tuesday  evening  last,  the  members 

tremely  valuableinformation,  as  bearing  of  the  British  Medical  Association  held 

^^  .x,^  ^„.     ^„„„««  ^f  ^;e«„o«   anil  their  sixth  annual  taeeting  at  the  Bri- 

upon  the  main  causes  of  disease,  and  tish  Coffee  House.  Coekspi^-street,  and 

thmr  mode  of  prevention  ;   and    the  notwithstanding  the  low  price  of  tbeir 

benefit  of  it  has  already  in  some  in-  cards  of  admission  (Ss-  6d.),  there  was, 

stances  been  shown.  But  we  hope  soon  compared  with  their  former  anniversary 

JO  .«,  «H.ther.  andperl»je»o«  ^e-  "TrVe^erLf^ffthT'?,^ 

M,  thoogh  unquestionably  more  dif-  ceedings  seemed  to  excite.    Instead  of 

ficnlt  branch  of  the  subject,  more  fttUy  a  long  list  of  candidates  for  adniission, 

entered  upon :   we  allude  to  the  statis-  two  only  were  announced ;  and  in  vain 

tics  of  individual  diseases,  their  symp-  ^^e  peiyetual  P^^^/f «);[' J^Jf ; ^^^^ 

,        ,     '    ^      *       *  repeatedly  requested  the  ordinary  mem- 

toms,  causes,  and  modes  of  treatment  i^^^^)  take  j)art  in  the  proceedings, 

8nch  would  be  the  most  effectual  way  stating  that  the  council,  in  their  great 

in  which  each  individual  can  transmit  condescension,  had  left  some  of  the 
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ref(dution8  to  be  teoanded  by.ihoM  in  manvofthem  take  no  interest  whatef«r 

the  ranks:  the  ordinaries,  mindful  of  in  tne  annual  electiofi  of  the  council, 

supercilious  bearing  on  the    part  of  from  a  well-founded  conviction  that, 

the  president  on  former  occasions,  re-  organised  as  the  society  is  at  present, 

sponded  not  to  the  graciou.i  permission,  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  oppose 

Many  persons,  deeply  sensible  of  the  the  usurping  party  would  be  nsel^ia 
disadvantages  under  which  our  general  and  unavailing.  Hence,  in  reality, 
practitioners  labour, — of  their  state  of  there  is  no  representation  in  the  British 
isolation  and  non-representation,— of  Medical  Association,  the  officers  and 
their  want  of  protection  and  corporate  council  being  as  regularly  self-elected 
influence,  have  expressed  surprise  that  as  those  of  tne  much-abased  London 
this  association  snould  have  received  College  of  Surgeons;  and  hence  the 
from  them  so  little  patronage  and  sup-^  reason  why  many  respectable  and  ta- 
port;  that  out  of  thousands  of  members  lented  practitioners  have  after  a  time 
scarcely  one  hundred  have  joined  it.  withdrawn  their  names,  disgusted  and 
Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  in  a  sensible  speech  disappointed.  In  order  to  introduce 
during  the  evening,  particulHrly  dwelt  fairly  the  representative  principle  into 
on  this  topic ;  but  the  truth,  I  believe,  the  Association,  and  to  make  it,  not  aa 
is,  the  great  body  of  surgeons  hold  it  has  hitherto  been,  a  delusion,  but  a 
alpof  from  the  society,  not  from  apathy,  reality,  it  should  be  a  rule  that  the 
but  from  a  well-founded  conviction  of  council  for  the  current  year  should 
its  faulty  orsiuiisation  and  manage-  have  no  voice  in  the  election  of  their 
ment,  and  of  its  total  tnadequacy  to  immediate  successors,— or  a  partr  one- 
advance  the  cause  of  genuine  medical  third,  or  a  half,  should  be  ineue;ible  for 
reform,—"  Non  tali  auxilio  nee  defen-  the  year  ensuing.  But  instead  of  con- 
soribtts  istes."  In  vain  the  general  templating  any  reform  of  this  kind,  I 
practitioners  of  this  countrjr  u>ok  to  believe  that  to  propose  such  to  the  domi- 
this  association  for  a  reuliauition  of  the  nant  party  would  be  quite  sufficient  ta 
representative  principle,  as  in  truth  the  taboo  any  of  the  ordinary  members, 
only  persons  there  represented  are  the  An  independent  member  is  almost 
members  of  the  council,  who,  from  the  powerless  as  to  effectxne  any  alteration 
commencement  of  the  society,  have  m  the  eooBtitotioD  of  tne  Asaociationy 
regularly  elected  each  other ;  and  this  aa  it  is  one  of  the  rules  that  notice  in 
accounts  for  several  obscure  individuals  writing  of  a  proposition  for  change 
continuing  to  be  re-elected  from  year  must  be  sent  to  tne  secretary  a  month 
to  year,  solely  because  they  happened  previously  to  the  March  meeting, 
to  be  on  the  nrst  council,— individuals  Thus  the  whole  power  of  the  conncii 
who,  however  worthy  and  useful  they  would  be  organised  against  any  mo* 
may  be  in  the  circles  in  which  they  tion  disagreeable  to  them ;  and  from 
move,  must  themselves  be  conscious  what  I  have  heard  and  observed  of 
that  they  are  very  inadequate  represen-  their  animus,  I  believe  the  mere  cir- 
tatives  of  either  the  talent  or  respecta-  cumstanee  of  an  improvement  ema- 
bility  of  the  profession,  and  who,  had  nating  from  one  of  the  ordinary  (as 
they  been  equally  studious  of  advancing  all  those  not  of  the  council  are  politely 
the  cause  of  the  association  as  of  in-  termed)  would  be  quite  sufficient  to 
dulging  their  amour  pro/ire,  would  lonff  elicit  the  hostility  of  the  governing 
since  have  retired  from  a  post  which  body. 

thev  were  not  qualified  to  occupy,  to  With  all   its    &ulls,  however,  the 

make  way  for  abler  and  more  innuen-  British  Medical  Association  has  made 

tial  men.  some  moves  in  the  right  direction  ; 

The  council  comprises  one-third  of  and  had  its  organization  and  manage- 
the  association ;  they  form  a  compact  ment  been  less  defective,  would,  I  be^ 
body,  accustomed  to  meet,  and  are  well  lieve,  at  present  have  been  a  powerfiil, 
known  to  each  other :  at  the  termina-  numerous,  and  flourishing  body.  But 
tion  of  their  year  of  office,  therefore,  an  association  of  medical  men,  single- 
each  has  only  to  vote  for  his  thirty-five  mindedly  studious  of  benefiting  die 
associates  to  render  the  return  of  them  public,  and  of  elevating  and  ameliorate 
all  a  matter  of  perfect  certainty  ^  be-  in?  their  profession— free  from  party 
cause  the  sixty  or  seventy  ordinary  politics  ana  from  paltry  cliquism — based 
members  are  unknown  to  each  other,  on  broad  and  general  principles  — 
without  union  or   concert,  and  very  fairly   and    honestly  recognising  the 


I^IDDLBSEX  HOSPITAL.  206 


I'epresentative  principle,  has  yet  to  be     plicuiti  aod  wat  leuoely  ever  pud  Ibr  lue 
formed.    Let  but  such  arise,  and  I  ven- 


ture to  predict  there  will  be  no  apathy  [Mr.  Cartwrigfat  next  proceeded  to  make 

on  the  part  of  general  practitioners  in  ▼vioiu  apposite  remarks,  which  want  of 

joining  its  ranks ;  and  as  they  are  en-  "^n*  compels  iu  to  omit.] 

lightened  as  to  their  grievances,  and  ^^'  ^'  J«  Clement  seconded  the  resola- 

determined  to  remove  them,  and  deeply  *j®**'  expressed  his  cordial  concarrenoe  with 

sensible  of  their  unjust  exclusion  from  ^  icntiments  of  the  proposer,  end  trusted 

corporate  influence,  so  wiU  speedily  ^  ^°*^/*  ^  ■**.?!  ■^~*»««_?'  f^ 

their  talenis  and  weight  and  inSaence  ]^  «n*nimity  on  that  most  miportant  sob- 

be  brought  to  bear  successfully  and  ^^  A«it«—   «*„««.«««  4K-..  -.««^ 

im^stibly  against  the  strong  holds  of  ^,^4^:^^  Z^l^^tSJZ  ^^: 

monopoly  and  corruption.  Edlnbofgh,  and  DabUn  Office  paid  £l.  Is! 

1  am,  sir,  In  all  oases  to  the  medical  attendant,  as  wdlaa 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  to  the  medical  leferaea  the  finlanma,  the 

James  Lusgn.  Pkotestant  OisKnters  and  General  Life  As- 

Fualrary  Sciaare,  Nov.  ii,  ISO.  aoranoe  Company,  the  Commereial  and  Ge- 


DBial  Life  Assaranoe  Company,  and  the  Na- 
tional Provident  Inatitntioo.  wwi  aevecal  other 

LIF£  ASSURANCE  FEES  TO  oiBces,  were,  in  some  instances,  in  the  habit 

MEDICAL  REFEREES.  of  paying  the  medical  attendaoL 

The  rewlolion  having  been  nnanimooalj 

carried,  tiie  pledge  was  immediately  signed 

A  MSXTINO  of  the  following  medical  prac-  by  each  gentleman  present, 

titioners  of  this  town  was  held  at  the  Lion  Mr.  Cartwright  was  then  iqppointed  hon* 

Hotel,  Shrewsbory,  on  the  25th  of  October :  secretary  to  the  Association,  and  requested 

— Dr.  H.  Johnson,  Mr.  Arrowsmith,   Mr.  to  send  a  dicolar  to  all  the  practitioners  in 

W.  J.  Clement,  Mr.  Dickin,  Mr.  CUrke,  the  coonty,  soliciting  thor  assent  to  the 

Dr.  Drary,  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Grif.  sbove  resolotioa.    Thanks  were  then  voted 

fiths,  Mr.  Keate,  Mr.  Onions,  Mr.  Bratton,  to  Mr.  Cartwright  and  Dr.  H.  Johnson,  le- 

Mr.  Cartwrigfat,  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Heath-  qpectively ;  to  the  former  for  his  seal  and 

oote,  and  Mr.  Fonlkes.     In  consequence  of  activity  in  obtaining  mnoh  valoable  inferma^ 

the  nnaveidable  absence  of  Rioe  Wynne,  Esq.  tion,  which  had  materially  oontrilmted  to  the 

Dr.  Johnson  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  soooess  of  the  meeting,  end  the  letter  for  hie 

having  briefly  ezplainBd  that  the  obiect  of  able  services  aa  Chairman, 

thia  meeting  was  to  adopt  some  reeolation  The  following  gentlemen,  who  werennable 

respecting  the  payment  of  fees  by  Ldfe  As-  to  attend  the  meeting,  have  since  signed  the 

sannce  Companies—  resolation*— Mr.  Wynne,  Mr.  CisBMnt,  Mr. 

Mr.  Csrtwright  rose  end  proposed  a  re-  Piddocfc,  and  Mr.  Stevens, 

solntion  to  the  effect  that  they  pledged  them-    ^ ~ 

selves  not  to  answer  the  inqniries  of  In- 

snrance  Offices,  unless  accompanied  with  a  MIDDLESEX  HOSPITAL. 

fee  of  one  guinea.     It  was  evident,  he  ssid,  _. 

from  the  frequent  publications  in  various 

periodicals,  and  from  the  present  meeting,  S^tirpaiwu  pf  a  fatty  tumor  from  th& 

thst    the   system    adopted    by    Insurance  neek. 

Offices  ci  obtaining  medical  certificates  was  John  Hill,  st.  54,  was  admitted  under 

practically  wrong,  founded  on  erroneous,  and,  Mr.  Shaw,  with  a  tumor  on  the  left  side  of 

in  his  opinion,  dishonest  principles ;  at  any  his  neck.      It  wss  situated  in  the  space 

rate,  the  system  was  highly  offensive  to  the  between  the   stemo-deido-msstoidens  and 

feelings  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  the  trspesins,  and  reaehed  from  b^ind  the 

profession.     As  the  Offices  had  not  acted  mastoid  process  of  the  temporsl  bone  to  the 


in  a  conciliatory  apirit,  but  had  uniformly  middle  of  the  daviels.    Its  form  wss  ovsl, 

met  their  remonstrances  with  indifference  and  sUghtiy  lobulsted.    It  projected,  at  its 

and  slight,  surely  they  had  a  ri^it,    and  most  prominent  port,  about  roar  inches  from 

oai^t,  in  self-respect,  to  pass  such  rsgula-  the  level  of  the  neck.    The  posterior  edge 


tions  ss  might  conduce  to  their  own  con-    of  the  stemo-cleido«mastoidens  overiapped 
venience  and  interests.     He  then  drew  their    it  in  front,  and  it  was  bound  down  bf  the 


attention  to  the  distinction  between  a  me-    platysma  myoides ;  yet  its  attscbments  at 
dical  referee  and  a  medical  attendant.    Hie    ito  base  were  loose.    No  large  vesiel  cottU 


referee  was  appointed  by  the  Offices,  be  discovered  in  cloae  connection  with  it. 

wss  dieir  sgent,  snd  wss  paid  by  tiiem;  Tlie  skin  was  moveable  upon  the  tumor, 

whiht  the  medical  attendant  was  msde,  by  except  st  its  most  progecting  part,  whers 

a  rule  of  the  Offices,  the  sgent  of  the  ap-  there  was  an  extensive  cicatrix ;  and  here 
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tii6  skin  ma   tkio,  and  firmly  adhsfcnt.  pwt  of  the  fromul  not  uodlecU  ke  wm  bmiAb 

The  patient  suffered  no  pain  in  the  aweliing.  an  ovt-patient. 
On  graqnng  it,  it  had  a  fieeling  of  solidity 

thrcMghout  its  genendmasa ;  yet  there  was  a  Post-mortem  appearances  in  a  case  qf  dU- 

softness  and  elastidty  m  ito  more  aoperficial  iocation  qf  the  shoulder,  four  days  qfter 

part  which  gave  the  impression  that  the  tumor  reduction, 

consisted  of  iat.    Vhe  patient  first  observed  -A  coadiman,  who  £eU  from  his  box  and 

the  swelling  so  far  back  as  twenty-five  years  suffered  compound  fracture  of  his  right  leg, 

ago,  and  it  was  not  long  of  acquiring  its  and  also  dislocated  his  right  shoulder,  was 

present  size ;  since  which  time  he  has  had  seized  with  delirium  tremens,  and  died  five 

no  further  inconvenience  from  it  than  as  a  days  after  the  accident.    The  humerus  was 

defimnity.    About  twelve  yean  ago,  by  his  reduced  without  much  difficulty,  by  raising 

wife's  persuasion,  he  applied  a  quack  salve  the  elbow  above  the  level  of  the  dioulder, 

to  the  tumor,  in  order  to  disperse  it :  Hie  and  then  directing  the  head  of  the  bone  into 

effect  was,  that  a  portion  of  the  sldn  morti-  the  socket,  the  surgeon  using  his  forearm  as  a 

fied,  and  the  scar  seen  on  its  surfiice  was  fuhnum,  and  suddenly  depressing  the  pa- 

produced.  tiant'a  arm. 

•  Having  been  kept  in  the  hospital  a  few  On  removing  the  intognmentafirom  anraiid 

days,  and  aome  purgative  medicine  adminis-  the  shoulder,  considerable  ecchymoais  waa 

tend,  the  operation  of  removal  of  the  tumor  observed  in  the  posterior  fasciculus  of  the 

was  performed,  October  14th.  deltoid  mnsde ;  and  there  was  also  a  slighter 

Two  elliptieal  indsioDa  were  made  in  the  appearance  of  the  same  kind  in  the  anterior 

length  of  the  tumor,  so  as  to  include  the  part  of  the  muscle.  The  deltoid  having  been 

deatrix  mentioned  above.   The  anterior  flap  cut  across  transversely,  pus  was  found  in 

was  turned  aside  first.    In  effedang  this,  a  the  bursa  situated  beneath  It  near  its  inser- 

layer  of  dense  fasda,  oondating  piincqially  tion.     Upon  ezpodng  the  articulation,  by 

oftheplatysmamyoides  altered  in  structure,  disserting    off  the  superior    part   of   the 

was  cut  through;    and  then  the  oellular  ddtoid,  a Isceration of  Uie capwlar ligament, 

attacfamenta  of  the  tumor  were  found  to  be  of  about  an  inch  in  length,  and  cloee  to  the 

comparatively  thin  and  delicate.  These  were  greater  tubercle  of  the  humerus,  was  branght 

divided  by  diveeting  the  edge  of  the  knife  into  view.    The  chief  part  of  the  greater 

upon  the  tumor,  and  pulling  the  tumor,  at  tubercle  was  torn  off,  in  the  form  of  a  thhi 

the  same  time,  Ibrdbly  to  one  aide,  in  the  shell  of  bone,  from  the  head  of  the  humema. 

manner  employed  when  cleaning  the  fibres  Tlis  was  obvionsly  produced  by  the  lupra- 

of  a  muscle  in  dissection.    Only  one  small  spinatus,  infru-spinatos,  and   teres  minor 

vein  was  opened  in  the  course  of  turning  muscles,  which  are  Inaerted  in  common  into 

out  the  tumor  from  its  bed.    The  ohi^  that  process,  having  been  put  viokntly  upon 

adhesioa  was  at  the  superior  part;  and  when  the  stretdi  when  ttm  dislooation  oocnnwd ; 

this  wss  cut  through  at  the  last,  a  email  and  the  rent  in  the  ligament  must  have  taken 

artery,  requiring  ligature,  was  divided,  and  place  firoas  the  same  cause,  owing  to  the 

also  a  branch  of  the  superficial  cervical  tendons   of  those  mnsdes  being  insertsd 

plexus    of  nerves,   which   passes    to   the  likewise  into  the  capsnle.    The  tendon  of 

ocdput.    The  edges  of  sUn  were  brought  the  long  head  of  the  bioeps  preserved  its 

together  by  three  sutures.    In  the  course  of  place  in  its  proper  groove ;  but  it  was  nearly 

a  few  hours  after  the  operation  the  wound  torn  eompletdy  through,  two-thirds  of  it»  at 

was  dressed   by  placing  a  strip  of  aimpls  least,  bdngeicbsrtom  or  in  loose  shreds,  while 

dressing  over  the  line  of  the  incision,  laying  the  reeaainder  waa  sofloBed  in  iis  structure, 

a  hmg  narrow  oomprese  of  Hut  on  each  side,  Nothing  deserving  of  note  was  observed 

and  aeouring  these  by  adhesive  strapa :  a  pad  in  the  short  bead  of  the  bioepa,  eoiuoo- 

ef  cotton  wool  waa  then  put  over  all,  and  bracbialis,  and  the  pectoral  mnsdes,  or  vea- 

aeeured  by  calioo  roller  round  the  neck.    The  sels  and  nerves,  except  a  sU|^  ecchymosis 

patient  did  not  nttar  any  expiession  of  pain  in  a  few  points.    The  snbscapnlaria  musdo 

during  the  operation,  and  walked  baek  to  bed  also  appeared  uninjured.  The  dissection  was 

without  assistanoe.  The  twgmrwejqg^  three-  now  proseouted  by  oarefully  detaching  the 

qnartera  of  a  pound,  and  it  consisted  whoUy  oapaolar  Ugammt  from  the  humerus,  ciitting 

of  fttty  snbstsoce,  without  any  distinct  osl*  it  does  aloi«  tfae  cervix.    No  additional 

htlar  envelope.  The  patient  was  ordsnd-*  laceration,  besides  that  already  noticed,  waa 


Hydrarg.  CMorid.  gr.  m.;  Extr.  Colo-  "*^^,i5!,«*^  ^f^  ,'0^.'!^^ 

V»«*if  r«    ^  «r.  A«H«»    P^f  T--#  waadisdosed;  when  it  waa  found  that  the 

Tt  h;™;;  «I«»^  kad  been  eompletdy  torn  fro»  U>e 

ST.  ♦.    nora  somni.  .  ■        «        *  *».•         •*_     ■■»        *-«•      ^i. 

^    *  mner  edge  of  this  cavity.    By  putting  the 

On  the  fifth  day  his  health  waa  eo  good,  tigers  into  the  rent  thus  formed,  and  tracing 

and  the  wound  waa  so  near  being  healed,  the  boundaries  of  the  cavity  into  which  it 

that  he  waa  allowed  to  ait  np.  led,  it  could  leedily  be  ascertdned  where  the 

October  25th.«*Thcn  bdng  only  a  small  hfad  of  the  hnaMnu  had  lodged  when  it  waa 
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displaced :  it  mint  haje  lain  directly  upon  &eenied,  bat  it  resiilBd  attempts  to  ditdde 

the  cervix,  and  part  of  the  Yenter,  of  the  it  by  lateral  separation  into  distinct  langi- 

BcapnUy  jnst  under  the  root  of  the  coracoid  tadinal  fibres,  which  is  so  readily  effected  in 

process ;  and  the  fibres  of  the  snbscapnlaris  properly  developed  tendon.     After  a  few 

mnsde,  where  they  converge  to  be  inserted  days'  maceration  in  water,  the  brown  colour 

into  the  lesser  tubercle  of  the  humerus,  characteristic  of  this  part  became  of  a  lighter 

must  have  covered  it  on  its  inner  side.    The  hoe,  approaching  to  ]|iUow ;    and  several 

synovial  membrane  of  the  joint  was  stained  white  longitudinal  fibres,  similar  to  thoae 

of  a  brown  colour,  from  die  effects  of  the  existing  in  common  tendon,  could  then  be 

effused  blood,  but  was  not  otherwise  much  seen  scattered  within  it.    A  portion  of  the 

altered  in  structure.  tendon  was  submitted  by  Mr.  T.  Wharton 

Jones  to  microscopical  examination,  and  he> 

Po9t-moriem  appearances    in   rupture  qf  has  kindly  given  the  following  report  of  his 

the  tendo-aehillis,  six  weeks  after  the  observations: 

accident,  "The  substance   unitmg    the    ruptured 

John  Lennard,    let.   48,  was    admitted  tendon,  firmer  than  cellular  tissue,  less  oom- 

under  Mr.  Shaw's  care,  September  16th,  pact  than  tendon,  is  not  unlike  the  tissue  of 

with  rupture  of  the  tendo-achiltis  of  the  fibrous  tumor.     It  consists  of  fasciculi  of 

left  leg.    The  foot  was  secured  in  the  usual  fibres,  closely  arranged,  and  interwoven  like 

position  for  that  accident,  during  five  weeks,  a  felt  work.     It  cannot  be  teazed  out  so 

At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  was  sud-  easily  as  tendon ;  and  the  fibres  that  are 

denly  sebed  with  acute  bronchitis,  and  died  isolated  do  not  present  such  an  even  contour 

on  the  28th  October,  six  weeks  finom  the  as  those  of  regular  tendon.    Acetic  acid, 

day  of  his  meeting  with  the  accident.  without  reducing  the  tissue  to  a  uniform 

The  tendon  was  removed  for  more  careftd  jeUy^  as  it  does  cellular  tissue  or  tendon, 
examination.  It  was  found  that  the  iiqury  rendiered  the  fibrous  structure  more  trans- 
had  occoJTed  two  inches  above  the  os  calois.  parent,  and  thus  brought  into  view  nuclei 
There  was  slight  condensation  of  the  cellular  m  various  stages  of  elongation  into  nudeous 
membrane  snd  adipose  tissue  immediately  fibres.  The  yellowish  red  colour  of  the 
investing  the  tendon,  where  it  had  be^  new  tissue  is  owing  to  numerous,  minute 
ruptured.  Having  cleared  tins  off,  the  orange  coloured  corpuacules  dispersed  * 
surfooe  of  the  tendon,  on  its  posterior  or  throughout  its  substance." 

superficial  aspect,  was  continuous  from  the ^ 1 

sound  part  above  to  that  below ;  while,  on  OBSERVATIONS 

the  anterior  part,  thero  was  a  depression,  q,,  ^^^  q,  ^^^ 

»used  by  t*>«^"3«»**»o»  J^  **>«  'JP^  SIGNS  OF  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTH, 
fibres  from  each  other  and  the  space  between 

tiiem  being  imperfecUy  filled  upT  When  a        ^^  "^^^^^  applications  to  mkuical 
longitudinal  section  was  made  through  the  jubisprudsnce. 

injured  part,  it  was  apparent  that  the  rap*  By  Da.  Bbck. 

tore  of  the  fibres  of  the  tendon  had  not  [Conclnded  firom  p.  sao.} 

been  complete ;  that  a  layer,  amountuig  to  ■ 

•bout  an  ei^th  of  an  inch  in  thickness,        2.  Tbb  bydeostatic  tbst. — ^This  test 

sitnated  on  tibe  posterior  aspect,  had  escaped  is  founded  upon  the  difference  in  the  spe- 

bong  torn  through,  while  the  remainder  of  cific  gravity  of  the  lungs  before  and  after  re- 

tbe  fibres  had  been  ruptured,  and  drawn  spirstion.     In  other  words,  lungs  which 

•part  firom  each  other  to  the  extent  of  an  have  respired  will  float  in  water,  while  those 

inch.  Each  ruptured  end  was  of  an  irregular  which  have  not  respired  will  sink.    Every 

oonioal  shape,  and  was  distinguished  by  a  observation  whioh  I  have  been  enabled  to 

bright  red  colour,  caused  by  effusion  of  make  has  confirmed  me  in  the  general  ac-_ 

blood,  which  retained  its  florid  hue,  among  curacy  of  this  test«    It  is  liable,  however,  to' 

ita  fibres.    This  redness  was  greatest  along  certain  fallacies  or  objections,  which  requiro 

the  margins  of  the  torn  fibres ;  and  was  in  to  be  understood,  to  enable  us  to  make  oor- 

atrildng  contrast  both  with  the  glistening  rect  application  of  the  test.    On  the  one 

whiteness  of  the  sound  part,  and  with  the  hand,  lungs  which  kav€  not  reared  may 

colour  of  the  substance  which  formed  the  float  from  puir^kction — ^from  artifieiai  m- 

medium  of  union  between  the  ruptured  ends,  fi^twn — from  emphyeimn ;  while,  on  the 

XIm  interposed  new  structure  was  of  a  dull  other  hand,  lungs  which  ha»9  respired  xnay 

brown   colour,    sUghtly  reddish,  and  was  sink  from  disease,  or  from  the  respiration 

abont  half  an  inch  thick.     It  was  harder  being  feeble  w  impetfect.    Of  these  I  shall 

and  more  inflenble,  and   offered   greater  only  notice  two,  as  they  are  the  only  ones 

ramstance  to  the  knife  in  cutting  it,  than  of  which  illustrations  have  occurred  in  the 

the  «d|oining  soond  tendon.    On  holding  it  oases  whioh  I  have  examined.    Ther  are, 

n  n  partionlar  light,  feint  indications  of  a  however,  the  most  important  of  all  the  ob- 

stijntod  appearance  on  its  surfece  could  be  jeotions. 
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tf.  Puir^etion.    That   the  lungs  of  a  time  oonfirmi  the  accnracy  of  the  testi  by 

child  which  has  not  respired  may  float  in  which  it  may  be   distinguished   from   the 

consequence  of  putrefaction,  although  atone  floating  which  is  the  result  of  vital  respira- 

time  questioned,  is  beyond  doubt    The  case  tion. 

which  I  shall  presently  relate,  independent  b.  Artificial  infiation.  —  That  the  lungs 

of  numerous  others,  establishes  this  fact,  of  a  child  which  has  not  respired  may  be 

The  modes  of  disnnguishing  it  from   the  artificially  inflated,  so  as  to  cause  them  to 

floating  of  respiration  are  simple  and  obvious,  float,  though  doubted  by  some,  is  well  esta- 

a.  By  the  air  bubbles  being  visible  under  blished ;  and  when  this  is  the  case  it  pre- 

the  external  covering  of  the  lungs.     In  vital  sents  one  of  the  most  puzzling  problems 

respiration  this  is  not  the  case,     b.  By  the  — to  distinguish  it  from  vital  respiratioD. 

ease  by  which  the  air  can  be  pressed  out  of  The  only  test  upon  which  any  reliance  can 

the  lungs.     By  simply  squeezing  them  in  the  be    placed  is  the  application   of   suitable 

hand,  they  can  readily  be  made  to  sink  in  pressure  to  the  lungs.    If  the  floating  be  the 

water.     In  vital  respiration  this  cannot  be  result  of  vital  respiration,    no  degree  of 

done.     c.  By  the  sinking  of  the  internal  pressure  can  expel  the  air  from  the  longs 

portion  of  the  lungs.    The  air,  in  putrefac-  sufliciently  to  cause  them  to  sink  ;   while,  on 

tion,  forms  on  the  surfawx  of  the  lungs ;   and  the  other  hand,  in  eases  of  artificial  inflation, 

hence  the  internal  part,  if  cut  out  and  put  this  can  be  done. 

into  water,  will  not  float.     In  vital  respira-  Ctue, — Dec.  6,  1837.    Examined  a  child 

tion,  the  internal  part  will  float  more  rca-  which  had  been  still  bom,  but  which  the 

dily  than  the  external  part  of  the  lungs.  accoucheur  had  attempted  to  resuscitate  by 

Cote, — Aug.  25, 1938.    A  still-bom  child  blowing  into  its  mouth,  but  without  sueoeas. 

was    presented    for    examination   by    Dr.  Length,  twenty  inches ;  the  centre  of  the 

Wilson,  of  Bellevue  Hospital.    The  child  body  at  the  umbilicus ;  head  full  of  hair ; 

had    been    bora  two  days    before.     The  nails  full  grown,   and  the  body  perfectly 

weather  being  intensely  hot,  decomposition  sound  ;  weight,  47040  grains.    No  inflam- 

had  commenced.    The  body  was  of  a  green-  matory  circle  around  the  navel ;  thorax  flat, 

ish  colour ;  the  abdomen  greatly  distended;  On  opening  the  chest,  the  lungs  were  found 

the  skin  peeling  oflT  in  several  parts  of  the  in  the  upper  and  lateral  portions  of  tiie 

body.    The  cord  about  two  inches  long,  chest,    leaving   the    pericanlinm  and  dta- 

smooth,  soft,  and  flexible;  weight,  31,680  phragm    uncovered.     On  taking   out  the 

grains ;   length,  22  inches ;    the  umbilicus  lungs,  the  right  lung  was  of  a  dark   red 

twelve  inches  from  the  top  dt  the  head —  colour,  with  the  exception  of  the  lower  part 

the  centre  of  the  body,  accordingly,  a  little  of  the  upper  lobe,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 

above  the  umbilicos.     On  opening  the  chest,  lower  lobe,  which   were  of  a  bright  red. 

the  surface  of  the  lungs  was  found  covered  Distinct  crepitus  in  both  hings  in  the  parts 

with  air  bubbles,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  corresponding  to  the  bright  patches.    The 

lai^  pea  to  a  pin's  head.     On  the  posterior  weight  of  the  lungs  was  900  grains,  makmi^ 

part  of  these  organs  there  were  no  air  bub-  the  relative  weight  to  that  of  the  body  as 

bles.    The  colour  of  the  lungs  was  dark  red,  1:52.    Both  lungs  floated  in  water.    The 

with  here  and  there  spots  of  a  lighter  hue.  separate  lobes  of  each  lung  also  floated^ 

The  lungs  taken  out  of  the  chest,  with  the  The  right  lung  was  then  cut  into  twelve 

heart  and  thymus  gland  attached,   floated  pieces,   all  of  which  floated  ;    but  all  the 

in  water;   separated  from  the  heart  and  pieces  sank  after  being  subjected  to  pressure, 

thymus  gland,  they  also  floated,  as  did  also  The  left  lung  was  cut  into  ten  piece9,  and 

the  latter  oigans.    The  weight  of  the  lungs  all  but  one  floated.   On  pressure  being  mads 

was  540  grains ;  making  the  relative  weight  they  all  sank.    The  pressure  was  mads  by 

to  that  of  the  weight  of  the  body  as  1.58.  placing  them  in  a  piece  of  strong  linen,  and 

A  portion  of  the  internal  part  of  the  right  then  twisting  and  wringing  them  ;   after  this 

lung  being  cut  out,  sank  in  water.     Each  they  were  placed  under  a  large  flat  stone, 

lung  was  now  cut  into  ten  pieces,  and  on  The  ductus  arteriosus  was  as  laige  as  the 

being  put  into  water,   some  sank,    while  trank  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  cylindrical 

othen  floated.    On  being  moderately  com-  in  ahape,  and  much  larger  than  the  branches 

pressed  between  the  flngera,  each  separate  of    the  pulmonary   artery.     The  foramen 

section  sank  rapidly  to  the  bottom  of  the  ovale,  ductus  venosus,  umbilical  arteries  and 

vessel.    The  ductus  arteriosus  was  cylin-  veins,  all  open. 

drical  in  shape,  and  about  the  aiss  of  the  This  case  is  exceedingly  interesting,  ss 

pulmonaiy  artery ;  the  foramen  ovale  open ;  illustrating  the  effects  of  artificial  inflamma- 

the  umbilical  vessels  and  ductus  venosus  tion,  and  as  showing  how  nearly  they  resem- 

pervious ;  and  meconium  m  the  large  intes-  ble  those  of  vital  respiration.    The  floating 

^ines.  of  the  lungs  was  almost  perfect,  and  the 

This  ease  illustrates,  very  strikingly,  the  weight  of  the  lungs  (900  grains)  was  nesriy 

feet  that  the  lungs  of  a  still-bora  child  may  that  of  the  usual  average  standanl  of  chO- 

float  from  putrefaction,  and  at  the  same  dren  that  have  respired.    On  the  other  hand. 
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the  sinkinn^  of  the  lunga,  after  dae  pressure,  however,  in  another  place,*  so  fully  dis- 

the  relative   weight  of  the  lungs  and  the  cussed  all  the  points  connected  with  thia 

body,  1 :52,  and  the  state  of  the  ductus  arte*  subject,  as  to  render  them  at  present  unne* 

riosns,  were  in  favour  of  artificial  inflation.  oessary. — TVont.  Med.  Soe.  State  of  New 
3.   State  of  the  ductus  arteriosus.     York ;  and  American  Journal  of  the  Med* 

— ^Thia  is  called  the  Vienna  test,  from  its  Seieneee, 

being  originally  suggested  by  Prof.  Bemt,  of • 

Vienna.      It  is  founded  on  certain  changes  T\ATt>v»o  r^4'n%«T-».T«mr<tr-r. 

which  take  place  in  the  ductus  arteriosus  DALBY  S  CARMINATIVE. 

immediately  after  respiration.    In  the  mature  

foetus  before  respiration,  this  duct  is  about  t»  n*     r\  ••      •       mi*  r** 

half  an  inch  long,  cylindrical  in  shape,  with  9>  Tr.  Opii.  j^j. ;   Tr,  Assafcet.  Juss. ;  Olci 
a  diameter  about  equal  to  that  of  the  puU  ^arm.  Jj. ;    Olei  Menth.  Pip.  sjj  ;  Tr. 

monary  artery,  and  more  than  double  the  Castorei,  Sviss. ;  Sp.  Rectif.  3vj.— 

size  of  the  branches  of  that  artery,  each  of  M.  S.  A. 

which  is  equal  to  that  of  a  crow  quill.    If        When  the  mixture  is  complete,  it  is  to  be 

the  child  have  respired  a  few  moments,  the  divided  into  two-drachm  doses,  which  are 

duct  becomes  conical  in  shape,  with  its  con-  to  be  poured  into  small  bottles  containing 

tracted  part  towards  the  aorta.    If  the  child  from  seven  and  a  half  to  ten  drachms  a-piece, 

have  respired  for  some  hours  or  a  day,  it  be-  into  each  of  which  a  drachm  of  calcined 

comes  cylindrical  again  in  shape,  but  lessened  magnesia  has  been  previously  introduced. 

in  length  and  diameter.    It  is  much  less  Finally,  the  bottles  are  to  be  filled  up  with 

now  than  the  pulmonary  artery,   and  not  simplesyrup,  and  a  small  quantity  of  rectified 

larger  than  the  branches  of  that  artery.    If  spirits,  and  to  be  well  shaken  to  mix  the 

the  diild  have  respired  for  several  days  or  a  whole. 

week,  the  duet  will  be  found  still  more  con-         This  medicine  is  one  of   the  most  an- 

trscted ;  its  diameter  will  be  not  larger  than  cient  and  popular  arcana  in  Great  Britain, 

a  crow  quiU,  while  the  branches  of  the  pul-  where  it  is  recommended  in  the  flatulence, 

monary  artery  are  much  enlarged  to  the  size  gripes,  convulsions,  &c.  of  infants  ;   and  in 

of  a  goose  quill.  the  irregular  gout,  the  bloody  flux,  and  violent 

The  result  ofmy  observations  goes  strongly  colic  of  adults.  It  is  thought  eminently 
to  support  the  accuracy  of  these  observe-  serviceable  in  the  different  bowel  complaints 
tions.  In  six  still- born  children,  I  found  to  which  sea-faring  men  are  very  subject, 
the  ductus  arteriosus  cylindrical  in  shape,  Five  or  six  drops  are  given  to  weakly 
and  about  the  size  of  the  main  trunk  of  the  infants  two  or  three  days  old,  in  a  tea-spoon- 
pulmonary  artery,  and  considerably  larger  ful  of  warm  water  sweetened;  and  if  this 
than  the  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery  dose  does  not  produce  the  desired  effect  in 
•—  in  some  cases  double  the  size.  In  a  six  or  eight  minutes,  it  is  repeated.  The 
seventh  stiU-bom  child,  I  found  it  nearly  the  dose  is  augmented  in  proportion  to  the  age 
size  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  but  not  much  of  the  little  patients,  and  the  severity  of  the 
larger  than  its  branches.  In  a  child  which  symptoms  to* be  combated.  Two  doses  in  a 
had  lived  four  days,  the  ductus  arteriosus  day,  or  three  at  the  most,  are  sufficient  for 
waa  eyhndrieal,  three  lines  in  lengUi,  and  the  most  obstinate  cases, 
about  the  size  of  a  crow-quill,  and  not  more  A  tea- spoonful  is  given  to  infants  from 
than  half  the  size  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  one  to  two  years  old,  or  even  more  if  the 
In  a  child  which  had  lived  three  days,  the  symptoms  are  violent.  Three  tea-spoonfiils 
ductus  arteriosus  was  about  two  and  a  half  are  given  to  children  seven  years  old. 
lines  long,  and  cylindrical,  about  one  third  Adults  take  half  or  two-thirds  of  k  bottle 
the  size  of  the  pulmonary  artery  and  some-  for  a  dose,  either  pure,  or  mixed  with  as  much 
what  smaller  than  tbe  branches  of  tibat  artery,  warm  water  as  will  make  it  of  an  agreeable 
In  a  child  which  lived  forty-six  hours,  the  temperature.  In  all  cases  it  is  necessary  to 
duetoB  arteriosus  was  one-fourth  of  an  inch  shake  the  bottle  before  pouring  out  the  dose. 
long,  cylindrical  in  shape,  less  than  half  the  It  has  been  observed  that  in  persons  sub- 
size  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  about  jeet  to  constipation,  or  who  often  vomit  acid 
equal  to  die  branches  of  that  artery.  matter,  it  is  very  useful  to  combine  mag- 

Akhottgh  the  foregoing  observations,  ge-  nesia  witSi  the  use  of  this  carminative.— 

nerally  speaking,  confirm  the  accuracy  of  Journal  de  Chvme  Midieale^  Sept.  1842. 
tills  test,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  it  is  not         [Like  other  popular  nostrums,  Dalb3^8 

to  be  relied  upon  in  all  cases.    This  has  been  Carminative  is  made  after  various  receipts, 

shown  particularly  by  Orflla.  so  that  the  dose  which  is  perfectly  safe  when 

I  have  thus,  as  briefly  as  possible,  recorded  the  cordial  is  prepared  by  A,  maybe  poisonous 

the  results  of  the  foregoing  observations, — __. 

mlliont  indulgmg  in  the  many  comments       ♦  Elements  of  Medical  Jurisprodence,  by  T. 

iMiteh  naturally  suggest  themselves.     I  have,  Romeyn  Beck,  M.D.,  and  John  B.  Beck,  M.D. 
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whenitUroanufMrtttfedbyB.  IntheRetarni 
from  the  Coroners  of  England  and  Walea, 
made  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  1839,  we 
find  ten  cases  of  death  from  Godfrey 'sCordial, 
and  one  from  Infant's  Miztnre.  Dr.  John 
Clarke  mentions  an  infant  destroyed  by  forty 
drops  of  Dalby's  Carminatiye. — TramlO' 
tor's  Note,'} 

INTRODUCTION  OF  AIR  INTO 
THE  VEINS. 


Da.  GoDVMBR,  Physician  to  the  hospital  of 
Ambridres,  in  MayegnCp  has  publi^ied  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Indre  and  Loire,  three  cases  of  tumor  in  the 
neck,  during  the  amputation  of  which  a  pe- 
culiar hisainl^  noise  was  heard,  followed  by 
the  instantaneous  death  of  the  patient.  The 
only  abnormal  appearance  presented  on  the 
examination  of  the  body  was  the  distension 
of  the  cavitiea  of  the  heart  by  a  great  quan- 
tity of  air.  In  remoTing  large  tumors  from 
the  neck,  ojr  from  near  the  heart,  we  should 
avoid  anything  by  which  the  entry  of  air 
into  the  veins  can  happen.  Among  these 
causes,  M.  Godemer  classes  the  movements 
given  to  the  tumor  in  dividing  the  cir- 
eamjaoent  oellnlar  tissue,  with  the  view  of 
removing  the  diseased  growth  whole.  To 
avoid  this  inconvenience,  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  removes  the  tumor  piecemeal, 
and  since  he  adopted  that  plan  he  says  he 
has  not  lost  a  single  patient  by  this  unfor- 
tunate occurrence.  Six  cases  of  tumor  of 
the  neck  were  operated  on  by  him  in  1839 
and  1340,  and  with  success.  The  patient 
suffers  a  little  more  pain  ;  but  in  exchange, 
there  is  not  any  danger  of  the  passage  of  air 
to  the  hearty  and  the  consequent  immediate 
death  of  the  patient. — Prov.  Med.  and  Surf. 
Jmim. 


CASES  OF 
POISONING  IN  GERMANY. 


1«  Poisoning  by  arseniate  qf  copper,  with 
the  successful  administration  qf  the  Ay- 
drated  oxide  qfiron,    Br  Dr.  Fibdlbh. 

A  PisoB  of  bread  and  butter,  thickly  covered 
witii  conmoB  green  paint,  having  been 
plaeed  to  destroy  beetles,  a  child  two  years 
old  ate  a  middling  siaed  bit  of  it,  and  soon 
afterwwds  vomiti^  violently.  After  the, 
cWd  had  drunk  a  good  deal  of  milk,  it  was 
quiBt,  bnt  soon  aftmrards  still  more  violent 
vocaitiBg  came  on,  the  whole  body  be- 
came cold,  and  the  fieatures  distorted.  The 
author  prescribed  the  hydrated  oxide  of  iron. 
V^hrn  he  visited  the  child  ftve  hours  after- 


wards, he  found  it  sleeping  tranquilly ;  the 
whole  body  was  uniformly  warm,  the  pulse 
quiet,  and  vomiting  had  entirely  ceased. 
With  the  exoq)tion  of  a  mild  diet,  no  pre- 
scriptions were  required.  Fourteen  months 
have  now  elapsed,  and  the  diild  remains 
quite  wiril,  like  the  one  whose  cass  the  author 
reported  several  years  ago. 

2.  Poisoning  by  digitalis.    By  Dr.  Sib- 
MON  Dawosky. 

A  man,  about  fifty,  had  been  freed  from 
the  symptoms  of  incipient  hydrothorax,  by 
the  etho-eal  tincture  of  digitalis,  combined 
with  the  spirit  of  nitric  eti^,  and  ethereal 
oU  of  juniper.  Being  again  attacked  by 
these  symptoms  in  the  autumn  of  1841,  he 
derived  the  same  benefit  from  the  same  me- 
dicine. But  after  the  patient  had  taken  ther 
remedy  for  about  twenty  days,  the  following 
phenomena  came  on.  The  pulse,  which, 
during  the  former  use  of  the  remedies,  had 
lessened  by  ten  or  fifteen  beats  ir.  a  minute, 
now  ssnk'  almost  to  half  its  usual  number. 
Besides  this,  the  patient  was  tormented  by 
the  most  painful  disquietude,  so  that,  even 
in  the  night,  he  left  the  bed  every  moment, 
could  not  sleep,  and  with  his  ejeA  open  con- 
versed with  persons  who  were  not  present. 
At  the  same  time  the  pupils  were  dilated, 
the  conjunctiva  both  of  the  eye  and  the  lids 
was  red ;  he  had  little  appetite,  with  great 
nausea,  and  violent  thirst,  with  great  dry- 
ness of  the  mouth  ;  the  alvine  efauutioBB 
were  scanty,  the  secretion  of  urine  was  in- 
creased. These  phenomena,  which  obviously 
were  merely  effecta  of  the  digitalis,  had 
lasted  six  days,  when  the  restlessness  di- 
minished, sleep  returned,  and  thedilatationof 
the  pupils  disappeared.  This  history  should 
serve  as  a  warning,  when  one  is  tempted,  as 
one  so  often  is  in  diseases  of  the  heart,  to 
use  digitalis  a  long  time  uninterruptedly. 

[We  recommend  the  beginner»  as  a  ssfe 
general  rule,  to  use  hyoscyamus  instead  of 
digitalis,  to  quell  inordinate  action  of  the 
heart.  As  a  diuretic,  there  are  many  ex-* 
cellent  substitutes.— TVonsfa/or's  iVbfe.] 

3.  Poisoning  by  decayed  carrots*  By 
Dn.  LiBBBR,  of  Berlin. 

A  girl  eight  years  old,  who  bad  gone  to 
bed  cheerftd  and  well,  on  awaking  com- 
plained of  headaehe.  -Violent  vomiting  came 
on,  which  was  quieted  by  chamomile  tcSf 
but  convulsions  were  observed  soon  after- 
wards. They  continued  till  noon,  when  Dr. 
Lieber  was  sent  for,  bnt  he  could  not  see 
her  tiU  after  3.  She  wss  lying,  without 
consciousness,  on  her  baek,  and  biualhuil 
bnt  faintly;  her  face  was  rather  pnfiy;  her 
pulse  quiet  and  full ;  the  bowels  not  open. 
Leeches  to  the  head  and  a  clyster  were  pre* 
scribed,  but  before  these  remedies  could  bo 
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uied  the  girl  was  dead.    No  .cause  for  the  ble  atrength,  but  aUghtly  i]futclBened,  and 

illness  could  be  discovered,  except  ber  bar-  only  oocasionally  intermitting.     Moreover, 

ing  eaten  a  considerable  quantity  of  half-  there  were  pafozysms    of   suffocation   on 

rotten  carrots,  which  had  been  thrown  into  attempting  to  awaUow  even  flnfds,  stoppage 

the  eoort-yard.    A  boy  belonging  to  anodier  of  urine,  and,  lastly,  frequent,  deep,  sighing 

family,  who  had  eaten  of  these  carrots,  was  respiration,  with  rattling  in  the  larynx  and 

also  ill,   but  recovered  after    spontaneous  the  chest, 

vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  Three  of  the  patients,  who  had  eaten  most 

A   pcMBt-mortem  examination,   28  hours  heartily  of  the  sausages,  died ;  Ehrmann  on 

after  death,  confirmed  Dr.  Lieber's  conjee-  the  fourth  day  of  the  hUl  supper,  the  servant 

ture  as  to  the  cause  of  death.  also  oft  the  fourth  day,  and  one  of  the  country- 

Tlie  membranes  of  the  brain  were  very  man's  sons,  aged  fourteen,  on  the  ninth  day. 
fall  of  blood ;  the  brain,  which  was  normid  Another  son,  aged  eighteen,  had  not  re- 
in consistence,  was  less  so ;  the  sinuses,  covered  perfectly  till  the  expiration  of  four 
again,  were  distended  with  blood.  There  weeks.  The  dissection  of  the  thfee  who 
waa  no  effusion  in  the  ventricles,  and  the  died  gave  the  following  results.  On  the 
pinras  ehonridei  were  rather  paler  than  snrfoce  of  the  dure  mater  there  were  a 
usual.  There  was  no  disease  in  the  cavity  of  number  of  drops  of  deep-red  blood,  while 
the  thorax.  The  external  surface  of  the  the  other  membranes  showed  no  fuperebun- 
stomach  was  unaltered,  but  on  the  internal  dance  of  blood,  but  were  rather  pale.  There 
one,  particularly  at  the  greater  curvature,  were  abscesses  of  the  siae  of  a  pea,  filled 
there  were  several  inflamed  spots  of  different  with  thick,  whitish  pus,  in  the  tonsils.  The 
sixes.  They  were  dark-ied,  and  their  finest  ptuuynx  was  bluuh-raJ,  the  epiglottis  pale, 
vascular  ramifications  could  be  distinctly  the  rtms  phttidU  wide  open;  the  larynx 
seen,  and  could  not  be  washed  off  with  was  slightly  reddened  on  its  inner  and  upper 
water.  Bluish  spots  were  to  be  seen  in  the  surface,  while  immediately  below  the  larynx 
intestines,  but  only  in  their  peritoneal  cover*  the  whole  inner  and  upper  surfhoe  of  the 
ing ;  at  least  the  mucous  membrane  bora  no  trachea  was  of  a  dark  bluish  red,  in  conse- 
marks  of  thflammation.  quenoe  of  dose-set  vascularity  and  sugilla- 

tions.    This  colouring  had  a  speckled  ap- 

4.  Poumunff  by  hvtr-amaagBt.  pearence,  from  the  interposition  of  spots 

Eight  persons  belonging  to  the  family  of  which  wera  oot  so  dark.    Towards  the  divi- 

a  euuutiVman  named  Ehrmann,  at  Siin-  sion  of  the  bronchi  the  colour  was  deeper 

met8hansen,were  poisoned  by eatingsauaages,  still,  and  extended  into  all  the  bronchial 

in  May,  1841.    Tliey  had  been  SMde  by  ramifications,   which,    when    cut    through, 

Ehrmann  firom  a  pig  slaughtered  a  week  sent  forth  dark  firotiiy  blood.    The  lungs, 

befora,  which  appears  to  have  been  perfecUy  particularly  in  their  posterior  and  inferior 

healthy.    Hie  sausages  tasted  sour,  but  two  parts,  wera  filled  with  very  dark  blood,  did 

of  the  ftmily  ate  heartily  of  them,  namely,  not  erepitafee  then,  had  a  velvety  appearance 

the  countryman  himaelf,  a  man  of  64,  and  on  the  cat  surfooes,  SAd  wera  nearly  in  the 

his  man-servant,  aged  28.     They  all  fell  ill  saaie  esndittaB    as   one  finds  them  after 

two,  three,  or  four  days  afker  pvtaldng  of  typhoid  distasBS.     In  the  patient  who  died 

them.  fint,  the  heart  was  wasted  and  brittle ;  and 

Tlie  following  symptoms  were  obaerved  in  in  the  other  two  it  contained  several  yellow 

all,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree : — giddiness ;  polypi ;  and,  in  one  ot  the  two,  the  ventricle 

great  wrakness  of  sight,  which  gradually  contained  a  small,  in  the  other  a  larger, 

increased  almost  to  blindness ;  double  vision,  quantity  of  serous  fluid. 

with  perfectly  undisturbed  consciousness ;  In  all  tiirae  cases  the  liver  was  of  a  leaden 

remarkable  dryness  of  the  mouth  snd  fauces,  colour  in  the  left  lobe  and  on  the  lower  sur- 

tfae  structures  of  which,  with  the  exception  fiice ;  in  the  interior  it  was  of  a  pale  brown, 

of  the  tongue,  were  of  a  deep  red,  and  and  brittle,  with  the  exception  of  the  third 

covered  witii  devated  points,  which  were  case,  in  which  it  was  of  the  usual  firmness. 

also   red  ;    dUBeolty   of    swallowing    fielt  In  the  old  man  and  the  servant  the  spleen 

ImIow    the    pwmum    Adami  :    sensibility  was  softened  (mat9eh)  and  nearly  double  the 

of  the  epigvstiio  region;  vomiting;   diar-  •  healthy  ai» ;  tiie  inner  sufiMe  of  the  oBSopha- 

rhese ;  gffiping ;   paralysiB  of  the  eyelids,  gas  waa  not  reddened,  but,  on  the  contrary, 

so  that  the  patients  could  not  open  their  lined  with  a  white  substance  like  smegma ; 

eyes ;  enlargement  and  immobility  of  the  the  cardie  also  was  not  reddened,  but  the 

popil  (  a  bfa^oh  reddening  of  the  aderotio ;  a  '  fundus  of  theetomach  was  of  a  dark  red.     In 

liaping  otteranoe,  difficult  to  be  uodorsteed ;  the  stomach  of  the  son  aged  14,  besides 

coBStant  decubituB  on  the  badi»  with  s  per-  several  specka  of  a  dirty  pink,  which  scaraely 

feet  capability  of  putting  out  the  tongoe  9  differed  from  the  physiological  state,  thera 

entirenesa  of  the  mental  powera,  the  hesring*  was  s  spot  several  inches  in  dreumference, 

and  volnntary  motion;  and  a  pulse  of  tolera*  so  soft  that  when  touched  it  broke  into  a 
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ft  hole,  lie  inner  mirfece  of  the  small  in- 
testine, which  contained  a  yellow  fluid,  was, 
in  one  ease,  of  a  dark  and  dirty  gray,  in 
another  blackish,  ms  if  besprinkled  with  ink 
powder;  in  the  third,  reddish,  with  minute 
spots.  The  external  surface  of  the  intesti- 
nal canal  was  of  a  dirty  grey,  and  in  part 
reddish  colour,  as  it  happens  after  slight 
inflammation.  The  colon  was  extremely 
dilated,  and  the  csBCum  was  stuffed  with 
greenish-yellow  feces  into  the  sembiAuce 
of  a  thick  baU. 

Of  all  the  remedies  which  the  author  used, 
th,e  aqm  oxymuriatica  (solution  of  chlorine) 
alone  seemed  to  be  of  advantage. 

Dr.  Roser  hopes  that  organic  chemistry 
may  come  to  more  satisfactory  conclusions 
respecting  this  destructiTe  poison  of  sausages. 
Sehmidi'M  Jahrb'ueher,  August  1842. 

[We  have  abridged  the  last  case  consider- 
ably.—TVont/la/er.] 


INJURIOUS  DYE  FOR  THE  HAIR, 

Dr.  a.  Tu.  Bruck,  of  Osnabriick,  thinks 
that  a  violent  ophthalmia,  under  which  a 
lady  of  40  was  labouring,  might  be  attributed 
to  a  dye  wbich  she  had  used  during  several 
years  for  her  hair.  It  is  sold  at  Cologne, 
under  the  name  of  Poudre  d'ltaiie,  and  has 
been  shown,  by  chemical  analysis,  to  consist 
of  lead  and  lime. — SchnudPs  Jahrb, 


PROFESSOR  OWEN. 

Wb  are  happy  to  announce  that  a  pension 
of  jf200  per  annum  has  been  bestowed  on  Mr. 
Owen,  in  consideration  of  his  laborious  ex- 
ertions in  reference  to  the  Hnnterian  Cata« 
logue.  The  reward  has  been  well  merited, 
and  we  hope  will  be  long  enjoyed. 


MIDDLESEX  HOSPITAL. 

Wb  regret  to  announce  that  Mr.  Mayo  has 
been  compelled,  by  the  state  of  his  health,  to 
resign  the  office  of  Surgeon  to  Middlesex 
Hospital.  Mr.  Shaw,  who  has  for  some 
time  been  Assistant-Surgeon,  will,  almost  as 
a  matter  of  course,  be  elected  in  Mr.  Mayo's 
place.  Several  gentlemen  are  in  the  field 
for  the  Assistant- Surgeoncy. 

RECEIVED  FOR  REVlIn^. 

Dr.  Hull's  Essays  on  Determination  of 
Blood  to  the  Head. 

The  Literary  and  Scientific  Register  and 
Almanack  for  1843.  By  J.  W.  G.  Grrcn, 
jtt.R.  C.S.Ij. 

Dr.  Copland's  Dictionary  of  Practical 
Medicine,  Part  Vlll. 

Mr.  Forbes  Winslow  on  the  Preserratioa 
of  the  Health  of  Body  and  Mind. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

UST  OF  GBNTLEMBN  ADMITTBD  MBMBER8. 

Friday,  November  U,  1842. 

H.  A.  Arden.— O.  F.  Hewaon.— H.  Yidal.-' 
J.  H.  KimbelL— T.  L.  Hodsoa.--G.  Cole. -A. 
Adyr.— J.  P.  Bourne.— W.  Simpson. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  November  5,  1842. 

Small  Pox 8 

Measles  jj 

Scariatina  44 

Houpliig  Cough  ai 

Croup  7 

Thrush    j 

Diarrhcea    5 

Dysentery  s 

Cholera 0 

Inflaensa 1 

Typhus    IKS 

Bryaipelas 5 

Syphilis 1 

Hvdrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  134 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    333 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 19 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    47 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys.  &c 6 

Childbed .7. )  9 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c J 

Rheumatism s 

Diseases  of  Jointo,&c ft 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 1 

Diieasesof  Uncertain  Seat 117 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 85 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance   4s 

Causes  not  specified 9 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 956 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL^  ~ 
Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51^  37'  32"JV. 
Longitude  0®  3'  51"  W,  of  Oreemneh, 
November.    iThbrmombtbr.   Barombtrr. 


Wednesday  9 
Tbnrsday  .  10 
Friday.  .  .  U 
Saturday  .  IS 
Sunday  .  .  13 
Monday  .  .  14 
Tuesday    .  15 


ftrom  37  to  47 

41  60 

4S  65 

40  50 

43  51 

87  49 

40  46 


29-77 
S9-63 
39*19 
29*04 
29-45 
29*62 
29*59 


to 


S9'65 
29*53 
28*91 
29*45 
29*22 
29*99 
Stat. 


Wind,  S.  on  the  9tb  and  10th :  S.  by  E.  on  the 
mh ;  S.  by  W.  on  the  12th  and  ISth;  N.W.  on 
the  14th ;  N.E.  on  the  15th. 

Except  the  mominfc  of  the  l4tb,  noeially 
drady  with  freqoentJand  at  times  heavy  rain. 

Rain  fallen,  one  inch  and  '795  of  an  inch. 

Charlbs  Hbnry  Adams. 

NoncB.—  We  regret  that  we  cannot  gi^e 
insertion  to  Mr.  Tucker's  letter.  We  agree 
with  him  that  as  the  Lancet  originated  the 
ftttsck  it  ought  to  have  admitted  the  defence. 
His  letter  is  left  at  our  printer's. 

Wilson  k  Ogilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  25,  1842. 


LECTURES    -  expelled,  and  the  deciduotis  membranes  left 

within  the  nterua. 

^^  '^'  In  the  first  specimen,  the  age  of  trhich 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OF  conld  hardly  have  exceeded  twenty  days, 

MIDWIFERY,  and  which  is  about  the  size  of  a  common 

»«            ^eiM  r^         f  hazel-nut,  yon  see  the  whole  is  covered  with 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  of  St.  George  s  ^^^  ^y.  ^f  ^^^  chorion.     On  one  side  the 

Hosptial,  ^i]jj  gj^  more  luxuriant  than  on  the  other, 

D«  xi^«..,.  T  »»   -Kit  T\   p  TJ  K  but  there  is  no  part  of  the  membrane  of  the 

Br  Robert  IjBE,  M.LI.  r.K.o.  .              n.       j    *.•*  *     *   mi*    "nr'^u- 

chorion  smooth,  or  destitute  of  villi.  Within 

the  cavity  of  the  chorion  which  has  been  laid 

Lecture  VII.  open,  you  see  the  vesicula  umbilicalis  about 

.                           ji    /•  *^6  size  of  a  small  pea,  and  closely  adhering 

On  the  human  ovum,  tn  the  first  month  of  ^^  j^   -^  ^^iG  embryo,  enclosed  within  the 

pregnancy,  transparent   amnion,   and  which  is   rather 

The  human  embryo  is  enclosed  within   a  smaller  than  the  vesicle.     The  embryo  is  not 

sac,  to  which  it  is  attached  by  the  umbilical  quite  two  lines  in  leng^th,  and  is  much  bent. 

cord.     This  sac  is  composed  of  three  distinct  It  resembles  exactly  this  figure  of  avery  young 

membranes — the  amnion,  thechorion,  and  the  embryo  contained  in  Soemmering's  plates. 

decidua.  The  decidua  is  the  outer  membrane,  There  is  a  space  between  the  amnion  and 

the  chorion  is  the  middle,  and  the  amnion  the  inner  surface  of  the  chorion  which  is 

the  inner.     If  you  cut  open  a  gravid  uterus  occupied  by  a  soft  reticular  texture,  in  which 

in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  as  in  this  is  imbedded  the  vesicula  umbilicalis.     This 

preparation,  you  will  observe  the  decidua  is  probably  one  of  the  most  healthy  human 

adhering  to  its  whole  internal  surface.     On  ova  which  has  yet  been  examined.     In  a 

dividing  this  membrane,  you  will  then  see  second  specimen  of  the  human  ovum  nearly 

the  entire  space  between  the  decidua  and  of  the  same  age,  which  was  expelled  in  abor- 

membrane  of  the  chorion  occupied  all  round  tion,  the  entire  surface  of  the  chorion  was 

the  ovum  by  the  placenta  and  villi  of  the  covered  with  villi.     The  cavity  of  the  chorion 

chorion.;  and  on  laying  open  the  membrane  likewise  contained  the  vesicula  umbilicalis 

of  the  chorion,  from  the  outer  surface  of  and  amnion,  but  there  is  only  an  opaque 

which  all  the  villi  extend  to  the  decidua,  the  spot  seen  within  the  amnion,  and  no  distinct 

amnion  will  come  into  view,  which  imme-  embryo.     In  a  third  ovnm,  belonging  also 

diately  encloses  the  embryo  and  liquor  amnii,  to  the  latter  part  of  the  first  month,  yon  see 

and  forms  the  sheath  or  covering  of  the  um-  there  is  no  difference  between  the  appearance 

bilical  cord :  you  will  also  see  the  vesicula  presented|by  the  villi  of  the  chorion,  in  this, 

ambilicalis,  situated  between  the  amnion  and  and  in  the  other  two  specimens,  which  you 

chorioay  a  short  distance  from  the  insertion  have  now  examined.     But  the  cavity  of  the 

of  the  umbilical  cord  into  the  membranes.  chorion  contained  only  the  vesicula  umbili- 

There  are  upwards  of  thirty  human  ova  of  calls,  which  was  imbedded  in  the  common 

different  ages,  from  the  latter  part  of  the  soft  reticular  texture  always  found  in  this 

first  month  to  the  commencement  of  the  part  of  the  ovum.  By  the  slightest  touch  the 

fourth,  now  placed  upon  the  table  before  vesicula  umbilicalis  was  detached  from  the 

you.     There  are  only  three  of  these  which  chorion,  and  it  now  floats  loosely  in  the 

udoobtedly  belong  to  the  first  month,  but  spirit  of  the  preparation.    There  was  no 

none  of  them  are  perfect  ova,  the  chorion  embryo  or  amnion,  that  I  could  discover, 

and  its  contents  in  all  of  them  having  been  within  the  chorion. 
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M.  Yelpeaa  has  giyen  tbe  repretentation 
of  an  ovam  without  tbe  decidua  which  he 
believed  to  be  only  eight  or  twelve  days  old. 
The  whole  was  covered  with  villi  of  the 
chorion,  and  waa  about  the  aize  of  a  common 
pea.  There  waa  neither  embryo,  amnion , 
nor  vesicula  umbilicalis,  contained  within  the 
cavity  of  the  chorion.  He  has  also  given  a 
figure  to  represent  another  ovum,  the  age  of 
which  he  fixes  at  twelve  days.  It  had  the 
same  size  and  appearance  externally  as  the 
other,  and  within  the  chorion  he  saw  the 
embryo  and  vesicula  umbilicalis  imbedded  in 
a  soft  reticular  texture  which  filled  the  greater 
part  of  the  cavity  of  the  chorion. 

In  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  1837, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Jones  has  described  a  human  oTum 
which  was  probably  not  more  than  three  or 
four  weeks  old.  On  laying  open  the  ovum, 
by  carefully  cutting  and  reversing  the  bald 
side  of  the  chorion,  the  following  appear- 
ances presented  themselves,  tiie  whole 
cavity  of  the  chorion  was  filled  with  a  fine 
gelaiAious  cellular  tissue,  imbedded  in  which, 


towards  one  extremity  of  the  ovum,  was  a 
small  round  body.  It  was  evidditly  the 
vesicular  blastoderma,  or  germinal  mem- 
brane; on  being  taken  out  and  examined 
by  the  microscope,  it  presented  the  same 
friable  globular  structure  found  in  the  vesi- 
cular blastoderma  of  the  rabbit.  There  was 
no  yitellary  membrane  to  be  seen.  The 
chorion  of  this  ovum  was  expelled  with  the 
decidua,  and  lay  in  the  middle  of  one  of  the 
parietes  of  the  decidua,  rather  near  its  upper 
edge,  and  was  the  size  of  a  large  pea.  One 
side  of  the  chorion  was  smooth,  the  other 
shaggy,  with  the  villi  of  tlie  chorion,  which 
leads  me  to  think  that  this  ovum  was  not  in 
a  perfectly  healthy  condition,  and  that  de- 
velopment had  been  arrested  some  time 
before  its  expulsion. 

The  subjoined  figures  (1  to  7)  from  Mr. 
T.  W.  Jones,  represent  the  natural  appear- 
ance of  this  ovum  and  the  ova  of  the  mam- 
mifera,  after  impregnation. 


ISg.  1.  an  ovum  found  in  the  fallopian  tolbe  of  a 
rabbit  the  third  day  after  impregnation,  mag- 
nified forty  diameters. 

Fig.  2,  tbe  ovum  of  the  fW>g  when  recently  laid, 
magnified  two  diameters. 

Fig.  3,  the  ovum  of  a  water«newt,  in  which  de- 
velopment has  commenced,  magnified  rather 
more  than  twice. 
.  fig.  4,  a  diagram  shewing  the  emb  ryo  of  the  newt 
after  the  viteUary  membrane  has  given  way, 
contained  only  within  the  cavity  of  the  sub- 


stance,  which  is  added  to  the  ovam  in  the 

oviduct. 
Fig.  5,  a  diagram  shewing  the  embryo  of  the  tng 

still  siirrounded  by  the  vitellary  membrane,  aa 

well  as  the  gelatinous  sabstance,  which  Is 

added  to  tbe  ovnm  in  the  oviduct. 
Fig.  6,  an  ovnm  found  In  the  horn  of  the  uteroa 

of  a  rabbit  seven  day8>  after  impregnation, 

magnified  fbrty  diameters. 
Fig.  7,  a  human  ovum  thrown  off  at  the  third 

or  fourth  week  ;  natural  size. 
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Prof.  Wagner  hrnvdescribed  aod  giicD  n  re-  and  wbicb  m«uiireil  oboat   aeven  Udm  in 

prearaUtiaD  of  s  nonnal  honuui  ovum  of  the  length.    The  Bubjoioed  figures  represent  thU 

third  week,  coTered  by  the  uterine  decidna,  ovuui  of  the  natural  die,  and  also  magnified- 


AyK         la  thii  diagram  ia  represented  a  bnmui  otuid  of  the   third  week 
>nrfJB      (abont  titeutf-oae  daji  old)  gdcIohhI  Id  thedecidua,  liiB  uf  nature, 
and  coiuidered  bj  him  to  be  in  a  perfectly  nonnal  state. 


Thii  li    a    diagram    of   the    aame   otam,   vith   the    chorion    Uud 
open  :   the  embiyo,  about  two  lines  long,  cloiel;  ■urroiinded  b;  tho 


lo  this  f  gnre  the  same  OTum  la  magnified  :  all  the  parts  are  designed  Irom  natnre.  The 
chorion  ia  taid  open  and  reflected,  uid  the  albuminDua  apace  betviit  the  aAinion  and 
cliorion  are  represented,  and  alao  the  lunhilical  veucle  communicating  with  the  intestine, 
the  bcart,  lower  jaw,  ear,  hemisphere,  corpora  quadiigemhia,  liver,  eye,  sod  (be  two  bran- 
cbial  ftsmrei. 
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The    Agnret    nbjcdned     reprewmt    an  and  the  amnion  torn,  when  it  was  obtained, 

embrro  deacribed  b;  MuUer,  in  Meckel*)  From  the  ambilical  Tcdcle  the  long  MiDcle 

Archir.  1830,  tab.  li.    The  length  of  the  paued,  encloaed  in  the  umbilieal  cord,  into 

embrjo  wai  3}  linet.    Tba  ornm  was  open,  the  abdomen  of  the  embryo. 


r  Fiouiu.— ^,  ulanl  liir. 

S,  msgniBed  ritti.  C,  xtew  ntlll  mort  highlT 
nugniAed,  wllh  the  membraat*  rolorrd,  ud 
nferenca  to  llu  KTenl  ptitM.  He  rifudl  it 
u  ibtnil  twmty-dKtit  dayi  al±  a,  a,  Charioa 
laid  open  and  reflected  i  *,  >,  t,  aUmmlnena 
■lace  betwlit  the  ■mnlnn  and  cbarian  ;  t,  am- 
nloni  d,  umbilical  vsicle  ;  ifi,peclica«  of  the 
umbiliol  rciicle-,  e,  ooou  of  Inuatliie  con- 
mnnicaling  nilh  di;  g,  heart  i  ;i,  lower  Jaw  I 
(,  eari  t,  cadMllnm  i  ti,  hemiaplierea ;  k^ 
corpora    qDadri|:emina ; 


.,  point 


■e  the  all 
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M.  Coste  has  given  a  description  and  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  we  have  many  account* 
figure  of  an  early  ovum.     It  was  the  size  of  of  diseased  ova,  of  monstrous  or  distorted 
a  small  hazel-nut.    Hie  chorion  was  dis-  embryos,  of  tiiis  period;  but  instead  of  uding 
tinctly  villous,   and  on  being  divided  the  us,  or  advancing  our  knowledge  of  the  earlier 
body  of  the  embryo  was  perceived.     It  was  periods  of  development  in  the  human  subject, 
a  line  and  a  qaarter  long  and  a  line  and  a  these  accounts  are  even  generally  calculated 
half  broad,  of  an  oval  ^ape,  and  presented  to  mislead,  and  it  is  therdfore  well  to  regard 
on  the  abdominal  surface  an  elliptical  open-  the  greater  number  of  them  as  of  no  kind  of 
ing  half  a  line  long.    Through  tiiis  opening  value.     Some  have  said  that  they  have  found 
therewerefixed  to  the  abdominal  surfa*ceof,the  ova  in  the  tubes,  or  on  their  very  first 
embryothe  pedicles  oftwo  vesicles,  one  nearly  entrance  into  the  uterus,  and  before  the 
opposite  to  the  middle  of  the  body,  the  other  separation  of  the  embryo  from  the  germinal 
near  the  caudal  extremity.    One  of  these  membrane.    But  all  statements  of  this  kind 
vesicles  corresponds,  he  thinks,  with  the  yet  in  existence  are,  in  the  highest  degree', 
umbilical  vesicle,   and   the    other    to    the  unsatisfactory  :    the  smallest  ova  hitherto 
allantois.  observed  in  the  uterus,  or  thrown  off  by 
Dr.   Allan  Thomson  has  described  and  abortion,  which,  in  the  present   state   of 
figured  three  early  ova,  in  the  Edinburgh  knowledge  in  regard  to  the  history  of  de- 
Medical  and  SurgicalJoumal  for  July  1839.  velopment,  can  be  allowed  to  be  normal  in 
They  were  all  covered  with  villi  of  the  cho-  their  formation,  or  as  even  departing  a  little 
rion.     One  measured  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  from  the  rule,  have  been  about  three  weeks 
diameter.    The  vesicula  umbilicalis  occupied  old.     Such   ova,  still  surrounded    by  the 
a  great  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  chorion,  decidua,  measure  about  seven  lines  in  length; 
The  embryo  was  a  line  in  length,  and  had  in  the  naked  chorion  they  are  about  five 
its  abdomen  closely  applied  to  the  surface  lines  long.    The  chorion  is  at  this  time  beset 
of  the  vesicle,  with  which  it  formed  a  com-  externally  with  small  cylindrical  hollow  villi, 
mon  cavity.     In  another  ovum,  supposed  to  which  either  do  not  penetrate  the  decidua 
be  only  fifteen  days  old,  the  embryo  and  ve-  at  all,  or  do  so  to  a  very  trifling  extent, 
sicula  umbilicalis  were  attached  to  the  cho-  The  embryo  itself  is  two  lines  long :  it  is 
rion  by  a  soft  reticular  tissue.    The  embryo  plainly  surrounded  by  an  amnion,  which  lies 
lay  almost  flat  upon  the  vesicle  ;  the  sides  loosely  but  still    pretty  closely  about  it, 
of  the  embryo  passing,  without  interruption,  and  obviously  proceeds  from  the  abdominal 
into  the  walls  of  the  vesicle.    The  amnion  lamins.    The  embryo  is  curved,  and  presents 
was  not  seen.     In  the  third  ovum  described  anterior   cerebral  vesicles   or    hemispheres 
by  Dr.  Thomson,  which  was  supposed  to  be  pretty  well  developed,  and  considerable  cor- 
about  six  weeks  old,  and  was  malformed,  pora  quadrigemina  behind  them ;   there  is 
the  embryo  was  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  the  distinct  appearance  of  an  eye,  and*  a 
length.    The  heart  hung  from  the  anterior  rounded  offset  from  the  medulla  oblongata 
Aspect  of  the  body  in  the  form  of  a  looped  indicates  the  acoustic  vesicle ;  several  bron- 
vcssel.    The  intestine  was  a  straight  canal,  chial  arches  and  fissures  are  also  conspicuous; 
the  mouth  being  pervious  and  the  anus  dosed,  the  last  of  them  however,  not  yet  completely 
At  the  middle  of  the  body  the  intestine  formed.   The  anterior  extremities  are  curved 
opened,  by  a  wide  orifice,  into  the  vesicula  leaf- like  processes  of  small  dimensions;  there 
umbilicalis,  which  was    contracted    at  its  is  a  cleft  in  the  abdomen  still  open,  from 
lower  part.     From  the  back  part  of  the  which  the  amnion  is  reflected.     In  this  cleft 
embryo,  a  pyriform  body  projected,  by  which  is  the  heart,  consisting  of  a  simple  auricle 
it  was  attached  to  the  chorion.     The  amnion  and  ventricle ;  behind  the  heart  is  the  liver, 
was  not  formed.    The  bronchial  apertures  and  under  the  liver  the  intestine  :  where  the 
were  visible.  large  and  small  intestine  meet,   the  canal 
Many  of  the  very  early  ova  described  by  makes  an  extensive  sweep  in  the  umbilical 
other  anatomists  have  likewise  been  mal-  vesicle,  which  is  now  nearly  equal  in  size  to 
formed  or  diseased,  and  it  cannot,  with  cer-  the  embryo.   The  embryo,  together  with  the 
tainty,  be  aflirmed  that  a  single  ovum,  in  a  amnion  and  umbilical  vesicle,  do  not  occupy 
state  of  perfect  health,  has  yet  been  examined  the  entire  cavity  of  the  chorion ;  there  still 
in  the  first  month  of  pregnancy.    No  posi-  remains  a  considerable  space  which  is  filled 
tive  inferences  can  therefore  he  drawn  from  with  a  delicate  filamentous  or  arachnoidal 
them  respecting  the  development  of  the  dif-  tissue ;  occasionally  also  with  an  albuminous 
ferent  parts  of  the  ovum  during  the  first  fluid.    (See  figure,  p.  275.) 
month  after  conception.  Respecting  the  mode  in  which  the  human 
Good  descriptions  and  repreaentetions  of  amnion  originates  and  is  developed,  nothing 
the  human  embryo,  observes  Wagner,  one  of  is  known  with  certainty  ;  the  views  which  are 
the  best  and  most  recent  writers  on  the  now  entertained  by  physiologists  on  the  sub- 
development  of  the  human  ovum,  within  the  ject  being  founded  almost  entirely  upon  what 
first  month  from  conception,  are  very  scarce,  is  oberved  in  the  ova  of  birds.    Dr.  Pochels 
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thinks  the  human  amnion  consists  at  first  of  But  simple  coexistence  or  succession  of 
a  lar^  vesicle,  which  is  unconnected  with  symptoms  does  not  satisfy  us  as  a  hasis  of 
the  embryo,  and  that  the  embryo  acquires  treatment ;  and  we  soon  find  a  disposition 
its  proper  amniotic  sac  by  sinking  into  this  rising  in  our  minds  to  contemplate  groups 
▼esicle, — an  opinion  which  is  contrary'  to  all    of  symptoms,  or  to  presume  a  connection 

the  obsenrations  made  on  the  ova  of  other  between   remote  symptoms  in  relation  to 

animals.     M.  Coste  thinks  the  amnion  is  some  more  philosophical  connecting  link ; 

^rst  formed  by  the  detachment  or  raising  and  this  link  we  find   either  in  referring 

up  of  the  outer  covering  or  epidermis  of  the  symptoms  to  some  coexisting  deviation  from 

embryo.     Dr.  Allan  Thomson  belieyes  that  normal  structure  or  functions,    or  in    an 

it  is  formed  by  the  union  of  the  cephalic  and  hypothesis  as  to  the  efficiency  of  some  pre- 

caudal  folds  of  the  serous  layer  of  the  ger-  sumed  antecedent  state, 
minal  membrane  in  the  mammalia,  nearly  the        To  the  first  of  these  two  principles  of 

same  way  as  in  birds.     In  the  ova  of  the  inquiry  we  are  certainly  indebted  for   the 

sheep,  rabbit,  and  cat,  he  has  examined  the  most  tangible  and  definite  results,  inasmuch 

amnion  in  its  open  state,  before  the  union  of  as  it  is  the  most  capable  of  being  submitted 

its  cephalic  and  caudal  folds.    There  are  two  to  the  test  of  observation.     In  this  way,  for 

opinons  at  least  respecting  the  origin  of  the  example,  pathologists  haice  made  good  and 

chorion.     Some  think  that  it  exists  within  established  the  order  phlegmasiK  ;   and  in 

the  ovary,  others  believe  that  the  vitellary  this  way  we  are  sometimes  enabled  to  trace 

membrane  constitutes  the  chorion.  Valentin  disease  as  affecting  still  the  same  tissue  in 

is  of  opinion  that  it  is  formed  during  the  different  organs. 

descent  of  the  ovum  through  the  tube,  as  the  In  dealing  with  the  second  prindple  of 
egg  of  the  fowl  acquires  the  albumen  and  inquiry  to  which  I  have  just  adverted,  namely^ 
shell  in  its  progress  through  the  oviduct,  the  framing  some  hypothesis  on  which  we 
Mr.  T.  W.  Jones,  from  observations  on  the  may  account  for  the  sequence  of  symptoms, 
rabbit,  has  proved  that  the  ovum  gets  covered  or  the  affection  of  the  organ  which  con- 
with  a  gelatinous  substance  which  consoli-  stitutes  the  disease,  medical  reasoners  have, 
dates  and  forms  the  chorion.  Dr.  M.  Barry  at  different  times,  shewn  every  possible 
has  followed  Mr.  Jones,  and  bis  opinions  diversity  in  respect  to  venturesome  or  mode- 
confirm  this  view.  rate  speculation.  The  theory  of  medicine,  as 
— — this  procedure  has  been  called,  at  one  time 

LUMLEIAN  LECTURES  ^**  ^'^^^  "**°  ^^  temperate  hands  of  a 

r»  J-      J    *  .t    o      ,  r>  n        ..  Al    .  .  Cullen  or  a  James  Currey ;  at  another  time. 

Delivered  at  the  Ri^al  Coflege  of  Phyvctam  jt  has  been  disgraced  by  a  Brown,  or  ren- 

tft  UmdoH,  18412.  jg^j  ^,^g  ^^  fanciful  by  a  Darwyn. 

By  T.  Mayo,  M.D.  F.R.S  I  have  now  to  call  your  attention  to  an 

Physician  to  the  Marylebone  Infirmary.  instance  of  its  somewhat  mischievous  inter- 

.  ference  in  the  doctrine  of  that  physician  to 

Lbcturb  II.  whose  valuable  work  I  called  your  attention 

O*  Nervmu  ^jH^ple^y.  »°  ^7^^  lecture  :  I  mean  Dr.  Kirkland. 

^  .  .      ^.  .  J      ,  ^  .  J..    .  In  my  hist  lecture,  while  giving  my  tri- 

Opmton  that  nenoH,  Ap^^y  con^t.,dicates  ^^^  of  praise  to  his  valuable  s^enta 

capun.,  depettm,  conndsred.  Q««f  im,,  rche^  .^  favour  of  a  soothing  rather  than  dSpletory 

ther  apnpUjy  Jrom    eompressmi    da»  ,wt  treatment  in  that  apoplexy  which  he  calU 

rather  emtratvateate  tt.     Caaet,     Defective  ^^,^ ^    . t.  u  rjf  j  j  u  « 

]i.mA#A^«.«>j>t^^/^#<.AV«#«n;»;m.   rrit^u^  ucrvous,  Bs  Hot  bcing  prcccdcd  by  vasculsT 

hypathttnwhehtedtojirairpimm.  Cntertarf  ^^.^^  ^^  sanguineous  effusion,  I  adverted  to 

teverenervotuApopleita,orApoplexragravior,  ,.     ^.«.^^j.  ®    ^.i.,*   „.i     *^   <tv  i     • 

eanvdered^mmtr^h^insZion.  Liking  ^Z.^}^^tj^if^\^^  ^  ?tT^^ 

«».^.'m  «.  ^.n.«.i  #-  Jls^utn^   ^.m..^..^^  gHivior ;  admitting  the  general  truth  of  his 

f-      w'  "W'^'^^^'-P^'T!'' "rr«P^w'5  Assumption  that  tiiis  may  be  considered  a 

.nhJectcoLdeJinrelation7omo:ai,iHtei.  f.*7??  "P^P^fl*     I  yentoTd  to   8Ugg«rt 

Uiiual,  and  phyUral  excitants,  ^*^"  ^^  °$  ^^  »?^J«^''  "^  earned  out  in 

'  practice,  would  go  far  to  account  for  the 

Tub  views  which  are  to  guide  us  in  the  his-  incurableness   attributed    to  that   form  of 

tory  and  treatment  of  disease  may  be  formed  attack  by  Hippocrates,  and  others  subsequent 

in  relation  to  various  aspects  of  it.     The  to  him  ;  for  it  would 'deprive  us  of  our  most 

first  and  most  obvious  one  is  that  which  efficient  remedy. 

brings  together  groups  of  coexisting  or  sue-        The  patient  whose  case    I  shall  place 

oesave  symptoms,  proceeding  in  a  certain  before  you  in  illustration  of  this  topic,  had 

order,   and  occupying  a  definite  space  of  been  living  in  the  workhouse  of  St.  Maryle- 

time.     In  this  way  it  is  easy  to  contemplate  bone^fore  his  attack  occurred.     He  was  a 

fevers ;  though  they  have  been  often  viewed  man  of  strong  constitution  and  frame,  who» 

in  one  of  the  other  aspects  which  we  shall  it  is  probable,  from  his  former  occupation  as 

presently  advert  to.  a  horse-keeper,  had  lived  freely,  but  for 


DR.  MAYa'S  LUMLEIAN  LECTURES.  279 

tome  time  must  baye  been  limited  in  hif  diet,  in  tbe  same  point  of  view  with  that  which  I 

Having  gone  to  bed  in  hia  usual  health,  be  have  juat  recorded. 

was  hea^  in  the  night  to  make  some  sounds  A  strong,  middle-aged  man,  went  to  bed 

in  his  throat,  which  led  to  his  being  noticed  one  night  in  his  usual  healUi.     His  wife ' 

by  the  other  occupants  of  the  ward.     Mr.  was  awoke  by   his  throwing  out  his  arm 

AUen,    the  assistant  resident  practitioner,  suddenly  and  violently.      She  found  him 

was  sent  for ;   and  I  am  fovoured  by  that  insensible,  breathing  stertorously.     A  me- 

gentleman  with  the  following  aceount  of  the  dical  gentleman  being  sent  for,  found  him  in 

state  in  which  he  found  the  patient,  and  the  this  state.      Mr.  Betts,  the  cupper,  who 

practice  which  he  adopted  : —  naiTated  to  me  this  case,  was  requested  to 

**  1  was  sent  for  tO  Joseph  Tyler,  est.  62,  cup  him  at  the  nape  of  the  neck.  The  pulse 
in  the  workhouse,  on  the  night  of  the  11th  was  not  deficient  in  force.  Fifty-three 
of  November,  1841.  I  found  him  quite  ounces  of  blood  were  removed,  and  the 
insensible ;  pupils  much  contracted ;  pulse  patient  at  once  recovered  entirely, 
about  60,  and  very  low ;  the^eztremities  Now  these  cases,  in  the  opinion  of  corn- 
cold  :  the  right  side  of  the  body  was  affected  petent  observers,  feli  under  tdie  head  of  apo- 
by  convulsive  movements,  which  recurred  at  plexia  gravior.  The  principle  laid  down  by 
intervals  of  three  br  four  minutes,  and  lasted  Dr.  Kirkland,  against  which  their  treatment 
about  the  same  length  of  time :  the  left  and  event  militate,  refers  to  a  theory  of  eau- 
side  was  unaffected.  I  could  not  easily  sation.  He  presumes  that  the  sudden  and 
ascertain  how  long  he  had  been  in  that  violent  shock,  understood  as  apoplezia  gra- 
state.  For  the  last  two  or  three  days  he  vior,  is  one  by  which  the  vital  principle  is 
had  been  complaining  slightly  to  those  around  injured ;  andhe  therefore,  under  thatxnfluence 
him  of  a  pain  in  Us  head.  I  gave  direc-  of  theory  to  which  I  have  adverted,  would 
tions  for  his  removal  to  the  infirmary.  When  place  them,  in  respect  to  treatment,  in  an 
he  arrived  there,  he  was  in  a  state  of  partial  opposite  category  to  that  class  of  cases 
collapse :  the  face  and  extremities  of  a  pal-  which  he  well  describes  as  bearing  evidence 
lid  blue  colour ;  the  pupils  still  contracted  of  antecedent  vascular  action  and  effusion, 
and  insensible  to  light ;  tbe  pulse  was  slow  Now  there  is  much  value  in  the  hypothesis 
and  feeble,  and  the  convulsions  recurred  which  rescues  nervous  apoplexy  and  para- 
with  much  force.  As  he  appeared  a  strong  lysis  generally  from  depletion  ;  and,  there- 
muscular  man,  a  vein  was  opened.  The  fore,  lest  it  should  be  damaged  by  indiscreet 
pulse  improving  under  this  measure,  the  generalization,  it  is  the  more  expedient  to 
bleeding  was  continued,  until  he  had  lost  point  out,  that,  to  the  apoplexia  gravior,  its  se- 
about  fifty  ounces ;  a  considerable  quantity  verer  form,  that  h3rpothe8is  doM  not  extend ; 
being  also  spilt  on  the  floor,  in  consequence  nay,  that  this  form  may  tolerate,  and  even 
of  the  convulsive  movements,  on  which  the  require,  a  much  higher  degree  of  depletion, 
loss  of  blood  seemed  to  take  no  effect.  As  even  than  cases  of  presumed  extravasation, 
soon  as  the  pulse  b^an  to  give  way,  tbe  We  will  assume  that  there  is  some  ante-* 
vein  was  dosed.  Hie  symptoms  continued,  cedent  probability  in  the  hypothesis  of  Dr. 
however,  in  every  respect  the  same,  except  Kirkland,  as  to  the  ''destruction  of  vital 
that  the  natural  heat  of  the  body  had  been  power''  in  apoplexia  gravior ;  but  there  is 
in  some  measure  restored.  Recourse  was  another  conceivable  hypothesis,  far  more  in 
then  had  to  cupping  on  the  temples.  When  unison  with  the  above  and  many  similar 
he  had  lost  alnrat  six  ounces,  the  convul-  cases,  namely,  that  vital  power  is  under  a 
■ions  suddenly  ceased,  and  the  pupils  began  temporary  interruption  ;  that,  as  fiu*  as  the 
to  dilate  and  contract  irregularly.  In  a  circulation  is  concerned,  a  spasm  has  occurred 
short  time  he  started  up  in  bed,  endea-  arresting  its  course  in  the  brain.  Mean- 
▼oured  to  mutter  something,  and  looked  while,  tiie  heart  continuing  to  perform  its 
about  him  in  a  bewildered  way.  The  cup-  functions,  this  supposition  would  imply  a 
ping  was  continued  until  he  had  lost  twenty  subsequent  danger  of  congestion  ad  tergo, 
ounces ;  he  was  then  sensible,  but  could  not  and  a  liability  to  rupture ;  so  that  the  case, 
give  a  collected  answer."  though  no  arterial  action  or  sanguineous 

Hiese  symptoms  did  not  recur.  The  pa-  extravasation  should  precede  or  accompany 
tient  was  brought  under  the  influence  of  it,  may  require  the  same  treatment  in  kind 
mercury  by  my  fnend  Dr.  Harrison,  whose  as  such  phenomena  would  have  indicated, 
patient  he  was,  and  by  whose  permission  I  and  not  that  soothing  or  strengthening  treat- 
give  this  case  :  and  in  the  space  of  a  month  ment  which  the  unqualified  supposition  of  a 
he  had  entirely  recovered.  debilitating  agent  would  imply.    This  im- 

Hie  late  Dr.  Warren  mentioned  to  me  a  portant  difference,  however,  requires  notice, 

caae  of  sudden  and  violent  apoplexy  attended  that,  in  the  former  case,  that  of  nervous  irri- 

by  himself,  in  which,  after  enormous  vene-  tation,  we  have  to  prevent ;  in  the  latter, 

section,  the  patient  recovered  at  once  and  that  of  vascular  action  and  presumed  effu- 

eotirely.     But  I  am  not  sufficiently  in  pos-  sion,    to    obviate  also ;    and  possibly,   in 

^eanon  of  that  case  to  place  it  confidoitiy  the  former  case,  we  may  take,  with  impu* 
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sity,  a  larger  quantity  of  blood  than  would  after  a  MX  dinner,  and  the  gradual  aooesskm 

be  justifiable,  under  apoplexy  of  the  latter  and  increase  of  the  cerebral  tymptoma,  had 

kind,  in  which  rupture  may  be  presumed  or  much  more  the  character  of  yascular  mp- 

feared  to  h|iTe  already  taken  place ;  and  in  ture,  with  subsequent  infiltration  of  blood, 

which  only    so    much    depletion    will  be  than  of  a  nervous  shock.      Sauyages  and 

warranted  as  may  check  the  infiltration  of  Portal  consider  the  '  crapulous  apoplexy*  to 

blood,  and  not,   by    its  abstraction  from  imply  sanguineous  effusion.  A  large  quantity 

another  channel,  exhaust  the    patient,   to  of  blood,  it  will  be  observed,  waa  taken 

whose  capacity  for  outliving  the  absorption  away  in  the  treatment  of  this  case.  Nothing 

of  the  effused  clot  we  must  mainly  look  for  resulted,  as  in  Dr.  Harrison's  case  abore 

his  chance  of  recovery.  -  quoted,  either  tempting  a  further  extension  of 

The  practical  question  lost  sight  of  by  the  remedy,  or  giving  us  the  smallest  reason 

those  who  would  deprecate  depletion  in  apo-  to  conclude  that  benefit  bad  been  derived 

plexia  gravior,  is  not  merely  what  state  of  from  it.     Simple  debility  appeared  to  result, 
the  circulating  system  may  have  preceded  the        I  have   offered  the    above  remarks,  as 

shock,  but  what  may  be  produced  by  it,  or  limiting  the  too  general  propoation  main- 

be  likely  to  follow  it.  tained   by  Dr.   Kirkland,  and  commented 

I  may  observe,  that  Dr.  Kirkland  himself,  upon  in  my  last  lecture,  that  nervous  apo- 

wbile  he  considers  a  sedative  treatment  desir  plexy  occurring  suddenly,  and  not  preceded 

able  in  such  cases  viewed  as  nervous  affec-  by   evidence    of  vascular  congestion,    de« 

tions,  and  wishes  thi|t  opium  should  be  tried,  mands  a  treatment  opposite  to  the  depie- 

speaks  most  despondently  of  its  probable  re-  tory.  But  what  criteria  can  be  proposed  by 

suits.     He  does  not  appear  to  have  put  it  to  which  the  apoplectic  stroke  of  arrested  dr- 

any  proof  himself.  culation  may  be  distinguished  from  the  apo- 

The  following  case  was  probably  one  plexy  of  compression  ?  On  this  point  I 
of  sanguineous  compression  from  effused  will  not  at  present  offer  more  than  the  follow- 
blood,  though  unfortunately  this  was  not  ing  observation.  When  the  extravasatioD  is 
substantiated  post-mortem.  A  large,''  full,  at  once  so  large  as  instantly  to  suspend  the 
healthy  lady,  aged  56,  who  had  hdlitually  functions  of  the  organ,  there  is  probably  no 
endeavoured  to  .obviate  plethora,  and  head  criterion.  Neither,  in  a  practical  point  of 
symptoms  resulting  from  it,  by  large  view,  is  any  wanted.  For  such  a  case  of  com- 
aperient  doses,  but  never  undergone  vene-  pression  must  be  fatal :  at  least,  I  may  ex- 
section,  was  leaving  her  dining-room  after  press  a  belief,  that  in  such  a  case,  unless  the 
her  usual  hevr.y  dinner,  when,  having  asthenfc  state  of  the  patient  manifestly  fbr- 
stooped  to  remove  some  du-^^t  from  her  bids,  the  taking  our  chauce  for  the  case  being 
dress,  on  resuming  the  erect  position  one  of  nervous  apoplexy  in  its  gravest  form  is 
she  complained  of  vertigo,  and  walked  un-  not  unreasonable ;  in  other  words,  according 
steadily  through  a  gallery  which  led  into  the  to  the  above  views,  the  depleting  copiously, 
saloon.  Soon  excessive  sickness  came  on,  There  is  a  large  class  of  analogous  cases, 
with  some  thickness  of  speech,  and  in  a  short  in  which  this  practice  is  actually  carried  out 
time  gradually  indistinctness  of  thought,  and  on  a  very  large  scale,  by  the  most  judiciona 
disposition  to  coma.  Mr.  Kelson,  of  Seven-  practitioners.  I  allude  to  the  practice  under 
oaks,  having  been  dining  with  this  lady,  waa  insolation.  1  cannot  bring  this  before  yon 
on  the  spot,  and  instantly  blooded  her  to  either  more  clearly  or  more  |)ertinently  than 
about  twenty  ounces.  I  was  sent  for,  and  in '  the  description  given  of  it,  by  the  late 
saw  her  in  about  three  hours.  Sixteen  more  Dr.  Dick,  in  Duncan's  Medical  Commen- 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  a  turpentine  taries.  Speaking  of  disorders  witnessed  by 
enema  thrown  up,  and  successive  doses  of  htm' in  the  Camatic,  '*  there  is  a  spedes  of 
calomel  given.  The  pulse,  which  was  op-  apoplexy,"  he  observes,  '*  which  seixes  the 
pressed,  became  softer ;  in  the  course  of  the  men,  when  fatigued  by  marching  in  the  heat  of 
next  morning,  the  night  having  been  passed  the  sun,  and  proves  most  fatal  to  the  Euro- 
in  profound  coma,  it  rose,  and  the  coma  peans.  They  complain,  first,  of  a  great 
somewhat  diminished.  She  was  then  again  headache,  thirst,  and  some  difficulty  of 
freely  blooded  till  this  action  subsided, —  breathing;  in  a  few  minutes  a  vertigo  and 
and  with  it  the  slight  Improvement  in  re-  bilious  vomiting  comes  on ;  they  drop  down 
spect  to  coma.  On  this  occasion  I  was  not  breathless,  turn  comatose,  and  unless  imue- 
present.  But  in  the  evenuig  of  that  day  I  diate  assistance  be  given,  the  face  twella  and 
met  Dr.  Warren  and  Dr.  Paris  in  consulta-  turns  almost  black ;  the  pube,  which  waa  at 
tion  ;  and  further  depletion  was  resolved  on.  first  full  and  quick,  smks,  and  after  some 
The  coma  still  ex isted,  wi  th  stertorous  breath-  hard  struggles  they  expire.  Removing  them 
iug,  and  blowing  and  puffing,  with  expanded  under  the  shade  of  a  tree,  bleeding  them 
cheeks.  She  was  again  blooded.  The  pulse  freely  in  time,  and  giving  them  some  water, 
instantly  sunk;  and  she  died  in  a  few  generally  relieves  them.  Now  this  attack 
minutes.  The  act  from  which  this  attack  oomes  on  under  dnmmstanoea  by  no  meanB 
took  ita  commaaoement^  that  of  atooping  warranting  an  kypothesia  of  prior  VMCUlar 
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actiony  such  as  favoun  extnvasation.    The  plaoea  the  case  iu  a  state  much  nearer  to  the 

patient  is  fatigued  with  marching ;   he  is  apoplexy  form  of  compression  than  to  any 

streaming  with  perspiration ;  on  the  other  ner\'ous  form  of  the  disease.    The  excitants 

band,  *  no  theory  of  extinguished  or  dimi-  applied  to  the  cerebral  system  are  less  iu- 

nished  vital  principle'  is  allowed  to  prevent  tense  than  in  the  cases  last  supposed.    They 

the  full  application  of  the  lancet ;  and  it  is  operate  by  repetition.  The  case  indeed  rarely 

successful."  comes  before  the  physician  until  it  has  ar- 

That  hypothesis,  therefore,  which  prohibits  rived  at  a  state  of  congestion,  indicated  by  a 
or  restricts  depletory  treatment,  in  nervous  sense  of  gradually  increasing  fulness,  weight 
apoplexy,  must  be  confined  in  its  operation  to  in  the  head,  inability  to  collect  the  thoughts, 
those  forms  of  it  in  which  the  apoplectic  failure  of  memory,  and  lethargic  tendency. 
strake  is  of  a  milder  character ;  and  I  shall  These  phenomena  place  it  out  of  the  category 
now  return  to  that  subject,  already  iUustrated  of  nervous  aflections,  according  to  our  hypo- 
by  some  cases  in  my  first  lecture.  thesis.     There  is  no  shock  of  a  milder  kind 

It    may   probably  be    assumed    of   all  occurring  antecedently  to  the  vascular  ful- 

tbese  attacks  of  nervous  apoplexy,  that  if  ness,  and  removable  by  a  mere  antispasmo- 

they  are  allowed  to  run  their  course,  that  is,  die  treatment,  agreeably  to  the  views  pro- 

if  neither  the  resources  of  art  nor  some  ana-  pounded  in  my  first  lecture ;  nor  is  there  one 

logons  relief  supplied  by  nature  intervene,  of  the  more  vehement  kind  authorising  in 

they  tend  to  the  same  termination,  namely  appropriate  subjects  large  depletion.    The 

efltision  of  some  kind.     But  their  chance  case  must  be  treated  on  the  principles  ap- 

of  arriving  at  this  termination  will  be  widely  pHcable  generally  to  compression, 

different  according  to  the    precision  with  Viewed,  however,  as  requiring  generally  the 

which  we  estimate  the  point  from   which  same  treatment  with  apoplexy  from  compres- 

the  disorder  originates.     Now  this  point,  or,  sion,  a  treatment  of  which  depletion  must 

in  other  words,  the  causes  of  that  apoplexy  form  a  part,  there  are  reasons  why  the  apo- 

whicb  we  are  considering,  will  best  be  viewed  plexy  threatened  by  severe  intellectual  labours 

under  a  threefold  division.     That  is,  it  may  should  be  treated  less  "  heroically"  than  other 

be  contemplated  in  relation  to  moral,  or  to  forms  of  such  apoplexy.  In  the  cases  of  that 

intellectual,  or  to  physical  antecedents.  kind  which  1  have  witnessed  or  known  of, 

When  a  man  in   his  ordinary  state  of  there  has  existed  a  depressed  state  of  nervous 

health,  receiving  a  letter,  and  reading  it,  be-  energy,  which  under  active  depletion  is  very 

comes  flushed,  presently  is  giddy,  perhaps  apt  to  convert  the  threatened  apoplexy  into 

vomits,  and  soon  falls  down  insensible,  or  either  mania  or  demence,  according  as  the 

when  the  fall  into  temporary  insensibility  temperament  of  the  patient  is  sanguine  or  ner- 

under  these  circumstances  is  instantaneous,  vous.     Such  was  the  threat  held  out  by  the 

who  can  perceive  in  this  phenomenon  or  series  leading  symptoms  of  a  young  man,  who  had 

of  phenomena  any  other  than  a  moral  in-  just  past  his  final  examination  as  a  cadet,  at 

flueoce  directly  exercised  upon  that  ])art,  Woolwich  last  year,  and  came  under  medical 

which  is  manifestly  its  bodily  organ  ?  What  attendance,  owing  to  its  effects,  the  next  day. 

rght  have  we  to  make  it  an  element  of  our  His  severe  mental  aflSiction  had  continued  for 

hypothesis,  in  explaining  this  case,  that  the  many  months.     For  some  days  he  seems  to 

communication  is  effected  through  the  drcu-  have  been  in  an  unsteady  state  of  mind ;  and 

lating  system  ?  Yet  is  the  circulating  system  he  described  his  recollections  of  what  had 

eventually  affected  in  this  case.     For  if  the  taken  place  as  confused,  though  he  had  been 

patient  is  not  soon  relieved,  the  spasm  which  successful.     His  fece  was  flushed  and  dis- 

has  then  taken  place  may  terminate  in  san-  tended ;   his  head  uneasy,  not  heavy  ;   his 

guineous  effusion,  and  thus  lead  to  the  same  tongue    moist,    thickly  coated,  white,    its 

conclusion  with  the  most  nnequb-ocal  cases  edges  very  red  ;   his  skin  hot ;  his  manner 

of  originating  vascular  action.  In  such  a  case  puzzled,  and  not  natural;    his   epigastric 

as  this,  moderate  venesection,  or  cupping,  is  region  was  tender  and  painful ;  his  abdomen 

often  required ;  unless  the  more  unsangmne  soft.     Some  leeches  were  applied  to  the  epi- 

temperament  of  the  patient  aQow  the  reso-  gastrium,  and  a  dose  of  five  grains  of  calomel 

lution  to  take  place  without  any  removal  of  given,  which  was  followed  by  an  aperient 

the  via  a  terfo,  but  through  the  medium  of  draught,  the  operation  of  which  indicated 

antispasmodics.     These  cases,  which  I  am  neither  accumulation  nor  disordered  biliary 

drawing  from  nature,  are  distinguished  from  secretion.     In  the  evening  I  was  sent  for  in 

the  apoplexia  gravior    by  the    contractile  haste ;  the  bewilderment  of  his  mind  was 

state  of  the  pupil,  the  absence  of  stertorous  then  apparently  increasing.      It  was    not 

breathing,  and  the  presence  generally  of  some  delirium;  no  extravagancy  or  incoherency, 

indications  of  the  hysterical  temperament.  but  conf^on  and  enfeeblement ;  his  tongue 

But  if  we  &>Uow  a  process  of  intellectual  had  become  dry  and  very  white.     I  took  no 

exertion  en  to  its  occasional  termination  in  depletory  measures.     Quiet,  mild  mercurials 

apoplexy,  here  the  leyience  of  phenomena  and  aperients,  obviated  whatever  risk  there 
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may  have  been  of  miachief  from  congestion,  decoction,  allowing  a  moderate  use  of  wine, 

and  did  not  incur  that  of  demenoe.     In  which,  in  former  periods  of  his  life,  he  had 

about  three  weeks  he  recoTered.  taken  freely  but  not  exceasiyely.    On  this 

The  temperament  of  this  gentleman  was  plan  his  symptoms  were  mitigated.     But 

rather    sanguine ;    his  make  athletic    and  about  three  months  afterwards,  I  was  sent 

vigorous.  for  to  see  him  under  different  drcnmstancea. 

With  these  brief  remarks  on  the  tendency  He  had  come  up  to  London  in  his  usual 

to  nervous  apoplexy  arising  from  moral  and  health,  eaten  a  moderate  dinner,  and  gone 

intellectual  causes,  it  is  my  present  purpose  to  bed  feeling  comfortable ;   his  mind  dear 

to  dismiss  these  topics.  and  correct.     In  the  night,  sounds  indicating 

With  regard  to  the  physical  causes  of  dyspnoea  attracted  attention  to  his  room, 
nervous  apoplexy,  viewed  specially  in  rela*  and  he  was  found  breathing  stertoronsly  in 
tion  to  the  question  of  depletory  or  antispas-  profound  coma.  In  about  two  hours  I  saw 
modic  practice,  whatever  distinctions  are  him.  His  pulse  and  the  action  of  his  heart 
here  made,  a  large  space  must  be  left  for  then,  as  before,  told  little.  The  coma  was 
those  cases  in  which  none  can  be  confidently  still  complete,  the  pupils  dilated,  and  Uttle 
laid  down.  In  many  of  these  cases  we  shaU  sensible  to  light ;  his  skin  generally  warm, 
find  exhaustion  from  causes  which  have  re*  I  had  about  eight  ounces  of  blood  taken  by 
duced  nervous  energy.  Such  appeared  to  cupping,  by  which  depletion  his  pulse  sunk 
be  the  case  in  the  apoplexies  immediately  sufficiently  to  forbid  its  being  carried  further, 
preceding  accouchement,  mentioned  in  my  Eight  grains  of  calomel  were  laid  upon  his 
first  lecture  as  sucoessfoliy  treated  by  lauda-  tongue,  and  sinapisms  applied  to  his  legs, 
num.  The  patient  has,  perhaps,  led  an  A.  lavement  also  thrown  up.  No  rally  or 
intemperate  life  ;  he  has  indulged  in  sensual  improvement  resulted.  This  was  at  4  a.  m.  ; 
habits  ;  he  has,  perhaps,  betm  shaken  by  he  died  at  half-past  7. 
medidnal  treatment.  In  some  cases  the  In  this  case,  I  desisted  from  depletion  at 
nervous  structure  of  the  brain  may  be  pri-  about  the  same  point,  as  indicated  by  the 
marily  affected  by  the  circulation,  not  as  pulse,  at  which  it  was  suspended  in  Dr. 
excessive  in  general  quantity  or  local  con-  Harrison  and  Mr.  AllenV  case.  But  I  had 
gestion,  but  as  containing  ingredients  to  no  encouragement  to  resume  it;  and  the 
which  it  has  no  right,  or  losing  those  which  cause  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  the  state  of 
normally  belong  to  it.  This  influence  would  constitution  apparently  produced  by  it,  con- 
be  analogous  to  asphyxia.  tra-indicated  the  further  prosecution  of  this 

As  I  am  here  suggesting  limitations  to  measure, 

depletion,  I  will  notice  a  case,  which  might  No  autopsy  was  permitted, 

otherwise  have  better  come  before  us  when  The  phenomena  of   the  following    case 

the  more  vehement  form  of  nervous  apoplexy  belong  more  properly  to  my  present  subject, 

was  under  discussion.    And  as  I  then  gave  for  though  somewhat  suddenly  fieital  it  had 

an  example  of  large  depletion  successfully  not  the  strongly  pronounced  symptoms  of 

carried  out  in  a  person  of  intemperate  habits,  apoplexia  gravior,  and  yet  was  apparently 

but  vigorous  and  unexhausted  constitution,  of  nervous  origin.    The  subject  of  it  was, 

this  example  will  tell  us  how  little  can  be  up  to  his  eighteenth  year,  a  healthy  weli- 

bome  under  opposite  circumstances,  in  the  grown  young  man,  of  a  muscular  frame, 

same  apparent  affection.    Mr.  P.  a  gentle-  strong  and  active ;  until,  indeed,  he  bqpm  to 

managed  63,  of  a  strong/rame  and  originally  work  at  college  with  a  view  to  a  degree, 

a  good  constitution,  had  filled  a  high  legal  having  previously  been  hr  from  laborious, 

office  in  India.     Six  years  before  he  con-  but  always  of  temperate  habits.    Then  the 

suited  me,  he  had  undergone  an  attack  of  peculiarities  of  his  constitution  developed 

fever,  in  the  course  of  which  he  was  salivated,  themselves:     a   difficulty  in    giving   oon- 

and  continued  in  this  state  for  a  considerable  tinuous  application,  not  from  inability  to  fix 

time,  with  a  gradual  accession,  under  it,  of  his  attention,  but  from  intense  exhaustion 

nervous  trembling,  numbness  of  limbs,  and  and  a  sense  of  fetigue  produced.     He  strug- 

occasional  fiulure  of  thought  and  memory,  gled  against  this ;   grew  thin,  and,  without 

and  temporary  conftision  of  mind.     Under  any  definite  illness,  faded.    A  year  before 

excitement  there  occurred  a  degree  of  irrita-  the  examination  for  his  degree  of  B.  A.,  I 

bility  in  the  blsdder  almost  amounting  to  was  consulted,  and  then  learned  and  observed 

incontinence  of  urine,  which  was  limpid  and  the  above  facts ;   and  was  much  struck  by 

dear.    His  tongue  was  red  and  dryish,  his  the  marked  apprdiension  of  mischief  from 

appearance  pallid  and  unhealthy.    Tlie  pulse  his  symptoms,  in  a  bold,  firm,  and  sen- 

and  action  of  heart  normal ;  and  there  had  sible  young  man.     His  pulse  was  small ; 

never  been  oedema  or  asdtes.     I  regulated  the  action  of  his  heart  normal.    I  gave  him 

this  gentleman's  digestive  organs  by  mild  advice  tending  to  prevent  his  fixing  his  at- 

aperients,  and  gave  him  tincture  of  vderian  tention    too    strongly  on  his  discomforts, 

in  camphor  mixture  and  compound  doetic  which  I  then  presumed  to  be  exsggented, 
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and  I  prescribed  tonics,  mild  aperients,  and  state  he  did  not  rally,  and  he  was  dead  in 

mercurials.     His  health  improved  in  the  about  three  hours. 

above  respects.  In  the  autumn  of  1840,  I  It  is  to  be  regretted,  In  the  above  two 
was  sent  for  hastily  into  Berkshire  to  see  cases,  that  we  have  not  piost-mortem  appear- 
him,  where  I  found  him  under  the  following  ances.  But  in  the  present  state  of  our 
circumstances: — He  had  visited  a  friend  pathology  of  the  brain,  the  therapeutical 
sixty  miles  distant,  and  there,  with  moderate  question,  in  such  cases,  is  not  very  closely 
relative  exertion,  and  with  trifling  deviations  connected  with  this  inquiry.  Neither  tu- 
from  a  strict  diet,  had  produced  flatulent  bercle,  nor  meningitis,  nor  cerebral  abscess, 
indigestion.  Extreme  exhaustion  had  sud-  are  pointed  to  by  the  symptoms.  The 
denly  come  on,  for  which  he  had  been  presence  of  some  serous  effusion  is  highly 
treated  reasonably  by  the  practitioner  of  the  probable.  But  the  nature  of  this  phenome- 
place ;  and  before  he  hsd  quite  recovered  non,  as  well  as  our  uncertainty,  in  such 
from  this  he  had  travelled  home,  by  the  high  cases,  how  long  it  may  have  existed  before 
road,  finding  himself  still  exhausted,  he  had,  death,  would  make  it  difficult  to  obtain  a 
on  the  night  of  his  arrival,  taken  twenty-five  practical  conclusion  from  this  fact,  if  disco- 
drops  of  laudanum.  This  increased  hb  vered  on  dissection.  The  same  remark 
feeling  of  exhaustion.  Palpitation  of  heart,  a  applies  to  ramollissement.  Under  each 
semidelirious  state,  and  an  intense  fed  of  of  these  suppositions  the  prolongation  of 
sinking,  ensoed.  In  the  evening  of  the  next  life  may  be  a  point  of  immense  importance ; 
day  I  saw  him  in  Berkshire.  He  had  by  and  under  eadi,  this  object  will,  in  the  pre- 
that  time  recovered  out  of  the  above  ezacer-  sent  state  of  our  knowledge,  be  better  gained 
bation,  and  his  only  complaints  then  were  a  at  the  bed-side  than  in  the  dead-house, 
sense  of  soreness  and  stiflhess  in  the  head,  In  the  commencement  of  this  lecture  I 
of  fluttering  in  the  cardiac  region,  and  pain  adverted  to  the  latter  source  of  knowledge, 
at  the  epigastrium.  His  pulse  109,  and  as  that  which  has  given  to  practice  its 
small  bat  regular.  I  found  at  the  heart  highest  value  and  best  effects ;  but  its  dis- 
neither  bruit,  nor  undue  impulse,  nor  feeble-  coveries  must  not  be  anticipated  or  assumed, 
ness.  A  steady  apprehension  of  death  was  The  researches  of  many  eminent  men  have 
marked  in  his  own  impressions  respecting  given  to  the  treatment  of  thoracic  and  ab- 
this  attack.  Out  of  this  attack,  however,  he  dominal  disease  a  basis  in  morbid  anatomy, 
soon  emerged  into  his  usual  health.  The  That  epoch  has  not  been  arrived  at  generally 
remedy  which  relieved  him  most  (mild  mer-  in  cerebral  disease.  Our  scientific  researches 
curials,  and  'aperients  being  premised)  was  should  continue  to  be  aimed  at  this  great 
the  ammoniated  tincture  of  iron.  During  object.  But  in  the  interim  we  must  be  oon- 
the  next  summer,  a  residence  in  the  Isle  of  tented  to  act,  in  a  greet  degree,  from  more 
Wight,  by  my  direction,  with  plentiful  affu-  empirical  resources. 

sion  of  salt  water,  not  the  shower-bath,  re-        With  respect,  then,  to  the  treatment  of 

markably  strengthened  and  improved  him.  the  above  case,  the  use  of  steel,  preceded  by 

He  took  his  examination  at  the  university  mercurials  and  aperients,  sea  air,  and  aSu- 

after  this,  and  thereby  was  relieved  of  a  part  sion  of  cold  sea  water,  appeared  the  most 

of  his  mental  diffioilties.     He  continued,  likely  agents  towards  the  prolongation  of 

indeed,  in  an  improved    state  of   health,  feeble  life. 

though  one  not  differing  in  kind,  till  about  A  question  here  may  be  allowed  to  suggest* 
eight  months  ago,  when  he  received  a  shock  itself,  why  apoplexy  should  so  often  com- 
whichlargdy  reproduced  nervous  sensations,  mence  in  sleep,  when  no  stimulus  is  being 
in  the  death  of  a  friend,  and  from  that  time  applied.  The  fact  seems  explainable  on  the 
to  his  own  death  it  was  observed  that  his  same  grounds  as  the  aggravation  of  dyspnoea 
wanness  and  pallor  had  increased.  I  believe  under  that  sUte  occasioning  often  a  ftightful 
be  took  for  this  the  tinctura  ferri  ammo-  waking  up  out  of  it,  with  embarrassment  of 
niate,  without  the  precaution  of  previous  the  respiratory  organs.  Voluntary  power  is 
mercurials  and  aperients.  It  was  observed  exerted,  while  we  are  awake,  in  obviating 
that  he  spoke  very  slowly,  and  that  his  the  derangement  of  these  latter  fiwctions. 
thoughts,  and  apprehensions  of  the  thoughts  Attitude  is  changed,  expectoration  is  effected ; 
of  others,  were  becoming  more  unready  than  we  breathe  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent 
before.  He  went  down  on  a  visit  into  Lin-  most  suited  to  the  condition  and  quantity  of 
colnshire,  and  there  he  felt  a  return  of  in-  long  in  use.  Just  so  the  stete  of  asson- 
creased  exhaustion.  One  evening,  com-  pissement,  towards  which  my  last-mentioned 
plaining  of  this,  he  went  to  bed  early ;  and  patient  was  constantly  tending,  or  frequently 
not  appearing  at  breakfast  the  next  morning  on  the  verge  of  it,  had  probably  been  a 
he  was  sought  for,  and  found  in  a  comatose  thousand  times  arrested  by  an  act  of  thought ; 
and  stertorous  state,  which  had  then  not  by  the  performance,  perhaps,  of  some  cere- 
long  existed,  for  we  found  he  had  been  seen  bral  function  rousing  him  before  he  had  ad- 
awake  shortly  before.    Out  of  this  comatose  vanced  into  coma. 
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The  following  case  may  be  admitted  here,    medicinal  treatment  adopted  by  me  through- 
as  alTording  a  specimen  of  treatment,  pre-    out  a  continuance  of  symptoms,  which,  be- 
yentive  it  would  appear,  of  nervous  apoplexy    ginning  in  dulness  and  heaviness,  ended  in 
or  palsy,  under  a  strong  threatening  of  such    Sie  most  profound  stupor,  unattended,  how- 
states,  occasioned  by  debilitating  habits,  in-    ever,  and  unpreceded,  by  any  indications  of 
dulged  in  during  the  youth  of  the  patient,    pain,  heat  of  head,  or  convulsions.    I  waa 
and  admitted  by  him  to  me.  mipressed  with  a  belief  that  these  symptonU 
This  gentleman,  aged  37  yean,  was  of  the    depended  upon  indigestion  and   imperfect 
bilious  temperament.     He  was  short,  well    nutrition,  probably  resultixig  from  the  ahock 
made,  and  had  a  compact  sinewy  figure,    which  ill-timed  remedies  had  inflicted  at  the 
His  eye  was  heavy ;  his  countenance  anxious    commencement  of  the  indisposition ;  and  I 
and  uneasy;   his  tongue  red  and  smooth;    saw  no    ground    for    changing    my  view, 
his  pulse  irritable;  Ids  utterance  slow  and    When,  however,  after  lasting  several  days, 
laborious.     He  did  not  exactly  complain  of    this  case  appeared  to  me  desperate,  it  some- 
want  of  strength,  but  he  described  himself    what  rapidly  took  a  favourable  turn.    Tliia 
as  unable  to  walk  more  than  a  quarter  of  a    change  appeared  to  be  mainly  owing  to  the 
mile  at  a  time,  from  a  sense  of  obstruction    successful  use  of  two  remedies — one,   the 
in  his  head,  and  pain  and  uneasiness  in  the    spiritus  ammonis  succinatus,  given  inter- 
loins.     He  spoke  slowly,  with  evident  cir-  nally;  the  other,  an  asafoetida  enema,  thrown 
cumspection,  as  if  his  articulation  might  fail  up  about  the  same  time.     This,  I  imagine, 
him ;   and  he  coUected  his  thoughts  with  waa  an  infantile  case  of  nervous  apoplexy, 
difficulty.    This  gentleman  has  been  relieved  With  respect  to  the  practice  pursued,  I  shall 
since  that  time,  to  the  greate&t  degree,  in-  r^ret  if  the  successful  termination  of  that 
deed  his  powers  restored  apparently,  by  a  case  should  exclude  from  the  attention  of 
systematic  use  of  the  spiritus  ammonise  sue-  my  hearers  the  risk  incurred,  and  the  deli- 
dnatus,  mild  aperients,  and  henbane,  occa-  cacy  of  that  line,  which  separates  such  cases 
tionally  combined  with  mercurials.  from  others  requiring  the  most  active  treat- 
There  is  a  comatose  state  incident  to  in-  ment,  and  often  remedies  of  a  depressing 
lants,  which  is  noticed  in  Dr.  Gooch's  ad-  kind.     A  careful  observation  made  of  the 
mirable  work  on  '*  The  Diseases  of  Women,"  exact  point  from  which  the  attack,  or  those 
under  the  title  of  "  some  symptoms  in  cbil-  symptoms  of  it,  have  commenced,  in  regard 
dren  erroneously  attributed  to  congestion  of  to  which  the  practical  difficulty  exists,  will, 
the  brain.''     Some   consideration    of   this  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge,  give  us 
state  is  allied  to  our  present  discussion ;  for  more  safety  than  a  reference  to  any  presumed 
the  line  is  very  delicately  marked,  and  very  diagnostics.     In  the  above  case,  the  shock 
important,  which  separates  these  cases  from  given  by  the  parent's  injudicious  remedies 
others  requiring  active  depletion.     I  regret  afforded  this  light  to  me. 
that  I  can  give  no  more  than  an  outline  of  a        With  respect  to  nervous  apoplexy  consi- 
case  which  occurred  to  me  before  I  had  read  dered  as  referrible  to  external  influences. 
Dr.  Gooch's  work,  and  places  under  the  and  not  to  constitutional  causes,  still  of  a 
treatment  and  principles  which  he  inculcates  physical  kind,  there  are  many  forms  of  it. 
symptoms  even  more  advanced  into  apparent  I  should,  indeed,  vainly  endeavour  to  em- 
congestion  than  those  which  he  has  mentioned,  brace  them  in  the  course  of  a  lecture.     But 
An  infant,  aged  eight  months,  and  nursed  they  will  generally,  I  believe,  illustrate,  with 
by  its  mother,  became  feverish.    The  father  more  or  less  concurrence,  the  proposition 
gave  to  this  infant  two  moderate  doses  of  laid  down  in  the  present  lecture,  that  the 
calomel  and  scammony,  which  appeared  re-  graver  forms  of  nervous  apoplexy  require, 
markably  to  depress  its  strength.     Its  mo-  strength  permitting,  the  most  active  deple- 
tions, which  had  previously  been  healthy,  tion;  while  its  milder  forms  may  best  be 
became  green ;  and  having  previously  been  dealt  with  by  those  soothing  measures,  and 
plentiful,  became  scanty.    Great  debility  was  on  those  principles,  which  I  have  illustrated 
observed,   and  even   paleness,  a  state  not  from  the  works  of  Dr.  Kirkland.  I  have  already 
readily  produced  in  infants.     A  full  meal  of  pointed  this  out  in  regard  to  cases  of  inso- 
its  mother's  milk  was  followed  uniformly  by  tstion,  classed  under  the  head  of  apoplexia 
griping  and  dyspnoea,  threatening  suffoca-  gravior.    Let  cases  of  this  kind  be  compared 
tion.^    TTie  mother  was  a  delicate  person ;  with  any  given  case,  in  which  the  extinction 
but  it  was  observed  in  the  course  of  this  or  diminution  of  power,  and  not  its  arresta- 
ease,  that  a  more  healthy  nurse  being  ob-  tion  under  spasm,  may  reasonably  be  snp- 
tained,  the   above  symptoms  were  rather  posed.     The  contrast  will  illustrate  the  dif- 
aggravated  under  similar  circumstances  than  ference  of  practice  advocated,  and  vindicate 
diminished.     Small  doses  of  castor  oil  re-  its  propriety.     I  will  take,  as  an  instance  of 
moved  the  febrile  heat  which  I  have  noticed,  «"ch  extinction  or  diminution  of  power,  the 
and  restored  healthiness  of  the  evacuations ;  exposure  to  an  asphyxiating  agent  through 
and  this,  with  antispasmodics,  was  thd  only  the  vapour  of  burning  charcoal.     If  my 


^               DR.  HOCKEN  ON  OPHTHALMIC  AFFECTIONS.  285 

hearers  will  refer  to  fhe  admihible  case  giveii  pital^  exclusively  by  daubing  the  nitrate 
by  Dr.  Babington,  In  the  first  volume  of  the  of  silver  on  the  outside  of  the  lids.  It 
Medico-ChiroT^cal  Transactions^  they  will  was  from  watching  the  success  of  this 
there  find  benefit  derived,  as  might  be  ex-  practice  in  many  cases  that  led  me  to 
pected,  from  certain  excitants ;  but  he  will  giyg  the  remedy,  applied  in  this  way,  a 
also  notice  a  circumstance  apposite  to  the  f^^  ^rial  among  my  own  private  pa- 
present  question,  and  the  more  valuable  as  jj^^tg^  j  found  that  it  was  most  suc- 
it  seems  rewrded  under  m  «pectation  of  mi  ^^^^  •„  ^^^  f^^^  ^f  Strumous  con- 
effect  contairy  tothat  wWch  IS  ad^^  junctivitis  -  so  much  so  that,  when 
i^rar^^lt'£fS™°^?t;  combined  with  appropriate  constitu- 
^Si^Z^eaclrL^  S:  ^^:^^^^  tipnjd  measures  it^^^^ 
wasobviouslyrendered  less  favoomble  by  the  ^J  ^*^^?r^^  this  not  after  the  lapse 
loss.  The  ktter  removal  of  blood  was  acci-  ^^  »  protracted  penod,  but,  m  recent 
dental,  from  the  dUplacement  of  a  ligature.  ^^^^*  immediately ;  and,  if  chronic, 
About  this  time  it  was  noticed  that  leani-  ^'^^  two  or  three  apphcations.  At  the 
mationwaspiocee^fiiTourably;  but  under  West  of  England  ^ye  Infirmary  stru- 
this  accident,  the  face  collapsed,  and  the  mous  conjunctivitis  is  ver^  common, 
pulse  sank  to  a  dangerous  de^^ree*.  and  often  most  severe  and  intractable. 
In  this  case  the  Tiyifyiog  principle  of  the  At  my  request,  Mr.  De  La  Garde  ^one 
blood  having  been  interfered  with,  the  di-  of  the  surgeons  to  that  institution) 
rectly  restoring^  this  by  inhalation  of  oxygen  placed  several  cases  under  this  plan  of 
gas,  and  the  giving  nervous  energy  for  this  treatment;  and  shortly  after  having 
work  by  galvanism,  were  the  agents  ob-  commenced  it,  he  wrote  to  inform  me 
viously  and  solely  mstrumental  in  the  that,  out  of  at  least  a  dozen  such  cases, 
"^^^'^^'^r*  there  was  only  one  which  was  not  im- 
'  "  mediately  attended  with  the  most 
ILLUSTRATIONS  marked  success.  Besides  strumous 
OP  THE  conjunctivitis,  I  have  found  the  nitrate 
PATHOLOGY,  DIAGNOSIS,  &  TREAT-  ^^  ^jlver,  appUed  in  the  way  I  shall  im- 

MENT  OP  OPHTHALMIC  AF-  ?Jf.^ w^  ^^^"^^^^                     th^^^nn"" 

mrm^intjQ  auxiliary  m  all  cases  where  the  con- 

FBCTIONS.  junctiva  and  lids  were  much  concerned, 

Bt  Eow.  Hocken,  M.D.  M.R.C.S.L.  &c.  ^^  wherever  there  was  much  intole- 
rance  of  hght;   such  as  in  all  the 

[Continued  from  p.  a7«.]  strumous    diseases    of    the    eve.    in 

-^—  catarrhal    and   purulent   ophtnalmia, 

A  nem  and  improved  plan  of  treating  in  granular  conjunctivitis,  and  simple 

etrumow  conjunctivitis.     The  patho^  conjunctivitis  of  the  lids  or  globe. 

logy   of  struma.     The   nature    and  Mode  of  application  of  the  nitrate  of 

svmptomi  of  the  local  affection,  with  «7»er».— A  clean  piece  of  the  stick  of 

the  rationale  of  treatment.  the  nitrate  of  silver,  having  from  one 

Treatment.^'This  includes  the  treat-  to  two  inches  exposed,  should  be  se- 

ment  of  the  attack  and  the  treatment  lected.    The  patient's  eyelids  are  to  be 

of  the  interval,  consisting  of  general  closed,  and  put  slightly  on  the  stretch, 

and  local  treatment.  by  applying  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand 

My  friend  Mr.  Wormald  is  in  the  to  the  eyebrow,  and  gently  raising  the 

habit  of  treating  man^  slight  ophthal-  skin.    The  nitrate  of  silver  is  then  to 

mic  affections   (especially  among  the  be  passed  (previously  moistened)  two 

out-patients  of  St  Bartholomew's  Hos-  or  three  times  over  the  whole  surface 

— — of   the  upper,  and  subsequently  the 

«  Dr.  Babinf?ton*i  expreflsioni  are  as  follow,  lower   eyelids,  smoothly  and   Without 

;;2SJ?S!r.ifJjrri5S„'Sd^Si;S:t^^^  much  pressure,  bringing,  not  the  point, 

doced  this  effect) ;  we  therefore,  in  the  early  part  ~ '~ 

of  the  evening,  considered  of  the  propriety  of  *  The  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the 

ftirtber  venesection.  But  as  the  apoplectic  stertor  outside  or  tne  lids  la  a  very  different  plan  of  pro- 


was  evidently  not  so  areat,  we  determined  not  to    ceeding  to  its  introdnction,  either  as  a  strong 
iu  the  eflbrts  of  natore ;  accident,    solution  or  in  substance,  between  the  lids.  Vrom 


interfere  wii 


however,  accomplished  what  we  had  hesitated  to  the  latter  1  have  seen  the  grrcatest  injuiy  result, 

do,  the  Ugatore  having:  slipped  fh>m  his  arm,  and  and  should  decidedly  refhse  my  consent  if  myself 

he  lost,  beftyre  it  was  noticed,  nearly  a  pound  of  the  patient.    Except  in  the  purulent  Ibrms  of 

blood.    The  pulse  sank,  his  countenance  col-  conjunctivitis,  it  is  a  plan  I  utterly  condemn,  as 

lapsed,  and  Mr.  Hhiireston  was  apprehensive  that  cruel,  injurious,  and  unscientific.    Weak  solu- 

be  would  not  survive  the  debilitoting  effect  of  tion8,however(a8j.or  iJ.p«.totheSj.  of  water) 

this  accidenUl  hemorrhage."  are  sometimes  highly  beneficial. 
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bat  the  rides  of  the  stick  of  lunar  caus^  must  strike  at  the  root  of  the  disorder, 

tic,  in  contact  with  the  skin.  The  object  The  general  symptoms  are  those  of 

of  this  application  is  only  to  blacken,  debility— either  a  pale,  pasty,  bloodless 

and  not  to  occasion  any  severer  effects ;  condition,  with  flabblness  and  want  of 

and  it  will  be  found  that,  after  a  short  tone  in  the  solids ;  or,  on  the  contrary, 

time,  as  soon  as  the  nitrate  has  had  constitutional  debility,  with  an  excess 

time  fully  to  act  on  the  fifth  nerve,  it  of  irritability  of  the  nervous  and  vas- 

will  completely  relieve  the  intolerance  cular  systems,  occasioning  a  tendency 

of  light,  the  lachrymation,  and,  what  is  to  hectic.    Both  states  are  benefited  by 

of  the  most  importance,  the  spasmodic  tonics.    To  improve  the  digestive  and 

strivings  of  the  orbicular  muscle ;  and  assimilative  functions,  we  have  recourse 

hence  relieve  the   patient  from  that  to  hygienic  and   therapeutic  agents, 

constant  irritation  and  pressure  which  The  former  include  diet,  air,  exercise, 

maintains  and  aggravates  the  affection,  light,  and  clothin?;  the  latter,  tonics, 

In  one  of  my  patients,  a  little  boy  purgatives,  warm  baths,  or  cold  spong- 

four  years  old,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  inj^s,  followed  by  brisk  friction  of  the 

treating  an  attack  of  strumous  con j  unc-  skin . 

tivitis  and  purulent  oj^hthalmia,  in  the  The  diet  should  be  nutritious,  in 
opposite  eyes,  at  short  intervals  of  time,  moderate  quantity,  and  taken  at  regu- 
l^e  strumous  attack  was  subdued  at  lar  intervals,  bein^  well  masticated; 
once;  but  in  about  a  week  afterwards  whilst  every  injurious  or  indigestible 
he  was  brought  to  me  with  purulent  article  should  )^  studiously  avoided, — 
ophthalmia  of  the  fellow  organ.  I  at  such  as  pastry,  new  bread  in  every 
first  used  leeches,  purging,  and  a  strong  form,  sweetmeats,  crude  vegetables, 
solutioq  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  be  fruit,  unless  soft,  fully  npe,  and  in 
placed  between  the  lids;  but  this  treat-  small  quantities,  as  strawbernes,  &c. 
ment,  although  it  subdued  the  severity  Early  hours  should  be  enforced,  both 
ofthe  attack,  failed  to  cure  it:  it  merely  for  retiring  to  rest  and  rising  in  the 
subrided  into  a  chronic  form.  At  this  morning.  A  healthy  situation  ^when 
stage  I  applied  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  possible)  should  be  selected,  with  an 
the  outsiae  of  the  lids,  in  the  way  occasional  change  of  air,  and  a  rcsi- 
described,  which  immediately  gave  a  dence  near  the  sea  during^  summer, 
new  feature  to  the  case.  He  improved  Sufficient  exercise  is  very  important ; 
directly;  and  a  second  application,  such  as  riding,  walking,  playing,  &c. 
about  a  week  subsequently,  produced  a  all  in  their  turns ;  but  fatigue  is  care- 
cure  in  a  few  days.  fully  to  be  avoid^.    The  mind,  also. 

On  first  seeing  a  case  of  strumous  should  be  kept  employed,  but  never 

coniunctivitis,  brides  the  application  overworked.    The  body  is  sure  to  be- 

of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  outside  of  come  diseased  if  deprived  of  the  agency 

the  lids,  it  is  advisable  to  administer  of  sufficient  liglit:    hence  the  clear 

three  or  four  grains  of  the  hydrargyrum  light  of  day  and  the  bright  sunshioe 

com  cretd,  or  two  of  calomel,  with  one,  must  be  sought  and  enjoyed.    Exeneke 

two,  or  only  half  a  grain  of  quinine  in  the  green  fields  combines  Ihecnjoy- 

(according   to    the    age,   &c.  of  the  ment  of  mind  and  body,  exposure  to 

child) ;    and  follow  it  up,  about  six  li^ht,  a  firee  supply  of  frew  air,  and  the 

hours  afterwards,  with  an  appropriate  stimulus  of  exertion*    Moreover  it  is 

dose  of  rhubarb,  ginger,  and  sulphate  highly  necessary  to  clothe  the  body 

of  potash.    If  the  smaller  powder  be  warmly,  both  to  encourage  the  func- 

Siven  at  night,  the  aperient  should  be  tions  of  the  skin,  retain  a  due  supply 
elayed  till  next  morning.  Where  the  of  warmth,  and  prevent  the  effects  of 
case  is  chronic,  it  is  very  serviceable  to  atmospheiic  vicissitudes, 
repeat  this  practice  about  twice  every  As  purgatives,  the  combination  of  a 
week  or  eight  days;  and  where  the  mercurial  prenaration  with  quinine, 
child  voids  worms,  it  is  best  to  free  the  followed  by  rnubarb,  &c.  as  I  have 
intestinal  canal  from  the  nuisance  by  already  mentioned,  is  the  best  mode  of 
an  appropriate  plan  of  treatment.  occasionally  stimulating  and  strength- 
It  is  not,  however,  sufficient  merely  ening  the  chylopoietic  functions.  Be- 
to  free  the  patient  from  ophthalmic  sides  this,  if  the  child  be  pale,  and  the 
disease  for  the  time ;  the  constitution  solids  deficient  in  tone,  the  ammonio- 
must  be  improved,  to  prevent  future  citrate  of  iron,  in  small  doses,  two  or 
attacks ;    and  to  accomplish  this  we  three  times  a  day,  should  be  adminiif- 
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tered;  but  if  the  circulation  be  ac-  ago,  when  a  ^at  quantity  of  little 

tive,  and  the  nervous  system  irritable,  bodies  resembling  mustard-seeds  came 

quinine,  exhibited  In  the  same  manner,  away ;  in  fact,  they  were  so  numerous 

has  succeeded  best  in  mv  hands.    In  as  to  choke  the  canula  and  prevent  the 

Uiese  latter  patients  cold  sponging  of  flow  of  the  liouid  part. 

the  various  parts  ofthe  entire  cutaneous  I  believe  Mr.  Garside,  of  this  town, 

system  successively,  followed  by  brisk  performed  all  the  operations. 

friction,  I  have  seen  most  beneficial:  Sept.     16th,     1842. — As   this   poor 

in  the  former,  where  the  skin  is  dry  woman  was  employed  in  haneine  win- 

and  rough,  warm  bathing,  about  once  dow-blinds,  the  table  on  wnicn  she 

a  week,  also  succeeded  by  active  rub-  stood  gave  way,  and  she  fell  on  her 

bing  with  a  coarse  towel  or  the  flesh  back  on  the  floor.    This  happened  at 

brush.    This  is  but  a  sketoh  of  the  10  o'clock  a.m.    I  saw  her  about  an 

constitutional  treatment;  but  having  hour  after  the  accident;  she  was  pale 

already  filled  several  pages,  I  must  and   sick,   vomiting   repeatedly,   and 

bring  these  remarks  to  a  conclusion.  complained    of    an    agonizing    pain 

If  any  gentleman  will  be  kind  enough  above  the  umbilicus.    Her  pulse  was 

to  eive  my  plan  a  fair  trial,  and  report  quick  and  small.    I  prescribed  stimu- 

their  success  to  me,  I  should  feel  much  lants ;    she  had  opium,  brandy,  and 

obliged.  ammonia.    She  diea  at  5  o'clock  p.m. 

Iff,  SoDtlwnmton  Stnet,  Previous  to  her  death  she  vomited  a 

Covent  Garden.  quantity  of  blood. 

Autovty. — September  17th   I    exa- 

RiTin'TTRir  n»  am  hvartan  rkc      mined  the  bodv  28 hours  after  death.  On 
RUPTURE  OF  AN  OVARIAN  SAC.     ^j^ning  the  abdomen,  1  found  that  I  at 

~^  once  came  into  the  interior  of  an  im- 

7b  (he  Editor  of  ike  Medical  Gazette.       mense  cyst,  the  anterior  wall  of  which 

gij^  was  inseparably  connected  with  the 

,T,  '  .  .  abdominal  parietes.    The  cyst  passed 

Tnm  accompanying  cases  appear  to  me    ^^^  ^^^  ^y^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^3  ^^^^^^ 

veiyintcresting:  if youshonld entertain  ^  and  connected  to  the  kidneys;  it 
asimiliuropmion,  you  will  oblige  me  by  ^^  ^fleeted  from  the  abdominal  pa- 
giving  them  a  place  m  your  journal.        ^etes  above  to  the  under  surface   of 

V         i.if™2  ®^''      s.  the  liver,  with  which  it  was  intimately 

Your  obedient  servant,  j^ji^ed .  in  fact  it  required  sometime  and 

S«g«m  to  the  ^:rc?L^;<^S1^iS^  trouble  to  bring  this  viscus  into  view,  so 

SI,  Higher  Aniwick,  M«ncliest»r  completely  was  it  covered  by  this  part 

Nov.  19, 1843.  of  the  cyst.    The  posterior  wall  nad 

_,          _                  -             J.  „      ^  various  attachments  mth  different  con- 

Case  of  ptpiure^/romafall,  of  an  volutions  of  intestines,  by  cellular  bands 

ovartan  toe,  followed  by  death.  trembling  the  false  membranes  found 

Sarah  Wolstencroft,  ist  63,  or  there-  frequently  in  the  chest, 

about,   unmarried,    always     delicate,  The  cvst  contained  a  large  quantity 

even  from  a  chOd.    Since  the  cata-  of  liquid,  in  which  were  floating  innu- 

menia  first  appeared,  there  has  been  merable  little  bodies,  such  as  I  have 

great  irregulanty  in  these  dischar^,  before  described  as  resembling  mustard 

and  ilever,  perhaps,  has  the  secretion  seeds. 

been  of  its  proper  Quantity  or  colour.  At  the  upper  and  posterior  part  of 

Thirty  years  since  she  first  began  to  this  sac  there  was  a  rupture,  through 

swell  in  the  abdomen ;  this  swelling  which  had  passed  two  large  folds  of 

did  not  increase  rapidly,  but,  on  the  intestine    (jejunum).     The   ruptured 

eontrarv,  it  very  slowly  advanced ;  but  part  corresponded  with  the  seat  or  pain, 

still  it  aid  advance,  and  at  the  expira-  There  was  a  good  deal  of  liquid  extra- 

tion  of  fifteen  years  her  abdomen  had  vasated  into   the   abdominal   cavity, 

attained  a  large  size.  also  many  of  the  floating  little  bodies 

It  is  now  fifteen    years  since  the  before  spoken  of.  There  were  no  traces, 

operation   of   paracentesis  abdominis  however,  of  recent  inflammation  in  any 

was  first   performed,  at  which   time  part  of  the  abdominal   viscera;    the 

thirty-four  quarts  were  removed.    She  folds  of  jejunum  within  the  cyst  were 

has  been  tapped  four  times  since.    The  distended  with  flatus,  but  there  were 

last  operation  was  performed  four  years  no  marks  of  increased  vascularity ;  the 
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right  ovary  was  healthy ;  the  left  was  sudden^  compression  of  so  lar^e  a  por* 

absent:  by  following  the  left  fallopian  tion  of  intestine,  and  destruction  of  its 

tube  it  was  found  to  lose  itself  in  the  function,  must  necessarily  have  had  a 

cvst;  there  were  no  more  cysts  than  one.  great  influence  in  inducing  the  fatal 

The  walls  of  this  one,  wherever  the^  collapse.    The  pain  during   life  was 

were  free,  were  singularly  thin,  and  it  referred  to  the  seat  of  rupture, 

was  in  one  of  these  unattached  posidons  I  do  not  think,  as  a  general  fact,  that 

that  the  rent  had  been  made.  the  liquid  of  ovarian  dropsy  is  very  irri- 

The  seed-like  bodies  were  very  soft ;  tating  to  the  peritoneum*    We  are  fee* 

they  melted  by  heat :  a  liu'ge  residuum  quently    obliged,  when   tapfwig    an 

was  left,  when  the  fluid  parts  had  been  ovarian  dropsy,  to  close  the  external 

dissipated.    Hot   alcohol   dissolved  a  wound,  from  one  cause  or  another,  be*- 

part  of  these  bodies,  and  crystals  of  fore  the  whole  of  the  liauid  is  drawn 

stearine  deposited  on  cooling.    I  could  off;  now  I  submit  that  the  probability 

not  find  in  this  examination  any  ap-  in  these  cases  is  that  there  is  some  ex* 

pearance  which  could  account  for  the  travasation  into  the  peritoneal  cavity, 

vomiting  of  blood.  We  do  not  often  fina  inflammation  to 

Remarks. — The  above  case  appears  any  great  extent  following  this  opeia^ 

to  me,  on  several  accounts,  a  very  in-  tion. 

teresting  one.  Although  I  by  no  means  Mr.  Gulliver  has  shown  that  blood 

intend  to  say  that  the  incarceration  of  may  be  injected  into  the  peritoneal  sac, 

the  intestine  within  the  cyst  was  the  and  yet  inflammation  not  be  induced, 

only  cause  of  death  in  this  instance,  (I  But  probably  in  my  case  the  seed-like 

am  ready  to  admit  that  the  sudden  ex-  bodies  spoken  of  proved  highly  irritat- 

travasation  of  part  of  the  contents  of  ing  to  the  peritoneum.  A  considerable 

the  ovarian   cyst  into  the  peritoneal  number  had  escaped  from  the  ovarian 

sac  must  have  excited  a   highly  de-  cyst  through  the  rupture, 

pressing  effect  on  the  vital  powers),  The  second  points  of  interest  pre- 

yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  sented  by  my  case  are  the  slow  pror 

death  of  my  patient  was  owing  in  some  '  gress  of  the  complaint,  and  the  very 

measure — in  a  great  measure — to  the  extensive  adhesions  which  the  cyst  had 

hernial  protrusion,  for  the  following  formed  with  contiguous  parts, 

reasons : —  The  patient  laboured  under  the  dis- 

1st.  Because  several  instances  are  on  ease  for  30  vears ;  during  fifteen  years 

record  in    which  ovarian  cysts  have  the  complaint  was  slowly  progressing, 

been  accidentally  ruptured,  and  their  and  it  was  only  at  the  expiration  of 

contents  extravasated  into  the  abdo-  that  period  that  it  was  necessary  to  re- 

minal  cavity,  and  yet  have  not  been  sort  to  the  operation  of  paracentesis, 

followed  by  the  dire  results  witnessed  Only  34  quarts  had  collected  during 

in  my  case.  this  time.    I  have  been  told  that  the 

Dr.  Addison,  in  Guy's  Hospital  Re-  liquid  was  limpid,  and  that  there  was 
ports,  relates  a  case  of  rupture  of  an  nothing,  in  any  other  respect,  remark- 
ovarian  sac  into  the  general  cavity  of  able  alx>ut  the  secretion.  It  was  on  the 
the  abdomen.  Peritoneal  inflammation  last  occasion  of  tapping  that  the  seed* 
came  on,  but  was  overcome.  The  fluid  like  bodies  were  observed.  It  is  four 
was  absorbed.  years  since  that  operation  was  required. 

I  remember  a  case  that  I  examined  It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that 

after  death,  in  which  it  appeared  that  there  should  have  been  such  extensive 

one  of  the  cysts  of  a  diseased  ovary  had  adhesions  in  this  case,  for  I  cannot 

ruptured  :     peritoneal      inflammation  learn  that  there  had  been,  during  its 

seemed  to  have  followed :  the  whole  of  progress,  any  decided  symptoms  indi* 

the  peritoneum  was  lined  with  a  thick  cative  of  peritoneal  inflammation.     I 

false  membrane.    I  cannot  give  any  have  understood  that  she  had  not  been 

account  of  the  history  of  this  case.  My  bled  generally,  nor  even  had  leeches  to 

friend  Mr.  J.  B.  Harrison  has  related  a  her  abdomen, 

similar  case  to  me.  The  sixe  of  the  cyst,  and  consequent 

2nd.  Because   the   intestine,  at   its  pressure  on  surrounding  parts,  cannot 

point  of  entrance  into  the  cyst,  was  wholly  account  for  the  adhesions,  since 

evidently  constricted,  the  function  of  we  know  that  ovarian  sacs  of  equal  or 

that  portion  of  ^"^  tube  within  the  sac  greater  magnitude  may  exist,  in  whieh 

could  not  have  wen  carried  on.    This  no  such  morbid  connections  are  found. 
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Within  a  comparatively  recent  period  tinct  tumor  can  be  discorered ;  no  en- 

I  have  examined  two  other  cases  of  lareement  of  the  liver  can  be  detected, 

ovarian  disease  :  one  was  a  case  that  I  Pulse  76,  regular ;  tongue  streaked  with 

had  tapped  several  times.     I  had  to  a  thin  white  fur ;  bowels  costive ;  urine 

perform  this  operation  every  four  or  scanty  and  light  coloured;  no  cough; 

five  weeks ;  the  accumulation  of  liquid  no  cedema  of  feet ;  appetite  good, 

was  so  rapid.    This  case  was  acute :  it  She  dates  the  commencement  of  her 

terminated  in  death.    The  patient  com-  illness  from  the  Ist  of  May,  when  she 

plained  of  pain  dnrin?  the  progress  of  was  attacked  with  violent  pain  in  the 

the  disease :  she  suficred  excessively  right  iliac  re^on,  for  which  she  was 

from  pressure,  and  yet  there  was  no  bled  at  the  time,  both  generally  and 

adhesion  to  be  found  in  the  examina-  locally,  with  relief.    She  states,  how- 

tion  after  death.  ever,  that,  for  a  month  previous,  she 

The  other  case  was  a  particularly  had  perceived  that  her  abdomen  was 
interesting  one.  The  patient  was  mar-  slightly  enlarged,  but  thought  perhaps 
ried,  but  never  had  any  children.  She  she  might  be  pregnant.  She  cannot 
was  suddenly  seized  with  peritoneal  recollect  that  the  swelling  was  at  first 
inflammation,  which  caused  ner  death  confined  to  any  particular  region :  she 
in  two  or  three  days.  I  found,  at  the  believes  it  was  general :  nas  been 
inspection,  that  both  ovaries  were  dis-  married  two  years,  but  has  had  no 
eased.  The  right  one  had  contracted  children ;  was  always  regular  in  her 
adhesions  with  a  slip  of  the  great  omen-  monthly  periods  till  the  first  attack  of 
turn,  and  also  with  the  apex  of  the  np-  pain,  since  which  time  she  has  been 
pendix  ceci  Vermiformis.  It  seemed  to  unwell  every  fortnight;  and  during 
me  that  the  vermiform  process  had  been  the  flowing  of  the  catamenia  the  pain 
mptnred ;  and  I  conjectured  that  it  had  in  the  side  is  always  easier.  Shortly 
happened  in  this  way:  the  patient,  after  having  noticed  the  abdominal 
shortly  before  the  inflammation  came  swelling  she  observed  that  her  urine 
on,  had  been  making  some  unwonted  was  much  diminished  in  quantity ;  and 
exertion  in  whitewashing  the  ceilinfi^  of  it  has  been  very  scanty  throughout  her 
a  room,  in  which  operation  she  had  to  illness.  She  has  haa  several  attacks 
stretch  the  body  a  good  deal ;  the  band  of  severe  pain  in  die  right  side  since 
of  omentom  connected  with  the  diseased  her  first  seizure,  for  which  she  has 
ovary  had  been  forcibly  pulled,  and  the  been  twice  leeched  with  benefit ;  but 
dragging  had  caused  the  appendix  to  for  the  last  month  she  has  experienced 
rupture.  I  mention  this  case  to  show  more  pain  in  the  left  iliac  region.  Her 
that  it  could  not  have  been  firom  the  general  health  has  not  been  much 
Bixe  or  the  pressure  that  the  ovarium  affected,  and  she  has  been  able  to 
had  contracted  adhesions  with  con-  attend  to  her  housework,  except  when 
tigoons  structures ;  and  vet  very  im-  suflerm?  from  pain,  and  since  the  ab- 
portant  adhesions  were  found.  The  dominal  enlargement  became  distress- 
ovary  was  about  the  size  of  a  large  ing,  from  its  extent  and  weight.  She 
walnut.  has  been  under  medical  care  from  the 

The  following  very  interesting  case  commencement  of  her  illness.    After 

has  been  forwaraed  tome  by  my  friend  her  admission  the  abdomen  continued 

Dr.  Howard:  the  patient  was  under  steadily  to  enlarge.     The  distension 

his  care  in  the  Manchester  Infirmary :  ~  became  so  distressing  that  it  was  neces- 

Anne  Thomas,  etat.  31,  a  married  sary  to  resort  to  paracentesis.  The 
woman,  nale,  but  not  particularly  ema-  operation  was  performed  on  the  19th  of 
ciated,  aamitted  the  8th  of  Sept.  1842.  September ;  but  the  fluid  was  so  thick 
The  abdomen  is  g[reatly  distended,  and  glutinous  that  it  flowed  with  great 
tense,  and  communicated  a  distinct  difficulty  through  the  canula.  It  oc- 
aense  of  fluctuation  on  being  percussed,  cupied  nearly  an  hour  to  draw  off  five 
There  is  seneral  uneasiness  over  the  quarts.  The  patient  became  exhausted, 
whole  belly ;  aching  in  the  back,  so  the  wound  was  closed,  and  the  pa- 
owing  apparently  to  the  extreme  state  tient  placed  in  bed.  No  constitutional 
of  distension :  but  in  the  iliac  regions  disturbance  followed.  The  patient  died 
mora  decided  pain  exists  than  else-  October  20th. 

where,  and  at  this  part  there  seems  to  '*  Seciio  eadaverit  forty  kourt  t^fttr 

be  a  greater  degree  of  firmness  and  ifeftlA.— On  laying  open  toe  abdominal 

resistance  to  pressure,  though  no  dis-  cavity  a  large  tumor  of  an  irregular 

782.-XXXI.  U 
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round  shape  was  found  occupying  the  means  of  palpation  or  percussion :  by 
whole  lower  and  middle  portions  ;  ex-  the  latter  method  we  may  possibly  as- 
tending,  in  fact,  from  the  pubis  to  within  certain  the  boundarjr  of  the  tumor,  but 
two  or  three  inches  of  the  ensiform  car-  can  determine  nothing  as  to  its  con- 
tilage.  It  was  composed  of  an  im-  nections.  Neither  are  we  always  much 
mense  number  of  cysts  of  all  sizes:  more  successful  by  the  former  plan; 
two  or  three  large  enough  to  contain  for  1  have  more  than  once  known  an 
three  or  four.pinls  of  fluid  each ;  others  ovarian  tumor  of  some  size  appear  to 
not  larger  than  a  pea.  The  contents  be  fixed,  which  afterwards  has  proved 
of  the  cysts  were  very  various  :  in  some  to  be  free ;  and  I  can  well  conceive 
the  matter  was  colourless  serum,  in  that  an  ovarian  cyst  may,  to  a  certain 
others  it  was  yellow,  in  others  as  dark  extent,  be  moveable,  yet  nevertheless 
as  coflfee,  and  in  others  it  was  bloody,  have  contracted  important  adhesions. 
The  consistency  of  the  liquid  was  as  The  third ^  feature  in  Wolstencroftfs 
varied  as  the  colour.  The  walls  of  the  case,  worthy  of  a  passing  comment,  is 
cysts  were  of  various  thickness  and  the  difficulty  there  was  in  making  a 
structure ;  some  were  thin  and  soft,  diagnosis :  I  do  not  mean  as  to  the 
others  thicker,  and  of  a  cartilaginous  connections  of  the  cyst,  but  as  to  its 
hardness ;  others  vascular,  and  begin-  real  character.  As  far  as  the  physical 
ning  in  some  places  to  soften  and  break  signs  went,  the  case  was  more  like 
down.  ascites  than  ovarian   dropsy.    In  no 

The  anterior  portion  of  the  tumor  point  of  the  abdomen  could  any  solid 

was   adherent,  tliroughout   its  whole  enlargement  be  detected.     The  fluid 

extent,  to    the    peritoneum    covering  was  equally  difiused ;  therefore,  percuss 

the  abdominal  parietes.    It  was  also  where  you  would,  there  was  nothing 

attached  by  a  thick  layer  of  soft  lymoh  but  dulness.    By  connecting  the  signs 

to  the  rectum,  and  on  separating  the  with  the  history  of  the  case,  we  mi^t, 

attachment  a  small  opening  into  one  perhaps,  have  arrived  at  a  shrewd  guess 

of  the  cysts  was  found.    The  cyst  had  as  to  its  nature ;    but  the  diagnosis 

ulcerated  at  this  point,  and  formed  an  would  have  showed  no  better  name 

adhesion  to    the  gut,  which  in  time  than  the  one  I  have  given  it — a  guess, 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  been        My  object  in  making  the  foregoing 

perforated,  and  the  contents  of  the  sac  observations  is  not  wholly  to  deprecate 

evacuated.    There  were  no  other  at-  the  operation  of  excision ;  for  I  think 

tachments  to  any  of  the  intestines  or  that,  m  some  cases,  a  surgeon  may  be 

viscera  of  the  abdomen.    The  uterus  called  upon  to  undertake  that  operation, 

and  left  ovary  were  healthy;  the  right  In  fact,  I  proposed  it  to  one  of  the  pa-, 

was  completely  involved  in  the  diseased  tients  I  have  already  alluded  to»  in 

structure,  and  was,  no  doubt,  the  organ  whom  I  found  the  operation  free  liter 

in  which  the  morbid  action  commenced,  death.    Neither  my  patient  nor  her 

Can  we,  in  any  given  case,  during  friends  would  consent;  she  was  in- 
life,  predict  the  existence  or  non-  fluenced  by  the  opinion  of  my  medical 
existence  of  adhesions  in  ovarian  associate,  who  was  fax  from  sanguine 
dropsy  ?     I   firmly  believe  that  this  as  to  the  result. 

accuracy  of  diagnosis  is,  in  many  cases,        I  submit  that  this  operation,  perhaps 

mostdimcultoiattainment;  and  in  some  beyond  all  others,  requires  considera- 

it  is  quite  impossible  to  determine.  tion.    I  should  not  think  a  surgeon 

We  cannot  ascertain  this  point  from  warranted  in  undertaking  it  because 

the  size  of  the  tumor,  for  we  have  seen  he  had  made  the  accurate  diagnosis  of 

that  adhesions  may  occur  at  a  very  ovarian  disease;  neither  should  I  think 

early  period  of  the  enlargement.    We  him  justified  in  its  performance,  even 

cannot  jud^  from  the  amount  of  pain,  when  he  had  ascertained,  as  for  as  it 

with  certainty;   for  in  Wolstencroft's  could  be  ascertained  by  palpation  and 

case  the  patient,  I  understand  from  her  an  inquiry  into  the  previous  history, 

sister,  never  suffered  so  much  pain  as  that  the  tumor  had  not  contracted  im- 

to  require  the  use  of  leeches,  and  yet  portant  adhesions.  He  ought,  I  submit, 

most  extensive  adhesions  were  found,  to  Satisfy  himself  that  the  ease  will  be 

In  my  second  case  the  patient  had  a  rapid  one,  shortly  terminating   in 

suffered  verv  great  pain,  and  yet  the  death  if  something  be  not  done  to  pre- 

tumor  was  free.    And,  lastly,  we  can-  vent  such  a  catastrophe.    Our  object 

not   always   decide  this  question  by  should  be  to  save  life,  and  not  simply 
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to  remove  a  deformity.    The  most  san.  both  died  suddenly  of   this  malady. 

Sine  advocates  for  excision  must  admit  She  was  ordered — 

Bt  ther«  are  many  risks  attending  the  ^  ^inci  Sulphat.  9j. ;  Aqiue.  DestUlsta 

operation.   Could  a  man  in  justice  jeo-  ^^.j^    ^  ^^  ^^^  capiendut- 

pardise  the  hfe  of  his  patient,  by  per-  ^                                       "^     ,  . 

forming  a  formidable  operation,  when  In  about  twenty  minutes  vomiting 

that  patient,  without  it,  might  have  ensued,  and  as  soon  as  it  had  ceased 

lived,  as  mine  did,  for  thirty  years  ?    I  she  took — 

trow  not.     I  readily  admit  that  mine  ^  ^nlv,  JaUps.  gr.  xvi. ;  Potassc.  Ttet. 

was  a  singular  case;  and  that  few,  3u.  spirit  Ammon.  Aromat.  f^sa.; 

very  few,  are  so  slow  in  their  progress  inftu.  8eim»  Comp.  tyi. ;  Aq.   Pl- 

as  the  one  I  have  recorded ;  but  still  mentae,  fV^vL ;  Fiat  hauatus. 

there  are  many  cases  that  advance  but  -,1,.    ««^j„^^j  #u^   »».^»»     fi«« 

««.<];!«*     Tr  iJ  «»„  ^»^n  ;no#o«i«w>  i»A  This  produced  free   purging  ;    tne 

proceed,  and  there  are  no  strong  rei  ^  •*!«*?•  «>d.«»e  ^f >, wdl  onthe 

^8 for  believing  in  the  easteHce  of  Mlowingmornmg.    Since  this  penod 

extensive  adhesions,  then  our  wav  «  "^  *^  '^  '""'  «™«'  attacks,  and 

extensive  Mnesions,  '"^  °"  ration  *"  "''  "^  **'"  **  above-mentioned 

Sftii^U^eriXfffieaveour^tient  treatment  has  been  adopted  with  the 

todeJde.  «ime  good  result. 

I  have  seen  numerous  cases  of  this 

description,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 

ON  THB  and  1  have  invariably  pursued   this 
TREATMENT  OP  APOPLEXY.  mode  of  treatment,  except  that,  in  some 
instances,  blisters  or  cupping  were  em- 
ployed.   On  liie  other  hand,  candour 
To  the  Editor  qfike  Medical  Gazette,  obbges  me  to  state,  that  in  those  cases 
gi,^  in  which  the  skin  was  hot,  the  face 

T           •'   i.  /.  •  1-  J  *i.              \    if  ^r  flushed,  the  breathing  sonorous,  and 

I  HAVE  just  finished  the  perusal  of  Mr.  ^y,^    ^^  f^n  ^^^  ^  »       j  h^^;  ^jj. 


mbject  IS  one  of  ^ve  im-    f^^^ 
portance,  perhaps  the  following  brief       jj,    ^    Hall  (Principles  of  Medi- 
remarks  may  not  be  altogether  devoid  — '^- 


x™.«r«  iu«y  uoi  «c  »«ugcu.cr  uevom  ^j  256, 1837)  asserts  that  there  is 

•finterest.    My  attention  wm  early  greattolewkceo/loss  of  blood  in  mere 

drawn  to  the  tr«itment  of  apoplexy,  in  %^y^  congestion,  while  in  cases  of 

fiff'sr  ^e'YieS^etriJ)  T"^  -r-  ^\f-r  j'^^r'^v 

havine  died  of  the  distSlse     At  t£^  f!?f!I?J^V.'']^!?!!.r A?i2!f.-  J! 


ha^g  Aed  of  the  disease.    At  the  age  ^„f  ^  j^e  diagSosIs  to  be  frequently 

2-  ^'  '^i  ^  '•  *■■  "^^  rfJ?"^  "'  difficult,  althougii  he  mentions  the  si 

his  death,  he  was  irritated  at  the  con-  ^.jj^^   distinctrve   symptoms.     Aber- 

duct  of  one  of  his  senrants,  and  he  im-  ^^bie  advises  bleeding  in  all  cases, 

mediatehr  fell  down,  being  seized  with  ,     ■    y,  admirable  worTi  on  Diseased 


his  death,  he  was  imtated  at  the  con-  ^^^^   distinctfve   symptoms.     Aber- 

duct  of  one  of  his  senrants,  and  he  im-  ^^bie  advises  bleeding  in  all  cases, 

mediatehr  fell  down,  being  seized  with  ,     ■    y,  admirable  worTi  on  Diseased 

profound  sopor.    His  countenance  be-  of  the  Brain,  &c.,  he  says,  "there  are  no 

came  pale;  hu  breathing  stertorous ;  „aptoms wJiich  charartiise  a  distinct 


the  mouth  was  drawn  to  one  side  5  the  ^\^^f  apoplectic  affections  which,  in 

pupils  were  diUited,  and  his  pulse  was  ^^^  naturefdo  not  admit  of  bl<i)d. 

weak.    Ifa  was  quickly  seen  by  a  phy.  ig^j     ..    And  it  is  not  to  be  denied 

a<nan  and  Borgeon ,  flood-letUne  was  ^^^^  »he   profession,   as   a  body,  is 

performed,  anfcold  water  nouredT over  thoroughlylmbued  ^th  his  views.    It 

hui  head,  but   he  expired  m  a  few  ^pp^,^  ^  ^  ^^^^  ,l,e  ^hole  subject 

On  Ae  10th  of  June.  1838,  1  was  «=1"^  ^  ^  ^'I'lrtr"""'' 

hastily  summoned  to  attend  my  matei-  y       obedient  seiVant, 

nal  gimdmother,  and,  on  my  arrival,  I  T  C   Lewis 

found  her  threatened  with  apoplexy.  H<m»e-Siiiie(m  to  W«Terii«inpton  l)l^ien«iy 

Her  owe  was  pale  ;    the   pulse  was  and  CHuaitjr  Hoipitsl. 

feeble ;  and  she  complained  of  vertigo  Nor.  is,  ib43. 

and  sickness.    Her  mother  and  sister  ~~~ 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  this  mato  water  8car«  in  their  dwelU 

*-"'^*^  ings;  and  in  consequence,  the  filth  of 

Friday,  November  25, 1842.  the   Whitechapcl  poor   reminds   one 

rather  of  some  medifeval  city,  the  con- 

'<  Licet  omnibut,  licet  etiam  mihifdigniutero  stant  prey  of  plague  and  dysentery, 

AHis  Mediae  tucri ;  poteata*  modo  veniendi  in  ^j^^^  ^f  ^yie  metropolis  of  the  world  in 
publicam  tit,  dicendi  periculum  non  reciwo."  ...*.. 

CicBfto.  the  nineteenth  century. 

"  When  I  have  occasion  to  visit  their 


SANITARY  STATE  OP  BRITISH  rooms,"  says  Mr.  J.  Liddle,  *«  T  find  they 

TOWNS  ^*^®  ^^^^  *  ^^7  scanty  supply  of  water  - 

in  their  tubs.    When  they  are  washing. 

When  we  look  at  those  pictures  of  life  as  the  smell  of  the  dirt  mixed  with  the 

it  might  be,  which  are  drawn  by  poets  soap  is  the  most  offensive  of  all  the 

and  moralists,  and  life  as  it  is,  drawn  ^eUs  I  have  to  encounter.     They 

,     -,  .                          J     T    •       £B  merely  pass  dirty  Imen  through  very 

by  Union  surgeons  and  reheving  offi-  ^^    '^^^^      ^he  smell  of  the  lineb 

cers,  nothing  is  more  striking  than  the  iteelf,  when  so  washed,  is  very  offen- 

contrast  between  the  delineations  of  sive,  and  must  have  an  injurious  efiect 

decent  poverty,  clean  though  patched,  on  the  h^th  of  the  occupants.    The 

.  ^    1     ^.      -                ,  *v.J^^    MA  filth  of  their  dwellings  18  excessive ;  so 

given  by  the  former,  and  the  squahd  .^  ^j^^.^  ^^^^^^  gf^j^      ^1^^^  ^^^^ 

indigence   represented  by  the  latter,  attend  my  surgery,  I  am  always  obliged 

Yet  each  picture  may  be  true;  for,  to  have  the  door  open.    When  I  am 

like  the  knights  in  the  story,  the  con-  coming  down  stairs  from  my  parlour. 

4^«.»».:..i:»».  ««^  i^^v;««i»  .«-  ^^^s,^ni^^  I  know  at  the  distance  of  a  flight  of 
troversmlists  are  looking  at  opposite  „.^'^  „v,^#i,«,  ^v.^^^  -«^  «««.  .^«  •*• 
*.v      V.,,     ^      .   '  3    n  '  stones  wnetner  there  are  any  poor  pa- 
sides  of  the  shield.    Great,  indeed,  is  tients  in  the  surgery." 

the  difference  between  the  poor  of  the  There  is  evidence  also  of  the  want 

poet,  who  0f  ^ater  in   Manchester,  the  Truro 

Amomrth.  ^uih^^\^^^uT^  Union,  the  Audley  dUtrict  of  the  New- 

B5t'±?b;b2rtlff  SSS^tScStoH"  ««"«  Union  in  Staffordshire,  the  Don- 

,    ,                -  ,^ .     ,       ,          ",  mow,  Bishop's  Stortford,  Lexden,  and 

"^V^^JTL      T^    T  .T  '  ^  fj"  Winstree,  Unions;  in  Glasgow,  Aber- 

scnbed  by  Mr.  John  Liddle,  m  the  g^.^^.       jj           ^^ 

Report  on  which  we  commented  four  ^.^roath,  &c.  &c. 

weeks  ««<^  *  •  In  Edinburgh  the  poor  have  to  travel 

Yet,  as  both  these  varieties  of  po-  . ,     ui    j.  ^         ^  ^      ^         ^ 

,'.,,,             ^.            .      ,,  a  considerable  distance  for  water,  and 

verty   exist,   the   question    naturally  a        ^            •«      i:        • 

/                 1.  ^           ^y        ,  .    1  afterwards  carry  it  up  five,  SIX,  or  seven 

springs  up,  what   are  the   obstacles  .  .       ,    rr         i.  t\    d  o  \x  at 

*..  °             X  .!-•          A.         .  .      X  stair.    In  Tranent,  Dr.  S.  Scott  Alison 

which  prevent  the  one  from  nsingto  ,                         £\ai      jf 

xi_   1      1    1.  xi_     XI-     •  *ias  seen  women  fighting  for  water, 

the  level  of  the  othei  f  ^        •     -d  *i.      t.-  u  • 

T    xi.    ^    ^    t        xi_  Even  in  Bath,  which  is  compara- 

In  the  first  place,  then,  in  many  or  ..    ,         ,i  .       ,.  j      -xi.       x       xi. 

^^      !        J  n  .            -  tively  well  supplied  with  water,  the 

most  towns  there  is  a  deficiency  of  -,       vt    j  *    /.  x  i.  -x  i* 

^    ^            ,          ,•:, ,  poor  are  often  obliged  to  fetch  it  from 

water  to  an  extent  scarcely  credible.  ,.  -             rn    x^    •  j  i     x  xi_«   j.* 
_,         .Tj       xt.               i.  x.x*  distance.    To  the  indolent  this  dif- 

Even   in  London  there  are  districts  i.    i.    .                   ..  .,'^                  xi. 

, .  ,                 X  u  ji            1.  J       T  ficulty  IS  an  impossibihty ;  even  to  the 

which  are  wretchedly  supphed.     In  x.      .x .      i          t    t*    •             j. 

.-^yv  .^    ,       ,        .      /      r^\  . ,         ^  active  it  is  a  loss.    In  Pans,  according 

Whitechapel.  water  «  not  liudon  to  ^^  ^  chadwick,  the  cost  of  filtered 

the  houses  occupied  by  the  labouring  .                  j  '   x     i.            i.     xi. 

1          1.  i.  *u     1L.4  1.  -A  XL-.           1  water  conveyed  into  houses    by  the 

classes,  but  they  fetch  it  from  a  plug  .   ,  ''           .,        m^  t         • 

^.  ^       _x      mi.     *    .  ui      *  J  •  earners  is  two  sous  the  pailful,  or  nine 
in  the  courts.    The  trouble  of  doing  ,  .„.          .          i.-i   xi.    i.-  i.    x     . 
5.  shillings  a  ton ;  while  the  highest  pnce 

of%Sr^*°.grH';S??ffi^'?SSrS  «l>arged  by  the  water  companies  in 

tion  of  Grwt  Britain ;  with  appendices,  &c.  the  difference  between  indmdual  and 
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combined  labour;  between  rude  manual  At  Paris,  again,  Parent-Duchdtelet  as- 

exertion,  and  the  machines  of  Savary  certained  that  the  proportion  of  sick  at 

and  Watt !  the  prison  of  St.  Lazarus  was  greater 

It  seems  that  the  Poor  Law  Com-  even    than    at    other    badly   situated 

mission ers    have      been  urgently    re-  prisons.    He   found  that  the  wooden 

quested  to  supply  villages  with  water  cistern  was  in  bad  order,  and  full  of 

by  allowing  the  necessary  charges  to  eonferviB,  and  that  the  water  had  a 

be  defrayed  out   of  the    poor-rates  ;  '<  detestable  and  truly  repulsive  taste." 

"  but  they  could  only  express    their  The  water,  moreover,  of  this  hospital 

regret  that   the    law    gave  them   no  resembles  that  of  the  Salp^tri^re  in  the 

power  to  allow  such  a  mode  of  obtain-  quantity  of  sulphate  of  lime  and  pur- 

ing  the  benefit  sought."    At  present  gative  salts  which'  it  contains ;  and  in 

the  poor-law  is  potent  only  for  ill  *.  the  hospital,  as  well  as  the  hospice, 

water  gruel,  but  no  water.     Ah !  qu*  il  chronic  diarrhoea  is  a  prevalent  disease. 

titi  difficile  de  /aire  le  bien ;  il  n*y  a  Another  point  in  which  the  poor  as 

yue  U  mat  He  facile  kfaire,  they  arc  differ  from  the  poor  as  they 

The  most  striking  instance  of  habi-  might  be,  is  the  bad  ventilation  of  their 
tual  non- washing  to  be  met  with  in  this  places  of  work.  The  fact,  that  air  to 
Report,  is  at  Edinburgh,  where  Mr.  be  wholesome  must  be  renewed,  is  by 
Chadwick  talks  of  a  question  and  no  means  universally  diffused;  and 
answer  more  than  once  repeated :  masters,  not  deficient  in  humanity, 
<'  When  were  you  last  washed  ?" —  waste  the  lives  of  their  workmen  for 
''  When  I  was  last  in  prison."  So  that  want  of  a  ventilation  which  might  be 
recommittal  to  jail  might  be  looked  procured  by  the  profits  of  a  week, 
upon  in  these  wynds  as  a  blessing  in  *'  My  people,"  says  the  Hebrew  Pro- 
disguise,  being  the  sole  or  readiest  phet,  *'  are  destroyed  for  lack  of  know- 
portal  to  soap,  water,  and  a  towel !  ledge."    Place  a  plain  scientific  truth 

The  next  difficulty  experienced  by  before  a  man,  and  spleen,  distrust,  nay 

the  poor  is  that  of  obtaining  gwd  avarice  itself,  in  time  give  way  ;  and 

water ;   the  supply  may  be  plentiful,  physiology  meets  with  almost  as  ready 

but  bad.     Indeed,  this  is  a  constant  a  reception  as  the  multiplication  table, 

and  just  complaint  in  London,   not  Mr.ThomasBrownlow,  a  tailor,  aged 

only  among  the  lower,  but  the  middle  52,  gives  some  interesting  evidence  on 

classes ;  and  the  remedy  will  never  be  this  topic,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 

complete  till  the  oflice  of  supplying  Report.      When    a    journeyman,    he 

the  kingdom  with  water  is  taken  out  of  worked  at  Messrs.  Allen's  of  Old  Broad- 

the  hands  of  private  companies,  and  street,  with  80  or  100  men,  and  at  the 

becomes  a  national  concern,  instead  of  Stultzes,  where  the  number  was  about 

the  object  of  petty  huckstei'ing  among  250.    The  men  at  Allen's  sat  nearly 

rival  dealers.  knee  to  knee :  what  with  animal  caloric, 

The  effects  of  bad  water  are  some-  and  the  heat  of  tlie  irons,  the  tempera- 
times  shown  on  a  large  scale.  Thus  ture  was  twenty  or  thirty  degrees  higher 
the  troops  at  Cork,  being  supplied  with  than  that  of  the  air  outside ;  young  men 
water  mixed  with  the  contents  of  from  the  country  fainted  from  the  heat 
sewers,  and  rendered  brackish  by  the  and  closeness,  and  in  the  coldest  win- 
tide,  suffered  from  dysentery:  Mr.  ter  nights  large  thick  tallow  candles 
Bell,  their  surgeon,  suspecting  tjhe  melted  and  fell  over  from  the  heat, 
cause,  let  water  be  fetched  from  the  The  worse  the  air,  the  worse  the 
Lady's  Well ;  subkUA  caiuA,  toUitur  habits  of  the  men  who  work  in  it ;  de- 
effecUu  —  the  dysentery   disappeared,  pression  calls  for  stimulus,  and  gin  and 
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beer  supply,  in  a  destructive  manner,  ment  of  the  candles   and   gas-lights 

the  want  of  oxygen.     Thus,  in  the  which  glare  over  their  midnight  toik  : 

shops  of  which  Brownlow  speaks,  gin  for,  while  tailors  usually  leave  their 

was  brought  in  four  times  a  day ;  at  shops  at  7  or  8,  milliners  slave  on  to  an 

7  and  II  in  the  morning,  and  at  3  and  indefinite  hour. 

5  in  the  afternoon.  Nor  are  the  sleeping-rooms  of  the 

In  country  places,  where  tailors  work  working  classes  a  bit  better.    In  Aber- 

alone,  or  but  two  or  three  together,  deen,  according  to  Mr.  Isaac  Gilchrist, 

spirits  and  beer  are  far  less  drunk.  a  surgeon  of  the  town,  six,  eight,  or  ten 

Besides  the   uneasy   feverish   state  persons  not  unfrequently  occupy  one 

which  must  be  produced  by  the  alter-  room ;    and   these   are    often    single 

nate  depression  and  exaltation  of  the  women,  employed  at  the  manufactories 

London   system,  the  journeyman   is  during  the  day,  and  huddled  together 

worn  out  ten  years  sooner ;  at  forty  he  at  night. 

is  older  in  constitution  than  the  country  If  any  one  wishes,  however,  to  know 

workman  is  at  fifty.    In  point  of  fact,  how  closely  human   beings   may   be 

the  London  tailor  is  superannuated  at  packed  together,  he  should  read  Dr. 

fifty  years  of  age,  and  is  thought  unfit  Mitchell's  account  of  a  lodging-shop, 

to  do  a  day's  work.  as  it  is  termed,  for  minera.     In  a  room 

John  Fowler,  a  superannuated  tailor,  eighteen  feet  by  fifteen,  he  found  four- 

who  comments  on  Brownlow's  evidence^  teen  beds ;  one  half  being  supported  on 

agrees  with  him  generally,  but  thinks  posts,  and  placed  exactly  over  the  re- 

that  less  beer  and  spirits  are  now  con-  maining  half.    Each  of  these  beds  was 

sumed  in  the  workshops,  and  observes  intended  for  two  men,  but  when  the 

that  the  crowding  of  the  large  shops  mines  are  in  full  play,  they  are  capable 

occurs  only  during  the  season.  of  receiving  three  men  each,  and,  in 

Charles  Dobson,  a  man  of  58,  who  case  of  need,  a  boy  might  he  across  at 

has  been  a  tailor  since  he  was  16,  has  their  feet ! 

always  lived  in  the  country ;  yet  even  he  Dr.  Mitchell  says  that  39  or  40  per- 
has  suffered  from  working  with  seven  or  sons  might  have  slept  there ;  but  it  is 
eight  men  whom  he  employed,  in  a  obvious  that,  if  his  previous  account  is 
close  shop.  Though  there  was  very  correct,  56  would  be  the  possible  limit, 
little  drinking,  the  men  grew  giddy,  How  even  the  smaller  number  can  live 
and  in  warm  weather  he  felt  faint,  from  through  the  night,  is  inexplicable.  He 
the  closeness,  the  stoves,  and  the  hot  thinks,  with  great  probability,  that 
irons.  He  has  known  many  men,  more  these  lodging-houses  are  more  destrne^ 
than  fifty  years  old,  who  are  perfectly  tive  than  the  air  of  the  mines.  Wil- 
able  to  go  on  working;  as  they  advance  liam  Eddy,  a  miner,  gives  an  account 
in  age,  they  are  obliged  to  give  up  of  one  of  these  crowded  sties,  in  which 
from  defective  sight,  but  from  nothing  he  was  wont  to  lie.  Dr.  Mitchell's  sup- 
else,  position  was  realized  there,  for  a  bed 

The  remedy  for  these  evils  is  an  oh-  often  contained  three  of  these  human 

vious  one — ventilate  the  rooms.    It  is  swine,  besides  one  at  the  foot.    '*  The 

satisfactory  to  say  that  this  has  been  breathing  at  night,  when  all  were  in 

done  by  the  Stultzes,  and  also  in  some  bed,  was  dreadful." 

shops  at  Glasgow.  Miners  are  worn  ont  soon  alter  forty 

Milliners    and     dress  -  makers     are  years  of  age ;  but  how  much  of  this 

equally  injured  by  the  defective  ventiW  premature  decay  is  to  be  attributed  to 

tion  of  the  crowded  rooms  in  which  the  lodging-shops,  and  how  much  to 

they  work ;  with  the  additional  detri-  work   in    the   mines,    it   is   not  for 
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physician    nor   physiologist   to  deter-  could  usurp  the  place  of  facts  aiid  real 

mine.  occurrences.    There  is  nothing  imagiuary  or 

ta  :-.     t       Ai.   1.    11  ^u        '1  '   n  ^  extravagant  in  the  belief,  that,  even  with  the 

It  18  clear  that  all  the  evil  influences  ^^owlc^  which  may  he  rightly  viewed  as 

which  we  have  discussed  in  the  present  at  present  well  understood  and  firmly  esU- 

article  admit  of  remedies  j  either  from  hlished  in  medical  science,  it  is  quite  possi- 

*ia^»a«.  i.««^»^T»«^w.  ^«  i«^*ni« *;.«<.  ««  ^^®  ^^^  ^^^  studcut,  mthlu  the  period  ordi- 

pnvate  benevolence  or  legislative  en-  ^^ly  allotted  to  his  educationVao  to  arm 

actment.  When  the  cholera  spread  ter-  his  mind  with  practical  learning,  and  im- 
ror  among  the  opulent  classes,  the  dwell-    prove  his  capacity  of  obearvation,  as  to  de- 

ings  of  the  indigent  were  purified  by  I!l?^**\^  into  near  approach  to  thU  sup- 
J,  °^  ,,  v.vj  posed  standard,  before  the  commencement  of 

force ;  could  not  this  be  done  to  avert    those  real  scenes  in  which  he  is  required  to 

diseases,  which,  though  less  suddenly  think  and  act  for  himself.    Against  the  prac- 

sweeping,  are  more  permanently   de-  ^^iUty  of  attaining  this  position,  it  may 

j_     *•      •»  fT«i_  -J       T-n     xi_  ^  wged,  as  an  apparently  valid  objection, 

strucUve  ?  The  poor,  said  a  phUanthro-  that,  in  the  Uving  oi^anism,  Uke  causes  are 

pist,  are  the  children  of  the  state ;  and  not  always  attended  with  like  sequences ; 

it  might  be  expedient,  in  some  casesi  phenomena  which  may  be  symptoms  of  one 

4^  ♦.«»„*  *u-..«  i:i-«  ^i,:ij -   J        -J  '^^  ™*y  equally  characterize  another  con- 

to  treat  them  bke  children,  and  guide  jition  of  diJ^asef  both,  apparently  simOar, 

them,  when  they  eannot  be  taught,  but  in  reality  distinguished  by  essential  and 
Still  more  necessary  is  it  to  set  bounds    inoportant  differences.    How^  therefore,  is 

to  the  cupidit,  of  master  «.d  land-  ^J^^^eT  .^oM^'r™  ZlZ 
lords,  and  prevent  them  fiom  coining  diagnosis,  and  the  unhappy  consequences  of 
blood  for  drachmas.  a  misconceived  and  misdirected  treatment  ? 

But  the  fact  is,  that,  notwithstanding  all 

that  we  have  said  of  the  uncertainties  of 
CLINICAL  LECTURES,  medical  practice,  the  obscurity  which  over- 

Bt  Fredbrick  Tyrrell,  Esq.  cation  of  any,  the  simplest  remedy,  involves. 

Surgeon  and  Lecturer  on  ainical  Surgery,  at    *1*®**  ^^  landmarks  in  the  true  philosophy 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital  School.  of  diagnosis  which  guide  the  observant  mind 

-^—  to  conclusions  of  great  exactness.     In  the 

Lecture  II.  preceding  lecture  this  subject  was  exemplified 

ru,  V  '      A  m  ^y  ^^^  cases   of  ulcer   of  the   leg,   both 

un  I'eiffnea  XMmoscs.  strikingly  similar  as  regarded  external  charac- 

Is  a  former  lecture  allusion  was  cursorily  ters,  but  of  which  one  owed  its  appearance 

made  to   the   general   laws   in  which  the  to  irritation  acting  on,  and  confined  to  the 

student   should   seek  for  guidance   in   de-  part,  while  the  other  was  equally  dependent 

termining  the  character    of   any  present-  upon  causes  of  disturbance  operating  through 

ing  case,  or,  in  more  professional  phraseo*  the  channel  of  the  general  system.     If,  then, 

logy,  in  the  formation  of  diagnosis.     Since,  it  be  quite  practicable  to  discriminate  between 

however,  these  laws  are  weakened  by  nume-  such  cases,  whatever  the  gradations  of  in- 

rous  exceptions,  and  beset  by  many  ambi-  tensity  or  difference  under  which  they  occur, 

gutties  when  practically  applied,  it  becomes  it  is  certain  that,  in  every  instance,  the  practi- 

desirable,  before  explaining  the  best  method  tioner  may   place  himself  on  a  clear  and 

of  collectively  surveying  the  particulars  of  a  intelligible  vantage  ground  from  which  to 

case,  or  toih'n^  a  case,  to  attempt  the  removal  diiect  the  scheme  of  treatment.     It  is  this 

of  some  of  these  perplexities,  by  indicating  accurate  recognition  of  the  conditions  of  dis- 

the  avenues  through  which,  in  varied  and  ease  that  should  engage  the  aspiration  of  every 

subtle  forms,  imposition,  fallacy,  and  error,  scientific  practitioner.     This  is  the  eminence 

may  stigmatize  reputation,  and  contaminate  to  which  experience  exalts  the  veteran  in  the 

the  conclusions  of  the  mind.     If  all  young  warfare  of  actual  practice.     But  the  most 

practitioners  were  to  proceed  on  the  plan  of  fertile  and  frequent  source  of  difficulty,  in 

estimating  every  example  of  disease,  what-  the  prompt  and  certain  recognition  of  dis- 

ever  its  phase  or  grade  of  intensity,  as  a  ease,  which  harasses  the  old  and  experienced, 

aepante  essence    or    entity,    ebaracterixed  as  much  as  it  discourages  and  perplexes  the 

invariably  and  necessarily  by  an  assemblage  junior  practitioner,  is  unquestionably  refer- 

of  definite  particulars  or  phenomena,  like  a  rible  to  the  circumstance,  that  diseases  sel- 

figure  in  geometry,   or  an  experiment  in  dom  or  never  occur  in  a  separate  and  iso- 

chemistry,  no  instance  would  occur  in  which  lated    state.      The    conditions,    upon  the 

a  manufactured  story  of  subjective  incidents  presence  of  which  one  may  depend,  may 
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be  so  cleiely  interwoyen  with  those  of  -constantinhip-diieaies of scroiulQUt children, 
another,  that  the  resulting  symptoms  may  was  oftentimes  regarded,  and  positively 
assnme  a  compound  or  mean  character,  treated,  as  a  morbid  action  originating  in, 
which,  distinctive  of  neither,  yet  belonging  to  and  confined  to,  the  part  itself ;  and  no  oon- 
each,  may  conduct  to  very  erroneous  infe-  ception  was  ever  formed  of  its  dependonee 
renoes  of  diagnosis.  In  the  succeeding  lee-  upon  some  other  and  remoter  source  of  mis- 
tures  it  will  be  my  duty  to  introduce  you,  as  chief— remoter,  that  is,  from  the  sphere  of 
far  as  possible,  into  an  acquaintance  with  careless,  idle,  and  uninquisitive  obsOTatioii. 
those  principles  and  tact  which  uiv)b8enrant  That  annoying  irritability  and  pain  which 
experience  would  consume  many  years  in  so  frequently  affects  the  glans  penis  under 
accumulating.  circumstances  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  was, 
I  have  thought  it  desirable  to  offer  here  a  few  with  equal  error  and  discredit,  ranged  in  the 
general  observations,  before  proceeding  more  ill-selected  category  of  bond/ide  disease, 
immediately  to  the  business  of  the  present  You  must  not  forget  that  the  human  body, 
lecture<— that,  namely,  of  considering  the  whose  mechanism  is  undoubtedly  the  subject 
several  sources  from  which  fallacious  and  of  your  daily  study  and  admiration,  and 
inaficniate  evidence  may  obstruct  the  forma-  whose  derangements  you  will  soon  discover 
tion  of  correct  judgment  or  sound  diagnosis  will  be  the  absorbing  topics  of  your  nightly 
in  the  ordinary  examination  of  disease.  reflections,  is  not  an  automatic  compound  of 
There  are  instances,  by  no  means  infine-  integral  and  independent  elements,  between 
.  quent  in  occurrence,  in  which  persons  affected  which  no  communion  or  community,  either 
.  with  disease  exvrciae  a  searching  inquiry  into  of  pleasure  or  of  pain,  subsists,  like  tlie  corn- 
all  forms  of  books,  without  ceremony  as  to  plexly  partitioned  habitation  of  Alcyonidal 
their  antiquity  or  modemness,  in  which  they  rolyps,  but  is  rather  an  organism  whose 
are  likely  to  be  rewarded  with  an  account  of  component  structures,  alike  remote  and 
their  case.  They  become  thus  philosophers  proximate,  are  united  most  wonderfully  and 
in  vain  imagination,  and  soon  assimilate  intricately  together  by  bonds  of  intimate 
their  case  to  the  portraiture  of  suffering  sympathy.  The  universal  prevalence  of  tiliis 
which  some  favourite  quack  author  may  sympathy  renders  it  impossible  that  one 
have  fervidly  and  eloquently  drawn.  Thus  organ  or  part  in  the  general  whole  could 
impressed  with  a  well  and  clearly  conceived  submit  to  the  ravages  of  disease  without  in- 
notion  of  their  own  distressing  state,  they  volving  in  a  common  disturbance  the  corn- 
approach  the  medical  attendant  with  such  a  ponent  systems  of  the  body.  These  indi- 
fluent  and  compactly  modelled  statement  of  cations  of  sympathy  are  not  unfrequently 
their|own  infirmities,  as  to  convince  him  that  confusing  obscurities  between  the  mind  and 
they  positively  labour  under  the  disease  the  its  arrival  at  correct  conclusions  in  diagnosis, 
symptoms  of  which  they  so  minutely  and  Take  care  lest  you  also  fall  under  the  con- 
accurately  enumerate.  demnation  which  we  have  just  pronounced 
Gentlemen,  in  such  cases  there  is  no  de-  upon  the  mistakes  of  our  less  tutored  pre- 
sigiied  imposture  :  a  false  impression  is  decessors,  and  confound  the  secondary  indi- 
actnally  wrought  upon  the  enfeebled  imagina-  rations  of  sympathy  with  the  primary  reali- 
tion  of  the  sufferer ;  and  this  disordered  ties  of  disease.  But  it  is  extremely  impor- 
impression  it  is  whidi  moulds  and  animates  tant  to  understand  that  these  remote  pains 
his  story.  Fortify  yourselves  against  the  of  sympathy  are  not  fictitious,  or  pretended 
baneful  errors  into  which  a  tale  handled  with  for  the  ends  of  deception  and  gain :  they  are 
such  skill  and  dexterity  would  inevitsbly  truly  physical  manifestations  of  disease, 
involve  the  incompetent  and  ill-informed  There  is  no  class  of  diseases  with  which  I 
practitioner ;  nor  falsely  impute  to  an  inno-  am  acquainted  in  which  it  is  so  important, 
cent  patient  the  intention  or  desire  of  deoo-  in  order  to  an  accurate  formation  of  disg- 
rating  the  history  of  his  case  with  garbled  nosis,  to  distinguish  the  actually  local  from 
and  counterfeit  incidents  as  unreal  in  occur-  the  constitutional  malady,  as  in  that  which  is 
rence  as  they  are  plausiblv  linked  in  the  known  as  the  hytterical.  A  part  may  be  the 
picture  which  he  offers  of  his  case :  this  seat  of  the  most  acute  pain,  and  yet  be  in  a 
were  an  error  as  unhappy  as  the  other  would  state  of  perfect  freedom  from  organic  disease, 
be  dangerous.  but  the  vehement  expressions  which  the  pa- 
in periods  of  greater  ignorance  among  tient  may  employ  in  thedescriptionof  her  suf- 
medical  practitioners  than  that  in  which  we  fering,  when  the  finger  approaches  the  affected 
live,  it  was  a  circumstance  which  seldom  part,  may  readily  invite  the  unpractised  ob- 
happened  that  mere  sympathetic  signs  and  server  of  disease  into  a  learned  scheme  of 
affections,  which  stand  only  in  a  remote  and  local  treatment,  as  creditable  to  his  honoura- 
indirect  relation  to  the  real  disease,  were  ble  fame  as  it  was  advantageous  and  condu- 
dearly  and  intelligently  discriminated  from  cive  to  the  welfare  of  his  patient !  I  sin- 
the  substantive  seat  and  cause  of  distress,  oerely  hope,  and  confidently  believe,  that  it 
That  painful  sensation,  having  its  apparent  will  never  be  said  of  any  of  you,  who  enjoy 
residence  in  the  knee,  which  is  so  remarkably  the  fertile  advantages  for  the  cultivation  of 
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medical  study  which  this  extensile  institv-  hits  two  well-marked  dtvisioris  ;   of  which 

tion  affords,  that  he  has  mistaken  the  local  one  mnj  be  described  as  a  prompt  tact  and 

sympathies  of   hysteria,    however    obscure  acuteness  in  discriminating  the   real  from 

their  form  or  protean  their  character,  for  the  fictitious,  the  exaggerated  representation 

the  signs  of  an  actually  existing  disease.  from   the  actual  measure  of  suffering,  the 

But  oi  all  the  numerous  difficulties  which  indisputable    substance    from     the    verbal 

are  calculated  to  bring  into  discredit  the  shadow  of  the  disease,  which  a  long  course 

judgment  and  character  of  a  medical  man,  of  observant  experience  may  ensure  to  the 

there  is  not  one,  that  I  have  yet  known,  older  practitioner ;  whilst  the  other  may  be 

which  is  attended  by  circumstances  of  greater  emp hatioolly  denominated  the   method  by 

mortification  than  that  in  which  a  physician  scientific   analysis.    This  last  I  introduce 

or  surgeon  is  surreptitiously  drawn  into  the  in  terms  of  anxious  recommendation,  not  on 

position  of  mistaking  the  affected  tale,  the  the  score  only  that  it  is  the  best  calculated 

artful  assumptions,  and  the  adroit  trickery  to  secure  for  you  a  safe  exemption  from  the 

of  a  designing  impostor,  for  the  expression  mortifying  errors,  and  staining  disgrace,  into 

of  an  actually  felt  pain,  or  the  outbreak  of  which  the  jugglery  of  an  im}K)8tQr  may  per- 

teal  disease.  chance  entangle  you,  but   rather   on  the 

All  men,  as  well  in  private  as  in  public  higher  ground  of  the  direct  tendency  which 

practice,  are  exposed  to  liabilities  of  impo-  it  has  of  disciplining  the  mind  into  a  logical 

sition  by  persons  whoy^^  the  character  of  and  consecutive  me&od  of  thinking,  and  of 

disease.    Those,  however,  who  are  engaged  exercising  its  faculties  of  apprehension  and 

in  the  medical  practice  of  public  institutions,  reasoning  on  a  plan,  and  in  conformity  with 

in  the  army  or  navy,  or  those  who  devote  a  process,  which,  of  all  others,  is  the  roost 

themselves  to  the    medical   attendance    of  fitted  to  improve  its  powers,  and  teach  it 

clubs,  or  other  large  assemblies  of  individuals  that  precision  of  analysis  which  accuracy, 

or  families  on  the  club  system  among  the  either  in  determining  the  nature,  or  in  esti- 

crowded  population  of  mining  and  manufac-  ^  mating  the  combined  value  of  any  mass  of 

turing  districts,  are  more  particularly  those  evidence,  under  all  circumstances,  requires. 

tipon  whom  this  species  of  imposture  is  For  the  purpose  of  illustration,  let  it  be 

most  frequently  practised.     Since  many  of  supposed  that  a  case  of  an  obscure  nature  is 

you  whom  I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  ad-  brought  for  examination,  and  that  the  sur- 

dress  may  be  ultimately  carried  into  one  or  geon  reasons  upon  it  in  this  way. 

other  of  these  sevend  destinations  which  This  person  declares  that  he  suffers  under 

await  the  youthful  members  of  our  pro-  the  disease  A.     From  some  of  the  symptoms 

fession,  our  time  will  be  found  not  to  have  which  he  describes,  1  am  rather  inclined  to 

been  misspent  if  I  present  you  with  a  few  believe  that  the  case  is  really  one  of  the 

points,  and  recount  to  you  a  few  of  the  many  disease  A.     But  there  is  an  obstacle  of  a 

instances  of  attempted  imposition  and  fraud  two-fold  character  which  I  feel  I  must  sur- 

which  a  long  and  active  career  of  private  and  mount  before  I  can  wilh  safety  repose  full 

public  engagements  in   my  profesmon  has  confidence  in  this  incipient  belief ;  the  first 

brought  within  the  sphere  of  my  notice.  of  which  is,  that  the  account  which  he  has 

It  was  formerly  observed  that  the  majority  given  me  of  the  situation  of  the  mischief, 

of  the  phases  and  forms  which  disease  as-  and  the  direction  in  tvhich  the  sympathetic 

Bumes  in  the  human  subject  is  distingubh-  pains  radiate,  and  the  order  of  time  in  which 

able  by  an  assemblage  of  more  or  less  clearly  the  best  indications  which  aro  usually  said 

defined  particulars.     By  all  modem  as  well  to  mark   the  progress  of   the    case   have 

as  antiquated  authors  in  our  science  these  appeared,  have  not  a  suflSciently  close  cor- 

are  known  as  the  pathognomonic  signs  of  a  respondence  with  the  account  which  the  best 

disease.    The  presence  or  supervention  of  authors  have  offered,  or  which  my  experience 

another  disease  whose  signs  may  simulate  would  induce  me  to  believe  as  the  roost 

the  character,  or  present  some  resemblance  correct  of  this  said  disease  A.    The  other 

to  those  indicative  of  the  pre-existing  affec-  is,  that  there  are  two  other  diseases,  M  and 

tion,   by  introducing  complication  or  ob-  N,  between  which  and  the  present  case  I 

scurity  into  the  picture   afforded    by  the  could  not  confidently  mark  out  any  definite 

original  marks,  may  obviously  augment  the  limit  of  distinction.     Now  the  question  is, 

difficulty   of   recognizing    their    character,  to  which  of  these  three  examples  of  disease, 

But  within  certain  limits,  it  may  be  repeated,  A,  M,  and  N,  does  this  case  really  belong, 

that  every  practitioner,  how  young  or  incx-  and  if  to  neither,  what  alternative  suppo- 

perienoed  soever  he  may  be,  may  supply  sition  is  there  left  me  ?    I  suppose  only  that 

himself  with  abundant  means  by  which  to  of  believing  that  it  is  no  case  at  aU-^-unless, 

obviate  the  unpleasantness  whidi  a  judgment,  indeed,  it  be  admitted  as  a  very  fine  instance 

as  formally  as  it  was,  perhaps,  falsely  pro-  of  humbug — for  the  old  classic  adage  sayv, 

nounced  in  regard  to  these  cases  of  assumed  *'  ejt  nihih  nil  fli.*'    Observe,  I  pray  you, 

diseases,  will  infidlibly  entail.    The  method  gentlemen,  that  suspicion  at  this  stage  of  the 

of  detection,  in  such  cases,  resolves  itself  examination  puts  forth  her  inquisitive  whis- 
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pen ;  and  the  imposture  is  being  armigned  as   contradistinguished  from    the  spurioos 

before  the  tribunal  of  justice.    The  examiner  manifestations  of  disease,  before  closmg  the 

proceeds  and  says : — Now  from  observation  process  of  investigation  ;  and  the  occurrence 

and  reading  I  know  that  the  disease  A  is  of  error  will  be  well  guarded  against, 

inyariably  distinguished  by  the  symptoms  Cases  of  feigned  disease  present  the  most 

B,  C|  and  D,  and  generally,  also,  £  and  F ;  numerous  and  diversified  possible  shades  of 

bnt  according  to  thb  person's  account,  C  form  and  character. 

and  D,  the  most  important  symptoms,  are  I  recollect  a  case  of  a  woman,  many  years 
really  not  mentionea  or  noticed ;  while  E  since,  in  this  hospital,  who  obtained  admis- 
and  F  are  pourtrayed  in  very  extravagant  sion  for  a  sore  on  the  breast,  which  was  sup- 
language  :  but  the  most  anomalous  dis-  posed  to  partake  of  a  malignant  character, 
crepancy  of  any  is,  that  the  sign  B,  which  is  But  after  some  time  it  was  fouttd  to  assume 
said  by  every  one  to  happen  at  the  very  very  singular  intermissions,  which  came  on 
earliest  commencement  of  the  disease,  has  after  the  proposal  of  an  operation  lor  the 
positively,  in  this  case,  occurred  at  the  end,  removal  of  the  breast.  The  proposal  was 
aImoit»  of  the  changes  through  which  the  founded  upon  the  suspicion  that  the  case 
disease  has  passed,  even  several  days  after  was  periodically  aggravated  by  some  artificial 
E  and  P,  which  are  remote  but  by  no  means  means,  for  it  was  always  fomsd  that  when 
necessary  consequences.  the  necessity  for  the  operation  was  stronglj 

But  it  is  really  very  odd  what  this  case  pressed,  the  sore  rapidly  improved,  but 
can  be.  It  might  certainly  be  an  obscure  if  overlooked  for  a  short  tiniie  it  would 
form  of  M ;  but  then,  other  very  important  again  relapse  into  a  very  irritaMe  and  pain- 
signs,  G  and  H,  ought  to  be  present,  and  fol  state. 

very  prominent  too ;  and  B,  which  happened  The  mystic  fluctuations  of  this  case  were 

so  late  in  this  case)  should  have  presented  shortly  afterwards  explained  by  the  discovery 

only  in  a  very  minor  degree,  and  at  a  very  of  a  portion  of  Emp.  Lytts  in  the  adjacent 

different  stage  of  its  course.     And  it  cannot  cupboard ;  so  that  it  became  better  or  worse 

be  the  disease  N,  for  then  C  and  D  ought  according  to  whether  this  irritating  agent 

to  have  been  very  prominent ;  but  they  are  was  applied  or  not.     It  was  by  no  means 

here  altogether  absent.     But  there  is  one  diflScult    to  undentand  the  motive  which 

other  consideration,  which  I  view  as  a  very  prompted  to  imposture  in   this    instance, 

serious  one,  against  the  history  which  this  Immediately  that  doubt  or  suspicion  is  raised 

man  has  drawn  of  his  case.    .'Hie  ehdracter  in  the  examination  of  any  case,  let  the  ques- 

of  the  symptoms  which  are  present  is  very  tion  be  at  once  settled  whether  there  can 

unlike  that  of  the  reality.     He  says  that  the  be  any  strong  motive  in  the  person  for  the 

pain  in  the  symptom  B  is  very  acute,  and  affectation  of  illness.  If  the  motive  be  proba- 

aggravated  considerably    by    tlie   slightest  ble   and  evident,  suspicion  should  be   the 

pressure.  more  strongly  entertained.     In  the  example 

Now  it  ought  orthodoxly  to  be,  that  the  which  has  just  been  related,  who  could  have 
painshould  be  of  an  obtuse  quality,  and  that  doubted  that  the  thoughts  of  the  lady  were 
relief  rather  than  pain  should  be  experienced  ardentiy  set  upon  the  luxuries  of  a  comfort- 
on  pressure.  Then  what  judgment  csn  I  able  bed,  the  cleanliness  of  a  well  ventilated 
pronounce  with  respect  to  thenatureof  this  apartment,  the  exemption  from  care  and 
case  ?  lliere  are  numerous  and  unequivocal  labour,  which  the  liberal  charity  of  an  hos- 
flaws  in  the  chain  of  the  evidence.  There  pital  conferred — in  fact,  the  bliss  of  idleness  ? 
are  contradictions  of  time  and  character  in  In  regard  to  the  locedity  which  this  cace 
the  reputed  symptoms.  There  is,  in  &ct,  should  occupy  in  the  nosology  of  feigned 
in  the  collective  aspect  of  the  case,  an  disease,  it  may  be  correctiy  enough  classified 
air  of  inversion  and  deceit,  which  excites  under  that  genus  of  imposture  which  may  be 
my  suspicion.  Is  it^  or  is  it  not,  a  case  called  deceit  by  aggravation,  for  the  sore  here 
of  imposture  ?  or  is  it  a  defective  image  originated  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
of  disease,  which  a  morbid  imagination  has  woman,  but  was  subsequently* a^jrrava/e<f  by 
incoherentiy  attempted  to  produce  ?  An  the  fraudulent  and  intentional  application  of 
instance  in  which  considerable  difficulty  was  irritating  substances.  The  case  therefore 
felt  in  the  establishment  of  dbgnosis  has  was  not  feigned.  But  the  following  is  a  re- 
been  thus  hypothetically  pictured,  with  a  view  markable  instance  of  a  disease,  artificial  and 
to  niustrete,  by  the  assistance  of  a  direct  ex-  ingeniously  produced,  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ample,  that  path  of  analytic  inquiry  which  ject  of  deception. 

the  mind  pursues,  in  closely  and  seriously  A  butcher,  who  although  himself  attached 

tracing  out  the  weight  and  tendency  of  any  to  his  country,  cared  littie  about  its  protec- 

present  sum  of  particulars.     It  is  that  pro-  tion  from  the  aggression  of  foes  who  may 

cess  which  I  eamestiy  recommend  for  your  have  threatened  tiie  annihilation  of  its  peace 

adoption  and  imitation  in  every  case,  how-  and  independence,  began  to  tremble  under  the 

ever  simple  or  clear  its  character.    Think,  pangs  ofdreadfulapprehension,  when  the  levy- 

in  every  instance,  what  are  the  legitimate  ing  company  arrived  to  draft  him  for  the  ser- 
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vice  ofthe  Militia.  In  proportion,  however,  ai  caprices  of  an  over-indulged  jonng  lady 

his  patriotism  dissolved  away  into  cowardice,  could  have  heen  combined,  by  revengeftU 

his  faculty  of  invention  grew  more  active,  and  obstinacy,  into  an  adequate  motive  for  such 

he  became  very  anxious  that  his  case  should  a  protracted  course  of  self-inflicted  punish- 

fall  into  that  comfortable  crevice,  in  the  con-  ment  ?    Amid  the  anxieties  of  future  practice 

scriptive  law  of  our  country,  which  excuses  you  would  all  do  well  to  remember  the  useful 

on  the  plea  of  corporal  disability.     "  He  lesson  which  this  case  inculcates.     Never 

reasoned    by  analogy,   and   thought,   sea-  forget  that,  frequentiy,  there  is  very  subtie 

aonably  enough,  of  the  process  of  inflat-  me^Ao  J  in  the  hysteric  tricks  of  tender  young 

ing"    the    meat    in    preparation  for    the  ladies. 

market :  it  accordingly  occurred  to  him,  that  Some  years  since  a  remarkable  case  oc- 
if  he  were  to  make  a  small  and  delicate  aper-  curred  in  the  hospital,  in  which  the  late  Sir 
ture,  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  the  loose  A.  Cooper  was  consulted.  A  woman  came 
integument  of  the  scrotum,  and  blow  into  it,  in  with  an  alleged  tumor  in  the  right  iUac 
by  means  of  a  tobacco  pipe,  or  some  such  in-  fossa,  which,  ahe  said,  ¥ras  caused  by  the 
strument,  it  would  have  tiie  effect  of  pro-  escape  of  a  foetus,  by  rupture  of  the  uterus 
dndng  a  very  extraordinary  appearance  during  labour,  many  years  before ;  and  she 
among  the  neighbouring  parts ;  such  indeed  proposed  to  submit  to  an  operation  for  its 
as  to  deceive  the  eye  of  the  most  expert  extraction,  as  she  was  much  alarmed  lest 
surgeon.  something  serious  should  result  in  oonse- 
^le  experiment  succeeded,  and  he  pre-  quence  of  the  severe  suffering  she  e^pe- 
sented  himself  amid  the  groans  and  difficul-  rienced.  Sir  A.  Cooper,  even  before  I  sug- 
ties  of  progression.  But  the  game  was  lost,  gested  to  him  the  suspicions  which  my 
for  the  nature  of  his  prodigious  scrotum  was  own  examinations  had  generated,  finding 
soon  discerned,  and  the  sweets  of  his  civil  that  he  could  not  discover  this  tumor  in  the 
life  were  soon  exchanged  for  the  glories  of  iliac  fossa,  which  the  woman  described, 
the  military  profession.  taking  the  evidence  fbmished  by  the  areolee. 
Here  is  another  case,  happening  in  my  the  breasts,  the  rugous  state  of  the  ab- 
own  private  practice,  which  I  was  called  upon  dominal  integument,  and  with  that  pene- 
to  treat,  with  all  the  gravity  and  anxiety  which  trating  acumen  of  (hagnosis  which  his  vast 
the  afflicted  tenderness  and  wounded  love  experience,  his  well-disciplined  mind,  and 
of  parental  feeling  could  possibly  infuse.  A  his  energetic  resolve  to  unveil  the  truth  in 
young  lady,  in  the  most  comfortable  and  all  instances  of  doubt  and  obscurity,  had 
opuloit  circumstances,  became  the  subject  enabled  him  to  acquire,  at  once  concluded 
of  sore  leg,  and  had  beeii  confined  to  her  bed  that  the  case  was  one  of  imposition ;  and 
for  a  period  of  nearly  eighteen  months ;  and  not,  as  some  surgeons  had  supposed,  one  of 
it  was  found  by  the  numerous  surgeons  who  extra-uterine  foetation. 
had  successivdy  waited  upon  her,  that  It  is  not  possible,  in  some  cases,  to  detect 
nothing  would  succeed  in  permanently  im-  the  motive  for  feigning,  even  when  the  im- 
proving the  ulcer,  for  which  she  had  been  so  position  is  detected,  as  the  following  case 
long  confined.     Perceiving  nothing  either  in  will  show. 

the  condition  of  the  part,  or  the  state  of  the  I  was  requested  to  see  a  young  gentleman 
general  health,  which  could  be  interpreted  who,  it  was  stated,  had  been  suffering  very 
into  an  adequate  reason  or  cause  for  such  severely  from  {acute  pain  in  the  lower  ex- 
extreme  unwillingnesss  on  the  part  of  this  tremities,  which  was  greatiy  augmented  by 
said  sore  to  get  well,  I  immediately  asked  pressure  or  motion  of  any  kind :  this  had 
my8elfthequestton,whatmotive  for  deception  existed  for  seventeen  months,  and  had  re- 
can  there  possibly  be  in  this  case  ?  This  nice  sisted  a  great  variety  of  treatment  under 
young  lady  surely  could  never  think  of  pre-  various  medical  men.  On  seeing  this  pa- 
lierring  the  tedium  and  sickening  monotony  tient,  and  examining  the  limb,  I  elicited  a 
of  a  bed-ridden  life  for  the  vari^  pleasures  train  of  symptoms  which  did  not  indicate 
of  home  and  society,  which,  if  in  health,  any  disease  which  I  had  seen  or  heard  of; 
without  limits  she  might  enjoy.  By  but  knowing  that  the  boy  Twho  had  been 
a  little  tender  and  inquisitive  conversa-  adopted  by  an  opulent  uncle)  had  every  in- 
tion  at  her  bed-side,  I  afterwards  prevailed  dulgence  and  enjo3rment,  I  did  not  at  first 
upon  her  to  give  me  a  real  and  true  history  suspect  any  imposition.  On  deliberate  con- 
of  her  case.  She  now  told  me,  that  as  her  sideration,  however,  such  suspicion  arose; 
mamma,  when  she  was  able  to  walk  and  in  and  on  the  next  day  I  made  a  more  extended 
health,  would  persist  in  making  her  walk  inquiry  and  examination,  which  confirmed 
with  the  nurse  in  Kensington  Gardens  every  my  suspicion ;  and  I  accordingly  expressed 
day,  a  species  of  exercise  against  which  she  my  opinion  to  the  uncle,  who  was  at  the 
had  the  strongest  aversion,  she  was  deter-  momdit  excessively  angry  with  me  for  en- 
mined  to  keep  herself  in  bed  by  sprinkling  a  tertaining  the  idea  of  the  disease  being 
few  warm  cinders  occasionally  over  the  sore,  feigned.  It  was  decided  that  a  further 
Who  opttld  have  dreamt  that  the  whims  and  opinion  should  be  sought  for,  and  the  most 
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experienced  in  the  metropoliB  was  obtained,  tain  escape  from  the  lash  of  apprehended  or 
which  confirmed  that  which  I  had  expressed;  adjudged  punishment, 
and  I  then  desired  to  hare  an  opportunity  If  yoa  should  ever  visit  the  land  of 
of  exposing  the  imposition,  about  which  the  slavery,  think  of  the  pardonable  motivcM 
uncle  was  even  then  incredulous;  but  be  which  may  influence  the  wretched  beings 
agreed  to  promote  any  plan  I  thought  re-  who  yet  groan  under  tiiraldom  and  tyranny 
quisite  to  elicit  the  truth.  My  plan  con-  of  abject  servitude.  They  descry  the  land, 
sisted  in  apparent  coincidence  with  the  pa-  and  contemplate  the  delights,  of  liberty, 
tient  as  to  the  existence  of  a  severe  and  They  resol.e  to  purchase  it,  even  at  the 
obstinate  disease,  on  which,  however,  Tde-  expense  of  health.  They  consume  the  mud 
cided  that  nothing  but  an  operation  of  the  most  and  filth  beneath  their  feet;  and  thus  con- 
formidable  kind  could  effect  relief ;  and  that  sign  themselves  unto  the  more  tolerable  con- 
I  wished  him,  therefore,  to  be  removed  to  dition  of  sickness  and  bodily  distress,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Thomas's,  where  order  to  emancipate  themselves  from  the 
1  could  have  the  strsps,  table,  strong  men,  mental  degradation  of  slavery. 
&c.  &c. :  making  a  long  detail  of  what  would  If  you  are  destined  for  the  civil  practice 
be  required  in  so  difficult  and  dangerous  a  of  our  profession,  study  the  principlea  at 
case.  I  succeeded  in  frightening  my  patient  social  life — the  character  of  the  human  mind 
as  much  as  I  wished ;  and,  after  some  diffi-  — the  springs  of  human  action ;  recollect 
culty,  yielded  to  his  earnest  and  repeated  the  compassion  which  poverty  claims  at 
solicitations  to  try  some  remedy  previous  to  your  hands,  and  elevate  yourselves  into  an 
an  operation.  I  pretended  I  would  try  a  acquaintance  with  the  philosophy  of  real 
very  powerful  remedy,  provided  the  uncle  life;  and  you  will  qualify  yourselves  the 
would  himself  administer  it,  as  I  could  not  more  fblly  for  the  useful  practice  of  thai 
trust  it  in  the  hands  of  a  servant  in  conse-  elevated  profession  within  whose  pale  you 
quence  of  the  damage  from  an  over  dose,  will  soon  be  received. 

1  stated,  further,  that  if  it  did  not  operate     ^ 

beneficially  in  ten  doses  it  must  be  aban- 

doned.    The  medicine  ordered  was  a  Uttle  REPORT  OF 

ammoniated  tincture  of  valerian  and  some  AN  EXAMINATION  AND  ANALYSIS 

ru^ie?;So'SSf'oJ^^^^^^^^  OP   THE  "AQUA  CHALYBEATA'' 

hours;  ind  about  sixteen  hours  after  I  again  OF  MESSRS.  BEW  LEY  AND  EVANS, 

saw  the  patient,  walking  comfortably  about  Pharmaceutical  Chemists,  &c.  Dublin. 

k"  JTi"!'^?  w^"^'  ^^«^ ^"'  ?j"^  By  Andrew  Ure,  M.D.P.R.S. 

he  had  left  his  bed  or  couch  for  more  than  ^  ,          , «.      .  .         V .     .  ..    » „w        * 

twelve  months.     He  declared  that  the  medi-  ^^^^^^  »'  Chemistry,  and  Analytical  Chemist. 

cine  had  produced  a  most  extraordinary  sen-  "" 

satibn  internally  after  the  first  two  or  three  This  water  consists  of  citrate  of  iron,  highly 

doses,  from  which  time  his  pains,  &c.  had  charged  with  carbonic  acid  gas,  and  rendered 

rapidly  passed  away.     His  uncle  and  myself  peculiarly  palatable  by  means  of  a  little  aro- 

were  now  perfectly  satisfied  of  his  having  matized  syrup.     Six  fluid  ounces  of  it  are 

feigned ;  though,  perhaps,  some  of  the  pre-  contained  in  each  bottle,  and  these  aflbrd,  on 

sent '  professors  of  homoeopathy  would  not  analysis,  seven  grains  and  nine-tenths  of  a 

only  insist  upon  the  possibility  of  the  cure  grain  of  peroxide  of  iron,  corresponding  to 

hy  such  a  dose,  but  probably  complain  of  its  thirteen  and  a  half  grains  of  citrate  of  iron, 

magnitude.      We  never  could  detect  any  present  in  the  bottle,  when  prepared.    This 

motive  for  this  imposition ;  for  the  boy  de-  organic  salt  is  therefore  in  accordance,  as  to 

prived  himself  of  all  kinds  of  amusement,  composition,  with  the  Utest  researches  of 

such  as  field  sports,  &c.,  of  which  he  was  liiebig ;  as  also  with  mine,  published  in  the 

very  fond,  and  which  his  uncle's  means  and  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1822.    The 

property  afforded  him  unusual  opportunities  atomic  weight  of  citric  acid,  as  it  exists  in  the 

ot  enjoying.  citrate  of  silver,  is,  according  to  the  German 

I  might  thus  long  amuse,  and  I  hope  in-  chemist,   165  (C  n  H  lo  O  n)  taking  the 

struct  you,  gentlemen,  by  vritbdrawing  from  British  atomic  weights  for  carbon  and  oxygen : 

the  accumulated  stores  of  my  own  experience  and  since  this  add  is  tribasic  (in  his  view)  it 

of  the  difficulties  of  medical  practice,  cases  will  combine  with  3  atoms  of  peroxide  of 

iUoatrative  of  the  varied  shades  which  impo-  iroas=3  •«-  79=237,  now  237  :165 : 7-9 :  6*5. 

stCion  or  fictitious  disease  may  assume.  as  given  above.      By  my  experimenta  on 

Those  of  yon  whose  intention  it  is  to  en-  citric  acid  (Philosophical  Transactions),  its 

gage  in  the  medical  department  of  the  army  atomic  weight  with  one  atom  of  water,  as  in 

or  navy,  should  recollect  that  the  dass  of  thedtrateof  silver,  is  5  7  to  hydrogen  1,  which 

malingerers  or  skulkers  is  numerous.    They  combines  with  one  atom  of  peroxide  of  iron 

look  forward  to  the  comforts  of  retired  and  =79,  to  form  136  of  the  ferric  dtrate,  beteg 

dvil  life.   They  affect  illness  in  order  to  ob-  proportions  differing  little  from  the  preced- 
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ing.  Thit  chalybeate  water  cannot  change 
by  carriage  or  keeping,  as  the  oxide  of  iron 
ia  held  combined  by  lo  ftnnge  an  affinity  aa 
tp  reaiat  aeparation  by  the  most  powofal 
decomposing  agents,  such  aa  the  snocinate 
and  benaoate  of  anmionia,  even  with  am- 
monia in  excess;  means  which  precipitate 
oxide  of  iron  from  all  ita  inorganic  saline 
oomponndfl. 

The  Aqna  chalybeata  containa  noammonia, 
for  when  heated  with  caustic  potasaa  it  affords 
no  traoea  of  the  volatile  alkali  either  by  smell 
or  by  chemical  reagents. 

Two  ounces  of  thia  water  are  an  average 
dose,  and  contain  2  grains  and  f-  of  a  grain 
of  ferric  oxide. 

From  the  mildness  of  this  preparation,  and 
ita  chemical  permanence,  it  promisee  to  form 
the  most  efficacious  of  chalybeate  medicinea* 

18,  Charlotte>streeft,  Bedford  Square, 
November  18,  IMS. 


as  expectorants ;  arrange  them  according  to 
their  modes  of  operation,  and  state  what  you 
know  of  their  phyaiological  effecta. 

6.  To  what  states  of  pulmonary  disease 
are  the  individual  members  of  this  dass  more 
especially  appropriate. 

7.  Enumerate  the  medicines  which  act  aa 
diuretics,  with  their  doses, — and  mention 
their  phvsiologicsl  operation,  and  the  best 
modes  of  exhibiting  and  combining  them  ao 
aa  to  secure  their  full  effects. 

8.  Enumerate  the  medicines  which  may 
be  employed  to  produce  an  emmenagogue 
effect ;  notice  what  may  be  considered  to  be 
their  modes  of  operation  ;  and  mention  their 
doses  and  modes  of  exhibition. 

The  prizes  were  awarded  as  follows : — 

Henry  March  Webb,  Guy's  Hospital, 
first  prize ;  gold  medal.  R.  W.  Goldini:, 
Charmg  Cross  Hospital,  second  prize;  ailver 
medal. 


EXAMINATION  FOR  HONOURS 

AT  APOTHECARIXS'  HALL. 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

S», 

Mat  I  ask  the  favour  of  your  insertion  of 
the  enclosed  questions  given  by  Dr.  Copland 
to  the  students  who  presented  themselves  aa 
candidates  for  honours  in  Materia  Medica 
and  Hierapeutics  at  the  Apothecaries'  Hall 
on  the  31st  of  October  last,  in  your  valuable 
periodical ;  and  also  the  names  of  the  suc- 
cessftil  candidates.  By  so  doing  you  wiU 
render  us  an  act  of  kindoesa  and  justice. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Hekrt  March  Wbbb, 
Exhibitioner  in  Medicine  of  the  London 
University. 

Guy*a  Hoqiital,  Nov.  91,  IMS. 

1.  Describe  the  preparation  of  the  Anti- 
timonii  Potassio-tartras,  and  the  chemical 
changes  which  take  piece  in  the  process. 

2.  Give  the  uses  of  this  preparation : 
mention  the  statea  of  disease  in  which  it  is 
most  beneficial;  and  the  medicinea  with 
which  it  is  moat  advantageously  conjoined  in 
order  to  secure  its  good  effects. 

3.  Describe  the  preparation  of  the  Potassii 
lodidum,  and  the  chemical  changes  which 
take  place  in  the  process, — also  the  adul- 
terations of  it,  and  the  best  meant  of  detect- 
ing them. 

4.  Enumerate  the  several  preparations  of 
Iodine,  officinal  and  others ;  and  state  the 
several  conditions  of  disease  in  which  they 
an  serviceable,  with  their  doses,  and  the 
most  usual  modes  of  combining  and  exhibit- 
tag  them. 

5.  Enumerate  those  medicines  which  act 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

or  TH8 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE  MEDICAL 
AND    SURGICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Oasette. 

Sir, 
At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  Gloucester- 
shire Medical  and  Surgi^  Association,  held 
at  the  Bell  Inn,  Gloucester,  on  the  4th  of 
October  last,  the  report,  of  which  I  enclose 
you  a  copy,  was  adopted,  and  which  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  you  to  publish  in  your  journal. 
I  am,  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  W.  Wilton, 
Secretary  to  the  Association. 
Gloucester,  Nov.  list,  1849. 

Eeport. — In  presenting  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  of  the  Aasociation, 
the  Central  Section  observe,  with  pleaaure, 
that  the  grounds  of  congratulation  which  last 
year  existed  have,  in  no  degree,  passed 
away ;  on  the  contrary,  the  spirit  with  which 
the  affairs  of  the  Association  have  proceeded 
has  been  productive  of  increased  benefit,  and 
affords  a  just  atimulus  for  further  exertion. 

Amongst  the  primary  objects  of  the  Asso- 
ciation are  the  public  interests  of  the  proies- 
sion,  and  parlisixnentary  legislation  connected 
with  it.  The  events  of  the  paat  year  leave 
little  or  no  doubt  that  some  legal  mesanre, 
having  an  important  influence  on  the  pro- 
feasion,  wiU  soon  be  idoptcd ;  the  necessity, 
therefore,  for  medical  associations,  to  watch 
and  protect  our  interests,  has  become  more 
imperative  on  tins  account  than  at  any  pre- 
Tious  period. 
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On    the   earliest    poatible    opportanity,  couTiction  of  the  offender.    This  important 

after  the   annooncement   of  the  intention  check  to  the  encroachments  on  the  profes- 

of  tlie  government  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  sion  is  a  satisfactory  result  of  the  interference 

the  regulation  of  the  medical  profession,  and  efforts  of  the  Association,  and  has  been 

yonr  Society  memorialized  the  Secretary  of  extensively  made  known  as  a  cantkm  to 

State  on  the  subject.    The  requirements  of  others,  and  a  preventive  or  dbedk  to  the 

the  profession  were  strongly  but  respectfully  evil. 

ist  forth.    Tlie  opinion  of  tl^e  Association        Although,  by  past  exertion,  so  much  has 

on  the  important  subject  of  medical  reform,  been  accon^ilUbed,  there  must  3fet  be  no 

and  the  want  of  efficient  legal  protection  to  dimimrtion  of  effort,    lie  practices  of  the 

its  members,  were  fiiUy  embodied  with  the  Fdor  Law  Commissioners,  as  they  relate  to 

general  matter  of  the  memorial.  the  profession,  will  require  a  constant  and 

The  grievances  inflicted  on  the  profession  vigilant  observance ;  without  an  effort  to  re- 

by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioneni  have  been  tain  it,  even  that  which  has  been  conceded 

an  unceasing  object  of  eonsideration.     The  may  be  lost :  but  the  prospect  of  a  bill  to 

legislature  has  been  petitioned,  and  the  indi-  regulate  our  profession,  to  be  introduced  by 

vidual  members  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia-  the  government,  is  a  most  anxious  and  im- 

ment  connected  with  this  county  have  been  portent  event.    There  is  little  reason  to  be- 

sddressed  by  your  Society  on  the  subject,  lieve  tliat  the  bill  will  be  satisfactory  to  the 

From  some  of  these  answers  have  been  re-  great  body  of  medical  practitioners,  and,  if 

eeived,  exhibitiBg  an  interest  in  the  profes-  otherwise,  the  only  chance  of  preventing  its 

aion  and  its  present  affairs ;  and  although  objectionable  provisions  from  becoming  law 

it  must  be  acknowledged  that,  on  the  whole,  will  be  by  the  early  and  active  efforts  of  as- 

our  representatives  indicate  a  most  unjust  sociated  bodies  like  our  own,  and  the  in- 

indifference  to  those  questions  relating  to  dividual  efforts  of  our  members  amongst 

the  medical  profession,  stiU  these  repeated  their   respective    parlimentary    represents* 

applications  must  tend  to  awaken  a  more  tives. 

lively  interest  in  our  behalf,  and  produce        In  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  Assoda- 

that  share  of  legislative  consideration  which  •  tion,  every  attention  has  been  paid  to  eco- 

has  hitherto  been  denied  us.  nomy ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Treasurer's 

It  is  even  now  a  matter  of  congratulation  statement  will  meet  with  approbation, 
that  the  efforts  made  by  associated  bodies  of  jg   s.     d» 

medical  men  have  been  productive  of  very  The  expenditure  during  the  past!  05    8    fi 
considerable  success.     In  the  report  of  last        two  years  has  been  .     .     .     .S 

year  sanguine  hopes  were  nprewed  of  a  And  thewhole  receipts  during  the;  „!     a     a 
modification  m  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law        same  period  ......) 

Bill:   those    hopes  have  not  been  disap- 


pointed :   and  it  has  been  shewn  that  the  Leaving  a  balance  due  to  the 

persevering  remonstrances  of  large  and  re-  Treasurer  of     ...     .  £i    4     6 

spectable  bodies  of  men,  such  as  constitute 

our  medical  associations,  compel  attention.  To  meet  which,  there  are  unpaid  Subscrip- 

even  from  the  reluctant  ear  of  political  leaders  tions  to  the  amount  of  £S.  8s. 

and  Poor  Law  Commiaaumers.  When  the  small  amount  of  the   annual 

The  formation,  then,  of  medical  aasocia-  subscription  of  each  member  is  remembered, 

tions,  which  is  now  taking  place  in  all  parts  "^^  >^  ^^^  '^  ^«  expenses  of  forming  the 

of  the  kingdom,  is  a  circumstance  which  Association  are  paid,  this  statement,  with 

may  well  afford  our  Sodety  the  greatest  sa-  which  the  section  conclude  their  report,  may 

tisfaction ;  and  it  is  a  further  pleasure  to  well  be  considered  satisfactory, 

observe,  taking  a  most  prominent  part  in  October  4th,  1843. 

their  proceedings,  the  most  distinguished 

men  who  adorn  the  respective  brandies  of  BRITISH   MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION, 
the  profession,  many  of  whom  can  have  no 

posnble  self-interest  in  the  questions  they  

engage  in,  and  whose  only  motive  must  be  Wi  subjoin  a  communication  which  we  have 

the  advancement  and  wdfure  and  dignity  of  recdved  from  Mr.  Leeson,  In  reference  to  a 

the  prolleasion,  and  the  benefit  of  the  public  letter  purporting  to  be  from  him,  which  was 

depending  on  it.  published  in  the  Gasbttb  of  last  week,  but 

Amongst  the  occurrences  of  the  past  year,  which  he  now  informs  us  was  not  written  by 

and  poasessmg  a  high  interesttotiie  Sodety,  him.    A  proof  had  been  sent  to  FInsbnry 

must  be  noticed  the  proeecution  of  a  drug-  Square ;  and  on  questioning  the  person  who 

gist  in  Chdtenham  for  illegally  practising  as  took  it  there,  he  states  that  Mr.  Leeson, 

an  apothecary.     Our  Association  hdd  com-  when  he  returned  the  packet,  told  him  he 

munications  with  the  Apothecaries'  Com-  was  not  the  writer  of  the  letter,  but  that  who- 

pany  on  the  subject,  and  furnished  informa-  ever  wrote  it  must  have  been  well  acquainted 

tion  which  led  to  legal  proceedings,  and  the  with  his  sentiments,  and  that  he  had  no  db- 
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jeetlon  to  its  publication.    Of  this  conver-  nonrable  would  that  position  be  to  them,  than 

sation,  howerer,  tptf  never  beard  till  after  the  to  remain,  as  tbey  now  are,  the  jodona 

receipt   of   the  following  letter;    and  we  objects  of  an  ang;ry  profession. — I  am,  sir, 

greatiy  regret  that  Mr.  Leeson  did  not  see  Your  obedient  servant, 

tiie  propriety  of  at  once  either  writing  to  us,  John  Lbxson. 

or  stating  bis  disavowal  on  the  returned  **  Finsbunr  Square^ 

proof,  instead  of  delaying  to  do  so  until  after  ^^^'  ***»  *^*' 

the  publication  of  the  sparious  document.  " 

Ed.  Gaz.  monomania  OPHTHALMICA. 

Tb  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  By  Dr.  Wintebnitz. 

Si»,  ' 

Thbrk  is  a  letter  in  your  journal  of  last  A  osntlbman,  forty-nine  years  old,  was 
week,  signed  "James  Leeson,"  and  dated  seized  with  gout  in  1837,  which  he  hhnself 
from  Finsbury  Square,  respeettng  the  British  was  inclined  to  attribute  to  cold  applications 
Medical  Assodation.  I  beg  to  say  that  I  made  to  an  accidental  swelling  of  the  head, 
am  not  the  author  of  that  letter,  neither  But  the  simultaneous  appearance  of  an  ob- 
have  I  the  least  knowledge  of  the  person  stinate  paronychia  on  his  right  middle  finger, 
who  is.  My  christian  name  is  John,  instead  together  with  the  decline  of  his  strength, 
of  James,  as  you  vrill  perceive  by  my  signs-  earthy  complexion,  and  emaciation,  left  no 
tnre.  I  should  not  hieive  noticed  the  letter  doubt  as  to  the  constitotional  nature  of  the 
at  all,  if  it  were  not  dated  from  Finsbury  affection.  Late  in  the  autumn  of  1840  he 
Square ;  and  as  I  am  the  only  person  there  made  a  journey  to  North  Germany  in  an  open 
to  whom  it  could  refer,  and  having  no  desire  carriage,  by  which  exposure  he  suffered  from 
for  its  paternity,  I  forthwith  proceed  to  its  rheumatism.  The  abdominal  organs  became 
disavows! ;  and  I  feel  the  more  anxious  to  disordered,  and  about  the  same  time  he 
do  so,  because  it  contained  expressions  to-  suffered  morally  from  anxiety.  All  these 
wards  individuals  which  I  consider  to  be  concurrent  circumstances  had  the  effect  of 
most  severe  and  unjustifiable.  developing  the  hypochondriac  diathesis  in 
I  never  attended  but  two  of  the  meetings  the  patient.  The  disease  which  forms  the 
of  the  British  Medical  Association,  and  that  subject  of  this  article  began  in  July  1841. 
was  when  the  founder  of  it  first  advertised  Dr.  Wintemitz  found  him  in  a  state  of  the 
them,  and]  began  to  beat  up  for  recruite.  greatest  uneasiness,  complaining  of  a  confu- 
The  actors  then  were  made  up  of  a  great  sion  of  head.  During  the  day,  and  while  in 
many  young  men,  who  were  hard  stragglers  the  act  of  walking,  he  had  frequent  attacks 
in  their  professional  pursuits,  as  a  conse-  of  faintness,  followed  by  general  perspiration, 
quence  of  the  want  of  that  legitimate  pro-  He  was  sensible  of  a  sudden  spasmodic  oon- 
tection  which  they  so  justly  require,  and  a  striction  of  the  right  eye-ball,  as  if  it  were 
small  knot  of  outsiders,  or  seasoned  malcon-  confined  and  pressed  in  the  socket,  acoom- 
tents,  of  the  older  corporations,  whose  only  panied  by  an  actual  twitching  upward  and 
concern  was  how  they  could  use  the  fire  and  downward  of  the  upper  eyelid.  Objects 
enthusiasm  of  their  young  and  unsu^ecting  appeared  as  if  surrounded  by  a  gauzy  halo : 
ooUeagues  as  80  many  stepping-stones  (which  the  patient  was  unable  to  read,  in  conse- 
has  b^  80  often  done  before)  to  their  cu-  quence  of  the  letters  appearing  to  swim 
pidity  and  ambition.  I  readily  saw  how  the  before  him.  Writing  was  less  difficult,  al- 
thing  was  likely  to  be ;  that  the  young  ones  though  he  was  continually  apt  to  carry  the 
were  already  in  the  gripe  of  the  old  ones ;  pen  beyond  the  paper.  The  eye  itself,  be- 
that  it  would  foil  to  do  sll  the  good  which  yond  a  slightly  diminished  activity  of  the 
might  be  easily  done  under  a  better  system  lachrymal  gland,  betrayed  nothing  morbid, 
of  organization;  and  things  being  thus,  I  The  author's  opinion  that  the  affection 
made  my  bow  and  Tanisbed  Ever  since,  was  of  an  hypochondriac  or  psychical  origin 
I  hare  tikea  no  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  was  founded  on  the  following  circumstances. 
Britidi  Medical  Association,  and  perhaps  it  There  were  no  objective  symptoms ;  the 
bad  no  great  loss  in  my  departure  from  it.  patient's  whole  attention  was  engrossed  by 
I  am  convinced  that,  had  other  demente  his  disease,  which  he  was  disposed  to  con- 
moved  the  operations  of  that  body,  different  sider  by  turns  of  a  congestive,  nervous, 
lesults  would  have  followed;  and  until  wealth,  artbritico-metastetic,  &c.  origin;  he  sought 
influence,  character,  and  numbers,  meet  in  eagerly  the  society  and  conversation  of  ocu- 
combination,  littie  good  can  be  expected.  I  liste ;  diaoonBolately  anticipated  tbe  total  loss 
am  satisfied  that  we  are  not  such  a  republican  of  vision :  the  patient  hsid,  moreover,  at  a 
body  as  to  suppose  that  if  the  gentlemen  former  period,  suffered  from  hypochondria, 
who  now  call  themselves  our  heads  were  to  The  therapeutic  indication  was  to  vrith- 
ezpose  themselves  to  a  popular  election,  that  draw  the  patient,  as  it  were,  from  himself, 
the  moat  of  them  would  be  restored  to  their  and  to  interrupt  his  habit  of  constantiy 
present  position ;  and  how  much  more  ho-  thinking  of  his  disease.    This  was  effected 
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chiefly  by  means  of  a  jaunt  to  Paris.  Here 
the  patient  was  advised  to  employ  tepid 
camomile-flower  baths,  with  cold  water 
douches  along  the  spine.  Vertigo  became 
of  rarer  occurrence ;  he  gradually  regained 
facility  in  reading  and  writing;  and  after 
three  weeks'  residence  in  Paris  felt  a  strong 
desire  to  reyisit  his  family,  whom  he  reached 
in  perfect  health. — Oetterreich .  Medicinitehe 
Wochentchrift :  and  British  and  Foreign 
RevitWt 

NECROSIS  OF  THE  OS  CALCIS. 

M.  Mallbspimb,  who  has  examined  a  great 
many  cases  of  necrosis  of  the  os  calcis  in 
children,  states  that,  although  generally  de- 
pendent on  a  constitutional  cause,  it  remains 
a  long  while  without  affecting  the  other 
bones  of  the  tarsus,  and  that,  in  general, 
the  only  operation  needed  is  the  extraction 
of  the  sequestrum,  instead  of  the  amputation 
of  the  leg.    This  latter  operation,  he  says, 
is  more  frequently  practised  than  need  be, 
because  the  tumefaction  of  the  cellular  tissue, 
which  is  sometimes  enormous,  the  situation 
of  fistulous  openings  at  a  distance  from  the 
OS  calcis,  and  the  lateral  mobility  of  the 
foot  (the  result  of  the  destruction  of  the  os 
calcis,  whereby  the  heel  has  lost  all  power 
of  resistance),   induce  the  practitioner  to 
consider  the  disease    more  advanced  and 
more    extensiva    than    it    really    is.      He 
observes,  further,  that  the  absorption  of  the 
sequestrum  takes  pUuJe  very  rapidly,  and 
that  the  new  bone  destined  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  diseased  one  is  deposited  in  the 
first  instance  on  a  level  with  the  insertion  of 
the  tendo  Achillis,  and  at  the  point  corre- 
ponding  to  thecalcaneo-cuboidand  astragalo- 
calcanoid  articulations.     The  articular  car- 
tilages are  not  destroyed,  and  generally  con- 
tinue intact  a  long  whUe ;  the  ligamentous  ap- 
paratus  is  generally  found  friable,  softened, 
and   thickened ;    occasionally,   appearances 
have  presented  as  if  nature  were  about  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  lost  ligainents  by  a 
fresh  apparatus.  —  American    Journal  qf 
Medical  Sciences. 


of  the  poppy,  together  with  the  white  of 
eggs,  in  a  stone  mortar,  and  then  adding 
this  mixture  in  certain  proportions  to  the 
opium.— ^no^  ofChymistry  and  PracticsU 
Pham^acy. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLBMBN  WHO  H  ATB  UBOBIVXB 
CBRTIFICATB8. 

Thursday,  November  17,  1842. 
Tempest  Pollard,  Pontefhict.~A.  O.  Lamotte. 
Tiverton. -J.  Hendrie,  Wigton.— J.  Morgan. 
Somerset. 


A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  November  12,  1842. 

Small  Pox g 

Measles  %^ 

Scarlatina  S8 

Hooping  Cough  n 

Croup  Q 

Thrush    ;  6 

Diarrhoea    ' 6 

Dysentery  5 

Cholera    ,..,  0 

Influenia s 

Typhus as 

Erysipelas ift 

syphiS ;:;;  , 

H  vdrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses .  4  198 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Orrans  of 

Respiration    341 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  rj 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Oigans  of  Digestion    61 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys.  &c a 

Childbed ;;;.  7 

Ovarian  Dropsy  \\\"  \ 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c \  s 

Rheumatism i 

Diseases  of  JoinU,&c ."  1 

Ulcer   0 

Fistula   *,'"  0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c .'*  1 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 97 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 78 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 

ranoe  , ,  10 

Causes  not  specified  !.!!!!!!!!!!!!^i.'!.*!.*.'  s 

Deaths  ftt>m  all  Oinses "gJi 
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ON  ADULTERATIONS  OP  OPIUM.  November, 


An  Armenian,  who  arrived  here  from  Syria 
some  time  ago,  and  who  had  directed  his 
attention  for  many  years  to  the  poppy 
plantations,  as  also  the  methods  of  procur- 
ing opium,  told  me  that  the  adulteration  of 
opium  most  frequently  met  with  was  that 
effected  by  mixing  the  opium,  whilst  fraah 
and  aoft,  with  finely-bruised  grapes  from 
which  the  atones  have  been  removed.  He 
assured  me  that  not  a  single  mass  of  opium 
is  exported  from  the  East  without  having 
undergone  this  adultention. 

Another  adulteration  consists  in  bruising 
the  exterior  skin  of  the  capsule  and  stalks 


Wednesday  16 
Thursday  .  17 
Friday ...  18 
Saturday  .  19 
Sunday  .  .  90 
Monday  .  .  Si 
Tuesday    .  29 


Thbrmomitbr. 

from  41  to  43 

84  44 

99  42 

98  48 

49  48 

38  44 

30  35 


Babomstrr. 

99*efi  to  99-79 

30-08  39-39 

S9'48  99*36 

30*13  99*89 

99*75  99-70 

99-71  99-76 

99-41  99*96 


Wind,  N.E.  on  the  16th  and  17th :  N.B.  and 
8.E.  on  the  18th ;  S.  on  the  19th  and  90th  1  N.  by 
B.  and  N.  on  the  9lst,  and  S.B.  on  the  99cL 

Except  the  evenings  of  the  16th,  17th,  and  I8th, 
and  the  morning  of  the  91st,  renendfy  cloudy. 
Rain  fell  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  morninir 
and  evening  of  the  19th,  and  mominr  of  the  aa£ 
accompanied  with  snow. 

Rain  fallen  1  inch  and  -31  of  an  inch. 


Wilson  6c  Ooilvt,  67,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LBCTlTREd  whole  extent,  and «oiitinifiB  to  tnkrge  at  ^ 

mane  rale  till  tbe  end  of  the  ninth  month. 

**"  ™"                ^  TTie  veiicula  wnHlicalh,  in  healthy  ova* 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OP  \a  nearly  of  the  same  fiize  at  the  end  of  the 

MIDWIPERY,  Mcond  as  it  is  at  the  end  of  the  tint  months 

wv  ..         ....-„.       ^«u.  ^         r  hat  its  duct  is  impemous,  and  can  seldom 

Deltioermd m '*«2^^ </«»•  ^«^^ «  be  traced  farther  than  the  umbilicus  of  the 

^*09p*^^  embryo.     The  omphalo-lnesenteric  vessels) 

By  Robbrt  Lbb,  M.D.  F,R.S.  ^^"^^  ^^"^  ^^^,  •'^^^  "»**  "^  ^^  *•»« 

superior   mesenteric  artery  and  vein,  wet 

— ^^  often  seen  accompanying  the  duct,  and  ra<- 
Lecturis  Vill  nifying  upon  the  veside.  In  many  ova 
■,  A  ^.  '  ^  ,1  expelled  in  abortion,  the  vesieula  umbUicaliB 
OntheHructHreandJitnfiiimaiffll^mem^  ^^  X^X\it  appearance  of  a  pyriform  sad 
brands  of  the  human  wmm  m  the  early  ^j^^j  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  j^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^,5^^ 
montha  qf  pregnancy,  opaque  body,  firmly  adherent  to  the  outer 
At  the  end  of  the  second  mondi,  the  human  surface  of  the  amnion,  near  the  insertion  of 
ovum  is  about  the  stse  of  a  hen's  egg,  and  the  umbilical  cord  into  the  membranes.  It 
is  then  contained  entirdy  nithin  the  cavity  is  sometimes  seen  in  this  Condition  on  the 
of  the  body  of  the  uterus.  On  dividing  the  foetal  surface  of  the  placenta,  after  its  ex- 
membranes,  the  omMtm  will  be  seen  form-  pulsion  in  labour  at  the  full  period), 
ing  a  much  larger  and  stronger  sac  than  at  The  membrane  of  the  chorion  is  at  this 
the  end  of  the  first  month  after  conception,  time  uniformly  thicker  and  stronger  than 
but  still  very  transparent,  and  without  the  amnion,  and  no  blood-vessels  have  eve^ 
blood-vessels  of  ngular  fibres.  In  some  been  observed  ramifying  In  it.  Its  inner 
ova,  before  the  dghth  week,  the  amnion  has  surface  is  smooth,  but  the  whole  of  its  ontef 
increased  so  mudi  that  it  fills  the  greater  surface  is  covered  with  villi,  which  grow 
part  or  the  whole  of  the  cavity  of  the  cho-  from  it  by  slender  roots,  and  spread  out 
rioB  ;  and  the  cellular  tissue  which  had  been  like  the  brandies  of  a  tree  under  the  decidua^ 
situated  between  it  and  the  chorion  has  par-  in  which  they  are  firmly  imbedded.  The 
tially  or  entirely  disappeared.  The  amnion  villi  are  most  luxuriant  on  that  side  of  the 
is  much  larger,  and  contuns  a  far  greater  chorion  where  the  placenta  exists,  but  they 
quantity  of  liquor  amnii,  at  this  period,  in  are  always  ptesent  also  on  the  opposite  side 
some  ova  than  in  others  of  the  same  age.  of  the  chorion,  apd  are  joined  together  at 
Tbo  amnion  and  chorion  always  form  the  thdr  extremities,  so  as  to  form  a  great  reti- 
sheatli  of  the  umbilical  cord ;  and  the  umbi-  cttlar  or  cellular  structure  between  the  de- 
licti arteries  and  vein,  and  duct  of  the  vesi-  ddua  and  membrane  d  the  diorion.  The 
cola  umbilicalis,  can  be  seen  through  the  vilU  often  terminate  in  trrQgular-shaped 
amnion  and  chorion  passing  along  the  cellu-  bulbous  enlargements,  and  front  their  sides 
Isir  tissue  of  the  cord.  The  arteries  some^  slender  filaments  pass  off,  to  connect  theni 
times  begin  at  this  early  age  to  turn  round  together.  The  villi  of  the  chorion  do  not 
the  vein,  and  the  whole  cord  to  be  twisted  run  in  pairs  like  blood-vessels,  and  no  ana- 
round  near  the  embryo.  In  the  third  month  tomist  has  ever  succeeded  in  injecting  them» 
of  pregnancy  the  amnion  and  chorion  are  They  are  not  blood-vessels,  tiiough  often 
usually  dosdy  united  together  through  thdr  sailed  the  shaggy  vessels  of  the  chorion. 

783.— XXXI.  X 
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Smh  through  a  powerfbl  micrtwcope,  thtj  Fia.  2. 

rcfemble  nothing   *o   mnch   u   ■  man  of 

■mill,  amootb,  conTolated  foetal  inteatine*  ; 

bnt  thejr  do  not  appear  to  he  boUow.   From 

the  Bides  of  the  villi  other*  ariae  bj  ilender 

roota,    which   often  saddenlf  enlarge,    and 

termiDate    in    blont    rDnnded    extremities. 

Between  the  roots  and  braochea  of  the  tIIU 

there  are  large  celLi  or  ipaca  formrd.  which 

ail  freelj  oommDnicats  together,  and  iIhi 

with  the  cells  Or  interadcei  of  the  placenta, 

which  at  tbi>  period  do  not  euenHJly  differ 

from  the  eelU  of  the  chorion,  and  are  al- 
ways, in  ova  expelled  ia  abortion,  dittended 

widi  fluid  or  coagnlated  maternal  bktod.     If 

a  blow-pipe  be  introduced  into  the  cells  of 

the  chorion  or  placenta,  the  air  passei  all 

round  the  OTam,  and  fills  these  cells  com- 

plelelj.     Itijectiona  thrown  into  the  celb  of 

the  chorion  or  placenta,  if  they  do  not  con-  Fio,  3. 

tain  much  coagulated  blood,  likewiac  fill  the 

whole  of  the  apac*  between  the  decidua  and 

outer  surface  of  the  chorion.      'Diat  it  ia 

maternal  blood  which  fills  the  cells  of  the 

chorion  and   placenta  in  aborted   ova,    is 

evident  from  this  fact,  that  where  the  em- 
bryo is  not  deTelajwd,   I  have  repeatedly 

seen  thCK  celli  full  of  blood.      There  is  no 

spedmea   of  the  human  ovnm  now  before 

you,  in  which  there  ia  not  more  or  less  ma- 
ternal blood  seen  coagulated  in  the  celts  of 

the  chorion  and  placenta ;  and  it  is  impossi-     Yia.  S.-Diagnm  representing  one  of  the  tIIII  of 

ble  the  blood  could  have  been  forced  into  the  choriDo  aruing  by  a  lingle  root. 

these  by  any  artificial  meana.     This  blood, 

it  will  BOon  be  seen,  can  only  enter  the  cells        At  the  end  of  the  second  month  of  preg. 

of  the  placenta  and  chorion  throngh  the    nancy,  the  stmctare  of  the  placenta  is  eaaen- 

•mall  tortuous  arteries  which  are  always  ob.     tiallythe  lame  as  at  the  full  period.      It  con. 

served  in  that  portion  of  the  decidua  which     sists  entirely  of  the  ramificationa  of  the  two 

covers  the  uterine  surface  of  the  placenta.  umbilical  arteries  and  vein,  covered  on  the 
uterine  side  by  the  decidua,  and  on  the  fictai 
Pi_    J  aurface  by  the  amnion  and  chorion.     Bnt  aU 

the  bnnches  of  the  veasela  of  the  umbilical 
cord  in  the  placenta  have  ao  additional  coat 
from  the  villi  of  the  chorion.  In  what  man- 
ner the  umbilical  vessels  pass  into  the  villi 
of  the  chorion  to  become  inveited  with  a 
i  layer  of  chorion  it  ia  impossible  to  eiplain, 

unless  it  be  admitted  that  they  are  derdoped 
consenlaneoualj.  Between  the  foetal  veasels 
covered  with  chorion  there  are  cella  or  iilter- 
Bticea,  precisely  similar  to  tliose  which  are 
leen  on  the  oppoute  aide  of  the  cboriixt, 
where  the  villi  also  form  a  gresit  chain,  or 
*  series  of  cella,  which  all  freely  communicate 

with  those  of  the  placenta.     There  being  do 

Fio,  I  represent!,  thoMh  very  imperftctlr,  the  septum  between  the  cells  of  those  villiof  the 
appearances  presented  by  the  villi  or  the  cho-  chorion  which  form  tbe  placenta,  and  those 
rJoD  at  the  end  of  Uie  lecond  month .  a  tliews  ^^^c^l  are  destined  to  disappear  in  the  fourth 
the  situation  of  the  placenU;   b  li  the  part  ,.  „    ,.       ,.         . ,      i'u~  .,"' 

which  lay  nnderlbe  decidua  rrtleis,  where  the  ""'■'""f  >^  other  side  of  the  ovum,  if  ma- 
villi  are  beitinniDg  to  disappear.  temal  blood  enters  the  cells  of  the  placenta 

it  must  fill  all  the  ccUs  of  the  chorion ;  and 

Fia.  a— a  and  c,  the  chorion  where  the  villi  have  thus  not  ouly  the  villi  of  the  placenta,  but 
diuppnred;  *,  Ihe  ritualkm  of  the  placenta,  ji  y^  ..,■  S  ,.  „i,_-:„_  „„.,  i_  ;_  .-_ 
•hefe  the  vi\lt  of  the  chorion  have  conUnoed  «"  "»  "Ui  of  the  chonon,  nmal  be  m  con- 
■0  grow.  ""t  with,  or  bathed  m,  the  maternal  blood. 


OH  THE  UBMBRANBS  Or  THE  HUMAN  OTUH. 


_ ^KldiUiiiUidapfD,  iDd 

It*  iiuicw*  rcfltcud  M  n  (oihewils  conlenta.  a,  Tht  ui  eitemuiii ;  ki,  nrvliatrrii  etcc, 
Uw  oMrui Iwd upca bj  a cmcid iDcisloD,  vxl  rtlleetcillii  four  6n»;  Jrfd, dccidni  veraipttad 
drcrlb*  ulerine  lurfUc;  f,  floccnlior  villiof  tbectaorimi^  gS,  itucnul  upecl  of  Ihecborkm  ; 
I,  uinlan  ;  (,  umblliciu nslclt :  k,  umbilfcal card:  1.  embryo;  x,  (pace for  tbe  lunlu nmlli, 
■■  It  ii  UtidhI,  between  (be  unnion  and  chorion.  Tbe  embiTa  Is  depicted  of  ita  natnnl  aiie, 
bBt  the  otbtr  paita  rapreaested  are  oalj  tiro-tbirda  tbe  alu  or  nature. 

TW  decidna  ia  the  outer  membrane  of  the  alwara  divides  into  tvo  distiiict  membrmea, 

ornrn,  and  coTcra  it  aa  completely  at  the  between  which  there  ia  s  large  tmooth  cavity, 

diell  doe*  the  hen's  egg.     That  portion  of  it  the  outer  wall  ol  wbich  ii  formed  b;  the 

whid  ooiera  the  pUoenta  it  called  the  pla-  Dterine  decidua,  and  the  inner  wall  by  the 

eaatal  deddua.     At  the  margin  of  the  pla-  decidua  refleia.     The  outer  aarface  of  the 

eenia  thia  membrane  ae|>aratei  into  two  dia-  uterine  decidua  adhem  to  the  inner  aurlica 

tjoet  layera,  which  extend  oier  the  whole  of  of  tbe  uterua,  but  the  inner  inrAice  of  the 

that  pu-t  ait  the  oinm  which  ia  not  coveted  uterine  decidua  ia  aouwlh  and  free,  bke  the 

by  the  placental  deci  J  ua.    The  oiUer  of  thcae  pleura  cottalia.     Tlie  oaler  lurface  oit  the 

Uyera  of  decidna  ia  called  the  decidua  vera,  deddoa  reflcia  ia  alio  ■luocth  and  tree,  like 

or  nierine  decidoa,  the  inner  layer  the  de-  the  pleura  pulmonalta,  but  iti  initcr  aurh« 

ddna   ndeia,  and  between   these    there  is  firmly    adberea    to    the    eitremitiea    of    lh« 

alway*    a   itrgc   cavity   fanned    called    the  villi  of  the  chorion,  aa  the  pleiua  pidmonalia 

deadaal  cavit  j.    At   tbe  edge  or  drcmn-  does  Eo  the  substance  of  the  lunga. 
ttnace  at  the  placenta,  the  placental  decidua        The  outer  memhrnne  of  the  hiioua  tnum, 
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B,  (he  dtcidu  Ten  ;  ci.tiiedscldiu  vcrn  paMiiic  l^ce  orihe  pliceoU;  a,  lappoied  ilUntoli ;  il. 

Into  Ihe  right  hUop&u  tube:  the ciiviiy  ol  the         umhillciil    veaicle  i  t ■ —    '    "■■ — ' — 

nternt  li  uinoit  completcl;  ocraaieil  by  the  CDvered  with  tbe  decidi 

Oram.  (gC.poinliofthereaectiDnorthedHHdnii  the  deci '         -    ■    •- 

refleu;  in  niilon  Iht  anited  decidnc  do  nut  dedduL 
ttoii  here,  hot  pan  oiei  the  whole  uterine  mr- 

noiv  called   membrana  deciilus,   wax   tint  tender,  pnlpj,   TascnUr  membnuie,  which 

aceoratel;  dsliueated  by  Dr.  William  Hunter  linci  the  whole  ciiiCr  of  ^e  fundua  uteri, 

in    1774.      Tlie   different   portions   of  thia  naching  to  the  beginning  of  the  cervli,  and 

membrane,  and  the  relation)  they  bear  to  paising  a  tittle  vaj  irithin  the  origin  of  the 

tbe  utena,  placenta,  and  chorion,  have  been  IkQopian  tubes.     "Hbe  inner  surface  of  thii 

'    most  futhfnllf  represented  in  eleven  figures  membmne  is  smooth,  but  the  outer  anrfkee 

conCa^fcd   in    the  two  last  plates  of   his  haa  a  prodigioas  number  of  Uttle  prooeaMS, 

Anatomy  of  tbe  Human  Gravid  Uterus.      In  or  flocculi,  shooting  from  it,  which  gire  it  ■ 

one  of  the  references  to  tbeiie  figures  it  ii  very    irregular    appearance.       Dr.     Hunter 

stated,  that  tbe  dedUoa  refleia  bnni  an  deicribes  the  decidua  reflexa  ai  a  membrane 

eilemal  ooreriiv  to  that  part  of  tiie  chorion  of  cotitiderable  thickneaa,  and  of  ■  yeUowrr 

iriiich  is  not  in  contact  with  tlw  inner  tar-  colour  than  the  uterine  deddoa,  or  dectdoa 

(ace  of  the  nlerai,  and  whidi  is  toned  orer  Tcra.    The  omm,  he  siyi,  lica  betwoen   ■ 

the  chorion  madi  in  the  nme  manner  aa  the  part  of  the  decidoa  rera  and  the   decidoa 

inner  lamdla  of  tbe  pericardium  i*  reflected  refleia,  both  of  which  unite  into  one  mem- 

to  coTcr  the  onter  sorface  of  the  heart.     In  brane  at  the  edge  of  tlia  placenta,  or  the 

Dr.  Unuter'a  Anatomical  Dncription  of  tbe  decidna  vera  divides  at  the  edge  of  tbe  pla. 

Human  Qravid    Uterui   and   its   Contenta,  centa  into  two  lunituc,  one  of  whidi  paasa 

pBbliahed  in  1794,  tbe  deddoa,  in  the  early  between  tbe  placaita  and  inner  sarface  of 

■lonthi  of  pngnancy,  ia  described  as  a  aoft,  the  ntenti,  and  the  other  fonns  tbe  decidna 
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nfleu  whidk  coven  the  Duter  lorface  of  the  laoc.     Though  Che  deddoa  be  allowed  to  be 

chorion.      Where  the  <lecidua  reflexa  U  be-  the  outer  membrane  of  the  HcundiDM,  Or. 

giuamg  to  pui  oter  thr  chorion,  then  ii,  mt  Hnnter  obKrrei,  jet,   u  it   is   reallj    the 

an    rmi\j    peiiad    of    fregOMUtj,    an   angle  internal  lameUa  of  the  otoraa,  ■we  ma;  Mill 

formed  bet«eea  it  and  Che  decidua  which  retain  tbeoldlauguBge,  and  mjthattheonter. 

line*  the  uCemi ;    and  here  Cbe  decidua  is  membrane  of  the  oTnm  ii  chorion,  and  that 

often  eitremely  thio,  and  perforated  with  the  chorion  ii  in  conCaet  wiUi  and  adherei 

imall  openings,  h   ai  to  look  like  a  piece  of  to  the  oCerna. 

Diafromtfiom  Dr.  Hiaittr,  ta  illtalratt  Ikt  mrmbraHn  qftAt  ovum. 
Fio,  1.  Fio,  2.  Fio.  3. 


nloatioD  of  the  decidaa  at  the  cervti  uteri  )  decidua  leileia  corering  llie  lilli  and  ami  of 

IK,  the  eavlCy  of  the  amnion,  in  nhichlhe  era-  thechariani  B  s,  the  aula  at  the  edge  of  the 

M^  hanra  bj  a  (lender  navet-atring;,  from  the  placenta,  wbrre  the  uterine  lamelta  a  the  de- 

iiBide  or  the  |dac«nta:  r,  the  section  of  tiie  eidua  ia  continued  orer  the  ontdde  of  the  cbo- 

ibree  memUnne*,  which  art  not  only  con-  rion,  forming  the  decidna  refleia  i  r,  annnd 

lignona.  but  adhere  to  one  another,  vli.  the  portion  of  the  deddna  rtHeiM  dlUKted  fttm 

•mnl«n,the  eborkin,  and  the  deddna rrflen  i  the  outiide  of  the  chorion,  aodlnmed  aiide: 

a  o.  the  angle  attbetdgeof  IbeplBcenlawhere  o,  "the  chorion  with  Ita  ibazgr  •cuela  laid 

the  Inner  layer  of  the  diddna  ii  reflected  oier  bare.     Theae  veueli  tdhereironnir  to  the 

the  outalde  of  tbe  eboHon  ;  R,  heretbOK  three  decidua  rtflexa,  and  paita  of  them  were  cut  off 

■KOibranet  are  a  little  irparated,  to  Bbewtbrlr  with  that  membrane.'' 

eouraaal  th*  placenta.  Fio,  l.  A  diagram,  not  from  nature,  of  an  early 

Vig.  a,  an  aborted  anuD  about    eight  weelu.  OTnm  in  the  ntema.    a  i,  uterine  decldoa:  a, 

A  anullatrap  of  IbedecldnaluubeeD  cut  out,  placenta]  decidua ;  cUucaTiiy  of  the  amnion: 

and  turned  np,  and  Itie  decidua  opened  by  a  d,  the  cavity  or  apace  betneen  Eheanulon  and 

craejd  IneWon,  aad  tbe  (Mr  anglu  rdecied,  chariou  ;  a,i1iecaT[tyof  ttaadeddua;  r  t.  the 

aad  then  a  mmd  piece  of  the  decidua  relleia  tabei  open  upon  the  Inalde  of  the  deddna. 

diaaected  Dlf,  and  Inmed  to  one  aide,  to  ahrw  TbecervlxiitcticontalnednnpartoftbeoTnm. 
ttie  tim  ortbe  ctedoD. 

Dr.  Banter  baa  said  nothiof  reapectiiig  made  to  Dr.  Hanter'i  docriplicRi  af  them ; 

tlie  phjdoIogT  of  the  decidiu  relleia  and  and  the  greatest  diicordance  of  opinim  atill 

oteriiM  decidua,  or  of  die  great  ority  fonnod  prenila  reapecClng  their  (tructnre,  fiuictiaaa, 

between  titem  ;  and  he  hu  not  endeavoured  and  mode  of  formatioD.     Seme  bare  denied> 

to  explain  irhj  tbeK  itroetiirea  aboald  eiiat  altogether  the  exiaCcnce  of  tlie  placental  de- 

onlj  In  the  haman  ovum  daring  the  eariy  ddna  and  the  decidua  refleia,  and  oChen  Che 

mnntfu  of  pregnancy,     ^lough  many  diB-  vaAColariCy,  and  eventbe  organixation,  of  Che 

tingTibhed    anaCumista  have   eiamined  and  nterine decidna.   Icii  itillttiaapinionofiome 

described  ttio  different  pottiong  of  the  deci-  anatomiaCa,  howcTcr  dettitntc  of  truth,  that 

dtuma  membrane*   during  the    laat  aiity-  the  decidua  ia  merely  the  altered  mucoui 

•eveo  yean,  no  importaot  addition  iiaa  been  membrane  of  the  ntenu. 
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In  the  atxt  kctnte  I  Atii  cUla  certrf a 
beta  which  icem  to  proTC  that  the  aroda- 
tion  of  the  matemil  btood  in  t]ie  htunea 
oiiuD  dnriiig  the  earlj  monthi  >■  ai^Mif 
earned  on  by  Uie  diffrrent  lajen  of  the  de- 
ddna,  and  bj  Ibe  cella  of  the  placoita  and 
chorion. 
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n*  ditau,  Jiraptrlt)  v  caUid,  o/ln  em/rawU 

mtk  hyitiricat  diathaU:  miKhimmt  rmuttt 

^  thU.     IltulmHue  aaa.      CriUria  M- 

iLltred  Ihrmigh  ahici  tkia  coti/iuHM  iMy  bt 

aveided.     lUtatnliittam. 

Thb  line  which  aeparatea  apoplexy  aiidng 

from  Taienlar  action  frDm  apoplexir  dep«ad- 

ing  on  other  infloeDcei,  ta  an^ogonl  to  that 

which  ia  carried  out  with  Tariooa  degreea  of 

«nu  an  aboitnl  omm  ofllve  w«tk>    prediion,  in  variooa  inBtancM,  between  Im- 

"^•^^.Tli'iilSKr-  ^^^^     teri"  «i>J  influnmetorr  afltctiana,  or,  gae. 

n  ovum  at  ttalipHiod  are  well  aeen,         ,,      _,  .».'..  ,  *■— ^■— »    .  '  p^ 

(btir  tunnral  Mate,  except  tbe  deddna    r>Ujt  thow  eflectioni  Which  reqalm  depMor; 

meamrei.     I  ihall  endearonr  to  point  oat 

■ome  of  the  difficnltiei  wludi  attnd  npoo 

Fio.  2.  diagTioaiB  in  theae  caaea;   then  to  anggert 

meana  for  the  remoral  of  thoee  diflenltlea. 

It  U  very  probable  that  the  baaii  of  Taa- 
cnlar  excitement  ia  often  laid  in  affectiona  of 
the  nerTona  ejtteni,  bowerer  nneh  tbia 
Taecular  eidtement  maj  reactj  and  become 
itaelf  a  lonrce  of  nenoua  affection.  Hut 
f  there  ii  a  rtate  of  the  nerroiu  iraton  in 
which  Talcular  eidtement  ia  eaaHf  let  ap, 
and,  it  ma;  be  prenined,  eaal;  parafted, 
we  h>Te  reaaon  to  believe,  from  iti  iradinr 
10  appredable  changea  of  itniclDre  In  tuA 
vwea.  Thia  holda  good  with  what  ia  called 
nermua  diaeaae  generally  <  and  It  ia  eitea* 
ilTeljr  tme  with  regard  to  phenomena  oocnr- 
ring  Duder  the  byaterical  cooatitnlion. 

But  there  ii  a  apedfio  diaeaae  woegnJaeH 
bjDoaologliti,  andponaingadeSnlteeowne, 
generally  ap.ingingoutof&e  hyiteriealeoo- 
■titation,  but  apparently  capable,  mtderatnag 
exciting  canaes,  of  oecaning  wiUioat  Mch 
piediiposition.  Iluaii  hyateiia  i  and  to  all 
the  phenomena  of  thia  illiVan,  tlw  lemarka 
aboTe  made,  ai  to  the  appropiJatenCM  of  ■ 
treatment  into  which  depMory  niiaaiiiii 
moat  be  admitted  fparlngly.  if  at  alt~-ta  all 


4]  at  »,  iaX 


inflllrat 


!  applicable. 

Bat  when  tiie  theory  here  eoggeated,  lo 
applicable  to  hysteria,  ia  extended  to  the 
hyateiical  conatitutirai,  it  ia  not  equally  aale. 
or  prodactiie  of  joat  liew*.     Many  ayBip- 
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USttiB,  or  groups  of  symptoms,  arise  and  run  with  a  marked  sense  of  constriction  in  the 

their  course  in  a  hysterically  disposed  per-  larynx. 

ton,  which  certainly  take  some  tinge,   or        For  a  fortnight  the  obstinacy  of  this  spasmr 
colour,  or  shape,  from  the  constitution  of  the  was  unabated,  and  no  food  or  liquid  was 
patient,  aa  every  disease  yaries  according  swallowed.     Her  mind  meanwhile  had  be- 
to  idiosyncrasy,   but  which  are  not  with-  come  perfectly  clear,  and  the  most  anxious 
out  mischierous    practicid    results    treated  efforts  were  made  by  her  to  OTcrcome  the* 
as,  'or    confounded    with,    the    hysterical  difficulty.     During  another  fortnight  s^iall 
disease.    This  latter  state  has  a  treatment  of  quantities  of  ice,  or  vinegar  and  water,  were 
its  own,  to  which  we  have  above  adverted,  occasionally  taken.     At  the  end  of  that  time 
s)>ecifically  different  from  that  of  other  dis-  we  succeeded  in  conquering  the  spasm  by 
eases.     But  symptoms,  or  trains  of  symp-  means  of  a  tube  attached  to  a  common 
toms,  may  spring  up  in  a  hysterical  constitu-  syringe  with  a  curved  extremity,  the  curve 
tioQ  belonging  to  nosological  heads  entirely  of  which  was  carried  behind  the  molar  teeth, 
distinct  from  hysteria :  and  these  symptoms  over  the  dorsum  of  the  tongue,  across  the 
will  demand  that  the  general  principles  of  posterior  fauces.     It  is  to  be  observed,  that 
treatment  applicable  to  their  proper  nosolo-  she  gave  us  the  most  ready  and  complete 
gical  placing  should  be  carried  out  :  and  this  assistance  towards  the  completion  of  this 
demand  will  not  safely  be  superseded,  though  measure.     Her  will  was  certainly  used  in 
it  may  be  modified  in  its  stringency,  by  the  concurrence  with  us ;  but,  unassisted  by  the 
hysterical  character  of  the  constitution  in  instrument,  it  was  powerless  to  help  her. 
which  we  presume  these  symptoms  to  be  During  this  time  the  mind  indeed  was  per- 
ocenmag,  fectly  clear.     Daily  nutritious  enemas  were 
The  following  cases  may  at  once  illustrate  given,  and  much  appeared  to  be  retained, 
this  view,  and  prove. its  importance,  or,  at  Broth   was  now    freely   injected    into   her 
ail  events,  its  right  to  be  considered.  stomach :  the  moment  after  a  full  expiration 
When  I  first  saw  the  young  lady  who  is  being  always  seized  for  Uiis  purpose.     Once 
the  subject  of  the  present  case,  and  who  was  only  she  opposed  this  measure,  her  expression 
a  florid,  well-grown  person,  aged  20,  of  the  of  countenance  being  at  the  same  time  wild 
mixed  nervous  and  sanguine  temperament,  and  unreasonable.     I  then  resorted  to  cold 
she  had,  for  some  days,  laboured  under  cere-  affusion  :  first  dashing  water  into  her  Uux, 
bral  symptoms.     Since  the  abridgment  of  then  pouring  it  on  her  head.     This  instantly 
her  last  period,  in  the  preceding  week,  there  quieted,  soothed,  and  pleased  her ;  and  she 
had  been  increasing  upon  her  acute  pain  in  instantly  took  the  food,  though  not  with  less 
the  head,  on  which  delirium  rapidly  super-  difficulty  than  before.     Meanwhile  aperient 
vened,  with  daily  rigors,  and  exti'eme  into-  enemas  kept  the  bowels    open ;    and   the 
lerance  of  sight,    iniis  was  her  state  when  I  bladder  never  acting  of  itself,  the  catheter 
saw  her.     She  had  been  freely  purged  in  the  was  used  every  twelfth  hour.     On  this  point, 
last  three  days;  nothing  further  had  been  by  the  way,  I  must  venture  to 'appeal  to  a 
done.  Her  complaintsof  pain  intheheadwere  case  published  by  Sir  B.  Brodie,  in  his  work 
incessant  at  that  time.     I  directed  that  her  on  Hysteria,  against  the  strong  disapproba- 
head  should  be  cropped  close — the  hair  being  tion  expressed  by  him  in  that  work  of  the 
luxuriant, — evaporating  lotions  applied  con-  use  of  the  catheter  in  hysteria. 
stantly,  and  three  grains  of  calomel  given        '*  In  a  patient," he  observes  (p. 67), ''who 
every  fourth  hour.     In  forty-eight  hours  the  had  long  laboured  under  hysterical  reten- 
evacuations  had  become  green.     No  increase  tion  of  urine,  the  bladder  was  found  enor- 
of  symptoms  had  taken  place,  but  no  abate-  mously  distended,   of  a  black  colour,   the 
■sent  of  them,  and  her  strengtl^  had  fallen  mucous  membrane  being  at  the  same  time 
much.  much  attenuated." 

Having  observed  some  periodicity  in  her        My  patient  now  improved,  and  convalesced 

symptoms,  and  some  other  evidences  of  ner-  very  gradually.     Since  the  head  symptoms 

vous  affection,  and  trusting  that  the  calomel  gave  way  she  had  constantly  complained  of 

hsd  placed  her  in  a  state  of  safety  in  respect  much  tenderness  of  abdomen.      This  con- 

lo  the  inflammatory  or  congestive  part  of  the  ttntted  long,  and  gradually  left  her ;  the  only 

case,  I  now  gave  her  sulph.  quinie,  gr.  ij.  remedies  used  in  relation  to  it  being  asafoe- 

4tis.  for  about  six  doses.     On    this    her  tida    and    mildly  aperient   enemas.      The 

strangtbincreaaed,  and  the  shiverings  ceased:  symptom  so  frequent  in  hysteria  shewed 

tlie  mind  also  became  clear.  And  now  set  in  itself  largely — that  of  immense  fecal  evacua- 

a  aeries  of  hysterical  symptoms.      Hiccup  tionscomingawayasthespasmodic symptoms 

first  took  place,  with  severe  spasms ;  soon  yielded.     When   waywardness  occasionally 

opistibotonosand  prosthotonos.  These  symp-  shewed  itself,  provided  there  was  sufficient 

toms  obtained  relief  from  free  doses  of  lau-  heat  of  skin,  we  repeated  the  cold  affusion. 

danuBi.     On  one  of  these,  however,  extreme  The  whole  attack  finally  subsided,  but  she 

ilij|inwsinii  of  pulse  ensued ;  and  then  a  sud-  long  continued  in  a  very  weak  state. 
dea  aad  total  inability  to  swallow  took  place.        The  above  case  was  considered  by  myseli 
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and  Mr.  Newington,  who  attended  with  me,    ment  adopted  before  I  took  charge  of  fbc 
as,  at  the  commencement,  meningitia.    But    case,  further  than  to  «ay  that  depletion  had 
we  took  into  consideration  the  nerrous  dia-    not  been  considered  exp^ient,  bat  I  wiH 
theaia  at  the  patient,  and  trusted  to  active    describe  the  state  of  the  patknt  at  that  tkae 
aperients,     calomel,    cold    lotions,   and    a    Sunday  the  23d.    She  was  tossing  her  armi 
darkened  room.     When  the  fsecal  eracna-    and  body  convulsively  about  the  bed  •  her 
^ons  shewed  that  the  calomel  had  affected    moans  at  the  same  time  ezpresainff  severe 
the  system,  and  nervous  symptoms  became    pain.    Her  countenance  death-UkeTcold  Mid 
prommwit,  we  resorted  purtiaUy  to  quinine,    pale,  except  one  flushed  spot  on  tiie  iSt 
principally  to  antispasmodics  and  sedativea,    cheek  ;  a  dark  Uvid  appearroce'surfoimiW 
Msisted  by  enemas,  cold  affusion,  and  Mr.    the  eyes,  which  were  o^^tdl  andSmf 
Newingtons  mgemous  instrument  for  the    the  sdcrotic  discovering  a  numbed  of  iniectod 
mtj^uctem  of  food  rewels.    The  pupils  contracted.  ^dC 

Had  tibe  above  long  train  of  symptoms  sible  to  light ;  the  tongue  protruded  from 
been  conducted  on  a  view  of  the  case  which,  the  mouth,  and  firmly  held  bVt^  te^ 
reoogmzmg  the  hysterical  diathesis  of  the  dosed  upon  it;  the  wtremitiea  ooU-^ 
patient,  would  have  anticipated  the  outbreak  hands  of  a  livid  blue  >  no  9v^i^^tM!^ 
of  hysteria  itself,  and  treated  the  mitiatory  at  either  wrist,  but  the  carotidT^i^^ 
head  symptoms  as  a  part  of  an  hysterical  thrilling  frequent  beat,  and  the  head  SbmJ^ 
itscase-^that  is,  had   antispasmodics  and    tremcJy  hot/"  «"«  newi  was  ex- 

sedatives  or  tonics  been  mstantfy  resorted  to        The  practice  adopted  bv  Mr    t>r,Vk.«A 
^how  would  this  case  have  priceeded  ?  without 'givinTa^lSmi  of  su^ 

This  question  may,  perhaps,  be  answered  removal  ST^r^usto^f  ILST^'  ^^ 
sattffactonW  through  anoUier  case,  which  I    of  cold  lotions,  wiS  a^'  JTs^  "^ 

la  tiie  spring  of  1840  1  was  ceosulted  relief,  he  says,  tiiu*  ohtainJww  w  ™2 

respectmg  a  young  lady,  aged  15,  whose  that   he   proceeded   to^S J  r^5Sf 

previoussymptoms.asdetailedbyhermoUier.  Thirty  leeS«iw«^.ppli«3^ 

•Ad  confirmed  on  otiier  autiiority,  areindeed  top  of  die  head,  whidf  Med  fr«hr      ll^ 

calculated  toffluatretethissubiect.     Shehad  evking,  findk«' ^  extremwt^ 

grown  rapidly^  was  of  the  nervous  tempera-  and  tiS  couplZncT  l^^S^if!U^' 

ment,  and  predisposed  to  hysteria.    At  the  fermg,)^pUtdmoTe\e^^^^ff^' 

commencementofJunel839.sheisde8cribed  plcT' He^^  noT^^t^^,  I^I 

by  her  mother  as  atteeked  by  head  symp.  calomel  itototSi«Hitii!3kSkif^  ^il^^* 

toms,    which   an  eminent   piictitionCT    at  theTw^^^  hAm       r**"^**^"**  > 

This  treatment  was  continui  from  tiie  14ti^  W^btZ^  f^aTL^"!*  ^f  *?^ 

to  the  23d  of  June  most  unsuccessfiJly ;  ^md  S^SST  however  ^  21!^  ?*  *  f^ 

kwou^d  appear  that  tiie  physician  desjonded  ^^y^oh^M^  "^'"^  «'  ^ 
as  to  the  event.    At  tiiis  point  of  time  the        Mondav  24tti  iSw!^.  v.  a   ^^  ^.,. 

jwe  was  transferred  to  fc.   Prichard.  of  but^^^'tiS;  «^  ti^^ 

Curious  respecting  tiiis  subject,  which  re-    ft  fitisl::;^'^  ""^  '^'''"''^    ^ 
called  to  my  mmd  tiie  case  kst  detaUed.        Tuesdav  — Aft*»r  •  h^^  •  u* 

for  thought,  in  the  dirtinotion  to  b,  Z^    JSnS  S^ftS.rSJ'ISr'^*^ 
between  bjUetia  and  inflammatoiT    action    eha^lLktiSlT' ^u  **  '    0>»a   m 

"  The  yo»4  hMiy/'   Mr.  TS?Z^^  T^^'"^^'  »f  f~t  P^  ««» lOMog. 

«rve.."idclmpli:edon^"'2^U^;  Mu^l'^'^'^  c«,uW«CSS. 

of  languor  and  debUity,  with  diiththMdache  ^^n^ff  .^^,    «""«»"«  fowe  and  de- 

On  Sunday  the«,  .yu.pto™s  hirf  I^^  „  SSC  W'^  T*^  ^  '"^^'  »»* 

important cfaaraeter :  Tomiting hado^md"  S. ^►i^  ^'?^'  "V V>roxyacm  of  kydnN 

i-iior  h«i  gi,e„  pta«  toTioZr^s^  "^  &.tot"^i.2S^  ir^ 

nance :  then  came  imperfectvision.  .qainting,    friithtorf  ^^^^^^"u"';"^  "^"""^ 
^vuUion.     I  wiU  not  advert  t^Setreaf:    ''S^''Zu't^Z'^!X:SSS; 
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■ensible  to  light.    The  bowek  and  bladder  over-active  and  Tolatile  mind  was  a  continued 

acted  involuntarily  under  the  gpaams.  drain  upon  nervous  energy.     Opulence  gave 

Acting  upon  his  hypot^is  that  the  case  her  the  fuljest  means  of  gratifying  it ;  and 

was  meningitis,  and  reasoning  from  the  rdief  finally  the  acquisition  of  rank,  to  which  she 

which  had   followed  depletion-  a  few  days  was  not  bom,   had  its  vertiginous  effect. 

before,  Mr.  Prichard  took  four  ounces  of  She  was  withal  a  hearty  eater,  and  full  liver, 

blood  in  a  full  stream.     The  artery  soon  though  spare  in  person.     Under  these  cir- 

afterwards  bursting  out  afresh,  eight  ounces  cumstances,  it  might  be  expected  that  the 

more  were  lost.    The  paroxysms  then  dimi-  hysterical  diathesis,  if  its  elements  existed  in 

nished  in  force,  and  soon  entirely  subsided,  her    constitution,   should    largely    develop 

Some  slight  progress  was  daily  made  until  itself.     We  might  expect  attacks  of  hys- 

the  9th  of  July,  in  the  night  of  which  the  terical  flatulence,  occa^onal  and  unexplained 

paroxysms  returned  with  much  force,  ac-  losses  of  nervous  power,  or  intense  excite- 

oompsnied  by  screaming.    The  bowels  hav-  ment  and  exaggerated  sensation ;  we  might 

ing  been  rather  torpid,  a  dose  of  castor  oil  expect,  also,  irregular  cardiac  action,  un- 

was  g^ven,  and  the  attacks  again  disappeared  strady  appetites  and  inclinations,  and  inces- 

on  Uie  relief  produced  by  its  operation,  sent  changes  of  plans  and  physicians ;  and 

From  this  time  ^  progress  of  the  patient  to  all  this  took  place.     But  tiiere  were  other 

recovery  was  uninterrupted  by  relapse.    The  symptoms  which  had  been  gradually  advanc- 

sight  being  gradually  restored,    the    eyes  ing  upon  this  lady.    These  were,  sjiasmodio 

becsme  acutely  sensible  to  light.     Food  was  movements,   with   numbness    and    loss    of 

taken,  though  with  difficulty,  owing  to  an  power  in  the  hand  and  right  lower  extremi- 

aphthous  state  of  the  mouth.    The  bowels  ties ;  the  first  making  writing  difficult,  the 

acted  freely,  and  entire  power  over  their  second  preventing  her  from  walking  without 

action,  as  well  as  that  of  the  bladder,  was  assistance,  and  occasioning  her  to  drag  her 

gradually  resumed.     Leeches  were  still  occa-  leg;   and  there  was  tightness  as  of  a  cord 

sionally  applied,  and  the  head  netted,  from  drawn  round  the  abdomen  :  and  it  is  to  be 

time  to  time,  with  a  spirit  lotion.     In  the  observed,  that  the  more  important  of  these 

course  of  the  treatment,  mercurial  ointment,  symptoms  were  not  transitory  and  fugitive, 

Mr.   Prichard  adds,  had  been  rubbed  into  but  permanent.     I  had,  for  some  time,  been 

the  head.  attending    this    lady,   and   had    materially 

This  case  is    termed  by  Mr.  Prichard  benefited  her  in  relation  to  some  symptoms 

menm^tU,  and  that  it  required  treatment  of  dyspepsia.    The  intense  pain  of  the  spine, 

appropriate  to  that  title,  as  conducted  by  whi^  she  experienced  at  a  fixed  point  about 

Mm,  is  very  evident ;  yet  it  exhibits  many  two  hours  after  taking  food,  was  relieved  by 

evidences  of  hysterical  <2ui/Aefts  .*  and  thence  dietetic  expedients,  t.  e.  by  occasioning  her 

it  happened,  I  presume,  tiiat  the  gentleman  to  exchange  solid  animal  food  and  green 

who   had  diarge  of  the  case  before  Mr.  vegetables   for    softening    and    farinaceous 

Prichard  treated  it  as  hytteria — a  disorder  food,  and  by  mild  aperients  substituted  for 

fbr  the  management  of  which  he  enjoys  high  drastic   doses.     But    now    a   consultation 

reputation.  occurred  between  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Mr. 

The  following  case  has  for  some  years  Hale  Thompson,  and  myself.     Tenderness 

circulated  through  medical  hands  in  London  was  found  on  gentle  percussion  being  made 

and  Leamington,  and  many  other  places,  on  the  spinous  processes  of  some  dorsal  ver- 

It  may  at  least  "  point  a  moral"  and  illus-  tebrse,  which  tenderness  had  escaped  attention 

trate  a  principle,  though  far  from  satisfactory  on  an  examination  made  by  former  surgeons ; 

in  R^rd  to  beneficial  results  to  the  patient  and  recumbency,   with  the  application  of 

beraelf.  moxas,  was  recommended.    The  advantage 

By  the  age  of  50,  the  lady  who  is  the  gained  on  this  plan  at  first,  in  its  subduing 

subject  of  this  case  had,  in  a  remarkable  pain  and  obviating  flatulent  indigestion,  was 

degree,  exhausted  the  energies  of  a  very  ex-  very  great.   But  the  stimulus  of  novelty,  and 

citable  constitution.     She  had  been  twice  the  pleasure  which  a  bearable  degree  even  of 

married.     Her  first  marriage,   during  the  pain  gave  to  one  whose  love  of  excitement 

brief  continuance  of  it,  had  been  one  of  pain  and  novelty  was  immoderate,  soon  wore  off. 

and  grief  to  her.     Her  mind  and  her  body  The  patient  became  tired,  restless,  careless 

were  worn  by  unavailing  exertions  and  sym-  in  her  diet,  and  generally  unobservant  of 

pathies  in  watching  over  a  sick  husband.     A  rules :  indeed,  the  facility  of  digestion  which 

state  of  leocorrhoea  then  commenced,  which  the  counter-irritants  gave  her  enabled  her  to 

was  aggravated  by  mismanagement  of  herself,  transgress  dietetic  rules  with  less   imme- 

In  order  to  supply  a  new  stimulus  and  diately     inconvenient     consequences.       Of 

object,  and  on  a  false  conception  of  healthi-  course  the  plan  failed,  spoilt  by  the  patient, 

ness,  she  devoted  herself  to  excessive  bodily  About  a  year  after  this  period  I  inquired 

exercise,  and  under  this  came  on  severe  pain  of  an  emuient  physician  then  attending  this 

in   the  loins  and  increase  of  leucorrhoea.  lady  how  she  was,  and  found  that  the  view 

Meanwhile,   the  insatUble  curiosity  of  an  of  her  case,  which  assumed  the  exbtence  of 
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Ml    inflammatory    apiiial     affectioD,    inde-  by  a  ■uooetaion  of  paroxyama  fermibatitig  in 

pendent  of  hysteria,  had  been    given  np  an  hysterical  affection  of  the  brain,  in  whicb 

entirely,  and  that  her  case  was  considered  as  ahtf  lay  comatose  and  with  dilated  pnpiU. 

falling  under  the  head  of  that  class  of  dia-  But  violent  paroxyama,  terminating  in  conur 

orders  for  which  the  term  hysterical  spine  and  dilated  pupils,  themselves  require  the 

haa    occaaiodally  been  used.      Discomfort  evidence  of  coexisting  hysterical  aymptoma, 

was  mitigated,  aa  it  had  been  before,  by  to  entitle  them  to  the  character  of  hysteria ; 

attention  to  the  digestive  organs ;  frequent  unless,  indeed,  they  have  yielded  to  a  treat* 

change  of  place  rdlieved  and  interested  her  ment  decidedly  antispasmodic ;   and  in  thia 

mind,  and  withdrew  her  attention  from  her  instance  the  treatment  of  the  oerebral'affec-' 

grievances ;  but  the  paralysis  remained  the  tion  is  not  communicated  to  us. 
same  and  unchanged.     Indeed,  I  have  com-        I  am  disposed  to  think  that  more  valuabfe 

petent  grounds  for  asserting  that  this  class  practical  results  are  likely  to  be  gained  from 

of  symptoms  has  increased*.     Now  I  do  not  an  hypotheais  of  paralyais  aimwlariwg  hya« 

undertake  the  defence  or  assertion  of  the  teria,  than  from    the    reverse   hypotheaia. 

practice  whidi  we  adopted  for  the  relief  of  Cases  of  both  kinds  occur  in  the  valuable 

the  presumed  inflammatory  apinal  symp-  *'  Posthumous    Medical    Writinga    of   Drr 

toma  ;  neither  do  I,  at  present,  vindicate  Parry;''  and  Dn  Billing  haa  recorded  a  case 

the  diagnosia  of  Sir  A.  Cooper,  Mr.  Hale  in  which  globus  hystericus,  with  palpitatioo, 

Tliompson,  and  myself,  which  resolved  them  ensued  in  a  young  man  upon  a  violent  strain 

into  meningeal  inflammation  and  subsequent  of  the  spine,  resulting  from  a  fall  under  a 

eflhsion  into  the  theca  vertebralis ;   but  I  heavy  weight. 

feel  justified  in  asserting  that  those  defi-  The  tendency  to  simulate  diaeaae,  which 
nitions,  on  the  right  observance  of  which  we  are  apt  to  attribute  to  hysteria,  is,  in 
mutual  understanding,  correctness,  and  con-  ^t,  resolvable  into  our  own  deficiendea  of 
sistency  of  practice,  must  depend,  are  mis-  diagnosis  in  the  existing  state  of  »n*Mli5Hi| 
chievously  relaxed  when  the  above  pheno-  science.  The  same  spirit  which  suggests 
mens  of  paralysis  are  viewed  as  phenomena  this  view  is  seen  in  the  tendency  to  ho- 
of hysteria,  pute  a  kind  of  unreality  to  other  pheno- 
Similar  doubta  may,  I  apprehend,  be  mena  of  hysteria.  It  is  an  admitted  hct 
entertained  as  to  the  deaignation  of  the  that  hysteria  contains  in  its  list  of  symptoms 
following  caser,  classed  by  Sir  Benjamin  a  disorder  of  the  faculty  of  imagination;  and 
Brodie  under  tiie  head  of  "  various  forms  of  thence  has  ensued  the  turn  sefuitur,  that  hya- 
local  hysterical  affections."  "  I  was  con-  terical  phenomena  are  ifmaginary. 
suited,"  he  observes,  *'  concerning  a  young  But  with  the  fullest  admission  of  the 
lady  who  complained  of  severe  pain,  and  difficulties  of  diagnosis  in  hysteria,  and  which 
morbid  tendemest  of  the  knee,  in  the  first  have  sometimes  been  underrated,  I  cannot 
instance,  attended  by  no  perceptible  enlarge-  agree  with  a  very  able  writer  who  haa  treated 
ment  of  the  joint.  The  remedies  which,  this  subject — I  mean  Mr.  Goodiad — ^in  his 
with  such  knowledge  as  I  then  possessed,  I  unqualified  strictures  on  the  use  of  the  tenn 
was  led  to  recommend,  gave  her  no  relief,  to  explain  certain  morbid  actions.  "  That 
and  after  some  time  a  slight  degree  of  tume-  which,  in  its  own  nature,  is  not  permanent," 
faction  took  place,  depending,  as  it  seemed,  he  says,  *<  cannot  explain  states  of  action 
either  on  a  fulness  of  the  small  vessels,  or  which  are  permanent."  Now  when  tha 
an  effusion  of  lymph  or  serum  into  the  sub-  eminent  writer  whom  Mr.  Goodlad  critic 
cutaneous  cellular  texture.  She  had  been  cises  in  these  terms,  admits  the  phenomena 
in  this  stete  for  a  considerable  time,  when  of  hysteria  to  be  fugitive,  he  is  q>eaking  not 
ahe  was  seized  with  a  succession  of  violent  of  the  reality  of  the  fact,  which  we  have  not 
paroxysms  of  hysteria,  which  terminated  in  yat  reached,  but  of  its  aunifesUtions  to  our 
a  state  of  hysterical  affection  of  the  brain,  in  senses  and  observation.  It  ia  not  hysteria 
which  she  lay  in  a  stete  approaching  to  whichisfugitive,but  the  hitherto  ascertained 
coma,  with  dilated  pupils.  She  was  now  phBuomena  of  that  disease,  or  of  the  oonsti- 
attended  by  the  late  Dr.  Babington  and  my-  tution  in  which  it  developes  itself,  which  are 
self.  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  whether  the  ao  :  and  we  have  no  right  to  reject  a  term 
disease  yielded  to  the  remedies  employed,  or  expressive  of  practical  £stinctions,  ao  ^  aa 
reached  ite  natural  termination ;  but  from  they  go,  beoLnie  they  fail  to  clear  up  the 
one  or  other  of  these  causes  the  patient  re-  whole  subject.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be 
covered,  and  from  that  time  she  never  eom-  conftssed  that  thia  subject  is  at  preaent  in  a 
plained  of  her  knee."  state  of  uawarranteble  vagueness ;  and  it  ia 

Now  the  evidence  of  this  having  been  a  desirable  that  we  should  endeavour  to  arrive 
local  hyaterical  affection  ia  sorely  defective,  at  a  better  understanding  aa  to  what  we  mean 
It  ia  ao  because  ahe  was  afterwards  attacked  when  we  employ  the  word  hysterja, 
Cullen's  definition  of  hysteria,  which,  aa 

«  Th^M  symptoma  ttrmiaated  in  death  soma  "^^^  '>*■  ^^^  ^>^^  improved  upon  by  any 

months  ago.  nosobgist,  is  as  follows : — "  Ventrii  mur« 
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mure,  Benras  globi  in  abdomine  96  TOlreiitis  being  less  likely  Co  iucitme  heat  of  akin  and 

ad  Yentricalfun  et  firaces  aacendentis,  ibiqne  action  of  pulae  thtfn  cinchona.     Five  mininn 

■trangulantii ;   sopor,  convnldones,  nrinse  of  it  in  camphor  mixture  were  ordered  ererj 

limpidee  copa  proftisa,  animus  nee  sponte,  sixth  hour,  with  requisite  attention  to  the 

TariusetmutabUis."    So  much  for  definition,  state  of  the  bowels,  which  had  been  pre* 

ITie  best  description  bf  far  is  that  of  Syden-  viondy  well    managed.    Upon   this   plan, 

ham's  "  Dxssertatio  Epistokris."     Beside  within  three  days,  idl  the  above  symptoms 

the  above  symptoms,  he  gives  a  graphical  were  entirely  reUeved. 

account  of  the  clavus  hystericus ;  the  pains  The  necessity  that  symptoms  should  be 

of  the  back ;   the  swelling  of  legs  distin-  thus  tested  before  they  are  assigned  to  the 

guished  from  oedema ;   the  alternate  crying  province  of  hysteria,  must  remain  in  force 

and  laughing  ;  the  palpitation  of  heart :  and  until  morbid  anatomy  shall  have  explored 

he  assigns  to  the  diathesis  of  hysteria  the  the  organic  laws  of  this  disease,  or  observa- 

sudden    death   sometimes    occurring    after  tion  enabled  us  to  describe  its  specifie  phe- 

parturition.  nomena. 

The  d^thesis  or  constitution  of  hysteria,  Indeed,  until  these   scientific   pixxsesms 

indeed,  is  best  described  as  a  tendency  to  shall  have  been  carried  further,  we  must 

take  on  snd  exhibit,  under  exdting  causes,  continue  unable  even  to  realise  any  general 

the  above  symptoms.     But  if  we  would  model  or  diagram  of  the  disease.    We  can 

render  the  above-noticed  definition  and  de-  possess  ourselves  of  a  conception  of  it  for 

scription  available  towards  a  sound  thera-  practical  purposes  only  by  bearing  in  mind 

peutical  purpose,  as  an  account  of  the  dis-  cases  representing  it  in  its  most  frequent 

ease,  we  must  remember  that  those  symp-  forms. 

toms,  many  of  whidi,  under  other  circum-  It  may  indeed  be  questioned  whether  thb 
stances,  characterise  other  maladies,  are  method  of  describing  or  tracing  out  disease 
diagnostic  of  the  disease  hysteria  only  in  has  not  been  departed  from  at  a  too  early 
tbdr  collective  state.  Nor  can  any  expe-  period  in  the  history  of  many  other  dis- 
dient  enable  us  to  test  the  quality  of  indi-  eases.  Certainly,  it  is  very  often  carried 
vidnal  symptoms  (with,  perhaps,  a  very  few  unconsciously  into  effect,  by  those 
exceptions)  except  the  ascertained  coexis-  who  imagine  themselves  to  be  general- 
tence,  or  the  abMnce,  of  such  other  symp-  ising,  wlole  they  are  actually  prac&ing  off 
toms  as  make  lip  with  it  the  hysterical  a  single  case,  and  that,  perhaps,  the  last  case 
group ;  unless,  indeed,  we  adopt  the  method  possessing  any  common  points,  that  they 
of  trying  it  by  treatment  upon  the  one  hypo-  have  witnessed.  In  foct,  the  truthfulness 
thesis  or  the  other.  which  a  case  possesses  recommends  it  in  pre- 
The  following  case  is  an  instance  of  the  ference  to  a  generalisation  from  an  analysb 
solution  of  this  question,  obtained  prind-  of  cases.  A  picture  is  more  agreeable  than  a 
pally  in  the  first  oif  these  ways,  though  cer-  diagram.  The  method  however  which  receives 
tainly  witii  a  very  Hmited  induction  of  such  anhiterestfromthislatter  circun]stanoe,some- 
ooncorrent  symptoms.  times  even  where  it  is  not  applicable,  affords 
Mrs.  Jones,  a  lady,  et.  35,  of  a  highly  our  only  justifiable  mode  of  applying  our  ex- 
nervous  temperament  and  ftdl  person,  mudi  perience,  when  tiie  limited  extent  of  our  ac- 
exhausted  by  exertions  in  the  management  quaintance  with  the  laws  of  the  subject  ren- 
of  a  Uu^  family,  had  been  confined  three  ders  an  attempt  at  generslisation  hazardous, 
weeks,  when  she  was  attacked  by  dyspnoea.  We  are  under  these  drcumstanoes  prudent, 
pain  down  the  right  side  of  the  thorax,  and  and  not  unphilosophical,  in  taking  single 
an  acute  pain  on  the  right  side  of  the  face,  cases  as  representing  heads  of  disease.  In 
with  pyroda.  The  breathing  was  much  this  way,  then,  we  should  at  present  endea- 
quickened ;  the  vesicular  murmur  complete,  your  to  make  ourselves  acquainted  irith 
bat  somewhat  too  strong  on  the  right  side }  the  hysteria. 

liaise  was  sharp,  quick,  and  exdted,  but  not  Conformably  with  this  view  I  shall  pro- 
hard.  She  had  nursed  her  in£uit.  Cupping  ceed  to  lay  before  you  four  faistances  of  hys- 
on tiiat  side  had  been  twice  performed)  when  teria ;  by  which  word,  when  used  akme,  I 
I  saw  her,  with  temporary  rdief  of  the  always  mean  to  express  the  disease,  not  the 
dyspnoea  and  pafai  in  the  tiiorax,  but  a  subse-  ^thesis. 

quent  return  ol  these  symptoms.  On  careful  I  donot  considerthls  divirionasexfaaustive. 
inquiry  I  found  that  uie  symptoms  observed  But  I  believe  these  forms  to  be  the  most 
periodical  acoesnons.  By  this  circumstance,  common;  and  I  presume  that  a  suspected 
by  the  neuralgic  character  of  the  facial  pain,  symptom  might  be  authenticated,  as  indioat- 
and,  I  should  add,  by  the  small  effect  pro-  ing  the  presence  of  the  disease,  and  requir- 
daced  by  depletion,  I  was  determined  to  iug  conformable  treatment,  or  might  be  dis- 
regard the  thoradc  phenomena  as  nervous,  proved  as  much,  according  as  it  is  found  in 
I  selected  the  liquor  arsenicalis  as  the  most  combination  with  the  rest  of  the  group, 
appropriate   remedy,   on    this   hypothesis,  The  first  may  be  termed  simple  hysteria. 
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The  second  if  ample  hysteria  in  a  more  in-  peutical  kind  had  been  done  for  thia  nnlbr- 

tenae  form ;  in  thia  case,  indeed,  terminating  innate  person.     She  was  examined, 
fetally.    The  third,  hysteria  with  comatose  or        The  stomach  was  entirely  empty ,  and  ooa> 

lethargic  symptoms.    The  fourth,  epileptic  tracted.  The  left  cavities  of  the  heart  empty ;. 

hysteria.  ftn  enormous  qoantity  of  black  blood  in  the 

FirHtform, — ^A  yonng  lady,  of  a  mixed  right  ventricle,  and  yet  more  in  the  anride, 

sangoine  and  nervous  temperament,  had  en-  much  coagulated.    The  pulmonary  artery 

joyed  good  health  to  her  18th  year  ;  her  and  the  venous  system  generally  filled  with 

only  illness  having  been  a  variola,  at  her  8th  bkck  blood.    No  other  abnormal  point  in 

year.  Playing  at  ball  with  some  companions,  the  brain  than  venous  oongestion. 
she  is  seized   with  giddiness  and  nausea.        This  case  derives  an  additionsl  interest 

Soon  after  spasmodic  movements  take  place,  from    the  uninterrupted    and  unmitigated 

with  no  obvious  reason  ;  they  return  the  next  course  which  its  symptoms  were  unforta- 

and  following  day ;   two  months  then  elapse  nately  permitted  to  take, 
without  further  symptoms  ;  about  the  end        Hysteria,  with  eomatase    or   Uthwrgic 

of  that  time  she  becomes  moody,  disposed  sjftnptoma, — A  young  person,  set.  21,  of 

to  solitude,  and  taciturn ;  she  now  complains  sound  constitution,  and  regular  in  regard  t» 

of  a  trembling  sensation  in  the  hypogastric  catamenia,  was  crossed  by  her  parents  in  an 

region.     Presently  a  lump  or  ball  appears  to  attachment  which  she  had  formed.     Irregu- 

be  rising  from  that  region,  and  mounting  to  larity  occurs,  spasmodic  movements,  a  sense 

the  larynx,  when  she  has  a  very  disagreeable  of  suffocation,  and  thp  clavua  and  globus 

sense    of    coostriction  ;    soon    afterwards  hystericus,  with  a  creeping  feel  referred  to* 

general  convulsions,  with  loud  screams,  and  the  hypogastric  region.     Shortly  afberwaids, 

unmeaning  bursts  of  laughter  and  tears,  and  a  letter  ftom  her  lovor  being  refosed  her, 

every  sort  of  contortion.     A  sense  of  com-  she  is  attacked  more  violently  than  before, 

pression  also  about  the  hypochondriac  region,  and  she  then  goes  into  a  state  nearly  amount- 

and  a  fixed  pain  at  the  occiput.  She  requires  ing  to  coma ;  she  loses  all  knowledge  of  per- 

to  be  held  with  great  force  to  prevent  her  hurt-  sons  and  things,  and  power  of  movement, 

ing  herself  or  others.     Each  paroxysm  lasts  She  has  trismus,  spasmodic  stricture  of  the 

four  or  five  hours,  and  suddenly  terminates  pharynx,    so  that  deglutition  is  imposai- 

in  a  copious  evacuation  of  limpid  urine.  ble.     She  seems  incapable  of  artionliition  i 

Simple  hyeteria  running  a  fatal  coune*^'  her  eyes  are  fixed ;  her  eyelids  closed.  Her 
A  young  person  of  geneiral  good  health  is  pulse  meanwhile  is  soft  and  regular.  This  state 
attacked  with  convulsions  in  her  eighth  year,  lasted  seven  days ;  in  the  course  of  it  she  was 
which  are  not  repeated  until  the  period  at  leeched  behind  the  ears,  and  blistered,  with 
which  the  attack  to  be  described  commences,  little  obvious  effect.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
She  is  now  aged  fifteen  years,  and  has  men-  she  recovered  her  senses,  retaining  but  little 
struated  eight  months.  The  period  is  then  impression  of  what  had  passed, 
arrested  by  a  fright.  The  next  period  is  in-  Epileptic  hyeteria» — ^The  frequent  absence 
complete,  and  she  feels,  under  its  imperfect  of  other  hysterical  phenomena  in  those  wha 
occurrence,  general  uneasiness ;  a  sense  of  are  attacked  with  this  obmparatively  harm- 
weight  in  her  arms  and  legs,  and  anxious  ap-  less  series  of  fits,  renders  the  term  hysteria 
prehensions  respecting  some  duties  which  somewhat  questionable.  It  rescues  this  daaa 
she  supposes  herself  to  neglect.  The  next  of  cases  from  imputation  of  epilepsy,  and  the 
day  a  sense  of  strangulation  at  the  larynx  prognosis  consequent  on  that  supposition, 
and  inflation  of  the  abdomen,  virith  convul-  The  first  occurrence  of  a  fit  of  this  kind  in- 
sive  movements  of  the  trunk  and  limbs.  The  a  young  lady  of  full  and  healthy  figure,  and 
strangulation  prevents  her  taking  the  amallest  of  undiaken  general  health,  whom  I  ai- 
quantity  of  fluid.  A  large  and  lim)>id  flow  teoded  in  1838,  was  immediately  after  eating 
of  urine  recurs.  a  hearty  supper.     But  the  period  had  been 

On  the  third  day  she  is  conveyed  to  the  for  some  time  becoming  irregular,  deficient 

hospital.  The  sense  of  suffocation  increases,  in  quantity,  and  remote  in  occurrence.   Her 

and  she  utters  loud  screams,  expressing  ap-  general  appearance  was  that  of  excellent 

prehension  that  she  will  soon   be  unable  health  ;  her  pulse  was  soft  and  quiet ;  heart's 

to  breathe;   the  abdominal  muscles  acting  action   sluggish,  tongue  rather  dry.    The 

with  great  force.    Meanwhile  the  pulse  at  following  facts  were  communicated  to  me  in- 

the  wrist  is  conti-acted,  hard,  frequent,  and  ddentally  :  that  she  had  been  largely  using 

irregular.     The  impulse  of  the  heart  con-  the  nostrum  of  Mr.  Morison,  just  before 

aiderable ;    the  skin  red,  and  covered  with  the  first  fit ;  that  in  the  early  pert  of  her 

perspiration.     In  six  hours  this  patient  is  no  lite  she  had  been  subject  to  violent  epistazis ; 

more.  It  is  stated  by  M.  Louvet  Villerniey,  that  the  application  of  some  leeches,  which 

from  whom  I  obtain  this  case,  that  during  bled  excessively,  had  changed  this  habit» 

these  three  days  nothing  whatever  of  a  thera-  but  Left  her  much  skaken  in  strength ;  that 
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■be  had  grown  rapidly  in  early  life,  then  sud-  the  work  of  endeavouring  to  draw  distine- 

denly  ci^ed  to  grow,  and  became  Tery  large  tions  nntil  oar  aubject  has  become  clear,  we 

In  person  ;   that  ahe  was  subject  to  a  state  n^lect  the  Tery  means  by  which  alone  that 

of  coryxa  and  defluzion  from  the  nose,  dur*  point  is  attainable. 

ing  which  she  was  always  quite  free  from  fits ; 

that  they  were  irrqjular  in  occurrence,  some-      '  -     -  -  - 

times  happening  two  or  three  times  a  day,  sxtractb  prom  a  papbk  in  tbk  dubi.in 
sometimes  being  absent  for  many  weeks,  or  mrdical  journal, 

even  months ;  and  that  they  came  on  gene-  » 

rally withsome  recognisable  moral  orphysical  shbwiwc  thb 

existing  cause.  EFFECTS  OF  HYDRIODATE  OF 

That  uterine  obstruction  was  Ac  agent  hi  ARSENIC  AND  MERCURY. 

this  morbid  state,  I  have  no  doubt.     What-  

ever  good  I  did  this  young  lady,  and  some 

was  effected,  was  in  proportion  to  the  relief        Extract  from  Mr,  CarmivhaeVtCatet, 
which  I  afforded  her  on  this  hypothesis.  Her  — In  one  case  of  lupus,  of  ten  years' 
longest  freedom  from  the  fit,  whUe  under  my  standing,  in  which  great  deformity  had 
treataaent,  was  while  she  underwent  a  course  been  occasioned  by  the  disease  on  the 
of  Hummer's  piU  and  octrart  of  henbime,  features  of  a  young  lady  on  whom  all 
which,  wen  when  it  did  not  mcrease  the  ^^  ^^^^^  remedies  had  been  tried,  the 
"^^^^^^^                '  liquor  of  hydriodate  of  arsenic  and  mer- 
"^t^^^'re-c.^-,  three  of  ^J  f^ff  --t  decided  benefit, 
them  from  the  valuable  work  of  Mr.  L.  fnd  seemed  to  put  an  immediate  check 
ViUermay,  rather  as  illustrating  a  principle  of  *<J  ^^^  progress  of  the  malady.     In  one 
division,  than  as  satisfactory  specimens  of  o'  ^7  lectures,  I  stated  the  case  of  a 
its  completion.  ^^^  ^"O  had  lost  a  great  part  of  the 
AU  these  forms  of  disease  require  a  method  vomer,  and  in  whom  much  deformityhad 
of  practice  which,  as  recognised  in  hysteria,  consequently  ensued  from  an  obstinate 
I  need  not  enlarge  upon  in  this  place.   Con-  attack  of  lupus,  who  in  the  course  of  a 
fined  to  these  groups  of  symptoms,  this  few  weeks  so  far  recovered  as  to  be 
practice  is  safe,  and  often  curative :  extended  discharged  from  the  hospital  apparently 
to  certain  other  symptoms  which  may  pre-  well.     I  perceive  there  n as  been  no  re<> 
sent  themselves  in  the  hysterically  disposed,  lapse  of  the  disease,  as  he  was  told  to 
but  exphiinable  on  a  different  hypothesis,  return  to  the  hospital  should  any  sus- 
or  appUed  to  a  more  limited  number  of  the  picious  symptoms  make  their  appear- 
above  symptoms,   I  have  endeavoured  to  ^nce 
point  out  that  it  is  fraught  with  danger  and        j^'  another  case  in  which  the  nose 

mischief.  ,   .^  ,  ^,  . .,     *    j    ««*  was  affected,  and  not  only  the  turbi- 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  tendency  to  „„a.j   k^««„  V.,f  *u^  ^^^J^  Xs^a  «<«.«,. 

confound  disease  with  diathesis  or  comititu-  ^^^^  bones  but  the  vomer  had  exfo- 

tioniabynomeanslunitedto hysteria.  Thus  ^'^^  a  perfect  recovery  took  place 

the  word  indigestion  in  its  general  use  ex-  ^^^^^  »  ^^J^^  months    perseverance  in 

presses  a  habit  of  constitution.     So  Dr.  the  remedy. 

Johnson,  so  Dr.  Paris  uses  it.    But  indiges-         ^r.  Crokers  Cfl«.— Bernard  Delany 

tion,  as  treated  of  by  Dr.  Wilson  Philip,  is  (about  8  years  old)  was  affected  with 

a  certain  form  jjf  disease  frequenly  recog-  psoriasis  guttata,   particularly   of  the 

nised  indeed  in  the  dyspeptic.  It  is  a  subacute  upper  extremities.     He  got  3ii.  of  the 

phlegmasiaof  the  stomach,  or  more  frequently  liquor  in  an  eieht-ounce  mixture,  and 

perhaps  of  the  liver.     Meanwhile,  those  took  5iss.  of  tiiat  mixture  night  and 

who  should  practise  from  his  work,  unaware  morning.     I  tried  the  use  of  a  lotion 

of  this  virtual  limitation  of  its  subject,  are  (equal  parts  of  the  liquor  and  water) 

liable  to  transfer  therapeutics  appropriate  to  on   one  arm  for  experiment,  and  the 

the  disease  m   the  above  sense,  to    that  m^e  rapid  improvement  of  that  arm 

pneral  habit  more  frequently  chanctenaed  ^„  q^i^g  apparent.     Soon  after,    the 

bythetermmdigestion.  treatment  was  discontinued;    yet  the 

If  any  leave  this  place  ^;^r;^^  previous  use  of  the  remedy  had  been  so 

tinct  and  uncertam  on  the  ab^e  disquisition  fi«i^.,„'  „„  xi,.,.  „i,««  «,/i«„*  „„,„  »,:«, 

reUtive  to  hysteria,  I  beg  him  to  reicmber,  efficacious,  that  when  we  last  saw  him 

that  deamcis  of  dUtinSion  must  be  com-  we  Dronounced  him  cured, 
mensurate  with  clearness  of  knowledge  ;  and         f^]"'    (r  raves*,  Cfl*e  -Mary   Cullen, 

that  hitherto  the  interesting  subject  of  this  aged  60,  had  been  affected  with  psonasis 

evening's  lecture  has  been  enveloped  m  the  for  fifteen  years  :  the  disease,  at  first 

most  intricate  obscurity.    Meanwhile,   let  mild  and  confined  to  a  few  parts  of  her 

it  be  also  remembered  that  if  we  pos^one  body,  gradually  extended  over  almost 
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the  whole  surface  of  her  skin ;  and  a  disease  having  the  character  of  im- 

when  she  was  admitted  into  Sir  Patrick  petigo   figurata   of   strumous   origin, 

Dun's  Hospital,  it  presented  all  the  covering   the  face,  chest,  arms,   and 

marks  of  a  most  inveterate  affection,  thighs,  but  particularly  well  marked 

On  the  10th  of  November  she  com-  at  the  flexures  of  all  the  joints.    Has 

menced  the  liquor  of  hydriodate  of  ar-  been  subject  for  many  years  to  chronic 

senic  and  mercury,  taking  daily  three  bronchitis,  with  severe  paroxysms  of 

draughts,  each  containing  half  a  drachm  asthma.     Curative   means  were   em- 

of  the  hquor.    Alter  some  days  the  ployed,  attended  with  more  or  less  suc- 

medicine  was  discontinued,  as  it  dis*  cess ;  but  whenever  a  mitigation  of  the 

agreed  with  both  the   stomach  and  cutaneous  affection  occurred,  the  cough 

head,  but  it  was  shortly  afterwards  re-  and  asthma   returned  with   violence, 

sumed  in  smaller  doses ;  and  when  the  Means  having  been  employ^ed  to  alle- 

patient*8  constitution  had  become  ac-  viate  the  bronchitic  afi^tion,  Sir  H. 

customed  to  it,  the  dose  was  gradually  Marsh  considered  this  to  be  a  suitable 

augmented,  and  finally  she  took  half  a  case  for  an  impartial  trial  of  the  solu- 

drachm  of  the  liquor  four  times  a  day  tion  of  arsenic,  mercury,  and  iodine 

for  about  two  months.  The  effects  of  the  (brought   before  the  profession   and 

remedy  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  ex-  prepared  by  Mr.  Donovan ),  with  a  view 

Sectations,  for  it  caused  an  almost  total  to  the  removal  of  the  skin  affection, 

isappearance  of  the  cutaneous  erup-  The    dose    administered   was   fifteen 

tion.  minims  twice  a  day,  increased  gradually 

Dr.    Irving  $    Case. — It   would    be  to  one  scruple,  and  finally  given  in  haff 

tedious  to  relate  the  entire  history  of  drachms.   This  mode  of  treatment  was 

this  case :  it  is  suflicient  to  say,  that  he  cautiously  pursued  for  somewhat  less 

took  various  remedies.  Dulcamara  and  than  a  month,  with  a  gradual  amend- 

Plummer's   pill  among   the    number,  ment  of  the  cutaneous  disease,  which 

without  any  benefit,  unless  temporary  entirely  disappeared,  without  aggrava- 

relief  from  itching^.  tion  but  rather  amendment  of  the  bron- 

From  the  experience  of  many  cases  chial  irritation, 

which  I  had  treated  without  permanent  Dr.  Charles  (yReilly^t  Case. — In  the 

benefit  at  the  Maison  de  Sant^,  with  September    Number   of    the    Dublin 

Fowler's  solution  of  arsenic,  iodine.  Journal,  you  invite  such  members  of 

and  mercury,  separately  administered,  the  profession  as  have  employed  the 

I  was  inclined  to  doubt  their  efficacy ;  liquor  hydriodatis  arsenici  et  hydrar- 

I  therefore  determined  to  try  the  com-  eyri,  to  acquaint  you  with  the  result, 

pound  of  these  three.    My  patient  had  In  accordance  with  that  request  I  for- 

now  been  upwards  of  tnree  months  ward  three  cases,  in  two  of  which  the 

under  treatment,  and  to  say  the  truth  success  was  complete.     The  third  is 

was  little  the  better  of  all  the  medicine  considerably  improved.    Other  reme- 

he  had  taken.  dies  were  employed  in  all  the  cases. 

He  took  a  draught  containing  58S. of  both  by  myself  and  others;  such  as 

liquor  hydriodatis  arsenici  et  nydrar-  Plummer's  pill,  muriate  of  mereury, 

g^'rithree  times  a  day  from  the  11th  of  iodine,  Fowler's  solution  of  arsenic, 

Pebruanr  to  the  28th  of  April.    On  the  vegetable  infusions  and  decoctions,  such 

28th  of  April  the  disease  was  quite  assarsaparilla.  elm  bark,  dulcamara  and 

cured.  articum  lappa,  with  local  applications 

Mr,  Cusack^i  Cotes, — I   have  used  in  the  form  of  solutions  and  unguents, 

the  liquor  of  hydriodate  of  ai*8enic  and  without  success.    The  first  was  a  case 

mercury  freely  in  secondary  venereal  of  psoriasis  diffusa,  occupying  princi- 

eruptions,  both  papular  ana  scaly.    I  pally  the  lower  extremities.    She  was 

found  the  eruptions  yield  rapidly  to  its  a  married  woman,  and  ip  the  fourth 

administration  in  the  dose  of  one  scruple  month  of  pregnancy.    Aware  of  the 

to  two,  three  times  each  day.     In  two  peculiar  susceptibility  of  constitution 

instances  the  mouth  became  tender,  during  that  ^riod  to  salivation,  &c.  as 

and  a  slight  salivation  followed;  but  well  as  the  irritability  of  stomach  that 

in  no  case  have  I    observed  any  un-  usually    prevails    during    the    early 

pleasant  consequences.  months  of  gestation,  I  hesitated  to  em- 

Sir  Henry  Marsh's  Case,  reported  hy  ploy  the  liquor  of  hydriodate  of  arsenic 

Dr,    Burton    at  Steveus'    Hospital,-^  and  mercury  at  first,  but  finding  the 

James  O'Brien,  Bet.  12,  labouring  under  disease    becoming    more    troublesome 
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«nd  Tapidly  extending,  I  commenced  circularly ;  the  scale  falling  off  leaves 

with  fifteen  drops  twice  a  day  in  a  glass  the  cuticle  below  red  and  tender,  and 

of  barley  water ;  the  dose  beins  gradu-  is  succeeded  bv  a  larger  one  which 

ally   increased  to  thirty.    Wnen  she  goes  through  tne  same  process.    The 

arrived  at  twenty,  which  was  in  about  head,    when   shaved,    disclosed    the 

^n  days,  she  was  compelled  to  desist  crown   covered    with   yellow   crusts, 

from  its  use,  owing  to  the  sickness  it  thicker  and  harder  than  those  on  the 

occasioned :  but  not  until  the  disease  extremities. 

had  completely  disappeared,   leaving  Fowler's  arsenical  solution  was  pre- 
Bothing  but  a  slight  tinge  on  the  skin,  scribed  for  this  man,  and  after  continu- 
Three  drachms  pnly  of  the  solution  ing  its  use  for  a  fortnight,  and  taking  a 
were  administered.  warm  bath  twice  a  week,  the  eruptron 
My  second  case  was  one  of  tinea  is  nearly  in  the  same  condition  as  on 
capitis,  of  two  years'  standing,  in  a  his  admission.    The  h^driodate  of  pot- 
boy of  eight  years  old.    I  caused  him  ash  was  then  tried  with  him,  but  the 
to  commence  the  solution  as  a  last  re-  lepra  resists  the  hvdriodate  with  the 
source,  having  employed  in  vain  the  same  obstinacy  as  the  arsenic, 
means  suggested  by  Bateman,  Planche,  The  patient  was  then  put  on  the 
,and  Bret,  and  the  parents  using  the  liquor  of  hydriodate  of  arsenic    and 
empirical  remedies,  such  as  pitch-caps,  mercury,  five  drops  three  times  a  day. 
x>intments,  &c.  so  firequently  vaunted.  After  <me  week^s  vse  the  lepra  is  begin- 
:The  dose  I  commenced  with  was  six  ning  to  yield  to  this  remedy,  which  nas 
drops  three  times  a  day,  which  I  gra-  been  increased  to  ten  drops  thrice  a  day, 
dually  increased  to  twelve,  the  largest  and  then  to  fifteen  and  twenty  drons. 
given.  In  the  space  of  one  month,  and  Under  the  use  of  this  preparation  tne 
before  half  an  ounce  had  been  adminis-  lepra  yielded  slowly  but  steadily. 
tered,  the  disease  had  totally  disap-  Nov.  10.  The  lepra  has  disappeared, 
peared.    In  the  case  related,  I  also  ap-  except  three  or  four  half-formea  scales 

Slied  the  following  ointment  to  the  on  the  legs.  He  now  returned  to  his 
iseased  surfaces :  equal  parts  of  iodine  duty  as  a  sergeant  of  police, 
and  citrine  ointments,  as  an  adjunct  Vase  from  Sir  Henry  Marsh,  r«- 
to  the  remedy,  although  conscious  from  ported  by  Dr.  Buxton, — James  Lan- 
past  experience  of  its  inefiicacy  by  it-  drican,  eet.  12  years,  admitted  into  Dr. 
self.  The  last  case  was  one  of  syphilitic  Steevens'  Hospital,  December  16, 1840, 
lepra,  rapidly  improving  under  half-  under  the  care  of  Sir  H.  Marsh,  labour- 
drachm  doses  three  times  a  day.  I  have  ing  under  a  severe  form  of  psoriasis 
also  witnessed  its  |;ood  effects  in  a  case  guttata,  manifestly  of  strumous  origin : 
of  psoriasis  labialis.  From  my  expe-  tne  eruption  being  most  abundant  upon 
rience  of  its  good  effects  in  the  above-  ihe  legs  from  knee  to  ankle,  and  upon 
mentioned  cases,  I  have  no  hesitation  the  arms  from  elbow  to  wrist.  States 
in  expressing  my  opinion,  that  the  that  he  has  been  subject  to  this  disease 
Drofession  snould  feel  deeply  your  for  two  years;  that  it  disappears  at 
debtor  for  the  introduction  of  so  potent  intervals  from  some  parts  of  the  body, 
a  therapeutic  agent  into  the  list  of  re-  while  it  shows  itself  on  others ;  that 
znedies.  since  its  first  appearance  he  has  not 
From  the  Cote-Booh  of  the  City  of  been  entirely  free  from  it ;  that  none  of 
Dublin  HoepitaL—GeoTge  M'Gee,  st.  his  family  labour  under  any  similar 
29,  under  the  care  of  Professor  Wil-  affection.  His  general  health  is  good : 
Uams,  was  admitted  July  14.  On  both  bowels  rather  inclined  to  be  consti- 
lower  extremities  and  the  arms  there  pated ;  skin  rough  and  anserine ;  per- 
f^re  severid  patches  of  eruption,  covered  spiration  very  scanty:  no  internal  or- 
with  a  scale  of  silvery  whiteness,  ele-  ganic  disease  can  be  detected.  Sir  H. 
vated  above  the  surrounding  cuticle ;  Marsh  considered  this  a  suitable  case 
but  the  scale  is  not  so  thick  as  in  com-  for  the  exhibition  of  the  liquor  hydrio- 
mon  lepra,  and  more  resembles  lepra  datis  arsenici  et  hydrargyri,  prepared 
p^yracea.  They  are  not  painful,  but  by  Mr.  Donovan, 
exceedingly  itchy.  New  ones,  scarcely  The  patient  took  fifteen  minims  three 
the  size  of  the  head  of  a  pin,  but  times  a  day.  This  was  continued  during 
covered  with  a  scale  like  the  larger  39  days  from  date  of  admission,  without 
ones,  are  scattered  over  various  parts  of  producing  much  apparent  effect.  The 
the  trunk  and  limbs.     They  spread  dose  was  then  augmented  by  fifteen 
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minims  pet  day,  and  he  was  directed  face  and  hands,  coyered  with  the  scaly 

to  apply  a  lotion  two  or  three  t^mes  a  patches,  roueh,  chappv ;    the  cuticw 

day  to  the  eruption,  consisting  of  equal  dry,  red,  and  here  and  there  deeply 

parts  of  the  liquor  of  hydriodate  of  furrowed ;    the  abdomen  and   thiglis 

arsenic    and    mercury,    and   distilled  completely    covered.      She   described 

water.      He  was.  also  placed  in  the  her  suffenngs  at  night  as  intense,  the 

vapour  bath  every  second  day.    This  greater  part  of  which  time  she  spent  in 

treatment    was    continued   until    the  scratching  the  inflamed  skin.   Slie  had 

sixty-fourth  day   from  admission,    at  consulted  many  doctors  with  occasional 

which  time  the  eruption  had  gradually  temix>rary    (only)    benefit.      1    com- 

but   wholly    disappeared  t    the    zoms  menced  the  treatment  by  opening  the 

showed  traces  of  the  mildest  insaiiva-  bowels,  a  full  bleeding  from  the  arm, 

tion  ;    the  general  health  was  much  and  the  warm  bath,  which  last  remedy 

improved;  appetite  good  ;  skin  softer )  was  occasionally  used  during  the  coarse 

perspiration  more  tree.    He  was  dis-  of  treatment:  she  then  commenced  the 

charged  February  27th ;  and  when  last  use  of  your  solution.    She  consulted 

seen,  three  months  from  that  date,  he  me  on  the  18th  of  April,  and  continued 

had  experienced  no  return  of  the  dis-  the  solution  without  any  other  remedial 

ease.  treatment  than  that  above  mentioned, 

Dr,  Robert  J,  Hicks&n*a  ease, — I  feel  and  on  the  last  week  of  June  she  pre- 

great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  sented  herself  perfectly  cured,  and  in 

the  happy  results  which  followed  the  the  possession  of  excellent  health  and 

administration  of  the  liquor  of  hydrio^  spirits. 

date  of  arsenic  andmercnry  in  the  cases  Dr.  Whitest  seeond  cam.— A  woman, 

which  came   under   my   observation,  aged  50,  five  years  ago  struck  her  fiace 

In  an  indolent  ulcer  on  the  temple  of  against  a  swinging  scale  in  a  dark 

ten  years'  standing,  in  which  the  gra-  pantry.     The  pain  was  not  of  long 

nulations  were  almost  gristly,  I  tried  duration ;   but,  some  weeks  after  the 

various    stimulants    and    escharotics,  injury,  the  part  became  acutely  painful, 

without  the  least  benefit,  and  at  the  interfering  much  with  her  sleep  and 

same  time  having  recourse  to  constitu-  general  health.    A  hard  rugosity  was 

tional  remedies.     I  then  administered  now  felt  about  half  an  inch  from  the 

Mr.  Donovan's  liquor,  in  the  manner  ala  nasi  of  the  right  side,  or  midway 

prescribed  by  himself,  as  an  internal  between  the  angle  of  the  mouth  and 

medicine  and  as  an  external  lotion,  nose.    The  progress  of  the  ulceration 

which  completely  changed  the  cha-  was  slow,  the  scab  occasionally  falling 

racter  of  the  ulcer ;  it  assuminj^  a  more  off;  the  edges  of  the  skin  being  of  a 

healthy  appearance,  and  secreting  kind  Violet  colour,  with  a  doughy  feel.    At 

pus.    In  less  than  three  weeks  there  the  time  of  using  your  preparation, 

was  a  perfect  cure  effected.    In  another  the  disease  extended  from    the  spot 

ulcer  on  the  instep,  in  which  there  was  mentioned    to  the   angle  of  the  eye 

great  irritation,  I  applied  the  lotion  ;  and  nose  of  the  opposite  side,  and 

and  in  two  or  three  applications  the  presented  the  true  cnaracters  of  /ti/mt 

irritability  was  effectually  destroyed,  with  hypertrophy.    Her  general  health 

and  the  ulcer  healed  by  mild  dressings,  good,  but  wasted    with  fretting  and 

I  have  also  tried  its  efficacy  in  a  case  nocturnal  pain  :  countenance  pale,  sal- 

of  sibbens,  in  which  there  were  high  low,  and  cadaverous.     I  prescribed  for 

fungous  excrescences  from  the  ulcers,  her  twenty  minims  of  the  liquor  of  hy- 

as  an  external  application,  and  at  the  driodate  of  arsenic  and  mercury,  to  be 

same  time  gave  it  internally.    In  this  taken  three  times  a  day,  with  the  ap- 

case  I  have  also  witnessed  the  same  plication  of  a  lotion  consisting^  of  equal 

beneficial  results,  cutting  down  the  ex-  parts  of  the  liquor  and  distilled  water, 

crescences,  and  completely  eradicating  She   continued   taking  her  medicine 

the  affection  from  the  system.  until  May  1 7,  when  five  minims  were 

Dr.Whitt?8jir$tca$e, — MaryAylmer  added  to  each  draught.  On  the 27th, 
had  been  afflicted  with  that  form  of  in  consequence  of  sickness  and  head- 
disease  called  psoriasis  diffusa,  from  the  ache,  they  were  discontinued  for  H 
period  of  puberty,  her  age  beins  now  1 8,  week,  and  resumed  and  continued  until 
a  comely,  well-grown  gin,  but  of  strongly  the  20th  of  June,  when  they  were  dis* 
marked  strumous  diatnesis.  The  entire  continued,  all  traces  of  the  disease 
of  the  body,  with  the  exception  of  the  having  disappeared,  nor  has  it  returned. 


LIQUOR  OP  HYORIODATE  OF  ARSBNIG  AND  MBRCURY.         321 

Hec  general  health  is  much  unproved,  sued.  1  directed  ten  minims  to  be  given 

as  much  fixxn  the  joy  and  happiness  night  and  morning,  and  a  lotion  com- 

ahe  experiences  at  the  removal  of  so  posed  of  one  part  solution  with  three 

unsi^Uy  a  disease.    The  lotion  was  of  distilled  water  to  be  kept  constantly 

applied  frequently  with  a  camel  hair  applied.    In  about  a  fortnight  improve- 

brush :  the  application  was  followed  by  ment  was  very  evident :  the  crust  after- 

a  little  smarting.  wards  came  off  quite  whole :  healtj^ 

Atr.  Jontt^s  cam.^-I  have  great  plea-  granulations  appeared,  and  by  the  mio- 

sure  in  being  able  to  speak  very  fa-  ale  of  June  it  was  quite  healed  |  and 

vourably  of  the  action  of  the  liquor  of  the  nose  is  now  looking  healthy  and 

hydriodate  of  arsenic   and   mercury,  natural. 

One  case  of  lupus,  in  an  early  stage,  Dr,  Bigger' »  eate$. — I  feel  hanpy  in 

came  under  my  notice  some  time  since,  bein^  able  to  testify  to  the  utuity  of 

Conium,  and  every  means  that  could  the  liquor  bydriod.  arsenici  et  hvdrarg. 

be  suggested  to  allay  the  pain,  had  first  introduced  to  the  public  by  vou. 

been  tned  by  two  or  three  medical  I  have  found  it  useful  in  eases  whi(di 

men,  and  no  rehef  bein^  obtained,  the  had  resisted  the  medicinal  powers  of 

poor  woman  was  for  trying  every  thing  the  component  elements  separately.  It 

she  heard  of.    I  was  askra  to  see  her  was  in  cases  of  psoriasis  that  I  have 

in  consultation  with  her  usual  atten-  principally  employed  it 

dant    I  found  the  nose  covered  with  a  John  Gorman,  about  whom  you  spoke 

dark,  hard  scab,  having  a  tuberculated  to  me  lately,  had  been  afflicted  with 

feeling;   indeed,  as  if  mere  were  some  sycosis  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  fece 

split  peas  under  the  skin :  it  was  very  and  up^ier  part  df  the  ne^.    He  had 

hot,  and  the  poor  creature  was  quite  been  treated  by  various  medical  gentle- 

desponding.    It  immediately  occurred  menwithout  success,  and  had  been  taace 

to  me  that  it  was  a  good  case  to  try  salivated  before  applying  to  me.    Mer* 

your  remedy,  and  most  gratifying  was  cury  having  failea,  I  tried  arsenic  in 

the  result    I  ordered  twenty  minims  the  form  of  Fowler's  solution,  which  he 

to  be  taken  night  and  morning,  and  a  took  for  a  long  period   without  the 

lotion  composed  of  one  part  of  the  so-  slightest  benefit.    I  then  caused  him 

lution  witn  three  parts  water.    The  to  poultice  his  face  reg[ularly;  and  I 

scab  soon  came  off,  the  pain  subsided,  applied  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 

and  the  nose  is  now  quite  well.    The  every  second  day  to  the  surface  whilst 

scab  almost  came  off  in  one  piece,  like  soft  from  the  poultice,  giving  him  at 

the  peel  offan  orange,  leaving  a  healthy  the  same  time  naif  a  drachm  of  your 

granulating  sur&ce  underneath.  I  have  solution  three  times  a  day.    There  was 

also  under  my  care  a  case  of  tubercu-  manifest  improvement  before  this  plan 

lated  disease  of  the  skin  of  the  whole  had  been  pursued  a  fortnight ;  he  was 

face.  able  to  shave  himself,   and   became 

Mr.  Jones's  ucand  case, — On  the  4th  more  humanized  in  appearance.     At 

of  April  I  was  requested  to  see  the  case  the  end  of  two  months  I  ceased  using 

in  auestion,  and  round  the  whole  of  the  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  yonr  solution 

brioge  and  alae  nasi  covered  with  a  was  alone  employed.    In  four  months 

dense  homy  crust,  of  a  brown  colour,  from  the  commeocement  of  treatment 

havinff  elevations  about  the  size  of  a  he  was  quite  well.     I  saw  this  man 

pearl  barley,  or  a  little  larger,  distri-  yesterday,  more  than  a  year  and  a  half 

Duted  about  it;  very  hot,  and  painful  since  he  was  pronounced  well,  and  he 

to  the  touch.    The  msease  had  been  of  has  had  no  return  of  the  comnlaint. 

several    months'  standing,    and    was  I  should  mention,  that  during  tne  en- 

slowly  but  gradually  increasing.    Va-  tire  treatment  he  was  exposed  to  the 

rions  remedies  had  been  tried  :  cooling  wintry   weather,  being  a  car  driver : 

applications,  stimulants,  sedative  poul-  this  may  in  some  degree  have  retarded 

tices ;    but  all  to  no  effect :  the  disease  the  operation  of  the  medicine,  but  it 

was  increasing.    She  had  consulted  a  did  not  cause  it  to  produce  any  bad 

physician  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  effects  on  the  patient, 

ordered  the  conium  poultice.    No  good,  I  feel  very  grateful  to  you  for  yonr 

however,  resulted;  and  looking  upon  kindness  in  giving  this  medicine  to 

the  case  as  one  of  tubercular  disease,  I  many  of  my  poor  patients  who  could 

thought  it  a  very  good  one  for  trying  not  afford  to  purchase  it ;  and  1  think 

yonr  solution,  and  the  best  results  en-  the  profession  are  your  debtors  for  the 

783.— XXXI.  Y 
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handsome  manner  in  which  you  put  remedial  Oj^ents  employed  in  this  case 

forward  your  discovery  in  the  Dublin  were  occasional  aperients,  colly ria,  and 

Journal  of' Medical  SciencCf  as  such  a  one  warm  bath. 

medicine,  if  kept  secret,  would  have        Miss ,  let.  35,  of  strumous  dia- 

made  the  fortune  of  half  a  dozen  em-  thesis,  and  subject  to  menorrhagia;  for 

pirics.  the  past  two  years  has  labourer  under 

A/r.  O^FerralVs  eases, — In  reply  to  lepra,  in  a  rather  aggravated  form,  the 
your  note  requesting  to  know  the  result  eruption  being  most  excessive  at  the 
of  my  expenence  in  the  use  of  the  elbows,  forearms,  thighs,  and  legs, 
bydriodate  of  arsenic  and  mercury,  I  Had  been  for  the  greater  part  of  that 
am  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  you  time  under  the  care  of  two  most  emi- 
are  rigntly  informed  as  to  the  favour-  nent  London  practitioners,  experienc- 
able  actioi^  of  that  medicine  in  many  ing  occasional  relief,  never  entire  re- 
cases  in  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  lam  moval  of  the  eruption.  In  two  months' 
bound,  however,  to  add,  that  in  lupus  use  of  the  liquor,  beginning  with  fifteen 
I  have  not  been  able  to  accomplisti  a  drops  ter  in  die,  and  never  exceeding 
cure  independent  of  local  means.  In  twenty,  the  disease  has  entirely  disap- 
certain  forms  of  cutaneous  affections  pearea,  and  left  an  apparently  healthy 
the  efficacy  of  the  salt  is  very  obvious,  condition  of  the  skin.  Her  geneFU 
although  it  has  happened  in  several  health  is  decidedly  greatly  improved, 
instances  that  the  benefit  was  exactly  Woulfe,  let.  50,  an  old  soldier,  ad- 
coincident  with  the  action  of  its  mer-  mitted  into  Sir  P.  Dun's  Hospital,  May 
curial  element  on  the  mouth.  Alto-  19th,  1842,  covered  from  head  to  foot 
gether,  I  consider  it  a  valuable  addition  with  patches  of  lepra,  most  copious  on 
to  the  Materia  Medica.  the  legs  and  back,  of  some  months' 

Dr.  FerguMorCs  cases. — Since  the  con-  standing.      After  brisk  purgation,    I 

versation  we  had  some  months  since  on  ordered    him    a    |vj.    mixture    with 

the  subject  of  your  '*  liquor  hydriodat  liquoris  5i8S.  ^.  ter  in  die.    23d  May .— 

arsenici  et  hydrarg."  but  three  cases  of  I  raised  the  dose  to  31  j.  to  the  Bvj.  mix* 

any  importance,  to  which  I  deemed  it  ture,  ^i.  ter  in  die.    27th. — Siiss*  June 

peculiarly  applicable,  presented  them-  1st. — 5iij.    7th. — ^iiiss.     In  this  case 

selves  to  my  notice,  the  results  of  which  the  medicine  has  never  induced  a  single 

it  affords  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  com-  unpleasant  symptom,  but  been  perfectly 

municate  to  you.  tolerated.     I   have  superadded  occa- 

Mrs.  Dooley,  the  mother  of  five  chil-  sional  purgatives,  with  the  hot  bath 
dren,  and  nursing  one  four  months  old,  about  six  times,  and  the  beneficial 
was  admitted  into  Sir  Patrick  Dun's  effects  already  produced  by  it,  I  must 
Hospital,  March  23d,  presenting  on  say,  have  been  quite  satisfactory  to  me; 
different  parts  of  her  body,  particularly  the  disease  most  markedly  disappear- 
the  neck  and  scalp,  well  marked  speci-  ing.  This  man's  general  health  is 
mens  of  i*tt/»ia.  No  syphilitic  taint  ^eatly  improved  since  his  admission 
was  suspected.  Her  constitution  into  hospital,  and  I  have  little  doubt 
seemed  much  impaired  ;  the  disease  but  a  very  short  time  will  enable  me  to 
showed  itself  on  the  fauces  and  palate ;  report  his  skin  naturaL 
the  conjunctiva  and  palpebree  were  Concluding  observations, —The  fore- 
much  inflamed.  After  preparatory  going  cases  have  been  selected  from 
purgation,  this  woman  was  ordered  a  many  in  which  cures  were  effected 
six-ounce  mixture  with  forty  drops  of  without  any  peculiarity  worthy  of  ob- 
the  "  liquor,"  to  be  taken  in  three  doses  servation ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  to  be 
during  the  (iay«  This  dose  was  at  in-  understood  that  the  experience  of  the 
tervals  raised  to  sixty  drops  in  the  day,  practitioners  who  have  obligingly  fur- 
on  the  6th  April.  On  tne  19th,  this  nished  them  has  been  confined  to  that 
dose  was  reduced  one- third,  in  conse-  number. 

quence  of  Che  appearance  of  some  In  concluding,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
symptoms  attributable  to  the  arsenic,  make  a  few  general  observations  on 
The  reduced  dose,  however,  was  w*ell  the  preceding  ca^es.  It  may  be  col- 
borne  until  the  27th  of  April,  on  which  lected  that  the  elements  of  which  the 
day  she  left  the  hospital  in  greatly  im-  liquor  of  bydriodate  of  arsenic  and 
proved,  indeed  excellent  general  health,  mercury  is  composed,  do  really  acquire 
without  any  remains  of  the  eruption,  an  increase  of  efficacy  by  combination ; 
save  tender  eyelids.    The  only  other  for  we  find,  that   diseases  in  which 
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anenic,  mercury,  and  iodine,  had  been  vears,  without  any  apparent  benefit ; 
eeparately  tried  without  any  good  effect,  but  when  put  on  the  use  of  the  liquor, 
were  finally  cured  by  the  same  agents  she  recovered  in  a  few  months.    Dr. 
when  thev  were  in  a  state  of  chemical  White's  patient,  for  years  under  the 
union.     Amount  the  changes  of  pro-  use  of  various  remedies  for  an  excru- 
perties  induced  on  these  substances  by  ciating  psoriasis,  was  cured   by  the 
chemical  affinity,  an  increase  of  medi-  liquor  in  seven  weeks.    On  Mr.  Jones's 
chI  efficacy  seems  to  be  one.  case  nearly  the  same  observation  may 
Thua,  in  Professor  Williams's  case,  be  made.    Dr.  Hickson's  patient  had 
Fowler'a   arsenical    liquor  had   been  laboured  under  a  disease  for  ten  years, 
given  for  a  fortnight  without  the  least  which  was  cured  in  less  than  three 
effect;  and  hydnodate  of  potash  had  weeks  by  the  liquor.     Dr.    Graves's 
no  better  success.    But  after  one  week's  patient  suffered  from  what  he  denomi- 
use  of  liquor  of  hydriodate  of  arsenic  nates  superficial  lupus  for  four  years, 
and  mercury,  in  very  small  doses,  the  and  haa  been  treated  in  various  bos- 
lepra  began  to  yield,  and  soon  after  pitals  with  the  usual  remedies,  both 
disappeared.  internal  and  external,  and  with  sulphur 
In  Dr.  Osbrey's  case  of  psoriasis,  the  baths ;  but  all'  failed.    The  liquor  of 
patient  had  been  for  two  years  under  hydriodate   of  arsenic   and   mercury 
trial  of  various  remedies  without  relief,  cured  him  within  seven  weeks,  when 
When  placed  under  Dr.  Osbrey's  care,  he  had  taken  but  two  and  a  half  grains 
Fowler's  solution,  mercury,  hydriodate  of  arsenious  acid.    Dr.  Kirbv's  case  of 
of  potash,  sarsaparilla,  guaiacum,  and  pityriasis  had  been  treated  by  various 
soda,  were  used  without  making  the  practitioners,  and  resisted  every  variety 
slightest  impression.    Within  ten  days  of  treatment,  general  and  local ;  after 
after  the  patient  commenced  taking  the  six  months'  perseverance  in  the  use  of 
liquor  of  hydriodate  of  arsenic  and  the  liquor,  the  disease  gave  way.    The 
mercury,  the  eruption  began  to  decline  child  treated  by  Sir  Henry  Marsh  for 
rapidly ;  and  in  two  months  the  woman  tinea  capitis  had  resisted  various  reme- 
was  perfectly  well.  dies  during  several  months,  but  re- 
in   Dr.   Charles    O'Reilly's    cases,  covered  perfectly  undei^  a  three  months' 
Fowler's    arsenical    solution,    iodine,  course  of  the  liquor  used  internally  and 
calomel,  corrosive  sublimate,  sarsapa-  externally.    Some  of  Mr.  Stokes's  pa- 
rilla,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  alteratives,  tients  had  also  resisted  various  modes 
had  been  ineffisctually  employed;  yet  of  treatment 

the  liquor  of  hydriodate  ofarsenic  and  The  power  of  this  medicine  over 
mercury  succeeded ;  in  one  instance,  lupus  is  evinced  by  the  cases  of  Mr. 
three  drachms  were  sufficient,  equal  to  Carmichael,  Mr.  O'Ferrall,  Mr.  Jones, 
three-eighths  of  a  grain  of  arsenious  and  Dr.  White.  In  Mr.  O'Ferrall's 
acid ;  in  the  other,  four  drachms.  case,  local  means  were  also  necessary. 
Dr.  Bigser's  patient  had  used  mer-  Dr.  White  found  the  liquor  itself  ade- 
eurv  largely,  as  also  Fowler's  solution,  quate  as  a  local  application, 
witnout  the  slightest  benefit ;  but  That  the  extemtd  application  of  this 
under  the  use  of  the  limior  he  speedily  medicine,  in  the  form  of  lotion,  is  use- 
got  well.  Dr.  Irvine  frequently  failed  ful,  there  is  sufficient  evidence ;  and 
with  iodine,  arsenic,  and  mercury,  this  is  a  property  ofimportance  to  those 
separately  employed,  but  with  the  com-  whose  irritability  of  stomach  and  bowels 
bination  ne  succeeded.  will  not  permit  its  internal  exhibition. 
There  is  abundant  evidence  that  this  The  case  of  Dr.  Croker  clearly  proves 
medicine  suceeeds  in  the  worst  forms  its  power  as  an  external  agent.  The 
of  disease,  and  sometimes  in  a  very  same  seems  to  be  evinced  by  Sir  Henry 
short  period,  when  all  the  usual  modes  Marsh's  second  case,  in  which  per- 
of  cure  had  failed.  Dr.  Ferguson's  severance  in  small  doses  during  thirty- 
patient  had  been  for  nearly  two  years  nine  days  did  no  service,  ^though 
under  treatment,  but  unsuccessfully  ;  when  the  internal  use  of  it  was  assisted 
yet  in  two  months,  the  liquor  of  hydri-  by  the  external  application,  the  natient 
odate  of  arsenic  and  mercury  succeeded,  speedily  began  to  get  well.  Mr.  Jones's 
when  no  more  than  two  and  a  half  and  Dr.  Hickson's  cases  seem  also  to 
grains  of  arsenious  acid  had  been  ad-  have  received  benefit  from  the  local 
ministered.  Dr.  Hamilton's  patient  application.  I  have  known  several 
had  been  under  treatment  for  eight  instances  in  which  the  external  use  of 
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the  liqnor  alone  was  successful ;  but  they  cornea.    She  had  not  been  in  the  habit 

were  slight  affections.  of  applying  any  thing  but  warm  water 

From  the  various  statements  it  ap-  to  the  eye  during  these   attacks,  and 

pears,  that  slight  ptyalism  sometimes  they  gradually  passed  off;  the  red  spot, 

supervenes  on  the  use  of  the  liquor  of  however,  remaining, 

hydriodate   of  arsenic   and   mercury.  Her  health  has  been  veiy  indifferent 

This  might  be  expected,  inasmuch  as  for  some  years,  her  appetite  unpaired, 

each  of  the  three  elements  of  which  it  and  she  is  very  subiect  to  dyspepsia, 

is  composed  is  separately  capable  of  About  two  months  previous  to  the 

producing  this  result.    Arsenic  is  not  date  of  her  application,  her  attention 

80    generally  known   to   possess  this  was  directed  to  her  right  eye  by  her 

power ;  but  that  it  does  was  proved  by  friends    remarking    that    tnere    wvis 

Girtanner,  of  Gottingen,  who  exhibited  "  surely  something  the  matter  with  it." 

arsenious    acid    largely    in     syphilis.  Upon    examination  she   discovered  a 

More  lately  the  fact  has  been  again  small  tumor  arising  from  the  point  for- 

observed.     That  iodine  possesses  the  merly  occupied  by  the  red  spot ;  but  it 

same  power  is   now   almost    as  well  gave  her  no  uneasiness,  and  she  would 

kqown  as  that  mercury  does.    I  have  not  have  been  aware  of  its  existence 

observed,    however,    that   when     the  had  it  not  been  for  the  observations  of 

liquor  of  hydriodate  of  arsenic  and  others. 

mercury  produces  ptyalism,  it  docs  so  Upon  examining  the  eye,  I  found  a 
with  less  previous  soreness  of  the  gums  tumor  of  a  dark  blueish  brown  colour 
than  any  other  mercurial  preparation,  springing  from  the  cornea,  just  at  its 
and  often  with  none.  junction  with  the  sclerotica,  and  en- 
Mr.  O'Ferrall  found  the  effects  of  croaching  upon  it  nearly  as  far  as  the 
this  medicine  to  be  coincident  with  its  margin  of  trie  pupil.  The  base  vi^s 
mercurial  action  on  the  gums.  Mr.  lirmTy  attached  to  the  subjacent  parts, 
Cusack  observed  the  mouth  to  beconie  and  a  number  of  enlarged  blood-vessels 
tender  in  two  instances  only.  And  proceeded  from  the  external  canthus, 
more  generally  a  cure  has  been  effected  and  were  lost  in  its  substance. 
withoutsorenessofthegums,or ptyalism,  I  carefully  examined  the  interior  of 
as  appears  by  the  silence  on  this  symp-  the  eye,  but  could  not  detect  the  least 
torn  of  those  practitioners  who  have  appearance  of  disease  in  the  deeper 
furnished  the  preceding  reports.  parts.  There  was  nothing  unnatural 
^___________________.____  or  unhealthy  visible  about  the  poste- 
rior portion  of  the  globe,  and  the  dis- 
iNTBRBSTiNo  CASK  OF  easc  appealed  to  be  quite  confined  to 
MELANOID  TUMOR  OF  THE  EYE.  *he  anterior  and  superficial  tunics. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  extent 

of  the  attachment  of  the  tumor  to  the 
Tb  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gaxette.  cornea,  the  doubt  as  to  the  depth  to 
c  _  which  the  disease  extended  in  that 
'             ,            t-    L.  A         i.  tunic,  and  the  difficulty  of  removing  it 
I  BKG  to  forward  you  the  history  of  a  ^y  excision  without  opening  the  ante- 
rather   remarkable    case    which    has  rfor  chamber,  and  perhaps  destroying 
lately  fallen  under  my  observation,  and  the  organ,  I  decided  upon  riving  the 
will  feel  obliged  by  its  insertion  in  your  patient  the  chance  of  its  destruction  by 
jouraal.-.l  am,  sir,  caustic,  and  applied  the  nitrate  of  sil- 
\ our  obedient  ^vant,  yer  freely.    The  following  day  the  tu- 

,  .r^fJ:''*^*!     :    J?*?*?'!'  .  nior  appeared  much  smaller,  but  after 

SwTfcon  to  the  North  LgndjmOphtUlmic  ^  few  days  it  had  regained  its  former 

a08.  Regent  Street,  Nov.  23,  IMS.  dimensions.     The  nitrate  of  silver  was 

again  applied  more  freely  than  before, 

Mrs.  Anne  Wright,  a>t.  62,  applied  but  with  no  better  success ;  and  the 

at  the  North  London  Ophthalmic  In-  suspicions  which    I    had  entertained 

stitution,  on  the  26th  of  August.    She  from  the  commencement,  of  the  malig- 

stated  that  for  twelve  years  she  had  nant  character  of  the  disease,   were 

been  subject  to  attacks  of  inflnmma-  strengthened. 

tion  in  her  right  eye,  differing  in  seve-  I  lost  sight  of  the  patient  for  a  month 

rity,  but^  always  leaving  a  small  red  from  this  time,  but  when  I  saw  her 

spot  just  at  the  outer  margin  of  the  again,  the  disease  had  made  conside- 
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rather Torinidable aspect,    ThecasewaB  Martin   1        _,,    _, ,    

seen  nt  this  period  by  Mr.  Fergusson,  results  oIjlaitiLtl  were  as  follows. 

(if  King's  College  Hoepitiil,  Mr.  DhI-        It  aiippHrcd  to  be  mndc  up  of  nu- 

r^-mple,  of  the  Koyal  Ophlbalmic  Hoe-  clcateocellsof  adiBcoid,  cllipticnl  form, 

K'taf,    Moorfielda,  and  ta^  colleaciies,  of  Tarioua  sizes,  Hattencd,  andof  differ- 

r.  Coote  and  Dr.  Twining,  all  of  ent  degrees    of    transparency  ;    come 
whom  agreed  with  me  in  considering 
the  nature  of  the  disease  melanoid.  ^^ 

(9  ©  ®<S  -^©l^ 


Nnckaleil  cella. 

nearly  Ininsparent,  others  full  of  dark 
brown  colouring  matter,  like  sepia.  In 
some  of  the  ceflB  the  nuclei  were  nu- 
merous ;  in  others,  not  so  ;  and  there 
was  considerable  variety  in  size,  as  well 
as  in  form,  but  the  elliplieal  charscler 
was  more  or  less  preserved  throughout. 
Many  of  them  resembled  the  human 
_,.      .  .         ,  kidney  in  shape.     In  some  parts  there 

The  important  queslion  then  arose  appeared  a  congeries  of  minute  cells  clus- 
M  to  what  would  be  the  best  and  most  ,e/ed  togelherT  in  others,  a  few  larger 
judicious  course  to  pursue :  exiirpat.on  cpHs  „^  connected  one  to  the  other. 
Ofthe  globe  appeared  too  harsh  a  pro-  jhe  largest  was  jn^  of  an  inch  in  (he 
ceeding,a8lhediseaseappearedBlnctly    long  diameter. 

local,  and  eon  fined  to  the  antenor  por-  -fiicrc  were  abwvUibie,  fibres,  which 
lion  of  the  eye,  and  we  agreed  that  an  appeared  to  form  the  pnrictes  of  the 
endeavour  should  be  made  to  remove  clvYties  in  which  the  cells  were  deve- 
the  tumor  from  ns  attachment,  and  so  i^^a  ^^  j^  gome  parts  the  mass  was 
give  the  patient  thechance  of  recovery  p/mcipally  composed  of  them,  there 
by  the  less  severe  operation.  l^i„g  considerable  irregularity  in   the 

Circumstances  prevented  the  opera-    disp6kition  ofthe  cells. 
tion   from   being   performed   until  the         f he   tumor,   then,   consisted  of  the 
the  18th  of  November,  when  !  put  it    above  cells  developed,  and  more  or  less 
in  practice,  with  the  kind  assistance  of    accumulated,  in.the  interspaces  of  the 
M.-   T-ercTissonnndMr.  toote.  _        cellular  Ussue  of  the  conjui    ■■ 

;    hds   were   separated    by    wire    rolica,  and  anterior  hiyers  of 


,          ,    ,      .      -                  -  ,  rolica,  and  anterior  layers  of  the  cornea, 

jpecula,  and  the  instrument  made  use  ^jih  ^  corresponding  increase  of  vas- 

of  vraa  the  convex  knife  for  enlarging  colarily  and  disorganiration  of  the  port 

the  section  of  the  cornea  in  the  opera-  ^f  the  cornea  so  affected. 

tion  of  exlracUon.  -phe  tumor  was  soft,  and  of  a  dark 

Upon  being  grasped  by  forceps,  the  brown  colour  internally. 

tumor  gave  way,  and  bled  freely ;  but  i  have  now,  sir,  staled  all  the  fects 

with  care  I  succeeded  in  dissecting  it  coanecled  with  this   interesting  case 

cleanly   away    from    its   attachments,  ^^^^^  ^re  deserving  of  notice,  and  shall 

without  injuring  the  anterior  chamber.  (^  happy  to  communicate  to  you  the 

A  doubtful  point  at  the  edge  of  the  result,  whether  favourable  or  otherwise. 

cornea    was   touched   with   nitrate   of  jf  i  h^ve  it  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

silver    hut  there  was  only  one  spot  (□  conclusion,  I  must  beg  leave  to 

which  seemed  to  require  it.  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  those  gen- 

The  haimorrhage  was  rather  free  for  tiemen  whose  names  I  have  mentioned, 

a  lime,  but  ceased  upon  the  appUcation  ^nd  whose  advice  and  assistance  were 

of  cold,  and  the  patient  was  put  to  bed,  ^  valuable  as  readily  afforded, 
in  a  darkened  room,  and  ordered  to  be 

kept  perfectly  quiet.    Up  to  the  pre-  __ 
Beat  time   not  a  single  unfavourable 
symptom  has  appeared.  The  tumor  was 
carefully  esanuned  with  two  powerful 
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EPISTAXIS.  inseitinff  tliem  in  your  valuable  perio- 
dical.— 1  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  eenrant, 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  James  D.  Brown, 

HtTerfordwest,  M.R.C.& 

Sir,  Nov.  34, 1842. 

Having  read  in  your  journal  of  the  Congenital  vomiting. -^  k  hoy,    12 

means  Dr.  Negner  hM  adopted    m  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  me  from 

arresting  hcemorrhage  of  the  nose,  and  ^  distance  of  18  miles,  by  his  fefher, 

as  every  successful  case  tends  to  en-  ^^^   ^j^ted   that   his   child  vomited 

hance  the  value  of  improved  treatment  ^         ^i^^g  ^y^^^i  he  took  either  id 

of  disease,  I  forward  the  following,  food  or  drink,  although  the  wkoU  did 

hoping  It  may  find  ^  place  m  your  ^^^  ^ome  back.     The  boy  liad  been 

pages.— I  am,  sir,  under  medical  treatment  from  infancy. 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^^^  received  no  benefit  whatever. 

John  Christopher  ^^^  He  seemed  short,  but  stout,  for  his 

Haddinffbam,Cambrid«jdilre,                   *  age i   ^^^  a  healthy  appearance;  his 

November  14, 1849.  bowels  were  costive ;  thirst  moderate ; 

Richard  Cuttriss.  et.  32,  a  mUler.  ^*.^1,T.  T^u^*^.*?!;  tS& 

(Oct.  24th),  for  the  last  fortnight  felt  gSin^  mu^                       ^' 

ffSiSU'TK'h'SSdw  ,  \  r ^^  ^--^-^  •»?'  "»»«-!* 

v"    ♦u     •  t*   vl*!?!      I,' 1,      ^Jr ^5  detect  nothing  wrong  m  his  system  to 

from  the  right  nostril,  which  continued  „„^^.,„,.  #>  ,  R,^  „^Jzi^^„     «l;*u..-  iZ. 

for  some  8me.     Cold.  appUcations  to  f^^^^'  ^\  the  vomiting ,  neither  in 

the  head    nose  and  elevated  nosition  ^^  stomach,  spine,  nor  head.      1  be- 

«  ^^       c  u          s  .  ^^  father  desired  him  to  eat  part  of  an 

9.  Magn.  Snlph.  3vi. ;  Acidi  Snlph.  IW.  ^pple  which  he  gave  him.     He  had 

3y.;  Infii8.Ro8.C.5vi.S.5j;4taq.h.  e^ten  three  mouthfuls,  when  he  sud- 

25th.— Haemorrhage  again  returned  denly  stopped,  and  back  it  came, 
from  both  nostrils  to  an  alarming  ex-  mixed  with  a  little  saliva,  &c. 
tent  both  arms  were  raised  above  the  I  thought  the  affection  essentially 
head :  nares  compressed  ;  and  in  less  nervous,  aepending  on  excessive  sensi- 
than  two  minutes  the  eruption  of  blood  bility  of  the  pneumogastric,  &c.,  and 
was  completely  suppress^.  As  a  pre-  concluded  that,  by  allaying  that  senai- 
cautionary  means  of  avoiding  danger,  bility,  I  should  cure  the  boy. 
the  elevated  position  of  upper  extremi-  I  ordered  him  to  live  on  milk  and 
ties,  and  pressure  to  the  affected  parts,  curd ;  to  eat  little  at  a  time,  but  to  eat 
were  haa  recourse  to  for  some  time  often  ;  and  gave  him  ten  drops  of  tine- 
after,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say,  with  the  ture  of  opium,  and  two  of  prussic  acid, 
happiest  results,  the  effusion  not  P.  L.,  three  times  a  day,  in  thirty  drops 
having  returned.  The  patient  stated  of  water.  After  taking  the  second  dose 
he  had  ten  different  attacks  of  bleed-  the  vomiting  did  not  return.  He  took 
ing ;  supposed  he  had  lost  in  the  whole  the  medicine  for  two  months,  and  is 
a  gallon  of  blood :  upon  the  last  occa-  quite  well,  and  much  improveid  in  ap- 
sion  he  lost  more  than  a  quart,  besides  pearance,  and  can  eat  any  thing.  He 
what  was  swallowed.  Has  now  been  well  for  four  monms. 

For  some  days  after  his  head  was  Nervous  affection. — A  girl  com- 
not  free  from  uneasiness,  and  bowels  plained  of  a  peculiar  pain  in  the  palmar 
constipated.  Relieved  by  resinous  ape-  surface  of  the  index  finger  of  the  right 
rients,  and  he  has  resumed  his  occupa-  hand ;  it  was  very  sensible  to  the  touch, 
tion.  and  prevented  her  from  sewing,  &c.  &c 
as  pressure  gave  her  a  stinging  pain : 

SURGICAL  CASES.  1' ^t^  ISfJl^  ,^  %'  *^^.  yea«*.  and  oc- 

curred  directly  after  pnckmg  it  with  a 

thorn :  she  thought  that  a  part  was  stUl 

7b  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  i°  the  finger. 

On  the  supposition  that  a  nerve  had 

o            '  1.    ^  1.     .  ^^^^  pricked,  and  partially  divided,  I 

Should  the  following  cases  meet  your  made  three  or  four  cleep  incisions,  so  as 

approbation,  you  will  oblige  me   by  to  divide  the  nerves,  and  dropped  into 
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them  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  and  administered  secale  comutum  in 

silver :  the  parts  quickly  healed,   the  brandy  and  hot  water.    The  woman 

pain  ceased  and  never  returned,  and  rallied,  the  uterus   contracted  firmly 

she  is  quite  well.  and  permanently,  and  I  let  loose  the 

Lupua. — A  young  roan  came  to  me  vessel,  after  pressing  it  for  nearly  two 

with  luDus  of  some  months'  standing; :  hours ;  and  all  went  on  as  well  as  pos- 

5 art  of  the  ala  nasi  was  destroyed :  the  sible. 

isease  was  progressing  rapidly:   no  A  similar  case  occurred  to  me,  in 

application  had  been  made  hitherto.  about  two  months  after.     I  adopted  the 

1  gave  him  5  grains  of  iodide  of  po-  same  means,  and  with  the  same  pleas- 

tassium,  and  i  of  a  grain  of  iodine,  three  infi^  and  important  results, 

times  a  day.     I  touched  the  part  with  I  found  no  difficulty  in  finding  the 

nitrateofsilverevery  three  days.  He  got  vessel,  but  1  imagine  there  woiuii  be 

rapidly  better,  and  was  well  in  three  in  a  stout  woman  (unless    the  recti 

weeks.  muscles  were  separated) ,  but  even  then , 

ScrofMloui  ulceration  of  the  upper  relaxing  the  abdominal  muscles  would, 

lip. — A  girl  had  sufTered  seven  years  I  think,  be  sufficient  to  allow  the  hand 

from  an  enormous  enlar^roent  of  the  to  reach  the  aorta.    I  must  confess  that 

upper  lip,  with  superficial  ulceration  :  I  thought  it  a  difficult  undertaking  be- 

it    rendered  her   so    disgutiting    that  fore  I  tried. 

peojple  refused  to  work  in  the  some  shop  Some  authors  recommend  it  to  be 

with    her  (she    was    a   factory  girl ) :  pressed  from  the  interior  of  the  uterus, 

various  means  had  been  adopted,  but  which  may  be  done  when  it  cannot  be 

in  vain.  got  at  otherunse :  the  one  plan  is  not 

I  applied  the  chlbride  of  zinc  paste  free  from  danger,  the  other  is  corn- 
three  times,  allowing  a  week  to  elapse  pletely  exempt. 

between  each   application :    in    three  I  am  surprised  that  so  important  a 

weeks  it  was  entirely  healed,  leaving  measure  is  not  more  general— a  mea- 

no  thickening,  and  now  seems  quite  sure  the  principle  of  which  is  acknow- 

natural.    The  paste  consists  of  equal  ledged  in  the  most  trifling   surgical 

parts  of  flour  and  chloride  of  zinc.  operations,  the  effects  of  which    are 

Uterine  h^morrkaye,'—!  attended  a  certain  and  immediate,  and  the  result 
woman,  set.  34,  in  her  fourth  confine-  the  saving  of  life, 
ment :  she  was  a  person  of  lax  fibre.  Squinting. — I  have  operated  on  31 
The  labour  was  natural,  and  termi-  cases  of  internal  strabismus  with  good 
nated  in  six  hours ;  but  a  violent  fit  of  success.  In  all  but  one  I  was  aware 
shivering  seized  her  before  the  expul-  at  the  time  that  it  was  a  failure,  yet  I 
sion  of  the  child.  I  was  prepared  for  could  not  remedy  it.  The  muscle  was 
the  event;  and,  as  I  expectea,  flooding  divided,  the  sclerotica  cleared  from  all 
came  on  to  a  fearful  extent  The  pla-  bands  of  cellular  tissue ;  yet  the  eye 
centa  was  loose,  and  came  away  with  remained  as  at  first.  I  did  not  divide 
the  first  gush.  The  uterus  again  oilated,  part  of  the  inferior  rectus,  as  Liston 
bat  1  passed  my  fingers  into  its  cavity,  advises  and  practises,  not  knowing  at 
in  order  to  excite  it  to  contract,  &c.  and  the  time  that  it  had  succeeded  in  such 
at  the  same  time  made  pressure  ex-  cases  as  mine;  but  should  a  similar 
temally,  but  hemorrhage  still  con-  case  occur  I  will  try  it. 
tinued  in  spite  of  every  effort — pressure,  in  one  case  the  eye  started  forwards 
cold  applicarions,  &c.  &c.  She  had  and  outwards,  and  became  more  pro- 
fainted,  and  recovered,  and  was  suf-  minent  than  natural,  but  it  was  a  cata- 
ferin^  from  the  effects  of  the  loss  of  ractous  eye ;  yet  withal,  the  appear- 
Llood.  ance  was  much  improved. 

I  decided  on  trying  the  effects  of  The  sight  is  invariably  improved  in 

pressure  on  the  abdominal  aorta.  I  had  all  cases  where  it  was  faulty  l^fore. 

no  difficulty  in  finding  it.  I  made  firm  Frequently  both  eyes  are  implicated, 

pressure  on  it,  which  gave  the  patient  i  do  not  cut  both  the  same  day,  fearing 

some  pain.    The  hemorrhage  ceased  that  the  patient  may  not  keep  his  eyes 

directly,  and  did  not  recur :  1  had  it  in  straight  long  enough  to  prevent  the 

command:  to  feel  satisfied  of  that,  I  muscle  from  adhering  too  near  to  its 

gently  relaxed  my  ^rasp  once  or  twice,  former  place.    I  tie  up  the  uncut  eye 

when  bleeding  again  commenced.  f^^  four  days,  so  as  to  prevent  its  influ- 

I  still  kept  up  pressure  on  the  uterus,  encing  the  other  until  all  chance  of  the 
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mascle  adhenng  too  close  to  its  former    ON  THE  PERIOD  OF  PUBERTY  IN 
place  is  over :  then  I  cut  the  other  mus-                    NEGRO  WOMEN, 
cle,  and  uncover  both  eyes.   It  is  posi-  

cy^l^whe^Xy  are  WimpUcated,        ^^  '*'  ^^^^  ^  '**  ^'^^  <?«*'''• 
although  one  is  generally  in  a  less  Sir, 

degree  than  the  other.  I  rbad,  with  thuch  interest,  Mr.  Rober- 

Certainty  of  the  muscle  being  cut,    ton's  observations  on  the  subject  head- 
and  the  eye  free,  is  known  by  the  total  'in^  this  short  communication, 
inability  to  look  inwards,  towards  the        I  believe  this  gentleman's  views,  re- 
nose,  to  that  extent  which  the  other    lative  to  the  supposed  earlier  period  of 
eye  is  capable  of.    No  surgeon  should    puberty  in  the  natives  of  tropical  di- 
rest satisfied  until  he  obtains  that  point,    mates,  for  the  most  part  correct.    So 
but  should  carefully  clear  the  sclerotic    far  as  my  observation  goes,  however, 
coat  from  strong  bands  of  cellular  tissue    but  without  having  made  anv  speeiffc 
which  frequently  are  met  with  in  such    inquiry,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  period 
cases :  if  that  fails,  the  incision  in  the    of  puberty  ip  of  earlier  occurrence  in 
conjunctiva  should  be  enlarged  freely,    inter  tropical  re&;ion8  than  elsewhere, 
which  I  think,  in  some  cases,  tends  to        It  is  quite  within  my  recollection  to 
assist  the  cure ;  and  in  fact,  I  have  seen    have  observed  very  youn^  negro  girls 
a  case  in  which  a/ree incision  answered,    on  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  me  £ve- 
and  where  a  gmall  one  failed,  after  the    loped  mammae,  and  other  attributes  of 
muscle   was  divided.     In  short,  it  is    puberty,  living  in  the  capacity  of  wives, 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  con-    or  mistresses,  to  the  natives  and  others, 
junctiva  is,  in  some  cases,  quite  suffi-        While  I  consider  negroes  in  point  of 
cient  to  retain  the  eye ;  the  slightest    intelligence  fully  on  a  par  with  Euro- 
resistance  acting  constantly  must  over-    peans,  I  have  always  found  it  extremely 
come   a    greater    acting    irregularly,    difficult  to  ascertain  their  ages :  when  a 
Duffin  mentions  cases  of  relapse  cured    question  is  put  to  them  to  this  effect, 
by  reaction  of  the  conjunctiva.  Uiey  are  quite  unable  to  give  any  satis- 

If  all  fails,  I  believe  cutting  a  part  of  factory  reply.  Judging  from  appear- 
the  inferior  rectus  will  answer :  Liston  ances,  however,  I  should  say  that  Utave 
has  found  it  succeed.  It  is  very  difficult  seen  young  persons^  as  wives  and 
to  recoj^ise  the  muscle  at  times}  some-  mothers,  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen, 
times  It  is  very  thin,  and  liable  to  be  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  this  ques- 
confounded  with  the  cellular  tissue ;  at  tion  can  only  be  satisfactorily  settled  by 
other  times  very  large,  and  easily  re-  those  missionaries,  medical  practitioners 
cognised.  1  have  seen  it  closely  covered  and  others,  who  have  an  opportunity 
in  by  strong  cellular  tissue,  so  as  to  of  seeing  the  natives  of  inter- tropical 
prevent  the  hook  from  seizing  the  regions  from  infancy  upwards, 
muscle  until  it  was  properly  cleared.  In  other  respects,  women  in  these 
In  all  cases  a  bold  and  free  incision  is  countries  frequently  menstruate^  and 
best,  one  that  will  expose  the  muscle  consequently  become  nubile,  at  a  much 
at  once,  free  from  its  coverin^j.  The  earlier  period  than  is  commonly  sup- 
operation  is  sooner  over,  and  gives  less  posed.  I  knew  a  young  person  who 
trouble  and  pain.  menstruated  regularlv  at  and  after  the 

External  strabismus, — A  girl  had  age  of  eleven.  I  have  also  known 
external  strabismus  in  consequence  of  menstruation  to  occur  from  the  ages  of 
paralysis  of  the  third  nerve ;  she  had  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  and  so  on 
ptosis  too,  which  was  remedied  by  cut-  severally.  Prostitutes,  apparently  of 
ting  a  piece  out  of  the  upper  lid  in  the  not  more  than  twelve  or  Uiirteen,  un- 
usual way.  I  divided  the  external  happily  frequent  the  streets  of  most  of 
rectus  as  an  experiment ;  the  case  was  our  large  towns.  I  saw  a  yottng  woman 
i^t  benefited.  brought  in  for  delivery  into  the  Dublin 

I  have  stated  all  the  difficulties  I  Lying-in  Hospital,  in  the  year  1824, 
met  with,  hoping  they  may  be  of  use  to  whose  avowed,  indeed  apparent  age,  was 
beginners.  only  thirteen ! 

I  remain  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Henrv  M^Ookmac,  M.D. 

DelftfC,  Nov.  30, 1S43. 
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CASE  OF  HAY  FEVER.  stable-keeper)  that  his  lofts  were  filled 

_  with  hay,  lately  brought  in,  which,  as 

he  said,  had  an  anosually  powerful 

To  the  BdUar  qftkt  Mtdieal  Gazelte,  gmelL     I  learnt,  also,  that  my  patient 

Sm^  was  alwa^  worse  when  the  house  was 

The  following  case  may,  perhaps,  in-  closed  at  niffht,  and  better  in  the  mom- 

tcfest  yom  readers,  and  is   at    your  ing.  ^^en  there  was  a  free  current  of 

disposal.—I  am,  sir,  wr  passmg  through  the  open  windows. 

Your  obedient  servant.  After   carefully  thinking   over   these 

R.  R.  Cheyne.  focts,  I  was  led  to  view  the  symptonM 

43,  Bcmen  Street,  Nov.  2i',  1843.  »  depending  upon  a  peculiar  suscepti- 
bility to  the  enects  of  the  flowers  of 

Mrs. ,  ast  28  years,  Uvin^  in  my  grass,  and  to  believe  the  case  to  be 

neighbourhood,  of  a  good  constitution,  what  has  been  named  hay-fever,  or 
and  the  mother  of  four  children  (the  asthma.  In  this  opinion  Dr.  Watson 
yomigeBt  being  six  months  old,  and  at  concurred,  and  we  accordingly  ad- 
thebreast),reauested  my  advice  on  the  vised  our  patient  to  take  lodginss, 
22d  of  Sq>tember  last.  She  had  been  without  delay,  away  fh)m  the  pr(%abie 
suddenly  attacked,  the  day  before,  with  source  of  irritation.  This  advice,  how- 
pain  over  the  brow,  soreness  of  the  ever,  was  not  acted  upon  until  two  days 
eyes,  copious  discharge  of  tears,  sneez-  afterwards,  and,  meanwhile,  the  disease 
ing,  great  dyspncea  and  cough,  with  continued  to  increase  in  severity,  hav- 
some  pain  in  the  chest,  extendin^r  to  ing  resisted  the  influence  of  Hoffman's 
the  back,  between  the  scapulie.  These  anodyne,  which  Dr.  Watson  had  pre- 
svmptoms  eontinued  severely  whilst  scribed.  At  length,  our  patient  re- 
she  remained  at  home,  but  left  her  moved  into  apartments  situated  about 
entirelv  in  the  afternoon  in  the  course  a  hundred  yards  from  the  spot,  and  the 
of  a  drive  towards  Islington,  where,  immediate  result  was  most  striking  and 
having  on  her  way  ascertained  my  satisfeetory.  All  the  distressing  symp- 
absence  from  town,  she  was  about  to  toms  at  once  subsided,  and  tlie  first 
seek  advice.  She  returned  home  again  perfectly  tranquil  night  was  passed 
in  the  evening,  when  she  almost  imme-  since  the  commencement  of  the  attack, 
diately  tuflfered  another  attack  of  the  So  complete  and  permanent  was  the 
same  nature,  which  continued,  more  or  relief  experienced,  that  no  further  aid 
less,  throt^  the  night  I  saw  her  the  from  medicine  was  requured  than  the 
next  mormng,  and  observed  symptoms  exhibition  of  a  few  doses  of  quinine,  for 
like  those  above  described;  inadoition,  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  strength, 
the  stethoscope  save  no  indication  of  and  restraining  within  its  natural  limits 
disease  within  me  chest,  more  than  the  bronchial  secretion.  Our  patient 
deficient  respiration  consequent  upon  then  went  into  the  country  for  a  fort- 
spasm.  I  advised  antispasmodics  and  night,  where  she  entirely  regained  her 
expectorants,  which  did  no  good,  and  health,  having  previously  lost  every 
then  cupping  between  the  snoulders,  vestige  of  her  complaint  As  soon  as 
and  the  application  of  blisters,  with  she  ventured  home  again,  and  during  a 
very  slight  effect  upon  the  complaint  few  weeks  afterwards,  she  suffered  from 
In  foct  the  intervals  between  the  slight  cough,  and  some  occasional  dysp- 
paroxysms  became  daily  less  distinct ;  ncea  j  at  the  present  time,  however,  she 
so  that  on  the  28th,  when  Dr.  Watson  may  be  saia  to  be  free  from  either 
met  me  in  consultation,  the  dyspncea,  symptom.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
&c.,  were  nearly  constant  in  a  greater  liefore  her  return  to  town  a  new  stock 
or  less  degree,  and  as  an  effect,  not  a  of  hay  had  been  substituted  for  the 
cause,  there  existed  excess  of  secretion  former,  which  fact  may,  probably,  ex- 
from  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  plain  the  comparative  immunity  she 
Having  found  all  the  customary  now  enjoys.  However,itis  more  likely 
remedies  totally  inefficacious,  I  now  that  the  resistance— opposed  hy  the 
looked  around  me  for  the  reason  of  nervous  svstem  when  again  withm  the 
failure  in  some  constitutioual  pecu-  sphere  of  the  irritating  agent— pro- 
liarity  on  the  part  of  my  patient  I  ceeds  from  the  present  increased  vi^^our 
had  observed  a  strong  <Klour  of  hay  of  our  patient's  constitution,  which, 
upon  entering  the  house,  and,  on  in-  previous  to  the  first  attack,  had  been  a 
quiry,  was  told  by  the   husband  (a  good  deal  impaired  by  suckling  a  strong 
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infant  throughout   an  unusually  hot 
summer. 

The  existence  of  the  almost  inoredi- 
ble  idiosprncrasies  of  certain  individuals 
is  confirmed  by  daily  observation. 
Thus,  it  is  well  known  that  some  per- 
sons are  affected  with  dyspnosa  from 
the  odour  of  the  smallest  particle  of 
ipecacuanha.  In  others,  a^in,  the 
aroma  of  various  flowers  excites  faint- 
ing, and  I  am  acquainted  with  a  lady 
in  whom  the  same  effect  is  produced  by 
the  odour  of  the  pine-apple,  or  of  the 
least  quantity  of  whiskey.  A  number 
of  other  instances  of  a  similar  kind 
anight  easily  be  adduced ;  in  ever^  case 
the  phenomena  depending  upon  irrita- 
tion of  the  sensitive  nerves  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane,  and  the  reflected  in- 
fluence from  the  brain,  &c.  In  the 
case  above  detailed,  in  which  the  symp- 
toms seem  clearly  to  have  arisen  from 
exposure  to  emanations  from  the  flow- 
ers of  grass,  the  cause  of  iritation  was 
applied  to  the  whole  extent  of  mucous 
membrane  from  the  nose  alonf?  the 
pharynx  and  larynx  to  the  lungs,  oeing 
conveyed  by  the  sensitive  nerves  of 
these  parts  to  the  nervous  centres,  and 
reflected  back  to  the  respiratory  mus- 
cles. Certainly,  the  case  very  beauti- 
fully illustrates  the  series  of  actions 
that  govern  the  sympathetic  respiratory 
movements. 


ON  THE  HEALTH  OP  SOLDIERS 
AT  SEA. 

Bt  Frkobric  Roberts, 
AasiaUnt  SniK^on,  59th  Regiment. 

(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette,) 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1841.  the  right 
wing  of  the  regiment,  consisting  of  372 
men,  women,  and  children,  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  some  invalids  for  Malta, 
embarked  on  board  H.  M.  Ship  "  Sap- 
phire," a  twenty-eight  gun  frigate,  with 
ner  guns  out ;  affordin&r  excellent  ac- 
commodation ;  the  height  of  her  main 
deck  being  six  feet  seven  inches,  and  of 
lower  six  feet;  earring  plenty  of  water 
in  iron  tanks,  provided  with  wind-sails, 
and  funnels  at  the  sides  communicat- 
ing with  the  lower  deck,  and  further- 
more a  dry  vessel,  and  good  sailer. 

Geographical  tituation, — The  voyage 
commenced  in  lat.  39°  N.  and  Long. 
20°  E.,  varying  little  in  latitude  as  far  as 


Gibraltar,  when  our  course  lay  in  nearly 
a  south-westerly  direction,  till  we 
reached  Barbadoes  in  lat.  13^.  N.  and 
lone.  59**.  W.  and  from  hence  N.N.  W. 
to  Anti^a,  in  lat.  17i^.  N.  and  long. 
63^.  W.  On  reaching  Barbadoes  we 
had  consequently  m£^e  229  to  the 
southward,  and  83°  to  the  westward. 
Though  three  months  on  board  ship, 
the  monotony  of  the  voyage,  and  the 
quality  of  the  food,  were  agreeably 
changed  by  lying  for  several  days  in 
harbour  at  Malta,  Gibraltar,  Barbadoes, 
and  Antigua. 

Meteorological  phenomena. — On  the 
day  of  sailing  from  Corfu,  the  thermo- 
meter stood  at  60°,  and  at  the  comple- 
tion of  the  voyage,  as  a  natural  result 
of  our  position  on  the  globe  and  pro- 
gress offseason,  83^ ;  making  a  difference 
of  23°  ;  but  the  extreme  range  was  35^ 
— the  mercury  having  fallen  as  low  as 
48°.  The  extreme  range  in  the  day 
was  never  more  than  10°.  The  change 
in  the  temperature  may,  then,  be  said 
to  have  been  gradual  till  reaching  the 
tropic  of  Cancer,  when  it  increased 
with  greater  rapidity  (in  the  ratio  of 
exactly  one  decree  daily^.  The  prevail- 
ing winds,  while  sailing  m  the  Mediter- 
ranean, from  2d  Januair  to  28th  of 
February,  were  N.  W.,  W.,  and  S.  W. 
with  frequent  strong  gales,  occasional 
rain,  and  a  moist  atmosphere.  In  the 
Atlantic  the  wind  blew  with  uniform 
force  from  the  east,  and  its  collateral 
points. 

The  return  of  sick  during  the  voyage 
(exclusive  of  invalids  landed  at  Malta) 
is  submitted  in  Table  No.  1,  and  the 
nature  of  the  diseases  is  shown  in 
No.  2. 

Tablk  I. 


69tliFoot. 

• 

Total  number  of 
tick  admitted. 

Numbd'  of       1 
deaths. 

Sent  into  hoipital 
at  Gibraltar. 

Arenge  daily 

1 

Officers 

and 

Men. 

307 

67 

1 

Hf 

Women. 

23 

10 

lA 

Children. 

42 

24 

3» 

MR.  ROBERTS  ON  TBE  HEALTH  OF  SOLDIERS  AT  SEA.         SSI 


Review  of  ike  prewiiling  Dieeneti. — 
The  fevers  among  all  classes  were  ephe- 
meTBl,  and  require  no  notice.  The 
diseases  of  the  chest  were  slight  ca- 
tarrhal affections,  and  one  case  of  con- 
sumption in  a  recruit,  who  was  left  at 
GKbraltar.  These  affections  were  ob- 
served most  conspicuously  to  occur 
during  the  sales  of  wind,  and  it  was 
then  the  children  were  attacked  ^most 
entirely. 

Diteates  of  the  itomtich  and  howeU, 
— ^These  were  principally  slight  cases 
of  diarrhoea,  the  greater  part  of  which 
happened  on  the  voyage  from  Malta  to 
Gibraltar,  the  longest  period  at  sea  and 
de|)rivation  of  fresh  meat,  and  daring 
which  the  weather  was  coldest  and 
most  wet.  But  few  cases  of  constipa* 
tion  occurred. 

Diseases  of  the  Mm.— These  were 
cases  of  "  prickly  heat"  occurring  on 
reachinff  the  warmer  latitudes,  chiefly 
in  children.  This  species  of  prurigo 
yielded  immediateljr  to  sulphur. 

Wounds  and  injuries  were  cases  of 
more  or  less  severe  bruises  and  cuts 
received  in  working  the  ship,  and  in 
falling  down  the  hatchways  ouring  the 
gales.  One  man  received  a  concussion 
of  the  brain  and  injury  to  the  back  by 
the  falling  of  a  quarter  of  beef  from  the 
fore -topmast  head  upon  him  in  a  gale 
of  wind.  I  introduce  his  case  for  the 
purpose  of  shewing  that  he  was  ulti- 
mately attacked  with  scurvy.  He 
was  of  a  phlegmatic  temperament, 
and  prone  to  indolence  at  all  times, 
and  made  but  slow  progress  towurds 
the  recovery  of  the  injury.  Having 
been  under  treatment  for  five-and- 
twenty  days,  still  in  a  weak  and  listless 
state,  an  inelastic  swelling  of  the  legs 
and  feet,  with  livid  blotches,  swelling 
of  the  gums,  slight  hsmorrhage,  loose 
teeth,  foetid  breath,  and  lassitude,  be- 
came apparent ;  and  in  nineteen  days 
after,  his  health  was  completely  re- 
covered by  the  use  of  quinine,  lime 
juice,preserved  meat,  and  wine.  Whilst 
slowly  recovering  from  the  injury,  it  is 
instructive  to  observe  that  this  man  was 
attacked  with  scorbutic  disease ;  cer- 
tainly when  he  had  been  much  reduced, 
and  when  lyine  in  an  inactive  state 
during  the  coldest  and  most  moist 
weather  we  met  with ;  but  he  had  been 
several  days  in  Malta  harbour,  and  had 
never  tasted  salt  meat  since  he  had 
been  on  board,  and  had  been  fed  on 
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wholesome  farinaceous  diet  whilst  sick,  relieving  regiments   often   in  foieign 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  stations. 

excitingcauseofscurvvy  under  circum*  Much  has  been  said   and  written 

stances  of  debility,  with  exposure  to  the  latterly  respecting  the  causes  of  disease 

predisposing  influence  or  an  atmos-  in  the  army :   it  is  not  our  intention, 

phere  charged  with  moisture,  as  it  must  however,  to  speculate  upon  so  intricate 

be  generally  at  sea,  may  be  veryshght.  a  subject :   but  a  circumstfmce  of  so 

Phlegmon  and  ah$ee»t. — Unaer  this  marked  an  aspect  as  we  have  shown 

head   are  placed  some  cases  of  boils  above  has  naturally  led  us  to  notice 

which  occurred  durin^p  diflerent  periods  those  circumstances  which  appear  to 

of  the  voyage,  and  which  were  observed  modify  the  influence  of  the  pnysicid 

to  come  eany  to  maturity.  agents  on  the  body.    Knowins  what 

The  cases  of  diseases  of  the  eyes  were  wonderful  difference  in  corporeal  stmco 

injection  of  the  .conjunctiva  without  ture  is  produced  by  the  phvsical  ajrentSv 

purulent    discharge,    which   occurred  even  in  a  state  of  health  (familiarly 

when  the  men  were  exposed  daring  the  exemplified  in  the  physical  conditiona 

gales  to  continued  streams  of  strong  attained  by  priie-fightera .  and  iodceys 

wind,  which  irritated  the  membrane  by  by  training,  and  in  man v  defective  eor» 

its  force  and  constancy  poreal  states,  in  which,  however,  it 

Ulcers  and  other  diseases  were  slight  must  be  understood,  the  functions  of 

and  few.     Sea-sickness  effected  little  life  are  performed  with  comfort  and  a 

inconvenience,  except  at  first,  and  that  sense  of  well-being),  it  is  but  reasonable 

among  the  men  and  women  chiefly :  to  consider  that  a  large  proportion  of 

the   cnildren   being  remarkably  free  diseaseis  the  result  of  some  irregularity 

from  it.  in  the  application,  or  of  an  altered 

Aremarkable  exemption  from  disease  mode  of  operation,  of  these   agents, 

at  sea  will  be  perceived  in  the  above  The  history  of  disease  shows  that  '*  al- 

tables,  which  show,  in  round  numbers,  though  seemingly  contradictory  fiskcts 

the  average  ratio  of  admissions   foir  and"  complex    circumstances   present 

three  tnonthe  to  be  22  per  cent. ;  whilst  themselves  amongst  the  allesed  causes 

Major  Tulloch's  Reports  show  llie  same  of  disease,  still  the  removiu  of  these 

annually  to  be  among  the  cavalry  in  causes,  by   attention  to  food^  drink, 

the  United  Kingdom  nearer  cent,  per  draining  marshes,  and  airing  dwellings, 

cent,  and  in  the  Prussian  army  ill  &c.&c.  nave  often  removed  these  evils;.'' 

per  cent.     The  average  duration  of  although  even  "  theee  causes  have  been 

each  attack,  for  three  months  at  sea,  shown  to  be  at  vanance  with  numerical 

among  307  men,  is  12  days;  whereas,  resuM**, 

among  1000  dragoons  at  home,  it  is  16  In  addition  to  what  has  been  pre- 

days  :  showing  further  a  greater  degree  mised  at  the  commencement  of  this 

ofseverity  in  diseases  on  shore.  Theme-  report,  we  shall  finish  the  description 

dical  records  of  the  corps  likewise  show  of  the  physical  position  of  the  tix>ops  at 

the  average  daily  sick  lor  eight  months  sea,   by  remarkinjB^  that  the  solcuer's 

at  Corfu,  where  its  average  strength  was  diet  on  board  ship  is  good,  and  properly 

629,  and  where  it  was  at  first  sickly,  regulated ;  and,  m>m  the  nature  of  his 

to  have  been  54.    The  previous  year  at  situation,  relatively   more   abundimt,. 

Malta,  out  of  an  average  stren^h  of  and  is  always  varied  by  the  issue  of 

505,  it  was  26 ;  and  on  board  ship,  the  fresh  meat  in  harbour,  and  for  some 

strength  being  307»  it  was  nearly  9.  days  after.    He  is  not  subject  to  the 

In  comparing  the  relative  extent  of  influence  of  intemperance,  but  receives 
sickness  among  the  troops  on  shore  and  his  (quantity  of  grog  daily,  with  the 
at  sea,  we  eagerly  avail  ourselves  of  the  addition,'after  a  certain  period,  of  lime- 
opportunity  of  shewing  (as  far  as  can  be  juice— a  means  of  obviating,  under 
determined  from  a  small  number  and  a  general  circumstances,  a  dispositicm  to 
short  period)  the  salubrity  of  asea  voy-  scurvy,  and  an  intention  which  is  only 
age,  and  its  tendency  to  re-establish  the  marred  by  converting  its  stoppage  into 
health  of  the  men,  on  removal,  as  in  the  a  means  of  punishment.  His  nabitar- 
present  instance,  fh>m  a  comparatively  tion  is  crowded;  but  the  means  for 
healthy  to  an  unhealthy  station,  and  renewing  the  fresh,  and  for  the  escape 

enable  them  to  withstand  the  severity    

of  climate-— an  argument,  were   there  <,  «_  a*.M-*t^i  n     ^     ^^-  ^        .     ^ 

any  wanting,  in  faf our  of  the  system  of  MtSffiS^rB,  SSpUH^'^  *"  **" 
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of  the  heated  air,  so  well  obtained  son  has,  as  is  well  known,  laidbefore  the 
through  the  hatchways,  wind-sails,  and  public  some  peculiar  views  on  the  use  of 
funnels,  appears  to  obviate  all  injurious  the  spleen,  piacenta,  &c . ;  tending  to  the 
eflfects,  especially  when  aided  by  fre-  conclusion  that  the  placenta  and  spleen 
qnent  cleaning  and  sprinkling  of  chlo-  are  vitally  contractile  organs,  capable 
ride  of  lime  on  the  decks.  The  plan  of  of  acting  intermittently,  and  as  real 
dividing  the  men  into  three  watches,  adjuvants  to  the  circulation  of  the 
one  of  which  is  kept  constantly  on    blood. 

deck,  and  keeping   the  women   and        After  a  careful  perusal  of  the  original 
chilcben  above  when  the  weather  per-    work,  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
mits,  pretty  fairly  com|)ensate8  for  the    there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  believ- 
deficiency  of  fresh  air  below  at  night,    ing  the  spleen  to  be  a  vitally  contrac- 
Cleanliness  is  insured  by  frequent  in-    tile  organ.    The  arguments  adduced  by 
apections  after  washine  the  greater  i)art    the  author  in  favour  of  such  an  opinion 
of  the  body.    The  working  of  the  ships,    are  the  following:  viz.  1st.    Tne  ex- 
which  reijuires  more  mental  energy  in    periments  made  by  Magendie ;  the  in- 
the  exercise  of  a  mechanical  talent  than    jection  of  fluids  into   the  circulating 
the  soldier  is  called  upon  to  exert  on    mass,  when  the  spleen  becomes   en- 
shore,  music  and  dancm^,  reading,  and    larged,  and  the  diminution  in  size  of 
the  noveltyofsituation,  divert  the  mind,    the  same  organ  in  animals  bled   to 
and  contribute  to  the  support  of  his    death,  or  fainting.    M.  Magendie  ob- 
health.    His  rest,  too,  wnich,  on  the    served  the  same  effect  in  the  liver, 
average  in   the  last  two  stations  was    under  similtir  circumstances.  But  these 
d]8tun>ed  every  three  nights    and   a    experiments  cannot,  I  think,  be  con- 
half,  and  exemption  from  inclemency    sidered  as  the  slightest  proof  of  any 
and  vicissitude  of  weather,  in  conjunc-    thing  more  than  that  the  spleen  is  an 
tion  with  the  above  moral  and  physical    elastic  organ,  ordinarily  existing  dis- 
conditions,  operated  so  much,  in  this    tended  to  a  certain  extent,  but  capable 
instance,  on  the  health  of  the  men,  that,    of  further  distension  by  influx  of  more 
on  landing  in  the  West  Indies,  they    blood.     Our  author  flnds  a  regular  re- 
presented buoyant  and  vigorous  frames;    lative  proportion  between  the  spleen 
and  for  many  days  previous. not  a  man    and  the  liver  in  man  and  other  of  the 
had  been  sick.  higher  animals ;  he  describes  it  in  man 
The    circumscribed    situation  of  a    as  6  to  1 ;  and  in  quadrupeds  as  12  or 
soldier  on  board  ship  would  appear  to    16  to  1 :    whereas,  MM.  Bichat  and 
render  the  causes  of  his  complaints    Cruveilhier  say  that "  the  spleen  varies 
more  palpable,  and,  in  a  properly  regu-    so  much  in  size,  that  it  is  almost  im- 
lated  vessel,  to  bring  them  more  under    possible  to  say  what  are  its  normal 
control— a  circumstance  that,  besides    proportions."    The  next  argument  is 
attracting  attention  to  the  correction    rounded  upon  the  fact  that  strychnia, 
of  the  influence,  and  encouraging  en-    morphia,  ergot,  &c.  produce  contraction 
deavours  to  elucidate  the  mode  of  opera-    of  the  spleen.    But  here  it  must  be  re- 
tion  of  the  physical  agents,  would  sug-    collected  that  in  the  cases  alluded  to, 
^t  the  nicer  search  from  analogy  of    death  has  taken  place  in  one  of  two 
tne  causes  of  diseases  on  shore.  ways— either  the  animal  has  died  vio- 
Anti^na,  April  25, 1S42.  lently  convulsed,  or  (as  in  Mr.  Wright's 
cases  of  ergot),  they  have  lingered,  be- 
come extremely  weak  and  emaciated, 
ON  THE  g^j  ^  ^Q  (jjg  Qf  exhaustion.    This  latter 

SPLEEN  AS  A  CONTRACTILE  ORGAN  condition,  in  consequence  of  the  great 

PROPELLING  THE  BLOOD  diminution  in  the  volume  of  circulating 

THROUGH  THE  VEINS.  fluid,  reduces  thesystem  to  the  same  state 

'  as  in  Magendie's  second  experiment ; 

To  the  Edited  ^the  Medical  Gazette.        f  f,^''  ^^"f*'  ''"!'"'''*7'"^,VJ!«?^n' 
^  vulsed,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  spleen 

SiB,  being  diminished  in  volume,  if  we  re- 

A  FEW  remarks  on  this  important  ques-  gard  the  enormous  compression  all  the 

tion,  as  lately  advanced  in  the  form  of  abdominal  viscera  must  be  subjected 

what  I  consider  to  be  little  more  than  to  by  the  powerful  muscular  contrac- 

pure  hypothesis,  may  not,  I  think ,  be  un-  tions. 

interesting  to  the  profession.  Mr.  Jack-       But  let  us  suppose  the  spleen  to  be  a 
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decidedly  muscalar  organ,  similar  even  arrest  of  nutrition,  and  finally  dmtfu 
to  the  heart,  and  contracting  like  it  in-  Is  it  so  with  a  leff  or  an  arm  ?  or  a 
termittently.  Woald  this,  then,  answer  uterus  P  or  even  a  Sidney  P   The  parts 
the  purpose  assigned  to  it  P  Certainly  here    mendoiied,    we    should    much 
not.    The  vena  porta  does  not  only  re-  wonder  if  their  removal  did  occasion 
ceive  blood  from  the  spleen,  but  the  any  permanent  mischief,  (the  operation 
larger  part*  of  its  volume  is  contributed  whetner  artificial  or  accidental)  omitted, 
by  the  superior  mesenteric  vein.    The  We  know  if  one  kidney  be  lost  the  other 
splenic  vein  would  not  be  able  to  suck  performs  compensating  function ;  and  if 
lu)  tlie  blood  from  this  vesseL  So  that  I  a  slice  of  brain  be  lost,  according  to  the 
think  we  have  two  most  powerful  rea-  opinion  of  the  ohrenologists  we  should 
sons  for  not  assigning  any  such  func-  have  some  cerebral  function  lost.    Bat 
tion  to  this  organ :  Lst,  because  we  have  take  awav  both  kidneys,  or  the  whole 
not  the  slightest  evidence  of  its  con-  brain,    the    animal    will    die.      Sop- 
tractile  power  (i,  e,  more  than  that  of  posing  the  spleen  to  answer  the  pro- 
elastic  tissue  in  other  parts,  mere  elas-  posed  end,  what  part  can  perform  its 
ticity),  and  2d,  because  even  if  muscular,  functions    when   extirpated  P     None. 
it  could  not  answer  the  desired  end.  In  fact,  the  spleen  really  cannot  be  for 
Had  the  mesenteric  vein  been  very  any  such  purpose.    The  author  him- 
small,  its  blood  might  have  been  taken  self  says,  '*  in  dogs,  after  extirpation  of 
up  as  the  contents  of  the  thoracic  duct  the  spleen,  the  uwiiluted  blood  fUters 
into  the  junction  of  the  juc:ular  and  through  the  iiver,  and  flowt  into  the 
subclavian  veins.    The  ordinary  ex-  general  s^ttem  bu  the  heftatic  ««iju  mt 
periments,  (as  contrived  by  Bemouilli)  faet  at  t/  u  admitted  into  the  trumh 
proving  the  friction  of  fluid  particles  of  the  portal  system.      If  the  spleen, 
on  each  other,  illustrate  the  neceissity  tnen.  be  the   propeller,  how    is   the 
of  rapidity  of  current,  and  disparity  of  blood  propelled   auring  its  absence  ? 
size  of  the  tubes.  Our  author  argues,  that  because  the 
Did  the  spleen  perform  so  important  branches  of  the  portal  veins  are  sur- 
an  office,  its  removal  could  not  take  rounded  by  cellular  tissue,  and  collapse 
place  without  marked  disturbance  of  the  when  examined  after  death,  the  flow  of 
biliary  and  digestive  apparatus.    On  blood  is  not  constant  but  intermittent, 
this  point  Mr.  J.  savs  (p.  85),   "  When  But  such  an  induction  is  not  necessary : 
we  reflect  that  other  organs,  as  the  it  is  much  more  probably  so  arranged 
uterus  and  kidney,  have  been  lost ;  that  for  the  sake  of  permitting  distension ; 
in  hernia  cerebn  a  portion  of  the  brain  at  least  we  fina  other  such  arrange- 
has  been  sliced  off;  that  one  or  more,  ments  in  other  parts  of  the  frame. 
or  even  all  the  extremities,  have  been  We  find  it  mentioned  that  dogs,  after 
amputated,  and  that  notwithstanding  having   had    the   kidneys  extirpated, 
sucn   mutilations   patients   have    re-  mictuate  oftener  than  other  dogs.   This, 
covered,  it  does  not  appear  so  extraor-  it  ought  to  have  been  stated,  has  been 
dinary  that  the  loss  of  the  spleen  is  not  denied  by  two  excellent  authorities, 
necessarily  a  fatal  occurrence."     Had  viz.,  Tiedemann  and  Gmelin.    The  au- 
the  spleen  been  of  the  importance  as-  thor    next   explains  why  this    takes 
signea  to  it,  it  would  have  been  a  ver^  place,  and  to  finish,  produces  an  exam- 
extraordinary  circumstance  for  the  di-  pie  of  just  the  reverse,  viz.,  Mr.  Fer- 
gestion  to  be  perfected,  bile  well  formed,  guson's  case,  where  a  man  lost  a  gpneat 
and  the  body  to  thrive,  whilst  one  of  part  of  his  spleen  by  gangrene,  and 
the  vital  organs,  (as  it  then  would  be)  constantly  complained  of  difficultv  in 
were  absent.    But  I  consider  this  to  be  makinfirwater.    Considering,  therefore, 
one    of  those  statements    continually  1st,  That  there  is  no  evidence  of  die 
made  by  authors  who  are  attempting  spleen  possessing  any  more  contractile 
to  establish  a  theory,  and  that  it  snows  power  than  is  quite  consistent  with 
how  blind  they  are.    The  feet  is,  the  elasticity ; 

parts  mentioned  by  the  author  are  not  2d,  That  if  it  were  even  msucular  it 

any  more  vital  than  the  spleen  as  it  could  not  answer  the  proposed  end ; 

naturally  exists  is.  Had  the  spleen  per-  3d,  That  it  may  be  removed  from 

formed  the  oflice  assigned,  its  absence  the  body  without  material  alteration  of 

ought  to   cause  great   disturbance—  the  biliary  and  digestive  functions ; 

_  4th,  That  the  circulation  in  the  liver 

•  CmveiUiier:  Anstomie.  can  bc  explained  in  a  more  rational 
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manner  (although  if  it  could  not,  it  the  aaricle  filled  once  daring  every 
would  be  better  to  acknowledge  igno-  three  contractions  of  the  heart, 
ranee,  and  make  more  experimental        I  may  take  this  opportunity  of  stating 
inquiries  than  to  rest  satisfied,  feeling  my  opinion  in  refftura  to  one  statement 
assured  that  we  are  wrong).  made  by  Dr.  Bilung,  viz.,  "  in  inspira- 
I  think  the  principle  in  hydrostatics,  tion  there  is  no  suction,  for  the  glottis 
of  fluids*,  in  bent  tubes,  finding  their  is  sufficient  to  admit  a  free  current  of 
own  level,  will  adequately  explain  the  air."    "  Such  an  opinion  is  inconsistent 
mode   in  which  the  blood  arrives  at  with  the  laws  of  physics."     If  there 
the  ijorts  from  the  spleen  and  the  be  no  suction,  why  does  the  air  rush 
superior  mesenteric  vein.     This  also  into  the  chest?    That  suction,  then, 
explains  the  passage  of  blood  up  the  really  exists,  appears  to  me  quite  ob- 
inferior  cav».    The  use  of  the  hepatic  vious ;  so  much  so,  that  I  am  surprised 
veins  terminating  in  such  large  and  to  find  so  talented  and  accurate  an 
always  open  branches,  is  readily  under-  observer  make  such  a  statement.    The 
etood  by  looking  at  the  forces  causing  explanation  of  the  use  of  the  spleen 
the  right  ventricle  to  be  filled.  given  by  Mr.  Dobson  appears  to  me,  as 
I  believe,  with  Dr.  Billing,  that  the  well  as  to  some  of  our  first  physiolo- 
principie  above  mentioned  is  a  gnmd  ^sts,  as  a  very  rational  one ;   he  says 
cause  of  ascent  of  blood  in  the  inferior  it  acts  as  a  saiety-mdve,  so  as  to  prevent 
cava ;  this,  also,  as  I  have  said,  ex-  any  ill  effects  at  times  when  the  circu- 
plains  the  means  by  which  the  blood  lating  system  would  be  loaded  by  its 
ascends  from  the  spleen  and  superior  distension,  and  contraction  when  that 
mesenteric  vein ;  also  it  enables  (what  dilatation  was  over.     This  fully  ex- 
we  find  to   be  true)  the  circulation  plains  why  its  size  so  varies ;  why  the 
through  the  liver  to  be  carried  on,  not-  vena  ports  is  surrounded  by  cellular 
withstanding  the  removal  of  Mr.  Jack-  tissue  and  distensible ;  why  it  has  such 
son's  hepatic  heart.    This  also  explains  thin  coats,  quite  contrary  to  vessels 
the  use  of  valves  in  veins  in  which  they  which  are  exposed  to  any  vitally  con- 
are  found,  and  gives  us  a  reason  for  tractile  force ;   and  why  patients  who 
their  absence  under  the  opposite  cir-  have  lost  the  spleen  suffer  from  hoemor- 
cumstances :  for  instance,  wnerever  the  rhage*occasionally.    I  now  take  leave 
veins  are  exposed  to  the  influence  of  of  mis  subject,  hoping  that  I  have 
muscular  contraction,  there  we  have  thrown  a  little  light  upon  the  matter ; 
valves ;  but  in  the  veins  of  the  cavities  and  I  shall  take  anotner  opportunity 
we   have    none.    Another  power  by  of  attempting  to  show  that  the  use  of 
which  the  blood  is  impelled  into  the  the  placenta  and  its  "  vital  contrac- 
right  auricle  is  the  expansion  of  its  tion"  are  considerably  more  question- 
walls,  ,be  it  active  or  passive.    I  think  able  than  our  author  supposes. 
myself  it  is   really   passive.    When,                                 I  am,  sir, 
^en,  the  auricle  contracts  and   pro-                   Your  obedient  servant, 
pels    its   blood    into  the  right  ven-                                  A  CoNTaiBUToa. 
tricle,  the  auriculo- ventricular  valves       London,  Nov.  25, 1843.- 
prevent  its  return ;   the  auricle  then 
expands,  and  what  must  be  the  con- 

sequence  ?  the  blood  flows  in  from  the  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS, 
cavee ;   to  assist  this,  I  consider  the 

large  hepatic  veins  remain  open  and  

filled  with  blood,  as    stated    bv   Mr.  «<  L'Aatcnr  se  tae  k  allonger  ce  que  le  lecteur  m 
Jackson.    The  right  ventricle,  also,  by  tue  k  abr«ger."-I)'ALBMBBBT. 

its  dilatation,  would  tend  powerfully  to  

draw  the  blood  from  the  right  auricle, 

were  the  walls  of  the  latter  not  muscu-  Essayt  on  Determination  of  Blood  to  the 

lar.     I  cannot  conceive  that  this  influx        Head.    By  Robert  Hull,  M.D.  &c. 

is  at  all  connected  with  either  inspira-        London  and  Norwich,  1842.     Small 

tion  or  expiration.     If  so,  as  the  pulse        8vo.  pp.  xlv.  and  154. 

is  ordinarily  in  the  ratio  of  Oiree  to  one  qur  ingenious  and  learned  correspon- 

to  the  breathing,  we  should  only  have  ^ent,  Dr.  Hull,  has  written  these  essays 

in  order  to  warn  students  and  practi- 

.  DMcribed  by  Dr.  BiUtag,   Prtodpta  of  f'""*"  •W«^»t*    W  Ui^Lfl  il?t' 

Mediciae.  letting;  and  he  has  conveyed  his  in- 
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structions  in  n  style  where  good  sense,  of  observations  on  the  present  state  of 

good  humour,  quaintness,  and  classical  operative  midwifery,  and  the  histories 

quotation,are  soagreeabljr  intermingled,  of  fifty-five  cases  of  difficult  parturition, 

tnat  one  could  hardly  wish  any  of  the  in  which  the  forceps  was  applied, 

ingredients  to  be  absent.    Thus,  to  take  The  second  is  on  difficult  labours 

the  case  of  Laridiu,  who  had  received  from  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  swelling 

a  gash  in  the  abdomen  from  an  assassin,  of  the  soft  parts,  &c.,  in  which  delivery 

'<  It  was  a  horrible  chasm  to  look  was  effected  by  the  operation  of  cranio- 

into;  with  its  perpendicular  walls  of  tomv. 

fat ;  but  there  existed  no  evidence  that  The  third  report  is  on  the  induction 
the  abdominal  cavity  was  laid  open,  of  premature  labour  in  cases  of  distor- 
But  the  surgeon,  a  most  accomplished  tion  of  the  pelvis,  cancer  of  the  gravid 
practitioner,  blooded   him  again  and  uterus,  uterine  and  ovarian  cysts,  and 
again,  over  fearful  lest  peritonitic  symp-  tumors,  &c.  &c. 
toms«Ar«/c/ arise.  He  died.  The  cavity  The  fourth  is   on  difficult  labours 
of  the  abdomen  was  entire.   But  it  was  from  presentation  of  the  superior  ex- 
found  that  the  dee^  chasm  was  as  the  tremities,  nates,  and  funis, 
assassin  had  made  it.    No  lymph  had  The  fifth  is  on  the  causes  and  treat- 
been  thrown  out  to  consolidate  the  sur-  ment  of  uterine  heexorrhage  in    the 
faces,  which,  instead,  were  slou^hv  and  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  with  the 
universally  discoloured.    He  died,  the  history  of  thirty ^ix  cases  of  placenta 
"Victim  of  the  friendly,  not  the  hostile  presentation, 
weapon.  The  sixth  report  contains  the  his- 

inm  tAp  &?^^<rds  n..  h^Bf^o^ai  8e,  [f  "^«  9^  ^^I'^^u  !f '  ^^  uterine  h«morr- 

ee«y  8iW*T«v,  hKbt  iia^afrrd^^iy.  hage,  m  which  the  placenta  had  been 

^      ,  .        ,                  ,      ,  detached  from  the  upper  part  of  the 

Touching  the  use  of  the  lancet  in  uterus. 

capital  disorders,  I  am  not  pretending  The  seventh  is  on  cases  of  retained 

to  depreciate  it,  when  needful,  nor  to  placenta. 

direct  it  in  the  numberiess  varieties  of  The  eighth  and  last  is  on  labours 

disease.  I  only  wish  to  impress  upon  the  complicated  with  puerperal  convulsions, 

student ;  and  all  are  students,  who  are  Dr.  R.  Lee's  work  wUl  be  consulted  by 

even  practising  physic;  that  in  medical,  every  accoucheur  who  practises  his  art 

as  well   as  judicial,   conditions,    the  with  the  zeal  which  it  merits, 
doubt  should  tell  in  favour  of  the  pan- 

nel.    So  sacred  is  blood,  do  not  spiU  it  =                       — •     ' 

upon  conjecture." — p.  xxii.  iii. 

"  CephaUa  A>Ay/i<,c«.-Here  the  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 
diagnosis  is  the  important  aiiair.  Some 

think  the  intermittent,  nocturnal  cha-  Friday^  December  2,  1842. 

racter  of  the  ache  to  be  decisive.  

RuiTlSKvr^i-%.  "Licet omnibu.  licet etiam  mihi.  dip.it.tem 

'^  Artii  Mediea  tueri ;  potestat  modo  veniendi  iii 
publicum  tit,  dicendi  periculiim  non  recuso." 

CiCKEC. 


Clinical  Midwifery:  with  the  Hittories  

of  four   hundred   comcs  of  difficult  „„^,^»,    ««,.»,„^nn,^« 

Labour,      By    Robert  Lek,    M.D.  MEDICAL  STATISTICS. 

F.R.S.  &c.  London,  1842.  Small  8vo  The  general  principle  of  ascertaining 

pp.  224.  .  f^^^  jg  perhaps  the  most  important  to 

Our  readers  are  well  acquainted  with  the  progressive    improvement  of  the 

the  labours  and  the  merits  of  Dr  R.  ^rt  of  healing;  then  follow  the  regis- 

Lce.    The  communications  with  which  ^    .  j  ^u  t-  •        ^.^u       c^ 

he  has  at  different  times  favoured  us,  *^""&  ^"^  ^^^  combining  of  those  facts, 

and  the  lectures  with  which  he  is  now  The  ascertaining  of  facts  in  the  earliest 

enriching  our  journal,  will  have  pre-  ages,  when  the  sick  were  placed  in 

possessed  them  for  any  work  fro^^  his  public  thoroughfares  to  receive  advice 

pen;  and  "Clinical  Midwifery"   will  J.        ,u  •        j       j  ^u 

not  disappoint  their  expectations.  The  ^"""^  ^^^  experienced,  and  the  register- 

book  is  divided  into  eight  chapters  or  '**&  o^  ^^^se  facts  by  means  of  votive 

"  Reports."     The  first  report  consists  tablets,  enabled  the  father  of  physic  to 
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carve  out  his  great  image  of  nosology,  promptness  j  and  where  the  veryappear- 

^o  dignified  in  form  and  so  accurate  in  ance  of  indecision  is  apt  to  be  fatal  to  a 

detail,  and   to  place  round  this,  his  reputation  for  cleverness.    There  are 

principal     figure,     some    appropriate  two  or  three  points  in  which  every 

^oupings  in  the  form  of  therapeutic  individual  may  promote  the  good  cause ; 

agents,  hewing  out  of  materials  scat-  and  without  stopping  to  inquire  how 

tered  and  difficult  of  access,  an  object  far  public  men   neglect   their   great 

adndrable    to   after   ages,  and   bear-  opportunities,  we  wish  to  shew  private 

ing  colossal  marks  of  genius.     This  practitioners,  who,  after  all,  have  the 

work, .  remarkable    for    symmetry   of  conscience  of  the  profession  in  their 

form,  vigour  of  execution,  and  faith-  keeping,  how  they  may  best  enlighten 

fulness  of  detail,  is  still  the  admiration  that  conscience,  and  remove  tempta- 

and  the  model  of  the  studious  man  of  tions  to  neglect  its  warnings,  and  to 

taste,  and  often  serves  as  a  rebuke  to  the  shrink  from  responsibility. 

flippancy  of  supposed  inventors.  1st.  Let  every  case  we  attend  be  re- 

The  tendency  which  leads  to  the  gistered.    The  form  proposed  by  the 

combination  of  individuals  for  carrying  Committee  of  the  Statistical  Society  is 

out  various  objects,  may  almost  be  re-  not  perhaps  perfect,  but  is  very  excellent 

garded  as  instinctive  in  man ;  so  readily,  indeed ;  and,  if  only  because  the  most 

so  immediately,  does  he  resort  to  asso-  commonly  adopted  at  public  institutions 

ciation  when  any  object  of  difficult  since  the  date  of  the  circular  issued 

and  distant  attainment  is  presented  to  by  that  Committee,  is  unquestionably 

his  view.  the    best.     When    modifications    are 

But  the  ascertaining  and  registration  found  necessary,  let  them  be  discussed 

of  facts  IS  a  task  which  holds  out  little  and  agreed  on.    A  decimal  currency 

encouragement  to  the  superficial  and  may  be  abstractedly  better  than  our 

the  careless.      The  most   reasonable  own,  but  every  man  will  do  well  to  keep 

doubt   as  to  the  value  to  be  calcu-  his  accounts  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 

lated  on  from  a  large  amount  of  statis-  pence,  for  the  present, 

tical  information,  arises  from  the  scar-  2dly.  Let  this  registration  be  done, 

city  of  those  qualities  which  arc  re-  partly  at    least,    in  presence    of  the 

quired  for  its  beneficial  prosecution:—  patient;  details  may  be  filled  up  at 

a  scarcity  absolutely  great,  relatively  leisure.    Nothing  is  lost  by  this,  even 

greater  still;   for  facts,  to  be  useful,  in  the  most  exalted  private  practice, 

must  be  very  numerous.      Half  the  Those  who  have  uniformly  adopted  it 

truth  is  little  better  than  a  lie.   There  is  have  in  the  end  secured  the  confidence 

no  mischievous  theory  whatever  that  of  their  patients  in  tlie  highest  degree, 

does  not  tell  the  truth  in  part;    and  This  should  not  be  misunderstood.  It  is 

the  fact  that  Mrs.  A and  Mrs.  not  meant  that  a  dull  man,  who  labori- 

B             got  through  their  ailments  with  pusly  registers  every  symptom,  will  suc- 

Morison's  pills,  causes  more  evil  than  ceed  better  than  a  clever  man,  whose 

the  death  of  a  peeress,  with  the  same  practice  in  this  respect  is  more  off-hand, 

aid,  would  neutralize.  but  that  both  the  dull  man  and  the  clever 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  or  no  man  will  succeed  better  with  registra- 

we  have  the  materiel  for  raising  up  a  tion  than  without. 

body  of  accurate  observers  and  patient  Where  treatment  has  been  carelessly 

recorders,  in  a  profession  which  de-  conducted,  patients  are  apt  to  attribute 

"y"«^g,  for  its  successful  practice,  an  success  to  individual  cleverness.   This 

especial   degree   of   intelligence   and  gives   a  manifest   advantage   to   the 

783.— XXXI.  Z 
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quack,  who  is  not  seldom  possessed  of  fiat  let  not  the  most  brilliant  and 
that  clevernsss,  and  is  of  course  more  acute  practitioner  fear  the  consequences 
dexterous  in  the  manner,  and  unscru-  of  a  general  adoption  of  the  numerical 
pulous  in  the  means,  of  turning  it  to  method  in  recording  accurately  dt£ferent 
profitable  account.  Tailure  in  like  modes  of  treatment  i  rather  let  him  re- 
manner  is  attributed  to  personal  deii-  joice  that  his  talents  will  have  a  wider 
ciency,  producing  loss  of  reputation  to  field  for  their  exercise.  That  invaluable 
the  individual ;  or  if  he  be  supposed  to  tact  which  so  distinguishes  one  man 
have  h:8  whole  art  actually  at  his  above  another  in  circumstances  of  doubt 
fingers'  ends,  then  the  blame  is  laid  on  and  difficulty,and  which  seems  to  consist 
the  deficiencies  of  our  crafl — to  the  ma-  in  the  power  of  practically  bringing  to 
nifest  advantage,  in  this  case  also,  of  bear  all  the  available  knowledge,  and 
unscientific  pretenders.  energetically  concentrating  it  on  the 

The  practitioner  who  registers  his  most  important  points  of  a  case,  will 
cases  with  their  treatment,  gains  a  just  always  be  a  ground  for  preference^ 
and  legitimate  property  in  them,  evi-  and  a  prime  element  of  success.  Eveiy 
dent  to  the  patient,  who  feels  that  enlargement  of  the  sure  basis  of  fiu^ts 
a  careful  record  of  his  case,  and  of  increases  the  chance  of  a  science  being 
the  curative  means  which  have  already  raised  higher   towards  the  pure  re- 
been  employed,  is  deposited  with  his  gions  of  abstract  truth.    No  number 
medical  adviser,  whom  he  therefore  of   years   ever    passes  without  some 
knows  to  be  the  best  person  to  consult  plausible    theory   being    constructed, 
upon  it  in  future.    It  is  not  surely  too  which  excites   much  admiration,  and 
Utopian  to  imagine  that  some  day  a  seems    to   promise    a   speedy   ascent 
medical  ledger  may. contain,  not  nau-  to   the   much-desired    heights;    but, 
seating  columns  of  the  dififerent  sized  ^^^r  a  time,  each  in  its  turn  is  found  to 
phials  emptied  by  the  patient,  with  the  have  been  unsubstantial,  tohave  melted 
details  of  their  prices, "  of  no  use  to  any  away,  and  to  be  recognised  only  by  the 
one  but  the  owner,"  but  a  record  of  no-  ^&cts  which  it  had  contained,  and  which 
sological  and  therapeutic  facts,  grouped  have  settled  down  to  form  in  their  turn 
with  judgment,  tabulated  for  reference,  ^  substratum  for  other  theories  and  for 
and  ready  to  form  an  additional  layer  other  facts, 
in  the  solid  edifice  of  inductive  science.        There  is,  of  course,  some  risk  that 

In  a  consultation  too,  the  junior  an  undue  value  may  be  ascribed  to 

practitioner  could  produce  his  notes,  this  numerical  method,  and  that  the 

and  enrich  them  with  the  experience  theory  of  not  theorizing  may  prove  as 

of  his  senior :  the  respect  due  to  each  delusive  as  any  of  its   predecessors* 

would  be  increased :  diligence  on  the  To  deny  this  would  be  to  overlook  the 

one  hand,  penetration  and  experience  tendency  of  the  human  mind  to  make  a 

on  the  other,  would  be  combined  for  had  use  of  all  that  is  good.    And  it 

the  benefit  of  the  patient  ^^^  contribute  not  a  little  to  the  pre- 

There  is  a  fear,  perhaps,  of  reducing  mention  of  such  an  evil  consequence, 

menof  talent  to  the  level  of  dull  medio-  i^  the  business  of  observing  and  re- 

crity,  and  some  will  feel  about  it,  as  the  cording  be  undertaken  with  caution, 

brave  warrior  did  on  the  introduction  of  reflection,  and  fore-thought,  with   a 

gunpowder ; — ^his  art  of  fence,  and  his  wholesome  distrust  of  first  results,  and  a 

personal  bravery,  gave  him  no  advan-  willingness  to   go  on  diligently  and 

tage  over  every  clown  who  could  pull  a  cheerfully  in    the  work    of  notation, 

trigger.  during  those  tedious  intervals  which 
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Will   necessarily  occur   between  the  made  of  the  writings  of  their  prede- 
complete  workhig  out  of  different  in-  cessors,  or  rivals.    The  modem  school 
teresting  problems.    Something  of  the  of  chemistry  (essentially  one  of  weight 
patient  perseverance  of  the  alchymist  and  measure),  has  certainly  not  been 
vffl  be  reqmiped— of  that  fidth  in  the  deficient  in   brilliant   theories.     Our 
reality  of  die  good  songht  fbr,  and  of  present  searching  examinationSyStetho>- 
that  modesty  which  attributed  so  many  scopically,  microscopically,  and  statis- 
failures  in  ^e  search  to  the  unworthi-  tically  purstted,  are  so  many  ways  of 
ness  of  the  seeker.    If  these  mistaken  interrogating  natore.    We  are  asking 
men  produced  some  most  valuable  sub-  her  a  vast  number  of  searching  ques- 
atances,  while  toiling  over  their  cruci-  tions,  to  some  of  which,  no  doubt, 
bles,    under   all    the     disadvantages  within  the  next  twenty  years,  we  shall 
of    imagknations   heated,    and    views  obtain  categorical  answers, 
^torted  by  theories  and  speculations  One  most  beneficial  result  to  be  de- 
no  wonder,  then,  that  after  the  great  sired  and  expected  from  judicious  sta- 
Gounterblast  had  been  sounded  by  Lord  tistical  inquiry  is  the  keeping  our  pro- 
Bacon,  we  find  Hooke  thus  writing: —  fession  in  its  proper  relation  as  the 
'*  The  science  of  nature  has  been  too  adviser  of  the  state,  to  be  referred  to 
long  made  the  work  of  the  brain  and  with  confidence  on  important  questions 
of  the  hncy ;  let  it  now  revert  to  plain  of  public  health.    We  must  be  ready 
and  sound  observation,  and  let  all  in-  with  our  facts  and  figures  when  called 
teliigence  be  severely  examined;    let  upon  to  answer  these  questions,  and 
there  be  rigour  in  admitting,  strictness  they  will  be  no  less  useful  in  private. 
in  comparing,  slowness  in  debating.  No  doubt,  Mr.  Parr's  startling  inference 
and  shyness  in    determining."      But  that  the  neglect  of  vaccination  produces 
'*  this  most  diligent  experimenter,  who  a  mortality  among    children  exactly 
recorded  his  results  with  all  that  cau-  equal  to  throwing  two-thirds  over  Lon- 
tious  sobriety  which  he  advises,"  (as  don  Bridge,  has  often  been  quoted  with 
Mr.  Brande  tells,  in  his  history  of  the  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  prejudices  of 
origin  and  progress  of  chemistry,)  was  parents  who  would  not  have  attended 
led    by   his   genius   to   discard    the  to  more  lengthened  and  persuasive  dis- 
iavourite  notion  of  an  element  of  fire,  quisitions  in  favour  of  vaccination, 
a  notion  which    seemed   inseparable  Some  inconvenience  will  probably 
from  the  chemistry  of  his  day,  and  to  be  felt  firom  the  comparisons  unavoid- 
ventnre    on  a  theory  of  combustion  ably  suggested  between  the    success 
truer  by  two  centuries  than  the  "  phld-  attending  different  methods  of  cure, 
gistic  theory,"  which  for  a  time  sup-  different   places,   and  diflferent  prac- 
planted  it ;    and    for   his    chastened  titioners ;    some   reproaches  will   be 
theoretical  aspirations,  he  pleads  thus  made;  discredit  will  be  attached,  some- 
apologetically :— "  If  ever  I  have  ven-  times  justly,  sometimes   unjustly,  to 
tnred  at  Mmall  conjectures  respecting  individuals,  and  pain  will  be  inflicted 
the  causes  of  the  things  I  have  obr  thereby ;   but  in   proportion   to   the 
served,  I  beseech  the  reader  to  look  feithfiilness  and  fulness  with  which 
upon  thononlyas  doubtful  problems  materials  forcommentary  are  furnished, 
and  uncertain  guesses,  not  as  unques-  will  this  unavoidable  burden  be  ad- 
tionable  conclusions,  or  matters  of  un-  justed— adjusted,  as  the  Arab  proverb 
confutable  science."  Such  men,  and  in  has  it,  "  on  the  march."    To  carry  on 
such  times,  need  not,  and  do  not,  pre-  the  illustration,  we  would  say,  let  each 
face  a  course  of  lectures  with  a  bonfire  cheerfully  take  up  his  allotted  share, 
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be  it  great  or  small,  lest  men  have  cause  nnexpected,  and  affected  him  considen^fy, 

4^      vnl  ;m        '  ^  *^**  ^y  ^^  ^^®  experiment  of  mesmeris- 

, ,    'r    r"  ,  V     .  ing  him  against  his  wiU ;  proceeding  by  con- 

"^^Ld!°*  "  *^°°^  ""  *««'  ^^^  ^^«  *«^^*'  chai^g  him  pitictt. 

The  trumpet  of  march  has  sounded,  and  his  larly  to  exert  his  mind  to  prevent  my  affect- 

barden  IS  not  yet  bound  on."  ing  him.     Daring  the  process  he  occasion - 

^___ ally  glanced  at  those  near  him,  moving  his 

eyes    as    he  felt  inclined,   and  in  twelre 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  minutes  and  a  half  passed  into  mesmeric 

SOCIETY.  sleep. 

November  23, 1842.  On  the  moniing  of  Saturday,  the  1st  of 

Dr.  WiLUAMS  IK  THE  Chaxr.  October,  I  again  mesmerised  Wombell,  hav- 

^^  ing  done  so  the  two  previous  days.     This 

was  done  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  William 

Accomi  of  a  Case  in  which  the  Thigh  wu  Squire  Ward,  of  WeUow  (the  operator),  and 

amputated  during  the  Mesmeric  State,  two  other  surgeons,  in  order  that  the  prc- 

By  W.  ToPHAM,   Esq.   of  the  Middle  vious  mesmerism  might  tend,  as  I  beUeved 

Temple,  and  W.S.  Ward,  Esq.  Surgeon,  it  would;  to  render  his  sleep  deeper  when 

Jamks  Wombeli.,  aged  42,  a  labouring  again  mesmerised  for  the  operation;  and 

roan,  of  a  calm  and  quiet  temperament,  had  also  to  satisfy  them  of  the  state  in  which  he 

suffered;  for  a  period  of  about  five  years,  would  be  when  that  time  arrived, 
from  a  painful  affection  of  the  left  knee.    On        He  slept  an  hour,  and  was  roosed  by  an 

the  21st  day  of  Jnne  last,  he  was  admitted  attempt  ta   converse  with  him.      I  then 

into  the  District  Hospital  at  WeUow,  near  shewed  them  my  power  of  affecting  any  one 

Ollerton,  Notts  ;   no  longer  able  to  work,  of  his  limbs,  even  when  he  was  quite  awake« 

and    suffering  much  pain.      It  was  soon  At  my  request  he  extended  his  arms  alter- 

found  that  amputation  of  the  leg,  above  the  nately.     By  making  two  or  three  passes  over 

knee-joint,  was  inevitable;  and  it  was  even-  each,  without  any  contact,  I  so  transfixed 

tually  proposed  that  it  should  be  performed,  them  that,  from  the  shoulders  to  the  tips  of 

if  possible,  during  mesmeric  sleep.  the  fingers,  they  became  as  rigid  and  un- 

In  the  first  attempt  to  mesmerise  him,  yielding  as  bars  of  iron,  not  to  be  unbent, 

which  occupied  me  thirty-five  minutes,  the  except  by  mechanical  force  powerful  enough 

only  effect  produced  was  a  closing  of  the  to  injure  the  limbs ;  and  yet  instantly  re* 

eyelids,  with  that  quivering  appearance  pe-  laxing  throughout,  and  dropping  to  his  side, 

euliar    to    mesmeric    sleep ;    tind,    though  from  tlie  effect  of  my  breath  alone.      His 

awake  and  speaking,    he  could  not  raise  right  leg  was  affected  in  the  same  degree ; 

tiiem  until  after  the  lapse  of  a  minute  and  a  and  relief  from  immediate  pain  was  fre- 

half.  qnently  afforded  by  making  similar  passes 

My  attempt  the  next  day  was  more  sue-  over  the  diseased  one.     Though  the  sensi- 

eessful,  and  in  twenty  minutes  he  was  asleep,  hility  to  pain  was  diminished  in  the  limbs 

From  the  9th,   I  continued  to  mesmerise  thus  affected  whilst  awake,  it  was  only  dnr- 

him  every  day,  except  the  18th,  until  the  ing  mesmeric  sleep  I  found  it  totally  gone. 
24th'  of  September,  his  susceptibility  gra-        At  half-past  one  o'clock  we  proceeded  to 

dually  increasing ;  so  that,  on  the  23d,  the  Wombell's  room,  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 

sleep  was  produced  in  four  minutes  aind  a  rangements.     From  the  suffering  inflicted 

half.     The  duration  of  this  sleep  varied,  by  the  slightest  movement,  it  was  found 

continuing  generally  for  half  an  hour ;  some-  impossible,    without    needless    torture,    to 

times  for  an  hour ;  and  occasionally  for  an  place  him  upon  a  table.     The  low  bed  on 

hour  and  a  half.     But,  with  two  exceptions  which  he  then  lay  was  therefore  lifted  upoa 

(attempts  to  converse  with  him),  I  invaria-  a  temporary  platform.      Ten  minutes  aifter 

bly  found  him  awakened,  though  without  being  mesmerised,  he  was  drawn,  by  means 

being  startled,  by  the  violent  pam  from  his  of  the  bed-clothes  beneath  him,  towards  the 

knee,  which  suddenly  recurred  at  uncertain'  end  of  the  bed.     The  movement,  however, 

intervals.  excited  that  pain  which  had  so  often  aroused 

After  constantly  mesmerising  him  for  ten  him  before ;  and  now  it  did  so  again.   There 

or  twelve  days,  a  great  change  was  observed  was  something  quite  excruciating  in  the  suf- 

in  his  appearance.     Hie  hue  of  health  re-  fbring  which  the  state  of  the  knee  produced ; 

turned ;    he  became  cheerful ;    felt  much  for  I  had  seen  lum,  whilst  in  mesmeric  sleep, 

stronger ;    was  easier  both  in   mind    and  pricked  to  some  Uttle  depth  in  other  parta 

body  ;  slept  weU  ;  and  recovered  his  appe-  of  the  diseased  limb,  without  bdng  disturbed 

tate.  or  conscious  of  it.     To  preclude  the  neces- 

On  the  22d  of  September  he  was  first  ap-  sity  of  any  further  movement,  his  leg  waa 

prised  of  the  necessity  of  an  early  amputa-  now  placed  in  the  most  convenient  position 

tion.     The  communication  seemed  almost  which  he  could  bear.      Shortly  afterwards 
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be  declared  that  the  pam  had  ceased ;  and  I  o'dook  that   night ;    about  which  hour,  I 

again  mesmerised  him,  in  four  minutes.     In  again  meBmerised  him  (in  a  minute  and  three 

a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  informed  Mr.  Ward  quarters),  and  he  slept  an  hour  and  a  half. 

that  be  might  commence  the  operation.     I  I  may  further  add  that,  on  the  Monday 

then  brought  two  fingers  of  each  hand  gently  following,  the  first  dressing  of  his  wound  was 

in  conlact  with  Wombell's  closed  eyelids ;  in    mesmeric    sleep.      Of  this    dressing, 

and  there  kept  them,  stiU  further  to  deepen  usually  aooompanied  by  much  soreness  ami 

the  sleep.    Mr.  Ward,  after  one  earnest  look  smarting,  he  felt  nothing ;  slept  long  after 

at  the  man,  slowly  plunged  his  knife  into  the  It  was  completed;    was  ignorant  of  Mr. 

centre  of  the  outer  side  of  the  thigh,  directly  Ward's  intention ;  and,  after  awakening,  re- 

to  the  bone ;  and  then  made  a  clear  incision,  mained  unconscious  of  its  having  been  done. 

round  the  bone,  to  the  opposite  point,  on  the  [The  preceding  is  by  Mr.  Topham ;  what 

inside  of  the  thigh.     The  stillness,  at  this  follows  is  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Ward.] 

moment,  was  something  awful :    the  calm  The  case  to  which  the  attention  of  the 

respiration  of  the  sleeping  man  alone  was  Society  has  been  already  called,  was  one 

heard ;  for  all  other  seemed  suspended.    In  of  very  extensive  ulceration  of  the  carti- 

making  the  second  incision,  the  position  of  lages  of   the    knee-joint,  of  four    and  a 

the  leg  was  found  more  inconvenient  than  it  half     years'    standing,     the    consequence 

had  appeared  to  be ;  and  the  operator  could  of   neglected   inflammation   of  the   syno- 

Qot  proceed  with  has  former  facility.     Soon  vial  membrane,  produced  by  injury,  which 

after  the  second  incision,  a  moaning  was  was    treated    by   a    quack    in    the    first 

heard  from  the  patient,  which  continued,  at  instance,  but  did  not  come  under  my  own 

intervals,  until  the  conclusion.    It  gave  me  notice  until  about  three  years  before  his 

the  idea  of  a  troubled  dream ;  for  hu  sleep  admission  into  the  District    Hospital,    at 

continued  as  profound  as  ever.    The  placid  WeQow ;  when,  supposing  ulceration  to  have 

look  of  his  countenance  never  changed  for  commenced  in  the  cartilages,  I  ordered  ab- 

an  instant ;  his  whole  frame  rested,  unoon-  solute  rest,  and  the  usual  treatment ;  which 

trolled,  in  perfect  stilness  and  repose ;  not  was  only  adhered  to  for  ten  days,  when,  in 

8  muscle  or  a  nerve  was  seen  to  twitch.    To  spite  of  every  remonstrance  on  my  part,  he 

the  end  of  the    operation,    including  the  returned  to  his  ordinary  employment  (an 

sawing  of  the  bone,  securing  the  arteries,  and  agricultural  labourer),  in  his  stiU  crippled 

applying  the  bandages, — occupying  a  period  state. 

of  upwards  of  twenty  minutes, — he  lay  like  He  then  Cell  into  the  hands  of  other  prac* 
a  statue.  Soon  after  the  limb  was  re-  titioners,  whose  discipline  was  less  rigid^ 
moved,  his  pulse  becoming  low  from  and  whose  prognosis  was  more  sanguine 
the  loss  of  blood,  some  brandy  and  than  mine.  I  frequently  met  him,  and  oc- 
water  was  poured  into  his  throat ;  which  he  casionally  warned  him  of  the  eventual  loss 
swaltowe-d  unconscioasly.  As  the  last  ban-  of  his  limb  if  he  persisted  ia  using  it.  His 
dage  was  applied,  I  pointed  out,  to  one  of  last  fair  prospect  was  a  promised  cure  by 
the  surgeons  and  another  gentleman  present,  cupping ;  but  this  having  produced  no  re- 
that  peculiar  quivering  of  the  closed  eyelids  lief,  he  applied  for  admission  into  the  hospi- 
already  alluded  to.  Finally,  when  aU  was  tal.  At  this  time  the  disease  had  far  ad- 
completed,  and  WombeU  was  about  to  be  vanced;  the  slightest  motian  of  the  joint 
removed,  hb  pulse  being  siill  found  very  low,  was  attended  by  the  most  excruciating 
some  sal  volatile  and  water  was  administered  agony ;  his  nights  were  almost  wholly 
to  him  ;  it  proved  too  strong  and  pungent,  sleepless,  in  consequence  of  the  painful 
and  he  gradually  and  calmly  awoke.  startings  of  the  Hmb  ;  his  pulse  weak  and 
At  first,  he  uttered  no  exclamation ;  and,  rapid ;  his  face  constantly  marked  with  a 
for  some  moments,  seemed  lost  and  hectic  flush ;  his  tongue  foul,  and  appetite 
bewildered :  but,  after  looking  round,  he  gone.  He  was  now  confined  to  his  bed,  but 
exclaimed,  "  I  bless  the  Lord  to  find  it's  all  could  not  bear  a  horixontal  position.  The 
over!"  He  was  then  removed  to  another  joint  was  supported  by  a  light  splint ;  poul- 
room ;  and  following  immediately,  I  asked  tices,  fomentations,  &c.  were  applied ;  at- 
him  in  the  presence  of  those  assembled,  to  tention  paid  to  his  general  health ;  opiates, 
describe  all  he  felt  or  knew,  after  he  was  quinine,  wine,  &c.,  prescribed  to  get  him 
mesmerised.  His  reply  was,  **  I  never  knew  into  a  fit  state  for  the  operation  (which  I 
anything  more ;  and  never  felt  any  pain  at  deemed  inevitable),  without  any  apparent 
all :  I  once  felt  as  if  I  heard  a  kind  of  benefit ;  but,  on  hearing  that  Mr.  Topham 
crunching."  I  asked  if  that  were  painful?  was  coming  into  the  neighbourhood,.!  de- 
He  replied,  **  No  pain  at  all !  I  never  had  termined  to  request  him  to  try  the  effects  of 
any ;  and  knew  nothing,  till  I  was  awakened  mesiherism  upon  him,  with  a  view  not  only 
by  tliat  strong  stuflf*  (the  sal  volatile).  The  of  tranquiUidng  the  system  prior  to  the 
"  crunching,"  no  doubt,  was  the  sawing  of  operation,  but,  if  possible,  to  procure  such 
his  own  thigh-bone.  He  was  left,  easy  and  a  degree  of  insensibility  to  pain  as  to  ren< 
comfortable;  and  still  found  80|  at  nine  der  the  man  unconscioua  of  the  operation 
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ittdf ;  having  long  dttired  to-aee  this  accom-  at  leneniog  the  horror  and  pam  of  a  capital 

pliflhed,  as  &B  '*  mmmam  bonom"  of  mea*  operation ;  althongh,  I  muat  confesa,  I  wo 

meriam.  by  no  meana  Bsngnine  of  saocess.    'the  pa- 

I  was,  howerer,  obliged  to  leave  home  tient  was  again  put  to  sleep ;  prerionaly  to 
from  indisposition  at  this  period,  bot  daily  which  a  snfgeon  present  raised  the  fimb 
received  reporta  of  the  progress  made  upon  about  two  indies  from  the  mattress,  by  rest- 
my  patient ;  and  on  my  return,  on  the  27th  ing  the  bed  upon  his  shoulder  and  suppoit- 
of  September — ^about  three  weeks  alter  the  ing  the  joint  with  his  hand ;  promising  alsor 
commencement  of  the  mesmerism — I  was  as  if  the  man  should  awake,  instantly  to  draw 
much  astonished  aa  I  was  delighted,  to  ob-  him  down,  so  as  to  allow  the  1^  to  extend 
serve  the  improved  condition  of  the  man.  beyond  the  edge  of  the  bed. 
He  had,  now,  much  more  the  hue  of  health ;  In  a  few  minutss,  Mr.  Topham  said  be 
his  nights  were  more  quiet  and  tranquil ;  was  quite  ready ;  when,  having  adiusted  the 
his  appetite  had  returned ;  and,  in  (act,  such  tourniquet  (the  very  unikvourable  position  of 
was  Ids  state,  that  had  I  not  known  the  tiie  patient  precluding  the  possibility  of  other- 
previous  history  of  the  case,  much  doubt  wise  compressing  the  artei7),  I  proceeded  to 
must  have  arisen,  in  my  mind,  as  to  the  pro-  perform  die  operation,  as  has  been  described, 
priety  of  immediately  amputating  the  lunb.  Having  made  the  anterior  flap,  without  tiie 
It  is  true,  there  was  still  the  pain,  on  the  slightest  expression  of  consciousness  on  the 
slightest  movement  of  the  joint ;  and^  still  part  of  the  patient,  I  was  under  the  neces- 
some  of  the  same  painful  startings  at  night ;  nty  of  completing  the  posterior  one,  in  three 
but  he  no  longer  appeared  to  be  suffering  in  stagey  Fint,  by  dividing  a  portion  of  the 
his  general  health,  which,  on  the  contrary,  flap  on  the  inside ;  then  a  sieoiilar  portion  on 
was  greatly  improved:  nevertheless,  I  fdt  the  outside.  This  proceeding  (vdiich  of 
assured,  notwithstanding  all  this  in  his  favour,  eourse  was  hr  more  tedious  and  psinfid 
that  there  was  too  much  disease  to  admit  of  tiian  the  ordinary  one)  was  rendered  nece»> 
a  final  recovery.  sary,  to  enable  me  to  pass  the  knife  throught 

As  I  had  quite  determined  upon  not  at-  under  the  bone,  and   thus   complete  the 

tempting  to    remove  the  limb  while  the  whole;  aa  I  could  not  suflidently  depress 

r'  itient  was  under  mesmeric  influence,  unless  the  handle  to  do  so,  without  the  two  lateral 

was  convinced  of  its  safety,  and  had  oppor-  cuts, 
tnnities  of  seeing  him  in  that  state ;  and,        Beyond  what  has  been  already  so  wdl 

moreover,  not  without  the  man's  own  full  described  by  Mr.  Topham,  I  need  only  add, 

concurrence ;  on  the  29th,  I  requested  Mr.  that  the  extreme  quivering  or  rapid  action 

Topham  to  mesmerise  him  ;  when  I  was  of  the  divided  muscular  fibres  was  less  than 

delighted  to  find  his  susceptibility  so  great,  usual;  nor  was  there  so  much  contraction 

When  asleep  (if  I  may  use  the  term),  his  of  the  muscles  themselves :    I  must  also 

breathing  was  unaltered;  his  pulse  tranquil,  notice,  that,  two  or  three  times,  I  touched 

and  about  80 ;   his  waking  was  slow  and  the  divided  end  of  the  sciatic  nerve,  without 

gradual,  and  without  the  least  start ;  and  I  any  increase  of  tiie  low  moaning  described 

fomid  he  was  insensible  to  the  prick  of  a  pin.  by  Mr.  Topham ;  and  which,  to  all  present. 

Under    such    circumstances   I    saw  no  gave  the  impression  of  a  disturbed  dream, 
grounds  for  fear  or  hesitation ;  and  having        The  patient  is  doing  remarkably  well, 

obtained  the  patient's  consent,  or  rather  at  and  sat  up  on  Sunday  lut  to  eat  his  dinner 

his  own  urgent  request,  I  fixed  the  foUowing  ^jiut  three  weeks  from  the  operation ;  and 

Saturday,  1st  of  October,  for  the  performance  he  has  not  had  a  single  bad  symptom :  none, 

of  the  operation.  even,  of  the  nervous  excitement  so  frequently 

The  patient  (as  has  been  already  stated)  observed  in  patients  who  have  undergone 

was  lifted,  with  his  bed,  upon  a  platform ;  painful  operations,  and  who  have  suffered 

and,  although  he  was  considerably  excited  much  previous  anxiety  in  making  up  their 

by  hearing  the  cries  of  another  patient,  upon  minds. 

whom  I  ^d  been  performing  a  tedious  and        Qn  dissection  of  the  joint,  the  appear- 
painful  operation  in  an  a4joining  room,  he    ances  frilly  verified  my  diagnosis.    The  car- 

was  soon  put  into  mesmeric  sleep ;  but  as  I  tiUges  of  the  tibia,  femur,  and  patdla,  had 

wished  him  to  be  placed  in  the  usual  position,  been  entirely    absorbed,    except  a  much- 

irith  the  limbs  extended  over  the  end  of  the  tfiinned  layer,  partly  covering  the  patella, 

bed,  an  attempt  was  made  to  draw  him  down  There  was  deep  carious  ulceration  of  the 

with  the  bed-dothes ;  but  this  occasioned  so  exposed  ends  of  the  bones ;  and  especislly 

much  pain  as  to  awake  him.     I  was  now  on  the  inner  condyle  of  the  femur,  which 

somewhat  embarrassed,  as  his  position  on  bad  wholly  lost  its  rounded  shape.     Some 

the  bed,  with  his.  extremity  lying  in  close  coagulated  lymph  was  effused  upon  the  sur- 

oontaet  with  it,  was  so  very  nn&vourable  to  £iee  of  the  synovial  membrane,  in  several 

the  operator;  but,  having  proceeded  thus  places;  and  the  joint  contained  a  certain 

^,  I  was  unwilling  to  mar  the  first  attempt  quantity  of  dark-coloured  pus. 
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After  the  reading  of  the  preceding  caie  the  French  Academicians,  and,  on  uttixi^ 

(onr  account  of  which  is  taken  firom  the  down,  declared  hia  determination  to  maintain 

report  published  by  the  parties  themsd?es),  his  opinion,  and  pnrsoe  lus  researches  on  the 

a  considerable  number  of  the  members  ex-  subject  uf  mesmerism,  regardless  of  the  ridi- 

pressed  their  opinions ;   but  we  can  only  cule  which  might  be  heaped  upon  him  for 

make  room  for  what  was  said  by  one  or  two.  doing  so. 

Mr.  Alcock  argued  that  the  drcumstanoe 

of  no  p«»"  being  expreased,  by  no  means  We  haye  recoted  a  letter  from  one  of  the 

proved  that  none  was  felt,  and  mentioned  gentlemen  present,  and  which  we  subjoin, 

the  case  of  a  patient  of  his  own,  who  smoked  • 

his  pipe,  with  the  most  perfect  composure,  To  ih*  Bdttor  qftke  Medteal  GazeUe. 

during  the  whole  time  of  his  performing  a  Sir, 

capit2  operation  upon  him.  |  was  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Royal 

Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  aUuded  to  the  case  Medical  and  Chirurglcal  Society,   on    last 

of  the  sleeping  boy,  recorded  in  the  Philoso-  Tuesday  erening,  and  was  one  of  those  who 

pUcal  Transactions  by  Dr.  OUver,  and  who  regretted  thatany  feUow  of  the  society  should 

mffered  pins  to  be  thrust  under  his  finger-  jj^^yg  y^^^  g^  good-natured  to  the  authors  of 

nails,  and  various  other  kinds  of  torture  to  jjjg  ^gpy  g^y  ^^^  ^^  Mesmerism,  as  to 

be  inflicted,  without  giving  the  slightest  sign  comply  with  their  wishes,  by  presenting  such 

of  pain.    He  also  mentioned  the  case  of  a  ^^  p^per  to  be  read  at  one  of  our  meetings, 

distinguished  physician  of  the  present  day,  on  xhe  unfortunate  patient  whose  case  was 

whom  he  had  operated  for  strangulated  her-  ,f«eorded,  who  moaned  during  the  operation^ 

nia,  and  who  had  shewed  such  perfect  com-  ^^  ^g^rd  a  crunching  during  the  tawing 

poeure  as  to  ask  questions  about  the  various  ^  ff^g  ^^^^^  evidcntiy  felt  quite  enough ;  and 

■teps  of  the  operation,   handling  the  in-  ^^^  „  ^^^^  glg^  ^f  feeling  it,  as  many 

■truments,  and  conversing  with  perfect  tran-  patients  do  under  similar    circumstances. 

quiUity  while  the  opjcration  was  being  per-  ^^  j  j^  requires  no  very  deep  knowledge  of 

formed ;    the  only  indication  of  suffering  human  nature,  to  imagine  various  motives 

having  occurred  when  Sir  Benjamin  touched  ^^i^^  „,igjj|.  induce  him  to  express  himself 

a  nerve  which  was  exposed.     After  alluding  g,  ^  ^jj^  afterwards. 

to  some  analogous  cases,  he  expressed  his  ^  jg  ^^^^  remarkable  that  it  should  have 

approbation  of  the  report  of  the  French  occurred  to  no  one  present  to  mention  the  case 

Academy,  to  the  effect  that  animal  magnetism  ^f  a  woman  whose  breast  was  amputated,  some 

was  a  complete  delusion,  and  added  his  con-  yea„  ago,  in  Paris,  by  M.  Cloquet,  while  she 

cnrrence  on  what  had  been  said  by  one  of  ^gs  (as  it  was  supposed)  in  a  state  of  mes- 


the  former  speaker*— namely,  that  the  paper  jg^cnc  stupor.     This  woman  was  believed  to 

oug^  not  to  have  been  admitted  by  the  Coun-  j^^c  been  insensible  to  pain  during  the  ope- 

oil,  ration  ,  'md  was  a  better  actor  than  the  man 

Mr.  Coulson,  Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Blake,  Mr.  mesmei'sed  by  Mr.  Topham,  as  she  did  not 

Bransby  Cooper,  Mr.  liston,  Dr.  Marshall  even  moan.  Some  considerabletimeafterwards, 

Hall,  and  some  other  gentlemen,  expressed  however,  while  dying  of  an  internal  complaint 

tbenuelves  as  disbelievers  in  mesmerism.  |q  another  hospital,  she  confessed  to  the  narse 

Dr.  Mayo  expressed  his  opinion  that  there  tj^t  the  whole  had  been  a  cheat ;  that  she 

existed  something  more  thanmeremdifference  had  experienced  pain  during  the  operation, 

to  pain  in  what  was  called  mesmeric  phe-  ]|ke  other  persons,  but  hadsufficient  command 

nomena,  and  mentioned  that  he  had  thrust  a  ^^^  herself  not  to  shew  it. — I  am,  sir, 
pin  into  the  arms  of  one  of  the  girls  O'Key,  your  obedient  servant, 

without  her  shewing  any  sign  of  pain,  al-  F.R.M.C.S. 

though  she  could  not  possibly  have  known 

beforehand  what  he  was  about  to  do.  .  p.pmTT|i po 

Dr.  EUiatson  spoke  ratiier  fuUy  upon  tiie  CLINICAL  LECTURES, 

subject  of  mesmerism,  and  explained  his  own         Delivered  at  8t.  Thomat^a  Hospital^ 

opinions  in  its  favour,  denying  the  applica- 

Mity  of  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's  remarks.  By  Samuel  Sollt,  Esq.,  F.R.b. 

H«  arrued  that  cases  such  as    he   adduced  Assistant-Soigeon,  and  Lecturer  on   CUnical 

WBreSyLtancesof  insensibUity  topain.  and  S^'K^nr.  at  St.  Thomas's  SchooL 

tliatsnch  were  not  uncommon.  Inillustration  — — 

of  hia  meaning  he  referred  to  the  case  of  a  fe-  Lecturb  II. 

male,  which  occurred  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  q^  Diaeaeet  of  the  Spine. 

at  Edinburgh  in  1830,  the  skin  of  whose  ,  ^     ,.         u 

hands  was  lacerated  and  torn  while  she  was    In  my  last  clinical  lecture  I  dwelt  much  on 

in  a  sUte  of  insenaibUity,  and  witiiout  her  tiie  physiology  of  tiic  spine  as  a  centre  of 

feeling  it  in  tiie  least ;  but  he  did  not  regard    support,  showing  upon  what  structures  ite 

BttShistances  as  bearing  upon  the  question,    strength    depended,    and    how    deformity 

He  expressed  his  dissent  from  the  report  of    should  be  prevented,  and  how  its  progress 
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should  be  arrested,  when  your  advice  is 
sought  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease. 
Your  attention  shall  be  directed  to  the  treat- 
ment of  more  confirmed  cases  of  distortion i 
when  wc  have  some  patients  in  the  hospital 
to  illustrate  my  observations.  The  spinal 
column  is  interesting  to  the  surgeon  not 
merely  as  a  bond  of  union  between  the  dif- 
ferent portions  of  the  skeleton,  held  together 
and  supported  by  numerous  muscles  and 
ligaments,  but  from  the  fact  that  it  contains 
within  its  tube  that  important  centre  of  the 
nervous  system,  the  spinal  chord.  This  re- 
lation of  tiie  column  to  the  cerebro-spinal  axis 
should  always  be  borne  in  mind  when  you 
are  called  upon  to  treat  any  of  the  diseases 
to  which  it  is  liable,  but  it  is  especially  im- 
portant in  connection  with  the  spinal  dis- 
eases of  which  the  following  case  is  an  illus- 
tration. 

William  Dickerson,  set.  21,  fanner's 
labourer,  from  Cambridgeshire,  was  ad- 
mitted into  St.  Thomas'd  Hospital,  Aug.  22, 
1842,  with  i)osterior  angular  curvature  of 
the  spine  at  the  ninth  dorsal  vertebra. 

States,  that  until  six  months  ago  he 
had  no  signs  of  disease,  or  curvature, 
whatever.  He  first  noticed  a  sharp,  aching 
pain  across  the  hips  and  loins,  increased  by 
coughing  and  percussion ;  at  tliis  time  he 
was  exposed  to  wet  and  cold  at  his  work, 
though  not  more  than  farming  labourers  are 
generally  ;  he  nerer  had  rheumatism,  but  he 
has  cough  at  the  present  time ;  he  does  not 
remember  having  strained  or  hurt  himself  in 
any  way. 

August  2d,  1842. — ^Ilie  spine  presents 
no  lateral  deviation,  but  at  the  ninth 
dorsal  vertebra  there  is  a  considerable 
projection  posteriorly.  He  suffers  acutely 
if  this  point  is  tapped  with  the  hand. 

There  is  no  paralysis  of  the  legs,  but  they 
arc  subject  to  occasional  twitchings. 

Some  cough,  attended  with  bronchial  ex- 
pectoration. 

General  appearance  tolerably  healthy ;  ap- 
petite good. 

Hydr.  c.  Creta,  gr.  ij.  ;   Conii.  gr.  iij. 
o.  n. ;  Moxa  lumbis. 

Sept.  15th.— C.  Cmentc,  ad  Jvj. 

21st. — Linctus  pro  tussi. 

22d. — ^Moxa  Lumbis,  Himdines  xij. 
lumbis. 

26th. — C.  Cment.  Lumbis  ad  ^viij  $ 
Moxa  Rep. 

Nov.  1st.— C.  Cment.  ad.  ^viij. 

He  is  now  free  from  pain  in  his  back ; 
be  can  bear  it  to  be  tapped  without  suffer- 
ing ;  but  if  he  cougha  or  sneezes  he  has  a 
shooting  pain  down  from  the  loins.  He 
still,  at  times,  has  a  little  numbness  down 
the  legs,  but  not  so  much  as  he  had ;  his 
countenance  and  general  health  are  good. 

You  will  immediately  perceive  that  this 


case  illustrales  one  of  tlie  grand  diviiioiis  of 
spinal  diseases  into  which  I  stated  they  were 
usually  divided :  viz.,  that  deformity  which 
is  occasioned  by  actual  disease  of  the  bones 
of  the  vertebrae.  We  must  now  consider 
how  this  disease  csommences,  and  whether  it 
is  similar  to  other  diaeaaea  to  which  our 
frames  are  subject. 

Bone  is  liable  to  be  affected  with  the  nme 
kind  of  diseases  as  the  soft  parts ;  inflamma- 
tion and  its  consequences,  ulceration,  mp- 
puration,  gangrene,  &c,,  though  the  de- 
ference of  texture  modifies  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  and  appearance  which  it  pre- 
sents. Different  terms  have  been  employed 
in  designating  its  diseases  :  thus,  uloeratioa 
is  called  caries,  and  gangrene  necrosis,  &c. 

When  the  ulcerative  process  attacks  a 
bone,  it  is  not  easily  arrested,  and  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  bone  is  usually  destroyed 
before  the  ulcer  heals. 

The  texture  of  the  bone  which  has  been 
removed  by  this  process  is  never  entirely 
filled  up,  and  the  vacant  space  remains. 
Suppposing,  then,  caries  to  have  attacked 
the  body  of  one  or  more  rertebrse,  the  con- 
sequence will  be  that  a  considerable  gap  will 
be  formed  in  the  anterior  portion  of  the 
column,  depriving  it  of  its  firmness  and 
solidity. 

If  you  look  at  this  beautiful  preparation 
of  caries  of  the  spine,  yon  will  immediately 
perceive  the  cause  of  angular  curvature. 
The  bodies  of  the  vertebrae  have  ulcerated, 
and  thus  allowed  those  above  and  below  to 
approximate  anteriorly;  the  spinous  pro- 
cesses are  consequently  separated,  and  form 
the  angular  projection  which  you  see  here, 
and  which  can  always  be  detected  during 
life,  as  in  the  case  just  related. 

In  regard  to  your  diagnosis  of  caries  of  the 
vertebra  iu  such  cases  as  the  present  yoa 
cannot  easily  err,  for  here  the  disease  had 
extended  so  far  as  to  produce  the  angular 
curvature  I  have  described.  But  it  some- 
times happens  that  the  first  indication  of 
caries  of  the  spine  is  partial  paralysis  of 
some  of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities,  un- 
accompanied with  any  spinal  deformity. 
In  such  cases  it  is  extremely  important  to 
detect  the  cause  of  such  paralysis — whether 
it  is  dependent  on  lesion  of  the  spinal  cord 
or  brain,  and  if  of  the  cord,  of  what  xrartion. 
Generally  speaking,  if  you  carefully  examine 
the  spine  from  the  cranium  to  the  sacrum, 
tapping  gently  the  spinous  process  of  each 
vertebra,  you  will  discover  the  seat  of  the 
disease.  But  this  plan  does  sometimes  fail. 
Mr.  Copeland  recommends  the  application 
of  a  sponge  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  and  he 
relates  a  case  of  caries  of  the  spine  which  he 
detected  in  this  way  when  every  other  had 
failed.  Sir  B.  Brodic  observes,  that  there 
are  cases  "  in  which  there  is  no  pain  in  the 
spine  whatever  from  the  first  access  of  the 
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diaeue  to  its  tennination,"  and  c^ken,  in  power,  may  lead  to  inflammation  of  the 

wludi  the  ^aease  has  been  supposed  to  be  anterior  and    posterior    ligaments    of   the 

cored,  the  patient  not  having  experienced  spine,  or  the  interrertebral  substance,  wliidi, 

any  pain  lor  two  or  three  years,  but  in  whom,  if  unchecked,  goes  on  to  ulceration,  not 

after  death,  the  bodies  of  the  Tertebrs  were  merely  of  the  fibro-cartilages,  but  of  the 

found  to  be  still  in  a  state  of  caries,  and  an  bones  themselves.  Such  serious  consequences 

abscess,  containing  not  less  than  half  a  pint  do  not  often  follow  strains  in  strong  healthy 

of  matter,  connected  with  them.  persons,  but  only  in  individuals  of  lax  mus- 

Supposing,  then,  that  you  have  ascertained  cular  fibre, 
the  existence  of  caries  of  the  spine,  even  This  severe  injury  of  the  ligamentous  con- 
though  it  be  prior  to  the  existence  of  de>  nections  of  the  vertebral  column  takes  place 
formity,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  little  importance  in  consequence  of  the  spinal  muscles,  whose 
to  you  to  learn  whether  the  disease  com-  office   I  described  in   my  former  lecture, 
menoes  in  the  osseous  or  the  ligamentous  under  the  title  of  intelligent  ligaments,  not 
tissues  of  the  column.     It  is  not  often  that  performing  their  duties  efficiently.     From 
we  have  the  opportunity  of  examining  these  deficient  muscular  power  a  greater  strain  is 
cases  in  the  very  early  stages — ^before,  in  tiirown   upon   the    spinal    ligaments   than 
fact,  the  deformity  has  commenced — which  they  can  bear.  You  must  not,  tiien,  confound 
too  frequently  is  the  first  intimation  we  inefficient  muscidar    action,    arising    from 
receive  of  the  exist^gice  of  any  malady  at  all.  general  want  of  power,  with  the  strumous 
In  this  preparation  you  have  the  opportunity  or  scrofulous  diathesis.    The  following  case, 
of  obsmiog  one  form  of  the  disease  in  its  which  I  saw  at  home,  on  Thursday  last,  the 
very  early  stage.    The  anterior  ligament  of  3d  instant,  illustrates  the  kind  of  injury 
the  spine  exlubite  marks  of  inflammation ;  it  which  is  very  likely  to  lead  to  disease  of  the 
is  separated  from  the  bone,  and  fibrinous  intervertebral  substance  if  it  is  not  checked, 
matter  deposited  between  them :  this  inflam -  Rebecca  Warland ,  st.  4 2,  married  woman, 
matory  action  is  the  precursor  of  ulceration  wife  of  a  brewer,  has  always  lived  well,  but 
of  the  vertebra ;  and  &us,  in  some  instances,  not  to  excess ;  appearance  rather  delicate, 
does  the  disease  commence  in  the  ligamen-  but  not  unhealthy ;  has  had  seven  children, 
tous,  not  the  osseous  tissue.  and    five    living,    the    youngest  seventeen 

Hie  researches  of  Sir  B.  Brodie  shew  that  months  old ;  she  nursed  until  it  was  five 

the  ulcerative  process  does  not  invariably  months  old.     Applied  to  me  at  home  on 

commence  in  the  bone,  but  occasionally  in  account  of  a  pain  in  her  back  and  loins, 

the  fibrous   intervertebral    cartilage.      "  I  which  is  constent,  and  a  most  distressing 

have,'*  says  this  author, "  in  some  instances,  sensation  on  stooping.     Sbe  attributes  her 

found  tlie  intervertebral  cartilages  in  a  stote  present  symptoms  to  a  fall,  exactly  a  week 

of  ulceration,  while  the  bones  were  either  in  ago,  in  coming  down  stairs,  when  she  slipped, 

a  perfectly  healthy  state,  or  merely  affected  and  falling  partly  over  the  bannisten,  twisted 

with  chronic  inflammation,  without  having  her  spine.     She  suffered  most  acute  pain  at 

lost  their   natural  texture  and  hardness  ;  the  time,  which  has  never  left  her  altogether 

while  in  others  it  has  been  manifest  that  the  since,  but  has  rather  increased, 

original  disease  was  the  true  scrofulous  dis-  She  feels  a  twitehing  of  the  legs  while 

ease  of  bones."  walking,  and  a  catching  in  her  back,  which 

When  the  disease  commences  in  the  car-  she  says  causes  her  to  draw  up^er  right  leg. 

tUage  it  extends  to  the  bone  by  ample  caries  The  pain  she  experiences  in  her  back  is 

or  ulceration,  and  such  cases  are  much  more  principally  on  the  right  side.    The  spine  is 

likely  to  terminate  favourably,  that  is,  with  throughout  tender  to  the  touch ;  but  she 

anchylosis,  than  the  scrofulous  disease  of  sufiera  acutely  if  it  is  tapped  over  the  fourth 

the  bone.  lumbar  vertebra,  which  was  the  exact  seat  of 

It  is  therefore  important,  if  possible,  to  the  pain  at  the  time  of  the  acddent.     As 

distinguish  them  in  the  early  stage,  both  in  she  is  falling  off  to  sleep  at  ii^ht,  she  is 

regard  to  your  treatment  and  your  prognosis,  awoke  with  twitchings  and  catchings  of  the 

It  would  be  incorrect  to  assert  that  this  dis-  legs  and  back  part  of  the  head,  and  when 

tinction  can  always  be  made ;  but  I  think  thus  roused,  she  is  not  collected  immediately 

the    following    pointa    may  assist  you   in  on  awaking,  as  she  always  was  previous  to 

fbrmins^  your  opinion.  You  do  not  meet  with  the  accident,  but  is  confused  and  bewildered, 

decided  scrofulous  disease  of  the  bodies  of  In  the  day-time,  if  she  stoops  her  head  she 

the  Tertebrae,  without  tolerably  decided  in-  feels  giddy  and  loses  her  memory.    Tongue 

^cations  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  as  ex-  white,  and  slightly  furred ;  pulse  68,  soft ; 

hibited  by  the  general  appearance  of  the  bowels  as  ususl,  rather  confined.  Ordered — 

patient,   and  symptoms  of  the  disease  in  ^^,  ^  ^,        ^^      Cue.  Crucnt.  Lum- 

other  organs ;  whereas  direct  injury,  such  as  •      bis  ad  ^viii 

a  forcible  twist  of  the  spine,  occurring  in  a  ^      ' 

person  of  good  general  health,  without  any  It  is  evident  from  the  serious  effect  pro- 

strumous  taint,  though  deficient  in  general  duced  upon  the  nervous  system,  which  has 
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even  extended  from  the  spinal  cord  up  to  sure.     Strict  confinement  to  the  recambent 

the  brain,  how  severe  a  twist  the  spinal  posture. 

column  itself  must  have  received.    There  March  9th. — Much  better,  both  as  regards 

must  have  been  a  temporary  and  partial  dis>  sensation  and  motion.     Mouth  very  tender, 

placement,  though  probably  only  momentary,  To  take  the  Hydr.  c.  creta,  gr.  j.  instead  of 

or  the  cord,  which  is  so  beautifdiy  protected,  ij.  The  issues  discharge  very  litUe.  Ordered 

could  not  have  been  so  much  injured.     The  two  fresh  ones. 

cause  appears  slight  in  comparison  with  the  19th. — Can  now  get  out  of  bed  without 

lesion  produced ;  and  we  can  only  account  assistance,  which  he  could  not  do  when  he 

for  it  on  the  principle  before  adverted  to,  came  in.    The  numbness  of  the  extremities 

namely  that  the  muscles,  as  supporters  of  the  is  [nearly  gone,  and  he  can  walk  without 

columns,  did  not  faithfully  perform  thdr  any  dragging  of  his  limbs.     He  does  not 

duty,  either  from  want  of  sufficient  power,  or  wdk  firmly,  like  a  strong  man,  but  he  im- 

from  their  being  taken  unawares  before  they  proves  after  he  has  been  up  some  time, 

had  time  to  contract  efficiently.  Soon  after  the  date  of  the  last  report,  he 

I  think  it  right  to  employ  the  cupping-  got  impatient  of  the  confinement,  and  went 

glasses  in  these  cases  in  the  first  instance,  home.     He  returned  again  in  about  two 

as  being  more  efficient  in  the  acute  stage  of  months,  much  worse ;  but  as  he  refused  to 

inflammation,   and    less    painful    than  the  keep  the  recumbentposture,  he  was  dismissed, 

moxa.    This  patient  has  been  much  relieved  In  this  case  there  was  no  irregularity  of 

by  these  measures,  and  the  symptoms  of  the  spinous  processes,  or  indication  of  disease 

injury  to  the  cord  very  much  aUeviateci.     I  of  the  osseous  tissue.    That  a  very  decided 

cannot  impress  too  strongly  on  your  mind  the  change  had  taken   place  in  the  vertebral 

necessity  of  treating  such  cases  actively  at  canal  was  very  evident  from  the  paralysis, 

first,  and  watching  them  carefully  afterwards,  caused  in  all  probability  by  pressure  on  the 

I  have  two  cases  in  my  mind  s  eye  at  this  cord  from  fibrinous  deposit,  the  result  of 

moment,  in  which  partial  paralysis  followed  chronic  inflammatory  action  of  the  inter- 

from  what  I  must  again  designate  as  sprain  vertebral  substance,  extending  to  the  liga« 

of  the  spine.  The  one  occurred  to  a  steward  ments.    The  rapid  improvement  under  the 

on  board  a  vessel,  as  he  was  lifting  some  influence  of  mercury  and  the  counter-irri- 

very  heavy  trunks  belonging  to  a  passenger ;  tation  of  the  moxa,  demonstrates  that  the 

the  other  to  a  carpenter.    The  first  case  was  cord  could  not  have  been  damaged  by  the 

in  private ;  but  the  subject  of  the  latter  was  accident,  but  only  compressed  by  some  matter 

a  patient  in  Henry's  Ward,  and  as  his  case  which  afterwards  became  absorbed.     1  have 

is  short  I  will  read  it  to  you.  no  doubt  that  the  termination  of  this  case, 

Henry  Lambton,  set.  29,  married  man,  in  consequence  of  the  man's  obstinacy,  will 

three  children,  by  trade  a  carpenter ;  states  be  caries  of  the  spine,  ^ngiiUr  curvaturei 

that  he  has  dways  had  good  health ;   ap-  and  permanent  paraplegia, 

pearanoe  not  strumous ;  was  admitted  into  When  disease  of  the  bodies  of  the  verte- 

Henry's  ward,  January  25th,  1842,   with  brs  is  not  the  consequence  of  simple  inflam- 

partial  paraplegia.  matory  action,  by  whatever  cause  such  action 

He  is  scarcely  able  to  walk,  catching  his  may  be  set  up,  it  is  occasioned  by  scrofulous 

toes  against  the  ground,  and  dragging  his  disease.  This  beautiful  preparation,  exhibiting 

limbs  as  he  supported  himself  with  a  stick  ;  its  existence  in  the  sacrum  and  last  lumbar 

without  which,  indeed,  he  could  not  stand,  vertebra,  taken  from  a  man  who  died  in  the 

His  legs  and  thighs  feel  numb ;  the  left  ex-  hospital  during  the  summer,  was  produced 

tremity  is  rather  the  worst,  both  in  respect  by  a  direct  blow  on  the  part.     He  fell  on 

to  sensation  and  motion.     He  has  not  now,  board  a  ship   from  the  main-top  upon  the 

nor  ever  had,  any  pain  in  his  head.     His  deck — a  height  of  about  thirty  feet — striking 

general  health  is  good.  the  sacrum.     Hie  accident  occurred  just 

His  account  is,  that  one  year  previous  to  three  years  before  his  death,  during  which 

his  admission  into  the  hospital,  he  strained  time  he  frequently  partially  recovered :  the 

his  loins  lifting  a  very  heavy  weight.     He  immediate  cause  of  his  death  was  phthisis, 

felt  at  the  time  a  considerable  pain  in  the  You  have  frequently   during  the    present 

lower  part  of  the  back,  from  which  he  has  season  seen  the  effects,  in  different  parts  of 

never  been  entirely  free  since.      He  had  the  frame,  of  scrofula — this  dreadful  scourge 

medical  advice  at  the  time,  and  was  cupped  of  the  human  race  :     sometimes  attacking 

and  blistered,  but  he  gradually  lost  the  use  one  joint,  sometimes  another ;    sometimes 

of  both  his  limbs  in  about  four  months  from  arising  spontaneously  in  the  system,   and 

the  time  of  the  accident.  sometimes  consequent  upon    severe    local 

Jan.  27th. — I  ordered  him  Hydr.  c.  creta,  injury, 

gr.  ij.  om.  nocte.    Two  moxas,  one  on  each  Ulceration  of  the  soft  parts  is  always 

side  of  the  lumbar  portion  of  the  spine,  accompanied  by  suppuration;   but  not  so 

where  he  experienced  most  pain  on  pres-  caries  of  the  bone.    It  would,  however,  ap- 
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pear  that  sapparatioo  more  freqnently  fol-  two  or  three  cases  on  record  in  which  the 
lows  the  carles  which  commences  primarilT  consequence  was  the  sudden  giving  way  of 
in  the  hodies  of  the  Tertehne  than  that  which  that  process,  which,  allowing  the  head  to 
oommenoes  in  the  ligamentous  tissue.  The  ftdl  forward,  the  medulla  oblongata,  or  re- 
extent  to  which  caries  will  go  on  in  the  spiratory  centre,  was  crushed,  and  instant 
latter  case,  frithout  the  formation  of  matter,  death  followed.  Sometimes,  fortunately  for 
is  quite  eztfuordinary.  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  the  patient,  the  inflammatory  action  leads 
says:  "  I  have  known  as  many  as  three  to  a  more  fa?ourable  result  in  the  anchylosis 
bodies  of  Tertebr«  destroyed,  imd  the  dis-  of  the  two  bones,  as  yon  see  in  this  prepa- 
ease  to  hare  lasted  many  years,   without  ration. 

matter  having  been  formed;  a  fortunate  Progmotit,  —  It  is  extremely  necessary 
circumstance  for  the  patient,  as  the  chance  that  you  should  be  very  cautious  in  your 
for  his  reooTery  is  much  greater  under  these  prognosis  regarding  the  termination  of  all 
than  it  would   have  been  under  opposite  cases  of  caries.    Your  best  guide,  in  regard 
circumstsnoea.      It    does  not  follow  that  to  prognosis,  in  those  cases  in  which  l^ere 
because  no  abscess  appears  that  therefore  has  been  angular  curvature,  is  to  ascertain 
none  exists,  for  tiiey  will  lie  dormant  some-  whether  anchylosis  has  taken  place  or  not ;' 
times  for  yean.'*    Hie  same  surgeon  relates  for  if  true  angular  curvature  has  once  ex- 
two  cases,  in  one  of  which  there  was  disease  isted,  it  must  have  been  caused  by  the  ab- 
of  the  loins,  and  an  abscess  presented  itself  sorption  of  the  bodies  of  one  or  more  of  the 
in  the  groin  at  the  end  of  eight  years;  and  in  vertebrae;    and  the  substitution  for  such 
another,  in  which  the  disease  was  situated  in  deficiency,  experience  teaches,  is  the  solder- 
tfae  donal  vertebra,  the  interval  was  sixteen  ing  together,  by  bony,  deposit,  the  healthy 
years.  bones  above  and  below  the  seat  of   the 

The  course  which  the  pus  takes  towards  the  original  disease.    This,  of  course,  produces 

skin,  alterit8secretion,varies very considerbly.  unnatural,  though,  under  the  circumstances. 

Sometimes  it  presents  on  the  sides  of  the  ver-  providential  rigidity  of  a  portion    of  the 

tdme  posteriorly,  as  in  the  case  from  which  column.     Since  the  commencement  of  this 

tills  cast  was  taken.    The  subject  of  it  you  session  you  have  seen  two  or  three  cases  of 

saw  on  Wednesday  among  the  out-patients,  anchyloeed  angular  curvature  of  the  spine : 

Sometimes,  I  think  most  frequently,  it  fol-  they  have  not  been  retained  in  the  house, 

hma  the  course  of  the  psoas  and  iliacus  mus-  because  surgery  could  not  rectify  the  exist- 

des  towards  the  groin,  when  it  presents  itself  ing  deformity,  which  our  knowledge  of  the 

aa  a  firm  elastic  swelling,  not  unlike  an  adi-  pathology  of  these  cases  teaches  us  it  would 

pose  tumor ;  for  the  fluctuation  b  very  indis-  be  madness  to  attempt, 

tinct,  in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  loose  You  may,  therefore,  as  a  general  rule, 

adipose  tissue  in  this  situation,  and  the  firm  feel  satisfied  that  you  have  effected  a  cure  if 

aponeurotic  covering  it  receives  from  the  the  patient  is  completely  relieved  of  the  pain 

iUac  fosda.  in  his  back,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the 

As  these  remarks  have  led  me  to  the  posterior  projection  is  less,  the  rigidity  of 

subject  of  psoas  abscesses,  it  may  be  well  the  column  in  that  situation  is  unnatural  and 

to  observe,  that   you  must   not    consider  complete. 

these  abscesses  ss  invariably  the  result  of  With  regard  to  the  length  of  time  required 

diseased  vertebrc.    We  had  a  case  in  Wil-  to  effect  anchylosis,  it  is  extremely  difficult 

fiam'a  vrard  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  which  there  to  state  it.      One  of  our  best  authorities 

vras  an  extensive  collection  of  matter  in  the  oonsiden  that  it  is  seldom  effected  under 

iliac  fossa  produced  by  inflammation  of  the  six  months,  and  that  most  frequently  it  is 

lumbar  and  iliac  ftsda,  excited  by  cold  and  necessary  to  retain  your  patient  in  the  re« 

wet.     As  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  have  cumbent  posture  a  year,  or  a  year  and  a 

similar  cases  sgain  in  the  hospital,  I  shall  half. 

not  now  detain  you  on  this  branch  of  the  When  caries  occurs  in  the  lumbar  ver- 

snbject.  tebra,  the  disease  will  often  go  on  to  the 

Incaiies  of  the  cervical  portion  of  the  spine,  formation  of  abscess  without  any  deformity 

irfaen  pus  is  secreted,  it  will  find  its  way  in  va-  of  the  spine,  for  the  bodies  of  the  lumbaur 

nous  directions  between  the  muscles  of  the  vertebrae  are  so  wide  and  large  in  every  direc- 

neck.    It  has  been  known  to  burst  into  the  tlon,  that  the  absorption  is  seldom  sufficient 

pharynx.    Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  states  that  he  to  cause  them  to  fall  forwards. 

has  seen  one  case  in  which  it  burst  into  You  will  remember  a  man  in  William's 

the  theca  vertebralis,  and  the  whole  cord,  ward,  who  had  been  a  patient  in  the  house 

from  its  origin  to  its  termination,  was.  bathed  for  nearly  twelve  months,  with  lumbar  ab- 

in  pus.  scess,  which  burst  posteriorly.    Now  there 

Hie  most  serious  cases  of  caries  of  the  was  no  deformity  of  the  spine  in  this  case, 

cervical  vertebrK  are  those  in  which  the  but  there  was  great  tenderness  over    the 

odontoid  process  of  the  second  vertebra  has  spinous  processes  of  the  third  and  fourth 

been  the  seat  of  the  ulceration.    There  are  lumbar  vertebrae ;    and  I  am  inclined  to 
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regard  it  as  a  case  of  caries  of  these  vertebre.  to  promote  the  farther  action  of  the  absor- 

I  am  supported  in  such  a  suppostdon  from  bents.     One  word  npon  local  treatment,  and 

the  extreme  rarity  of  lombar  abscess  inde-  then  I  will  read  the  case  I  have  adverted  to. 

pendent  of  caries  of  the  spine.     From  the  Tlie  best  counter  •irritant  is  the  oldest,  that 

greater  length  of  the  spinous  processes  in  which  wa3  first  recommended  by  Mr.  Pbtt,  I 

the  dorsal  region,  and  the  comparatively  mean  the  moza.   Yon  should  not  make  them 

small  size  of  their  bodies,  you  will  readily  very  laige ;  about  the  size  of  a  shilling  is  the 

understand  that  a  much  smaller  amount  of  best :  never  make  more  than  one  at  a  time : 

mischief  to  the  bodies  would  necessarily  even  if  you  intend,  and  it  is  generally  neces- 

produce  considerable  angular  curvature.  sary,  to  have  two,  donot  keep  them  open  more 

Dreaiment,—  In  all  cases  of  angular  our-  than  three  weeks  or  a  month ;  heal  them,  and 

vature  entire  rest  is  absolutely  necessary ;  make  fresh  ones  in  the  neighbourhood.   In 

and  this  must  be  continued  for  some  time ;  very  young  children,  as  in  this  case  before 

seldom  less  than  four  or  five  months,  and  you,  I  find  tiie  tincture  of  iodine  extremely 

often  for  a  year,  or  a  year  and  a  half.    The  efiieacious,  and  less    exhausting  than   tiie 

exact  position  in  bed  must  vary  with  dr-  moxa.    This  child,  Henry  Warden,  was  a 

cumstances  :  as  a  general  rule,  that  which  is  year  and  a  half  old  when  he  was  brought  to 

easiest  to  the  patient  is  the  best ;  and  the  me  about  three  months  ago :  he  then  had 

lateral  position  will  frequently  be  found  so,  angular  curvature  about  the  sixth  dorsid 

taking  care  to  support  the  back  with  pillows  vertebra,  and  his  general  appearance  was  so 

that  are  fixed  so    that    they    cannot    be  wretdied,  from  emaciation  and  pallor,  that  I 

pushed  away.     In  other  cases  it  has  been  never  anticipated  any  favourable    results, 

found  deso*ab]e  to  place  the  patient  on  his  But  you  now  see  the  child  a  healthy,  ruddy, 

face ;  and  there  is  a  very  good  convex  bed  plump  little  fellow.  The  treatment  has  been 

for  that  purpose  contrived,  over  which  the  simple-'-attention  to  the  bowels,  the  admi- 

patlent  lies.  nistration  of  the  tincture  cinchona  internally. 

In  determining  the  position  in  which  yon  and  the  tincture  of  iodine  to  the  back, 

place  the  patient,  you  mustalwa]r*  remember  Rebecca  Young,  let.  21,  fair  complexion, 

that  you  must  not  attempt  to  correct  the  blue  eyes,  rather  strumous  appearance,  was 

deformity  :  that  the  maintenance  of  the  curve,  admitted  into  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  in  a 

and  not  its  obliteration,  is  the  thing  to  be  state    of  complete  paraplegia.       She  had 

sought  for.  neither  feeling  or  motion  below  the  sixth 

You  must  be  guided  in  your  choice  of  dorsal  vertebra,  which  projects^  posteriorly, 

medicines  by  the  fact  of  whether  the  disease  and  is  very  tender  on  pressure.     Parents 

appeara  to  be  strictly  the  consequence  of  a  healthy  ;  live  at  Felstead  in  Essex  ;  believes 

scrofulous  diathesis,  or  of  local  inquiry —  it  to  be  a  damp  situation  in  winter.     She 

whether  it  is  accompanied  with  paralysis  or  cannot  account  for  the  disease  ;  has  always 

not.     If  you  have  a  scrofulous  diathesis  to  liTedwell,  never  carried  heavy  weights,  or  has 

contend  witli,  you  must  avoid  mercury,  and  she  been  in  the  habit  of  carrying  children, 

give  the  various  forms  of  iodine  in  combina-  She  thinks  that  it  must  have  been  coming  on 

tion  with  sarsaporiHa,  and  when  these  dis-  for  about  five  years,  as  she  constantly  suffered 

agree  with  the  stomach  vary  them  with  qui-  from  pain  in  her  back ;  on  one  occasion  she 

nine,  steel,  &c.     In  some  cases,  but  they  are  felt  a  *'  crick**  in  her  back,  and  from  that 

rare,  there  is  sufficient  indication  of  infiam-  time  got  gradually  worse,  and  she  was  quite 

matory  action  following  local  injury  to  jus-  paralysed  about  Six  weeks  previous  to  her 

tify  you  in  the  use  of  mercury  in  smtdl  doses,  admission,  which  took  place  on  the  23d  of 

In  cases  of  paralysis  you  cannot  often  get  March,  1841. 

on  without  it,  but|your  doses  must  besmidl ;  When  I  saw  her  on  the  26tb,  I  ordered 

such  as  a  grain  or  two  at  the  most  of  hydrar.  her  a  pui^e  of  col.  c.  jalap ;  which  brought 

c.   creta  at  bed-time.      This  mineral  you  away  some  solid  and  scybalous  fseces.    This 

give  with  the  view  of  promoting  absorp-  required  to  be  repeated  frequently,  and  had 

tion  of  that  which  is  pressing  on  the  oonl,  the  effect  of  removing  enormou9  masses  of 

and    producing  paralysis.     The   following  feculent  matter. 

case  will  illustrate   the  efficacy  of  these  As  soon  as  the  bowels  were  thoro^glily 

measures,    and    teach    you   never    to    be  evacuated,  I  ordered  her  a  moxa  on  each  sidJe 

discouraged  in  your  treatment,  though  the  of  the  sixth  dor«il  vetebra,  the  situation  of 

recovery  may  proceed  extremely  slow,  and  the  angular  curvature.      On  the  19th  of 

sometimes  even  appear  to  stand  still  for  a  April,  I  ordered  two  grains  of  iodine,  to  be 

period  altogether.     When  you  have  pushed  taken  three  times,  with  the  hope  of  promot- 

the  use  of  mercury  even  in  these  small  doses  ing  absoq)tiott  of  the  deposit,  which  by  its 

as  far  as  you  consider  consbtent  with  the  pressure  was  producing  the  paralysis.     I 

general  strength  of  the  patient,  which  niust  was  afraid  that  her  constitutional  powere 

of  course  always  be  strictly  watched,  you  may  would  not  be  able  to  bear  the  eflects  of  nier- 

then  prescribe  iodine  in  doses  commencing  cury,  which  was  contra-indicated  by  her  scro- 

with  half  a  grain,  and  gomg  up  to  two  grains,  fulous  diathesis.  On  the  22d,  I  increased  it  to 
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three  grains ;  May  the  3d,  to  three  and  a  so  that  when  she  is  standing,  there  is  not 

half;  and  on  the  14  th  of  Jane,   to  four  any  Tery  marked  deformity,  and  she  main, 

grains.    Daring  this  time  there  were  gradual  tains  the  erect  position  very  well :  her  stature 

symptoms  of  improvement,  which  encouraged  is  shortened,  but  not  bent  forwards, 
me  to  persist.  And  it  was  iuterestiifg  to  ob-        Remark: — ^This    case   is  interesting  in 

serve  the  way  in  which  the  healthy  state  was  many  points :  first,  as  regards  the  nerrons 

gradually  arrived  at :  first  there  were  slight  system,   it   shews    that  though  the  scro- 

crampy  feelings  in  the  Umbs ;  next  twitching  fnlous  disease  of  the  bodies  of  the  Tcrte- 

and  catching ;  and  afterwards,  decided  con*  bra,  which  osnsed  an  angular  curvature  that 

▼olsive  involuntary  movements.  must  ever  remain,  had  so  far  encroached  on 

On  the  21  St  June  another  moza  was  ap-  the  spinal  canal  as  to  press  upon  the  spinal 

plied  a  little  lower  down  the  spine.     On  tlie  cord  and  obliterate  its  functions  entirely  for 

26th  1  ordered  her  meat  daily,  instead  of  ahnosttwomonths,that,  nevertheless,  it  still 

the  usual  house  allowance,  which  is  meat  retained  its  integri^,  and  recovered  its  func- 

four  times  a  week.  tion,  when  that  pressure  wss  removed.     It 

On  the  30tli  another  moza :  during  this  was  to  promote  this  result  that  I  ordered 

period  the  bowels  continued  very  sluggish,  the  iodine ;  which  I  preferred  to  mercury  in 

and  she  required  repeated  doses  of  castor  oil.  the  first  instance,  for  reasons  stated  above. 

Sqpt.  30th. — Some  slight  power  of  raising  The  moza,  I  believe,  bad  the  effect  of  assist- 

her  Iqgs,  but  still  very  imperfect,  and  scaroAy  ing  this  result, 
any  improvement  in  sensation.  It  woold  also  appear  that  the  strychnine 

Mr.  Tjrrrell  now  thought  it  a^ood  case  for  had  some  effect  hi  restoring  the  natural 

trying  strychnine,  and  ordered  her  the  12th  functions  of  the  posterior  column,  more  es« 

of  a  gnun  three  times  a  day  :  thus,  Strich-  pecislly  after  the  pressure  had  been  removed, 

nine,  gr.  i. ;   Tlnct.  Anrant.  ^vba,  ;  sumat*  but  st^  it  did  not  efiiect  a  complete  cure, 

coefal.  min.  j.  ter  die.  This  I  believe  was  ultimately  accomplished 

Nov.  1st. — Thb  wss  increased  to  the  8th  through  the  sgency  of  minute  doses  of  the 
of  a  grain:  under  thismedidne  she  decidedly  Hydr.  c.  Crete,  continued  for  some  time, 
pn^gressed,  and  recovered  some  sensation  :  which  I  then  no  longer  feared  to  administer, 
at  £vt  she  ezperienced  shooting  pains  down  as  the  disease  of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae 
the  leg,  like  what  is  vulgarly  called  pins  and  was  evidently  arrested,  and  her  general  health 
needles ;  after  a  little  while  she  suffered  more  very  much  improved, 
dedded  pains,  and  as  these  subsided  she  You  will  now,  I  trust,  thoroughly  under- 
began  to  feel  the  touch  of  the  finger  bluntly  stand  the  pathology  of  the  case  of  Wil- 
at  first,  but  more  acutely  afterwards.  liam  Dickerson,  and  the  principles  of  treat- 
Dee.  6th- — ^The  strychnine  now  began  to  ment  which  have  been  pursued.  So  far  they 
act  too  powerfully,  prtNlucing  general  convnl-  have  been  successful,  but  anchylosis  has  not 
sive  twitchingf  uid  it  was  therefore  abon-  yet  taken  place,  and  our  great  difBculty  will 
doned.  be  to  persuade  him  to  keep  the  recumbent 

Feb.  24th,  1842. — ^As  she  seemed  a  good  posture,  now  that  he  is  free  from  pain,  until 

deal  depressed,  and  her  general  power  rather  it  is  accomplished. 

failing,  I  ordered  porter  one  pint,  and  a  chop, 

daily.    Her  position  in  bed  for  the  first  three      ,,„^,,^^  ^_  ^-,a«,omTxrri   atittt 
or  four  mJ^  was  on  her  face,  with  very      METHOD  OF  DETECTING  ADUL- 
short  intervals  of  chsnge.  TERATION  IN  THE  EXPRESSED 

Mareh  14th.— I  ordered  her  the  mizture,  ,  qILS  OF  COMMERCE. 

iodine  and  gentian,  ooDtinuing  the  meat,  and  , 

porter.    This  medicine  was  continued  until  ^    ,,    _  .,       ..      ,   _    -^  «/ Cf.H.. 

£ebennningofBiay,whenhergeneralhealth  To  M.  Heidenreich,  pharmacien  of  Stras- 

bavS^uS  improved,  but  not  tiie  condi-  burgh,  it  was  propc^  to  dacide,  whether 

tionrf  the  nervous  system,  on  tiie  26th  of  Uie  adulteration  of  different  oils  could  be  as- 

this  montii  I  ordered  her  Hydr.  c.  Creta,  certained  by  definite  chemical  tests.     It  then 

gr.L  om.  nocte.    FromtiiU  time  her  pro-  became  an  object  of  research  with  hmi  to 

mm,  duHiah  slow,  was  very  decided,  and  on  find  out  some  method  of  proceedmg  which 

die  2dT\agust  she  was  presented,  end  left  would  enable  those  who  ^  "^f  *.««>' f 

the  hosmtal  rfile  to  walk  about  wiUi  tiie  as-  chymical  ezpenmente  to  detect  tiiese  adul- 

astanoe  of  a  stick,  with  perfect  sensation  terations,  by  furnishing  some  accurate  cha- 

and  power  of  controlling  and  directing  tiie  racteristic  test  which  might  be  employed 

motion  of  her  limbs.     Her  spinal  column  witiiout  much  trouble,  or  ^^^^^^^^ 

p^n^  Uia  appearuice  presented  in  the  msnipulation,  and  he  tiierefore  directed  his 

£i^ ;  namc^nsiderible  posterior  sn-  attention  to  tiie  tiiree  fbUowmg  series  of  ez- 

nlar  curvatnre  at  about  the  8th  dorsal  ver-  perimcnts  : —  ,.       ,  .^  ^ 

t^^rSLt  of  which  on  Uie  figure  is        1.  By  obserfnng  the  peeuhar  odour  evohed 

almost  oonnterscted  by  a  full  bowing  for-  by  each  Oil  token  ge^ly  heated. 
waids  of  the  lumbar  region  of  tiie  spine;        For  tins  purpose  he  suggests,  that  a  few 
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drops  only  of  the  oil  under  examination  be  mass  becomes  of  a  dead  brown«red  ooloar 
exposed  for  some  moments,  in  a  small  por-  not  very  intense,  remaining  groen  only  on 
celain  basin,  to  the  flame  of  a  spirit-lamp,     the  edges. 

The  odoar  which  is  erolved  immediately         By  d(^bling  or  tripling  the  expressed  tal 

suggests  that  of  the  plant  or  animal  from  of  black  mustard  seed,  the  tpmaHtw  hf^tgd 

which  it  has  been  obtained :  and  this  tha^  gives  riae  to  sinilai  f^^m,  with  tiie  ^ttit- 

racteristic  is  Taluable  if  observed  in  oonjonc-  tim  tbat  fbe  ocSaar  is  somewhat  lesi  bright. 
tion  with  the  genuine  oil,  and  ftmiishes  ae^        TVain  oil  instantly  asanmes,  when  stirred, 

curate  indicatioDa  of  the  presence  of  linseed  a  lively  brown-red    colour,   which   finally 

and  traiii  oik  in  any  mixture.  passes  into  a  dark  brown  and  violet,  witbont 

2.  J9y  the  action  of  concentrated  Sul-  a  hue  of  green.     If  mixed  with  five  or  six 

pkuric  Acid  on  Oils.  drops  of  add,  the  colour  is  much  more  in- 

By  mixing  a  small  quantity  of  concen-  teuM,  and  the  violet  colour  sooner  appeara. 
trateid  sulphuric  acid  with  some  oil,  (in  the  Seal  oil  assumes  a  yellowiah-grey  colour. 
proportion  of  about  I  or  2  parts  of  the  former  If,  however,  thirty  drops  of  oil  are  taken  in- 
to 100  parts  of  oil,)  very  intense  action  stead  of  ten,  a  colour  slightly  approaching 
immediately  ensues,  the  temperature  in-  to  green-blue  also  appears,  so  that  one  drop 
creases,  and  the  mixture  becomes  coloured.  more  changes  it  into  grey.  On  the  addition 
A  plate  of  white  glass  being  laid  over  a  of  five  or  six  drops  of  acid  it  receives  a  lively 
sheet  of  white  paper,  if  we  place  on  the  former  orange-yellow  tint. 

from  10  to  fifteen  drops  of  oil,  and  then  add        The  oils  from  tltt  olive,  poppy«  sod  sweet 

thereto  one  small  drop  of  sulphuric  acid  of  almonds,  aU  assume  a  yellov^  colour,  more 

66®  =  1-632,  sp.  gr.,  a  colour  will  soon  be  or  less  dingy  or  grey ;  and  by  the  addition  of 

produced  without  stirring,  differing  according  more  acid  the  action  is  rendered  far  more 

to  the  oil  employed.  violent. 

In  the  case  of  rape  oil,  there  will  gradually        If  linseed  oilisstirred  with  the  rod,  as  before 

form  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  drop  of  mentioned,  a  brownish  black  lump  forma, 

sulphuric  acid,  a  greeoish-blue  ring  ;^  whilst  and,  by  adding  five  or  six  drops  of  acid,  the 

towards  the  centre,  where  the  action  is  more  whole  forms  a  resinous,  black,  and  persistent 

violent,  light  yellow-brown  streaks  may  be  mass.     It  is  true  that  all  other  oila  likewise 

observed.  become  plastic  by  the  addition  of  greater  or 

The  expressed  oil  of  black  mustard- seed  smaller  quantity  of  acid  ;  none,  however,  to 

likewise  assumes  a  tinge  of  bluish-green  ;  a  similar  degree,  and  witJi  a  colour  so  black, 

but  the  quantity  of  oil  must,  in  this  case,  be  as  linseed  oil.    The  oil  obtained  from  tallow 

increased  to  25  or  30  drops.  assumes  a  dark  dirty  brown  colour,  which 

In  train  oil,   obtained  from  the  whale  or  does  not  vary  in  tint  by  the  addition  of  more 

stock-fish,  a  very  peculiar  motion  occurs,  acid. 

commencing  at  the  centre  and  extending  to         In  trade  it  seldom  occurs  that  a  better  oQ 

the  outside,  whilst  a  red  colour  b  observed,  is  mixed  with  an  inferior.     Oil  of  cdmonds, 

which  grows  more  and  more  vivid,  until  after  olives,  and  codfish  oil,  will,  therefore,  never 

ten  or  fifteen  minutes,   when  the  margin  be  used  for  adulterating  rape  oil,  but  proba- 

assumes  a  violet  tinge,  which  in  the  course  of  bly  train,  or  perhaps  linseed  oil,  and  some- 

about  two  hours  becomes  uniform  through-  times  poppy  oil.     If  we  are  led,  therefore, 

out  the  mixture.  by  the  odour  to  infer  an  adulteration — ^for 

Olive  oil  instantly  assumes  a  pale  yellow  instance,  by  train  oU,  which  occurs  most 

colour,  which  afterwards  becomes  yellowish*  frequenUy — ^it  is  only  necessary  to  place 

green.  from  ten  to  fifteen  drops  of  rape  oil,  Uie 

In  poppy  oil,  and  that  obtained  from  purity  of  which  is  undoubted,  together  with 

sweet  almonds,  the  colour  approaches  to  that  as  much  train  oil,  and  an  equal  quantity  of 

of  the  greenfinch,  and  afterwards  becomes  of  the  oil  whose  purity  is  suspected,  and  to  add 

a  dead  yellow  hue.  to  each  of  them  a  small  drop  of  sulphuric  add. 

In  linseed  oil  a  drop  of  acid  produces  a  From  the  colour  produced  an  inferenoe  may 

beautiful  dark  brownish  red  web,  which  is  be  drawn  as  to  the  purity  of  the  oil,  and  by 

gradually  converted  into  a  brownish  black.  the  difference  of  tinges  from  the  vivid  red  of 

Tallow  oU  (called  by  the  trade  oleic  add)  the  train  oil,  and  the  bluish  green  of  rape  oil, 

is  rendered  brown.  the  extent  of  adulteration  may  be  asoerUinied. 

If,  instead  of  allowing  the  sulphuric  acid  In  this  manner  I  detected  adulterations  made 

to  act  on  the  oil  undisturbed,  both  fluids  be  with  half  the  quantity  of  an  inferior  oil ; 

stirred  up  with  a  glass  rod  after  adding  the  and  the  areometer  bore  farther  testimony  to 

drop  of  sulphuric  acid,  the  phenomena  men-  the  precision  of  my  observations, 
tioned  appear  in  different  order.  In  undertaking  an  experiment,  the  com* 

Rape  oil  then  assumes  a  uniform  brown  menoement  of   the  reaction    must  be  an- 

colour,  without  a  tinge  of  red  *,  and  if,  in-  curately    observed,    with   the    several  oils 

stead  of  one  drop  of  acid,  five  or  six  are  placed  beside  each  other  ;  for  the  coloura, 

added,  and  mixed  with  the  oil,  the  whole  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour  has  elapsed,  are 
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leis  distinct,  and  the  mixture  ahould,  for  the  I  did  not  examine  the  sores,  wliich  were 

purpose  of  attaining  to  greater  certainty  in  reported  to  be  red  and  inflamed.    The  pa- 

the  first  experiment,  be  left  nndisturbed ;  in  tient  died  in  the  evening, 

a  second  stirred  with  a  glass  rod.     It  is  I  suspected  that  some  injurious  remedy 

likewise  necessary  to  avoid  employing  more  had  been  administered,  not  being  able  to 

than  one  drop  of  the  add  to  ten  drops  of  oil,  explain  otherwise  the  appearances  of  such 

since  otherwise  the  reaction  which  ensues  is  serious  symptoms  which  had  no  connexion 

too  violent.  with  the  previous  disease ;  but  the  relations 

If  the  presence  of  linseed  oil  be  suspected  of  the  deceased  gave  negative  answers  to  all 

in  train  oil,  this  will  be  discovered,  if  the  my  questions  asked  with  this  view,  and  I 

mass  is  left  undisturbed,  by  a  rather  intense  did  not  push  my  inquiries  farther, 

brownish  red  colour ;   if  disturbed,  by   a  Cask  II. — A  week  after  the  termination 

brownish  black  colour.     Ihe  intensity  of  of  the  previous  case,  a  young  girl,  to  whose 

the  latter  is  increased  by  the  increased  ad-  thigh  I  had  ordered  a  blister  to  be  applied, 

dition  of  acid,  and  also  the  consistence  of  to  relieve  a  headache,  arising  from  amenor- 

the  moisture.  rhcea,  put  a  compress  covered  with  cerate 

The  adulteration  by  poppy  oil  is  seldom  on  the  sore.    She  soon  felt  extreme  pcfaiy 

met  with  in  commercial  rape  oil,  because  it  which  obliged  her  to  take  off  the  dressing. 

Is  commonly  much  dearer  than  the  latter,  and  I  was  sent  for.    The  girl  complained  of 

In  the  present  year,  however,  the  reverse  was  intolerable  thirst,  of  nansea,  and  of  pain  in 

the  case,  and  rape  oil  was  found  to  have  been  the  epigastrium.    Her  tongue  was  red ;  the 

adulterated  with  poppy  oil.     In  this  case  the  sore  of  the  thigh  was  inflamed,  and  bled  a 

colour  produced  is  of  a  very  slight  bluish  little.    Then  were  jerking  movements  in 

green,  approaching  somewhat  to  yellow,  but  the  ttmbf. 

sufficiently  distinct  to  admit  of  an  inference  I  prescribed  a  soothing  potion,  a  iUane^ 

bong  drawn,  as  to  the  adulteration,  with  cnemata,  fomentations  with  mallow  water, 

perfect  certainty.      In  such  cases  the  speei*  and  a  bath ;  and  the  patient  was  cured  in  a 

fie  gravity  of  both  oils  must  be  received  as  few  days, 

the  sole'criterion  for  identifying  them.  The  relations  considered  the  application  of 

It  has  been  reported  that  teilow  oil  has  the  cerate  to  the  sore  as  thecause  of  the  symp- 

several    times  been  mixed    at  Paris  with  toms.  I  examined  the  remedy  in  order  to  sa- 

rapeseed  oil:   besides  the  brownish  colour  tisfythem.  It  was  white,  unctuous  to  the  touch, 

produced  by    sulphuric  acid,   the  tallowy  and,  in  short,  of  normal  appearance.     Still  I 

smell,  the  brown  colour,  the  acid  reaction,  immediately  recollected  that  in  the  first  case, 

and  last,    altiKmgh  not  least,   its  density,  the  serious  symptoms,  which  were  the  fore- 

which  is  less  than  any  other  of  the  fixed  oils,  runners  of  death,  resembled  those  of  the 

are  such   decisive   characteristics,   that  we  girl,  and  had  also  appeared  soon  after  the 

mutft  be  blind  indeed  if  we  do  not  instantly  application  of  compresses  covered  with  ce- 

diwover  this  fraud.— .^na^  of  Chymiatry  rate  to  the  sores  of  Her  armi     I  also  recol- 

and  Praeiieal  Pharmacy,  lected  that  a  short  time  before,  a  mother 

had  complained  that  a  cerate  which  she  had 

^ .  «««  ^«  n^TcrkXTTxrri  applied  to  her  child  had  increased  the  ex- 

CASES  OP  POISONING  ^ting  disease,  which  was  an  inflammation 

WITH  cc&ATB  MADB  WITH  ARSSNicATED  of  the  alsB  of  the  uosc.     Ou  inquiry,  I  found 

CANDLBt.  ^'^^  ^^  ^  cerate  used  in  the  three  cases 

„    _      _,                 *  T  •    •        /  A  •    \  '^"^  come  firom  the  same  house ;   and  se- 

Bt  D».  EwiABD,  of  Jujuncux  (Am.)  fondly,    (which    exphdned  the  symptoms 

produced)  that  it  had  been  made  with  can- 

Casb  I. — ^A  man«  aged  53,  was  recovering  die-ends  at  1  fr.  60  cent,  (sixteenpenoe)  per 
firom  pnenmoofii,  whtek  bad  been  success-  pound ;  these  candles  being  of  a  new  kind, 
lUly  treated  by  repeated  bleedings,  when,  in  the  msnufbctnre  of  which  arsenic  is  used, 
on  my  recommiendation,  compresses  covered  I  regret  that  these  cases  have  not  been 
with  cerate  were  applied  to  the  sores  pro-  made  more  valuable  by  a  chemical  examina- 
dooed  on  both  arms  by  the  application  of  tion  of  the  cerate  used.  Still  they  show,  I 
Misters.  think,  the  necessity  cX  enlightening  the  pub- 
Very  early  the  next  morning  I  was  called  lie  concerning  the  composition  of  those  can- 
to the  patient,  whom  I  found  in  an  alarming  dies  ;  for  in  almost  every  village  there  is  a 
state.  His  loins  were  painfol ;  his  tongue  small  pharmacie  kept  by  pious  ladies,  or  by 
red,  dry,  and  cracked ;  his  thirst  was  insup-  nuns,  who  otUn  make  cerate  with  the  ends 
poitabie  ;  and  he  suffered  from  gripingt  of  candles  whidi  have  been  used  in  the 
not  followed  by  stools.  I  observed  invo-  church  of  the  place ;  and  candlea  made  of 
luntary  contractions  in  the  mnsdes  of  the  tallow  bleached  and  hardened  by  arsenic  are 
lower  limbs  and  of  the  back  ;  the  pulse  was  binning  to  be  employed  in  churches.-* 
small.  Irregular,  and  frequent.  The  patient  Oazeite  M6dicale,  Nov.  5, 1842. 
had  headache.  *— ^ 
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METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ON  THE 

USE  OF  THE  NITRATE  OF  SILVER 

IN  SUBSTANCE. 


To  the  Editor  qf  t?ie  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
In  cases  of  intoleranoe  of  light,  with  in- 
flammation, or  a  granular  state  of  the  con- 
junctiva, ulceration  or  opacity  of  the  cornea, 
and  other  affiectionB  of  the  eje,  besides  the 
appropriate  constitutional  treatment,  I  have 
been  for  years  in  the  habit  of  lightly  apply, 
ing,  with  the  greatest  benefit,  the  nitrate  of 
silver  in  subAtaiice,  externally,  to  the  lids, 
with  the  view  of  allaying  the  morbid  suscep- 
tibility  of  that  portion  of  the  fifth  pair  of 
nerves  supplying  these  parts.  Even  in 
intolerance  of  light,  where  other  stmctores 
are  involved,  sometimes  considerable  benefit 
is  ejqierienced  by  this  harmless  and  simple 
treatment.  1  am  induced  thus  briefly  and 
pnblic!y  to  announce  the  fact,  from  reading 
a  paper  by  Dr.  Hopken  entitled,  **  A  New 
and  Improved  Phm,"  &c.  &c.  Now  as  Dr. 
Hocken  has,  with  other  pupils,  been  in  the 
habit  of  seeing  my  practice  at  the  out-pa- 
tients' room  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
I  think  it  only  justice  to  myself  to  state, 
that  this  treatment  has  been  there  success- 
fully employed,  not  only  in  "  alight  ophthal- 
mic affections,"  but  in  many  severe  ailments, 
and  although  decidedly  an  "  improved  plan," 
it  is  certainly  not  "new"  either  to  my 
pupils,  or  to  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Wormald. 
Bedford  Row,  Nov,  ag,  1842, 

IMPROVED  METHOD  OF  ADMINIS- 
TERING COD  LIVER  OIL. 

Dm.  Urb  fias  suggested  the  adoption  of  cod 
livers  as  a  diet  for  patients  who  are  recom- 
mended to  take  the  oil.  In  order  to  pre- 
vent the  loss  of  oil  during  the  process  of 
cooking,  he  recommends  the  livers  to  be  im- 
mersed entire  in  boiling  water,  to  which  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  salt  has  been  added  to 
raise  the  boiling  point  to  about  220^  Fahr. 
Tlie  sudden  application  of  this  high  tem- 
perature coagulates  the  albumen  of  the  liver, 
and  prevents  the  escape  of  the  oil.  When 
the  liver  is  cut,  the  oil  exudes,  and  mashed 
potatoe  may  be  used  as  a  vehicle.  Dr.  Ure 
informs  us,  that  having  been  advised  to  take 
cod  liver  oil,  he  found  the  nauseous  flavour 
very  objectionable,  until  he  contrived  the 
above  plan,  which  he  finds  to  answer  ex- 
tremely well.— PAarmocfti/ica/  Journal. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  or  ORNTLSMSN  APMXTTXD  MBMBSR8. 

IMday,  November  25,  1842. 

F.  H.  Woodfbrde.— J.  Dowling.— H.  Aylward. 
-S.S.  Smith.— J.  J.  Gray.— C.  J.  Newstead.— 
A.  ColUnson.— J.  liahooy. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  or  OBirrLBMBN  WHO  HAVB  RBCBfVKI> 
CBRTIFICATBS. 

Thursday^  Kovemier  24,  1842. 

B.  G.   Coombe,  Newcastle,   Staffordshire. — 
R.  Palmer,  Letecomb  llegis,  llerkshire. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  finom  aR 
causes  registered  in  tlie  week  ending 
Saturday,  November  19, 1842. 

Small  Fox 7 

Measles  tO 

Scarlatina  W 

Hooping  Cough  S8 

Croup  6 

Thrush    S 

DiarrhoBa    S 

Dysentery  1 

Cholera    0 

Influenza 4 

Typhus    18 

Erysipelas 7 

Syphras  I 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Bndn,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  141 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    2BS 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  21 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  otiier 

Organs  of  Digestion    ^ U 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 6 

Childbed II 

Ovarian  Dropsy  O 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c S 

Rheumatism I 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 4 

Ulcer   0 

Fistula  0 

DisessesofSkin,  ftc 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 105 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 79 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe-  fT 

ranee  ID 

Causes  not  specified  S 

Deaths  (h)m  all  Causes 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51<>  37'  Z2"N. 
Longitude  QP  3'  51"  W,  of  Greenwich. 


November. 

Tbrbmohktsr. 

fiABOMBTKa. 

Wednesday  SS 

fhmi  28  to  43 

29*42  to  29-25 

Thursday  .  34 

S2      48 

28-85        28*89 

FWday ...  25 

38      44 

28-89        28-85 

Saturday  .  20 

36      47 

29*02        29*19 

Sunday  .  .  27 

29      47 

29-29       39-18 

Monday  .  .  28 

41       AS 

28-93        29*14 

Tuesday    .  29 

38      49 

29-49        29-SO 

Wind.  S.W.,  S.,  and  S.B.    Except^  the  25th, 
generally  cloudy,  with  frequent  rain. 
Rain  fSdlen,  -995  of  an  inch. 

Cbaulbs  Henry  Adams. 

NOTICE. 

We  regret  that  vre  camiot  make  room  for 
Dr.  Aldis's  paper. 

WiLsoM  8i  OoiLVT,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  9,  1842. 


LE  CT  U  R  B8  of  the  utenis,  and  no  part  of  it  extended  into 

the  cervix.    The  part  of  the  cavity  to  which 

ON  THS  1^  adhered  was  included  between  two  parcel 

THEORY    AND    PRACTICE    OF  Unes,  drawn,  the  one  transreraely  across  the 

MIDWIFERY,  uterus  at  the  distance  of  half  an  inch  be- 

,  low  the  entry  of  the   fallopian  tubes,  the 

Deliveredin  the  Theatre  (if  Si,  George  e  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  inches  distance  from  the  os 

Hospital,  tincse  ?  consequently,  the  ovum  was  situated 

By  Robert  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S,  altogether  below  the  entry  of  the  faUopian 

tubes,  and  was  unattached  both  at  its  upper 

and  lower  part,  leaving  a  free  space  or  canal 

LseTUBB  IX.  be.tween  it  and  the  os  tincse,  corresponding 

On  ike  Formaiion  and  Structure  of  the  De-  to  the  rfiope  of  the  elongated  cervix,  and  a 

eidua  Reflexa,  and  the  Purposes  eerved  much  krger  cavity,  which  was  the  decidual 

6u  the  Decidual  Cavity  in  the  Human  canity,  between  the  upper  part  of  the  ovum 

Qff^pg^  and  the  fundus  uteri.     Intervening  between 

the  sopenor  and  unattached  surface  of  the 
Ok  the  10th  of  March,  1832,  a  young  ovum  and  fundus  uteri  was  a  broad  cavity,' 
'woman,  who  was  in  the  second  month  of  measuring  three  inches  in  the  lateral,  and 
pregnancy,  poisoned^herself  with  oxalic  acid,  qi^^  and  a  half  in  the  antero-posterior  dia- 
The  uterus  had  acquired  double  the  size  meter,  and  which  appeared  at  first  only  a 
ivfaichitusnally  exhibits  in  the  unimpregnated  f^^  lines  in  depth,  but  on  further  inspection 
state.  It  was  five  inches  long,  three  and  a  '^^^g  ascertained  to  be  nearly  two  inches  in 
hBlf  in  the  greatest  lateral  direction,  and  two  depth.  The  upper  concave  surface  of  the 
inches  in  the  antero-posterior  diameter.  A  cavity  formed  by  the  deddua  lining  the  fun- 
longitudinal  incision  was  carried  down  the  dug  uteri,  or  uterine  decidua,  was  irregular, 
imddle  of  de  posterior  surface,  crossed  by  a  gQd  slightly  reticulated.  The  inferior  con- 
transverse  one  parallel  to  the  entry  of  the  vex  surface  formed  by  the  decidua  covering 
fallopian  tubes.  The  thickness  of  the  parietes  the  villi  of  the  chorion ,  or  decidua  refiexa,  was 
of  the  uterus,  though  greater  than  in  the  perfectly  smooth,  resembling  somewhat  the 
unioapregnated  state,  were  not  proportionate  external  serous  surface  of  the  uterus.  On 
to  the  general  increase  In  the  dimensions  of  examining  this  with  a  magnifier,  numerous 
the  organ :  they  were  four  lines  at  the  fun-  small  elliptical  openings  were  seer,  in  every 
dua,  and  six  lines  at  the  cervix,  gradually  part  of  the  membrane.  Into  this  large  ca- 
tncreasing  towards  that  part :  the  chief  dif-  vity,  between  the  decidua  refiexa  and  the 
ference  was  observable  in  the  already  enlarged  decidua  vera,  the  fallopian  tubes  opened  by 
eixe  of  the  uterine  venous  sinuses.  The  palpable  orifices ;  that  on  the  left  side,  by 
decidaous  membrane,  which  closely  adhered  which  the  ovum  had  entered  the  uterus, 
to  the  inner  surface  of  the  utenis,  was  then  being  rather  more  than  a  line  in  diameter ; 
Und  open  by  two  indsions  parallel  with  the  that  in  the  right  rather  less.  The  cavity 
longitudinal  and  transverse  incisions  pre-  thus  formed  between  the  decidua  lining  the 
viooaly  made  in  the  parietes  of  the  uterus,  fundus  uteri,  and  the  decidua  covering  the 
Tlie  cavity  of  the  uterus  being  exposed,  the  upper  and  unattached  portion  of  the  ovum, 
ovntn,  about  the  size  of  a  puUet's  egg,  came  or  deddua  refiexa,  was  filled  with  a  red- 
into  Tiew,  and  was  observed  to  be  situated  coloured  serous  fluid.  The  ovum  was  next 
towards  the  lower  part  of  the  uterus.  It  laid  open  by  an  incision  through  the  chorion 
lodged  entirely  in  the  cavity  of  the  body  parallel  with  the  longitudinal  indsion  of  the 
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uterus,  aod  the  amnion  enclosing  the  embryo  and  that  the  deridoal  cavity  is  situated  at  the 
was  brought  into  view.    The  placenta  was  fundus  of  the  uterus.    If  the  statements  of 
situated  principally  over  the  cervix  and  pos-  the  authors  above  alluded  to,  and  the  gene- 
tenor  part  of  the  uterus,  and  the  decidua,  rally  received  opinions  respecting  the  forma- 
closely  adhering  to  the  placenta,  passed  across  tion  of  the  decidua  refleza,  were  well  founded, 
the  upper  part  of  the*  cervix  uteri  in  the  it  would  follow,  that  in  all  cases  the  ovum 
form  of  a  thick  reticular  membrane.    The  would  attach  itself  to  the  uterus  by  the 
decidua  was  then  observed  to  extend  upvrard  placenta,  either  directly  over  the  edges  of  the 
between  the  uterus  and  chorion,  everywhere  fallopian  tubes,  through  which  it  had  de* 
firmly  connecting  these  together  as  high  as  soended,  or  to  its  immediate  vicinity,  and 
the  entrance  of  the  fallopian  tubes.     From  that  the  deciduous  membrane  would  never 
this  point  the    deciduous   membrane    was  be  found  interposed  between  the  uterus  and 
spread  out  in  two  different  directions — viz.  placenta,   as  it  invariably  is.      The  £icts 
over  the  upper  convex  and  unattached  sur-  which  have  now  been  adduced,   and  wiU 
face  of  the  ovum  to  form  the  decidua  reflexa,  hereafter  be  stated,  demonstrate  that  the 
and  over  the  whole  concave  surface  of  the  fallopian  tubes  are  open  in  the  early  months 
fundus  uteri  to  form  the  uterine  decidua.  of  gestation,  that  the  ovum  may  attach  itself. 
Between  these  membranes  was  the  decidual  by  the  placenta,  to  the  fundus  body,  olr  cervix 
cavity,  into  which  the  fidlopian  tubt^  freely  uteri,   and  that   the  deciduous    membrane 
opened.  forms    neither  a  shut    sac  nor    inorganic 
If  ^ou  examine  this  gravid  uterus  of  two  layer,  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  arrival  of 
months,  you  will  see  the  chorion  and  am-  the  ovum  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,    lliese 
nion  enclosing  the  embryo,   and  umbilical  circumstances  are  also  strictly  in  accordance 
cord,  and  the  placenta,  covered  with  its  de-  with  the  fact,  that  when  the  ovum  can  first 
ddua,  adhering  all  round  to  the  upper  part  be  perceived,  it  lies  loosely  imbedded  in  ti^e 
of  the  neck  of  the  uterus.     You  will  also  soft,  flocculent,  albaniinous  matter  whidi, 
see  clearly  that  the  decidua  reflexa  lies  en-  at  this  period,  coats  the  inner  surface  of  the 
tirely  above  tbe  villi  of  the  chorion,  on  that  uterus,  and  that  this  pulpy  semifluid  matter 
side  of  the  ovum  where  the  placenta  does  not  becomes  gradually  converted  into  those  deli- 
exist,  and  where  the  ovum  is  not  attached  to  cate  organised  membranous  layers  by  which 
the  uterus.     In  all  the  diagrams  from  Dr.  the  attachment  of  the  ovum  to  tbe  uterus  is 
Hunter,   Wagner,    and  other    anatomists,  so  firmly  secured,  and  the  most  important 
which  you  have  seen,  the  placenta  has  in-  function  of  the  ovum  performed  during  the 
variably  been  represented  as  adhering  to  whole  period  of  pregnancy.    The  albuminons 
the  fundus  uteri,  and  the  decidua  reflexa  substance  interpos^  between  the  uterus  and 
has  been  situated  near  the  cervix,  and  ap-  chorion  becomes  the  decidua  uteri,  or  decidua 
pearing    as  if   mechanically   depressed  or  vera,  while  the  albuminous  matter  which 
pushed  down  before  the  chorion  or  ovum,  envelopes  the  unattached  hemisphere  of  the 
But  in  this  preparation  it  is  obvious  that  the  ovum   becomes  the  decidua   reflexa.      To 
decidua  reflexa  could  not  have  been  pushed  whatever  part  of  the  uterus  the  ovum  adheres 
down  before  the  ovum,  because  it  lies  above  by  the  placenta,  its  relation  to  the  dedduous 
or  covers  the  ovum — the  ovum  lies  between  membranes  wiU  be  the  same,  the  uterine 
the  decidua  reflexa  and  the  cervix  uteri —  decidua  forming  the  connecting  membrane 
and  as  the  ovum  enlarged  the  decidua  reflexa  between  the  ovum    and    uterus,   and   the 
must  have  been  forced  upward  to  the  fundus  decidua  reflexa  covering  only  that  part  of 
uteri,  which  was  lined  with  the  decidua  vera,  the  chorion  which  bangs  loose  within  the 
instead  of  downward  to  the  cervix.     The  cavity  of  the  uterus.     Dr.  William  Hunter 
decidual  cavity  is,  you  observe,  at  the  fundus  offered  no  explanation  of  the  manner  in 
uteri,  above  the  ovum,  and  both  fallopian  which  the  decidua  reflexa  is  formed,  and  Dr. 
tubes  open  into    this   cavity  by  palpable  Baillie,  who  completed  his  description  of 
orifices.     Instead  of  being  covered  with  the  the  gravid  uterus  and  its  contents,  says,  that 
uterine  decidua,  this  membrane  passes  into  the  manner  in  which  the  decidua  envelopes 
them,  and  they  are  left  completely  pervious,  the  ovum  has  never  yet  been  observed,  and 
so  that  no  membrane  existed  which  the  ovum  therefore  can  only  be  a  subject  of  conjecture, 
could  mechanically  push  before  it.      I  am  The  most  probable  supposition  is,  that  the 
not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  other  ovum    passes  from  the  ovarium  into  the 
specimen  of  the  gravid  uterus  at  so  early  a  cavity  of  the  uterus,  while  the  ooagulable 
pieriod,  in  which  the  placenta  is  adherent  to  lymph  is  pouring  out  by  the  arteries  of  the 
the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  the  decidna  uterus,  which  is  afterwards  changed  into 
reflexa  is  plaoed  above  the  villi  of  the  chorion,  decidua.     <<One  can  hardly  imagine/'  he 
or  that  part  of  the  ovum  which  is  not  at-  says,  "  that  the  ovum  should  make  its  way 
taehad  to  the  nteras ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  hito  a  membrane  which  is  already  formed, 
doubt  that  in  all  cases  of  placental  presenta-  and,  though  tender,  yet  capable  of  some 
•tion  in  the  early  months,  the  decidua  reflexa  degree  of  resistance, 
completely  invests  the  villi  of  the  chorion,  In  the  following  figure  are  represented 
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ne  tntruM  of  tbe  Wt  bllaplan  lulw  Into  the  d«ii 

itul  nrlly 

d«idu.l' 

dtddni  nleri.  cnting  Ibe  Innfr  .urfKe  of  the  fanduJi 
deddn.l  rtrtty  j  d,  tfie  declduB  nflei.  lying  ibov*  Ihi 

uleh,  and  : 

oblch  li  not  ■lUctHKl  to  the  nuroi,  ind^hich  1)  0 

cenpieJ  hy  1 

dtddui  vin,  or  nleriDc  dccidiu,  puiinjt  doan  belwee 

n  lie  ulci^i 

or  the  ute 

lorn  puiins  ncroi.  the  upper  part  of  the  cervli,  whic 

h  u  not ihu 

■  oriflceof  tb« 


M.  Velpeaa  thialu  that  the  membriDe  the  pnrpoM)  wrved  bf  the  decidual  cavity  io 

which  linea  the  hiodne  uteri  In  thi>  prepan-  theoinm.  Ibdiere  tha  deddail  csvitj  ii  pe- 

tioa  la  DOt  the  decidna  lera,  but  the  roDcoaa  CDUarta  tbe  hunumoTiiin,  aaddoei  noteiiFt 

membrane  or  Ihe  Dtems  altered.     M.  Coetc  at  all  in  the  ora  of  tlie  lower  animal* :  it 

•meral  jear*  ago,  wben  In  Londoa,  before  certajaly  hai  no  eiiitence  in  the  ova  of  aoy 

examining  Ihia  uterns,  had  formed  the  aame  of  Ihe  larger  qoadnipedi. 

opinion.     To  determine  the  point,  it  was  re.  In  1832,  M.  Brescfaet  itated  in  hie  work 

moved  from  tbe  spirit,  and  a  mncb  larger  entitled  "  Etudca  lur  L'Oeuf,"  Sic.  that  thi* 

portion  of  the  decidna  detached   from  the  cavity  always  containg  a  flnid,  which  at  an 

fnndui  of  the  uterui  than   Li  Been  in  thii  early  period  is  colourleu,  mucotia  or  ilightly 

drawing,  and  tbe  comctneaa  of  tbe  deacrip-  albuminona,  and  which  hai  at  a  later  period 

tion  wUch  I  have  given   waa  ao  completely  a  milky  appearance,  and  reaemblea  an  emol-' 

deoionattetcd,  that  he  eiprewed  hlmaelf  prr-  aion,   united  to  a  little  madlage  of  a  faint 

ttetly  convinced  Chat  tbe  decidua  retleia  lay  .rose   colour.     He  aayg  it  mnat  amonnt  to 

above  the  unattached  part  of  tbe  ovntn,  and  levcral  onncea  when  tbe  ovam  baa  reached 

that  tbe  fnndoi  uteri  waa  lined  with  Hie  de-  the  cavity  of  the  aCeraa.  and  at  the  time  tbe 

eiduavera;  thelining  membrane  of  tbe  ateroi  decidna  refleia  begini  to  be  formed  ;  but  bo 

being   distinctly  aecn  after   tbe    geparatian  admiti  he  waa  never  able  to  collect  Ihe  flnid 

of  tbe  decidoa  from  it.     M .  Cofte  admitted  ao    a*    to   have   it   aubmitted    to    chemical 

that  before   eiimining   tbia  preparation  he  analjaii.     This  fluid  he  called  hydroperionp, 

doubled  (be  eiiatenca  of  the  deddna  refleia :  having    previoualy     applied,    withont     the 

■a  some  other  anatomiati  on  the  continent  slighnt  advantage,  tbe  term  fcetal  perioue  to 

have  done.     But  there  ia  another  anbject  of  the  decidna  refleia,  and  uterine  perione  to 

far  greater  importance  than  the  origin  and  tbe  uterine  decidua.  M.  VelpeBa,in  hia  work 

niode  of  formation  of  tbe  decidua  refleia  ;  vii.  on  Embryology  (IS33),  likewiae  atated  that 
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the  decidoal  caTity  contains  a  fluid  which  he  cannot  flow  back  and  pass  through  the 
has  thus  described.  "  Jjb  liqnide  qui  remplit  openings  in  the  placental  decidua  into  the 
sa  cavit^  et  tient  ses  deux  lames  ecartees,  veins  of  the  uterus,  unless  there  exist  two 
parfois  tout  k  fait  limpide,  est  le  plus  or-  currents  of  blood  in  the  cells  of  the  chorioti 
dinairement  ranged tre,  filant,  semblable  k  du  flowing  in  opposite  directions,  which  it  is 
▼erre  fondu,  ou  mieux,  k  du  blanc  d'oeuf.  impossible  to  admit.  The  blood,  therefore, 
Jc  n'ai  point  pens^»  a  le  faire  analyser."  which  fills  the  cells  of  the  chorion,  must 
M*.  Breschet  thinks  that  this  fluid  promotes  pass  by  another  route  into  the  Tenous  sys- 
the  slow  and  regular  dilatation  of  the  uterus,  tern  of  the  uterus  than  by  the  elliptical 
and  protects  the  ovum ;  and  that  it  contri-  openings  in  the  placental  deddua ;  and  it 
butes  to  the  nutrition  of  the  ovum  and  em-  can  only  be  through  the  decidua  reflexa  and 
bryo,  before  the  vessels  of  the  embryo  and  decidual  cavity,  which  I  now  believe  pcr- 
the  vesicnla  umbilicalis  are  formed.  It  is  forms  the  office  of  a  great  venous  sinus, 
diflicult  to  believe  that  the  decidual  cavity,  if  If  yon  examine  the  deddua  reflexa  in  a 
it  exists  at  all  at  this  early  period,  should  be  perfectly  healthy  ovum,  you  will  observe  nu- 
able  to  contain  several  ounces  of  hydrope-  merous  small  oblique  openings,  with  smooth 
none.  edges,  in  the  whole  of  the  membrane,  but 
The  following  facts  seem  to  prove  that  the  in  greatest  number  near  the  margin  of  the 
circulation  of  the  maternal  blood  in  the  placenta,  where  an  angle  is  formed  by  the 
human  ovum  during  the  early  months  is  en-  uterine  decidua  reflexa.  These  openings  in 
tirely  carried  on  by  the  decidual  cavity  and  the  deddua  reflexa  communicate  with  the 
its  walls,  and  by  the  cells  of  the  placenta  and  cells  of  the  chorion,  and  the  cells  of  the 
chorion.  In  a  healthy  recent  ovum  of  six  chorion  with  those  of  the  placenta.  I  have 
or  eight  weeks,  numerous  small  tortuous  repeatedly  filled  all  the  cells  of  the  cfaorioii 
canals  or  arteries  are  visible^  the  placental  and  placenta  with  air,  by  introducing  a 
deddua.  These  vessels  usual^project  a  little  blow-pipe  into  one  of  these  apertures  in  the 
beyond  the  surface  of  the  placental  deddua,  deddua  reflexa  ;  and  when  the  air  has  filled 
and  the  orifices  with  which  they  had  anas-  all  these  cells,  it  has  escaped  freely  through 
tomosed  with  the  arteries  of  the  uterus  are  the  surrounding  openings  in  the  deddua 
very  distinct.  These  decidual  arteries  are  reflexa.  The  same  has  been  done  with  mer- 
often  seen  in  the  placental  deddua  filled  with  cnry  ;  and  in  this  ovum  [exhibiting  it]  the 
blood,  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  month,  and  whole  of  the  cells  of  the  chorion  and  pla- 
have  been  minutely  described  by  Dr.  W.  centa  have  been  filled  with  injection  intro- 
Hunter.  It  is  now  admitted  by  all  anato-  duoed  by  one  of  these  openings  in  the  de- 
mists that  these  curling  arteries  or  canals  in  ddua  reflexa.  When  the  oeUs  were  filled 
the  placental  decidua  in  the  latter  months,  with  injection,  it  began  to  escape  firom  the 
convey  the  maternal  blood  from  the  uterine  openings  in  the  decidua  reflexa  around,  and 
arteries  into  the  interstices  or  cells  of  the  you  can  see  the  injection  hanging  through 
placenta,  and  that  there  is  no  other  channel  some  of  the  openings.  These  facts  prove 
by  which  the  blood  can  be  conveyed  into  the  that  there  exists,  by  means  of  these  open- 
placenta.  Elliptical  openings  can  also  be  ings  in  the  deddua  reflexa,  a  free  oommuni- 
seen  in  the  placental  deddua  both  in  the  cation  between  the  cells  of  the  chorion  and 
early  and  advanced  months,  which  anasto-  the  decidual  cavity.  But  there  is  another 
mosed  with  the  oblique  venous  apertures  still  more  condusive  proof.  If  you  take  a 
which  are  always  found  in  the  lining  mem-  recent  ovum,  the  deddua  reflexa  of  which  is 
brane  of  the  uterus  where  the  placenta  has  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  make  slight 
adhered.  A  communication  is  formed  by  pressure,  you  will  see  the  maternal  blood 
these  openings  between  the  cells  of  the  pla-  begin  to  flow  through  these  openings  from 
centa  and  veins  of  the  uterus,  and  the  blood  the  cells  of  the  chorion ;  and  I  can  now 
which  has  been  carried  by  the  deddual  ar-  shew  you  several  ova,  in  which  coagula  of 
teriea  into  these  cells  flows  back  into  the  the  fibrine  of  the  blood  are  seen  filling  these 
literine  veins,  through  these  oblique  open-  openings,  and  were  hanging  through  them 
ings  in  the  placental  decidua.  At  the  end  into  the  deddual  cavity.  These  coagula 
of  the  second  month  of  pregnancy  only  about  could  not  have  been  formed  in  these  canals  if 
a  fourth  part  of  the  chorion  is  occupied  by  theblood  had  not  been  actually  flowing  through 
the  placenta,  the  remainder  beii^  covered  them,  before  the  separation  of  the  ovum  from 
with  the  villi  of  the  chorion  and  deddua  re-  the  uterus.  The  deddua  reflexa,  besides,  is 
flexa,  and  is  unattached  to  the  uterus.  It  is  covered,  as  you  see  in  this  preparation,  by  a 
obvious  therefore  that  at  this  time  the  whole  fine  membrane  like  epithdiam,  whidi  has 
of  the  blood  which  enters  the  ovum,  and  been  dissected  ofl',  and  floats  in  the  spirit, 
which  is  invariably  found  distending  the  and  of  which  a  beautiful  drawing  has  been 
cells  of  the  placenta  and  chorion,  must  pass  made  by  Mr.  Perry.  This  fine  membrane 
through  the  arteries  of  the  placental  deddua.  not  only  covers  the  whole  deddua  reflexa. 
But  the  blood  which  flows  from  the  cells  of  and  passes  into  the  openings  in  it,  but  it  is 
the  placenta  into  the  oeUs  of  the  chorion  also  reflected  over  the  whole  inner  soriace  of 
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Uie  Qterine  deddiu.     Ihn  whole  decidiul  placrati  i 

cavity  i>  therefore  Hned  wilb  this  Tery  floe  intheseo' 

tnmibnne,    wbich    reaemblea    the    Mroiu  blood, — i 

membruie  of  cmiilitfl  which  coatnin  blood.  Hpopleiy 

In  maoy  morbid  oia  eKp«lled  u 
Ae  decidaacrfleinis  in  ahord,  altered  slate, 

and  few  or  no  openings  like  thuK  now  de-  "Rie  appearaDcea  preaented  b;  the  oridcM 

■crihed,  can  be  obaened  in  it,  or  only  close  to  of  the  euula  in  the  deddua  refiela  are  seen 

the  margin  of  the  placenta.    Thecdlaofthe  in  the  following  drnwiop. 


id  chorion  are  genenlly  obaerred 
t  to  be  fall  of  maaica  of  coagulated 
condition  which  is  uinaily  called 
apopleiy  of  the  oTom,  and  appears  to  ariae 
froin  the  obliteration  of  the  canab  in  the 


rrooi  tbe  plac«nla,  andthe  riiliof  Ibechoriao 

alao  Dcaily  diuppeared. 

igi  in  tbe  decidtu  r«fleia  ai  aern  lliiaiiKli  a  liniiile  lew  of  an  inch  A>caa. 
lurrace  of  a  amall  portion  at  ihe  uUrine  dFcidua  or  dtcidua  vera,  uoDiaally  thick  and 

!d  Tiew  of  ibe  same  meinbcane,  with  a  few  small  oriBcnafTeuels. 

Id  these  Agnres  are  represented  the  open- 

' n  the  decidua  relleia  aod  uterine  deci- 

u  seen  in  another  OTnm  of  an  esirlier 


A,  a  imall  portion  of  dHHdna  refleia  raagnifled. 
a,  inner anrhce  of  nierine  decidua.  wltb  tbeveina 
Hiong  obliqaeljr  tbrouRh  Iba  membiaae  to 

The  outer  wall  of  the  decidual  canty 
is  furmed  by  the  nterioe  decidos,  which 
Taries  much  in  thickness.  The  outer  na- 
lace  of  this  portion  of  the  decidna,  which 
had  adhered  to  the  otems,  is  osoally  Tery 
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irregnlu,  mul  long  ilendar  filaDienti  from  which  *r«  utnited  nnmeitnii  mionte  aper* 

tliiclt  roaCi  are  often  •em  projacting  fraai  tana  ol  ■  circular  or  oral  ronn.    There  are 

It:  aama  of  these  lilameutt  appear  to  be  aome  of  theae  opening*  on  the  niaed  portion* 

hollow.     A  great  namber  of  openings  are  of  the  memhrane  aa  well  as  in  the  grooiea. 

alio  Tieible  on  the  outeriarface  of  the  uterine  Into  thCM  openinga  the  epithelium  which 

deddua,  which  are  the  tenninationi  of  lenoua  linea  the  decidual  cari^  piiie*,  aod  coats 

caoalt  which  paaa   ohliqoelj  through  thia  the  tcdoiu  canal*  in  the  deiadDa  oteri.   Theaa 

membraiM  from  the  iDioolh  inner  turfice.  f  eina  paai  ohli(|Delf  through  the  memhrwie  ; 

I  have  not  obaerred  any  coniiderable  arteries  they  fniqaently  commDoicate  together  so  aa 

in  this  portion  of  the  decidua,  (imilar  to  toform  agreatpleiua,  and  giaduallf  iocreaae 

those  which  are  seen  in  the  placental  decidna.  in  siie  ai  thej  approach  the  uterine  sorfaoe. 

The  inoer  surface  of  the  ateiino  deddua  is  The  appearances  presenlcd  by  the  orificea  of 

compaiatiTel;  smooth,  and,  wen  through  a  the  reins  on  the  inner  surface  of  6ie  aterine 

magnifier,  appears  not  rerj'  unlike  the  con-  decidua  are  seen  in  these  figures,  but  by  no 

Tolutions  of  the  braini   at  the   bottom  of  meani  ao  clearljr  aa  in  *'" ""   "~ 

these  are  deep  grooves  or  depressions,  in  drawing. 


A,  The  oriOcei  of  the  relus  of  the  uterine  decidua  opening  inlo  the  decidual  caritri  natural  slie. 
All  the  veins  of  the  uterine  decidua,  in 
several  of  these  prepnrationa  which  joa  have 
aeen,  are  filled  with  coagula  of  the  fibrioe  of 
tbebloodi  and  by  TollowiDg  these,  the  coarse 
'  of  the  vein!  from  the  bner  to  the  onter  sur- 

face of  the  membrane  can  be  traced.      In 
'  lAU  preparation  all  these  veins  hive  been 

lilted  with  a  white  injection ;    so  that  the 
direction  of  the  vessels,  and  their  connectioD 
B.  A  portion  of  the  aame  membrane  aa  seen     "i^  one  another,  and  their  tenninatian  an 
thrnigh  a  gooil  lens.  the  onter  aurfice  of  the  memt>ruie,  can  he 

cle«-]y  Been.  It  was  by  obaerving  the  man- 
I  once  saw  the  deddna  uteri  adhering  ner  in  which  the  coagula  of  the  fihrine  of 
through  its  whole  extent  to  the  inner  auihce  the  blood  paased  throagh  the  nUceulal  da. 
of  the  utems  in  the  aaeond  month,  with  all  cidua  into  the  veins  of  the  utcnu,  and  by 
these  veins  distended  with  firm  dark  clots  following  coagula  from  fibrous  tumora  of  the 
of  blood.  On  separating  the  membrane  uterus  into  their  veins,  that  I  Drat  became 
andnally,  these  co«guU  were  seen  passing  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
(torn  the  deddnal  veins  into  the  vdni  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  ia  carried  on  in  the 
Dtenis,  The  trunks  of  the  vdna  were  on  pbcenta,  and  in  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus, 
the  uterine  aide  of  the  membrane,  and  they  It  was  likewise  by  tracing  the  coagnb  which 
had  eridently  been  conveying  blood  from  the  ocoaajonally  distend  the  veins  of  the  deddna 
deddoal  cavitr  to  the  vdna  of  the  uterus,     uteri,  that  I  was  fint  led  to  aospect  that 
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thne  Tcaieli  do  not  codvcj  blood  or  fluid  of  in  the  earlj'  moDthi,  the  nuUmtt  blood  ii 

any  kind  (tddi  the  nt«ru9  into  tbe  decidml  cooTeyed  bf  the  arteries  of  the  pUeeotol 

cavilj,  M  man;  phjiiologiiiti  maintain,  bnt  deddaa  into  tbe  celljt  of  the  placmta  and 

remove  froi.i  ihia  ctritj  ttut  blood  which  chorioD,  and  that  the  blood  wbich  li  not 

had  passed  into  it,  through  tbe  openings  in  returned  directlf  back  to  the  reini  of  the 

the  decidna  refleia,  from  tlie  cells  of  tbe  ntenis,  through  tbe  TCnona  opeoings  id  the 

chorioD.     In  several  specimens  of  ots  ei-  placental  decidna,  flows  from  the  cells  of  tbe 

Clled  in  abortion,  with  the  deciduBl  mem-  chorion,  through  the  deddua  refleia,  into  the 

ines  entire,  I  have  seen  the  cavity  filled  deadnal  cavity;  and  bvm  thence  into  tbe 

with  fluid  and  coagnlated  blood.     CoagDln  veins   of   the   atenis,    thnnigb    tbe    TeDODS 

of  tbe  fibrine  were  seen  hanging  out  of  the  canals  of  tbe  uterine  deddna.    As  pregnancy 

orlflcea  of  Ibe  canali  in  tbe  deddua  refleia  advances  the  villi  of  tbe  chorion  and  deddnal 

in  this  specimen,   of  wbich  a  drawing  has  cavity  gradually  diminiih  ;    and  before  the 

been  made.    Tbe  blood  could  not  have  been  fifth  month  they  have  almost  entirely  dis- 

forced  here  into  the  deddual  cavity  by  any  appeared;  and  the  drcalation  of  (he  blood  is 

accident,  as  Bicachet   states  vrai   the    case  effected  solely  by  the  placenta,  which  haa 

with,  the   ovum    deicribed    by    Heosinger,  rapiilly  enlarged.     Tbe  canal*  in  the  decidna 

where  the  de-jidoal  cavity  was  likewise  fidl  of  alio  lUsappear,  and   tbe  membrane  is  very 

blood.  thin,  and  presents  a  complete  oibriform  or 

From  theae  &cta,  it  appears  probable  (hat,  lace-like  appearance. 

JXt from,  from  Waffntr,  iff  I ht  gravid  kJerus  al  Ihr  md  qf  thtfutrth  MonlA,  laideptK, 
attd  titt  immhicTa  tj  the  otmm  drlinraltd  in  tilv.  In  Iht  CMrtf  /Aere  it  a  great  pimg 
of  gtlalitunu  mattrr. 


/ 

I 


lug  lllling  the  carrix  Dted  1  et  c,  the  uterat  TcHected  in  four  Oass ; 
iteriu;//',  the  decidna  refleia  pasituR  into  tbe  verabv  adrcolar 
tctedlaferiOTlyi  at/l/],bowever,itUrangh,aiat  thlspartitwaa 
ra,  and  was  only  HfarMed  from  thlj  by  ftnta  i  a,  villi  0/ the  cboiiOD  i 
imio  media,  lying  betweea  the  amnion  k,  and  (he  cbotini  /. 


«,OBextemBm;  »  i,  gelatJnons  plug  llllinr  the  cerrix  uteri  i  c  <  c,  the  uterat  TcHected  in  four  Ha 
J  J  A^A ,.-,._...-_. '"' the  decldr-     "  "      ■--   " 

>,  lying  b( 
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LECTURES  ^^^  charactfr  of  his  Tarions  aecretioiis,  the 

^j^  ^jjg  pains  of  which  he  may  complaiii»  the  per- 

.^^^,  ceptions  which  he  has  lost,  and  the  changes 

PRINCIPLES  AND  CLASSIFICATION  jn^^those  which  he  retains,  constitute  what 

OF  DISEASE,  are  termed  symptonu  /   and  the  description 

Delivered  at  &t.  Thomat^i  Hospiial,  oi  them  constitutes  that  diyision  of  nosogta. 

ph]r  which  is  termed  temiography ;  as  the 

By  Thomas  Hodokin,  M.D.  j^ws  of  their  production,  and  the  conclusions 

Lecturer  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  which  they  furnish  for  the  distinction  of  dis- 

at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  School.  ^^^^^  ^  termed  semiology. 

But  when  we   have  found  the  patient 

Gbntlkmsn,— A  field  of  such  wide  extent  labouring  under  an  assemblage  of  symptoms, 
as  the  study  of  medicine,  requires,  for  its  the  question  naturally  arises,  what  induced 
successful  cultiTation,   that  numerous    di-  them?     Hare  they  btwn  brought  on  by  what 
visions  should  be  employed.    These,  like  he  has  eaten,  or  done,  or  omitted  to  do  ? 
the  limits  of  physical  geography,  may  be  Has  he  been  subjected  to  any  remarkable 
inherent  in  the  nature  of  the  subject ;    or,  influences  either  of  temperature  or  moisture 
like  those  of  political  geography,  they  may  in  the  atmosphere  ?     Has  he  been  in  any 
be  conventional  or  arbitrary,     Divisions  of  situation  known  to  produce  similar  symp- 
these  two    characters    may  be    multiplied  toms  in  other  persons,  or  been  in  commnni- 
almost  indefinitely,  and  different  principles  cation  with  disease  ?     Here  we  have  the 
may  be  assumed  as  the  rule  for  their  adop-  reason  for  another  division  of  nosography, 
tioD.    I  regard  it  as  unnecessary  now  to  to   which  the  name  of    a  Oology,  or  the 
enter  into  the  principles  of  arrangement,  knowledge  of  the  causation  of  disease,  is 
but  shall  proceed  to  adopt  such  divisions  of  given.     When  nosography  has  supplied  a 
the  subject  as  its  nature  seems  to  indicate,  full  descriptions  of  disease  characterised  by 
and  usage  has  sanctioned,  until  we  arrive  at  their  symptoms  and  causes,   they  *would, 
points  at  which  the  consideration  of  classi-  without  some  system  of  arrangement,  exhibit 
'  fication  may  be  regarded  as  important.  almost  endless  multiplicity,  and  consequently 
The  object  of  our  art  bong  to  apply  reme-  the  greatest  perplexity.     Something,  there- 
dies  or  means  of  relief  to  the  various  diseases  fore,  is  required  to  be  done  with  reference  to 
with  which  the  human  frame  may  be  afilicted,  the    diseases  with  which    nosography  has 
it  is  obvious  that  our  first  care  must  be  to  made  us  acquainted,  analogous  to  that  which 
become  acquainted  with  the  characteristics  natural  historians,  whether  botanists,  soolo- 
of  diseases.     For  this  purpose,  it  is  essential  gists,  or  mineralogists,  have  done  for  the 
that  they  be  accurately  and  intelligibly  de-  countless  objects  of  their  studies.  The  perfect 
scribed.    To  produce  these  descriptions  with  parallel  between  all  these  cases  is  exhibited  in 
suflScient  minuteness  and  accuracy  requires  the  fact,  that  Linnseus,  the  great  author  of 
that  the  powera  of  observation  should  be  the  best  artificial  classification  of  plants,  and 
especially  cultivated  for  the  purpose,  and,  of  a  similar  classification  of  animals,  being 
that  to  avoid  incessant  and  tiresome  repe-  himself  a  physician,  formed  a  classification  of 
titions,  and  to  ensure  a  greater  degree  of  diseases  also.      The  division    of    medical 
precision,  the  use  of  numerous  terms  should  science  which  comprehends  the  classification 
be  introduced.     The  proper  description  of  of  diseases  has  been  called  noeology.    The 
disease  constitutes  the  division  to  which  the  importance  of  this  subject,  the  great  variety 
term  nosography  has  been  given.     It  is  of  which  it  admits,  and  the  diflSculty  of  estab- 
the  greatest  importance  that  the  student  of  lishing  a  perfectly  satisfactory  system,  are 
medicine  should  possess  clear  and  accurate  exhibited  in  the  number  of  authon  who 
nosological    ideas.       Had    attention    more  have  treated  on  the  subject,  and  offered  clas- 
generally  been  paid  to  this,  many  perplexing  sifications  of  their  own  to  their  professional 
discrepancies  in  medical  authora  would  have  brethren.  We  have  not  only  the  classification 
been  avoided,  and  those  who  have  no  inten-  of  Linnseus,  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  but 
tion  of  becoming  authors,  but  merely  design  that  of  his  predecessor,  Sauvages,  who  must 
to  study  and  practise  their  profession,  will  perhaps  be  regarded  as  the  father  of  nosology  ; 
find  the  advantage  of  this  accuracy  when  that  of  Cullen,  which,  notwith^anding  vari- 
engaged  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  in  ous  imperfections,  has  many  merits,  in  ad- 
the  conferences  and  correspondence  to  which  dition  to  its  general  adoption  in  this  country, 
it  must  give  rise.  to  recummendit  toevery  English  student ;  that 
Nosography,  or  the  description  of  disease  of  Dr.  Young,  who  never  turned  his  atten- 
itself,  admits  of  division.     The  phenomena  tion  to  any  subject  without  bringing  to  bear 
which  the  patient  presents  to  our  observa-  upon  it  profound  learning,  patient  and  care- 
tion,  whether  in  the  colour,  the  temperature,  fol    observation,   and    remarkable   original 
the  moisture  or  dryness  of  his  skin,  the  views;  that  of  Mason  Good,  and  a  variety 
appearance  of  parts  accessible  to  examination,  of  othen,  on  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  me 
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here  to  dwell.     In  a  nibject  lo  extensile  u  chronic  character.    Common  catarrh  affect- 
that  of  nosology,  numerous  authors  have  ap-  ing  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  respiratory 
poured,  who,  without  attempting  to  grapple  organs  exhibits  perfect  examples  of  these  two 
with  the  whole  range  of  dis^ises,  have  taken  characters.  Cancer  of  the  female  breast,  a  dis- 
np  particular  sections  of  the  subject,  into  ease  which,  if  not  timely  removed  by  opera- 
which    they    have  introduced   subordinate  tion,  proceeds  to  a  necessarily  ftktal  tennina- 
claasifications,  some  of  which  are  of  great  tion,  passes  so  slowly  through  the  stages  of  its 
importance,  and  merit  particular  study.     Of  progress  that  it  may  be  protracted  for  many 
this  description  is  the  classification  of  dis-  years ;  and  if,  in  a  particular  individual,  in 
eases   of   the  skin   by    Dr.   Willan,    also  consequence  of  some  constitutional  pecu- 
aeveral  classifications  of  the  eye  by  distin-  liarity,  cancer  of  the  breast  were  to  pass  into 
guished  oculists ;  and  when  I  tell  you  that  the  ulcerative  stage,  spread  in  a  few  weeks 
noaographers  of  the  eye  have  extended  the  to  the  neighbouring  parts,  and  carry  off  the 
list  of  diseases  affecting  that  organ  to  the  patient  in  six  months,  it  might  be  said  to 
extraordinary  number  of  two  hundred  or  have  assumed  an  acute  character.     Hence 
more,  you  will  readily  believe  that  classifi-  you  will  perceive  that  the  terms  acute  and 
cations  would   be  necessary  to  relieve  the  chronic  possess  a  comparative  force,  and 
memory,  were  there  no  other  organs,  with  that  it  is  only  by  acquaintance  with  the  dis- 
their  respective  catalogues  of  diseases,  re-  eases  to  which  they  are  applied  that  we  can 
quiring  a  proportionate  share  of  attention.  comprehend  the  sense  in  which  the  speaker 

Various  diseases  possess  certain  characters  or  writer  may  employ  them. 

in  common,  which  may  lead  to  their  being  Diseases  are  said  to  be  endemic  when, 

occasionally  spoken  of  in  association,  without  like  goitre,  or  the  enlargement  of  the  thyroid 

its  being  designed  to  bring  them  together  in  gland — like  elephantiasis,  a  peculiar  disease 

nosological  classification  :   thus,  some  dis-  of  the  cutis  and  subjacent  cellular  membrane 

eases  are  capable  of  being  communicated  from  — and  like  the  plague~»they  occur  in  particular 

person  to  person,  whilst  others  are  not  so.  districts  or  regions  ;   yet  cases  of  disease, 

Hence  arises  the  very  important  distinction  which  for  the  most  part  are  so   limited, 

of  infectious  and  non-infectious  disorders,  may  occasionally  be  met  with  in  other  situa- 

Those  which  agree  in  this  respeet  may  have  tions.     Again,  a  disease  may,  at  a  particular 

no  other  title  to  be  considered  in  the  same  time,  be  found  to  affect  a  remarkable  number 

family.    The  limits  between  the  infectious  '  of  individuals  in  the  same  locality,  indicating 

and  non-infectious  diseases  are  by  no  means  the  temporary  prevalence  of  some  pernicious 

distinctly  drawn,  and  the  highest  authorities  influence ;  yet,  of  these  very  diseases,  rare 

have  b<»n  at  variance  with  each  other  on  or  even  soUtary  examples  may  at  times  be 

this  very  important  practical  question.  seen  in  the  same  or  other  localities ;  when, 

The  distinction  of  diseases  into  the  acute  in  loontradistinction  to  the  term  epidemic, 

and  the  chronic  is  of  the  same  description,  they  receive  the  appellation  of  sporadic.     A 

Diseases  properly  placed  at  a  wide  distance  disease    may    at    the  same  time  be  both 

from  each  other  in  nosological  arrangement,  epidemic  and  endemic,  of  which  the  most 

may  nevertheless  agree  in  the  possession  of  one  striking  example  is  perhaps  that  of  plague, 

or  otherof  these  characters;  and  diseases  pro-  which,  whilst  in  our  own  times  it  is  so 

perly  brought  together  in  scientific  arrange-  strictly  endemic  that  it  rarely  occurs  beyond 

ment  may  differ  in  these  respects.  Even  the  the  territories  bordering  on  the  Levant,  is 

same  disense  may  be  seen  in  some  individuals  also  so  strictly  epidemic  that,  even  in  the 

in  an  acute,  and  in  others  in  a  chronic  form,  situations  which  it  is  known  to  affect,  its 

It  is  equally  certain  that  the  precise  limit  occurrence,  except    at    particular  seasons, 

between  the  acute  and  the  chronic  is  not  de-  would  be  regarded  as  an  extraordinary  cir- 

fined,  and  although  conventionally  the  terms  cumstance.    Thongh  the  causes  which  ope- 

are  aa  well  understood  as  perhaps  any  which  rate  in  the  production  of  endemic  and  epi- 

medtcal  men  are  in  the  habit  of  employing,  demic  disease  are  involved  in  great  obscurity, 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  it  even  they  well  merit  continued  careful  research ; 

suggested  that  within  the  duration  of  a  cer-  and,  with  respect  to  the  epidemic  at  least, 

tain  number  of  days  a  disease  should  be  re-  the  carefal  attention  which  has  been  devoted 

garded  as  acute,  whilst  if  it  extend  through  to  the  subject  during  a  period  of  many  years 

a  greater  number  it  is  to  be  reckoned  as  has  led  to  the  discovery  of  certain  data  which 

chronic.  are  of  the  highest  importance  both  in  the 

We  commonly  esteem  a  disease  acute  if  treatment  of  disease  and  in  the  employment 

the  stages  which  mark  its  commencement,  of  measures  for  the  preservation  of  individual 

acme,  and  termination,  are  comprehended  and  public  health.    The  field  of  research 

within  a  period  of  two  or  three  weeks ;  but  in  this  direction  invites  the  perseverance  of 

if,  contrary  to  what  is  usually  observed  to  sagacious  inquirers,  who  can  scarcely  fiul  to 

take  place  in  cases  of  the  same  disease,  it  be  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  important 

should  happen  to  be  prolonged  at  a  par-  truths, 

ticular  stage,  it  would  be  said  to  assume  a  Diseases  are  w^*^  *^  ^  i»oal  or  constitu- 
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tioual.     Thns,  bronchocelei  OTarian  dropsy »  practice  of  physic,  with  which,  however,  so 

and  hydrocele,  may  be  regarded  as  strictly  far  as  I  shall  treat  it,  it  appears  to  be  in* 

local  affections ;  no  other  organs  of  the  body,  separably  connected. 

and  no  functions  of  the  system,  being  de-         Let  us  suppose  a  particular  part  of  the 

ranged    by  their    existence,   except    those  body  to  have  lost  those  conditions  the  pos- 

which  are  in  immediate  relation  to  the  parts  sessiop  of  which  constitutes  the  healthy  state, 

in  which  they  exist.   It  can  only  be  by  their  The  tokens  of  this  change  having  taken 

mechanical  influence,  by  whidi  they  may  place,  or,  in  other  words,  the  symptoms  of 

eventually  induce  other  disease,  that  oonsti-  the  disease,  may,  as  I  have  before  remarked 

tutional  affection  can  be  referred  to  them,  when    explaining   the  term  semiology,   be 

On  the  other  hand,  scorbutus,  gout,  and  very  various ;  not  merely  depending  upon 

small-pox,  may  be  pointed  out  as  diseases  in  the  differences  in  the  mode  of  local  change 

which  the  entire  constitution  is  essentially  which  may  take  place,  but  in  accordance 

concerned,  notwithstanding  the  special  ap*  with  the  relation  which  the  part  affected 

pearance  of  derangement  in  some  particular  bears  to  the  whole  body.    Thus,  it  may  be 

part  of  the  body.  so  situated  as  necessarily  to  influence  some 

Some  morbid  affections  are  regarded  as  very  important  function — it   may  directly 

transmisuble  from  generation  to  generation,  interfere  with  respiration,  with  the  circula- 

and  are  consequently  designated  by  the  term  tion  of  the  blood,  or  with  the  taking  and 

hereditary  disCTSCs ;  although,  with  regard  to  digestion  of  food.     We  shall,  in  such  cases, 

some  of  these  affections,  tiie  child  may  not  have  symptoms  depending  upon  the  diseased 

oome  into  the  world  labouring  under  the  state   superadded  to  those  which  are  the 

malady,  as  is  the  case  with  syphilis ;  but  direct  consequence  of  the  disease  in  the  part 

rather,  possessing  in  its  constitution  a  strong  itself.    We    shall,  therefore,  simplify  our 

tendency  to  the  development  of  the  parti-  view  if,  in  the  first  place,  we  consider  the 

cular  disease  at  a  future  period  of  its  ex-  derangement  as  taking  place  in  a  part  not  so 

istence.    Very  careful  investigators  have  not  essential  to  life  as  it  must  be  when  connected 

agreed  amongst  themselves  on  this  point ;  vrith  the  performance  of  the  functions  just 

some  having  been  led  by  their  observations  mentioned.     Let  us  go,  for  example,  to  the 

to  conclude  that  some  of  these  diseases  existed  hand  or  the  foot:  we  shall  here  have  the 

in  a  latent  state  during  foetal  life,  whilst  advantage  of  considering  a  state  of  disease 

others  have  contended  that  they  were  not  which  does  not,  from  its  situation,  necessarily 

called  into  being  until  a  subsequent  period ;  produce  the  disturbance  of   any  function 

e.  g,  the  opinion  entertained  by  Langstaff  as  essential  to  life.    We  have  also  the  advan- 

to  tubercle  and  malignant  disMses.  tage  of  studying  the  symptoms  by  a  more 

Whilst  I  have  been  noticing  some  of  the  complete  application  of  our  senses,  than  is 

divisions  of  disease,  I  have  passed  over .  the  the  case  with  the  disease  of  an  internal 

definition  of  disease.  oigan.    You  will  be  disposed  to  say  this  is 

Disease  has  been  defined  as  any  variation  a  sargicalj  and  not  a  medical  case.  I  have 
Jrom  the  mott  perfect  and  healthy  etate  qf  purposely  selected  such  a  case,  in  order  to 
the  eeveral  organs  and  fitnetunu  qf  the  exhibit  the  inseparable  relations  of  these  two 
living  body  s  but  as  few,  if  any,  persons  departments,  and  to  urge  the  importance  of 
can  be  said  to  enjoy  this  universal  integrity  looking  at  surgical  cases  with  medical  eyes, 
of  parts  and  functions,  who,  nevertheless,  are  It  has  most  truly  been  said,  Chirurgia  jauna 
not  considered  to  be  in  a  state  of  disease,  we  medieintt.  But  to  proceed.  The  hand,  or 
must,  as  a  practical  distinction,  adopt  some  even  a  part  of  the  hand,  receives  some  ex- 
other  definition  of  the  term,  and  the  follow-  temal  injury,  and  comes  into  a  state  of  dis- 
ing,  which  has  already  been  employed,  will  ease.  An  imeasy  sensation  in  the  parts 
answer  our  purpose  on  the  present  oocasbn—  warns  the  individual  that  this  has  taken 
namely,  an  uneasiness,  excess,  or  defect,  in  place ;  but  if  this  be  inconsiderable,  he  may 
one  or  more  of  the  functions  of  the  body  or  experience  no  other  inconvenience  than  the 
mind,  recurring  so  of{en,  or  continuing  so  more  or  less  complete  deprivation  of  the  use 
long,  eM  to  demand  medical  assistance.  of  his  hand.    If  the  mischief  have  been 

Although  I  shall  have  to  take  up  the  dis-  slight,  and  the  part  be  merely  protected,  it 

eases  to  which  this  description  will  apply  soon  recovers  its  former  ease  and  usefulness. 

seriatimf  in  connection  with  the  parts  of  the  We  have  here  a  very  simple  esse ;  yet  even 

body  which  they  respectively  affect,  I  have,  this  affords  some  subject  of  reflection.    For 

on  careful  reflection,  considered  that  I  should  the  part  to  be  injured  at  all,  implies  that 

be  more  likely  to  render  myself  inteUigible  there  must  have  been  a  derangement  of  struc- 

to  you  if  I  commenced  by  offering  some  ture;  for  pain,  to  have  been  fdt,  would  lead  us 

remarks  upon  disease  in  genera],  although  to  inquire  how  this  is  produced,  and  for  the 

the  ftdl  elucidation  of  this  subject  belongs  part  spontaneously  to  have  recovered  implies 

rather  to  a  division  of  the  study  of  medicine,  that  a  process  had  taken  place  the  nature  of 

which  has  been  called  general  pathology,  or  which,  though  an  evcry-day  occurrence,  is 

institutes  of  medicine,  than  to  that  of  the  really  wonderful,  and  requires  investigation, 
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that  we  may,  if  possible,  aooount  for  its  not  tbis  is  the  result  of  adhesive  inflammatioD. 
taking  place  in  other  instances,  and  promote  Dr.  Billing  has  objected  to  the  use  of  the 
its  doing  so.     Let  us  look  to  the  derange-  term  inflammation  as  applied  to  the  repair- 
ment  produced.     This  may  hare  been  the  ing  process,  inflammation  being  a  state  of 
separation  of  parts  by  some  sharp  instru-  disease  which  has  ceased  when  the  process 
ment,  in  which  case  the  wound  is  sufficiently  of  repair  is  going  on.     In  most  cases  it  is 
obvious.     A  blow  may  have  been  inflicted,  difficult  to  draw  the  boundary  line,  and  the 
and,  without  any  breach  of  surfece  having  term  healthy  inflammation,  as  applied  to  that 
been  produced,  the  part  is  rendered  swollen,  which  is  the  prelude  to  the  process  of  re- 
tense,  and  discoloured.      Again,  the  part  pair,  will  perhaps  continue  to  be  conven- 
may  have  come  in  contact  with  hot  water,  tionally  employed ;  nevertheless,  I  think  Dr. 
which  has  caused  it  to  become  painftil ;  first  Billing's  criticism  is  just,  and  in  some  of 
red;  tben  the  skin  has  been  raued  by  a  fluid  the  instances  of  disease  which  will  hereafter 
poured  out  beneath  it.    We  have,  in  these  come  before  us,  praotioal  soggestioosmay  be 
three  eases,  three  diiFerent  forms  of  injury,  derived  from  it.     In  the  very  simple  and 
What  is  it  that  occasions  pain  in  each  of  speedily  terminated  instance,  which  I  have 
them  ?     It  may  be  simply  said,  oh !  the  addnoed,  we  seem  to  have  the  repairing  pro- 
nerrcs  of  the  part  have  been  irritated  by  the  cess  without  the  recurrence  of  previous  in- 
nnnsual  state  of  things.    But  we  must  go  a  flammation.  In  the  next  case,  or  that  of  the 
tittle  fiorther.    In  the  case  of  the  cut,  it  is  bruise,   the  swelling  subsides,    absorption 
manifest  that  the  nerves   may  have  been  rather  than  deposition  having  characterised 
exposed ;  that  first  a  solid  body,  and  sub-  the  process  of  repair ;  the  blood  which  had 
aeqaently  the  air,  has  come  in  contact  with  escaped  from  injured  vessels  has  either  been 
them,  and  the  knife  being  withdrawn,  and  the  taken  up,  or  if  it  had  been  situated  near  the 
air  excluded,thepain,which  was  sharp  at  first,  surface,  it  has  perhaps  come  away  with  ex- 
may  almost  wholly  cease.    But  in  the  case  of  foliated  skin.     In  the  esse  of  the  bum  or 
the  bruise  there  is  no  exposure  of  nerve ;  the  scald,  the  continuance  of  pain,  and  the  pro- 
parts  naturally  in  contact  with  them  have  re-  gresssive  alteration  in  the  appearance  of  the 
mained  so,  but  they  have  been  pressed  upun  part  after  the  heat  has  ceased  to  be  applied, 
with  unusual  force,  and  the  pain  which  was  are,  as  I  already  remarked,  the  proofs  that  a 
felt  on  the  infliction  of  the  blow  does  not  so  disturbed  process,  or  derangement  of  the 
quickly  cease  with  the  removal  of  the  injuring  functions  of  the  part,  hsa  bc«n  set  up,  and 
cause  as  in  the  case  of  the  cot.    The  swelling  continued.     Such  may  have  been  the  case  in 
whichhas  been  produced  shews  that  something  the  other  instances,  but  less  necessarily  and 
has  been  pouredoutinterstitially ;  that  is  to  say,  manifestly  so.    The  pain  experienced  whilst 
into  the  texture  of  the  part,  which  becomes  a  this  disturbed  process  is  going  on  resembles 
cause  of  continued  pressure,  and  consequent  that  occasioned  in  the  first  instance  by  the 
pain,  provided  the  tension  be  considerable.  application  of  heat.    It  is  allayed  by  the  ap- 
In  the  case  of  the  scald,  the  nerves  of  the  plication  of  cold,  but  recurs  if  the  cold  ap- 
part  have  neither  had  anything  brought  in  plication  is  suspended,  and  with  the  pain  the 
contact  with  them,  nor  have  they  sv^ered  actual  temperature  is  felt  to  be  higher  than 
compression  to  induce  pain.      We    have  that  of  the  other  hand  in  other  respects  simi- 
merely  the  influence  of  a  higher  degree  of  larly  circumstanced.  Hence  the  part  is  said  to 
temperature,  than  the  nerves,  and  the  parts  beinflsmed,  and  the  process  which  is  set  up 
in  which  they  are  situated,  are  accustomed  or  is  called  inflammation  ;  terms  obviously  de- 
prepared  to  endure.  Hie  sensation  of  severe  rived  from  the  sensible  increase  of  tempera- 
pain  is  the  immediate  efiiect,  and  the  con-  ture.    The  occurrence  of  this  process  not 
tinuance  of  the  pain  to  a  greater  degree  than  only  as  the  result  of  injury,  but  set  up  by 
may  have  been  the  case  in  either  of  the  yarious  causes  at  times  so  obscure  that  the 
former  instances,  shows  that  something  is  part  is  said  to  be  spontaneously  inflamed,  is 
going  on  in  the  part  of  a  different  character  so  frequent  and  remarkable  a  part  of  the 
to  that  which  may  have  taken  place  in  them  ;  morbid  conditions  which  we  meet  with,  that 
nevertheless,  the  pain  after  a  while  ceases  to  it  has  rery  naturally  been  one  of  the  most 
be  felt,  the  fluid  by  which  the  skin  was  interesting  inquiries  into  which  the  investi- 
raised  disappears,  and,  as  before  observed,  gators  of  disease  have  entered,  to  ascertain 
the  part   resumes  its    original   condition,  in  what  inflammation  essentially  consists.  It 
What  has  been  the  nature  of  the  repair  hi  will  be  our  duty  to  go  into  this  distinct 
these  cases  ?  In  the  case  of  the  cut    the  question  at  a  future  time.    At  th^  present 
divided  parts  haTe  become  firmly  reunited,  moment  we  have    rather  to  consider  the 
In  the  place  of  a  mere  fluid  upon  the  cut  effect  of  inflammation  in  theexample  adduced. 
surftee8,a  solid  bond  of  union,  however  small.  If  the  continued  pain  attending  the  inflam- 
has  been  produced,  furnishing  an  example  of  mation  be  very  severe,  more  especially  if  the 
what  is  called  union  by  adhesion,  or  union  whole  or  a  large  portion  of  the  hand  have 
by  first  intention.    It  is  sometimes  said  that  been  scalded,  the  inconvenienoe  is  not  limited 
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to  the  part  affected :  deep  is  absent  or  dis-  displaced,  by  which  the  margin  of  the 
turbed ;  the  surface  of  the  body  becomes  opening  left  for  the  malleolus  was  brought 
generally  hot,  the  pulse  becomes  quicker  and  in  contact  with  one  side  of  that  projection, 
stronger ;  the  countenance  bespeaks  the  un-  The  pressure  was  of  course  not  great,  but  it 
easiness  of  the  system  ;  the  appetite  for  solid  happened  to  be  upon  a  sensitiye  part,  and  it 
food  may  be  diminished  or  suspended,  whilst  was  constant ;  and  the  circumstance  of  its 
that  for  fluids  is,  on  the  contrary,  increased,  having  no  remission  seemed  to  render  it  in- 
It  is  now  said  that  the  accident  has  produced  creasingly  intense.  The  whole  system  sym- 
fever.  The  daily  occurrence  of  instances  re-  pathised  with  it,  and  continued  to  do  so  with 
sembling  this  in  kind  has  produced  a  general  increasing  severity  for  several  hours,  from 
idea  of  what  is  meant  by  the  production  of  my  not  at  first  perceiving  the  cause,  and  the 
this  state  of  fever,  as  well  as  by  the  term  in-  mode  by  which  it  oyght  be  removed.  When 
flammation ;  yet  thenature  of  thL)  fever  is  really  this  was  effected  the  relief  was  almost  in- 
obscure,  is  attended  with  many  complicating  stantaneons,  there  being  in  fact  no  local 
circumstances,  and  has  exercised  the  patience  injury  worth  notice :  yet  I  am  very  sure  that 
of  careful  inquirers,  and  the  ingenuity  of  the  continuance  of  such  a  cause  would  be 
speculators  and  theorists,  as  much  or  more  sufficient  to  produce  the  most  violent  de- 
than  any  other  subject  connected  with  medi-  lirium.  In  severe  cases  of  tic  douloureux  we 
cine.  The  consideration  of  this  question,  also  see  what  the  propagation  of  pain  through 
like  that  of  inflammation,  we  must  reserve  the  medium  of  the  nerves  may  produce, 
for  another  time.  It  is  necessary,  however,  without  the  concurrence  of  much,  if  any, 
to  our  present  purpose,  to  allude  to  some  sensible  local  disturbance.  On  the  other 
points  connected  with  the  subject.  How  is  hand,  we  see  that  parts  which  can  transmit 
the  general  disturbance  or  fever  excited  in  little  or  no  sensation  of  pain  to  the  sen- 
consequence  of  the  local  injury?  The  dis-  sorium,  from  which  they  are  cut  off  by 
tresaing  and  continued  perception  of  pain  is  paralysis,  may  become  inflamed  with  less  ac- 
the  fact  which  flrst  excites  our  notice ;  and  oompanying  constitutional  disturbance  than 
as  we  know  that  this  is  conveyed  to  the  is  set  up  when  such  paralysis  does  not  exist, 
common  sensorium  through  the  medium  of  It  is  not  equally  easy  to  point  out  cases 
the  nerves,  we  may  attribute  the  production  in  which  the  constitutional  effect  is  produced 
of  general  disturbance  or  fever  to  an  in-  upon  the  system  through  the  medium  of  the 
fluence  propagated  by  the  same  channel,  vessels,  seeing  that,  in  almost  every  case,  the 
But  we  have  another  line  of  communication,  cooperation  of  the  nerves  may  be  contended 
which  comes  in  competition  with  that  of  the  for.  A  question  is  therefore  involved,  which 
nerves,  namely  that  of  the  blood-vessels,  has  long  been  under  dispute,  and  has  been 
We  see  that  the  part  is  reddened ;  we  feel  made  the  subject  of  curious  and  valuable 
the  increased  warmth,  which  we  know,  in  researches.  Nevertheless,  I  think  I  may 
general  terms,  to  be  produced  by  the  circu-  state  that  the  preponderance  of  argument  ia 
btion  of  the  blood ;  and  we  know,  from  the  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  opinion  that  the 
complaints  of  the  patient,  and,  it  may  be,  influence  of  poisoned  wounda  is  oommunt- 
from  our  own  touch  applied  to  the  arteries  cated  through  the  medium  of  the  vas- 
of  the  part,  that  increasingly  strong  pulsa-  cular  system,  and  chiefly  through  the  fluids 
tions  are  to  be  felt.  Seeing  that  we  have  which  are  conveyed,  though  the  coats  of 
these  two  modes  of  communication,  we  the  vessels  themselves  may  perform  some 
shall  perhaps  do  right  to  attribute  to  each  a  part ;  and  in  this  way  the  cooperation 
share  of  the  effects  produced;  but  it  will  of  the  nervous  system  is  again  contended 
hardly  be  right  to  do  so  without  considering  for.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  some 
what  may  be  done  by  each  separately.  It  is  local  inflammations,  by  which  the  system 
possible  for  pain  to  be  produced,  of  great  is  greatly  disturbed,,  whether  induced  by 
severity  and  duration,  without  such  injury  poison  or  not,  extend  along  the  course  of 
in  the  part  as  materially  to  disturb  the  cir-  the  absorbent  vessels,  as  we  may  see  in  the 
culation  in  it ;  nevertheless,  the  whole  system  case  of  a  dissection-wound,  or  a  common 
will  seem  to  suffer  in  connection  with  it.  whitlow.  It  is  equally  certain  that  inflam- 
Sleep  may  be  banished,  and  a  sense  of  severe  mation  may  extend  along  the  veins  from  the 
distress  produced.  I  may  state,  as  an  ex-  branches  to  the  trunks ;  and  in  witnessing 
ample,  an  instance  which  once  occurred  to  some  of  the  investigations  of  Professor 
myself.  The  fracture  of  my  leg  had  rendered  Alison,  of  Edinbuigh,  I  have  seen  suflldent 
necessary  the  application  of  splints ;  and  it  proof  that  local  inflammation  may  extend 
happened  that  several  days  after  the  acci-  along  the  arteries  in  opposition  to  the  course 
dent,  and  when  the  constitutional  disturbance  of  the  blood.  Besides  these  three  demon* 
arising  from  it  had  very  much  subsided,  one  strable  prooh  that  the  vascular  system  may 
of  the  splints,  without  the  knowledge  of  my  be  involved  in  the  communication  which 
excellent  friend  and  skilful^attendant,  John  takes  place  between  the  part  affected  and  the 
Morgan,  became  to  a  very  trifling  degree  system  generally,  we  may  easily  assure  our- 
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Belv^  of  the  incrnued  heat  extending  along  cumstance  upon  the  point  in  question  ; 

the  limb  from  the  inflamed  parts,  and*  of  the  and  I  deem  it  altogether  unnecessary 

more  aensible  pnUation  in  the  arteries  pro-  to  add  one  word  of  comment  upon  the 

ceeding  to  it— effects  which  are  prompUy  suppression  of  this  latter  fact  by  Dr. 

produced,  and  apparently  m  mtimate  con-  Lee,  in  his  arguments  upon  the  case, 

nection  with  the  production  of  constitutional  rpj^^  grounds,  howeverVof  Dr.  Lee's 

disbelief,  appear,  as  far  as  I  can  make 

them  out,  to  be— 1st,  that  there  was  no 

ANSWKR  TO  BOMB  CRITICISMS  OF  DB.  LSK  ovum  fouud  iu  the  cascs  in  question ; 

ON  2d,  the  circumstantial  evidence  of  im- 

THE  CHARACTERS  OF  EARLY  pre^ation  was  wanting ;  and  3d,  the 

CORPORA  LUTEA.  bodies  have  not  the  characters  of  true 

■o    -o           D                ^M  r\  corpora  lutea.    Cases  first  and  second. 

By  Robert  Paterson,  M.D.  „„  *   -n-    t  «^    u  u^„^  «^«.  «««  ^p  ^ul 

^    .,       ,  ^   w,^.  ^     ._  .          .    .«    .  8ays  Dr.  Lee,  "nave  not  one  of  the 

President  of  the  Edinbnrjfh  Anatomical  Society,  phararfprs  nf  tht*  fniP  nnmuti  IntPnm  »' 

Physician  to  the  Leith  Dispensary  and  cnaracters  01  me  true  corpus  luteum. 

Casualty  Hospital.  Now  the  true  corpus  luteum,  as  laid 
down  by  Dr.  Lee  himself,  is  a  body  of 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  an  oblong  form,  rather  more  than  half 

Sir,  an  inch  in   length,  and  less   than  a 

Mt  attention   has   just    been    drawn  quarter  of  an  incn  in  thickness,  having 

to  a  lecture  of  Br.   Lee's,   contained  a  different  appearance  from  the  stroma 

in    your    journal    of   the    11  th    cur-  of  the  ovary,  and  consisting  of  a  yellow 

rent.    In  that  lecture.   Dr.   Lee    has  substance    enclosing    a    membranous 

made    several    statements    regarding  lining,  from  which  processes  are  sent 

some  observations  on  the  corpus   lu-  out   into    the    yellow    substance    to 

teum,  which  I  some  time  ago  pub-  a  considerable    depth,  and  in    some 

lished  in  a  series  of  papers  in  the  142d,  parts  going  quite  through  it,  to  the 

145th,  and  147th  numbers  of  the  Edin-  stroma  of    the  ovary.      In    the    two 

burgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  cases  w*hich  I  have  recorded,  and  which 

I  deem  it  a  duty  both  to  myself  and  to  Dr.   Lee  avers  have  not  one  of  the 

the  profession  to  correct  some  of  these  characters  of    a  true  corpus  luteum, 

statements  of  Dr.  Lee,  in  order  to  pre-  they  have  actually  all  the  characters 

vent  the  facts  which  I  have  recorded  which  we  have  quoted  above  from  Dr. 

from  being  deliberately  perverted.  Lee's  description,  with  the  exception  of 

The  first  of  my  papers  on  the  sub-  one,  and  that  is  the  colour, 
ject  in  question  reiers  to  the  history  Dr.  Lee  seems  totally  unacquainted 
and  characters  of  the  early  corpus  with  the  change  of  colour  which  the 
luteum,  and  it  is  chiefly  to  it  that  Dr.  true  corpus  luteum  undergoes  from  its 
Lee's  remarks  refer.  Dr.  Lee  donbts  very  early  to  its  mature  state ;  such  a 
whether  three  of  these  bodies  that  I  change  of  colour,  however,  can  be 
have  described  and  figured  in  the  re  tidily  traced  in  the  lower  animals,  as 
ovary  as  true  early  corpora  lutea,  are  well  as  in  early  corpora  lutea  of  the 
so;  and  observes,  as  to  one  of  the  cases,  human  subject.  Dr.  Lee,  indeed,  ob- 
that  it  is  "  certain  that  she  had  never  jcets  altogether  to  anjr  analogy  being 
been  pregnant,  and  that  a  ti-ne  corpus  deduced  from  observations  on  the  cor- 
luteum  could  not  be  found  in  the  ova-  pus  luteum  of  the  lower  animals  ;  and 
rium,"  because,  says  Dr.  Lee,  quoting  although,  in  the  early  part  of  the  same 
the  words  of  my  report  "  the  woman  lecture,  he  mentions  a  host  of  facts 
had  been  eight  years  married,  and  had  drawn  from  experiments  on  the  lower 
had  no  family.''  Dr.  Lee  does  not  animals,  and  makes  deductions  from 
think  proper  to  add  the  other  circum-  them,  he  will  not  hear  of  it  being^  re- 
stance,  which  I  have  especially  men-  ferred  to  as  to  any  anatomical  point ; 
tioned,  that  there  was  every  reason  to  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  inference  is  in- 
believe  that  this  woman,  immediately  disputably  just,  as  the  same  process 
previous  to  her  death,  which  was  must  take  place  in  both,  the  anatomy 
ascribed  to  mal-treatment  by  her  hus-  of  the  Graafian  vesicle  being  the  same 
band,  had  proved  faithless  to  him,  and  in  both  ;  and  it  has  been  used  as  such 
been  cohabiting  with  another  man.  from  De  Graaf  down  to  Dr.  Lee. 
Every  one  who  knows  ought  of  the  It  is  but  proper  to  add,  that  Dr.  Lee 
history  of  impregnation  wul  at  once  considers  the  bodies,  which  I  have  de- 
see  the  important  bearing  of  this  cir-  scribed  as  not  true  corpora  lutea  in 
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one  other  particular,  and  in  maintain-  pleting  his  observations  on  the  tubular 

ing  which  he  is  peculiar.     Dr.   Lee  structure  of  the  true  decidua,  and  were 

avers  that  every  true  corpus  luteum  considered  by  him,  as  well  as  by  Dra. 

contains  within  it  the  two  membranes  John  Reid,  Simpson,  and  Thomson, 

of  the  Graafian  vesicle,  from  the  circum-  as  Dossessing    all  the   characterizin|^ 

stance  of  his  being  able  to  divide  the  marxs  of  true  decidua ;  and,  indeed,  it 

lining  membrane  of  the  cavity  of  the  w^as  the  decidual  membrane  of  my  4th 

corpus  luteum  in  to  two  layers;' but  every  figure    that    Dr.    Sharpey    chose    to 

one  who  is  conversant  with  the  late  his-  delineate  in  his  note  to  Miiller's  Phv- 

tory  of  obstetric  anatomy  in  this  coun-  siology  (translation),  as  exhibiting  tne 

try,  must  know,  that  when  it  is  re-  structure  of  this  membrane  very  dis- 

ouired  to  support  any  particular  hypo-  tinctly  marked. 

uiesis,  it  is  possible  to  divide  single  With  a  true  corpus  luteum,  then,  in 

membranes  into  layers,   to  deny   the  the  ovary — a  true  decidual  membrane 

existence   of   vessels  in  parts  where  in  the  uterus — is  Dr.  Lee  entitled  to 

every  one  else  sees  them,  and  to  find  say  that  here  conception  had  not  oc- 

nerves  where  nobody  else    can  find  curred  ?    I  speak  not  of  impregnation, 

tiiem.     In  several  preparations  of  hu-  but  conception, 

man  corpora  lutea  wnich  are  in  my  Dr.  Lee,  from  the  reasoning  he  has 

fossession,  I  could  demonstrate  to  Dr.  adduced  in  the  early  part  of  the  same 
lee,  that  the  thick  layer  of  lymph,  lecture,  drawn  from  the  lower  animals 
which  is  enclosed  within  some  early  as  well  as  the  human  being,  knows 
corpora  lutea,  could  be  torn  into  nume-  that  the  ovum  is  a  certain  length  of 
rous  layers,  instead  of  the  two  which  time  in  reaching  the  uterus ;  and  Dr. 
Dr.  Lee  mentions,  and  also  that  besides  Lee  must  be  perfectly  aware  that  cases 
there  is  an  external  membranous  cover-  from  time  to  time  occur  afifording  an  op- 
ing to  the  substance  of  the  corpus  portunitv  of  inspecting  these  parts  be- 
luteum.  tween  the  period  of  conception  and 

Those  bodies,  then,  which  Dr.  Lee  that  at  which  the  ovum  reaches  the 
states  have  not  one  of  the  characters  of  uterus.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  ad- 
true  corpora  lutea,  strange  as  it  may  duce  a  case  in  point,  which  was  de- 
appear,  answer  precisely  to  his  own  tailed  by  Dr.  Allen  Thomson,  in  his 
description  of  those  parts.  lectures  on  embryology,  last  summer. 

But  to   return   to   his    objections.  Dr.  Allen  Thomson's  name,  in  points 

First,  there  was  no  ovum  found  in  the  connected  with  embryology,  is  univer- 

eases  in  (question ;  and  tec&nd,  the  cir-  sally  allowed  to  be  unquestionable ; 

cumstantial  evidence  of  impregnation  and  he  exhibited  a  recent  case  where 

was  wanting.  the  date  of  conception  was  precisely 

"  The  proof  of  conception  having  known,  and  where  death  took  place 

taken  place,"  says    Dr.  Lee,    "  was  exactly  three  weeks  after  that  event ; 

wanting."      "  A  membrane   like  the  and  yet,  although  there  was  a  corpus 

decidua  has  been  met  with  when  there  luteum  in  the  ovary  (very  similar  in 

was  no  pregnancy ,  or  has  been  expelled  appearance  to  my  2d  fig.),  which  he 

in  dysmenorrhcea."  considered  as  a  true  one,  and  a  ded- 

Although  there  was  no  ovum  found  dual  membrane  in  the  uterus,  which 

in  the  cases  in  (}uestion,  we  cannot  ad-  bore  all   the  characters  of  the  true 

mit  Dr.  Lee's  inference  that  the  cir-  membrane,  yet  no  ovum  was  found  in 

cumstantial  evidence  of  impregnation  the  uterus. 

was  wanting.   The  ovary  was  enlarged.  But,  indeed,  I  cannot  but  feel  ho- 

and  contained  a  body  answering  the  noured  at  having  mv  opinions  on  the 

destription  of  the  true  corpus  luteum^  subject  of  the  corpus  luteum  questioned 

as  given  by  Dr.  Lee  himself;    The  ute-  by  Dr.  Lee  in  the  same  page  in  which 

rus  was  enlarged,  and  contained  a  soft  he  questions  the  accuracy  of  the  opi- 

decidual  mexxiDrane.     It  was  unneces-  nions  of  Professor  Baer,  of  Eonings- 

sary,  in  my  observations  on  the  corpus  berg,  the  first  embryologist  of  the  pre- 

luteum  alone,  to  state  the  grounds  for  sent  day.    Dr.  Lee  obviously  treats  his 

believing  the  membranes  found  within  opinions  with  as  little  respect  as  he 

the  uterus  to  be  truly  decidual.    I  now,  has  done  mine,  for  he  says  tnat  Ftofes- 

however,  beg  to  state,  that  these  de-  sor  Baer  hSs  promulgated  erroneous 

cidual  membranes  were  examined  by  views  respecting  the  true  corpus  lu- 

Dr.  Sharpey,  of  London,  when  com-  teum ;  in  fact,  tnat  he  mistook  a  false 
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for  a  true  corpus  luteam :  statements  were  carrying  on  your  researches  into 

which  are  looked  upon  as  strong  when  the  structure  of  the  corpus  luteum,  and 

used  on  ordinary  occasions,  but  cer-  which  were  described  and  figured  by 

tainly  especially  strong  when  used«  to  you  in  a  paper  in  the  142d  number  of 

denounce  the  opinions  of  one  of  the  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 
most  accurate  physiologists  of  paodem  .Journal.     The  corpora  lutea  found  in 

times.  these  three  cases  are   those  marked 

But  seeing,  Mr.  Editor,  that  Dr.  Lee  fi^.  3,  4,  and  5,  in  the  delineations 

cannot  recognise  the  true  corpus  lu-  given  in  the  paper  referred  to. 

teum  in  its  earlier  stages,  when  deli-  I  have  no  nesitation  in  stating,  that 

neated    by  Baer,    or   when  carefully  I  do  not  entertain  the  smallest  doubt 

figured  by  myself  from  recent  prepa-  that  these  were  true  corpora  lutea.   No 

rations,  may  we  not  as  justly  question  one,  I  should  imagine,  who  had  an  op- 

whether    Dr.    Lee    himself    actually  portunity  of  examining  the  two  last 

knows  a  true  corpus  luteum  P  And  cer-  cases,  could  entertain   any  suspicion 

tainly,  if  no  ovarian  body  is  a  true  that  an  embryo  was  not  present  in  the 

corpus  luteum  but  that  which  is  lined  uterus  in  both  ,*  and  though  the  ovaries 

by  a  double  membrane,  it  will,  I  fear,  were  very  minutely  and    thoroughly 

be  difficult  for  any  one  to  present  him  examined,  no  other  appearance  at  all 

with  a  genuine  specimen,  unless  they  resemblinff  a  corpus  luteum  was  to  be 

have  previously  taken  the  trouble  to  observed,besidesthose  which  you  have 

cut  the  single  contained  lymphy  mem-  delineated.     With  regard  to  the  first 

bnme  into  two  layers,  and  into  two  of  these  three  cases,   though  no  im- 

layers  only.  pregnated  ovum  could  be  detected,  yet 

'These  remarks  have  already  extend-  altogether,  apart  firom  the  appearances 
ed  much  further  than  I  expected;  I  presented  by  the  corpus  luteum,  the 
shall  therefore  allow  the  subjoined  microscopic  examination  of  the  mem- 
letter  of  Professor  John  Reid,  of  St.  brana  decidua  lining  the  inner  surface 
Andrew's  (who  has  devoted  much  at-  of  the  uterus  has  rally  satisfied  my 
tention  to  the  subject,  and  on  whose  mind,  at  least,  that  the  female  from 
masterly  powers  of  observation  on  ana-  whom  it  was  procured  had  been  lately 
tomical  points  the  medical  profession  impregnated. 

of  Great  Britain  has  justly  placed  so  You  are  perfectly  correct  in  stating, 

much  confidence),  to  confirm  what  has  that  we  frequently  examined  together 

been  said,  and  to  answer  some  of  the  fine  sections  of  the  mucous  memorane 

remaining  criticisms  of  Dr.  Lee.  of  the  uterus  in  the  two  first  of  these 

Trusting  that  Dr.  Lee  will  at  some  preparations,  which  are  still  in  my  pos- 

fnture  period,  on  a  full  reconsideration  session  ;    that   the   tubular  structure 

of  the  subject,  see  reason  to  change  his  lately  described  by  Dr.  Sharpey  was 

anatomicid  opinions  on  the  corpus  lu-  distinctly  observed ;  and  that  tnese  two 

teum,  as  he  has  already  changed  his  preparations  were  among  those  which 

published  anatomical  opinions  on  other  I  placed  at  Dr.    Sharpey's  disposal, 

questions  connected  with  obstetric  ana-  when  he  was  investigating  the  mode  in 

tomy,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  which  the  membrana  deciduals  formed. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  I  have  also  in  my  possession  the  uterus 

RoBT.  Pater  SON,  M.D.  of  the  case  which  you  describe  imme- 

Leitli,  Kov.  »7, 1842.  diatcly  after  that  furnished  you  by  Dr. 

^           """      ^.,      _  Simpson,  without  giving  the  delineation 

Letter  from  Professor  Retd  to  Dr.  ^f  ^f^^  corpus  luteum,  and  I  have  also 

Paterson.  no  hesitation  in  stating,  from  micro- 

My  dear  sir, — As  I  receive  the  Me-  scopic  examination,  that  its  inner  sur- 

DicAL  Gazette  in  monthlv  parts,  arid  face  was  covered   with  a  membrana 

not  in  weekly  numbers,  I  have  not  yet.  decidua. 

had  an  ^portunity  of  seeing  the  lee-  With  regard  to  the  question   whe- 

ture  of  Dr.  Lee,  to  which  you  refer  in  thcr  or  not  Dr.  Thomson  was  correct 

your  letter  of  yesterday.  in    stating  that  there  was  a  central 

I  have,  however,  no  difficulty  in  p^v-  cavity  in  the  corpus  luteum  delineated 

ing  explicit  answers  to  the  questions  in   Tig.   4,  there  can  be  no    doubt, 

you  put  to  me,  in  as  far  as  these  regard  as  any  one  may  readilv  satisfy  him- 

the  three  preparations  which  I  subf  self  by    looking    at    the  preparation 

mitted  to  your  examination  when  you  in    my    possession,  that  there  could 
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be  none.  I  feel  fully  satisfied  that  and  courteous  criticism,  and  that  con- 
all  that  Dr.  Thomson  meant  by  seauently,  although  erroneous,  they 
stating  that  there  was  a  central  ca-  dia  not  merit  a  refutation ;  but  some 
vity,  (and  in  this  he  was  perfectly  cor-  friends  have  considered  that,  in  justice 
rect,)  was,  that  the  true  texture  of  the  to  Mr.  Partridge's  character  as  well  as 
corpus  luteum  occupied  the  surface  ot  my  own,  I  was  bound  to  set  Dr.  Knox 
the  body  only,  and  did  not  extend  right  ifi  this  matter, 
through  the  centre.  The  yellow  pli-  Not  being  a  member  of  the  Medico- 
cated  structure' was  confined  to  the  cir-  Chirurgical  Society,  I  requested  my 
cumference,  forming  a  kind  of  sac,  the  friend  Mr.  Partridge  to  communicate 
centre  of  which  was  completely  occu-  my  paper,  of  which,  contrary  to  Dr. 
pied  by  a  reddish-grey  coloured  fibri-  Knox's  insinuations,  he  did  not  origi- 
nous  mass,  exactly  as  you  have  de-  nally  write,  nor  afterwards  alter,  one 
scribed  it.  single  word. 

Having  had  the  best  opportunities  of  With  regard  to  the  woodcut,  had  not 

judging  of  the  correctnce^s  of  the  deli-  Dr.   Knox  been  wilfully  blinded,  he 

neations    and    descriptions  you  have  must  have  perceived  that  the  drawing 

given  of  the  above  cases,  it  is  only  an  related  to  the  firbt  case,  that  of  Joseph 

act  of  simple  justice  on  my  part  to  state,  Cooper,  in  which  the  tendon  is  oe- 

that  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  their  ac-  scribed  as  fyinff  on  the  lesser  tubercle  of 

curacy.     1  do  not  remember  whether  I  the  humerus ;  whereas,  in  the  second, 

had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  it  is  represented  as  having  slipped  over 

corpus  luteum  found  in  Dr.  Simpson's  the  head  of  the  bone,  and  lying  tit  the 

case,  when  in  a  perfectly  recent  state,  inner  and  posterior  part  of  the  joint 

but  I  had  little  doubt,  from  an  exami-  I  regret  that  I  did  not  mention  Dr. 

nation  of  the  uterus,  that  its  inner  Knox's  paper  (published  in  vol.  i.  of  the 

surface  was  covered  with  a  membrana  Medical  Gazette,  and  entitled,  "  Al- 

decidua.— I  remain,  tered  condition  of  that  portion  of  the 

Yours  very  sincerely,  tendon  of  the  biceps  flexor  cubiti  which 

(Signed)  John  Rejd.  passes  into  the  shoulder-joint"),  in  my 

University  of  St.  Andrew's,  brief  allusion  to  the  form  of  injury  of 

Nov.  25. 1843.  which  it  chiefly  treats ;  but  rupture  of 

the  bicipital  tendon  was  not  the  subject 


ON  DISLOCATED  TENDON  OF  THE  of  my  memoir,  and  I  only  gave  to  it  an 

BICEPS.  incidental  notice  ;  whereas  dislocaiion 

of  the  tendon,  which  it  was  the  object 

*n»  jx    17JM       ^jt    .x  J-    in,     ii  of  my  cases  to  illustrate,  is  not  even 

To  the  Ed.lor  </  the  Med,cal  Gazette.  ^^/^  j„  j,^  Knox's  pal«r,  although 

^'*»  in  his  recent  remarks  he  says— 
In   your  journal   of  November  11th,        •' In  1827  I  published  in  the  London 

there  is  a  paper  by  Dr.  Knox  on  the  Medical  (Jazette  an  account  of  seve- 

«*  abrasion  of  diarthrodial  cartilages  by  ral  dissections  of  shoulder-joints,  which 

friction,"  in  which  he  comments  on  a  had  evidently  suffered  some  severe  in- 

communication  of  mine  published  in  jury  during  the  life  of  the  person;'*  and 

vol.  xxiv.  of  the  Medico- Chirurgical  referring  to  these  cases,  he  continues. 

Transactions,  and  accuses  me,  or  rather  *•  I  ventured  to  draw  the  conclusion  that 

Mr.  Partridge,  in  a  note  which,  as  he  in  some,  at  least,  there  had  been  rup- 

justly  observes,  is  unworthy  of  the  text,  ture    or  dislocation    of  the    bicipital 

and,  he  might  have  added,  of  himself,  tendon." 

of  intentionally  concealing  the  priority  I  trust  this  statement  wall  prove  to 
of  his  own  observations  on  dislocated  Dr.  Knox,  that  I  have  not  even  en- 
tendon  of  the  biceps.  croached  upon  his  subject,  much  less 
I  should  not  have  allowed  two  op-  "  made  use  of  his  property,"  on  which, 
portunities  to  pass  in  the  weekly  pub-  indeed,  one  might  inadvertently  tres- 
lication  of  your  journal,  had  I  intended  pass,  while  the  Doctor  allows  to  his 
from  the  first  to  have  replied  to  Dr.  claims  such  extensible  limits  as  appears 
Knox's  remarks ;  but  it  seemed  to  me  from  the  preceding  paragraph, 
that  the  prejudiced  spirit  in  which  they  I  think  it  unnecessary,  in  conclusion, 
were  written  was  sufficiently  stamped  to  do  more  than  advert  to  the  captioua 
upon  them  to  prevent  their  receiving  tone  of  Dr.  Knox's  remarks.  1  aUri- 
the  attention  which  is  due  only  to  calm  buted  it  at  first  to  some  personal  mis- 


)rth  recording  in  your  useful  periodi-    ?^'  ^^^  rest  during    the  night ;  ten- 

I,  its  insertion  wirf  much  oblige  f  ^^^^^  ^^  abdomen  increased,  parUcu- 

Your  obedient  serv^t.  ^^rly  over  the  epigastrium ;   vomiting 
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understanding   between    himself  and  some  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  1  ab- 

Mr.  Partridge ;   but  I  learn  from  the  stracted  sixteen  ounces  of  blood  from 

latter  gentleman  that  his  slight  inter-  the  arm,  which  relieved  him  for  a  time. 

course  with  Dr.  Knox  has  always  been  The  man  acknowledged  having  eaten  a 

of  the  most  friendly  character*.  large  quantity  of  sloes  on  the  day  pre- 

I  am,  sir,  vious  to  the  attack,  which,  no  doubt. 

Your  obedient  servant,  proved  to  be  the  exciting  cause  of  the 

John  Soden,  J  an.  disease.     Ordered  blue  pill  and  colo- 

Bath,  Not.  39, 1843.  cynth,  with  liquor  opii  sedativus,  in  a 

^ saline  mixture,  every  tw»o  hours;  an 

rt  A  ou.  rfcw  r>ar\r  vn  a  injection  of  wanu  Water ;  mustard  cata- 

CASE  OF  CHOLERA.  plasm  to  the  stomach. 

9  P.M. — The   stomach  continues  to 

Tb  the  Ediitn- qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^ject  the  mixture  and  pilU  directly 

they  are  swallowed,  and  the  consc- 

^'*»  quent  collapse  is  very  great. 

Should  you  deem  the  following  case  J^th,  9  A.M.—Has  not  been  able  to 
worth 
cal. 

Your  obedient  servant,  -.  »  t  ^  j  .  jj...  - 
J.  CoLLiBR,  M.R.CS.  continues  unabated  and,  in  addition, 
„  . ,  „  „  ,».*  there  is  violent  and  continued  hic- 
Bnckley,Nov.80,i843.  coughing:  pulse  120,  and  small.  Or- 
I  was  called,  on  the  10th  of  October,  dered  to  continue  the  mustard  cata- 
1842,  to  attend  David  Townsend,  a  plasms  to  the  stomach,  and  injections 
labourer,  aged  34,  who  had  been  seized  ©f  warm  water  per  rectum  :  medicine 
about  twelve  o'clock  in  the  day  with  to  be  given  every  four  hours,  with 
vomiting  and  purc:ing,  violent  cramps  hyoscyamus  and  capsicum, 
of  the  legs  and  bcUy,  with  chilliness  of  g  p.m.  ~  Decidedly  worse  j  medicines 
the  surface.  The  countenance  looked  still  rejected,  nor  has  any  benefit  been 
anxious,  of  a  livid  colour;  the  eyes  derived,  or  the  bowels  relieved,  from  the 
sunk,  and  surrounded  by  a  dark  circle ;  injections  :  pulse  120.  An  injection  of 
cold  perspiration  on  the  forehead ;  pulse  castor  oil  and  turpentine  was  now  tried 
small,  weak,  and  irregular ;  tongue  in  lieu  of  warm  water,  which  was  for- 
clean,  moist,  and  paler  than  natural ;  cibly  retained  for  fifteen  minutes,  when 
much  thirst,  and  frequently  asks  for  it  was  allowed  to  come  aw^ay,  but  still 
cold  water.  The  evacuations,  which  without  success.  Directly  afterwards 
were  profuse,  looked  exactly  like  rice-  two  pints  of  warm  gruel,  with  an  in- 
water  or  gruel,  and  the  sheet,  although  creased  quantity  of  turpentine  and  oil, 
saturated,  was  not  discoloured  by  them,  were  again  injected,  and  forcibly  re- 
Viewing  this  case  as  one  resembling  tained  for  twenty  minutes,  when  it  came 
the  Asiatic  cholera,  and  having  seen  away  without  any  admixture  of  stool,  as 
three  cases  similar  to  it  in  the  neigh-  ^\\  the  others  had  done.  He  was  now 
bourhood  (one  of  which  proved  fatal  on  taken  out  of  bed,  and  laid  prostrate  on 
the  fourth  day),  I  gave  him  a  full  dose  the  room  floor,  in  a  comiilete  state  of 
ofbrandy  with  opium,  which  remained  nudity,  when  several  gallons  of  cold 
on  the  stomach,  applied  warmth  to  the  water  were  dashed  upon  the  abdomen 
body,  and  the  limbs  to  be  constantly  from  a  height  of  several  feet.  Directly 
rubbed.  Calomel  and  opium,  with  afterwards  he  was  placed  in  bed,  and 
effervescing  medicine,  to  be  taken  every  well  wrapped  up.  The  following  mix- 
two  hours.  ture  ordered : — 

1 1th,  8  A.M.— Diarrhcea  has  ceased,  „  «  i  *    »#           o  i  u    ^  •••       a  -j 

but  the  vomiting  and  spasms  continue ;  ^  ^Y'  ^"?"^  ^.'"^P^  Vt^'^Ji^' '  •  *? 

feels  warmer  j  pulse  lOO;  has  notslept,  Hydrocyanci,  irixij.     M.  ft    mujtura 

nor  passed  aiy  urine,  since  yesterday ;  J^^f '  ^^'  "J'  ^^'  ^^^  ^^"^"" 


bladder  not  mstended.     There  being 


13th,  9  A.M.— Has  not  vomited  since 


•  We  did  not  Uke  to  decUne  Mr.  Soden't  letter,  the  cold  water  dash,  and  commencing 
but  he  wiU  peroeWe  that  we  have  omitted  one  the  last  mixture.  Bowels  slightly  re- 
sentence, u  It  did  not  appewr  to  us  calculated  to  , .  ,  ._  .v  ^  «>:.a»*  ^.ri.int Anun^o  t^nlro 
do anygSMd.— So.  Gaz.  lieved  in  the  nignt ;  countenance  looks 

784.-XXXI.  2  B 
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better  j  pulse  86,  and  moderately  full,  lion,  and  n^y,  pro^Wy,  now  that  the 

Mixture  continued,  and  the  following  Vaccination  Act  has  come  into  opera- 

pilU  in  addition  :-  tion  be  considered  as  the  most  formi- 

«  «      r,  ,      ^         .%..      TT  ,    <^. ,  dable  of  all  the  exanthemata.     Whe- 

R  Ext.  Coloc.  Comp.  dij. ;   Hyd.  Chlo-  ^j^^^  ^j^j^  ^^  ^^^^  f^^^         increased 

nd.  gr.  xiT.;  Pjilv.  Opii,  gr.  ij.     M.  ^^^^^^     j^  j^e  i^ature  of   scarlatina 

ft.  mai^a  et  m  pil.  ^-^^^^^^^  q»*-  itself,  or  whether  it  happens  from  the 

mUturT  circumstance    of  a  Urge  number    of 

delicate  constitutions,  which  formerly 

8  P.M.— Peels  decidedly  better ;  the  would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  its  ravaged, 

bowels  having  been  copiously  relieved  i^ing  now  left  to  the  inroads  of  other 

of  a  quantity  of  offensive  green  matter  diseases,  amon^  which    scarlatina  is 

during  the  day  j  able  to  tcike  some  tea  one  of  the  principal,  it  is  not  my  object 

and  gri^el  with  comfort.  at  the  present  time  to  inquire.     1  am 

14th.— Bowels  have  been  again  acted  desirous  of  drawing  the  attention  of 

upon ;  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  sub-  your  readers  to  one  of  the  most  serious 

siding  {    the  hiccough  continues  very  lesions  occurring  in  the  course  of  the 

severe  and  frequent.    Medicines  con-  disease,  w^ith  the  hone  of  suggesting  a 

tinned.  mode  of  treatment  tnat  may  moderate, 

15th.  —  Is  considerably  improved;  or,  in  some  cases,  remove  the  danger, 

hiccough  entirely  gone,  and  tenderness  Much  importance  has  always  been 

of  the  abdomen  considerably  better,  attached  to  the  throat  symptoms,  but 

Medicines  continued.  latterly  the    formidable  character  of 

l6th.— Continues  improving.  this  complication,  or  rather  integral 

18th. — Tenderness  of  abdomen  en-  part,  of  scarlet  fever,  has  been  more 

tirely  gone;    stomach  perfectly  tran-  than  ever  insisted  on.     In  the  anginose 

quil ;  bowels  moved.    A  large  vesicle  variety,  it  is  well  known  to  be  one  of 

has  made  its  appearance  where  the  the  earliest,  and  throughout  the  most 

cataplasm  was  applied,  together  with  marked   and   dangerous   part  of  the 

eruptions,  which  are  very  tender  and  disorder.    The  evils  produced  by  the 

Ij^nful,  caused  probably  by  the  fnc-  throat  disorder  are  difficulty  of  swal- 

tions  that  had  been  used.    To  apply  lowing,  violent  cough,  disturbance  of 

couunon  poultices.  the  cerebral  circulation,  so  as  to  cause 

21st.— Convalescent.  Ordered  a  mix-  severe  headache  or  even  delirium,  and 

tui:e  of  Quina  c.  Infus.  Aurant.  Comp.  the  patient  is  distressed  beyond  mea- 

terdiesumend.    To  have  mutton-chop,  ^ure  by  the  continued  effort  to  expel 

and  wine,  &c.  the  glutinous  secretion  which  collects 

28.— He  gradually  gauis  his  strength,  about  the  fences.    The  inflammatory 

but  is  still  very  weak.    Perstat.  condition,  without  doubt,  afbote  the 

Nov.  8th.— Able  to  come  to  the  sur-  whole  of  the  throat,  but  I  am  df  opi- 

gery,  a  distance  of  four  miles.  aion  that  engorgement  of  the  mucous 

25th. — Has  resumed  his  usual  occu-  membrane,  and  enlargement   of  the 

pation.  tonsils,  have    the  most   considerable 

share  in  producing  the  swelling,  irri- 

ON  THE  lability,  and  morbid  secretion.    It  is 

this  met  which  brimre  me  to  the  point 

PERFORMANCE  OF  TONSILOTOM Y*  of  the  present  paper? 

IN  TBI  I  fully  believe  that  children  who 

ANoiNosB  TARiBTT  OF  SCARLATINA.  Buffcr  to  Buy  cxtcnt  ftom  chrouic  en- 

„    J          ^                .  largement  of  the  tonsils  are    catertM 

By  James  Ybarsl.y.  Surgeon.  paHbuM  very  much  more  likely  to  Ml 

(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette,)  victims   to    scarlatina   than  those  in 

whom  a  healthy  state  of  throat  exists 

Since  the  introduction  of  vaccination,  before  the  accession  of  the  fever, 

scarlatina,  which  we  formerly  held  as  Many  observations  on  my  own  part, 

secondary  in  importance  to  small-pox,  a>nd    inouiries    among    my    medical 

has  gradually  advanced  from  this  posi-  friends,  have  convinced  me  of    the 

— ^^  truth  of  this  positioB.    The  infevence 

•  TonaUotemg  %  term  propoftd  liy  tbe  tnthor  deducible  is  plainly  evident    Children 

ofthepftpertodesiflTiuiteezciBioDoftbctoiMUB.  suffering  (it)m  enlarged  tonsils,  who 
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have  not  had  scarlatina,  uught  to  re-  der  it  therefore  as  proved,  that  enlarged 

ceive  prompt  and  careful  treatment,  tonsils  may    he  excised,  even   when 

with  a  view  to  remove  these  enlarge-  acutely  inflamed.    And  it  is  this  fact 

ments.    I  helieve  that  life  might  often  which  led  me  to  helieve  that  the  ope- 

be  saved  hy  their  excision.     A  case  ration  will  be  of  eminent  service  in  the 

lately  occurred  w^ithin  my  knowlege,  anginose  variety  of  scarlatina,  when 

in  which  scarlatina  attacked  a  child  so  the  urgency  of  the  throat  symptoms 

circumstanced.     The    fauces    became  endangers  life.    To  the  forms  of  ru- 

entirely  blocked  up,  and  the  patient  beola,  in  which  the  throat  becomes 

died  from  suffocation.     It  is  an  every-  afi^ted,  it  may  be  equally  applicable, 

day  occurrence.    A  provincial  surgeon  as  well  as  to  the  early  stages  of  that 

was  consulted  in  two  cases  of  enlarged  disease,  cynanche  laryngea,  in  which 

tonsils ;  an  early  day  was  appointed  for  tonsillary  inflammation  and  enlarge- 

their  excision  ;  before  the  day  arrived,  ment  is  frequently  the  first  symptom, 

scarlatina  attacked  every  member  of  I  may  sum  up  by  observing — 1st, 

the  femily.    All  did  well  except  the  that  the  presence  of  enlarged  tonsils  is 

subjects  of  the  enlarged  tonsils  :  they  an  important  source  of  inconvenience 

died.     It  is  from  facts  such  as  these  and  danger  in  all  affections  of   the 

that  I  am  induced  to  recommend  the  throat,   esi^ecially  in    scarlatina,  and 

trial  of  excision  at  any  period  of  the  more  particularly  in  scarlatina  angi- 

fever.     To  say  the  least  of  such  treat-  nosa,  its  most  fatal  variety ;  M,  that  it 

ment,  it  oflers  quite  as  good  a  chance  as  would  be  a  great  preservative  against 

laryngotomy  does,  in  obstruction  of  the  the  mortality  of  scarlatina,  if  tonsillarv 

larynx.    It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  enlargements    were  always    removed 

strangulation  from  closure  of  the  fauces  either  by  medical  or  surgical  means 

often  happens  as  a  purely  local  affec-  from  children,  and  even  adults,  who 

tion,  while  impediments  to  the  passage  have  not  passed  through  this  fever; 

of  air  through  the  larynx  are  gene-  dd,  that  where  this  has  not  been  done, 

rally   complicated  with   bronchial  or  the  danger  may  be  in  great  measure 

pulmonary  disease,  which  materially  obviated  by    performing    tonsilotomy 

lessens  the  chances  of  the  success  of  an  during  the  actual  presence  of  scarla- 

operation.  tina,  or  any  disease  of  the  throat  threat- 

From  the  rather  exclusive  nature  of  ening  suffocation,  and  that  no  injury 

my  own  practice,  I  have  not  as  yet  whatever  is  at  all  likely  to  follow  the 

been  able  to  test  the  success  of  tonsi-  operation,  if   performed  under  these 

lotomy  in  sc;<r]arina,   and   although,  circumstances. 

through  the  kindness  of  many  medi-  Such  facts  as  I  may  be  able  to  collect, 

cal  friends, 'opportunities  will  probably  whether  favourable  or  unfavourable  to 

immediately  be  afforded  me  of  veri-  my  views,  shall,  with  your  permission, 

fjriufi^  or  annulling  the  views  here  deve-  be  laid  before  your  readers  in  another 

loped,  still  the  prevalence  of  scarlatina  and  an  early  communication, 

at  this  moment  scarcely  justifies  me  in  15,  stTilie  Row,  Nov.  29, 18«. 

withholding  those  views,  strengthened       

as  they  are  by  eaf^es  greatly  analogous.  ~ 

Some  time  ago  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  or  BOOKS 

show  to  the  profession  generally  that  

which  was  previously  Known   among 

them  to  a  very  limited  extent,  namely,  "''•*-n«ru,rt^??TAS2S.'ST^'"" 

that  tonsilotomy,  in  ordinary  circum-  

stances,  might  be  performed  with  per-  ^              .    .  «/       •             i      rr 

feet  safety,  almost  without  pain,  and  ^   '^''"f"''''/^  Ireatise  on  the  Hummn 

without  haemorrhage,  generally  not  a  i''*^*  *  «*^«"«^  '**  Gaiun  of  thnr 

teaspoonful  of  blood  escaping.     More  Dettruction,  imd  the  Metntof  their 

recently  I  have  had  cases  of  cata.rii,  ^''^^l*^-   ^y.^^*^"^?^*?,^ 

and  severe  sore-throat,  where  enlarged  ^^'^  «^*-    ^on<ion,  Cborehfll. 

tonsils  were  present,  acutely  inflamed,  PP'  ***• 

and  threatening  sufibcation,  in  which  The  flictofa  book  having  gone  through 

excision  probably  saved  the  lives  of  the  three  editions  is  not  a  trifling  argument 

patients,  and  in  which  also,  the  loss  of  in  its  favonr ;  for  we  hold  it  to  be  un- 

Wsod  was  no  more  than,  under  the  cir-  usual  for  a  medical  work  to  have  a  le- 

cumstances,  was  desirable.    I  consi-  gitimate  sale  to  such  an  extent  without 
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8ome  inherent  merit  to  sustain  and  perfectly  sound,  and  in  accordance  with 

recommend  it.  the  rules  of  common  sense  and  ex- 

As  its  title-pa^e  signifies,  this  work  perience:  for  we  cannot  imagine  a  dis- 

is  purely  a  practical  one,  having  for  its  ease,  which  owes  its  origin  and  progress 

object  a  very  simple    elucidation   of  to  inflammation,  to  be  susceptible  of 

the  cause  and    prevention   of  caries,  alteration  or  cure  by  means  which,  of 

Though  there   are    many  interesting  all  others,  are  most  calculated  to  cson- 

anatomical  ani  physiological  observa-  tribute  to  such  action.    But  when  the 

tions  throughout  its  pages,  the  volume  cause  is  purely  chemical,  and  owing^ 

is  chiefly,  and  most  importantly,  occu-  primarily  to  a  defect  of  structure,  it  is 

pied  with  a  discussion  of  the  nature  not  irrational  to  suppose  that  mechani- 

and  treatment  of  the  diseases  to  which  cal  treatment  will  arrest  or  remedy  it. 

the  teeth  are  liable.     Prior  to  the  ap-  It  is  on  this  ground  that  we  think  the 

Searance  of  the  first  edition  of  Mv'  practical  application  of  Mr.  Robertson's 

obertson's  treatise,  in  1835,  the  pre-  theory  particularly  valuable.  Believing, 

vailing  opinions  concerning  caries  of  as  he  does,  that  inflammation  is  not  the 

the  teeth  were  those  of  Fox  and  Bell ;  cause  of  caries,  but  the  consequence  of 

the  former  maintaining  that  the  dis-  it,  and  dependent  upon  the  influence  of 

ease  consists  in  an  inflammation  of  the  atmospheric  and  other  agencies  upon 

bony  substance  of  the  crown  of  a  tooth,  the  lining  membrane  of  a  tooth,  he 

which  secondarily  afiects  the   lining  urges  the  necessity  of  removing  any 

membrane  of  the  organ,  causing  its  decay  that  may  be  apparent,  before  ike 

separation,  and  a  consequent  decompo-  occurrence  of  pain ;  for  after  its  com- 

sition  of  the  solid  parts;  the  latter  in-  men  cement  there  is  little  hope  of  a 

sisting  that  caries  commences  in  in-  permanent  remedy.    He  insists  upon 

flammation  of  the  bone  immediately  the  propriety  of   constantly   using  a 

under  the  enamel,  from  which,  he  says,  tooth-brush,  so  that  any  particles  of 

the  tooth,  owing  to  its  imperfect  vitali-  decomposing  food  may  be  removed ; 

zation,  cannot  recover,  and  death  and  and  of  an  occasional  inspection  of  the 

decay  are  the  consequence.  teeth  by  a  dentist,  that  any  lurking 

Mr.  Robertson,  on  the  other  hand,  decay  may  be  arrested.    He  tells  us 

maintains  that  the  remote  cause  of  de-  that  these  suggestions  have  wrought  a 

struction  of  the  teeth  is  the  decompo-  considerable  oiange  in  his  own  prac- 

sition  of  food  which  lodges  in  the  in-  tice — that  people  now  apply  to  nave 

terstices  between  them.  caries  arrested,  rather   tnan  to  have 

The  inflammatory  theory,  then,  is  to  teeth  removed  in  consequence  of  its 

the  effect  that  the  teeth  decompose  by  ravages  ;   and  he    maintains  that,    if 

vital  action,  commencing  in  their  in-  this  plan  were  universallyncted  upon, 

terior,  and  proceeding  to  their  surface,  tooth-ache  would  be  comparatively  un- 

Our  author's  theory  is  exactly  the  oppo-  known,  and  the  organs  would  be  pre- 

site,  namely,   that   decay  begins    by  served  in  beauty  and  usefulness  to  liie 

chemical  action  upon  the  surfaces  of  remotest  period  of  life, 

the  teeth,  and  proceeds  to  their  interior.  We  cannot  but  concur  in  our  author's 

and  that  inflammation  is  the  conse-  theory,  and  we  cordially  recommend 

qiience,  and  not  the  cause,  of  caries,  the  work  to  all  who  may  feel  interested 

His  arguments  are  chiefly  derived  from  in  its  contents. 

the  fact,  that  the  teeth  decay  only  in  

such  situations  as  are  favourable  for  """^      '                                   =^ 

the  lodgment    and    decomposition  of  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

food,  and  never  upon  their  smooth  and 

even  surfaces ;  from  their  decaying  in  Friday ^  December  9,  1842. 

pairs,  and  at  particular  periods  of  Efe  ;  

from  the  ready  relief  which  filling  and 

filing  afibrd,  if  decay  be  not  too  far  "  Licet  omnibus.  Ucet  etiam  mihi,  dif^iuteni 

advMiced  •  from  the  dis^afie  commptir  ^^*^  Mediea  tueri ;  potestaa  modo  veniendi  in 

aavancea ,  irom  me  aisease  commenc-  publicum  sit.  dicendi  periculum  non  recu»o.»» 

ing  externally  and  proceeding  inwards,  Cicsmo. 

and  never  conversely;   and  from  the  

circumstance,  that  artificial  teeth  are  popcpKT  statf  m?  PPiQnisiQ 

liable  to  the  same  species  of  destruction  I'RESENT  STATE  OF  PRISONS. 

as  natural  ones.  ''  Rome,"  says  the  adage,  "  was  not 

These  arguments  we  apprehend  to  be  built  in  a  day  j"  and  it  would  appear, 
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from  the  Reports  before  us*,  that  prison 
discipline  cannot  be  built  up  in  half  a 
century.  Since  the  time  of  Howard, 
the  state  of  oar  prisons  has  constantly 
occupied  thinking  men ;  yet,  in  many 
instances,  it  is  still  below  any  thing 
which  could  have  been  reasonably  an- 
ticipated. We  do  not  speak  of  small 
faults, 

qnu  aut  incuria  fudit, 
Aut  hnmana  pariim  cavit  natnra, 

but  of  huge  enormous  defects,  piled 
upon  one  another,  like  Ossa  upon 
Pelion.  And,  though  so  palpable  and 
so  flagrant,  that  to  be  hated  they  need 
but  to  be  seen,  in  many  places  they 
are  continued  from  year  to  year,  in 
spite  of  exposure  and  remonstrance — 
here  to  save  fifty  pounds,  and  there  to 
gratify  some  crank  of  tlie  visiting 
magistrates.  Among  the  strange  things 
still  existing,  we  may  mention  damp 
ill-ventilated  cells ;  the  use  of  chains, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  insecurity 
of  some  jails ;  and  diet  tables  far  below 
scurvy  point.  Captain  Williaras,  in 
his  Report  on  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
District,  has  some  just  observations  on 
the  diet  of  prisons.  It  is  commonly 
assumed  that  the  diet  of  a  House  of 
Correction  should  be  inferior  to  that  of 
the  labouring  population  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Accordingly,  in  agricultural 
districts,  where  the  poor  eat  very  little 
meat,  the  prison  dietary  contains  less, 
or  sometimes  none.  But  how  g^reat  is 
the  difference  between  the  ploughman, 
with  the  sky  above  and  the  breeze 
around  him,  enlivened  by  cheerful  in- 
tercourse with  his  fellows,  and  indulged 
with  a  certain  choice  in  diet  and  action, 
and  the  same  man  pent  up  in  a  cold 
narrow  cell,  depressed  by  admonition 
and  coercion,  and  left  with  a  pound  of 
oakum  for  his  companion !  Why,  beef 
and|ale  would  scarcely  bring  up  such  a 

*  Seventh  Report  of  the  InB])ector8  of  Prisons. 
II.  Northern  and  Eastern  District.  III.  Southern 
and  Western  District.  IV.  Prisons  of  Scotland, 
&c.  Presented  to  l>oth  Houses  by  Command  of 
Her  Miyesty.    184S. 


prisoner  to  his  out-of-door  level!  A 
long  course  of  bread  and  gruel  is 
followed  by  diarrhoea  and  scurvy. 

"  I  scarcely  recollect,"  says  Captain 
Williams,  "  an  instance  of  scurvy  being 

Erevalent  in  a  prison,  but  where  it  might 
e  distinctly  traced  to  a  want  of  variety 
in  the  diet,  and  its  deficiency  in  nutri- 
tive qualities." 

The  reason,  of  course,  which  has 
brought  prison  dietaries  so  low,  has 
been  the  fear  of  encouraging  crime  by 
too  comfortable  a  mode  of  living,  in  the 
place  of  punishment.  But  though  this 
danger  is  not  to  be  lost  sight  of,  it  is  by 
no  means  an  imminent  one ;  the  rustic 
culprit  regrets  the  liberty  of  ranging 
over  hill  and  dale ;  while  your  town 
thief  would  not  exchange  the  fetid 
luxury  of  Dyot  Street  for  the  nitid 
walls  and  spotless  floors  of  the  most 
exemplary  prison. 

In  some  jails  the  diet  is  so  destruc- 
tively low  that  it  obviously  cannot  be 
adhered  to  in  long  imprisonments. 
Thus,  in  the  Derby  County  Jail  and 
House  of  Correction,  the  daily  allow- 
ance is  24  ounces  of  bread,  four  ounces 
of  oatmeal  made  into  two  quarts  of 
gruel  (one  for  breakfast,  and  the  other 
for  supper),  and  one  pound  of  potatoes 
for  dinner,  and  half  an  ounce  of  salt. 
It  is  clear  that  this  dietary  is  in  direct 
contradiction  of  the  llth  rule  of  the 
4th  of  Geo.  IV.,  which  enacts,  "  that 
every  prisoner  shall  be  allowed  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  plain  and  wholesome 
foodr 

This  starving  code  is  practically  mi- 
tigated by  the  surgeon,  who  commonly 
orders  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  meat 
(daily?)  for  those  who  have  been  ten 
months  in  the  prison  ;  but  every  one 
will  agree  with  Capt.  Williams,  that  the 
diet-table  ought  to  be  re-constructed. 
In  the  Lincoln  City  Jail  and  House  of 
Correction,  sea-scurvy  made  its  appear- 
ance among  the  prisoners.    A  woman, 


374  PRESENT  STATE  OF  PRISONS. 

for  example,  had  swelling  of  the  gums,  tion,  and  the  monotony  of  the  diet.  It 
petechis,  and  an  almost  insupportable  is  not  stated  whether  these  recommen- 
odour  from  the  mouth.  She  was  par-  dations  have  been  attended  to. 
doned,  and  removed  to  the  Union  work-  From  the  report  on  the  southern  and 
house,  where  she  died.  A  man  had  western  district,  drawn  op  by  Dr.  Bisset 
petechiee,  with  both  urine  and  stools  Hawkins,  it  appears  that  the  prisoners 
bloody.  Another  man  was  in  the  last  in  Monmouth  County  Jail  have  24 
stage  of  debility,  and  seemed  unlikely  ounces  of  bread  dailyi  together  with  a 
to  recover ;  but  his  life  was  saved  by  pound  of  potatoes,  and  four  ounces  of 
placing  him  in  the  grand -jury  room  of  oatmeal ;  which  is  precisely  the  famish- 
the  Sessions  House.  At  the  expiration  ing  scale  of  Derby !  Those  at  hard 
of  his  sentence  he  was  removed  to  the  labour,  however,  have  24  ounces  of 
Union,  where  he  was  able  to  work  at  potatoes  in  additiun,  daily.  In  conse- 
his  trade  of  a  tailor.  quence  of  this  wretched  allowance,  the 
Dr.  Cookson,  who  examined  the  surgeon  was  obliged  to  order  extra  food 
prison  at  the  request  of  the  magistrates,  to  a  number  of  the  prisoners.  In  one 
attributes  the  presence  of  scurvy  to  quarter  the  sick  diet  amounted  to 
three  causes — the  situation  of  the  jail,  £16.  5s.  Id. ;  whereat  the  magistrates 
its  bad  construetion,  and  the  diet.  So  grumbled  considerably, 
wretched  is  the  arrangement  of  this  A  remarkable  circumstance  is  men- 
jail,  that  one  only  of  the  felons'  sleep-  tioned  by  Mr.  Hill,  in  his  report  on  the 
ing-rooms  has  a  casement  window  and  prisons  of  Scotland,  clearly  shewing 
a  fire-place  :  in  the  other  cells  "  there  the  unspeakable  misery  to  which  the 
are  no  fire-places,  nor  even  apertures  indigent  are  reduced  there,  for  want  of 
for  the  escape  of  contaminated  air  :  one  a  Poor  Law.  In  the  prisftn  at  Glasgow^ 
of  them,  in  which  there  are  three  beds,  there  are  about  fifty  voluntary  pruonen. 
measures  9  feet  7  inches  by  7  feet  These  persons  have  committed  no 
9  inches — an  area  too  limited  to  be  offence,  and  have  spontaneously  sub- 
healtby,even  for  one  occupant,  without  jected  themselves  to  all  the  rigour  of 
a  free  influx  of  fresh  air,  and  a  means  imprisonment  on  the  separate  system, 
of  escape  for  the  product  of  respira-  to  obtain  food  and  shelter. 

tion."    The  dietarv,  though  not  good  ,.  „         ,         ,          •     *i..     i..  j     * 

,     ^           1.1       ,_         .             ^  Some  have  been  in  this  kind  of 

enough   to    enable    the    prisoners   to  civil  death  for  more  than  a  year,  giving 

struggle  against  other  depressing  in  flu-  up  eveiy  particle  of  personal  liberty, 

ences,  is  certainly  better  than  in  many  performing  a  task  of  ten  hours*  labour 

other  jails.    It  consists,  or  consisted,  ^^^ry   day,  before  they    can    earn   a 

-           „       ^.        ri.-ijt-r/'  penny  for  themselves,  hving  on  very 

of  a  small  portion  of  boiled  beef  four  ^i^j/food,  rising  early  in  thl  morning 

times  a  week  (twice  fresh,  and  twice  toth  in  winter  and  summer,  and  many 

salt),  with  bread  and  farinaceous  vege-  of  them  confiriifd  day  after  day,  and 

tables.    On  the  other  days,  they  had  month  after  month,  in  a  small  cell  apart 

*i,«  i_  4U  *i.-  1        1     •*!-      *       1  from    all  human  being«,   except  the 

the  broth  thickened  with  oatmeal.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  .  ^^  ^^^^  ^V^^  ^^^ 

Besides  improvements  in  the  ven-  knowledge  that  at  any  moment  they 

Illation  of  the    prison,  Dr.  Cookson  have  but  to  utter  a  word,  and  they  can 

suggested  several  changes  in  the  diet,  ^  placed  at  perfect  liberty." 

among  others  the  use  of  fresh  vege-  a  difllcult  question  constantjy  arises 

tables,  especially  those  of  the  cabbage  in  the  economy  of  prisons,  namely,  how 

chiss,  and  the  disuse  of  salted  meat,  jg  ^^^^^  xo  be  preserved  in  them  P     If 

Mr.  Kent,  the  surgeon,  had  previously  prisoners  are  riotous  and  disorderly, 

found  fault  with  the  want  of  ventila-  tear  their  clothes,  and  refuse  to  do  their 
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work,  what  punishment  should  be  in-  his  time  in  working  under  stirveiitance 
flicted?  The  'allowance  of  food  is  com-  with  his  fellow-sufferers.  But  such  a 
monly  so  small,  that  it  can  rarely  be  method  should  be  strictly  reserved  by 
right  or  expedient  to  diminish  it.  Of  the  legislature  for  heavy  crimes,  else  it 
the  remaining  punishments,  the  princi-  might  be  inflicted  by  country  magis- 
pal  ones  are  solitary  confinement  and  trates  on  ofienders  against  the  game- 
whipping,  either  of  which  may  be  pro-  laws. 

perly  employed,  if  confined  within  due  In  whipping,  the  greatest  diver- 
limits,  but  the  former  alone  being  ap-  sity  prevails  throughout  England, 
plicable  to  females.  The  usage  varies  Thus,  in  Appleby  County  Jail  and 
much  on  these  points  in  difibrent  House  of  Correction, '*  corporal  punish- 
prisons,  and  it  would  be  but  just  to  ment  is  rarely  inflicted :  the  only  re- 
make it  more  uniform.  Thus  in  the  cent  instances  are  of  two  boys  who 
Sixth  Report  we  find  that  in  the  Bedford  were  flagellated  with  a  rod.'' 
House  of  Correction  the  usual  punish-  At  Northallerton,  the  whipping  is 
ment  for  prison  offences  is  confinement  generally  two  dozen  lashes,  or  fewer  if 
in  the  refractory  [cell]  or  in  the  cul-  the  surgeon  thinks  proper.  At  Bever- 
prit's  own  cell,  varying  in  length  from  ley,  the  usual  number  is  thirty  ;  one 
four  hours  to  one  day.  In  one  instance,  of  the  scourges  was  thought  too  heavy 
however,  three  days  in  the**  Refractory"  by  Capt.  Williams,  and  was  destroyed 
were  the  punishment  for  destroying  the  in  his  presence.  In  Kingston-upon. 
prison  clothes ;  and  in  another,  a  Hull  Jail,  the  whipping  is  described  as 
week's  solitary  confinement  was  in-  sufRciently  severe,  but  not  so  as  to  in- 
flicted for  destroying  the  bed-clothes.  capacitate  the  sufferers  from   labour. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  some  prisons,  Here,  again,  one  of  the  scourges  Was 

one,  two,  or  three  days'  solitary  confine-  destroyed  in  Capt.  Williams's  presence. 

ment  appears  to  be  the  common  punish-  The  chief  turnkey  says,  in  his  evidence, 

ment  for  prison  offences ;  nay,  in  the  «*  never    more    than   three    dozen   is 

Northallerton  House  of  Correction,  we  given" ;  but  it  is  scarcely  clear  from 

find  three  days'  solitary  confinement  the  context  whether  the  punishment  Of 

inflicted  on  untried  prisoners  for  such  boys  or  men  is  spoken  of. 

ofiences  as   "  talking  several  times,"  In  the  House  of  Correction  for  the 

*'  talking  and  laughing  constantly  in  the  West  Riding  at  Wakefield,  there  is  no 

work-room."  flogging  for  breaches  of  discipline  j  and 

No  judicious  person  will  deny  that  **  whipping  by  order  of  court  is  gene- 
00  formidable  a  punishment  as  solitary  rally  inflicted  on  the  day  of  dbcharge. 
confinement,  when  protracted  beyond  The  number  of  lashes  is  from  thirteen 
a  day,  should  be  inflicted  only  by  high  to  twenty-one.     The  higher  number  is 
authorityi  and  that  even  then  its  limit  given  to  those  who  are  sentenced  to  be 
should  be  defined  by  the  legislature,  teverely  whipped." 
Probably  seventy-two  hours  would  be  In  Derby  County  Jail,  the  number  is 
sufficient  in  the  worst  cases,  and  should  generally  forty  lashes. 
be  reserved  for  the  worst  alone.    Even  In  Nottingham  County  Jail,  the  only 
when  this  punishment  is  inflicted  by  punishment  hds  been  that  of  two  boys 
the  sentence  of  a  court  of  justice,  three  with  a  birch  rod. 
continuous  days  might  be  enough :  the  Again,  in  the  Southwell  House  of 
prisoner  sentenced  to  three  months'  Correction  (Nottinghamshire),  d  man 
imprisonment  might  spend  three  days  received  fifty  lashes  for  refractory  con- 
occasionally  in  solitude,  and  the  rest  of  duct ;  while,  in  the  House  of  Correction 
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for  the  division  of  Lindsey,  at  Kirton,  man,  and  his  faculties  are  quite  entire;  be 

in  Lincolnshire,  the  surgeon  generally  ^'^^  *^*®  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^««1|  «nd  within 

interferes  after  twenty.  ^t^  S'^  *^T  T'^r^*"'"*  n""""^^  ^a  1^^ 

T      I.     o    1  1^     T,^                 ^  "^™  Boys  water  to  Channg  Cross,  and  back 

In  the  Spilsby  House  of  Correction  again. 

for  the  division  of  Lindsey,  in  Lincoln-  "^i^  ™a>>  came  to  the  hospital  about  one 

shire,  Capt.  WilUams  informs  us  that  ^^^^r^T^^'^^i^K'"'- ^^^I-  l^^l:!!^ 

.,      «     V.      .        .      ,        .,    ^        ,    .  strangulated  inguinal  hernia,  which  had  been 

the      whipping  is  described  as  being  fixed  from,  at  least,  the  previous  morning, 

severe ;  it  is  inflicted  by  one  of  the  "^^  perhaps  for  a  longer  time,  as  no  motion 

turnkeys,  in  the  presence  of  the  sur-  ^^^  passed  for  three  or  four  days :    the 

T             •      J     i_                            J  tumor  was  hard  and  tender,  and  vomitiof 

geon.     1  examined  the  scourges,  and  had  repeatedly  taken  place,  but  the  oounte- 

recommended  that  they  be  of  a  less  se-  nance  was  cheerful,  aud  the  pulse  unaffected, 

vere  make."  While  some  other  operations  were  being 

T*.  ;«  «-Jjii *-.  ^  —       *v         V     A  performed,  Mr.   Hawkins  informed  the  stu- 

It  is  needless  to  pursue  this  subject  ^ents  of  the  case  having  been  admitted,  and 

into  farther  details.      In  one  place  the  said  that  two  attempts  to  reduce  the  hernia 

usual  number  of  Inshes  is  11,  in  ano-  had  been  made  before  his  admission;  that 

ther  25;  and  a  writer  in  the  7im«.  L^'J''*^^^.^*^  at  his  age  completely  re- 

,           '        .               -  •    •"  "I**   '  "»w,  laxed,  the  only  remedy  hkely  to  be  usefol 

who  had  minutely  examined  all  the  was  the  application  of  ice,  which  be  thov^t 

Prison  Reports  with  a  view  to  this  sub-  ^^^  unlikely  to  diminish  the  size  of  the 

ject,  found  that  in  one  jail  the  usual  Sjn.T''^^  ^.  ^°**'^''  '^  ^.  '^'^'''  "^ 

.  ,                    J,               ,              «•>""-•  that  as  the  symptoms  were  not  severe,  and 

punishment  was  fourteen  dozen  lashes  !  were  generally  slow  in  their  progress  at  an 

It  is  obvious  that  both  the  number  advanced  period  of  life,  he  would  give  him 

of  stripes,  and  the  nature  of  the  instru-  S?  ^^?1*^®'^*^  see  him  again  at  five  o'dodc. 

.       ..,        L.  i_    ^i_                .    -.       ,  When  Mr.  Hawkins  came,  however,  at  this 

ment  with   which  they  are  inflicted,  period,  he  found  that  although  there  had 

should  be  fixed  by  authority.     It  is  im-  heen  no  sickness,  yet  the  tumor  was  rather 

possible,  perhaps,  in  the  present  half-  "°^  tender,  and  therefore  proceeded  at  once 

civilized  B.«te  of  society,  to  dispense  L'^r^S  ii^' Z.^olY^^iy 
entirely  with  the  scourge;  but  it  is  transparentjelly  protruded,  which  was  a  con- 
absurd  and  unjust  that  the  punishment  8i<^e™We  quantity  of  recent  lymph,  distended 

for  the  same  offence  should  vary  from  ^L^^!  "!?""'  "^'^^  -^Y  ^l  "^J  ^ 

J^  contents   were    a  few   inches  of  inflamed 

a  school-boy  flogging  to  a  military  di-  small  intestine  glued  together  and  to  the  sac 

laceration,  according  to  the  whim  of  ^^  lymph,  which  Mr.  Hawkins  was  obliged, 

eastern  or  weptem  magistrates.  ^^  f^^'u""^,  ^^^  stricture,  to  tear  away 

°  from  the  bowel  m  order  to  reduce  it.     The 

— case  went  on  very  well  afterwards,  and  re- 

ST    OFORrP'ss  nncsPTTAT  quires  no  particular  notice  j  ~ evacuations 

br.  GEORGE  S  HOSPITAL.  were  passed  the  next  day,  after  an  injection ; 

. — some  slight  tenderness  of  the  abdomen 

c         ^,  ^         .      ^  ^'^  relieved  by  chamomile  poultice,  and  by 

Succes^l  Operation  for  Strangu  ated  one  or  two  doses  of  calomel  on  the  Saturday. 

Hernia,  at  the  age  of  107  !  The  wound  united  entirely  by  the  first  in- 

Wk  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  record  ^^^^^*  except  where  two  ligatures  had  been 

of  the  performance  of  a  severe  operation  at  *yP**®^  ^  »  divided  vessel  of  the  outside  of 

the  advanced  age  of  107,  which  has,  however,  Jj®  sac,  which  part  was  slightly  opened  by 

been  performed  by  Mr.   Caesar   Hawkins,  probe :  the  last  section  was  removed 

with  success,  in  St.  George's  Hospital ;  and  °"  Sunday,  and  on  Wednesday,  the  30th, 

we   apprehend  there    is  no   doubt  of  Ae  ^^  ^^  ^™  taXtmg  up  in  a  chair.     We  may 

patient's  real  age,  as  the  certificate  of  his  °^^®^®  *^**  nourishment    was  given  him 

birth  has  been  preserved  by  his  friends,  one  "  *^®  **"*'  ^^  *  ^^^^  ^^^  *^  1*«^  day 

of  whom  came  with  him  to  the  hospital,  and  ^^  ^o  \    he  is  rather    weaker    since  the 

asserted  that  he  had  seen  it.     The  patient  is,  8*^g«l»tion,  but  appears  to  be  gomg  on 

moreover,  well  known  as  a  musician,  who  ^**if  "tisfactorily. 

had  the  honour,  as  he  expresses  it,  of  playing  .       ^'  ^' — Continues  to  go  on  favourably 

on  the  vioUn  with  his  late  Majesty,  George  '°  ^''^^  respect ;  in  fact,  he  may  be  re- 

the  Fourth.  His  name  is  Rochard,  a  French-  8"**®^  ^  havmg  entirely  recovered. 
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THE  MARYLEBONE  INWRMARY.       f?n>«^<^  ®^  urinary  diwase;  but  then  the 

little  unne  contained  m  the  bladder  after 

•  death  was   not  albuminous,  and  it  is  clear 

Skmghing  <tf  the  ^turn—Can  <tf  pop-    *«'  there  wm  no  rrtention  to  «?»'">»  «»' 

me,ulfuirUm.-Curu>u»  can  Iff  femoral    the  cerebrjl  durturlmnoe.     It  lubsequentlr 

,       .  appeared  that  on  a  previous  occasion  he  had 

^^'^    '  been  treated  for  cerebral  disturbance,  and  no 

J.  T.,  aged  52,  was  admitted  into  the  St.     doubt  the  same  condition  had  rendered  him 

Marylebone  Infirmary,  under  the  care  of  the     go  indifferent  about  the  perineal  mischief,  as 

physicians,  with  symptoms  of  cerebral  dis-    'only  to  have  directed  attention  to  it  on  the 

turbance.     He  had,  on  a  previous  occasion,     day  on  which  he  was  placed  under  Mr. 

been  under  treatment  with  similar  symptoms.     Phillips'  care. 

On  the  third  day  after  admission  it  was  ac-  The  affection  in  question  has  been  de- 
cidentally  discovered  that  there  were  gan-  scribed  By  Mr.  Listen,  in  a  paper  contained 
grenous  spots  on  the  scrotum.  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Medical  and 

On  the  day  these  sloughs  were  discovered  Chirurgical  Society,  as  an  *^'  acute  form  of 
he  was  sent  down  to  a  surgical  ward,  and  anasarcous  tumor  of  the  scrotum  i**  whether 
was  seen  by  Mr.  Phillips,  who  found  him  the  disease  does  not  come  more  nearly  under 
heavy,  stupid,  and  unable  to  give  any  infor-  that  condition  known  as  erysipelas  phlegmo- 
mation  as  to  the  sensations  he  had  ex-  nodes,  may  be  matter  of  question.  In  Mr. 
perienced,  or  as  to  the  time  when  inflam-  liston's  cases  there  had  been  some  local  in- 
maCory  action  had  set  in.  He  was  carefully  jury  to  excite  it ;  in  one  case  an  abscess 
examined :  the  scrotum  was  very  tumid,  of  a  near  the  verge  of  the  anus  ;  in  another  a 
dusky  red  colour,  tense,  and  three  or  four  kick  on  the  perineum  by  a  cow ;  in  another 
times  its  natural  bulk,  with  two  sloughs,  inguinal  fistula;  in  another  a  gun-shot  wound, 
each  larger  than  a  shilling,  and  of  a  dai4c  and:  the  infiltration  was  principally  confined 
colour,  at  its  most  depending  part ;    the '   t6.the  scrotum. 

perineum  was  equally  red,  equally  tense,         In  the  present  case  the  infiltration  ex- 
and  presented  all  &e  appearances  of  infiltra-     tended  along  the  perineum  into  the  tissues 
tion  of  urine.     His  own  account  of  himself    of  the  scrotum,  and  sloughing  had  followed, 
did  not  make  it  very  evident  whether  he  had     while  there  was  no  apparent  exciting  cause, 
made  water  on  that  or  the  previous  day,  or 
whether  he  had  stricture.    A  No.  4  elastic  Popliteal  aneuritm. 

gum    catheter  was    passed  without   much         Daly,   set.   53,  was  admitted  into 

difficulty  into  the  bladder,  and  about  two  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary  with  a 
ounces  of  high-coloured  urine  drihbled  away  diffused  popliteal  aneurism  on  the  right 
through  it.  This  circumstance  made  the  side,  which  had  already  produced  some 
nature  of  the  case  more  doubtful ;  but  still  oedema  of  the  right  foot.  His  account  of  it 
the  course  of  action  was  sufficiently  clear,  vras,  that  he  had  discovered  a  swelling  in 
Two  longitudinal  incisions  were  made  along-  the  ham  three  weeks  before  admission,  that 
side  the  raph^ — they  were  deep  enough  to  it  had  rapidly  increased  in  size,  and  become 
pass  through  the  superficial  fascia ;  and  very  painful,  especially  at  night.  There  was 
similar  incisions  were  made  through  the  so  much  general  irritability,  and  so  much 
tegument  of  the  scrotum.  Through  these  arterial  action,  that  it  was  thought  advisable 
incisions  a  quantity  of  urine-like  fluid  to  delay  the  operation  for  a  few  days,  in 
escaped,  tinged  with  dark  venous  blood :  it  order  to  try  the  effects  of  such  means  as 
amounted,  in  six  hours,  to  upwards  of  a  were  likely  to  improre  his  condition  with 
pint.  Warm  fomentations  were  kept  applied  reference  to  those  symptoms.  For  some 
upon  the  parts,  and  he  expressed  himself  as  days,  the  treatment  employed  for  this  pur* 
much  relieved.  Gin  and  water  was  ordered  pose  (namely,  careful  diet,  quiet,  and  digi- 
for  him ;  but  he  died  comatose  on  the  sue-  talis)  had  a  decidedly  good  effect,  but  ike 
ceeding  day.  pain  in  the  ham^  after  that,  increased,  as  well 

He  was  examined  after  death.  The  cere-  as  the  girth  of  the  limb.  Under  these  cir- 
bral  symptoms  were  accounted  for  by  the  cumstances  it  seemed  unwise  to  delay,  and 
existence  of  softening,  and  considerable  the  patient  didnot  object  to  the  operation, but 
effusion  under  the  membranes  of  the  brain :  when  all  was  prepared,  his  courage  failed  him, 
the  bladder  and  urethra,  together  with  a  and  no  persuasion  could  move  him  to  submit 
portion  of  the  pubis,  were  removed,  and  the  to  it.  Several  days  passed,  the  pain  increased, 
parts  were  very  minutely  examined.  The  the  size  of  the  limb  also,  as  well  as  the 
bladder  was  moderately  healthy,  the  ure-  oedema  ;  and  he  then  proposed  that  the 
thra  quite  so,  and  there  was  no  breach  of  operation  should  be  performed.  Lest  his 
surface  at  any  part  of  its  course.  During  courage  should  ooze  away  again,  the  opera- 
life,  Mr.  Phillips  expressed  an  opinion  that  tion  was  at  once  proceeded  with,  though  the 
the  head  symptoms,  for  which  he  was  sent  to  drcumstanoes  were  any  thing  but  favourable 
the  physicians'  ward,  might  have  been  a  con-     — an  habitually  intemperate  man,  mth  gene-^ 
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rally  excited  arterial  oetioii*     When  laid  it.     On  the  rierenth  day  flnetoation  wms 
upon  the  table,  the  femoiml  artery  appeared  evident,  prodnoed,  it  waa  aupposed,  by  the 
io  be  very  superficial,  for  its  pulsation  could  breaking  down  of  the  coagulated  blood  :  for 
be  perceived  from   Poupart's  ligament  to  the  purpose  of  testing  this  an  eiplormg 
near  the  edge  of  the  sartorius  muscle.     An  needle  was  passed  into  the  ham,  and  some 
incision  of  the  usual  extent  was  made,  but  dark,  red,  thin,  bloody  fluid  escaped,  con- 
it  was  found  that  instead  of  being  so  near  taining,   as  was  conceived,   pus.      It  was 
the  surfooe  as  had  been  supposed,  the  artery  examined  under  the  microscope,  and  pus 
was  deep-seated.    At  the  edge  of  the  sar-  globules  were  found  in  it.    Two  incisions 
tonus  musde  Mr.  Phillips    perceived    an  were  then  made  to  allow  of  the  escape  of 
artery  about  the   size  of  the  facial)  under  this  fluid,  but  the  quantity  poured  out  waft 
which  he  passed  an  aneurismal  needle,  upon  not  great ;   a  poultice  was  applied  to  the 
which  it  was  raised,  and  while  so  separated  part,  and  as  the  mass  broke  down  it  escaped, 
from  surrounding  parts  Mr.  Samwell  and  The  irritation  set  up  at  the  point  by  the 
Mr.  Staffbrd  satisfied  themselves  that  it  was  breaking  down  of  so  large  a  mass  was  great, 
an  artery.     A  ligature  was  drawn  under  it,  and  it  ended  in  gangrene ;  the  region  being 
but  for  the  moment  it  was  not  tied.     Before  in  a  very  apt  state  for  such  a  termination, 
the  sheath  was  opened,  another  artery  of  the  from  the  unsatisfoctory  state,  of  the  circu* 
same  sixe  as  the  former  was  discovered,  and  lation  there.    The  gangrene  extended,  spite 
treated  In  the  same  way.    The  sheath  was  of  all  the  means  used  for  arresting  it,  and  spite 
now  opened,  and  a  ligature  placed  around  of  the  stomach  bravely  bearing  up  ;  and  the 
the  femoral  trunk,  which  was  of  large  size,  only  question  still  open  was  that  of  ampu- 
The  latter  ligature  was  tightened,  and  the  tation  above  the  knee ;  but  as  the  man's 
pulsation  in  the  tumor  cut  off.     The  branches  general  condition  was  unfavourable,  as  the 
were  then  carefully  looked  to ;   one  of  them  gangrene  was  spreading,  and  as  the  circula- 
was  found  to  arise  from  the  femoral,  about  tion  immediately  above  the  knee  was  not 
half  an  inch  above  the  sartorius ;   the  other  satisfactory,  and  as  a  similar  state  of  things 
arose  somewhat  higher,  and  apparently  from  might  be  produced  on  the  stump,  it  was 
the  profunda.     A  question  then  considered  determined  not  to  propose  it.     As  the  dis- 
was,  whether  the  common  trunk  should  be  charge  fh>m  the  leg  was  becoming  prof^iae 
tied  above  the  points  where  those  arteries  and  foetid,  a  lotion  of  decoction  of  bark  and 
were  given  off,  supposing  both  to  arise  from  chloride  of  lime  was  substituted  for  thepoul- 
the  femoral  trunk,  or  whether  those  two  tioe.     Much  was  hoped  fVom  the  integrity  of 
brunches  should  be  secured  by  the  ligatures  the  stomach,  which  allowed  of  his  taking 
already  around    them.      Seeing    that    the  two  chops,  four  ounces  of  brandy,  and  six 
artery  was  tied,  seeing  the  uncertainty  of  ouncesof  wine,  daily,  but  this  only  postponed 
both  being  given  off  from  the  femoral,  and  the  fatal  termination,  which  did  not  occur 
seeing,  further,  that  it  was  uncertain  how  until  the  forty-third  day  after  the  operation, 
near  we  might  be  to  the  profanda,  Mr.  The  first  ligature  c&me  away  on  the  ninth 
Phillips  at  once  secured  those  two  branches,  day,  the  second  on  the  thirteenth,  and  the 
The  wound  was  brought  together  by  sutures,  third  not  until  the  thirty-first  day. 
and  covered  with  wet  lint ;   the  patient  was        Being  an  Irishman,  no  facilities  for  making 
put  to  bed,  and  the  state  of  the  limb  was  a  careful  examination  were  afforded ;   the 
fhlly  noted  for  six  hours,  but  there  was  no  artery  at  the  part  where  the  ligature  was 
sensible  change  of  temperature,  ndther  was  applied,  as  well  as  the  parts  from  the  ham, 
there  during  the  succeeding  days :  this  was  were  removed,  but  they  were  so  broken 
probably  owing  to  the  sixe  of  the  tumor  and  down  by  gangrene  that  nothing  could  be 
the  condition  of  the  artery,  which  had  already  made  of  them . 
interfered  so  for  with  the  cireulatioh  as  to        ' 

estabUsh  it  in  the  collateral  channels.     The  SitttngtdaM  Hernia, 

patient's  suffering  was  lessened  from  the        An  old  woman,  aged  79,  was  admitted 

moment  of  the  operation ;   the  ptin  in  the  into  the  Marylebone  Infirmary,  nndet'  the 

tumor  was  dissipated,   and  in  forty-eight  care    of   Mr.  Phillips,    with    strangulated 

hours  his  general  condition,  and  his  coun-  hernia.    The  history  of  this  cose  shewed 

tenanoe,  were  much  improved ;  but  the  irri-  that  the   symptoms    of  strangulation  hild 

tabilitf  of  the  pulse,  and  the  excited  actk)n  been  present  eight  or  liine  days,  though 

of  the  heart,  underwent  little  change  until  they  had  not  been  vety  pressing ;    there 

the  third  day,  when  he  began  to  take  meat  had   been  no  stool  for  eight  days.    Upon 

and  beer.    At  this  time  there  was  only  one  examination   after    admission,   the    tumor, 

thing  to  create  uneasiness,  and  that  was  the  whidi  was  not  large,  was  found  to  Occupy  the 

loff e  quantity  of  bk>od  efiViaed  at  the  ham  right  femoral  r^on.    There  Was  not  fnuch 

and  the  upper  part  of  the  calf.     On  die  tenderness  at  the  point,  nor  at  any  part  of 

eighth  day  there  was  heat,  and  some  redness,  the  abdomen  ;    there  was  very  slight  tytn- 

appamt  at  that  part,  and  evuporatng  lo-  ptaitis ;    there  was  some  nauset,  and    oc- 

tions  were  applied,  but  they  did  not  remove  cosidnol  tomiting,  but  not  severe.  The  tMgtie 
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had  a«Uflitoofttmg;  the  piilM  wm  84.  Mr.  tiie  iotestiiie  wai  sarromidfld  by  ftt  to  tiie 
Phillips  poioted  out  that  in  pM>pk  advanced  depth  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  inch  i  the 
in  life  it  is  often  not  pmdent  to  wait  for  pressure  upon  anj  part  of  the  intestine  did 
nore  decided  symptoms,  because  the  powers  not  appear  to  be  great ;  there  was,  however, 
of  life  arc  incapable  of  developmg  them ;  considerable  thickening  of  the  peritoneum 
and  because  it  is  matter  of  observation  that  at  the  proper  neck  of  the  sac,  which  was 
they  often  die  with  symptoms  which,  accord-  hard  and  unyielding.  The  intestine  was  ad- 
ing  to  the  language  of  works  on  surgery,  herentto  the  sac,  as  was  the  sac  to  the  fatty 
would  not  warrant  a  recourse  to  operation.  mass.  In  this  case,  to  which  Mr.  PhiUips 
Aa  it  was  ascertained  that  the  taxis  had  knew  no  paraUel,  it  would  seam  that  the 
been  employed  for  an  hour  and  a  half  on  the  fatty  tumor  must  have  been  seated  in  very 
previoua  day,  it  was  not  thought  prudent  to  immediate  relation  with  the  femoral  ring 
peiaevere  long  in  any  further  attempt  at  re-  probably  blocking  it  up.  and  that  when  tife 
duction,  and  the  operation  was  at  once  had  protrusion  of  intestine  took  place,  rather  than 
leoourae  to.  An  incision  was  made  in  the  give  way,  the  tissue  of  tumor  had  admitted 
usual  way,  and  the  approach  to  the  sac  was  the  intestine  to  pass  into  ito  centre.  Of  course 
cautiously  made.  A  tumor,  apparently  the  proper  sac  was  not  opened,  and  indeed 
omentum,  and  much  larger  than  a  pullet's  could  not  have  been  got  at  without  cutting 
egg,  was  exposed ;  it  was  invested  by  a  mem-     down  half  an  inch  into  the  tumor. 

brane  which  was  conceived  to  be  the  sac :     - .       

this  was  opened,  and  the  director  being  placed 

under  it,  it  was  incised  upwards  and  down-  account  of  a 

wards  to  such  an  extent  as  was  necessary.     NEW    PERCUSSION    INSTRUMENT 

Theomentum-likemasswasnowfairly  seen  ;         ^^R  invbstioating  the  dibeasbsof 

It  was  very  vascular,  and  a  large  number  of  ^^^  cAest 

veins  on  its  surface  appeared  so  tortuous  as 

to  give  the  impression  that  they  were  varicosr.  Br  C.  J.  B.  Alois,  M.D. 

The  tumor  was  turned  up,  but  no  intestine  Being  an  Bxtract  of  a  Lecture  deUvered 

could  be  discovered  under  it :  there  was  no  Nov.  28, 1843. 

reason  to  doubt  that  it  was  an  omental  her-  

nia«  A  director  passed  very  easily  under  The  subjects  of  percussion  and  auscultation 
Poopart's  ligament,  and  the  opening  was  en-  are  of  great  importance ;  for  by  employing 
larged  to  the  necessary  extent.  I^e  tumor  these  methods  of  diagnosis  you  will  be  able 
was  then  readily  passed  back  under  the  liga-  to  distinguish  with  precision  various  dis- 
ment.  Dr.  Boyd  and  one  of  the  assistants  eases  of  the  chest,  and  by  their  neglect  some 
passed  their  fingers  under  the  ligament,  and  important  lesion  of  the  lungs  may  be  over- 
were  satisfied  that  the  reduction  was  com-  looked,  which  it  will  be  your  duty  to  endea- 
plete.  The  lips  of  the  wound  were  brought  vour  to  detect,  in  order  that  you  may  apply 
together  by  suture,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  appropriate  remedies.  Besides,  when 
the  patient  should  be  left  without  medicine  you  recollect  the  frightful  ravages  which 
for  six  hoars.  At  that  time,  as  there  had  pulmonary  affections  make  among  mankind, 
been  no  stool,  the  house-surgeon  ordered  a  a  fact  rendering  such  diseases  of  the  highest 
common  enema,  which  brought  away  a  cer-  importance,  I  need  scarcely  say  more  to  sti- 
tain  quantity  of  fiscal  matter.  In  the  night  mulate  your  attention  to  these  means  of 
she  took  three  grains  of  calomel,  to  be  diagnosis.  I  therefore  hope  that  you  will 
followed  in  the  morning  by  a  beef-tea  injec-  reflect  upon  the  value  of  percussion  and 
tion  i  they  brought  away  a  little  more  fscal  auscultation,  the  former  of  which  will  oc- 
matter,  but  stercoraceons  vomiting  came  on,  cupy  us  in  the  present  lecture,  and  conti- 
and  in  the  course  of  the  day  she  sank.  nually  practise  them. 

The  body  was  examined  fourteen  hours  Method  qf  perauting.  —  Some  practi- 
aftcr  death*  There  were  very 'slight  traces  of  tioners  percuss  with  the  fingers  of  the  right 
peritonitis.  The  examination  was  then  con-  hand,  their  extremities  being  in  the  same 
fined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  disease,  line,  and  in  a  state  of  demiflexion,  striking 
The  tumor  had  again  protruded,  and  a  por-  the  chest  in  a  perpendicular  direction, 
tion  of  intestine  was  involved  in  it :  five  or  Others  employ  four  fingers  of  the  right 
six  inches  of  intestine  on  either  side  of  the  hand  to  strike  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand 
part  implicated  were  removed,  together  with  applied' to  that  part  of  the  chest  under  exa- 
tbo  tumor)  and  the  following  state  of  things  mination.  Piorry  invented  the  plessimeter, 
was  revealed.  The  tumor  was  very  condenseid  a  round  piece  of  ivory,  to  be  placed  on  the 
and  vary  vascular,  having  much  the  appear-  chest  and  struck  by  the  fingers,  for  the  pur- 
anoa  of  inflamed  omentum ;  it  was  surrounded  pose  of  preventing  the  pain  likely  to  be  felt 
by  a  tolerably  dense  investing  membrane,  by  some  persons  when  the  parietes  of  the 
Into  the  centra  of  thb  tumor  a  knuckle  of  che^t  are  percussed.  Subsequently  a  light 
inteaiiu0  passed  to  the  depth  of  rather  more  hammer,  having  a  leathern  face,  was  brought 
than  an  inch  and  a  quarter,  and  on  every  side    into    notice,    the    ivory  plessimeter  bc^g 
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strack  with  it  by  the  right  hand.  More  re- 
cently another  instrument  has  been  intro- 
duced :  a  handle  is  attached  to  the  plesai- 
meter,  which  is  strack  by  a  hammer  held  in 
the  right  hand. 

Although  percussion  may  seem  a  very 
simple  operation,  still  it  requires  much 
Pi-actice,  and  many  precautions  are  to  be 
attended  to.  Now  it  is  very  requisite  that 
you  should  produce  equal  sounds  in  com- 
paring  the  opposite  sides  of  the  chest,  for 
the  slightest  inequality  in  percussing  will 
produce  a  difference  in  sound ;  and  even  on 
examining  one  side  of  the  chest,  we  cannot 
place  much  reliance  on  unequal  sounds. 

About  five  years  ago  I  constructed  a 
rough  model  of  an  instrument  in  wood,  with 


a  hammer  attached  to  it,  having  a  spring 
handle,  to  be  raised  by  the  right  hand ;  but 
I  abandoned  it  in  consequence  of  being  in  die 
habit  of  percussing  the  chest  with  my  fin- 
gers. More  recently,  however,  I  made  an 
outline  of  this  instrument  on  paper,  and 
thought  that,  by  means  of  a  regulator,  its 
elevation  might  be  so  managed  as  to  prodoce 
uniform  sounds ;  for,  on  raising  the  hammer, 
it  falls  immediately  the  spring  handle 
touches  the  regulating  screw,  which  is  move- 
able when  it  may  be  desirable  to  effect  a 
greater  or  less  elevation  of  the  hammer,  in 
order  to  produce  greater  or  less  uniform 
sounds.  Messrs.  Iliilp  and  Whicker,  late 
Savigny,  of  St.  James's  Street,  made  the 
instrument  for  me. 


The  plessimeter  (see  engraving)  is  made  upon  a  joint.     By  pressing  down  the  handle 

of  leather,  moving  upon  a  swivel  to  adjust  of  the  percussor,  the  spring  throws  the  per- 

itself  to  the  part.     The  percussor  is  attached  cussor  down  upon  the  plessimeter,  the  force 

to  the  stem   of  the  plessimeter,  and  acts  of  the  blow  being  regulated  by  a  screw. 


CONSTIPATION  FOR  FORTY-FIVE 

DAYS. 


Dr.  James  Johnson  related  the  following 
case,  which  had  terminated  fatally  that  day. 
The  patient,  a  medical  man,  about  forty-five 
years  of  age,  bad  resided  in  London  about 
eighteen  months,  with  the  intention  of  prac- 
tising there  instead  of  in  the  country.  Until 
forty-five  days  ago  he  suffered  only  from 
occasional  spasms  of  the  bowels,  the  spasms 
having  nothing  peculiar  in  them.  His 
bowels  were  regular.  During  tht  last  forty- 
five  days  of  his  life  there  was  no  evacuation 
whatever  from  the  bowels,  although  every 
means  had  been  resorted  to  by  Mr.  Lane  and 
Dr.  Sims  to  produce  such  action.  '  About  a 
fortnight  before  death  he  (Dr.  Johnson) 
joined  in  consultation.  The  patient  had  then 
severe  spasmodic  pains  in  the  abdomen, 
with  almost  constant  vomiting.  His  stomach 
seldom  retained  anything  ;  the  ingesta  being 
either  brought  up  immediately,  or  two  or 
three  hours  after  being  swallowed.  None  of 
the  matter,  however,  vomited  up,  exhibited 
the  slightest  stercoraceous  character.  To 
afford  relief,  croton-oil,  bleeding,  and  croton- 
oil  injections,  were  used,  among  other  means, 
and  Dr.  O'Beime's  tube,  which,  however, 
could  not  be  passed  up  any  distance,  and 
seldom  more  than  half  a  pint  of  fluid,  and 
never  more  than  a  pint,  could  be  injected. 
Daring  the  whole  of  this  time  the  distension 
of  the  bowels  increased,  and  his  extreme 


Bufferings  were  only  occasionally  relieved  by 
the  internal  use  of  opium,  and  by  opiate  fric- 
tions over  the  abdomen.  Five  days  before 
death,  at  his  own  urgent  request,  half  a 
pound  of  fluid  mercury  was  administered  to 
him.  This  produced  no  perceptible  effect  at 
the  time,  but  the  next  day  he  was  seized 
with  spasms  in  the  abdomen.  The  consti- 
pation remained.  On  one  occasion  his  agony 
from  the  distended  abdomen  was  so  great 
that  he  begged  it  might  be  punctured  to  give 
him  relief.  He  died  on  that  morning  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  at  four  in  the  aftmioon  of 
the  same  day  the  body  was  examined.  The 
tympanitis  was  enormous.  On  opening  the 
abdomen  there  were  scarcely  any  signs  of 
inflammation^having  existed  ;  there  was  no 
effusion,  and  the  convolutions  of  the  intes- 
tines were  not  adherent  to  each  other.  The 
dilatation  of  the  intestines  was  very  great ; 
the  colon  was  as  large  as  the  colon  of  ahorse, 
and  the  other  intestines  were  of  proportion- 
ate magnitude.  The  diaphragm  was  thrust 
up  to  a  remarkable  height,  and  the  stomach 
was  so  contracted  that  it  was  discovered  with 
difficulty.  The  gall-bladder  contained  a  few 
drachms  of  bile.  On  following  the  intes- 
tines nothing  was  discovered  but  wind.  Not 
the  slightest  trace  of  the  quicksilver  which 
had  been  swallowed  five  days  before  could 
be  seen,  but  in  the  sigmoid  flexture  of  the 
colon  was  a  dark,  tarry-like  substance, 
having  a  very  peculiar  odour,  but  neither 
in  appearance  nor  in  smell  like  a  fscal  col- 
lection.    No  globules  of  mercury  could  be 
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detected  in  it.  The  cause  of  the  obstrac-  are  moat  prevalent  from  the  first  to  the  fifth 
tion  was  found  at  the  junction  of  the  sigmoid  year ;  that  they  appear  in  much  greater 
flexure  with  the  rectum,  in  which  situation  quantities,  and  in  a  greater  number  of  organs 
was  a  dense  white  scirrhus,  surrounding  the  at  once :  and  that  more  than  one-fourth  of 
intestines  for  the  space  of  three-quarters  of  those  who  die  from  birth  to  puberty  are 
an  inch,  and  so  completely  closing  the  passage,  affected  with  tuberculous  disease.  As  the 
that  although  the  colon  above  was  enormously  tendency  of  this  disease  appears  to  be  the 
distended  with  flatus,  not  the  smallest  consequence  of  imperfect  assimilation,  there 
quantity  of  air  could  be  made  to  paw  the  can  be  no  doubt  that  we  are  possessed  of 
stricture.  The  case  was  remarkable,  from  the  means  of  correcting  this  predisposition  in 
the  cause  of  the  forty-five  days'  constipation  many  instances.  Of  this  fact  I  hove  had 
being  duease.  When  constipation  was  a  abundant  experience  among  the  children  of 
habit  the  bowels  might  be  inactive  for  a  the  Military  Asylum.  Few  of  the  children, 
longer  period,  but  he  (Dr.  J.)  had  never  on  joining  this  institution,  were  exempt  on 
before  known  such  protracted  constipation  their  admission  from  a  tendency  to  tuberculous 
dependent  on  disease.  The  longest  period,  disease,  which  may  reasonably  be  attributed 
under  such  circumstances,  that  he  had  wit-  to  privations  of  different  kinds,  neglect,  defi- 
nessed,  was  eighteen  or  twenty  days  at  most,  cient  nourishment,  &c.  &c.  The  great  ma- 
It  was  curious  that  no  sign  of  the  quicksilver)  jority  of  the  children,  on  their  admission,  and 
beside  that  mentioned,  could  be  discovered,  many  for  a  long  period  afterwards,  exhibited  a 
He  suspected  that  during  the  five  days  that  strong  tendency  to  struma,  evidenced  parti- 
the  mercury  was  in  the  intestines  it  had  cularly  by  a  disposition  to  a  congestive  state 
been  converted  by  their  convcdsive  action  of  the  abdominal  contents,  impaired  powers 
into  the  ointment-like  substance  referred  of  digestion,  depraved  secretions,  dry,  harsh 
to.  It  was  also  singular  that  the  mercury  skin,  and  a  tendency  to  eruptions,  and 
produced  no  effect  on  the  mouth  or  breath,  ophthalmia  (especially  denominated  .stru- 
Another  remarkable  circumstance  was  the  raous).  Whilst  under  the  ordinary  circum- 
absenoe  of  difficulty  in  passing  the  motions  stances  of  children  of  the  same  class,  it  has 
until  the  setting  in  of  the  constipation.  Tlie  been  calculated  that  five-sixths  of  those 
•cirrhus  must  have  been  going  on  for  years,  affected  with  tuberculous  disease  perish,  it 
— Lancet,  Nov.  26.  is  a  gratifying  and  a  very  important  fact,  that 


by  placing  children  under  circumstances  the 
most  favourable  to  health,  as  r^^rds  food, 

wr,  clothine,  and  exercise,  the  constitution 

MORTALITY  OP  CHILDREN  becomes  so  improved  as  to  overcome  this 

ATTHB  predisposition,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  only 

MILITARY  ASYLUM,  SOUTHAMPTON.  fourteen  csscs  of  tubcrculous  disease  proved 

fatal  amongst  5,427  children  of  all  ages. — 

Thb  Royal  Military  Asylum  was  founded  Dr,   Hermen,  in  M«   Provincial  Medteal 

for  the  reception  of  the  orphans  of  soldiers,  Journal. 

and  the  branch  at  Southampton  was  opened     —__-. 

in  October  1817,  for  the  reception  of  the  ^.«.«-_ 

yoonger  mde  chiidmi  of  the  poLnt  inrtitu-  LITHOTOMY  AND  LITHOTRITY. 

tion.     In  1825,  the  boys  were  removed  to  

head  quarters,  and  the  institution  at  South-  Thb  Gazelle  Medicate  of  November   19th 

ampton  was  exclusively  appropriated  to  girls  contains  an  account  of  the  operations  for 

and  to  boys  under  seven  years  of  age.     In  stone  performed  for  some  years  past  at  the 

1835,  the  admissions  were  greatly  restricted,  Hotel  Dien,  by  M.  Roux. 

with  a  view  to  the  ultimate  abolition  of  that  From  1836  to  1840,   both  inclusive,  he 

branch  of  the  asylum,  and  the  few  remain-  performed  lithotomy  eighteen  times ;  eleven 

ing  children  were    ultimately  removed  to  patients  were  cured,  and  seven  died. 

Chelsea  in  November  1840.  He  operated  by  lithotrity  in  six  cases. 

For  a    period  of   eighteen  years,  firom  Three  patients  are  said  to  have  left  the  hos- 

October  1817  to  October  1835,  there  were  pital,  and  three  arc  reported  to  have  left  it 

admitted  5,427  children,  and   during  that  cured. 

period  there  occurred  in  all  39  deaths — viz.  Of  these  twenty-four  patients,  the  ages 

ttam  tuberculous  disease,  14  ;  measles,  11 ;  were  as  follows  : 

hydrocephalus,  4  ;  convulsions,  4 ;  hooping-  From    3  to  25  years  of  age  «  .  .  13 

cough,  3;  fever,  2  ;  diarrhoea,  1 — Total,  39.  „    25  to  50 3 

A  fraction  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  „     ^0  to  75    ... 8 

died  of  tuberculous  disease,  and  one-half  of  — . 

these  before  the  fifth  year,  the  other  half  24 

between  the  ninth  and  sixteenth — corroborat-  In  the  year  1841,  seven  patients  suffering 

ing  the  opinion  of  Andral,  who,  from  his  from  stone  were  put  under  M.  Rouz's  care, 

extensive  experience,  remarks  that  tubercles  Six  of  these  were  operated  on ;  four,  namely, 
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by  lithotomy,  and  two  bj  Utbotrity.  The  namerons  cons  obtuned  in  this  estahliih- 
■ereatli  patient  was  a  little  girl  of  1 1,  who  ment.  It  is  not  so  easy  to  fdniish  moi  with 
had  an  enonnons  ealeolas ;  the  very  day  of  the  instruinentB  of  woric,  beoanse  they  bm^ 
her  admissioo  into  the  hospital  she  sank  misuse  them.  Persons  who  have  not  been 
imder  a  diarriicea,  which  had  redooed  her  to  aceostomed  to  employment,  if  it  is  impossible 
the  last  stage  of  marasmus.  for  them  to  travel,  ride  on  horseback,  or  go 
This  year  was  the  most  fiUal  to  ealculous  in  a  carriage,  should  play  at  games  whiidh 
patjfsiti ;  for  of  six  who  underwent  opera*  repose  the  mind  and  fotigue  the  body  ;  soch 
tiona,  five  died :  one  of.  those  on  whom  as  battkdore  and  shnttleeock,  tennis,  foot- 
Uthotomy  was  performed  got  well.  ball,  billiards,  &e.  But  exercises  of  the 
In  one  ease,  where  a  stone  weighing  57  mind  must  be  joined  to  those  of  the  body, 
grammes,  (1010  French  grains)  had  been  Study  contributes  to  cure  the  melandiolic, 
extracted  by  lithotomy,  another  weighing  62  provided  it  is  not  directed  to  subjects 
grammes  (1116  French  grains,)  was  fonnd  fitted  to  iuflanoe  the  imagination.  Sometimes, 
on  dissection ;  besides  three  of  the  siae  of  a  also,  we  give  way  to  the  melancholy  ideas 
hasel  nut,  which  were  lodged  in  cysts.  of  him  whom  we  wish  to  cure.  M.  Char- 
In  one  of  the lithotritized  cases,  it  was  found  pentier,  in  bis  excellent  thesis  on  melaneholy, 
that  a  false  passage  had  been  made  by  graz-  relates  that  an  ecdesiastio,  who  had  beeome 
ing  the  tisane  of  the  prostate  with  the  melancholic,  with  a  propensity  to  suicide,  in 
kri$e-pierre»  consequence  of  the  revolution,  was  rescued 


from  this  state  by  the  activity  which  he 

'  manifested   in    defending    tiie    Concordat, 

TREATMENT  OF  MELANCHOLY.  which  was  favourable  to  the  independenee  of 

.._  the  ministers  of  religion. 

Exercise,  in  whatever  manner  it  is  taken,  ,  :^  ??"  T  J^T**?!  ?**  .^™°T 
is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  greatest  rtl  ^  "*"PPf**  J*™  °^ '^^  ^  ^""^flL^ 
sources  in  combating  melancholy ;  travelling,  ^ri^^^^^'^l  ?"*  morose,  jmdrcfased 
which  acts  on  the  brain  by  impressions,  to  eat,  because  he  had nothnymth  which^ 
causing  a  crowd  of  images,  and  evcr-new  W  for  his  food :  he  was  sent  to  Ptos.  Aftv 
ideas^to  pass  before  the  understanding,  the  lapse  of  some  months,  I  advts»A  one  of 
necessarily  destroys  that  fixedness  of  thought,  ^"  ^"^"^  ^  ^!"«?  *  ^^'^^*  ^^  1^- 
that  concentration  of  attention,  which  makes  ™*^f  ^"^  P*''^'  *? .  ^^'^J  ^  "f  ^^• 
ns  lose  aU  hope.  Those  patients  who  can-  Thclawyer,  previouslyi  nstructed,  asked  for  a 
not  travel  must  be  exercised  and  diverted  '"^tten  memoir,  m  order  to  be  better  ac- 
hy excursions  on  foot,  or  in  a  carriage,  by  f^^^  with  the  stete  of  the  busing, 
bodily  exercises,  by  cultivating  the  ^und,  ^^^  f °"«  ***y" .  >"««"J^*«>n»  ^I/f^^^f  '^- 
by  the  care  of  a  garden,  by  household  oc  fV  *«»5  »«no,r,  which  obhged  him  to  go 

cupations,  and  by  the  practice  of  any  pro-  ^''^^T     !i°lu*''''i!fl'- "'*I!^     T"*  "^ 


fession.      Riding  on  horseback  excites  the  «▼«»  to  underteke  short  jonrnies.     A>monlh 

activity  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  favours  ^  hardly  paa^,  and  the  memoir  w«s  not 

insensible  perspintion,  while  it  luUe  and  ^'^•^^  ''^.  **  *'"  *^*«*  ^^  ^^  **^ 

diverts  the  attention.    Good  results  are  ob-  "^  'PP!?^*?.?  *  *^"»  ''"**.  ■?»  ***" 

tained  from  driving.     The  English  struggle  P**!?-    .^:   t"^  J^^  "  •*"»*^  ^' 

against  the  spleen  by  taking  the  pbice  of  T  B^imrol,  DeBdMakttmmiMiei :  Z2e  te 

thehr  coachmen,  and  thus  passing  through  ^W««w»«.  ««  Mclaneiolm. 

the  streets  of  London ;  the  celebrated  Alfieri  __  . . 

Z^^^^""^S "^r^ttZ      INSECT  ORIGIN  OF  SMALL-POX. 
•ome  objeot ;   but  we  must  be  cautious  in       ^  By  M.  Serres.  ^ 

tmstmg  arms  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  

suicide.     Pinel  expresses  the  wish  that  every 

asyhmi  for  the  insane  should  be  near  a  farm,  At  the   Institat,  on  the  4th  of  July,  M. 

where  the  patients  may  cultivate  the  ground.  Serres  mentioned  the  following  fkct,  seeming 

Dr.   Langermann  had  almost  realized  this  to  favour  the  hypothesis  of  animalcules  in 

wish  at  the  Bareuth  Asylum,  where  he  wa|  small-pox.     By  covering  each  pustule  with 

phyaietan.  a  glass  capsule,  which  is  kept  for  some  days 

Dr.  Horn  has  provided  the  insane  patients  in  its  place,  he  has  seen  the  process  of  erup- 

in  the  hospital  at  Berlin  with  all  the  means  tion  either  go  on,  or  languish,  or  be  com- 

of  exerciso  compatible-  with  their  safety,  and  pletely  abortive,  according  as  the  glass  was 

he  derives- great  advantage  from  it.     At  the  transparent  or  more  or  less  opaque.    This 

Salp^tri^re,  a  considerable  number  of  our  in-  infiuence  was  evidently  due  to  the  contact 

saaowomen  are  occupied  in  sewing,  knitting,'  of  the  air.  [Qy. — Should  not  this  be  the 

and  other  manual  work,  and  several  are  em-  admission  of  light?]    T%e  experiment,  he 

ph^d  In  the  service  of  the  house.    These  adds,  was  not  merely  curious,  for  it  led  to 

active  occufiatiemi  have  their  share  in  the  a  modification  of  some  of  the  hygienic  mea- 


FATTY  AND  CEl^LULAR  DEGENERATION  OF  MUSCLE.  3d3 

ttties  adopts  in   smaU-poz.    PrvTiouily,  tbe  eSFe  mvf  be  wished  lro«i  the  powder, 

patieata  were  (enerally  placed  in  lituationa  and  the  ordbiary  nilea  as  to  oleanlineaa  be 

as  well  aired  and  lighted  as  possible ;  but  attended  to.   In  seTere  cases  the  appUcitkm 

now,  one  knows  that  dark  situations  are  far  may  be  repelled  twice  every  day ;  but  when 

better  for  this  kind  of  disease,  and  that  this  the  disease  is  mild  a  single  applioation  daily 

change  alone  is  enough  to  ensure  the  most  suffices  to  effect  a  cure  in  fiom  four  to  ten 

favourable  progress  of  its  evolution.    The  days,  if  the  remedy  had  been  had  reoourae 

success  at  La  Piti^  was  never  more  complete  to  from  the  .outset.    The  more  severe  and 

than  daring  one  year  when  all  the  patients  intractable  forms  of  the  disease  do  not  appear 

with  small-pox  had,  of  necessity,  to  be  put  to  have  been  benefited  by  the  local  enploy- 

into  a  low,  ill-aired,  dark  ward — a  sort  of  ment  of  calomel.— HedicttufcAe  ZeiHin§; 

cellar.    The  confluent  cases  there  went  on  and  Brii,  and  Far.  Mtd.  Memew, 

as  favourably  as  was  possible.    At  present,  in 

the  same  hospital,  they  are  moved  from  the  • 

iint  floor  into  the  rez-de  chaust^e,  and  they  FATTY  AND  CELLULAR 

do  well  there.  DEGENERATION  OP  MUSCLE. 

M.  Serres  took  this  occasion  to  mention 

that  he  had  seen  between  1700  and  1800  By  D».  Joseph  Engbl. 

cases  of  small-pox  in  private  and  in  hospital  . 

practice,  and  that  he  was  certain  that  the  accordino  to  Gluge,  the  fetty  degeneration 

number  of  those  affected   with  small-pox  ^  m^g^le  consists  in  the  deposition  of  fat, 

after  vaccination  was  not  greater  than  that  partly  in  a  free,  partly  in  an  encysted  state, 

of  those  who  had  small-pox  twice.   [For  the  between  the  primitive  muscular  fibres.     The 

first  of  these  statements  M.  Serres  may  have  ^^thor  is  of  opinion  that  the  above  is  not  the 

made  it  probable,  as  our  old  physicians  be-  ^ly  metamorphosU  which  takes  place,  but 

Ucved,  that  it  is  beneficial  to  exclude  the  jg  not  able  to  persuade  himself  that  an  actual 

light  in  small-pox ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  tranaformation  of  moscuUr  Ukto  ceUular  tis- 

that  iU  ventUation    is    to    be  desired.]—  ^^  is  to  be  admitted.    So  long  as  muscle, 

GmzetU  J^dtcaie,  examined  by  the  microscope,  undergoes  no 

^ ot  her  alteration  than  a  mere  change  of  colour, 

ON  THE  LOCAL  EMPLOYMENT  OF    ^^  ^^J'"' u^^f^®   P"?"T^  *u^Jf°^^^ 
^ » T  ^%#»T   TVT  ^numu » T  »*T  A  musculsr  bundles  remains  unaltered,  except 

CALOMEL  IN  OPHTHALMIA  ^jy^^  ^^^^  sheaths  appear  covered  with  a 

NEONATORUM.  greater  number  of  granulations,  the  greater 
Bv  M   Lauer  P"*  °^  which,  however,  are  readily  removed 
^      *              *  by  a  slight  pressure.     The  sheath  itself  of 
^~  the  fibre  appears  more  brittle  and  easily 
Tas  introduction  of  finely-powdered  calomel  ruptured  than  before;   the  least  pressure 
into  the  eye  in  ophthalmia  was  originally  destroys  its  continuity.     In  the  same  pro- 
practised  by  Dupuytren.     Professor  Fricke  portion  in  which  the  fatty  condition  of  the 
of  Hamburg  has  noticed,  in  his  Zeitschrifl  muscle  and  its  loss  of  colour  become  ap- 
for  1837,  the  violent  reaction  which  its  em-  parent  to  the  naked  eye,  do  the  longitudinal 
ployment  excites  in  the  case  of  persons  who  lines  of  the  muscular  bundles  become  more 
have  been  taking  iodine,  probably  owing  to  evident,  the  granulations  more  numerous, 
the  formation  of   an  iodide  of  mercury,  and  the  bundles  themselves  appear  covered 
About  a  year  since  Dr.  Kluge  began  to  use  with  a  multitude  of  large  bladders  of  fat, 
it  as  a  local  application  in  the  cases  of  which,   from    becoming    flattened,   present 
ophthalmia  of  new-bom  infanta  which  came  various  forms,   and  are  at  length  united, 
under  his  care  in  the  lying-in  department  of  partly  with  each  other,  partly  with  the  bni^- 
the  Chants  at  Berlin.      The  results  were  dies  of  muscular  fibres,  by  a  tolerably  ad- 
extremely  fortunate,  and  Pr.  v.  Siebold  of  hesive  substance.      The   author    failed    to 
Gottingen,   who  was    induced  to  try   the  detect  fat  in  a  free  state  in  fresh  muscle; 
remedy,  hai  obtained  from  its  employment  which,  however,  if  treated  with  spirit  of 
very  great  success.  wine,  gives  out  fat  in  notable  quantity.  Yet 
The  manner  of  introducing  the  calomel  in  this  case  the  fat  seems  to  be  simply  ex- 
into  the  eye  is  by  means  of  a  camera  hair  tracted  from  the  sebaceous  bladders  or  cysts 
pODcil  loaded  with  the  powder,  whichisshaken  by  the  action  of  the  spirit  of  wine;  these 
from  it  into  the  eye,  while  an  awristant  cysts,  thus  deprived  of  their  contents,  being 
aeparmtes  the  lids.     In  the  treatment  of  the  visible,  in  a  shrivelled  state,  between  the 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  this  remedy  may  be  bundles  of  .muscular  fibre.     Water  causes 
had  recourse  to  as  soon  as  the  first  tracea  of  the  &t  to  soUdify,  and  to  appear  surrounding 
the  diseaie  appear,  and  its  employment  once  the  muscular  bundles  like  a  sheath«  from 
daily  is  then  in  general  sufficient.  After  the  among  which,  by  a  slight  pressure,  it  may 
kpse  of  firora  half  an  hour  to  two  hours,  be  forced  in  the  shape  of  half  cylinders, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  the  secretion.  The  muscular  bundles  amid  this  deposition 
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of  fet,  partly  free  and  partly  encysted,  lose 
entirely  their  sheaths ;  so  that  their  delicate 
iibrillK  (primitive  fibres),  after  the  fat  being 
washed  away,  lie  bare.  This  condition,  and 
no  other,  it  is  which  constitutes  the  so-called 
degeneration  of  muscle  into  fatty  and  oellalar 
tissue,  and  which  consists  of  nothing  but  a 
deposition  of  fat  between  the  bundles  of 
muscular  fibres  deprived  of  their  sheaths. 
The  sheath  of  the  rouncular  bundles  appears 
to  be  indispensable  to  elasticity,  firmness, 
equal  action,  and  vital  function  of  muscle. 
Whether  the  change  of  colour  which  super- 
venes after  some  time  in  separated  muscle 
be  owing  to  the  loss  of  the  sheath,  the  author 
is  not  prepared  to  say.  A  question  arises, 
whether  the  destruction  of  the  sheath  of  the 
muscular  bundles  be  owing  to  the  deposition 
of  fat,  or  whether  the  converse  relation  be 
the  real  one,  or,  finally,  whether  both  changes 
be  synchronnns  results  of  a  common  cause. — 
Oesterreich,  MedieinUche  Wocfuntchrift  i 
and  Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Review. 


APPARENT  DEATH  BY  LIGHTNING. 
By  Dr.  Hartmann,  of  Neu  Ruppin. 

Thrke  persons  were  at  the  same  instant 
struck  by  lightning.  In  one  the  symptoms 
were  severe  and  remarkable.  He  was  a 
healthy  man  of  twenty. six.  When  the 
author  saw  him,  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
the  stroke,  he  lay  completely  unconscious, 
as  if  in  apoplexy.  His  pulse  was  less  than 
60,  full  and  hard ;  his  respiration  snoring ; 
his  pupils  dikted  and  insensible.  There 
were  frequent  twitchings  of  the  arms  and 
hands;  the  thumbs  were  flexed  and  im- 
moveable, and  the  jaws  firmly  clenched. 
Soon  after  the  author  arrived  severe  clonic 
spasms  came  on,  so  that  four  men  could 
scarcely  hold  the  patient  in  his  bed;  and 
his  body  was  drawn  to  the  left  side.  As 
soon  as  these  had  relaxed  he  was  bled  to 
16  oz.,  cold  was  applied  to  the  head,  a  blister 
to  tLe  nape,  and  mustard  poultices  to  the 
legs.  Stimulating  enemata  and  opium  were 
also  administered;  and  in  the  course  of 
twenty.four  hours  the  patient's  conscious- 
ness slowly  returned,  and  he  was  soon  com- 
pletely recovered.  The  only  external  injury 
discernible  was  a  red  streak,  as  broad  as  a 
finger,  which  extended  from  the  left  temple 
over  the  neck  and  the  sternum,  to  the  pre- 
cordial region,  and  which  disappeared  com- 
pletely in  a  few  days. — Ibid. 

LITERARY  NOTICE. 

In  the  press,  Lectures  on  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Physic,  delivered  at  King's 
College,  London,  by  Thomas  Watson, 
M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 


siclans,  Physician  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital, 
and  formerly  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College, 
Cambridge. 
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J.  O'Hea.—T.  Morgan.— D.  M.  AitKen.— J. 
Dwyre.— J.  G.  (Rusher.— H.  B.  L.  Brock.  — T, 
Bishop.  —  O.  Tweddell.  —  C.  J.  Fmt.  —  G.  B. 
M'LAughlin.— J.  R.  King.— J.  H.  Gramahaw. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  November  26,  1842. 

8mall  Pox 8 

Measles  S4 

Scarlatina  4S 

Hooptng  Cough  IS 

Croup  9 

Thrush    4 

Diarrhoea    4 

Dysentery  S 

Cholera    0 

Influenza 1 

Typhus    Si 

Erysipelas S 

Svphiiis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  ISS 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Oigans  of 

Respiration    984 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  7 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    58 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 10 

Childbed 10 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c .«  1 

Rheumatism a 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c I 

Ulcer   1 

FistuU  0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 1 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat Ill 

Old  Af^e  or  Natural  Decay 68 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     IS 

Causes  not  specified  9 

Deaths  fkom  all  Causes 8SS 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51<>  37'  32"iV. 
Longitude  \P  3'  51"  W.  of  Greemriek. 
November.     THBBMOMBTBa.   Babombtbb. 


Wednesday  30 

flrom  37  to  47 

99*54  to  29-88 

December. 

Thursday  .    1 

97      53 

98-M       99-96 

Friday.  .  .    9 

55      47 

SO'OO       90-06 

Saturday  .    S 

90      51 

30-01        30-94 

Sunday  .  .    4 

38      51 

30-39       30-30 

Monday  .  .    5 

40      47 

30*39       30*17 

Tuesday    .    6 

37      40 

90*14       Stat. 

Wind,  S.E.  and  S.W.  on  the  30th  ult ;  S.  ontbe 
1st  and  2d  inst. ;  S.  W.  on  the  3rd ;  N.  by  W.  and 
S.  on  the  4th ;  S.  by  W.  on  the  5th;  and  8.W. 
and  S.  bT  B.  on  the  6th. 

Generally  cloudy ;  a  little  rain  on  the  1st  and 
9d  instant. 

Rain  ftUlen,  -OSS  of  an  inch. 

Cbarlbb  H«nrt  Adams. 

Wilson  6e  Ooiltt,  57f  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  supply  of  nerves;  and  even  this  uneasiness 

^^  ^^g  may  vary  in  its  character  with  the  severity 

or  depth  of  the  derangement,  so  as  to  cause 

PRINCIPLES  AND  CLASSIFICATION  either  burning  or  smarting  pain,  or  the  most 

OF  DISEASE,  annoying  itching,  a  mere  unpleasant  tingling^ 

nw..««/7^  ^#   Tn^/.V*  nnm^tni  or  a  gTcat  DumbcT  of  intermediate  scnsations, 

Delveed  at  &t.  Toma$  t  Hmpttal,  ^j^    however,   characteristic  of   the  part 

B»  Thomas  Hodokii«,  M.D.  affected.     The  kind   of  constitutional  de- 
Lecturer  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  ™ngement,  if  it  exist,  will  also  be  influenced* 

at  St.  Thomas's  HospiUl  School.  by  the  tissue.     Let  us  suppose  the  injury  to 

be  in  the  cellular  membrane  beneath  the 

skin ;  this  will  probably  lead  to  swelling  and 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  preceding  lecture  a  tension ;  a  pain  of  a  different  kind  will  be 

defined  case  of  derangement  affecting  the  felt ;  and  it  will  frequently  be  accompanied 

hand  was  described   to   you,  which  served  by  throbbing,  perceptible  to  the  patient  and 

as  an  example  of  local  disease — of  the  na-  others  in  consequence  of  the  resistance  af- 

tural  tendency  to  restoration  brought  about  forded  to  the  arterial  circulation.     A  greater 

by  waat  is  called  the  vis  medicatrix  naturse ;  degree  of  constitutional  disturbance  is  likely 

and  we  have   seen,    that   this  local  form  to  be  produced  than  the  extent  of  visible 

may  also  lead   to    constitutional   derange-  derangement  might  have  led  one  to  anticipate 

ment,  in  which  the  disturbance  of  the  sys-  a  prioti ;  and  frequently,  even  in  the  course 

tem  does  not  bear  a  direct  relation  to  the  of  a  few  days,  or  even  a  shorter  period,  a 

functions  of  the  part,  as  is  the  case  when  we  new  material,  foreign  to  the  part,  and  even 

have  symptoms  produced  by  interference  to  the  system  in  a  state  of  health,  is  often 

with  respiration  or  circulation.     The  S3rmp-  produced.     This  material,  which  is  called 

tonus  of  the  constitutional  disturbance  might  pus,  and  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 

have  been  equally  produced  by  the  derange-  results  of  inflammation,  is  more  particularly 

ment  of  any  other  part.     There  are  still  prone  to  be  formed  as  a  consequence  of  the 

many  other  consider^ons  which  claim  our  derangement    of    cellular    membrane.     Its 

attention,  without  special  reference  to  the  formation,  in  most  parts,  is  accompanied  by 

ftinctionoftbe organ  affected;  we  vrill  there-  some  peculiarities  in  the  constitutional  dis- 

fore  still  keep  to  the  case  of  disease  in  the  turbance,  of  which  rigors  are  perhaps  the 

hand.     If  we  merely  consider  the  variety  of  most  remarkable. 

derangements  of  which  this  part  may  be  the         The  derangement  may  be  yet  more  deeply 

seat,  we  shall  find  that  there  are  varieties  in  seated  ;  the  sheaths  of  the  numerous  tendons 

the  phenomena  which  it  is  of  great  im-  entering  into  the  composition  of  the  hand, 

portance  to  attend  to,  depending  upon  the  and  the  fluid  which  in  health  lubricates  their 

tissue  composing   the    part    to  which   the  internal  surface,  may  become  increased ;  the 

affection  ^or/trti/aWy  belongs.   Other  varia-  swelling  produced  by  this  cause,  if  simple, 

tioDS  are  dependent  on  the  causes  of  derange-  will  not  only  be  peculiar  in  its  character  and 

ment,  and  others  on  the  state  of  the  person  situation,  but  in  the  kind  of  uneasiness  which 

in  whom  they  occur.     It  is  to  each  of  these  attends  it.      It  may  have  beeen  produced 

in  succession  that  I  now  invite  your  atteu-  slowly,  and  be  accompanied  with  little  or  no 

tion.     The  derangement  may  be  merely  on  pain  ;  or  it  may  have  come  on  acutely,  as  in 

the  surface,  and  affect  the  skin,  and  conse-  rheumatic  affection,  and  be  chiefly  felt  when, 

quently  be  attended  with  considerable  pain  any,  even  the  slightest,  attempt  at  motion  is 

or  uneasiness  in  consequence  of  the  ample  made ;  or  it  may  have  proceeded  from  injury, 

785.- XXXI.  2  C 
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bj  which  the  natarally  dote  cavity  formed  ment  may  exist  in  the  cartilage  coTering  the 
by  these  sheatha  has  been  opened.    The  enda  of  the  bone,  o^  in  the  aynovial  mem- 
symptoms  dependent  on  such  an  injury,  in  brane  associated  with  it. 
the  infliction  of  which  scarcely  any  pain        The  strongly  marked  differences  in  the 
may  hsTC  been  experienced,  may  be  of  the  symptom  of   disease  dependent  upon  the 
most  serere  character,  and  prove  rapidly  particular  tissue  which  it  affects,  has  been 
Iktal.     I  remember  a  case  in  which  a  ten-  strongly  insisted  upon  by  Pinel  and  Bichac, 
dinous  sheath  was  careftilly  opened  with  a  and  thus  lead  to  the  important  service  which 
lancet,  to  allow  the  escape  of  the  morbidly  the  latter  has  rendered  to  medical  sdence  in 
increased  quantity  of  synovia,  intermixed  the  lift  which  he  gave  to  general  anatomy, 
with  numeroua  little  loose  bodies  which  had  which,  before  his  labours,  could  scarcely  be 
been  formed  in  it.    The  operation,  which  said  to  have  formed  a  distinct  branch  of 
at   the  time  seemed  very  trivial,   was  as  anatomy,  although  our  countryman,  Car- 
quiddy  foUqwed  by  the  most  urgent  symp-  michael  Smith,  must  be  admitted  to  have 
toms :  not  only  the  whole  hand  became  in-  preceded  him  in  sketching  its  outlines, 
flamed,  but  the  constitutional  derangement        Great  as  are  the  differences  in  the  local, 
was  so  severe  that  the  patient  died  in  a  feW'  and  also  in  the  general  symptoms,  dependent 
houra.     Such  serious  consequences,  in  this  on  the  particular  tissue  in  which  the  derange- 
and  numerous  similar  cases,  are  referable  to  ment  has  its  seat,  there  are  likewise  dif- 
the  particular  tissue  which  becomes  the  seat  ferences  dependent  on  other  circumstances 
of  deraogement ;  and  we  are  consequently  equally  worthy  of  attention,  and  which  are 
led  to  expect  them  whenever  an  extensive  to  be  referred  to  the  nature  of  the  existing 
tendinous  sheath,  or  the  synovial  capsule  of  derangement.     In  some  of  the  instances  to 
a  large  joint,  has  been  opened.    But  it  may  which  I  have  already  alluded,  I  have  spoken 
happen  that  the  tendon  enclosed    in  the  of  inflamma^n  as  taking  place  in  the  part* 
sheath  has  suffered  more  than  the  sheath  Inflammation  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  most 
itself.    This    dense    and    feebly   organised  common,  and,  upon  the  whole,  one  of  the 
structure  is  but  little  sensitive  to  injuries  most  important  forms  of  derangement  with 
which  it  may  receive  at  the  time  of  infliction,  which,  in  the  practice  of  our  art,  we  have  to 
yet  very  severe  pain  may  be  fdt  where  this  contend ;  but  inflammation  itsdf  comprises 
structure  has  become  inflamed.    From  its  several  varieties  ;    and   there  are  likewise 
situation,  however,  we  do  not  often  see  the  cases  in  which,  though  it  may  exist,  there 
affections  of  this  structure  in  a  simple  un-  are  other  causes  which  give  the  more  essen- 
complicated  form,  which  must  be  1)0016  in  tial  charactej  to  the  case.   Thus  the  inflam* 
mind  in  noticing  both  the  local  and  oonsti-  mation  may  dther  be  of  an  acute  or  dinmie 
tutional  disturbances  wluch  attend.    There  character;    it    may  remain    pretty    much 
is  one  peculiarity  to  be  noticed  amongst  concentrated    on    a    particular  part,  and, 
the  general  disturbance  which    is  apt  to  though  intense,  be  little  disposed  to  spread ; 
follow  derangement  seated  in  this  structure,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  have  a  different 
Though  by  no  means  exdusively,  they  seem,  character,  and  be  much  disposed  to  advance 
more  than  those  of  any  other  tissue,  to  lead  from  the  spot  at  which  it  was  originally 
to  those  formidable  symptoms  which  we  seated — as  we  see  in  erysipelss,  and  those 
know  by  the  name  of  tetanus — symptoms  forms  of  inflammation  which  are  allied  to  it. 
which,  unlike  those  to  which  I  have  pre-  One  of  the  consequences  to  which  inflamma- 
vioudy  adverted  as  having  a  generd  character  tion  is  apt  to  lead  is  the  formation  of  an 
consequent  upon  the  locd  affections  which  I  extemd  wound  or  ulcer,  and  nothing  can  be 
have  mentioned,  and  which  have  had  more  more  various  than  the  appearances  which 
or  less  of  a  febrile  character,  prindpdly  these    open    wounds    present — differences 
marked  by  disturbance  of  the  dreulation,  in  which  it  is  of  great  importance  to  be  well 
some  of  its  various  forms,  is,  in  the  present  acquainted  with,  and  readily  to  appreciate, 
instance,  more  especially  connected  with  the  both  for  diagnosis  and  treatment.     In  both 
mysterious  ftmctions  of  the  nervous  system,  of  these  respects,  the  detdls  connected  with 
Tetanus  resulting  from  such  injury,  will,  them  bdong  to  the  surgicd  dividon  of  your 
therefore,  doubtless,  form  one  of  the  in-  studies,    lliey  form,  however,  so  essentid  a 
teresting  topics  upon  which  yon  will  have  part  of  the  generd  view,  that  they  must  not 
the  advantage  of  listening  to  my  distinguished  be  passed  over  with  mere  dlusion.     Some- 
IKend  and  colleague,  Dr.  Marshall  Hall.  times  you  will  And  the  wound  remdning 
Again,   the  bones  may  be  the  seat  of  day  after  day  in  tiatu  quo,  showing  ndther 
derangement*    A  different  kind  of  pain  will  dispodtion  to  advance  in  the  repdring  pro- 
be felt ;   the  progress  of  the  disease  will  be  cess,  nor  to  be  attended  with  increase  in  the 
marked  by  dow  stsges,  and  the  appearance  extent  or  severity  of  the  derangement.     It 
of  the  adjoining  tissues,  when  they  become  may  be  covered  with  a  moist  exudation  of 
affboted  in  consequence  of  disease  of  tiie  the  part,  but  in  other  respects  it  might 
bone,  wffl  bo  peculiar  and  characteristic  of  dmost  appear  as  if  it  existed  in  a  part 
the  primary  alfectioD.    Again,  the  derange-  devoid  of  life.    Such  would  be  an  extreme 
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case  of  indolence,  both  as  respects  the  part  belong  to  the  animal  producing  them,  but 
and  the  system.    When  this  is  not  the  case,  are  the  resnlt  of  changes  indaced  by  disease  ; 
we  may  find,  on  the  one  hand,  the  repairing  on  which  account  they  are  called  morbid 
prooeas  advancing  and  characterised  by  the  poisons.    Thus  a  human    being  or  other 
production  of  pus,  the  appearance  of  little  animal,  suffering  severely  from  local  disease 
red  elevatioDS  upon  the  denuded  surface,  the  and  consequent  general  disturbance,   may 
daily  increase  of  substance  by  which  the  have  some  of  hia  fluids  brought  into  such  a 
woimd  is  fiUed  up,  and  its  contracting  mar-  state  that  if  an  extremely  small  portion  be 
cm  fynaed  by  stdvaneing  new  skin.     Even  taken  from  the  living  body,  or  very  shortly 
in  tids  state  you  may  have  varieties;  the  pus  after  death,  and  introduced  into  a  wound, 
may  not  be  a&  you  could  desire,  and  the  new  the  moat  intense  and  destructive  inflamma- 
growtfa  technically  known  by  the  name  of  tion  may  be  set  up,  accompanied  by  severe 
granulations  may  be  faulty  both  in  colour  and  even  fatal  constitutiotial  disturbance, 
and  siae.     There  are  more  modes  in  which,  Of  this  description  are  the  injuries  to  which 
in  the  absence  of  the  repairing  process,  the  the  members  of  our  profession  are  exposed 
aggravation  of  disease  may  exhibit  itself,  in  pursuing   practical  anatomy,  and  more 
The  open  wound  may  increase  in  size,  its  especially  that  department  which  is  con- 
surface  still  presenting  a  fresh  and  ulcerating  nected  with  the  investigation  of  disease,  bs- 
character.    This  is,  perhaps,  the  commonest  cause  in  such  cases  the  bodies  are  nearest  to 
form  of  ukera  not  disposed  to  heal ;   but  that  state  in  which  death  occurred.  To  most 
there  is  a  more  remarkable  and  rapid  form  of  you   I   trust  thut  practical  anatomy  is 
of  such  ulcers,  to  which  the  very  appropriate  sufficiently  familiar  ;  for  the  allusion  which  I 
name  of  phagedenic  is  applied.     Sometimes  have  just  made  to  the  dangera  which  attend 
the  extension  takes  place  by  the  manifest  it  produce  no  discouragement,  and  if  you 
death  rather  than  by  the  gradual  and  imper-  have  experienced  the  effect  which  -I  have 
oeptible  erosion  of  the  aidijacent  parts.     In  mentioned  in  your  own  persons,  or  witnessed, 
such  a  case  the  sore  would  be  said  to  have  a  it  in  those  of  your  dissecting-room  com- 
aioughing  character.    The  occurrence  of  this  panions,  you  will  not  only  undentand  the 
manifest  death,  or  sloughing,  would  conduct  illustration  which  it  affords,  but  appreciate 
OS  to  another  form  of  derangement,  which  is  those  means  which  may  be  adopted  to  pre- 
rether  to  be  spoken  of  as  a  sequel  to  inflam-  vent  the  mischief  or  obviate  its  consequences, 
mation.     Without  this  consequence  being  Some  of  these  poisons  lead  to  so  much  local 
produced,  there  are  other  varieties  in  the  injury  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spot  to  which 
appearance  and  nature  of  the  ulcerated  part,  they  may  be  applied,  as  to  produce  local 
or  open  wound,  depending  upon  the  par-  death,  or  sphacelus,  to  which  I  shall  have  oc- 
ticular  cause  which  gave  rise  to  it.     Either  casion  again  to  allude.     As  another  instance 
at  the  time  the  skin  was  broken,  or,  in  other  of  a  morbid  poison   producing  a  peculiar 
words,  the  wound  was  produced,  or  at  some  character  in  the  particular  part  to  which  it 
subsequent   period,  some  offending  cause,  is  applied,  and  thence  affecting  the  entire 
possessing  particular  properties,  may  have  system,  I  may  adduce  a  very  remarkable  in- 
been  appfied  to  the  denuded  surface.     Some  stance  of  the  communication  of  a  morbid 
of  these,  like  the  bite  of  the  adder  and  the  poison  from  the  teats  of  a  cow  to  a  chap  or 
sting  of  the  scorpion,  quickly  produce  a  high  other  abrasion  in  the  hand  of  a  milker.  Thia 
degree  of  inflammation,  accompanied  with  will  give  rise  to  inflammation,  producing  a 
much  pain  and  swelling,  extending  to  a  con-  sore,   which,  ii>  its  elevation,  surftice,  and 
siderable  distance  from  the  point  at  which  the  character  of  the  fluid  which  it  contains,  is  re- 
injury was  inflicted,  and  attended  with  a  high  cognisable  as  that  specific  pustule  to  which 
dqs^ree  of  constitutional  disturbance,  which  is  the  name  of  cow-pock  is  given.     More  or 
rarely  fatal,  but  continues  for  a  few  days,  less  general  disturbance  of  Uie  system  is  pro- 
There  are  other  poisons  produced  by  animals  duoed  in  conjunction  with  it,  but  the  won- 
of  a  similar  description ;  but  more  especially  derful  consequence  which  ensues  is,  that  the 
by  those  of  the  ophidian  or  serpent  class,  individual  who  has  been  so  affected  is  not 
the  fiital  energy  of  whose  poisons  is  so  great  only  exempt  from  the  recurrence  of  the  same 
that  death  cuts  off  the  sufferer  before  Uiere  affection,   but  in  most  cases  from  the  in- 
has  been  any  time  allowed  for  the  part  to  fluence  of  another  most  widely  spreading  and 
which  the  poison  was  applied  to  undergo  fatal  morbid  poison,  that  of  small-pox.    We 
those  changes  by  which  any  great  alteration  must  receive  with  thankfulness  the  blessing 
in  appearance  can  be  effected.     At  the  same  which  the  discovery  of  such  a  fact  has  proved, 
time,  it  is  extremely  probable  that  in  the  Our  curiosity  and  desire  to  investigate  may 
minute  structure  of  the  part  to  which  the  be    excited    to   understand    how    such    a 
poison  has  been  applied  changes  do  take  marvellous   result  is    brought  about,    but 
place,  which,  if  invisible  to  the  naked  eye,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  must  long, 
may  hereafter  be  disclosed  by  microscopic  remain  amonst  those  mysteries  connected 
research.      There  are  animal    poisons  of  with  animal  life  which  baffle  the  physiologist, 
another  deieription  which  do  not  necessarily  and  that  in  pnotioe  we  must  be  content  to 
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take  advantage  of  it  as  a  piece  of  well-  biDing  its  influence  with  that  of  various  other 

directed  empiricism.    Tlterc  are  other  mor-  causes  of  deranged  health,  modifying  the 

hid  poisons  more  or  less  analogous  to  that  appearances  which  they  present,  prolonging 

of  SDiall-pox,  which  I  need  not  particularize  their  duration  by  annulling  the  tendency  to 

in  this  general  review,  as  they  will  require  to  spontaneous  cure,  and  introducing  the  neces- 

be  spoken  of  in  detail  when  we  shall  be  en-  sity  for  peculiar  modes  of  treatment.     Thus, 

gaged  with  the  consideration  of  particular  many  of  the  diseases  of  the  skin  are  modifled 

diseases,  but  for  the  sake  of  illustration  I  by  syphilitic  taint ;   the  fauces,  so  liable  to 

must  mention  two  or  three  others  of  a  some-  transmit  inflammation  from  exposure  to  cold, 

what  diflerent  character.  become,  under  the  influence  of  the  same 

In   the  instances   of  morbid    poison  of  taint,  subject  to  a  most  characteristic  cy- 

which  I  have  already  spoken,  the  constitu-  nanche  of  longer  duration  ;  and  if  rheumatism 

tional  affection  has  quickly  followed  the  local  attack  the  patient,  to  which  the  nature  of  his 

application  of  the  poison,  and  whether  it  has  treatment  may  render  him  particularly  liable, 

exhibited  itself  with  great  severity  or  com-  the  symptoms  of  this  affection  are  modified 

parative  mildness,  such  derangement  has  as-  in  their  character,  and  in  their  treatment 

sumed  the  character  ofan  acute  affection,  ter-  are  found  to  be  additionally  intractable  and 

minatmg  in  recovery  or  death,  in  the  course  obstinate. 

of  a  few  days.  I  n  the  case  to  which  I  have  next 

to  advert,  the  local  spplication  of  the  poison,  LECTURES 

though  it  may  produce  a  sore,  is  not  in-      iLLusraATivB  or  somb  important  ciacuM- 
variably  followed  by  constitutional  disturb-  stances  connbctbd  with 

ance.     When  this,  however,  is  produced,  it  opwu  ativt?   qttuppuy 

supervenes  at  a  much  later  period,  and  does  OFbRAl  1 VI!.  bURUlLKY, 

not  appear  to  have  any  tendency  to  spon-         Delivered  at  St.  George'e  Hoepital, 
taneouB  cure.    By  its  affection  of  the  system  «    o      »   r.  »  r» 

at  one  time,  it  affords  no  protection  against  ^y  Sib  B.  C.  Bbodie,  Bart. 

the  recurrence  of  the  like  disease  from  sub-  »,   ,0-0 

sequent  application  of  the  poison.  The  mor-  Lecture  L— Dec.  7, 1842. 

bid  poison  of  which  I  am  now  speaking  has  There  is  no  department  of  the  healing  art 

another  remarkable  property,  namely,  that  in  which  there  is  so  much  to  interest  or  to 

of  being,  when  it  has  affected  the  system,  excite  both  our  own  profession  and  the  pub- 

trenutnUrible  by  descent  from  the  parent  to  lie,  as  there  is  in  operative  surgery.    In  the 

the  offspring,  so  that  we  may  a])ply  to  it  greater  number  of  cases  of  disease  treated 

the  proverb,  "  the  fathers  have  eaten  sour  by  other  means,  it  u  difficult  to  say  how 

grapes,  and  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on  much  of  the  success  obtained  belongs  to  the 

edge."  This  poison  is  that  of  syphilis,  which  remedies  employed,  and  how  much  to  the 

for  several    centuries    past   has  been  the  natural  powers  of  the  patient's  constitution, 

soourge  of  vice  in  civUixed  countries,  by  But  it  is  entirely  different  in  those  cases  that 

whom  it  has  more  recently  been  introduced  are  the  subjects  of  operations.     Recourse 

amongst    the    ignorant    and    unsuspecting  is  had  to  this  mode  of  treatment  only  when 

aborigines  of  uncivilized  countries,  where  it  nature  can  go  no  further ;  and  an  operation, 

has  proved  one  of  the  most  fearful  of  the  ex-  so  far  from  being  the  direction  of  a  natural 

terminating  agents  which  have  been  brought  process  to  a  safe  result,  is,  for  the  most  part, 

to  bear  upon  the  natives.       •  an  abrupt  and  rude  interference  with  what- 

Although  this  poison  is  generally  commu-  ever  nature  is  about.     If  a  cure  arise  from 

nicated  through  the  medium  of  impure  sexual  an  operation,  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  that, 

intercourse,  I  am  perfectly  warranted  in  in-  and  to  that  only  :  and  thus  it  happens  that 

troducingitamongstthe  affections  of  that  part  some  of  the  most  splendid  results  obtained 

of  the  body  which  I  have  selected  as  furnishing  in  the  healing  art  are  those  which  are  claimed 

illustrations  of  the  general  view  of  disease  by  the  operating  surgeon, 
which  I  am  now  offering.     It  has  not  very        But  an  operation,  while  it  may  do  good, 

unfrequently  happened  that  the  surgeon  or  may  also  be  productive  of  evil.     A  man  has  a 

the  nurse,  in  their  attendance  on  a  patient  stone  in  the  bladder ;  he  is  suffering  torture ; 

suffering  from  the  influence  of  this  poison,  he  has  nothing  but  a  frightful  death  to  which 

has  received  a  portion  of  it  on  a  cut  or  abra-  he  can  look  forward.     As  the  least  of  two 

sion  of  the  hand.      The  sore-  which   has  evils,  he  is  contented  to  submit  to  the  ope- 

followed  has  assumed  the  peculiar  appear-  ration  of  lithotopiy ;  and,  it  may  be,  that  in 

ance  which  characterises  the  syphilitic  ulcer,  the  brief  space  of  three  minutes  he  is  placed 

and  some  of  the  numerous  phenomena  of  in  a  situation  of  perfect  comfort,  and  that  in 
constitutional  derangement  which  it  is  forty-eight  hours  you  are  able  to  declare 
capable  of  producing,  have  ensued.  with  confidence  that  his  life  is  perfectly  safe. 

It  would  seem  that  the  unlimited  period  A  man  may  have  a  disease  in  the  knee-joint, 
of  time  during  which  this  poison  may  affect  with  carious  bone  and  abscesses ;  he  may  be 
the  system  gives  it  an  opportunity  of  com-    worn  out  by  pain,  by  perspirations,  sleepless 
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mghU,  and  other  symptoms  of  hectic  fever,  there  can  be  no  steady  hand,  no  accurate 
You  amputate  the  limb ;  and  even  on  that  eye ;  without  which,  also,  there  cannot  be 
very  night  he  may  sleep  soundly  ;  there  may  that  activity  and  energy  of  mind,  and  readi- 
be  no  more  perspirations,  and  in  a  week  he  ness  of  conduct,  which  are  so  necessary  to 
may  be  gaining  flesh,  and  present  the  aspect  enable  him  to  meet  the  unforeseen  difficulties 
of  health.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  that  will  continually  arise  in  the  greater, 
there  are  other  cases,  in  which  the  patient,  and  sometimes  even  in  the  smaller  opera- 
after  lithotomy,  may  die  within  forty-eight  tions,  of  surgery. 

hours,   although   he  might   have  lived — in  Some  things  to  which  you  have  to  attend 

misery,  it  is  true — had  he  been  let  alone,  in  an  operation  may  be  considered  ns  special 

for  a  year  or  longer.    So,  in  the  case  of  am-  — belonging  to  that  particular  operation,  and 

putation  for  a  diseased  knee-joint,  the  pa-  not  to  others.     In  operating  for  strangulated 

tient,  instead  of  recovering,   may  die  in  the  hernia,  if  you  divide  the  stricture  in  one 

course  of  a  few  days,  and  very  much  sooner  direction,    you   may   wound   the  epigastric 

than  he  would  have  done  had  not  an  opera-  artery  ;  while  if  you  divide  it  in  another,  no 

tion  been  resorted  to.  such  risk  is  incurred.     In  the  operation  of 

This  double  result  of  operations  adds  to  lithotomy,  if  you   make  your  incision  too 

the    interest    which   this   part  of    surgery  extensive,  you  may  cut  through  the  whole  of 

possesses,  and  to  the  responsibility  which  is  the  prostate  gland,  and  that  is  almost  certain 

entailed  on  those  who  practise  it.     But  what  death  to  the  patient.     There  are  other  things 

adds  still  more  both  to  the  one  and  to  the  which  belong  to  no  operation  in  particular, 

other,  ia  this — that  it  is  not  only  great  ope-  but  to  operations  generally,  and  it  is  to  these 

rations,  such  as  lithotomy,  and  the  amputa-  last  that  1  wish  more  particularly  to  direct 

tion  of  the  thigh,  that  are  attended  with  risk,  your  attention  in  the  present  lecture.     You 

A  man  died  in  this  hospital  from  the  conse-  must  not,  however,  lose  sight  either  of  the 

quences  of  the  sting  of  a  bee ;   and  another  one'  or  of  the  other  if  you  would  be  accom- 

died,  in  this  hospital  also,  from  those  of  the  plished  operators. 

bite  of  a  leech.  A  patient  died  in  consequence  An   accomplished  operator!    That   term 

of  a  wound,  not  an  inch  in  length,  on  the  in-  may  be  used  in  various  senses;  but  I  will 

sideofthe  knee,  made  for  the  purposeofdivid-  tell  you,  before  I  proceed  further,  in  what 

ing  the  saphena  vein.   I  have  known  a  patient  sense  I  use  it.     I  apply  it,  not  to  him  who 

die  from  erysipelas  that  followed  the  bimple  looks  at  his  watch  to  see  in  how  short  a 

operation  of  cupping ;  and  there  have  been  space  of  time  an  operation  may  be  completed ; 

not  a  few  instances  of  fatal  venous  inflam-  nor  to  him  who,  during  an  operation,  is 

niation  supervening  after  a  common  bleeding  putting  himself  in  the  situation  of  those  who 

in  the  arm.     A  lady  had  a  small  ency&ted  are  looking  on,  conbidering  what  they  will 

tumor  on  her  head  not  larger  than  a  pea.  say,   and  anxious  to  appear  dexterous   in 

A  surgeon  who  was  at  that  time  (for  what  I  their  eyes.     Accordiijg  to  my  notions,  he 

am  speaking  of  was  many  years  ago)  an  only    is    an    accomplished    operator   who, 

eminent  man  in  his  profession,  removed  the  before  he  engages  in  an  operation,  looks  at 

tumor,  but  did  it  imperfectly.     The  disease  all  the  consequences,  both  good  and  bad, 

returned,  and  another  surgeon,  at  that  time  which  may  ensue  ;  and  earnestly  endeavours 

in  large  practice  also,  removed  it  more  efTec-  to  lay  his  plans  so  that  there  may  be  as 

tually.     The  patient  died  from  erysipelas  of  great  a  chance  as  possible  of  the  former  being 

the  scalp.     So  others  have  died  from  the  re-  obtained,  and  of  the  latter  being  avoided  ; 

moval  of  piles,  and  other  apparently  trifling  and  who,  while  actually  engaged  in  an  ope- 

operations.  ration,  thinks  neither  of  himself  nor  of  the 

Considering  these  different  results  that  are  bystanders,  nor  allows  any  question  to  arise 

obtained  in  operative  surgery,  you  cannot  in  his  mind  except  as  to  what  he  should  do 

but  feel  how  essential  it  is  that  you  should  to  bring  the  case  ultimately  to  a  safe  termi- 

do  every  thing  that  can  be  doce  to  make  nation  with  the  least  possible  distress  to  the 

yourselves  masters  of  whatever  belongs  to  patient. 

this  part  of  your  profession  ;  that  you  should  Let  me  exhort  you  never  to  slur  over  a 

study  the  subject  of  each  individual  opera-  single  case,  nor  proceed  to  the  smallest  ope- 

tion  in  its  most  minute  circumstances ;  that  ration,  without  having  well  considered  what 

you   should   be  well  acquainted   with    the  accidents  may  happen,  what  evil  may  follow, 

anatomy  of  all  the  parts  concerned  in  it ;  what  degree  of  danger  may   ensue ;    and, 

and  that  you  should   learn  to   be   dexte-  having  done  so,  let  me  advise  you  further, 

rous   in   the  use  of    your    knife,    and  of  that  you  should  as  far  as  you  can,  make  the 

other  instruments  employed.     You  will  also  patient  acquainted  with  all  that  you  know 

perceive  t^t  even  these  qualiflcations  will  upon  the  subject :  or  if  he  be  not  in  a  state 

n(tt  be  in  themselves  sufficient.     The  sur-  in  which  he  can  judge  for  himself,  then  that 

geon   who  is  engaged   in  operations   must  you  should  make  the  same  explanation  to 

attend  in  all  respects  to  his  mode  of  life  ;  his  friends.     That  you  should  do  so  is  but 

and  especially  he  should  be  of  those  mode-  an  act  of  justice  to  your  patient.  It  may  be 

rate  and   temperate  habits  without  which  quite  right  for  a  man  to  run  a  risk  by 
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going  through  an  operation,  but  it  is  not  that  patients  die  from  loss  of  blood,  either 
right  that  he  should  do  so  without  knowing  it,  at  the  time  of  operation  or  very  soon  after- 
or  at  any  rate  not  without  his  friends  knowing  wards.  When  I  was  house-surgeon  to  this hoa- 
it.  But  it  is  also  an  act  of  justice  to  your-  pital,  a  patient  had  bleeding  after  lithotomy 
selves.  A  surgeon  has  no  business  to  take  which  could  not  be  stopped,  and  he  died  in 
all  the  responsibility  of  an  operation  upon  a  few  hours.  I  performed  the  same  operation 
himself.  The  friends  should  never  have  on  a  private  j'.atient,  in  whom  there  was  ba- 
the opportunity  of  turning  round  upon  him  morrhage  from  the  laige  veins,  apparently  in 
afterwards,  and  saying,  "  you  said  there  was  the  neighbourhood  of  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
no  danger,' and  here  my  wife,  my  husband,  der,  which  could  not  be  stopped,  and  he  also 
or  my  friend,  is  dead."  In  some  of  the  died  in  about  a  oouple  of  hours.  The  danger 
greater  operations,  indeed,  there  is  not  much  from  hiemorrfaage  is  greatest  in  very  early  life, 
explanation  of  this  kind  necessary,  because  I  have  seen  yonog  children  several  times  at 
the  world  very  well  know  that  where  you  the  point  of  death  from  this  cause.  I  ac- 
perform  lithotomy  or  amputate  the  thigh  companied  an  eminent  surgeon,  when  I  vras 
there  is  a  certain  d^ree  of  hazard.  But  young,  to  remove  a  mevus,  or  blood-vessel 
do  not  overlook  the  risk  even  of  the  smaller  tumor  from  the  back  of  a  child's  neek.  (at 
operations.  If  I  am  asked  whether  there  be  that  time  nobody  ever  thought  of  removing 
any  danger,  I  never  answer  that  there  is  those  tumors  except  by  the  knife.)  There 
none :  I  say,  perhaps,  what  I  have  said  to  you  was  a  good  deal  of  bleeding  at  the  time,  but 
just  now,  that  I  have  known  a  person  to  die  it  appeared  to  have  stopped.  The  child  was 
in  consequence  of  the  sting  o!  a  bee,  and  the  put  to  bed,  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes 
bite  of  a  \eech ;  but  then  I  add,  that  the  it  was  dead. 

danger  is  so  small  that  it  is  not  to  be  put  in  However,  it  certainly  happens  very  rarely 
comparison  with  that  which  will  arise  from  that  patients  die  of  htemorrhage  as  an  imme- 
allowing  a  disease  to  remain,  which  is  itself  diate  result  of  an  operation.  Do  not,  however, 
a  source  of  danger  :  or  if  the  disease  requbing  think  that  hiemorrhage  is  of  no  consequence 
the  operation  be  one  of  no  serious  character,  because  it  does  not  cause  so  frightful  a  catas- 
then  I  may  observe,  that  the  patient  must  tropheasthis.  Thepatientmay  survive  a  large 
decide  for  himself,  whether  it  be  not  worth  hsmorrhage  and  be  very  well  the  next  day, 
his  while  to  incur  a  very  small  risk  for  the  and  the  day  after  that,  but  it  may  lay  the 
sake  of  the  relief  which  the  removal  of  the  foundationof  mischief,  such  as  I  shall  describe 
disease  will  give  him.  We  must  all  be  eon-  in  another  lecture,  which  destroys  the  patient 
tented  to  incur  such  risks  as  these  in  many  of  ultimately.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  patient  may 
the  common  concerns  of  life.  You  may  go  recover  from  the  operation,  and  the  wound 
out  on  horse-back,  or  on  the  top  of  a  stage-  may  be  healed,  and  yet,  where  there  has  been 
coach,  and  may  be  thrown  off  and  killed ;  a  copious  haemorrhage,  the  constitution  of  a 
you  may  be  smashed  on  a  railroad,  or  delicate  person,  more  especially  of  delicate 
drowned  when  on  board  a  steam -vessel.  As  woman,  may  be  so  much  damaged  by  it,  that 
these  very  trifling  hazards  are  to  be  over-  it  may  not  recover  it  for  some  yeara.  After 
looked  under  other  circumstances,  so  they  an  operation  I  have  sometimes  heard  a  by- 
are  to  be  disregarded  in  the  smaller  operations  stander  say,  **  Oh,  he  has  lost  no  more 
of  surgery.  State  all  this  to  the  patient,  or  blood  than  it  will  do  him  good  to  lose." 
his  friends,  in  the  way  in  which  I  have  now  Tt  is  painful  to  me  to  hear  such  an  obserra- 
stated  it  to  yourselves.  It  will  be  a  great  tion  as  this :  be  assured  that  an  operation 
comfort,  and  afford  much  peace  of  mind  in  cannot  be  performed  with  too  little  loss  ot 
the  arduous  profession  in  which  you  are  blood.  The  loss  of  a  few  ounces  in  a  patidit 
engaged,  if  you  attend  to  this  advice.  A  who  has  a  stone  in  the  bladder,  complicated 
man  has  a  small  tumor,  and  you  remove  it ;  with  disease  of  the  kidneys,  will  make  all 
the  chance  of  mischief  from  the  operation  the  difference  between  life  and  death  :  and 
being  not  one  in  a  thousand.  But  perhaps  so  it  is  in  many  other  cases.  If  it  is  desirable 
you  are  performing  small  operations  daily,  that  the  patient  should  lose  blood,  yon  can 
and  to  you,  therefore,  the  chance  is  muld-  always  take  it  from  his  arm,  and  just  as 
plied.  It  is  almost  nothing  to  the  patient,  is  wanted,  and  no  more.  There  can  at  any 
but  it  becomes  much  to  you;  and  it  is  rate  be  no  advantage  from  the  loss  of 
especially  for  your  own  advantage  that  anuncertainquantityofblood  in  an  operation, 
even  these  small  fractions  of  danger  should  Some  people  seem  to  me  to  have  a  notion 
never  be  concealed.  that  the  loss  of  blood  in  an  operation  vnll 
There  is  no  greater  source  of  danger,  you  make  the  patient  less  liable  to  inflamma- 
may  well  suppose,  in  operative  surgery,  tion  afterwards.  But  I  believe  that  it  is 
than  haemorrhage.  A  large  flow  of  blood  just  the  reverae.  Bleeding  may  relieve 
may  kill  the  patient  insUntly.  If  ope-  phlegmonous  inflammation  where  it  already 
raton  were  careless  on  this  point,  there  exists,  but  it  does  not  prevent  its  existence ; 
woold  be  no  want  of  examples  of  death  from  and  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
haemorrhage :  and  even  in  spite  of  all  the  it  increases  the  liability  of  the  pafient  to 
oare  that  may  be  taken  it  happens  sometimes  other    kinds    of    inflammation,    tacb    as 
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eryripebf ,   or  diSViae  inflammatioa  of  the  it  aim  strotehes  it,  and  dongattt  the  rtmdM 

ecihiUr  membrane,  or  venoaa  and  arterial  which  are  in  it,  and  you  know  that  veaaeb 

inflammation.      Those     aathenic     inflam*  which  are  stretched  before  they^  are  divided 

mationa,  if  I  may  nae  the  expression,  oc-  bleed  bat  little. 

cor  cspedally  in  those  persons   who  have  It  is  a  great  mistake,  (at  leaat  in  my 

.  lost  mnch  blood.    Let  it  be  your  object,  judgment.)  to  perform  amputation  without 

therefore,  in  every  operation,  that  it  sfaionld  a  tourniquet.    I  know,  indeisdy  that  you  may 

be  performed  in  such  a  manner  that  there  stop  the  flow  of  blood  in  the  femoral  or  in 

should  be  as  little  waste  of  blood  aa  possible,  any  other  large  artery,  by  the  pressure  of  a 

And  I  should  mention  to  you  that  even  strong  man's  thumb ;   but  by  means  of  a 

a  huge  losa  of   blood    before   an    opera-  tnumtquet  you  may  prevent  the  bleeding 

tion  may  be  productive  of  the  most  dis-  from  the  small  vessels  as  well  as  the  large 

astroua  consequences  afterwards.    A   man  ones,  and  I  need  explain  jio  further  why  it 

had  a  lacerated  wound  of  the  tliigh,   his  should  not  be  neglected, 

limb  having  been  caught  in  some  mechanical  There  is  another  point,  which  it  ia  alwaya 

engine.     "Hiere  was  considerable  bleeding,  worth  your  while  to  consider  before  an  opa- 

He  became  feint,  and  the  bleeding  stopped,  ration.     Has  the  patient  any  particular  dia* 

He  was  brought  into  the  hospital  in  a  state  position  to  luemorrhage  ?    There  are  some 

approaching  to  collapse.     There  was  a  great  femilies  in  which  almost  every  individual  ia 

deal  of  bjury,  and  it  was  evident  that  nothing  liable  to  bleed  in  tlie  most  alarming  manner 

could  be  done  but  to  amputate  the  limb,  from  the  slighest  causes — ^in  whom  a  pinch  of 

The  patient  lay  in  bed  waiting  for  what  we  the  skin  will  cause  an  ecchymosis,  and  a 

call  reaction   to  take  place.      By  and  by  wound  with  the  point  of  a  pen-knife  will 

the  pulse  rose,  and  the  wound  began  to  be    followed    by    a   serious    hsmorrhage. 

bleed.     The  house-surgeon  ran  for  a  tour-  Whether  in  thrae  individuals  the  coats  of 

niquet,  which  unfortunately  was  not  at  hand,  the  arteries  are,  as  some  have  supposed,  un- 

and  before  it  could  be  procured  the  patient  usually  thin,  and  incapable  of  contraction, 

had  lost  an  additional  quantity  of  blood.  We  or  whether  there  be  some  peculiarity  in  the 

were  then  forced  to  wait  till  reaction  took  blood,  so  that  it  does  not  readily  coagulate, 

place  a  second  time,  and  when  it  did  so  the  I  cannot  say ;  but  we  know  well  the  fact  of 

limb  was  amputated.    The  patient  was  taken  the  existenceof  persons  who  have  this  hsmorr- 

back  to  bed  pretty  well  at  first ;  all  at  once  hagic  tendency,  and  in  whom  operations 

he  felt  an  irresistible  impulse  to  make  water,  are  therefore  more  than  usually  dangerous, 

but  could  not  do  it.     A  catheter  was  intro-  A  man  came  to  this  hospital,  many  yean  ago, 

duced,  but  the  bladder  was  found  empty.  In  a  with  a  wound  in  his  forehead,  and  he  nearly 

"few  minutes  he  died.   On  examining  the  body  bled  to  death.  The  flow  of  blood  waa  stopped 

we  fbund  the  heart  flaccid  and  empty  of  at  last,  not  by  tying  particular  vessels,  but  by 

blood:  the  vena  cava  superior  and  inferior,and  a  general  pressure;  but  it  returned  :  it  was 

the  vena  azygos,  vessels  which  are  generally  again  stopped  in  the  same  manner,  but  it 

full  of  blood,  were  all  empty.     The  only  again  returned,  and  it  was  not  till  a  laige 

blood  that  could  be  found  was  in  the  aorta  slough  had  been  made  by  caustic  that  the 

and  its  larger  branches.    The  heart  had  sent  haemorrhage  was  finally  arrested,    lliia  man, 

forth  into  the  vessels  the  last  drop  of  blood  when  younger,  had  had  a  bad  tooth,  and  he 

contained  in  it,  but  there  was  not  a  sufficient  went  to  a  dentist  to  have  it  drawn,  but  he 

quantity  of  blood  going  the  round  of  the  very  nearly  bled  to  death.     Some  time  after 

circulation  to  fill  the  heart  again.  he  had  been  at  the  hospital  with  this  wound 

To  avoid  an  unnecessary  loss  of  blood  in  in  the  forehead,  he  had  another  bad  tooth, 

operations,  it  is  of  course  indispensable  that  At  firet  he  waa  afraid  to  have  it    drawn, 

you  should  have  a  thorough  anatomical  know-  remembering  the  danger  to  which  he  had 

ledgeof  the  parts  concerned;  but  you  are  not  been    exposed,   but  at  last  hia  toothacha 

dependent  on  yourselves  alone.     Whatever  drove  him  to  a  dentist,  by  whom  it  waa 

may  be  your  own  skill,  it  will  be  insufficient,  extracted.    There  was  an   abscess  at  the 

if  yon  are  not  provided  with  a  good  assistant,  bottom   of   the   tooth,   which  was  in  the 

It  is  sometimes  better,  when  an  operation  ia  upper  jaw.    A  profuse    hsmorrhage   foU 

Ukely  to  be  tedioua,  to  take  up  the  bleeding  lowed  the  operation.     I  was  called  in,  two 

vessels  aayou  go  on  ;  as,  for  example,  in  the  or  three  days  afterwards,  and  he  had  been 

disaectiou  of  some  tumora,  and  even  in  some  bleeding  all  the  time.    I  tried  variooe  waya. 

cases  of  amputation,  where  the  patient  has  to  plug  the  alveolus,  and  at  last  applied  the 

no  blood  to  spare.     Sometimes,  where  there  cautery..    It  stopped  the  bleeding  only  for  a 

ia  a  loiv*oontinued  dissection,  you  will  find  short  period,  then  it  returned ;  and  aU  other 

great  advantage  from  using  a  silver  knife  means  having  failed,  I  tied  the  carotid  artery, 

with  aa  sharp  an  edge  aa  can  be  given  to  Thia  also  was  unaucoessfiil,  and  thebleedii^ 

this  metal.    The  silver  knife  will  divide  the  went  on,  and  ended  fetaUy.     This  patient^ 

oeUnlar  membrane  and  smaller  vessels,  but  child  had  the  same  hemorrhagic  tendeiiey^ 

it  will  not  divide  any  vessel  of  considerable  and  very  nearly  bled  to  death  ttma  the  btte 

aiae.    Aa  it  divides  the  cdlnlar  membrane  of  a  leech;    There  waa  a  gentlemaii  belong- 
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ing  to  a  familf  of  "which  I  have  seen  many  prepared.     But  you  may  be  prepared  for  Mt 

members,  all  of  whom  hare  this  siugular  dis-  m  some  cases  by  well  considering  the  coft- 

position  to  faeemorrhage.   Upwards  of  twenty  dition  of  .the  patient  before  you  undertake 

years  ago,  he  sent  for  me  to  see  him.   He  had  the  operation. 

symptoms  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  one  of        Suppose  for  example  a  man  to  have  disease 

which  was  a  most  prodigious  discharge  of  of  the  heart,  with  symptoms  indicating  oaaifi- 

pure  blood  from  that   yiscus.     A  surgeon  cation  of  the  coronary  arteries,  that  is,  symp- 

whom  he  had  consulted  previously  had  de-  tomsofimghiapectoris  rhewillbemuch  more 

clared    him    to   have  a  /kmgus  hesmatode  likely  to  die  from  the  shock  of  an  operation 

of  the    bladder.      I   examined    him,    and  than  another  patient ;  and  therefore  in  him 

found  a   stone.     I  recommended   that    he  everything  but  the  smallest  operation  should 

should  go  through  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  be  avoided. 

but  he  said  he  should  bleed  to  death ;  and  a         In  the  early  part  of  my  professional  life,  I 

circumstance  had  occurred,  since  I  first  saw  was  present  at  an  operation   of  lithotomy 

him,  that  seemed  confirmatory  of  his  opinion,  performed  on  a  patient  who  had  many  urgent 

He  had  been  cupped  in  the  perineum,  and  symptoms  of  stone  in  the  bladder :  the  urine 

the  wounds  made  by  the  scarificators  had  was  full  of  bloody  mucus,  offensiTe  to  the 

bled  profusely  every  other  day  for  nearly  smell,  and  tinged  with  blood.     The  suffering 

three  weeks.     Having  seen  a  good  deal  of  which  the   disease  occasioned   was    almost 

him,  I  partook  of  his  fears,  and  was  rather  beyond  imagination  ;  but  still  it  was  a  case 

glad   to   avoid  the  operation.     By  and  by  in  which,  notwithstanding  the  greatness  of 

he  sent  for  another  surgeon,  who  was  in  very  the  suffering,  no  surgeon  with  the  knowledge 

large  practice,  and  certainly  had  much  more  we  now  possess  would  venture  on  an  open- 

knowledge  than  I  at  that  time  possessed,  tion.     This  class  of  diseases  was  not  so  well 

He  sounded  him,  found  the  stone,  and  said  understood  at  that  time  as  it  is  at  present ; 

he  had  better  be  cut  for  it.     "  Oh  !''  said  and  two  of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons 

the  patient,  ''I  shall  bleed  to  death.''    The  ofthe  day  agreed  in  recommending  lithotomy, 

surgeon,  not  being  rightly  informed  on  the  The  operation  was  performed ;  it  did  not 

subject,  rather  laughed  at  this  :  the  operation  last  three  minutes,  and  there  was  scarcely 

was  performed,  frightful  bleeding  followed,  any  hiemorrhage.     The  patient  was  taken  off 

which  went  on  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  table,  but  he  was  dead  before  he  had  been 

then  the  patient  died.  three  minutes  in  bed.  On  examining  the  body. 

There  is  another  cause  of  fatal  results  the  prostate  gland  was  found  extensively  ulce- 

at  the  time  of,   or  immediately  after,  an  rated  ;  and  it  seemed  that  the  passing  of  the 

operation  ;  namely,  the  severe  shock  which,  instruments   oyer  the  ulcerated  gland  had. 

under  certain  circumstances,  it  may  occasion  produced   that  impression  on  the  nervous 

to  the  nervous  system.     Sir  Everard  Home,  system  that  proved  thus  instantly  fatal.     I 

in  the  instructive  lectures  which  he  formerly  witnessed  another  operation  performed  under 

gare  in   this  hospital,  was  accustomed  to  exactly  the  same  circumstances ;  except  the t 

mention  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  a  dis-  there  were  several   stones,   and,  therefore, 

eased  testicle.     He  was  placed  on  the  table  that  it  was   not  so    soon   over.      Before 

to  go  through  the  operation  of  castration,  the  patient  was  taken  back  to  bed  he  was  in 

The  removal  of  the  testicle  is  a  very  simple  a  state  of   perfbct  coma,   with  stertorous 

process;  thertf  is  no  bleeding  but  what  is  breathing.     In  this  condition  he  remained 

under  command,  and  there  was  no  bleeding  for  some  hours,  and  then  died.     A  man  wf  a 

here :   but  when  the  testicle  was  removed,  in  the  hospital  with  stone  in  the  bladder, 

they  looked  at  the  man,  and  he  was  dead,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Ewbank  :  there  was  a 

When  I  was  a  student  in  this  hospital,  there  consultation  on  the  case,  the  question  being 

was  a  man  with  a  large  stone  in  the  bladder,  whether    the    patient   should  undergo   the 

Sir   Everard  Home,  who  was  a  dexterous  operation    or    not.     The    symptoms  were 

lithotomist,    performed   the    usual    opera-  exactly  similar    to    those    which  occurred 

tion.     The  stone  broke  to  pieces,  and  that  in   the  two  last -mentioned  patients;    and 

at  first  seemed  to  be  rather  a  good  thing  than  on  the  circumstances  being  stated  to  him , 

otherwise,  for  it  is  better  to  take  out  a  very  Mr.  Ewbank  at  once  gave  up  all  thoughts 

large  stone  piecemeal,  than  to  drag  it  out  of  the  operation.     It  was  well  that  he  did 

entire.     But  this  occupied  a  long  period  of  so  ;  for  on  the  following  day  the  man  died, 

time,  there  being  a  deep  perineum,  and  a  great  and  an  extensive  ulceration  of  the  prostate, 

number  of  fragments.  The  operation  I  believe  with  disease  of  the  bladder,  was  discovered 

lasted  a  whole  hour ;  then  the  man  was  taken  on  dissection. 

back  to  the  ward,  but  he  was  dead  before  he        Of  course  you  may  do  a  great  deal  towards 

was  in  bed.     This  was  probably  nothing  but  preventing  such  a  catastrophe  by  looking 

the  effect  produced  on  the  nervous  system  thoroughly  into  the  case  first,  and   it  will 

by  a  long,  painful,  and  anxious  operation,  indeed    rarely   happen   that  you    may  not 

upon  a  healthy  subject ;  and  for  such  a  con-  anticipate    and    avoid  the    danger.      Still, 

tin^eucy  as  this  you  caxmot  in  all  cases  be  such   a  case   may  occur  as  that   of  a  pa- 
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tient  suflering  in  an  unnsnal  degree  from  interesting  and  important  subject.   The 

tbe  imprension  which  the  operation  makes  writer  cheerfully  undertook  the  investi- 

on    his    nervons    system,  and    in    which,  gation ;  and  if  tbe  facts  of  the  case 

by  the  proper  and  timely  exhibition  of  stimu-  compel  him  to  difier  in  opinion  from 

lantst  the  system  may  be  supported  under  it,  those  whose  probity  and  love  of  truth 

and  the  patient's  life  presenred.  have  endeared  them  to  men  of  science, 

as  much  as  their  deep  research  and 
extended  labours  have  rendered  them 

illustrious,  he  is  convinced  that  they 

ON  THE  ^^.-jl  i^g  ^j^g  jg^gj  ^Q  reflect  on  the  mcom- 

COMPOSITION  OF  THE  BILE,  pleteness  of  the  research  on  a  subject 

involved  m   so  much  obscurity,  and 

FOUNDED  ON  ITS  ELEMENTARY  ANALYSIS,  embracing  SO  wide  a  field. 

As  a  preliminary  observation,  it  may 

By  George  Kemp,  M.B.  \y^  remarked,  that  the  main  object  kept 

Pet.  Coll.  Canub. ;  Fellow  of  the  Cambridge  in  view  in  the  following  research  was 

Pbiiosophkal  Society.  to  eliminate  the  body  which  presented 

^r*     ^ir     J     itr  J'    t  r^      jjt  thc  most  coustant  and  characteristic 

(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  jn^^edient  in  the  bile  ;  and  to  arrive  at 

this  object  two  things  eeemed  desira- 
ble :— First,  to  prepare  the  subject  of 
Tbere  is  not,  perhaps,  in  the  whole  analysis  from  bile  obtained  at  different 
range  of  physical  science,  a  subject  times,  under   different  circumstances, 
which  has  afforded  more  ground  for  and  subject  to  different  methods    of 
diligent  research  and  hypotnetical  de-  preparation ;   and  secondly,  to  submit 
duction,  than  the  biliary  secretion.   To  the  same  portion  of  bile  to  different 
the  chemical  philosopher  the  difficulty  modes  of  treatment.    The  most  scepti- 
of  the  investi^tion,  and  the  contra-  cal  or  scrupulous  could  hardly  suggest 
dictoiy  conclusions  of  the  most  upright  a  more  rigorous    or    severe    control ; 
and  intelligent  observers,  urge  him  to  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  a  less  rigid 
renew  the  attempt  to  reconcile  the  dig-  mode  of  demonstration  ought  to  be 
crepancies  :  to  the  physician,  the  daily  rejected  as  unsatisfactory, because  defec- 
observation  of  phenomena  which  could  tive.  It  was,  at  the  same  time, conceived, 
only  be  traced  to  an  altered  state  of  a  that  should  a  body  present  itself  under 
secretion,  the  very  nature  of   which  the  above  circumstances,  which  pos- 
was  involved  in  obscurity,  furnish  him  sessed  constant  identical  or  even  strictly 
with  motive  enough  to  avail  himself  analogous  physical  and  chemical  cha- 
of  the  slender  assistance  which  physi-  racters,  no  sound  judgment  could  be 
ology  afforded  him  to  arrive  at  some-  justified  in  rejecting  the  evidence  af- 
thing  like  general  deductions  on  the  forded  of  its  being  a  simple  body,  in 
subject  :    wnile    the   very    charlatan,  the  usual  acceptation  of  the  term.    A 
safeljr  sheltered  under  the  obscurity  of  compound  substance  may,  indeed,  exist, 
"  bihous  affections,^   has  never  been  in  wnich  a  variety  of  bodies  may  enter, 
backward  to  make  use  of  them  for  the  but  in  that  case,  to  insure  constant 
advancement  of  his  own  interest.  chemical    composition,    and    uniform 
The  utter  hopelessness  of  arriving  at  physical  characters,  these  bodies  must 
any  satisfactory  conclusions  from  the  coexist  in  constant,  unvarying  propor- 
examination  of  the  bile  by  means  of  tions ;  and  even  supposing  the  bile  to 
reagents,  must  be  considered  as  placed  be  such  a  substance,  it  must,  in  a  prac- 
beyond  a  doubt,  by  the  acknowledged  tical  sense,  be  treated  as  a  simple  body, 
fact,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  sub-  In  the  sequel,  however,  we  snail  find 
stances  obtained  in  the  usual  analysis  reasons  for  concluding  that  the  view  of 
of  tbe  bile  are  products  of  decompo-  Demar^ay  is  correct,  and  that  the  bile 
sition  brought  about  by  the  reagents  consists  essentially  of  an  electro-ne^- 
themselves ;  and  this  consideration  in-  tive  body  in  combination  with  soda, 
duced  Professor  Liebig  to  suggest  the  And  having  alluded  to  Demar9ay,  it 
necessity  of  an  appeal  to  elementary  would  not  be  ingenuous  to  conceal  the 
analysis  as  the  only  legitimate  means  fact,  that  no  researches  founded  on  the 
pf  eliciting  general  trutns,  and  afibrd-  reaction  of  other  bodies  can  be  placed 
ing  the  pnvsioloeist  and  pathologist  in  comparison  with  those  which  admit 
something   like  nxei)  views    on    this  of  no  hypothetical  deductions,  but  rest 


394  DR.  KEMP  ON  THE  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  BILE. 

exclasively  on  demonstrative  evidence  was  made  to  arrive  at  accurate  average 
for  their  establishment ;  and  it  is  sin-  results,  and,  in  fact,  these  were  more 
ffular  that  the  only  defective  point  in  uniform  than  the  writer  expected. 
Oie  investigations  of  Demar^ay,  was  Portion  I. — The  bile,  received  in 
the  remaining  content  with  the  analysis  the  form  of  extract,  was  treated  with 
of  the  acid  obtained  from  the  action  of  alcohol,  sp.  er.  850,  in  order  to  remove 
hydrochloric  acid  on  the  bile,  and  then  the  mucus,  the  whole  filtered  through 
resorting  to  probable  evidence  in  order  linen,  and  subsequently  throush  paper ; 
to  establish  the  identity  of  choleic  acid  the  clear  solution  evaporated  fx  vacuo 
and  the  electro-negative  body,  which,  in  over  sulphuric  acid ;  tne  resinous  mass 
combination  with  soda,  forms  the  prin-  thus  obtained  reduced  to  powder,  and 
cipal  ingredient  in  the  solid  portion  of  treated  with  ether  free  from  alcohol 
the  bile.  It  is  true,  that  the  (quantity  and  water.  If  the  ether  is  not  deprived 
of  soda  in  this  fluid  was  ascertained  by  of  these  bodies,  the  powdered  matter 
direct  experiment,  and  found,  as  nearly  cakes  together,  and  thus  a  very  small 
as  possible,  to  equal  the  quantity  of  surface  only  is  exposed  to  its  action 
soda  which  combines  with  choleic  acid ;  (See  Berzehus,  Annalen,  B.  43,  H.  1) ; 
the  soda,  however,  was  estimated  as  the  ether  was  poured  off,  and  another 
sulphate,  which  precluded  the  possi-  (quantity  added ;  the  process  being  con- 
bility  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  tin ued  until,  on  evaporation,  no  residue 
chloride  of  sodium  always  present  and  was  perceived;  the  residue  again  dried 
in  varying  proportions.  The  following  under  the  receiver,  and  treated  with 
review  of  the  M'ell -known  analyses  of  alcohol,  sp.  gr.  840,  filtered,  the  clear 
Beizclius  and  Th^nard  will  show  how  solution  evaporated  in  mtcuo,  and 
easily  (he  above  mode  of  determination  reduced  to  powder  for  analysis.  On 
may  lead  to  false  conclusions.  reviewing  the  above  mode  of  prepare- 
Berzelius  found  of  chloride  of  sodium,  tion,  it  will  be  remarked  that  no 
lactate  of  soda,  and  extractive  matter,  reagent  had  been  used  which  could  be 
0*74  per  cent. ;  this  would  represent  at  presumed  to  effect  any  decomposition 
least  0*40  per  cent,  of  soda,  not  calcu-  or  metamorphosis ;  the  use  of  barytes, 
lating  the  quantity  of  this  base  com-  sulphuric  acid,  oxide  of  lead,  &c.,  was 
bined  with  phosphoric  acid.  Th^nard  entirely  excluded;  and  thus  it  wns 
found  chlonde  of  sodium  0*40  per  cent.,  hoped  that  the  body  obtained  ex- 
phosphate  of  soda  0*25  per  cent.,  and  pressed  at  least  the  sum  of  the  elements 
sulphate  of  soda  0*10  per  cent.  These  composing  the  essential  ingredient 
quantities  represent  at  least  0*3  per  or  ingrements  of  the  bile.  The 
cent,  of  soda.  In  either  case,  a  serious  only  m)jcction  that  could  arise  was 
error  in  the  atomic  weight  would  result  the  possible  presence  of  fat  acids 
in  the  second  figure.  For  the  con-  in  combination  with  soda ;  and  it  must 
venience  of  the  reader,  the  different  be  confessed  that  this  circnmstanee 
substances  submitted  to  elementary  presented  such  difficulties  in  the  ana- 
analysis  in  the  following  research  wiU  lyses,  that  subsequently  a  different 
be  referred  to  different  portions,  with  mode  of  preparation  was  resorted  to. 
the  description  of  the  mode  of  prepara-  The  salts  of^  the  fat  acids  were  ulti- 
tion,  physical  characters,  &c.  preceding  mately  removed,  but  not  until  a  veiy 
each  series  of  analysis.  1  must  here  large  quantity  of  ether  had  been  used, 
acknowledge  myself  indebted  to  Dr.  as  will  be  seen  bv  the  following  oon^ 
Hciligenhofer,  of  Frankfort,  for  his  siderations.  Of  the  neutral  stearate  of 
politeness,  on  two  occasions,  in  obtain-  soda  not  more  than  0*15  per  cent,  is 
mg  for  me  the  bile  of  a  large  number  soluble  in  ether ;  of  the  margarate  of 
of  oxen  killed  at  the  same  time,  and  soda  0*17  percent.,  and  of  the  oleate  of 
immediately  evaporated  to  a  thick  soda,  which  is  much  more  soluble  than 
extract  in  a  water  bath.  The  first  either  of  the  above,  only  1*14  per  cent 
portion  consisted  of  the  bile  of  twelve  (Berzelius,  B.  vi.  section  532,  fte.) 
oxen,  and  was  that  used  for  the  experi-  Thus  it  appears  that  of  the  most  soluble 
ments  and  analyses  described  under  the  of  these  salts  99  parts  in  weight  of 
head  Portion  I.  The  second  quantity  ether  would  be  necessary ;  and  of  the 
of  bile,  from  an  equal  number  of  oxen,  least  soluble,  nearly  seven  hundred,  to 
was  devoted  to  the  investigations  in-  insure  their  removal.  In  the  above  ex- 
cluded under  Portions  II.,  III.,  and  IV.  periments,  however,  a  much  lan^ 
Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  every  effort  quantity  was  used  before  the  ether  teft 
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no  reddae  on  evimoration.    The  result  perfectly  freed  from  fat  acids»  was  as 

of  the  analysis  oi  the  substance,  when  loUows : — 

0*253  grammes  gare  Carbonic  Acid  =  '538  .*.  Carbon  =  58*46  per  cent. 

Water  =  '190  .*.  Hydrogen=8'30 

The  object  of  tlie  analysis  in  the  pre-  the  upper  etherous  portion  containing 

sent  stage    was    merely    to    make    a  the  uncombined  fats,  &c.  and  the  lower 

general  comparison  of  the  constitution  containing  the  substance  intended  for 

of  the  substances  obtained  by  different  analysis.    This  portion  was  separated, 

modes  of  preparation  j  the  quantity  of  evaporated,  and  dried  in  an  oil  bath,  at 

inorganic  matter,  therefore,  has  not  been  110^  Celsius,  powdered,  and  treated 

deducted.    We  now  pass  on  to —  with  ether  until  it  left  no  residue  on 

Portion  II. — The  oile  was  deprived  evaporation.      The  remainder  of  the 

of  mucus  as  above,  the  clear  solution  process  was  similar  to  the  foregoing  in 

precipitated    with    barytes    water    in  Portion  I. 

slight  excess,  and  filtered ;  the  filtered  The  physical  characters  of  this  body 
solution  treated  with  carbonic  acid  to  were  perfectly  similar  to  those  of  the 
remove  the  excess  of  barytes,  a^ain  former  portion  :  it  is  unnecessary  to  re- 
filtered,  and  the  clear  solution  mixed  peat  them,  as  every  person  likely  to 
with  one-third  its  bulk  of  ether,  well  read  this  paper  is  acquainted  with  the 
agitated,  and  treated  with  distilled  water  characters  of  bile  reduced  to  an  extract, 
until  it  became  opaque.  This  mode  of  One  important  point,  however,  must  be 
separating  the  fat,  &c.  is  preferred  by  borne  in  mind,  that  neither  this  nor 
Professor  Liebig,  and  is  an  important  the  preparation  Portion  I.,  was  precipi- 
improvement,  as  it  is  not  necessary  tated  irom  its  aqueous  solution  by 
afterwards  to  waste  a  large  Quantity  of  acetic  acid.  The  following  were  the 
water-fi^e  ether.  On  setting  the  solution  analytical  results  : — 
aside  it  soon  separated  into  two  layers, 

0*300  grammes  gave  Carbonic  Acid  ==  0*638  .*.  Carbon  =  58*46  per  cent. 

Water  =  0*238  .*.  Hydrogcn=  8*81 

The  inorganic  matter  in  the  two  with  five  times  its  weight  of  water,  and 
above  portions  was  carbonate  of  soda,  filtered.  It  will  thus  l)e  seen  that  the 
with  a  small  quantity  of  chloride  of  bases  were  precipitated  in  combination 
sodium;  and  the  results  seemed  strongly  with  sulphuric  acid.  To  remove  the 
to  confirm  the  opinion  of  Demar^ay,  fat  acids  the  clear  solution  was  treated 
that  the  bile  is  an  inorganic  acid  in  with  ether,  and  separated  as  above.  It 
combination  with  soda.  It  now  seemed  was  now  saturated  with  carbonate  of 
probable  that  by  carefully  removing  soda,  and  the  sulphate  found  precipi- 
the  inorganic  bases  in  the  form  of  sul-  tated  in  the  alcoholic  solution.  The 
phates,  and  the  fat  acids  by  means  of  carbonate  of  soda  was  used  in  excess, 
ether,  we  should  be  able  to  eliminate  and  agitated  in  the  solution  repeatedly, 
the  body  sought  for  in  an  isolated  If,  now,  an  electro- negative  oody  re- 
form, or  at  least  to  produce  the  salt  of  mained  in  solution,  which  had  a  ^eater 
soda  artificially.  Tne  latter  plan  was  aflinity  for  soda  than  carbonic  acid 
adopted  as  least  difl^cult,  and  presenting  possessed  for  that  base,  it  was  evident 
fewer  risks  of  a  mixed  result.  The  that  it  would  combine  with  it.  On 
method  pursued  was  as  follows  *. —  filtering,  evaporating,  drying  in  an  oil 

Portion  III.—The  bile  was  deprived  bath,  &c.,  abody  was  obtained  possess- 

of    mucus    as    above,    and    filtered ;  ing  precisely  the  same  physical  cha- 

the  clear    solution  precipitated    with  racters  as  tne  preparations  obtained 

barytes  water,  and  again  filtered ;  the  from  I.  and  II.  and  not  precipitated  by 

resulting  clear  solution  treated  with  a  acetic  acid.  The  following  results  were 

slight  excess  of  sulphuric  acid,  diluted  obtained  by  analyses  :— 

0*244  grammes  gave  Carbonic  Acid  =  *523  .*.  Carbon  =  58*8  per  cent. 

Water  =  *187  .'.  Hydrogcn=  8*51 

Or,  putting  the  results  of  the  above  Such  a  resemblance  in  three  analyses 

together,  obtained  from  a  substance  prepared 

I.          II.      III.  under  totally  different  circumstances. 

Carbon     ==  58*46    58*46    58.8  hardly  leaves  a  doubt  that  we  were 

Hydrogens:    8*30     8*81      8*51  operating  on  the  same  substance.    The 


396  DR.  KEMP  ON  THE  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  BILE. 

subject  seemed    not  confined    \yithin  alcohol,  and  then    exposed  to  a  cuf- 

certain  limits,  and  another  quantity  of  rent  of   carbonic  acid  gas    for  some 

dried  bile  treated  as  the  last,  formed—  hours,  afforded  not  the  slightest  preci- 

PoRTioN  IV.— The  object  of  the  fore-  pitate    of   carbonate    of   soda.      The 


eluding  that  we  had  obtained  a  sub-  the  salt  of  soda  which  we  obtained  by 

stance,  presenting  both  chemical  and  each  of  the  above  processes,  was  not 

physical  characters  so  nearly  allied,  precipitated  by  acetic  or  even  diluted 

that    the    identity   of   the  body  was  hydrochloric  acid.       From  the  above 

established,  and  the  question  naturally  (lata  we  must  consider  that  the  elec- 

arose— Is  this    the    biliary    resin    of  tro-negative  body  contained  in  the  bile 

Th6nard ;  the  bilin  of  Berzelius  ;  or  the  ig  a  peculiar  body,  which,  until  a  better 

choleic  acid  of  Demar9ay  ?    To  each  name  is  proposed,  we  will  demoninate 

of  these  two  very  distinctive  charactei-s  bUicacid\  and  its  combination,  as  usually 

prove  its  alliance ;  the  pecuhar  taste,  presented  to  us  in  the  bile,  the  bilate 

resembling  the  bitter-sweet  matter  in  of  soda.    The  following  were  the  re- 

Abrus    precatorius;     and   the  resem-  suits  of  the  more  rigid  investigation  of 

blance,  when  in  a  mass,  to  fine  resin,  its  composition:  — 
From  each,  however,  it  differs  as  re-        0.452  gr.  dried  in  an  oil  bath  at  110*», 

markably.  The  biliary  resin  of  Thenard  and  burnt  as  slowly  as  possible  in  a 

is  described  as  but  sUghtly  soluble  in  platinum  'crucible,  gave  1 1  '7  per  cent, 

water ;     the  body    obtained  above  is  ©f  ash,  which  consisted  of — 
soluble  in  every  proportion  in  that  men-  .      i?     j  it  i<2 

strunm.    The  bilin  of  Berzelius,  when  Carbonate  of  soda  =  11-16 

combined  with  a  base,  is  separated  by  Chloride  of  8odium=    0-54 

means  of  carbonic   acidj     the   above        The  combining  weight  of  the  acid 

substance  when  dissolved  in  water-free  calculated  from  the  above  =  5586. 

Again  1*019  grammes  gave  Carbonic  Acid  =  *423  .*.  Carbon  =  59*9  per  cent. 

Water  =  -156  .-.  Hydrogen=  8*9 
^On  subtracting  the  inorganic  matter.  Carbon  =  64*60. 

Hydrogen  =  9*61. 

In  order  to  be  certain  that  no  fat  had  dissolved  in  it.    The  soda  salt  was 

acid  in  combination  with  soda  still  re-  now  again  dissolved  in  alcohol  '809, 

mained  in  the  preparation,  the  whole  filtered,  &c.  as  above,  and  submitted  to 

was  again  treated  with  ether.    On  dis-  analysis, 
tilling  the  ether  over,  no  trace  of  matter 

0-607  burnt  as  above  gave  11*5  per  cent,  of  ash,  which  contained  ^/juiQ^de  of  Sodium  =  0*37 

Combining  weight  deduced  from  the  above=5644. 

On  neutralising  the  ash  with  acetic  a  salt  of  lead,  was  blackened  by  the 

acid,    preparatory   to    estimating    the  gas  evolved.     A  lar^e  portion  of  the 

chloride  of  sodium  by  means  of  acetate  substance  is  now  under  preparation  for 

of  silver,  a  distinct  smell  of  sulphuretted  the  determination  of  the  quantity  of  the 

hydrogen  was  perceived ;  and  a  portion  sulphur,  which  seems,  however,  very 

of  paper,  moistened  with  a  solution  of  minute. 

0*1525  grammes  of  the  substance  gave  Carbonic  Acid  =  *335  »  60*38  per  cent,  of  Carbon. 

Water  =  •  1 20  *=  8*  74  per  cent,  of  Hydrogen. 
Or  deducting  the  inorganic  matter,  we  obtain  Carbon  «  64*85  per  cent. 

Hydrogen »  9*4    percent. 

Three  analyses  were  made  for  the  lowing  results ;  the  inorganic  matter 
estimation  of  the  nitrogen,  with  the  fol-    deducted  as  above. 

I.  0*291  gave,  after  the  method  of  Varrentrapp  and  Will,  Nitrogen  =  3*7   per  cent. 

11.  0-456 Nitrogen=3'40 

III.  0*347  gave,  after  the  method  of  Guy  Lussac  Nitrogen  »  3*4 7 

The  analvsis  of  No.  II.  was  kindly  sulBcient  to  convince  any  unprejudiced 
conducted  by  Dr.  Will ;  and  a  com-  mind  of  the  accuracy  w'ith  which  the 
parison  of  the  three  analyses  must  be     nitrogen  may  be  determined  by  the 
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new  method  of  Dns.  Varrentrapp  and  In  no  case  have  I  obtained  this  result. 

Will.    A  vast  number  of  simiUir  cases  although,  in  the  above  investigations, 

could  be  given,  but  this  is  unnecessary,  fifteen  general  determinations  of  ash 

as  Dr.  Will  is  just  about  furnishing  the  were  made ;  and  in  the  course  of  these 

public  with  the  results  of  some  decisive  operations  the  peculiarly  pungent  nau- 

«xperiment8,  which  will  set  the  matter  seous  smell  of  acrolein  must  have  been 

at  rest  for  ever.  developed  had  any  glycerin  existed. 

As  the  present  investigation  is  merely  Such  are  the  most  important  of  the 

the  commencement  of  a  series  of  re-  results  which  the  writer  has  obtained 

searches  into  the  elementary  composi-  from  upwards  of  seven  months'  re- 

tion  of  the  bile,  we  have  not  ventured  searches,  and  more  than  forty  analyses. 

to  propose  a  formula ;    indeed,  it  is  The  object  has  been  to   support  no 

evident  that,  with  the  imperfect  know-  theory,  and,  as  much  as  possible,  to 

ledge  w^hich  we  as  yet  possess  on  the  avoid  the  prepossessions  wnich  a  dili- 

subjecty  such  an  attempt  must  be  con-  gent  study  of  the  previous  researches 

sidered  as  a  mere  hypothesis,  or  pro-  of  others  was  calculated  to  produce, 

bable  inference,  which  the  very  next  For  the  deficiencies,  he  feels   that 

analysis  might  overthrow.    We  think,  every  allowance  will  be  made  b^  the 

however,  that  the  facts  elicited  justify  only  competent  judges  on  the  subject — 

the  folloi^ing  conclusions : —  those  who  have  been  themselves  en- 

J,  That  the  bile  of  the  ox  is  a  cAeiiitcii/  gaged    in  the  difficult  department  of 

rompound  of  an  electro-negative  body  animal  chemistry.    A  wide  field  yet 

with  soda.  remains  open  in  the  ultimate  analvsis 

2.  That  this  body  is  not  the  choleic  of  the  human  bile,  the  bile  of  fisnes, 
acid  of  Demar9a^,  as  it  is  not  precipi-  and  a  general  comparison  of  the  bile  of 
tated  from  its  combination  with  soda  graminivorous  and  carnivorous*  ani- 
by  acetic  acidi  mals.    The  writer  proi)oses  to  devote 

3.  That  it  is  not  the  bilin  of  Ber-  himself  to  the  investigation;  and  hopes 
zelius,  as  it  is  not  separated  from  soda  that,  if  ever  completed,  much  of  the 
by  means  of  carbonic  acid.  Repeated  obscurity  which  at  present  envelops 
experiments  were  made  on  this  subject  the  subject  may  be  removed,  and  some 
under  circumstances  peculiarly  fa voura-  general  facts  established  directly  ap- 
ble  to  the  separation  of  the  soda  in  the  plicable  to  the  treatment  of  an  impor- 
form  of  carbonate.      The  compound  tant  class  of  diseases. 

forming  the  subject  of  the  last  analysis  Gienen,  Nov.  2ist,  1843. 

was  dned  in  an  oil-bath  at  110^,  and  ■ «_ 

then  dissolved  in  alcohol,  sp.  gr.  -809,  ««„..^,„^r«   ^» 

at  15-  C;  a  very  strong  current  of  THE    SURGICAL    TREATMENT    OF 

carbonic    acid    gas  was    now    nassed  IMPAIRED  VISION, 

through  the  solution   for  two  liours.  ^^^^^^^^^^  on  the  oPKaxTioK  for 

No  precipitate  took  place.    Another  strabismus;  illustratbd  by 

experiment  was  made  with  bile  taken  ^  cask. 

out  of  an  ox  immediately  after  it  was ' 

slaughtered,  and   while  the  secretion  ^o  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

was  warm.    The  mucus  was  separated  '»*  ^  ^          j 

with  alcohol,  and  the  clear  solution  Sir, 

evaporated  to  dryness.  It  was  now  j^  ^^^  accompimying  case,  which  is 
acam  dissolved  in  alcohol,  sp.  gr.  -809,  intended  as  an  illustration  of  the  treat- 
filtered,  and  exposed  to  the  action  of  ^^^^  ^f  ^^g  of  ^j^e  ill  tonsequences 
carbonic  acid  gas  as  above.  This  ex-  ^\^^^\^  occasionally  result  from  the 
periment  also  proves  that,  m  this  case  operation  for  strabismus,  be  thought  by 
at  least,  no/ree  soda  was  contained  in  worthy  of  the  pages  of  your  valua- 

the  bile.  _ — 

With  reference  to  the  neculiar  sweetish  *  The  examination  of  the  elementary  compo- 

w  iin  reierence  7  "^^^^^'If  \;';^^^^^^^  sHion  of  the  bile  of  the  strictly  camivorous  ani- 

taste  of  the  bile,  the  opinion  has  been  ^^^  ^^,  undertaken  by  me,  at  the  request  of 

advanced   by    Berzelius    that    it    may  Professor  Liebiir,  in  the  month  of  May  last.    A 

Timliahltf  firic*»   frnm   thp  free  e/lucerin  fox  was  the  animal  from  which  the  secretion  was 

probably  arise  irom  me  iree  yiifcenn  ^^^^^.^^^   ,,„j  ^^^  quantity  was  so  small  that  no 

held  in  solution.     If  this  were  really  general  fact  can  be  deduoadfirtnn  the  aniayaia,  as 

the   case     on    subicctinfir   the    bile   to  there  was  not  enough  for  nitrogen  analysis  ot 

ujc    caw,    uii     »uuj«-uti«g    wic    wi^     ^  control     1  trust  ahortly  to  be  able  to  obtain  m 

destrucuve    distillation   we   ought   to  i?„X„i  the  wie  ^ 

perceive  a  distinct  smell  of  acrolein,  of  the  carnivorous  animals. 
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ble  journal,   its  early  insertion  will  a  letter :  therefore,  her  eight  was  de- 

much  oblige,  fective  as  to  clearness  and  power  of 

Your  obedient  servant,  continued  exertion. 

James  J.  Adams.  If  the  right  eye  was  used  by  itself, 

^  w*-  n,^A  af«»f  iw  1  iflio  its  sight  was  as  defective  of  clearness 

27,  New  Broad  Street,  Dec.  1. 18«.  ^^  ^^|^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  .^^  disposition  to 

Of  all  the  ill  consequences  which  an  increasing  dimness,  daring  exertion 
have  occurred  after  the  renwval  of  a  of  the  eyes,  moch  alronger. 
squint  by  the  MCtuiii  of  one  of  the  The  sight  of  the  left  eye,  vaed  lepii- 
recti  Brasdes,  no  one  has  prodoced  so  rately,  was  more  defective  in  clearness 
fliiidi  alarm  to  the  patient,  anxiety  to  than  that  of  the  right,  and  its  dimness 
the  surgeon,  and  injury  to  the  reputa-  less  disposed  to  increase,  during  exer- 
tion of  the  operation  for  strabismus,  as  tion,  than  that  of  the  sight  of  both 
the  impairment  of  the  vision,  either  in  eyes. 

the  eye  operated  on,  in  its  fellow,  or        The  dimness  of  her  vision  was  ac- 

simultaneously  in  both ;  for,  as  vet,  in  companied  by  severe  pain  across  th^ 

many  instances  where  the  signt  has  forehead  and  left  brow, 
been  impaired  by  the  straightening  of        History. ^ki  the  age  of  two  jears 

a  squinting  eye,  medical  treatment  has  she  squinted  strongly  with  the  left  eve 

failed  to  anord  relief.  in  the  direction  ot  her  nose.    As  she 

Having  witnessed,  in  several  cases  of  grew  older,  the  squint  lessened ;  and  it 
the  kind  above  mentioned,  the  diffi-  was  then  observed  that,  in  proportion 
cultv  and  failure  of  medicine  to  relieve  to  the  gradual  straightening  of  the  eye, 
the  impairment  of  the  vision,  I  directed  the  sight  of  it  became  impaired.  In 
my  attention  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  December  1840  the  ^quint  of  her  left 
defective  sight,  and  found  them  to  be  eye  was  slight,  and  its  sieht  very  de- 
such  as  to  lead  me  to  believe  that  an  fective,  though  the  sight  of  both  eyes, 
undue  contraction  of  certain  recti  mus-  and  that  of  the  right,  when  used  by 
cles  of  the  eyes  might  induce  that  kind  itself,  was  perfectly  natural  as  to  clear- 
of  impaired  vision  which  succeeds  to  ness  and  strength,  so  that  the  defective 
the  straightening  of  an  eye  after  the  sight  of  the  left  eye  did  not  produce 
division  of  its  contracted  muscle  *,  and  any  inconvenience  to  her.  However, 
therefore,  that  a  surgical  mode  uf  treat-  she  felt  anxious  to  have  her  eye 
ment  mi^ht  be  employed.  The  follow-  straightened,  and  for  that  purpose  ap- 
ing case  is  an  instance  of  the  success-  plied  to  an  eye  hospital,  and  placed 
ful  application  of  a  surgical  treatment,  herself  under  one  of  the  surgeons,  who 

Aug.  9, 1841.— Ann  Clancy,  st.  22,  divided  the  internal  rectus  muscle  of 
and  healthy,  applied  to  me  for  relief  to  the  left  eye,  the  position  of  which  in- 
her  sight,  whicn  she  described  as  being  stantly  became  divergent,  and  its  sight, 
so  defective,  as  to  render  her  incapable  with  that  of  the  right,  confused  and 
of  earning  her  living  by  any  occupa-  double.  The  subsequent  effects  of  the 
tion  requiring  ordinary  exertion  of  her  wound  of  the  operation  were  large 
eyes.  The  positions  of  her  eyes  gene-  troublesome  granulations,  and  severe 
rally  were  natural,  but  occasionally  not  prolonged  irritation  of*  the  conjunc- 
80  when  viewing  attentively  near  or  tivae  scleroticee.  During  the  succeed- 
distant  objects.  On  examining  the  ing  months,  January  and  February,  the 
power  of  her  sight,  I  ascertained  that  same  state  of  confused  and  double  vi- 
she  could  not  see  to  read  letters  of  sion,  with  some  additional'  sense  of 
small  print,  nor  to  thread  the  eye  of  a  weakness,  existed,  though  she  had  not 
common-sized  needle  ;  and  that  large  attempted  to  read  or  work.  In  March 
sized  letters,  which  she  could  distin-  she  first  attempted  to  use  the  eyes  in 
guish  at  first  sight,  could  not  be  recog-  her  ordinary  occupation,  and  ascer- 
nized  after  a  gaze  on  them  for  five  tained  the  degree  of  the  defect  of  her 
minutes ;  also,  that  the  longest  time  sight,  which,  as  to  clearness  and  power 
she  could  continue  to  exert  ner  eyes  ofcontinued  exertion,  she  believes  to 
over  letters  of  large  size  did  not  exceed  have  been  at  about  half  of  its  present 
tn  enly  minutes,  though  aided  by  fre-  degree.  From  March  to  the  succeed- 
quent  rests;  for  the  sight  then  became  ing  August  her  sight  declined  in  clear- 
so  dim  as  to  require  a  rest  of  the  e^es  ness  and  stren^h,  notwithstanding 
during  the  space  of  man^  hours  before  many  occasional  and  remarkable  va- 
she  again  could  distinguish  the  form  of  riations  in  its  degrees  of  imperfection : 
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«.  g,  Bometimes  during  a  few  minutes  it  6th .^Divided  the  external  rectus  of 

would  be  perfectly  restored    to  her,  the  left  eye. 

then    suddenly   be   rendered    darker,  12th. — ^Position  of  the  left  eye  central; 

nearly  to  complete  blindness,  in  which  that  of  the  right  slightly  divergent. 

state  it  would  remain  for  a  few  minutes,  Sight  not  quite  so  perfect  as  it  was 

and  then  return  to  its  usual  condition  :  previously  to  the  last  operation;  the 

at  other  times  it  would  remain  im-  vision  of  the  left  eye  has  not  improved, 

proved  during  several  days,  and  then,  and  that  of  the  right  is  less  perfect, 

for  an  equally  brief  period,  be  more  21  st. — Sight,  with  both  eyes  open, 

than  usually  impaired.  remarkably  improved ;  she  states  that 

The  treatment  of  these  svmptoms  of  it  is  now  as  perfect  **  as  she  has  ever 

amaurosis  was  conducted,  by  the  sur-  known  it  to  b^,"  for  she  can  see  to  read, 

geon  who  removed  her  squint,  steadily  or  to  do  fine  needlework,  durins^  aa 

and  with  much  attention,  during  a  period  many  hours  as  she  may  pl^aw,  witaoot 

of  nine  months ;  and  the  means  he  em-  feeline  the  least  desree  ofmooiivenience 

ployed  were  those  usually  adopted  in  ob-  from  dimness  of  tne  sig^t  or  aching  of 

stinate  cases  of  amaurosis,  namely,  pur-  the  eyes^    By  the  left  eye  she  can  read 

gatives,  alteratives,  mercurials,  tonics,  type'^Bngiish."    Double  vision  is  yet 

counter-irritants,    &c.    However,    the  present 

result  of  his  treatment  being  nnsuc-  27th. — Divided  the  external  rectus 

cessful,  he  told  her  "that  he  knew  not  of  the  right  eye  (without  removing  a 

what  more  to  do  for  her;**  soon  after  portion);   and  the  immediate  results 

which  she  applied  to  me.    Having  had  were,  an  apparent  central    and   cor- 

the  opportunity  of  witnessing  her  medi-  respondent  position  of  both  eyes,  and 

cal  treatment,  which   had   not  been  a  lessening  of  the  double  vision. 

WBntin^  in  skill,  I  determined  not  to  29th. — The  sight  remains  unaffected 

repeat  it,  but  at  once  to  apply  a  surgi-  as  to  clearness  and  power  of  continued 

cat  treatment  I  had  previously  adopted  exertion.    The  doiible  vision  has  not 

with  success  in  cases  where  the  vision  ceased,  but  much  lessened, 

was  impaired,  and  the  position  of  the  October  22d.->  Position  of  the  eyes 

eyes  natural.  variable ;  sometimes  central,  at  others 

On  August  9th  I  divided  the  internal  subject  to  a  slight  alternate  divergence, 

rectus  muscle  of  the  right  eye;  the  Sight  of  the  left  eye  improved;  can  see 

efifect  of  which  was  an  immediate  di-  to  read  "  pearl  type"  by  it. 

▼ergcnce  of  both  eyes,  particularly  of  November  25tn.— Position    of   the 

the  right  eyes  generally  natural,  but  occasionally 

17th.— Both  the  eyes  much  diverged,  not  so,  either  the  left  or  right  eve  being 

but   the   left   more  ^  than   the  right  slightlv  divergent,  while  its  kUow  is 

Sight  of  the  right  eye  improved  in  central.     The  sight  continues  to  be 

clearness  and  power  of  continued  ex-  perfect  as  to  clearness  and  power  of 

ertion ;  that  of  the  left  not  improved,  enduring  lengthy  exertion ;  for  on  no 

Double  vision  not  so  distinct  as  before  occasion  has  any  return  of   its  late 

operation.  defective    symptoms    been    produced. 

24th. — ^Divergence  of  the  eyes  single  The  sight  of  the  left  eye  has  ceased  to 
and  alternate.  Sight  improved,  e,  g.  become  dim  after  exertion, 
can  see  to  read  newspaper  print  during  January  1842. — The  position  of  the 
the  space  of  two  hours,  without  any  eyes  and  state  of  the  sight  are  nearly 
dimness  of  the  sight  occurring  to  need  the  same  as  when  last  reported,  the 
a  rest  of  the  eyes.  Bv  the  left  eye  only  exception  being,  that  the  twofold 
alone  can  see  to  read  type  "  great  appearance  of  objects  is  more  trouble- 
primer.''  The  pain  of  the  head  and  some  to  her  from  its  being  distinct  in 
eyes  has  not  been  felt  since  the  second  proportion  to  the  intentness  with  which 
day  after  the  operation.  the  object  is  viewed. 

September  4th.— Position  of  the  eyes  31st — Redivided  the  external  rectus 

nearly  natural,  but  subiect  to  alternate  of  the  right  eye,  the  immediate  effects 

divergence.  Sight  much  improved,  e.  g,  of  which  were  a  central  position  of  the 

she  can  see  to  read  "  pearl '^  type  from  right  eye,  with  a  convergence  of  the 

the  distance  of  eighteen  inches,  and  to  left  and  a  lessening,  with  alterations, 

read  or  work  with  her  needle  during  of  the  double  vision. 

three  hours  at  a  time.-  Double  vision  Feb.  10th.— Position  of  both  eyes 

still  present  perfectly  natural ;   double  vision  less 
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distinct,  and  not  so  frequently  seen ;  being  nearly  natural,  and  her  siglit^ 

sight,  in  other  respects,  natural.  so  defective  in  clearness  and  power' 

April  25th. — Appearances  of  the  eyes  of    continued    exertion,    as    to    rea- 

natural,  and  their  position  perfectly  so  dcr    her    incapable    of    earning   her 

to  any  but  a  very  accurate  observer ;  for  living,  the  internal  rectus  muscle  of  her 

the  slight  variations  in  their  consensual  rieht  eye  was  divided.     In  the  course 

movements  can  only  be  detected  when  of  a  few  days  after  the  operation  an 

she  is  directed  to  look  suddenly  and  extensiveimprovementofthe  sight  took 

attentively  to  diflferent  distances.  place.      On  September  6th,    the    ex- 

Oct.  6th.  '^Prominence  and  position  of  temal  rectus  of  the  left  eye  was  divided, 

her  eyes  quite  natural ;  the  power  of  con-  and  on  the  24th  instant,  ner  sight,  when 

vergence  slight,  and  equal  at  four  and  a  both  eyes  were  open,  had  become,  ac- 

quarter  inches.    The  power  of  inverting  cording  to  her  own  statement,  as  per- 

me  right  cornea  is  complete ;  that  of  feet  as  she  had  ever  known  it  to  be  in 

the  left  is  not  so  by  one  and  a  h.^If  respect  to  clearness  and  strength ;  but 

lines ;    the  power  of  eversion  is  not  not  as  to  its  singleness.     September 

complete  in  the  right  eye  by  one  line,  27th.— The  external  rectus  of  tne  right 

nor  m  the  left  by  one  and  a  half  lines,  was  divided,  and  a  futher  improvement 

Sight  mitural  in  its  clearness  and  to  the  vision,  particularly  to  that  of  the 

power  of  continued  exertion,  with  both  left  eye,  succeeded  the  operation, 
eyes  open,  or  by  the  right  eye  alone ;        January  1842. — Sight  naturally  clear 

e.  g,f  she  can  see  to  read  the  finest  and  strong,  but  yet  subject  to  a  state  of 

engraved  letters,  namely,  those  which  double  vision. 

express  the   Lord's  prayer  within   a        31  st. — The  external   rectus  of   the 

circle  of  less  size  than  that  of  a  four-  right  eye  redivided,  by  which  operation 

penny-piece.     If  the  left  eye  alone  be  the  positions  of  the  eyes  were  rendered 

used,  such  small  letters  can  only  be  more  natiu'al  under  every  circumstance, 

distinguished  separately,  so  that  she  and  the  double  vision  nearly  removed, 
spells,  instead  of  reading,  the  words        October.  —  The  sight  of  both  eyes 

by  it.  equal  and  perfectly  natural. 

The  above  case  having  been  related 

particularly  with  the  view  of  illustrat-  — — " ■ 

ing  the  effects  of  the  division  of  the 

recti  muscles  on    the   sight,  I   have  onthk 

intentionally  omitted  many  interesting        CONSTRUCTION  and  application 

facts  with  regard  to  the  positions  and  o' 

motions  of  the  eyes.  INSTRUMENTS  USED   IN  AUSCUL- 

Remarks. — In  order  that  the  facts  of  TATION  : 

this  interesting  case  may  be  the  more  ^  . 

Ktron^lv  imnrPKSpd  nn   thp   mpmorv  nf  Beinjr  the  Substance  of  a  Commtmication  made 
sirongiy  impressea  on  me  memory  oi       to  tiie  Medical  Section  of  the  Britiah  AMocia- 

the  reader,  permit  me  to  add  a  bnef       tion  at  Manchester,  in  June  I84a« 
review  of  them. 

In  December  1840,  A.  C,  22  years  ®^  ^-  ^'  ^'  Williams,  M.D.  F.R.S.  &c. 

of  age,  submitted  to  the  operation  of  

division    of   the    left   internal  rectus  The  acoustic  examination  of  disease 

muscle  for  the  removal  of  a  convergent  having  been  so  profoundly  as  well  as 

squint  of  the  left  eye.  The  results  of  the  generally  studied,  it  is  not  surprising 

operation  were  a  complete  straighten-  that  the  instruments  used  in  it  should 

ing  of  the   eye    openited    on,  and  a  have  wanted    modifications  to    make 

defect  of  the  vision  of  both  eyes,  cha-  them  exhibit  better  the    phenomena 

racterised    by    a    want    of   clearness,  which  increased  experience  and  skill 

strength,  and  singleness.    During  the  have  discovered.     To  make  these  im- 

nine  months  succeeding  to  that  of  the  provements  some  knowledge  of  acoustic 

operation,  the  position  of  both  eyes  science  is  necessary ;  and  it  might  seem 

maintained  a  nearly  natural  correspon-  to  be  the  province  more  of  the  natural 

dence  in  a  central  direction,  but  the  philosopher,  than  of  the  physician,  to 

sight,  during  the  same  period,  became  suggest  them. 

more    and   more    impaired,   although        But  it  njust  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a 

medical     treatment     was     constantly  good  understanding    of   the   ends   in 

and    skilfully    applied.      On    August  view,  as  well  as  of  the  instrument,  is 

9lh,  1841,   the  position    of   her  eyes  required.     To  suggest  what  a  stetho- 
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scope  ou^ht  to  be,  a  knowledge  of  chi,  heart,  and  friction  sounds)  beine 

acoustics  18  not  more  necessary  than  an  most  effectually  communicated  by  ri^a 

acquaintance  with  disease,  and  expe-  solids  of  the  least  density.    This  view 

rience  in  its  investigation.    A  want  of  I  stiU  hold ;  and  I  proceed  to  remark 

these  latter  qualificationR,  in  my  opi-  on  the  best  mode  in  which  the  princi* 

nion,  renders  some  recent  suggestions  pie  may  be  brought  into  operation, 

from  the  Professor  of  Natural  Philoso-  It  has  been  lately  questioned  that 

phy  at  Edinburgh*,  of  little  value  to  the  conducting  power  of  the  stetho- 

pnictical  men ;  and  an  imperfect  ac-  scope  depends  at  all  on  the  air  con- 

quaintance  with  the  whole  of  the  pur-  tained  in  the  central  canal  and  exca- 

poses  and  principles  of  the  stethoscope  vation.    This  doubt  has  arisen  chiefly 

seems  to  me  apparent  in  other  late  from  an  observation  first  made  by  Dr. 

proposals  for  the  improvement  of  the  Cowan,  that  plugg^ing  the  central  c&- 

stetnoscope.  nal  does  not  much  impair  the  power  of 

Twenty  years'  attention  to  the  prin-  the  instrument     Professor  Forbes  has 

ciples  and  practice  of  auscultation  may  repeated  the  same  remark.      I  have 

perhaps  warrant  me  in  offering  to  the  made  manv  experiments  on  this  point, 

section  a  few  remarks  on  the  acoustic  ^nd  the  following   are   some  of  the 

])rinciples  of  means  used  in  ausculta-  results. 

tion,  and  on  the  best  mode  of  applying  Stopping  with  a  cork  the  pectoral 

them  with  efficacy  and  convenience.  end  or  the  instrument  greatly  impairs 

Laennec,  the  inventor  of  the  stetho-  its  conducting  power  ;  stopping  the 
scope,  had  no  accurate  views  of  the  ear  end  does  so  m  a  much  slighter  de- 
principles  of  its  construction.  He  de-  gree.  But  in  any  way  stopping  the 
clarea  that  the  instruments  which  he  tube  does  impair  the  transmission  of 
found  the  best,  were  not  made  accord-  sound ;  and  to  be  assured  of  this,  it  is 
ing  to  the  commonly  received  laws  of  not  si^cient  to  judge  by  general  im- 
physics.  Yet  experience  taught  him  pressions  as  to  whether  a  sound  is 
that  the  solid  cylinder  does  not  convev  louder  in  one  way  than  in  another : 
breath  sounds,  or  voice  sounds,  so  weU  we  must  resort  to  what  may  be  called 
as  the  cylinder  perforated  and  hollowed  a  test  sound  (as  opticians  use  a  test  ob- 
at  its  pectoral  end.  Many  years  ago  I  ject) ;  a  sound  just  within  the  limits  of 
pointed  out  that  this  fact,  which  is  audibility,  such  as  the  sound  of  expiia- 
unquestionable,  is  in  peifect  confer-  tion  in  a  healthy  subject,  or  a  very 
mity  with  a  law  of  acoustics,  that  faint  cardiac  murmur.  When  tried  by 
sounds  are  best  conducted  by  bodies  of  such  a  test,  the  superior  conducting 
an  elastic  tension  resembhng  that  of  power  of  the  open  tube  becomes  ob- 
the  sonorous  body .  On  the  other  hand,  vious.  But  the  impeding  eflect  of  a 
bodies  differing  in  elasticity  are  bad  stoppage  in  the  tube  becomes  most  evi- 
recipients  of  each  other's  vibrations,  dent  in  the  flexible  stethoscope,  a  cork 
Thus  wood,  although  an  excellent  con-  inserted  into  the  pectoral  end  of  which 
ductor  of  sounds  generated  in  itself,  or  altogether  shuts  out  faint  sounds,  and 
in  other  solids,  receives  but  imperfectly  very  perceptibly  impairs  those  that  are 
those  produced  in  air.     But  by  thin-  louder. 

ning  wood,  and  extending  its  surface  That  the  common  stethoscope  really 

in  contact  with  air,  it  is  much  more  conducts  by  its  closed  column  of  air  as 

readily  affected  by  the  vibrations  of  well  as  by  its  solid  walls,  is  further 

air,  and  becomes  the  best  medium  for  proved  by  the  following  &cts.    Loud 

transferring  to  air  tiie  sounds  of  denser  pectoral  sounds,  as  that  of  the  voice^ 

solids;  and  this  is  the  principle  of  neart,  or  a  murmur,  maybe  heard  by 

sounding-boards.  bringing  the  ear  end  near  the  ea^  with- 

The  view  which  1  originally  ga-  <.  of  out  actual  contact :  the  sound  is  then 

the  principle  of  the  steuioscope  repre-  exclusively  conveyed  by  the  air,  and 

sented  its  operatioa  as  varying  with  may  be  totally  intercepted  by  *  P^o^ 

the  source  of  sound :  sounds  produced  If  a  large  hole  be  made  in  the  side  of 

in  air  (vocal  and  breath-soundt)  being  a  stethoscope,  its  conducting  power  is 

best  transmitted  by  an  enclosed  column  greatly  impaired,  especially  for  Mi^ 

of  air ;  those  produced  in  solids  (rhon-  sounds ;  but  it  is  at  once  restoredby 

closing  the  hole  with  the  finger.    The 

.    . ..  ^,   .  «  .  difference  draends  not  only  oo  the  c«- 

/lUy^"'.'*''"*^^'                             *~*'  elusion  of  ntnneaoM  sounds  by  the 

785.— XXXI.  2  ^ 


402 


DR.  C.  J.  B.  WILLIAMS  ON  THE  CONSTRUCTION  AND 


latter  expedient,  but  also,  and  chiefly, 
on  the  superior  power  of  conduction 
which  a  closed  column  of  air  possesses. 
That  the  addition  of  solid  conductor, 
by  that  which  stops  the  hole,  is  not 
concerned  in  the  improvement,  is  clear 
from  the  fact,  that  solid  tubes  of  the 
most  slender  walls  avail  as  well  as 
thick  ones,  so  long  as  they  preserve  a 
close  column  of  air  within  them. 

The  closed  state  of  the  column  of 
air  is  the  chief  condition  necessary  to 
give  air  a  high  conducting  power. 
Following  the  assertions  of  acoustic 
writers,  that  the  pulses  of  sound  pass 
through  the  air  in  straight  lines,  like 
rays  of  light,  I  formerly  suggested  that 
the  pectoral  end  of  the  stethoscope 
should  be  hollowed  into  a  very  taper- 
ing cone,  and  that  the  whole  interior 
should  be  made  as  smooth  as  possible, 
to  promote  the  most  direct  reflection  of 
sound.  But  this  principle  is  more  ap- 
plicable to  ear  trumpets,  which  receive 
sounds  from  the  open  air,  than  to  the 
stethoscope,  which  receives  vibrations 
from  a  solid  enclosed  surface.  Air 
confined  in  a  close  tube  vibrates  as  a 
whole,  and  its  vibrations  pass  over 
angles,  and  throueh  bends  (as  in  a 
flexible  tube),  with  a  freedom  which 
supersedes  the  idea  of  mere  reflection ; 
and  although  thev  must  be  transferred 
through  a  straignt  smooth  tube  more 
freely  than  through  a  crooked  and 
rugged  one,  the  difference  is  less  than 
mi^t  be  expected  without  a  know- 
le^e  of  the  properties  of  close  tubes. 

The  chief  object  in  the  formation  of 
the  hollow  end  of  the  instrument  is  to 
bring  into  close  contact  with  the  walls 
of  the  chest  as  large  a  surface  of  air  as 
possible,  and  to  convey  the  pulses  of 
this  air  as  directly  as  ^ssible  to  the 
ear.  It  is  at  the  same  time  desirable  to 
avoid  a  large  hollow  within  the  instru- 
ment ;  because  such  a  hollow  causes  a 
conch-like  or  tinkling  echo,  from' the 
repeated  transverse  reflection  of  the 
vibrations.  A  conical  cavity  answers 
very  well  for  the  sounds  best  trans- 
mitted by  the  air ;  but  a  trumpet  end 
does  not  appear  to  be  inferior,  and  it 
answers  better  for  the  communication 
of  vibrations  to  the  solid  part  of  the 
instrument. 

I  have  before  noticed  the  inferior 
power  of  a  solid  stethoscope.  Some 
writers,  who  consider  the  stethoscope 
to  conduct  only  by  its  solid  walls, 
ascribe  this  inferiority  to  the  weight  of 


its  mass,  and  suggest  that  if  this  be 
reduced  by  hollowing,  the  closed  solid 
is  still  the  best  instrument.  To  test  this 
principle  1  had  a  thin  stethoscope 
made  of  light  deal,  and  closed  at  its 
pectoral  end  by  a  very  thin  plate  of  the 
same  material :  this  provea  to  be  de- 
cidedly inferior  to  instruments  with  an 
open  bore*.  Yet  this  instrument  re- 
versed, with  its  closed  end  applied  to 
the  ear,  and  its  open  end  on  tne  chest, 
communicated  alldiflTused  sounds  un- 
commonly well :  this  can  be  explained 
only  on  the  principle  of  the  large  sur- 
face  of  the  hollow  of  the  instrument 
enabling  the  solid  part  to  receive  the 
vibrations. 

But  flndine  the  considerable  share 
which  the  s^id  walls  of  stethoscopes 
have  in  communicating  sounds,  and 
finding  by  experiment  that  their  efll- 
cacy  depends  chiefly  on  the  formation 
of  their  pectoral  end,  by  which  they 
receive  the  vibrations,  I  have  devised 
a  form  of  instrument  which  qualifies 
them  for  this  purpose  better  than  any 
instrument  now  in  use.  It  is  the  bugle 
or  trumpet  end  (as  seen  in  fig.  ],  a), 


0 


the  edges  of  which  being  made  very 
thin,  and  applied  flat  on  the  walls  of 
the  chest,  are  most  readily  aflfected  by 
their  vibrations.  The  instrument  thus 
constructed,  of  a  light  rigid  wood, 
such  as  sycamore,  if  tried  with  a  test 
sound,  will  be  found  for  most  purposes 
superior  to  the  stethoscopes  hitnerto 
used. 


*  The  nme  infenoritv  U  manifert  in  a  Krbt 
■olid  instnimmt,  which  I  have  seen  used  by  one 
or  two  practitioneri. 
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But  most  stethoscopes  are  provided  other.    It  is  much  better  adapted  for 

with  n  perforated  stopper,  the  chief  use  the  heart  sounds,  and  is  certamly  the 

of  whicn  is  to  shut  out  diffused  sounds,  best  instrument  for  exploring  venous 

and  to  transmit  by  the  central  canal  and  arterial  murmurs,  because  it  may 

aereal  sounds,  from  a  limited  spot :  it  is  be  applied  with  a  less  degree  of  pres- 

thus  of  great  use  in  distinguishing  pec-  sure  than  the   common   stethoscope, 

toriloquy  from  difiused  bronchopnony.  The  chief  advantage,  however,  is  in  its 

I  find  that  the  same  object  can  be  flexibility,  which  permits  it  to  be  ap- 

pretty  well  attained  by  revei:sing  the  plied  to   the   patient  in   postures  in 

new  stethoscope,  anpiying  the  ear  end  which    the   straight   stethoscope  can 

(b)  to  the  chest,  ana  the  hollow  end  (a)  scarcely  be  used.    On  the  other  hand, 

to  the  ear :  this  end  having  some  ex-  it  has  the  inconvenience  of  requiring 

tent  of  flat  surface,  fits  the  ear  very  the  use  of  both  hands  to  keep  it  ap- 

well,  and  is  not  hollow  enough  to  pro-  plied  ;  so  that  the  auscultator  has  no 

duce  much  conchal  sound.  nand  free  to  prevent  the  friction  and 

An  inconvenience  at  first  experienced  contact  of  the  clothes,  &c.,  or  to  steady 
with  this  instrument  was  its  fragility,  himself  whilst  he  leans  over  the  patient, 
being  easilv  cracked  or  crushed  m  the  On  the  whole,  although  I  often  employ 
pocket.  This  evil  is  readily  obviated  the  flexible  instrument  for  particular 
by  making  the  ear  end  (b,  as  seen  in  purposes,  I  am  of  opinion  that  na  one 
fig.  2)  to  take  off  and  to  fit  into  the  who  uses  it  only  can  be  an  accurate 
hollow  end  (a)  ;  which  thus  not  only  auscidtator. 
strengthens  the  thin  part,  but  also  Pereiunon, 
renders  the  instrument  more  portable.  Since  I  explained  the  principle  of 
For  this  purpose,  and  iar  that  of  shut-  percussion  in  1835,  I  have  had  almost 
ting  out  diffused  sounds,  the  ear  end  daily  opportunities  of  proving  the  ac- 
should  be  made  stout,  and  of  a  tough  curacy  oi  that  explanation,  and  of  de- 
material,  as  box  or  yew  wood.  riving  advantage  from  the  varied  modes 

The  stethoscope  in  its  packed  or  ot  percussion   which   the   clear  un- 

portable  state  (fig.  2)  is  well  adapted  to  derstanding    of    the    principle    sue- 

render  visible  the  extent  and  direction  gested.    So  delicate  do  I  now  find  this 

of  the  pulsations  of  the  heait  or  arte-  test,  that  in  manv  instances  it  discovers 

ries,  and  of  the  motions  of  respiration,  disease  when  other  physical  signs  are 

Held  by  its  broad  end  as  a  base  firmly  negative. 

applied  to  the  chest,  its  small  end  ex-        The  principle  is  briefly  this :  sound 

hibits,  in  an  exaggerated  degree,  the  on   percussion    is    derived  froBi   the 

movements  of  its  rase.    Laennec  used  elastic  tension  of  the  bodies  which  the 

to  exhibit  the  impulse  of  the  heart  by  stroke  reaches,  and  depends  on  the 

the  lifting  of  his  stethoscope ;  but  this  conjoint   vibration   of  these.      Thus 

instrument  does  this  much  more  ex-  gentle  percussion,  and  flat  percussion, 

actlv,  and  likewise  shews  the  direction  reaches  the  superficial  parts  only,  and 

of  the  impulse.  is    toned  by  them:     forcible    percus- 

As  the  flexible  stethoscope  has  been  sion  derives  its  sound  from  deep-seated 

recommended    by    some    respectable  parts  also. 

authorities,  (although  I  believe  that  it  The  character  of  the  stroke-sound 
is  very  little  used,)  i  take  this  oppor-  varies  not  only  in  loudness  and  clear- 
tunity  to  state  my  objections  to  it,  which  ness,  but  also,  and  most  constantly,  in 
are  founded  on  considerable  experience  pUckj  the  deepest  tones  beins  the 
in  its  use ;  for  since  Dr.  Stroud,  who  nealthiest  in  all  cases,  except  a  few  of 
first  employed  it,  recommended  it  to  flaccid  emphysema  and  pneumo-thorax. 
me  seven  or  eight  years  ag[0,  I  have  In  some  cases  of  pneumonia,  pleurisy, 
ffiven  it  repeated  and  vaned  trials,  and  even  tubercle,  the  stroke  sound  is 
when  tried  by  a  test  sound,  I  have  much  louder  on  the  diseased  than  on 
Iband  it  much  inferior  in  conducting  the  healthy  side;  this  is  where  the 
power,  for  all  the  more  delicate  clearness  proceeds  from  the  resonance 
sounds  of  the  breath  and  heart  Louder  of  the  subjacent  tubes,  which  the  con- 
sounds,  such  as  those  of  bronchial  or  densation  of  the  tissue  of  the  lung  en- 
cavernous  breath  and  vmee  sounds,  it  ables  the  stroke  to  reach.  But  in  all 
exaggerates  b^  the  addition  of  a  con-  these  cases  the  morbid  character  of  the 
chalecho,  which  renders  it  very  difli-  sound  is  proved  by  its  note  being  higher 
cult  to  distinguish  them  from   each  than  on  the  healthy  side. 
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In  cases  of  early  phthisis,  in  which  the  latter  part  may  he  corered  with 

the  auscultator  may  be  doubtful  as  to  buff  leather  and  velvet,  to  deaden  the 

the  comparison   of  stroke-sounds   of  clack  of  the  surface.     The  hammer 

corresponding  points  on  both  sides,  he  (Fig.  4)  is  made  of  an  oblate  spheroid 

may  sometimes  be  assisted  by  applying  of  lead  (three  quarters  of  an  mch  in 

his  ear  to  the  chest  at  the  same  tim^  long  diameter)  also  covered  with  leather 

that  he  strikes.  Thus,in  exploringbelow  and  velvet,  with  a  small  rod  of  whale- 

the  clavicles,  he  may  use  gentle  imme-  bone  (four  or  five  inches  long)  for  its 

diate  percussion  there  with  the  fingers,  handle.    The  pleximeter  fits  like   ■ 

whilst  he  applies  his  ear  in  the  scapular  finger  on  or  between  the  ribs,  and  is 

region ;   but  on  comparing  the  sound  firmly  and  conveniently  apphed  to  any 

with  that  of  the  opposite  side,  he  must  part.  The  hammer- head  bein§[  circular, 

be  careful  to  listen,  as  well  as  to  strike,  like   that    used    by   geologists,    can 

on  corresponding  points.    Explored  in  scarcely  vary  in  the  mrection  of  its 

this  way,  the  clearness  or  loudness  of  stroke,  and  has  weight  enough  to  elicit 

the  stroke  is  less  easUy  distinguished  deep-«eated  as  well  as  superficial  sounds 

than  the  note  or  pitch,  the  difference  with  very  little  force  of  stroke.    The 

of  which  is  sometimes  manifest  when  elasticity  of  the  handles  of  both  greatly 

it  is  not  so  in  the  usual  mode  of  ex-  £eicilitates  their  operation.* 

amination.  7,  HoUei  Street,  dvendiili  Square, 

In  percussion  of  the  abdomen,  it  is  ^^'  ^^*^ 

useful  to  employ  different  degrees  of 

Pressure  with  the  pleximeter  or  the            DROPSY  IN  EARLY  LIFE, 
and  struck.     Strong  pressure  with  

forcible  percussion,  displaces  the  super-        j^  g^^  ^^,.^^  ^^^  ^iedieal  Gazette. 

ficial  contents  (gas  and  hqmd),  and 

elicits  the  sound  of  deep-seated  parts.  »iBi 

On  the  other  hand,  the  gentlest  per-  The  following  case  of  dropy  occurring 

cussion,  without  pressure,  will  detect  in  early  life,  with  its  dissection,  ap- 

the  superficial  dulness  of  a  layer  of  pears  to  possess  some  points  of  interest^ 

serum  too  thin  to  be  palpable  by  flue-  and  I  should  feel  obliged  by  its  inser- 

tuation.  tion  in  your  journal. — Jremain,  sir. 

For  general  purposes,  I  consider  the  Your  obedient  servant, 

fingers  to  be  tne  oest  instruments  for  Cotton  Brlcombb. 

percussion;  and  the  various  ways  in       Minster Yud, York, Nov. s,iMt. 
which  they  may  be  used  constitute  one       _  ,  _  .  .    . «    *         , 

of  their  best  recommendations.    There  ^  Rebecca  Berry,  ©tat  13,  from  the 

are,  however,  a  few  cases  in  which  ah  ^^J  ^oat  School,  admitted  m  the  York 

instrument  for   peroussion  will   give  County  Hospital  under  the  care  of  Dr. 

more  accurate  indications;  and  I  will  Belcombe,    The  girl  had  no  complaint 

describe  one  which  is  very  eflicient  as  ®f  ^^^^  «P  *?  the  penod  of  her  admis- 

well  as  very  simple,  »o°-    Had  taken  her  meals,  and  done 

Percusdon-pUtes,  generaUy,  are  too  l^er  tasks  as  usual;  but  her  body  being 

large  to  be  appUed  closely  between  the  accidentally  discovered  to  be  enlarged, 

ribs ,  and  when  made  of  hard  materials  »?7  ^ther,  as  physician  to  that  institu- 

they  cause  a  clacking  noise  by  the  ^lon,  was  requested  to  see  her  by  the 

stroke  on  their  surface.    The  hammere  surgeon,  Mr,  Short,  and  perceivmff  a 

of  Drs.  Bume  and  Winterich  are  not  distmct  fluctuation,  he  recommended 

only  formidable  in  their  appearance  ^«'  removal  to  the  hospital.    She  was 

(that  of  Dr.  Bume  is  really  ffightful),  Pjaced  upon  a  course  of  mercunals  and 

but  their  strokes  may  vary  in  force,  oiuretics,  without  the  slightest  efkct; 

and  their  sounds  in  character,  according  ^^  ^^  abdomen  increasing  so  rapidly 

to  the  direction  in  which  the  hammer  *«.  to  cause  much  distress,  it  was  deter- 

fidls,  whether   quite   perpendicularly  nuned  on  consultation  to  have  recourse 

or  not  to  paracentesis,  which  was  accordingly 

To  avoid  these  objections,  I  have  for  performed,  and  seven  ouarls  of  a  pale, 

a  plexuneter  a  stout  narrow  piece  of  yellow,  clear,  serous  fluid  withdrawn, 

whalebone    (about  four  inches  long,  ^^  examination,  after  the  operation, 

Fig.   3),  slightly   bent   by   heat,   so  —^ 

that  one  end  forms  a  handle*  whilst  nJ^JSS't^nMSS^^^^ 

the  other  is  appUed  to  the  chesti  gSSlJ^iSfiS)^^ 
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the  liver  was  found  considerably  en-  in  which  floated  numeroos  small  h^ 

larged,  projecting  for  some  distance  datids  (the  hydatis  acephalocystis)  of  a 

below  the  ribs,  and  crossingover  into  round  form,  and  varying  from  the  size 

the  left  hypochondrium.     xhe  plan  of  an  ordinary  shot  to  that  of  a  pea, 

adopted  forreducingthisviscus,  though  translucent,  and  containing   a   clear 

steadily  persevered  in,  had  no  effect ;  fluid,  like  water :  they  were  all  per- 

and  on  the  12th  of  Au^^t,  the  neces-  fectly  distinct.  The  parietesof  the  c^st 

sity  of  paracentesis  being  sensibly  de-  were  firm ;    the  external  coat  beuiff 

veJoped,  it  was  again  performed,  and  dense  and  fibrous,  the  internal  soft  ana 

eight  quarts  of  a  similar  fluid  with-  pulpy.    On  cutting  into  it,  the  contents 

drawn.  quickly  exuded,  as  if  the  cyst  was  in 

On  Sept.  the  5th,  ten  quarts  were  some  measure  contractile :  within  this 

removed.     Symptoms  of  general  dis-  cyst  was  a  smaller  one,  quit^unattached, 

tress  of  the  system  now  un&lded  them-  and  readily  torn :  it  had  a  white  but 

selves ;  but,  in  spite  of  all  attempted  soft  external    coat,  and   an  internal, 

measures  of  relief,  it  was  deemed  auso-  rou^h  and  spongv :  it  contained  a  yel- 

lutely  necessary  on  the  22d  again  to  lowish  watery  fluid,  in  which  small 

have  her  tapped,  when  eleven  quarts  of  a  portions  of  lymph  floated.    The  lungs 

fluid,  redder  at  first  than  the  preceding,  and  heart  were  perfectly  healthy,  and 

afterwards  of  the  same  character,  came  of  the  usual  size, 
away.    For  the  first  time  she  bore  the 

operation  badly :  feinted  twice,  had  a       One  point  observable  in  the  case 

shivering  fit  npon  being  removed  to  bed,  appears  to  be,  such  a  remarkable  growth 

and  apppeared  much  exhausted.    She  of  disease  taking  place  with  so  httle 

died  the  next  day  at  10  a.m.  Theinspec-  sensible  effects  upon  the  gjeneral  eco- 

tion  was  made  twentv-four  hours  after  nomy.    The  most  minute  inquiry  has 

death  by  Mr.' Procter,  tnehouse-surceon,  failed  to  obtain  any  supposition  that 

who  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  the  girl  was  ill  up  to  the  time  when  the 

details*  increase  of  size  in  the  abdomen  was 

Auiopsv, — On  opening  the  body  a  accidentally  noticed.     Hydatids  have 

considerable  quantity  of  bloodjr  serous  been  often  described  as  connected  with 

fluid  escaped.    Peritoneum  thickened,  disease  of  the  liver ;  but  I  am  not  aware 

of  the  dull  pinkish-red  colour  of  stru-  of  their  having  been  detected  in  a  child 

mous inflammation, granular andrough-  so  young;   and  I  have  looked  over 

ened  to  the  feel,  covered  with  white  several  pathological  writers  in  vain  for 

specks  (apparently  of  deposited  lymph)  any  account  of  an  ascites  requiring  the 

aoont  the  size  of  a  split  pea;  themesen-  operation  of  paracentesis  at  such  an 

tery  and  transverse  arch  of  the  colon  early  age. 

were  firmly  adherent  to  the  abdominal  . 

parietes :  Uie  intestines  wereof  the  same 

colour,  but   only   adherent  in   some  MERCURY  IN  ILIUS. 

places.    Kidneya:   these  were  rather  — 

congested,  but  penectly    healthy   in        T\,  ike  Bditar  qf  the  Medical  Oazeiie. 

structure,  though  rather  smaller  than  g^^ 

isnsualljthecase.    LtW :  this  viscus  ip  you  should  deem  the  accompanying 

«tendedLi4eraUv  across  the  epigastnc  ^J^  evincing  the  value  of  cru^  mer- 

to  the  left  hjnpochondnac  region,  and  j^ «  jj^     »  ^j  sufficient  importance 

mto  thenjAthyTOMstncandumbibcal  for  your  pages,  it  wUl  oblige,  sir, 

regions.   TWghtlobc  was  chiefly  en-         ^       \our  obedient  servant, 

^f^L!5!  w^™L"'"^'*  ^  ^"^  T.  G.  Atkinson. 

and  tuberculated ;  its  colour  externally      «r.w4i-w  \s^  ^n  to^« 

reddish  pink,  with  the  peritoneal  covef-  '^^'^^  ^^-  "•  '^^ 
ing  mucn  thickened.  Inferior  surface  Samuel  Pass,  tet.  84,  the  subject  of 
was  occupied  bv  a  large  cyst  about  the  this  note,  was  first  Tisited  by  Messrs. 
size  of  a  foBtal  nead,  arising  imparently  W.  and  S.  Holdsworth,  surgeons  of 
from  the  lobulus  Spigelii.  Fluctuation  this  town^  on  Tuesday,  the  13th  of 
was  quite  distinct,  ftojectin^  from  the  September.  The  following  sjrmptoms 
right  edffe,  but  placed  rather  inferiorly,  presented  themselves  to  their  notice, 
was  anoUier  cyst  somewhat  less  in  size.  Incessant  vomiting,  nothing  remain- 
On  opening  the  larger  cyst,  it  was  ing  on  the  stomach;  abdomen  much 
foond  filled  with  a  yellow  viscid  fluid,  distended ;  violent  pain  round  the  urn- 
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bilicus ;    constipation  for  three   days  2d,  the  fact  of  the  relief  of  the  symp- 

previous  to  this  date ;  no  increase  of  toms  as  soon  as  the  mercury  appeared 

pain  by  pressure ;  and,  by  further  en-  to  reach  the  obstructed  part,  atttiough 

quiry  of  his  mother,  she  alle^d  the  no  stools  passed  per  anum  for  three 

fact  of  his  being  in  the  habit,   (for  days  after  tnis  period, 

amusement  sake)  of  standing  on  his 

i^n^ntS  thtclnSo"'  iTt  EFFECT  OF  MENTAL  IMPRESSIONS 

the    case  was  one  of  obstruction  of  ON  DISEASE, 

the  bowels.  — 

The  treatment  consisted  in  the  ad-  To  ike  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

ministration  of  croton  oil,  and  other  g^,^ 

S?  a^dTe'paS  ^^Z'^d  "fn  I'  l^.  'd«m  the  foUowing  ca^  and 

this- state,  with  ?he  exception  of  the  J^rtSUSnron'bSl/S^aJ^' 

first  enema  bringing  away  a  quantity  nieniai  inipressions  on  oooiiy  aisease, 

ofscyba^until,^^           .  ^'''^l  f*^  *  P^*^^f  ^"  your  valuable 

16th,  Friday  [when  all  the  symp-  journal,  they  are  at  your  service,  and 

toms  were  augmented,  with  the  addition  ^^^^^  «kL/iL«*  «—«««* 

of  his  now  vomiting  f«culent  matter.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Tobacco  infusion  of  double  the  usual  ^  ^  ^^^             '^^^^  Witchman. 

strength  was  given  by  enemas,   but  *  ' 

came  away  unmixed  with  fieces,  soon  R.  T.,  an  active  man,  single,  »t.  21, 

after  having  been  iinected.  had  been  suffering  two  days  and  a 

17th,  Saturday. — ^Was bled  this  mom-  night  from  pain  in  his  bowels,  accom- 


evince  inflammatory  indications.  and  sickness  continued.    When  1  saw 

When  I  first  saw  him  on  this  day,  him  he  was  resting  on  his  back  with 

his  pulse  was  quick  and  feeble ;  strength  his  knees  drawn  upwards.    His  comi- 

Seatly  prostrated  ;countenanceanxiou8.  tenance  indicated  pain.  He  corn- 
is  case  appeared  hopeless.  plained  of  being  exceedingly  weak,  and 

We  ordered  him  brandy,  and  other  of  pain  in  his  bowels.  The  skin  was 
stimulants,  and  four  ounces  of  quick-  hot  and  rather  dry ;  the  pulse  small, 
silver,  which  dose  was  repeated  diiring  contracted,  and  quick, — Vm  in  the  mi- 
the  evening,  four  hours  after  the  first,  nute;  respiration  difficult  and  fireqnent; 
The  mercury  was  rejected  firom  the  the  tongue  rather  dry  and  white ;  sick- 
oesophagus  once  or  twice  before  it  ness  after  taking  any  thine;  bowels 
would  reach  the  stomach.  He  never  costive ;  urine  scanty ;  had  oeen  way- 
vomited  after  this  day;  except  some  ward  during  the  night,  and  complained 
milk,  which  he  was  improperly  allowed  of  headache  at  the  time  of  my  visit ; 
to  take  in  too  large  a  quantity ;  but  the  no  derangement  of  the  pupil ;  no  into- 
other  symptoms  were  not  much  alle-  lerance  of  light,  no  tinnitus  aurium. 
viated.  The  stethoscope  revealed  no  pulmo- 

19th,  Monday. — On  this  day  eight  nary  disease.     On  placing  my  haad 

ounces  more  of  quicksilver  were  given  upon  the  seat  of  pain,  the  umbilical 

with  henbane,  to  alleviate  the  spasm,  region,  I  found  the  integument  very 

The  mercury  at  first  caused  an  increase  hot,  and  the  pjain  much  increased  by 

of  pain,  but  in  the  course  of  three  pressure.    I  viewed  this  as  a  case  of 

hours  all  his  symptoms  were  at  once  peritonitis,  and  proposed  an  immediate 

relieved,  although  the  bowels  were  not  loss  of  blood  by  venesection.    To  this 

evacuated  until  the  the  patient  strongly  objected.    Leeches 

22nd,  Thursday  ;  when  a   copious  were  then  recommended,  but  of  these 

stool  was  passed ;    since  which  time  he  was  equally  afraid.    On  strongly 

he  has  ffradually  recovered,  without  urging,  and   insisting  on   these,  Uie 

any  drawback.    Thirteen  ounces  of  the  patient     became     much     fiigfatened^ 

quicksilver  have  passed  at  intervals  and  partial  faintness  followed.    The 

during  the  succeeding  fortnight.  pulse  permanently  fell,  and  from  that 

The  peculiarities  of  this  case  seem  moment  the  pain  and  sickness  disap- 

to  be — Ist,  the  origin  of  the  disease ;  peared;  the  bowels  were  acted  on,  and 
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in  a  few  days  the  patient  was  quite  dent ;  his  countenance  was  pallid ;  his 

well,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  drop  muscles  weak  and  flabby ;  tiis  tongue 

of  blood.    No  calomel  had  been  taken  furred;  his  breath  offensive;  hisrespira- 

for  thirty-four  hours  prior  to  this,  so  tion  easily  accelerated;  his  pulse  lan- 

that  the  result  may  be  fairly  ascribed  guid,  and  occasionally  in termittent;^nd 

to  the  mental  influence.  nis  feet  were  swollen.   His  bowels  were 

The  next  case  is  of  a  diflferent  cha-  acted  on  daily,  but  there  was  tender- 

racter,  and  came  under  my  notice  on  ness  over  the  right  hypochondrium, 

Nov.  21,  1841.  and  the  urine  deposited  a  pinkish  sedi- 

J.  T.,  set.'  47 f  married,  had  been  ill  ment  (porpurate  of  ammonia  ?)  on  the 

for  six  months.    He  now  labouried  un-  vessel  which  contained  it.     He  had 

der  the  impression  that  he  had  syphi-  been  salivated  six  weeks  before.    I  ex- 

litic  disease  accompanied  with  a  dis-  amined  the  organs  of  generation,  and 

charge  from  his  urethra.    After  gain-  found  no  trace  of  syphilis,  or  the  pre- 

in^  his  confidence,  I  found  that  he  had  sence  of  ^norrhosa ;  out  knowing  that 

been  professedly  a  religious  character,  it    was  iqipossible  to    convince  him, 

but  that  in  a  frail  moment  he   had  otherthanthathis  symptoms  were  "the 

yielded  to  the  charms  of  a  prostitute,  foul  disease  In  his  blood,"  I  assured 

and  violated  his  marriaee  vow.    Re-  him  it  would  be  removed  by  injecting 

morse  followed;  he  could  not  sleep;  a  fluid  into  his  urethra.    This  pleased 

walked  about  the  room  at  night ;  ne-  him  much.    A  syringe  was  provided, 

dected  his  business,  and  from  a  cheerful,  and  an  injection,  cousistine  oi  a  pint  of 

became  a  gloomy  man.    As  he  con-  water,  and  five  drops  of  sp.  lavand. 

cealed  the  cause,  his  akered  conduct  comp.    Of  this  he  used  a  syringeful 

was  attributed  to  mental  derangement,  three  times  a  day.    The  history  of  the 

After  a  time  dyspeptic  symptoms  set  case  suggested    the  treatment.     The 

in,  and  these,  under  the  influence  of  an  dyspepsia  following,  not  preceding  the 

upbraiding  conscience,    he    metamor-  remorse,  his  erroneous  impression  aris- 

phosed  into,  or  rather  imagined  to  be,  ing  out  of  the  bodily  ailment,  being 

**  the  foul  disease."    This  increased  his  confirmed  by  it  subsequently  (aided  by 

mental  distress,  and  his  conduct  be-  a  clear  knowlede^e  of  having  run  the 

came  so  strange,  that  medical  advice  risk  of  contagion),  his  unwillingness  to 

was  called  for.    As  the  patient  did  not  confess  the  primary  cause  of  his  distress 

reveal  the  cause,  his  conduct,  and  the  to  his  family  medical  attendant,  while 

representations  of  his  family,  deceived  he  readily  did  this  to  a  stranger,  in^ 

the  medical  attendant,  and  he  regarded  duced  me  to  try  to  soothe  the  mind  by 

it  as  a  case  of  mental  derangement,  attending  tohisideas,  though  erroneous. 

Bleeding  to  a  ereat  extent  was  resorted  rather  than  attend  exclusively  to  the 

to,  in  opposition  to  the  patient's  will,  corporeal  feelings,   however  real  and 

His  remonstrances,  and  his  passionate  evident.      In  the  meantime  he    took 

resistance  to  being  bled,  were  so  many  grain  doses  of  blue  pill,  with  a  grain 

additional  proofs  of  his  insanity.    He  of  ipecacuanha  and  three  of  rhubarb  at 

was  in  the  constant  habit  of  pressing  night,  and  the  folllowing  mixture  in 

his  urethra  to  detect  a  discharge,  and  the  day. 

as  he  occasionally  found  a  very  slight  p.  Decoct.  Aloes  Comp.  Jij. ;  Spt.  Am- 

moisture,  the  resmt  of  his  own  imta-  mon.  Aromat.  5188. ;  Mist.  Camphor. 

tion,  he  was  confirmed  in  his  erroneous  ^t.  5vj8s.    M.  Capt.  6tas  partes  bi^  in 

impressions  ;    and  when  after  weeks  die. 

had  elapsed  he  expressed  his  fears  as  Under  its  use,  with  a  moderately 
to  the  real  nature  of  his  malady,  nutritions  diet,  his  mind,  from  being 
(without  admitting  his  by-jrone  guilt),  restless,  desponding,  and  suicidal,  be- 
and  the  parts  were  found  quite  healthy,  came  tranquil  and  cheerful,  his  bodily 
This  was  deemed  another  delusion,  health  returned,  and  in  a  few  weeks  he 
(as  it  most  certainly  w%s)  and  mono-  was  fit  to  pursue  his  ordinary  duties  as 
mania.  It  was  an  erroneous  impres-  a  shoemaKer.  The  pills  were  conti- 
sion  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  but  the  nued  a  week  and  the  mixture  a  fort- 
misery  occasioned  by  it,  and  the  treat-  nifi^ht,  but  to  the  injection  he  ascribed 
ment  to  which  he  had  been  subjected,  all  his  benefits ;  and  the  probabilities 
had  80  undermined  his  health,  that  are,  that  without  it,  something  appear- 
when  I  saw  him  his  mind  was  despon-  ing  directly  to  combat  the  imaginary 
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disease,   no    good  would    have  been  render  his  days  weariAome   and   his 

effected  by  medicine,  however  appro-  nights    sleeplm :    he   was   told,    in 

priate  to  the  disordered  state  of  the  answer  to  the  complaints  which  he 

chylopoietic  viscera.  made  on  this  head,  that  the  emption 

— y constituted  the  crisis,  and   that  the 

FATAL    DISEASE    INDUCED    BY  morbific  elements  having   undei^gone 

HYDROPATHIC  TREATMENT.  ^^?  necessary  coction,  were  about  ^  be 

_  ehminated,  and  cast  out  of  the  system 

2b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Oatette.  '  through  these  artificial  channels,  and 

„  that,  instead  of  sympathy,  he  deserved 

T    *u         1  «  J :*i.  ♦!,-»  ««,«.*Vo  the  congratulations  of  his  Mends  at 

If  the  enclosed  case  with  the  i^°^a^^^^  ^  fortunate  termination  of  his  disease, 

be  considered  worthy  of  insertion  in  consequent  restoration  to  perfect 

your  periodical,  it  is  qmte   at  your  ^^^^    He  determined,  howeverafter 

8ervice.-Iain,8ir,  ^^        g^g.^^^^         ^^    ^^     ^^ 

'r^.l^?fu^^?J.^T^'l^  feverirhness  and  exEaustioK nearly 

o  w,?"!  IJ?;^^™   '  a  fortnight,  to  return  home!    This  he 

»,SacimiieStrect,Dec.i2,W2.  accompfished  with  some  difficulty.    I 

The  science  of  medicine  is  so  exten-  yisiteo^him  immediately  on  his  arrival, 
sive,  and  the  facts  on  which  it  is  He  first  drew  my^  attention  to  an  ab- 
founded  are  so  numerous,  that  it  would  scess  on  the  wnst;  it  was  of  a  livid 
appear  to  surpass  the  powers  of  the  hue,  about  as  large  as  a  walnat,  ex- 
human  mind  to  master,  and  to  entirely  quisitely  tender  to  the  touch,  and  a 
comprehend,  the  whole  subject;  and  bloody  sanies  streamed  from  several 
yet  a  German  peasant,  buried  in  the  distinct  apertures  on  its  surface, 
obscurity  of  the  mountains  of  Silesia,  Another,  of  a  similar  character,  but 
pretends  to  have  discovered  not  only  as  large  as  a  hen's  e^,  was  situated  in 
the  spring  of  every  morbid  action  in  the  perineeum  ;  a  thira,  of  almost  equal 
the  human  frame,  but  a  sure  and  cer-  size,  occupied  the  pubic  reffion :  many 
tain  cure  likewise  for  all  the  diseases  others  were  to  be  seen  on  the  body  and 
which  human  flesh  isjieir  to.  extremities.     They  did  not,  in  their 

The  following  case  will  be  sufficient,  mode  of  distribution,  appear  to  submit 

I  think,  to  convince  any  reasonable  to  the  law  of  symmetrical  arrangement: 

person  that  the  hydropathic  system  of  not  one  was  to  be  found  on  the  left 

treatment  is   not  always   unattended  half  of  the  body.    Interposed  between 

with  danger :  one  may  even  go  further,  the  Larger  specimens  were   many  of 

and  declare,  that  in  the  present  in-  smaller  size,  and  some  so  diminutive  as 

stance  a  disease  of  an  acute  and  mortal  scarcely  to  deserve  the  name  even  of 

character  was  engrafted  on  that  for  abscesses,  being  merely  deposits  of  pus 

which  the  water  had  been  prescribed.  under  the  cuticle.    Kvery  effort  was 

A  gentleman  who  had  been  residing  made  to  restore  the  debilitated  consti- 
at  a  hydropathic  establishment  on  the  tution  of  the  patient ;  but  in  vain. 
Rhine,  and  had  gone  through  the  Abscesses  continued  to  break  out  anew, 
whole  process  of  "  the  cure,"  as  it  is  about  the  hand  and  wrist  j  the  absor- 
called,  returned  to  this  country  still  bents  became  inflamed,  along  the  in- 
suffering  from  the  peculiar  eruption  or  ternal  face  of  the  arm,  as  far  as  the 
crisis.  He  said,  that  nothing  could  be  axilla,  and  the  patient,  at  length  worn 
more  pleasurable  and  exhilarating  out  with  intense  suffering,  sank— a  vie* 
than  the  various  kinds  of  baths  em-  tim,  shall  I  say,  to  the  water  cure  ? 
ployed,  and  that  he  seemed  to  derive  Medicine  is  a  science  founded  en- 
much  advanta^  from  their  use.  The  tirely  on  experience  and  observation ; 
internal  administration  commenced  by  by  the  aid  of  these  tests  we  shall  soon 
the  patient  taking  two  tumblers  of  be  able  to  ascertain  the  precise  value  of 
water  during  the  day ;  the  dose  was  hydropathy.  One  thing  is  very  certain, 
gradually  increased  until  it  amounted  that  it  will  have  to  recede  from  its 
to  twenty-five  tumblers  in  the  same  present  high  pretensions,  and  to  un- 
period.  Abscesses  began  at  the  end  of  dergo  great  modification,  before  it  can 
a  month  to  make  their  appearance  on  be  regarded  as  a  valuable  addition  to 
several  parts  of  the  body ;  these  were  our  rather  heterogeneous  stock  of  re- 
exceedingly  painful,  so  much  so  as  to  medics. 
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ilEllNIA  AT  THE  OBTURATOR  the  leg  lying  on  the  fore  part  of  the 

FORAMEN.  femur,  so  that  the  cuticular  cavities 

could  be  distinctly  felt,  while  below  the 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  f'^^^^'l  °^  ^^^  condyles  could  be  evi- 

^  dently  traced :  m  snort,  I  never  saw  a 

Si*f  case  of  dislocation  in  which  the  symp- 

I  BEo  leave,  with  your  permission,  to  toms  were  so  strongly  marked.    The 

put  upon  record  in  your  journal  the  patella  was  pulled  considerably  up  the 

following  rare  case,  which  latelv  fell  thigh,  but  it  appeared  pretty  obvious 

under  the  notice  of  myself,  Dr.  Allen,  that  neither  the  liaamentum  patell^Bj 

and  John  Lawrence,  J un.  Esq.  surgeon,  nor  the  tendon  of  the  quadriceps,  was 

of  this  town. — I  am,  sir,  torn.    The  limb  was  extended.    From 

Your  obedient  servant,  the  mobility  of  the  parts,  and  the  great 

W.  Kino,  M.D.  separation  between  the  ends  of  the 

Brighton,  lOtfa  December,  184).  tibia  and  femur,  I  was  impressed  with 

-----      ^  --  .,         ..        -           ,  the  conviction    that  the  lateral   and 

Mrs.  W.,  at.  76,  the  mother  of  several  other  principal  ligamenU  of  the  joint 

children,  had  complained  for  about  a  must  be  torn.    By  making  extension 

year  of  pain  m  the  left  groin,  in  the  ^nd  counter  extension,  the  reduction 

course  of  the  obturator  nerve,  and  of  was  effected  with  little  difficulty.    The 

cramp  in  the  left  thigh  and  leg.  About  u^b  was  then  bandaged  loosely  from 

a  fortnight  before  her  death,  she  was  the  toes  to  near  the  middle  of  the  thigh, 

seized  with  pain  m  the  lower  part  of  ^nd  laid  half  bent  on  a  thick  pillow, 

the  abdomen,  vomiUngs,  not  stercora-  and  evaporating  lotions  directed  to  be 

ceous,  and  total  stoppage  in  the  pas-  applied  occasionally.    For  some  days, 

sage  of  the  bowels.    On  examination  ^q  gevere  symptoms  occurred  in  the 


bhidder  and  left  nm  of  the  pelvis ;  removed,  and  poultices  applied.  The 
hernia  of  the  small  intestine  at  the  ob-  yanb  continued  very  much  swollen,  with 
turator  foramen,  strangulated  between  f^^^^  discharges ;  and  owing,  perhaps, 
the  bone  and  the  obturator  extemus  ^  j^g  weight,  the  bones  of  the  leg,  about 
muscle,  and  beginning  to  slough  j  the  the  twelfth  day,  were  dragged  down- 
nerve  and  artery  lay  behind ;  acute  ^^r^s,  so  as  then  to  give  the  knee-joint 
peritoneal  inflammation  of  ttie  small  the  appearance  of  a  semi-luxation  back- 
mtestines,  but  no  lymph  or  effusion.  ^^^^^^  jj^^  u^^h  was  secured  in  the 

The  preparation  IS  deposited  in  the  test  manner  that  could  be  done  in  ite 

Museum  of  the  Brighton  Hospital.  tender  state,  and  the  bones  retained  in 

A  concise  account  of  the  few  cases  position  by  means  of  a  jointed  splint 

on  record  may  be  seen  in  Mr.  Law-  applied  below  the  thigh  and  leg. 

rence's  book  on  Ruptures,  chap.   23,  '^goth.-The  limb  his  gone  on  daily 

2d  ediUon,  1810. getting  into  a  worse  state ;  the  foot  has 

~  lost  its  heat  and  sensibility,  and  the 

CASE  OF  whole  leg  behind  up  to  the  knee  is  of 

DISLOCATION AXTHEKNEE-JOINT.  a  darkish-men  colour.      About    the 

Br  PaxNcis  Adams,  Esq.  Surgeon.  'i^^^'l^t  "^^  'V'  ^'?.^^^  swollen^ and 

*       *  the   discharge  from  it  very  copious. 

(For  the  Medical  Gaiette)  xhe  joint  is  so  loose  that  the  bones  can 

with  difficulty  be  kept  in  position ;  the 

Sept.  10th,  1842.— Alexander  Robie,  pulse  about  115.     He  has  agreed  to 

«t  55,  while  in  the  act  of  carrying  have  his  limb  removed  next  day  if  no 

provender  between  two  large  bullocks  improvement  takes  place  in  the  in* 

in  their  stall,  was  knocked  down  by  a  terval. 

stroke  of  one  of  their  hind  legs  on  the  Oct    1st.— I   amputated   the   linab 

right  knee,  and  while  lying  on  the  to-day  about  the  middle  of  the  thigh, 

ground  was  severely  injured  by  being  with  the  assistance  of  my  professional 

trod  upon  in  several  parts  of  the  body,  neighbour,  Mr.  Walker.    The  patient 

especially  near  the  nfiddle  of  the  riffht  bore  the  operation  with  great  fortotude, 

leg.    I  saw  him  about  two  hours  after  and  appeared,  soon  afterwards,  much 

the  accident,  and  found  the  bones  of  relieved  from  his  sufferings.    Thcmua- 
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cles  felt  so  soft  and  flabby  as  to  excite  had  no  experience  of  such   a    ca'se 

apprehensions,  in  my  mind,  that  the  Boyer  also  writes  of  the  accident  in 

vessels  might  not  bear  the  ligatures  equivocal  terms,  and  is  wrong  in  stating, 

well :  no  unpleasant  symptoms,  how-  that  the  heads  of  the  gastrocnemius, 

ever,  occurrea,  and  the  stump  was  com-  and  other  soft  parts,  must  necessarily 

pletely  healed  in  the  course  of  three  be  torn.    Of  the  ancient  authorities  in 

weeks.  sursery,  Celsus  alone  makes  mentioB 

AVe  examined  the  parts  about  the  of  dislocation  forwards :  he  says,  *Ma 

knee-joint  immediately  after  the  opera-  priorem  non   prolabi    plerique   scrip- 

tion.    As  I  had  formerly  supposed,  the  serunt ;  potesque  id  vero   proximuni 

tendon  of  the  quadriceps  and  lipamen"  esse :  cum  inde  opposita  patella  ipsa 

turn   patella  were  entire;  the  latter,  quoque  caput  tibis  contineat.    Meges 

However,  much  stretched  and  slackened;  tamen  eum  cm    in    preorem    partem 

and,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  I  also  excidesset,  a  se  curatum  ssse  memoris 

found  the  lateral  ligaments  much  torn,  prodidet."  Med.  viii.,21.   Hippocrates, 

Upon  cutting  into  Die  joint,  the  crucial  the  great  ancient  authority  on  fractures 

li^ments  were  found  to  be  torn  in  and  dislocations,  describes  dislocations 

pieces,  but  all  the  other  parts  were  of  the  knee  outwards,  inwards,  and 

uninjured ;  the  posterior  ligament,  the  backwards,  but  says  nothing  of  dislcca- 

heacLs  of  the  gastrocnemius,  and  the  tion  forwards :  and  all  the  other  ancient 

popliteal  vessels,  being  soft.    The  limb  writers  on  medicine,  both  Greek  and 

below  being  a  general  mass  of  suppu-  Arabian,  report  the  same  statement, 

ration  and  putridity,  was  but  cursorily  In  like  manner,  the  earlier  surgical 

examined :   it  appeared  certain,  how-  authors  in  modern    times,  being    all 

ever,  that  the  back  part  of  the  leg  had  servile  copyists  of  the  Arabians,  give 

been  bruised  to  the  state  of  a  pulp:  the  same  account  of  dislocations  at  the 

the  condyles  were  somewhat  smaller  knee — ^see  Theodoricus,  lib.  ii.,  c.  52. 

than  natural,  and  were  so  rounded  as  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  case  which  I 

to  shew  an  unusual  aptitude  to  slip  out  have  now  related  is  the  only  one  on 

of  the  articular  cavities ;  and  to  this  record  in  which  the  state  of  the  parts 

construction  of  the  solid  parts,  joined,  was  ascertained  by  dissection, 

perhaps,  to  some  preternatural  laxity  Banchory,  near  Aberdeen, 

of  the  ligaments,  the  accident  may,  no  ^^'  8,  i84a. 

doubt,  be  ascribed.  — — 

This  would  appear  to  be  one  of  the  ON  the 

rarest  dislocations  to  which  the  joints  y^LUE  OF  THE  CORPUS  LUTEUM 

of  the  human  body  are  subject.    The  ^^,^  ^r,^„^,T^,Tr,  **,,— «^.^J: 

only  unequivocal  cie,  which  I  know  of  ^ND  DECIDUOUS  MEMBRANE 

as  naving  been  reported  in  this  country,  AS  TESTS  OF  EARLY 

is  the  one  related  by  Mr.  Jonathan  PREGNANCY. 

Toogood,  in   the   Provincial   Medical  

Journal    June    1842     Another,   sup-  ^  ^^,  sdiior  qfthe  Medical  Gaiette, 
posed  of  a  similar  nature,  reported  by 

Mr.  Coote,  he  regards  as  probably  in-  Sir, 

complete.  In  these  two  cases  recovery  If  from  conviction  I  could  alter  my 
took  place  without  any  untoward  symp-  opinion  on  Dr.  Paterson's  corpora 
torn  ;  as  I  have  no  doubt  would  have  lutea,  it  would  afford  me  the  greatest 
happened  to  my  patient,  had  the  injury  satisfaction  to  do  so :  for  I  know  from 
been  confined  to  the  knee-joint.  Mr.  experience,  that  the  pleasure  of  re- 
Toogood  mentions,  that  neither  Sir  nouncing  an  error  is  only  equalled  by 
Astley  Cooper,  Dupuy  tren,  nor  Roux,  the  delight  felt  on  discovering  a  new 
had  ever  met  with  such  a  case,  nor,  as  truth.  "  A  lamp-lighter,"  says  Dr.  P. 
far  as  I  can  discover,  do  any  of  our  "  residing  in  the  Cannongate,  was  in- 
latest  writers  on  surgery  mention  havinjgr  dieted  for  the  murder  of  his  wife.  1 1  ap- 
ever  had  occasion  to  treat  this  acci-  peared  that  the  parties  had  bc^n  married 
dent.  Cheselden,  although  correct  in  eight  years,  and  had  had  no  family, 
stating  that  **  the  knee  cannot  be  com-  Tne  man  was  a  sober  and  decent  per- 
pletelv  dislocated  without  breaking  the  son,  while  the  woman  was  addicted 
crost  ligaments"  (Annot.  p.  45)  may  be  to  the  use  of  spirits.  Latterly  she  had 
supposed,  from  the  problematical  way  become  acquainted  with  a  young  man^ 
in  which  he  expresses  himself,  to  have  whose  frequent  visits  to  her,  in  tne  al^ 
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sence  of  her   husband,   excited  sits-    of  the  characters  of  a  true  corpus  lu- 
picions  against  them.    This  man  (hus-    teum,  into  the  composition  of  which 
band  ?)  in  a  fit  of  passion  and  jealousy,    there  does  not  enter  a  particle  of  yellow 
inflicted  on  her  wounds  which  proved    matter,  is  described  as  a  corpus  Inteum 
fatal.    The  uterine  organs    were    re-    "  a  very  short  time  after  the  rupture  of 
moved  at  the  inspection,  and  examined    the  Graafian  vesicle  and  escape  of  the 
afterwards.    The  right  ovary  presented    ovule."    An  ovule,  which  was  never 
externally  an  enlargement  of  the  size    seen,  is  presumed  to  have  escaped  from 
of  an  ordinary  marble,  of  a  dark  purple    this  ovary,  but,  on  dissection,  though 
4:olour,  having  several  minute  vessels    hunted  out  with  the  greatest  care,  it 
ramifying   on  its  surface,  a   distinct    was  no  where  to  be  found.    My  con- 
depression  in  its  centre,  and  the  ap-    scientious  belief  is,  that  a  fecundated 
pearance  of  a  minute  cicatrix.     On    ovum  never  existed  here  at  all,  and 
cutting  into  it,  the  structure  and  ap-    that  this  woman,  who  had  lived  eight 
pearance  of  a  very  early  corpus  luteum    years  with  her  husband  and  was  bar- 
was  observed,  which  was  formerly  de-    ren,  and  whose  internal  uterine  appen- 
scribed.    The  uterus  contained  an  ex-    dages  were  in  a  state  which  rendered 
tremely  soft  decidual  membrane,  but    pregnancy  impossible,  or  at  least  highly 
no  ovum  could  be  detected,  although    improbable,  died  during  menstruation, 
minutely  and  carefully  examined.    In-    I  have  so  often  seen  all  the  appearances 
deed,  although  this  person  had  con-    here  described  in  the  ovaria  and  uterus 
ceived,  there  can  be  tittle  doubt,  from    of  women  who  have  never  been  preg- 
the  puckered  and  contracted  appear-    nant,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  fact, 
ance  of  the  fimbriated  extremities  of    If  I  were  summoned  into  a  court  of 
the  fidlopian  tube,  which  would  hardly    justice,  I  would  have  no  hesitation  in 
admit  of^a  small  probe  to  enter,  that  no    declaring  upon  oath,  fix>m  the  evidence 
ovum  could  have  passed  into  them.  In    furnished,  that  the  proofs  of  pre^ancy 
this  case  it  is  possible  that  the  woman    were  wholly  wanting.    With  this  deep 
had  conceived  by  her  husband  ;  but  it    conviction  upon  my  mind,  I  could  not 
is  more  probable  that  she  had  not,  and    avoid  drawing  the  attention    of  my 
Uiat  the  nusband  had  great  cause  of  pro-    class   to    this    case,   and    imploring 
vocation."  *' But  let  us  suppose,"  adds  Dr.    them  to  be  cautious  how  they  ^ve  evi- 
P.  '*  that  the  husband  had  been  absent    dence  in  courts  of  law  to  crimmate  un- 
for  a  month  or  so,  and  had  inflicted    married  women  who  have  committed 
similar  blows  on  his  return,  it  would    suicide,  or  died  suddenly  from  any  cause. 
have  become  a  ouestion  of  the  greatest    Upon  no  other  ground  would  I  have  con* 
importance  to  nave    determined   not    siaered  this  case  deserving  of  notice  or 
only  if  that  was  a  true  corpus  luteum,    criticism,  for,  as  far  as  the  structure  of 
but  whether  or  not  it  was  possible  to    the  corpus   luteum   is   concerned,  it 
have  been  produced — the  result  of  a  con-    proves  nothing.     Nobody   has  come 
ception  before  his  departure.  Although    forward  with  a  testimonial  in  behalf  of 
this  case  is  in  so  far  imaginary,  yet  the    this  corpus  luteum,  or  asserted,  that  he 
circumstances  supposed  are  very  likely    saw  two  membranes  around  the  coasu- 
to  have  happenea,  and  the  appearances    lum  of  blood,  and  a  layer  of  coagulable 
observed  in  the  ovary,  if  carelessly  ex-    lymph  in  the  centre,  filled  with  a  red- 
amined,  would  either  have  been  set    dish   my-coloured  fibrinous   matter, 
down  on  the  one  hand  as  a  clot  of   The  character  of  this  corpus  luteum  is, 
blood,  or  as  bearing  at  least  none  of   in  truth,  gone  for  ever — far  more  com- 
the  marks  of  Uie  corpus  luteum  as  de-   pletely  blasted   than    the   reputation 
scribed  by  auUiors."  of  the  poor  lamp-lighter's  murdered 

It  is  inferred  from  this  singular  his-  wife, 
tory,  idthough  no  ovum,  nor  any  vestige  *'  The  third  figure,"  I  observed,  "  re- 
of  an  ovum,  could  be  detected  on  the  presents  the  appearances  presented  by 
most  minnte  and  careful  examination,  an  ovarium  removed  from  the  body  of 
neither  embryo,  vesicula  umbihcalis,  a  woman  who  died  of  chronic  disease 
amnion,  nor  cnorion,  that  this  murdered  of  the  brain.  Here  also  no  ovum  could 
woman  was  pregnant,  and  that  she  was  be  detected  by  Dr.  P.  in  the  uterus, 
an  adulteress.  Not  only  is  the  preg-  upon  minilte  microscopic  examination 
nancy  considered  a  fact  of  absolute  cer-  to  determine  that  pregnancy  had 
taint^,  but  the  red  clot  of  blood  in  the  actually  taken  place,  athough  he  in- 
ovantun,  which  does  not  present  one    fers  that  "  impregnation  had  occurred 
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from  a  fortnight  to  three  weeks  before  one  presenif  mn  embryo  at  various  stages 
death.    If  you  examine  this  figure  you  of  increase,  while  in  the  other  that  is 
will  see  that  there  is  no  capsule  inter-  altogether  wanting.     It   seems   now 
posed  between  the  yellow  matter  and  agreed,  that  the  discharge  of  this  mem- 
stroma  of  the  ovary  :  and  the  same  is  brane  (recognised  by  Dr.  Baillie  to  be 
the  case  with  the  fourth  figure,  [ex-  similar  in  structure  to  the  decidua) 
hibiting  it]  which  represents  a  true  occurs  frequently  in  unmarried  females. 
eorput  luteum  in  the  second  month  of  It  would  appear  to  be  generated  spoD- 
pregnancy.    Dr.  Allan  Thomson  says,  taneouslv   by   the   inner    membrane 
m  his  description  of  the  corpus  luteum,  lining   ttie   uterus."      I   could  quote 
that  a  cavity  existed  in  the  interior  of  twenty  other  authors  of  reputation  to 
this  corpus  luteum  similar  to  what  is  the  same  eflfect,  if  I  had  time,  or  con- 
seen  in  all  true  corpora  lutea :  but  Dr.  sidered  it  wotUi  the  trouble. 
Paterson  says  this  statement  **  is  erro-  I  am,  sir, 
neous,  as  its  centre  was  fiUed  up  with  Your  obedient  servant, 
a  reddish  grey-coloured  fibrinous  mass.  Robbrt  Lbb. 
In   figure   5   the  Graafian  vesicle  is  u,  Golden  Sqnsre,  Dec.  la,  ims. 

seen  distinctly  within  the  yellow  matter, 

and  this,  you  see,  is  in  immediate  con- 
tact with  the  stroma  of  the   ovary,  ON  MYOPIA. 

?JiSISL"^oV  ^''♦w'i  f*"^"'!  'f   ^  B^  W.  Clay  Wallace,  M.D. 

description  of  it,  that  external  to  the  ' 

yellow  body  was  also  a  firm  membrane."  ^^  ^^^^ 

Dr.  Reid,  of  St.  Andrew's,  vouches  (For  the  London  Mediml  GazetU.) 

for  the  authenticity  of  these  three  last  

corpora  lutea,  though  no  ovum  was 

found  in  the  uterus  connected  with  the  Thb  average  point  of  distinct  vision  is 

first;  but  he  prudently  abstains  from  from  fifteen  to  twenty  inches  horn  the 

committing  himself  with  the  others,  e^e.    When  an  individual  cannot  see 

Dr.  Reid  afiirms  that  Dr.  A.  Thom-  distinctly  at  this  distance,  but  requires 

son  was  perfectly  correct  in  stating  to  hold  the  object  nearer,  he  is  said  to 

that  there  was  a  central  cavity  in  the  be  short-sighted ;  or  if  he  must  remove 

fourth  corpus  luteum, ''though^"  he  adds,  the  object  to  a  greater  distance,  he  is 

**  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  any  one  may  said  to  be  far-signted. 

readily  satisfy  himself  by  looking  at  Cauees  of  myooia.  —  The  causes  of 

the  preparation  in  my  possession,  that  this  defect  have  oeen  usually  ascribed 

there  could  be  none  y*  and  that  Dr.  to^l.  too  great  convexity  of  the  cor- 

Thomson  meant  only  to  say  "  that  the  nea  $  2.  too  great  thickness  of  the  cor- 

true   texture   of  the   corpus   luteum  nea ;  3.  too  large  a  size  of  the  anterior 

occupied  the  surface  of  the  body  only,  chamber ;  4.  unusual  convexity  of  the 

and  did  not  extend  through  the  centre."  cijstalline  lens ;  pretematurid  density 

But  Dr.  P.  says,  "  the  uterus  of  this  of  any,  or  of  all  the  transparent  media  $ 

case  (woman?)  was  a  little  enlai^ged,  6.  preternatural  elongation  of  the  eye- 

and  contained  an  extremely  thin  and  ball ;  7*  a  dilated  state  of  the  pupil ; 

soft  decidual  membrane."    The  utter  and  8.  alteration  of  the  position  of  the 

worthlessness  of  the  decidua,  as  a  test  crystalline  lens. 

of  pregnancy,  found  **  in  the  uterus  of  I.  Too  great  convexity  of  the  cornea 

this  case,'^  (!)  will  easily  be  estimated  mav,  and  often  does,  produce  near- 

from   the   following    quotation   from  sightedness ;  but  "  it  is  also  certain/' 

Dr.    BlundelFs    I^ectures,   and    also  observes  Dr.  Mackenzie,   "  that  this 

the   real  value  of  the  microscopical  conformation  is  by  no  means  a  commoii, 

researches    determined,   which    nave  nor  even  a  frequent^  attendant  on  Uie 

led  to  the  revival  of  an  antiquated  disease." 

and  exploded  error,  viz.,  that  the  de-  2.  It  is  not  probable  that  unusual 

cidua  is  nothing  but  the  altered  mucous  thickness  of  the  cornea  is  ever  of  itself 

membrane  of  the  uterus."  The  decidua  the  cause  of  the  complaint 

is  sometimes  produced  in  cases  of  difii-  3.  Too  larse  a  sue  of  the  anterior 

cult  menstruation ;  and  it  is  important  chamber  wotttd«  if  that  were  all,  remove 

to  remember  that  it  mav  be  mistiJcen  the  crystalline  &rther  from  the  comesy 

for  abortion.    It  resembles  it  in  the  and  thus  produce  far-siffhtedness. 

pains,  discharge  of  blood,  &c.    But  the  4^  Percy  and  Revem^  Parise  ex&- 
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mined  the  eyes  of  subjects  who  had  to  contract ;  whereas,  in  a  myope,  it  is 

been  short-sighted  when  ali^e,  without  often  pretematurally  expanded, 

being  able  to   observe  unusual  con-  2.  The  fibres  of  the  crystalline  lens 

▼exity  of  the  crystalline :  besides,  my-  are   totally   different   from  muscular 

opia   and  presbyopia   are   sometimes  structure;  and  if  they  really  did  pos- 

suddenly  product,  and  sometimes  sud-  sess  contractility,  there  is  no  point  of 

denly  remored— effects  which  could  attachment  from  which  thev  could  act. 

not  possibly  take  place  if  the  com-  In  a  certain  species  of  bawl,  the  crys- 

plaints  arose  fW)m  altered  configuration  talline  is  a  plano-convex,  and  it  is  in 

of  the  refractlTe  media.  all  animals  so  exquisitely  cut,  if  I  may 

5.  Though  the  eyes  of  myopes  are  use  the  expression,  that  the  irregiilar 
firmer  than  usual,  it  would  be  oifficult  action  of  muscles  would  produce  irre- 
to  shew  that  the  media  are  so  increased  gular  refraction.  In  aquatic  animals, 
in  density  as  to  produce  the  complaint  where   the  crystalline   is  dense,  the 

6.  No  case  or  myopia  arising  from  fibres  are  separated  from  each  other 
preternatural  elongation  of  the  eyeball,  with  so  much  difiicnlty,  that  it  is  not 
unaccompanied  by  conical  cornea,  or  probable  they  could  slide  over  each 
partial  staphyloma,  has  been  shewn  to  other  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce 
exist  the  eflfect.    Moreover,  Sir  D.  Brewster 

7.  We  often  observe  the  pupil  to  be  has  ascertained  that  in  these  animals 
pretematurally  dilated,  without  near-  the  fibres  of  the  crystalline  are  locked 
sightedness ;  besides,  if  the  aperture  be  or  dove-tailed  into  each  other  by  a  spe- 
expanded  by  stramonium  or  bella-  cies  of  teeth,  which  would  prevent  any 
donna,  an  opposite  effect,  or  far-sight-  change  in  the  configuration  of  this  re- 
edness,  is  produced.  fractine  medium. 

8.  From  what  follows  it  will  be  seen  3.  The  external  muscles  of  the  eye 
that  malposition  of  the  crystalline  is  are  adapted  solely  to  move  the  oi^n  in 
the  most  frequent  cause  of  the  com-  different  directions.  If  adjustment  de- 
plaint  pended  on  them,  the  focus  would  be 

For  a- clear  understanding  of  the  disturbed  with  every  motion ;  whereas 

causes  of  myopia  and  presbyopia,  it  is  we  can  look  steadily  at  an  object,  and 

proper  to  inquire  into  the  method  by  even  roll  the  orbit  round  the  eye,  with- 

which  the  eye   is  accommodated  to  out  changing  the  image  on  the  retina, 

different  distances,  as  the  necessity  for  After  the  operation  for  strabismus,  the 

some  means  of  adjustment  is  proved  b^  eye  can  be  adjusted  as  well  as  before 

the  analogy  of  the  organ  to  other  opti-  it,  even  when  one  of  the  obliqui  has 

cal  instruments,  and  by  a  number  of  been  divided,  and  after  the  operation 

experiments.  for  cataract,  though  the  muscles  and 

Adjustment  has  been  referred — 1.  by  the  cornea  are  as  perfect  as  ever,  the 

%ome  to  alteration  of  the  diameter  of  power  of  adjustment  is  lost ;   glasses 

the  pupil;  2.  by  a  few  to  muscularity  of  different  powers  being  necessary  to 

of  the  crystalline  lens ;  3.  by  a  greater  view  near  or  distant  objects, 

number  to  pressure  of  the  external  It  is  admitted  that  the  eyes  of  all 

muscles  changing  ^e  convexity  of  the  animals  are  constructed  in  ad^tation 

cornea ;   and  4.  to  alteration  of  the  to  the  known  laws  of  the  refraction 

position  of  the  crystalline  lens.  of  light;  that  rays  will  deviate  from 

I.  Since  the  days  of  Baptista  Porta  straight  lines,  and  be  collected  in  a 

it  has  not  been  denied  that  the  eve  is  focus,  only  when  they  pass  to  a  denser 

constructed  on  the  same  principle  as  medium.    Now,  granting  that  pressure 

the  camera  obscura :  consequently,  al-  of  the  external  muscles  produced  in- 

teration  of  the  diameter  of  the  pupil  creased  convexity  of  the  cornea,  rays 

can  have  no  more  effect  in  adjusting  of  light   proceeding  from  an  object 

the  eye,  than  alteration  of  the  diameter  under  water  to  the  eye  of  an  animal 

of  the  aperture  of  a  camera  obscura  in  inhabiting  the  same  fluid  would  not  by 

producing  a  distinct  image,  which  is  that  means  pass  to  a  medium  mate- 

soldy   e&cted   by  sliding   the   lens  rially  denser,  and  would  not  be  sufil- 

backward  or  forward  till  it  ii  brought  cientl^  refracted  to  make  any  change 

to  a  focus.     When  a  person  endowed  of  adjustment.    The  very  dense  an4 

with  the  usual  powers  of  vision  looks  convex  crystalline  of  an  animal  which 

at  a  near  ol](}ect,  the  pupil  is  observed  inhabits  the  water  is  the  only  medium 
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by  which  the  rays  can  be  collected  in  a  back  of  the  iris,  to  be  attached  to  some 

ibcus  on  its  retina.      Increased  con-  of  the  membranes  of  the  vitreous  hu- 

vexity  of  the  cornea  could  not' be  pro-  mour.    This  muscle  is  supplied  by  a 

duced  in  the  eyes  of  some  animals,  for  lar^  branch  of  the  3d  pair  of  nerves, 

the  sclerotica  is  occasionally  so  firm,  which  is  said  to  be  analogous  to  the 

that  no  pressure  of  the  external  mus-  5th  pair  of  the  mammalia.    When  the 

cles  could  alter  the  form  of  the  cornea,  muscle  contracts,  the  cijstalline  ap- 

In  the  sturgeon  the  sclerotica  is  carti-  proaches  the  cornea,  and  is  adjusted  to 

luginous,  aud  in  thickness  about  one-  near  objects,  while  it  (the  crystalline) 

fourth  of  the  diameter  of  the  eveball ;  is  drawn  back  or  adjusted  to  distant 

while  firmness  18  ^ven  to  the  sclerotica  objects  by  the  elasticity  of  the  mem- 

of   the   sword-fish  by  a  covering  of  branes  of   the  vitreous  humour,  (he 

bone.  firmest  of  which  pass  through  the  slit 

4.  When  the  camera  obscura  is  di-  in  the  retina  berore  mentioned.    The 

rected  from  a  remote  to  a  near  object,  slight   rotatory  motion   produced   by 

it  is  customary  to  adjust  the  instru-  drawing  the  crystalline  forward,  from 

ment  by  drawing  forward  the  lens  ra-  only  one  point  of  attachment,  can  have 

Iher  than  by  altering  the  position  of  no  effect  in  varying  the  image,  as  the 

the  ground  or  screen.     The  opinion  diameters  of  a  sphere  are  always  the 

that  adjustment  is  effected  in  the  eye  same. 

hy  the  some  means,  was  advanced  by  That  some  have  asserted  there  is  an 

Kepler,  and  supported  by  Porterfield,  apparatus  for  adjustment  in  fishes  is 

and  afterwards  by  Knox,  though  nei-  stated  by  Porterfield,  who  denies  that 

ther    of  them   has   satisfactonlv  ex-  there  is  any  such  arrangement,  though 

plained   how    the    change    could    be  he  does  not  mention  the  name  of  the 

effected.  author.      In  my  published  papers   I 

It  will  now  be  shown  that  the  crys-  have  stated,  that  the  body  attached  to 
talline  is  made  to  approach  nearer  the  the  crystalline  had  been  noticed  by 
cornea  when  viewing  near  objects,  and  Haller,  by  Cuvier,  and  others.  I 
to  recede  from  it  when  viewing  distant  pointed  out  its  muscular  appearance, 
objects;  and  consequently,  that  my-  its  being  supplied  with  a  disu  net  nerve, 
opia  and  presbyopia  frequently  arise  its  attachments,  and  evident  use.  If 
from  malposition  of  the  same  refract-  some  of  my  publications  have  been 
ing  medium ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  premature,  I  am  not  alone,  for  in  the 
the  crystalline  is  placed  too  far  for-  London  Magazine  of  Natural  History 
ward  in  the  former,  and  too  far  back-  for  183S,  there  is  the  following  state- 
ward  in  the  latter  complaint.  ment    by    Professor    Dalrymple,    of 

The  form  of  the  crystalline  in  ani-  Sydenham  College : — 

mated  beings  is  either  a  double  convex,  '<  Some  few  years  ago,  while  examin- 

a  plano-convex,  an  oblate  spheroid,  a  ing  the  organ  of  vision  in  a  pike  (Esox 

sphere,  or  a  prolate  spheroid.    When  lucius)   I  observed  a  small  roundish 

the  crystalline  is  a  perfect  sphere,  there  grey-coloured  body,  about  the  size  of  a 

is  no  aqueous  humour,  there  is  no  canal  hemp  seed,  attached  to  the  circumfe- 

of  Petit,  there  are  no  ciliary  processes,  rence  of  the  lens ;  and  at  the  same  time, 

nor  ciliary  muscles.     The  sphere  is  certainly  without  due    consideration, 

Mispended  by  a  filament,  and  kept  in  I  designated  it  a  muscle,  principally 

position    by  the   membranes   of  the  from  the  fact  that  I  traced  a  nerve 

vitreous  humour,  some  of  which  pass  running  ^rom  the  posterior  part  of  the 

through  a  slit  at  the  lower  portion  of  eye  to  this  peculiar  body.    The  prepa- 

the  retina,  and  are  fixed  to  the  choroid,  rations  then  made  I  exhibited  to  some 

Attached  to  the  capsule  covering  the  young  American  gentlemen  attending 

lower  portion  of  the  sphere  there  is  a  the  practice  of  the  Moorfields  OphthaU 

muscle  which,  though  it  varies  in  shape  mic  Hospital. 

and  size,  is  very  conspicuous  in  the  "  That  the  existence  of  this  body  is 

halibut,  the  striped  bass,  and  the  dol-  unknown,  in  England   at  least,  is,  I 

phin.      In  the  halibut  it  is  hatchet-  think,  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the 

shaped,  attached  to  the  iris,  and  placed  learned  professor  of  comparative  ana- 

diagonall^  across  the  eye ;  whereas  in  tomy  at  King's  College,  Mr.  Owen,  and 

the  dolphin  and  striped  bass  it  is  trian-  Mr.  Yarrell,  so  well  known  by  his 

gular,  and  passes  through  a  loop  at  the  beautiful  work  on  the  ichthyology  of 
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Great  Britain,  were  both  unacquainted  anterior  wall  of  Petit's  canal,  the  grey 

with  the  circumstance  when  I  men-  cellular  matter  connecting  them  to^e- 

tioned  it  to  them.  ther,  and   surrounding   this    ceUular 

"In  a  number  ofthe  American  Journal  matter  two  muscles  resembling  cres- 

of  Science  and  Arts  will  be  found  a  cents,  the  horns  of  which  meet  at  the 

somewhat  similar  account  of  a  muscle  equator  of   the  eye.      The  muscular 

discovered  in  the  eye  of  the  streaked  fibres  are  radiated,  their  colour  resem- 

bass,  by  Mr.  W.  Clay  Wallace,  Sur-  bles  that  of  the  legs  of  a  frog,  they  are 

geon  to  the  New  York  Institution  for  most  plainly  visible  in  the  fresh  eye, 

the  Blind.     This  gentleman  did  me  and  in  this  respect  they  differ  from  the 

the  favour  to  send  me   over,    about  so-called  muscular  fibres  of  the  iris, 

twelve  months  since,  his  paper  pub-  Each  of  the  ciliary  proce&ses  resembles 

lished  in  that  journal.    From  the  cir-  a  leaf,  and  is  highly  vascular.    The 

cumstance  of  my  not  being  aware  of  trunks  of  the  arteries  supplying  the 

being  personally  acquainted  wnth  Mr.  processes  pass  the  muscular  fibres  at 

Wallace,  1  cannot  help  suspecting  that  the  junction  of  the  crescents,  a  spot 

he  is  one  of  the  Americans  to  whom  where  they  cannot  be  afilected  by  the 

the    observations   made  by  me  were  contraction  of  the  fibres ;  whereas  the 

imparted  at  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  returning  veins  pass  directly  under  the 

some  years  ago."  muscular  fibres,  and  may  be  so  com- 

To  this  suspicion  it  is  unnecessary  to  pressed  by  the  contraction  of  the  latter 

say  any  thing  farther  than  that  I  have  that  the  processes  may  become  erect 

never  seen  the  gentleman,  nor  have  I  from   accumulation  of   blood  in  the 

ever  been  in  London.  vessels. 

As  the  diameters  of  lenses  of  any  When  we  cut  off  the  cornea,  and  that 

other   shape   than  spheres  would  be  portion  only  of  the  sclerotica  which 

altered  by  drawing  them  forward  from  covers    the    ciliary    body,    then    the 

only  one  point  of  attachment,  there  ciliary  body  and  iris,  and  inflate  the 

must  be  some  other  arrangement  for  canal  of  Petit,  we  observe  that  the 

adjustment  when  the  crystalline  is  not  crystalline  advances,  and  that  when  the 

a  perfect  sphere ;  and  that  arrangement  inflation  is  discontinued,  it  resumes  its 

is  found  in  the  ciliary  body,  which  does  situation.    The  anterior  wall  of  Petit's 

not  exist  in  animals  with  spherical  canal  is  merely  an  extension  of  the 

lenses.  capsule  of   the  crystalline    over   the 

When,  in  the  customary  manner,  we  hyaloid  or  investing  membrane  of  the 

expose  the  ciliary  body  of  the  ox,  by  vitreous  humour,  to  which  the  circum- 

removin^  the  anterior  half  of  the  scle-  ference  of  the  extended  capsule  becomes 

rotica  with  the  cornea,  we  bring  into  attached.    The  utility  of  the  plaiting 

view — 1,  the  choroid,  2,  the  annul  us  will  become  evident  if  we  make  two 

albidus,  and  3,  the  iris ;  but  if  we  com-  models  of  the  eye,  one  with  a  plaited, 

mence  the  dissection  from  the  centre  and  another  with  a  plain  anterior  wail 

of  the  cornea,  and  make  a  number  of  of  this  canal ;   when  it  will  be  found 

radiated  incisions,  extending  alon^  it  that  the  unplaited  model  will  not  work, 

and  the  anterior  half  of  the  sclerotica,  whereas  the  crystalline  of  the  other 

faking  .care    not  to  go  through  the  may,  from  the  looseness  of  the  plaits, 

coat  of  Decemet,  the  annulus  albidus,  be  made  to  advance  to  a  considerable 

or  the  choroid,  until  about  eight  or  ten  extent.    The  use  of  Petit's  canal  ap- 

of  the.  incisions  are  completed ;  if  we  pears  evident ;    the  anterior    wall  is 

then  cut  completely  through  the  cornea,  permitted  to  pass  freely  forward,  by 

and  torn  over  the  flaps,  we  may,  with  there  being  a  canal  or  space  between 

care,   carry  with  them   the    annulus  it  and  the  true  hyaloid  membrane,  and 

albidus,  tne  portion  of   the  choroid  when  it  advances  the  crystalline  goes 

which  covers  the  ciliary  body,    and  along  with  it. 

some  muscular  fibres.    If  we  now  tear  The  membrane^  of  the  vitreous  hu- 

oflr  the  iris,  the  circumference  of  which  mour  radiate  from  the  posterior  wall 

is  loosely  connected  by  cellular  mem-  of  the  canal  of  Petit,  and  from  the 

brane,  we  have  a  beautiful  and  instruc-  posterior  capsule  of  the  crystalline,  in 

tlve   preparation.      We   observe    the  such  a  way,  that  when  tne  latter  is 

apices  oi   the  ciliary   processes   sur-  drawn  forward,  they   may,  by  their 

rounding  the  margin  of  tne  crystalline,  elasticity,  draw  it  backward.    In  ani- 

the  attachments  of  the  processes  to  the  mals  with  spherical  lenses,  some  of  the 
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membranes  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  of  the  latter  is  formed  on  the  retime^ 
vitreous  humour,  nearly  on  a  line  with  the  impression  is  communicated  to  the 
the  singk  adjuster,  pass  through  a  slit  sensonum  by  the  optic  nerves ;  a  reflex 
in  the  retina  to  be  attached  to  the  aflection  of  the  third  and  fifth  pairs  of 
choroid.  In  other  animals,  there  is  no  nerves  from  which  the  ciliary  nerves 
division  of  the  retina,  nor  indeed  any  proceed,  causes  a  contraction  of  the 
connection  between  it  and  the  tunica  muscular  fibres  which  are  arranged 
hyaloidea,  except  a  slight  attachment  round  the  ciliary  processes ;  the  veins 
at  the  entrance  of  the  optic  nerve.  are  compressed,  and  the  apices  of  the 

We  have  thus  the  annulus  albidus  processes  which  float  in  the  aqueous 
to  ffive  a  firm  attachment  to  the  ciliary  humour  of  the  posterior  chamber  be- 
body,  by  connecting  it  with  Ae  scle-  come  elongated ;  these,  being  attached 
lotica,  the  muscular  fibres  to  contract  to  the  jjosterior  wall  of  the  canal  of 
the  ciliary  veins,  the  ciliary  processes  Petit,  will  of  course  draw  it  forward  ; 
to  become  erect  by  the  accumulation  of  the  advancement  of  this  wall  will  be 
blood,  the  plaited  maivin  of  the  cap-  followed  by  advancement  of  the  crys- 
sule  forming  the  antenor  wall  of  the  taUine  until  a  distinct  image  of  the 
canal  of  Petit  to  which  the  processes  object  is  formed  on  the  retinal, 
are  attached,  the  space  between  this  [iv>  be  contmued.] 

and  the  hyaloid  membrane  to  allow  it     

to  be  drawn  forward,  and  the  elastic 

membranes  of  the  vitreous  humour,  to 

draw  back  the  crystalline  when  the    PECULIAR  AND  OBSTINATE  FORM 

opposing  force  is  removed.  OF  DIARRH(£A, 

the  use  of  the  ciliaiy  bod7  is  Aere-    ^„^^^^^^  comfatiblk  with  a  moBun 
fore  evident,  from,  1.  its  entire  absence       ^^         ^^^^^^  ^,  ^^^^  puration. 
in  animals  with  spherical  lenses  where 

there  is  another  instrument  for  drawing  by  D.  Maclachlan,  M.D. 

the  crystalline  nearer  the  comce  j  2.  the  j^y^  Hospital,  Cbelaea. 

structure  of  its  difierent  parts ;  and  3.  _,     .,    •     ,     --^,.    ,  ^      .,  x 

there  is  no  arrangement  V  which  ad.  ^^  '*'  ^«»*^  ^^*^  ^^^^ 

justment  can  be  explained,  or  by  which  

we  can  account  for  the  sudden  occur-    The  form  of  diarrhoea  to  which  I  allude 
rence  of  near  and  far-sightedness.  must  be  of  frequent  occurrence,  though 

In  man,  though  the  muscular  fibres  I  am  not  aware  of  any  monograph  on 
are  not  placed  in  crescents  round  the  the  subject,  and  no  mention  is  made  of 
ciliary  processes,  but  in  an  entire  ring,  it  by  any  of  our  systematic  authors, 
the  rest  of  the  arrangement  resembles  Three  cases  have  come  under  my  own 
what  has  been  described.  A  ciliary  observation  within  the  last  three  years, 
bod^  always  exists  whenever  the  crys-  and  I  am  aware  of  a  fourth  that  recurred 
talline  is  not  a  sphere,  as  in  quadrupeds,  after  a  duration  of  from  four  to  five 
birds,  and  reptUes,  where  it  is  a  double  years.  It  therefore  merits  the  atten- 
convex,  or  plano-convex;  the  shark,  tion  of  the  practical  physician,  and^ 
the  porpoise,  and  a  species  of  eel,  where  in  a  pathological  view,  is  highly  in- 
it  is  an  oblate  si>heroid;   and  in  the    terestm^. 

cuttle-fish,  where  it  is  a  prolate  sphe-       In  all  the  cases  I  have  met  with, 

roid.  there  has  been  such  a  striking  simi- 

Though   the    existence   of  ciliary    larity,  as  to  leave  no  doubt,  in  my  mind, 

muscles  has  been  denied  b^  those  who    that  the  causes  of  the  disorder  were 

have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing    precisely  alike.    On  first  awaking  in 

them  dissected,  the  clearness  of  my  de-    the  morning,  the  patient  is  seized  with 

monstrations  has  been  acknowledged   a  desire  to  stool ;  he  is  no  sooner  out 

by  some  of  the  profession.    Being  con-    of  bed  than  this  becomes  inevitable, 

cealed  by  the  outer  layer  of  the  choroid,    and  he  has  scareelv  reached  the  closet 

they   escaped   exposure   until  I  dis-    ere  he  voids  from  naif  a  pint  to  a  pint 

covered  the  above  method  of  taking   of  broken-down  feces :   the  relief  is 

it  off.  decided,  but  he  has  not  returned  to  his 

When  the  eye  is  adjusted  to  a  remote    apartment  before   the  inclination  is 

object,  and   when  by^  the   extenud    again  equally  urgent:  he  now  passes  a 

muscles  we  then  direct  it  to  one  which    lesser  quantity,  and  in  a  more  fluid 

is  near,  a  confused  or  indistinct  image    state,  and  again  he  is  much  relieved  by 


OBSTINATfi  FOEM  OF  DIARRHCBA.  41? 

the  evacuation.    Afipr  a  number  of  they  generalljr  consist  of  broken  down 

motiona*  varying  from  two  to  five,  the  fsces,  intermixed  with  Tooniish  soft 

desire  altogether  ceases,  a  longer  in*  lamps.    In  neither  of  the  two  cases 

tervai  occurs  between  each,  and  the  which  I  examined  minutely  could   I 

patient  sits  down,  little  debilitated  or  detect  any  thing  abnormal  m  the  rec- 

exhausted,  to  enjoy  a  hearty  breakfast,  turn .     There  were  no  heemorrhoidal 

If  this  is  one  of  his  "bad  moraines,"  tumors  in  either,  and  no  increased  irrita- 

breakfast  is  hardly  over  when  he  has  bility  of  the  lining  membrane.     In 

passed   another    liquid   motion,    and  fact,  in  none  of  the  cases  I  have  wit« 

again  he  has  a  renewal  of  his  former  nessed,  was  there  reason  to  believe  that 

symptoms.    Seldom,  however,  has  he  the  rectum  whs  at  fault,  inasmuch  as 

more  than  two,  or  at  most  three,  evacu-  the  motions  were  in  all  voided  without 

ations  after  bivakfast ;  and  by  12  or  pain,  and  without  tenesnus.    All  the 

1  o'clock  he  is  perfectly  comfortable  individuals  were  males,  of  sober  habits, 

for  the  remainder  of  that  day.    His  and   past  the  middle  period   of*  life. 

appetite  is  good,  and  he  has  no  uneasi-  Two  of  mv  cases  recovered  ;  the  third 

ness  in  the  rectum.    A  few  articles  of  I  lost  sight  of.    One  attributed,  and 

diet  disagree  with  him,  increasing  the  apparently  with  good  reason,  his  illness 

number  of  the  motions,  and  producing  to  scarlet  fever,  from  which  he  had 

occasionally  flatulency.    Malt  liquors,  scarcely   recovered  when   the   bowel 

beer,  ale,  or  porter,  are  generally  in-  complaint  made  its  uppearance.     In 

jurious,  but  a  few  glasses  of  wine  seem  none  of  the  others  coula  it  be  traced  to 

to  have  no  effect  on  the  complaint.  any  particular  cause. 

The  symptoms  go  on  in  this  way,        I  am  at  a  loss  to  say  what  part  of 

probably,  for  some  years.    Each  mom-  the  intestinal  canal  is  affected,  in  this 

mg  there  is  a  return  of  the  diarrhoea,  form  of  diarrhoea,  or  in  what  the  pre- 

but,  strange  to  say,  when  within  bounds,  cise  nature  of  the  affection  consists.  As 

when  not  above  two  or  three  motions  the  general  health  seems  to  retain  its 

are  voided  from  the  time  of  getting  out  vigour  —  the  assimilative  process,    it 

of  bed  till  the  forenoon,  the  general  would  appear,  is  unirapairea — we  may 

health  seems  scarcely  to  suffer.    In  two  therefore  infer,  that  the  termination  of 

of  the  three  cases  of  this  form  of  diar-  the  colon  is  the  seat  of  the  disorder,  and 

rhoea  coming  under  my  care,  the  indi-  this  probably  consists  in    a   limited 

dividuals  were  robust  and  muscular,  patch  of  inflamed  mucous  membrane. 

One  of  these  had  suffered  for  upwards  or  in  inflammation  of  one  or  other  of 

of  two  years ;  he  had  never  during  that  the  subiacent  textures.    I  was  at  first 

period  passed  a  formed  motion.    The  disposed  to  attribute  the  symptoms  to 

other  patient  had  been  affected  for  a  an  irritable  state  of  the  rectum;  and  not 

much  longer  time,  but  had  intervals  of  until  I  had  satisfied  myself  by  repeated 

two  or  three   weeks,   during  which,  examinations  both  by  the  finger  and 

though  the  &eces  continued  liquid,  they  bougie,  and  watched  the  effect  of  local 

had  assumed  a  consistency,  and  did  treatment,  did  I  arrive  at  a  contrary 

not  exceed  one  or  two  daily.     The  opinion. 

third  case  was  not  of  above  four  or  five        My   experience    in   the    treatment 

months'  duration.    This  patient  was  of  this  form   of   diarrhoea  is  but  It- 

much  reduced  in  flesh ;  I  only  saw  him  mited.    I  have,  however,  seen  enough 

twice.  He  had  long  been  afliicted  with  of    it    to    convince    me    that    it    is 

rheumatism    and   chronic    dyspepsia,  exceedingly  untractable.     One    case, 

The  gentleman  in  whom  the  fourth  after  having  been  six  months  under 

case,  above  referred  to,  presented  itself,  the  care  of  various  practitioners^  and 

tells  me  that  though  worried  by  the  taken  the  usual  remedies  for  chronic 

disorder  for  four  or  five  years,  it  pro-  diarrhoea,  was  subsequently,  for  a  simi- 

ducedno  ill  effect  on  his  bodily  hcfuth.  lar  period,  under  my  observation,  be- 

The  pulse  is  not  at  all  affected ;  the  fore  any  impression  appeared  to  be 

appetite  is,  generally  speaking,  good,  made  on  the  complaint.     At  lenffth 

and  the  tongue  remains  dean ;  pressure  remedies  which  had  previously  fiifled 

is  not  productive  of  pain  in  any  part  of  now  proved  beneficial,  ami  he  gradually 

the  abaomen.  I  never  found  anv  tender-  recovered.     Another  case  was  for  up- 

nesaintheileo-csec^  region.  The  evacu-  wards  of  nine  months  under  my  care, 

ations,  though  liquid,  loolT  healthy ;  Almost  every  thing  that  gave  promise 

785.-XXXI.  2  E 
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of  a  hope  was  tried  in  this  case,  both  subject;  and  if  I  succeed  in  bringiog 

as  regards  diet,  regimen,  baths,  and  it  to  the  notice  of  any  one  of  expc- 

medicme.     The  means  adopted,  if  at  rience,  I  shall  have  gained  a  main  ob- 

all  operative,  appeared  to  be  beneficial  ject  in  communicating    them  to  the 

temporarily.      At  last  the  complaint  public, 

gave  way,  and  was  ultimately  cured  Dec.  7,  i843. 

%  a  tour  in  Scotland.  _ 

The  remedies  which  I  had  recourse  

to  in  these  cases  were  the  various  mi-  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 
neral     astringents    recommended    in 

chronic  diarrhcea,  with  larger  or  smaller  Friday ^  December  1 6,  1842. 

quantities  of  opium,  and  in  various  

combinations  and  doses.    Not  one  or  ,.,,   »       ,,      i..*^**  *  ^sm  ^s...x«.*.». 
^r  *u               ^       A  4.^  A^ ^A      ^'^A  "  Licet  oinnibBS,  licet  etiam  imm,  aijfiiit«t«ii 

any  of  these  appeared  to  do  good ;  and  ^^^^,  ^^^^^  ^„^;. .  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^„rti  in 

the  disorder  was  increased  on  one  or  publicum  sit,  dicendl  periculum  non  recuso." 

two  occasions  by  the  sulphate  of  cop-  Cicbbo. 

per  and  by  the  acetate  of  lead,  these  

substances    seemingly  adding   to  the  ^HE  LATE  REPORTS  ON  PRISONS. 
irritability.      I  have   always  derived 

more  benefit  in  this  disorder  from  the  It  is  obvious  that  imprisonment  may 

vegetable  astringents ;  and  a  mixture,  \y^  conducted  on  two  opposite  systems, 

consisting  of  the  infusion  of  cascarilla,  ^    ^           ^^^  ^y^^^^^  i^  ^  i^Aj^^  ^^ 

the  liquor  potasss,  and  the  comiwund  .,  1        .          j  .       •    ^i_ 

powder  of  \ino,  has  been  most  gene-  ^^tmost  possible  pain,  and  inspm  the 

rally  useful.    Were  I  to  attribute  re-  utmost  possible  terror ;  in  the  other,  it 

covery  to  any  one  means,  I  should  say  is  thought  right  that  the  punishment 

in  two  of  the  cases  it  was  owing  to  this  ^^^^^^  ^                  proportion  to  the 

mixture.     Whenever  I  succeeded  m  _            ^-^     ^x.        e                  *•   t. 

keeping  the  individuals  on  a  limited  offence,  while  the  reformation  of  the 

allowance  of  food,  there  was  generally  criminal  also  enters  as  an  element  into 

an  obvious  improvement,  and  quantity  the  calculation.   The  first  or  old  system 

seemed  to  have  as  much  effect  as  qua-  ^^          g-      j     ^„^  ^  j        ^^  j^g^icc 

lity  m  restraining  the  disorder.  ,,     ^    ..     ,,      j          -ii 

I  cannot  aver  whether  a  vegetable  or  ^^^  humanity  slumbered,  was  singularly 

animal  diet   is  best  suited  to   these  easy  of  execution.  Put  a  prisoner  into  a 

cases.     Prom  what  I  have  observed,  cell,  chain  him  for  security,  flog  him  if  he 

however,  I  should  rather  lean  to  the  ^jj^^g  ^  noise,  give  him  a  minimum  of 

former;  but,  as  regards  diet,  the  smaller  -     ,       ,           ?   •  1  r           i.-           j 

the  quantity  takin,  the  less  trouble-  food,  and  no  matenals  for  washing,  and 

some  will  the  complaint  be  found.  the  problem  is  solved.    But,  it  will  be 

I  may  remark  that,  in  the  case  of  answered,  this  is  an  exaggerated  and 

recovery,  after  being  afflicted  for  four  impossible  series  of  suppositions.    Not 

or  five  years,  the  individual  at  length  .,                     *  j    •*           1 «     «  ^^ 

recovered  by  restricting  himself  soUly  ^f^  exaggerated,  it  may  be  affirmed, 

to  a  vegetable  diet,  consisting  princi-  "  we  recede  from  the  present  scene  to 

pally,  ne  informs  me,  of  greens  and  some  distance  in  time  or  space, 

cabbage.    This  gentleman  had  been  a  Esquirol  speaks  of  towns  in  France, 

patient  of  almost  every  physician  of    „,i,^^   •     j...  „•   ^    ««:„««^^  ^^a 

reputation  in  London,  ^tjlout  deriving  ^^^^'  ***  *  '  ''Z\  .     '  P"^''^''  ^^ 

permanent  benefit  from  the  means  em-  lunatics  alike  had  but  a  three-pound 

ployed,  when,  tired  of  medicine,  "find-  loaf  and  a  jug  of  water,  every  oth^r 

ing  that  he  mutt  have  three  or  four  day,  for  their  subsistence*. 

nued  taking  any,  and  speedily  reco-  '        «,.    ,^^u        jit,       .t  *i 

vered  under  the  system  wliich  he  had  Q^^en  Elizabeth,  and  look  with  the 

himself  adopted.  eyes  of  history  on  the  cells  of  '*  little- 

I  have  thrown  out  these  few  obser-  ease,"  in  which  she  immured  some  of 

varions  on  this  obstinate  form  of  diar-  j^^^  state-prisoners,  the  description  we 

rhcca,  more  with  a  view  to  inquiry ^ ! £ 

than  the  expectation  of  elucidating  the  ♦  sar  les  Maladlei  Ifonttlei,  vol.  ti.  p.  41Q. 
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pve  whom  will  ^^^sr  all  too  favotir-  our  last  article,  in  different  parts  of 
able.  Her  celk^  if  veneoOect  alight,  England.  Solitary  confinement,  the 
were  below  the  level  of  thcThames^were  odier  great  resource  in  the  government 
infested  by  rats,  and  did  not  allow  of  of  a  prison,  if  pushed  beyond  the  proper 
the  prisoner's  lying-down.  No  hu-  limit,  induces  osadness  or  suicide ;  and 
manity-mongeiB  had  troubled  the  eter-  who  has  ascerteined  the  "proper  limit," 
nal  peace  of  tiiose  quiet  dungeons !  who  has  fathomed  the  bsUncination, 
Those  were  the  days  of  "  rotting  in  which  are  the  precursors  of  madness^ 
jail,"  as  our  ancestors  termed  it  If  a  or  gauged  the  depths  of  human  en- 
prisoner  escaped  with  his  life  from  those  durance? 

dank  and  dreary  receptacles,  if  his  gaunt  *  Nay,  even  a  subject  apparently  so 

form  and  matted  locks  were  seen  in  the  plain  as  the  education  of  the  inmates 

broad  daylight,  and  he  could  shew  his  of  a  jail,  is  not  without  its  difficulties 

fellow-citizens  his  back  marked  with  and  dangers.      It  has  been  objected 

stripes,  and  his  joints  stretched  by  the  that  a  prison  is  made  too  agreeable  by 

rack,— surely  this  would  produce  the  turning  it  into  a  school ;  and  it  is  feared 

most  hushed  and    passive  obedience  that  some  persons  will  commit  petty 

among  his  afirighted  comrades  ?  By  no  offences,  with  the  hope  of  receiving  a 

means.    When  punishment  is  utterly  gratuitous  education,  and  having  their 

out  of  proportion  to  crime,  indignation  reading  made  easy*, 

overpowers  terror,  and  a  state  of  opinion  Another  difficulty  has  sprung  up, 

is  excited,  which  every  wise  legislator  which  we  should  not  have  expected  to 

would  deprecate,  a  state  where  sym-  exist  to  so  great  an  extent  as  it  does; 

pathy  is  not  with  the  law,  but  the  of-  Not  only  the  well-known  intentions,  but 

fender.  If  punishment  is  over  rigorous,  the  plainest  enactments  of  the  legislar 

its  continuance  calls  forth  the  pity  of  ture,  are  constantly  and  unblushingly 

the  just,  and  they  are  ready  to  say  of  violated  by  the  visiting  justices,  whose 

the  criminal,  office  it  should    be   to    execute    the 

11  ett  anes  pani  par  le  sort  rifronrenx  minutest  injunctions  of  the  law.     The 

Bt  c»e«  d'«re  innocent,  qoe  d'etre  mlhenrmx!  i^gtances  of  this  dereUction  of  duty  are 

When  our  statute-book  emulated  the  lamentably  frequent  in  the  Reports 

code  of  Draco,  and  two  hundred  offences  before  us.     In  a  very  singular  example 

were  capital,  juries  used  to  value  a  gold  occurring  at   Canterbury,  the  blame 

watch  at  39  shillings.    The  ease,  how-  must  be  at  least  shared  by  the  Town 

ever,  with  which  the  old  system  was  Council. 

executed,  by  no  means   became  the  The  visiting  justices  recommended  to 

inheritance  of  the  new.    The  plan  of  the  Town  Council  the  appointment  of 

graduated  punishment  and  attempted  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England 

rieform  is  evidently  a  just  medium  most  as  chaplain  to  the  City  Jail,  with  a 

difficult  to  hit,— a  system  of  compro-  salary  of  fifty  pounds  a-year.      "  A 

mises  very  difficult  to  defend.    If  the  '■                  TV^ 

J.  ^-."^^               -.         ..,  *A  new  method  of  makinr  reading  easy  baa 

diet,  for  mstance,  ox  a  prison  is  too  low,  been  discovered,  as  we  learo  froni  Mr.  Hill  in  bis 

Mtirvv  and   diarrhma  arp   the   reRiilt  •  R«P<»rt  on  the  Prisons  of  Scotlond.    "Instead  of 

scurvy  anu   oiarrncDa  are  ine  resuu  ,  a  wearisome  expenditiureof  time  in  alphabets  and 

add  some  meat  and  greens  to  the  diet-  I5?!"*!li'!*»2!5l!i'iV'®"w  °^.^^^  »"^  ^^^^** 

J                 .«         1  .       -L          .     .  the  most  intellifent  teachers  in  the  prisons  com- 

ary,  and  many  will  exclaim  that  cnmi-  mence  at  once  by  teachinj^  the  prisoner  to  decipher 

nals  in  the  House  of  Correction  live  by'S?ii''bSIu£j  wJJSf Iwi^llflS^^ 

better  than  the  ploughmen  without.  '^'^nlSS^^SS\^^Si^^^^^ 

Opinions  on  the  subject  of  whippinfi:  thoroughly  master  of  what  has  been  pat  before 

*^             ^    ,            ,       '              i_         J    .  hlm.»*    Is  this  norelty  an  improvement?    We 

vary  most  strangely,  as  we  showed  in  know  not  ;>tfires/iirW/<<»'r#,M  the  critics  say. 
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moderate  stipend,  indeed/'  the  reader  "  It  was  with  pain,"  say  the  inspec- 

will  say.    Not  so  the  Town  Council,  tors,  when  speaking  of  the  ifford  House 

They  fancied  twenty-five  pounds  to  be  ?^  Fi!'"^-^'''"'.^  "^^  ^?"u^  ^""^"^  ^^^^ 

^,     1...              ,   /          *^        ,j  .  ,  m  the  prison,  three  of  whom  were  com- 

the  fitting  sum,  but  no  one  would  take  mitted  for  absconding  from  the  union 

the  place.    Mr.  Walker,  however,  the  workhouse.     They    were    in  a  jrard 

minister  of  a  Unitarian  congregation  in   which    were  prisoners   convicted 

in  Canterbury,  attends  the  prison  gra-  f^  *^«^-    TJie  close  contact  in  which 

.  ..      ,       „           ^,         ,1,           .  they  were  placed  with  worse  characters 

tmtously.    He  goes  through  the  service  t^ai  themselves  could  not  foil  to  be 

of  the  Church  of  England,  omitting  mischievous,  and  the    workhouse  or 

those  parts    which   he    cannot   con-  vagrant  boy  would  thus  readily  become 

sdentiously  read  i    preaches  sermons,  converted  into  a  thief.    We  strongly 

in  which  he  avdd.  eve^^thing  elating  pi^^^^'oiS^g^r^^ls  ^f  ^A*! 

to  his  own  peculiar  tenets ;  and  teaches  house  discipline*." 

the  prisoners  to  read  and  write.    The  .^^                   ,                              .  _ 

inspectors,   while   acknowledging  the  ^^^   ^'^°'^^*'   ^^°'^^^*^'^'   ""S^   *'^* 

merits  of  Mr.  Walker,  point  out  to  the  ^^^^  .^*>^»  ^  avoid  the  contaminaUon 

magistrates  the  extreme  illegality  of  to  which  untried  prisoners  are  exposed, 

their  economic  plan.    Four  diffi^tent  ^<>*^1^  ^^V^^e  juvenile  offenders  of  the 

enactments  of  two  modem  statutes  are  ^^^^^^  ^'  *™1  ^^  J^'T'  «^^  «^«  »^- 

violatedby  the  appointment  of  a  dissent-  "*«^  convictio^  the  almost  univewal 

ingministertothechaplaincyofa prison,  rule  in  their  case.     Let  jail  deliveries 

If  the  Town  Council  are  inaccessible  ^  ^^^^  frequent,  but  do  not  give  up  a 

to  reason,  surely  there  must  be  some  ^^S^  portion  of  the  population  to  the 

legal   method  of   forcing   them  into  caprice  of  county  justices, 

decency.     Would  not  the  Court   of  ^«  ^^  ^"^  transgressors,  aged  8,  or  9, 

Queen's  Bench  grant  a  mandamus  to  or  10,  we  think  the  old  domestic  remedy 

compel  them  to  offer  a  proper  salary  P  of spankingthe  glut«i  more  appropriate 

That  the  keeper  of  a  jail  should  live  *^*^  incarceration  in  the  most  ex- 
in  the  prison  which  he  professes  to  keep,  empkry  penitentiaries.  In  the  borough 
seems  a  self-evident  truth-too  plain  to  ^^fKingston-npon-Hull,  however,  s  veiy 
need  the  sanction  of  an  Act  of  Parlia-  different  theory  prevailed,  and  uneon- 
ment.  Yet,  strangely  enough,  it  is  so  •»^'«'  children  were  habituaUy  sent  to 
stated  in  the  law ;  and,  still  more  i"^»  ^^^  ^^«  consent  of  their  parents, 
strange  to  say,  the  enactment  is  violated  ^  expiate  their  offences.  The  follow- 
in  several  English  jaUs.  ^°8  "  <>««  ®^  **^«  UttreM^dt-cackei  used 

What  is  to  be  done  with  juvenile  of-  ™  *^"  borough  :— 

fenders,  with youngthieves,say  under  18  **To  the  Governors  of  the  Getol  at  the 

years  of  age  P   A  question  of  much  im-  Borough  ^f  Kingeton-upou-Hull'^ 

portance,  and  most  difficult  of  solution.  "Receive  A.  A.,  and  keep  him  in 

Itisallowedonallhandsthatthecommit-  solitary  confinement  for  14  days ;   tlds 

tal  of  young  delinquents  to  jails,  where  jl^.^^L'^'^*'  ^^^  ^°"°f  ^^  ^liPSI!?*"- 

^.       '      r,      ,2  u    J      J     •    •     1  This  boy  is  to  be  well  flogged  before 

they  associate  with  hardened  cnminals,  ^is  discharge,  twice. 

is  in  the  highest  degree  cruel  and  inex-  "  Dated  the29th  day  of  September,  1841. 
pedient     Society  loses  more  by  this  "  B.  W.  Sellonf.'" 
contamination  of  the  young,  than  it  j^^^  ^^jp^t,  as  early  in  years  as  in 
gains  by  their  chastisement.     Either  initials,  was  of  the  age  of  ten  ! 
our  prisons  must  afford  the  means  of  ^he  list  of  the  young  people  corn- 
isolation  for  the  young,  or  there  must  ■  ^,  ^  ^ — - — --— ; 

i_                .          1          i.  \i.  •  *  sixth  Report.    Home  District. 

be  separate  asylums  for  their  use.  t  Seventh  Report.  Torkthire,  Sut  Wdltif. 
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mitted  in  this  way  to  Kingston-upon-  Instances  of  precocious  unprisonment 

Hull  jail  by  justice-made  law,  in  1840  abound  in  the  Sixth  Report.    Thus,  at 

and  1841y  amounts  to  fifty-seven;  of  Abingdon,  in  the   County  House  of 

whom  three  are  aged  9 ;  seven  are  aged  Correction,  we  find  a  child  of  13  con- 

10;  seven,  11 ;   and  only  one  is  so  old  demned  to  a  month's  imprisonment  with 

as  17.    One  child,  aged  11,  is  to  be  hard  labour,  for  stealing  potatoes ;  and 

kept    in    confinement    one    calendar  one  of  14  for  three  months,  with  hard 

month,  the  last  week  solitary.    This  labour,  for   running  away  from  the 

monstrous  abuse  of  authority  was  not  workhouse;  a  fault,  we  should  say, 
always  committed  with  the  consent  of 

the  parents;    for  in  one  instance  we  Manes i 
find  *'  no  consent  specified ;"  in  another 

(a  child  of  12),  "  done  with  the  consent  In  the  same  place,  among  the  list  of 

of  the  relieving  officer  of  the  parish  of  those  punished  for  breaches  of  prison 

ScuieoatetJ*  discipline,  we  find  a  convicted  child  of 

Captain  Williams,  the  Inspector,  13  sentenced  to  a  da^'s  solitary  confine- 
having  previously  recommend^,  but  ment  for  talking,  and  an  unconvicted 
in  vun,*tlie  disuse  of  thia  '^  extra-  one  of  14  to  three  days' solitary  confine- 
or^nary  treatment  of  children,"  made  ment  for  whistling  and  singing :  while 
a  special  report  on  the  matter  to  Sir  two  offenders  of  12  and  14  are  con- 
James  Graham,  who  ordered  the  prae-  clemned  to  live  for  three  days  on  bread 
tiee  to  be  discontinued.  and  water,  the  former  for  being  dis- 

The  justices  of  Kingston-upon-Hull  orderly  in  his  cell,  the  latter  for  the 
b&ve  hitherto  been  deaf  to  law,  com-  same  defect  in  school. 
mon  sense,  and  the  admonition  of  the  Tn  the  Aylesbury  County  Jail  we 
Inspector;  the  next  Report  will  inform  read  of  a  youthful  malefactor  of  12, 
us  whether  they  have  listened  to  a  sentenced  to  a  month's  hard  labour  for 
Sceretary  of  Stale,  But  though  King-  damaging  a  pair  of  spectacles;  while 
0ton*upon-BDll  appears  to  stand  alone  one  of  15  has  thrice  his  punishment, 
in  the  punishment  of  unconvicted  and  another  of  15  has  four  times  aa 
ehildreii,  convicted  offienden  of  very  much ;  the  former  for  stealing  apricots, 
tender  years  are  common  enough  in  the  latter  for  damaging  fir-trees.  Jn 
other  places.  Thus,  in  the  same  Re-  the  same  prison  is  a  child  of  13,  sen- 
port,  we  find  an  account  of  the  House  tenced  to  seven  years  [transportation] 
of  Correction  at  Cockermoutb,  where  for  stealing  money, 
two  prisoners  were. sentenced,  in  1841,  In  the  St.  Alban's  Liberty  Jail  and 
to  pass  twenty-four  hours,  for  damaging  House  of  Correction  we  find  a  prisoner 
a  quantity  of  stones;  one  of  the  trans-  aged  13  confined  for  two  months,  with 
gressors  was  aged  7»  the  other  9 1  In  labour,  for  stealing  apples ;  and  in  the 
the  same  jail,  too,  was  a  child  of  12,  County  Jail  at  Canterbury,  a  child  of 
committed  for  seven  days,  for  being  11  sentenced  to  ten  years'  transporta- 
disorderly  in  the  workhouse.  tion,  for  breaking  into,  and  stealing  in. 

In  his  account  of  the  House  of  Cor*  a  dwelling-house.    Among  the  prison 

rection  at  Nottingham,  Capt  Williams  ofibnces  punished  in  the  same  place, 

says,  *'I  am  very  doubtful  as  to  the  we  find  one  of  neglecting  his  work,  and 

treadwheel  being  either  a  proper  or  a  talking,  ascribed  to  a  delinquent  aged 

salutary  punishment  for  children.     /  9,  the  penalty  being  '*  two  days'  dark 

ohe€r90d  tw0  (oyt,  emek  10  yenrs  ofage^  cell."    Two  prisoners,  aged  15,  expiate 

ou  the  wheel  at  the  time  efvMf  visit.''  the  error  of  talking  or  being  disorderly 
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on  the  wheel,  by  seclusion  in  the  dark  Casb  l.^Acuie  pneumonia,  dfeeiing  ike 

11  lower  lohe  ^f  the  Irfi  lung  chiefly,  er- 

^'  ,     r^.       T  ,.     -.    ,_                X  tending  a  little  into  the  right  lung,  with 

In  the  City  Jail  of  the  same  town  y^^^  ^^^^  dgepntea,  cough,  maty  expec* 

the  attempted  escape  of  E.  P.,  aged  12,  toration,  dulneee  on  percueeion,  bronekial 

is  avenged  by  twenty-four  houw'  soli-  ^r''?'/^'  crepitation,  bronchophong. 

g,             .  dtmtmahed  vocal  fremitus,  ^c. ;   complt- 

tary  confinement.  ^a/«rf  with  incipient  phthieie.    Trtated 

In  the  list  of  punishments  for  breaches  kg  cupping  and  tartar  emetic  f  Sfc, 

of  discipline  in  the  Dover  Borongh  Jail,  Edwin  Brown,  ost.    17,    admitted    inta 

so  many  of  the  culprits  are  12, 13, 14,  Univergily   College    Hospital,    wider   Dr. 

or   15  years  of  age.  that  one  might  ''T^rJ'^Z'Lir.  c^om^. 

imagine  the  prison  to  be  a  kind  of  f^  compleiion,  Bid  nervous  temperament  i 

austere  nursery.    Nay,  J.  C,  eet.  ten,  an  errand-boy,  exposed   to   all  kinds  of 

appears  thrice  in  the  list,  once  for  in-  weather:   has  always  had  enough  to  eat; 

.'^^    ^  ,                             J           ,      .  says  his  habits  are  temperate.     Lives  at 

decent  language,  once  for  neglecting  Eagle  Street.  Holbom,  in  a  dry  but  confined 

his  work,  and  once  for  neglecting  his  situation.     Parents   both   living ;   moUier 

lesson,  the  chastisement  in  each  case  troubled  occasionally  with  catarrh, and  father 

,    .          ,..               £             .  generally  has  a  cough  in  the  winter,  and 

being  solitary  confinement.  frequently  has  rheumatism :  has  sU  brotherB 

•   In  the  Clerkenwell  New  Prison  we  and  sisters ;  one  of  the  latter  has  nsnally 

find  several  children  aged  9.  *  ^oagh ;  the  rest  axe  healthy. 

tiT     ij    -.^*    *!,-    J          *• J-  PreviouM  hittory, — He   has   never  been 

Would   not    the   domestic    remedy  ^j   ^   ^^   »,tym  Ulne..   bat  hi. 

which  we  extolled  abore  be  applicable  bMltb  u  haMtoally  deUorte ;  tdces  ooU  vcnr 

in  many  of  these  cases  P    However  this  easily ;  Us  breathing  is  geowai^  shoit,  and 

may  be,  we  must  repeat  that  a  classifi-  i«  »  "'^  ^  pdpitation.    About  ttsee 

:       '         .            *^,  years  since  he  spat  a  small  quantity  of  bloody 

cation  of  prisoners  is  one  of  the  most  with  conghing,  and  has  had  more  or  leas 

crying  wants  of  the  age.  In  the  Spring-  cough  ever  since,  espedsUy  in  the  momingr 

field  County  Jail  for  Essex,  the  in-  "^Vk^k^!!",  *?»««»dfor  some  months 

^         r       J                            •      ji     i*  P^^  *  "^  ^^^^^  losing  nesh  during  the  last 

apectors  found   a   man    convicted  of  two  or  three  months,  and  for  a  month  past 

bestiality  in  the  same  yard  with  prison-  has  sweated  considerably  at  night.    He  had 

ers  guilty  of  trifling  thefts,  damaging  gonorrhoea  and  chancres  a  year  j^,  and  was 

J  i»    •        J  .  .       .  cnf«d  by  taking    mercury.     The   present 

grass,  and  funous  driving !  ^^^  i4mmen^  on  Ju^  IStfa;  Vn  the 

Let  us  hope  that  the  servant-girl  17th,  he  had  been  engaged  in  ehoppti^ 

committed  to  Northleach  Jail,  a  short  ""^^^  ^  •  draught  betwem  two  doors,  and 

*i^^  oj««-  A.-  ».v^^«..   I.           *  u  ^^»*  heated  a  good  deal  w«th  his  work ;  he 

time  since,  for  modesty,  has  not  been  ^„  ^^^  ^^^  ^  wet.    The  attack  i4me 

compelled  to  herd  with  prisoners  re-  on  pretty  suddenly,  with  an  achmg  pain  in 

proachable  with  a  contrary  defect.  *^«  1^  "ide,  which  prevented  him  frosa 

breathing  fireely,  the  pain  being  rendered 

very  sharp  when  he  took  a  full  breath ;  it 

FELLOWES'  CLINICAL  PRIZE  was  not  preceded  by  shivering,  or  other 

REPORTS.  symptoms  of  fever,  ezeept  about  a  fortnigfat 

before  the  attack,  when  he  had  a  cold ;  he 

By  Alprbd  J.  Tapson.  also  had  pain  in  the  head,  back,  and  limbs ; 

Univerrity  College  Hoapital.    1842.  ^f*^'  ^}  °^  **°»  ^"*'  anorexia,  weak- 
ness,  with  shortness  of  breathing;  a  dry, 

rw-  ♦!.«-  «--.i,            *             ^         . .  hacking  cough,  accompanied  with  diilicalt 

[Wb  this  week  present  our  readers  with  the  expectoration  of  a  white,  verv  •«  sticky" 

irst  or  a  smes  of  reports  of  medical  cases  matter.  In  the  afternoon  this  became  veJlow- 

reported  and  comm»tod  upon  by  Mr.  Alfred  lA,  and  the  next  day  bnnmish ;  he  vomited 

J.  Tapson,  -"d  wh,ch  form  a  part  of  the  a  considerable  quantity  of  a  bitter  yeUowiah 

SSfjfJ'^^  which  the  F<^owea'  Clinical  matter  on  the  evening  after  the  att^  com- 

^^f^T^Z'^'^y'''^^^^'  menced,  and  the  voSting  has  letumed  after 

lege  Hoapital  ^  the  termmaUon  of  the  sum-  eating  or  drinking  tiU  to-dav.    The  bowels 

T».r^lt°^^®l^-    ^"POrtswiUbe  ha^Viot  been  oL^  dwL^the\^ 

alighUy  abbreviated,  &c..  to  render  them  this  morning:  tfcTurtoe  hL  iSsTlS^ 

more  adapted  for  general  circulation.]  but  not  high  coloureT^^                   ^^' 
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^  At  present,  the  mifaoe  feels  very  hot  and  rather  less  costal ;  no  apparent  difference 
dry ;  the  temperatore  in  the  axilla  is  rather  between  the  two  sides  ;  respirations  only  28 
above  lOO^'  Fah. ;  the  countenance  is  strik-  in  a  minute ;  cough  diminished ;  expectont- 
Ingly  dull  and  heavy,  and  of  a  dusky  colour ;  tion  more  free  and  leas  viscid,  not  uniformly 
the  senses  seem  to  be  blunted  ;  he  is  rather  rusty,  and  is  more  yellow,  like  orange  mar- 
deaf,  and  seems  very  weak ;  he  lies  chiefly  malade,  than  the  reddish  brown  of  pneu- 
on  the  left  side,  because  he  feels  easiest  in  monia  in  general ;  pain  much  easier ;  tongue 
that  position.  The  breathing  is  short  and  moister,  red  at  the  apex,  and  furr^  in  the 
▼ery  quick,  and  almost  wholly  costal ;  the  centre ;  no  crepitation  heard  to-day ;  pulse 
respirations  48  in  a  minute :  he  has  a  hard,  88,  soft  and  ccmpressible,  scarcely  jerking. 
frequent  cough,  with  rusty-coloured,  very  The  bowels  have  been  opened  freely  three 
▼isod  ezpectoi«tion,  so  that  the  vessel  con-  times  :  the  urine  is  very  scanty,  only  half  a 
taining  it  may  be  inverted  without  its  running  pint  having  been  passed  since  his  admission : 
out.  Hie  cough  is  not  quite  so  bad  as  it  has  its  reaction  is  very  acid  ;  sp.  gr.  1026 ;  it  is 
been,  and  the  expectoration  is  rather  more  turbid,  with  a  yellow  sandy  matter  in  it, 
free :  he  oomplahia  of  »  severe  pain  in  the  which  is  dissolved  by  heat  or  nitric  acid. 
left  side,  just  below  the  lo^er  angk:  of  the  c       t,  u     l    k   *.•       •  i          •  ^^a    t.    ^ 

finn  or  even  slight  pressure  here ;  the  pulse  24th.-7-IMd  not  sleep  so  well ;  per- 
is 128,  jerking,  mcnlerately  foil,  not  hard  ;  spired  kss  ;  had  more  pain  in  the  left  side, 
the  tongue  is  very  dry,  and  is  covered  with  and  also  in  the  back,  and  more  cough ;  is 
a  coarse,  brownuii  fur ;  he  is  very  thirsty,  rather  hoarse,  and  his  head  feels  rather 
and  has  no  appetite.  stuffed,  as  if  he  had  taken  cold ;  surface  of 
Pk^sieal  Mfffu, — Fosteriorly,  there  is  pei^  the  natural  temperature ;  respirations  24  in 
feet  dulness  on  percossibn  ove^  the  lower  a  minute ;  pulse  80,  smaller  and  soft ;  ex- 
•two-thirds  of  the  left  lung,  as  compared  with  pectoration  about  the  same  in  quantity,  but 
the  right,  where  the  sound  is  dear,  except  of  a  more  mixed  character,'  partly  rusty. 
Id  the  region  of  the  liver.  In  the  sane  parts  partly  streaked  red  with  blood,  partly  frothy, 
■m  the  dulnese  on  the  left  side  there  is  well-  and  contains  some  little  opaque  yellow 
— Ifkad  bronchial  respiration,  and  strong  masses  ffoating  in  it ;  it  is  much  Teas  viscid : 
Vraadbopfcotty ;  and  at  the  lower  anglr  of  the  thfrst  less  ;  the  tongue  feefs  sore,,  only 
left  icay«la  the  voice  has  a  somewhat  nasal  slightly  furred  along  the  middle  ;  urine 
twang,  not  amountlBg  to  segophony.  At  the  increased  in  quantity,  tolerably  clear, 
end  of  inspiration,  <nnepitation  is  heard  in  Physical  signs. — Posteriorly,  on  the  left 
the  same  ntnation ;  on  the  right  side,  tiiere  side,  percussion  is  still  dull  in  the  lower 
k  broBeyal  respiration  at  the  base  of  the  part,  and  in  the  middle  third  the  respiration 
scapula,  and  a  slight  muoo-crepitant  rhon-  is  strongly  bronchial ;  below,  there  is  more 
chus ;  the  vocal  fremitus  is  felt  much  more  vesicular  murmur  heard,  and  a  muco-cre- 
distxnctly  on  the  right  than  on  the  left  side,  pliant  rhonchus,  with  the  inspiration,  and 
Anteriorly,  there  is  no  dulness  on  percussion ;  bronchophony. ;  on  the  right  side  the  percus- 
the  respiratory  murmur  is  rather  feeble  in  sion  is  rather  dull  in  the  middle  third  ;  the 
the  lower  part  of  the  left  side,  and  rather  bronchial  respiration  is  more  marked,  and 
puerile  in'  the  upper  part ;  it  is  more  puerile  there  is  a  rather  acute  muco-crepitant  rhon- 
all  over  the  right  side ;  the  vocal  fremitus  is  chus.  The  vocal  vibration  is  more  nearly 
more  marked  on  the  right  than  on  the  left  equal  oa  the  two  sides,  but  still  is  most  dis- 
side.  The  heart's  sounda  and  impulse  are  tinctly  felt  on  the  right  sidci 
rather  feeble  r  no  morbid  sound.  25tiii. — Better  in  most  respects ;  but  the 

r,       x^  r*        4.  1  1.    '   '  "  A j#^  tongue  is  much  more  sore,  and  is  very  dry, 

CuOTrb.  Croent.  laten  smirtro,  ad.tSx.  jTctapped. along  the  midab  •,  OutoJomin 

9.  Cdomelmo.,  p  T. ;  Mioe  panu,  q.  s.  f^^f^^  ,3„  eiJarged  j  the  boweb 

fi.t    pilnJ.    sUtun    romenda  et  p«t  y^^^  ^  j,^  „^  dnce  the  23d,  and  he 

hora.  qn^or  Haurt.  Sennj.  Comp.  fc„  ,„rfe  no  wato  »noe  yeatenby  morning. 

^  Antim.  Potassio.  Tart.  gr.  j. ;  Miaturie  '            '             ® 

Camphorse.  f^iss. ;  ft.  Haustus,  sextis  Repet.  Pilnla  Calomel,  et  Haust.  Purgans. 

horis  sumend.    Low  Diet.  g^„  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

Hiree  houra  after  the  cupping  he  feh  opened,  and  he  passed  plenty  of  water, 

modi  easier ;  the  skin  was  cooler ;  and  Uie  27th. — Is  much  better  altogether :  still 

respintionaonly  36  in  a  minute.    The  blood  has  a  little  pain  and;  soreness  on  the  left  side 

eontafaied  more  coagulant  and  less  serum,  when  he  coughs,  or  draws  a  deep  breath ; 

than  usual.  tiie  cough  and  expectoration  are  both  getting 

June22d. — Countenance  much  less  heavy;  less;    the  expectoration  consista  chiefly  of 

Imoe  not  flushed ;   has  slept  nearly  all  the  dear  mucus ;   the  respirations  are  23  in  a 

tiigfat;  skin  much  cooler  (the  temperature  minute;  the  pulse  80,  soft,  compressible, 

in  the  axilla  bdng  98^  F^.)  and  perspiring  and  regular.   The  dulness,  on  percussion,  on 

fredy ;    the  breathing   much   slower,   and  the  left  side  is  muck  diminiahed,  and  the 
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pulmonary  resonance  Increased ;  therespiim-  and  oonsistt  of  dear  macvs ;  Uiere  is  acsnxly 

tion  is  still  rather  bronchial  in  the  middle  any  diflerence  in  percussion  on  the  two  :sides 

third,  and  feeble  in  the  lower  third ;  no  t;re-  ^low  and  behind ;  no  bronchial  respuratkm 

pitation anywhere ;  andonlyaooanomooous  in  either;  the  Tsslonlar  rannniir  is  still  • 

or  muoo-crepitant  rhonchns  with  the  cough,  little  feebler  on  the  left  than  on  the  rif^t 

Sumat.    Antim.    Potaasio    Tart.    gr.   I,  **  discharged  cured, 

tantum  pro  dosi.  Rbmabks.— The  diagnoas  of  tiie  disease 

July  1st. — Still  has  a  slight  pain  on  ooqgh-  was  exceedingly  clear.    1  st.  from  his  appeasi- 

ing ;  the  congh  and  expectoration  much  the  aace :   the  coantenanoe  bad  that  peeoliar 

same  as  at  last  report ;  tongne  still  rather  heavy  and  dull,  yet  anxious  expression,  mA 

sore  and  red  ;  appetite  returning ;  percussion  purplish  flush,  which  <duirai3terisepne«imoiiitt. 

still  rather  dull  in  the  lower  part  of  the  left  2d.  frona  the  mode  of  attack,  which  wta  la 

side,  and  slightly  so  on  the  right  also ;  and  almost  etery  respect  tiiat  of  pneumonia,  «• 

the  respiration  partakes  of  a  brondiial  cha-  a  sudden  attack  of  pain  in  the  side,  canaiiig 

racter  in  both,  but  is  mixed  with  more  vesi-  dyspnoea ;  depression,  head*aobe,  pain  intibe 

cular    murmur ;    a  coarse  muco-crepitant  back,  and  when  reaction  commenced,  a  hoi 

rfaonchus  is  heard  when  he  coughs ;   urine  and  dry  skin ;  thirst ;  congh  and  Tiacdd  ^* 

increased  in  quantity,  of  a  lighter  colour,  pectoration;  anorexia  and  Tomicing*    One 

and  sp.gr.  101 1.  symptom  which  is  generally  prswot  was  ab* 

Omit.    Hanst.    Antimonial.    Ordered  a  •ent,  »ix.  the  premwiitoiy  attack  of  feveriA^ 

pint  of  milk  in  addition  to  low  diet.  ?««» 5  *  shirenog  fit  foUowed  by  heat,  bor 

fore  the  recurrence  of  any  local  symptoms. 

July    2d.-'Improving ;     muco-crepitant  Chomel  attaches  great  importaaee  to  this 

rhonchns  heard  nearly  all  over  the  left  side  symptom,  especially  in  persons  adfanoed  ift 

behind.  life,  believing  that  it  not  only  gtsienUy  pre^ 

$,  Potassii  lodidi,  gr.  iij.  Mbt.  CamphorsB,  cedes  pneumonia,  but  also  that  the  ooeorranoe 

Qiss.  ter  die  sumendus.  of  a  severe  rigor  almoet  always  indicates  thfi 

J«ly4th.-B«*th8tmd.ort:  cough  and  S^S'dC'lIEtr-^^J^S^ 

r     «.•        ,          1.V      ^^t.  _L:  toms  ana  signs  wnicn  mated  on  Dis  aamia* 

expectoration    less ;    the    expectoration  is  rf^n  to  the  hospital,  which  was  on  tbe.4lii 

chiefly  mucous,  with  a  few  flakes  of  opaque  j  "  Zt  !!"   ^l^iT    fxT^  ^^  %  w«^ 

matter  floating  in  it  '^              attack.    Of  the  general  symj^ 

A  ««           *      1.    1  toms  the  following  were  the  more  impmrtanfe. 

Aug6  Potassii  lodxdi  ad  gr.  v.  pro  dosi.  (i .)  the  countenance,  already  noticed,  with 

July  eth.—Very  much  better  in  every  ^^^^  ™»y  be  classed  the  dulnesa  of  the 

respect ;   feels  stronger ;  has  scarcely  any  ■«««»  "«i  ^  position  on  the  afieoted  sid«. 

pain  left ;    appetite  good  ;    tongue  clean ;  (2-)  **»  great  heat,  and  the  dryness  of  the 

bowels  regular ;  urine  free,  clear  and  natural.  •*^«-     (^0  *•»  short  and  quick  req)ii«tioii. 

Vesicular  murmur  increased  on  the  left  side,  (-*•)  'be  quick  and  jerking  pulse.     (5.)  the 

and  not  much  bronchial  respiration  on  either  ■«'«'•  P«a  "»  'bo  side,  and  tenderness  on 

gjde  pressure.    (6.)  the  hard  and  frequent  cough. 

Ordered  middle  diet,   and  two  pints  of  •"dvisdd  rusty  coloured  «pei*Dration. 

milk  daily  ^^  the  physical  signs  the  foUowmg  were 

^*  the    chief.      (1.)  the    costal    respiratioii. 

July  9th. — He  does  not  gain  strength  so  (2.)  the  dulness  on  percussion  in  the  lower 

rapidly  as,  from  the  improvement  in  the  two-thirds  of  the  left  lung  posterioriy.    (3.) 

disease,  he  should  do:  ^is  led  to  a  more  the  well-marked  bronchial  respiration  and 

particolar  examination  ol  the  upper  part  of  bronchophony  heard  in  the  same  situation. 


the  diest,  to  see  if  there  wsa  anything  there  (4.^  the  crepitation  at  the  end  of  the  inspi- 

which  would  explain  it ;  we  Ibond  that  per-  ration.  (5.)  the  diminished  vocal  fremitus  on 

cussion  was  not  dear  in  either  of  the  supra-  the  diseased  side. 

scapular  fosMs,  and  of  the  two  the  right  was        With  all  these  there  could  be  no  doubt  as 

rather  the  duller :  under  the  clavicles  the  to  the  nature  of  the  disease :  indeed,  the  cre- 

Bound  was  not  near  so  clear  as  it  ought  to  pitation  and  rusty  coloured  viscid  expecto- 

have  been,  from  the  thinness  of  the  walls  of  ration,  by  themselves  are  pathognomonic  of 

the  chest,  and  here  too  the  dulness  was  moot  pneumonia,  and  when  to  theae  we  add  the 

marked  on  the  right  aide ;  the  respiFstory  general  fever  and  signs  of  consolidation,  not 

murmur  was  '*  mde"  under  both  davides,  the  slightest  donbt  coukl  remain, 
and  under  the  right  ike  cKpiration  waa  pro-        We  shall  now  make  afew  remarkson  some 

longed  $  the  vocal  fremttna  was  considerably  of  the  symptoms  and  signs.    And  first  with 

greater  on  the  right  side  than  on  the  left,  respect  to  the  heat  of  the  akin.  In  the  limited 

Both  moved  equaUy  in  inspiration.  .  number  of  oases  in  which  ire  haie  aotoaUy 

July  lltii.--lB  tolerablT  wdl,  but  feeb  measured  the  temperature,  it  appeantobenni- 

weak;  has  no  pain  left;  the  congh  is  eon>-  formly  high  in  the  active  st^ge  of  pnettmonias 

siderable,  and  die  expectoration  very  litde  In  this  case  it  was  106"^  P.,  and  in  two  othcn 
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104^.    Secondly,  u  to  the  frequency  of  re-  in  the  luoge,  aitd  consequently  they  are  felt 

vpirattons.  This  also  eppeore  to  be  much  in-  most  distinctly  oyer  the  large  bronchi ;  as 

creanxl ;   in  this  case  it  was  48  in  a  minnte ;  may  be  proved  by  placing  the  hand  over  the 

In  another  which  will  be  reported,  it  was  54,  nppev  part  of  the  sternum,  and  then  over  the 

in  a  third  44,  and  m  a  fourth  86.  This  rign  lower  parts  of  the  chest,  during  the  act  of 

alone  is  not  of  much  diagnostic  Taltte,  as  we  speaking :  they  will  be  felt  much  the  most 

have  counted  72  respirationi  in  a  minute,  in  distinctly  in  the  former  situation  :  this  will 

a  case  of  hysteria :  thirdly,   the  pulse  has  shew  the  necessity  of  always  comparing  cor- 

been  very  rapid  in  sereral  cases ;  in  this  it  responding  parts  of  the  chest  in  this  as  well 

was  128,  in  another  148,  and  in  two  others  as  in  other  physical  signs.     Such  being  the 

120.    Now  these  thr«e  symptoms  appear  to  mode  of  production  and  natural  variations  in 

be  rtry  doeely  connected  in  pneumonia,  for  the  Tocai  fremitus,  we  have  to  consider  how 

in  all  the  eaaes,  where  we  have  particulariy  it  is  modified  by  disease,  and  any  explanation 

marked  them,  the  decline  has  been  proper-  that  may  be  offered  must  obviously  be  based 

tional  in  each  r  thus,  in  the  present  case,  on  on  the  physical  conditions  of  the  lungs,  as  it; 

the  first  day  the  pulse  #as  128,  the  tempo*-  whole  production  is  a  physical  phenomenon. 

Mtureoftheskin  I06**Pahr.,andthere8pira-  It  is  clear  that  siooe  the  Toeol  fremitus 

tions  48  in  a  minute ;  on  the  second  day  the  depends  on  the  vibration  of  the  air,  anything 

pulse  was  88,  the  temperature  98<' FUir.,  and  that  ezdndes  the  air  from  the  hmgs  wiU 

the  respirations  28-^-«ll  reduced  nearly  to  |>reTent  the  vocal  fremitus.    We  saw  one 

the  natural  stsndard  except  the  reepirations,  'case  in  the  hospital,  where  the  large  bronchua 

which  were  habitually  fVequent  in  him :  In  leading  to  the  right  lung  was  very  much 

another  case,  on  the  first  day  the  pulse  was  pressed  upon,  and  the  texture  of  the  long 

148,  the  respirations  54,  and  the  temperature  itself  condensed  by  caroinomatous  deposi- 

104*^ ;  on  the  second  day  the  pulse  was  120,  tions,  and  in  this  there  was  a  complete  ab(- 

ihe  respirations  36;  on  the  third  day  the  eence  of  the  vocal  fremitus, 

pulse  was  112,  and  the  respiration  32 ;  and  The  vocal  fremitus  has  by  some  writers 

-on  the  sixth  day  both  were  about  the  natund  been  stated  to  be  increased,  and  by  others  to 

standard,  vis.  the  pulse  80,  and  the  respire-  be  diminished,  by  condensation  of  the  texture 

tions  20  in  a  minute,  and  the  temperature  of  the  lung ;  and  this  case  seems  to  shew 

was  99^  Pahr.     We  can  easily  understand  that  both  statements  may  be  correct ;  fbr  in 

tills  intimate  connection  between  them,  when  the  upper  part  of  the  right  lung  thm  were 

we  coiwider  the  very  dose  connection  that  the  other  signs  of  copdensation,  and  f^om 

snb^ts  between  the  functions  of  circulation,  the   general    symptoms    this    condensation 

teapiration,  and  the  production  of  animal  was  dkie  to  the  presence  of  tubercles;  also,  in 

heat.     Fourthly ;  as  to  the  position  of  the  several  other  well-marked  cases  of  indpient 

patientinpneumenia,there8eem8tobenocon-  phthisis,  in  the  hospital,  under  Dr.  Taylor, 

stant  role :  taking  all  the  cases  together,  per-  the  vocal  vibration  luta  been  found  to  be  dis<- 

haps  be  as  frequently  lies  on  the  back  as  on  tinctly  increased  on  the  side  most  affected ; 

eHher  side  :  if  tiie  attack  be  mild  he  often  lies  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the  left  lung  it  was 

on  thenon-affeetedaide,  butifit  besevere,  and  muohdiminish^d,aswehaveal8oseenitinother 

limited  chiefly  to  one  side,  he  almost  always  cases.     Now  both  tubercles  and  pneumonia 

lies  on  the  affected  ride,  as  here,  both  to  pre-  cause  consolidation  of  the  tissue  of  the  lungs. 

Tent  motion  on  that  ride,  which  would  in-  and  unless  there  be  anything  in  the  physical 

crease  the  pahi,  and  also  to  permit  free  nature  of  the  consolidating  material,  or  in  ita 

motion  on  the  healthy  ride,  so  that  it  may  mode  of  deposition,  to  cause  a  difference, 

perform  the  supplementary  respiration  as  both  should  increase  or  both  diminish  the 

completely  as  poerible.     Pifthly ;  as  to  the  Tocd  fremitus ;  and  such,  we  have  seen,  is  not 

vocal  fremitus.    TWs,  we  have  seen,   was  the  case :  is  there  any  difference  in  the 

modified    by    both    the    diseases    which  material,  and  what  is  the  difference,  if  any  ? 

exUted  being    increased    by  the  tubercles  In  tubercles    the  material    is    dense  and 

■nd  dimhiished  by    the   pneumonia.   The  hard,  and  is  deposited  in  the  tissue,  rendering 

vocal  fremitus  depends  on  the  vibrations  it  harder  and  more  eapaUe  of  vibrating,  and 

whksh   are  produced   in  the  vocal  chords  at  the  same  time  it  doee  not  block  up  the 

bring  propagated  along  the  columns  of  air  small  brooddai  tubes,  so  that  the  air  still 

oontained  hi  the  tradiea  and  bronchial  tubes,  oomes  pretty  dose  lo  the  surfiioe  of  the  lung, 

and  transmitted  from  the  smaller  bronchi  Combining  the  last  fact  with  the  increased 

and  air  cells  through  the  substance  of  the  capability  of  vibraition  in  the  tissue  itsdf,  we 

hmgs  and  parietes  of  the  chest,  so  as  to  be  oan  explain  theabsolote  uaereasem  the  vocal 

fidt  by  the  hand,  when  applied  to  the  ex-  fremitus  hi  the  early  fUge  of  tnberdee.     On 

teriorof  the  chest.  Like  the  voice  itself,  these  the  other  hand,  in  pnefimonia  theconsoUdal. 

become  dimmished  as  they  pass  from  the  ing  material  is  soft  lymph,  devoid  of  dasti- 

plaee  where  tii^y  are  produced,  dtiier  into  city,  and  this  is  deporited  in  the  tissue  and 

theeattemalair,orfaitotherircontainedwith-  also  in  the  rir  cdls  and  smaller  bronchial 
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tubfli,  thus  more  or  leu  completely  ezcladiog. .  4Mmoei  would  be  sufficient.    Thie  was  imiae- 

the  air  from  the  diaeoaed  part  of  the  long^;  diately  done,  and  the  good  effects  were  almoat 

ao  that  the  iribrationB,  in  order  to  reach  instantly  apparent:  the  pain  was  reliered 

the    surfieuie    of   the    chest,    have    to    be  directly,  and  in  three  hours  the  respiratiooa 

conducted   through  a  much  greater  mass  were  reduced  from  48  to  36  in  a  minute ; 

of  tissue  than    in    health,    and   therefore,  the  skin  was  much  cooler,  and  the  pulse 

unless  the  tissue  becomes  oorrespondingly  reduced  in  frequency  and  force.    These  are 

more   capable  of  transmitting  the  Tibra*  ^fmptoms  much  to  be  depended  on  in  ascer- 

tiona,  theTOcal  fremitus  must  ho  diminished,  tainkig  the  decUne  of  thu  disease.     As  the 

•That  there  is  no  such  increased  vibvatile  bowels  were  confined,  the  next  thing  to  be 

capability  must  be  efident  when  we  consider  done  was  to  clear  these  out :  this  was  done 

the  soft  inelastic  character  of  the  lymf^;  for  by  a  dose  of  calomel  and  a  black  draught ; 

vibrations  cannot  well  take  place  without  a  and  he  was  ordered  tartar  emetic,  in  grain 

certain  amount  of  tension  and  elasticity ;  and  doses,  every  six  hours  at  first,  and  tbeo 

we  think  that  the  fact  of  the  air  being  pre-  every  four  hours,     lliis  is  the  medicine 

vented  from  coming  so  near  to  the  sur&oe  of  commonly  used    in    inflammation    of    the 

the  chest,  as  k  does  in  health,  and  the  nature  parenchyma  and  mucous  membrane  of  the 

of  the  consolidating  material,  taken  together,  lungs,  and  in  both  its  operation  is  highly 

are  quite  sufficient  toaeeountfor  the  absolute  satisfiv^ry :  how  it  aces  we  do  not  pretend 

diminution  of  the  vocal  fremitus  in  hepati-  to  say.     The  next  day  the  general  aspect  of 

zation,  as  well  as  the  relative  difference  be-  the  patient  waa  much  improved :  he  had 

tween  tins  and  the  consolidation  of  incipient  slept  well ;    the  skin  waa  of  the  natnnl 

phthisis.  temperature,  and  instead  of  being  harsh  and 

But  it  appears  that,  in  some  cases  of  dry,   was  covered  with  perspiration  ;  the 

pneumonia,  the  vocal  fremitus  is  increased  pulse  was  only  88,  and  soft ;  the  bresihhqg 

rather  than  diminished :  how  can  we  recon-  had  been  reduced,  in  eighteen  hours,  from 

cHe  these  facta  ?     It  may  be,  perhaps,  that  48  to  28  respirations  in  a  minute.    Hie 

in  the  cases  where  this  has  been  noticed,  the  physical  signs  were  also  closely  examined, 

inflammation  was  seated  in  a  part  where  and  were  found  to  be  somewhat  altered ;  that 

there    are    a    number    of   tolerably    large  is  to  say,  there  was  no  crepitation ;  so  that 

bronchial  tubes  near  the  surface  of  the  lung,  the  disMse  had  now  completely  passed  into 

such  as  would  not  be  blacked  up  in  pneu-  the  second  stage,  or  that  of  hepatization,  the 

monia,  and  the  lymph  itself  has  been  more  signs  of  which  were  well  marked.     In  other 

highly  vitalized  and  firmer;  and  then  the  respects  they  were  much  the  same  as  on  the 

consolidation  of  the  air-ceUa  and  very  fine  first  day,  and  have  therefore  been  omitted,  in 

tubes  may  rather  fsvour  than  impede  the  order  to  render  the  account  as  short  as  poa- 

transmission  of  the  vibrations :  or  it  may  sible  consistently  with  a  statement  of  all  the 

have  been  examined  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  facts.     The  expectoration  was  now  more 

inflammation,  before  the  hepatization  was  free,  less  viscid,  and  of  a  paler  brown  or 

complete,  and  when,  therefore,   the  tubes  marmalade  colour,  and  more  frothy;  gra- 

were  less  obstructed,  and  when,  also,  as  is  dually  the  rusty  tint  passed  off,  and  the 

well  known,   the    lymph  effused  is  more  blood  became  less  intimately  mixed  with  the 

plastic,  and  possesses  a  greater  amount  of  expectoration;  so  that  it  appeared  in  streaky 

cohesion.  and  then  ceased  altogether,  and  the  expecto- 

Having  thus  proved  the  disease  to  be  ration  became  almost  simple  mucus,  with  a 

pneumonia,  what  were  the  indieatUms  far  few  opaque  masses.    In  accordance  with  the 

irtaimeni  /    This  we  shall  consider  in  con-  usual  law,  that  when  the  respiration  is  pre- 

nectum  with  the  results  of  the  treatment  vented  in  one  part  of  a  lung,  or  in  the  whole 

adopted.    As  in  almost  all  acute  inflamma-  of  one  lung,  the  other  parts  have  an  increased 

tions,  so  here,  blood-letting  waa  to  be  re-  duty  to  p^orm,  we  found  that,  in  front,  in 

garded  as  the  primary  step  to  be  taken ;  imd  the  upper  part  of  the  diseased  side,  the 

perhaps  in  no  disease  if  the  advantage  of  respiration  was  puerile,  and  on  the  healthy 

blood-letting  so  immediate  and  so  great  (whcoi  side  it  was  puerile  all  over, 

practised  early)  aa  in  pneumonia.    Blood-  The  inflammation,  which  at  fint  was  al- 

ktting  being  indicated,  the  next  point  to  be  most  limited  to  the  left  side,  gradually  ex- 

detemuned  was,  whether  it  shouUi  be  per-  tended  into  the  middle  lobe  of  the  right  lung» 

formed  generally  or  locaUy,  or  both,  and  to  and  on  the  24th,  in  this  part,  there  waa 

what  extent  ?    The  patient  waa  young,  and  dulnesaon  percussion,  well-marked  bronchial 

of  a  weakly  appearance,  and  the  disease  had  respiration,  and  a  pretty  acute  muco-crepi- 

already  existed  four  days,  and  was  on  the  tant    rhonchus,    and    the   vocal    fremitua, 

point  of  passing  into  the  second  stage ;  it  though  stUl  more  distinct  on  the  right  side, 

wss  not  therefore  to  be  cut  short  by  a  full  waa  more  neariy  equal  in  the  two.     There 

blood-letting :  accordingly  it  waa  considered  was  a  double  cause  for  this ;  for  the  disease 

that  local  blood-letting  by  cupping  to  ten  was  diminishing  on  the  left  side,  as  indicated 
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by  there  bemg  some  vesicalarmarmtir  heard  and  for  a  month  has  had  night  aweatff* 
and  muco-crepitant  rhonchtts,  and  it  was  Here  we  have  most  of  the  general  symptoms 
increaaing  on  uie  right  side.  Thus  the  dia-  of  phthisis  enumerated,  and  his  appearance 
<«ase  was  now  doable  pneumonia :  and  this  confirmed  the  snspicion  of  its  existence. 
18  the  way  in  which  double  pneumonia  Ihirdly,  there  were  the  physical  signs  of 
almost  always  arises,  viz.  by  extension  from  condensation  of  the  upper  portion  of  the 
one  lung  to  the  other,  except  in  those  cases  lungs,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  July  9th. 
where  it  arises  from  oongiestion  converted  Combining  the  above,  we  can  have  but  little 
into  Inflammation  by  the  occurrence  of  re-  doubt  of  the  existence  of  tubercles, 
tfction,  as  in  typhoid  pneumonia,  and  in  old  There  were  no  very  important  changes  in 
subjects,  in  whom  it  la  generally  fatal.  With  the  urine.  It  was  scanty  at  first,  and  ou 
this  extension  of  tiie  disease  there  was  a  the  fifth  day  of  the  disease  deposited  a  sand- 
slight  increase  of  the  general  symptoms :  the  like  sediment,  consisting  of  the  lithates: 
rest  was  disturbed,  the  skin  was  drier,  and  this  deposit  commonly  occurs  in  pneumonia 
the  cough  more  troublesome,  &c.  But  this  about  tiiis  time.  Subsequently  it  increased 
secondary  inflammation  was  of  short  dura-  in  quantity,  espedaUyafter  the  administration 
Hon,  and  disappeared  before  that  on  the  left  of  ttie  iodide  of  potassium, 
side ;  so  that  it  did  not  materially  affect  the  The  eaunt  of  the  pneumonia  were  pro- 
interests  of  the  patient*  bably — 1,  the  predisposition  to  pulmonary 
^  He  continued  gradually  to  improTe,  and  affec^ns ;  2,  the  cold  which  he  had  a  fort- 
the  dose  of  tartar  emetic  was  d&raimsbed,  aigfat  before  the  attack ;  and  3,  the  actual 
and  then  left  off  altogether,  the  diet  im-  exciting  cause  was  the  working  in  such  a 
proved,  and  iodide  of  potassium  given,  with  current  of  air  as  he  did  the  day  preceding 
the  view  of  removing  the  remains  of  the  the  attack.  This  exposure  to  cold  for  some 
inflammation  and  promoting  the  absorption  time,  when  heated,  is  the  most  common 
of  the  efibsed  lymph;  and  on  the  11th  of  cause  of  pneumonia. 
July  he  was  discharged  cured.  The  proffnona  of  pneumonia  is  generally 

The  dwration  of  the  diaeaae,  reckoning  ikvourable  when  it  occurs  in  youthful  sub- 

finom  the  thne  of  his  admission  to  the  time  of  jects ;  but  of  course  it  will  vary  with  the 

his  discharge,  was  twenty  days ;  or  reckoning  extent  of  the  lungs  affected,  and  also  with 

from  the  time  of  the  attack  to  the  time  at  the  part  of  the  lung :  thus,  pneumonia  of 

which  he  was  allowed  better  diet,  it  was  both  lungs  is  less  f&vourable  than  when  one 

nineteen  days.    The  duration  was  probably  lung  only  is  affected ;  and  that  of  the  upper 

increased  by  the  tubercles,  which,  we  believe^  lobes  is  more  ftitsl  than  that  of  the  lower 

existed    in    the  lungs,  and  which  always  lobes—saidby  Louis  to  depend  on  the  fact  of 

operate  strongly  in  retarding  the  recoveiy  the  ibrmer  occurring  more  frequently  in  old 

from  pneumonia.    Had  the  patient's  health  people.     Hero  it  affected  the  lower  lobe 

been  good  previously,  he  would  have  shown  chiefly  of  the  left  side,  and  afterwards  a  por- 

more  elasticity,  and  regained  his  strength  tion  of  the  middle  lobe  of  the  right  lung, 

more  rapidly.  The  attack  was  tolerably  severe,  but  still  the 

Wentbiareaixfeomplicaiionaf   The  most  prognosis  was  favourable  as  to  the  result, 

common  aro  pleuritfy  and  bronchitis ;  the  nom  the  age  of  the  patient ;  and  we  have 

former  is  stated  by  the  French  to  be  a  con-  seen  that  he  went  out  cured,  or  at  least  in 

stant  accompaniment  of  pneumonia,  and  no  that  state  in  which  the  lung  would  probably 

doubt  is  very  frequently.    In  this  case  there  soon  return  to  the  condition  it  was  in  before 

was  no  decisive  evidence  of  its  existence  at  the  attack. 

any  period  of  the  disease ;  the  slightly  nasal  Respecting  the  phthisis,  the  prognosis  is 

twang  which  the  voice  had  at  one  spot  csn-  now  much  less  favourable  than  it  was  befbra 

not  alone  be  taken  as  sufficient  evidence,  the  attack  of  pneumonia;  for,  of  all  the 

There  was   probably  bronchitis,  but    not  causes   which  accelerate   the  progress    of 

enough  to  interfere  with  the  progress  of  the  phthisis,  pneumonia  is  the  most  powerfvL 

pneuffloi^.    Regarding  the  tubercles  as  a  We  cannot  therefore  but  fear,  that  this  dis- 

complication,  we  shall  here  notice  the  evi-  ease,  although  apparently  leaving  him  in  the 

dence  of  their  existence.  First,  it  is  probable  same  state  that  it  found  him  in,  has  exercised 

that  he  was  predisposed  to  phthuris ;  his  a  highly  deleterious  influence  on  the  duration 

fiither  and  mother  both  being  liable  to  affec-  of  his  life, 
tions  of  the  chest,  and  one  of  his  sisters 

usually  having  a  cough.    Secondly,  his  health  [We  beg  to  acknowledge  that,  in  this  case, 

was  habitually  delicate,  he  easily  taking  cold,  as  also  in  those  which  are  to  follow,  we 

and  then  having  a  cough ;  his  breath  gene-  have  fireely  availed  ourselves  of  the  reports, 

rally  short ;  he  spat  blood  three  vears  since  and  also  of  the  remarks  in  the  clinical  lee* 

with  a  cough,  and  the  cough  has  been  trou-  tures  of  the  physicians  under  whom  the  cases 

blesome  during  the  last  winter ;  he  has  been  respectively  occurred.] 

losing  flesh  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  *— - 
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DEVELOPMENT  OF  BONE.  ^^^  deriroua  of  showing  this  more 

pletely,  addsi  "  At  the  same  t\^^  that   I 

From   a  Report  of  the  Paris  Academjf  qf  placed  this  wire  on  a  long  bone  of  an  aniainl 

SciencM$t  Not.  7,  1842.  i  amputated  the  oomepondUg  bone  of  tke 

opposite  side,  and  preaenred  it,  aa  it  was  to 

M.  Flourens  read  a  paper  on  the  Develop.  «rye  as  a  point  of  compariaon.    The  animal 

roent  of  Bone.     "  I  have  hitherto,"  says  he,  was  then  left  to  itadf,  and.  at  the  end  ^  • 

•*  considered  the  internal  periosteum  only  as  certain  time,  waa  killed.    The  reaolt  of  theM 

the  organ  of  the  re-absorption  of  the  bonea.  expcrimenta  confirmed  my  former  oooda* 

This  periosteum,  however,  is  also  the  organ  ^^^*  wd  prolred  that  the  bone  does  not 

of  formation.     I  now  place  under  the  eyes  distend,  that  it  doea  not  give  way,  and  that 

of  the  Academy  a  series  of  pieces  of  bone,  ^^  new  bone  is  formed  over  the  old  bone, 

showing  the  successive  formation  of  new  The  experiment  waa  performed  on  the  tibia 

bone  in  the  interior  of  the  old  bone.     In  all  of  a  gninea-pig.     The  animal  waa  fed  for 

these  specimens  the  internal  periosteum  has  twelve  days  on  the  plant  from  whicb  la  ob- 

been  destroyed ;  in  some  cases  in  the  whole  Gained  the  dye  caUed   ^araiic«    (madder), 

extent  of  the  bone,  in  others  at  a  single  point  The  animal  being  then  killed,  and  Ibe  bona 

only.     When  the  external  periosteum  has  dissected,  all  the  new  bone  waa  fonnd  to  ba 

been  destroyed  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  red,  and  the  old  bone  white.    AH  tha  new 

bone,  a  new  bone  is  formed  in  the  whole  of  bone  was  above  the  ring,  and  aU  the  old 

the  interior  of  the  medulUry  canal;  and  bone  waa  under  it.    The  old  bone  waa  of  the 

when  the  external  periosteum  baa  been  de-  wme  diameter  as  that  of  the  opposite  side, 

atroyed  at  only  one  point,  new  bone  is  formed  which  waa  amputated  on  the  day  when  the 

only  at  the  corresponding  point  of  the  intc-  wire  was  bound    round    the  other  bone, 

rior  of  the  medullary  canal.    Two  powers,  When  two  perforations  are  made  in  the  bone 

therefore,  concur  in  the  formation  of  bone—  of  an  animal,  and  it  is  allowed  to  exist  for  a 

the  powerof  theextemalperioeteum,and  that  certain  time  after  the  experiment,  the  inter- 

of  the  internal  perioateum.     In  the  normal  '*!  between  the  two  perforations  remains  the 

state  the  action  of  each  keeps  within  iU  own  Mm«»  ^nd  yet  the  bone  iocreasea  in  length  at 

limits :  the  external  periosteum  produces  or  ^^  extremities  and  by  terminal  layers.    The 

repaira  incessantly  the  external  bone.     In  perioateum  is  reproduced  by  external  layerau 

the  ordinary  state,    therefore,  there  ia  a  In  the  experiments  above  mentioned  the  wire 

counterpoise  of  theae  powera.    But  if  the  nog  waa  placed  above  the  periosteum,  and 

internal  periosteum  be  destroyed,  the  power  the  old  periosteum  afterwards  fonnd  un- 

of  the  external  periosteum  being  alone  in  ita  der  it." 

action,  is  augmented,  and  produces  an  entirely  

new  bone  outside  the  old  bone ;   and  if,  on         INVERSION  OP  THE  UTERUS, 
the  contrary,  the  external  periosteum  be 

destroyed,  then  the  power  of  the  internal  "~^ 
perioateum  being  increaaed,  and  alone  in  ita  D.  HuMPeaEYS  Storer,  M.D.,  reported 
action,  an  entire  new  bono  ia  immediately  to  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improve- 
produced  in  the  interior  of  the  bone.  The  ment,  April  11,  1847,  the  following  case 
experiments  which  have  already  been  com-  of  Inversion  of  tha  uteruSt 
municated  to  you  have  shown  that  bones  He  waa  called  to  a  woman  in  laboor.  In 
increase  in  sise  by  successive  layers  inter-  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  there  came  two  smart 
posed  upon  each  other.  The  experiments  pains,  and  the  child  was  bom.  In  fiva 
which  I  am  about  to  relate  on  thia  point  are  minutes  the  placenta  waa  thrown  oiT.  Tlie 
still  more  dedsive.  Duhamel  bound  round  cord  was  not  touched,  except  to  divide  and 
the  tibia  of  a  young  pigeon  some  silver  wire ;  remove  the  child.  On  putting  his  hand  un- 
at  the  end  of  some  time  the  silver  ring  der  the  clothes,  to  take  away,  as  he  auppoaad, 
was  covered  with  bone,  and  waa  witiiin  the  the  placenta,  he  fonnd  that  he  had  hold  of 
medullary  canal.  My  experimenta  were  in  the  uterus  with  the  placenta  attached.  He 
imitation  of  those  of  Duhamel.  I  bound  removed  the  placenta,  put  his  fingers  to  the 
some  platlna  wire  round  varioua  long  bonea  ftmdus  of  the  uterus,  and  passed  it  up 
of  several  animala>-dogs,  rabbits,  guinea-  without  the  slightest  difficulty.  These  waa 
pigs,  fitc.  The  result  waa  as  follows  :->Tha  some  flowing  from  the  uterus  where  the 
new  bone,  which  did  not  exist  when  the  placenta  was  detached,  but  not  great,  and 
platlna  ring  was  put  on,  grew  over  it ;  thus  none  after  it  had  passed  up.  The  woman 
ahowing  that  bone  is  formed  by  external  waa  very  much  prostrated,  and  for  an  hour 
layers.*'  appesred  as  if  she  was  dying.  She  however 
The  specimens  exhibited  by  M.  Flourens  revived,  and  the  next  morning  was  comfort- 
prove  tiiat  there  was  neither  extension,  nor  able.  This  case  provea  that  iaveraion  may 
rupture,  nor  rejunction  of  the  osseous  fibres  take  place  without  the  interference  of  the 
on  the  level  of  the  ring ;  but  M.  Flourens  practitioner ;  for  no  traction  whatever  waa 
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mtde  wpoii  the  coni,  which  wai  of  the  nnial  since  the  force  which  sends  the  Mood  through 

length,  and  not  encircling  the  child.  the  carotid  arteries  is  the  same  as  that  which 

Drs.  Dewees,  Barns,  and  Gooch,  in  eases  causes  it  to  circukte  through  the  brachial 

of  inyersion,  advise  when  it  can  be  accom-  arteries,  and  there  is  nottitng  in  the  mere 

plished,  the  fetnm  of  the  uterus  before  the  position  of  the  arms  above  the  head  to  stimu- 

removal  of  the  phu^nta,  on  account  of  the  late  the  heart  to  increased  action,  it  is  cvi- 

dangerons  hemorrhage  which  is  otherwise  dent  that  a  less  vigorous  circulation  through 

liable  to  ensue.     Dr.  Bard  recommends  the  the  carotids  must  result  from  the  increased 

previous  removal  of  the  placenta.  force  required  to  carry  on  the  circulation 

Dr.  Storer  followed  in  this  case  the  prac-  through  the  upper  extremities.— -^rcAivef 

tice  of  Dr.  Bard,  and  the  ease  with  which  O^n^raUide  Medecinet  and  Bnt.andFor. 

the  nterus  was  returned,  and  the  happy  con-  Med,  Renew. 

valescence  thus  far,  she  being  as  wdl  to-day 

(the  sixteenth  day  after  delivery,)  as  she  had  q„  -,„„ 

been  at  the  same  period  during  any  former  u«  iua 

pregnancy,  proves  the  course  to  have  been  a  TRANSFORMATION  OF  CALOMEL 

judidousone.    The  placenta  was  very  large,  INTO  CORROSIVE  SUBLIMATE, 

and  he  believed  that  had  he  made  anv  at- 

tempt  to  return  it,  he  would  have  m^wUh  '^''"* '"" Z^tlYlLZZ^  chloeii>« 

difficulty,  from  its  mere  bulk.     In  a  case  of  °*  alkalies, 

inverted  uterus,  related  by  Dr.  Meigs,  of  By  M.  Lbpaoe. 

Philadelphia,  in  his  Practice  of  Midwifery,  ■ 

he  was  unable  to  return  it  with  the  placenta,  M.  J.  Rioqini  D'Ollbgio,  in  a  note  rela- 

and  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.   James,  the  tive  to  the  action  of  steam  on  the  proto- 

after-birth  was  removed  from  its  attach-  chloride  of  mercury,  has  given  the  result  of 

ment.     Afterwards,  with  considerable  dif-  some  experiments  which  he  undertook  ik fth 

ficulty,  a  reduction  of  the  organ  was  affected,  the  view  of  determining  whether,  as  has 

The  little  blood  which  was  lost  after  the  been  stated  latterly,  the  protochloride  of 

placenta  was  removed,  in  the  case  reported  mercury  is  transformed  into  the  perchloride 

by  Dr.  Storer,  showed,  he  thought,  that  the  under  the  influence  of  the  chlorides  of  the 

neat  dread  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  which  is  alkalies,  at  the  temperature  of  the  human 

relt  by  physicians  from  the  removal  of  the  body. 

placenta,  even  shonid  no  uterine  contraction  "Ae  condnsions  announced  by  this  Italian 

immediately  occur,  is  not  well  founded.    As  chembt  have  been  entirely  corroborated  by 

soon  as  the  placenta  was  detached,  the  hse-  the  repeated  observations  I  have  made  on 

morrhage  ceased,  and  although  the  uterus  the  same  subject.     The  following  are  the 

was  so  completely  relaxed  as  to  allow  the  results  of  my  experiments : — 

hand  to  pass  with  pedtet  fredom,  without  Ist.  Protochloride  of  mercury,  perfectly 

the  slightest    muscular  contraction    being  free  from  perchloride,  and  mixed  with  an 

perceived,  there  was  no  bleeding. — Ameri'  equal  weight  of  hydrocMorate  of  ammonia, 

eon  Joum,  of  Med.  Sciences.  or  of  a  chloride  of  an  alkali,  digested  in  dis- 

tilled  water  at  a  temperature  of  from  lOO* 

-r^^*   .   «*»w.»  ^«..^.  ^  «^ ^  tol04*'Fahr.  during  twenty-four,  thirty-six, 

ON  A  VERY  SIMPLE  MEANS  OF  and  even  forty-eight  houra,  does  not  change 

ARRESTING  EPISTAXIS.  colour.    The  liquor,  when  filtered,  has  never 

"n-  Tfc      xT-^ £  k  indicated,  by  any  reaction,  the  presence  of 

By  D».  N.ORM*,  of  Anger..  „^  ,  ^^^j  .  mercttriJ  mU. 

^~~  Pigeons  that  were  made  to  drink  this 

This  consists  in  nothing  more  than  closing  liquor  during  several  days  in  succession  suf- 

with  the  opposite  hand  the  nostril  from  fered  no  injury.    There  appeared  to  be  no 

which  the  blood  flows,  while  the  arm  of  the  diminution  in  the  original  weight    of  the 

same  side  is  raised  perpendicularly  above  calomel. 

the  head.  In  every  instance  in  which  he  2d.  The  same  mixture,  exposed  to  a  tern- 
has  had  recourse  to  this  means  during  the  perature  of  from  120^  to  140^  Fahr.  afforded 
past  three  years,  M.  Ni^grier  has  always  a  liquid  which  comported  itself  with  re- 
fbund  that  it  suspended  the  hBmorrhage :  a  agents,  and  in  its  action  on  the  animal 
ihot  of  which  he  offers  the  following  expla-  economy,  precisely  the  same  as  the  last 
nation.  mentioned. 

When  a  person  stands  in  (he  ordinary  3d.  Nevertheless,  by  continued  boiling, 

posture,  with  his  arms  hanging  down,  the  and  under  the  influence  of  a  large  excess  of 

force  needed  to  propel  die  blood  through  chlorine,  the  transformation  does  take  place ; 

his  upper  extremities  is  about  half  tbit  but  it  is  even  then  only  partial. — Joumed 

^ioh  would  be  required  if  his  arms  were  de  Chimie  Medicale;  and  Pharmaceutical 

raised  perpendicularly  above  his  head.    But  Journal, 
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ADVANCED  STAGE  OF  THE  character,  her  monitt  her- hihfCaiion,  her 

PUTREFACTION  OF  THE  BRAIN,  Tlf^  "!{?*'  and  the  gnaptity  and  giimlity 

'  of  her  milk.      Her  age  should  be  betweea 

WITHOUT  ANT  COR&S8FONDXNG  APPSAA-  20  and  35  \  ahe  should  be  of  a  good  conati- 

,ANCBS  IN  THE  KBST  ov  THB  BODY.  tution,  and  rather  plump ;    ahe  muat  be 

habitvatty  healthy,  and  exempt  front  erorf 

M.  Mhxkt  calU  the  attention  of  medioil  ^!S!^.'^'5?*  •PJ*^*  ^°?°j''i  ^ 

inrists  to  the  (act<  of  the  foUowine  CBie  """^  "■■  ""''>  ""  ovnr  red-haired ;  her 

On  the  29th  of  August,  1840.  an  inLlduai  P^*  ""f  "*  embdHtheJ  Tridi  fine  teeth, 

(a  patient  of  M.  tenret)  labouring  under  "f  «""•  *™'  ^  '"*'*  •'!?'  ^T  "J!^ 

aem'nitia   and  general    ^yda   txpired.  °L'°r"^,"":u"??S?^  Ti?  ""^ 

TVi  body  waa.  i  few  hoirs  thereafte!-,  re-  '^'  ^  ""ol*  ■»*«  high,  and  the  nippte 

moved  to  a  cool  room  and  laid  on  a  ainc  table.  *^  P'""**  "^  »'  -US!^^  ^^^      ^ 

Here  it  remamed  during  fbrty-one  houra,  '^^  "i^!^  »*  J«3«*=*«*.  '•>««  "*" .  » 

when  the  diswiction  eomiLnced.    The  tern-  f^TT^l  T    J™**        '  1^  5?^^ 

pertiture  wa.  about  86°  of  Fahrenheit.  ^  "  »'"■«  odour,  or  who  it  afflicted  with 

mie  dura  mater  was  found  atrongly  ad-  ^^^'^l^^l^^t^TtJ^::^'^' 

hering  in  aereral  places.    After  M^wrating  "^"  d-Aecouehatuni,  Suncme  Bdtt. 

it,  and  opening  into  the  brain,  the  cerebral  ~~ 

maas  of  both  hemiapfaerea   was  seen  con-  CASE  ov  INTBRMITrENT  MADNESS. 

Terted  into  a  yeUowish-green  fluid  streaked  

with  blood,  «rf  an  "ffenBiye  and  penetrating  j^  .^  ^^^  that  there  was  a  carpenter,  who 

odour.    In  the  midst  of  this  putnd  mass,  ^^en  at  home  was  a  sober  workman,  and 

near  the  left  corpus  striatum,  there  was  a  ^   ,yjj^,  j„  measuring   wood,  cutttng. 

porbon  more  soUd  and  reststing.  evidenUy  pi„ri„g.„amulingit.oriibuUdingahou«  ; 

the  result  of  a  ruptured  vessel  r«»/oy«-  "Po-  {^  he%,ed  to  talk  and  atrike  a  ba^n  pro- 
^c<.ji.«.;     It  was  surrounded  by  a  num-  ,      y,;^,  ^    customers.      Within    his 

^  °1  7  K    -J"k"1  "!!       «"   ^  workshop.hewasofsoundmind;if.howeTer. 

op«»ed.d«chaiKed.bnck.red  matter.  he  went  iut  to  the  market-place  to  the  bath. 

When  the  cerebnd  mass  was  .pK»d  on  the  „,  „„        ^     ^^       P   ^    ,^  ^ 

table.  It  was  s<aroely  possible  to  d»tmgu«h  ^j,  ^^^  \^^         ^      -^  ^^  ^^^ 

any  of  the   c.rcumTOlution*-so  comolete  ^  ,h„„ide„^  but  when  he  hod  goT^t  of 

had    been    the    progress    of   putrefacfion.  ^„u*«ru;„  *  '  •  «>"««"«**  b»/«.  ^       . 

Indeed,  the  lower  part  of  the  brain  was  gt^en,  f^i^L^J"™'''  T^  *^™?"  ^  TT^'^ 

and  mJre  spotted  than  the  upper.    The  ce-  P'^?!!l''fJ:?L?"T  "T         \    I   JS 

.   „  ^      ,  i.  r     f  1  *  ^eat  back  mimediatejy,  he  came  to  himself 

rebellum  was  also  ma  state  of  complete  „i  ^    «^«.u-«.u'-     j     1    j«     u  j  «,c      «.- 

...  J  a.t.         •     1  <ufio ;  so  that  bifl  nnderstanding  had  the  same 

«>Iubon.  and  even  the  spinal  marrow,  on  ^^.^  „  ^^  homeste«l.-^«<««  o»  Me 

being  traced,  was  m  a  sunilar  condition,  and  ^a^  ^  Symptom,  ^  Chronic  ZWwaM.. 

of  a  gray  colour  passmg  to  green.  Book  1 

On  the  other  hand,  the  right  lung  was ! 

hMlthy,  but  engorged:   the  left  lung  bore  g.^LS  OF  MORTALITY, 

the  marks  of  effusion,  with  some  recently  / 

formed  membranes ;   the  heart  was  flaccid 

and  discoloured  ;  thettomach  andinteitiuM  In  the  sixteenth  century  we  have,  **  giren 

healthy ;    the  liyer  and  spleen  a  little  sof-  in  reward  to  the  Clerk  of  Coleman  Street, 

tened  and  enlarged ;    the  muscles  of  the  for  often  time  bringing  bills  of  the  sickness 

trunk  and    extremities    firm    and    hard ;  in  town,  XII**."    (Gage's  Hengrave,   205.) 

and  the  external  appearance  as  usual  in  a  So  that  they  served  instead  of  newspapers. — 

dead  body,  except  that    the  skin  of  the  Finbroke^s  £neycL  of  Antiq. 

superior  extremities  was  slightly  greenish.  -  — — — — 

M.    MiUet  inquires,  if  the  head  of  this       QUACKS  IN  THE  OLDEN  TIME. 
indiFidoal  had  been  separated  from  the  body  ^_^_^ 

(as  in  a  case  of  assassination),  any  medictd  .  ^ 

jnristwouldhaverecognizedtheirconnection,  AaTHua  Dkb  was  summoned  before  the 
or  whether  he  would  assign  so  short  a  period  <»mo"  for  much  the  same  crime  ;  he  having 
since  death  as  two  days  ?— American  Joum.;  ^""^  out  a  table,  in  which  he  exposed  to 
and  Annales  d* Hygiene.  B*le  several  medicines,  by  which  many  dis- 
-__^  ©•■c*  ^c"*  ■*»<!  to  be  certainly  cured.     This 

A  PERFECT  WET-NURSE.  l'^fJ!Z^^.Ti^^  ^  '''^''^^JZf^^^ 

*"  and  imposture,  that  the  Censors  ordered  him 

*~"'  to  appear  with  his  remedies  in  order  to  the 
In  choosing  a  wet-nurse,  how  many  rocks  are  inflicting  a  due  penalty  upon  him. — Good- 
lobe  woldedi  We  must  consider  her  age,  her  alt* 9  Hisiory  qfthe  College  qf  Phytieume. 
constitution  or  temperament,  her  heakh,  her  1684. 
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ACONITINE.  POGGBNDORPP'S  ANNALS. 


This  org^ic  base  was  dUcovcred  by  Heaae  Wb  hwerecrfred  «  number  of  L-,„-_^.-  „ 

in  the  Aconitum  NapeUos  L.     In  the  herb  Afmalem  derPkwtiM  mmd Gbmmig'b^i the 

it  is  combined  with  an  acid,  the  natore  of  9th  number  far  1842.  Among  other  articles, 

wtach  18  at  present  unlmown.  it  contmai  om  of  considerable  length  on  the 

For  Its  preparaUon,  the  dp  pungent  kayea  kiwey  of  Bghtby  Lewis  Moscr ;  obserrationa 

are  digested  with  spint  of  wine  (best  m  a  qq  «  peculiar  state  of  iron,  by  C.  F.  Schon- 

Real's  preas),  and  the  concentntcd  Cdm^  t^n ;  a  method  of  ascertmning  the  constants 

mixed  with  hydrate  of  hme.    The  aomitine  of  the  voltaic  pUe  by  M.  H.  Jacobi ;  and 

then  rem«na  m  solutnw  »  die  aleoholic  one    on   galvanic   pUes    constructed   with 

liquor.     Af^r  being  Mjparatedfiom  the  pre.  chromic  acid,  by  the  editor, 
dpitate  prodaoed  by  nitration,  the  liquor  is 

mixed  wWi  Ante  sulphuric  acid,  which  pre-  '     ~^ 

cipitatee  the  whole  of  the  Ume  in  the  form  of  NOTE  FROM  DR.  MARSHALL  HALL. 

gypmrn.    The  spirit  of  wine  is  partly  re-  

corered  by  distillation,  and  the  residue  £an 

impure  sulphate  of  aconitine]   mixed  with  ^  '*«  Editor  qftAe  Medical  Gazette. 

water.    The  rest  of  the  alcohol  contained  Sir, 

therein  is  removed  by  gentle  evaporation,  Obsbrving  an  advertisement  on  the  cover 

and  the  impure  aconitine  precipitated  by  of  the  last  number  of  your  journal,  relative 

carbonate  of  potassa.  to  the  publication  of  my  lectures,  1  think  it 

The  precipitate  being  pressed  between  proper  to  make  the  following  statement, 
paper,  is  dissolved  in  spirit  of  wine,  and  its  llie  short-hand  writer  of  the  Medical 
colour  removed  by  animal  charcoal,  when  Times  called  upon  me  a  few  days  before  the 
the  solution  yields,  on  evaporation,  pure  commencement  ofmy  lectures  at  St. Thomas's, 
aconitine.  A  further  purification  and  re-  to  say  that  it  was  his  "  intention*'  to  take 
moval  of  colour  may  be  attained  by  dissolving  down  my  lectures  for  that  publication,  adding 
it  again  in  sulphuric  acid,  decomposing  the  that,  as  he  was  not  versed  in  medical  terms, 
sulphate  with  hydrate  of  lime,  and  extract-  it  would  be  a  service  to  him  if  I  would  cor- 
ing the  aconitine  from  the  precipitate  by  rect  any  verbal  errors  in  his  MS.  I  replied 
ether.  that  I  had  no  objection  to  do  so ;  preferring 

Pure  aconitine  crystallizes  from  dilute  al-  that  my  lectures,  if  published  at  all,  should 

eohol  in  white  grains,  or  it  remains  behind,  be  published  correctly.    When  I  read  over 

if  the  solution  &  spontaneously  evaporated,  the  notes  of  the  first  lecture,  I  found  them, 

aa  a  colourless,  shioing,  and  transparent  mass.  *from    the    cause   aasigned,    so    incorrect. 

It  has  no  odour,  and  its  taste  is  at  first  bit-  that  it  became  necessary  to  re-write  them, 

ter,  then  pungent  and  acrid.      It   is  very  This  too,  from  the  same  motive,   I  was 

poisonous,  dilates  the  pupil,  has  an  alkaline  also  ready  to  do,  time  being  given.      But 

reacHon,  and  perfectiy  neutralizes  acids.     It  having    consented  to  correct  my  lectures 

resists  the  action  of  the  air,  easily  fuses  for  correctness'  sake,  I  did  not  expect  that 

without  volatilizing,  and,  if  further  heated,  the  matter  would  be  made  public,  as  if  I  had 

yidds  several    products  of   decomposition  entered  into  a  spontaneous  arrangement  with 

containing  ammonia.  the  editor  of  that  publication.     I  beg  to  add 

Aconitine  is  soluble  in  50  parts  of  hot,  that,  on  seeing  tiie  advertisement  on  the 
and  in  150  parts  of  cold  water.    The  hot  cover  of  your  journal,  I  immediately  ad- 
solution  yields  no  deposit  on  cooling.      It  dressed  that  gentieman,   withdrawing   any 
diasolves  in  spirit  of  wine,   and  in  ether,  co-operation  whatever  in  this  matter. 
Chloride  of  platina  does  not  precipitate  its  I  am,  sir, 
solutions.     The  atomic  weight  is  at  present  Your  obedient  servant, 
unknown.  Mabsball  Hall. 

A  simplification  of  the  method  of  manu-  Manchester  Square,  Dec.  10, 18«3. 

facturingaconitine,  especially  if  a  larger  pro-  rn     •       u            j         •      i 

duct  could  be  obtained,  would  secure  to  tiic  ,  L??f"18  ****  "^^^  °»**  "^^^  **>«  preceding, 

medical  art  a  valuable  remedy.— HrfW^.  d.  ^  foUowing  notioe  appears  in  the  "  Medical 

Ckemie  wm  lAebig  u.  Poggendorff.  *^^  «;'  ^ 

The  Editor  of  the  Annate  qf  ChymUiry,  ^^e  may  announce,  that  we  commence 

from  whose  journal  we  extract  the  above,  »«*  "^^^  S^J^S  I>r.  Marshall  Hall  s  L«j- 

adda,  tiiat  he  has  had  occasion  to  prepare  ^  ("O?,  "> .  *»»««  of  dehve^  at   St. 

aconitine  several  times,  on  account  of  the  Thomas  s  Hospital)  on  tiic  Diagnosis,  Patho- 

ezorbttant  price  demanded  for  it  (3s.  per  ^^7f  f^^  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Ner- 

grain),  and  has  found  the  use  of  lime  far  ^^  System— a  set  reported  verbatim  ex- 

prefeiuble  to  ammonia,  whichlatter  is  directed  Vrtfsiy  for  tiie  Medical  Times,  and  carefully 

in  the  Ph  L  revised    by  the  distmguisbed  lecturer.  -^ 

Medical  TYmef,  Dec.  10th. 
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POOR   LAW.  LIST  OF  OBNTLRMBN  ADMZTTBD  MEMBVRS. 

Friday t  December  9,  1842. , 

J.  Robinson. -B.  A.  Smith.— P.  P.  TraTcre.— 
R.  Hajrne«.~H.  Adkins.— T.  O.  BeftlL-G.  Py- 
croft.— T.  Jone8..-~B.  EmpBOn.— T.  G.  Gordon.-^ 
H.  J.  Sanderson. 


To  ike  Sdiior  qftke  Medical  Gojede, 

Sir, 
A  PARAORAPH  has  appeared  in  some  of  the 
provincial  papers,  stating  that  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  have  removed  from  the 
medical  officers  under  their  control,  all 
members  of  the  profession  who  hold  either 
Scotch  degrees  in  medicine,  or  Scotch  di- 

flomas  of  surgery.     Is  this  statement  true  ? 
doubt  not  many  of  your  readers  would 
like  to  be  informed  on  this  point.    When  a 
reply  appears,  I  may,  perhaps,  communicate 
with  you  on  tiiis  subject. — I  remain,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
£.  M.  R. 
December  10, 1843. 

[Can  any  of  our  readers  inform  us  how 
the  hci  stands  ?«-Ed.  Gas.] 


MEDICAL  QUERIES. 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  answer  the 
following  queries : — 

A  person  dies  in  the  provinces  under 
suspidous  ctreumstances,  and  a  coroner's 
inquest  is  demanded. 

1.  The  opinion  of  a  member  of  the  Col- 
lege of  ^Surgeons  is  taken,  he  not  being  a 
Member  of  Apothecaries'  Hall. 

2.  The  opinion  of  a  member  of  the  Hall 
is  taken,  he  not  being  a  member  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons. 

3.  The  opinion  of  a  physician  is  taken, 
he  not  having  the  license  of  the  London 
College  of  Physicians. 

Now,  in  how  far  valid  is  the  opinion  of 
these  three  individuals,  and  in  what  instanoe 
would  the  verJict  of  the  jury  be  vidated, 
sedng  that  the  Act  says,  that  the  coroner  is 
to  apply  to  a  legal  practitioner. — I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Iatrob. 

tCan  any  of  our  readers  assist  us  in  an- 
swering our  correspondent  ? — Ed.  Gab.] 


A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  December  3,  1842. 

Small  Pox 16 

Measles  27 

Scarlatina  ao 

Hooping  Cough 91 

Croap  7 

Thrush    ; s 

Diarrhom    ^ 

Dysentery 4 

Cholera    0 

Tnflaenza 2 

Iypi».«»   «♦ 

Erysipelas la 

Syphms  0 

Ii  vdrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  I6I 

Diseases  of  the  Langs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessela ^ 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  liver,  and  other 

Oilcans  of  Digestion    8# 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  Jkc • 

Childbed "  I 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  See t 

Rheumatism s 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c. ...: s 

Ulcer    .,,,  0 

Fistnla \ 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c [[  0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat...: 8S 

Old  Af^e  or  Natural  Decay 70 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 

ranee n 

Causes  not  specified  a 

Deaths  from  all  Causes S83 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51®  37'  32"M 
Lonffitude  (fi  3' 51"  W.  of  Greenwich, 
December.     Thbkmomstxb.  Babomstk«. 


Wednesday    7 

from  35  to  40 

80*91  to  30*95 

Thursday  .    8 

30      39 

30-30 

30*99 

Ptiday.  .  .    f 

97      43 

3II'30 

30'a6 

Saturday  .  10 

34      49 

30-16 

30-09 

Sunday  .  .  11 

31      49 

90'« 

99*85 

Monday  .  .  12 

46      66 

99-74 

99-89 

Tuesday    .  IS 

50      67 

99*90 

99*96 

BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Chemistry  of  Animal  Bodies.  By  Thomas 
Thomson,  M.D.,  Regius  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  &c. 

On  Gravel,  Calculus,  and  Gout ;  chiefly 
an  Application  of  Professor  Liebig's  Physio- 
logy to  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of  these 
Diseases.  By  H.  Bence  Jones,  M.A.  Can- 
tab., Licentiate  of  the  College  of  Physicians, 
&c. 


Wind,  N.  W.  and  N.  on  the  8th  and  9th ;  other- 
wise S.  and  S.B. 

OenenUty  overcast :  sUght  fbg  in  the  mominn 
and  evenings  of  the  7th  and  8th:  a  little  imin^l 
on  the  evenings  of  the  9th  and  lOtb,  also  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th. 

Bain  fUlen,  *31  of  an  inch. 

Chaklbs  Hvnrt  Adams. 


NoTic«.— We  r««ret  that  we  have  been 
unable  to  insert  Mr.  Walne's  paper  in  oar 
present  number.    It  shall  appear  in  our  next. 

Wilson  9c  Ooilvt,  57,  dinner  Street,  London. 
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or 

£RtWim  anti  tl^e  Collateral  S^titntta. 


FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  23,  1842. 


LECTURES  protrudes,  and  white  lines  are  seen  on  tbe 

ON  THB  ^^'^  ®'  ^  abdomen.    Not  only  can  the 

sound  of  the  foetal  heart,  and  the  pulsation 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OP  of  the  uterine  blood-vessels,  be  distinctlf 

MIDWIFERY,  heard  during  the  latter  month,    but    the 

*x  ..        >.    ur    *nx    ^       ^CA  ry        >  movemcnts  of  the  foetus  can  be  felt  by 

Delwertdm  the  Theatre  of  Si.  George  e  ^piyi^g  the  hand  over  the  uterus.    The 

Hotpttal,  areolae  become  broad  and  dark,  and  the 

By  Robbrt  Lbs,  M.D.  F.R.S.  glands  around  the  nipples  enlarged,  and 

milk  is  often  secreted. 

Lecture  X.  ^^  ^^  ^"^^  ^  ^^  ninth  month,  if  the  abdo- 
^.  ,  J  ,  '  r  L  «  minal  parietes  be  cut  open  soon  after  death, 
Onjhe  growth  and  enlargemml  of  the  t*l«rtts  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^j^^^y  ^^  escaped,  the 
dunngpregnaficy,  and  the  itrueture  of  its  ^^^^  is  seen  of  a  pyriform  shapeTlike  a 
e^ts,  biood-veueU,  and  ab$arbenU,  at  the  end  ^^^  muscukr  sac  hatf  distended,  (JSupying 
of  the  mnth  month.  ^^^^  ^j^^j^  hypogastric,  umbilical,  and  epi- 
Cessation  of  the  catamenia,  sense  of  ful-  gastric  regions.  The  small  intestines  and 
ness,  weight  or  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  omentum  cover  its  fundus,  and  on  the  sides 
the  uterus  and  bladder,  irritability  of  sto-  it  is  surrounded  by  the  great  intestines, 
mach,  and  of  the  whole  nervous  and  vascular  The  peritoneum  which  covers  the  anterior 
systems,  are  the  most  common  symptoms  of  surface  of  the  uterus  is  in  immediate  contact 
eaj-Iy  pregnancy.  Though  the  uterus,  at  the  with  the  peritoneum  lining  the  abdonunal 
end  of  the  second  month,  be  nearly  twice  as  muscles.  The  nates  and  head  of  the  foetus 
laj^  as  in  the  unimpregnated  state,  its  cause  its  soft  plastic  walls  to  project  ezter- 
ftindus  cannot  be  felt  in  tiie  hypogastrium,  naUy  wherever  they  are  situated  within  ;  and 
and,  except  a  little  fulness  and  softness,  not  unfrequently  the  uterus  stretches  out 
there  is  no  change  in  the  orifice  and  cervix,  much  more  on  one  side  than  the  other. 
In  the  third  month,  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  The  figure  of  the  uterus  is  also  modified  by 
are  tMck  and  soft,  and  the  finger  can  be  all  the  parts  which  surround  it,  especially 
introduced  a  little  way  within  them,  and  the  by  the  spine,  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  the 
Nabothean  glands  felt  enlarged.  The  neck  abdominid  muscles,  which,  pressing  il  before 
of  the  uterus  is  also  thicker,  softer,  and  andbehind,  flatten  the  anterior  and  posterior 
more  elastic,  than  before  conception.  The  surfaces.  In  the  erect  position  of  the  body, 
fundus  uteri  can  sometimes  be  distinctly  especially  if  the  abdominal  muscles  are  re- 
perceived  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  at  the  laxed,  the  fundus  uteri  falls  forward,  so  that 
end  of  the  third  month,  but  pnore  frequently  the  axis  of  the  uterus  forms  a  great  angle 
it  cannot  before  the  end  of  the  fourth,  with  the  spinal  column  and  brim  of  the 
About  twelve  weeks  from  the  period  of  im-  pelvis,  and  approaches  the  horizontal  line, 
pregnation,  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  A  dull  sound  is  emitted  by  the  gravid  uterus 
the  walls  of  the  uterus  can  occasionally  be  on  percussion,  and  a  clear  sound  by  the 
heard ;  but  the  pulsations  of  the  foetal  heart  intestines  around  it.  Ovarian  cysts  and 
are  seldom  perceptible  before  the  fifth  month,  tumors  likewise  emit  a  dull  sound:  from 
The  body  of  the  uterus,  after  the  middle  this  circumstance,  and  from  the  unequal 
period  of  pregnancy,  continues  to  enlarge  resistance  they  afford  to  the  hand,  such 
till  the  end  of  the  ninth  month,  while  its  morbid  enlargements  are  more  frequently 
cervix  is  gradually  becoming  shorter,  and  mistaken  for  the  gravid  uterus  than  any  other 
the  orifice  Uiicker  and  softer.    The  umbilicus  uterine  tumors. 

786.— XXXI.  2  F 


«34    DR.  R.  LEE  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OP  MIDWIFERY. 


In  the  pre<!ediiig  figure  from  Dr.  Knater  Tlie  middle  cott  of  the  bumtn  gnrCd 

ira  repreKDted  the  gravid  utcnu  and  iti  nienu  is  evidentlf  conipOKd  of  mofcatar 

eonlMiU,  and  Uie  Tigina,  >t  the  beginning  (udcBli,  mixed  np  vith  ceUuliT  membrane, 

of   the-  fifth  mnnth   of   pngiHucj.      The  blood-Tcueli,  abtorbenti,  and  nerve*.     It 

ntenu    is    opened,    ihewing    the]  decidu.  ii  eraj  to  demooMrate  the  eiiitence  of  mna. 

thnmgh   whiiji   the   fsctoi   appear*    in    it*  cnlir  (ihrsa  in  die  uteri  of  qnadropedi,  *nd 

Bni*1  ittitDde,  with  the  head  orer  the  cenii.  to  trace  them  proceeding  in  ■  lODgitndinal 

One  tnrn  of  tlie  naTel-atring  it  ronnd  (he  direction  priacipallf  from  the  comaa  to  tlie 

nerk,  and  another  twisted  round    the   left  body  of  the  ntenu,  wliere  thej  become  ao 

■nkle,  and  tlie  left  arm  ia  applied  over  the  interlaced  that  it  ii  itnpouible  to  traee  tlieiD 

bee.     The  deddnal  cBrit;  ii  not  completelr  anj  further,  imd   ahew  their  canrae   aatia- 

obUterated.      The     cerrii    if    conmderabl;  &^rilj.     In  the  homan  aterai  it  i>  much 

ahortened,  aad  the  lips  thickened.  more  d^cult  to  trac«  the  conrte  and  arrange. 

From  this  cut  of  Dr.  Hunter's  apon  the  ment  of  the  moicnlar  (asdciili,  eies  more 

table,   and  from   tbii  engraviag,  (lee  top  difficnit  than  in  the  heart,  and  tbej  pivient 

of  neit  page)  Jtm  will  fbrm  a  correct  idea  little  ebe,  as  Dr.  Hanter  has  obierred,  bnt 

of  the  liie,  ntuatlon,  md  general  appear-  irregolaritj  md  confhnon.    "laawoman," 

ance,  wltich  the  gravid  Dt«nu  prewntaatthe  he  aap,"  who  died  tnen  daji  after  delivuy, 

end  of  the  ninth  month.  I  gave  np  the  ntema  to  the  examination  of 

Theae  diagianu  (see  flga.  1,  !,  and  3,  the  moacnlar  Gbrei,  and  traced  Oxai  Terr 

nait     page)     (from    Majgrier)      represent  tartfolly.     I  stretched  it  gradnallj  in  warm 

DotluDg  ^t  the  shortening  of  the  cervix  in  water,  then  inverted  it,  to  have  a  foil  view  of 

the  progress  of  pn^nancf.     1,  is  the  oa  its  inner  sarfkce.    Tie  remains  of  the  decidna 

nterl   in  the  early  months ;    2,  shews   the  had  been  melted  down,  and  passed  off  with 

cerrii  nterl  in  the  seventh  month  ;  and  3,  the  lochia,  so  that  the  fasciculated  stratum 

the  state  of  the  cenii  when  nearlj  abhtereted  of  mnscnlar  fibres  appeared  to  be  bare,  and 

before    labour   commencta.      Dr.     Mont-  to  make  the  internal  sorface  of  the  atenis. 

fOmerj'l  2d  fignie,  Plate  IX.,  shews  the  Id  a  great  nnmber  of  placea,  bat  particularly 

state  of  the  OB  nterl  in  ths  seventh  month  where   the    placenta    hod    been  filed,    tha 

taz  more  aecnrstelT  than  these  Ggnrei,  with  ftidenli  left  oval  spaces  between  them  for 

the  Nabothean  glands  developed  and  promi-  tbe  passage  of  arteries  and  veins,  somewhat 

nent,  and  a  notch  in  the  orifice  from  pre-  like  those  separationa  in  the  tendinona  fibres 

vians  delivesy.  of  the  abdomen  and  loina,  where  Tcssela 
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put  ont  to  tlie  ccUnlw  membnne  ui)  it)> 
'*.  Tbe  cerrix  nUri,  where  the 
D  nifK  uv  lituated,  had  not  auch 
or  M  laine  btcicnli  aa  the  reit  of 
a.  In  the  bodj  of  the  ntenu  the 
J  regnlarl;  circnlv.  The 
le  up  ot  two  concentric  dr- 
cnlar  plane*  of  fibrea,  at  the  verj  centre  of 
which  wia  the  Oiiflce  of  the  blloplon  tabe. 
Hie  better  to  conceiTe  thia  imuigement  of 
Ibeintemal  moacnlar  fibrea,  we  maj  mppoH 
Mch  comer  of  the  fundai  uteri,  where  the 
tube  ia  iiuerted,  to  b«  itretched  or  drawn 
ont,  ao  aa  to  make  two  hoini,  or  a  bifid 
ntenia,  h  in  the  quadruped ;  thai,  if  we 
naderitand  the  inner  fibrea  to  be  circnlar  in 


every  pairt  of  the  ntenu,  we  nndentand 
clearlr  how  they  will  be  drcoUr  in  the 
human  ntema  upon  Ita  bodj,  and  Ukewiae 
drcnlar  and  concentric  at  each  comer  of  the 
ntenia.  When  thii  Internal  atratom  waa 
remoTcd,  the  bacicnlated  appeannce  and 
regular  direction  of  the  fibrea  ww  lea*  and 
Icsa  apparent  In  proportion  a*  I  diaaected 
Ontwardi;  whichaeemed,inagrealnieanire, 
to  be  owing  to  the  infinite  number  of  tbe 
branehea  and  eommonicationa  of  the  large 

The  ntenu  and  ila  appenda^ea  aie  anpplied 
with  blood  from  tbe  apermatie  and  h^pogaa- 
trie  arteriea.  The  ipermatica,  after  aending 
branehea  to  the  tobea  and  oiaria,  paa*  down 
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to  the  uterus,  and  there  anastomose  on  its  see  how  very  large  the  veins  are  in  the  wail 

sides  with  the  uterine  branches  of  the  hyjK)-  of  the  uterus  to  which  the  placenta  is  at- 

gastrics.      You  have   seen,   from    injected  tached.      From   this   preparation  70a  will 

preparations,  that   the  upper  part   of  the  easily  perceive  how  readily  the  venoua  dr^ 

uterus  is  chiefly  supplied  by  the  spermatic  culation  in  the  uterus  and  placenta  maybe 

arteries,    and   the    body,   and    cervix,   and  interrupted  by  all  the  different  derangements 

vagina,  solely  by  the  hypogastrics.     At  the  of  function  in  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  vis- 

full  period  of  pr^;nancy  all '  these  arteries  cera,  and  how  important  it  must  be  to  ob- 

and  veins  of  the  uterus  are  greatly  enlarged,  viate  all  obstructions  in  these  during  preg- 

When  the  arteries,  which  are  always  tortuous,  nancy. 

reach  the  uterus,  they  do  not  run  any  dis-  Dr.  Hunter  states  that  Mr.  Cniikshank 
tance  under  the  peritoneum,  but  imme-  was  the  first  who  observed  at  the  Anatomical 
diately  plunge  into  the  muscular  coat,  and  School  of  Great  Windmill  Street,  the  lym- 
pass  toward  the  inner  surface,  and  especially  phatics  in  the  gravid  uterus,  and  that  he  in- 
to the  part  where  the  placenta  is  athiched,  jected  them  with  great  success  in  several 
ramifying  as  they  proceed.  Those  branches  subjects.  *'  They  are  more  numerous,"  he 
which  reach  the  lining  membrane  terminate  adds,  '*  and  many  of  them  larger  than  could 
in  the  tortuous  canals  in  the  placental  de-  be  imagined :  from  which  it  is  manifest  that 
cidua.  Those  which  do  not  arrive  at  the  a  copious  absorption  is  carried  on  in  the 
inner  surface  ramify  upon  the  coats  of  the  uterus  towards  the  mother.  The  lymphatics 
veins.  The  veins  appear  to  be  enlarged  pervade  its  substance  universally :  its  peri- 
even  in  a  still  greater  degree  than  the  toneal  coat  appears  like  that  of  a  calfs  spleen, 
arteries.  In  no  organ  of  the  body  does  to  be  interwoven  with  a  crowded  plexus  of 
there  exist  such  a  vast  collection  of  large  these  vessels;  and  where  they  get  to  the 
veins  as  in  the  gravid  uterus  at  the  full  sides  of  the  uterus,  when  filled  with  mer- 
period.  If  the  veins  could  all  be  dissected  cury,  some  of  them  are  even  larger  than 
out  and  put  together,  they  would  form  a  a  goose-quill.  Some  are  remarkably  varicose, 
membranous  expansion  of  great  extent ;  so  or  enlarged  at  particular  places.  They  pass 
great  that  I  am  almost  afraid  to  state  the  from  the  sides  of  the  uterus,  many  with  the 
extent  of  surface  which  I  believe  they  would  spermatic  vessels,  but  the  greater  number 
cover.  They  are  also,  like  the  arteries,  and  the  larger  with  the  hypogastrics.  Of 
chiefly  situated  in  that  part  of  the  uterus  these  last,  some  pass  into  gleinds  on  die  side 
where  the  placenta  is  attached  ;  and  if  the  of  the  vagina,  others  meet  with  no  glands 
placenta  be  removed,  you  will  see  the  veins  till  they  have  reached  the  side  of  the  pelvis, 
opening  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  by  when  they  run  into  the  glands  of  the  iliac 
large  oblique  apertures  with  smooth  edges,  plexus  ;  from  both  of  wluch  they  pass  into 
In  this  preparation  the  placenta  is  partially  the  lumbar  plexus,  where  they  are  lost 
separated,  and  bristles  have  been  introduced  among  the  absorbents  of  the  lower  extremi- 
into  these  valvular-like  venous  openings  in  ties,  and  the  external  parts  of  generation, 
the  lining  membrane.  These  veins  have  no  Besides  the  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  uterus, 
proper  valves,  so  that  if  water,  or  any  fluid,  there  are  others,  as  we  hinted  above, 
be  thrown  into  the  trunks  of  the  hypogastric  belonging  to  the  ovaria  and  fallopian  tubes, 
and  spermatic  veins,  it  will  flow  in  a  full  which  foUow  the  course  of  the  spermatic  ar- 
Btream  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  It  is  teries  and  vems.  They  anastomose  with  the 
in  this  way,  I  conceive,  and  also  from  the  lymphatics  of  the  uterus,  and  terminate  in 
exposed  arteries,  that  such  immense  quanti-  glands  %hich  are  placed  upon  the  sides  of 
ties  of  blood  are  often  discharged  in  so  short  the  lumbar  vetebrse,  near  the  origin  of  these 
a  time  from  the  uterus  during  labour.  In  blood-vessels  :  here  they  become  mixed  with 
the  uteri  of  some  great  quadrupeds,  as  the  the  l3rmphatic8ofthe  lumbar  plexus,  and  enter 
mare,  the  veins  have  valves,  but  not  with  them  into  the  lower  end  of  the  thoradc 
so  perfect  as  to  prevent  injections  passing  duct.  The  spermatic  lymphatics  enlarge 
from  their  trunks  to  their  branches.  If  during  pregnancy,  in  the  same  manner  as 
you  trace  the  veins  in  the  human  uterus  the  blood-vessels  :  and  for  this  reason  they 
from  these  smooth  openings  in  the  lining  are  both  readily  seen  and  injected.  The  rea- 
membrane,  you  wUl  see  them  entering  ob-  son  why  the  blood-vessels,  lymphatics,  and 
liquely  into  one  another,  and  increasing  in  nerves  of  the  ovaria,  and  the  faUopian  tubes, 
size  as  they  reach  the  surface  and  sides  of  have  their  origin  in  the  loins,  is  the  same 
the  uterus.  I  have  filled  the  whole  venous  with  that  of  the  origin  of  similar  vessels  and 
system  of  the  uterus  by  tying  the  trunks  of  nerves  in  the  male ;  they  are  not  placed  in 
the  spermatic  and  hypogastric  veins,  and  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  in  the  early  foetal 
pouring  injection  into  the  cavity  of  the  state,  but  upon  the  psose  muscles,  some  little 
uterus.  In  this  gravid  uterus  at  the  full  way  under  the  kidneys.  It  is  natural,  there* 
period,  the  aorta  and  its  branches,  and  the  fore,  that  these  vessels  and  nerves  should 
vena  cava  and  the  iliac  veins  in  the  muscular  arise  near  the  vessels  and  nerves  of  these 
coat,  are  filled  with  injection,  and  you  can  organs.*'   It  is  here  said  that  the  absorbents 
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pervade  the  substanceof  the  uterus  universally,  and  present  a  very  beautiful  appearance, 
bttttheircourseand  structure  are  not  described,  Small  arteries  injected  witli  vermilion,  and 
and  it  is  not  stated  that  they  were  traced  even  filaments  of  nerves,  are  distinctly  seen 
to  the  inner  surface,  and  that  they  had  valves,  ramifying  upon  the  the  coats  of  the  absor- 
When  at  Glasgow  some  yenn  ago,  I  ne-  bents.  (Several  inches  ofone  of  the  absorbent 
glected  to  enquire  about  these  preparations  trunks  have  been  cut  out  and  suspended  in 
made  by  Mr.  Cruikshank,  whether  they  had  spirit  to  shew  this,  and  it  forms  an  interesting 
been  preserved  in  the  Museum.  If  they  preparation)  [exhibiting  it.]  I  thought  this 
had,  1  think  Dr.  Bums  would  have  described  was  the  first  time  the  arteries  of  the  coats  of 
the  absorbents  of  the  uterus  more  minutely  the  uterine  absorbents  had  been  seen,  but  I 
than  he  has  done.  He  says  merely,  that  they  was  mistaken,  for  Cruikshank  describes  the 
are  large  and  numerous.  Having  sacrificed  arteries  of  these  vessels.  I  believe,  however, 
all  the  gravid  uteri  which  I  have  met  with  this  is  the  first  time  filaments  of  nerves  have 
to  nerves,  and  blood-vessels,  and  other  struc-  been  seen  on  the  coats  of  the  absorbents,  which 
tures,  I  regret  extremely  that  I  have  no  pre-  proves  that  they  have  nervi  add  vasa  vasorum, 
paration  to  demonstrate  the  absorbents  of  the  like  blood-vessels.  Under  the  peritoneum 
Ikuman  gravid  uterus,  and  I  have  never  seen  of  the  left  horn  of  this  uterus,  you  can  see 
a  preparation  in  which  they  were  injected,  numerous  small  ab^rbent  vessels  entering  a 
Tliere  were  some,  I  am  imformed,  in  the  sac  about  the  size  of  a  large  pin's-head  :  from 
collection  of  Sir  Charles  Bell,  which  went  to  this  sac  you  can  see  three  absorbent  vessels 
Edinburgh,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  passing  out,  which  have  also  been  filled  with 
them.  I  have  often  traced  absorbents  with  the  blue  injection,  and  which  run  forward  about 
spermatic  vessels  to  the  uterus,  and  also  with  half  an  inch,  and  enter  another  oblong  sac 
the  hypogastric,  but  never  into  the  substance  about  twice  the  size  of  the  first.  Numerous 
df  the  uterus  to  any  distance,  and  I  do  not  minute  absorbents  enter  this  second  sac, 
know  any  thing  of  their  course  except  from  which  is  much  thicker  than  any  of  the  absor- 
what  I  have  seen  in  cases  of  uterine  inflam-  bents  entering  it,  or  indeed  than  the  trunk  of 
mation  after  delivery,  where  they  were  dis-  the  absorbents  near  the  neck  of  the  uterus, 
tended  with  putf,  and  where  they  appeared  to  From  the  second  lymphatic  sac  a  large  ab- 
accompany  the  veins ;  bad  a  beaded  appear-  ^prbent  vessel  passes  out,  which  proceeds 
ance,  with  numerous  valves,  and  their  coats  d()wn  to  the  body  of  the  uterus,  receiving 
were  thin  and  transparent.  They  are  seen  ctimerous  other  branches,  and  gradually  en- 
distended  with  pus  in  this  drawing,  and  in  larging  till  it  attains  the  size  of  a  small  goose- 
these  coloured  plates  of  Cruveilhier  and  qnill.  I  suspect  that  these  lymphatic  sacs 
Cars  well.  There  are  two  views  of  the  healthy  are  analogous  to  those  which  exist  in  rep- 
absorbents  of  the  uterus  in  Mascagni's  plates,  tUes,  which  are  called  lymphatic  hearts,  and 
and  also  in  M.  Moreau's  work,  which  I  now  that  they  collect  and  propel  the  fluid  along 
shew  you.  the  absorbents. 

Malpighi  describes  the  absorbents  of  the         If  the  absorbents  of  the  human  uterus  are 

uterus  in  some  quadrupeds,  and  he  says  they  equally  developed  during  gestation,  and  Dr. 

form  a  great  system  of  vessels.     In  this  Hunter's  description  ofthem  makes  it  certain 

gravid  uterus  of  the  mare,  [placed  before  you]  that  they  are  so,  if  is  obvious  that  they  are 

they  have  been  very  successfully  injected  intended  to  perform  another  function  besides 

with  blue  size,  and  their  course  traced  from  that  of  carrying  on  *'  a  copious  absorption 

the  horns  of  the  uterus  down  to  the  cervix  in   the  uterus  towards  the  mother  during 

accompanying    the    trunks    of  the  uterine  pregnancy.''      The  sudden  removal  of  the 

branches  of  the  hypogastric  veins.     You  will  uterine  structures  after  delivery  by  absorp- 

see  that  the  trunks  of  the  absorbents  chiefly  tionis  probably  the  most  important  office  they 

follow  the  veins,  and  that  they  are  provided  perform,  and  the  cause  of  their  enlargement 

with  numerous  valves,  which  are  so  perfect  to  such  a  vast  size  during  the  latter  months 

that  neither  air,  mercury,  nor  size,  can  be  of  pregnancy. 

made  to  pass  into   them  in  the  retrograde 

direction.     I  introduced  first  a  small  blow- 
pipe into  one  of  the  branches  in  the  right  aBMOVAL  or  a 

horn,  and  the  air  ran  forward  and  fiUed  the  DROPSICAL  OVARIUM,  ENTIRE, 
whole  vessel,  which    was    perfectly  trans- 
parent to  the  neck  of  the  uterus.    Having         by  thb  large  abdominal  section. 
sucoeeded  in  filling  them  with  air,  I  did  g^  p   Henry  Walnb,  Esa. 

BO  with  mercury,  and  it  also  flowed  forr 
ward,  but  it  was  too  heavy,  and  soon  burst  (For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.) 

through  their  delicate  coats.  Size  being  much  

lighter,  after  allowing  all  the  mercury  to  . 

escape,  it  was  thrown  in,  and  has  been  re-  It   is  now  about  twenty  years  since 

tained,  and  all  the  absorbento,  at  least  all  the  that  able  physiologist  and  discriminat- 

principal  branches,  are  filled  with  blue  size,  ing  physician,  Dr.  James  Blundell,  in 
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calling  the  attention  of  surgeons  to  a  Not  k>jng  after  the  publication  of 
series  of  facts  and  experiments  calcu-  Dr.  Blundell's  Physiological  Re- 
lated to  illustrate  its  truth,  made  this  searches,  which  were  the  substance  of 
observation : — "  Of  all  the  branches  of  papers  read  to  the  Medico-Chiruigical 
surgery,  there  is  none,  I  conceive.  Society  several  years  previously,  some 
which  in  this  countrv  admits  of  greater  accounts  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
improvement  than  the  surgery  of  the  Lizars,  of  Edinburgh,  of  so  surprising  a 
abdomen ;"  and  in  prosecuting  his  character,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
comprehensive  view  of  the  subject,  very  imperfect,  that  they  did  not  gain 
among  other  suggestions,  foreign  to  immediate  or  general  credence;  bat' 
my  present  purpose,  he  advanced  the  which  have  since  been  admitted  to  be 
opinion  that  "  extirpation  of  the  unquestionably  true.  By  these  it  was 
ovarian  cyst  in  scirrhus  combined  with  shewn  that  Dr.  M'Dowal,  of  Danville,  in 
dropsy,  Or  in  simple  dropsy,"  would,  as  Kentucky,  had,  as  early  as  1809,  sue- 
an  operation,  "ultimately  come  into  cessfnlly  performed  one  operation  for 
general  use."  He  was  enabled,  indeed,  extirpation  of  a  diseased  ovary,  prac- 
to  r^fer  to  two  cases  only,  in  which  an  tlsing  an  extensive  incision  into  the 
operation  had  been  performed,  coming  abdomen ;  and  between  that  period,  a^d 
so  immediately  under  his  notice  as  to  May  1816,  two  other  nearly  similar 
justify  citation,  one  of  which  was  sue-  operations.  Mr.  Lizars  not  only  pub* 
cessful,  and  one  otherwise.  lished  these  accounts,  but  having  him- 

Of  these  two  cases,  one  certainly,  that  self  made  a  succession  of  trials,  of  a 

of  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  was  treated  by  bold  and  enterprising  character,   di- 

what  may  now  be  best  distinguished  by  rected  to  the  same  great  object  which  had 

the  term  minor  operation,*  tne  incision  occupied  the  mind  of  Dr.  Blundell,  and 

into  the  abdomen,  as  we  learn  from  the  adventurous  spirit  of  Dr.  M'Dowal 

another  source,  being  of  three  inches  and  Dr.  Nathan  Smith — yiz.  the  cure  of 

extent  only,  and  reduction  of  the  bulk  an  otherwise  hopeless  disease — ^had  the 

of  the  tumour  having  been  effected  by  manly  candour,  and  moral   courage, 

tapping    the   cyst,    and    withdrawing  equalling  his  surgical  intrepidity,  to 

eight  pints  of  fluid  before  extraction  of  give  to  the  professional  world  a  full 

the  sac  itself.    It  is  worthy  of  remark  narrative  of  his  unsuccessful  attempts  ; 

that  adhesion  of  the  cyst  to  the  omen-  coupled,  however,  with  one  triumphant 

tum  existed  in  this  instance,  and  was  case  of  the  major  operation,  in  which, 

divided  by  the  knife,  yet  the  patient  throueh  an  opening  of  twelve  inches 

recovered.  into  the  abdominal  cavitv,  he  had  sue- 

It  does  not  appear  quite  clearly,  by  ceeded  in  removing  a  large  diseased 
Dr.  Blundell's  short  account  of  the  ovarium,  complicated  with  ascites  to 
other  case,  (^ven  with  other  objects  the  extent  of  a  gallon  and  a  half  of 
than  its  description),* what  exact  steps  serous  fluid.  His  patient  so  completely 
constituted  the  operation,  but  I  infer  recovered  that  she  paid  a  visit  to  Lon- 
that  a  more  extensive  incision  was  don  by  the  invitation  of  Dr.  Blundell, 
practised,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  and  the  most  incredulous  were  con- 
sac  bei  ng  "  drawn  forth  before  it  was  cut  vinced  of  the  practicability,  at  least,  of 
into  ;"  yet  it  could  not  have  been  per-  this  form  of  operation.  StiU,  however, 
formed  by  the  full-sized  abdominal  an  extraordinanr  apathy  on  the  subject 
section,  to  which  the  name  of  major  continued  to  aflect  the  whole  profession 
operation  justly  appliesf.  in  Great  Britain,  and  I  am  not  aware 

•To  re.de;.~who~h.ve  onlv  sUgbtly  or  never  Jjj^*  ^5"  ^P^^Jj?"  ^^  ^^^''  ^  T^"* 

before  fdven  any  attention  to  thiBfabject,  it  may  these  few  months,  been  repeated  by  a 

be  desirable  to  remark  that  two  tormi  of  opera-  British  SUrfifeon ;  and  I  believe  that  it 

tiou  have  been  proposed  for  the  cure  of  ovarian  «««.o»    Ko,!    K«««    «^w«r«.»»«^  .«*   «ii    ;« 

encysted  dropncalidiseafle,  chiefly  distin^iahed  ?.      ,     5        been   performed  at  all   m 

by  the  circumstance  of  the  one  being  practised  England,  before  Dr.  Charles  Clay,  of 

^e'J^i^H^^^^;^A^^  Manchester  on  the  lah  of  September 


ilrrt  tapped,  then  drawn  out,  and  in  the  third    country  by    several  gentlemen,    with 
place  cut  into,  and  away.**  vaiious  success,  but  it  is  clearly  shewn 
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to  be  inapplicable  to  a  lar^  proportion  closes  the  wound.    These  are  circum- 

of  the  examples  of  the  disease  which  stances  which  the  experienced  operator 

come  under  treatment*  can  appreciate,  and  if  he  should  not  be 

.    Between  four  and  five  months  a^  blindea  by  an  undue  apprehension  of 

a  case  of  ovarian  disease  presented  it-  peritoneal  inflammation,  he  will  be  sure 

self  which  I  thought  might  be  treated  to  estimate  highly  such  palpable  ad- 

by  operation,  with  a  reasonable  pros-  vantages, 
pect  of  success,  as  it  held  out  the  pro-        To  proceed  with  the  case : — 

bability  of  freedom  from  adhesion,  and        Mrs.  F ^  of  -— «-  Street,  Marylc- 

did  not  appear  to  be  of  a  very  solid  bone,  st.  58,  applied  to  me  some  time  in 
character.  An  accidental  disturbance  themonthof  July  with  great  abdominal 
of  the  health  of  mv  patient,  and  the  enlargement,  equalling  indeed  that  of 
period  reauired  for  her  comfortable  re-  pregnancv  at  the  full  period.  The  ca- 
storation  by  a  visit  to  the  country,  had  tamenia  had  ceased  four  years.  She 
served  to  postpone  my  purpose,  so  that  used  to  be  subject  to  fioodings.  Had 
by  the  time  at  which  i  had  proposed  given  birth  to  five  living  children, 
to  operate.  Dr.  C.  Clay's  first  case  was  and  miscarried  several  times,  A 
published;  and  this  served  to  decide  my  rounded  prominence  of  the  abdomen, 
choice  of  operation.  I  determined  to  of  a  circumscribed  character,  with  flue- 
extirpate  the  diseased  ovarium  by  the  tuation,  and  moveable  as  a  whole,  was 
large  abdominal  section,  and  found  a  found  on  examination ;  whilst  the 
ready  approval  of  my  purpose  on  the  health  was  good,  and  there  was  no 
part  of  Dr.  Blundell,  wnose  careful  in-  sign  of  general  dropsy  present  She 
▼estigation  of  the  case  had  already  con-  had  observed  her  gradual  increase  of 
firmed  m^own  opinion  of  its  nature.  size  for  more  than  two  years,  and,  as 

Accordon^y  I  arrangjed  for  the  per-  she  could  not  account  for  it,  had  lately 
formance  of  the  operation  on  the  6th  felt  uneasy  on  the  subject,  thoush  it 
of  November,  but  nad  the  still  farther  caused  her  no  pain,  and  was,  indeed, 
aatisfaction  of  8eein£[  Dr.  Clay's  second  only  an  encumbrance,  and  made  her 
successful  case  in  print  on  the  5th,  and  unpleasantly  remarkable.  From  8crob« 
of  receiving  the  same  day  an  obhging  cordis  to  pubes  was  I7i  inches;  her 
answer  to  two  or  three  inquiries  as  to  circumference  was  37^  inches.  I  pro- 
minor  details  of  the  operation,  which,  nounced  her  case,  on  investigation,  one 
though  a  stranger  to  nim,  I  had  not  of  ovarian  disease,  and  after  a  few  in- 
hesitated  to  make.  terviews,  referred  her  for  confirmation 

My  reasons  for  preferring  to  operate  of  m^  opinion  to  Dr.  Blundell.  Having 
by  the  larger  section  were  these  :  that  obtained  this,  I  began  to  hint  at  the 
It  does  not  appear  that  a  less  extent  of  means  of  cure,  and  having  gradually 
wound  diminishes  the  danger  of  the  ope-  gained  her  confidence  more  and  more, 
ration  in  any  material  degree,  if  at  all ;  and  as  gradually  intimated  mv  purpose ; 
and  that  the  complications  which  oc-  not  concealing  from  her  or  ner  family 
casionally  present  without  being  fore-  the  risk  attending  the  measure;  after 
seen,  and  which,  indeed,  do  not  admit  the  cause  ofpostponement  above  alluded 
of  being  foreseen  in  every  instance,  can  to  had  been  removed,  fixed  the  day  of 
be  better  appreciated,  and  more  suit-  operation,  with  her  ready  and  foil  con- 
ably  dealt  witn  by  the  sureeon,  through  currence,  and  enlisted  my  friendly  co- 
a  free  opening  than  througn  a  small  one.  adj  utors  for  the  occasion.    A  few  hours 

For  example,  the  eflfusion  of  blood,  before  the  time  appointed,  I  went  over 

or  the  escape  of  fluid  from  the  cyst  into  the  steps  of  the  operation  with  a  part  of 

the  peritoneum,  either  of  which  is  a  most  these  mends;   to  one  of  whom  was 

danf^rous   complication  of  the    difi[l-  assigned  the  charge  of  the  tumour,  ex- 

culties  inseparable  from  any  method  of  elusive  of  all  otner  engagements ;  to 

operating,  can  with  no  certainty  be  another,  that  o^  covering  the  exposed 

avoided  in  the  minor,  but  mav   as-  interior  parts  by  Uie  (^vided  skin,  the 

suredly  be  remedied   if  they    should  moment  opportunity  should  oflTer.    The 

occur  in   the  major  operation.    Adhe-  temperature  of  the  room  was  to  he 

sions,  too,  can  be  divided,  the  parts  can  raised   rather   above  70^  Fah. ;    and 

be   cleansed   and  arteries   tied   with  means  were  adopted  to  secure  it  from 

facility,  if  necessary,  and  the  operator's  change  in  this  respect  as  much  as  pos- 

mind  freed  from  ooubt  as  to  the  state  sible.    A  mild  dose  of  aperient  medi- 

of  the  internal  parts,  before  he  carefully  cine,    given  over    night,  not   having 
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acted,  an  enema,  administered  half  an  tying  the  two  halves  of  the  pedicle 

hour  before  the  time  named,  gave  the  separately,  I  now  tied  one  of  them,  bat 

required  relief.  in  doing  so  the  silk  broke.    The  re- 

Dr.   Blundell,    Mr.    Vincent,    Mr!  maining  one  was  used  for  introducing 

L.  Beale,  Mr.  Law,  and  Dr.  Freund,  a  second  double  ligature,  with  which 

of   Vienna,  were  punctual,  and    be-  the  former  had  to  be  replaced.    After 

tween  3  and  4  o'clock,  p.m.,  the  pa-  tving  the  pedicle,  I  divided  it  between 

tient  was  placed  upon  a  couch,  with  tne  tumour  and  the  part  tied,  and,  hav- 

her  feet  upon  the  ground  at  its  end,  ing  done  so,  had  the  satisfaction  to  see 

and  her  back  supported  by  |>illows.  the  huee  mass  of  more  than  16  lbs. 

Some  little   preliminary  examination  weight  lifted  from  its  place,  and  carried 

having  been  made,  and  myself  and  away  by  Mr.  Law,  no  adhesions  what- 

more  nxed  assistants  having  taken  our  ever  interfering.    I  now  examined  the 

posts,  myself  seated  on  her  rieht,  for  cut  end  of  the  pedicle,  and  tied  a  con- 

the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  I  com-  siderable  artery.    At  this  period  the 

menced  with  an  exploratory  incision  of  patient  became  very  sick,  and  made 

the   integuments    and   tendinous    ex-  repeated  efforts  to  vomit,  but  nothing 

pansion,  and  then  of  the  peritoneum,  was  brought  up. '  Dr.  Freund  had  been 

to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half,  in  charge  of  the  divided  intc^guments, 

A  finger  was  passed  on  each  side  into  and  closed  them  over  the  abidominal 

the   peritoneal  cavity,  and   the  flue-  viscera,  securing  the  intestines  from 

tuating  cyst  distinguished  quite  clearly,  exposure  to  air  as  much  as  possible. 

No  fluid  escaped.    I  now  proceeded  Whilst  the  retching  efforts  continued 

with  the  scalpel  to  enlarp;e  the  incision  I  aided  him  in  this  work,  and  my  other 

fibm  above  downwards,  including  that  friends  were  taking  every  care  of  the 

already  made,  to  the  leneth  of  thirteen  patient  in  other  respects.    When  these 

inches,  or  a  little  more,  first  in  the  in-  had  ceased  I  again  looked  for  bleeding 

teguments,  avoiding  the  umbilicus,  and  vessels ;   but  as  there  was  a  eenersl 

auerwards  in  the  peritoneum,  from  the  oozing,  rather  than  any  other  Sj/rm  of 

small  opening,  with  a  probe-pointed  bleeding,  it  was  agreed  to  tie  the  pedi- 

bistoury,  guided  by  two  fingers  of  my  cle  in  its  entire  circumference,  some 

left  hand,  upwards  and  then  down-  notion  prevailing  that  the  needle  might 

wards  to  the  same  extent,  being  from  have  severed  a  vessel  at  a  distance  from 

about  ihree  inches  below  the  scrobicu-  the  cut  sur&ce.    I  accordingly  did  this 

lus  cordis  to  within  one  and  a  half  of  with  double  stay  silk.  Bleeding  ceased, 

the  pubes.     This   accomplished,  the  the  wound^  was    cleansed,  the   other 

wound  began  to  expand  on  each  side,  ovary  examined  by  Dr.  Blundell,  and 

and  the  tumour  to    advance   gently,  nothing  remained  to  be  done  but  to 

but  more  brisklv  when    its   greatest  close  and  stitch  the  wound.     About 

bulge  had  passed  through  the  wound ;  a  dozen  of  interrupted  sutures  through 

demonstrating  the  propriety  of  some  the    integuments,    which     had    been 

one  being  appointed  for  its  manage-  marked  before  the  operation  for  our 

ment,  and  givmg  the  most  satisfactory  guidance  at   this  moment,  served  to 

evidence  of  its  being  mainly  free  from  bring  the  parts  together.    Long  pads 

unnatural  attachment.    It  had  not  been  of  lint  were  laid  down  each  side  of  the 

ascertained  with  certainty  which  ovary  abdomen  a  little  away  from  the  wound, 

was  afiected,  but  the  right  was  suspected  and  strips  of  a  mild  adhesive  plaister 

to  be  the  one,  and  so  it  proved,    l  now  carried  over  them  from  one  side  of  the 

passed  two  fingers  behind  the  broad  body  to  the  other.    A  broad  bandage, 

ligament,  and  Mr.  Law  sustained  the  entire  at  the  middle,  but  slit  up  into 

tumour,  which  might  otherwise  have  eight  roller-heads,  and  previously  laid 

fallen  forwards,     with  a  needle,  having  readv  beneath  her  back,  was   made 

its  eve  near  the  point,  and  fixed  in  a  comfortably  tight,  and  the  ends,  after 

handle,  guided  by  the  two  fingers,  I  once  encircling  her,  tied  on  alternate 

Sassed  a  double  ligature  behind  the  pe-  sides  of  the  patient's  abdomen.    This 

icle,  and  thrusting  the  needle  through  seemed  to  give  her  a  satisfieustoxy  feeling 

the  middle  of  that  part,  brought  its  of  security,  and  drew  from  her  a  remark 

point  forward.    The  ligature  was  di-  of  approval. 

vided,  and  disentangled  finom  the  needle,        At  the  conclusion  of  the  operation, 

which  was  then  withdrawn.    The  tails  her  pulse  was  76,  counted  by  Dr.  Blun- 

of  the   ligature   being   adjusted   for  dell :  it  had  been  exactly  that  number 
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when  reckoned  by  myself  the  evening  repeated,  which  relieved  the  slight  un- 

before:   she  was,  however,  pale  ana  easiness  of  the  stomach.     The  total 

cold,  and  when  laid  in  bed  rec[nested  abstinence    observed  throughout   the 

to  have  something  given  to  quiet  her  day  was  in  accordance  with  her  own 

nerves :  a  bottle  of  hot  water  was  put  feeling  as  well  as  my  wish, as  "she  often 

to  her  feet,  she  was  well  covered  up,  ate  nothing  for  two  days  or  more  when 

and   an  anodyne   administered,  with  her  stomacn  was  out  of  sorts." 

directions   to   repeat  it  in  an  hour:  8th.  —  The  second   night  was  not 

it   waa    composed   of   ^    gr.  Morph.  equally  good;  indeed,  she  had  been 

Acetat.  and  ^iss.  Mist.  Camph, ;  and  somewhat  hot  and  restless,  but  still 

was  so  repeated.    At  5  o'cK)ck,  her  p|erspirin^.    The  thirst  continued,  and 

guise  was  82.  When  I  visited  her  at  sickness  nad  twice  or  thrice  occurred 
,  it  was  96.  She  had  become  warm  in  the  night.  Small  quantities  of  soda- 
after  the  anodyne,  and  having  slept  water,  not  in  its  full  activity,  were  now 
two  hours,  was  now  perspirine  freelv.  allowed,  and  she  took  a  bottle  and  a 
From  this  time  she  was  neither  cold  half  in  the  course  of  the  day.  I  visited 
nor  had  chilly  sensation :  on  waking  her  four  times,  and  the  pulse  was 
from  her  sound  sleep,  she  was  at  first  a  noted  at  each  of  the  visits  twice,  the 
little  confused,  but  this  soon  ceased,  catheter,  except  at  mid-day,  being  used 
and  she  was  generally  ouite  clear  and  between  makmg  the  first  and  second 
calm  in  mind.     When  toe  pedicle  was  note. 

tied  the  first  time,  she  had  complained  .  9  a.m.  a  p.m.  9  p.m.  194  p.m. 
of  some  pain  in  the  loins,  and  still  more  *®*  '"*i  ^^  92  96  84 
at  the  second  tying  of  that  part ;  a  2d  do.  88  91  92  84 
general  smarting  of  the  wound  was  Biv.  of  urine  onlj  withdrawn  in  the 
also,  of  course,  lelt.  These  continued  morning.  I  was  induced  by  this  cir- 
between  two  and  three  hours,  but  had  cumstance  to  omit  the  use  of  thecathe- 
now  subsided  almost  entirely.  A  sen-  ter  at  2  o'clock.  In  the  evening  I 
sation  of  throbbing  succeeded,  which  received  two  messages,  and  at  9  o'clock 
also  ceased  in  the  course  of  the  ni^ht.  found  her  very  uneasy,  with  a  strong 
At  12  o'clock,  I  paid  her  my  final  visit,  desire  to  pass  urine  and  stool,  but 
and  drew  off  five  ounces  of  urine.  She  afraid  to  make  any  effort.  The  cathe- 
had  slept  three  hours  since  8  o'clock  :  ter  and  an  enema  of  warm  water  af- 
pulse  94  before,  89  after  the  use  of  the  forded  great  relief.  Flatus  passed 
catheter.  No  unfiivourable  symptoms,  from  the  bowels^and  |vi.  of  urine  were 
Nov.  7th. — I  visited  her  at  9  a.m.,  4,  withdrawn.  Yomitin?  and  occasional 
and  11  P.M.,  and  each  time  used  the  eructation  of  wind  had  occurred.  She 
catheter,  withdrawing  in  all  i4i  ounces  had  changed  her  posture  in  bed  several 
of  urine.  The  pulse  at  each  visit  re-  times,  and  was  not  easily  restrained 
spectively  90,  96,  86  when  asleep,  90  from  makine  imprudent  sudden  move- 
aJter^awaking.  Having  passed  a  com-  ments  in  ner  state  of  uneasiness, 
fortable  night,  at  least  lileeping  great  During  my  9  o'clock  visit  this  was 
part  of  the  time,  she  also  slept  a  good  very  much  the  case,  and  after  one  of 
deal  in  the  da^ ;  was  free  from  pain,  her  movements  of  this  kind  she  be- 
had  no  abdominal  tenderness,  except  came  alarmed  by  feeling  something 
in  the  line  of  the  wound,  and  no  dis-  hot  on  the  skin  of  the  al^omen.  On 
tension,  flatulency,  or  sickness ;  she  examination  I  found  serum  trickline 
perspired  freely,  and  was  comfortably  down  the  skin  from  the  wound.  I^ 
warm.  Had  taken  nothing  but  toast-  afterwards  suspected  that  the  ligatures* 
water,  and  as  too  little  of  this  even  had  which  had  been  left  out  about  two 
been  given,  in  the  great  caution  used  inches  from  the  pubic  end  of  the 
to  avoid  distension  from  an  v  cause,  wound  must  have  been  pulled  a  little 
was  rather  diirsty  in  the  afternoon,  way  within  it  at  this  juncture,  as  the 
butwhen  more  was  allowed  complained  ends  were  not  visible  when  I  made 
towards  night  that  it  did  not  quite  suit  my  first  dressing.  Being  very  much 
her  stomach.  Mint-tea  was  then  pro-  relieved  by  what  had  been  done  for 
poeed,  but  not  taken.  A  spoonful  or  her,  and  tne  anodyne  having  been  re- 
two  of  panada  in  the  evening  was  the  peated,  at  half  after  12  o'clock  I  found 
only  thing  taken  besides,  untu  at  night  that  three  hours  of  comfortable  sleep, 
her  anodyne  of  i  gr.  Acetate  of  Mor-  and  a  subsidence  of  twelve  beats  in  the 
phine  and    ^iss.  Mist.   Camph.,  was  frequency  of  the  pulse,  had  been  the 
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happy  consequences  of  the  measures,  hrown,  and  much  coated ;  her  manner 
Her  mind  was  clear,  and  her  skin  drowsy,  and  her  mind  at  times  con- 
moist  idl  day,  but  after  the  anodyne  fused ;  constant  nausea,  occasional  vo- 
warm  and  perspiring  freely,  the  ton^e  miting,  and  freouent  hiccup,  with  pain 
moist ;  but  vomiting  always  disguises  at  the  navel.  These  symptoms  noiade 
the  state  of  the  tongue  in  that  respect,  me  anxious  for  her  safety.  They  were 
so  as  to  render  it  almost  useless  as  a  those  ofintestinaldistreds, and  reminded 
criterion  of  the  patient's  condition.  me  of  such  as  occur  in  strangulated 

9th.~Hour8  of  visiting  and  state  of  hemia^andattheusheringinonntestinai 

pulse.  fever  of  a  bad  form.  I  speculated  on  the 

10  a.m.        4  p.m.       11  p.m.  circumstance  of  the  disappearance  of  the 

1st  trial    100  lOO  ligatures,  and  how  they  might  contri- 

2d  do.       97  97  92  tm^  to  the  production  of  the  symp- 

She  slept  two-thirds  of  the  night,  toms.    I  deemed  it  useless  to  search 

and  passed,  unaided,  ^ix.  of  urine  be-  for  them,  as  their  attachment  to  the 

foie  my  first  visit,  and  ^vss.  after  it  pedicle  would  render  their  removal,  if 

Felt  a  wish  for  food,  and  took  panada,  found,  impracticable;  and  after  con- 

The  sickness  had  ceased.  -  She  slept  ferrin^  with  my  friends  Dr.  Blundeli 

in  the  day,  and  again  took  a  little  sim-  and  Mr.  Vincent,  determined  to  make 

pie  food  at  night.    It  was  panada,  or  no  attempt  of  that  kind,  but  give  the 

something  sopped,  as  biscuit,  I  believe,  anodyne,  then  an  enema  in  two  hours. 

Complained  or  slight  pain  at  the  nit  and  repeat  the  anodyne  if  necessaiy. 

of  the  stomach.    The  enema  and  tne  All  this  was  done.    The  first  anodyne 

anodyne  were  repeated.     Her  tone^e  relieved   the   sickness,    procured   her 

was  moist  and  cleaner,  and  the  skin  some  better  sleep,  and  revived  her  very 

perspiring.  much.     The  enema  produced  a  dis- 

lOth.— -Had  two  motions  fiona  the  charge  of  flatus  and  some  little  fecu- 
enema  last  night,  and  passed  Six.  of  Lent  matter.    She  had  a  tranquil  night 
urine  at  twice.    Had  been  somewhat  after  the  second  anodyne,  and  on  the  « ■ 
restless  and  moving ;  was  thirsty,  and  morning  of  the  12th  felt  better ;  having  • 
had  occasional  sickness.    Took  a  cup  passed  Ixi.  of  urine  in  the  night,  and 
of  tea  and  a  little  biscuit  for  breakfast,  naving  been  scarcely  at  all  sick.   Pulse  ( 
Skin  moist ;  tongue  moist  and  brown ;  79,  soft   and   full ;    skin  warm,  and 
some  griping  pain ;  passed  ^xii.  more  freely  perspiring ;  occasional  hiccough, 
urine  in  the  course  of  the  da^.    The  which  still  causes  pain  at  the  navel, 
temperature  of  the  room,  which  had  Wished  for  tea  and  toast,  and  took  some 
been  preserved  almost  uniformly  at  70*^,  beef-tea  with  toast  in  it. 
or  a  trifle  above  that  degree,  and  only        Throughout  the  day  she  continued 
once  before  lowered  to  67^  for  a  few  to   improve.      She  passed  Jix.  more 
hours,  was  now  reduced  to  66®.    All  urine.    At  night  the  enema,  and  then 
this  day  the  pulse  ranged  from  80  to  the  anodyne,  were  repeated:  the  former 
82,  a  fall  attributable  to  the  free  relief  produced  a  motion,  which,  in  part,  eon- 
of  the  bowels  the  previous  night,  yet  sisted  of  a  large  hard  lump  of  foBces ; 
some  uneasiness  of  a  griping  kind  was  her  night  was  good,  and  on  the 
now  and  then  felt.    Enema  repeated ;        13th — She  had  neither  pain  nor  sick- 
anodyne  conditionally  ordered,  but  not  ness.    ^xvj.  of  urine  passed  in  as  many 
taken.  hours ;    her   tongue  was    moist,   and 

11th. — She  had  not  had  so  good  rapidly  cleaning,  yet  the  singultus 
a  night  ;  vomiting  had  twice  oc-  occasionally  returned:  this,  she  said, 
curred,  with  strong  retching,  and  she  she  was  very  apt  to  experience  when 
had  brought  up  a  good  deal  of  bile :  well,  and  was  partially  relieved  bv 
there  was  constant  nausea,  and  occa-  sipping  water.  I  dressed  the  wound, 
sional  eructation;  |vj.  of  urine;  no  removing  the  remaining  stitches:  ad-- 
motion ;  occasional  griping ;  pulse  80.  hesive  matter  was  covering  those  parts 
I  dressed  the  wound,  removing  all  the  of  it  which  were  not  closed,  and  which, 
stitches  below  the  umbilicus,  but  leav-  at  three  points  together,  amoooted  to 
ing  those  above  that  part.  I  directed  less  than  three  inches.  She  was  cheer- 
that  some  beef-tea  should  be  given  ful  and  comfortable  at  noon,  when  the 
with  salt  in  it.  wound  was  dressed,  but  within  a  very 

At  mid-day  the  symptoms  were  not  little  time  had  again  some  nausea  and 

amended.     Pulse  83;    tongue   dark-  other  symptoms  resembling  those  of 
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incarcerated  hernia.  She  thought  the  slight.  On  the  23rd,  she  sat  up  several 
dresaines  too  tight,  and,  on  raisinj^  one  hours ;  afterwards,  when  in  bed,  her 
«nd  of  tne  strips  of  plaister,  it  was  round  pulse  was  75.  On  the  25th  the  liga- 
that  one  of  them  in  particular  had  been  tures  appeared  at  the  pubic  end  of  the 
so ;  it  lay  over  a  part  of  the  wound  not  wound,  and  on  the  27tn  I  removed  that 
yet  quite  closed,  wnere  intestine,  slightly  which  had  secured  the  artery  of  the 
protected  by  adhesive  matter,  was  uable  pedicle.  On  the  29th  she  felt  quite 
to  pressure.  On  my  removing  this  well ;  the  woutad  was  healed,  except  a 
piece  of  plaister  she  felt  sickisn  and  seton-like  opening  at  the  lower  end 
mint,  but  immediately  after  much  re-  of  it,  where  the  ligatures  were  lying, 
lieved :  it  had  evidently  contributed  to  and  one  point  by  the  umbilicus  of  re- 
the  renewal  of  unpleasant  symptoms ;  dundant  granulation  of  the  size  of  half 
and  the  circumstance  is,  I  think,  one  a  pea.  It  was  found  requisite  to  |^ve 
of  great  practical  interest,  for  it  con-  her  a  mild  rhubarb  draught  occasion- 
firms  the  observation  which  the  whole  ally,  or  sometimes  a  little  magnesia,  as 
circumstances  of  the  case,  after  the  the  bowels  did  not  act  with  quite  their 
completion  of  the  operation,  are  calcu-  accustomed  freedom,  but  in  all  other 
lated  to  draw  forth,  viz.,  that  it  is  not  respects  she  was  now  well,  and  fast 
80  much  peritoneal  inflammation  as  regaining  her  strength, 
suffering  in  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen,  I  have  not  interrupted  mv  narrative 
more  particularly  the  intestines,  which  of  the  practical  details  of  the  case  by 
is  to  be  apprehended  as  a  consequence  any  description  of  the  diseased  part  re- 
of  free  incision  for  the  removal  of  dis-  moved  by  the  operation ;  and  the  diffi- 
eased  ovarium.  culty  I  might  have  had  in  conveying  to 

Having  obtained  great  relief  from  my  readers  a  correct  idea  of  its  charac- 

the  loosening  and  more  lightly  adjust-  ter  is  fortunately  rendered  trifling  by 

iiig  the  dressings  of  the  wound,  one  the  spirited  wood  engraving  executed 

other  cause  of  uneasiness  and  anxiety  by  Mr.  Lee  *  from  his  own  accurate 

remained.    Several  hours  bad  elapsed  sketch,  which  he  made  before  any  ma- 

without  her  havine  passed  her  urine,  terial  change  in  its  appearance  had  oc- 

and  she  felt  doubttul  of  her  power  to  curred. 

do  so:    the  catheter  was  accordingly  The  greater  portion  of  the  mass  was 

used  for  the  last  time.    The  enema  and  fluid,  contained  in  one  or  more  cysts.  A 

the  anodyne  were  also  repeated.  substance  of  about  the  size  of  two  fists, 

14th. — She  had  slept  well,  and  at  havingat  some  points  a  scirrhous  hard- 

5  in  the  morning  voided  her   urine  ness  and  abruptness  of  form,  occupied 

naturally.    No  sickness  had  occurred ;  that  part  of  the  tumour  where  the  re- 

her  tongue  was  clean  and  moist ;  pulse  mains  of  the  fallopian  tube,  meander- 

78  and  soft  $  passed  ^ix.  of  urine  in  the  ing^  towards  its  fimbriated  extremity, 

dav,  and,  except  a  slight  decree  of  sumciently  declared  it  to  be  the  ovarium 

lignt-headed  feeling,  and  a  rather  vio-  of  the  ri^ht  side,  much  enlar^d  and 

lent  fit  of  hiccough  in  the  evening,  was  changed  m  structure.  The  fluid  is  of  the 

comfortable  throughout  this  day,  and  ordinary  character  of  ovarian  dropsical 

had  taken   beef-tea,  arrow-root,  &c.,  fluid,  and  the  solid  portion  is  probably  of 

more  freely.  a  scirrhous  character ;  but,  as  I  have 

B  V  1  "R^  .»  «.  k  .  .  thought  that  the  disease  as  nearly  in 

^  rei.  uov.  gr.  X.  h.  s.  s.  .^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^.^  ^^  ^^^  p^^ 

15th.— Passed  a  tranquil  night  with-  of  its  removal,  as  it  could  be  preserved, 

out  the  anodyne,  and  feels  quite  well ;  is  more  valuable  for  the  suigical  illus- 

singultus  less  troublesome ;  wished  for  tration  of  the  subject  than  when  cut 

leave  to  sit  up,  but  felt  weak  and  Ian-  into  slices  for  pathological  ends,  as  has 

guid.    Ordered  a  little  port  wine.  been  done  by  nundreds  such,  to  which 

16th. — Better  in  all  respects ;    re-  no  other  history  than  that  of  their  fetal 

lished  some  chicken.  influence  on  the  frame  that  bore  them 

From  this  time  she  continued  to  im-  attaches,  I  have  not  yet  pursued  the 

prove  daily.    On  the  20th,  said  she  ordinary  course  of  destructive  investi- 

lelt  as  if  she  could  stand  and  walk,  but 

still  had  some  uncomfortable  feeling,  «  ^  ^^j^^  u^„-  i„  prfnccs  Square,  Kenninir- 

and   slight    difllculty   in    passing   her  ton,  who  takes  an  Interest  in  such  sabjects,  and 

urine     The  hiccough  did  not  enUrely  SJ^r  J^^r„"iSS«.Tbn'.^h'?v.*'S^2ri 

cease  till  about  this  time,  though  it  was  for  iUustrations  in  wood. 
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Dimnuloiu  of  the  tuiDOT'    The  rnateat  circumfm 
w«  3  fMt  10]  iDcho.    Ditto.  Ulun  lnifth''iM.  i 

^ion  with  this  oaei  conviuced  that 
in  its  present  slate  it  BU^^ts  a  ueefiil 
reflection  to  those  prHcliUonerB  within 
its  reach,  whom  apathy  or  prejudice 
may  not  prevent  from  thinking  on  the 
important  que«tion  of  the  curability  of 
certain  diseaiea  of  the  human  ovarium 
by  operation ;  since  their  cure'  bv  other 
meana  is,  by  general  admisBion,  deemed 
hopeless. 

But  let  me  not  be  misunderstood. 
Let  me  not  be  supposed  for  a  moment 
to  recommend  this  operation  as  one  to 
be  undertaken  in  any  but  well-selected 
cases  to  which  it  is  adapted ;  still  less 
let  me  be  supposed  to  aavise  that  any 


net  taken  horiionlallT.u  it  Ha  <D  the  mrniTiiic, 
(u-lfl.  Sin.    Ditto, umai  ditto, Ifl. till. 

surgeon  should  engage  in  its  perforni- 
ance  who  has  not,  by  habits  of  operat- 
ing—yet  more  by  long  habits  of  careful 
observation  and  treatment  of  disease 
generally — and  by  very  considerate  and 
studious  examination  of  the  nature  and 


may  be  involved  in  mischief  by  ai 
judged  ope mt ion,  or  ill-conducted  after- 
trentment  —  quaJified  himself  to  cope 
with  diffiulties  from  which  it  is  unrea- 
sonable to  expect  an  exemption, 
Guilford  Sunt,  RuihU  »qaan, 


ON  MYOPIA. 

Br  W.  Clat  Wallace,  M.D. 

Nmyork. 

(Far  the  Lmdon  Mediail  Gi 
[Condnded  rron  p.  4IB. 


^) 


It  is  generally  admitted,  that,  in  its 
perfectly  easy  condition,  the  eye  is 
adjusted  only  to  distant  objects,  from 
the  following  facts:— I.  An  eifort  is 
necessary  to  look  at  near  objects,  and 
that  effort,  when  long  continued,  be- 
comes painful;  whereas  we  can  look 


at  distant  objects  without  faligiie. 
2.  As  age,  which  diminishes  the  tone 
of  all  the  [issues,  advances,  the  abilitv 
to  see  near  objects  becomes  lesseneu, 
while  distant  objects  can  be  seen  as 
clearly  as  ever.  3.  While  under  the 
relaxing  power  of  belladonna,  the  eye 
loses  the  power  of  seeing  near  objects 
distinctly. 

In  order  to  a^u5t  the  eye  to  distant 
objects,  all  that  is  necessaiy  to  antago- 
nise the  jxiwer  exerted  by  the  ciliary 
body  is,  to  cease  the  effort — to  allow 
it  to  become  to  a  greater  or  less  extant 
relaxed,  when  the  cryBlailine  will  be 
brawn  backward  by  the  elasticity  of  the 
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membranes  intersecting  the  vitreous  himself  of  this  by  the  often  repeated 
humour.  experiment  of  placing  a  piece  of  zinc 

By  the  ciliary  and  vitreous  arrange-  between  the  mxm  and  the  upper  lip, 
ment  the  crystalline  may  be  drawn,  and  applying  the  end  of  a  silver  spoon 
not  only  backward  and  forward,  but  to  the  eyelid,  when  a  flash  of  light  will 
also  obliquely  in  any  direction;  and  in  be  perceived  whenever  the  metus  come 
this  manner  the  e&temal  muscles  may    in  contact. 

be  aided  to  some  extent.  In  type-corn-  As  the  motor  nerves  of  the  eye  are 
positors,  who  recjuire  an  extended  field  principally  derived  from  the  third  and 
of  vision  to  facilitate  their  rapid  move-  from  the  fifth  pair,  whenever  addi- 
ments,  the  pupil  is  often  dilated ;  tional  light  falls  on  the  retina,  or  an 
whereas  in  engravers,  whose  vision  is  indistinct  image  is  produced  on  the 
confined  to  a  point,  it  is  almost  always  retina,  the  impression  is  thence  con- 
contracted,  veyed  to  the  brain ;  there  follows  a  re- 

The  pupil  contracts  when  we  look  flex  affection  of  the  motor  nerves, 
at  a  near  object,  an  effect  which  arises  which  causes  the  pupil  to  contract,  the 
from  simultaneous  action  of  the  iris  ciliary  body  to  adjust  the  focus,  the 
with  the  ciliary  body ;  and  when  the  external  muscles  to  give  the  organ  the 
pupil  is  expanded  by  belladonna,  the  necessary  direction,  the  eyelids  and 
eve  is  adjusted  to  distant  objects  from  eyebrows  to  be  drawn  together,  and 
the  same  cause.  almost  all  the  muscles  of  the  face  to  be 

Now,  if  we  look  at  the  iris  in  a  con-  simultaneously  affected.  Whenever 
cave  mirror,  or  through  a  powerful  any  part  of  the  whole  apparatus  is  de- 
lens,  we  find  that  the  pupillary  margin  ranged,  the  eye  has  an  unmeaning 
of  the  annulus  minor,  which  is  the  stare,  as  may  be  observed  in  paralysis 
principal  seat  of  motion,  resembles  the  or  amaurosis,  or  in  some  cases  after  the 
apices  of  the  ciliary  processes ;  that  the  operation  for  squintin?. 
contractions  take  place  only  at  this  The  simultaneous  elongation  of  the 
margin,  and  that  the  middle  of  the  fibres  of  the  iris,  and  of  the  ciliary  pro- 
fibres  of  the  iris  do  not  increase  in  size,  cesses,  is  shewn  by  an  experiment  of 
an  effect  which  would  take  place  if  the  Sir  D.  Brewster.  **  He  took  a  piece  of 
membrane  were  muscular ;  just  as  the  paper,  and  wrote  upon  it  the  three 
middle  of  the  bicens,  or  any  other  uni-  words — on  the  eye.  Having  placed  a 
versally  acknowledged  muscle,  becomes  fold  of  white  paper  behind  the  word  the, 
larger  by  contraction.  The  orbicular  and  two  folds  behind  the  word  ete,  he 
fibres  are  merely  connecting  bands,  fixed  the  piece  of  paper  at  one  end  of 
and  are,  by  the  advocates  of  muscula-  a  sauare  araw  tube,  and  placed  his  eye 
rity,  shewn  by  maceration  and  putre-  at  the  other  end,  so  that  he  could  read 
faction— a  method  which  is  certainly  all  the  words  by  the  transmitted  light 
not  adapted  to  exhibit  muscles  in  other  of  a  candle  held  behind  the  paper, 
parts  ofthe  body,  for  by  that  very  pro-  The  word  on  was  most  luminous ;  the 
cess  they  would  be  decomposed  and  word  the  was  less  luminous ;  and  the 
dissolved.  The  more  we  compare  word  eye  still  less  so.  He  now  brought 
the  iris,  the  ciliary  processes,  and  that  the  paper  as  near  his  eye  as  he  could, 
membrane  in  biros  which  is  called  the  without  interfering  with  the  perfect 
marsupium,  together,  the  more  do  we  distinctness  of  the  word  on.  When 
become  convinced  that  they  are  similar  this  was  done,  no  exertion  whatever 
textures.  It  is  not  necessary  that  vas-  could  enable  him  to  distinguish  the 
cular  membranes,  to  become  erect,  word  the,  and  still  less  the  word  eye. 
should  possess  corpora  cavernosa,  as  He  then  looked  at  them  through  a 
some  of  the  advocates  for  muscularity  small  aperture,  but  the  indistinctness 
insist;  for  that  tubes  become  erect  of  the  two  last  words  was  increased, 
when  distended  may  be  easily  shewn  When  he  made  the  words  the  and  eye 
by  experiment.  It  is  no  proof  of  the  as  luminous  as  the  word  on,  or  when 
existence  of  an  orbicular  muscle,  that  he  brought  another  candle  near  the 
the  galvanic  fluid  applied  to  the  iris  eye,  so  as  to  cause  the  pupil  to  con- 
causes  the  pupil  to  contract,  for  the  im-  tract  still  further,  they  could  be  seen 
pression  or  light  is  at  the  same  time    distinctly." 

produced  on  uie  retina,  and  that  im-  Though  acting  often  simultaneously, 
pression  is  followed  by  the  usual  conse-  the  offices  of  the  iris  and  ciliary  body 
quences.    Any  person  may   convince    are  totally  distinct.    The  one  regulates 
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the  admission  of  light  into  the  omn,  a  concave,  number  six,  for  distant  sight, 

and  the  other  regulates  the  focns.    The  though  he  still  used  convex  glasses  of 

pupil  is  often    contracted  or  dilated  the  first  number  for  reading.    A  woman 

without  change  of  adjusting  pnower  5  it  of  fifty  who  had  become  presbyopic, 

is  very  often  dilated  in  myopia,  and  it  was  attacked  with  dimness  of  sight  and 

is  almost  always  contracted  in  pres-  slight  inflammation    of  one  eye,  for 

byopia,  apparently  by  efibrts  of  nature  which  copious  evacuations  were  neces- 

to  remedy  the  defect ;  as  the  attempt  sary.    On  recovery  she  found  herself 

at  adjustment  at  the  same  time  affects  near-sighted,    and    required  concave- 

the  iris,  and  a  stimulus  to  the  iris  glasses  of  the  fifth  number  for  seeine 

affects  the  adjusting  organs,  as  may  be  distant  objects.    In  a  lady  who  had 

inferred  from  Sir  D.  Brewster's  experi-  long  been  presbyopic,  inflammation  of 

ment,  and  from  the  fact  that  a  pres-  the  eyes  occurred,  requiring  leeches 

byope  holds  the  object  close  to  the  and  other  means.    When  she  got  well 

light,  in  order  to  see  more  distinctly.  she  could  read  without  her  glasses  ; 

When,  by  any  cause,  the  ciliary  pro-  but  the  presbyopia  returned  in  a  few 

cesses  are  preternaturally  elongated,  or  weeks."    (Ware,  as  quoted  by  Law- 

the  membranes  of  the  vitreous  humor  rence.) 

have  lost  their  elasticity,  the  individual  Although  the  ciliary  processes  be 

becomes  near-sighted ;  when,  on  the  preternaturally  elongated,  it  does  not 

other  hand,  the  ciliary  processes  are  follow  that  they  are  deprived  of  a  cer- 

relaxed,   far-sightedness  is  produced,  tain    amount   of    relaxation.      Most 

provided  the  elasticity  of  the  retract-  myopes  can  read  small  i>rint  at  two 

ing  membranes  is  retained.  different  distances,  and  with  a  single 

TThat  these  are  the  most  frequent  lens  of  the  proper  concavity  they  can 

causes  of  the  complaints  we  are  consi-  see  distinct^  at  all  distances ;  which 

dering,  is  evident,  from  the  structure,  could  not  be  done  without  different 

from  the  examination  of  patients,  and  lenses  if  the  eye  were   deprived    of 

from  the  effects  of  remedies ;  for  it  has  adjusting  power,  as  was  probably  the 

been  ascertained  by  Professor   TuUy  case  in  the  instance  already  related, 

that  a  presbyope  can  do  without  his  where  the  person  was  obliged  to  use 

spectacles  when  under  the  influence  of  a  concave  glass  for  viewing  distant 

strychnine,  a  remedy  which  produces  objects,  and  a  slightly  convex  glass  for 

powerful  contractions  of  muscuuir  fibres,  reading. 

whereas  an  opposite  effect  is  produced  ^  Those  who  are  engaged  in  occupa- 

by  the  relaxing  powers  of  belladonna,  tions  which  require  the  long-continued 

The  ages  of  fifteen  and  forty-five  are  employment  of  the  eyes  on  minute 
the  peri^  of  life  at  which  vision  is  objects  are  more  apt  to  become  near- 
apt  to  be  influenced  by  defective  ad-  sighted  than  those  who  are  not  thus 
justing  power.  At  fifteen  there  is  an  employed.  Mr.  Lawrence  attended  a 
unusual  fulness  of  the  svstem  ;  the  book-sale,  and  found  that  out  of  twenty- 
voice  becomes  hoarse,  the  oeard  begins  three  persons  who  were  present,  twelve 
to  grow,  the  menstrual  fluid  to  appear,  of  the  number  wore  glasses, 
the  mammse  enlarge,  and  the  sexual  Like  several  other  affections  of  the 
organs  become  tur^d.  The  ciliary  eye,  myopia  is  sometimes  hereditary ; 
processes  are  occasionally  over-dis-  the  children  of  short- sighted  parents 
tended,  and  draw  the  crystalline  so  far  being  more  apt  than  others  to  be 
forward,  that  distant  objects  cannot  be  affected  with  the  disease, 
distinctly  discerned  without  the  aid  of  Treatment. — From  what  has  been 
concave  spectacles.  This  is  the  time  stated  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  most 
at  which  myopia  most  frequently  oc-  frequent  cause  of  miopia  is  either  con- 
curs, and  the  complaint  is  for  the  most  gestion  of  the  cibary  processes,  or 
confined  to  the  over-indulged,  while  it  relaxation  of  the  membranes  of  the 
is  very  seldom  seen  among  the  lower  vitreous  humour.  It  cannot,  however, 
ranks  of  society.  be  denied,  tliat  the  complaint  is  often 

Puberty  is  not  the  only  period  at  produced  by  unusual  convexity  of  the 

which  myopia  occurs.    **  A  gentleman  cornea,  and  that  it  may  also  be  occa- 

who  had  found  it  necessary  to  use  con-  sioned  by  unusual  convevity  of  Ae 

vex  glasses  at  the  age  of  forty,  began  crystalline.      Should    the    copiplaint 

when  he  was  fifty  to  see  distinct  objects  anse  from  any  other  cause  than  affec- 

indistinctly,  and  was  obliged  to  employ  tion  of  the  ciliary  body,  no  benefit  is 
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likely  to  be  experienced  from  any  other  near-sightedness  does  not  exist  among 

treatment    than    the   use  of  concave  the  Arabs  or  Tartars,  who  are  used  to 

spectacles;   but  as  elongation  of  the  roam  about,  and  to  look  at   distant 

ciliary  processes  is  the  most  frequent  objects.    The  power  also  which  sailors 

cause,  our  endeavours  should  in  that  possess  of  seeing  at  great  distances  is 

case  be  directed  to  diminish  the  con-  only  acquired  by  practice.    An  expe- 

gestion  which  occasions  it.    ''If  the  rienced  ** look-out  man"  can  very  soon 

turgor  vitalU  in  the  eye,"  says  Weller,  descry  the  character  and  the  nation  of 

"  be  excited  b^  congestion  of  blood,  a  distant  sail,  which,  to  an  ordinary 

and  the  myopia  be  produced  by  this  observer,  might  seem  a  mere  speck  on 

cause,  it  must  be«  removed  by  well-  the  ocean.    Some  of  the  exercises  of  a 

known    rules."     Leeches  have  been  soldier  increase  the  power  of  recog- 

recommended  since  the  days  of  Ban-  nizing  distant  objects.     *'  It  was  not 

nister;   but  it  must  be  remembered,  unusual,"  says  Reveille  Parise,   **to 

that  it  is  only  at  the  commencement  of  observe  that  among  the   troops   the 

near-sightedness  that  we  may  hope  for  sight  of  many  near-sighted  conscripts 

benefit,  and  that  it  is  not  probable  the  was  restored."    In  the  case  of  a  boy 

least  degree  of  amelioration  will  be  bom  without  arms,  who  possessed  the 

effected  by  abstracting  blood  from  a  power  of  writing,  &c.  vrith  his  toes, 

confirmed   myope.  ^  If  the   hds   be  Dr.  J.  ^.  C.  Smith  relates  that  the 

tender,  as  in  myopia  they  often  are,  point  of  distinct  vision  was  so  much 

they  will .  be  improved  by    smearins  lengthened,  that  the  boy  could  not  see 

them  at  bed-time  with  one  of  the  usual  an  object  at  the  usual  focal  distance  so 

ophthalmic  ointments,  or  by  washing  well  as  at  his  feet 

them  frequently  with  some  mild  astrin-  By  the  early  application  of  concave 

gent  lotion.  Particular  attention  should  glasses  the    crystalline  is  kept  in  a 

be  paid  to  the  conjunctiva  in  the  treat-  wrong  position,  and  the  efforts  of  nature 

ment  of  many  internal  affections  of  the  to  overcome  the  defect  are  prevented. 

eye.     As  the  conjunctiva  is  chiefly  "  6ive»"  says  ReveilU   rarise,   '*  a 

supplied  by  branches  of  the  fifth  pair,  person   with  excellent  sight  a  glass 

it  follows  that  when  parts  of  the  ex-  slightly  concave,  and  he  will  -at  first 

tremities  of  a  nerve  are  irritated,  the  see  less  distinctly  than  with  the  naked 

root  and  the  other  branches  proceeding  eye.    He  will,  however,  soon  become 

from  it  become  affected,  and  that  the  so  accustomed  to  its  use,  that  it  will 

functions  of  the  parts  which   those  not  incommode,  but  even  become  in- 

branches  supply  become  more  or  less  dispensable  to  him.  Gradually  increase 

impaired.  theconcavity,  and  you  shall  see  that 

As  camphor,   afl:nus  casta,  prnssic  the  organ   will  change  in  a  similar 

acid,  hyoscyamus,  Delladonna.  conium  manner,  so  that  an  individual  with 

maculatum,  stramonium,  &c.  nave  the  good  sight  will,  at  the  end  of  a  few 

effect  of  diminishing  erectilit^  in  other  years,  become  affected  ¥rith  complete 

organs,  their  use  is  indicated  in  miopia,  myopia,  and  will   ultimately  require 

Iron  is  often   prescribed   to   g^ve  a  glasses  of  the  shortest  focus." 

natural  action  to  other  erectile  tissues,  ''  It  is  a  law,"  says  Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith, 

and  it  may  have  the  effect  of  improving  "  and  strange  it  is  that  its  indications 

those  which  we  are  now  considering,  are  not  more  observed,  that  the  eye,  at 

especially  when  accompanied  with  ute-  every  period  of  life,  will  accommodate 

rine  disorder.  itself  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of 

All  minute  occupations,  such  as  sew-  the  individual,  provided  it  be  not  arti- 

ing,  long-continued  readii\g,  drawing,  ficially  deranged.     Imperfect  vision, 

&c.  should  be  abandoned  $  the  he^  the  evils  of  near-sightedness,  and  the 

should  be  kept  erect ;  the  coverings  of  misfortune  of  not  seeing  distinctly  in 

the  neck  should  be  loose ;  and  straining  old  age,  were  never  heard  of  as  being 

of  every  kind  should  be  avoided,  to  universal  till  opticians  became  nume- 

prevent  increase  of  conation.    Mild  rous."     "Near-sighted    children   are 

nnirritating  diet,  pure  air,  active  exer-  often  kept  in  that  state  through  life  by 

cise,  and  the  practice  of  looking  at  being  early  furnished  with  concave 

distant  objects  in  the  open  country,  spectacles.   Withhold  them  altogether, 

will  be  very  beneficial.  and  the  eye  would,  in  obedience  to  the 

The  far-discemine  eye  of  the  Indian  laws  of  its  organization,  adapt  itself  to 

is  well  known  {  ana  it  is  asserted  that  the  labour  required," 
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When  glasses  are  considered  indis-  iron,  which  caught  him  by  the  wais^* 

pensable,  it  is  advisable  to  use  those  band  of  his  trousers, 

having  the  smallest  concavity ;  and  in  The  subject  of  this  case,  John  Wil- 

making  the  selection;  it  is  proper  to  son,  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Duchess, 

observe  that  the  curves  are  made  from  of    Orleans    packet-ship,    from    New 

the  same  centre,  and  that  the  material  York  to  Havre,  returning  on  board  his 

is  perfectly  pure  and  transparent.    As  vessel,  which  occupied  a  stage  berth 

the  space  between  the  eyes  and  the  (that  is,  an  inclined  plane  of  perhaps 

size  of  the  forehead  is  not  precisely  25  degrees,  formed  of  planks,  supported 

alike  in  two  individuals,   the    frame  by  cross  spars,  stretching  from  the  quay 

should  be  made  to  fit  the  wearer,  so  to  the  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  landing 

that  the  centre  of  the  glass  may  be  op-  cargo  by)  in  a  state  of  intoxication  fell 

posite  the  pupil.  over  the  side  into  the  dock,  where  the 

Myopia  has  been  lately  ti-eated  by  water  was  from  twelve  to  sixteen  feet 

the  myopodiorthotikon  of  M.  Berthold,  deep.    It  being  Sunday,  there  were  few 

an  account  of  which  has  not  yet  reached  sailors  about  tne  place.    Some  strag- 

this  country.  glers  saw  the  accident,  and  gave  the 

alarm.    Two  sailors,  who  had  twt  per- 
ceived it,  jumped  in  at  hazard,  but  were 

A  CASE  OF  THE  unsuccessful  in  finding  him,  owing,  as 

RECOVERY    OF    SUSPENDED  it  appeared  afterward,  to  his  having 

ANIMATION  sunk  into  the  mud.    A  man  was  then 

AiTTER  FouETEBN  MiNUTBs'  sDBiiEasioN  scut  to  scck  at  ouc  of  the  guard-houscs 

IN  WATER.  *^'"  *  gr^PPh^^g  iron  J   he  was  unsuc- 

^    T^                »#  T^  eessful  at  the  two  first  places,  but  suc- 

«^   ?^  ?\?"J:°^®^^S**  ^.  «.„«.  ceeded  at   another,  and  \yilson  was 

Physician  to  the  strangers' Hospital,  Hivrc.  ^^^^^^  ^^  .^   ^^^  -^^^^^  j  ^^^^  ^^ 

(Being  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  Dr,  Todd,  scribed.     It  was  evident,  from  the  ap- 

and  forwarded  by  him  to  the  Medical  pearance  of  the  head  and  the  superior 

Gazette.)           extremities,  that  he  had  sunk  into  the 

mud.  He  was  carried  to  the  guard- 
It  is  popularly  believed,  that  after  two  house  nearly  opposite  the  vessel,  and 
or  three  minutes'  submersion  in  the  from  thence  he  was  conveyed,  on  a 
water  life  is  extinct ;  and  under  this  stretcher,  to  the  Strangers'  Hospital,  a 
impression,  means  for  resuscitation,  if  distance  of  half  a  mile  at  least  from 
at  all  employed,  are  for  a  very  limited  the  dock.  On  his  being  brought  in,  at 
time  persisted  in.  Now,  as  to  the  10  minutes  past  3  p.m.,  I  directed  him 
measurement  of  time  in  such  cases,  it  to  be  stripped  and  laid  on  a  bed.  There 
has  always  appeared  to  me  very  falla-  was  not  the  slightest  appearance  ofani- 
cious.  No  one  ever  takes  out  his  watch  motion.  Whilst  water  was  being  made 
to  observe  the  moment  when  the  per-  hot,  and  bags  of  hot  salt  got  ready,  I 
son  sinks  in  the  water,  although  some  desired  four  of  the  men  to  commence 
one  may  look  at  it  when  he  is  taken  rubbing  the  body  with  dry  flannel 
out  of  it,  but  generally,  the  conster-  cloths.  The  hospital  having  been  then 
uation  and  anxiety  is  so  great  that  the  very  recently  established,  and  at  such 
duration  of  the  submersion  is  a  matter  a  distance  from  the  Docks,  we  were  un- 
of  guess  or  supposition  with  every  provided  with  any  apparatus  for  the 
bystander.  In  the  case  I  am  about  to  recovery  of  suspended  animation.  These 
relate,  I  have  taken  the  time  from  the  four  men  were  relieved  every  half  hour 
average  number  of  minutes  it  required,  by  four  of  their  shipmates,  and  constant 
on  repeated  trials  by  different  persons,  friction  was  thus  kept  up.  Bag«i  of 
after  the  accident,  to  run  from  the  spot  hot  sand  placed  round  the  body,  and 
where  it  occurred  to  the  different  places  lavements  of  hot  water,  to  which  was 
the  messengers  ran  to  in  search  of  subsequently  added,  Spt.  Terebinth,  and 
grapphng  irons  to  pull  him  up  by  Tinct.  of  Assafoetida,  formed  the  whole 
before  they  were  procured.  This  time  treatment.  Inflation  of  the  lungs  was 
varied  from  twelve  to  fourteen  minutes ;  tried,  but  not  persisted  in,  it  not  appear- 
and I  should  think  the  latter  might  ing  to  be  attended  with  effect,  and  inter- 
fairly  be  allowed  as  comprising  the  fering  with  the  rubbing,  on  which  I 
whole  time  between  the  immersion  and  placed  great  dependence.  I  was  fire- 
his  being  dragged  up  by  the  grappling  quently  on  the  point  of  abandoning  all 
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liope,  but  I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  slij^ht  pended  animation.    If  brought  to  bear 

convulsive  twitchings  m  the  right  in-  upon  the  medulla  oblon^ta,  it  willfre-« 

ferior  eyelid  and  around  the  moutn,8imi-  quently  succeed  in  exciting  the  respi- 

lar  to  those  caused  by  weak  g^vanic  ratory  acts,  when  other  means  have, 

shocks  on  muscular  fiore.    This,  per-  failed.    Perhaps  the  most  convenient 

haps  idea,  animated  me.    The  relays  method  of  using  it  is  by  means  of  the 

worked  on  well,  and  at  a  quarter  past  electro-dynamic  machine,  by  placing 

1 1  at  night,  we  were  amply  repaid  in  one  wire  at  the  back  of  the  neck  high 
seeing  respiration,  eight  hours  and  a  up,  and  the  others  at  the  diaphragm, 
half  from  the  time  of  immersion,  though  It  was  employed  with  marked  advan- 
«xtremelv  feeble,    established :  before  tage  in  a  case  which  occurred  lately  at 

12  o'clock  he  swallowed  a  tea-spoonful  the  King's  College  Hospital.  An  in- 
of  wann  brandy  and  water.  It  re-  £uit,  a  few  months  old,  got  some  tine- 
quired,  for  some  time,  great  care  to  keep  ture  of  opium  by  mistSce;  she  was 
up  the  feeble  ^ark  that  animated  the  brought  into  the  hospital  almost  lifeless; 
frame,  but  it  was  two  days  before  in-  the  respiration  even  failed  to  such  a  de- 
tellig^nce  was  restored :  within  24  hours  gree,  toat  for  two  minutes  she  did  not 
reaction  set  in  so  violently,  that  I  was  breathe  once.  Mr,  Russell,  and  Mr. 
obliged  to  order  four  leeches  to  each  Johnson,  the  resident  medical  officers, 
temple,  and  to  take  six  ounces  of  blood  applied  electricity  in  the  manner  above 
from  the  arm.  It  was  well  blood  was  described.  The  first  and  immediate 
abstracted  so  cautiously,  for  the  pulse  effect  was  to  excite  the  respiration,  and 
suddenly  fell,  and  became  almost  imper-  soon  afterwards  the  whole  spinal  cord 
ceptible,  the  respiration  becoming  became  affected,  so  that  at  each  pas- 
greatiy  hurried ;  stimulants  were  im-  sage  of  the  electric  current  the  limbs 
mediately  had  recourse  to,  with  effect  were  raised  convulsively.  Respiration 
Typhoid  symptoms  supervened,  which  was  completely  re-established  by  these 
we  had  to  combat  for  six  weeks.  It  means,  but  the  child  died  several  hours 
unfortunately  happened,  that  one  of  afterwards  with  congested  lungs. 

his  ship-mates  placed  a  hot  sand  bag  

in  contact  with  his  right  side,   and  tttfrttstp"  H;PMORRiTAaF 

caused  a  severe  eschar,  extending  from  UTERINE  HAEMORRHAGE. 

the  axilla  nearly  to  the  spinous  pro-  

CCS  sof  the  ilium :  this  was  a  source  of        To  the  Bditor  of  ike  Medical  Gazette. 

severe  suffering  to  the  poor  fellow,  and  ^ 

considerably  retarded  his  cure:  the  in-  ^^^» 

tercostals  on  that  side  acted  imper-  Should    the   accompanying  remarks 

fectl^,  and  caused  ereat  pain,  and  he  and  observations  upon  the  treatment 

had  m  addition  to  all  (o  contend  against  of  uterine   hsemorrliage    be   deemed 

pulmonary  oonffestion  4  however,  at  the  worthy  of  a  corner  in  the  Medical 

expiration  of  four  months,  he  was  dis-  Gazette,  will  you  do  me  the  favour  to 

charged  cured,  from  the  hospital  j  and  have  them  inserted. 

a  short  time  ago  came  to  see  me  on  his  Your  obedient  servant, 

return  from  New  York.  Wm.  Pretty, 

He  stated,  whilst  in  the  hospital,  that     oi^SSf  •Slra^il^Ts'  i84a      ^"'***'"- 
the  first  sensation  he  could  refer  to  .      .    >       . 

was  the  sense  of  heat  in  the  intestines;        It  has  afforded  me  much  pleasure 

I  suppose  from  the  lavement  containing  and  satisfaction  to  read  of  the  benefi- 

the  turpentine  and  assafoetida.  cial  results  of  pressure  made  upon  the 

I  am  aware  that  this  is  not  a  solitary  aorta  by  manual  exertion  in  cases  of 
akhouf  h  it  be  a  rare  case ;  and  that  uterine  heemorrhage,  as  reported  by 
examples  are  given  by  Desgranges  aAd  Mr.  Brown  in  the  Medical  Gazette 
Foden  of  reooverv  after  fifteen  minutes'  for  Dec.  2.  In  one  case  the  eood  ef- 
immersion.  Still,  1  have  no  doubt  my  fects  were  very  decided,  after  all  other 
narrative  will  be  received  with  interest,  usual  means  had  been  resorted  to  Un- 
as an  additional  instance  of  what  may  successfully.  Mr.  Brown  expresses 
be  done  bjr  the  persevering  use  of  those  his  surprise  that  so  important  a  mea- 
means  which  science  suggests  in  such  sure  is  not  more  general,  as  the  princi- 
cases.  pie  ia  acknowledged  in  the  most  trifling 

NoUbyDr.Todd. — Electric tiy should  surgical  operation.     As  Mr.  B.  has 

always  be  employed  in  cases  of  sus-  shewft  its  practicability,  let  us  hope 

786.— XXXI.  2  G 
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that  it  will  not  go  untried  by  aocoo-  mstduouBly  applied  pvenwre  with  mv 
chears  in  future.  hands,  had  tne  body  stnTOunded  with 
If  Mr.  Brown  will  refer  to  some  ob-  a  bandage,  while  mj  medieal  coadjutor 
servations  on  the  treatment  of  uterine  uaed  cloths  wetted  in  cold  vinegar  and 
hflemorrhage,  inserted  in  this  joumal  water,  plunged  the  hands  into  the  same, 
for  June  25,  1841,  he  will  there  find  and  admitted  a  free  current  of  air  into 
the  possibility  of  arresting  the  flow  the  apartment  Notwithstanding  these 
of  blood  through    the    aorta   allud-  means,   and  the    exhibition  of  aome 
ed  to   as  capable  of  being  effected  brandy  and  water,  fainting  ensoed,  and 
by  mechanical  means— the  use  of  a  the  patient  Tomited  once,  or  rather 
firm  compress  and  tourniquets,  as  sug-  retched  for  a  few  minutes.     Feeling 
Bested,  and  I  believe  practised,  by  the  much  exhausted  and  alarmed  for  her 
late  Mr.  Walford.     If  I  have  not  been  own  safety,  she  reciuested  to  see  her 
deceived  in  mv  experience  of  these  husband.    We  considered  her  state  as 
means,  I  should  sav  that  uterine  hee-  one  of  great  danger.     1  ran  out  of  the 
morrhage  after  childbirth  is  perfectly  honse,  and  was  mrtunate  in  obtaining 
capable  of  control  by  them.     We  have  from  a  neighbour's  amputating  case  a 
been  lon^^   accustomed  to   place   too  tourniquet  and   an   extra   strap.      I 
much  reliance  upon  manual  pressure  wrapped  up  a  small  thick  book  in  a 
and  tlie  use  of  bandages.     Now  the  napkin,  placed  it  over  the  utema,  en- 
latter,  so  generally  recommended,  and  circled   tne   hips,  having   previously 
very  necessary,  do  very  little  more  than  connected  the  two  straps  by  means  of 
give  support  to  the  abdominal  parietes  the  buckle,  and  fixed  the  tourniquet 
and  their  contained  viscera;  the  former,  immediately  over  the  book;  the  pad, 
though    expended    upon    the   uterus  not  havine  been  removed,  being  on 
chiefly,  is  nevertheless  often  inefTectual  one  side  of  it.     Two  or  three  turns  of 
in  stopping  the  flow  of  blood,  besides  the  screw  produced  such  an  amount  of 
being  tiresome  and  laborious  to  the  pressure  as  to  cause  the  expression  of 
practitioner.     The  following  case  will  some  nain  from  our  patient ;  but  it  was 
exhibit  these  facts.  only  for  the  moment    The  slow  drain- 
About  a  month  since  my  proximity  ing  which  had  been  going  on  up  to  this 
to  a  patient  of  a  gentleman  residing  time  was   quickly   stopped,    and   all 
near  Finsburv  Square  led  to  my  opi-  symptoms  of  faintness  gradually  dis- 
nion  being  asked  as  to  the  propriety  of  appeared.    In  half  an  hour's  time  the 
expediting  delivery  under  the  follow-  patient  wished  for  a  change  of  poeture. 
ing  circumstances :— A  lady,  who  had  She  was  turned  on  her  other  side  witb« 
previously  passed  through  two  labours,  out  the  slij^htest  inconvenience ;   no 
which  were  perfectly  natural  in  every  return  of  famting,  no  reappearance  of 
respect,  and  unattended  with  any  un-  hiemorrhage,  no  altemtion  in  the  poai* 
toward  occurrence,  had  been  in  slow  tion  of  the  compress  and  tourniquet, 
labour  for  twelve  hours.    The  liquor  The  Doctor  was  satisfied,  and  I  believe 
amnii   had  been   discharged  at   the  agreeably  surprised,  at  the  effect  pro- 
commencement  ;  the  OS  uteri  was  con-  duced   by  this   method   of  applying 
siderably  dilated,  and  very  dilatable;  pressure.     The  facility  of  obtaming, 
the  feet  the  presenting  parts ;  the  funis  and   the    simplicity   of    the   means, 
down,    and  void   of  pulsation.     We  strongly  recommend  their  trial, 
agreed  to  bring  down  the  feet,  and  The  principle  of  external  pressure  is, 
^dually  forward  the  labour.    Pains  I  feel  assured,  the  best  to  act  upon  in 
mcreascd  in  frequencv  and  power,  and  the  management  of  cases  of  hssmor* 
the  delivery  was  in  due  time  effected,  rhage  after  delivery,  though  the  way  of 
Prior  to  the  expulsion  of  the  head  there  applying  pressure  may  vary,     I  know 
was  one  ^ush  of  blood,  which  induced  of  none  superior  to  that  1  have  just 
us  to  think  we  should  probably  have  described ;  out  to  have  the  power  fully 
to  contend  with  flooding.  The  placenta  developed,   the  tourniquet  and  band 
was  thrown  off,  and  easily  removed  should  be  of  double  the  ordinary  siie. 
from  the  vagina  with  a  few  small  coa-  One  gentleman,  I  am  informed,  is  in 
gula.    Blood  gushed  out  at  intervals  in  the   habit  of    using  a   saddle-girth, 
considerable  quantity,  and  a  draining  which,  with  a  firm  compress,  I  should 
continued  in  spite  of  our  exertions  to  think  would  prove  serviceable.     An 
stay  it.    The  uterus  had  contracted  to  intelligent  stiment,  upon  mentioning 
its  usual  size  after  delivery,  and  I  most  the  use  of  the  tourniquet  and  compiess 
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to  his  obstetric  teacher,  in  cases  of  professional  brethren  will  gire  a  trial 

flooding,  was  answered  bv,  "  he  did  to  the  tourniquet  and  compress  as  an 

not  see  much  in  it."     If  tna(  gentle-  easy  means  ofeffectins;  powerful  and 

man  will  deign  to  make  use  of  them,  steady    pressure   to  the   arresting  of 

I  doubt  nol  out  he  will  obtain  great  uterine  niemorrhage  after  child-birth : 

national  security  to  his  patients  by  and  this  without  excluding  the  recom- 

80  doine.  mendations  of  Mr.  Crai^,  or  the  plan 

In  allusion  to  a  fatal  case  of  plaeen-  adopted  by  Mr.  Brown,  if  thought  ad- 

tal  presentation  inserted  in  the  JLancet  visable. 

for  August  leth,  18^  Mr.  Craig  re-  

commended,  in  cases  of  extreme  depres- 
sion after  childbirth,  from  one  to  two  observations  on 

drachms  of  laudanum  in  a  wine-glass  SEMINAL  AND  OTHER  DISCHARGES 
full  of  undiluted  spirit,  and  the  latter  FROM  THE  URETHRA, 

repeated  several  Umes  in  quick  sue-  ^„„  illustrative  cases. 

cession,    whether   accompanied    with  -n    -a  »  « n « 

h«morJhageorotherwise.|VideLancet,  Br  Benjamin  Phillips,  F.R.S. 

TlAn  QAth  ^  T  unll  h«irp  nnXxr  n>mArk  Swgeoii  to  St  MaryleboneInflrmary,wid Lecturer 
JJec.  Mh.)     1  wm  nwe  oniy  remarK  on  Sorgwry  at  the  W«tmiiwtcr  HoBpit«l 

that  the   propnety  of   admmistenng  School  of  Medidne. 

drachmdosesof  Uudanum,  or  even  small         fg^  ij^  London  Medical  GazetieJ 

doses  in  conjunction  with  the  spirit^  

will  be  questioned  by  many  medical 

men,  where  the  indication  is  to  support  It  is  now  eleven  years  since  first  I  ap- 
the  all  but  exhausted  powers  oi  life,  plied  lunar  caustic  upon  the  mucous 
and  to  rive  contractile  energy  to  the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  for  the  pur- 
uterine  fibre.  The  ftital  case  of  plaeen-  pose  of  removing  a  tendency  to  fre- 
tal  presentation  appears  to  have  been  quent  involuntary  dischaiges  of  sper- 
treated  with  skill  and  judgmenti  and  matic  fluid.  I  adopted  the  plan  in  con- 
the  cause  of  death  to  have  been  ex-  seauence  of  suggestions  made  by  M. 
haustion  from  the  loss  of  blood.  It  is  Lallemandinhis  '*  Observations  on  the 
somewhat  remarkable  that  the  patient  Diseases oftheOenito-Urinary  Organs," 
should  have  spoken  so  cheerfully  to  her  and  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  stating 
friends,  and  should  have  appeared  in  that  m^  own  experience  goes  far  in 
so  satisfactorv  a  state  to  her  medical  confirming  the  accuracy  of  many  of 
attendants,  ror  twenty  minutes  after  the  views  of  those  affections,  contained 
delivery,  and  that  the  fatal  liuntness  in  his  subseouent  work.  I  should  have 
and  exhaustion  should  ensue,  without  been  much  aisposed  to  let  the  system 
the  recurrence  of  hcemonrha^.  May  I  of  which  that  accomplished  surgeon  is 
be  pardoned,  if  I  ask,  in  trying  to- find  the  author,  make  its  way  by  the  in- 
cut a  cause  for  this  rather  unexpected  fluence  of  his  own  pen,  but  I  know 
change,  if  it  were  not  possible  for  in-  opinions  expressed  in  a  foreign  lan- 
temal  hemorrhage  to  nave  occurred,  ruage  are  compamtively  littie  read,  and 
though  small  in  quantity,  yet  sufilcien tly  Uiat  full  confidence  is  not  alwavs  given 
great  to  turn  the  scale  against  the  to  the  facts  which  are  recoroed,  and 
patient,  whose  countenance  at  the  first  therefore  it  is  that  I  have  for  some  time 
visit  was  exsanguine,  without  the  usual  intended  to  communicate  to  the  pro- 
external  appearances?  The  state  of  fession  the  results  ofmy  own  experience 
the  uterus  and  vagina,  as  regards  of  the  efficiency  of  the  lunar  caustic,  as 
coagula,  does  not  appear  to  have  oeen  a  remedial  agent  in  many  distressing 
ascertained  by  a  post-mortem  examina-  cases  of  involuntary  seminal  dischargees, 
tion.  Whether hemorrhagedidordid not  It  is  probable,  however,  that  I  might 
again  take  place,  I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  have  still  further  delayed  the  commu- 
say  that  in  the  management  of  similar  nication,  had  I  not  been  pressed  to 
cases  some  good  may  follow  the  appli-  make  known  the  facts  hj  some  of  my 
cation  of  pressure  over  the  uterus  or  professional  brethren,  with  whom  I 
upon  the  aorta,  in  a  way  much  more  nad  »een  several  of  the  cases  upon 
certain  and  effectual  than  that  ob-  which  my  experience  is  founded.  I 
tained  by  surrounding  the  body  with  a  conclude  that  what  is  interesting  to  a 
bandage,  such  as  is  generally  furnished  fiew  to  whom  some  of  the  cases  are 
by  the  lying-in  room,  and  my  object  in  known,  will  be  not  less  interesting  to 
this  communication  is  to  request  my  others  to  whom  they  are  not  known, 
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and  therefore  it  is  that  I  now  give  them  It  is  said  that  other  causes  are  capa- 

to  the  profession ;    in  the  hope  that  ble  of  inducing  the  same  disordered 

when  confidence  in  the  plan  of  treat-  action  of  the  sexual  organs,  but  as  I 

ment  becomes    more   widely    spread,  profess  in  this  place  merely  to  point 

some  efibjt  will  be  made  to  rescue  this  out  such  as  have  come  within  my  own 

very  distressing  class  of  cases  from  the  observation,  I  do  not  propose  to  con- 

iangs  of  those  narpies  whose  dens  are  aider  others. 

daily  advertised  in  the  public  papers ;  The  mode  in  which  the  irritation, 

and  who,  for  the  most  part,  by  the  ex-  once  set  up  around  the  orifices  of  the 

hibition  of  tonics  and  balsams,  keep  eiaculatory  ducts,  acts,  is  very  much 

up  the  hopes  of  their  patients  so  long  the  same  as  obtains  upon  the  applica- 

as  their  money  lasts,  wnen  their  desire  tion  of  irritation  to  the  mouths  of  other 

to  be  useful  ceases  also.    In  this  way  ducts ;  it  solicits  increased  action  in  the 

the  case  is  again  thrown  back  upon  the  organ  with  which  they  communicate, 

regular  practitioner,  with  some  other  Irritate  the  bladder,  and  tlie  kidneys 

disease,  pulmonary  or  other,  superadded  are  stimulated  to  increased  action ;  irri- 

to,  and  arising  out  of,  their  inability  to  tate  the  conjunctiva,  and  the  lachry> 

cure  the  first.  mal  secretion  increases  ;    irritate  the 

Spermatic  discharges  are  voluntary  duodenum,  and  it  is  said  bile  will  be 

or  involuntary  :  with  the  first  we  have  supplied  in  increased  quantity ;  it  is  un- 

nothing  to  do  here ;  with  the  second  necessary    to    carry    the    illustration 

alone  we  propose  to  occupy  ourselves  further, 

in  the  present  communication.  How  does  masturbation  induce  this 

Involuntary  discharges  are  for  the  irritation  P  Within  moderate  limits  it 
most  part,  if  not  altogether,  caused  by  would  not  do  so ;  but  if  you  give  any 
irritation  set  up  in  or  about  the  ducts  con-*  canal  too  much  to  do,  you  will  ulti- 
nected  with  the  testicle.  In  some  cases  matelv  develope  irritation  in  it,  more  es- 
it  mav  be  doubtful  whether  the  irrita-  picially  at  its  orifice.  If  urine  be  passed 
tion  by  which  they  are  excited  may  too  often,  in  cystitis  for  instance,  the 
not  have  its  seat  in  the  rectum,  as  in  Case  orifice  of  the  urethra  becomes  red,  and 
6 ;  primarily  there  is  no  doubt  it  may,  the  same  thine  happens  to  other  con- 
but  Case  5  would  lead  to  the  supposi-  duits :  it  is  in  mis  way  that  masturba- 
tion that  secondarily  the  mucous  mem-  tion  or  sexual  excesses  may  develope 
brane  of  the  urethra  itself  may  suffer,  irritation  at  the  mouths  of  the  ejacula- 
and  tha< ,  when  the  irritation  in  the  rec-  tory  ducts  :  it  is  in  that  way  increased 
tumhas  ceased,  that  of  the  urethra  may  secretion  is  determined  in  the  testicle ; 
still  keep  up  the  mischief.  and  thus  involuntary  discharges,  con- 
.  There  are  particular  modes  in  which  sequences  of  masturbation  or  excesses, 
the  urethral  irritatiim  is  commonlv  ex-  are  explained. 

cited ;  among  these  masturbation  nolds  It  is  easy  to  explain  howc^norrhceal 

a  prominent  place  :  by  this  practice,  the  discharges  may  induce  a  similar  state 

constant  excitement  of  the  seminal  ducts  of  things :  in  many  cases,  and  especidly 

ends  by  establishing  a  permanent  irri-  when  the  discharge  is  obstinate,  the 

tation  there  :  it  may  likewise  happen  inflammation  upon  which  it  depends  is 

from  excess  in  sexual  intercourse,  as  extended  backwards  until  it  reaches 

in  Case  2.    Next  to  this  cause  we  may  the  neighbourhood  of   the   prostate; 

range  gonorrha?a  or  gleety  discharges,  where  it  may  excite,  on  the  one  hand, 

which,  from  time  to   time,  establish  the  kidney,  on  the  other  the  prostate, 

chronic  inflammation  in  the  vicinity  of  and  on  the  third  the  testicle,  inducing 

the  orifices  of  the  ejaculatory  ducts,  each  of  those  organs  to  furnish  more 

Then  follows  stricture,  which  by  op-  than  its  accustomed  supply.    That  the 

posing  an  obstacle  to  the  free  passage  inflammatory  action  under  those  cir- 

of  urine,  ultimately  causes  the  develop-  cumstances  is  likely  to  fix  itself  there, 

ment  of  a  morbid  condition  of  the  is  shewn  in  two  ways— the  existence  of 

mucous  membrane  between  the  stric-  stricture  so  commonly  near  that  region, 

ture  and  the  bladder,  as  in  Case  7.  The  and  the  acute  pain  experienced  beyond 

same  state  of  these  orgiins  may  result  the  curvature  when  a  bougie  is  passed, 

from  irritation  within  the  rectum  ;  that  Often  the  inflammation  may  extend  to 

irritation  may  be  camsed  by  fissures  or  the  bladder  itself.      Often   it    passes 

piles,  or  by  the  presence  of  ascarides,  as  along  the  spermatic  ducts  to  the  testicle, 

in  Cases  5  and  6.  "When    involuntary    spermatic    dis- 
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charges  are  caused  by  stricture  of  the  is  going  on,  and  the  evil  may  be  un- 

urethra,  the  immediate  exciting  cause  discovered.    Still,  unless  the  disordet 

is  the  same  as  when  they  are  conse-  be  very  advanced,  in  most  cases  the 

(^uences  of  other  circumstances ;  irrita-  person  himself  is  aware  of  it  when  it 

tion  of  the  mouths  of  the  ejaculatory  passes  with  the  urine,  because  it  almost 

ducts.  The  irritation  is  then  caused  by  always  passes  with  the  last  drops,  and 

the  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  urine,  can  then  be  detected,  and  because  a 

and  a  state  of  chronic  inflammation  certain  sensation  is  experienced  about 

may  be  developed  along  the  mucous  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  But  when  the 

membrane  from  the  stricture  to  the  medical  man  is  consulted,  he  calls  for 

neck  of  the  bladder,  and  may  even  ex-  the  recently  parsed  urine,  or  requests 

tend  into  that   organ,  or  along    the  that  it  may  be  passed  in  his  presence, 

ejaculatory  ducts,  as  in  Case  7.  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  he  per- 

Irritation  within  the  rectum,  when  ceives  small  granular  diaphanous  par- 
long  continued,  may  extend  to  the  tides ;  and  they  are  seen  floating  even 
sexual  organs,  and  occasion  the  dis-  before  the  urine  cools :  if  the  evil  be 
charges  which  we  are  considering,  however  very  advanced,  no  peculiar  sen- 
Cases  5  and  6  are  illustrative  of  this  sation  is  experienced,  and  the  granular 
fact.  In  some  cases  the  source  of  irri-  matter  maybe  undetected,  and  may  as- 
tation  of  the  sexual  organs  may  con-  sume  a  more  uniform  cloudy  appear- 
tinue  to  be  confined  to  the  rectum,  and  ance.  In  cases  where  uncertainty  re- 
ivhen  that  ceases  the  spermatic  trouble  mains  with  regard  to  the  deposit,  we 
may  also  cease,  as  in  Case  6 ;  but  in  may  advantageously  have  recourse  to 
other  instances  the  spermatic  disturl>-  the  microscope,  by  means  of  which  the 
ance  may  persist  after  the  irritation  of  li  ttle  long- tailed  animalcules  of  the  sper- 
the  rectum  is  cured,  as  in  Case  5.  There  matic  fluid  can  readily  be  perceived. 
is  no  difficulty  in  accounting  for  this  Under  any  debilitating  causes,  whether 
circumstance ;  the  irritation,  originally  those  causes  be  found  in  frequent  sper- 
anal,  has  ultimately  become  urethral  matic  discbarges,  disease,  or  old  aee, 
also,  and  will  only  yield  to  treatment  the  fluid  becomes  much  thinner,  and  the 
directly  applied  to  that  part.  animalcules  much  less  numerous,  and 

Every  experienced  surgeon  has  had  they  may  be  almost,  if  not  altogether, 

ample  opportunities  of  observing  the  in-  wanting. 

timate  svmpatliy  which  exists  between  One  of  the  general  symptoms  result- 
the  bladder  and  the  urethra,  and  the  ing  from  too  frequent  spermatic  dis- 
rectum.  How  an  irritable  bladder  may  charges,  which  is  most  distressing  to 
make  an  irritable  rectum ;  how  piles,  the  sufferer^  is  a  state  approaching  to, 
or  other  affection  of  the  rectum,  will  if  not  at  the  time,  actual  impotency.  It 
occasion  trouble  in  the  bladder ;  how  is  not  that  the  seminal  fluid,  though 
the  application  of  caustic  within  the  deterioriated^  is  mcapable  of  deter- 
urethra  will  now  and  then  induce  mining  fecundation,  but  it  is  that  the 
spasm  of  the  rectum ;  how,  in  the  efforts  organs  are  wanting  in  the  energy  ne- 
made  to  empty  the  bladder,  in  many  cessary  for  projecting  the  fluid  into 
cases  of  stricture,  a  corresponding  effort  the  uterus;  the  erection  of  the  penis, 
will  be  made  by  the  rectum ;  it  may  not  if  it  exist  at  all,  being  only  momentary, 
always  be  easy  to  explain,  but  they  are  The  digestive  functions  become  de- 
facts  commonly  observed.  ranged ;  the  bowels  constipated ;  nutri- 

In  most  cases  the  evidence  of  invo-  tion  languishes ;  respiration  is  trour 
luntarv  spermatic  discharges  is  clear  bled ;  the  voice  fails  ;  the  heart's  action 
enou^n,  but  the  time  comes  when  the  is  interfered  with,  even  to  such  an  ex- 
ejaculation  is  unaccompanied  by  the  tent  as  to  induce  the  belief  of  actual 
ordinary  sensations,  and  the  patient  disease  in  that  organ,  as  in  Case  1, 
may  then  be  unaware  of  the  extent  of  and  hypochondriasis  becomes  complete, 
the  evil.  1  have  again  andasain  known  These  things  do  not  advance  far  with- 
cases  where  the  spermatic  fluid  passed  out  causing  trouble  in  the  nervous  s^s- 
with  the  urine ;  others,  in  which  the  tern,  manifested  by  some  perturbation 
effort  at  stool  caused  a  pressure  to  be  of  the  senses,  by  headache,  with  great 
made  upon  the  distended  seminal  sense  of  weight  or  pressure,  and  they 
vesicles,  and  thus  their  contents  were  are  accompanied  by  loss  of  memory ;  a 
squeezed  out:  but  the  fluid  may  not  timidity  and  apprehension  which  are 
pass  until  the  process  of  buttoning  up  very  i>ainful. 
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It  must  be  evident  to  any  one  who  ttsually  esperienced ;  it  may  con  tin  ae 
takes  the  trouble  to  reflect  on  these  through  tne  day,  but  it  is  very  bear- 
things,  that  as  the  causes  of  these  dis-  able.  In  all  cases  it  occasions  a  dis* 
charges  are  many,  the  treatment  must  charge,  which  is  sometimes  considem- 
also  oe  variable.  When  the  irritation  ble,  and  at  first  is  thin  and  watery,  but 
is  in  the  rectum,  the  case  will  require  gradually  becomes  thicker,  and  in  the 
a  very  different  course  of  treatment  to  course  of  a  few  days  ceases,  in  a  few 
one  proceeding  /rom  stricture  of  the  cases  the  discharge  is  at  first  streaked 
uretma.  We  will  therefore  make  such  with  blood ;  and  in  a  few  rare  instances 
general  remarks  as  are  proper  with  there  may  be  trifling  hsmorrhage. 
reference  to  the  treatment  of  the  seve-  In  most  instances  a  feeling  of  im- 
ral  varieties  of  the  affection  which  we  provement  is  early  manifest,  but  the 
have  considered.  First,  when  the  complete  efiect  of  the  remedy  cannot  be 
cause  is  masturbation,  or  sexual  ex-  estimated  until  the  irritation  has  en- 
cess  : — the  causes  here  are  voluntary ;  tirely  subsided.  Indeed,  the  amend- 
the  cure  must  also  be  voluntary,  ment  is  almost  always  progressive,  and 
Lunar  caustic  will  be  powerless  imless  frequently  it  happens,  that  when,  by 
the  patient  has  sufiicient  determination  the  end  of  the  second  or  third  week,  not 
to  aostain  from  the  practice.  But  in  much  benefit  has  been,  apparently, 
many  cases  perfect  abstinence  will  not  derived,  we  are  astonished  by  the 
suffice  to  put  an  end  to  the  mischief ;  change  which  has  been  brought  about 
the  voluntary  discharges  are  got  rid  of,  in  another  fortnight  If  by  the  end 
but  they  were  persisted  in  so  long  that  of  six  weeks  from  the  first  application 
a  permanent  irritation  has  been  set  up  a  very  decided  amendment,  or  a  care, 
in  the  verumontanum,  and  that  irrita-  be  not  produced,  we  may  conclude 
tion  may,  as  we  have  already  explained,  either  that  an  insufficient  application 
excite  equally  injurious  involwniarjf  of  caustic  has  been  made,  or  that  the 
discharges :  and  here  a  remedy  must  fiital  habit  is  still  persisted  in.  It  has 
be  found  by  the  sur^i^eon.  The  first  more  than  once  nappened  to  me  to 
thin^  we  have  to  do  is  to  introduce  apply  too  little,  but  I  nave  never  had 
cautiouslv  a  bougie,  to  pass  it  down  to  accuse  myself  of  appl3ring  too  much, 
towards  the  bladder;  but  before  it  arrives  In  any  case  a  second  application  is 
there,  the  patient  will  complain  of  pain,  indicated  when  the  desir^  efiect  ie 
which  is  sometimes  very  acute;  and  not  obtained  firom  the  first.  More  than 
the  point  at  which  the  bougie  has  then  two  applications  I  have  never  had 
arrived  is  usually  a  little  in  front  of  the  occasion  to  make;  but  1  can  easily 
prostate.  The  surgeon  must  then  conceive  that  circumstances  might  ren- 
carefully  observe  how  fiur  the  penis  has  der  a  further  recourse  to  the  remedy 
been  extended,  and  a  mark  must  be  proper. 

made  upon  the  bougie  to  indicate  the  How  the  lunar  caustic  acts  in  ex- 
depth  to  which  the  instrument  has  tinguishing  the  morbid  sensibility  of 
penetrated,  because  that  is  the  point  mucous  surfaces  I  cannot  tell,  but  of 
upon  which  the  lunar  caustic  must  be  its  virtues  in  this  respect  few  surgeons 
applied.  The  depth  to  which  we  must  can  be  ie^norant.  Every  da^  we  apply 
penetrate  must  be  marked  upon  the  it  to  modify  the  painful  irritabiii^  of 
caustic  instrument,  which  is  tnen  in-  ulcers,  as  well  as  that  of  certain  afiec- 
troduced  and  gently  passed  to  the  pro-  tions  of  mucous  membranes, 
per  point,  when  the  caustic  is  un-  If  the  affection  has  been  caused  by  a 
covered  and  the  membrane  brushed  gonorrhoeal  or  gleety  discharge,  the 
over :  as  soon  as  that  has  beien  done,  treatment  must  be  the  same  as  in  the 
the  caustic  is  again  covered,  and  the  former  instance, 
instrument  is  withdrawn.  In  some  If  it  has  been  caused  bv  stricture,  we 
cases  the  patient  complains  of  a  little  must  first  restore  the  canal  to  its  natural 
heat  when  the  caustic  is  applied ;  in  diameter;  and  it  may  be  that  the  moT« 
others,  the  sensation  spoken  of  is  a  bid  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  be* 
coldness.  I  have  more  than  once  hind  the  stricture  will  gradnally  im- 
known  some  discomfort  almost  amount-  prove  when  the  obstacle  to  the  passage 
ing[  to  spasm  at  the  anus,  but  altogether  of  the  urine  is  removed,  and  that  wiln 
it  IS  astonishing  how  rarely  any  com-  the  cessation  of  that  morbid  state  may 
plaint  is  made.  At  the  next  time  of  also  cease  those  spermatic  dischaives 
piBssing  the  urine,  some  smarting  is  which  have  been  caused  by  it  But  tnia 
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conclusion  is  not  inevitable ;  the  oh-  look,  and  hypochooddscal  ezprawion  of  the 

stacle  to  the  passage  of  the  urine  may  patient,  and   my  suspicion  was   at   onoe 

be  removed,  but  the  morbid  condition  awakened  as  to  the  cause  of  this  state  of 

of    the  posterior  part    of   the  canal,  thing..    1  requested  hui  mother,  who  aasom- 


which  h^  rwulted  Wm  it,  may  peniet :  ff^  *^'  *»  1~»«  the  room  j  when  I  toM 

m  m^  the  specific  discharges.    Then  ^^^^^^  ^  ^  j,^  ^^i,  ^^  ^^^ 

the  e&cacv  of  the  lunar  caustic  can  be  ^^  ^  ^^„^  ^^  ^^  ,  ^^ 

at  once  demonstrated;  and  a  sinele  „d  then .dmitted  thet  to  •  oertun  extent 


— ^       ^M   .       .       '  ..      ^.          ^M  ana  coeu  oanutvca  uibi.  uj  •  wraan  extent 

proper  and  sufficient  apphcation  of  the  iapntmim  was  correct    When  further 

remedy,  with  the  precautions  already  ^^^gg^^  \^  g^id  that,  Uving  in  the  oountry, 

indicated,  will,  in  most  cases,  promptly  ^^  being  a  good  deal  alone,  about  firar 

cure  the  disease  of  the  urethra  as  well  years  before  he  began  to  addict  himself  to 

as  that  of  the  spermatic  organs.  masturbation ;  that  the  habit  soon  took  such 

If  the  discharges  be  determined  by  firm  hold  of  him  that  scarcely  a  day  occurred 

irritation  of  the  anus,  or  the  rectum,  in  which  he  did  not  recur  to  it  at  least  twice ; 

appropriate   means  must  be  used  to  that  the  emission,  after  a  time,  took  place 

cure  Ine  intestinal  disorder ;  and  it  may  with  incomplete  erection ;  and  that  at  the 

be  that  when  that  has  ceased  the  sper-  time  he  consulted  me  he  could  not  hold  an 

matic   disorder  will  also  cease,  as  in  ordinary  conversation  with  a  young  woman 

Case  6.    But,  as  in  Case  5,  it  may  per-  without  a  continuous  discharge  of  spermatic 

Bist,  because  a  distinct  irritation  may  f  "i^.    The  ccmsequeiww  which  soon  M- 

have  been  determined  in  the  urethra  ^r^*^'"***^^^'*^^\'''*~:*?*' 

by  the  long,  continued  action  of  that  ^L'S^^'^^SST  '  ^!^^^ 

of  the  intestinal  canal;  and  t«  dissi-  ~^^*'  ^^''h^V^^ ^JJS 

pate  that,  recouree  must  be  had  to  the  ^J^diondriasi..    Several  medical  men  wen 

lunar  caustic,  under  the  same  rwtnc-  consulted,  and  Uie  treatment  to  which  I  have 


distressing  class  of  diseases — and,  as  I  picion 

think,  the  appropriate  remedy —and  the  attendant  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  symp- 

illustrative    cases  will  follow.      How  toms  being  produced  by  disturbance  of  the 

many  cases  I  have  treated  in  the  last  sexual  organs.    He  was  interrogated  on  this 

eleven  years  I  cannot  exactly  say.     1  point,  and  a  slight  admission  was  made  by 

have  notes  of  twenty-five  cases,  but  the  patient.     He  was  then  cautioned  as  to 

they  have  all  been  treated  within  the  the  consequences  of  such  a  habit,  and  it 

last  five  yeaiB.    At  first,  I  had  intended  ^w  rogge^ted  to  him  to  "  go  witii  women" 

to  detail  the  whole,  but  as  thdr  general  I?*?  ^  question  of  tiie  mondity  of  this 

features  are  a  good  deal  alike,  1  have  •^^  i"«^  ?^*  enter,  but  in  other  re- 

nreferred    irivinff  a  few  which  suffi-  "P*^^  ^  *^"^  "••  "*^  prudent.    It  is 

preierrea    giving  a  lew  wnicn  sum  ,ia,ogt  certain  that  in  the  sUte  of  the  sexual 

cienUy  clearly  represent  the  class,  and  ^  Sauced  bj^^emM^, 

Will  save  the  time  of  the  reader.  ^^^^^   ^^^   be   incomplete,   emisrioil 

almost  immediate,  and  oonnexion  imprac- 

CasbL— H.  J.,  Kt.  22,  applied  to  me  ticable;    mental  depression  would  be  in* 

mider  the  following  drcumstanoes:— he  had  creased,  and  dii^ust  of  life  more  decided, 

had,  for  some  time,  a  good  deal  of  trouble  The  advice,  however,  was  foUowad  in  this 

about  his  heart ;  his  stomach  did  not  pro-  case,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  he 

periy  perform  itefiinctions;  his  bowels  were  proceeded  to  the  haunts  of  infemy.    Con- 

irregidar,     and    he    had    lost    tiesh    and  nexion  was  attempted,  but  without  success ; 

strength.     At  times,  he  had  considerable  and  after  resorting  to  those  places  five  or  six 

cerebral  excitability,  when  he  could  not  bear  times,  he  abandoned  them  "  quite  tired  of 

tito  sKghteet  noise  without  much  distress,  life."     I  assured  him  that  all  bis  sufferings 

Ha  h^  been  under  treatment  for    these  were  owing  to  his  indulgence  in  this  baneful 

complainte ;  had,  at  different  times,  spplied  habit ;  and  that  if  he  persisted  in  it.  they 

various  means  of  oounter-irritetion  in  the  would  be  further  aggravated ;   that  the  first 

Mgion  of  the  heart,  and,  for  a  long  tine,  had  object  was  to  refrain  from  the  practice,  and 

vsed  only  fiurinaoeoiis  lood.      Under  thia  that  this  depended  entirely  upon  himself ; 

plan  of  treatment  some  of  his  symptoms  that  even  if  he  could  carry  his  resolution 

had  been  relieved,  but   others  bad    been  into  effect,  it  was  very  likely  that  involnn- 

aggravated,  and  his  strength  still  further  tarily.  in  some  shape  or  other,  the  discharge 

dedinad.    After  examining  the  heart,  which*  might  for  some  time  continue.    I  directed 

affofded  no  evidence  of  any  thing  beyond  lum  to  try  his  resolution  for  a  month,  and 

functional  disturbance,  I  was  struck  with  to  let  me  see  him  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

the  apparent  languor,  tiie  downcast,  unquiet  When  he  came  again,  he  said  he  had  abstained 
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entirely,  Irat  that  mfttten  were  not  mndi  writer,  treating   oif   the   Anti^slareiy 

better;   that  nine  timei,  during  the  night,  question  in  America,  calls  its  "martyr 
there  hod  been  inTolantary  discharges ;  that  ,,         .._      ^u  «.  s        « 

on  two  occasions  they  had  happened  during  ^g^"-^  time,  that  is,  of  peraecuUon. 

the  time  he  was  sp^mg  to  women;  and  when  its  first  promalgatOTS  are  sabjec  ted 

that  several  times  there  had  been  invohmtary  to  ridicule  and  contempt,  or  to  more 

''f^r^^ZtZ'^^,.^^  .erioa,re«sta«ce..cco«lh,gasthetim« 

were  extremely  lax.  the  structure  of  the  in  which  they  live,  and  the  tempers  of 

penis  oflTering  no  feeling  of  elasticity  when  those  with  whom  thev  are  in  contact, 

pressed  between  the  fingers,  and  the  scrotn^^  ^^^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^  ^^^^  ^^  ^ 

almost  as  thm  as  a  piece  of  hnen  cloth ;  the  .  . 

testicles  hanging  very  low.     Upon  proceed-  opposition. 

ing  to  examine  the  urethra,  the  same  cowardly        All     who    have     watched    animals 

dread  of  pain  which  is  common  in  peopte  nursing  their  young  must  have  observed 

with  those  habits  was  strongly  shown.    A  .  °  .  i.    ^     .  •_   . 

bougie  was  carefully  passed  for  the  purpose  "^^  ^he  love  of  offspring  arouses  tbcMr 

of  ascertaining  whether  exaggerated  sensi-  combativeness,  and  makes  them  dan- 

bility  was  present  at  any  part  of  Ae  canal :  ge^us  to  approach  ;  and  the  originatore 
on  arriving  some  distance  beyond  the  cur-       -         .  i_  -  *  .   . 

vature,  he  regularly  screamed  out,  and  the  ^'   systems  have  often,  for  a  certain 

instrument  was  quietly  withdrawn.    I  now  time,  a  similar  parental  fondnesa  for 

determined  to  blunt  the  scnsibUity  at  this  their  progeny,  and  a  fierceness  whollr 

point  by  applying  upon  it  lunar  caustic;  ,  «    xu  •         ^      i  a  mv 

this  was  done  in  the  following  day.     That  ^^^'fi^  ^^  ^^^^  natural  temper.     ThlB 

day  week  I  saw  him  again ;  his  spirits  were  combativeness    protects   the    fondling 

much  improved ;  a  more  complete  erection  from  the  assaults  of  its  natural  enemies^ 

tl\r:^.X,'^c^o:Z^?^  «»<»  -»"«.  the  parent  to  resist  deter- 

he  saw  me ;   and  with  the  exception  of  the  minedly,  and  to  endure  cheerfully, what- 

fifth  night  no  emission  had  taken  place,  ever  the  rough  world  imposes  on  him, 

Sr  h'^  ^"^L-JSTw'ir 'Z'ire  tiUtheobjectofh«carebeco«es«,ba.t 

passed,  for  a  couple  of  days  after  the  appli-  enough  to  make  its  own  way.     But 

cation  of  the  caustic,  but  it  was  rapidly  alimentiveness  and  love  of  approbation, 

lessening.      In  three  weeks  afterwards  I  ^^^^^  ^^^j^  ^^^  ^  suspended,  are 
heard  from  mm  again,  but  did  not  see  him :  ^  ji        -i     ^  i 

there  had  been  two  more  discharges  during  »<>*  destroyed,  and  a  few  savory  morsels 

the  night,  but  he  was  sensible  of  increasing  and  fond  caresses  are  seldom  refused  if 

eDef;SToftbei«nua«rgui>.    Theimprwion  ducreeUy  offered,  Bt  degrees  the  yonng 
on  my  mmd  was,  that  a  second  application  cf  i_  i.  j  ? 

the  nitrate  would  be  necessary  in  this  crse,  Stranger  may  be  approached,  seen,  and 

more  especially  because  I  was  rather  mc  re  even  handled.    But  now  a  fresh  danger 

ohary  of  the  caustic  in  this  cue  than  usual,  ^^^its  it-not  from  its  enemies,  but  its 
from  an  apprehension  that,  from  hisgnat^.,        ,  ^  ^  .^       .  . 

morbid  cxcitobility,  there  might  be  come  mends,  who  are  apt  to  crowd  round  it 

after  trouble ;   however,  there  was  none ;  and  stifle  it. 

and  as  I  have  not  again  heard  from  him,  it        Jq  ji^e  manner  a  new  doctrine  in  any 

IS  fair  to  suppose  all  has  gone  on  well.  ^  i<  •  .T 

.  ^0  be  continued.]  '*^'^°^^'  ^''  *  °^^  appliance  in  any  art, 

. .__^  has  to  endure  first  the  dangers  of  oppo- 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE,  ^^on^^^^^^^^^d^^^^ 

„  .,       ^  popularity:    it  is  first  abused— then 

Fnday,  December  16,  1*42.  overrated  ;-if  it  survive  both  these,  it 

'*  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  roihi,  dignitatem  becomes    gradually    established    and 

^'ltJ^^"fi°^i'^l?^""'*^°''*"'*°''l.*"  strengthened,  and  at  length  takes  its 

pubUcum  sit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuso.'*  «  .       . 

Cicaao.  place  in  the  general  economy,  and  is 

propagated  by  its  own  inherent  vitality. 

DISCOVERIES  IN  MEDICINE.  Many  of  us  remember  the  martyr  age 

Every  great  discovery  which  incul-  of  auscultation  in  this  country,  the 

cates  a  new  principle  and  recommends  ridicule  which  attached  at  our  different 

a  new  practice,  has,  what  an  amusing  hospitals  to  the  few  believers  as  they 
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pursued  Iheir  lonely  way  through  the  lender  their  letters -patent   productive 
wards,  or  lingered  over  the  bed  of  a  to  the  inventor,  whether  in  pence  <ir 
single  patient  while  the  other  medical  praise.    But  a  discoverer  or  a  system 
officers  and  their  trains  swept  by.  may  be  in  advance  of  the  age ;  most  un- 
Sometimes  a  physician  would  con-  doubtedly  they  may,  and  sometimes 
descend  to  listen  to  a  r&le  or  a  rhonchus  are;  but  such  discoverers,  if  they  have 
represented  as  remarkably  distinct  and  a  littte  patience,  will  soon  see  the  age 
beautiful ;    then  the  auscultator  having  overtake  them, 
patiently  rectified  his  unskilful  attempts  All  who  have  fimcied  themselves,  or 
to  hold  the  instrument,  stood  by  in  been  placed  by  their  immediate  fol- 
anxious  suspense,  lest  that  awkwardness,  lowers,   in  the  dignified  position  of 
or  the  talking,  should  mar  the  effect,  those   master   spirits  who  lived  and 
and  lose  him  an  illustrious  convert  wrought  for  posterity,  must,  if  they 
Then,  what  exultation  when  a  post-  have  cultivated  the  habit  of  self-exa- 
mortem   examination   found  wanting  mination,  have  observed  the  lamenta- 
something  which  had  been  affirmed  to  ble  and  humiliating  tendency  of  per- 
be  present,  or  something  present  which  sonal  feeling  to  enter  in  and  to  alloy 
had    not  been  dreamt  of  in  the  new  thcpurityof  their  motives.    '<  Only  by 
philosophy  !  pride  cometh   contrition,''    saith    the 
Now  this  persecution,  which  all  new  vrise  man :  but  how  seldom  does  argu- 
theories  involving  a  change  of  practice  ment  fail  to  lead  to  strife.    With  this 
are    liable  to  bring  upon  their  first  acknowledged  infirmity  of  our  nature 
followers,  has  no  doubt  a  very  valu-  before  us,  there  is  one  point  which 
able  effect  in  the  social  economy  ;  it  those  who  are  opposing  the  current  of 
keeps  the  ranks  of  the  new  disciples  public  opinion  on  the  present  views 
from  being  swelled,  and  their  energies  and  habits  of  the  profession  would  do 
impeded,  by  a  crowd  of  the  half-believ-  well  not  to  lose  sight  of,  and  that  is, 
iug  and  indiflferent,  and  this  at  a  time  never  to  use,  or  allow  to  be  used,  un- 
when  vigour  and  concentration  are  of  worthy  means  in  promoting  their  views 
the  greatest  importance  to  the  cause ;  or  in  gaining  adherents.    Such  prac- 
when  the  smaller  the  end  of  the  wedge,  tices  damage  self-esteem,  often  the  only 
and  the  firmer  the  material,  the  greater  remaining  high  principle  which  bus* 
chance  of  its  penetrating,  and  ultimately  tains  us  from  within,  when  we  have 
rending  asunder,  the  resistance  which  lost  all  support  from  without,  while 
it  encounters :  it  is  also  sometimes  ser-  the  detection  of  them  calls  down  per- 
viceable  to  the  inventors,  and  to  the  in-  sonal  contempt,  and  a  degree  of  bitter- 
vention,  by  forcing  them  to  a  careful  re-  ness  and  indignation  towards  the  indi- 
vision  of  their  opinions,  and  a  rejection  viduals  who  practise  them,  which  often 
of  every  argument  which,  though  it  extends  itself  most  wrongfully  to  the 
might  win  approbation  from  friendly  cause  which  they  advocate.    We  ex- 
and  even  indifferent  persons,  yet  would  press  our  belief,  that  unworthy  acts, 
not  have  force  enough  to  convince  op-  like  the  undignified  complaints  men- 
ponentB.     Discoveries     and    systems  tioned  above,  do  not  originate  with  the 
which  oppose    existing    habits,   pre-  great  founders  of  systems,  but  with 
jttdices,  and  interests,  must  undergo  their  injudicious  followers.    "  Save  me 
the  test  of  almost  universal  opposition  from  my  friends  V* 
before  their  value  be  admitted.  Nothing  A  few  words  to  those   who   con- 
but  sterling  merit,  tried  and  approved,  scientiously  believe  that  they  are  guard- 
can  procure  their  general  adoption,  or  ing  the  avenues  to  error  in  our  own 


458  DISCOyBBIES  IN  MEDICINE. 

science.     Let  them  beware  of  intern-  qniiing  what  shall  make  yety  little 

perate  language,  and  the  attributing  show  in  communicating,  and  so  hmg 

unworthy  motives  to  their  opponents,  must  we  be  contented  to  leave  many 

There  are  so  many  good  reasons  why  things  unexplained,  even  at  the  risk  of 

a  wise  man  should  not  adopt  all  the  being  thought  imable  to  explain  them, 

opinions  presented  to  his  notice,  that  But  the  judgment,  the  manner,  the 

he  should  be  much  on  his  guard  lest  taste,  with  which  we  convey  our  arga- 

the  importunity  of  those  who  advance  ments,  or  our  apologies,  of  these  all 

them  should  lead  to  an  impatient  man-  are  judges,  and  there  is  no  more  pain- 

ner  of  rejection.     This  will  give   a  ful  exhibition  than  that  of  a  good 

seeming  if  not  a  real  advantage  to  his  cause  suffering  in  the  hands  of  a  bad 

antagonist,  who  will  naturally  accuse  advocacy.    This  subject  naturally  sug- 

himofmeeting  reasons  with  reproaches,  ge&ts   the   great   disadvantage  under 

for  want  of  more  legitimate  weapons  of  which  those  labour  who  have  neglected 

defence.  to  lay  a  solid  foundation  for  their  pro* 

The  public  generally  become  spec-  fessional  knowledge,  and  to  clothe  their 

tators,  if  not  arrayed  as  partisans,  in  ideas  with  such  language  aa  marks  the 

attacks  on  what  is  old,  or  advocacy  of  general  education  of  a  gentleman.    A 

what  is  new,  in  a  profession  which  peasant,  or  an  artizan,  while  eagerly 

80  nearly  concerns  their  personal  well-  pleading  the  merits  or  recounting  the 

being  as  that  of  medicine.    Few  of  us  effects  of  some  system  in  which  he 

have  not  been  repeatedly  questioned  believes,  will  command  such  attention 

about   homcBopathy  and   the    water-  from  the  novelty  of  his  su^iect,  and 

cure ;  and  although  the  questioners  may  the  earnestness  of  his  manner,  as  shall 

be  profoundly  ignomnt  of  the  merits  of  cause  his  defects  of  laaguage  to  be  un- 

the  various  cases  which  they  relate  to  heeded ;   but  a  professional  man,  aa 

ns   as  wonderful   cures,  and  wholly  often    aa    he  offends   against  gramr 

unable  to  appreciate  our  reasons  for  mar,  pronunciation,  or  the  like,  diverts 

caution  in  admitting  them  to  have  been  the  attention  of  his  hearers,  if  they  be 

such,  yet  they  may  be  quite  capable  of  educated  men,  from  the  merita  of  his 

detecting    aa   inconsequence   in  .our  arguments,  by  raising  a  smile  Ht  his 

arguments,  or  want  of  taste  or  of  tem-  mistake ;  and  it  may  be,  by  a  spernl*- 

per  in  our  strictures.    Considering  the  tion  on  the  i|j^orance  which  caused  it» 
nature  of  our  art,  and  the  complicated        Right  or  wrong,  the  education  of  the 

subjects  on  which  it  is  exerted,  we  higher   classes    in    this   country    is 

may  well  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  founded  on  a  sui^K>sed  acquaintance 

large  quantity  of  truth  and  certainty  withtheancientlanguages,  and  through 

that  we  can  calculate  on  in  practice ;  them,  or  with  them,  with  the  structure 

but  we  are  forced  to  adopt  many  ex-  of  language  in  general.    Any  evident 

pedientsfor  which  we  can  render  no  deficiency,  therefore,  in  this  knowledge^ 

very  good  reasons,  and  to  reject  many  betrayed  in  a  vulgar,  or  ungrammatical 

snggestions  which  reason  may  strongly  mode  of  expression,  cuts  a  man  mS,  in 

advocate.    The  great  majority  of  prac-  a  degree,  from  the  fellowship  and  from 

tationers,  and  certainly  the  best,  have  the  pf epossessions  of  those  classes. 

no  desire  to  make  the  art  or  the  science  This  may.  not.  signify  to  the  individu8J» 

of  medicine  a  mystery ;  but  so  long  as  but  it  does  to  the  profession  he  follows, 

art  remains  Icmg  in  propwtion  to  life,  and  the  cause  he  advocates.    It  is  true 

so  long  will  the  division  of  labour  this  is  an  ageof  transition,  when  learn* 

nquize  much  time  to  be  spent  in  ac-  ing»so  apt  to  be  clannish  and  exdosivei 
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is  yielding  the  chief  place  in  public  new  system    is   not   necessarily   the 

estimation  to  science — so  inclasive,  ex-  enemy  of  science:  we  should  do  well, 

caraivci  and  missionary  in  its  tenden*  therefore,  to  strengthen  our  own  post- 

cies,  and  when  the  professors  of  raedi-  tions  to  the  utmost,  and  maintain  an 

cine  invite  the  enlightened  public  not  armed  and  dignified  peace,  as  with  a 

to  the  discussion  of  classical  morceaux  power  which  may  one  day  be  our  ally, 

and  the  interchange  of  apt  and  recon-  though  it  appear  at  first  to  be  hostile, 

dite  quotations,  the  chief  value  of  which  its   pretensions  exaggerated,  and  its 

to  the  few  is  that  they  are  caviare  to  terms  exorbitant. 

the  general,  but  to  the  observation  of  

microscopic    objects,  which  all  good  rqYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRUR6ICAL 

eyes  may   see,   and   of    stethoscopic  SOCIETY. 

sounds,    which    all  good    ears    may  The  Presidknt  in  the  Chair. 

hear;    yet    they,    who    have     seen  Dec. wth, iS42. 

most  and  heard  most,  may  well  claim  ..._^ 

credit  for  skill  in  diagnosis  and  treat-  a  Report  qfeome  easee  of  Lithotomy,  with 

ment:    these  are  sounder  and  better  ObeervationeonCkeeelden'etaetandmost 

qualifications  for  professional  charac-  ^ceee^ul  method   of  operating.     By 

/        .         ^,           f ,     J  .    ..          e  Charles  Mayo,  Semor  Surgeon  to  the 

ter,  than    the    subtle  detection  of  a  County  Hospital  at  Wmchester.    (In  a 

transcriber's  error,  or  an  ear  shrink-  letter  to  £.  Stanley,  Esq.,  F.R.S.) 

ingly  sensitive  to  a   false  quantity  $  Ths  object  of  the  anther  in  this  oommoni- 

yet  we  should  take  some  heed  not  to  oatkm  is  to  recommend  for  general  adoption 

itMtifv    an    imnTeBsion    that    we  are  ^  method  of  operating  whidi  he  beUeves  to 

jusniy    an    impression    tnat   we  are  ^  ^j^  ^^  approved  by  Chewlden,  but 

unequal  to  the  dimciUties  of  conversa-  upon  which  qneation  there  appears  to  have 

tional  prosody,  or  indifferent   to  the  been  much  differenoe  of  opinion,  even  among 

proper  position  of  our  aspirates,  lest  tl»  writers  contemporary  with  Chodden,  or 

^.                   ,       ^   ,     ^                   :,  nearly  sncceedmg  to  his  time.    The  opera- 

the  more  educated  of  our  guests  be  tion  is  peribrm^  with  a  common  scilpel, 

tempted  to  scoff  at  our  blunders.  making  first  a  large  and  deep  ukcision,  and 

To  all  ill-timed  and  ill-natured  re-  ^»  J»»^K  en*  »*?  ?«  «de  of  the  proa- 

».«*v<i  -«  4K«  A^fi^^^^i^  ^f  w.4^;^.]  *»^  gland,  the  knife  IS  brought  out  along  the 

marks  on  the  defioepcies  of  medicid  ^^^^  of  the  staflf  into  the  membnmons 

science,  we  have  a  fair  and  ready  an-*  portion  of  die  urethra.    In  a  case  in  which 

swer :  we  candidly  confess  its  imper-  ***•  operation  was  done  upon  the  dead  snb- 

Ai.»»j«v.«.    «»i.;«i.  «-  i«^«»«.  ««A««  ..  «,-»  ie**»  ^  author  thus  describes  the  incision, 

fiections,  which  we  lament  more  as  we  „  ascertained  by  a  careftd  dissection.    "Tlie 

know  them  better  than  other  people,  tract  and  extent  of  the  incision  m  the  pros- 

but  we  have  &cts  and  figures  to  shew  **^  appeared  to  be  from  an  inch  to  an  in<^ 

4>k.f  ;*«  ;m«^wv,*^m^»4-  :•  «»n.^.«ofl«:«,.,.  ■nd  a  half  in  lengfli,  and  in  an  oblique 

^at  lis  improvement  is  progressive-  aj^i^n,  leating   tiie  seminal  ducts  iid 

that  while  we  are  bound  to  teach  our  caput  galinaginis  to  the  right,  and  ending 

pupils  all  that  we  know  ourselves,  we  in  the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra.'' 

hope  and  believe  they  will  one  day  ^'  "^^TJ^^i?^^  '*?^'?  ^^^ 

'^               ,             ■,        i_     .             .  manner  in  the  Whachester  Hospital,  and  in 

know  more  than  we.do— that  mpnetis-  private  practice,  two  died,  and  in  one  of 

ing  our  art  we  cannot  afford  to  lose  the  these  there  was  found  mudi  disease  of  the 

benefitofany  facts,  from  whatever  source  5fh»eys,  while  ^  other  presented  eztensiTe 

.,                  ^          !i       J           X     i_    J.  disorganiMtion  of  the  lungs. 

they  may  be  produced,  nor  to  be  di8«  The  author  objects  to  the  adrice  given  by 

tmcted  by  any  theories,  however  bril-  Dr.  Willis,  who  says,  that  **  the  perfection 

liant  they  may  appear,  till  they  point  ^  ?f  operaticm  oonsistB  in  making  as  small 

.,.               ix  » ^Mck  as  possible  into  the  anterior  edge  of 

to  obvious  results. .  ^  prost&e,  and  tearing  the  rest;  and  re- 

As  an  argument  for  temper,  pm-  marks,  that  there  are  several  objections  and 

dence,  and  candour,  in  <mr  dealing  with  tawmsiateicies  which   might   be  observed 

^^A  -.«-         A-        r^.^       ;»  -*  -Ai" upon  m  the  practice  of  the  most  successful 

and  oor  4>M«»jr  o/new  and  atMOag  &tami^,  gWng,  »  ui  inMuice,  the 

doctrines,  it  may  be  suggested  that  a  pnetioe  of  Mr.  Mvtinemi,  who  lost  oatj 
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two  cases  out  of  84,  cat  id  17  yearsi  and  of  which  gave  its  form  and  ontline  to  the 
who,  nevertheless,  was  in  the  habit  (as  the  body,  it  was  important  to  impress  upon  all 
author  alleged)  of  making  a  lateral  enlarge-  the  established  truth,  Uiat  if  in  health  the 
ment  of  the  wound  in  withdrawing  the  kniife,  bones  lay  silent  beneath  the  covering   of 
whereby  the  internal  pudendal  artery  must  more  sensitiye  structures,  and  seldom  re* 
often  have  been  in  jeopardy,  and  of  putting  ceived  or  conveyed  to  the  conscious  mind 
lint  and  a  pledget  of  tow  over  the  wound  the  impress  of  external  objects^  under  the 
to  exclude  the  air.     He  concludes  by  re-  conditions  of  disease  they  acquired  proper- 
marking,  that  the  main  points  on  which  he  ties  as  vital,  sensibilities  as  acute,  as  any 
particularly  insists,  are,  **  a  free  incision  of  organ  or  part  in  the  whole  system,   the 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  so  that  the  stone  warmth  and  pulsations  of  which  could  be 
may  be  extracted  without  laceration,  and  a  felt  and  examined.     However  dense  or  stone- 
large  external  wound,  properly  kept  open,  like  any  portion  of  the  osseous  system  may 
in  order  to  avoid  all  risk  of  urinary  intil-  be,  no  one  present  required  to  be  informed 
tration.''  that  it  was  a  compound  of  two  different 
Tlie  next  meeting  of  the  Society  will  bs  elements,  one  an  earth,  and,  viewed  sepa- 
held  on  Jan.  10th,  1843.  rately,  quite  inorganic,  the  other  an  animal 

constituent.    To  the  properties  of  the  former 

CONVERSAZIONE  AT  ST.  THOMAS'S  J^  febric  owed  its  soUdity ;  to  tlnwc  of  the 

HriQPTT  A  T  ^^^^'^  ^^  tenacity  and  flexibility  of  its  struc- 

UU&rl  lAJj,  ^j^  ^gpg  equally  due.     Let  one  of  the  oom- 

ponent  elements  be  altered  in  quality,  or 

On  Friday,  the  16th  inst.,  the  second  of  the  altogether  removed,  and  the  dependent  pro- 
evening  meetings  for  the  session,  given  by  perties  of  the  system  will  correspondently 
the  m&cal  teachers  of  this  school,  was  held  alter  or  disappear.    Whatever  might  be  said 
in  the  great  hall  of  the  hospital.     In  an  of  the  depressed  standard  of  its  vitality  unde» 
eloquent  address  on  the  subject  of  moUitis  the  conditions  of  vigorous  health,  he  might 
ossium,  Mr.  Solly  commenced  the  proceed-  readily  concatenate  a  long  array  of  diseases 
ings  of  the  evening.     He  remarked,  "  that  to  shew  that  this,  indeed,  did  not,  any  more 
in  undertaking  the  honourable  task  with  the  than  other  and  more  actively  endowed  sys^ 
performance  of  which  the  heads    of   this  terns,  enjoy  exemption  from  the  inroads  of 
school  had  entrusted  him,  he  felt  that  in  the  disease.    Inflammation,  ulceration,  and  sup- 
vast  assembly  before  him  he  recognised  two  puration,  had  the  bone  itself  frequently  for 
classes  of  auditors,  to  one  of  which  the  their   seat.      That  anomalous  example  of 
technicality  of  a  medical  subject,  if  minutely  animality,  the  hydatid,  flourished  and  mul- 
treated,  would  prove  as  tedious  as  it  was  tiplied  in  the  interior  of  its  structure.    Tu- 
unintelligible,  while  to  the  other  the  simple  bercular  matter,  which  mingles  protracted 
elements  involved  in  the  first  principles  of  misery  in  too  many  instances  with  the  ad- 
his  subject  would  equally  fail  to  interest  or  vantages  of  our  cliipate,  and  the  comforts  of 
entertain.    He  felt,  notwithstanding,  that  a  our    civilized  country,  frequently  cbangea 
new  and  vigorous  impulse  was  being  imparted  the  very  structure  of  the  bone;   malignant 
to  the  progress  of  medical  science,  and  that  affections  assume  in  this  system  a  deter- 
a  gratifying  patronage  was  being  offered  to  minate  character.    But  the  most  remarkable 
the  exertions  of  its  teachers,  when  he  saw  process  of  disorganization  of  any  to  whidi 
that  men,  to  many  of  whom  the  literature  of  the  bone  is  incident,  is  unquestionably  that 
our  country  was  eminently  indebted — others  of  which  he  should  this  evening  have  the 
whose  distinguished  labours  had  contributed  honour    more    particularly  to   speak.     In 
tofnrther  the  usefulends  of  science — mingled,  surgery  it  has  long  been  taught,  that  the 
with  encouraging  warmth,  among  the  mem-  whole  or  parts  of  the  osseous  system,  at  two 
bers  of  a  professional  assembly,  invited  to  different  periods  of  life,  are  liable  to  become 
partake  in  the  common  interest  which  must  the  subject  of  a  structural  change,  by  which 
attend  the  discovery  of  a  new  truth,  or  the  their  earthy  constituents  are  removed,  whil^ 
development  of  a  new  principle  within  the  the  softer  parte  remain.    From  this  resulto 
immediate  pale  of  mecUcine  in  particular,  the  ti^ftemng  of  the  bone.    Although,  on 
Under  the  twofold  obligations  which,   he  that  occasion,  time  would  not  permit  him  to 
conceived,  he  was  called  upon  to  fulfil,  to  enter  into  details  of  controversial  pointe,  he 
combine  the  elementary  with  the  technical,  believed  that  that  form  of  softening  incident 
he  would  observe,  in  preliminary,  that  as  the  to  infancy  and  childhood,  and  called  rickete, 
skeleton,  the  passive  frame-work  of  the  body,  could  no  more  be  termed  a  dUeoie,  than 
constituted  in  the  view  of    many  nothing  simple  emaciation  of  the  soft  stmctues  of 
more  than  an  inert  system  of  machinery,  the  body  dependent  upon  imperfect  or  per- 
whose  component  levers  were  appropriately  verted  digestion  and  assimilation  could'  be 
sustained  in  their  office  of  supporting,  or  rightly    brought    under    that    designation, 
determinably  wielded  in  the  act  of  locomotion  That  softening  which  occurs  in  the  adult  is 
by  a  superadded  system  of  muscles,  the  sum  slow  in  ite  origin,  progressive  in  its  cowrse. 
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and  fatal  in  its  tendency.      It  is  to  the  He  had  ftilly  oonvinoed  himself  that  the 

former  affection,  although  the  same  in  ester-  repnted  worms  irere   nothing    more  than 

nal  and  meehanieal  character,  what  a  malig-  foreign  particles  incorporated  with  the  sub- 

nant  is  to  a  non-malignant  disease.    He  was  stance  of  the  sections  prepared.    He  had 

not  acquunted  with,  nor  could  he  discoTcr  not,  therefore,    the  satisfeiction  of  stating 

in  the  records  of  surgery,  a  single  anthenti-  that  they  had  discovered  any  thing  impor- 

cated  example  of  eomptete  recovery  fttmi  tant  as  a  clue  to  the  pathology  of  this  singular 

this  latter  form  of  moUities  of  the  bone.     In  disease.    Mr.  Solly  remarked  it  as  a  strik* 

advocacy  of  the  view  which  contends  for  ing  circumstance  in  the  history  of  this  dis- 

essential  difference  between  the  character  of  ease,  that  in  the  post-mortem  inspections  of 

this  disease  as  it  happens  in  infaney,  and  twenty  cases  which  he  had  collected,  the 

that  mode  in  which  it  presents  itself  in  the  appearances  and  changes  in  all  were  very 

adult,  be  would  quote  the  opinion  and  experi-  exactly  the  same.    The  cases  recorded  by 

enoeof  M.Gu^rin.  Hewassorrythat  he  could  Mr.   Thompson,   Mr.   Howship,  and  Mr. 

make  no  addition  to  our  limited  knowledge  Curling,  furnished  facts  of  great  interest, 

respecting  the  actual  causes  of  this  disease.  It  That  of  Madame  Sapiot,  described  by  Mo* 

might  indeed  be  declared,  for  it  was  infinitely  rand,  was  a  remarkable  case — all  the  bones, 

better  to  expose  and  confess  our  ignorance  except  the  teeth,  were  as  soft  as  wax.    In 

than  to  cloak  it  under  the  canopy  of  verbal  conclusion,   Mr.    Solly   alluded    to    many 

speculations,  that  at  present  nothing  was  de-  interesting    facts    In    connection  with  the 

finitely  known  of  the  conditions  which  re*  subject. 

motely  or  immediately  were  capable  of  pro-  Dr.    Hodgkin    then    explained    a    new 
dacing  the  disease.  He  would  emphatically  re-  method  of  conducting  the  examination  of  the 
mark,  that  it  would  redound  advantageously  chest  and  abdomen,  lately  adopted  by  Mr. 
to  the  progress  of  medical  science,  if  doubts  Francis  Sibson,  house-surgeon  to  the  Not- 
were  always  expressed,  and  ignorance,  in  the  tingham  Infirmary.    The  real  improvemsnt 
spirit  of  candour,  always  exposed  ;   per-  in  Uiis  mode  of  inspection  appears  to  consist, 
sonalities  would  then  be  happily  immolated  not  in  eliciting  the  actual  conditions  of  the 
at  the -shrine  of  the  general  good."  viscera   contahied  in    these    cavities,    but 
Mr.  Solly  then  proceeded  to  detail  theparti-  rather  in  reeordmg  the  relative  situations  of 
culars  of  a  remarkable  case  of  mollities  ossinm  the  organs,  or  the  parts  of  an  organ ;  the  dis* 
in  a  female,  which  recently  occurred  at  tiie  placements  caused  by  effusions  and  disease ; 
Hanwell.     Hie  appearances  of  the  body,  and  the  outline,  and  therefore  the  size  of  the  af- 
the  bones  of  the  extremity,  and  their  micro-  fected  organ.     Hie  plan  may  be  briefly  de- 
scopic  changes,  were  illustrated  by  numerous  scribed  as  consisting  in  the  use  of  a  square 
and  well*executed  diagrams.     The    bones  tttmo  of  wood,  large  enough  to  equal  the 
were  much  enlarged  and  softened ;   the  ex-  length  and  breadth  of  the  trunk,  having  wires 
tremities  were  much  distorted ;  firactures  of  or  pieces  of  tape  longitudinally  and  trans- 
the  clavicles  and  femora  had,  on  several  versely  disposed,  and  fixed  to  the  frame, 
occasions,  occurred ;  the  skull  was  considrra-  A  sheet  of  thin  wire  gauze  is  fitted  into  this 
bly  thickened,  while  the  structure  of  the  square,  so  that  the  lines  of  tape  or  wire  may 
diploe  had  been  rendered  more  cancellous  by  be  separated,  or  approximated  upon  the  sur- 
absorption.    The  medullary  cavities  of  thie  face  of  the  gauze,  according  to  the  area  of 
cylindrical    bones  were  fiUed  with  a  soft  the  spot  desired  to  be  indicated  and  mea- 
grumous  pultaceous  matter.  sured.  Adjusting  then  a  sheet  of  paper  on  the 
The  previatu  hittory  qfthe  coMe^  imeluding  square,  the  outline  of  the  chest  or  abdomen 
itoerai  poinit  of  intere$t. — In  this  case  the  being  taken  or  drawn,' the  exact  limits  of  the 
disease  was  not  a  family  complaint.    The  pa-  affected  region  can  be  accurately  defined, 
tient  had  passed  through  a  long  period  of  men-  Thus,  as  Dr.  Hodgkin  remarked,  the  veil  of 
tal  and  bodily  suffering  before  she  was  ulti-  flesh  and  bones  which  conceals  from  view  the 
mately  removed  to  the  Hanwell  Asylum.    At  varied  changes  which  disease  occasions  in  the 
the  period  when  the  mind  became  evidently  recesses  of  the  important  organs,  is  virtually 
affected,  the  deformity  in  the  body  beigan.    A  removed.     Already  numerous  very  valuable 
marked  improvement  now  took  place  in  the  and  curious  facts  have  been  developed  by 
st*te  of  the  mind,  and  which  continued  in  a  the  industry  and  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Sibson. 
soanufconift/iofi  until  the  very  termination  of  The  podtion  and  extent  of  the  liver,  the 
thecaae.  Mr.  SoUythm  alluded  to  the  alleged  diaphragm,    the  lungs,    heart,    and    large 
discovery  of  entozoa  on  the  bones  of  fiiis  venels,  are  most  accurately  andsystematically 
individual,    by    an    ingenious    microscopic  defined  in  their  outline  by  his  labours.     We 
workman.     As  the  subject  had  lately  excited  may  allude  particularly  to  the  discovery  of 
considerable  curiosity  in  the  hospital,  he  felt  a  new  muscle  by  this  gentleman.     It  was  de- 
ii  his  duty  to  investigate  the  structure  of  the  scribed  as  a  slip  of  one  of  the  scaleni,  de- 
bones,  which  he  then  exhibited,  with  especial'  scending  to  insert  itself  into  the  eupola  or 
care,  with  the  assistance  of  his  able  micro-  summit  of  the  pleura,  and  serving  the  part 
soopic  friends,  Mr.  Busk,  and  Mr.  Queckett.  of  a  suspensory  apparatus.  In  conclusion  Dr. 
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Hodgkin  obwnred*  that  tins  method  of  tan-  fi;om  "  M  W  ponible ;  vis.  "  a  set  nr* 

gibly  recording  the  actaal  conditions  of  the  pcrUd  verkoHm  expre99ly  for  the  Medical 

▼isoera  of  the  chest  formed  a  very^  impor-  Times  ^and  earefoUy  corrected  by  the  lee- 

tant  and  useful  addition  to  the  immortal  dis-  turer" — caUing  the  moct  possible  attentiosi 

corery  of  Laennec,  and  every  praise  was  dne  to  the  reporter's  labours  or  merits,  and  the 

to  Mr.  Sibson  for  the  success  with  which  he  least  possible  to  those  of  Dr.  HalL    When 

had  carried  out  the  plan.  Dr.  Hall,  therefore,  asserts  that  I  annonnood 

On  the  central  table  of  the  hall,  rare  and  explicitly'  or  implicitly  his  entering  "  into 

remarkable  specimens  of  mollities  oeaium  a  spontaneous  arrangement  with   me/'  be 

were  exhibited,  for  which  the  museum  of  asserts  that  which  is  not  true,  as  ktkntm. 

this  hospital  in  its  surgical  collection  has  But  though  I  mentioned  no  sneh  things  "Dr. 

long  been  distinguished.     Several  valuable  Hall  knows  tiiere  was  a  syoolaneous  sr- 

microsoopes  were  distributed  over  the  table,  rangement,— wtM  mefeo/— ad  not  with  me 

and  specimens  of  microscopic  preparations  on/y,  but  with  the  reporter  also,  and  this 

were  actively  exhibited,  to  the  great  delight  two>fold  spontaneous  arrangement  was  not 

and  entertainment  of  an.  Among  tiiiecompany  only  to  eorrvcf ,  but  to  rewrite  his  lectures ; 

present,  which  amoonted  to  more  than  800  and  eonsdous  of  this  disgraoefol  compact-* 

persons,  we  observed  some  of  the  most  dis-  fer  it  iiros  disgraceful  to  Mm  if  it  were  meant 

tinguished  prolrasorsin  the  metropolis,  masf  to  have  been  underhand  and  on  the  sly, — 

of  die  governors  of  the  hospital,  and  in-  ad-  his  timidity  took  every  thing,  however  dis- 

dition  many  distinguished  persons.    Among  tant,  for  the  divulgement  of  his  eowtyromis- 

others  we  recognised,  Sir  James  Clark,  Bart. ;  mg  secret.     He  himself  avows  that  he  did 

Sir  George  Carroll ;  Sir  George  Lefevre ;  not  discourage  the  reporter  in  his  intention 

Count Rolin:  William  Williama,  Esq.M.P. ;  to  give  his  lectures;  he  owns  he  forthwith 

William  Pilcher,  Esq. ;  Sheriff  and  Alderman  offered  his  assistance,  that  he  pledged  him- 

Fiamoomb ;  Ridiard  Hethman  Pigeon,  Esq.  self  to  eorreetf  nay  to  rewrite  them,  and 

Christ's  Hospital ;  Thomas  Weeding,  Esq. ;  though  he  now  explains  the  latter  offer  by 

and  BHny  others  of  the  governors  of  the  the  flimsy  and  palpably  fklse  pretext  that 

hospital.     Dr.   Freondt    (^  Vienna.     Dr.  the  lectures  needed  it  from  the  incorrectness 

Dieffeubac^,  Beriin;    Antonius  G.    Ane-  of  some    *^ medical   terma"  (which  any 

cnry,  Beyrout ;  Professors  Owen,  Sharpey,  medical  man  could  correct  in  five  minutes), 

Grant,  Murphy ;  John  E.  Gray,  Esq.  British  yet  the  fact  remains  unchanged    tiiat  he 

Museum ;    Dr.   Bright ;     Dr.   Babington ;  **  spontaneously   arranged"   with    the    m- 

Dr. Holland;  Dr. Clutterbuck ;  Dr.  Rigby ;  porter,    first  to  allow  his  lectures    to  be 

Dr.  Forbes ; — CaUaway,  Esq.  ;^^Skey  Esq.  reported ;  secondly,  to  revise  them  himself 

— — — — ^— — ^— — —  when  reported;  thirdly,  to  rewrite  then. 

THE  "  MEDICAL  TIMES"  AND  DR.  ^'^l  ^'^Ml:    ^^i^'^^**  P*"'   *?'.  "^  ^ 

niTADcuATT    uATT  undcrtook  thc  rsvlsion  sud  rcwntuig,  to  do 

MAKbUAL-L  HALL..  ^  personal  service  to  this  unknown  "  person 

calling  himself  a  short-hand  writer,"  who 

Medical  Times  Office,  Dec.  17,  iwa.  applied  to  him,  he  says,  not  for  me,  not  fbr 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  the  Journal,  but  for  himself  (the  reporter), 

and  Dr.  Hall  marks  this  in  italics— -yet  dM 

^**'  Dr.  Hall,  unwritten  to  by  me,  uninvited. 

Your  insertion    of   Dr.  Marshall    Hall's  unsolicited — *' spontaneously,"  if  he  like 

tfi^n'otis    and    certainly  not  over-correct  the  word  better,  write  to  me— hitherto  a 

charges,  gives  me  a  claim  in  honeei,  Engliah  passive  party  in  this  matter--to  what  effect 

fair-play^  to  a  reply,  and  I  dare  say  our  do  you  think  ?  Why,  "  that  it  had  occurred 

being  fellow-journalists  will  not  invalidate  to  him  that  it  might  be  well  to  postpone 

that  claim.  the  insertion  of  his  lectures  until  the  first 


gave 

in  your  Journal  his  correction  of  his  lectures  reasons.  "They  would  be  more  perfect, 
*'  OS  tf  he  had  entered  into  a  spontaneous  and  ef  more  service  to  me"  (the  Editor), 
arrangement"  with  me.  He  does  not  com-  But  this  did  not  end  his  spontaneous  kind- 
plain  of  my  doing  something,  bat  doing  it  ness.  He  arranges  to  do  the  work  '*  well," 
"▲9  iv"— a  kind  of  constructive  guilt  which  and  concludes,  "you  might  insert  eeveral 
once  counted  against  the  sovereign,  and  still  noticee,  and  bxoitc  a  littlk  bzpbcta- 
counts,  it  seems,  against  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  tion  !"  This  letter  is  dated  the  8th  inst.; 
Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians.  Un-  the  dresdful  advertisements,  announcing 
fortunately  even  this  ingenious  "  construe-  *<  carefU  revision  by  the  lecturer,"  ap- 
tive"  charge  is  without  troth.  The  an-  •^leared  on  the  10th.  So  you  see,  sir,  the 
nouncement  I  ordered  is  ^  the  shortest,  spontaneous  arrangement  which  the  fasti- 
plainest,  least  ambiguous,  and  most  free  dious  Doctor  thinks  so  disgraceful,  even  in 
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Imagined    poitilnlitj,  absolutely  did  take  an  opportonitj  of  ezpieesing  my  entire  oon« 

place  in  Ml  plenitude  with  every  aggntTat-  currence    not  only  in  yoor  atatement  of 

ing   complioation — ^and  that  too  not  with  fiicts  but  in  every  sentiment  you  have  ex- 

me  only,  but  with  my  emphyi  alio.  preesed  in  reference  to  them.    If  Dr.  Hall, 

Dr,  Hall  being  a  gentlsman  who  can  do  after  yoor  expose  (which  I  thus  willingly 

great  good  on  small  inducements,  says  that  make  my  own)  do  not  lose  caste — ^if  that 

it  was  necessary  to  rewrite  the  lectures,  be-  misfortune  still  await  him-^I  shall  have  a 

cause  they  were  so  faulty.    They  may  be  far  humbler  opinion  of  the  present  heads 

fiittlty,  but  (as  every  body  that  reads  Uiem  of  your  noble  profession  than  any  thing  in 

may  see)  they  are  exactly  as  he  delivered  their  past  history  wairsnts. 

them.     If  tins,  then,  be  a  chazge  against  Bdieve  me,  my  dear  ^^— , 

himself,  let  him  answer  it  to  his  insulted  Faithfully  yours, 

auditory:   if  against  the  reporter — whose  (Signed)    T.  Pnna  Hbalbt. 

deservedly  high  character  as  a  short-hand  .^^^^  g^^^  g^^^  j^  yj 

writer,  is,  in  truth,  his  bread — ^the  charge  is 

a  miserable  and  transparent  calumny,  which  Ma.  omooby's  note. 

no  man  of  spirit  (however  driven  in  self-  Sia, — Having  read  your  letter  to  the  Edi- 

defenoe)  would  have  resorted  to.    That  xe-  for  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  I  conscientiously 

porter's  answer  to  this,  as  to  Dr.  Hall's  other  testify  that  all  therem  related  with  regard 

statements,  is  conclusive.     He  affirms  that  to  myself  and  my  interviews  with  Dr.  Hall, 

directly  or  indirectly  Dr.  Hall  Bought  the  is  true  to  the  letter.    And  in  contradiction 

report  of  his  lectures  in  the  Medical  Times ;  to  Dr.  Hall's  statement,  vrhioh  to  my  own 

unasked,  gave  him  a  card  to  the  lectures  ;  knowledge  does  not  contain  but  one  asser- 

invited,  courted,  weloomedtherevisionof  the  tion  which  is  not  either  a  fiilsity  or  a  mu- 

lectures;  declared,  when  he  saw  the  first,  that  (ilated  truth,   I  unhesitatingly  pledge  my 

"  it  was  word  for  word,"  and  read  in  his  own  diaracter  as  a  short-hand  writer  of  nine 

parlour,  brfort   the   reporter ^  psge  after  years'  experience  to  the  entire  correctness 

page,  wymg  to  each,  *'  there  is  nothing  to  of  my  reports  of  his  lectures  now  in  ooune 

correct  in  dat."  And  he  farther  asseverates  of  publication  in  the  Medical  Times. 

that  1}t,  Hall  at  every  interriew  was  exu-  I  remain,  &c., 

berant  in  his  expressions  of  anxiety  to  serve  (Signed)        H.  Gbbgort. 

me,  and  fdidtated  himself  that  he  had  now  5^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  Medical  THmee. 

an  opportunity  of  making  what  he  called  an       ,-  o*  ,     _  a* ^*  r'i«,i,«.»-.«ii 

t.   4.*^*^        4»»' J-      u'^^j.   •     ^'  •*         T*  16,  St.  James  Street,  Oerkenwell, 

"atonement"  for  his  past  inactivity.      If  ^      Dec.  17  1843? 

Dr.  Hall,  therefore,  be  not  (as  universal  re-    L— ! 

^^l^X'^^^T^JLot:  POWEK  OP  EXPULSION  PROM  THE 

none  but  himself  can  understand,  much  less  COLLEGES  OF  PHYSICIANS 

explain,  the  exdto-motor  principle  of  his  AND  SURGEONS. 

recent  letter  to  you — ^a  letter  which,  what-  __ 

SrH"Vp&o"SSft2L.!tT3:J  T^Ue  Manor  ^,keM.ai^aa.e,U. 

his  dvic  practices  far,  verj  Ur,  beyond  dis-  Sir, 

pute.  There  is  every  reason  to  expect,  in  the 

Replies,  rir,  always  require  more  space  ensuing  year,  the  grant  of  new  charters  to 
than  chaiiges,  which  are  often  mischievous  in  the  medical  coQeges,  and  the  consequent  ex- 
proportion  to  their  unspedfic  brevity,  but  I  tension  of  the  privileges  and  protection  they 
trust  you  will  overlook  the  length  to  whidi  afford.  A  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
my  remarks  have  extended,  in  pity  for  an  wished  is,  that  every  physician  and  surgeon 
unfortanat0  brother  Editor  involved  hongr^t  should  be  compelled  to  enrol  themsdvea 
malgri^  in  a  contention  with  a  person  members  or  licentiatea  of  one  of  the  British 
in  whom  the  very  genius  of  professional  metropolitan  collies  or  corporations,  with 
squabbles  seems  to  be  incarnate,  and  who,  an  ad  eundem  privilege  to  practise  through- 
as  if  under  some  invincible  fatality,  can  have  out  the  empire.  No  surer,  more  efficient, 
no  dealings  with  predecessors  or  cotempo-  method  could  be  devised  for  carrying  out  the 
raries  save  to  their  loss.  moral  of  your  excellent  motto,  "  dignita- 

Appending  the  confirmatory  observations  tern  Artis  Medicse  tueri."   Utopian  schemers 

of  my  esteemed  coUaborateMr,  Mr.  Piers  of  impracticable  hypotheses  would  be  an- 

Healey,  the  barrister,  and  of  Mr.  Gregory,  g^ered  by  the  working  of  our  reformed  in- 

the  rsporter,  I  am,  air,  stitutions,  the  failure  of  which  they  already 

Your  obe  aent  servant,  predict  in  their  sarcastic  cry  of  "  parturient 

The  Editor  or  the  Mbdicai.  Times,  montes." 

After  securing  the  more  perfect  education 

NOTE  VROM  MR.  HEALEY.  and  cconomy  of  the  profession  in  its  diffe- 

Mt  dear , — I  am  too  happy  to  have  rent  departments,  the  next  step  of  primary 


; 
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Importance  is  the  power  of  expeUiog  un- 
worthy members.  Whether  this  object  is 
comprised  in  the  new  charters,  or  to  be  at- 
tained by  snbsequent  by-laws,  svch  a  provi- 
sion would  be  hailed  with  enthusiasm  by 
every  honourable  practitioner.  The  enlight- 
ened men  of  the  present  Councils,  by  whose 
liberality  so  great  a  concession  to  public 
opinion  is  chiefly  owing,  should  seriously 
consider  this  hiUierto  neglected  point, — a 
point,  surely,  on  which  the  very  existence  of 
the  esprit  du  eorpa  of  ereiy  corporate  body 
must  necessarily  dqpend.  This  point  once 
accomplished,  the  College  councils,  or  go- 
verning bodies,  would  immediately  vindicate 
medical  honour  and  dignity,  by  drumming 
out  of  the  profession  the  notorious  '*  Fellow 
of  Ely  Place,  and,  interalio»,  the  licentiate 
physicians  and  surgeons  who  pander  to  po- 
pular prejudice  in  consultation  with  bone 
setters  and  other  unlicensed  iffuorami; 
whilst  the  righteous  sword  of  medical  justice 
would  be  held  in  salutary  terror  over  the 
heads  of  obsequious  delinquents,  who  hunt 
for  patients  eoute  qui  eouie,  and,  in  defiance 
of  the  whole  medical  press,  oust  their  profes- 
sional brethren  from  public  appointments 
which  their  predecessors  vacateid  no  sooner 
than  honour  and  conscience  imperatively 
called  for.  To  strike  such  men  from  the 
registration  lists  is  the  only  cure  for  such  an 
evU.  An  editorial  article  on  the  above  sub- 
ject would  oblige 

A  CoNSKRVATrvB  Meoical 
Rkformsr. 
Dec.  17, 1843. 

— - _-__    ■_■_ _        -.- 

NEW  LUNATIC  ASYLUM  AT  DIJON. 

A  GENERAL  ssylum  for  the  insane  has  just 
been  founded  at  Dijon,  on  a  magnificent 
plan,  and  of  a  fine  architectural  design,  on 
the  spot  formerly  occupied  by  a  Carthusian 
convent.  Besides  the  patients  of  the  depart- 
ment, those  of  the  neighbouring  ones  will 
also  be  received.  A  chief  physician  will  re- 
side as  director  in  the  establishment,  which 
will  be  capable  of  containing  more  than  400 
patients.  Eleven  hectares  of  land  are  an- 
nexed to  it,  the  cultivation  of  which  by  the 
patients,  whose  situation  admits  of  it,  will  be 
one  of  the  most  powerful  means  of  cure,  a 
fact  demonstrated  for  some  years  at  Paris, 
both  at  Bioetre  and  the  Salpetriere. — 
Gaxette  MidieaU,  Dec.  3d,  1842. 

RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

On  the  Chemical  Discrimination  of  Vesi- 
cal Calculi.  By  E.  A.  Scharling,  A. A. 
L.L.M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Uni- 
versity and  Polytechnic  School,  Copenhagen. 
Translated,  with  an  Appendix,  by  S.  Elliott 
Hoakins,  M.D.     With  Plates. 

Vivisection  Investigated  and  Vindicated. 
By  George  F.  Etherington,  M.D.  5cc. 


Chemical  Manipulation;  being  Instruc- 
tions to  Students  in  Chemistry  on  the  Me- 
thods of  Performing  Experiments  of  Demon- 
stration or  Research,  with  accuracy  and 
success.  By  Michael  Faraday,  D.C.L., 
F.R.S.  G.S.  &c.    Third  Edition,  revised. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  GRNTLBICEN  ADMITTKO  MBMBBRS. 

Friday,  December  16,  1842. 

M.  Ward.— P.  J.  Osborne.— C.  P.  Daniell.— 
W.  T.  Edwards.— W.  S.  Watson.— A.  St^bens. 
—J.  Hancock. —  F.  Wallis.  — R.  Baker.  — W. 
Milner.-P.  Benson.— A.  King.— H.  R.  DanielL 
— T.  W.  SothergilL— F.  Hawthorn. 

Monday,  Decenifter  19,  1842. 

H.  Hadlow.-G.  Newstead.— H.  Carless.— J. 
Lu^.— T-  Howell.— J.  C.  BlanshanL— G.  HoU 
man.— J.  P.  Gates.- H.  W.  Brest ^G.  Pink.— 
T.  Lyie.-F.  B.  Hunt.— T.  Good.— R.  Cammsck. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  or  OBNTLBMBX  WHO  HAVB  BBCBITBD 
CBRTIFICATBS. 

Thuidajt  Dtcember  15,  184«. 

J.  Southern,  Ludlow.— G.  C.  Dale,  London — 
Richard  Jones,  Blakeney,  Gloucestershire.— 8. 
Poyaer,  Wirkswortb. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  December  10,  1842. 

Small  Pox 1» 

Measles  91 

Scarlatina  S5 

Hooping  Cuugb  21 

Croup  9 

Thrush    4 

Diarrhoea 7 

Dysentery  0 

Cholera    -. 0 

Infliiensa 0 

Typhus    15 

Erysipelas 5 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  ISO 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    289 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  aud  Blood-vessels  ....  15 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Onrans  of  Digestion    » 62 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 5 

Childbed 7 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  ftc S 

Rheumatism 7 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c S 

Ulcer    • 

Fistuhi   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 89 

Old  Af^  or  Natural  Decay 65 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intemp»> 

ranee  19 

Causes  not  specified  S 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 815 

Wilson  k  Ooilvy,  i7,  Skinner  Street,  U>udon. 
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FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  30,  1842. 


LECTURES  to  be  a  nerre  is  represented  passing  on  each 

side  into  the  posterior  surface  of  the  neck  of 

^    ^  the    nnimpregnated  uterus,  and  ramifying 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF  like  the  branches  of  a  tree  over  the  body  and 

MIDWIFERY,  fundus.     Saltzman  and  Reuss,  Vater,  Rast, 

, .     ,    __     ^       ^  „ .  ^         ,  Daventer,  and  Winslow,  all  state  that  the 

Delweredm  theTheaire  qfSt.  George  »  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^ ,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^jq^^j^ 

HotptM,  ^^  „^  £jj^Ptg  ^^  ^^  subject.    In  thU  FUte 

fiT  RoBBRT  LsB,  M.D.  F.R.S.  of  Walter,  the  view  of  the  nenres  of  the 

_  uterus  is  extremely  defective,  a  few  small 

Lbcturb  XI.  filaments  only  being  seen  passing  into  the 

lower  part  of  the  or^ce  and  cervix  from  the 

HiUory  and  DemonOratiim  of  the  Nervetofthe  upper  part  of  the  hypogastric  plexus.     The 

Uterus,  fundus  and  body  of  the  uterus  are  left,  you 

From  the  sensibility  and  contractile  power  see,  covered  with  peritoneum  and  destitute 

of  the  uterus,  Galen  inferred  that  it  must  be  of  nerves.     The  spermatic  nerves  are  not 

supplied  with  nerves,  but  he  says  they  are  represented.     Haller,  likewise,  appears   to 

extremely  small,  compared  with  the  s  ze  of  have  confined  hb  attention  to  the  nerves  of 

the  organ.    He  knew  that  the  uterus  and  the  unimpregnateduterus,  and  with  no  greater 

bladder  received  not  only  nerves  from  the  success  than  Walter  and  other  anatomists 

great  sympathetic,  but  that  they  were  sup-  had  done.     Dr.  William   Hunter  was  the 

plied  with  branches  from  the  spinal  or  sacral  first  who  examined  the  nerves  of  the  gravid 

nerves.     From  the  time  of  Galen  till  the  uterus  and  suspected  them  to  be  enlarged  in 

middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  it  is  pro-  proportion  to  the  vessels.     ''  I  cannot,'*  he 

boble  that  the  nerves  of  the  uterus  were  not  observes,  **  take  upon  me  to  say  what  change 

examined  by  any  anatomist.    Vesalius  then  happens  to  the  system  of  uterine  nerves  from 

stated  that  small  twigs  of  nerves  on  each  utero-gestation,   but  I  suspect  them  to  be 

side  proceed  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus  and  enlarged  in  some  proportion,  as  the  vessels 

lower  part  of  the  fundus  from  the  sacral  are."  Upon  this  occasion  we  profess  only  to 

nerves,  and  that  the  highest  portion  of  the  give  the  anatomy  of  the  gravid  uterus ;  yet, 

fundus  receives  some  very  minute  branches  sintie  the  descriptions  of  the  nerves  of  the 

horn  the  great   sympathetic  nerve.     The  uterus  which  I  have  read,  seem  to  me  unsa- 

nerves  of  the  uterus  were  described  by  va-  tisfactory,  I  shall  so  far  go  beyond  my  sub- 

rious  writers  during  the  latter  part  of  the  ject,  as  to  describe  the  hypogastric  nerves, 

sixteenth  century,  but  in  an  equally  or  »till  such  as  they  appeared  to   me  in  a  female 

more  imperfect  manner.    The  anatomists  of  subject,  carefully  dissected  for  that  purpose, 

the  seventeenth  century  also  allude  to  them.  All  the  uterine  nerves  come  from  the 

but  with  no  greater  accuracy  or  precision,  intercostals,  and  pass  in  the  form  of  plexuses 

and  it  is  certain  from  the  works  of  Willis,  with  the  blood-vessels,  as  in  the  other  ab- 

that  he  had  traced  the  great  sympathetic  dominal  viscera ;  so  that  there  is  a  spermatic 

and  sacral  nerves  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  hypogastric  plexus  of  each  side  attend- 

and  no  further,  and  that  he  was  unacquainted  ing  tfauB  vessels  of  the  same  name.     They  are 

with  the  branches  of  the  great  sympathetic  principally  the  branches  of  two  large  oorda 

which  are  sent  off  from  the  renal  plexus  on  of  the  intercostals,  which  run  down  before 

eech  aide,  and  accompany    the  spermatic  and  on  each  ride  of  the  aorta  in  the  abdomen, 

vesadfl  to  the  ovaria,  fallopian  tubes,  and  much  in  the  same  manner  as  the  trunks  of 

uterus.     In  De  Graafs  seventh  Plate,  which  the  intercostab  run  down  upon  the  sides  of, 

I  now  show  you,  the  trunk  of  what  he  states  and  behind  that  artery.     0^  the  left  side, 

787.— XXXI.  2  H 
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and  which  pass  on  the  outside  of  the  urcterferior  borders  of  the  ganglion  many  largv 
to  the  plexus  around  the  vessels.     All  this     nerves  are  given  off  to  the  bladder  and  vagina, 
is  clearly  seen  in  the  preparation.     But  if    and  from  its  posterior  margin  tO' the  rectam. 
you  draw  the  ganglion  a  little  aside  you  will        On  the  left  side  the  spermatic  nerves  form  m 
see  several  branches   proceeding^  from   its     plexus  aronnd  the  spermatic  artery  for  aboat 
inner  surface  to  the  plexus  around  the  blood-     two  inches  from  its  origin.    A  small  brancb 
vessels,  which  run  on  the  inside  of  the  ureter,     is  then  sent  off  from  the  spermatic  artery  ti> 
so  that  a  loop  or  complete  ring  of  nerves     the  ureter,  accompanied  with  seme  filament* 
surrounds  the  ureter,  as  well  as  the  uterine     of  nerves.    The  spermatic  artery  then  passes 
artery  and  vein.  From  the  }4exu8  surround-     down  between  the  spermatic  veins,  and  some 
ing  the  vessds,  three  large  nerves  proceed     of  the  nerves  leaving  the  artery  get  on  the 
upward  with  the  vessels  to  the  upper  part     outside  of  the  veins,  and  numerous  filsmrat» 
of  the  uterus,   enlarging  as  they   ascend,     are  observed  ramifying  on  the  coats  of  the 
These  are  evidently  the  same  nerves  which     veins,  and  also  upon  the  absorbents,  and 
you  saw  in  the  last  dissection.  The  posterior     forming  loops  around  tJiem.     Branches  of 
branch    sends    off   in    its    course    smaller     nerves  are  then  sent  to  the  fallopian  tube, 
branches  which  accompany  the  ramifications     and  to  the  ovarium,  at  the  base  of  winch   m. 
of  the  uterine  vein,  on  the  posterior  surface     great  plexus  is    formed.      The  spermatic 
of  the  uterus,  and  spread  out  upon  the  inner     nerves  then  appear  to  enlarge  as  they  pro- 
surface  of  the  peritoneum.  Passing  upwards     ceed  towards  the  uterus  along  with  the  arterj 
beyond  the  junction  of  the  spermatic  with     and  veins,  and  in  their  course  filaments  are 
the  uterine  veins,  and  running  between  the     sent  to  the  peritoneum  and  to  the  veins  of 
peritoneum  and  the  great  plexud,  situated     the  ureter ;  some  filaments  pass  dmm  alon^ 
on  the  body  of  the  uterus,  it  spreads  out  into     with  tha  spermatic  artery  to  anastomose  witb 
a  web  of  thin  broad  branches  and  slender     the  nerves  accompanying  the  uterine  arteries 
filaments,  some  of  which  are  inserted  into     and  veins,  and  other  branches  pass   to  the 
the  muscular  coat  and  peritoneum, and  others     round  ligament,  and  the  great  plexus  on  the 
follow  the  veins  and  arteries  to  the  fundus     body  of  the  uteras. 

uteri,   and  pass  with  the  vessels  into   the         On  the  right  side  of  the  uterus,  the  distri- 

muscular  coat  of  the  organ.      The  middle     bution  of  the  hypogastric,  spermatic,  and 

and   anterior    branches    closely  acHiere    to    sacral  nerves  does  not  differ  essentially  from 

the  uterine  vein  as  they  ascend,  and  form     what  you  have  seen  on  the  left  side.    The 

around  several  plexuses  which  invest  the     form  and  situation  of  the  great  plexuses  on 

vein.  From  these  plexuses,  branches  are  sent     the  body  of  the  uterus  are,  however,  more 

off  to  the  anterior  surface  of  the  uterus,     distinct,  and  they  present  the  appearance  of 

These  nerves,  you  see,  ascendand  cJosely  unite     a  white  pearly  fasciculated  membrane,  about 

¥dth  the  great  transverse  plexus  on  the  body     a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  proceedin|^ 

of  the  uterus.    This  plexus  on  the  left  side     from  the  mesial  line,  at  right  angles,  to  the 

arises  near  the  mesial  line  on  the  back  part     nerves  accompanying  the  blood-vessels  across 

of  the  uterus,  midway  between  the  fundus     the  body  of  the  uterus  to  the  round  ligament, 

and  cervix,  firom  a  mass  of  fibres  which  ad-     where  it  unites  with  a  plexus  on  the  anterior 

here  so  firmly  both  to  the  peritoneum  and     surface  of  the  uterus.     Numerous  branches 

muscular  coat,  that  it  is  difficult  precisely  to     are  sent  off  from  the  upper  and  lower  bor- 

determine  their  arrangement.     From  these     ders  of  the  posterior  plexus  to  the  mnscolar 

fibres  the  plexus  proceeds  across  the  uterus     coat  of  the  uterus.     An  extensive  and  inti- 

in  the  form  of  a  thin  web,  to  the  point     mate  union  at  various  points  is  distinctly 

where  the  spermatic  vein  is   leaving  the     perceptible  between  the  branches  sent  off 

uterus.  After  closely  uniting  with  the  nerves     from  this  plexus  and  the  branches  of  the 

accompanying  the  uterine  vessels,  this  plexus     nerves  accompanying  the  uterine  arteries  and 

proceeds  outwards  to  the  round  ligament,     veins,  and  those  which  proceed  from  the 

becoming  less  firmly  adherent  to  the  perito-     hypogastric  plexus  and  cervical  ganglion  to 

neum,  where  it  unites  with  a  plexus  on  the     spread  out  and  form  a  great  nervous  web 

anterior  surfiiceofthe  uterus,  and  spreads  out     under   the    peritoneum    on    the   posterior 

iato  a  great  web  under  the  peritoneum.  This     surface  of  the  uterus.     On  the  anterior  and 

plexus  is  loosely  attached  through  its  whole     upper  part  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus  there  is 

course  to  the  subjacent  muscular  coat,  by     a  great  mass   of   reddish-coloured  fibres, 

soft  cellular  membrane.  firmly    interlaced    together,    resembling    a 

From  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  sacral     thin  broad  ganglion  of  nerves,  into  which 

nerves,  but  chiefly  from  the  third,  branches     numerous  large  branches  of  the  hypogastric 

pass  into  the  postericr  border  of  £he  ganglion     nerves  on  both  sides  enter,  and  to  which 

at  the  cervix,  and  are  lost  in  its  mass.  From     they  firmly  adhere.     From  the  upper  part  of 

the  inner  snrfeoe  of  the  ganglion  numerous     this  fibrous  substance,  there  passes  up,  under 

small  soft  nerves  aie  given  off  to  the  neok  of    the  peritoneum  over  the  whole  anterior  sur- 

the  uterus,  some  of  which  ramify  under  the     face  of   the   uterus,  a  great    plexus,  ^e 

peritoneum,  and  others  psss  deep  into  the     branches  of  which  pass  into  the  mnscular 

muscular  eoat.    From  the  anterior  and  in-     coat,  or  unite  with  those  ner\^  proceeding 
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with. the  blood-vessels  to  the  upper  part  of  with  swellings,  and  having  granules  in 
the  uterus.  Prolongations  of  this  plexus  the  interspaces.  I  consider  the  difference 
also  extend  to  the  round  ligaments,  and  between  the  nerves  of  the  sympathetic  and 
some  of  its  filaments  unite  with  those  of  the  the  fibrous  cellular  tissue  to  consist,  as 
spermatic  nerves.  The  nervous  structures  regards  their  microscopic  character,  in  the 
now  described,  and  which  yon  have  seen,  greater  proportion  of  granules  or  cells  in 
have  been  represented  by  Mr.  Perry  in  these  the  interspaces  of  the  fine,  reticularly  inter- 
two  drawings,  woven,  component  fibres  of  the  nervous 
From  tha  form,  colour,  general  appear-  band ;  and  this  difference  I  believe  to  exist 
ance,  and  vascularity  of  these  plexuses  on  between  the  two  nerves  of  the  sympathetic 
the  body  of  the  uterus,  and  the  resemblance  system  and  the  white  bands  of  fibrous  matter 
they  bear  to  ganglionic  plexuses  of  nerves,  which  connect  the  peritoneum  with|  the 
and  from  their  branches  actually  anastomos-  muscular  substance  of  the  womb,  and  which 
ing  and  coalescing  with  the  spermatic,  hypo-  resemble  a  plexus  of  nerves."  The  com- 
gastric,  and  sacral  nerves,  I  was  led  to  con-  munication  was  withdrawn  from  the  Royal 
elude,  on  first  discovering  them,  that  they  Society,  and  many  great  anatomists  hailed 
were  nervous  ganglionic  plexuses,  and  con-  the  result  as  the  end  of  the  nerves  of  the 
stituted  the  special  nervous  system  of  the  uterus,  when  the  investigation  had  scarcely 
uterus,  enlarged  by  pregnancy.    Thisdissec-  commenced. 

tion  was  examined  by  many  of  the  most  But  several  of  the  most  experienced  and 

eminent  anatomists  in  London,  and  they  all  accurate    microscopical   observers    in    this 

admitted  that  the  great  plexuses  on  the  body  country,  soon  after  examined  other  portions 

of   the    uterus  were  continuous  with  the  of  the  same  structures  at  my  request,  and 

spermatic,  hypogastric,  and  n>inal  nerves,  arrived  at  a  totally  diflfierent  conclusion.    Mr. 

In  a  paper  read  to  the  Royal  Society  (Dec.  Kieman  was  afterwards  requested  to  itate 

1 2th,  1838),  I  described  the  appearances  dis-  the  grounds  upon  which  he  had  decided,  but 

?layed  in  these  dissections  and  drawings,  he  refused  to  do  so.  The  results  of  the  in- 
t  was  nSemd  by  the  Committee  of  Phy-  vestigations  made  by  Mr.  Dalrymple  with 
aiology  to  Professor  Owen  and  Mr.  Kieman,  the  microscope  on  the  uterine  nerves  in  the 
and  these  distinguished  anatomists  decided,  recent  state  were  communicated  to  me  two 
iVom  an  examination  with  the  microscope  of  years  after,  in  (ha  following  interesting  letter, 
small  portions  of  the  plexuses  under  the  which  I  cannot  refrain  from  reading  to  you, 
peritoneum,  which  had  long  been  immersed  and  which  you  may  read  with  advantage  to 
in  rectified  spirit,  that  &ey  were  bands  those  who  still  assert  that  it  has  been  proved 
of  elastic  tissue,  and  not  plexuses  of  nerves,  by  the  microscope,  that  the  great  ganglionic 
The  evidence  ftimished  by  the  actual  con-  plexuses  of  nerves  under  the  peritoneum  of 
tinuity  of  the  plexuses  with  the  great  sym-  the  uterus,  which  have  now  been  demon - 
pathetic  was  considered  of  no  weight,  com-  strated  to  yom,  are  nothing  but  bands  of 
pared  with  the  microscopic  appearances,  elastic  tissue,  gelatinous  tissue,  or  cellular 
The  microscope  was  the  only  test.  '*  The  membrane, 
tissue  of  the  broad,  white,  reticularly  inter- 
communicating bands  of  fibrous  matter,  Mr  Dbar  Sir, — ^After  having  seen,  and 
resembling  nerves  of  the  uterus,"  observes  very  careftiUy  examined,  some  weeks  since, 
Profiessor  Owen, ' '  consisted  of  minute  fibres,  your  very  beautiful  preparations  of  the  nerves 
which  were  solid,  smooth,  equal-sixed,  cy-  of  the  impregnated  uterus,  and  after  having 
lindrical,  and  nearly  transparent,  irregnlariy  felt  convinc^,  by  their  continuity,  colour, 
interblended  in  their  course ;  their  diameter  texture,  and  mode  of  distribution,  that  they 
does  not  exceed  yj^^^h  of  a  line.  These  really  were  Yierves,  I  was  a  good  deal  sur- 
bands  correspond  in  structure  with  the  prised  to  hear  from  yon  and  others,  that 
fibrous  modification  of  cellular  tissue.  The  their  identity  had  boen  doubted ;  I  was 
component  fibres  did  not  form  tubes,  nor  aware  that  it  would  have  been  worse  than 
were  their  interspaces  filled  with  the  primi-  useless  to  have  asked  you  for  a  portion  of 
live  granules,  or  cells,  of  the  nervous  tissue,  such  suspected  cords,  to  submit  to  the 
In  the  nerves  of  the  spinal  system,  the  pri-  microscope,  knowing  that  they  had  been 
mitive  fibres  of  the  neurilema,  which  closely  very  many  months  immersed  in  strong  alco- 
resemble  those  of  the  ordinary  cellular  and  hoi.  It  would  neither  have  been  fair  to  you, 
fibrous  tissues,  are  arranged  in  the  form  of  nor  satisfactory  to  me,  to  have  made  such  an 
tubes,  and  can  be  distinguished  into  cylinder  attempt  at  solving  the  question, 
and  contents.  The  same  structure,  on  a  Being  anxious,  however,  to  satisfy  myself 
minute  scale,  exists,  according  to  Valentin,  upon  the  subject,  I  obtained  an  uterus  un- 
in  the  sympathetic  nerves ;  but  according  to  impregnated,  and  while  it  was  quite  recent 
the  observations  of  Remak  and  Schwann,  I  traced  several  nerves,  which  I  recognised, 
the  component  fibres  form  solid  bands,  and  from  their  situation  round  the  ureter,  and 
are  of  a  more  transparent  character  than  in  upon  the  body  of  the  uterus,  to  be  similar  to 
the  spinal  nerves,  but  marked  occasionally  some  you  had  previously  pointed  out  to  me. 
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These  filaments  I  submitted  to  the  micro-  If,  as  is  also  indispuUblc.  nerves  ahrink 

scope,  and  used  a  very  beautiful  eighth  of  an  and  atrophy  when  the  function  of  an  organ 

inch  object-glass,  made  by  Ross.     I  found  they  suppUed  is  lost  or  destroyed,  it  it  sin- 

that  it  was  impossible,  with  the  most  careful  guUr  that  the  utennc  nerves  should  incwse. 

dissection,  to  detach  any  filament  of  nerve  when  that  organ  rouses  its^  from  inaction, 

without  including  a  quantity  of  ceUular  and  to  one  of  the  most  exfaaordmary  exompM- 

elastic  tissue  ;  so  that  although  the  tubular  cations  of  temporary  functional  vigoar  ^ 

portion  indicating  the  nerve  was  distinct,  the  animal  oeconomy  can  *ny  where  eilulnt  ? 

yet  it  was  surrounded  by  innumerable  ex-  Pwdon  me  this  prohxity,  and  beUeve  me, 

tremely  minute  threads,  coiled  and  contorted,  My  dear  raf , 

such  as  one  finds  the  component  of  elastic  Yours  very  faithfiiUy, 

tissue,  and  the  ultimate  element  of  cellular  John  Dalrymflb. 

membrane.  Holies  Street,  April  «l,  IWI. 

Under  slight  piessure,  however,  the  tube  Subsequent  dissections,  which  I  made  in 

was  plainly  discernible,  containhig  granular  1839  and  1840,  of  theunimpregnated  utems, 

matter,  not  uniformly  dbtributed,  but  ool-  and  of  the  gravid  uterus,  in  the  third,  fourth. 

lected  in  minute  masses,  at  intervals.     Small  sixth,  seventh,  and  ninth  months  of  preig- 

blood-vessels  were  also  seen,  here  and  there,  nancy,  and  after  delivery,  enabled  me  not 

with  blood  discs  within  them,  which  served  only  to  confirm  the  accuracy  of  the  preoediqg 

to  indicate  the  difference  between  the  ner-  observations,  but  to  discover  the  important 

vous  and  vascular  tubesi  and  thus  to  avoid  fact,  that  there   are  many  ganglia  formed 

the  possibility  of  error.  on  the  uterine  nerves,  and  on  l£o8e  of  the 

Being,  however,  aware  that  some  of  the  vagina  and  bladder,  which  enlarge  vrith  the 

most    distinguished   Ibreign    microscopical  coats,  blood-vesseb,  nerves,  and  absorbents 

anatomists  ^d  differed  as  to  what  was  the  of  the  uterus  during  pregnancy,  and  which 

real  characteristic  of  nerves  of  the  sympa-  return  after  parturition  to  their  original  eon- 

thetic  system,  I  should  not  have  troubled  dition  before  conception  takes  place.     Hie 

you  with  this  communication  had  I  stopped  greater  number  of  &eae  dissections  are  now 

here.     Feeling,  from   this   discordance  of  placed  before  you  upon  the  table  for  your 

opinion,  that  there  was  no  absolute  test,  or  examination  ;  and  by  comparing  the  gang^tv 

at  least  one  which  was  not  open  to  cavil,  I  and  nerves  of  the  unimpregnnted  uterus  with 

thought  to  try  a  comparison  of  the  uterine  tliose  of  the  gravid  uterus,  you  will  require 

nerves  with  those  that  undeniably  belonged  no  further  evidence  to  convince  you  that  the 

to  the  ganglionic  system.    I  traced,  there-  nerves  of  the  uterus  grow  during  pregnancy 

fore,  some  nerves  upon  the  surface  of  the  with  the  oUier  structures.    If  you  compare 

stomach  up  to  the  great  ganglion  that  gave  these  dissections  with  one  another,  you  will 

them  origin ;   and  I  selected  some  also  from  not  only  be  convinced  of  this  foct,  whidi 

the  small  intestine.     These  I  submitted  to  Mr.  J.  Hunterdenied,  but  you  will  be  satisfied 

the  same  microscopical  power,  and  under  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  anatonust, 

the  same  circumstances  of  light,  and  pressure,  however  patient  and  dexterous,  to  dissect  or 

and  medium.  arrange  elastic  tissue  or  cellular  membrane 

In  all  of  these  I  observed  the  tubular  part  so  as  to  represent  the  regular  dtstributioB  of 

filled  with  granular  matter,  and  similarly  the  system  of  nerves  seen  in  these  prepara- 

ooUected  in  micute  messes.     I  also  observed  tions.     The  web  of  Arachne,  to  borrow 

that  each  tube  was  surrounded  by  the  minute  tiie  words  of  Sir  Charies  Bdi,  is  the  same  in 

serpentine  threads  before  described.    In  fact,  all  of  them — ^it  reappears  in  every  one  of 

BO  closely  did  they  agree  in  every  particular  them.     When  Mr.  Lawrence  examined  these 

with  the  appearances  presented  by  the  uterine  preparations,  which  he  did,  with  the  utmost 

nerves,  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  care,  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a 

distinguish  the  one  from  the  other.  Member  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society, 

Thus,  by  comparing  the  unknown  with  the  he  said,  "  one  dissection  might  have  left  me  in 

known,  despite  the  want  of  any  absolute  test,  doubt  respecting  the  nature  of  these  greet 

I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  true  nervous  ganglia  and  plexuses,  but  the  series  produces 

character    of  the  very   beautiful  plexuses  tiie  most  complete  conviction  in  my  mind. 

which  you  have  so  patiently  and  with  so  It  ia  the  nervous  system  of  the  uterus,  and 

much  labour  developed.  can  be  nothing  elee.    The   microscope  is 

Admitting,  then,  this  intricate  structure  not  required   to    discover  It.     It  is  seen 

to  be  really  nervous,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  much    better   vrith    the    naked   eye    than 

marvel  that  they  increase  in  size  during  preg-  with  any  magnifier."     Dr.  M.  Hall,   after 

nancy.     It  would  indeed   be  wonderfol  if    cfosely  examining  this  series  of  dissections, 

the  nerves  aloae  remained  stationary,  while  said,  **  It  is  the  nervous  system  of  the  uterus 

the  muscular  and  cellular,  the  serous  and  which  you  have  displayed.     Never  doubt 

mucous,  and  the  vascular  tissues  increased,  this  for  a  moment,  whatever  opposition  or 

jas  it  is  notorious  those  structures  of  the  contradiction  you  may  encounter.      I  will 

uterus  do  during  the  period  of  child-bearing,  never  believe  my  eyes  again,  if  these  great 
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plexuaes  on  the  body  of  the  ntenu  are  not  anastomofle  with  the  hsmorrhoidal  nenres, 

nenroos  plexuses.''  which  accompany  the  arteries  to  the  rectum, 

On  the  17th  of  Jane,  1841,  having  ob-  and  pass  with  them  between  the  mucscular 

tained  lAl  the  evidence  that  multiplied  dis-  fiiacicuti  of  the  organ.    An  extensive  con- 

aectiona  and  microscopical  observations  could  nection  is  thus  established  between  the  two 

Aunish,  I  presented  a  second  Paper  to  the  hypi^astric  ganglia  and  the  nerves  of  the 

Royal  Society  on  the  Nerrous  Ganglia  of  the  rectum ;  and  many  large  broad  nerves  pass 

Uterus,  which  has  been  published  in  the  tfom  the  posterior  and  inferior  part  of  these 

aeoond  part  of  the  niiloaophical  TVansac-  ganglia  to  ramify  on  the  sides  of  the  vagina, 

tiona  of  the  last  year  with  two  engravings,  and  between  the  vagina  and  rectum. 

In  this  commanication  the  following  account  -  From  the  inferior  border  of  each  hypo- 

ia  given  of  the  ganglia  and  nerves  of  the  gastric  ganglion  several   fasciculi  of  small 

uterus,  as  displayed  in  these  dissections  now  nerves  are  sent  off,  which  pass  down  on  the 

before  you : —  sides  of  the  vagina,  and  enter  several  large 

The  uterus  and  its  appendages  are  wholly  flat  ganglia  about  midway  between  the  os 

supplied  with  nerves  from  the  great  sympa-  uteri  and  ostium  vagina.     From  these  va- 

thetac  and  sacral  nerves.     At  the  bifurcation  ginal  ganglia  innumerable  ilaments  of  nerves, 

of  the  aorta,  the  right  and  left  cords  of  the  on  which  small  ganglia  are  formed,  extend 

great  sympathetic  nerve  unite  upon  the  ante-  downwards  to  the  sphincter,  where  they  are 

nor  part  of  the  aorta,  and  form  the  aortic  lost  in  a  white  dense  membranous  expan- 

plexus.    This  plexus  divides  into  the  right  sion,  from  which  they  cannot  be  separated 

and  left  hypogastric  nerves,  which  soon  sub-  without  laceration.      From  this  great  web 

divide  into  a  number  of  branches  to  form  of  ganglia  and  nerves  on  the  sides  of  the 

the  right  and  left  hypogastric  plexus.    Each  vagina,  by  which  it  is  completely  covered, 

of  thne  plexuses,  haring  the  trunk  of  the  numerous  branches  are  sent  to  the  sides  of 

h3fpogastric   nerve  continued    through  its  the  bladder,  which  enter  it  around  the  ureter, 

centre,  after  giving  off  branches  to  the  ureter.  All  these  nerves  of  the  vagina  are  aooom- 

peritonenm,    rectum,   and   trunks  of    the  panied  with  arteries,  and  they  often  form 

uterine  blood-Tessels,  descends  to  the  side  of  complete  rings  of  nerve  around  the  branches 

the  cervix,  and  there  terminates  in  a  great  of  the  great  veins. 

ganglion,  which,  from  its  situation  and  rela-         From  the  anterior  margin  of  each  hypo- 

tions,  may  be  called  the  hypogastric  gan-  gastric  ganglion  large  white  and  grey  nerves 

glion,  or  utero-cervical  ganglion.  are  sent  off,  some  of  which  pass  on  the 

This  ganglion  is  situi^bed  by  the  side  of  the  outside,  and  others  on  the  inside,  of  the 
neck  of  the  uterus,  behind  the  ureter,  where  ureter,  and  these  branches  meet  in  front 
it  is  passing  to  the  bladder.  In  the  unim-  of  the  ureter  in  a  ganglion  which  may  be 
pregnated  state  it  is  usually  of  an  irregular  termed  the  middle  vesical  ganglion.  There 
triangular  or  oblong  shape,  with  several  are  other  two  ganglia  formed  on  these  nerves 
lobes  or  processes  projecting  from  it,  where  —one  between  the  uterus  and  ureter,  and 
the  nerves  enter  or  are  given  off  from  it.  the  other  between  the  ureter  and  vagina. 
In  the  long  diameter  it  usually  measures  These  may  be  called  the  internal  and  exter- 
from  half  an  inch  to  three  quarters  of  an  nal  vesical  ganglia.  The  ureter  is  thus  en- 
inch,  varying  in  dimensions  with  the  size  of  closed  within  a  ring  of  nerve  which  resem- 
the  nerves  with  which  it  is.  connected.  Hie  bles  the  oesophageal  ganglion  in  some  of  the 
hypogastric  ganglion  always  consists  of  cine-  Invertebrata.  The  trunks  of  the  uterine 
ritious  and  white  matter  like  other  ganglia,  artery  and  vein  are  likewise  encircled  by  a 
and  grey  and  white  nerves  issue  from  it,  greatcoUarofnervousmatter,  between  which 
which  proceed  to  the  rectum,  bladder,  uterus,  and  the  hypogastric  ganglion  several  large 
and  vagina.  It  is  covered  with  the  trunks  and  some  smdl  branches  pass, 
of  the  vaginal  and  vesical  arteries  and  veins,  Theintemal  vesical  ganglion,  which  usually 
and  the  ganglion  has  an  artery  of  considers-  has  a  flattened  or  long  bulbous  shape,  is 
ble  size,  which  enters  it  near  the  centre,  and  formed  entirely  upon  £e  nerves  which  pass 
divides  into  branches,  which  accompany  the  from  the  hypogastric  plexus  and  ganglion, 
nerves  given  off  from  its  inner  suriace  and  and  run  between  the  uterus  and  ureter.  It 
from  its  anterior  and  inferior  borders.  The  has  an  artery  which  passes  through  its  centre, 
hypogastric  nerve,  after  separating  into  a  It  first  gives  off  a  large  branch  to  the  ring  of 
plexus,  enters  its  upper  edge,  and  branches  nerveor  ganglion  which  surrounds  the  uterine 
from  the  third  and  other  sacral  nervea  to  its  blood-vessels :  it  then  sends  branches  to  the 
posterior  border  and  the  whole  of  its  outer  anterior  part  of  the  cervix  uteri,  and  after- 
sur&oe.  None  of  the  branches  of  the  aacral  warda  a  great  number  of  small  filaments  to 
nerves  pass  over  the  ganglion  to  the  bladder,  the  musoilar  coat  of  the  bladder,  where  it  is 
though  some  of  them  enter  its  anterior  edge  in  contact  with  the  uterus.  The  internal 
where  the  veaical  nerves  are  given  off.  vesical  ganglion  then  sends  forwards  a  large 
From  the  inner  and  posterior  surface  of  branch  which  terminates  in  the  middle  vesiod 
eadi  hypogastric  ganglion,  numerous  large  ganglion, 
nerves  are  given  off,  which  go  backwards  to        'Hiis  ganglion  sends  off  a  great  number  of 


470     DR.  R.  LEE  ON  THE  THEORY  A.ND  PRACTICE  OP  MIDWIFERY. 

TheM  fiUments  I  submitted  to  the  micro-  If,  as  is  alao  indisputable,  nerves  shrink 

scope,  and  used  a  very  beautiful  eighth  of  an  and  atrophy  when  the  funcUon  of  an  organ 

inch  object-gUiss,  made  by  Ross.     I  found  they  suppUed  is  lost  or  destroyed,  is  it  sm- 

that  it  was  impossible,  with  the  most  careful  gular  that  the  uterine  nerves  should  increase, 

dissection,  to  detach  any  filament  of  nerve  when  that  organ  rouses  itsetf  from  maction, 

without  including  a  quantity  of  cellular  and  to  one  of  the  most  extraordmary  exempM- 

elastic  tissue  ;  so  that  although  tiie  tubular  cations  of  temporary  functional  vigour  Aat 

portion  indicating  tiic  nerve  was  distinct,  the  animal  oeconomy  can  any  where  exhibit  ? 

yet  it  was  surrounded  by  innumerable  ex-  Pardon  me  tiiis  prolixity,  and  bchcvc  me, 

tremely  minute  threads,  coiled  and  con^rted.  My  dear  sir, 

■neU  as  one  finds  the  component  of  elastic  Yours  very  faithfully, 

tissue,  and  the  ultimate  element  of  cdlular  John  Dax-bymplb. 

membrane.  HoUes  Street,  April  21, 1841. 

Under  slight  pressure,  however,  the  tube  Subsequent  dissections,  which  I  made  in 

was  plainly  discernible,  containing  granular  1839  and  1840,  of  the  unimpregnated  uterus, 

matter,  not  uniformly  distributed,  but  col-  and  of  the  gravid  uterus,  in  the  third,  fourth, 

lected  in  minute  masses,  at  intervals.     Small  lixth,  seventh,  and  ninth  months  of  preg- 

blood-vessels  were  also  seen,  here  and  there,  nancy,  and  after  delivery,  enabled  me  not 

with  blood  discs  within  them,  which  served  (ynly  to  confirm  the  accuracy  of  the  preceding 

to  indicate  the  difference  between  the  ner-  observations,  but  to  discover  the  important 

vous  and  vascular  tubes,  and  thus  to  avoid  fguct,  that  there   are  many  ganglia  formed 

tiie  possibility  of  error.  on  the  uterine  nerves,  and  on  those  of  the 

Being,  however,  aware  that  some  of  the  vagina  and  bladder,  which  enlarge  with  the 

most    distinguished    fbreign    microscopical  coats,  blood-vessels,  nerves,  and  abaorbenta 

anatomists  ^d  differed  as  to  what  was  the  of  the  uterus  during  pregnancy,  and  whidi 

real  characteristic  of  nerves  of  the  sympa-  return  after  parturition  to  their  original  eon- 

thetic  system,  I  should  not  have  troubled  dition  before  conception  takes  place.     "Hie 

you  with  this  communication  had  I  stopped  greater  number  of  tiiese  dissections  are  now 

here.     Feeling,  from   this  discordance  of  placed  before  you  upon  the  table  for  your 

opinion,  that  there  was  no  absolute  test,  or  examination  ;  and  by  comparing  the  gangUap. 

at  least  one  which  was  not  open  to  cavil,  I  and  nerves  of  the  unimpregnated  uterus  with 

thought  to  try  a  comparison  of  the  uterine  those  of  the  gravid  uterus,  yon  will  require 

nerves  with  tiiose  that  undeniably  belonged  no  further  evidence  to  convince  you  that  the 

to  the  gangUonio  system.     I  traced,  there-  nerves  of  the  uterus  grow  during  pregnancy 

fore,  some  nerves  upon  the  surfaoe  of  the  with  the  other  structures.     If  you  compare 

stomach  iip  to  the  great  ganglion  that  gave  these  dissections  with  one  another,  you  will 

them  origin ;   and  I  selected  some  also  from  not  only  be  convinced  of  this  fact,  which 

the  small  intestine.    These  I  submitted  to  Mr.  J.  Hunterdenied,  but  you  will  be  satisfied 

the  same  microscopical  power,  and  under  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  anatomist, 

the  same  circumstances  of  light,  and  pressure,  however  patient  and  dexterous,  to  dissect  or 

and  medium.  arrange  elastic  tissue  or  cellular  membrane 

In  all  of  these  I  observed  the  tubular  part  so  as  to  represent  the  regular  distribution  of 

filled  with  granular  matter,  and  simibrly  the  system  of  nerves  seen  in  these  prepara- 

collected  in  micute  masses.     I  also  observed  tions.     The  web  of  Arachne,  to  borrow 

that  each  tube  was  surrounded  by  the  minute  the  words  of  Sir  Charles  Bell,  is  the  same  in 

serpentine  threads  before  described.    In  fact,  all  of  them — ^it  reappears  in  every  one  of 

so  closely  did  they  agree  in  every  particular  them.     When  Mr.  Lawrence  examined  these 

with  the  appearances  presented  by  the  uterine  preparations,  which  he  did,  with  the  utmost 

nerves,  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  care,  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a 

distinguish  the  one  from  the  other.  Member  of  the  Council  of  the  Roysl  ^xnety. 

Thus,  by  comparing  the  unknown  with  the  he  said,  "  one  dissection  might  have  left  me  in 

known,de8pite  the  want  of  any  absolute  test,  doubt  respecting  the  nature  of  these  great 

I  feel  perfectiy  satisfied  of  the  true  nervous  ganglia  and  plexuses,  but  the  series  produces 

character    of  the  very   beautiful  plexuses  the  most  complete  conviction  in  my  mind, 

which  you  have  so  patientiy  and  with  so  It  is  the  nervous  system  of  the  uterus,  snd 

much  labour  developed.  can  be  nothing  else.    The    microscope  is 

Admitting,  then,  this  intricate  struetnre  not  required   to   discover   it.     It  is  seen 

to  be  really  nervous,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  much    better   witii    the    naked   eye    than 

marvel  that  they  increase  in  size  during  preg-  with  any  magnifier."  Dr.  M.  Hall,  after 
nancy.  It  would  indeed  be  wonderAil  if  cfosely  examining  this  series  of  dissections, 
the  nerves  alone  remained  stationary,  while    said,  **  It  is  the  nervous  system  of  the  uterus 

the  muscular  and  cellular,  the  serous  and  which  you  have  displayed.      Never  doubt 

mucous,  and  the  vascular  tissues  increased,  this  for  a  moment,  whatever  opposition  or 
j»  it  is  notorious  those  structures  of  the    contradiction  you  may  encounter.      I  will 

uterus  do  during  the  period  of  child-bearing,  never  believe  my  eyes  again,  if  these  great 
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ptemces  on  the  bodf  of  the  ntenis  are  not  anastomoae  with  the  heemorrhoidal  nenres, 

Denrous  plexuses.'*  which  accompany  the  arteries  to  the  rectnm. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  18<11,  having  ob-  and  pass  with  them  between  the  raucscular 
tained  lAl  the  evidence  that  multiplied  dis-  fasciculi  of  the  organ.  An  extensive  con- 
aectiona  and  microscopical  observations  could  nection  is  thus  established  between  the  two 
fnmbh,  I  presented  a  second  Paper  to  the  hypogastric  ganglia  and  the  nerves  of  the 
Royal  Scwtety  on  the  Nervous  Ganglia  of  the  rectum ;  and  many  laxge  broad  nerves  pass 
Uterus,  which  has  been  published  in  the  from  the  posterior  and  inferior  part  of  these 
Moond  part  of  Uie  PhikMophical  TVansac-  ganglia  to  ramify  on  the  sides  of  the  vagina, 
tions  of  the  last  year  with  two  engravings,  and  between  the  vagina  and  rectum. 
In  this  oommunieation  the  following  account  -  From  the  inferior  border  of  each  hypo- 
is  given  of  the  ganglia  and  nerves  of  the  gastric  ganglion  several  fasciculi  of  small 
uterus,  as  displayed  in  these  dissections  bow  nerves  are  sent  off,  which  pass  down  on  the 
before  you : —  sides  of  the  vagina,  and  enter  several  large 

The  uterus  and  its  appendages  are  wholly  flat  ganglia  about  midway  between  the  os 

supplied  with  nerves  from  the  great  sympa-  uteri  and  ostium  vaginae.     From  these  va- 

thetic  and  sacral  nerves.     At  the  bifurcation  ginal  ganglia  innumerableilaments  of  nerves, 

of  the  aorta,  the  rij^t  and  left  cords  of  the  on  which  small  ganglia  are  formed,  extend 

great  sympathetic  nerve  unite  upon  the  ante-  downwards  to  the  sphincter,  where  they  are 

nor  part  of  the  aorta,  and  form  the  aortic  lost  in  a  white  dense  membranous  expan- 

plexus.    This  plexus  divides  into  the  right  sion,  from  which  they  cannot  be  separated 

and  left  hypogastric  nerves,  which  soon  sub-  without  laceration.     From  this  great  web 

divide  into  a  number  of  branches  to  form  of  ganglia  and  nerves  on  the  sides  of  the 

the  right  and  left  hypogastric  plexus.    Each  vagina,  by  which  it  is  completely  covered, 

of  tboe  plexuses,  having  the  trunk  of  the  numerous  branches  are  sent  to  the  sides  of 

hypogastric   nerve   continued    through  its  the  bladder,  which  enter  it  around  the  ureter, 

centre,  after  giving  off  branches  to  the  ureter,  All  these  nerves  of  the  vagina  are  aooom- 

perifeoneum,    rectum,   and   trunks  of    the  panied  with  arteries,  and  they  often  form 

uterine  blood-vessels,  descends  to  the  side  of  complete  rings  of  nerve  around  the  branches 

the  cervix,  and  there  terminates  in  a  great  of  the  great  veins. 

ganglion,  which,  from  its  situation  and  rela-  From  the  anterior  margin  of  eadi  hypo- 

tions,  may  be  called  the  hypogastric  gan-  gastric  ganglion  large  white  and  grey  nerves 

glion,  or  utero-cervical  ganglion.  are  sent  off,  some  of  which  pass  on  the 

This  ganglion  is  situated  by  the  side  of  the  outside,  and  others  on  the  inside,  of  the 
neck  of  the  uterus,  behind  the  ureter,  where  ureter,  and  these  branches  meet  in  front 
it  is  passing  to  the  bladder.  In  the  unim-  of  the  ureter  in  a  ganglion  which  may  be 
pregnated  state  it  is  usually  of  an  irregular  termed  the  middle  vesical  ganglion.  There 
triangular  or  oblong  shape,  with  several  are  other  two  ganglia  formed  on  these  nerves 
lobes  or  processes  projecting  from  it,  where  — one  between  the  uterus  and  ureter,  and 
the  nerves  enter  or  are  given  off  from  it.  the  other  between  the  ureter  and  vagina. 
In  the  long  diameter  it  usually  measures  These  may  be  called  the  internal  and  exter- 
from  half  an  inch  to  three  quarters  of  an  nal  vesical  ganglia.  The  ureter  is  thus  en- 
inch,  varying  in  dimensions  with  the  size  of  closed  within  a  ring  of  nerve  which  resem- 
the  nerves  with  which  it  is.  connected.  Tlie  bles  the  oesophageal  ganglion  in  some  of  the 
hypogastric  ganglion  always  consists  of  cine-  Invertebrata.  The  trunks  of  the  uterine 
ritious  and  white  matter  like  other  ganglia,  artery  and  vein  are  likewise  encircled  by  a 
and  grey  and  white  nerves  issue  from  it,  great  coUar  of  nervous  matter,  between  which 
which  proceed  to  the  rectum,  bladder,  uterus,  and  the  hypogastric  ganglion  several  large 
and  vagina.  It  is  covered  with  the  trunks  and  some  smdU  branches  pass, 
of  the  vaginal  and  vesical  arteries  and  veins,  Theintemal  vesical  ganglion,  which  usually 
and  the  ganglion  has  an  artery  of  considera-  has  a  flattened  or  long  bulbous  shape,  is 
ble  sixe,  which  enters  it  near  the  centre,  and  fonned  entirely  upon  the  nerves  which  pass 
divides  into  branches,  which  accompany  the  from  the  hypogastric  plexus  and  gangUon, 
nerves  given  off  from  its  inner  surface  and  and  run  between  the  uterus  and  ureter.  It 
from  its  anterior  and  inferior  borders.  The  has  an  artery  which  passes  through  its  centre, 
hypogastric  nerve,  after  separating  into  a  It  first  gives  off  a  large  branch  to  the  ring  of 
plexus,  enters  its  upper  edge,  and  branches  nerve  or  ganglion  which  surrounds  the  uterine 
from  the  third  and  other  sacral  nerves  to  its  blood-vessels :  it  then  sends  branches  to  the 
posterior  border  and  the  whole  of  its  outer  anterior  part  of  the  cervix  uteri,  and  after- 
surfcoe.  None  of  the  branches  of  the  sacral  wards  a  great  number  of  small  filaments  to 
nerves  pass  over  the  ganglion  to  the  bladder,  the  muscular  coat  of  the  bladder,  where  it  is 
though  some  of  them  enter  Its  anterior  edge  in  contact  with  the  uterus.  The  internal 
where  the  vesical  nerves  are  given  off.  vesical  ganglion  then  sends  forwards  a  large 
From  the  inner  and  po^erior  surface  of  branch  which  terminates  in  the  middle  vesiod 
eadi  hypogastric  ganglion,  numerous  large  ganglion, 
nerves  are  given  off,  which  go  backwards  to  This  ganglion  sends  off  a  great  number  of 
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UrgcoerveB  to  the  bUdder.  Some  of  thew 
*cccmp*Dr  the  irtcriea,  uid  can  b«  teen  n. 
miffiDg  with  them  npoo  the  iihole  of  the 
luperior  part,  even  to  the  fandua.  Fila- 
menti  of  theK  nerrei,  (orcelf  Tisible  to  ths 
DBked  eye,  are  aeen  ramifrioc  in  this  prepa- 
ration  oa  the  bundles  of  fibres  occaaiontdlf 
fbnning  loopa,  and  cDcloeuig  them,  or  poH- 
ing  down  between  them,  to  the  strata  of 
fibres  below.  Some  of  the  smaller  branches 
of  the  middle  tmIcbI  gaoglion  donotaccom- 
paajr  the  uteries,  but  are  distributed  at  once 
to  (he  parts  of  the  bladder  around  the  unsler. 

The  external  vesical  ganglioD  is  formed 
entirely  npou  the  nenea  which  proceed  from 
the  hypogastric  ganglioo,  and  pass  on  the 
outside  of  the  ureter.  This  is  a  small  thin 
ganglion,  the  branches  of  which  are  seat  im.^ 
mediately  into  the  muscolar  coat  of  the 
bladder.  It  usnall;  sends  donn  a  long 
branch  to  anastomose  with  the  nenea  and 
ganglia  situated  on  the  side  of  the  Tagina. 

From  the  inner  surface  of  each  hypogas- 
tric ganglion  numrnras  amall  widle  soft 
nerres  pat*  to  the  Dtems,  some  of  which 
ramify  upon  the  muscular  coat  about  the 
cenil,  and  othen  spresd  out  under  the  peri- 
toneum to  coaleica  with  the  great  guiglia 
situated  on  the  posterior  and  anterior  sur- 
faces of  the  organ,  which  hSTC  been  called 


the  subperitoneal  ganglia  and  pleioges.  Large 
bniurbes  also  go  off  fi-om  the  inner  surfacv 
of  the  hypogaatric  ganglion  to  the  nerres 
surrounding  the  blood-Tenels  of  the  nteras, 
which  accompany  tiiem  in  all  their  ramiliea- 
tions  thronghout  ita  maseular  coat.  Otiier 
branches  of  nenea  pais  downfrom  tbegangUoo 
between  the  vagina  and  bladder.  The  appear- 
ances presented  at  the  end  of  the  fbortli 
month  of  pregnancy  by  the  bypogaslrio 
ganglia,  and  the  ganglia  and  nerve*  of  tba 
rectum,  and  also  the  grot  pleius  of  nerrea 
situated  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  atem*, 
are  seen,  but  very  indistinctly,  in  (be  twobl- 
lowing  reduced  engTBTinga  from  the  PhUoao- 
pbical  Transactioos. 

But  the  whole  nervous  system  of  the  ntenu 
is  not  fully  represented  in  these  eograrioga, 
nor  are  they  aeoi  in  the  diaaection  from  whieli 
they  were  taken.  In  a  third  commnllicatioa 
to  the  Royal  Societj,  which  was  read  on  the 
16th  of  June,  IS42,  and  which,  hsa  been 
published  with  an  engraving  in  the  secood 
part  of  the  Philosopbiol  Tnuisactioas  of  the 
present  year,  there  are  other  great  nervoaa 
•tructorea  described  and  represented.  Theae 
have  been  displayed  in  the  disaectioa  of  a 
gravid  uterus  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  month, 
all  the  blood-vessels  of  which  hsve  been  in- 
jected, which  it  now  placed  before  yo«  on 
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tha  tabic,  End  which  lam  itutousfoaahoutd  Urge*  great);  u   it   spproachei   the  hrpo- 

careFoUjr  examine  and  compare  wilh  the  fol-  gaatrie  ganglion.    Thii  gangltOD  ia  nearijr  two 

loning  deacripQoD.     Without  looliing  at  Che  incbei  in  breadth,  and  coTen  i  great  pott  of 

preparation,   or  tbU  elaborate  dnwing  b;  the  ccrrii  uteri.     It  appeara  toconiiaCofiii 

Mr.  Perry,  I  am  arraid  joa  will  Dot  be  able  or  aeren  smaller  ganglia,  which  are  nnited 

to  tollow  the  descripdan.  together  hj  aenoni  con^.      Each  of  these 

In  this  preparstioQ  the  great  ejmpaChf  tic  ganglia  ii  a  thick,  lolid,  nervouj  maas,  of  aa 

DCrie  sends  niunerona  bamcbee  from  both  its  orange  while  caloar  inclined  to  brown.     Ar- 

cords  to  the  trunk  of  the  inferior  meaenteric  teries  which  have  been  injected  pass  thrrmgh 

orterj,  which  forms  sgreaC  pleiuiaronndit.  these  smaller  ganglia,    and  accompany  the 

These  nrriea  Bccompan  J  all  the  ramilicatiDns  various  nerrouslilaineDta  which  proceed  from 

of  the  arterf ,  but  the  greater  Dumber  pro-  them.      Into  the  whole  outer  iorface  of  the 

ceed  with  (he  hemorrhoidal  artery  to  the  hypogastric     ganglion    numerous    branches 

rectum.     The  two  cords  of  the  great  sym-  from  the  third  sacral  nerve  enter ;  and  be- 

potbetic,  after  giving  off  these  branches  to  hind  there    is   a   great   connection    formed 

ttie  inferior  mesenteric  artery,    pass    down  between  the  ganglion   and  the  branches  t>f 

before  the  aorta  nearly  two  inches  below  its  the  hsmorrhoidal  nsrves.  The  vaginal  nerre* 

bifiircatioi] ,  where  they  are  united  by  several  arise  from  the  inferior  margin  ofthe  ganglion, 

Gne  nervous  filaments.     But  the  cords  con-  and  the  vesical  from   its   anterior  border, 

tinue    distinct,    and    soon  separating,  each  Some  of  these  nerves  pass  on  the  outside  ot 

passes  down  behind  the  hypogastric  blood-  the  ureter  Co  enter  the  middle  vesical  gan- 

vessels  to  the  side  of  theneck  of  the  utenu,  glion,  and  others  pasa  on  the  inner  surfkce 

aufl   there  terminates  in   the   cor.eiponding  of  the  ureter  to  tlie  anterior  part  of  the-BeqJt 

bypogaatric  or  utero-cerrical  ganglion.    The  of  the  Hteru). 

left  cord  of  Ibe  great  sympathetic,  or,  as  it  From  tbe  superior  and  anterior  part  of  the 

is  naually  callod.  the  hypogastric  nsrve,  en-  lell  hypogastric  ganglion,  a  plexus  of  nerves. 
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acoompanied  by  an  injected  tortuons  artery,  stnictnre,  composed  of  fibres  8trong;Iy  inter- 
proceeds  upward  along  the  whole  body  of  the  laced   together,   having  a  yellowiah-brown 
uterus,  close  to  the  trunk  of  the  left  sper-  colour.    Itadheres  firmly  to  the  peritoneum; 
matic    vein,    and    there  terminates    in    a  but,  between  its  lower  surface  and  the  miw- 
dense   ceddish-brown   coloured  mass,  con-  cular  coat  of  the  uterus,  there  is  interposed  m, 
sisting  of  fibres  firmly  interlaced  together,  thick  soft  layer  of  cellular  substance,  through 
and  which  has  all  the  characters  of  a  true  which  filaments  of  nerves,  and  branches  of 
ganglion.     From  its  vicinity  to  the  principal  considerable  size,  pass  to  the  muscular  ooaC 
spermatic  artery  and  vein,  which  it  pailly  of  the  uterus.    The  middle  part  of  the  gan- 
sorrounds,  and  the  ligament  of  the  ovary,  it  glion  is  more  than  two  lines  in  thickness, 
may  be  called  the  left  spermatic  ganglion,  but  it  becomes  everywhere  thinner  towanls 
Between  thfs  ganglion  and  the  left  hypogas-  the  circumference,  and  particularly  at  the 
trie  ganglion  an  artery  extends,   which  is  inferior  border,  where  it  sends  off  many 
closely  embraced  by  a  plexus  of  nerves,  and  nerves  to  the  back  part  of  the  vagina.  From 
a  direct  nervous  communication  is  thusesta-  it^  left  lower  and  lateral  part  it  sends  off  two 
blished  between  these  remote  ganglia.     The  layers  of  broad  nerves,  one  of  which  adheres 
nerves  adhered  so  firmly  to  the  artery  through  to  the  peritoneum,  and  the  other  closely  in- 
its  whole  course,  that,    before  they  were  vests  the  muscular  coat  and  blood-vessels  of 
separated,  they  presentied  the  appearfmce  of  the  uterus.     Between  these  layers  there  is 
two  white  lines  on  its  sides,  with  filaments  placed  a  very  thiok  mass  of  soft  eeHnhrssSM 
crossing  over  the  vessel.     From  these  nerves  brane,  through  which  innumerable  branches 
extending  between  the  left  hypogastric  and  of  nerves  pass  between  these  layers ;  the  hy- 
spermatic  ganglion,  branches,  with  arteries,  pogastric  ganglion,  and  the  plexus  of  nerves, 
are  given  off  in  their  whole  course  to  the  with  the  injected  artery,  extending  between 
subperitoneal  ganglia  and  plexuses  on  the  the  hjrpogastric  and  spermatic  ganglia.  Many 
posterior  surftu:e  of  the  uterus  ;   and  also  of  the  superficial  nerves  pass  down  under  the 
branches  to  the  plexuses  on  the  anterior  peritoneum,  and  terminate  in  the  upper  ]^r- 
surface.  der  of  the  left  hypogastric  ganglion;  and 

On  approaching  the  spermatic  ganglion,  upon  these  superficied  nerves  tiiere  is  formed 
these  nerves  with  their  artery  passunder  or  be-  anotherganglionof  considerable  size,  between 
tween  the  branches  of  the  l^  subperitoneal  which  and  the  hypogastric  nerve  numerous 
piextueSf  and  frequently  communicate  with  branches  of  soft  nerves  extend.  This  gan- 
them  by  fine  nervous  filaments.  The  artery  glion,  formed  on  the  nerves  under  the  peri- 
can  be  readily  traced  through  the  substance  of  toneum  near  the  edge  of  the  uterus,  is  thick 
the  spermatic  ganglion,  but  the  nerves  which  and  solid,  and  consists  of  a  yellowiah-brown 
accompany  it  from  the  hypogastric  ganglion  substance,  with  white  nervous  filaments  in- 
immediately  disappear  on  entering  the  mass,  terlaced,  and  arteries  of  a  considerable  sixe 
Numerous  large  branches  of  nerves  from  the  passing  through  it.  From  its  lower  border 
l^i  gubperitoneal  plexut  likewise  terminate  large  nerves  extend  to  the  upper  edge  of  the 
in  the  left  spermatic  ganglion ;  but  some  of  hypogastric  ganglion,  and  innumerable  soft 
them  pass  under  it,  and  proceed  to  the  round  nerves  enter  the  whole  inner  surfiue  of  tiie 
ligament ;  and  others  are  continued  upward,  hypogastric  ganglion,  which  take  their  origin 
gradually  diminishing  in  sixe  as  they  ap-  from  the  lower  part  of  the  great  subperitoneal 
proach  the  renal  plexus  along  the  spermatic  ganglion.  The  upper  part  of  this  ganglion 
blood-vessels.  From  the  upper  border  of  becomes  firmly  adherent  both  to  the  perito- 
this  ganglion  large  flat  nerves  proceed  to  neum  and  muscular  coat  of  the  uterus,  which 
ramify  on  the  fundus  uteri,  and  pass  with  it  covers  as  high  as  the  fundus.  Large  broad 
the  vessels  into  the  muscular  coat.  The  nervous  plexuses,  superficial  and  deep,  ex- 
trunk  of  the  spermatic  vein  and  artery  is  tend  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  subperi- 
almost  completely  surrounded  with  this  gan-  toneal  ganglion  across  the  body  of  the  uterus 
glion,  as  the  uterine  and  vaginal  arteries  and  to  the  spermatic  ganglion  and  blood-vessels, 
veins  are  enclosed  within  rings  of  nerve  con-  and  the  round  ligament,  around  which  they 
nected  with  the  hypogastric  ganglion.  form  a  sheath  of  nerves. 

In  this  dissection  there  are  nervous  struo-  As  the  arteries  and  veins  on  the  right  side 
tnres  displayed  on  the  anterior  and  posterior  of  the  uterus  are  only  partially  injected,  the 
surfiuxs  of  the  uterus  of  still  greater  magni-  nerves  extending  between  the  hypogastric 
tude.  These,  from  their  situation,  may  be  and  spermatic  ganglia  have  not  been  so  mi- 
called  the  mlpcrt'toJieal  ganglia  8nd/»/ej7tfMt  nutely  traced.  But  that  there  is  a  similar 
of  the  uterus.  nervous  chain,  connecting  these  great  ganglia 

Over  the  middle  of  the  lower  part  of  the  of  the  fundus  and  cervix  and  the  subperito- 

bodyoftheuterusbehind,immediately  beneath  neal  ganglia  and  plexuses,  does  not  admit ^of 

the  peritoneum,  is  situated  the  posterior  sub-  doubt,  and  has  been  demonstrated  by  other 

peritoneal  gangliou,   which  is  considerably  dissections  upon  the  table,  at  an  earUer  pe- 

larger  than  the  left  hypogastric  ganglion.   It  riod  of  pregnancy, 
presents  the  appearance  of  a  layer  of  dense        Over  the  middle  of  the  anterior  and  lower 
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part  of  the  ntenu,  there  is  mtnated  a  nervous  hernia  on  a  man  (named  Pouch^)  at 

and  vascular  mass  of  great  extent,  and  simi-  the  advanced  age  of  107,  and  I  am  |[lad 

lar  in  structure  to  the  subperitoneal  ganglia  to  say  that  he  has  continued  well  since 

described  on  the  posterior  surface.    It  ad-  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  little 

heres  to  the  peritoneum  firmly ;  but,  on  being  suppuration  between  the  skin  and  the 

divided  longitudinally,  it  is  also  observed  to  hernial  sac,  which  required  a  part  of 

be  separated  from  the  muscuhir  coat  of  the  ^^  wound  to  be  reopened, 

uterus  by  a  soft  stratum  of  cellular  membane.  j  suppose  there  can  be  little  doubt 

From  the  lower  part  of  this  antertor  iubpe-  ^y^^  ^^f^  ^^^  greatest  age  at  which 

ntoneal  ganglion,  nerves  are  sent  down  to  ^i,*    ^,^^„^:^^  u°  u^w.«,  ,^»fVx*»«A<i   k.,#. 

the  cervUuteri  ^d  vagina,  and  numerous  T^  '^^JT'''^      •  ^"  performed  but 

branches  pasToff  on  both  sides  to  the  hypo-  »^  would  be  a  cunous  coincidence  if  the 

gastric  ga^.     Superficial  and  deep  plex.  «f «  individual  should  also  have  ope- 

uses  of  neires  are  likewise  sent  off  from  its  J^^d  at  the  earliest  period  also ;  I  donot 

superior  Uteral  borders,  which  proceed  across  know,  however,  that  any  surgeon  has 

the  uterus,  sending  branches  into  the  mus-  oecn  obUged  to  perform  the  (^Hjration 

cnlar  ooat,  and  uniting  with  all  the  ganglionic  &t  80  early  a  period  as  seven  weeks,  at 

plexuses  on  the  posterior  surface.    The  ep-  which  time  I  have  known  it  necessary, 

pearanees  presented  by  the  anterior  sabperi-  in  order  to  save  the  child's  life,  and  I 

toneal  ganglia  and  plexuses  in  the  fourth  will  take  the  opportunity  of  your  having 

month  of  pregnancy  are  seen  in  this  prepanu  noticed  my  late  operation  in  your  jour- 

tion  [exhibiting  it]  and  in  this  drawing.    At  nal  to  place  the  other  also  on  record, 

this  period,  it  seems  nothing  bat  a  thin,  ner-  from  tne  notes  of  my  clinical  clerk, 

vous,  and  vascular  membrane,  imbedded  in  Charles  TunstalL  set.  7  weeks,  was 

soft  ceUular  substance,  through  which  the  admitted  into  St  George's  Hospital,  Feb. 

dehcate  nervous  fikments,  accompanied  with  21,  1840,  with  oblique  inguinal  hernia, 

arteries,  proceed  to  the  supcnor  angle  of  the  ^hjch  had  been  strangulated  two  days, 

uterus.    On  companng  these  gangha  and  ^^^.       ^faich  time  there  had  been  no 

S.!!!^^^-  ?"^^^^^  evacuation.    The  child  had  constantly 

pregnancy,  it  IS  impossible  to  avoid  bemg  ^^     j^                     ^     ^                J 

struck   with  their  enormous   development  ^x"             wu^u   ^ui.  w  nic  w*ir««i,  auu. 

during  the  latter  months  of  pregnancyf  or  to  ^%  countenance  was  palM  and  sunk, 

lesist  the  conclusion  that  th«ielreat  nervous  *nd  expressive  of  severe  suffering.   The 

structures  are  formed  for  the  purpose  of  sup-  ^^°^OT  was  of  considerable  size  for  so 

plying  the  uterus  with  that  nervous  power  small  a  child,  and  tense,  though  not 

which  it  requires  during  Ubour.  externallv    inflamed.      Attempts  had 

Tlieee  dissections  prove,  as  was  observed  been  made  to  reduce  the  tumor  before 

in  the  first  lecture,  that  the  human  uterus  the  child's  admission,  with  the  assis- 

possesses  a  great  system  of  nerves,  which  tance  of  a  warm  bath :  castor  oil  had 

enlarges  with  the  coats,  blood-vessels,  and  been  administered,  and  one  leech  ap- 

absorbento  during  pregnancy,  and  which  re-  plied.     The  mother  was  not  aware  that 

turns  after  parturition  to  its  orignial  condi.  the  hernia  existed  at  the  time  of  birth, 

tion  before  conception  takes  place.    It  is  but  she  had  observed  the  child  cry 

c^efly  by  the  influence  of  these  nerves  that  whenever  the  part  had  been  washed  or 

the  uterus  performs  the  varied  functions  of  touched 

mcnstruaUon,  a>noeption,  and  parturition ;  jj  ^^8  obvious  that  no  time  could  be 

^1?/*;.^  ^^    tlT*^^'.,*^''*'?^!  lost,  and  I  immediately  performed  the 

i^J^Slr^,''^''^^A'^^  opeiation,  and  returned  the  intestine, 

the  different  morbid  affections  of  the  uterus.    ^!C;^i, ^«  i;**i«  :^fl„ a     *i 

If  these  nerves  of  the  uterus  could  not  be  which  w^  httle  inflamed  ,  the  sac  was 

demonstrated,  ite  physiology  and  pathology  ""fl  fj»<^^»  ^^  contained  a  good  deal 

wonM  be  completely  inexpUcable.  Ot  ttuid.          ^.       ,     ^     , 

An  evacuation  took  place  an  hour 

after  the  operation,  ana  the  next  day, 

ON  STRANGULATED  HERNIA  IN  Febraarv   a^d,  there  h»d  been  no 

INFANTS.  return  of  sickness,  and  though  the  child 

refused  the  breast  it  had  taken  a  little 

arrow-root ;  the  countenance  was  also 

7\»  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gaxette.  improved;  the  tongue  moist,  and  the 

g  pulse  had  tolerable  force,  though  it 

'*'  was  rather  slow  and  irregular ;    the 

In  your  number    for  December  9th,  abdomen  was  soft,  but  pressure  made 

von  have  reported  a  case  in  which  I  the  child  cry.    Relief  was  given  by  a 

have  recently  operated  for  strangulated  chamomile  poultice. 
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23d.  —_  This  tenderness    had    gone,  months'  duration,  wliich  had  increased 

and  the  child  again  sucked  readily,  considerably    in    size,  and   was  very 

and  the  wound  looked  healthy.  difficult  to  keep  up  by  a  truss  :   she 

On  the  25th  I  was  rather  anxious  had  been  advised  by  a  provincial  sur- 

on  account  of  the  urine,  which  had  geon  of  much  repute  to  do  nothing  for 

made  the  wound  tumid  and  inflamed ;  the  hernia,  but  as  her  usual  attendant 

the  sloughine  was  confined,  however,  saw  it  increasing,  I  was  written  to  on 

to  the    cellular    membrane    and  the  the  subject^  and  I  think  much  trouble 

outer  part  of  the  sac,  and  the  wound  might  have  been  saved  if  a  truss  had 

afterwards  healed  well.  been  used  as  soon  as  the  hernia  had 

I  saw  the  child  a  few  months  ago,  been  discovered, 

at  which   time   a    considerable  sized  Some  countenance  is  supposed  to  be 

hernia  existed  under  the  cicatrix.  given  to  the  common  opinion,  by  the 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  an  authority  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper;  who 

opinion  is  conmionly  entertained  by  me-  does  not,  in  fact,  however,  recommend 

dical  men  that  hernia  is  attended  with  this  delay,  except  in  the  few  cases  in 

little  dangerjin  infants ;  but  although,  which  I  should  agree    with  him  in 

doubtless,  not  so  liable  to  strangulation  postponing  the  treatment ;  viz.  in  cases 

as  in  older  persons,  the  opinion  leads  m  wnich  the  testis  has  not  descended 

to  grave  errors  in  practice,  if  it  is  ne-  into  the  scrotum,  but  lies  in  so  incon- 

l^lected.    On  this  account  I  conceive  it  venient  a  position  in  the  groin,  as  to 

IS  the  right  practice  to  endeavour  to  prevent    the  application  of    a  truss, 

obliterate  the  canal  at  the  earliest  pe-  Even  in  these  cases,  however,  attention 

nod  by  the  j§[entle  pressure  which  can  should  be  paid  to  the  further  progress 

be  applied  in  the  youngest  infant  by  of  the  testis,  so  that  the  pressure  may 

the  common  belt  and  pad,  and  under-  be  delayed,  not  to  the  time  of  puberty, 

strap,  or  by  a  small  spring  truss  : —  but  only  to  the  earliest  period  at  which 

1st.  Because  strangulation  may  take  this  crland  may  happen  to  have  de- 
place,  as  in  the  case  above  related,  so  scended  low  enough  to  allow  the  truss 
as  to  require  an  operation,  which  might  to  be  used. — I  am,  sir, 
probably  have  been  prevented,  if  pres-  Your  obedient  servant, 
sure  had  been  used  to  keep  the  bowel  Cjesar  Hawkins. 
up.    In  two  instances  I   have  seen  96,  Oroevenor  street, 
strangulation  at  the  earlv  period  of  ^^^'  ^^  i***- 

three  weeks,  and  in  one  of  these  cases  

reduction  was  effected  with  much  diffi-  SOME  observations 

culty  by  means  of  ether  dropped  con-  on  the 

stantly  on  the  tumor  for  about  an  hour  ,i.T^«i-. »  ^.tt^  i^i-.^Tom*mTT«^«.r^«,  ^« 

and  a'^half :  there  was  much  sickness  INORGANIC  CONSTITUENTS  OP 

in  this  case,  and  a  good  deal  of  tender-  ORGANIC  BODIES, 

ness  of  the  tumor,  and  it  was  clear  that  and  on 

I  could  not  have  delayed  the  operation  THE  EXHIBITION  OF  IRON, 

very  long.     In  another  case  an  opera-  «,»           n                «irnin,or 

tion  was  performed  by  another  suwon  ^^  ^'  ^«^**  HAaaisoN,  M.R.C.S.L. 

of  the  hospital,  in  a   child  about  two  Surgeon  to  the  Ardwick  and  AncoatsDispciwary. 

years  old,  but  it  was  followed  by  &tal  (for  the  London  Medical  Gazette.) 

inflammation.  

2nd.  By  using  pressure  at  an  early  In  the  Medical  Gazette  for  the  4th  of 

period,  the  surgeon  takes  advantage  of  September,  1840,  I  published  some  ob- 

the  natural  disposition  to  obliteration  servations    on    the    inorganic    matter 

of  the  canal,  wnich  exists  at  the  time  contained  in  the  blood.   I  made  especial 

of  the  descent  of  the  testis,  so  that  a  reference  to  the  iron  in  the  blood,  be- 

cure  may  be  effected  in  four  or  six  cause  I  conceived  it  was  connected 

weeks,  which  will   require  as  many  with  a  practifcal  application,  and  be- 

months  at  a  later  period  j  and,  cause  the  value    of  ferruginous  pre- 

3rd.  The  difficulty  of  the  cure  is  very  parations  is  generally  admitted.  I  have 

much  increased  by  the  enlargement  of  since  carefully  reviewed  my  opinions, 

the  canal  from  frequent  protrusion  [of  and  been  favoured  with  some  commu- 

the  bowel.    A  few  months  ago,  I  was  nications  from  professional  friends.    I 

consulted  by  a  lady,  whose  child  was  am  now  anxious  to  offer  a  few  further 

ten  months  old,  with  a  hernia  of  three  remarks  on   the  same  subject,  which 
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may  serve  to  render  my  views  more    suggest  that  the  union  of  all  the  ele^ 
intelligible  and  explicit.    My  principal    ments  equally  with  one  another  is  de- 
object  is  to  insist  on  the  importance  of   termined  by  a  kind  of  disposing  affinity 
the  fact,  which  has  of  late  been  esta-    given  to  the  compound  by  exceedingly 
blished  by  chemists,  that  the  inorganic    minute  portions  of  minei4l  substances, 
matter,  which  was  formerly  supposed    It  is  possible  to  conceive  that,  by  this 
to  be  incidental    and  foreign,  is,  in    means,  there  is  produced  a  suspension 
reality,  necessary  to  the  composition  of   of  those  more  elective  affinities  which 
organic   bodies ;  and   to   make   some    would  resolve  the  whole  into  binary 
pathological  deductions  of  a  practical    compounds.    The  common  relation  of 
nature.                                                       all  the  elements  to  these  substances 
The  manner  in  which  these  elements    may  bestow,  under  the  control  of  the 
exist  in  organised  bodies  is  not  perfectly    vital  agency,  the  particular  character 
ascertained.      Some  inorganic  bodies    they  acquire  as  organised  bodies.    The 
evidently  pass  in  and  out  of  organised    combination  of  inorganic  or  mineral 
bodies  without  suffering  any  change,    bodies  with  the  oxygen,  hydrogen,  and 
and  may,  therefore,  be   properly  re-    carbon,    of    organised    bodies,    seems 
garded  as  incidental.    Others  form  the    especially  inimical    to    that   state  of 
bases  of  acids;  and  it  does  not  seem    molecular  arrangement  which  is  termed 
material  what  these  are,  so  long  as  they    crystallization.    No  organic  principle 
are  capable  of  combining  with  the  same    during  life  is  capable  ofcrystallization^ 
equivalents   of  oxygen,  and  forming    and  this  property  seems  to  be  dependent 
salts  with  the  acids.    Again,  there  are    on  these  so-called  foreign  ingredients, 
some  minute  traces  of  mineral  bodies,    Dr.  Prout  states  that  starch  and  suje^r 
which  anpear  to  form  a  component  of   are  nearly  identical  in  their  chemical 
organised  structures  in  a  state  in  which    nature ;  and  yet  the  former,  owing  to 
they  are  never  otherwise  found ;  and    die  presence  of  foreign  matter,  is  inca- 
these  probably  give  a  character  to  the    pable  of  being  crystallised*.    Fat  ap- 
compound  in  a  way  which  is  peculiar ;    proaches  nearly  to  the  state  of  a  crystal: 
for  tne  particular  mode  of  combination    it  is  a  curious  fact,  *'  that  the  fattening 
in  which  the  elements  of  or^nic  bodies    of  an  animal  is  rendered  impossible 
are  supposed  to  exist  may  give  occasion    when  we  add  to  its  food  an  exeess  of 
for  the  interposition  of  some  disposing    sadt,  although  short  of  the  quantity 
attractions.    '*  In  mineral  substances,"    required  to  produce  a  purgative  effectf." 
says  Professor  Miiller,  "the  elements    The  property  which  inorganic  matter 
are  always  combined  in  a  binary  man-    possesses  of  preventing  the  erystalliza- 
ner :  thus,  two  elementary  substances    tion  of  the  molecules,  must  of  course 
unite  together,  and  this  binary  com-    be   communicated   to    the    molecules 
pound  unites  a§^in  with  another  simple    themselves,  but  is  yet  ascribable  to  the 
substance,  or  with  another  binary  com-    ingredients  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
pound.    For    example,    carbonate    of    It  is  likewise  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
ammonia   is    constituted    of   carbon,    the  combination  and  arrangement  in 
oxygen,  hydrogen,  and  nitrogen,  com-    which  these  mineral  bodies  exist  serves 
bined  as  follows :— carbon  and  oxygen    to  prevent  their  coming  into  contact 
unite  to  form  carbonic  acid ;  hydrog^en    and  forming  crystals,  m  which  way 
and  nitro^n  unite  to  form  ammonia ;    they    would    otherwise    undoubtedly 
these  a^in  unite  to  form  carbonate  of   collect    and    aggregate.      They    thus 
ammonia.    In  minerals  the  elementary    seem  (if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use 
substances  are  never  observed  to  com-    the  expression)  to  forego,  as  well  as  to 
bine  three  or  four  toother,  so  as  to    forbid,  crystallization.  Since  inorganic 
form  a  compound  in  which  each  element   matter  is  found  to  be  essentially  neces- 
is  equally  united  with  all  the  others,    sary  to  the  constitution  of  organised 
This,  however,  is  the  case  in  organic    bodies,  it  will  be  anticipated  that  par- 
bodies.  Oxygen,  hydrogen,  carbon,  and    ticular  species  of  plants  can  only  find 
nitrogen— the  same  elements  which,  by    sustenance  on  those  soils  which  contain 
binary  combination,  formed  inorganic    the  requisite  kinds  of  minerals.    It  is 
substances — ^unite  together,  each  with    true  that  some  o(  the  inorganic  consti- 
all  the  others,  and  lorm  the  peculiar    tuents  of  plants  are  altogether  acei- 
principles  of  organic  beings*."    I  may 

•  Sm  the  PhHoBophical  Transactions  for  1827. 

•  Fhyaiolof  7,  pa^e  S.  f  Uebj^'s  Animal  Chemistrjr,  page  156. 
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dental,  but  others  are  absolutely  essen-  contain  the  precise  ingredientB  which 
tial  and  invariable.  There  are  some  are  necessary  for  the  composition  of 
which  can  only  be  dispensed  with  the  animal  tissues.  But  the  mere  ex* 
when  they  are  replaced  by  bases  which  istence  of  these  principles  obviously 
are  capable  of  forming  similar  combi-  does  not  constitute  healthy  aninuu 
nations,  and  uniting  with  the  same  structure.  There  is  a  process  of  or* 
equivalents  of  oxygen.  ''The  perfect  ganization  wanting,  which  is  dependent 
development  of  a  plant,"  says  Dr.  on  Ufe,  and  requires  a  further  combina- 
Liebig,  '*  is  dependent  on  the  presence  tion  of  circumstances.  There  are  other 
of  alkalies  or  alkaline  earths  j  for  when  substances  taken  into  the  blood  which 
.  these  substances  are  totally  wanting  its  have  an  influence  on  the  metamor- 
growth  will  be  arrested,  and  when  tnev  phoses  of  these  principles,  and  exercise 
are  only  deficient  it  must  be  impedea.  a  definite  influence  on  the  arrangement 
In  order  to  apply  these  remarks,  let  u^  of  the  molecules.  We  know  that  the 
compare  two  Junda  of  tiM%tli»iiiMid  iwiiiMiiiiM Inn  ii  mi  intimatg^hinip^l 
of  wliieh  caBtKB  raieqial  goantities  of  into  contact  with  the  blood,  with  iHneii 
alkaline  based,  and  we  shall  find  that  they  are  in  a  perpetual  state  of  inter- 
one  of  these  eipws  luxuriantly  in  several  change;  and  we  further  know  that 
soils  upon  wnich  the  others  are  scarcely  there  exists  in  the  blood,  globules  which 
able  to  vegetate.  For  example,  10,000  do  not  seem  to  take  any  direct  part  in 
parts  of  oak  wood  yield  250  parts  of  the  nutrition  of  the  body.  These  may 
ashes ;  the  same  quantity  of  fir  wood  be  carriers  of  oxygen,  but  they  may 
only  83;  of  linden  wood,  500;  of  rye,  also  be  agents  of  organization,  and 
440;  and  of  the  herb  of  the  potatoe  serve  to  Rive  a  definite  ^larity  to  the 
plant,  1500  parts.  Firs  and  pines  find  tissues  wnich  are  forming  from  the 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  auKalies  in  blood.  In  short,  in  addition  to  the 
granitic  and  barren  sandy  soils,  in  proximate  principles  which  suj^ply 
which  oaks  will  not  grow ;  and  wheat  matter  for  immediate  conversion  into 
thrives  in  soils  favourable  for  the  linden  fibrine,  albumen,  &c.,  we  find  in  animid 
tree,  because  the  bases  which  are  neces-  and  vegetable  foods  other  constituents 
sary  to  bring  it  to  a  complete  maturity  which  are  also  necessary.  These  con- 
exist  there  in  sufficient  quantity.  The  stituebts  must  vary,  in  some  degree, 
accuracyof  these  conclusions,  so  highly  with  the  difierent  articles  which  we 
important  to  agriculture  and  to  the  have  chosen  for  consumption;  for  we 
cultivation  of  forests,  can  be  proved  by  have  already  seen  that  vegetables  receive 
the  most  evident  facts*."  them  diflerently  according  to  their  par- 

In  animal  bodies  there  is  the  same  ticular  constitution,  and  we  election  of 
necessity  for  inorranic  and  mineral  soils  to  which  they  consequently  dis- 
constituents,  and  tney  are  accordingly  posed.  Many  of  them  cannot,  there- 
found  to  exist  in  like  manner  as  thev  fore,  be  essential,  and  must  be  dis- 
do  in  vegetables.  The  waste  which  charged  from  the  body  without  their 
goes  on  in  the  animal  body  is  attended  having  suffered  or  produced  any  altera- 
by  the  constant  loss  of  these  substances,  tion.  It  may  be  conjectured,  nowever, 
as  well  as  of  others ;  and  this  is  evident  that  a  certain  proportion  of  these  in- 
by  their  being  found  abundantly  in  the  organic  bodies  conduces  to  the  health 
urinary  secretion.  It  is  indispensable,  of  the  body.  It  would  seem  probable 
therefore,  that  they  should  be  con-  that  what  is  called  the  tenacity  of  the 
tinually  renewed;  and  they  are,  on  animal  tissues  may  depend,  m  some 
this  account,  constantly  being  intro-  measure,  upon  the  presence  of  a  due 
duced  in  combination  or  admixture  admixture  of  these  substances.  We 
with  animal  and  vegetable  proxi-  know  that  when  there  is  a  deficiency 
mate  principles,  in  the  food  which  is  of  good  wholesome  food,  especially  of 
taken  into  the  body.  It  would  appear  go(^  red  flesh  meat,  which  contains 
from  the  researches  of  Dr.  Lieoiff,  abundance  of  these  constituents,  that 
that  the  various  animal  and  vegetable  there  is  induced  a  pale  and  serous  state 
proximate  principles  merely  require  a  of  the  blood,  which  seems  incapable  of 
ekanpe  of  form  to  be  adapted  to  the  forming  healthv  organic  structure, 
nutrition  of  the  body.  Animal  and  There  seems  to  be  a  semi-transpaient^ 
vegetable  albmnen,  fibrine,  and  casein,  and,  as  it  were,  crystalline  character  of 

the   tissues,  as   though   the   mineral 

«  Liebi(i*8  Oiip«nic  Chemistry,  ptge  104.  elements  were  insufficient  to  produce 
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a  propter  proportion  of  healthy  tissue,  the  mouth;  andthe  pulsation  of  the  arte- 

I  may  illustrate  this  position,  somewhat  ries  was  so  feeble  as  to  be  scarcely  per- 

coarsely,  but  perhaps  forcibly,  by  com-  ceptible.  **  The  patients  all  complained 

paring  the  animal  structure,  in  this  of  excessive  debility,  great  anxiety,  fre- 

state,  to  mortar  which  is  devoid  of  a  <][uent  palpitations,  and  sense  of  oppres- 

S roper  admixture  of  sand  to  g^ve  it  a  sion  and  suffocation  on  makin?  the  least 

ue  consistence.    In  such  cases  it  would  exertion;  they  had  constantly  profuse 

appear  rather  as  if  the  body  were  an  sweats ;  their  countenance  was  cedema- 

assemblage  of  badly  orfi[anised  proxi-  tous;  their  appetite  good,  but  digestion 

mate  elements,  than  of  real  healthy  much  impairea ;  and  their  emaciation 

structare  with  its  proper  vital  cohesion,  advaneed  with  rapid  strides.    This  state 

In  some    instances  a  remedial  in-  sometimes  lasted  for  six  months  or  a 

fluence  ma^  be  accomplished  by  the  year,  and  in  some  cases  terminated 

administration   of    vanous   medicinal  m  death."    Various  remedies  were  tried 

substances  in  combination  with  a  care-  without  avail ;  light  bitter  infusions, 

fully  regulated  diet.    It  would  be  a  with    nutritious    diet,    and    antiscor- 

great  abuse  of  chemistry  to  apply  it  butic  wine,  proved  of  no  service.    Mer- 

too  rigidly  to  medicine,  and  we  ought  curial  frictions  were  also  made  use  of. 

always  to  regard  with  great  suspicion  '*  During  this  treatment,'*  continues  tte 

any  purely  chemical   explanation   of  account, "  one  of  the  patientsdied^    On 

physiological  phenomena.    When  we  dissection,  all  the  arteries  and  veins 

find,  however,  that  a  particular  effect  were  found  void  of  blood,  and  contain- 

may  be  brought  about  by  certain  means,  ing  onlv  alittle  serum ;  no  blood  flowed 

the  manner  in  which  it  is  effected  be-  when  the  muscles  were  divided,  except 

comes  a  legitimate  object  of  inquiry,  on  the  thigh,  from  the  large  muscles 

Now  the  exhibition  of  iron  appears  to  of  which  a  few  drops  issued.     This 

be  really  serviceable,  and  to  have  a  almost  total  absence  of  blood,  which 

direct  influence   in   avgmenting   the  agreed  so  well  with  the  phenomena 

number  of  the  ted  particles  of  the  observed  during  life,  induced  M.  Hall^ 

blood.    It  may  be  ima^ned  that  the  to  discontinue  the  mercurial  frictions, 

iron  enters  into  combination  with  a  and  substitute  the  internal  use  of  iron 

principle  similar  to  fibrinC,  constituting,  filina»  in  the  dose  of  a  drachm  daily, 

in  combination,  the  cruorin,  or  colour-  combined  with  tonics  and  opium.    In 

ing  matter,  with  which  the  envelope  eight  or  ten  days  an  evident  improve- 

of  the  blood-particles  is  impregnated,  ment  had  taken  place  in  the  patients 

There  appears  to  me  nothing  impro-  thus  treated;    a  few  veins  began  to 

bable  in  such  a  supposition ;  but  how-  appear  under  the  skin  of  the  fore-arm ; 

ever  this  may  be,  the  effects  of  iron  in  the   digestion  was   much   improved ; 

multiplying  the  number  of  the  red  par-  and  the  dyspnoea  considerably  relieved, 

tides  is  generally  admitted  by  the  pro-  Each    subsequent   day    the    patients 

fession.    The  following  extracts  from  pointed  out  as  a  new  discovery  one  or 

Andral's  Pathology,  if  superfluous,  may  more   blood-vessels   which   had   just 

not  be  altogether  unacceptable ;  they  become  visible :    all  their  symptoms 

are   themselves  quotations  from   the  continued  to  improve,  and  at  the  time 

Dictionnaire  de  Midedne.  They  relate  they  were  .sent  home  their  health  was 

ta  a  remarkable  state  of  anfemia  which  perfectly  established." 

occnrred  to  some  workmen  employed  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  state  of 

in  one  of  the  galleries  of  a  coid-mine  in  ansemia  is  the  precursor  of  many  serious 

Auzain.    In  uiese  instances  the  coun-  lesions,  nor  is  it  alwajrs  fair  to  regard 

tenance  lost  all  colour  and  complexion,  it  as  a  secondary  affection  in  itself.   To 

and  presented  an  appearance  similar  an  aniEmical  condition  of  the  system 

to  that  of  wax  which  had  been  tinged  may  be  attributed  many  of  those  cases 

jreUow  by  the  influence  of  time ;  the  of  simple  dilat&tion  of  the  heart  which 

blood-vessels  were  so  completely  effaced  have  arisen  in  a  defective  tonicity  of 

that  not  a  trace  of  them  could  be  dis-  the  muscular  fibre.    It  is  well  known 

covered  even  in  those  regions  where  that  the  heart,  in  combination  with  the 

they  are  generally  most  apparent ;  not  other  tissues,  may  lose  its  proper  firm- 

a  single  capillary  vessel  could  be  seen  ness,  and  widiout  the  existence  of  any 

on  the  conjunctiva  of  the  eye  or  eye-  valvular  disease  may  suffer  dilatation 

lids,  or  even  in  Uie  mucous  membrane  of  from  the  ordinary  and  temporary  im- 
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pediments  to  which  the  circulation  is  obvioiisly  promoted  by  whatever  dr* 
oabitualLy  subjected.  The  vis  a  tergo  presses  the  ener^  of  vitality, 
of  the  circulation,  instead  of  pushing  I  shall  now  briefly  conclude  by  a 
forward  the  current  of  the  blood,  spends  few  observations  on  the  mode  of  ex- 
itself,  in  some  degree,  in  dilating  the  hibiting  iron.  In  the  first  place,  in 
parietes  of  the  heart,  and  this  conc&tion,  the  administration  of  iron,  a  speedy  re- 
unlike  that  which  originates  in  valvular  suit  should  not  always  be  anticipated, 
obstruction,  is  not  attended  with  any  Invalids  are  generally  impatient  if  they 
accompanying  hypertrophy,  but  a  great  do  not  receive  immediate  benefit  from 
attenuation  of  structure.  The  resem-  the  medicines  prescribed.  It  would  be 
blance,  in  the  appearance  of  the  com-  well  to  inculcate,  therefore,  that  the 
plezion,  of  this  disease  to  that  called  iron  is  rather  to  be  considered  as  an 
chlorosis,  is  not  a  little  striking,  and  in  adjunct  to  the  food  than  as  a  common 
both  there  is  probably  something  analo-  medicinal  agent.  It  is  not  to  produce 
gous  in  the  condition  of  the  blooa.  Dr.  a  revolution  in  the  system,  but  to  aflford 
Elliotson,  speaking  of  the  latter  com-  materials  which  may  conduce  to  the 
plaint,  in  the  lectures  which  he  de-  nutrition  and  organization  of  the  body. 
fivered  at  University  CoUeee,  observes,  It  should  not  thereforebe  hastily  thrown 
'<  When  I  come  to  treat  of  diseases  of  aside  after  a  trial  of  a  week  or  a  month, 
the  heart,  you  will  find  an  afiection  but  where  the  indications  for  its  ad- 
similar  to  this.  Persons  will  have  ministration  are  still  persistent  it  may 
violent  palpitations,  and  become  pale ;  be  continued  with  advantage  for  a  pro- 
and  this  state  is  not  one  indicative  of  tracted  period. 

bleeding  and  purging,  which,  in  a  com-  The  form  iji  which  it  is  to  be  given 
plaint  nke  this,  would  make  things  must  of  course  vary  according  to  the 
worse;  but,  very  much  to  my  surprise,  particular  nature  of  the  circumstances, 
when  I  first  ventured  on  practice,  I  and  must  be  altogether  dependent  on 
found  iron  would  remedy  this  morbid  the  discretion  of  the  practitioner.  Dr. 
condition  of  the  system  to  some  ex-  Elliotson  advocates  the  use  of  the  tar- 
tent."  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  tarised  iron  in  cases  of  dilatation  of  the 
the  menstruation  should  be  defective  heart,  chiefly  on  account  of  its  diuretic 
when  the  blood  is  so  much  impoverished,  and  purgative  ouaUties ;  at  any  rate,  it 
and  yet  people  always  regard  the  de-  may  oe  elegantly  combined  with  medi- 
flciency  of  that  secretion  as  the  cause,  cines  to  promote  the  action  of  the 
and  not  as  the  consequence,  of  the  kidneys  and  bowels.  For  the  same 
malady.  The  other  day  a  poor  woman  reason,  for  youn^  subjects  the  vinum 
presented  herself  at  the  Ancoats  Dis-  ferri  (which  I  see  is  omitted  in  the  last 
pensary  with  a  large  sloughing  ulcer  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia)  would  be 
on  the  leg.  She  was  of  a  pale  oedema-  found  a  useful  medicine.  Probably 
tous  appearance,  and  was  suckling  a  some  improvement  in  the  mode  of  ad- 
child  about  eighteen  months  old.  On  ministering  metallic  preparations  may 
remonstrating  with  her  on  the  subject,  be  eventually  adopted.  In  the  mean- 
she  replied  that  she  suckled  it  because  time,  the  following  quotation  from 
she  had  not  any  food  to  give  it !  This  Professor  Miiller's  Physiology  may 
young  woman  had  a  dilatation  of  the  not  be  considered  uninteresting.  "  If 
heart.  She  told  me  that  the  menses  a  small  quantity  of  a  metallic  salt  is 
were  sparing  and  pale,  and  to  this  she  mixed  with  serum,  and  a  rather  larger 
attributed  her  illness.  T  will  not  oflend  proportion  of  caustic  potash  added  than 
the  reader  by  a  word  of  comment.  is  necessary  for  the  decomposition  of  the 
In  my  former  paper  I  alluded  to  the  metallic  salt,  the  oxide  is  not  precipi- 
possible  connexion  of  tuberculous  for-  tated,  but  remains  in  solution  combined 
mations  with  a  deficiency  of  the  inor-  with  the  albumen.  BerzeHus,  who  men- 
ganic  matter  of  the  blood.  This  was  tions  this,  remarks  that  by  this  means 
designed  as  a  meire  suggestion,  and  in  metallic  salts,  or  oxides,  are  absorbed 
no  way  involved  any  peculiar  line  of  from  the  intestinal  canal  or  skin, 
practice,  which  is  always  to  be  depre-  carried  into  the  circulation,  dissolved 
eated  if  based  merely  on  theory.  1  do  in  the  serum,  and  expelled  with  the  ex- 
not  know  that  I  have  been  strengthened  cretions ;  and  hence  it  is  that  after  the 
in  this  opinion  by  subsequent  reflection  continued  use  of  mercury,  ^^e  find  the 
— tuberculous  formations  are  at  least  protoxide  dissolved  in  the  fluids  of  the 
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body.    Would  not  the  extremely  inti-  things  are  ohvious :  first,  that  it  is  im- 

mate    combinations   of    the    metallic  possible,  with  any  prospect  of  benefit  or 

oxides  with  albumen  be  nseful  in  medi-  of  snccess,  to  adopt  the  plan  Of  cblle- 

•cine?    Albumen  of  the  egg  ot  serum  ^iate  establishment  by  halves.    It  will 

coagulates  when  mixed  with  concen-  be  useless  to  make  merely  a  set  of 

trated  solutions  of  earthy  or  metallic  lodging  houses,  which  the  student  may 

salts,  and  the  coagulum  contains  the  enter  or  leave  at  his  option,  and  within 

eomponents  of  the  salt."  no  boundary  ¥ralls,  with  no  regulated 

: system  of  restraint ;  such  a  plan  ne*. 

A T^^«,rr.«^^T  ^^  .  <,^,  »««,.«,«  ^,«  cessarily  leaves  out  the  very  funda- 

ADOPTION  OF  A  COLLEGIATE  DIS.  „entar  principles   of   coltegkte    life. 

CIPLINB  AT  ST.  BARTHOLO-  Secondly,  it  is  as  evident,  that  sup^ 

MSW'S  HOSPITAL.  posing  a  college  establishment   duly 

provided,  it  will  be  impossible  to  ren* 

wv -X    'Djj      ^jjL    %jr  J'    J  ry  .  44^  Qcr  a  Tcsidence  in  it  compulsory  upon 

^^^'  assumption  of  authority  would  at  once 
Permit  me  through  your  pages  to  ex-  defeat  its  own  object,  and  drive  away 
press  my  sincere  satisfaction  that  at  those  whom  it  was  intended  to  benefit 
length  some  decided  step  has  been  Some  stronginducement,  therefore,  must 
taken  towards  the  adoption  of  a  colle-  be  held  out  to  tempt  the  young  man  to 
^ate  system  of  discipline  in  one,  at  resign  that  entire  liberty  of  action 
least,  of  our  medical  schools.  The  which  he  is  generally  inclined  to  prize 
governors  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos-  far  above  its  real  value.  In  order  also 
pital  have  deserved  well  of  the  pro-  to  have  full  weight  with  him,  this  induce- 
xession,  and  of  the  country,  for  taking  ment  must  not  be  too  prospective.  He 
the  initiative  in  this  great  work  of  ho9-  must  be  shewn  that  there  are  advantages 
pital  reform.  From  a  long  acquaintance  of  an  immediate  and  palpable  nature, 
with  medical  students,  I  am  persuaded  which  are  to  be  had  at  least  in  an  equal 
that,  if  nroperly  arranged  and  con-  degree  under  no  other  system  than  the 
ducted,  tne  plan  is  certain  of  success,  proposed  plan.  The  mere  diminution 
and  that  when  once  fairly  started  by  of  expense,  or  the  improvement  in  his 
one  of  the  schools,  the  rest  must  per-  accommodation,  (if  tl)ese  clan  be  offered 
force  follow  in  the  same  track.  At  the  by  a  college)  will  be  of  little  avail  in  in- 
same  time  it  must  be  allowed  that  this  ducing  the  majority  of  students  to  come 
is  no  light  matter-^that  the  introduc-  within  its  rules.  These  points  are 
tion  of  a  system  so  entirely  new,  as  re-  matters  of  little  moment  to  many,  and 
gardsnot  only  our  London  achools,  but  to  all  would  hardly  outbalance  the  sa- 
the  medical  schools  of  the  whole  crifices  they  must  mtdce. 
Empire,  and  indeed  of  all  Europe,  and  Great  as  are  the  advantages  which 
making  considerable  demands  upon  the  are  certain  to  result  to  the  student  from 
patience,  forbearance,  and  good  sense  of  a  wholesome  system  of  discipline,  I 
a  number  of  young  men  who  are  just  at  know  but  of  one  which  a  college  can 
the  age  when  these  oualifications  are  offer,  so  palpable  in  its  nature,  so  im- 
yet  but  in  the  bud ;  calling  upon  them,  mediate  in  its  operation,  and  at  the 
for  a  prospective  ad  vantage,  to  allow  the  same  time  so  exclusively  colle^ate  in 
curtail  ment  of  that  present  liberty  which  its  character,  as  to  otier  a  striking  and 
they  h^ve  always  been  accustomed  to  powerful  temptation  to  a  young  inex- 
louk  upon  as  their  right — I  say,  such  perienced  man.  This  consists  in  awell- 
an  undertaking  must  require  on  the  modelled  system  of  college  tutors.  Here 
part  of  its  conductors  a  considerable  he  would,  on  his  first  entrance  upon  hi6 
share  of  prudence,  caution,  and  zeal,  studies,  find  a  friend  and  adviser,  a 
and  will  doubtless  at  first  meet  with  guide  and  instructor,  in  the  vast  and  be- 
no  slight  opposition.  I  must  beg  to  be  wildering  field  of  inquiry  which  opens 
permitted  to  suggest,  that  the  success  before  him  as  he  proceeds ;  his  time 
or  the  failure  of  any  plan  of  the  kind  and  attention  would  be  rightlv  and 
in  question  must  necessarily  rest  upon  judiciously  directed.  He  woula  here 
this  question — ^What  is  proposed  to  offer  at  once  meet  with  a  [  functionary^ whose 
to  the  students  as  an  inducement  to  specific  oflSce  it  would  be  to  devote  his 
them  to  place  themselves  in  the  con-  lime  to  the  furtherance  of  the  students' 
dition  of  restraint  now  proposed  ?  Two  objects,   anJ  in   applying    to    whom, 

787— xxxf.  '                 2  I 
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therefore,  he  would  feel  none  of  that  if  twenty-five  papils  are  allotted  to  the 

difficulty  and  delicacy  which  he  must  charge  of  each  tutor,  there  will,  among 

at   present  experience,  in   regard  to  these,  be  always  plenty  in  different 

those  who  are  alone  competent  to  ad-  stages  of  progress,  who  will  demand 

vise  him,  but  whose  time  and  attention  his    time   ana   attention.      Whether, 

he  is  unwilling  to  tax,   by    matters  therefore,  it  may  be  in  the  dissectia^- 

which  appear   trifling  to  them,   but  room,  in  the  museum,  with  the  speci- 

which  are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  mens  of  materia  medica,  or  at  Uie  oed- 

his  early  process.  side  of  the  hospital  patient,  the  tutor 

After  considerable  thought  and  at-  will  be  ready  to  assist,  either  by  exami- 

tention  given  to  this  subject,  I  cannot  nation  or  by  instructions,  and  the  pupil 

but  conclude  that  an  efficient  system  will  at  once  know  where  to  go  for 

of  tutors  is  the  most  important  portion  whatever  assistance  he  may  need.    It 

of  the  whole  coUe^ate  arrangement,  might  be  well  to  connect  the  office  of 

partly  from  its  intrinsic  value  to  the  tutor  with  that   of  demonstrator   of 

student,  and  partly  from  the  very  ob-  anatomy,  as  afibrding  him  an  additional 

vious  nature  of  its  advantages,  which  opi)ortunity  of  forwarding  the  studies 

will  at  once  remove   the   objections  of  those  over  whom  he  is  placed,  and 

which  the  young  men  may  feel  to  sub-  identifying  their  interests  with  his  own. 

mitting  to  the  necessary  degree  of  re-  If  this  plan  should  be  adopted,  the 

straint.    Such  an  inducement  may  not  number  of  assistant  demonstrators  will 

be  so  necessary  in  future  years,  when  be,  of  course,  increased,  and  their  atten- 

the  right  and  wholesome  system  of  dis-  dance  in  the  dissecting-rooms  will  only 

cipline  is  become  well  known  as  part  be  required  for  their  own  little  class, 

and  parcel   of  the  London   medical  In  fact,  whatever  department  of  studies 

schools ;   but  the  first  establishment  their  classes  are  passing  through,  the 

of  the  plan  is  of  the  greatest  import-  individual  tutor  snould  oe  expected  to 

ance,  as  it  is  of  the  greatest  difficulty,  accompany  and  guide  them.     I  would, 

I  wiU,  therefore,  now  only  offer  a  few  however,  by  no  means  limit  the  ap- 

suggestions  upon  this  one  matter  of  the  pointment  to  them,  but   give    every 

tutors ;  and  should  these  hints  appear  encouragement  to  other  candidates  to 

to  have  any  value,  I  shall  be  happy  at  come  forward,  by  throwing  the  office 

some  future  *time  to  extend  them  to  open  to  competition,  and  by  invariably 

other  parts  of  the  college  system.  makin?  it  the  rewaidof  superior  merit ; 

It  IS  obviously  necessarv  that  the  the  only  requisites  being  talent  and 

tutor  should  be  resident  in  the  College ;  moral  worth.    It  will  be  easy,  and  per- 

he  will  thus  be  at  all  times  accessible  haps  allowable,  for  the  tutors  to  assist 

to  the  student,  to  whom  his  time  must  each  other,  as  they  do  at  CamWdge 

be  wholly  devoted,  and  his  presence  and  Oxford,  by  receiving  to  an  exami- 

will  there  create  a  sensible  and  whole-  nation  or  demonstration  those  students 

some  restraint.    If  the  tutor  is  allowed  which  happen  to  require  assistance  on 

to  reside  out  of  the  walls,  his  usefulness  the  particular  subject  of  which  that  one 

will  be  materially  restricted,  and  the  tutor  is  about  to  treat.    There  should 

w^ay  be  opened  to  numberless  abuses,  be,  I  conceive,  a  public  demonstrator. 

The  tutors  might  be  appointed  from  whose  office  shomd  be  quite  distinct 

among   those   students    who,  having  from  those  of  which  I  am  speaking, 

passed  all  their  examinations,  are  stiU  who  might  be  the  responsible  controller 

desirous  of  remaining  in  the  neigh-  of  the  entire  dissecting-room,  and  the 

bouxhood  of  hospital  practice.    By  this,  instructor  of  such  students  as  do  not 

mode  of  selection,  a  proper  difference  reside  in  CoUe^,  and  to  his  lot  it  would 

of  age  will  be  secured  between  the  fall  to  deliver  the  public  demonstrative 

pupil  and  his  instructor— a  point  of  lectures  ;  or  the  tutors  might  well  take 

considerable  importance,  and  an  excel-  it  by  turns  to  fill  this  important  office 

lent  opportunity  will  be  afforded   of  for  a  month  at  a  time, 

rewarding  meritorious  students,  and  of  With  regard  to  the  remuneration  of 

offering  an  additional  stimulus  to  their  the  tutors  1  conceive  there  will  be  no 

exertions.     Not  that  I  would  advocate  difficulty.    On  entering  the  College, 

the  keeping  of  the  student  in  leading-  the  studfent  will  be  required,  in  addition 

strings,  or  that  his  industry  and  ener-  to  the  charge  for  his  commons,  to  pay 

fies  should  be  crippled  and  enfeebled  tutors'  fees,  from  eight  to  ten  pounds  a 

y  a  want  of  independent  action ;  but  year ;  and  if  each  tutor  is  allowed  to 
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take  chiuve  of  twenty-five  Btudente,  a  mittee  of  Visiting  Justices,  and  is  doted 

very  handsome  allowance  will  thus  be  Qct.  27  1842. 

provided  for  him— an  income  such  as       tl     ' \i.  *  *i.    ^  -i  * 

very  many  talented  men  would  be  re-  I'  »PI^*"  *^»*  ^  ^^^^  «^^««^  o^ 

joiced  to  accept,  as  a  help  to  their  patiente  dunng  the  year  ending  Sept 

spending  a  longer  time  in  the  study  of  SO,  1842,  has  been  953 ;  when  the  tm<' 

their  profiBssion.    It  would  be  veir  provemente  are  completed  the  Asylum 

SSSe?«d'J?SrbS?/^nce^rurad  -^  »><»"   1000.    The  house  canoot 

be  much  more  adntntageoos  to  the  conveniently  be  extended  beyond  this 

interests  of  the  student,  aad   oonse-  site,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 

qunilly  of  the  school  itself,  that  the  without  becoming  too  large  in  propor- 

students  should  be  well  paid.     The  ^»  _  ^^  ^.v^  ^^^^u^a^  -«I  »„.«k^.  ^r 

character  of  the   individual   College  •^«>°*?*e  magnitude  and  number  of 

would  so  very  much  depend  upon  these  ^"«  mnng^ourts  and  day-rooms,  and 

officers,  botli  in  regard  to  discipline,  to  the   accommodation  affi)rded   in   the 

morals,  and  professional  talent,  that  it  kitchen,  Ac.    Yet  even  this  magnificent 

is  of  the  first  importance  to  secure  the  hospital,    with    its  thousand  patients 

best  men,  and  to  encourage  such  men  /,     '      ,           _              .,7,     .        ° 

to  offer  themselves,  the  remuneration  ^^^  hundred  attendants,  will  be  msuf- 

should  be  ade<}uate.  ficient  for  the  wants  of  the  metropolitan 

I  do  not  think  that  I  am  in  any  dc-  county  5  three  hnndred  lunatics  will  be 

pee  extravagant  in  rating  so  highly  left  to  pine  in  workhouses,  or  private 

the  importance  of  the  otnce  m  ones-  ,               ,  ^            ^  ^i.  ;  tt         1,  - 

tion.  Certainly  the  estimation  in  wbich  a«y*"m8,  and  to  regret  that  Hanwell  is 

our  medical  schools  will  be  held  by  the  too  full.    For  it  is  certain  that  the 

publie  will  materially  depend  upon  the  more  Hanwell  is  known,  the  less  will 

character  and  success  of  the  pupils  these  other  receptacles  be  liked ; 

which  leave  them ;  and  I  know  of  no 

means  of  influencing  their  character  Quo  plu.  tunt  pot«,  plw  dtiuntor  aqmp. 

and  their  progress  in  learning  so  effec-  The  Hanwell  dietary  appears  judi* 

tual  as  the  system  for  which  I  am  con-  cious,  but  might  admit  of  some  im- 

"^"l  hfvc  now  only  to  apologise  for  V^^^\  The  breakfast   for   men 

occupying  so  much  of  your  space,  *®  composed  of  milk  thickened  with  oat- 

And  am,  sir,  meal  and  flour,  and  six  ounces  of  bread ; 

Your  obedient  servant,  for  women,  of  a  pint  of  tea  with  five 

A.  T.  L.  DoDD.  ounces  of  bread,  and  half  an  ounce  of 

butter;  and  four  ounces  of  sugar  a 

r^r^rrriiTii  wcck.    The  dinner  is  the  same  for  both 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  sexes.    Pour  days  a  week  it  consists 

Friday,  December  30,  18^.  ^'  *^®  ounces  of  meat,  fi)ur  ounces  of 

yeast  dumpling^  and  vegetables ;  twice 

"  Licet  omnlbiu,  Keet  etina  mihl,  digtiitateni  n  week  of  a  pint  of  soup  and  six  ounces 

AfjtJr«««tf  tiMri||K)tMtwmodov«nMiidiin  of  bread;  once  a  week  of  twelve  ounces 

puoUciuii  tit,  dicenuj  penculiun  non  reciiao."  «          ^     .                      -. 

CicBRo.  of  meat-pie  crust  and  an  ounce  and  a 

half  of  meat ;  with  half  a  pint  of  beer 

LAST  REPORT  OP  THB  HANWBLL  at  every  dinner.  The  use  of  tea  at 
LUNATIC  ASYLUM.  breakfast,  and  bread  at  dinner,  is  so 
It  IS  pleasant  to  speak  of  improvements  general  in  England,  and  so  universal 
—to  tell  of  letters  struck  off,  of  misery  in  this  county,  that  we  should  be  in- 
relieved,  of  persuasion  substituted  for  clined  to  censure  the  omission  as  a 
foree:  it  is,  therefore,  pleasant  to  speak  defect. 

of  Hanwell.     The   account   recently  Supperconsistsof  bread,  cheese,  and 

publiahed  consists  of  three  Reports,  beer  for  the  men,  and  porridge  and 

the  first  of  which  is  from  the  Com-  bread  for  the  women ;  while  workmen 
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nd  ladndry  women  have  some  extra  to  mend  from  the  day  on  which  thtf 

adulgences.  are  admitted ;  and  too  often  begin  to 

Of  390  men  who  were  in  the  Asylum  relapse  from  the  day  on  which  they 

on  the.  30th  of  last  September,  218  are  discharged." 

were  employed,  and  104  of  them  in  During  the  last  year,  there  have  been 

the  garden  and  agriculture;    of  546  lour  cases  in  which  food  was  obstinately 

females,  406  were  employed,  and  234  refused  for  a  time ;  in  two  of  them  the 

in  needlework.  stomach-pump  was  used.    In  one  in> 

A  list  of  the  clothing  made  at  Han-  stance  of  refusal,  the  patient  "  was  for- 

well   during  a  twelvemonth  occupies  merly  a  governess,  and  is  remarkable 

nearly  a  page ;  aprons  and  bedgowns,  for  benevolence  of  disposition :  finding 

shirts  and  trowsers,  sheets  and  towels,  herself  surrounded  by  so  many  poor 

nay,  shrouds  and  caps,  are  all  to  be  people,  she  refused  food,  because  she 

found  in  this  comprehensive  catalogue,  thought  they  must  be  in  want  of  it." 

The  washing,  too,  of  the  establishment  In  one  instance,  a  man,  who  was  ad- 

(what  buckbaskets  can  be  big  enough  mitted  in  a  very  miserable  state,  was 

to  hold  the  wash  of  1051  persons  ?)  is  induced  to  eat  by  a   device  of  Mr. 

performed  by  the  patients,  with  the  Clift,  the  assistant  steward.     He  sat 

aJBsistance  of  four  laundresses.    But  we  down  opposite  the  patient,  and  began 

have  lingered  long  enough  in  the  ves-  eating  cake.  The  latter  looked  on,  and 

tibule ;   let  us  now  enter  the  temple  finding  himself  apparently  unnoticed, 

itself,  and  listen  to  Dr.  Conolly.  asked  for  some  likewise,  and  ate  it 

During  the  year  ending  Sept.  30th.  with    much  satisfaction.      He    after- 

1842,    fifty  patients  were  discharged  wards  took  his  ordinary  food.    "Upon 

cured.    Their  ages  varied  from  15  to  the  whole,  all  additional  experience 

75,  and  the  duration  of  the  disease '  strengthens   the  resident   physician's 

from    three    months    to    twenty-four  unfavourable  opinion  of  instrumental 

years.    The  deaths  during  the  same  means  in  such  cases.    Their  advantage 

year  amounted  to  91 :  of  these  **  about  is  limited  to  a  small  number  of  them ; 

forty  were  from  general  debility,  or  they  have  an  unfavourable  influence 

paralysis ;   eighteen  were    occasioned  on  the  patient's  mind  when  often  re- 

by  apoplexy  or  epilepsy ;  and  fifteen  sorted  to ;  and  their  employment  is  by 

ft'om  pulmonary  consumption ;  leaving  no  means  free  from  danger  in  weak  and 

a  mortality  of  only  twenty  from  various  violent  patients." 

diseases,  accidentally,  or  less  frequently,  .  '*  What  is  to  be  done  with  suicidal 

associated  with  insanity."  patients  P"  is  the  triumphant  question 

Although  patients  at  Hanwell,^  like  of  those  who  still  adhere  to  the  system 

other  lunatics,  are  generally  exempt  of  restraint.    The  Hanwell  answer  b, 

from   epidemic   fever,    they   are  not  treat  them  with  kindness,  and  you  will 

equally  free  from  autumnal  cholera  or  lessen    the  disposition ;    watch    them 

diarrhcsa.    Cases   of  these  affections  with  diligence,  and  you  will  render  ite 

were  numerous  last  summer  and  au-  accomplishment  almost  impossible, 

tumn  in  the  Asylum  t  but  they  carried  Nine  patients  made  attempts,  several 

oflTonly  one  patient,  a  woman  of  sixty,  of  them  repeated  ones,  at  self-destruc- 

Among  the  fifty  cases  of  recovery  men-  tion  $  but  not  one  was  successful.  And 

tioned,    sixteen  were  patients  whose  since  the   severest  restraints   of  the 

insanity    had     been    occasioned    by  olden  time  have  often  proved  ineffectual, 

intemperance.    "  Patients  of  this  de-  the  new  system  may  challenge  scrutiny 

•eription,"  says  Dr.  Conolly,   *'  begin  on  this  score. 
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Nay,  we  would  go  farther,  and  would  The  effects  of  such  festivals,  says 
affirm  that  if  the  life  of  a  single  maniac  Dr.  Conoily,  hx  from  being  transient, 
is  to  be  purchased  by  the  misery  of  a  blend  themselves  with  the  best  parts  of 
hundred—if  the  enjoyment  of  eziBtence  moral  management,  and  contribute  to 
and  the  hopes  of  recovery  are  to  be  di-  secure  the  confidence  of  the  insane, 
minished  to  a  hundred  patients  with  The  instruction  of  the  patients,  a  re- 
suicidal  inclinations,  in  order  that  one  cent  improvement,  goes  on  with  vigour 
lunatic  the  more  may  be  coerced  into  and  success.  A  hundred  and  twenty 
existence,  and  be  kept  chained  on  the  patients  on  each  side  of  the  house  reap 
brink  of  destruction — the  advantage  is  the  benefit  of  this  benevolent  experi- 
obtained  at  too  high  a  price :  more  ment.  Some,  of  course,  were  of  very 
iurveillance^  if  you  please,  but  no  strait  feeble  understanding ;  yet,  even  of 
waistcoats.  these,  several  evinced  pleasure  when 

The  airing  grounds  and  courts  con-  an  attempt  was  made  to  teach  them, 

tinue  to  be  improved  i  and  every  court,  «  Que  poor  epileptic  boy  learned  aU 

except  those  attached  to  the  refractory  the  letters  in  about  ten  lessons.  Others, 

wards,  has  been  turned  into  a  garden,  of  very  unpromising  appearance,  were 

,,  _,          ,     ,        ,    ,  ,              ^  found  able  to  repeat  the  Lord's  prayer : 

"  Those  who  have  had  the  most  fre-  and  they  did  this  with  folded  hands, 
guent  opportunities  of  seeing  the  insane  and  in  a  manner  showing  that  the  re- 
in the  barren  and  dismal  courts  and  collection  of  some  early  lessons  was  not 
yards  usually  allotted  to  them  for  exer-  wholly  effaced." 
cise  in  asylums  a  few  years  ago,  can  _,,       .  ,  ,  . ,     „     ,   -        «,   ^. 
best  appreciate  the  advantage  of  the  f "®   Adelaide    Fund  for   affording 
present  arrangements.  The  inducement  relief  to  the  patients  who  are  discharged 
offered  by  them  to  the  listless  and  me-  cured,  has  proved  of  signal  benefit, 
lancholic,  to  walk  out  of  doors,  is  found  t>io  ct7fif«tn  ^?  «««  «.o#^o;««^  o«  v.-,. 
to  be  in  itself  a  valuable  effect  of  these  ./ ,   ^^^^^  f^  non-restraint  so  hap- 
changes.    To  some  of  them,  the  large  P"^  transplanted  from  Lincoln  to  Han- 
rocking-horses,  so  constructed  that  five  well  still  flourishes  and  bears  fruit.     If 
^rsons  can  ride  safely  on  each  at  one  it  is  a  subject  of  just  exultation  to  the 
time,  and  one  or  two  of  which  we  sup-  ppgnch,  that  Pinel  abolished  the  use  of 
phed  to  each  ainng  court,  offer  the  *,  .      \  ^v.    »•  &. 
means  of  amusement,  exercise,  and,  it  ^?**°^  **  the  Bicfitre,  and  first  eman- 
may  almost  be  said,  of  an  alleviation  of  cipated  lunatics   from   the   reign    of 
their  malady ;    some  of  the  patients  terror,  we  may  boast  that  the  scholars 
evidently  forgetting  their  troubles  and  can  now  instruct  their  teachers,  and 

irritations  when  takmg  this  kind  of   «»f„^    ^i,^    i_ -      , .,     ^l' 

exercise,  and  some  being  rocked  thus  "^^T^  .  ^"^    ^^^°«  °^   philanthropy 

to  Bleep,"  "^^  r^ch  usury.     Dr.    Crommelinck 

has  lately  sent  in  a  report  to  the  Minis- 

Several  entertainments   have   been  ter  of  the  Interior,  m  Belgium,  on  the 

given  to  the  patients  during  the  year,  lunatic  asylums  of  England,  France, 

On  New  Year's  eve,  about  300  women  and  Belgium,  clearly  showing  the  su- 

had  their  annual  festival  in  one  of  the  periority  of  our  own*». 

wards ;  and  among  these  were  nineteen  The  appearance  and  general  state  of 

who  had  formerly  been  almost  always     . 

in  restraint.    This  year  the  men  also  ,.  *  i^J*,S!??'P^**'*  9™*  *«  doctair  Oromine. 

bad  an  entertainment.    Two  hundred  ^'"^  ^*^  tap^nont^  poor  lea  hospicet  d'aii^n^ 

of  them  were  «galed  with  coffee  a»d  ^^^^t&X  ^S^f^^^  ^^  b'riS 

cake,  ringing,  music,  dancing,  and  a  SiSf'dTrtK.'W.'SoSrr^g,'; 

hot  supper,  with  a  certain  portion  of  [^^n*  bi.diipouUoQ  int^neure  etlA  tenne  dm 

beer  and  tobacco.    All  MaZ  well.  fSS^  "'"^-^  -««""  "^'^'  V^  »• 
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the  patients  in  the  wards  of  Hanweil,  not  wholly  discontinued  they  are  rarely 

the  order,  actiYity,  and  cheerfulness^  resorted  to;  ihis  is  the  case  at  York, 

which  pervade  the  Asylum,  and  the  Ipswich,  Dumfries,  Belfiist,  Clonmel, 

rapid  subsidence  of  the  wildness  of  and  several  in  the  United  States.* 
new  patients,  are  all  alleged  by  Dr.        Last,  not  least,  we  must  mention  the 

Conolly  as  proofs  of  the  superiority  of  clinical  lectures  given  at  fianweU  last 

the  gentle  plan  of  treatment.    It  occa-  year  by  Dr.  Conolly.    In  these  prac- 

sionally   happens   that    patients   are  tical  discourses  he  showed  the  instru- 

brought  into  the  Asylum   in    severe  ments  of  restraint  formerly  employed, 

restraints.    They  are  immediately  set  andtaught  the  mode  of  treatment  with* 

free ;  nor  is  the  restraint  ever  put  on  out  them  in  every  variety  of  mental 

again ;  yet  the  patients  remain  quiet.  disorder.    Let  us  hope  that  next  year 

In  one  of  the  remarkable  cases  nar-  the  Committee  will  allow  the  class  to 

rated  by  Dr.  Conolly,  "  a  delicate  girl,  be  larger ;  the  distance  from  London 

of  small  stature,  and  epileptic,  was  is   not   great;   if  .permission  is  but 

brought  to  the  Asylum  in  close  re-  granted,  the  seal  of  students,  and  the 

straint,  her  wrists  and  ankles  marked  Great  Western  Railway,  will  do  the 

with  iron  hand-«uffi  and  leg-locks.''  rest. 

The  warm  bath  and  the  removal  of       The  account  of  the  Chaplain  is  also 

restraints  restored  her  to  ease  and  con-  satisfactpry ;  but  the  engrossing  interest 

tent.    In  her  tranquil  state,  her  expres-  of  the  Report  is  to  be  found  in  the 

sions  were  those  of  gratitude  and  afiec-  communications  of  the  Resident  Phy- 

tion  5  but  during  the  maniacal  excite-  sician.     Uitat  e^eti  moi,  said  Louis 

ment  which  accompanied  her  epileptic  XIV :  Dr.  Conolly  is  Hanwell. 

fits,  her  past  impressions  predominated,  

and  she  often  fell  on  her  knees  and  MEDICAL   LIBEL 

entreated  that  no  one  might  be  allowed 

to  come  and  tie  her  down.    She  has 

now  been  managed  for   five   months  ^hb  plaintiff  and  defendant  in  this 

..    ,       .,,      .      ^    .  ^  cause,  which  was  tned  m  the  Court  of 

entirely  without  restrainte.  Common    Pleas  last  week,  are  both 

What  was  once  an  experiment  is  now  practitioners  residinar  in  Stepnev. 
a  successful  system,  and  the  wards  of  a        The  defendant  had  asserted  tnat  the 

lunatic  asylum  need  no  longer  be  a  Pjaintiff  had  improperly  treated  one 

•%ioAA  ^r  4a..»>.  ♦<»  ♦!%«  »«^c.4-  »».,<,:»:..«  Mrs.  Neck,  and  also  that  he  was  a 

place  of  terror  to  the  most  sensitive  dissecting-i^m  beadle. 

visitor.      Kindness,   which    performs        And  first,  of  the  first, 
miracles  everywhere,  which,  like  the        Mr.  Beale  attended  Mrs.  Neek,  the 

sun  in  the  fable,  penetrates  those  rug-  wife  of  a  pchoolmaster,  and  she  died 

gcd  coverings  that  wind  and  storm  did  after  an  illness  of  nine  days,  during 

but  apply  more  closely— kindness  is       •  Apropw  of  non-reitiiaiit,  we  mav  ««ti<«  « 

the  "open  sesam^!"  to  the  heart  of  controveMyonthlirobiwt^whlchhMliyvi^^ 

,     .  ■!   •  1  *^  ^**e  TimeSy  betwfeii  Alpha  (ooniectiired  to  be  a 

tne  insane,  and  is  a  therapeutic  agent  certain  l«ani«dieriea&t)  and  Mr.  Hiiffb«Hi«h«ii 

of  ««#.«  frt  i^/^»  ««,i  ,^;^A  Alpha  anerts  the  Intolerable  condition  of  a  pau- 
at  once  to  body  and  mind.  *;  i^uuLtic  aiylam  at  Cbriabrooke,  In  the  Ida  of 

Among  the  asylums  where  the  new  TAS^%i^iiJI^ 

system  reigns,  Dr.  Conolly  mentions  appUeeoniytotheaijlumaaltwaainisiOptiace 

.V  #  T 1       1/1.        '^      •  •     .  ji^  which  mnch  haa  been  amended.    The  impartial 

those  Of  Lincoln  (wnere  it  originated),  bystander  might  probaUy  add  that  much  re- 

Northamntnn    .Stnffnrd  fJlniicpRtpr  and  ^*^^  *»  «mend,  as  the  Byvtem  of  non>rettraint 

x^onnampion,  oianora,  uioucesier,  ana  ^j^^  ^^^  appear  to  be  carried  oat  there.    »or- 

the  Royal  Naval  Hospital  at  Hashir.  tQnatclythlBMylomdoeinotconUUn,atpreaent, 

.        ^,  '  -  ,    '^  mnch  more  than  halfthenwnber  of  paaentf  whom 

In  other  asylums  where  restramts  are  it  ta  licensed  to  receive. 
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which  the  symptoms-  were  somewhat  brought  by  the  same  plaintiflT  against 

obscure.    On  a  post-mortem  examina-  a  dimrent  defendant,  was  compromised 

tion,  it  was  founa  that ''  a  portion  of  the  by  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  40s. 

smaller    intestines    were   twisted   or  damages. 

strangulated  to  the  extent  of  about  six  

inches,  and  this  part  was  approaching  CLINICAL  LECTURES, 

'"^radf' on  the  termination  of  the         ^'^^-^^  «'  ^''  "^^'^  ^^^•'-'' 
case,  asked  the  husband  if  leeches  had  By  Samubi.  Soixt,  Eiq.,  P.R.S. 

been  used;  and  on  hearing  that  six  A»l«Unt-Borg«)n,  aiid  Lectorer  on   CUuical 
had  been  apphed,  answered  that  there  Surgery,  at  St.  Thomaa*i  School. 

ought  to  have  been  at  least  forty  or  

fifty.  Lbctubb  III. 

This  is  the  chief  part  of  the  evi-      On  anyntiaiion  jn  coMt  of  tevert  i^fufy, 

denoe  regarding  Mr.  Self  s  opinion  of  Gbntlbmbn,-.T1ic  number  of  seyere  in- 

the  treatment  of  Mrs.  Neck ;  but  his  „^  ^  ^^  extremities  lequiring  amputa. 

belief  that  Mr.  Beale  was  not  a  surgeon  ^^^^  ^^^  ^a^e  been  admitted  under  my 

was  repeated  more  than  once.    Thus  care  since  the  commencement  of  this  medical 

it  appeared,  from  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  searion,  induces  me  to  bring  the  subject 

Burt,  that  she  had  formerly  employed  before  yon. 

Mr.  Self,  but,  in  compliance  with  the  ,  I  know   no  more  responsible  position  in 

wish  of  her  father  and  friends,  had  en-  which  a  surgeon  is  placed  than  when  he  is 

gaged  Mr.  Beale  to  attend  her  in  her  called  upon  to  decide  the  question  whether 

approaching  accouchement.     Mr.  Self  amputation  is  necessary  to  save   the  life 

called  on  her,   and  persuaded  her  to  o(  his  patient  ?     He  has  to  balance  calmly 

change  her  mind,  telling  her  that  there  '^^  deliberately,  always  remembering  that, 

was  no  such  person  as  Mr.  Thomas  even  in  a  sui^gical  point  of  view,  it   is 

Beale,  a  surgeon;  that  Mr.  Beale  had  °>0'«  honourable  to  save  a  Umb  than  to 

been  beadle  to  a  hospital,  and  that  the  ""^'^  **'  however  dexterously  the  operation 

office  of  such  a  man  was  to  clean  away  "^""l  ^  perform^.    That  master  m  our 

*u        *        J        1^  ww»  w  w*^»    »»,«j  profession,  John  Hunter,  says,  "  This  part 

the  «its  and  garbage.  ^  surger^,"  speaking  of  op^raUons,  "  is  a 

Other  witnesses  deposed  to  the  ana-  reflection  on  tlS^hcSing  it,  it  is  a  tacit 
tomical,  surgic^,  and  obstetrical  studies  acknowledgment  of  the  insufficiency  of  sur- 
of  the  plwntiff,  and  to  the  opportuni-  gcry :  it  is  like  an  armed  savage  who  at- 
tics he  had  enjoyed  of  acquiring  ana-  tempts  to  get  that  by  force  which  a  dvtlized 
tomical  knowledc^e,  as  dissecting  beadle  man  would  get  by  stratagem.  No  sui^n 
to  the  London  Hospital.  should  approach  Uie  victim  of  his  operation 

His  diploma  frt>m  the  College  of  Snr-  without  a  sacred  dread  and  reluctance,  and 

geons  was  also  put  in.  should  be  superior  to  that  popular  eclat 

The  Jury  found   a  verdict  for  the  generally  attending  painful  operations  only 

plaintiff,  damages  £100.  because  they  are  so,  or  because  they  are 

In  any  fatal  case,  a  preferable,  or  at  expensive  to  the  patient.*'    Having  once,  on 

least  a  afferent  treatment,  may  after-  sufficient  grounds,  decided  to  operate,  your 

wards  be  suggested;   and  perhaps  it  ^i<»  l^^"^  ^,  ^.^^  ^  ^"^  ""^ 

would  haveUeen  better  to  prescribe  ™^  *^*  J"^  ^  «<>'  ^"""^  yourselva  to 

a  greater  number  of  leeches  (not  forty  '^^^f  «'  TT^J^J!^'  "^^^  ^^ 

or  fiftv  however^  in  Mrs  Neck's  case  "*^^'  ""^  ^     ^^  surgeon  will,  of  course, 

rSr^'  noweverj  m  Mrs.  jncck  s  case,  ^j^^  ^^  judgment  of  others  to  have  its  due 

TheotherMrtofthcbuBineMisloBS  forcein  airisti^himtohiscondurion.    But 

doubtM.    The  man  who  rwcs  from  the  j^^  ^f^,  j^jy  weighing  the  whole  subject,  he 

lowest  drudffery  of  the  profusion  to  be  gees  what  to  him  appears  sufficient  reason  to 

a  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  aiffer  from  them,  he  wiU  do  so  firmly,  not 

must  have  some  good  stuff  in  him,  and  aUowing  the  fear  of  giving  oflfenoe  to  weigh 

need  never  be  ashamed  of  his  elevation,  in  the  balance.    But  he  must  not  form  his 

Mr.  Self,  however,  does  not  appear  to  judgment  rashly ;  he  must  strengthen  his 

have  known,  till  too  late,  that  his  rival  own  experience  with  that  of  his  forefkthers ; 

really  waM  a  member  of  the  CoUege ;  so  and  the  mors  he  has  taken  psins  to  make 

that  this  law-suit,  like  so  many  others,  himieif  acquainted  with  ^nar/aeU  the  more 

originated  in  a  misunderstanding*.  likely  he  is  to  have  a  dear  riew  of  the  bear- 

Inother  action  for  the  same  Hbel,  Jugs  of  each  individual  esse  wUch  comes 
before  lum.    If,  gentlemen,  yon  have  only 
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thecvMS' Company,  as  he  has  not  their  license,      on  soigery,  yonwiU  be  siirpnsea  ana  ue« 
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lighted  with  the  terMneas  of  the  ityle,  and  27th. — SleptatintenraUdoniigtbenigiity 

the  immense  mass  of  experience  which  many  «nkle  rather  more  swollen ;  complains  of 

of  the  old  surgeons  exhibit  in  the  writings,  more  pain  in  the  foot,  and  the  wound  looka 

when  you  take  up  the  writings  of  those  who  healthy.     Ordered  to  take  the 

have  left  us  some  little  time.     You  cannot  Miit.  Effervescens,  withTinct.  Aurant.5ij. ; 

learn  how  to  practise  your  profession  by  ct  Ammon.  Carb.  gr.  iv.  ter  die.     A 

reading,  but  reading  will  make  you  think  warm  bread  and  water  poultice  to  be 

mora  of  that  which  you  see  at  the  bed-side,  applied  over  the  foot. 

and    remember    better  the  facts  of  your  g^  ^                      ^^^    ^^  ^^ 

surgery  which  are  brought  before  your  notice  ,i«o  fi«i   «m.ii 

in  the  wards  of  the  hospital.     There  are  V^^^^^f  "»»"• 

many  accidents  of  so  serioas  a  character  that  .    28th.— Feels  not  m  quite  §o  much  paia 

it  requires  but  little  deliberation  to  decide  as  m  tha  leg  and  foot  5   had  a  restless  nigbt ; 

to  the  course  which  it  is  necessary  to  pursue,  appetite  very  bad.     Uas  had  a  httle  broth 

and  under  this  class  may  certainly  be  in-  *^"'  diM»er. 

eluded  the  two  cases  of  compound  fracture  Tq  continue  the  same  medicine*  and  povltioe:. 

of  the  ankle-ioint,  in  whicy  was  obliged  to  29th.-Poot  in   more  p«n  to-day,  and 

remove  the  legs  below  he  knee.     But  there  ^^j^  ^^  ,      ^^  ^^        bowei  open 

are  many  practical  points  of  interest  involved    .^^^      . .    r°.      ,  . *^ 

»_  4,.      '  "^         A       V  L  »     •!»  J*      A     -  once ;  skm  hot  and  dry. 

in  th«,e  cases,  to  which  I  will  direct  your  3oih._Had  a  better  night ;    much   the 

attention  in  my  next  lecture.  same  as  yesterday. 

The  two  following  cases  bear  more  imme-  ^               <^  • 

diatcly  upon  the  question  of  amputation  or  *'»"^-  *^*»«-  c.  Cal.  gr.  x.  hie  nocte,  a» 

non-amputation  in  cases  which  will  admit  of  •»»  howela  are  rather  costive, 

doubt  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  operation.  M^y  2d. — Meat  and  a  pint  of  porter  for 

As  regards  the  propriety  of  operation  in  the  {{inner ;  wound  looks  healthy  and  discharges 

first  case,  there  was  very  considerable  dif-  matter ;  bowels  open  twice  from  powder, 

ferenoe  of  opinion ;   and  some  augured  that  3d.— Had  rather  a  better  night ;    says  hfs 

tile    result    would   be   unfavourable.     The  foot  is  m  rather Jnore  pain ;  suppuration  &«ely 

reasons  which  determined  me  not  to  ampu-  commenced ;  pulse  84  j   tongue  moist,  and 

tate  I  shall  give  you  after  you  have  heard  yery  much  furred. 

the  two  cases*.    The  second  case  was  lately  4th.— Wound  to-day   looks   much    the 

before  your  notice,  as  I  believe  that  most  of  aame ;   granulations  healthy,   covering  the 

you  were  present  at  the  operation.  surfoce  of  the  wound. 

John  Cochlin,  set.  14,  admitted  on  Mon-  6th.— Very  considerable  change;  tongue 

day  night,  AprU  25th,  at  half-past  10  o'clock,  yery  much  fturred ;  pulae  quick  and  irritidile ; 

vnth  a  lacerated  wound  on  the  inner  side  of  erysipelatous    inflammation    of    a   dullish 

the  foot,  extending  nearly  from  the  malleolus  colour  extending  up  the  leg,  with  a  decided 

to  the  extremity  of  the  great  toe,  and  trans-  Une  of  demarcation  between  the  wound  and 

versely  on  the  side  of  the  foot,  and  slightly  healthy  skin ;  leg  swollen  and  oedematous :  a 

on  the  doraum,  in  which  direction  the  skin  free  incision  was  made  over  the  tendons  of 

was  extensively  separated,  so  that  the  little  the  gastrocnemius. 

finger  could  be  passed  in  for  some  distance ;  7th.— Complains  of  great  pain  in  the  foot ; 
there  was  also  fracture  of  the  metatarsal  countenance  bad,  and  general  appearance  un- 
bone of  the  second  toe.  The  lacerated  favourable  5  very  restless ;  pulse  76,  without 
wound  on  the  inner  side  opened  the  joint  of  power  ;  no  appetite,  tongue  more  fiirred  and 
the  metatarsal  bone  of  the  great  toe  and  the  dryer ;  inflammation  extending  up  the  leg ; 
cuneiforme  internum,  but  very  little  separa-  wound  looking  unhealthy ;  discharge  very  free 
tion  of  the  articulir  surfaces ;  and  the  tibia  .nd  acrid :  an  incision  was  made,  about  two 
was  fractured  just  above  the  internal  mal-  inches  in  length,  about  three  inches  above 
leolus.  It  was  caused  by  the  wheel  of  a  the  original  wound ;  this  did  not  bleed  very 
waggon  passing  over  his  foot,  having  sUpped  freely :  expressed  himself  much  relieved  : 
while  endeavouring  to  get  into  it.  Mr.  bowelahavc  been  open  twice;  motions  herithy. 
SoUy  ordered—  8tb.— Has  had  a  restless  night,  but  says  he 

Tinct.    Opii.   n^xx.,  statim  mmend.  et  feela  rather  better;  pulse  small,  and  lOO; 

01.  Ricini.  eras  mane.     Cold  water  and  bowels  open  once ;  inflammation  on  the  1^ 

lint  to  be  applied  over  the  foot.  rather  decreased ;  ankle  rather  more  puffy, 

26th. — Has  had  a  restless  night ;   bowela  ^^  swollen.      From  his  appearance  this 

open  well  after  taking  castor-oil ;  pulse  40,  morning  I  began  to  fear  that  he  would  sink 

weak ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  very  little  hsmor-  ^  ampuUtion  were  not  performed,     I  there- 

rhage  from  the  wound,  which  ia  commencing  '^^  ^^  <^  consultation  with  Mr.  Tyrrell  on 

to  swell  round  tiie  anUe.  ^^  subject,  and  he  decided  that  we  might  go 

To  continue  the  water-dressmg.  ^°'  '^  <^y  ^^  ^  '  ^T  ^^  ^o>  without  dan- 
. , ger  to  life :  he  reoommended  a  free  indskm 

*  Reported  by  Mr.  Walker-  ^  ^  niade  above  the  internal  malleolus. 
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This  was  done  to  the  atent  of  threo  inohes.  onoe,  bat  motions  nbt  healtliy ;  skin  hot ) 

From  the  opening  there  wss  a  consideraUe  pnlse  quiok,  110,  weak ;  wonnd  looks  rather 

discharge  of  matter.     He  expressed  himself  better ;  discharge  not  so  great, 

relieved.    Ordered  him  to  take.  Repeat  the  same  piU  to-night. 

Uq.  CinchoD.  m.  zx. ;  Acid  Snlph.  Dilut.  25th. — Rather  better    than    yesterday  ; 

m.  XX. ;  Syr.  5j ;  ter  die  in  aqaa,  and  pain    in    side    nearly    subsided ;     tongue 

to  hare  an  oatmeal  poaltioe,  to  be  ap-  furred,   and  moist ;  rather  more  discharge 

plied  over  the  foot,  and  to  extend  np  from  the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  and  from  a 

the  leg  nearly  to  the  knee ;  to  haTe  fish  small  opening  on  the  external  malleolus ; 

for  diet,  and  ^ij*  brandy  daily.  was  ordered  to  be  put  into  a  swing  box,  so 

9th.-Had  rather  a  better  night ;  leg  not  "  ^  f,*«'  ^  P°««^^  °'  t^«  ^l'  f"*^  ^ 

quite  so  much  swoUen,  and  ^flaLii^tion  '^^^  ^^  "^"^^  °^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^'^' 

rather  diminished ;  pulse  96,  small  i  bowels  The  strapping  to  be  appUed  as  before. 

open  onoe ;  skin  hot.  26th.— Pain  in  the  side  quite  subsided  to- 

10th.— Had  a  miu:h  better  mght ;  piUse  day ;  had  a  good  night ;  pulse  not  so  quick. 

93,  smaU ;  says  his  foot  is  in  less  pam ;  m-  ^ut  stUl  wanting  power ;  Umb  looks  improT- 

flammation  much  has,    and  swelUng  de-  ing,  and  feds,  he  says,  more  comfortable  from 

creased  ;  wound  on  the  foot  looks  much  the  ch^QM  of  poaition. 

same  as  yesterday ;  discharge  healthy ;  appe-  30th.— Going  on  very  comfortably, 

tite  better ;  tongue  not  so  much  furred.  j^j^    10th.— Improving     graduaUy    in 

12th.— Considerable  discharge  from  the  health ;    appetite  very  good,   and  gatnmg 

wound  i  granulations  healthy.  strength ;  granaUting  surface  on  the  woand 

Continues  the  same  medicines,  and  hasmeat  looks  healthy,  and  less  discharge, 

^^y-  Continues  his  wine,  porter,  and  meat, 

13th. — Leg    rather    more    inflamed;    a  daily, 

small  incision  was  made  in  the  internal  mal-  2Ist. — Removed  out  of  the  swing-box,  as 

leolos  to  liberate  the  skin  which  was  con-  the  wound  on  the  inner  malleolus  was  nearly 

stricted  round  the  ankle,   from    the  foot  well,  and  the  dorsum  of  the  foot  a  great  deal 

being   more  swollen ;     tongue  furred  and  better,  which  is  dressed  daily  with  strapping. 

moist ;  pulse  100,  small,  and  wf«k.  to  be  left  off. 

16th. — Foot  m  less  pam;  swellmg  on  the  *"^  jiviuwtw  w  w  ».*  ««. 

doreum  of  it  rather  decreased ;  considerable  30th. — Has  improved  in  health  very  much 

healthy  discharge  ;  a  few  strips  of  plaster  to  lately ;  is  able  to  get  about  with  a  crutch ; 

be  appUed  from  the  heel  to  the  great  toe,  foot  dressed  daily. 

and  transversely  across  the  wound  with  a  July  14th. — ^The  wound  is  now  about  the 

piece  of  lint,  the  size  of  the  sore  beneath  :  size  of  half-a-crown  ;    granulations  rather 

inflammation  on  the  leg  rather  less.  high,  which  have  been  touched  with  sulphate 

Continues  vrine  and  meat  daily,  and  like-  of  copper, 

win  the  same  medicine.  Aug.  4th. — ^Wound  on  the  dorsum  of  the 

..,,..   ,^        -    ,  foot  quite  healed,  but  a  sore  about  the  size 

17th.— Says  he  feels  rather  better ;  foot  ^f  a  shilling  has  made  ifB  appearance  on  the 

and  leg  fai  less  pam ;  granulations  and  dis-  1^^^^  malleolus,  from  his  using  his  foot  too 

charges  healthy ;  tongue  moist,  and  not  so  m,icj,, 

much  furred ;  pulse  small,  but  rather  more  __'       .j^v         i*ij       j*i- 

power ;  strapping  applied  as  yesterday;  no  Was  ordered  to  be  poulticed,  and  to  keep 

irritation  produced  from  it ;  wound  on  the  ""  °^' 

whole  looks  better.  20th.^Woandqute healed,  anddischaiged 

19th. — ^Much  the  same ;  a  small  puncture  well. 

was  made  on  the  dorsum  of  the  fbot,  for  the  j^^  observations  I  have  to  make  regard- 

eacape  of  a  smsU  collection  of  matter,  the  j     ^j^^  propriety  of  amputation  in  such  cases 

foot  strapped  as  before,  and  poultice  over  it.  j  ^  n^poue  untU  I  have  detailed  to  you 

21st.— Rather  better;  ankle  and  fbot  less  ^^^  ^  exhibiting  a  similar  injury  in 

swollen;    considerable  discharge  ;     tongue  „  older  man.   But  with  ««ard  to  the  treat- 

moist ;  ypetite  rather  better ;  bowels  open  ^^^^^  ^j^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^o  medical  pointe  of 

^^^^'^'     .  i       #     .        *!.  -i-i^  -J  importance  iUustrated  by  it.   Firat,  the  local 
28f-Ck)mplains  of  pain  on  the  right  side,  .pjl^cation  of  cold  water.   I  have  always 
oceanoned  partly  by  his  Irng  on  that  nde  ;  ^^^^^  ^j^j^  .     f^  ^  ^^^  j^  ^  fi„t  j^. 
and  bowels  not  being  open  quite  so  fkeely  as  ,4^5^^^  espeoally  where  there  is  any  ten- 
necessary,  to  take  jjg^^  Jo  hemorrhage,  as  there  was  in  this 
Pil.  Hyd.  gr.  j  ;   Pil  Rhei.  co.  gr.  iv.  h.  s.  q^^^  .    the  use  of  purgatives  containing  a 
24th. — Complains  of  more  pain  in  his  small  quantity  of  mercury.    I  have  often 
light  side,  and  ia  ordered  to  Imve  a  mus*  found  that  a  purge  of  calomel  and  rhubarb 
taid  poultice  to  ii ;  bowels  have  been  open  will  act  much  more  decidedly  as  a  sedative. 
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allaying  pain  and  giving  deep,  than  a  ftiU  similar  incision  between  tbe  litde  toe,  and 
dose  of  opium  witb  confined  bowels.  I  object  that  next  to  it;  then  united  the  two  in- 
to salts  and  senna  in  these  cases,  as  liable  to  cisions  above,  by  a  circalar  incision  acnies 
prodnoe  diarrhoea.  The  advantage  of  making  the  dorsum  of  the  fbotabont  midway  between 
free  incisions,  where  there  is  much  sweUing,  the  superior  and  inferior  extremities  of  the 
was  also  shewn.  In  fact,  amputation  was  metatarsal  bones.  I  next  run  my  catUn 
averted  by  free  incisions  made  not  merely  to  horizontally  from  the  outside  of  the  foot 
allow  of  the  escape  of  pus,  but  to  relieve  to  the  inner,  through  the  interments  of 
tension.  You  will  also  see  the  value  of  the  sole,  dividing  downwards  to  the  toes, 
stimulants,  such  as  brandy,  ammonia,  and  By  this  incision  the  inferior  flap  was  com« 
bark,  though  given  to  a  lad  unaccustomed  to  pleted.  I  next  cleared  the  oones,  and 
them.  We  find  the  swing-box,  into  which  divided,  with  Hay's  metacarpal  saw,  the 
the  limb  was  placed  after  the  active  in-  second  metatarsal  bone,  and  then  f«noved 
flammation  and  suppuration  had  subsided,  the  third  and  fourth,  which  were  broken  off 
an  excellent  adjunct  where  rest  is  essential,  and  easily  separated.  Hie  fourth  was  fi^- 
and  much  confinement,  by  means  of  splints  tured  much  higher  up  than  the  net,  and  I 
or  bandanges,  impossible.  We  must  now  deemed  it  advisable  to  divide  the  thiid  and 
direct  our  attention  to  another  case,  which  second  on  a  level  with  it  Ligatues  were 
exhibits  not  the  power,  but  the  wealmess,  of  placed  on  the  anterior  tibial  and  plantar 
surgery.  arteries. 

William  Peters,  bdcklayer,  at.  50,  tolera-        As  Uiere  was  stiU  a  little  oodng,  thoi^ 
Uy  healthy-looking  man.  not  apparently  from  any  large  brandi,  I 

Decembier  7th« — ^Was  admitted  half-past  2     phiced  a  piece  of  lint,  with  cold  water,  over 

p.  M.  with  the  following  ii^ury,  which  was  the  wound,  and  a  roUer  round  the  footf  and 
occasioned  by  a  heavy  piece  of  timber  falling     sent  him  to  bed. 

edgways  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  about  About  two  hours  afterwards,  when  I  went 
two  hours  previous  to  admission.  Tlie  2d,  to  dress  the  wound,  I  found  there  had  been 
3d,  and  4th  metatarsal  bones,  with  the  a  good  deal  of  bleeding,  that  is,  about  a  pint, 
phalanxes  of  the  corresponding  toes.  Were  I  then  proceeded  to  search  for  other  veaads, 
smashed  so  entirely,  that  on  feeling  these  and  applied  four  ligatures,  though  with  con- 
toes,  there  was  nothing  but  the  integuments  siderable  difficulty,  as  they  were  muscular 
left,  like  the  fingers  of  an  empty  glove.  The  branches.  I  put  in  one  suture,  and  again 
bones  had  been,  as  it  were,  squeezed  out  of  dressed  it  with  Unt  and  cold  water,  by  which 
their  coverings.  The  skin  and  soft  parts  the  flap  were  approximated :  a  roller  round 
on  the  dorsum  were  much  bruised ;  the  first  the  foot  brought  the  two  sides  pretty  dose 
phalanx  of  the  great  toe  was  broken,  and  together.  The  inferior  flap  was  rather  short, 
there  was  an  extensive  laceration  on  the  sole  Ordered — 
of  the  foot,  extending  for  about  four  inches        rrs«^     o^:     *m.i        <<••<.      a 

^Te^SS.SSrr^lc.^raUy,  ,  felt  t^^  2  W.  tin«.  w.£a  «.  wJS 

convinced  that  if  the  injured  portion  were  ^ 

left,  such  extensive  sloughing,  and  its  conse-        Dec.  9th. — Says  he  is  pretty  comfortable, 

quent  constitutional    inflammation,   would  though  he  did  not  get  much  sleep  ;  feels  very 

ensue,  as  must  endanger  the  man's  life.    I  thirsty ;  pulse  good;  tongue  clean.    Ordered 

therefore  determined  to  remove  it,  and  the  to  take  a  little  red  wine  and  water  ooea- 

patient  readily  agreed  to  the  operation.  sionaUy,  and  repeat  the  draught  at  night. 

The  littie  toe,  and  the  meti^arssl  bone  of        Dec.  10th. — Going  on  well ;  pulse  good ; 

the  great  toe,  being  both  entirei^  I  determined  tongue  dean ;  did  not  disturb  the  atnmp. 

to  l^ve  them,  and  merely  remove  the  central  Ordered — 

portion  of  the  foot,  as  by  this  mode  of  pro-  p-w  -Rii^f  «  n.i  ^  .  v  _*  .. 
Seeding  I  should  stiU  have  the  most  im^r-  ^Mi.?^«^^'JT  '^^ 
tatpSints  of  support,  namdy,  tiie  balTof  ^' ^^^^'r^aZT^^ 
tiie  ^t  toe,  and  tibe  Uttie  tie,  and  tiie  at-  ^fS^nS^'/^^  ^  ^  "^P' 
tachment  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  tibial  ^  ^  a«wing. 
muades,  as  well  ss  the  peronel.  I  also  de-  Hth. — Haa  had  rather  a  restless  night; 
termined  not  to  remove  the  metatarsal  bones  bowels  open  twice  this  morning ;  healthy 
at  their  articulations,  as  I  consider  it  always  motions ;  tongue  dean ;  says  heu  comfort- 
desirable  to  avoid  opening  joints,  and  leaving  Able ;  countenance  good ;  rather  thinty.  I 
the  articulating  surfaces  to  granulate.  dressed  the  stump  in  the  following  way  :— 

First,  removed  the  old    roller,  and  then 

Qpera^foii.^1  first  pushed  a  small  catlin  applied  some  lint  dipped  in  the  Lotio  Sodc 

bto  the  metatarsal  space,  between  the  great  Chloratts  over  the  exposed  surfooes,  which 

toe  and  second  toe,  end  cut  my  way  out  were  just  beginning  to  suppurate.     I  then 

through  the  sole  of  the  foot       next  made  a  put  a  roller  round  the  toes,  1^  which  they 
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were  considerably  approziiiiated  i  thla  roller  ntther  ruddy  oomplexioii,  ami  Mngniiieoai 

I  continoed  up  the  foot  end  ronnd  the  ankle,  nerroiu  temperameiit.    Ib  a  widow,  and  haa 

To  continae  the  umt  nonriBhment,  and  to  ''"  **"^ '  ^^  "P"^'  •»!*  *»,  VP 

have  the  uiodyne  at  night  if  reatlea.  ^  '^^.^  y^^^^  ^  ,^  good.  „d  d>e 

13tfa.<^Going  on  well  in  every  respect.  haa  nerer  suffered  from  any  disease,  except- 
Hie  case  of  John  Cadilin  thews  how  ing  epileptic  fits,  which  she  has  been  subject 
moch  reprodnctiye  power  there  is  an  the  to  for  many  years,  but  less  lately, 
yonng ;  and  if  we  contrast  it  with  the  second,  Preaent  Itfneft.— She  states  that  at  eight 
that  of  WiUiam  Peters,  you  will  pcrcdve  o'clock  this  mondng  shes  wallowed  a  penny- 
that,  as  regsrda  the  aererity  of  the  injury,  it  worth  of  the  "  stuiF  that  boot-tops  are 
was  greater  in  the  one  in  which  I  saved  the  cleaned  with,"  dissolfed  m  a  quarter  of  a 
limb  than  in  that  in  which  I  performed  the  pint  of  water.  In  appearance,  she  says,  it  re- 
operation. What,  then,  o(mstituted  the  sembled  Epeom  salts,  and  was  equal  in  bulk 
^fferenoe  in  the  cases  which  led  to  tiie  to  about  two  ounces  of  that  substance.  As 
different  line  of  practice  ?  Simply  the  she  swallowed  it,  she  felt  it  bum  her  mouth 
dSiference  of  age  and  constitution.  The  one  and  throat  very  much,  and  it  had  a  very  sour 
was  a  healthy  boy  just  out  of  a  Union  work-  taste.  In  about  ten  minutes  afl»r  taking  the 
bouse,  where,  of  course,  his  habits  could  not  draught,  she  felt  pain,  heat,  and  soreness  at 
hare  been  intemperate,  and  only  14  yean  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  violent  vomiting 
old.  The  other  was  a  man  of  50,  and  a  came  on.  Sie  says  that  what  she  first  vo- 
labourer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  ratted  was  like  beer,  only  much  redder.  In 
I  say,  a  labourer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  about  an  hour  purging  oommenced ;  great 
London,  for  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  as  a  constridion  of  the  Uuoat ;  intense  thirst ; 

SQcral  rule,  the  habits  of  these  men  are  giddiness,  and  fhintneas,  and  her  hands  and 

d.    Iliey,  for  the  most  part,  spend  their  feet  felt  dead ;    her  senses  seemed  to  be 

money  more  in  drinking  than  in  wholesome  "going,"  and  she  so  fiu:  lost  her  consdons* 

fiDod ;  and  I  am,  i  priori^  afraid  of  them,  ness  as  not  to  have  any  clear  idea  of  what 

I  have  no  doubt  that  if  in  practice  in  the  occurred  subsequently ;  she  was  at  this  time 

country,  I  were  to  meet  with  such  an  acei*  quite  alone,  and  remained  so  for  seven  or 

dent  occurring  to  an  agrioultoral  Isbourer,  eight  hours,  when  her  neighbours  heard  her 

that  I  might  attempt  to  save  the  limb  with  r^ching  violently,  and  came  to  her  i  she  then 

perfect  safety :  of  course,  I  am  supposing  got  an  emetic,  whidi  Increased  the  vomiting : 

that  the  man  is  not  removed  into  a  London  it  had  conthiued  more  or  less  ever  sinoe  It 

atmosphere,  but  remains  In  the  country,  and  b^an. 

has  the  benefit  of  a  pure  air  during  the  The  symptoms  on  her  admission  at  five 

period  of  his  confinement.    Hie  diffeienoe  o'dodc,  p.  m.  ^nhie  hours  after  taking  the 

of  age  and  oonstitation  irere  the  grounds  for  poison)  were  asfoUows  :— 

the  difierent  phm  of  treatment.  The  lips  were  shrivdled  and  sore ;  the 

In  detailing  the  case  of  the  older  man,  I  mouth  was  sore  all  over ;  there  was  a  sense 

called  your  attention  to  the  question  of  the  of  uneaafaiess  end  constriction  in  the  throat ; 

situation  you  should  choose  fbr  the  removal  intense  thirst ;  nausea,  and  occasionslly  vo- 

of  the  injured  part,  and  my  reasons  for  miting  {  she  complamed  of  giddiness  in  the 

selecting  tiie  spot  which  I  did ;  for  in  all  iiead ;  a  burning  pain  in  the  epigastrium, 

injuries  of  tiie  hand  and  foot  it  is  astonishing  and  right  hypodiondrke  and  iUac  r^ions, 

how  much  is  gained  if  yon  can  preserve  and  tenderness  on  preesore  in  those  situa- 

even  only  a  sin^  finger  or  toe.  tions,  especially  over  tiie  oardiac  end  of  the 

■  stomach ;  Jhe  abdomen  generally  fWt  hot  to 
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REPORTS.  oeptible ;  the  heart's  action  exceedingly  feeble, 

and  the  sound  barely  audible ;  the  hands, 

Bt  Ax^uo  J.  Tafson.  arms,  legs,  and  foet,  were  of  a  Kvid  colour, 

Uahrsntty  CoDsge  Bespitai.   184S.  and  cold,  and  she  could  hardly  move  the  legs 

—  at  an. 

CAMmlh'^Pai90idHghy9»aUetteid,iimr1M  _,    .        ,       .  _    ^  ^  „       ,      . 

bw  exeariatum  qf  th€  Jkuee9,  eonHrie^  Colons  drau^ts  of  cfaslk  and  water  were 

iiom,moimiwmiHHf,pm^i»9,/kmimei9,  administered  to  her  immedutely,  and 

parHaihm  afemKlmuntu.ffrt^JMU'  ordered  to  be  continued,  and  bottlea  of 

Mssf  </AMrf't  oeAois,  IfeWiYy  qf  wirt^  hotwaterwere  apphed  to  the  extremis 

mdWiiier.ndtMbHqumilftkertmedim  Jujy  lat— She  has  had  a  Htde  sleep  during 

Jbr  Gaatriiiif  8fe.  the  n&fat ;  the  arms  and  legs  are  of  their 

Harriet  Stagles,  let.  50,  admitted  June  natursi  colour,  and  quite  vrarm ;  the  nausea 

30th,  1842,  under  Dr.  Williams.    A  woman  and  retching  continue,  also  the  pain,  heat, 

of  moderately  stout  confi)nnatiop,  a  natnraUy  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen;  the  thirst 
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is  still  great;  the  {ongue  covered  with  a  fortable,  and  better  altogether;  the  bead  still 

coarse  white  for  with  red  interspaces ;  the  feels  light,aiid  legs  weak ;  ytrj  little  pain  in 

pulse  lOOy  small.  the  left  side  now,  but  it  is  still  tender  when 

tonched,  and  she  has  the  burning  pain  in  the 

throat 
natural ; 

,^^,^„  ,  -^-.—  —— ^-  — — .  ;  breatli 

Old  Ricini,  3^.  ^^^  ^^  o^^l^  natural ;  no  pain  in  the 

3  o'clock,  p.  M. — ^Epigastrio  admoveantur  epigastrium ;  tongue  furred  as  before  ;  thirst 

Hirudines  x.  et  postea ;    Cataplasma  normal ;  appetite  improved ;  bowels  open. 
EmoUieM.--^.  Magnesiee  CalcinatK,        Omittantur  pUute.     Omni  mane  sumat. 
9ij.  Acidi  Hydrocywi.  M-  S**- ;  Mis-  q,^.  ^^j  ^^      ^^^^  ^^^ 

turae  Acaciife,  31. ;  Aqose,  Jnj. ;  M.  f. 

Mistura;     sumatur    cocbl.     amplum         9th. — Feelsbetter:  the  head  is  much  more 

tertii  quaque  hora.  Cras  mane  sums-  comfortable  and  clear  ;  sleeps  well,  but  says 

tur  Olei  Ricini,   Ji. ;    subindo    bibat  that  she  trembles  a  great  deal  in  her  sleep» 

Decocti  Hordei  ad  libitum.  and  wanders ;  complains  much  of  weakness 

2nd.-  She  was  somewhat  i^lieved  by  the  ^  ^.^"^  5  ^ngue  stiU  furred  and  brownish ; 

leeches ;  but  there  is  still  some  pain  in  the  appetite  good ;  bowels  regular ;  unne  abun- 

abdomen,  chiefly  in  the  right  iliac  region,  ^^^  ^^  naturul. 

and  about  themiddle  of  the  sternum ;  the  sick-        Omittantur  Medicamenta  et  Aqua  Hordei. 
ness  also  continues :  the  skin  is  warm,  pulse  j,,  ^^^  Sesquicarbonatis,  gr.  x. ;   In- 

96,  soft,  but  somewhat  bounding;  the  tongue  fQgi  Calumb«,  Ji.;  Acidi  Hydrocyani 

covered  with  a  coarse  white  fur,  and  red  at  D'Hxitit  niv. ;  Aquas  Mentha!  Pip.  Jss. ; 

tiie  apex ;  boweb  freely  oponed,  stools  green  ;  ft_  haustus,  ter  die  sumendus. 

she  was  very  sick  after  taking  the  castor  oil.  „,.,.. 

gastno.  ^^  11^^  tenderness  on  the  left  side,  and 
3rd. — ^The  blister  has  risen  well,  and  dis-  no  pain  anywhere ;  pulse  small  and  wrak. 
charged  freely,  and  since  then  she  has  had  15th. — Feels  tolerably  well ;  the  burning 
no  pain  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach ;  has  slept  in  the  right  side  is  quite  gone,  and  she  is  con- 
but  little ;  feels  a  slight  pain  across  the  fore-  siderably  stronger  both  in  the  legs  and  in 
head,  and  **  wandering  •"  the  skin  is  hot  and  the  body  generally, 
perspiring  freely ;  the  vomiting  has  not  re-  Discharged  cured, 
turned  since  yesterday ;  she  is  still  thirsty,  Remarks. — ^The  account  of  the  case  of 
and  has  a  little  appetite ;  no  soreness  of  the  Harriet  Stagles,  as  we  have  here  given  it, 
throat  now ;  bowels  opened  once  freely ;  the  proves  very  clearly  that  she  had  swallowed 
evacuation  very  dark,  watery,  andfoetid, ;  the  some  highly  acrid  irritant  poison,  and  pro- 
urine  free.  bably  one  which,  besides  its  local  action  on 

4th. — Has  been  restless  and  feverish  dur-  the  adimentary  canal  as  it  passed  along  it,  also 

ing  the  night ;  the  skin  is  hot  and  moist ;  exercised  a  secondary  influence  on  the  ner- 

has  had  no  headache,  but  feels  faint  and  giddy  vous  system,  and  through  this  on  the  heart 

on  the  least  movement ;  has  a  feeling  of  con-  espedally. 

striotion  across  the  chest,  and  the  breathing  1st.  The    symptoms  tiiat  were   present 

is  rather  short ;  has  a  little  cough,  and  ex-  abundantly  proved  its  local  action,  by  the 

pectorates  a  considerable  quantity  of  greenish  burning  sensation  in  the  mouth,  the  swelling 

mucus,  &c. ;  still  has  a  burning  at  intervals  and  probably  excoriation  of  the  lips  and 

down  the  right  side,  and  when  *she  moves  tongue ;  the  constriction  of  the  throat ;  the 

she  has  a  very  sharp  pain  in  the  left  hypo-  burning  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  the  vomit- 

chondriao  region,  which  is  very  tender  to  the  ing  and  subsequent  purging, 

touch,  and  the  whole  abdomen  is  more  or  less  2od.  Its  influence  on  the  nervous  system 

tender  on  pressure :  the  pain  in  the  left  side  was  sufficiently  manifested  by  the  giddiness, 

seems  to  be  superficial ;  it  was  not  increased  faintness,  numbness,  and  diminished  volun- 

by  drinking.     Pulse  67,  firm,  and  rather  re-  tary  power  of  the  extremities,  and  the  partial 

sisting;  she  can  now  move  the  legs  readily  loss  of  consciousness,  &c. ;  and 

in  any  direction,  but  they  are  wesSc  in  com-  3rd.  Its  especial  action  on  the  heart  wss 

mon  with  the  rest  of  the  body.  shewn  by  the  extreme  weakness  of  the  qr- 

5th. — ^The  tongue  is  less  furred;  thirst  less,  culation  ;  the  almost  imperceptible  pulse; 

bowels  not  opened  yesterday  or  to  day.  the  coldness  and  livid  appearance  of  the  ez- 

R.  PUul.  Hydrarg.  gr.  iij. ;  Extract.  Conii,  t«nu*i«»  i  »nd  indeed,  some  of  the  symptoms 

gr.   iij, ;    PUul.   Rhtti   Comp.  gr.  vi.  ^^^*^  ^^  second  head  may  have  been  due  to 

flant  piluhe  du«,  bora  somni  sumendse.  ***"  cause,  for  the  circulation  when  weak  is 

almost  always  partial  and  irregular,  so  that 

7th.--Sleeps  pretty  well ;  is  more  com-  whilst  some  parte  receive  an  insufficient  sup- 
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ply  of  blood,  others  are  supplied  with  a  super-  in  which  it  has  been  taken  for  it  by  mistake, 
abundant  quantity,   especially  the  cerebro-  with  fatal  results  :  it  hid  a  very  sour  ta8te« 
spinal  ax  is,  from  the  peculiarity  of  its  circu-  whidi  would  at  once  distinguish  it  from 
lation.  Epsom-salts  :   at  the  same  time,  this  pro- 
We  have  next  to  inquire  what  substances  perty  would  perhaps  leave  a  doubt  as  to 
will  produce  these  effects,   and  to  decide  whether  it  were  not  some  other  acid,  aa 
which  of  these  was  the  one  taken  in  the  pre-  citric  or  tartaric.     But  independently  of  the 
sent  case  :  we  shall  at  once  fix  upon  oxalic  difference  of  appearance,  these  have  been 
acid,  from  the  strong  circumstantial  evidence  proved  not  to  be  poisonous  in  considerable 
ofthis  being  the  substance  that  was  swallowed,  doses.    The  only  other  evidence  that  could 
and  see  how  far  this  is  borne  out  by  a  com-  have  been  desired  was  the  chemioal  analysis 
parison  of  the  symptoms  usually  produced  of  thevomited  matters ;  and  thia  we  had  not 
by  this  with  the  symptoms  existing  here,  had  an  opportunity  of  making.     But  com- 
Referring    to    cases  where  this  has    been  bining  all  the  preceding  facts,  we  cannot 
swallow^  (generally  by  mistake)  we  find  possibly  doubt  the  foot  of  its  being  oxalic 
that  one  of  the  earliest  symptoms  is  burning  acid  that  was  taken.     Such  being  the  case, 
pain  in  the  stomach  and  vomiting.     Vomit-  and  such  the  symptoms  produced  by  it,  what 
ing  does  not  always  occur,  however  :  thus,  it  were  the  indications  for  treatment  ? 
did  not  occur  in  three  out  of  the  eleven  cases  In  this,  as  in  all  cases  of  poisoning,  the 
quoted  by   Christison    in    the    Edinburgh  first  thing  to  be  done,  after  ascertaining  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal :  but  we  may  nature  of  the  poisonous  agent,  ia  to  use 
mention,  thac  in  all  these  the  poison  was  means  for  removing,  or  rendering  innocuous^ 
much  diluted,  and  they  all  terminated  fatally  any  of  the  poison  that  may  at  the  time 
in  half  an  hoar.     The  matter  vomited  is  remain  in  the  stomach.     The  means  for 
commonly  dark,  and  sometimes  sanguino-  removing  the  poison  are  either  emetics  or 
lent,  as  it  would  appear  to  have  been  in  this  the  stomach-pump.    The  patient  had  already 
instance,  from  her  description  of  it,  vix.  been    vomiting    spontaneously  for   seversl 
that  it  was  like  beer,  only  much  redder,  hours,  and  had,  in  addition,  taken  an  emetic ; 
Purging  is  a  much  less  frequent  symptom ;  therefore,  in  all  probability,  any  thing  that 
it  only  occurred  in  two  out  of  the  eleven  could  be  removed  from  the  sfeomach  by  such 
cases  above  referred  to  ;   in  this  patient  it  means  had  been,  already.    In  many  kinds  of 
came  on  earlier   than  usual.     The  other  poisoning,  copious  draughts  of  any  bland 
symptoms  usually  observed  are,  constriction  fluid  are  serviceable,  by  diluting  the  poison  ; 
of  the  throat,  great  thirst,  more  or  less  severe  but  it  has  already  been  stated,  that  in  cases 
nervous  symptoms,  and  in  all  the  cases  an  where   oxalic  acid  had    been  taken  much 
almost  imperceptible  pulse ;   and  we  have  diluted,  it  had  always  proved  fatal,  because, 
seen  that  all  these  were  present  in  this  case,  says  Christison,  the  absorption  is  facilitated  : 
The   post-mortem   examinations  of   the  this  should,  therefore,  be  avoided  rather  than 
fatal  cases  prove  the  violence  of  the  local  practised.    We  may  notice  here,  too,  that 
action  of  the  poison,  the  mucous  membrane  she  had  been  drinking  large  quantities  of 
of  the  stomach  being  separated  and  much  cold  water  to  quench  her  thirst, 
softened  (Christison  says  it  acts  by  dissolv-  The  only  thmg,  therefore,  remaining  to  be 
ing  the  gelatin  contained  in  the  coats  of  the  done,  as  far  as  the  first  indication  was  eon- 
stomach)  ;    blood  eflfiised,   and    sometimes  cemed,  was  to  give  something  that  should 
marks  of  violent  inflammation  found :   it  is  neatralixe  the  oxdic  acid,  and  render  it  inert : 
remarkable  that  this  was  not  oftener  the  it  is  necessary  that  both  these  points  should 
case.     If  we  refer  to  the  experiments  made  be  accomplished,  as  otherwise  little  benefit 
on  animals,  we  find  that  the  above-men-  will  accrue ;   for  the  alkalies,  as  potash  <Mr 
tioned  action  is  still  ftirther  confirmed  :  in  ammonia,  wUl  neutralize  the  acid ;  but  then 
these  the  nervous  symptoms  were  often  very  the  oxalates  of  the  alkalies  are  equally  as 
marked,  death  being  produced  by  asphyxia  active  as  the  free  acid :  nothing,  therefore, 
— violent  tetanic  spasms  being  caused,  and  will  be  gained  by  giving  these.    Dr.  A.  T. 
the  heart's  action  suddenly  ceasing,  and  the  Thomson  first  pointed  out  that  lime,  by 
animals  fidling  down  dead :   this  was  when  forming  an  insoluble  compound  with  oxalic 
the  poison  was  introduced  into  the  stomach,  acid,  renders  it  inert.    This  was  the  remedy 
and  the  oesophagus  tied.    When  injected  pointed  out  as  the  best,  and  accordingly  she 
into  the  veins,  it  arrests  the  heart's  action  was  given  large  draughts  of  chalk  and  water, 
almoet  instantly,  very  probably  by  ooagu-  The  only  other  means  used  at  this  time  was 
lating  the  blood.  the  application  of  bottles  of  hot  water  to  the 
The  fbUowing  is  the  eircum^iantial  evi-  extremities,  to  restore  the  circulation   in 
denoe  of  its  being  oxalic  acid :  it  was  "the  them.     On  the  following  morning,  as  she 
stuff  used  for  cleaning  boot-tops,"  which  is  had  survived  the  primary  effects    of   the 
well  known  to  be  oxaHc  add  :   it  resembled  poison,  indnding  its  general  influence  on 
Epsom-salta  in  appearance :  the  best  proof  the  system,  and  indeed  had  partly  recovered 
of  which  resemblance  is  the  number  of  times  from  these,  as  indicated  by  the  restoration 
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of  the  drciilatkm  to  the  extremities,  &c,  it  as  to  be  able  to  be  diacbaiiged.    The  toiigne 

waa  neoeaiary,  aeoondly,  to  adopt  means  to  continiied  to  hare  a  oearse  white  ftir  cm  it 

remove  the  gastritis  which  might  naturally  to  the  time  of  her  departure :  mnch  of  this 

be  expected  to  follow  such  yiolent  local  irri-  appearance  was  due  probably  to  the  mecha- 

tatioo,  and  which,  firom  the  pain,  heat,  and  nical  retention  of  the  particles  of  the  dttlk 

tradeniess  of  the  abdomen,  continning,  with  and  magnesia  which  she  had  taken, 
great  thirst,  sickness,  and  patdies  on  the        With  the  eotise  we  have  nothing  to  do— it 

tongue,   fiic.,  probably  had  arisen.      Ac-  was  of  a  moral  nature— fear,  she  stated,  of 

coidini^y,  six  leeches  were  applied  to  the  being  (falsely)  accused  of  having  stolen  some 

epigastrium,  and  five  grains  of  calomel,  fol-  things  that  had  been  missed  in  tiie  house 

lowed  by  a  dose  of  castor*oil,  was  ordered  where  she  was  lodging, 
to  remove  any  noxious  matter  that  might  be        The  proynofu  was  at  first  extremdy  un- 

in  the  intestines ;  snd  as  the  pain  and  sick-  ikvourable,  firom  the  quantity  taken,  which 

ness  were  not  relieved  in  the  afteinoon.  Dr.  was  probably  an  ounce,  the  previously  weak 

Williams  ordered  ten  more  leeches  and  a  state  of  the  patient,  and  the  obviously  severe 

large  emollient  cataplasm  to  be  applied  after-  effects  it  had  produced  at  the  time  of  her 

wards ;  also  a  draught,  every  three  hours,  admission.    The  fact  of  her  having  vomited 

containing  hydrocyanic  acid  to  relieve  the  so  soon  as  she  did  was  certainly  in  her 

vomiting,  and  magnesia  to  neutralize   the  favour,  but  even   though  vomiting    occur 

oxalic  acid  (the  oxidate  of  magnesia  is  very  instantly  it  by  no  means  places  the  patknt 

little  soluble).    Barley-water  to  be  drank  out  of  danger.     In  one  case  a  woman  swal- 

freely  as  a  denralcent  to  sheathe  the  intes-  lowed  two  ounces  of  the  acid  in  about  three 

tines.    The  second  morning  the  castor-oil  parts  of  water,  and  vomited  instantly  aHer- 

was  repeated,  and  operated  on  the  bowels  wards,  notwithstanding  whidi  she  died  in 

freely ;   the  pain  was  less  severe,  and  the  about  twenty  minutes, 
tongue  not  so  generally  red  :  but  still  farther        Again,  although  she  survived  the  primary 

to  remove  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous  effect,  there  was  still  great  danger  to  be 

membrane,  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  epi-  apprehended  firom  the  secondary  effscta,  vis., 

gastrinm :   this  entirely  removed  the  pain  the  gastritis,  &c.  and  in  giving  a  prognosis 

frtna  this  region,  and  she  had  no  return  of  of   the  cases  it  is  necessary  to   be  very 

it ;   the  vomitii^;  also  ceased,  and  she  was  guarded,  as  even  after  an  apparently  almost 

evidently  better,  thouf^  in  a  low  and  highly  complete  recovery  persons  have  dieid :  thus 

precarious  state.  death  has  occurred  as  late  as  eight  or  ten 

Subsequently  to  this  there  were  various  days  after  taking  the  poison.     In  spite  of  all 

symptoms  complained  of  at  different  times —  the  unfavourable  circumstances,  the  patxeot 

as  giddiness  in  the  head,  pain  in  the  left  went  out  cured,  as  we  have  before  seen. 

hypochondrium,  want  of  sleep  (to  which,  no 

doubt,  the  state  of  her  mind  contributed  »,A,r^  ^xt  rnow  ot«t,  ^«  ««,« 

hirgely)  ;   but  the  chief  complaint  of  pain  MR.  MA\  O  ON  THE  SIZE  OF  THE 
was  in  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  as  low  IMAGES  ON  THE  RETINA. 

as  the  iliac  region,  seeming  to  indicate  that  

the  lower  portion  of  the  small  intestine  had 

suffered.     All    these  symptoms,   however,         To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.. 
gradually   diminished,    the    last- mentioned  g 

being  the  one  that  remained  longest:  the  ^  ' 

thirst  ceased*  the  appetite  returned,  and  she  Although  the  eye  is  an  organ  of  the  body 

gained  strength,  but  was  very  weak,  especially  not  much  attended  to  by  medical  students, 

in  the  legs ;  the  mouth  and  throat  soon  got  I  have  thought  it  right  to  bestow  some  little 

well.    We  noticed  that  there  was  a  con-  attention  on  it.     In  reading  Mr.  Mayo's 

siderable  quantity  of  greenish  mucous  matter  new  work,  entitled  '*  The  Nervous  System 

expectorated  for  a  day  or  two,  and  this  was  and  its  Functions,"  I  was  a  good  deal  struck 

very  likely  owing  to  the  injury  done  to  the  by  the  following  statement : — '*  The  eyd>aU 

mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces,  &c.,  by  the  is  an  optical  instrument  containing  refractive 

acid.  media,  through  which  the  rays  of  light  pro- 

From  the  3d  to  the  9th  of  July,  she  took  ceeding  from  an  object  are  arranged  on  the 

no  additional  medicine,  except  some  aperient  retina  as  in  a  camera  obsoura ;  that  is  to 

medicine,  and  at  this  time,  as  all  the  severe  say,  in  an  inverted  picture ;  the  angular 

symptoms  had  subsided,  and  but  Ititle  weak-  breadih  and  height  (^  which  mag  he  eaaUg 

ness  remained,  she  was  given  a  tonic.     Ca-  ehovm  to  be  one-halfof  thoee  qfihe  obfect 

lumba  was  selected,  on  account  of  its  mild-  so  repreeented  on  it,**    To  the  first  part  of 

ness,  and  because  it  contains  a  considerable  this  sentence  there  can  be  no  objection ;  but 

quantity  of  mucilage,  and  it  was  combined  the  latter  part,  which  I  have  taken  the 

with  soida,  which  is  slways  preferable  to  an  liberty  to  mark  in  italics,  is  so  oonttmry  to 

acid  in  or  after  gastritic  affections ;  and  by  what  is  commonly  taught,  that  I  should  feel 

the  15th  she  had  so  for  regained  her  strength  exceedingly  obliged  to   Mr.   Mayo,   if  he 
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would  have  tbe  goodneia  to  explain  the 
method,  by  which  he  shews  the  angle,  aub- 
tended  at  the  focal  centre  of  the  eye  by 
the  image  on  the  retina,  to  be  one-half  of 
tbe  angle  subtended  by  the  object. 
I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A  Medical  Studskt. 
Dec.  91,  LMa. 

CASE  OF  SUPPOSED  SUICIDE 

BY 

THE  DEUTO-SUBCARBONATE  OP 

COPPER, 

OR  NATIVE  VERDIGRIS. 

By  M.  D^OBANOB. 


M.,  A  WORKMAN,  who  was  not  known  to 
have  any  reason  for  deep  distress,  com- 
plained, on  the  6th  of  August,  that  he  was 
suffering  much,  but  without  referring  his 
uneasiness  to  any  cause,  or  showing  any 
symptoms  of  serious  illness  either  in  his 
features  or  gait;  his  wife,  however,  men- 
tioned, that  on  the  previous  day  he  had 
Tomitod  several  times,  and  been  unwilling  to 
cat.  The  same  day,  having  drunk  out  of  a 
glass,  which  was  found  empty,  and  which 
had  a  circular  and  bluish  mark  in  the  middle 
of  its  cavity,  he  was  found,  about  11  o'clock, 
stretched,  almost  without  consciousness,  in 
the  yard  of  his  house.  There  were  several 
contusions  on  his  head,  which  made  it  sup- 
posed that  he  had  fallen  from  the  window  of 
his  room,  on  the  second  floor;  and  he  was 
therefore  placed  in  an  accident  ward  of  the 
hospital  (St.  Andr^)  to  which  he  was  carried. 
He  died  at  4,  having  passed  the  intervening 
time  in  a  comatose  state,  neither  answering 
questions,  nor  giving  any  sign  of  intelligence. 
The  face  was  pale,  the  eye  turned  upwards, 
the  respiration  free,  but  hurried ;  both  the 
upper  and  lower  extremities  were  of  icy 
coldness,  and  covered  with  a  cold  sweat; 
swallowing  was  painfiil ;  and  there  were 
neither  alvine  dejec.tions  nor  vomiting.  The 
abdomen  was  not  sensible  to  any  kind  of 
pressure. 

PoMt'Wtoriem  exammation. — There  was 
nothing  remarkable  externally,  except  the 
eoehymoses  which  we  mentioned  above. 
There  was  very  decided  sanguine  congestion 
over  the  whole  surfitoe  of  the  brain*  The 
mnoons  lining  of  the  cheeks  was  discoloured. 
In  the  oesophagus  there  were  several  collec- 
tions of  a  greenish  gravelly  substance,  bearing 
the  physKsd  characters  of  verdigris.  The 
mucous  membrane  qf  the  oesophagus  offered 
several  marked  arborisations.  The  stomach 
also  contained  several  collections  of  the 
greenidi  substanoe,  with  a  diihised  green 
colour,  a  decided  vascularity  towards  the 
greater  curvature,  and  seven  or  eight  points 
of  ulceration  in  the  great  curvature,  which 
had  eaten  trough  tiM  whole  thickness  of 


the  mucous  membrane.  The  entire  mass  of 
intestines  had  a  greenish  tint — not  the  pro- 
duce of  putrid  decomposition.  In  several 
parts  of  them,  ecchymoses  were  to  be  seen 
with  blackish  spots  and  vascular  ramifica- 
tions, with  softening  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, which  were  more  ^>parent  in  the 
first  half  of  the  duodenum ;  there  were  none 
in  the  ileum,  which  contained  some  greenish 
mucus.  The  large  intestines  and  the  rectum 
were  filled  with  ash-coloured  faeces. 

The  heart  was  filled  with  black  dotted 
blood,  and  Its  lining  membrane  was  of  a 
bright  red. 

An  analysis  of  these  different  parts,  made 
by  skilful  chemists,  showed — 

1 .  That  the  substance  found  in  die  stomach 
and  intestines  of  M.  was  carbonate  of  copper. 

2.  That  a  cupreous  salt  was  contained  in 
the  faeces  and  the  whole  of  the  alimentary 
canal. 

3.  That  the  urine  found  in  the  bladder 
contained  a  small  quantity  of  a  salt  of  copper. 

4.  That  the  poisonous  salt  was  not  to  be 
found  either  in  the  blood  or  the  heart. 

Among  the  questions  raised  by  M. 
D^grange  on  occasion  of  this  remarkable 
case,  one  of  the  most  important  is  this  t*— 
«  Was  the  death  of  M.  caused  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  poison  into  the  alimentary 
canal?"  The  absence  of  vomiting  and 
stools,  which  are  commonly  so  copious  in 
this  variety  of  poiaoniog,  may  occasion  some 
doubts ;  .but  if  we  take  into  account,  firstly, 
the  great  quantity  of  the  cupreous  salt  found 
in  the  intratinal  tube,  which  must  have  acted 
quite  differentiy  than  when  it  is  introduced 
in  smaller  doses ;  secondly,  the  nature  of  the 
lesions  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach  and  intestines;  thirdly,  the  apoplec- 
toid  symptoms  which  characterised  the  last 
hours  of  the  patient's  existence ;  and  lastiy, 
the  presence  of  the  poisonous  substance  in 
the  midst  of  the  contents  of  the  rectum ;  we 
shall  no  longer  doubt  either  the  reality  of 
poisoning  during  life,  or  that  it  was  a  case 
of  suicide ;  for  we  must  admit  that  doses  of 
the  poison  were  taken  several  days  succes- 
sively.— Journal  de  M4decine  pratique  de 
Bordeaux. 

■  »  ■ 

PHYSICIANS. 

Phtsioians  are  some  of  them  so  pleasing 
and  conformable  to  the  humours  of  the  pa- 
tient, as  they  press  not  the  true  cure  of  the 
disease ;  and  some  other  are  so  regular  in 
proceeding  according  to  art  for  the  disease, 
as  they  respect  not  sufficiently  the  condition 
of  the  patient.  Take  one  of  a  middle  tem- 
per ;  or,  if  it  may  not  be  found  in  one  man, 
combine  two  of  either  sort ;  and  forget  not 
to  call  as  well  the  best  acquainted  with  your 
body,  as  the  best  reputed  of  for  his  foeulty. 
— Bacon, 
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Tub  Senate,  at  its  sitting  on  the  21st  inst, 
conferred  the  fc  llowing  degrees  :— 

BAGHBLOR  OF  MBDICINB. 

Fir$i  Division, 

Dunn,  Jobn  Travis,  Gay's  Hospital. 

Ellison,  James,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

Oarrod,  Alfred  Barings,  University  Colleg:e. 

Hudson,  John,  Leeds,  and  Uoivertity  College. 

Inman,  Hiomas,  King's  C(dl^(e. 

Jenner,  William,  University  College, 

Johnson,  George,  Kind's  College. 

Langmore,  John  Charles,  Lonaon  HospitaL 

Letheby,  Uenns  Aldersgate. 

PennelL  John  Wilson  Croker,  Guy's  Hospital. 

Raper.  William  Augustus,  University  College. 

Russell,  James,  King's  College. 

Swayne^  Joseph  Griffiths,   Bristol,  and  Gay's 

HospitaL 
Williams,  William  Henry,  University  College. 

Second  IHvition, 

Cratch,  Georoe,  St  George's  Hospital 
Davis,  John  Hall,  University  College. 
Hadwen,  Arthur.  University  College. 
Randall.  John,  AMersgate,  snd  St  Bartholomew's 

Hospital. 
Spackman,  Frederick  Robert,  Middlesex  Hospital. 

BXAMIKATXON  FOB  HONOURS. 

(The  names  are  arranged  in  the  order  of  pro- 
ficiency.) 

Physiology  and  Comparative  Anatomy, 

Johnson,  George  (Scholarship  and  Gold  Medal), 

King's  College. 
Dnnn,  John  Travis  (Gold  Medsl),  Gay's  Hospital. 
Pennell,  John  Wilson  Croker,  Guy's  Hospital. 
Williams,  William  Henry,  University  College. 

Surgery. 

Fennell,  John  Wilson  Croker  (Gold  Medal),  Guy's 

Hospital. 
Russell,  James,  Kind's  College. 
Swa)'ne,  Joseph  Griffiths,  Guy's  Hospital. 
Dunn,  John  Travis,  Guy's  Hospital. 
Inmau,  Thomas,  King's  (College. 

Medicine. 

Garrod,  Allied  Baring  (Gold  Medal),  University 

College. 
Swaynes,  Joseph  Griffiths,  Guy's  Hospital. 
Johnson,  George,  King's  Coll^. 
Dunn,  John  Travis,  Guy's  HospitaL 
Inman,  Thomas,  King's  Collie. 
Pennell,  John  Wilson  Croker,  Gay's  HospitaL 

Midwifery. 

Swayne,  Joseph  Griffiths,  (Gold  Medal),  Guy*s 
HospitaL. 

DOCTOR  OF  MBDICINE. 

First  Division. 

MUler,  WiUiam  AUen«,  King's  OoUege. 
Psley,  William,  London  Hospital. 
Quain,  Richardt,  University  College. 
Unwin,  David,  University  College. 

Second  Division. 
Purvis,  Prior,  St  Thomas's  HospitaL 


IIBDICAL  DOCTOB — 
BXAMtNATION  FOR  HONOURdt 

Medicine. 
Quain,  Richard  (Gold  Medsl),  University  College; 

ROYAL   COLLEGE    OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLBM BM  ADMITTBD  MBMBBRS. 

Friday,  December  23,  1842. 

J.  Dmry.  —  F.  Morgan.  —  W.  Peskett.  —  H. 
Horsfall.  — D.  Sinclair.  — J.  PercivaL  — H.  W. 
King.         . 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  December  17,  1842. 

Small  POx 8 

Measles   96 

Scarhitina  40 

Hooping  Cough  S3 

Croup  8 

Thrush    J 

Diarrhoea    3 

Dysentery 0 

Cholera    s 

Influenza i 

Typhus    S8 

Erysipelas ,  3 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia ^ o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  164 
Diseases  of  the  Longs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    314 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 18 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    47 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c ,  )2 

Childbed 9 

Ovarian  Dropsy  o 

Disease  of  Uterus,  8ec s 

Rheumatism * 4 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 3 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula   I 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 110 

Old  Age  or  Xstural  Decay 83 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    33 

Causes  not  specified 3 

Deaths  fhim  all  Csnses 906 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kepi  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51<^  37'  32"Ar. 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 


December.  THKRMOMcreit. 

Wednesday  21  firom  44  to  65 

Thursday  .33  53      45 

Friday ...  33  48      39 

Saturday   .34  39      41 

Sunday   .  .  35  25      49 

Monday  .  .  36  48      51 

Tuesday    .27  45      94 


Baromictrb. 
to 


30*31 
30-09 
39*70 
29*59 
29*70 
29*55 
39-46 


30*16 
99-87 
99*58 
99-71 
99*62 
99*39 
39*57 


*  A  certificate  of  specisl  proficiency  in  medicine 
«B  awarded  to  Dr.  Miller. 

t  A  certificate  of  special  proficiency  innedidne, 
and  a  gold  medal  of  the  value  of  ^5,  for  a  com- 
mentary on  a  case  in  medirine,  were  awardetl  to 
Dr.  Quain. 


Wind,  S.W.     21st.  and  two  following  days, 

Snerally  cloudy,  with  rain  at  times.    34tn.  clear, 
th,  mominf  clesr,  afternoon  cloudy.    26th  and 
27th,  generally  overcast,  with  rain. 
Rain  fallen,  *405  of  an  inch. 

CriARLKs  HKNKr  Adams. 
WiLsoj*  &  OoiLVY,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY.  JANUARY  6,  1843. 


LECTURES  o^ii  more  noble  patfente,  to  devote  0ome  at- 
tention to  the  nosoffraphy,  if  not  to  the  the- 

<>''^''>  rapeutic8,oftheinfUr^mak.   In  theory, 

PRINCIPLES  AND  CLASSIFICATION  naefiil  lUnstrationB  may  thus  be  diacovered— 

OF  DISEASE  In  practice  important  Idnts  may  be  received — 

and  the  medical  man  will  be  found  to  gain. 

Delivered  ai  Si.  Thomae'e  Hoepittd,  rather  than  to  lose,  in  estimation,  when  he  ia 

capable  of  oflbring  a  valuable  opinion  under 

By  Thomas  Hodokin,  M.D.  eireumatanoM  which,  Uke  that  of  the  appear- 

Lcctorar  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  ance  of  aoipected  glanders,  threatens  to  af- 

al  St  llioraas'c  Hospital  SchooL  lect  human  life  and  the  security  of  property. 

I  cannot  quit  the  subject  of  morbid  poisons 

without  noticing  one  more,  which,  like  that 
Thbrs  is  a  morbid  poison  which,  in  some  of  glanders,  is  communicated  to  man  from  an 
respects,  may  be  compared  to  that  of  syphi-  inferior  animal.  Though  hydrophobia,  of 
lis,  inasmuch  as  it  produces  a  peculiar  and  wluch  I  am  now  speaking,  is  so  general  in 
charaoteristic  appearance  in  the  primary  local  its  capability  of  influence,  that  probably  there 
sore ;  and  also  in  the  fact  that  it  leads  to  the  is  not  a  single  species  in  the  whole  of  the 
contamination  of  the  ^stem,  whictf  it  con-  -class  mammaUi  which,  if  the  experiments 
tinues  to  affect  for  a  long,  if  not  for  an  inde-  were  tried,  would  be  found  proof  against  it, 
finite  period ;  but  it  is  even  more  severe  and  there  are  but  few  animab,  and  these  belong- 
tremendous  in  its  operation,  seeing  that  it  ing  exclusively  to  the  order  of  fers,  from 
rarely,  if  ever,  terminates  in  anything  abort  whom  man  receives  this  poison.  In  this 
of  the  deatli  of  the  patient.  Another  re-  country  we  rarely  hear  ofan  instance  in  which 
markable  circumstance  in  tbe  affection  to  it  is  derived  firom  any  other  animal  than  the 
which  I  am  now  adverting  is,  that  it  is  de-  dog ;  but  the  accounts  of  several  cases  have 
rived  from  one  of  the  inferior  animals,  been  sent  me  from  Italy,  in  which  man  re- 
although  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that,  ceived  it  from  the  bite  of  a  cat.  In  other 
when  transplanted  into  the  human  consti-  countries  the  wolf  and  the  fox  have  proved 
ttttioD,  it  there  retains  its  faculty  of  fatal  the  source  of  the  disease.  My  reasons  for 
transmission.  The  poison  of  wldeh  I  am  noticing  the  affection  in  this  place,  are  the 
DOW  speaking  is  that  of  glanders,  or  the  peculiarities,  both  in  the  local  and  general 
moTM.  When  we  oonsider  the  protracted  affection.  A  wound  of  the  most  trifling  cha- 
•niieringa  and  death  of  our  fellow  creatures,  racter  may  be  inflicced  upon  the  finger  or 
which  may  emanate  from  the  poison  of  a  some  other  part,  and  heal,  and,  to  all  ap- 
glandered  horse,  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  pearanoe,  become  perfectly  well,  without  ^e 
valuable  property  which  may  be  occasioned  occurrence  of  any  thing  particular  to  arrest 
by  the  unsuspected  operation  of  this  cause,  attention  in  its  progress,  and  leave  little  or 
we  cannot  wonder  Uiat  police  rogulations  nothing  behind,  either  of  scar  or  altered  sen- 
have  been  adopted,  in  this  and  other  conn-  sation,  and  yet,  after  the  lapse  of  many 
triea,  for  the  suppression  of  the  disease,  months,  and  even  of  one  or  more  yean,  the 
Though  I  shall  not  here  dweU  on  the  pheno-  most  formidable  symptoms  of  which  it  is 
mena  which  attend  it,  I  cannot  omit  to  offer  possible  for  the  nervous  system  to  become 
a  remark,  which  the  introduction  of  this  in-  the  seat,  may  suddenly  make  their  appear- 
stance  of  disease  suggests,  namely,  that  me-  ance,  and  carry  off  the  patient  in  the  course 
dical  men  should  not  think  it  beneath  their  of  a  few  hours.  I  have  never  met  with  a 
notice,  or  irrelevant  to  the  interests  of  their  ease,  on  the  authentidty  of  which  I  could 
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rdy,  !n  whicli  these  symptoms  were  pro-  idons,  resulting  from  the  stmctnre  of  the 
trscted  to  the  close  of  the  third  day.  parts  themselves,  as,  for  example,  imder  ten- 
I  think  yon  will  admit  that  I  have  pro-  dinons  fesda,  orscush  other  dense  stmctnres 
dnoed  ample  proof  that  the  phenomena,  as  may  be  found  in  the  fingers,  that  the  cir- 
looal  and  general,  which  may  spring  from  eolation  in  the  part  is  interrupted.  Hence 
the  derangement  of  a  particular  part,  are  Terr  we  have  the  death  of  the  already  injured  part 
various  snd  very  numerous,  though  we  loos:  produced  by  strangulation.  You  can  scarcely 
no  further  than  to  inflammation  in  its  differ-  fail  to  observe  the  tberapeutiGal  principle  to 
ent  forms.  Notwithstanding  this  number,  which  this  points,  vis.,  that  of  making  a 
our  general  view  would  be  very  incomplete  timely  incision  to  relieve  inflammation, 
were  we  to  pass  over,  without  notice,  de-  threatening  the  consequences  of  which  I  am 
rangements  having  other  characters.  You  now  speaking.  Sometimes  the  local  death 
will  recollect  that  I  intentionally  passed  over  or  sphaoelns  is  the  effect  of  the  application  of 
sphacelus  or  gangrene,  although,  in  some  a  peculiar  morbid  poison.  In  such  cases  you 
cases,  the  reralt  of  inflammation,  because  will  perhaps  say,  this  is  only  the  repetitkm 
the  subject  appeared  to  merit  separate  con-  of  a  former  case,  in  which  death  is  the  ooa- 
sideration,  and  because,  as  it  occurs  in  seve-  sequence  of  inflammation.  There  is,  bow- 
ral  different  modes,  the  subject  necessarily  ever,  this  striking  difference.  In  the  more 
required  subdivision.  On  these  I  must  now  ordinary  case,  the  sepamtion  of  the  dead  part 
arrest  your  attention.  It  would  seem  that  is  effected  by  the  less  severe  inflammation  of 
tibe  original  cause  of  injury  may  be  applied  the  surrounding  parts,  conducting  only  to 
vritfa  sufficient  intensity  to  render  a  part  in-  suppuration  and  sbsorptlon,  whereas,  hi  the 
capable  of  recovery,  and  even  of  performing  case  which  we  are  now  contemplating,  the 
its  nutrient  ftu&ctions  in  that  deraxiged  matter  part  originally  affected  contaminates  those 
^  in  which  they  are  carried  on  during  inflam-  that  adjoin  it,  which  are  not  only  involved  in 
nation.  In  such  cases»  the  death  may  be  the  same  destructive  process,  but  commnni- 
rsgarded  as  immediate,  although  time  must  cate  it  to  those  which  are  next  beyond  them. 
be  allowed  for  the  manifest  appearance  of  There  is  thus  a  continued  succession  of 
sphacelus  to  be  produced.  Examples  of  this  affected  parts,  until  the  constitutional  de- 
kind  occur  in  severe  cases  of  contusion  and  rangement,  which  in  such  cases  is  very 
laceration*  and  the  application  of  destructive  severe,  has  proved  fatal,  or  till  causes  con- 
chemical  agents.  Such  cases  must  always  be  cur  to  enable  the  system  to  oppose  a  check, 
accompanied  with  inflammation  in  the  ad-  or  till  art  interferes  in  some  way  to  change 
joining  parts  which  have  been  injured  to  a  the  morbid  process  set  up  in  the  newly  cpn- 
less  degree ;  and  this  inflammation  becomes  taminated  parts.  Such  examples  may  occur 
the  means  of  separating  the  living  from  the  in  the  hand,  from  dissecting  and  other 
dead  parts ;  but  it  frequently  happens  that,  wounds ;  but  perhaps  the  most  frequent,  as 
in  the  progress  of  the  case,  a  larger  amount  well  as  the  most  formidable,  are  those  ex- 
of  substance  comes  into  a  state  of  sphacelus  amples  which  may  sometimes  be  seen  in  the 
than  that  which  was  originally  deprived  of  foul  wards.  The  examples  are  of  a  very 
lilb  by  the  injury.  This  points  to  another  similar  description,  although  the  application 
form  of  sphacelus,  in  which  it  may  be  re-  of  the  poison  is  not  perceived  when  oonta- 
garded  as  the  result  of  the  violence  of  inflam-  gious  disorders  set  up  a  local  diMase,  which 
mation.  Sphacelus,  in  this  way,  may  occur  leads  to  sloughing,  as  in  the  case  of  cynanche 
without  any  very  severe  affliction  at  the  time  maligna.  The  constitutional  dcarangement 
the  inflammation  was  excited,  whether  of  the  which  accompanies  all  these  latter  cases  is 
mechanical,  chemical,  or  poisonous  descrip-  of  the  most  severe  and  alarming  character, 
tion.  You  see  this  in  cases  of  anthrax  The  instances  of  the  death  or  sphaceloa  of 
whether  large  or  smalL  Local  inflammation  a  particular  part  which  I  have  hitherto  ad- 
takes  plsoe,  the  ordinary  pain  which  accom-  duced,  have  been  occasioned  by  some  serious 
panics  it  becomes  intense,  and  has  a  peculiar  local  ii^ury,  either  mechanical  or  the  appli- 
character,  suggesting  the  idea  of  the  applica-  cation  of  poison,  and  haye  been  attended  by 
tion  of  intense  heat,  whence  the  name  of  severe  symptoms,  both  in  the  part  affected, 
anthrax  is  possibly  derived.  When  the  and  in  the  system  generally ;  but  we  may 
•welling  is  opened  spontaneously,  or  by  art,  have  the  death  of  a  part  taking  place^under 
in  order  to  evacuate  the  pus  which  is  formed,  very  difiierent  circumstances*  One  or  more 
we  find  not  merely  this  secretion,  but  a  por-  fingers,  or  the  whole  hand,  may  shrink  in 
tion  of  dead  substsnce.  In  such  esses  the  sixe,  may  become  lowered  in  temperature; 
partial  death  is  limited,  and  the  constitutional  and  losing  the  fresh  appearance  of  healthy 
disturbance  which  attends  is  probably  only  flesh,  assume  a  dull,  slightly  livid  hue.  At 
that  which  accompanies  inflammation.  Some-  the  same  time  the  loss  of  power  is  very  per- 
Umes  the  partialdeath  or  sphacelus  is  brought  oeptible,  in  so  much  that  I  have  seen  the 
about  in  another  way.  lite  swelling,  wluch  character  of  paralysis  in  some  degree  nco- 
forms  a  part  of  the  character  of  inflammation,  duced.  There  are,  however,  distinguishing 
may  take  place  under  such  forcible  compres-  features  suflSciently  marked  to  prevent  the 
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CMei  horn  bring  confounded.    In  addition  the  dow  deposition  of  a  material  foreign  to 

to  the  pecnliar  appearance  of  the  part,  the  the  different  stractures  in  their  healthy  con- 

pnlie  in  the  arteries  leading  to  it  is  scanty  or  dition,  and  distingnishable  by  its  properties, 

quite  imperceptible,  and  those  which  are  a  as  well  as  by  its  mode  of  formation,  fhnn 

Kttle  fvatber  removed  from  it  are  often  hard  the  products  of  ordinary  inflammation.    This 

and  knotty,  so  as  to  indicate  the  nature  of  material  has  received  the  name  of  scrofulous 

the  eomptaint  as  depending  upon  disease  of  or    tuberculous  matter.    These  terms  are 

the  arteries  impeding  circulation.      From  often  employed  indifferently  as  synonymous, 

the  advanced  period  of  life  at  which  this ibrm  but  I  may  remark,  by  tiie  way,  that  dis» 

of  slowly  advancing  death  takes  place,  as  tinctions  between  diem  are  drawn  by  some 

well  as  from  the  nature  of  its  immediate  pathologists.    They  are  not,  however,  such 

cause,  it  has  acquired  the  name  of  senile  as  should  prevent  our  associating  the  cases 

gangrene.  as  an  important  group. 

'Atn  are  other  cases  of  derangement  There  are,  perhaps,  no  derangements 
which  I  might  probably  have  added  to  the  which  more  clearly  indicate  the  influence  of 
already  numerous  varieties  of  inflammation  tissue,  and  consequently  exhibit  the  impor- 
to  whidi  I  have  adverted,  but  which,  from  tance  of  genera}  anatomy  in  connexion  with 
their  belonging  to  a  class  of  cases  presenting  pathology,  than  those  of  the  scrofulous  or 
many  peculiarities,  I  have  thought  it  desimble  tuberculous  character.  We  may  see  this 
in  tUs  general  view  distinctly  to  separate  even  in  the  small  part  of  the  system  which 
from  them.  The  cases  of  which  I  am  now  I  have  selected  for  thev  illustration  of  my 
speaking  may  rither  supervene  on  some  remarks  on  local  affection  fituated  in  parts 
known  local  injury,  or  they  may  make  their  independent  of  important  ^tal  functions, 
appearance  without  any  assignable  local  Thus,  in  some  cases,  it  will  b«  observed  to 
cause :  for  example,  a  finger  may  be  observed  ^  with  preference  on  the  medullary  portiom 
to  swell:  on  examination  it  will befonnd  tome-  of  the  long  bones  of  ttie  phalanges  and  me- 
wliat  hard  and  resisting,  and  this  hardneu  tacarpus ;  in  otherv  the  spongy  bones  of  the 
will  seem  to  be  nearly  or  quite  as  deep  as  carpus ;  whilst  in  others  it  more  particularly 
the  bone  itself,  yet  very  little  if  any  pain  affects  the  structures  entering  into  the  com- 
may  be  complained  of,  notwithstanding  the  position  of  the  joints.  This  reference  to 
patients  in  such  cases  are  generally  children,  tissue  is  much  more  striking  if  we  proceed 
The  enlargement  progressively  increases  from  the  hand  to  consider  the  ravages  of 
until  the  part  becomes  greatiy  distorted  and  scroftila  in  other  parts  of  the  system  ;  such 
disfigured ;  redness  and  pain  follow,  indi-  as  the  serous,  the  mucous,  and  the  glandular, 
eating  that  inflammation  is  present,  though  This,  however,  would  be  too  great  a  digres- 
mther  as  a  consequence  than  as  an  original  sion  for  our  present  purpose.  You  will, 
eanse  of  the  malady.  In  other  similar  parts,  perhaps,  bear  in  mind  this  reference  when 
either  veiy  near  to  the  original  spot,  or  si-  the  derangements  of  these  tissties  are 
tuated  in  anothereKtremity ,  indications  of  the  brought  before  you  in  detail, 
existence  of  a  similar  derangement  make  There  is  another  highly  interesting  group 
their  appearance.  The  constitntion  of  the  of  derangements  not  necessarily  connected 
patient  is  obviously  suffering,  and  if  the  with  inflammation,  but  with  which,  espe- 
evidences  of  weakness  and  irritability  had  ciaUy  in  their  latter  stages,  inflammation 
not  previously  become  apparent,  they  now  is  apt  to  be  associated.  A  partial  en- 
vndoubtedly  do  so  in  other  points ;  such  as  largement  is,  perhaps,  observed  to  take 
in  the  complexion  and  expression  of  conn-  place ;  it  may  be  without  any  cause  wliich 
Cenance.  Even  the  non-professional  ob-  can  be  assigned,  or  if  assigned,  it  may  go 
server  does  not  hesitate  to  remsric,  this  is  a  back  to  so  distant  a  period  as  to  leave  a 
scrofiilous  diild.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  doubt  of  its  connexion  with  the  case.  Hie 
eases  depending  on  scroftila  are  both  nu-  enlargement  is  probably  unattended  with 
merous  and  important*  They  are,  at  the  pain,  heat,  or  discolouration ;  nevertheless 
same  time,  such  as  reqmre  great  and  con-  it  continues  to  increase  in  sice,  in  oonse- 
tinned  care  in  their  management,  and  exer-  quence  of  which  it  claims  increased  atten- 
dee the  patience  of  the  sufferer  and  his  tion.  Various  means  are  tried,  with  very 
firienda,  and  of  the  medical  attendant,  all  of  Httie,  if  any,  encouraging  results.  On  the 
whom  will  firequently  be  in  danger  and  contrary,  the  increase  of  sise  may  seem  to 
mueh  discouragement.  On  the  other  hand,  be  aoceleirated  by  the  steps  which  are  taken  ; 
your  sucoessfbl  treatment  of  such  cases,  a  confirmed  tumor  exists,  having  a  more  or 
though  slowly  adiieved,  will  reward  you  less  nodulous  or  botrymdal  snrfiice,  but  ad- 
with  satisfaction  as  well  as  with  the  confi-  mitting  of  great  variety  as  to  its  degree  of 
<lenee  and  esteem  of  the  public.  You  wiU,  resistance,  from  the  greatest  hardness  to  the 
perhaps,  expect  that  I  should  even  now  softness  of  adeps  or  fluid.  It  may  continue 
explahi  in  what  respect  these  cases  diflfer  fbr  a  length  of  time  witiiout  pain,  or  it  may 
from  inflammation.  It  has  been  discovered  be  atten&d  with  pain  of  a  sharp  and  lan- 
Ihat  asoet  of  these  esses  are  characterised  by  cumting  character.    The  sldn  covering  the 
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^wt  may  exhibit  no  oAer  altemtion  thin  ihiey  may  be  seated,  whether  the  aUn,  thv 

that  which  is  merely  dependent  on  disten-  cellnlar  membrane  beneath  it,  or  that  mora 

sion,  or  it  may  be  diioolonred  by  large  and  directly  oonnected  with  tendon  and  £uGia, 

tortnont  Yesaela,  ramif3ring  in  each  beneath  it,  whether  developed  immediately  beneath  the 

«nd  injected  with  bright  arterial,  or  deep  periofltenm,  or  in  the  cancellated  atmctnre  ia 

venous  blood;  or  theSscolouration  may  be  the  interior  of  the  bone.     Again,  yirawOl 

of  a  more  diffused  character,  indicative  of  the  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  there  are  no  affeo* 

supervention  of  inflammation,  which,  as  it  tions  which  more  remarkably   than  these 

advances,  nshers  in  some  of  the  most  re-  exert  an  influence  upon  remote  parts,  and 

markaUe  changes  which  distinEuish  the  par-  even  npon  the  system  at  large ;  also,  that 

ticular  claas  of  aiTectiona  now  under  our  this  contamination  proceeds  with  the  greatest 

notice.     Let  us  suppose  that  the  inflamma-  variety  aa  to  time  and  extent,  and  Utat  theiw 

tion  has  proceeded  so  for  as  to  occasion  ul-  is  a  corresponding  variety  in  the  mode  and 

ceration  ;  we  may  either  And  that  this  leads  kind  of  rdief  wluch  it  is  in  our  power  to 

to  a  rapid  increase  of  size,  as  the  new  growth  apply. 

is  relieved  from  the  restraimng  pressure  of        We  have  now  taken  a  glance  at  a  oooai- 

the  superimposed  skin.     The  case  will  then  derable  variety  of  local  morbid  affections  in 

be  called  fungoid ;  and  aa  the  lai^e  weak  their  action,  either  simply  confined  to  the 

vessels  before  mentioned  are  apt  to  give  way  seat  of  derangement,  or  associated  with  mon 

and  bleed,  the  term  hnmatodes  will  probably  or  leas  disturbance  of  the  system  generslly ; 

be  added  to  it  as  a  further  characteristic.  yet  you  will  observe,  that  we  have,  hitherto. 

It  may  happen,  on  the  other  hand,  that  not  considered  any  lesion  which,  from  its 

instead  of  this  rapid  growth  following  the  situation,  bears  directly  upon  the  exercise  of 

ulceration  of  the  skin,  the  structure  of  the  any  function  essential  to  life.     I  mig^t  at 

new  growth  beneath  it  may  participate  in  the  once  proceed  to  point  out  the  mode  in  which 

destructive  process,  in  which  case  a  much  symptoms  must  necessarily  be  modified  and 

more  rapid  ulceration  takes  place  than  in  the  danger  increased,  when  morbid  chaqgea  am 

natural  and  more  perfectly  organized  struc-  so  situated  as  to  produce  these  oomplica- 

tures;  the  fluid  which  exudes,  instead  of  tions,  and  interfere  with  vital   fnnrtiopa. 

being  a  healthy  secretion  of  pus,  is  watery,  But  before  I  do  so,  it  may  not  be  anuai  to 

and  rendered  excessively  offensive  by  the  ad-  notice  certain  genoral  atates  of  the  syatenit 

mixture  of  dead  and  sphacelated  particles  by  which  even  the  local  affections,  situated 

from  the  tumor,  or  by  the  morbid  fluids  in  like  those  which  we  have  been  hitherto  con* 

which  they  may  be  partially  dissolved.    This  sidering,  may  be  very  remarkably  modified, 

destruction  of  substance  is  probably  analo-  The  consideration  of  these  will,  in  some  re* 

gous,  thiMigh  on  a  larger  scale,  to  some  of  spects,  be  the  counterpart  of  observationa 

the  spreading  and  eating  ulcera  to  which  I  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  make 

have  already  alluded — a  fact  which  is  ren-  when  alluding  to  the  febrile  disturbance  or 

derad  still  more  probable,  if  we  consider  the  constitutional  derangement  of  an  acute  kind 

remarkable  lip  or  margin  of  the  ulcer  which  which  attends  some  of  the  forms  of  local  dia. 

ponstitutes  one  of  the  striking  characteristics  ease  at  which  we  have  glanced,  and  the  mora 

of  these  open  cancerous  affections.     It  has  lingering  constitutionid  affection  which  we 

often  been  observed  that  the  edges  of  these  have  noticed    as  co-existing  with  othen, 

ulcere  are  thickened,  elevated,  and    even  We  have  now  to  notice  the  operation  of  aa 

everted  at  the  same  time ;  though  varying  inverse  influence,  in  which  the  state  of  the 

in  colour,  they  have  more  or  law  translu-  system  being  deranged,  the  local  effects  of  a 

oency.   The  peculiar  circumstances  on  which  disturbing  cause  are  more  or  less  mftdified. 

this  character  of  the  margin  depends,  will  be  The  slight  local  injury,  cut,  pinch,  or  scalda 

well  worthy  of  your  attention  at  a  future  which  I  took  up  as  the  first  illustration,  and 

period ;  it  is  enough  now  to  notice  the  fact,  which,  if  inflicted  on  the  finger  or  some  other 

It  might  be  imagined  that  such  large  granu-  part  of  the  hand  of  a  healthy  person,  is 

lations  would  soon  contract  and  fill  up  the  quickly  reoovered  from,  may  have  been  in- 

ulcer,  which,  however,  continues  to  extend,  flicted  on  a  person  in  a  previously  deranged 

because  the  new  material  does  not  maintain  state  of  health,  and  instead  of  a  disposition 

a  permanent  character,  but  on  the  contrary,  to  heal  or  get  well,  some  of  the  many  v«- 

ipives  way  to  ulceration.    Thus,  with  a  pro-  rieties  of  local  derangement  which  have  been 

vision  for  rapid  growth  on  the  one  hand,  enumerated  may  be  set  up.    The  slight  cat 

there  is  at  least  a  proportionate  propensity  or  puncture  may  be  followed  by  violent 

to  decay  on  the  other.    Were  I  merely  to  iaflammation,  aAd  the  appearance  of  the 

enumerate  the  different  forms  of  disease  to  part  itself,  and  the  more  extended  derange- 

be  met  with  in  the  particular  group  which  I  meat  resulting  from  it,  may  assume  all  the 

am  now  noticing,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  charactera  associated  with  poisoned  wounds, 

convince  yon  of  its  abundant  interest  and  We  sometimes  meet  with  examples  of  this 

importance ;  but  these  varieties  are  them-  after  puncture  with  a  dean  needle  or  lancet, 

•elves  varied  according  to  the  tissue  in  which  and  perhaps  more  frequentiy  in  the  dissect- 
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Ivg-room,  whtSKt  if  the  infltrameDt  be  not  has  had  no  oontrbl^  or  they  may  have  been 
perftetly  dean,  it  may  at  leait  be  free  from  the  result  of  some  prerious  and  important 
that  peenliar  poison  which  is  present  in  the  disease.     Hence  we  find  these  different  oon* 
dissection  of  certain  subjects,  and  against  stitutional  states  classed  under  different  heads 
which  few,  if  any,  persona  would  be  proof,  and  known  by  diflerent  names.     Thus  the 
The  eases  to  which  I  am  now  alluding  only  transmitted  disposition  may  be  either  that  of 
occur  in  particular  persons — ^in  persons  who  temperament,  or  of  a  more  limited  character, 
have  been  observed  to  have  their  oonstitu*  like  the  tendency  to  some  hereditary  disease* 
tions  deranged  by   oontinuanoe  in  an  un«  In  this  case  it  is  often  called  a  diathesis, 
healthy   atmosphere,    by  diminished    rest,  though  this  term  is  not  necessarily  restricted 
dose  application,  or  other  influences  con*  to  such  constitutional  disposition  as  is  ac- 
neetedwith  the  town  life  of  an  individual  quired  by  descent  or  bom  with  the  individual, 
previously  a  resident  in  the  country.  When  the  peculiar  state  of  constitution  is 
Notwithstanding  their  important  differ-  directly  traceable  to  some  noxious  agency, 
ence,  the  two  classes  of  cases  bear  so  dose  whether  poisonous  disease,  fenlty  diet,  or 
a  resemblance  to  each  other,  that  in  practice  articles  of  a  poisonous   or  medidnal  eha- 
they  maybe  confounded ;  and  I  have  known  racter,  sudi  state  of  the  system,  which  may 
dtfaer  view  strongly  advocated  to  the  ezdu-  in  itself  be  regarded  as  disease,  is  generally 
don  of  the  other ;  some  persons  denying  the  known  as  a  state  of  cachexia, 
existence  of  a  poison,  and  attributing  every        It  will  fall  to  the  province  of  my  ooUeagne, 
thing  to  the  impaired  state  of  the  constitu-  in  his  lectures  on  General  Therapeutics,  or 
tion ;  and  others  calling  in  the  aid  of  poison  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  to  enter  into 
to  account  for  the  symptoms,  when  there  details  respecting  these  general  conditions  of 
was  reason  to  believe  that  no  such  poison  the  system,  but  more  espedaUy  the  two  first* 
had  existed.     It  is  poadble,  however,  to  mentioned — temperaments  and  diatheses.  It 
admit  of  a  third  explanation,  and  there  are  will,  however,  be  right  that  even  here  I 
some  cases  in  which  I  should  be  disposed  to  should  introduce  some  illustration,  to  con- 
give  it  a  preference.   The  wounded  part  may  nect  them  with  our  present  review.     In  that 
have  received  no  poison  from  the  instrument  temperament  which  is  known  by  the  name  of 
by  which  the  injury  was  inflicted,  but  the  sanguine,  and    characterised  by  the  large 
ii^ammation  which  has  followed  may  have  amount  of  capillaries  conveying  bright  and 
been  suflSdent  to  produce  one  in  the  altered  arterial  blood,  we  must  be  prepared  to  ex-* 
textures  of  the  pcurt.     For  such  an  effect  to  pect  that  the  exdting  causes  of  derangement 
be  produced,  we  must,  however,  call  in  the  are  followed  by  symptoms  connected  with 
Mnstanoe  of  the  previoudy  deranged  state  of  the  drculatory  apparatus,  and  therefore  of 
the  system  which  we  are  now  conndering,  an  inflammatary  character,  or,  if  not  abso- 
and  the  supposed  case  would  only  be  a  firesh  lutely  inflammatory,  in  which  h«morrhage 
iUustrationof  the  kind  of  complication  which  may  be  profuse.     I  have  known  of  femiliea 
it  may  induce.     The  rapidly  fatd  effects  of  in  which  this  temperament  existed  in  such 
certain  venered  sores  which  were  not  unfre-  an  extreme  degree,  that  it  was  almost  im- 
quently  seen  in  a  peculiarly  wretched  and  poadble  to  stop  the  hiemorrhage  from  a 
profligate  quarter  of  this  city,  have  recdved  dmple  prick  of  the  finger,  and  at  least  one 
a  dmilar  explanation ;  and  the  constitution  member  of  it  lost  bis  life  from  fatd  loss  of 
of  the  recipient,  rather  than  the  peculiarity  blood  following  the  extraction  of  a  tooth. 
ni  the  poison  recdved,  has  been  the  expla-  In  the  leuoophlegmatic  temperament,    or, 
nation  sanctioned  by  high  authority.  Many  as  our  foreign  ndghbours  more  frequently 
such  cases  have  been  brought  to  the  foiU  cdl  it,  the  lymphatic,  there  is  less  than  the 
wards  of  this  hospitd,  where  they  Aimbhed  ordinary  appearance  of  blood-vessels.    Farts 
the  materials  for  a  work  on  Constitutiond  usually  much  injected  with  red  blood  are  very 
Irritation,  by  one  of  the  most  distinguished  littie  so,  producuig  a  generd  pdeneas  of 
surgeons  who  has  been  attached  to  this  complexion.    The  ceUuktr  membrane  is  in- 
institution.    There  are  various  states  of  the  filtrated  with  a  more  than  nsud  amount  of 
systdki  which  tend  to  promote  the  occurrence  serum,  in  consequence  of  which  th<Ae  parts 
^  locd  disease,  or  to  modify  it  when  pro*  in  which  this  tissue  is  lax  or  abundant  be- 
duoed,  which  do  not  so  obviously  exist,  and  come  swollen  in  a  manner  which  cannot  be 
which  are  not  so  referrible  to  a  conspicuous  ascribed  merely  to  the  presence  of  fat,  which 
cause,  as  in  the  cases  which  I  have  adduced,  is  often  rather  abundantly  deposited  in  per- 
The  constitution  may  not  have  been  broken  sons  of  this  temperament.     An  injury  to  the 
by  loss  of  rest,  anxious  study,  impure  air,  finger  or  other  part  of  the  hand  in  a  person 
fenlty  diet,  or  a  series  of  libertine  excesses,  of  this  description,  may  very  posdbly  have 
lliey  may  be  of  a  very  different  character ;  but  little  dther  of  active  inflammation  or 
they  may  even  have  been  transmitted  to  the  hsemorrfaage  as  the  consequence,  but  we  shall 
individual  by  his  remote  ancestors ;  or  if  they  very  frequently  find  that  serum  flows  when 
have  been  acquired  by  the  individnd,  they  blood  ceases  to  do  so,  and  the  injury,  instead 
may  be  the  rmlt  of  causes  over  which  he  of  beiqg  quickly  repaired,  leads  to  an  indo- 
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lent  and  obstinate  wound,  in  oonnection  with  of  tbe  opinion,  and  mnncFona  ttriklDf  tefei^ 

which  the  absorbent  glands,  sitnated  in  the  certainly  ooncnr  to  strengthen  its  inrobiiUlitj* 

conrse  of  the  lymphatic  vesseb  leading  finom  In  pointfaig  ooi  the  disthietiTe  cfaaiwlafn 

the  part,  are  yerj  likely  to  become  affeeted,  whieh  serolnia  raaj  give  to  derangenent  «f 

which  is,  in  part,  to  be  attribnted  to  the  the  bones  of  the  hand,  we  have  had  befcr» 

feeble  condition,  marked  by  pale,  swollen,  ns  an  illosiration  of  the  infliienee  which  Hm 

and  flabby  texture  of  these  bodies  in  persons  existence. of  this  diathesis  may  exert  npoa 

of  the  lencophlegmafcic  temperament.  the  oonseqnenoes  of  kwsl  hijory  or  o&er 

Perhaps  the  best  example  of  that  heredi*  exdting  cause  of  disease.     If  it  wnro  not 

tary  state  of  oonstitation  which  ia  termed  premature  now  to  go  into  the  suljeot,  I 

diathesis,  is  to  be  seen  in  those  who  deriTe  might  draw  fbom  this  very  possiUttty  of 

from  their  parents  a  strong  tendency  to  proiducing  local  disease  assuming  the  scrk 

become  aifeoted  with  gout,  to  which  their  fulons  cfaAraoter,  one,  amongst  other  aig«« 

own  temperate  and  careAil  mode  of  living  ments,  opposed  to  the  doctrine  eBtertslned 

cannot  be  supposed  to  have  given  them  a  by  a  distinguished  and  laborious  practical 

title.    Though  we  suppose  that  this  tendency  pathologist,  that   scrofulous  tnbendes  are 

is  bom  with  the  individual,  the  consequences  congenital.    That  they  an  so  oecashnsUy 

to  which  it  leads  may  be  long  in  making  must  be  at  once  conceded,  but  that  they  aiw 

their  appearance,  and  it  may  be  difficult  or  frequently  or  necessarily  so,  does  not  qppenr 

Impossible  to  point  out  any  Cut  whidi  may  to  be  consistent  with  facts, 

intimate  that  it  existe;  yet  the  adequate  The  constitutional  liability  to  anyoftfaa 

exdting  cause  being  onoe  supplied,  the  pe-  diseases  truly  bdonging  to  the  group  of  esn* 

ouliar  diaracter  of  the  local  affection,  and  oerous  affections  is  likewise  rqganled  as  m 

ito  aptitude  to  recur  when  apparently  reco-  diatheeis ;  and  though  by  no  means  forming 

Tcred  fcom^  are  ndmittied  as  proofs  of  ite  so  strongly  marked  a  Ihaliily  peculiarity  as  im 

existence.  the  case  of  the  acrofnloua  diathesis,  it  «»• 

The  tendency  to  produce  tuberoulcus  or  questionably  appears,  in  numerous  instsneest 

scrofulous  matter  characterises  another  con-  to  be  attached  to  families.     I  am  not,  how« 

•titutionalstete,  which  is  csUed  the  scroAdons  ever,  prepared  to  admit,  with  sosse,  that 

diathesis;  and  there  is,  perhaps,  no  other  even  in  these  cases  it  exists  from  birth, 

which  is  so  generally  regarded,  both  in  and  Though  the  disease  msy  exhibit  itself  in  in- 

ont  of  our  profession,  as  susceptible   of  fiuicy,  or  even  have  induced  the  prooflh  of 

transmisMon  from  parente  to  their  offspring,  ito  existence  before  birth,  I  am,  neveitiie* 

and  consequently  admitted  to  be  a  family  in-  less,  disposed  to  regard  it  as  an  adventitkMss 

finnity,  which  is  peculiarly  dreaded,  on  ac-  stete,  liable  to  be  produced  at  any  period  of 

count    of  the  formidable  diseases  reputed  life.   In  connexion  with  this  subject,  I  have^ 

to  be  connected  with  it,  vis.,  all  the  forms  at  the  present  time,  more  particttlarly  to  m»> 

of  external  disease,  commonly  spoken  of  as  tice  the  fact,  that  the  existence  of  this  din- 

the  King's  evil,  which  are  tedious  in  their  thesis  may  give  peculiar  forms  and  charne* 

duration,  difficult  in  thdr  treatment,  and  ters  to  local  diseases,  however  exdted.   nun 

permanently    disfiguring    in    thdr    conse-  a  little  irritation  applied  to  a  previously  eac« 

qoences.     Amongst  the  internal  affections  isting  wart  or  pimple  on  the  hssid  SBay  lead 

associated  with  it,  we  have  hydrocephalus  to  the  formation  of  a  malignant  ulcer.    The 

and  mesenteric  decline  in  influicy ;  pulmo-  irregular  growth  of  a  finger-nail  may  produoe 

nary  consumption,  and  fatal  chronic  perito-  similar  consequences  at  the  part    A  bkm 

nitis  m  youUi  and  middle  ace.    Though  it  so  sHght  as  scarcely  to  attract  attention  may 

is  generally  hoped,  when  dedining  years  prove  tiie  commencement  of  a  fiingoid  tn- 

have  arrived,  that  if  the  afliwtions  allied  to  mor    of  indefinite    sise.     Sunilsr  conse- 

scrofula  have  not  yet  made  thdr  appearances  quenoes  may  fdlow  faijury  to  the  sheaths  of 

the  danger  of  thdr  doing  so  maT  be  regarded  tendons,  or  to  the  bones,  fhmi  whidi  strue- 

as  past,  even  then  a  protracted  catarrh  may  tures  other  growths  of  the  same  family  may 

terminate  in  truly  tuberculous  phthisis ;  or  also  take  thdr  rise ;  such  as  the  csrcinoaM 

exposure  to  partial  cold  or  damp  may  pro-  fosdculatnm,andtheendiondromaof  MliDer, 

duce  glandular  enlargement,  having  the  ap-  though  the  malignancy  of  this  last  is  very 

pearance,  progress,  and  result  of  scrofulous  doubtAU,  and  by  him  not  admitted, 

disease,  as  it  is  more  commonly  seen    hi  Yon  cannot  have  fhiled  to  peredw  the 

youth.    Through  every  period  of  life,  the  important  hiiluenoe  whieh  those  conditioDS 

various  forms  of  mentd  alienation  seem  of  the  constitution  which  are  deaignated  di- 

more  peculiarly  prone  to  affect  those  hi  atheds  muy  exert  upon  the  devdopment  of 

whose  fhmiiies  the  sorofUous  diatheds  is  disease,  andbe  prepared  to  appreciate  tbe 

observed  to  prevail ;   but  I  must  confess  more  extended  condderation  given  to  this 

that  the  pathologicd  grounds  for  thb  gene,  subiect,  as  a  necessary  preparation  for  the 

rally  received  opmion  are  not  so  deariy  study  of  different  dtseases  in  detaU. 

mode  out  as  to  bo  perfectly  satisfhdory  to  Amongst  thepathologista   of  the   new 

my  mind,  dthough  the  gensrd  prevalence  Italian  sdiool,  the  word  diathesis  is  used  la 
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a  rery  different  eeiifle  from  that  in  wUch  I  more  obvious,  but  the  mUsroMopio  charaeten 

have  employed  it,  and  which,  indeed,    ia  of  tha  blood  are  altered,  and  the  power  of 

generaUy  aaiigned  to  it.    These  patholo-  reaiating  and  repairing  lo<»l  diaeases  ii  Tery 

gisti  regard  aa  a  diathetia  tliat  particular  mnch  rednoed  and  modified.     Again,  we 

eCate  of  the  ayatem  which  exists  during  the  may  have  the  quality  of  the  bloo^  altered 

aetoal  continuanoe  of  any  particnlar  disoue ;  without  that  striking  diminution  in  its  quan- 

but  it 'is  by  no  means  neoeasary  that  it  tity  wluch  oonstitutea  annmia.    Unsoitable 

should  have  existed  previouslyy  or  that  it  aliment  may  have  been  supplied  for  the 

dioold  continue  to  exist  after  the  termina-  formation  of  chyle  and  blood ;  and  this,  in 

tion  of  an  attack  jof  disease ;  but  aa  it  is  concurrence  with  other  causes  condudve  to 

not  admitted  (by  some,  at  least,   of  this  the  same  end,  will  lead  to  that  form  of  ca- 

school)  to  undergo  change  during  the  con-  chexia  to  which  the  name  of  scorbutus  has 

tinuanoe  of  the  same  affection,  it  involves  been  given,  and  in  which  extravasation  of 

a  principle  so  important  in  the  application  blood  takes  place  from  the  slightest  causes. 

of  remedial  means,  that  I  must  revert  to  it  Local  derangements  of  various  kinds  do  not 

on  a  future  occasion.  proceed  in  the  process  of  repair,  but  become 

I  have  before  stated  that,  besides  the  ge«  ft>ul  and  intractable  sores ;  and  in  extreme 

neral  conditions  of  the  system,  which  are  to  cases,  parts  which  had  been  cured  of  un* 

be  regarded  either  as  temperaments  or  dia-  soundness  again  become  deranged. 

theses,  there  are  some  which  are  termed ^ »^,«,-^-^- 

eaehexies.     Tha  two  former  may  be  re- 
garded as  fiiTouring  the  oocurrenoe  of  dia*  ON  THE. 

flase  nnder  certain  peculiar  eharaoters,  and  pUTCH    MEDICAL   INSTITUTIONS, 
therefore,  so  long  as  the  exciting  causes  are  ...^ 

not  appUed.  can  scarcely  be  said  to  eonsti-        ^  ^^^  ^^.^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 
tale  an  exiatmg  disease.  ^ 

The  different  statea  of  constitution    to  Sib, 

which  I  now  wish  to  call  your  attention  Having  peruaed  iu  some  late  numbers 

constitute  something  more  than  a  disposition  of  the  M^D.  Gazbtte,  (Nos.  777-%  and 

to  derangement  of  a  particular  character.  JSl)  the  commanications  of  your  cor* 

The  system  is  already  so  far  out  of  order  respondent  Mr.  Edwin  Lee,  upon  the 

as  to  be  in  a  state  of  disease.    Though  this  Dutch  Medical  Institutions,  and  having 

may  be  brought  about  by  the  derangement  recently,  Uke  him,  «  made  a  few  day? 

of  some  function,  and  even  by  the  disease  of  j^ur  in  Holland,"  I  shaU  be  obliged  by 

the  orpin  connected  with  it,  it  is  not  so  your  inserting  the  following  rem^ks  in 

much  the  immediate  symptoms  of  such  dis-  ^         valuable  miscellanv 

ease,  as  some  of  the  remote  oonsequenees,  >  ^?^  vaiuauie  miscellany.  _ 

whidi  we  are  now  to  oonaider.    We  have  ..}  jeceiyed  so  much  professional  cm- 


rather  to  kMp  in  view  tiie  prevailing  dia.  htymthat  country,  was  so  muchpleas^ 

torbanoe  of  ^  nutrient  function,  as  eon-  ^^  interested  wUh  what  I  saw,  and, 

necled  widi  tiie  tissues  of  tiiis  body  generaUy,  upon  the  whole,  was  so  differently  im- 

tinm  the  denngemeot  of  a  particular  ftono-  pressed  from  your  correspondent,  that 

tion,  though  this  may  be  mainly  ooncamed  I  feel  urged  by  gratitude,  not  to  sa^  by 

in  brii^ng  about  the  particular  condition  in  justice,  to  communicate  my  impressions, 

question.    It  is  this  general  disturbance  to  Not  that  I  shall  widte  a  word  in  the 

which  the  name  of  cachcTin  may  be  applied,  spirit  of  opposition  or  of  controversy. 

Two  or  three  illustrations  will,  I  trust,  make  The  observations,  I  trust,  may  not  be 

my  meamng  perfectiy  intelligible.    Nutri-  devoid   of  intrinsic  value,  and  may, 

tion,  you  know,  cannot  be  performed  without  moreover,    interest   your  readers,  by 

asupnlyoftiiebloodbywhichitiseffected.  supplying  a  few  hints  regarding  the 

If  this  material  be  largely  and  frequently  pr^ent  state  of  the  scienceln  a  country 

S!!I7^'  Z^^V  ""     Ii°"    ^^TJ^J!i  whence  our  own  has  derived  important 

blood,  to  which  the  name  of  anasmia  is  given.  ^^^e^'^„„%  i^„„fi*  ;„  r^^^^^  *iJ^^»  ««^ 

In  thb  state,  which,  if  continued,  becomes  a  P^^^fessional  benefit  in  former  times,  and 

true  cachexia,  many  local derangementamay  y\^ence  useful  information  ma^  Still, 

arise  from  very  sli^t  causes ;  and  a  sore  on  I  bf  lieve,  be  obtained.    The  hints  I 

the  finger,  aa  w«U  aa  on  any  other  part,  Bi^all  draw  mainly  from  my  note-book, 

would  neoeasarily  be  indolent  and  indisposed  written  in  haste,  and  with  no  view  to 

to  heal,  preaentnig  some  peculiarities  of  ap-  publication. 

pearanoe  which  it  is  not  for  me  here  to  da-  j      .     •  mi.  -^      a.     ^ 

loibe  particukriy.    But  the  deficiency  of  "  Amiterdam.-The  moniiUg  after  my 

bkxid  may  not  be  the  only  evU.    The  IHtie  arrival  m  Amsterdam,   I  was  greatly 

that  remaina  may  become  altend  in  its  pro-  disappointed  upon  learning  that  the 

pertiea,  as  we  see  in  that  form  of  ansemia  Professors  Frofick,  father  and  son,  to 

which  occurs  in  chloroaii.    Not  only  the  whom  alone  in  this  city  I  had  letters. 
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were  Cram  home ;  and  the  mote  8o,  w  widely  propagating  the  diaease ;  while 
I  understood  that  the  maseum  of  the  the  sad  effects  upon  the  poor  guflfereis 
latter  gentleman  eontains  much  that  is  constantly  ezpo^  to  its  influeaoe*  in 
worthy  of  attentive  examination.  Un*  these  higUly  infected  localities  them* 
der  these  circumstances,  howerer,  my  selves,  cannot  easily  he  estimated.  In- 
eondnctor,  the  «a/el-<ltf-piiur«,  was  for-  steadofthissystemDr.Graham proposed 
tunately  at  no  loss,  imdertaking  at  once  to  substitute  that  followed  so  8ucee»- 
to  introduce  me  to  Professor  C.  B.  Tila^  fully  at  Guy's,  and  others  of  the  London 
nus*.  We  immediately  called  on  him,  hospitals, oflocatingthesepatientBin  the 
learned  he  was  from  home,  sought  him  wards  exactly  as  the  others  are  done, 
at  the  hospital  of  St.  Peter,  in  the  mid-  with  the  exception  that  care  be  taken 
dleofthetown,  to  which  he  is  attached,  that  the  numoer  of  typhus  cases  be 
and  found  him  in  one  of  the  wards  never  allowed  to  exceed  a  small  pro- 
paying  his  visit,  and  surrounded  with  portion  to  the  others,  whereby,  an  aver- 
eight  or  ten  elSvet.  Upon  the  intro-  a^e  degree  of  ventilation  being  main- 
daction of  the  va/e<-i/e-;9/ace  he  received  tained,  the  poiscm  is  so  diffused  and 
me  graciously,  and  prosecuted  his  weakened,  toat  few,  if  any,  injunous 
round.  I  was  greatly  astonished  at  the  effects  follow.  But  I  must  not  dilate  npon 
immense  number  of  beds  (about  70)  set  this  point,  and  conclude  by  remark- 
close  together  in  the  same  ward,cro wded,  ing,  that  the  subject  comprehends  much 
I  shoold  have  said,  to  great  excess,  more  than  the  ]>revalence  and  mortality 
Having  had  my  attention  lately  directed  of  typhus ;  that  it  include  that  scarcely 
to  the  subject  of  hospital  miasma,  I  was  less  fearful  scourge  erysipelas,  also  hoa- 
the  more  alive  to  this  state  of  matters,  pital  gangrene,  and  other  complaints ; 
I  may  here,  therefore,  remark,  in  pass-  so  that  it  is  nearly  impossible  for  a  me- 
ing,  that  Professor  Grahnm,  at  the  close  dical  man  to  enter  a  hospital  without 
of  last  session,  intrr)duced  the  topic  to  havinj^  his  attention  directed  to  these 
the  notice  of  the  Edinburgh  Medico-  most  important  topics. 
Chirurgical  Society,  in  relation  to  And  now  to  resume.  I  soon  de- 
the  great  mortality  that  occurs  from  manded  of  Professor  Tilanus  if  they 
typhus  fever  in  many  of  our  Scot-  were  not  molested  with  infectious  dis- 
tish  towns.  His  very  extensive  expe-  orders  ?  To  which  he  replied, ''  Not 
rience  of  the  disease,  both  in  Glasgow  at  all."  Upon  inquiring  into  the  cause 
and  Edinburgh,  has  led  him  to  the  con-  of  what  appeared  to  me  a  most'  extra- 
viction  that  the  plan  of  crowding  nu-  ordinary  anomaly,  he  assigned  as  the 
merous  fever  patients  into  wards  and  principal  reasons,  the  cumate,  the 
hospitals  appropriated  to  that  purpose,  lofty  roo£a  of  their  wards,  and  the  great 
under  the  idea  of  guarding  against  the  attention  which  they  paid  to  ventila- 
more  general  ravages  of  the  complaint,  tion.  The  influence  of  the  first  cause 
so  far  from  gaining  the  object  intended,  assigned  did  not  at  once  occur  to  me 
not  only  frustrates  it,  but,  moreover,  as  very  apparent,  but  upon  further 
brings  most  injurious  consequences  conversation  it  resolved  itself  into  the 
along  with  it,  from  the  injudicious  me-  fact— and  a  cause  may  be  involved— 
thod  in  which  the  plan  is  conducted,  that  Holland  is  more  exposed  to  fevers 
He  contends  that,  by  thus  overcrowding  of  an  intermittent  than  of  a  continued 
fever  cases  within  narrow  limits,  the  type,  The  power  of  the  other  two 
morbid  poison  acquires  a  virulence  causes  I  could  readily  coinprehend. 
which  acts  not  less  conspicuously  than  The  slightest  glance  was  sufficient  to 
fatally  upon  physicians,  clerks,  stu-  shew  that  this  great  establishment  had 
dents,  ana  nurses,  in  immediate  atten-  originally  been  built  not  for  the  pur- 
dance,  but  also  upon  the  multitudes  pose  of  a  hospital,  but  for  some  other 
who  must  come  casually  within  its  use:  if  I  remember  right,  it  had  been 
range,  and  who,  after  being  affected,  some  great  convent,  or  other  religious 
Comming^le  with  their  relatives  and  institution,  and  had  been  converted  to 
friends    in    their   own   dwellings,  so  the  purposes  it  now  subserved.     Its 

~ appearance,  therefore,  was  something 

ti«.'5SSSS;Jt^n5?^nSSSS,'SS;?:SS  2s  ^^7  dlftn^nt  &««  what  we  ««  fiunjUar 

connected  withauniverttty,  nor  even  to  tetclien  With  m  regular  bmlt  hospitals.     The 

recopiiied  by  lome  competent  authority.   I  need  loftiness  of  the  roof  Struck  me  as  some- 

SX!ff^*Si^5!Sffe*  wS|ll^.SS1;  thine  altogether  out  of  pn,portion.  and 

■otthe  Mttof  annivertity.  as  if  two  Stones  had  been  thrown  into 
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one,  which,  whilst  it  seemed  uncom-  Professor  Tilanus  also  conducted  me 

fortable,  and  had  its  attendant  disad-  to  a  pathoiogical  musenm  connected 

vantages,  might  at  the  same  time  not  be  with  tneho8pital,of  considerable  extent, 

without  its  corresponding  benefits.    It  and  to  whien  they  were  evidently  mak- 

cottld  not  bat  contribnte  ^eatly  to  the  ing  many  additions,  undoubtedly  to  the 

important  item  of  ventilation ;  and  this,  ereat  adoitional  interest  of  all  the  me- 

with  the  national  virtue,  carried  often,  aical  officers  concerned.    The  prepare- 

I  believe,  to  excess,  and  which  must  be  tions  appeared  to  be  made  with  skill 

seen,  ere  it  will  be  credited,  cannot  fail  and  judgment.    I  inquired  if  they  had 

to  operate  powerfully.    The  beds  con-  any  specimens  of  the  united  fracture 

sisted  of  deep  wooden  boxes,  with  abun*  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone  within 

dance  of  bed  clothes,  as  well  as  curtains ;  the  capsule,  and  he  immediately  showed 

and  this  in  the  oppressive  heats  of  sum-  me  two  dry  and  one  moist,  which  had  a 

mer;  and  yet,  accordingtothe  Professor,  distinct  compact  line  of  ossification 

they  had  no  vermin :  no  ordinary  proof  running  across,  very  close  to,  and  par- 

of  Dutch  cleanliness.  Prof.  Tilanus  in-  tially  through,  the  head,    which  he 

formed  me  thattyphut^  such  as  we  were  regarded,  and,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  cor- 

iamiliar  with  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  rectly,  as  unec^ivocal  cases  of  the  kind, 

was  nearly   unknown    among  them ;  Professor  Tilanus  advised  me  to  see 

that  they  rarely  saw  the  disease  de-  another   hospital    belonging    to    the 

scribed  under  that  name,  so  prevalent  town,  and  situated  beyond   its   pre- 

in  Edinburgh  and  6las«>w ;  and  not  cincts.     Thither,  accoiningljr,^  I  went, 

more  frequently  in  the  hospital  than  and  was  very    favourably    impressed 

beyond  its  precincts.    That  tney  some-  with    G.  £.  V.  Schneevoogt,  doctor 

times  had  what  he  called  typhoid  fever,  of  medicine,  surgery,  and  obstetricy, 

by  which  he  understood  ^vers  with  a  finding  him  a  very  plensant,   intelli- 

low  or  typhoid  type,  he  meant  not  to  gent  man,  apparently  about  the  age 

deny;   but  then  they  did  not  spread,  of  twenty-three,  but  really,  as  he  told 

nor  were  they  a  serious  source  of  mor-  me,  thirty.     He  is  the  resident  paid 

tality.    Tilanus  is  surgeon  to  the  hos-  physician,  and  has  held  the  office  some 

pital;   and  he  stated  that  they  were  three  or  four  years.    In  this  institution 

quite  as  little  annoved  by  erysipelaSf  there  are  four  clames  of  patients --com- 

and  not  more  by  hospital  gangrene,  mon    medical    and  surgical,  l3ring-in 

It  was  now  fourteen  years,  he  informed  women,  insane,  and  syphilitic.    The 

me,  since  he  undertook  the  duties  of  building,  like  that  of  the  city  hospital, 

his  office :  he  succeeded  to  an  individual  was  not  constructed  for  a  medical  estsr 

advanced  in  yenrs,'and  who  had  not  per-  blishment,  and  hence  Dr.  Schneevoogt 

haps  exercised  all  the  vigilance  which  considered  it,  in  many  particulars,  very 

was  desirable ;  at  all  events,  under  his  objectionable.     It  had  the  same  im- 

regime  the  last  named  disease  had  been  mensely  long  wards,    conveying   the 

both  prevalent  and  fiital ;  and  it  was  impression  Uiat  you  could  not  see  from 

not  till  after  the  space  of  two   long  one  end  of  them  to  the  other ;  and  the 

years,   and  only  with   infinite   care,  same    high   roofs,    which  the  doctor 

that  he  (Tilanus)  at  length  succeeded  statedwereveryhotin  summer,  and  very 

in  eradicating  the   complaint      But  cold  in  winter.    At  the  moment  the 

from  diat  day  to  this  they  had  seen  swallows  were  fljring  freeljr  about  them, 

none  of  it ;  and  he  might  say  quite  as  coming  and  going  in  considerable  nnm- 

much  of  contagious   or  troublesome  bers.    The  oeds  were  generally  touch- 

er3rsipelas.  inj^  one  another  in  pairs,  being  boxes, 

In  leavinff  the  hospital  at  a  subse-  with  curtains,  running  quite  round  the 

auent  period  with  the  Professor,  I  saw  walls,  with  sometimes  an    additional 

the  best  part  of  a  doeen  of  male  con-  row  of  beds  in  the  middle  of  the  ward, 

valescents,    busy,    after    the    Dutch  Dr.  S.  greatly  objected  to  the  two  beds 

fiishion,  with  brush  and  pail,  in  scrub-  being  together :  the  restlessness  of  the 

btng  some  of  the  outer  passages ;  and  one  patient  often  ver^much  disturbing 

there  can  be  no  doubt  that  all  the  inte-  his  neighbour.    Against  this  and  other 

rior  parts  of  the  premises  receive  a  objectionable  particulars  he  had  often 

double  portion  of  attention.    The  na-  exclaimed  to  the  ruling  authorities,  but 

tients,  I  think  he  said,  were  in  numoer  hitherto  without  success ;  finally,  how- 

from  five  to  six  hundred.  everi  he  haptd  for  better  things.    Here 
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there  was  a  rare  and  feir  field  for  inves-  ra&ged  by  themselTea ;  and  its  spread 
tigatiiiff  how  far  hoepital  miasma  could  was  never  considerable.  Dr.  S.  was 
be  dissipated  and  controlled.  educated  at  Leyden.  His  courtei^ 
Dr.  Scbneevoogt  was  engaged  in  his  could  not  have  been  exceeded ;  ana, 
usual  round  when  I  entered,  and  po-  upon  the  whole,  he  apfieared  to  me  a 
litelv  asked  me  to  accompany  him.  fine  specimen  of  a  sensible  physiciao. 
With  his  carriage,  and  attention  to  his  kind,  and  well  informed  withal, 
patients,  1  was  much  pleased,  kind  and  In  concluding  these  brkf  obaerm* 
yet  firm ;  and  nothing  of  his  practice  tions  concerning  these  Amsterdam  hoa- 
certainly  occurred 'within  my  observa*  pitals^  I  may  remaik,  in  one  instance, 
tion  as  objectionable.  V(e  spent  a  that  the  data  supplied  b^  them  regard- 
considerable  time  in  the  wards  for  the  ing  typhus  and  other  infectious  dia- 
insane,  and  many  minute  inquiries  orders  corresponds  with  thoae  I  ob- 
were  mads  as  to  the  state  of  the  unfor-  tained  in  other  places  npon  the  cfmti- 
tunate  inmates.  We  went  from  ward  nent,  all  making  against  the  plan  of 
to  ward,  and  bed  to  bed,  as  in  the  other  congregating  the  cases  together,  and  in 
departments  of  the  hospital,  and  lis*  demonstrating  the  innocuousness  c^ 
tened  to  the  tale  of  many  a  poor  suf«  baring  them  commingled,  within  oer- 
ferer.  Some,  too,  we  saw  sufficiently  tain  limits,  among  patients  with  other 
violent,  to  use  no  harsher  term ;  and  and  different  diseases, 
the  doctor's  calm  self-possession,  and 

authoritative  vet  mild  tone  and    de<        Utrecht,  —  Before   taking  leave  of 

meanor,  struck  me  as  admirable.  I  did  Professor  Tilanus,  I  requested  him  to 

not  see  one  patient  under  physical  re*  favour  me  with  a  letter  of  introduction 

straint    The  keys  of  certain  doors  were  to  Utrecht — a  demand  with  which  he 

entrusted  to  some,  and  a  variety  of  immediately  complied,  furnishing  me 

trifling  subordinate  duties  to  others  of  with  one  to  Dr.  J.  L.  C.  Schroeder  van 

the  convalescents;   and  the  intimate  der  Eolk,  professor  of  anatomy  and 

acquaintance  of  the  attendant  with  the  physiology  m  the  University,  and  which 

cases  under  his  charge,  and  their  re*  abundantly  met  all  my  wants.    I  called 

spectful  and  confiding  bearing  towards  npon  the  Professor  the  morning  after 

hun,  impressed  me  strongly  with  the  my  arrival  in  that  fine  old  city  between 

mildness  and  judiciousness  of  his  treat*  eij^ht  and  nine  o'clock.     At  first  I  was 

ment.     Their   out-door   accommoda*  afraid  there  might  be  some  difficulty  as 

lion  was  very  confined ;    but    many  to  our  medium  of  communication,  he 

were  there  amusing  themselves.    I  was  having  as  little  English  as  I  had  Duteh ; 

also  gratified  with  the  lying-in  depart*  his  French,  too,  was  meagre ;  hot,  on 

ment.    A  group  of  eight  or  ten,  in  ex*  his  adopting  the  Latin,  with  all  its 

pectancy  of  their  confinement,  sitting  peculiarities  of  pronunciation,  and  I 

round  a  table,  and  busied  with  their  the  French,  we  got  on  most  satisfae* 


timony  as  to  the  occurence  of  infectious  terested  in  whatever  concerned  the  dia- 

disorders  in  his  hospital  difiered  some*  eases  of  the  eye,  he  nsheied  me  into 

what  from  that  of  Professor  Tilanus  in  his  private  museum,  which,  though  net 

the  dtjr  one.    The  crowding  of  this  very  large,appeared  select,  and,  I  should 

institution  struck  me  as  greater  than  in  think,  valuable.     He  turned  to  the 

the  other,  although  the  number  of  psi-  section  containing  preparationB  of  the 

tients  was  somewhat  less.      He   ufr>  eye,  and  immediately  began  to  expound 

formed  me  that  they  sometimes  had  lus  views  concerning  some  of  the  dia- 

erjrsipelas  of  indigenous   growth  and  eaaes  of  that  orpn.    He  dways  beflan 

fatal  result :  not,  however,  to  a  great  his  demonstration  with   the   healthy 

extent,  nor  as  a  frequent  occurrence,  structure,  and  followed  it  up  with  the 

but  yet  quite  enough  to  require  all  their  diseased ;  an  excellent  method,  whid^ 

circumspection.  Tnis  was  likewise  true  he  insisted  was  the  only  true  one.    His 

of  typhus,  though  to  a  leas  extent;  preparations  of  the  eye  upon  th^e 

the    prevailing  type  of  fevers  being  shelves  were  not  cumeroos,  but  truly 

intermittent    The  cases  of  typhus  were  beautiful,  quite  maintaining  the  hi^ 

never  separated  horn  the  test,  nor  ar-  character  of  the  Dutch  school.    A  very 
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few  detaib  will  prove  this.    He  first  to  pathological  illostrationg :  and  first, 

shewed  me  an  injected  retina  preserved  from  a  preparation  he  put  into  my 

in  spirits,  the  arteries  being  red,  the  hand,  contended  that  the  contagions,  or 

veins  white,  and  I  easily  recognised  Egyptian  offhtkalmia^  was  essentially  a 

them  freely  anastomosing  with  each  disease  arising  from  an  inflammatory 

other.    He  then  put  into  my  hands  a  condition  of  the  Meibomean  glands, 

preparaticm  of  the  hnman  adult  eye,  in  The  preparation,  at  all  events,  was  a 

which,  with  the  helpof  my  glass,  1  could  striking  one,  and  having  no  recollection 

easily  recognise  tne  long  and  short  of  ever  seeing  the  like  elsewhere,  I  shall 

hyaloid  vessels,  va*a  longa  ei  brevim  describe  it.    It  represented  what  the 

membranm  kyaloideiB^  the  former  rang-  Ptofessor  stated  to  be  a  pure  instance 

ing  from  the  posterior  part  of  the  mem-  of  the  diseased  state  of  the  above- 

brane  forwards,  the  latter  taking  their  named  glands,  their  texture  alone  being 

origin  from  the  zonula  Zinnii.    I  for-  implicated.      In   the  specimen   they 

get  not  that  recent  anatomists  tell  us  ^  appeared  distinctly  in  the  form  of  a 

to  quote,  for  example,  Mr.  Dalrymple —  thick  mass  of  glands,  entangled  and 

^  that  in  the  adult  eye  no  blood-vessels  matted  together,  yet  retaining  much  of 

are  perceptible  in  the  vitreous  body  %  their  regular  bea^like  form,  lying  upon 

our  most  successful  injections  having  the  inner  surface  of  the  upper  eye-lid« 

totally  frdled  to  give  colour,  even  in  The  mass  must  have  been  nearly  a 

the  slightest  deme,  to  this  structure."  quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  and  extended 

(Anal,  of  the  Human  Eye,  p.  113.)  from  one  end  of  the  lid  to  the  other, 

Not  so,  assuredly,  in  the  Ruyschian  The  history  of  the  case  had  been,  as 

injections   of   Professor   Vanderkolk.  above  stated,  one  of  protracted  and 

He  probably  at  the  same  time  admitted,  distinct  Egyptian  ophthalmia,  and  that 

though  1  think  we  had  no  conversation  the  phenomena  occurred  in  such  a  case 

(«  the  point,  that  those  vessels  which,  it  would  be  unwarrantable  to  deny* 

in  the  normal  state,  conveyed  colourless  But  that  this  disease  of  these  glands 

fluid,  had,  under  the  act  of  injection,  constitutes,  in  the  ordinary  run  of  con- 

reedvad  the  coloured  particles.     He  tagious  ophthalmia,  the  parts  primarily 

then  shewed  me,  in  the  foetal  eye,  the  and  essentially  implicated,  is  fiur  from 

long  artery  of  the  lens,  coursing  from  clear ;  and  ti^e  opinion  may  be  a  proof 

the  point  where  the  optic  nerve  enters  only  of  hasty  generalization.    In  speak- 

the  globe  to  the  posterior  surfiMseof  the  ing  subsequently  with  Professor  Wurt- 

capsule  of  the  crystalline,  and  stated  zer,  of  Bonn,  who  has  had  abundant 

that  never  having  been  able  to  inject  opportunities  of  recently  investigating 

the  vessel  in  the  adult,  he  hence  in-  tne  disease  as  it  occurred  among  the 

ferred  positively  that  even  in  the  earli*  Prussian  troops  on  the  Rhine,  he  in- 

est  years  it  fiided  and  disappeared.    Its  formed  me  that  in  all  his  researches  be 

Sresence,  containing  red  blood,  would,  had  never  seen  such  a  pathological 

e  contended,  intenere  with  the  per-  phenomenon ;  a  remark  confirmed  by 

fection  of  vision.    He  said  nothing  of  my  own  previous  observation  in  the 

Cloquetfs  hymioid  eunmL    Another  pre-  many  cases  I  watted  in  the  hospital 

paration,  fceautifnUy  fine,   most   dis-  of  the  Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea,  and 

tinctly  exhibited  wim  the  glass  count-  which  may  be  substantiated   by  the 

less  very  fine  vessels  passing  from  the  experience  of  many  other  medical  men* 

xMurls  eUiaru  to  the  anterior  capsule  Upon  the  subject  of  gltmcoma  the  Pro* 

of  the  lens,  and  quite  covering  it  with  fessor  was  stall  more  copious  and  im- 

the  finest  gossamer  netrwork  of  red  presstve,  taking  far  his  text  another 

vessels :  this,  he  stated,  was  an  injee*  very  valuable,  ont  also,  I  should  think, 

tion  of  the  parts  in  their  normal  oon^  somewhat  rare  preparation,  and  makr 

dition ;  ana,  once  more,  for  I  must  ing  it  to  Stand  as  the  type  of  all  ^hm- 

bring^esedetaolstoaclose,  in  another  comatous  afiections.     This  specimen 

preparation  I  saw  equally  distinctly  consisted  of  a  section  of  the  eye  in  the 

the  vessels  of  an  eve  which  had  nre-  antero  -  posterior  diameter    or    axis, 

viously  been  healthy,  running  from  whereby  there  was  exhibited  a  very 
die  tunica  adnata,  over  that  portion  of  considerable  efiusion,  on  both  sides  of 
the  organ  which  covers  the  surfiace  of    the  optic  nerve,  of  coagulable  lymph, 

the  cornea.  tymjuia  piattiea^  in  various  detached 
After  such  anatmnieal  demonstra-    portions  between  the  choroid  coat  and 
tions  aa  these,  the  Professor  proceeded    the  retina,  whereby  they  were  very 
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Gonsidenblf  uparaCed  in  that  part  of  aonnal  tissue.    As  in  tliis  portion  of 

the  globe,  and  the  retina,  with  the  the  pleura,  so  it  was  equally  oonapicu- 

Titreous    iiumour,    was     compressed,  ons  in  another  preparation— a  case  of 

Sickered,  and  distinctly  forced  forward,  lymph  effused  Mtween  the  pleura  eo*- 
easoning  from  diis  state  of  parts,  he  talis  and  pulmonalis,  the  bndle  cross- 
arcped,  that  glaucoma  consists  essen-  in^  like  a  regular  bridge,  and  in  thia 
tiiQly  of  an  inflammation  between  the  evidently    adventitious     membmnooa 
choroid  and  the  retina,  and  chiefly  of  bridge  were  the  lymphatics  oounin^ 
the  former,  so  diat  the  latter  is  displaced  their  way  as  conspicuously  as  in  the 
and  misshapen,  appearing  concave  when  other  parts.    Avoiding  nil  disquisitioiii 
minutely  examined  by  me  oculist,  and  upon  this  truly  interesting  pointy  1  con- 
so  is  rendered  unfit  for  discharging  its  tinne   the  stunt,  it  may  be  meagre, 
important  functions ;  the  greenish  co-  notices  of  my  notes.    Are  these  specie 
lour  being  nothing  more  than  the  effect  mens  unique,  and  is  this  demonstratioo 
produced  uy  the  lymph,  as  seen  through  new  ?    It  is  to  me ;  and  the  Professor 
the  vitreous  humor.    The  choroid  and  evidently  considers  it  as  a  discovery, 
sclerotic  are  necessarily  somewhat  com-        It  would  appear  that  I  had  not  in- 
pressed  by  this  morbid  process,  and  quired  of  my  intelligent  informant  if 
nence  the  dull  pain  which  usually  is  ne  had  discovered  any  lymphatics  in 
attendant   npon   the    complaint.     In  the  eye;  an  omission  I  the  more  regret 
short,  there  were  none  of  the  pheno-  as  it  is  stated  by  Muller  that  no  lym- 
mena  of  the  disease  which  the  Pro-  phatics  have  been  yet  discovered  in  the 
fessor's  ingenuity  did  not  enable  him  interior  of  the  organ ;  and  by  Mr.  Dal- 
to  explain  upon  this  hypothesis,  which  rymple,  that  at  present  there  is  no 
it  would  be  out  of  place  to  discuss  here,  positive  proof  of  the  existence  of  ab» 
and  which  I  shall  therefore  leave  to  sorbent  vessels  in  the  globe,  nor  inde^ 
the  reflections  of  the  reader.  of  any  other  than  certain  minute  grs- 
Bui  minute,  and  unique  it  may  be,  as  nules    occasionally    observed   at   the 
some  of  the  Professor's  preparations  are  inner   side   of   the  lachrymal  gland, 
on  the  structure  and  diseases  of  the  Under  these  circumstances,  I  shall  be 
eye,  I  Mt  they  yielded  in  interest  to  excused  for  quoting  a  sentence  from 
others  bearing  upon  the  history  of  the  another  page  of  mv  note-book  under 
lymphatics.      I  here  allude  to  their  the  head  of  Heidelberg.     In  casually 
existence  not  in  any  normal  structure,  examining  Professor  Tiedemann's  mu- 
however  minute,  but  in  new  and  ab-  seum,  m^  attention  was  attracted  by  a 
normal  parts,  such  as  in  the  efiusiona  preparation  of  the  eye  in  which  the 
and  adventitious  membranes  which  in-  wmphatics  of  the  cornea  were  beauti- 
flammation  often  leaves  between  the  folly  injected  with  quicksilver.     An 
separate  layers  of  serous  membranes,-  appearance  of  this  sort  may,  I  know, 
and  where,  beyond  dispute,  they  must  be  fallacious,  and  therefore  I  the  more 
be  newly-formed  lympnatics  in  parts  regret  I  had  no  conversation  with  the 
themselves  new !    All  this  I  saw  most  learned  Professor  on  this  interesting 
satisfactorily  made  out    The  first  pre-  preparation.    Here  I  must  now  leave 
paration  placed  in  my  hand  was  of  this  the  matter,  in  the  hope  that  renewed 
nature.    The  pleura,  on  its  sacral  as-  attention  may  be  directed  to  die  sub- 
pect,  had  been  inflamed,  had  thrown  ject. 

out  coagulabk  lymph,  which,    by  a       After  several  hours  thus  most  kindly 

considerable  bridle,  connected  it  with  a  devoted  to  my  service.  Professor  Van* 

part  of  the  diaphragm.    The  surface  of  derkolk  begged  my  acceptance  of  two 

this  connection  was  not  less  than  an  small  Treatises,  the  one  by  himself,  in 

inch  or  two  in  extent,  and  the  bridle  Dutch,  on  some  of  the  Diseases  of  the 

varied  from  a  ouarter  of  an  inch  to  Eye ;  and  the  other  a  Thesis,  in  Latin, 

an  inch  in  lengtn.    The  lymphatics  of  embodying  his  discoveries  concerning 

these  parts  having  been  injected  with  new  vessels,  arteries,  veins,  and  lym- 

quicksilver,  the  vessels  of  this  system  phatics  in  pseudo-membranes,  by  his 

belonging  to  the  lungs  and  pleura  were  pupil,  Dr.  Lespinasse,  and  published 

very  conspicuous :  not  less  so  those  of  m  Utrecht  during  the  present  year, 

the  diaphragm ;  and  thirdly,  not  less  He  moreover  indicated  those  objects  in 

apparent   than   either,   were   distinct  the  city  which  he  regarded  as  most 

beaded  lymphatics  running  along  the  worthy  of  my  attention,  and  which,  in 

eflttsed  membranes  connecting  the  two  addition  to  the  Touris  Hospital,  con- 
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sisted  of  the  Military  Hospital,  under  wax  preparations.  One  of  the  employit 
the  able  care,  as  he  expressed  it,  of  in  the  museum  informed  me,  (for  the 
Dr.  Kerst,  and  the  Vetennary  School,  ereat  naturalist  I  missed  seeing,)  that 
the  only  one  in  Holland,  and  which  he  tneir  lists  of  specimens  of  animals 
considered  as  exaellent,  and  also  the  amounted  in  all  to  127*692,  not  includ- 
Museum  of  the  Academy,  or  of  Blue-  ing  eggs,  nests,  minerals,  &c.  The 
land,  and  that  of  Professor  Lidth,  de-  Comparative  Anatomy  Museum  con- 
voted  chiefly  to  natural  history.  The  nected  with  the  University,  inclnd- 
Musenm  of  the  Academy,  having  Blue-  in?  human,  healthy,  and  morbid,  is  also 
land  for  its  founder,  has  been  esta-  a  fine  collection,  though  infinitely  be-> 
blished,  and  is  ^very  much  maintained,  neath  the  preceding.  Several  of  its 
at  the  government  expense,  and  merits  preparations  attracted  my  attention  as 
the  highest  encomiums.  The  speci-  singular ;  but  with  notices  of  these  I 
mens  are  very  numerous,  and  exceed-  will  not  trouble  you. 
ingly  well  prepared ;  and  those  in  wax,  I  perceive  by  Mr.  Lee's  account,  that 
coloured  to  tne  life,  and  consisting  of  he  considered  that  obstacles  were  here 
human  and  comparative  anatomy,  as  thrown  in  his  way  of  visiting  the  hos- 
of  fishes,  birds,  &c.,  carefully  dissected,  pitals,  an  experience  which  he  more- 
are  not  the  least  striking.  Among  over  slates  is  by  no  means  unfrequent ; 
others  were  three  series  illustrating  whence  he  infers  there  must  have  been 
the  evolution  of  the  young  bird  in  the  much  to  conceal ;  and  from  this  and 
hen,  duck,  and  goose,  each  amounting  other  circumstances,  he  concludes  that 
to  twenty-one  in  number,  and  well  ex-  the  sciences  must  be  in  a  very  back* 
faibiting  what  art  can  do.  But  I  must  ward  state  throughout  Holland.  For 
not  dilate ;  and  the  more  so  that  cir-  the  reason  just  hinted  at,  I  cannot 
cumstanoes  very  much  nrevented  me  speak  to  this  point :  I  made  no  attempt 
from  availing  myself  of  tnose  fecilities  to  visit  the  hospital,  and  could  tbere- 
which  were  every  where  promptly  af-  fore  meet  with  no  rebuff.  Such  treat- 
forded,  ment,  after  that  which  I  received  at 

Amsterdam  and  Utrecht,  would  indeed 
heyden, — At  Leyden,  whither  I  went  have  suprised  me ;  and  after  this,  and 
without  any  introduction,  I  was  greatly  my  whole  experience  being  of  a  uniform 
delighted  with  all  I  saw ;  including  and  contrary  kind,  I  cannot  quite  dis- 
the  Botanic  Garden,  the  Antiquarian  miss  the  suspicion  that  the  learned  gen- 
Museum  (Egyptian  and  £truscan),  the  tleman's  criticism  may  be  somewhat 
Comparative  Anatomy  Museum  under  too  hasty,  as  well  as  too  general. 
Sandiford,  and,  most  of  all,  the  Natural  Your  valuable  periodica],  sir,  I  doubt 
History  Museum,  under  Temminck,  not  finds  its  way  into  Holland,  where 
which  last  so  engrossed  my  attention  every  thin^  especially  bearing  upon 
that  it  left  me  but  little  time  to  inquire  the  native  institutions,  if  I  may  judge 
after  other  objects  I  should  liked  to  from  instances  I  have  elsewhere  noticed, 
have  seen.  Au  I  witnessed  appeared  is  received  with  intense  interest.  The 
in  high  order,  and  admirable  in  its  experience  and  remarks  ofMr.  Lee  were 
kind.  It  would  be  out  of  place  to  certainly  not  of  a  very  flattering  cha- 
dwell  here  upon  the  wonders  of  the  racter:  and  on  the  contrary,  expres- 
Natural  History  Museum, which,though  sive  of  dissatisfaction,  not  to  say  of  cen- 
not  originated  by  the  great  Temminck,  sure.  The  experience  of  others,  how- 
has  assuredly  been  much  indebted  to  ever,  may  be  different,  and  as  for  my 
him  for  its  present  richness  and  splen-  own,  your  readers  must  agree  in  think- 
dour;  and  to  which  he  is  still  adding  ing  that  after  being  the  recipient  of  so 
as  fast  and  as  much  as  ever.  It  much  courtesy  and  kindness  in  my 
impressed  me  at  the  time  as  being  one  passing  visit,  and  which  could  have 
of  the  finest  I  have  seen  in  Europe ;  oeen  rendered  for  no  personal  merit, 
a  remark  which  my  recollection  of  the  but  solely  from  my  professional  stand- 
Paris  one,  and  my  subsequent  observa-  ing  as  a  British  practitioner,  I  should 
tion  throughout  Germany,  do  not  in-  be  sadly  wanting  in  correct  feeling  if  I 
validate.  The  whole  specimens  ap-  did  not  embrace  some  opportunity  of 
peared  to  be  accurately  arranffed  ac-  eodeavourinff,  in  the  name  of  that  pro- 
cording  to  the  Cuvierian  classincation,  fession  to  wnich  I  have  the  honour  to 
from  man  downwards ;  and  it  seemed  belong,  as  well  as  in  my  own,  to  return 
as  rich  in  skeletons  as  in  stuffed  and  not  only  my  cordial  thanks  for  so  many 
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civilities,  bat  also  to  express  my  deep  she  had  an  attack  of  scarlet   fever, 

sense  of  many  obligations,  and  liKewise  and  from  this  period  her  health  dc^ 

to  reciprocate  those  sentiments  of  ur-  dined,  and  she  lost  flesh :  about  two 

hanity  and  kindness  with  which  the  or  three  years  afterwards,  that  is,  at  the 

Englishtravelleris  so  generally  greeted  age  of  22,  from  a  Tcry  slight  cause, 

on   the  Continent,  and  which,  alonv  merely  lifting  a  stool,  the  clavicle  was 

with  the  free  interchange  of  profession^  fractured,  and  never  united  aeain.    It 

opinion  and  experience,  are  so  abun-  must  have  been  previous  to  this  acci- 

dantly   calculated   to   invigorate    our  dent  that  the  disease  in  the  bones  com- 

minds,  and  advance  the  best  interests  menced,  as  the  facility  with  which  it 

of  science. — I  am,  sir,  gave  way  demonstrates  its  prior  exist- 

Your  obedient  servant,  ence.    It  is  of  course  impossible  to  say 

RoBBST  Hamilton,  how  early  the  softening  t^k  place ; 

One  of  the  aoraeoM  of  tiie  Edinboivb  therefcnre,  probably  a  year  at  least,  be- 

Dec.  1848.  Bye  Infirmary,  &c.  fore  this  occurrence  of  the  fracture. 

She  now  ocnnplained  of  violent  paint 


in  her  back,  and  began  to  stoop,  and 
CASE  OF  MOLLITIES  OSSIUM.  could  not  support  herself  in  the  up- 
right  posture  for  an;^  length  of  time. 

7b  the  B^ior  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  \  whitwh  sediment  in  the  urine  was 

observed,  with  a  frequent  desire  to  vtnd 

-.Si^  it,  which  was   occasionally  attended 

Finding  that  the  case  of    moUities  with  pain.    Her  spine  began  to  yidd 

ossium,  which  I  detailed  at  our  last  about  the  age  of  24  or  25 :  at  this  time 

evening  meeting,  has  excited  some  in-  die  had  paralysis  of  the  right  hand, 

terest  in  the  meoical  profession,  I  have  which  took  place  suddenly,  and  lasted 

forwarded  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  about  14  days.    She  had  no  medical 

case,  as  I  read  them  on  that  occasion,  advice.    A  visit  to  Gravesend  was  pro* 

As  I  am  anxious  to  investigate  the  posed  by  her  friends  for  the  benefit  of 

causes  of  this  peculiar  disease  more  her  health,  but  in  crossing  King  Wil- 

narrowly  than  I  nave  yet  had  the  op-  liam  Street  she  slipped  and  fell,  strik- 

portunitv  of  doing,  1  shall  feel  greatly  ing  her  knee  against  the  curb*8tone : 

obliged  by  any  information  which  any  for  this  accident  she  was  admitted  as 

of  myprofessional  brethren  can  affora  an  out-door  patient  at  the   Western 

me.   Tnere  is  one  circumstance,  which  Dispensary,  where  she  remained  about 

muststrikeevery  one  inreading  the  case,  six  months,  after  which  a  visit  to  the 

namely,  that  the  nature  of  the  disease  sea,  and  bathing  the  knee  with  salt 

was  not  even  suspected  until  she  came  water,  restored  the  limb  sufficiently  to 

under  the  c«re  of  Dr.  Conolly  and  Dr.  enable  her  to  walk.  After  her  return 

Davey— that  is,  about  six  months  prior  home,  she  followed  the  employment  of 

to  her   decease — though  the   disease  keeping  a  school ;  but  became  nervous 

roust  have  existed  at  least  ten  years.  ana  desponding.  Her  friends  remarked 

Your  obedient  servant,  great  dilference  in  her  manner  5  herdis- 

Samubl  Sollt.  position  seemed  changed  from  an  open 

**Dec^jS*?s4a***^  ""^^  amiable  temper,  to  one  of  restless- 

'    '  ness  and  suspicion.  They  became  fear- 

C.  S.,  a  young  woman,  bom  1813,  of  ful  that  she  was  going  out  of  her  mind, 

healthy  parents,  both  of  whom  are  now  She  still,  however,  continued  to  conduct 

living  and  well ;  the  mother  aged  61 ,  the  her  school  with  her  usual  attention  and 

father  66.    She  lost  one  sister  at  the  care. 

age  of  21,  of  apoplexy ;  and  a  brother  In  May  1839,  being  exposed  to  damp, 

at  the  age  of  2St  of  diseased  liver,  and  she  had  an  attack  of  acute  rheumatism, 

some  affection  of  the  head.  when  she  was  placed  under  the  care  of 

The  subject  of  the  nresent  case  en-  Mr.  Dutton,  of  York  Street,  Bryanstone 

joyed  a  good  state  of  nealth  up  to  the  Square. 

age  of  16 ;  was  well  developed,  and  in-  She  was  confined  to  her  bed  for  six 

cnnedto be  corpulent:  her  mental facul-  weeks,  and  during  the  course  of  her 

tieswereremarkably  acute:  at  this  early  dbease  she  complained  very  much  of 

age,   16,    she   held  the   situation  of  pnin  over  the  head,  but  particularly  at 

governess  in  the  family  of  a  Colonel  in  the  posterior  part    She  was  occasion- 

tne    Army.      Soon  after  she  was  19  ally  violently  delirious.     At  the  ap- 
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proach  of  convalescence  mania  set  in,  lower  extiemides ;  and  two  or  three 
and  during  its  ezistenoe  she  seised  a  months  before  her  death,  the  bones  of 
temporary  opportunity  and  attempted  her  extremities  were  observed  to  lose 
to  commit  smcide.  their  natural  direction,  and  become 
In  Auffust  1839,  she  was  removed  to  curved ;  subsequently,  fractures  took 
St.  Lnke's  Hospitiil.  At  this  time  her  place  from  the  slightest  causes.  She 
ffeneral  health  was  better  than  it  had  suffered  excruciating  pain  during  the 
ueen  for  some  time,  and  her  appetite  whole  time  she  was  in  the  asylum, 
was  good ;  but  the  ratameuia  had  which  she  referred  to  her  bones  ;  she 
ceased  for  about  three  months.  She  was  did  not  suffer  from  spasm  of  the  mus- 
much  deformed  at  this  time  about  the  cles,  as  many  of  these  cases  do,  and  the 
hip  and  shoulders,  but  not  in  her  extre-  urine,  during  Uie  whole  time  she  was 
mities.  Her  mother  states  that  she  was  at  Hanwell,  was  clear  and  natural, 
able  to  walk  for  about  six  months  after  Her  appetite  was  good,  and  all  the 
her  admission  in  the  hospital,  though  functions  duly  performed,  with  the  ex- 
suffering  a  good  deal  of  pam  i  her  mind  ception  of  the  catamenia. 
was  improving,  and  hopes  were  enter-  Large  doses  of  morphia  and  other 
tained  of  her  speedy  ana  total  recovery,  sedatives  were  administered  to  procure 
when  she  slipped  down,  aod  suffered  sleep  and  relieve  pain, 
much  at  the  time,  but  there  was  no  Her  mental  aberration  was  extremely 
fracture,  and  the  injurv  was  considered  slight. 

of  so  slight  a  nature  that  the  surgeon  Her  sufferings  were  terminated  by 

of  the  institution  was  not  consulted  death  on  the  28th  Oct.  1842. 

about  it    But  from  this  time  the  mother  •      •       ^  i    >  ^ 

states  that  she  was  not  able  to  stand  Post-mortem  examination  of  the  body. 

alone ;  she  was  carried  about,  or  pushed  Hanwell,  Oct.  29th,  1842. — Height^ 

herself  from  place   to    place  on  her  measured  after  death,  4  feet  2  inches ; 

haunches ;  and  though  sne  frecjuently  great  emaciation.    Head  large  in  pro- 

scf  eamed  violently,  as  if  in  pam,  slie  portion  to  the  size  of  the  body  ;  cheH 

had  no  fit,  nor  did  she  lose  her  senses ;  very  much  deformed,  pinched  up^  and 

she  was  not  unruly,  or  at  all  maniacal ;  projecting  anteriorly,  very  narrow  from 

she  used  to  work  with  her  needle  in  her  side  to  side ;  the  ribs  appeared  widened ; 

usual  quiet  manner.    I   cannot    help  peloi»  extremely  narrow :    epin^  curved 

thinking  that  at  this  time  the  softening  forwards,  almost  at  a  rignt  angle  in  the 

progress  of  the  disease  affecting  the  upper  dorsal  and  cervical  re2:ion. 

condition  of  the  lower  extremities  was  Extremiliee :  both  clavicles  broken, 

the  sole  cause  of  her  inability  to  walk,  and  bent  at  an  acute  angle.    Head  of 

The  head  was  now  first  observed  by  the  humerus  swollen  \  shaft  of  the  left 
her  mother  to  be  enlarged,  and  the  eyes  broken  and  bent  i  radios  and  ulna 
to  project :  this  was  the  effect  of  the  slightiy  swollen,  the  right  radius  bro- 
thickening  of  the  walls  of  the  orbits,  ken ;  lower  extremities  enlarged  at  the 
After  remaining  in  St.  Luke's  thirteen  epiphyses ;  ossa  femora,  on  lK>th  sides, 
months,  she  was  dischar^d  incurable,  broxen,  that  on  the  right  side  in  one 
but  not  paralytic ;  on  this  point  I  took  place,  that  on  the  left  in  two ;  tibia  and 
care  to  assure  myself  particularly,  fibula,  on  both  limbs,  bent;  all  the 
From  this  hospital  she  went  to  the  bones  of  the  extremities  could  be  frac- 
Marylebone  Infirmary,  where  she  re-  tured  with  the  slightest  force ;  by 
mained  five  weeks ;  from  thence  she  merely  pressing  them  between  the  fin- 
was  removed  to  the  Islington  Infirmary,  ger  ana  thumb,  they  gave  and  cracked 
where  she  remained  two  months;  but  uke  a  thin-shelled  walnut.  A  section 
I  have  not  been  able  to  gain  any  par-  of  the  long  bones  showed  that  the 
ticulars  of  importance  regarding  her  osseous  structure  of  the  bone  was 
condition  in  these  institutions.  She  nearly  absorbed^  a  mere  shell  being 
was  then  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  left.  The  intenor  was  filled  with  a 
at  Hoxton  for  six  weeks ;  was  again  dark  grumous  matter,  varying  in  colour 
received  into  the  Islington  Infirmary,  from  that  of  dark  blood  to  a  reddish 
from  whence  she  was  sent  to  Hanwell  light  liver  colour :  I  could  not  detect 
on  the  11th  of  April,  1842.  any  pus  globules  in  it  under  the  micro- 

At  the  time  she  was  received  into  this  scope.    The    bones  of   the  vertebral 

asylum,  she  was  much  emaciated  and  column  and  ribs  were  similarly  afilected. 

enfeebled*  with  loss  of  power  in  her  Cranium  very  much  thickenedi  tmd  at 
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least  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  so  very  quoted  in  Che  Brit,  and  For.  Medieal 

'  soft  as  to  be  easily  cut  with  a  knife,  and  Review  from  the  Medical  Examiner,  is 

▼ery  vasctdar;    the  two  tables  were  as  follows: — '* Place  the  electromet^ 

confounded,   and    diploe    obliterated,  on  the  mantel-piece  over  a  good  fire. 

Thin  slices  of  the  cranium,  undw  the  Take  a  common-sized  chair,  with  a 

microscope,  showed  that  a  considerable  back  to  it,  of  such  a  height,  that  the 

alteration  had  taken  place  in  its  ulti-  feet  resting  on  the  floor  the  thighs 

.mate  structure.    The  laminated  struc-  shall  be  horisontal.    Sit  towards  the 

lure  of  bodi  the  outer  and  inner  tables  front  edge  of  the  chair,  and  lean  back, 

was  extensively  absorbed.    The   Har  so  as  to  have  the  trunk  of  the  body 

verian  canals  enormously  dilated,  and  quite  relaxed ;  then  rise  quickly,  and 

the  osseous  corpuscles  diminished  in  touch  the  cover  of  the  electrometer. 

x^uantity.     Joints   all    healthy ;    car-  The  leaf  or  leaves  will  scarcely  fail  to 

tilages  perfectly  natural.  indicate  the  presence  of  electricity.    If 

Weight  of  brain,  2lbs.  S^os.,  arach-  the  first  trial  should  fail,  it  will  be 

noid  membrane  milky,   and   slightly  owing  to  the  non-observance  of  some 

thickened ;  brain  healthy ;  viscera  of  of  the  above-mentioned  conditions ;  a 

chest  perfectly  healthy ;  abdomen  ditto,  second  or  third  must  succeed.     Tlie 

^,      .    ,        ,    .     ^  ,    ,        ,  electrometer  may  also  be  placed  on  a 

Chemical  amilysu  of  the  bone  by  table  before  the  fire :  the  experimenter. 

Dr.  Leeton,  seated,  as  described,  on  a  chair  near  it. 

Medulla.  may  place  his  hand  on  the  cover,  and 

Animal  matter  ......*    24*78  then,  after  leaning  back,  he  should  lean 

Phoephate  and  Carbonate  of  Lome      1-83  a  little  forwards  and  rise  quickly,  ar 

Water 73*39  but  partially  assume  the  erect  position. 

At  the  instant  of  rising,  and  very  otbsn 

100*00  at  that  of  sitting  down  after  having 

Bone.  risen  thus,  the  electrometer  will  indi- 

AnimaH  matter  .    .    •    .    «    .    .    18*75  cate  a  large  amount  of  electricity.    I 

Phosphate  and  Carbonate  of  Lime    29*17  have  charged  a  jar  with  as  much  as 

Water 52*08  ,  could  be  detected  by  the  instrument 

•-— —  by--thus  alternately  rising  and  sitting. 

100*00  •  •  •  •     I  have  hitherto  found  my 
electricity  positive,  and  have  a  sos- 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  picion  that  the  electricity  is  different 

DR.  WILLIAM  MULLER'8  EXPERI-  ^'h^'^l  t  'dfeWed  Vfuti" «! 

MENTS  ON  THE  EVOLUTION  OP  periments.    Prevost  and  Dumas  pre- 

BLECTRICITY  PROM  THE  tend  to  have  shown  that  electricity  is 

HUMAN  BODY.  produced  during  muscnlar  contraction, 

and  Edwards  has  shown  that  the  same 

iTv.  jx    wjw     ^rsM.    M- j^    i^     JA  bodies  which  do  or  do  not  conduct 

Tb^Ae  Edtior  qftAe  Medical  Gazette.  electricity,  do  or  do  not  conduct  ner- 

*  '     1.     *.  o  1    X.        *  ,  ^®"8  power,  but  no  one,  till  now,  has 

Amongst  the  "  Selections  from   the  observed  the  relation  which  exists  be- 

American  and  Colonial  Journals"  which  tween  bodilv  motion  in  a  particular 

appeared  in  the  last  number  of  the  direction  and  a  copious  evolution  of 

Bntish  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  electricity."    (Medical  Examiner.  No. 

some  experimoits  by  Dr.  W.  Muller  viii.,  Feb.  1842.)    On  performing  the 

are  noticed, .  which  are  assumed  to  in-  experiments  above  described,  with  the 

dicatc   ;*  a    relation    between    bodily  precautions  indicated,  I  found,  on  ap- 

motion  m  a  particular  direction,  and  a  plying  my  hand  to  the  electroscope, 

copiousevolutionofelectncity."  Having  that  a  considerable  amount  of  elec- 

repeated  the  experiments  in  question,  tricity  was  extracted,  as  stated  by  Dr. 

atttfndmg  carefully  to  the  circumstances  Muller.    I  then  employed  my  arm  in 

necessary  to  their  success,  I  have  been  very  violent   muscular   exertion,  and 

led  to  attribute  the  developcment  of  the  immediately  placed  my  hand  on  the 

electricity   to  a  very  different  cause  electroscope,  but  without  the  slightest 

from  that  implied  in  the  article  re-  indication  of  the  development  of  eh?c- 

fcrred  to.  tricity.    Then  walking  triskly  up  to 

The  detail  of  the  experiments,   as  the  instrument,  and  placing  my  hand 
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Baddenly  on  the  brass  cap,  the  gold  city ;  thus  demonstrating,  I  apprehendi 

leaves  could  be  observed  sensibly  to  most  conclusively,  the  true  source  of 

-diverge,  which  effect  waa  more  apparent  the  electricity  in  Dr.  Miiller's  experi- 

on  running  suddenly  up  to  the  mstrur.  ments  to  be  no  other  than  friction  of 

ment,  and  touching  the  can.     From  appropriate  surfaces — one  of  the  ordi- 

tiiese  experiments  it  appearea  that  the  nary  means  of  producing  electrical  eK- 

eleotricity  was  developed  dnrinff  the  citation. 

muscular  movements  of  the  trunk  and  Whilst  the  above-mentioned  experi- 

lower  extremities;  but  not  during  the  ments  can  by  no  means  be  admitted  as 

action  of  the  muscles  of  the  arm --a  evidence  against  the  possibility  of  the 

oircumstance  sufficiently  anomalous  to  development  of  electricity  by  the  human 

lead  me  to  infer  some  fidlacy  in  the  body,  they  must  be  regarded,  for  the 

observations,  and  to  suspect  that  the  present  at  least,  as  altoeether  vitiating 

extrication  of  the  electricity  might  be  those  on  which  Dr.  MiiUer  has  foundea 

due  to  the  friction  of  the  clothes  asainst  his  inferences ;  for  the  same  reasoning 

the  hair  cushion  of  the  chair  in  the  act  that  would  ascribe  the  divergence  of 

of  rising,  as  well  as  in  running,  walk-  the  gold  leaves,  in  the  instances  stated, 

insN&c.  to   •♦bodily   motion"    (by  which,   of 

To  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  con-  course,  muscular  motion  is  implied), 

jectnre,  I  repeated  the  experiments,  might  as  legitimately  be  employed  to 

with  aU  the  conditions  enjoined  by  Dr.  prove  that  the  electricity  extncated  by 

Miiller,  with  the  exception  of  snbsti-  drawing  a  stick  of  sading- wax  throofi^h 

tuting  a  chair  with  a  cane  seat  in  the  silk,  depends,  not  on  the  friction  of  tne 

place  of  the  horse-hair  one,  and  a  piece  surfiuses  of  the  wax  and  silk,  but  on  the 

of  floor-eloih  beneath  my  feet  instead  contraction  of  those  muscles  of  the 

of  allowing  them  to  rest  on  the  carpet ;  arm  by  which  the  movements  necessary 

and  on  rising,  in  this  instance,  not  the  to  the  operation  are  accomplished. 

$ligkie$t  txtrietAum  ofeieetrieiiy  wms  to  I  am,  sir, 

he  oh$ervt«L    I  then  walked  ana  ran  on  Your  obedient  servant, 

a  piece  of  floor-cloth ;  but  on  placing  Jambs  H.  Prino,  M.D. 

my  hand  suddenly  on  the  electroscope  Batb,  Dec.  M,  isis, 

as  before,  no  divergence  of  the  leaves  

ensued.     Thus  for,  then,  the  experi-  

ments  seemed  to  show  that  some^ing  ^^  ™E  nature  and  curb 

more  than  mere  '*  bodily  motion  in  a  OF  BLINDNESS  PRODUCED  BY 

particular  direction''  was  necessary  to  OIL  OF  VITRIOL. 

effect  the  divergence  of  the  gold  leaves,  «    ^ t.  ^  ,.  ^ 

and.ppe««dtotendcoii«dl«blecon:  A  *^'"' ^•^""T''',^;  A 

firmnfiSTto  my  conjectoni.  req,^ng  ''"'^^ZSL^ct^SS^i  fcSfd?^^ 

the  cause  of  this  phenomenon.    Being  ofGiaf^ow. 

anxious,  .however,  to   detennine   the  (p^  j,^  j^„g^„  ^^^i  Gazette.) 

question  in  a  still  more  deosive  man-  ^ 

ner,  the  following  experiments  were 

made.  Taking  an  ample  fold  of  \elj  ^t  the  meeting  of  the  British  Associa- 
coat  in  my  hand,  and  sweeping  it  sua-  tion,  which  met  at  Glasgow  in  1840, 
denly  over  the  hair  cushion  of  the  the  author  proposed  an  operation  by 
chair,  I  applied  it  immediately  to  the  which  he  consiaered  that  bundnessand 
electroscope,- when  the  leaves  instantly  opacity  of  the  cornea,  produced  by  the 
diveiged,  indicating,  in  the  most  deli-  action  of  sulphuric  acid,  miffht  be  re- 
cate  manner,  the  sh^test  movement  of  medied.  This  view  was  founded  on  the 
my  foot,  so  long  as  it  touched  the  car-  following  considerations.  The  basis  of 
pet ;  but  if  the  »ame  mutcniar  move'  animal  matter,  according  to  the  most 
meuti  were  employed  by  swinging  the  recent  researches  of  chemists,  appears 
limb  backwaros  and  forwards,  taking  to  be  a  substance  termed  protein,  con- 
care  to  avoid  its  grazing  the  carpet,  no  sisting  of  C40  Hsi  N5  On  which  can  be 
electricity  was  evolved.  These  experi-  readily  prepared  from  albumen,  fibrine, 
ments  were  then  repeated  with  the  &c.  by  solution  in  caustic  alkali  and  pre- 
cane  chair  and  floor-cioth,  but  without  cipitation  by  acetic  acid.  This  substance 
the  slightest  manifestation  of  electri-  appears  to  be  a  base,  and  combines 

7S8. — XXXI.  2  L 
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with  acids.    When  snlj^hnrifi  aold  k    pferent  the  acid  from  extcndlDg  to  the 
hroqgfatincontactirithit,a  fine  white    mucons  memhmne  of  the  eyelidp}  a 
substance  is  fonned,  which  may  be  oh-    pieoe  of  lint  dipped  in  a  solution  of  car- 
tained  in  the  state  of  a  white  powder,  by    Donate  of  soda  was  then  applied  to  the 
careful  washing  and  drying.    It  may  he    eye,  and  the  animal  left  sit  rest  for  five 
convenientlvproducedDysaturatingthe    minutes.     On  removinji^  the  lint  the 
crystalline  lens  of  the  eye  in  a  mortar    cornea  presented  a  white  appearaaoe» 
along  with  sulphuric  add.  This  acid  is    and  was  obviously  q/aite  opaque.  Hay- 
termed  ttdphoproteie  acid,  and  its  foe-    ing  secured  the  eyelids,  the  conjunctiva 
mula  is  Pr-i"  SOi .  The  conjunctiva,  the    was  removed  bv  means  of  a  pair  of 
membrane  which  covers  the  cornea,  a    scissors,  assistea  bv  a  scalpel  and  for* 
transparent  part  of  ^e  eye,  contains  as    oeps,  and  the  denuded  cornea  was  then 
its  basis  jirplwii.    If  we  therefore  briii^   scraped  by  means  of  the  scalpel,  until 
sulphuric   acid  in  contact   with  this    it  appeared  to  be  deprived  of  its  white 
aaembrane,nilpA0/ino(Mc  acid  is  fonned,    opacity.    A  slight  degree  of  dulness 
and  opacity  or  m^  transparent  cornea    remained,  which  appears  to  have  pn>- 
tahes  place.    This  is  the  result  whoi,    ceeded  from  the  exudation  on  the  sor* 
hy  accident  or  intention,  sulphuric  acid    face  of  the  cornea ;  for  in  a  day  or  two 
foils,  or  is  thrown  upon  the  person.  *  It    the  perfect  transparency  of  that  mem- 
was  a  case  where  a  corrosive  liquid    branc  wqs  restored,  and  the  animal 
was  thrown  crimitially  at  the  head  of  a   lived  for  many  weeks,  with  complete 
woman,  that  attracted  &e  author's  at-    vision  of  the  eye.  Dr.  Krauss,  of  London, 
tention  to  the  sutgeet    He  found,  hy    who  assisted  the  author  in  the  experi- 
making  a  series  of  experiments  upon    ment,  and  to  whom  the  dog  belonged, 
the  eyes  of  dead  animals,  that  when  sui^    satisfied  himself  that  the  eye  which  nad 
phunc  acid  is  appUed  to  the  cornea,    been  operated  on  retained  as  perfect 
a  layer  of  sulphoproteic  acid  is  pro-    vision  as  that  of  the  other  eye,  until  the 
dnced,   which   mav   be  removed   by    death  of  the  animal  some  waelu  after- 
means  of  a  sharp-edg^  knife ;  and  that    wards  from  an  accidental  cause, 
even  after  dissecting  ofiT  the  first  layer,       The  author  has  been  induced  to  give 
a  second  application  of  the  acid  will    publicity  to  this  successful  experiment, 
produce  a  new  laver  of  sulphoproteic    hecanse  he  considers  that  he  has  seen 
acid ;  which  may  be  excised,  or  torn  off   eyes  which  might  probably  have  thus 
in  a  similar  manner ;  and  in  this  way,    been  restored  to  vision  if  the  operation 
that  the  whole  of  the  cornea  may  be    had  been  performed  immadmiefy  alker 
successively  divided  into   a  series  of    the  nenpi  of  the  injury.    The  animal 
lasers,  corresponding  in  some  degree    did  not  appear  to  suffer  pain,  except 
with  the  natural  structure  of  that  mem-    when  any  fluid  came  in  contact  with 
brane.  This  method  presents,  in  short,    the  eyelids. 

an  excellent  mode  of  demonstratmg    

anatomically  the  layers  of  the  cornea. 

Having  found  that  the  opacity  was    THE  FUNCTION  07  THE  SPLEEN. 

completely  removed  by  the  excision  of  — ^ 

tiie  layer  of  sulphoproteic  add  on  ^e        ^  ^^  soitm'  qftJU  Medieai  Gmtetf. 

dead  ammal,  it  was  conceived  that  the 

idea  of  performing  the  operation  upon  a  S'  ^ » 

living  animal  was  justifiable.    Accord-    In  your  journal  of  the  25th  qlt  is  a 

ingly  a  dog  waa^lected  as  the  subject    letter,  signed  "  A  Contributor,"  which 

of  experiment ;  it  Was  properly  secured    contains  some  strictures  upon  my  Essay 

on  a  table,  and  a  muzzle  was  applied,    on  the  Nature  and  Causes  of  Epileps^Tt 

so  as  to  prevent  it  from  using  its  teeth,    fte.    Your  oorrespondoit  confines  hia 

It  was  considered  also  that  it  should  be    remarks  entwely  to  the  physiology  of 

kept  as  steady  as  possible,  in  order  to    the  spleen,  and  denies  in  tot9  ttiat  it  is 

give  a  fiiir  chance  to  the  experiment,    subservient  to  the  portal  circulation,  by 

The  end  of  aglass  rod  dipped  m  vitriol,    affirming  that  *<  there  is  no   ground 

was  rubbed  over  the  transparent  part  of    whatever  for  believing  it  to  be  a  vitally 

the  eye;  white  opacity  was  produced  in    contractile  organ."    Mow  I  am  ready 

a  few  seconds.  Tne  action  was  allowed    to  admit,  and  I  do  admit,  that  there  is 

to  continue  for  two  minutes,  the  eyelids    considerable  force  in  some  of  Uie  objeo* 

being  carefully  kept  aside,  in  order  to    tions  of  your  contributor.   His  remarks 
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«pon  my  esplAiiatioft  why  lofts  of  the  efibeted  by  omic  ekatidty,  then  the 
spleen  is  not  fatal,  are  ui>on  the  whole  oootraeCion  of  the  distendbed  penis  is 
just :  and  I  foither  admit,  that  if  no  effected  by  meve  elasticity :  but  if  the 
better  explanation  could  be  given  of  oontraction  of  the  penis  be  Tnroduce|d 
the  feet  &an  the  one  I  gave  in  mv  by  vital  oontfactiiity,  then  i  submit 
Essay,  thet  this  alone  would  be  siif*  that  the  contraction  of  the  spleen 
ficient  to  destroy  the  **  theor^'^  which,  (which  so  closely  resembles  the  penis 
as  he  observes,  I  am  "  endeavoaring  to  m  **  texture  and  phenomena")  is  also 
establish."  At  the  time  I  penned  the  produced  by  vital  contxaetility.  Nbw 
observations  which  your  contributor  erection  of  the  penis  we  know  to  con* 
qnotes,  I  suppose  I  must  have  beeh  sist  in  more  blood  being[  received  from 
as  Mind  aa  oe  sagefy  remarks  authors  the  podic  arteries  in  a  given  time  than 
very  often  are  f  Butcrities  may  be  blind  passes  out  of  the  organ  by  the  pudio 
as  well  as  authors ;  and  my  blindMess  veins.  Its  contraction,  we  also  know, 
is,  or  rather  was,  for  I  have  long  ceased  consists  in  more  blood  passing  out  of 
to  be  blind  upon  that  matter,  of  a  dif-  the  penis  by  the  pudic  veins  than  is 
ferent  sort  to  that  which  I  suspect  your  propelled  into  it  throogh  the  pudic 
contributor  is  afi^cted  with.  My  blind-  arteries.  1  shall  not  ask  your  contri- 
ness  prevented  my  seeing  that  the  butor  to  tell  me  on  what  property,  os 
spleen  consisted  essentially  of  the  roots  on  the  suspension  of  what  property 
of  a  vein,  the  spleno-hepatic  vein ;  and  erection  of  me  penis  depends ;  but  1  do 
that  the  trunk  and  branches  of  that  ask  him  to  tell  me  on  what  property 
vein,  as  well  as  the  roots,  possess  the  its  contraction  dqendsP  He  has 
property  of  vital  contractihty.  Yooi^  already  answered,  on ''mere  elasticity;^* 
contributor's  blindness  will  not  permit  for  he  has  said  that  contraction  of  the 
him  to  see,  although  it  is  oovious  spleen  depends  on  mere  elasticity,  and 
enough,  that  even  the  spleen  possesses  has  alluded  to  *'  other  part8"*-one  of 
this  property.  The  vary  ing  size  of  ( he  which  other  parts  is  doubtless  the  penis, 
spleen  at  different  times  proves  it  to  be  Here,  then,  your  contributor  and  I  are 
a  vitally  contractile  organ ;  and  Glis*  at  issue.  He  afllrms  thst  the  contrae* 
son's  capsule  proves  that  the  trunk  and  tion  of  the  penis  is  ]nioduced  by  niers 
branchesof  the  Bpleno-hepatic  vein  also  elasticity;  I,  that  it  is  owing  to  vitat 
possess  vital  contractility.  But  these  are  confrnctility.  Now  i  think  1  can  prove 
proofs  which  vonr  contributor's  blind*  that  it  is  «fof  owing  to  mere  elasticity, 
ness  may  possibly  prevent  him  from  see^  and  that  it  is  owing  to  vital  contract- 
ing. Fortunately,  however,  the  vital  con-  tility.  My  arg[uments  are  simply 
tractilityc^  the  spleen  admits  of  an  easy  these.  Elasticity  is  a  phyneal  property* 
and  familiar  illustration.  Bdclard  and  and  therefore  cannot  be  inflnenced  by 
others  have  remarked  that  there  is  a  a  moral  agent!  but  fear,  which  is  a 
close  resemblance  between  the  spleen  moral  agent,  causes  the  almost  instan- 
and  the  penis  **  in  texture  and  pneno-  taneous  contraction  of  the  penis  j  erpB^ 
mena."  Your  contributor  says  '*  there  its  contraction  is  not  owing  to  elas* 
is  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  its  ticity.  But  although  fear  cannot  in* 
(the  spleen's)  contractile  power,  t.  e.  fiuence  a  merely  phvsical  property, 
more  than  that  of  elastic  tissue  in  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
other  parts,**  Peradventure,  the  penis  in^nce  a  vital  one.  Your  contributor^ 
is  one  of  those  "  other  parts ;"  and  your  however,  might  perhafts  maintain  that 
contributor  therefore,  I  presume,  denies  fear  acts  upon  the  penis,  not  by  in- 
that  it  as  well  as  the  spleen  possess  the  fluencing  its  vital  contractility— not  by 
property  of  vital  contractility.  Both  the  causing  the  venous  plexuses  of  the 
penis  and  spleen  are  organs  which  vary  corpus  spongiosum  and  corpora  caver- 
^atly  in  size  at  different  times.  Some-  nosa  to  contract,  but  by  producing  an 
times  they  are  distended  with  blood ;  altered  actiOB  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 
and  at  others  nearlv  empty :  and  if  the  so  that  less  blood  is  supplied  to  the 
variation  in  size  of  the  spleen  can  be  penis,  and  that  elasticitjr  still  sends  it 
accounted  for,  as  your  contributor  out  of  the  ovgan.  But  this  explanation, 
aiBrms,  b^  "  mere  elasticity,"  then  tiie  or  rather  subterfuge,  would  not  serve, 
variation  in  size  of  the  penis  can  Jbe  ac-  The  sudden  application  of  cold  produces 
eoonted  fer  in  the  same  way.  If  the  the  same  efiect  as  fear,  or  fright  j  and 
contraction  of  the  distended  spleen  is  we  ctin  see  thai  it  causes  the  veins  to 
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contract    When  the  Yelns  of  the  hand,  of  men  and  quadropeds  by  weighing 

are  distended,  and  the  hand  is  then  them. 

plnnged  into  vexy  cold  water,  nay  if       I  shall  make!  no  further  commtotB 

even  the  tips  of  the  fingers  are  dipped  upon  your  contributor's  letter ;  and  will 

in  it,  we  can  see  the  contraction  ot  the  conclude  by  explaining  why  loss  of  the 

▼eins.    Is  this  instantaneous  contrac-  spleen  is  not  £&tal,  nor  yet  productiTC 

tton  of  the  veins  proceeded  by  an  altered  of  any  verv  serioas  immediate  coMe- 

action  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  or  by  quences.  The  spleen  consists  essentially , 

any  diminution  of  the  vis  k  teijgo  P  as  well  as  chiefly,  of  the  radicles  of  the 

and  is  it  produced  by  mere  elasticity  ?  spleno-hepatic  vein,  and  the  removal  of 

or  by  vital  contractility,  inherent  in  tne  former  does  not  interfere  with  the 

the  veins,  which  are  living  and  not  trunk  and  branches  of  the  latter.  When 

Ufeless  tubes  P    And  why  do  the  veins  we  extirpate  the  spleen  we  do  not  remove 

contract  upon  the  application  of  cold  P  them,  (the  trunk  and  branches),  nor  do 

What  is  it  for  P    Why,  manifestly,  to  we  deprive  them  of  Uieir  vital  eontnc- 

hasten  the  blood  hack  for  moreoxvoen  I  tility ;  and  it  is  by  this  vital  contni>' 

Now  will  your  contributor  still  aeny  tility  of  the  trunk  and  branches  of  the 

the  vital  contractilitv  of  the  veins,  be-  spleno-hepatic   vein   that  the  portal 

eause  "  some  of  our  first  physiologists"  blood  is  propelled  through  the  portal 

say  they  are  not  contractile  P  and  will  plexuses  and  hepatic  veins  into  the 

he  venture  to  repeat  in  your  columns  right  auricle,  after  the  spleen  has  been 

"  that  there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  excised.    The  circulation  of  the  blood 

believing  the  spleen  to  be  a  vitally  con-  comprises  three  distinct  and  perfect 

tractile  organ  P"  vascular  systems — aportal,a  pulmonary, 

It  is  quite  amusing  to  see  how  he  and  a  general;  and  not,  as  Harvey 
handles  the  facts  which  support  the  taught,  and  as  at  present  believed,  only 
notion  that  the  spleen  is  subservient  to  two--a  pulmonic,  and  a  systemic.  The 
the  circulation.  In  opposition  to  a  re-  portal  system  is  not  a  part  or  depen- 
mark  of  mine,  that  the  spleen  of  a  man  aancy  of  the  general  system ;  and  the 
is  at  least  twice  as  large  when  compared  left  ventricle  is  no  more  capable  of  pro- 
wiih  his  liver,  as  the  spleens  of  the  pelling  the  blood  through  the  portal 
generality  of  quadrupeds  are  as  com-  system,  than  the  spleno-hepatic  vein  is 
pared  with  their  livers,  owing  to  the  capable  of  propelling  it  through  the 
direction  of  the  portal  vessels  being  general  system.  There  are  obviously 
vertical  in  the  former,  because  of  his  uireevascularsvstems,  as  above  stated: 
erect  attitude,  and  horizontal  in  the  will  your  contributor  oblige  me  with  a 
latter,  because  they  go  upon  all-fours,  reason  why  there  should  be  only  two 
your  contributor,  not  danng  to  deny  propulsive  agents,  the  two  ventricles  ? 
the  fact,  but  wishing  to  weaken  its  force,  I  am,  sir, 
(for  he  knows  it  is  one  of  the  arrows  in  Your  obedient  servant, 
my  ouiver),  says—*'  onr  author  finds  a  John  Jackson. 
remilar  relative  proportion  between  the  Umdon,  Dee.  is,  isis. 
spleen  and  the  fiver  in  man  and  other  not  .«  «  <• 
of  the  higher  animals ;  he  describes  it  -.^•?-  1  see  your  contnbutor  concludes 
in  man  as  6  to  1 ;  and  in  quadrupeds  ^"  r^^^^  ^^  promising  "  to  take 
as  12  or  16  to  one :  whereas.  MM.  »?other  opportunity  of  attempting  to 
Bichat  and  Cruveilhier  say  that  the  f??^/"?^  ^"®  ^,?^  the  placenta,  and 
spleen  "  varies  so  much  in-sise,  that  it  **®  vital  contractility,"  are  considerably 
is  almost  impossible  to  say  what  are  its  ^^^  *},"^*'°??^*^  t"*^"  ^^^  author  sup- 
normal  proportions  I"  Why  did  not  V^^-  To  this  "  our  author"  can  only 
your  contributorshow  that  the  spleen  is  *\7'  t°**  "^  pledges  himself  to  reply  to 
not  much  larger  comparadvely  in  man  *"  .  y^^^.  contnbutor  may  advance 
than  in  quadrupeds  P  Why,  if  he  dis-  ^^^^^  t°®  ^^al  contractility  of  the 
liked  the  statement,  did  he  not  grapple  Placenta ;  and  to  aU  that  either  he  or 
with  it,  and  test  iu  truth,  instead  of  f^hers  can  adduce  against  the  notion, 
sheltering  himself  behind  a  counter-  *V  spleen  is  simply  a  permanent 
statement  of  MM.  Bichat  and  CruveU-  Placenta,  and  the  placenta  only  a  tern- 
hier  ?  who,  I  dare  affirm,  never  in  their  ^^^  ^P^®^"' 

lives  thought  of  ascertaining  the  re-  

lative  sise  of  the  liven  and  spleens 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  *^°P®  *^  "  **®'  *^  ^^  ^  redeem  their 

character.    A  resolute  avoidance  of  the 

Fridajff  January  6, 1843,  scenea  and  the  companions  of  their 

—                            k  follies  cannot  foil  of  producing  good 

•«Ueet  omnibas,  Uoet  etiam  mihi,  di^uten  regults,  and  such  a  course  we  heartily 

Jrfif  MedUa  taeri ;  potcsUs  modo  Tenieiidl  m  j  *     ^i. 

pubHcnm  tit,  dicandi  pericnliuu  non  raouo.*'  recommend  to  tnem. 

CiGBRO|  Those  whose  studies  have  hitherto 
hcen  marked  by  diligence,  have,  we 
THE  CHRISTMAS  RECESS.  j^^p^^  j^y^ed  to  pleasurable  and  pro- 
Ax  the  approaching  termination  of  the  fitable  account  their  time  of  rest  and 
Christmas  recess,  the  inquiry  very  natu-  ei^oyment,  and  ar»  returning  to  their 
rally  suggests  itself,  how  our  studenU  welcome    punuits    with    minds    re- 
have  employed  the  leisure  which  it  has  fieshed  and   cheered;   and  to    them 
a;ffi>rded   them  ?     An  acute  and  ex-  ^e  heartily  bid  God  speed !    To  the 
perienced  observer  of  character,  could  large  number  who  belong  decidedly  to 
he  obtain  accurate  answers   to   this  neither  of  these  classes,  but  who  fill  up 
question,  would,  no  doubt,  become  pos-  the  intervening  ranks  by  imperceptible 
sessed  of  dati^  from  which  he  might  gradations,  some  words  of  counsel  may 
draw  very  fair  conclusions  as  to  the  not  be  unacceptable — at  all  events,  the 
future  success  and  happiness  of  his  occasion  naturally  soggests  them, 
junior   brethren.     But    his   specula-  To  his  teacheiv,  of  course,  the  prin- 
tions,  however  interesting  to  himself,  cipal  evidence  of  a  pupil's  diligence 
would  be  of  no  practical  utility  to  the  and  good  conduct  must  always  be  his 
subjects  of  them,  unless  he  could  bring  undeviating  attendance  at  their  respec- 
tliem  to  bear,  in  the  form  of  personal  tive  lectures  and  hospital  visito.     A 
application,  to  each  of  the  individuals  teacher  cannot  possibly  think  well  of 
concerned.    There  are  in  every  school  those  whose  persons  are  unknown  to 
a  certain  number  who,  even  by  the  most  him,  and  can  hardly  approve  those 
lenient   and   charitable  construction,  whose  absence,  though  only  occasional, 
mnst  be  classed  as  the  idle  and  dissi-  is  yet  fiequent  enough  to  be  remarked, 
pated.    Of  these,  such  as  have  already  But  as  we  have  made  no  scruple  to 
wasted  a  large  portion  of  the  time  avow  a  belief  that  the  system  of  teach- 
allotted   to  them  for    study  are,  no  ing  now  in  general  use  is  capable  of 
doubt,  beginning  to  feel  the  bitter  con-  great  improvement,  and  as  there  are 
sequences  of  their  imprudence — to  have  undoubtedly  grave  and  valid  objections 
misgivings    about  their    approaching  %o  the  very  large  number  of  lectures 
examination,    and  alarming    calcula-  insisted  on  by  the  various  licensing 
tions  as  to  the  amount  of  information  bodies,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  pleaded  that 
which  their  diminished  opportunities  this  constancy  of  attendance  is  but  a 
and  exhausted  strength  will  allow  them  fallacious  test  of  merit. 
to  acquire  during  the  period  of  painful  This  plea  may  be  more  or  less  valid 
labour  which  they  have  chosen  to  sub-  on  the  second  count,  namely,  as  to  pos- 
stitute  for  the  cheerful  and  creditable  sible    improvements   in  the  mode  of 
exertions  originally  required  of  them,  teaching  and   of  learning,  but   it  is 
andwhich  were  once  within  their  power,  worth  absolutely  nothing  on  the  first. 
These  mistaken  young  men  have  our  As  a  test  of  merit,  an  evidence  of  steady 
sincere  compassion,  and  our  warmest  diligent  habits,  and  a  prognostic  of 
wishes  for  their  amendment.     With  success,  it  is  the  least  fallible  of  any — 
respect  to  many,  or  nearly  all,  we  would  less  so  than  most  of  the  evidence  on 
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which  judgment  19  fbrmed  in  the  daily  mode  of  their  stodies.     8«nr  ^oeh 

afi^irs  of  life.    Not  to  enlarge  on  the  young    men    are    found    yearly    in 

want  of  moral  discipline  and  proper  every    school    Of    art    and    science* 

modesty,  which  is  implied  in^an  in-  The  tree  of  knowledge  supplies  the 

decent  and  fiipx>ant  censure  of  esta-  sort  of  exciting  nourishment  on  which 

blished  regulations  by  those  whose  duty  they  thrive,   and   in  medicine  there 

itis  to  conform  to  them,  it  may,  without  fans  never   been  wanting   an  annual 

fear  of  contradiction,  be  affirmed,  that  crop  of  these  fungous  intellects,  doomed 

in  no  one  instance  has  a  diligent  and  to  the  admiration  of  (he  Superficial, 

really  undeviating  attendance  on  the  and   the   compassion    of  the   philo' 

prescribed  courses,  when  persisted  in  sophical  observer,  who  sees  in  their 

during  the  whole  period  of  study,  been  unhealthy  germination  the  nnftdling 

followed  by  rejection  of  the  candidate  marks  of  ranknessof  grow^,  andeaxly 

at  examination,  or  failure  in  the  landa*  decay.    Medicine  seems  calculated  to 

ble  objects  of  professional  ambition,  suggest  humility  to  the  mature  and 

Some  cases  of  physical,  or  even  mental,  vigorous — ^vanity  to  the  yonthfhl,  and 

incapacity  undoubtedly  have  occurred  the  feeble.     We  may  therefore  cal- 

(tbough  the  latter  arerareindeed),  which  culate  with    equal  certainty,  that  in 

do  but  prove  the  rule  to  which  they  our  art,  neither  vain  babblers,  nor  jn- 

are  exceptions.    Although  the  quaH«  dicious  reformers  will  ever  be  wanting. 

ties  which  generally  predominate  with  Let  our  young  men  be  quite  sure  of 

great  steadiness  of  character  have  the  this,  that  in  proportion  as  they  assnrne 

reputation  of  being  seldom  allied  with  the  functions  of  reformers,  while  their 

great  brilliancy  of  talent,  yet  the  gene-  judgment  is  immature,  they  will  weaken 

ral  result  is  so  favourable,  and  so  un-  their  capacity  to  perform  those  ftinc- 

varying,  that  this  course  may  safely  be  i^ons  with  vigour,  when  niaturity  and 

pointed  out  as  unexceptionable.    The  experience  shall  have  imposed  on  them 

first  year's  man,  at  least,  has  no  sort  of  the  duties  and  the.  responsibilities  of 

excuse  for  absenting  himself.    To  him  reformers. 

all  is  new;  he  can  have  no  datafiom        At  this  season,  we  would  strennouriy 

whence  to  conclude  anything  unpro-  urge  upon  all  students  a  careful  review 

il table.  of  their  conduct  and  their  progress  dnr- 

«i  ^pyfg  yf^p^  PovKm  Tff  /imrwr,  <vxai  t9  ing  that  portion  of  the  present  session 

7«poirrflfv."  which  has  already  passed  away.    A 

"  Work  fi>r  the  young,  counsel  for  the  firs*  year's  man,  a  fresh  man,  should 

middle-aged,  and  prayers  for  the  old,"  especially  inquire  how  much  of  solid 

is  the  natural  law  according  to  which  foundation  he  has  laid  for  fbture  ac- 

duties,  responsibilities,  and  rewards  are  quirements.  Has  he  omitted  any  lectures, 

allotted  to  the  several  stages  of  man's  and  why  P  Has  he  neglected  to  rtc&mn- 

lifei  and  those  who  defer  the  main  </erorirri*eoutsuchnotesashemayhave 

business  of  either  stage  to  the  succeed-  taken,  or  to  read  the  several  worksrecom- 

ing  one,  will  have  cause  to  regret  their  mended  to  him  as  text  books  P  Has  he 

mistake.     This  is  worth  the  serious  made  any  acqua%i^nces,  or  adopted  any 

attention  of  those  well-meaning  young  habits,  prejudical  to  his  industry  or  hia 

men  who,  with  temperaments  of  more  character?  IfBO,lethim  atonceabandon 

mobility  than  force,  expend  their  stock  them— the  task  will  never  again  be  m 

of  intellectual   strength— generally  a  easy.  If  he  have  reason  to  trace  any  fiwdt 

very  slender  one,  by  the  way— on  plan-  of  this  kind  to  his  being  left  toO  nmch  to 

ning  Utopian   improvemenU   in   the  his  own  discretion,  lodging  alone,  or 
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Widi  an  ffi-ehoeen  oompanicn,  let  him  ments  hitherto  |)erfonned,  and  give  an 
nt  once  make  every  endravoor  to  amend  account  of  their  rationale;  the  more 
hiB  poBition»  hy  getting  into  a  family  simple  experiments  with  re-agents  he 
where  direct  or  indirect  control  will  should  himself  have  performed.  He 
be  exerted  over  his  habits,  and  where  should  know  in  materia  medica  the 
the  hours  are  so  arranged  as  to  suit  the  sensible  qualities,  and  general  classifi- 
engagements  and  the  wants  of  a  stu-  cation  of  the  substances  that  have  been 
denti  Has  he  regularly  attended  the  described,  and,  above  all,  he  should  have 
examinations  of  the  class,  and  what  has  written  out  and  reduced  to  the  form  of 
been  his  soccessin  answering  questions?  diagrams  all  the  decompositions  he 
This  is  most  important.  He  will  by  has  heard  treated  of,  using  in  all  cases , 
this  time  have  discovered  in  what  sub-  at  whatever  cost  of  time  and  trouble, 
ject  he  excels,  and  will  know  for  which  the  symbols  expressing  the  component 
•fthepfiaeshe  ought  to  compete.  There  parts  of  bodies.  An  early  mastering 
is  no  good  reason  why  every  man  of  this  difficulty  will  give  him  an  ac- 
should  *  not  try  for  honours,  in  one  curate  and  an  enduring  knowledge  of 
branch  at  least  The  custom  of  tamely  the  composition  and  the  properties  of 
yielding  up  all  competition  to  one  or  bodies ;  he  will  learn  cever  to  think 
two  men  whose  proficiency  has  become  of  a  compound  independently  of  its 
apparent  early  in  the  season,  is  very  exact  composition.  It  is  moreover  an 
prejudicial,  and  exceedingly  fixdish.  immense  assistance  in  taking  notes,  and 
The  -wahte  of  the  prises  is  materially  gives  the  mind  a  habit  of  exactness  and 
diminished  by  the  absence  of  competi*  of  patiently  working  out  the  different 
tion.  steps  of  problems,  such  as  is  acquired 
The  various  lecturers  have  much  by  the  diligent  study  of  the  classics  and 
reason  to  lament,  that  even  those  pupils  mathematics — ^advantagesof  which  most 
who  are  most  ready  in  answering  quea-  medical  pupils  are  deprived fiir  too  early, 
tions  upon  the  lecture  of  the  preceding  and  the  want  of  which  is  often  felt 
few  days,  seem  to  occasionally  retun  but  severely  in  after  life. 
asmnll  portion  of  the  infiirmatioB  wfaieh  There  is  now  before  us  a  little  work* 
has  been  conveyed  in  earlier  lectures;  by  the  late  Dr.  Fletcher,  of  Edinburgh, 
and  this  shews  the  small  degree  in  which  consisting  of  letters  written  by  himself 
any  exertion  on  the  part  of  his  teachers  to  various  friends  and  relations.  After 
eansupplytosuchstudentthatthofough  passing  his  examinations,  he  reflected 
grounding  and  progressive  improve-  that  in  practice  he  should  be  likely  to 
ment— that  complete  mastery  of  first  lose  all  the  Latin  he  had  acquired,  ex- 
principles,  which  is  essential  to  the  cept  just  enough  to  write  a  prescrip- 
gradual  and  complete  acquirement  of  tion:  he  began  a  correspondence  in  that 
our  art.  language  with  a  friend :  this,  howerer 
•  The  last  three  months  should  not  have  soon  flagged,  and  he  then  collected  the 
passed  over  the  head  of  any  fresh  man,  letters  which  form  this  volume,  and 
without  his  having  acquired  a  very  translated  them  into  Latin.  The  letters 
considerable  knowledge  of  anatomy—  a^  full  of  wit  and  briUianey,  the  la- 
enabHnghim  to  demonstrate  the  bones,  tinity  is  excellent,  and  the  book  printed 
and  enumerate  the  muscles  attached  to  in  an  ancient  fashion,  looking  like  a 
them,  the  form  and  situation  of  the  volume  of  the  IGth  century  :  it  is  alto- 
visoeiB,  &c.  In  chemistry  he  should  gether  the  elegant  amusement  of  a  sdio- 
be  quite  abreast  of  the  lectmier,   as  lar  and  a  gentleman.    Those  who  kneW 

far   as  he  has  yet  gone,   being  able  ^  j,^,,^^^^^^^^,  Seei«>Hor^^. 

to    describe    nearly    all    the    experi-  by  Ow  uune  autbor :  boUiworlu«re  very  scarce 
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Dr.  Fletcher  will  remember  the  powerful  likewiic  adorn  and  enrich  himself.    H^ 

originality  of  his  mind,  and  the  quantity  «  "^  tPJ^^^^^?  *"  practiscr  i^^  pbysic ; 

-f ,     ."^           1  u       -r        A  i^  \.L  educated,  skilful,  well-mformed ;  lind 

of  labonouB  work  he  performed  m  his  ^^  midges  to  the  pure  physician  a  «u- 

short  life,  and  will  be  of  opinion  that  penor  eminence  and  re^dy  money.    He 

the  spending  a  little  time  in  keeping  up  is  a  midwife,  and  he  repines  at  toiling 

an  acquaintance  with  the  classics  wiU  «ke  a  minor  aU  the  year  around,  gct- 

^  1.     J  .  •        ^  1  *              •    ^-♦— .*  ting  not  more  than  one  accouchement 

not  be  detrimental  to  more  important  oc^S^io^ally  fetches  to  the  pur€  and 

pursuits.  London  obstetrix.    Hence  he  nas  been 

. , tinder  for  the  seditious  incendiarv,  and 

nv  Tn  ^^  ^^  caught  fire.     He  has  wished  to 

^^  ^**"  abolish  iM  tide  of  doctor  altogether, 

DIVISION  OF  MEDICAL  LABOUR,  or  wear  it  himself.      He  has  coveted 

By  Robert  Hull.  M.D.  f«€S  for  attendance  rather  than  bills  for 

^  ^     .    ^     .     _^  ,    ,  _         .  medicines,  and  he  has  hailed  every  ir- 

(Fot  iht  Loudon  Medical  Gaztue.)  regularity  which  may  conduce  to  a 

professional  chaos. 

^1.    LT      .•«  J  c  One  of  his  gravamina  is  the  paucity 

The  HotpU,l  Snrgeon.  ^  nmgeonu  fir  pubUc  hosDitSL    1 

The  harmony  of  our  profession  is  en-  great  town  supports  one  sucn  inatka- 
dangered  by. false  or  foolish  friends,  tion,  which  is  officered  by  four  siir* 
Injury  and  ruin  overhang  the  English  geons ;  but  it  maintains,  perchance, 
practitioners,  unless  they  awake  from  twenty  other  professionals,  all  mem* 
their  torpor,  and  suspect  that  their  ad-  bers  of  the  Colleee  of  Surgeons,  aU 
visers  may  be  seeking  only  selfish  ends ;  panting  to  flesh  tneir  knives.  Thus 
that  "  all  is  not  gold  that  ^/t«/er<."  Uiey  grumble  because  the  sursenr  of 
If  the  credulous  recipients  of  novel  the  district  is  monopolized  by  tne  nos- 
theories  would  imagine  a  therapeutic  pital  men.  Thus  they  lend  a  patuknis 
Utopia,  they  could  not  improve  upon  ear  to  the  demaeo^e,  who  teUs  them 
our  present  arrangement.  Like  the  that  the  hospital  is  a  barrier  to  pro- 
British  constitution,  it  has  resulted  fessional  ment,  rather  than  a  recc^ptecle 
from  the  wants  of  man  and  a  natural  of  helpless  maladies.  Thus,  even  ia 
adaptation.  It  is  not  a  paper  concoc-  London,  had  the  incendiuies  effected 
tion,  a  code-formed  speculative  affair;  actual  arson,  the  pure  chirurgeona 
it  has  been  built  by  the  sohdifying  ex-  would  have  been  burnt  out;  and  gemoal 
perience  of  ages.  practitioners  would  have  occupied  tbdr 

Let  the  practisers  of  our  art  soberly  office, 

ask  themulveMf  what  it  is  they  want ;  Thus,  they  have  aimed  at  a  rotation 

not  endure  that  their  necessities  should  of  performers ;  Mr.  Cooper  to  "  take 

be   tenderly    explained    to  them  by  in"  one  week,  Mr.  Figgin  the  next; 

others.     What  seeks  the  physician  P  Mr.  Grundy  this  Satuitby,  Sir  Charles 

No  alteration.    He  is  not  the  reformer.  Bell,  the  subsequent. 

What  covets  the  surgeon  ?    Nothing,  All  this  is  specious ;  but  certain  pos- 

in  his  dignified  and  manlv  department,  tulates  are  conceded.    The  postulate  of 

save  freedom  from  the  calumny  of  mo-  fitness.    It  zeemt  hard  that  Messieurs 

dem  and  non-anatomical  foes.    What  Addle,  Birt,  Crump,  all  members  of 

wishes  the  simple  apothecarup    The  the  College,  should  lead  a  secondary 

humble  career  of   an    useful  course,  existence,  while  Messieurs  Hawkins, 

Whom,  then,  has  the  incendiary  found  Liston,  Luke,  have  secured  official  po« 

to  be  susceptible  ?     The  general  prae-  sitions  and  proportionate  private  emolu- 

titioner.     He  it  is  who  has  lent  an  ment.    But  the  rotation  plan  would  de- 

unsuspecting  ear.    Conscious  of  a  re-  tenorate  chirurgery,  rather  than  benefit 

spectable  and  influential  position,  he  the  public.    Hospitals  are  sckooU  even 

fancies  that  his  merits,  which  are  real  for  adult  and  senescent  practitioners, 

and  allowed,  are  undervalued,  under-  The  greatest  surgeons  are  ever  learners; 

paid,  underfamed.  and  Cheselden,  Pott,  Cline,  were  what 

He  is  a  surgeon,  and  he  chafes  be-  they  were,  because  they  continued  in 

cause  greater  honour  and  biffger  fees,  service,  unejected  by  the  pitiful  rivals 

paid  to  the  pure  chirurgeon,  should  not  of  their  day. 
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•  Great  care,  doubtless,  should  be  taken  of  their  lawful  applicants  j  and  medical 

to  elect  an  efficient,  a  master  surgeon ;  puniis  deprived  of  concentrated,  accea- 

but  the  man,  once  chosen,  should  never  sibie  studies. 

be  rotatory.  The  hospital  surfi^eon  is  Against  such  irregularities  time  was, 
incorpbrated  info  a  substantial  iatric  when  the  dignity  of  a  public  hospital 
body.  Individual  feebleness  is  lost  in  staff  presented  a  barrier  insurmount- 
the  assistance,  co-operation,  and  hu-  able.  Time  was,  when  this  staff  was 
manity  of  collea£;ues— humane  in  pro-  valued  as  a  court  of  professional  honor; 
portion  to  their  s&ill.  I  remember  the  {^vin^  a  tone  to  the  county;  jealous  of 
entire  life  of  a  surgeon  to  a  country  invasion ;  inexorable  towards  marau- 
hospital— from  accession  to  office,  until  ders.  But  this  confidence  in  the  mag- 
his  sjpirit  burst  the  bonds  of  office  and  nanimity  of  hospital  Dons  is  now  occa- 
ofhfe— who  was,  if  unsupported,  utterly  sionaily  a  mistake.  I  have  seen  the 
inadequate  to  chirurgic  emergencies,  lofty  principle,  like  Jonah,  thrown 
But  ne  executed  the  operations  of  overboard,  through  selfish  fears  for  in- 
twenty  years,  with  as  little  homicide  as  dividual  safety.  What  has  thus  counter- 
most  incisolv,  simply  because  he  was  acted  the  ennobling  tendency  of  surgery? 
helped,  backed,  cheered,  by  generous  To  those  gentkmen,  whom  destiny 
and  philanthropic  colleagues.  has  placed  in  public  hospitals,  I  would 
Now,  doubtless,  the  hospital  required  say — "  Whatever  your  feelings  of  per- 
a  more  independent  performer ;  but  sonal  interest,  you  have  dutiet  to  per- 
this  biographv  proves  that  for  which  form  towards  the  profession ;  towards 
alone  I  Imve  aaduced  it,  that  the  present  y^our  less  lucky  brethren  ;  towards  the 
system  of  permanent  surgeons  is  not  i^orant  public  itself.  If  you  believe 
so  lamentable  as  the  rotators  depict)  tnat  the  oi vision  of  labour,  according 
that  it  worki  well,  on  the  whole.  The  to  which  yourselves  have  been  carried 
clever  surgeons,  touched  with  the  feel-  into  office,  is  true  to  science,  productive 
in^  of  a  corps  towards  a  lumpish  brother  of  good  to  suffering  humanity,  demand- 
s-jealous of  the  fame  of  their  common  ing  permanence,  and  your  own  weighty 
institution<--above  all,  alive  to  human  sanction,  you  will  deserve  all  that  con- 
snffering— extricate  their  Boeotian  bro-  tempt,  which  is  sure  to  be  bestowed,  if 
ther  from  his  difficulties ;  his  patient  you  abandon  principle  and  cater  only 
from  death.  But,  if  the  rotatory  move-  for  setf.  You  are  boimd  to  set  a  cou- 
ment  were  effected,  the  movements  of  servative  example  to  your  urban 
time  and  exclusiveness  would  never  be  brothers;  to  the  country  practisers; 
formed  towards  moving  officers.  These  but,  above  all,  you  are  to  direct  the 
tread-wheel  gentlemen  would  not  have  public  for  their  own  good,  and  in  spite 
opportunity  to  learn,  so  quick  their  ex-  of  their  essential  ignorance  of  medical 
piration  oi  office ;  whilst,  during  the  matters.  And,  if  you  reject  confrater- 
roundaboutii^eekofduty.theincapables  nity  with  bare-fiaced  empirics,  you  are 
might  not  muster  amons;  them  a  master  also  bound  to  withhold  alliance  from 
mind.  Superfious  numoers,  moreover,  every  infringer  of  admirable  arrange- 
engender  indifference  and  a  sentiment  ments. 

of  irresponsibility,  and,  after  all,  the  »     .      »    .          /          t. 

rotatory  plan  katheen  tried  and  signally    ««t  7*f>  MKht^  *w  flrw;^«ywm. 

fiiiled.  If  we  receive  our  ideas  about  divided 
Vulgar  selfish  hatred  of  the  present  labour  from  grasping  and  puffed-up 
hospital  system,  has,  occasionally,  pro-  persons,  the  distinction  of  offices  would 
ceeded  so  fieff,  that  individuals  have  set  be  needless.  Surgeons  would  assume  to 
up  hospitals  of  their  own.  They  have  themselves  every  case,  if  "  surgery  in- 
hired  houses,  where  they  ox)crate,  soU-  eludes  all  diseases  whicn  require  ope- 
tary,  without  check,  without  professional  rations,  external  applications,  or  any 
critics,  without  previous  consultations,  ijnd  of  manual  treatment"  Accord- 
without  any  safe^ard  for  the  public.  ^Qg  to  this  precious  paragraph,  the 
Or  they  have  made  dispensaries  of  their  surgeon  will  manage  every  affliction, 
own  domiciles.  Thus  the  public  are  from  the  mind  to  the  mesentery ;  since 
treated  like  inferior  animals.  They  are  there  is  no  disorder,  but  it  may  require 
decoyed  into  the  Den  of  Caeus ;  and  external  ministration. 
Cacus  alone  can  tell  their  destiny.  However,  hospital  surgeons,  uncon- 
Thus  established  charities  are  swindled  yerted  to  tkds  monopolising  creed,  have 
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been   hitherto    illustranta  of  divided  PORTDOUESB  PRACTICIS* 

labour.    Yet  there  are  some  disorders,  

which,  because  in  private  practice  they  ^        •      ^    .^             ..    ,  j     .^i. 

are  treated  in  common,  by  physicians  Cas.  I.-^c./«  comp/tc«^«l  ih/A  -m- 

andoperators,  form  abafiis  of  dimension  *<^,%  ^  tympamttM,  B,  S^.  /.  M. 

in  the  public  institute.    But  a  spirit  of  f  "'®-        ^  .,   u  ^     -.  ^  # 

fairness  would  easily  put  a  stop  to  this.  ,   A  woman,  aged  41,  had  auffored  from  vi©- 

Disputed  disordei^  mightbe  disposed  ^^U  jrj'^S^  ~^rrt:n^^5^ 

of,  through  reference  to  the  common  !?       *    "T^JtJl^,  uJ-T!^^ 

»  """"s     •          .  ^^  .    .«  ^  ..«.«♦;««  another  aecoochementshehibotiredaDdernie 

sense  of  the  subiect ;  or  to  the  practice  jj^^^^n  of  diaeoea  above  mentioned. 

at  other  hospitals ;  or  to  a  mutual  and  j„  f^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^„  ^^^^^^  ^i^^  1,^ 

equal  management.  th^,  cddermie  application  of  squll  and  dip. 

Common  sense  dictates  what  must  ^^^^  eompresaea  to  the  abdomen,  Uiaters 

fUft  be  claimed  by  the  physician.     No  to  the  thighs,  dry  frictions,  nibbing  in  of 

hand  work^   No  mechanical  apparatus,  volatile  camphor  liniment,  and  ligature  of 

There  are,  however,  many  medical  the  leg.    Ai  the  end  of  the  history,  the 

cases,  which  require  the  aid  of  mhwr  author  makes  the  jost  observation,  that  the 

surgery.     Thus  fevers,  internal  phleg-  remedies  proved  so  effectoal  in  this  caae^ 

masicB,  morbid  actions  within,  may  de^  because  the  dropsy  was  purely  aathenic»  and 

mand  the  lancet,  the  scarifier,  the  seton,  not  caused  by  the  abuse  of  spirituous  Uquon, 

the  caustic,  as  adjuvante.    These  are  or  by  oiganic  disease.    Paracentesis  was  not 

''  medical"  cases  performed,  because  it  is  but  a  palliative,  and 

The  real  question  is,  whether,  in  any  **  ^««  ^^J  ^  ^^ /•  previously,  every  other 

case,  surgical    or    medical    treatment  remedy  agaiust  dropsy, 

predominates,  local  or  constitutional,  ^asb  II.— 2V;M-6irtA»  aceampmded   kf 

The  predominant  methodus  medendi  conwiWow.    B9  Sgr.  D.  B,  S.  Cadet. 

would  determine  who  should  be  the  q^  ^  ^^^^  ^f  February,  1838,  a  bidder's 

medens.     Thus,   spinal  affections  de-  g^rvant-maid,  aged  38,  weH  formed,  was 

pendent    on    the    bony  apparatus  or  ^^^^^^  ^-^^  ^  ^^^  of  her  first  labour, 

superiacent  ligaments  and  muscles,  are  wjoompanied  by  convulsions.    On  the  tol- 

rightly   Handed  over  to  the  surflreon.  lowing  morning  she  was  delivered  of  a  living 

Maladies  in  the  contained  medulla,  or  girl,  but  without  the  phicmta.    In  spite  of 

the  cerebrum,  are  strictly  *'  medical.'*  repeated  bleedings,  sinaptsms,  a&d  bUsbers, 

But  in  many  instances,  the  disease  is  to  the  nucha  and  the  anna,  she  remained  m 

common  ground,  as  the  disorders  of  the  the  same  spasmodic  and  unconscious,  oondi* 

senses,  01  the  eyes,  of  the  ears.  tion,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  was 

These  diseases,  which  are  discussed  delivered  of  a  second  girl  (who  was  deml,) 

in  the  established  works  on  surgery  ;  «nd  also  of  the  placenta.    The  author  first 

and  also  in  the  dictionaries  of  physic ;  »'','^«  P*^***  '^^^  *>«^  ?<*«'  ^^  »«»nd 

are  common  to  both  branches  of  medi-  ^^^*  ^«n  ■J"'.^"  *^  >«»  ^  apoplectic 

cine.    Thus  lues,  in  the  primary  and  •^*«-  ^  The  cervix  uten  was  open  oidy  fiw 

local  forms,  seems  to  have  beei  ex-  f  ^»«^  ^  ""'"'1;^?*'  '^^^^"LSf  "^1 

clusively  claimed  bv  the  surgeon    The  LTiTms^^-Srh^StS^^ 

conitauitonal,  as  the  term  implies,  is  ^rd,  ind  through  it  ciSdtefclt^uten.t, 

•*  medical,     or,  at  the  most,  eommon  ^f  the  sixe  which  it  is  in  the  filth  month  of 

fiT2I*"d.  pregnancy.    The  rest  of  the  abdomen  was 

But  if  the  benefit  of  the  patient,  rej„ed,  but  the  hemorrhage  was  small, 

rather  than  the  repute  of  the  practiser,  The  prascriptums  were,  twenty-fenr  leeebes 

were  the  simple  motive  to  contention,  to  the  abdomen,  emollient  pmdtiees,  ii^- 

tills  would  seldom  exist,  and  to  every  tions  uto  the  vi^oa,  another  copknis  veae«> 

hospital  surffeou  and  physician  might  section,  sinapisms  to  the  lower  extremities 

be  applied  tne  eulogium—-  and  a  common  clyster.    At  9  o'ckxdc,  the 

g      ^      ..  patient  could  answer  a  few  questionB,  thon^ 

— -tX" «  o^         ^  ^^^  difficulty ;  the  cSrvix  uteri  was  in  the 

&i^  b  xr^hf  ^mrruKi»vrra,  (S^tAWK.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^j  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  somewhat 

lower.    Another  bleeding  was  ordered,  and 

^^^^  some  broth.    The  patlent*s  condition  con- 

timied  to  improve,  and  on  the  29th,  at  10 

^  in  the  evening,   the  placenta  came  away 

whQe  the  patient  was  mridhg  water,  after 
which  her  eendltiMi,  bdth  general  and  focal, 
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ImprotpA  io  miMli,  thai  ahe  meftly  praeated  1829 ;  in  Ffaieli  Med.  dm.  p«  126 ;  and  in 

the  phenomena  of  a  newlj-delivered  ifoman.  hit  Noiogr.  Pkilowph,  torn.  iii.  p^  &31, 

The  reporter  ohaervea,  in  concluiob,  that  there  ia  a  case  by  Laaaus. — ZeiUehrift  fur 

he  took  the  violent  oonatriotion  of  the  oa  dit  g—ammi€Mediemt  from  ih»  Journal  dn 

vieri  to  be  the  caaae  of  the  iietention  of  the  pk-  Sociedadt  dot  Seieneitu  MtdicoM  de  lAuboa. 

centa,  and  employed  strong  antlphlogiatieaf  fn>  be  oontiaiMd.] 

wtHi  the  intention,  if  they  did  not  anooead,       ■     .  

of  remonng  theafter-birthbyvtifioialfla.  UOATURB   OP  tH«   PHIMITIVE 

largement  of  the  oe  nten.     The  reviymg  ittAn   Avn«vi>v 

activity  of  nature  fortunately  aaved  him  from  1L.1AU  AKllSKY. 
thia  aeoeaaity.      [The   Gkirman   tranalator 


dovbta  whether  thia  happy  event  oocnrred  Tbb  primitive  iliac  artery  haa  been  lately 

by  meaoa  ofi  or  in  apite  of,  the  lai)ge  and  tied  with  entire  anoceaa,  at  the  Pennsylvania 

ivpeatad  bleedinga.]  Hospital,  by  Pr.  Edward  Peace.    We  are 

r«              /.  enabled  to  present  onr  readera  with  the  foU 

3. — Ciuei  in  the  Regimental  HospUaU  ofSU  i^^ring  particnlan  of  the  case. 

Ftanei$coda  Cidade.    Bit  Jw.   Mar.   Pe->  i„g^  j<,nea,  a  hOiomrer,  wo  admitted 

reini  «  Souu.     Serau*  Vehicular  SiceUtng  „^^  ^^  aurgical  waida  of  the  PennayWanin 

of  the  Lwer,  which,  from  u$  nie,and  the  Hoapital  ov  the  22d  of  Anguat,  1842,  for 

^eompanywg  sifmptom,  reiembted  Atcitet.  ^  ingninal  anenriam  of  five  mon&a'  atand* 

A  foot  aoldier,  aged  40,  who  had  juat  ing.    Five  months  previona  to  his  entvanor, 

gone  through  aiz  yeara'  confinement  in  a  he  atrained  hia  right  croin,  while  lifting  a 

fortreaa,  entered  the  hoapital  in  1826,  oa  heavy  atone.    A  few  daya  aubseqnently,  • 

account  of  what  appeared  to  be  dropsy,  hard  tumor,  about  the  aize  of  a  pea^  made 

Besideathe  unusual  size  of  the  body,   and  ita  appearance,  which  became  as  large  aa  a 

tangible  fluctuation,  he  auffered  from  the  walnut  in  the  course  of  a  month,  and  con* 

had  and  well-known  symptoms  of  ascites,  tinned  to  increase  until  the  end  of  the  four^ 

The  patient  could  allege  no  cause  for  his  month,  when.it  attained  its  maximum  growth. 

disease,  whidi  was  of  long  atanding,  but  There  was  pulsation  about   the    third  or 

had  not  inconvenienced  him  at  work.    Ana-  fourth  week.     About  the  beginning  of  the 

sarca  had  come  on  during  the  laat  few  montha  fourth  month  nnmbneaa  and  pain  commenced 

only.     A  awelling  of  the  liver,  which,  how-  in  the  tumor,  and  extended  along  the  anterior 

ever  was  not  easy  to  reoogniae,  and  conatant-  portion  of  the  thigh.    The  latter  aymptoma 

pain  in  the  hepatic  region,  induced  the  be-  were  alwaya  aggravated   by  exerciae,  and 

lief  that  there  had  been  bepatitia  originally ;  abated  by  reat.    Hie  man   continued  hia 

and  the  patient  waa  accordingly  treated  with  daily  oocupationa  until  three  weeka  previona 

general  and  local  antiphlogiatic  remediea,  to  lua  entering  the  hoapital,  when  hu  auffer- 

intemal  and  external  revulsivea,  &c.    Thia  inga  became  ao  great  aa  to  oblige  him  to 

treatment  having  been  continued  for  aome  desist*    The  pain  at  thia  period  waa  ao  acute 

weeka  without  advantage,  it  waa  intended  to  aa  to  deprive  him  of  aleep,  and  obliged  him 

|>erform  paracenteaia,  but  thia  waa  prevented  io  maintain,  night  and  day,  a  aittiug  posture,- 

by  the  rapid  8inking.and  death  of  the  patient,  with  his  leg  flexed  on  the  thigh,  and  thia  on 

The  section  diaplayed  an  enormoua  cyatia  the  pelvia ;   the  whole  limb  resting  on  ita 

tumor,   which  hung  down  frcun  the  right  exterior  aspect.    The  tumor  waa  lai^e  and 

anterior  edge  of  the  liver,  and  waa  covered  irregular,  hemispheroidal,  and  was,  at  least, 

and  circumscribed  by  the  peritoneum.     It  two  inches  in  height,  its  vertical  diameter 

contanied  from  twenty- eight  to  thirty  poonda  five  and  a  half  inches,  and  the  transverse 

of  dark-yellow  serum,  with  many  albnminoua  diameter  about  the  same.     It  appeared  to 

flakea.    The  liver  was  pale,  firm,  and  above  involve  nearly  aU  the  right  external  iliac, 

the  normal  siae.    Tlie  gall-bladder  contained  together  with  some  two  inches  of  the  femoral 

a  quantity  of  thick,  tough,  and  dark-green  artery  of  the  right  side. 

bile.    The  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  The  m^n  waa  an  excellent  aubjeet,  in  the 

waa  variegated  with  red  pointa  in  patchea.  prime  of  lifo,  robuat,  temperate,  and  wii- 

Hiere  was  no  other  disease  either  in  the  ab«  formly  healthy. 

domen  or  thorax.     It  is  saidr  in  the  observa*  The  operation  waa  performed  on  the  mom* 

tiona  which  follow,  that  hepatic  diaeaaeai  ing  of  the  29th  of  Auguat,  by  Dr.  E.  Peace, 

which  are  ao  varioua  in  their  kinds,  are  very  aaaisted  by  his  colleagues,  Drs.  Randolph 

common  in  Portugal,  and  that  thisir  study  and  Noriru.  and  Dr.  J.  Rhea  Barton,  and 

and  treatment  ought,  oonaeqnently,  to  ba  oecupied  forty -aeven  minutes. 

much  further  advanced  than  they  are.  The  veaael  waa  taken  up  about  half  an 

Hie  cyatic  tumor,  in  thia  inatanoe,  ia  re-  inch  above  the  bifurcation,  the  ligature  being 

narfcable  for  ita  enormous  sixe*    A  aimilar  paaaed  around  it  very  readQy  by  meana  of 

case,  described  by  Heaae,  ia  to  be  found  in  Gibson'a  needle.     Pulaation  and  pain  ceased 

ifemV  Arehiv,  for  September  and  October,  in  the  tumor  the  moment  it  was  tied. 
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Numlmess  of  the  limb  and  foot,  and  in-  DeaDi  on  tSie  ftmrtb  daj  from  httmorriiage. 

aenribiUtj,  particaUily  of  tiie  toes,  luper-  4.  By  Bfr.  Liston,  in  1829,  for  aeoondaiy 

▼ened  immediately.     Knmbneaa  continued  b«morrliafe  after  amputation.    The  patient, 

to  some  degree,  with  occasional  intenrals,  wiio  was  dght  years  old,  died.     5.  It  was 

throughout  the  first  two  weeks.    Senmbility  tied  in  1833,  by  Mr.  Guthrie,  for  supposed 

graduaUy  increased  until  the  third  day,  when  gluteal  aneurism.    The  operation  was  sue- 

it  was  entirely  restored,  even  m  the  toes.  oeasM.      The    patient  died  eight  months 

The  limb  below  the  knee  became  sennblr  8nbseq[uently,  and  the  disease  proved  to  be  a 

cold  within  an  hour  after  the  operation.     It  medullary  tumor.    6.  In  1837,  Mr.  SsAo- 

was  immediately  enyeloped  in  carded  wool,  mon,  of  St.  Petersburgh,  tied  the  primitite 

and  recovered  its  natural  temperature,  as  iliac  with  suooess.     7.  Mr.  Syme,  of  Bdm- 

fiu*  down  as  the  ankle,  within  the  first  twelve  buiigh,  performed  tiiis  operation  in  1838. 

houn.     At  the  end  of  tirenty-four  houn  The  patient  died  on  the  fourth  day.     8.  By 

warmth  had  returned  in  the  foot— the  toes  M.  Deguise,  at  the  hospital  of  ChanDtan, 

only  renudnmg  below  the  proper  standard  Pktfis,  in  1840.     SnooeaML^-Pkiimdeipkim 

of  heat.    As  the  heat  returned  in  tiie  limb  Medical  Examiner, 

it  augmented,  so  as  to  make  it  really  warmer     

than  the  sound  one,  which  continued  to  be  ^_  rkot  A-Krrr>    knxvk 

tiHJ  case  during  tiie  firat  two  weeks.  ^^  OFIANIC  ALIU, 

Use  capillary  circulation  in  the  toes  oon-  a  nbw  ohoanic  body  obtainbo  fbom 
tinned  sluggish  until  the  rizth  day,  when  it  NABCorrNB. 
appeared  to  be  entirely  restored  to  activity.  — > 
'Hie  man  experienced  slight  pain,  with  the  This  body,  which  is  remarkable  on  account 
numbness,  from  time  to  time  in  the  affected  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  formed,  results 
limb,  but  did  not  suffer  materially  until  from  narcotine  being  exposed,  under  certain 
about  the  middle  of  the  second  week.     At  circumstances,  to  the  effects  of  oxidation, 
tins  time  he  complained  of  severe  pain.  It  is  best  obtained  in  the  following  manner : 
begizming  at  the  toes  and  darting  up  into  the  — Narcotine  is  dissolved  in  dilute  sulphuric 
tumor.    This  pain  was  relieved  by  the  appli-  acid,  and  it  should  be  observed,   that  this 
cation  to  the  tumor  of  lint  wet  with  lauda-  latter  may  be  present  in  oonaderable  excess ; 
num.    The  tumor,  which  had  previously  to  this  solution  manganese  is  added,  being 
been  rather  soft,  at  this  time  beoone  much  finely  triturated,  and  thm  heated.    The  so- 
more  dense,  and  decidedly  smaller.  lution  soon  be^s  to  assume  a  saffron-yeUow 

No  other  symptom  worthy  of  especial  note  colour,  and  evolves  carbonic  add  gas.    The 

presented  itself,  except  some  tumefaction  of  temperature  is  increased  to  the  boiling  point, 

the  leg,  which  occurred  on  the  fifteenth  day,  and  continued  until  no  fhrther  carbonic  acid 

and  subsided  in  two  days.  gas  is  evolved.    It  should  be  ascertamed  that 

The  wound  was  dressed  on  the  fourth  day,  tiie  manganese,  as  also  the  sulphuric  acid,  an 

and  every  day  thereafter.    The  discharge  present  in  excess  at  the  termination  of  the 

was  alwavs    healthy,   and  very  moderate,  process.    The    solution    bemg    still    at    a 

The  man  s  appetite  excellent,  and  general  boiling    temperature,  is   passed  throu^  a 

health  improved.     One  half  of  the  wound  filter.    Whilst  cooling  the  liquor  solidifies, 

united  by  the  fint  intention ;  and  the  whole  forming  a  mass  of  fine  crystalline  needles, 

wound,  except  the  sinus  occupied  by  the  These  consist  of  opianic  acid.    The  maai  is 

ligature,  had  cicatrised  within  the  fint  two  placed  on  a  filter,  when  the  yellow-ooloured 

weeks.  liquor  is  allowed  to  drip  off  the  crystals. 

The  ligatura  came  away  on   September  which  an  then  npeatedly  washed  with  cold 

27th,  the  thirty-fifth  day.    The  patient  is  water,  and  finally  pressed  as  strongly  as  pos- 

uow  allowed  to  sit  up,  and  is   doing  ex-  rfble;   after  which  the  acid  is  purified  by 

tremely  well.  means  of  good  animal  charcoal,  and  npeat- 

The  man  experienced  great  relief  from  edlyn-crystsllixing  from  a  saturated  solution 

the  numbness  and  pain,  in  repeated  friction  in  boiling  water. 

of  the  whole  limb  (and  especially  the  foot,  Opianic  add  crystsllizes  in  very  fine  prisms 

which  suffered  the  most  in  this  way)  with  of  a  silky  lustn.     It  diuolves  scarcely  ataU 

soap  liniment.   ^  in  cold  water,  but  mon  freely  in  hot  water ; 

This,  we  believe,  is  the  ninth  time  the  thus  a  saturated  solution,   at  the  boiling 

primitive  iliac  artery  has  been  tied.     It  was  point,  almost  entinly  solidifies  on  cooling, 

first  tied  in  1812,  by  Professor  Gibson,  of  resembling  benxoic  add.      It  likewise  dis- 

Pennsylvania,  for  a  gun-shot  wound.    The  solves  in  spirit  of  wine.     It  has  an  add  ra- 

patient  died  from  peritoneal  inflammation  action,  possessini;,  however,  only  a  feebly 

on  the  thirteenth  day.    2.   By  Professor  addulous  bitter  taste.     It  fuses  easily  into  a 

Mott,  in  1827.    The  ligatun  came  away  on  clear  oil,  and  solidifies  into  a  crystalline  form, 

the  eighteenth  day,  and  the  patient  recovered,  but  remains  amorphous  if  heated  beyond  its 

3.    By    Sir   Philip    Cnmpton,    in    1828.  point  dV  ftision.     It  does  not  seem  to  be 
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volatile,  altbough  it  may  be  curied  over  by  ilaid  witlicmt  smell ;  end  its  mnooos  mem- 
distillation  ;  this  may,  however,  be  explained  brane  was  injected  towards  the  greater  ear- 
by  the  drcumstanoe  that  it  rises  on  the  sides  vatore.  The  rest  of  the  alimentary  canal 
of  the  vessel.  Heated  in  the  open  air,  it  was  healthy.  The  floid  contained  in  the 
gives  oat  an  aromatic  odoar  resembling  that  stomach,  though  carefully  examined,  showed 
of  narootine.  It  is  likewise  very  inflam-  no  trace  of  prasaic  acid ;  but  the  fluid  in  the 
mable,  and  bums  with  a  bright  sooty  flame,  phial  contained  a  large  quantity.    This  was 

Opianic  acid  disengages  carbonic  acid,  shown  not  only  by  experiments  on  rabbits 
and  forms  soluble  salts  witii  all  bases.  Tlie  snd  a  dog,  which  after  swallowing  a  tea- 
salts  of  oxide  of  silver  and  lead  crystallize  in  spoonful,  died  with  convulsions  in  two  mi- 
thin  bright  prisms  and  laminse.  nates,  but  by  chemical  experiments  which 

It  does    not  contain    any  azote.      Hie  demonstrate  the  presence  of  a  greater  quan- 

writers  will,  on  a  future  occasion,  treat  in  tity  of  pnissic  acid  than  is  usuidly  contained 

detail  of  its  formation  from  narootine,  and  in  cherry-laurel  water  made  under  ^e  most 

its  remarkable  behaviour  towards  ammoniau  fiivourable  circumstances.     From  these  facts 

— AnnalM  qf  Ckymutry,  and  some  others  contained  in  the  annals  of 

science,  the  authors  justiy  conclude  that  it 


AN  INFANT  POISONED  BY  CHERRY  Z^^x  ^    f      c  ^'^y^''^  ^  ?»?  f,^ 

T  ATTPPT   WATFU  distilled  wstcr  of  the  cherry-Uurel  (whether 

IjAVRiUl.  WATIiB.  filtered  or  not  filtered),  untU  the  mode  of  its 

By  MM.  Rkmb  and  Walhisr.  preparation  be  more  accurately  fixed,  and 

its  action  on    the  system   more  precisely 

,.^,^..^         ^,       ,,  ascertained. — Oaieite  Midieah,  December 

A  rB|ffALB  mnmt  about  eight  months  old,  3    1342. 

of  a  very  good  constitution,  and  who  had     J '_ 

experienced  but  littie  illness,  seemed  to  suffer  _ 

from  dentition,  and  to  have  some  intestinal  FLOWERS  WHICH  PERFUME 

disorder.     The  physician  who  was  called  in  THE  AIR. 

prescribed  evacuants.    The  next  day,  finding  ..... 

irritation  in  the  abdomen,  he  ordered  three 

leeches  to  be  applied,  and  prescribed  the  And  because  tiie  breath  of  flowers  is  hr 

following  potion  :^-*  sweeter  in  the  air  (where  it  eomes  and  goes, 

Black  cherry  water     •     .     120  grammes,  like  the  warbling  of   music)   than  in  the 

Syrap  of  Tola       ...      30       „  hand,  therefore  nothing  Is  more  fit  for  that 

Myrtle  and  Calomel*     .        1       „  delight  than  to  know  what  be  the  flowers 

TjiiiAwnm 3       ,y  and  plants  that  do  best  perfiime  the  air. 

«_»     V     .                u  Roses,  damask  and  red,  are  fiist  flowers  of 

Mix.  A  [tea]  spoonM  to  be  given  every  hour,  their-smclls ;    so  that  you  may  walk  by  a 

Hie  prescription  was  carried  to  a  druggist  whole  row  of  them  and  find  nothing  of  their 

who  was  not  at  home,  neither  was  his  first  "weetness ;  yw,  though  ft  be  in  a  morning's 

pupil.    TTie  second  pupil,  not  immediately  dew.     Bays,  likewise,  yield  no  smell  as  they 

finding  the    bottle  which  contained  black  grow,  rosemary  little,  nor  sweet  maijoram ; 

cherry  water,  tiiought  he  might  use  cherry-  that  which,   above  all  others,  yields    the 

laaxel  water  iit«tf^  sweetest  smell  in  the  air  is  the  violet ;  espe- 

The  infimt  had  hardly  taken  half  a  tea-  c^y  the  white  doable  violet,  which  comes 

spooafol  of  the  potion,  when  she  shrieked,  t'^we  a  year,  about  the  middle  of  April,  and 

threw  her  bead  back,  was  convulsed,  and  aboat  Bartholomew-tide.    Next  to  that  is  the 

died  in  a  few  seconds.  musk-rose ;  then  the  strawberry  leaves  dying, 

Hie  word  '<  poisoning"  having  been  at-  ^th  a  most  excellent  cordial  smell ;  then 

tered,  the  autiioritiee  ordered  tiie  body  to  bo  the  flower  of  the  vines,  it  is  a  little  dust,  Uke 

examined,  which  was  done  witiitiiefoUowing  the  dust  of  a  bent*  which  grows  upon  the 

YtgaltB,  duster  in  the  first    coming   forth ;    then 

ImpeeiUm  24  howrt  qfter  <7#aM.— The  aweet-briar.  then  waU-flowers,  which   are 

stiffness  of  death  still  remained ;  the  abdo-  ▼«>7  ddightful  to  be  set  under  a  parlour  or 

men  was  ratiier  hard,  and  slightiy  swelled,  ^"f^  chamber-window ;    then  pinks  and 

In  tiie  biuin  and  spinal  marrow  tiiere  was  giUiflowers,  especially  the  matted  pink  and 

nothing  worth  mentioning.     The  stomach  ©*<>▼«  giUiflowers ;  then,  the  flowers  of  the 

<^^»iiTn^  two  teaspoonfuls  of  a  yellowish  Hme-troe,  then  the  honeysuckles,  so  they  be 

somewhat  afiur  off.     Of  bean-flowers  I  speak 

•  Ai  calomel  is  insoluble,  this  is  probably  a  °®t,  becanse  they  aro  field-flowers  :  but 
typographical  error;  unless,  indeed,  it  wm  in-  those  wbich  perfume  the  air  most  de- 
fended to  be  dilRued  by  raeans  of  the  syraj;).  lifhtfnllv,  not  passed  bv  as  the  rest,  but 

Tiie  leafes  and  flowers  of  the  myrtle  are  in  tM       **  ' ' "  ' 

flsateriassedica  of  the  Ftench  codex.  -• ' 

Trmn$tm4or*t  Note.  *  Bent,  a  Stalk  of  grass. 
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faeing  trodden  upon  and  enufaed,  an  three,  A  tin  MiDfie  pieced  foUie  boiler,  profidei 

that  ife  bamet,  wild  thyme,  and  water-mints ;  with  a  aecond  and  peifoiated  fake  boCton, 

therefore,  you  are  to  set  whole  alleys  of  tiiem  1"  eitoate  above  the  former.     Tlbe  apace 

to  have  the  pleaanre  when  you  walk  or  tread,  above  the  faiae  bottom  ia  fiUed  with  the 


— Bacon,  sabstanoe   to  be   extricated.     The 
. enters  the  interatiee  between  the  bottoms 

SUDDEN  DEATHS  AT  STRASBURGH.    ^  *^*  .^"*"''  ***~?^„!i,*Sl.^  T^ 

carnea  in  Ua  paaasge  thrOogfa  the  herb,  &c 

■  all  the  volatile  elementa.    Bottles,  capable 

At  the  Uitc  scicntWc   meeting  at   Straa-    ^?y*^f?^  ^*°^  ^T*""^  *?  ?"<!f*^y 


burgh .  M.  G.  Tourdea  commmicafeeda  aCs-  T^  ^'*",  ~  '»■■»»  "y  ^'  '  ^     V    S 

tietiLl  notice  on  the  s«hten  deaths  in  that  JJ«».«°  *5l^*^K*?r2?I^rj^ 

•«.-«     TK-  ^...^  «r  *i«af k    .a  ../»rf.Sn<vi  "«  •>'»  *"«  ">">,  wlulst  stiU  hot,  and  withont 

town.    The  causes  of  death,  as  ascertained  ^    ^^    .  ^ork.  they  should  be  covered  with 

Z'VT'TJ^^nnl/  "^  exa-  .'Sri^^t^STi^eSr^X bottle. and coat«l 

mmation.wereasfoUows:-  with^Ling-wax.     I^ey  aie  kept  in  cool 

No.  of  Cases,  ^d  dark  cupboards.    The  bottU*  in  nae  are 

Apoplexy  (cerebral  hssmofrhage)   .     1  dosed  with  a  cork,  and  pUwed  m  tin  boxes. 

Serous  apoplexy  ...     1  Distilled  water  of  fruits,  prepared  as  aqua 

Cerebral  congestion  .       .        .     .    4  d„picx  or  triplex,  keep  espedWly  well  in  this 

Cerebnd  and  pulmonary  ooQgeation    1  manner. 

Hemoptysia  .         .        •        .     1  Muller  is  of  opinion.— not  so  the  kte 

Fordflp  bodiea  hi  the  bronchi    .    .    2  Brandes,— that  the  circumstances  of  distilled 

Pulmonaiy  congestion  .        .        .13  waters  seldom  keeping  well  for  any  spaoe  of 

Syncope  •        .  .     •     1  time,  is  to  be  ascribed  mainly  to  the  hnpnrity 

Proration  of  the  hitestines  .        .2  of  the  spring-water;  and,  to  assist  in  their 

""""  preservation,  first  of  aU  the  water  eaaployed 

2^  should  be  as  pure  as  possible,  and  also  free 

1 .  In  more  than  half  the  cases,  death  oc-  ^o™  carbonic  add.  He  employs  purs  iwer. 
curred  while  d^tion  waa  going  on,  and  the  <M^  "^  ^^*  or  melted  snow,  adding  at  the 
stomach  contained  a  eonslderable  quantity  seme  time,  during  distillation,  to  each  pound 
of  food ,  recently  swaUowed.  ^  distilled  water,  half  an  ounce  of  pniveriard 

2.  The  blood  was  fluid,  or  mixed  with  charcoal.  He  thinks  he  has  observed,  ttiat 
diffluent  cloU  in  twcthirds  of  the  cases ;  it  ^^  essential  oil  thereby  unites  in  greater 
was  always  so  in  the  instances  of  pnlmonary  quantity  and  more  intimately  with  the  water, 
congestion,  with  one  exception.  "*^  **•■*  ^«  product  keeps  better.     In  order 

3.  In  two-thirda  of  the  cases  there  waa  **>  ^^^^  ^'^^^  ^**'**  ^^^  ^^^'  ■•^  ^^•R*" 
organic  disesse  of  Uie  heart.  It  consisted  in  ^^^^  substances  only  as  are  fresh  and  good 
concentric,  or  more  frequently  eccentric  hy-  ^^^^^  ^  ««cd  •  **»  waters  must  not  then 
pertrophy,  with  dilatation  of  the  cavitiea ;  ^  immediately  brought  into  the  preserving 
there  was  never  any  narrowing  of  the  orifices.  ▼<*sels,  neither  should  the  essential  oil,  flosft- 
Tbese  alterations  favoured  the  development  ^ST  on  the  suffice,  be  removed ;  and,  when 
of  the  affections  of  the  lungs  and  bram.  poured  out,  they  should  always  be  well  agi« 

4.  Sudden  deatii  occurred  more  frequentiy  ^^*  *^^  W^  ^  "^°^  bottles  rh  an  airy, 
among  men  than  women ;  and  among  the  *7»  ■**<*  cool  placc^-JniwIr  ^  CkymiHry, 
latter  at  a  more  advaneed  age.    Casea  weie  December. 

most  nuoMrous  in  summer  and  winteri  par-  ^- 

ticulariy  the  latter. 

M.  Mayor,  of  Uusanne,  dted  thne  in-  CERTIFICATES  OF  LUNACY. 

stanoea  of  sudden  death  through  syncope  . 

from  slight  or  unknown  causes*    No  diseased 

structure  was  found  on  examination.  *  ^"'''  ▼«>*'>«  to  say  that  not  one  prae* 

M.  Bertini  saw  a  young  man  die  suddenly  ^tioner  out  of  one  hundred  ever  had  a  caae 

from  syncope,  at  the  moment  the  surgeon  ^f  insanity  under  his  care,  or  made  the  ^* 

was  introducing  a  sound  into  hia  urethn. eases  of  the  mind  his  study,  and  yet  a  oer- 

Abridged  from  the  B»aminaieur  Midieal,  ^ca^,  with  the  names  of  any  two  phy- 

and  Gageiie  Mdieale  de  Stratkurg.  sidans,  surgeons,  or  apothecaries,  attsehed 

to  it,  is  sttffident  to  warrant  any  two  or  tiiree 

T\Tc*i«f  T  T  on  ttr  A  fnn  keepers  Ibrdbly  dragging  a  person  in  the 

DISTILLED  WATERS.  perfect  possession  of  his  senses  to  some  snug 

...^  retreat.     How  many  who  are  merely  labour- 
ing under  temponry  mental  exdtement,  not 

DiSTiLLU)  waters  are  prepared  mtiie  follow,  the  most  remotdv  allied  to  inaaaity,  are 

tng  way  by  Tlissing :—  considered  as  mad,'and  are  shut  up  in  hmatic 


HOHffiOPATHY.  IsT 

•syliiBi^ !    Th0  mmirbqi^  kM^ are  merely  aooonUiig  to  the  aooe]ited  pnotioe  in  aiiailar 

eeoeatiic,  w&ose  pasnons  are  easily  roused,  oasea,  should  have  bean  carefaUy  watched  by 

ia  oftea  prononnoed  insane,  and  is  doomed  har  medical  attendant  during  tba  whole  period 

to  pine  away  his  existence  among  men  un-  of  gestation,  and  such  means  adopted  as  were 

questionably  mad.    It  is  an  easy  and  effec-  Ukdy  to  prevent  any  undae  determination  to 

tual  mode  of  getting  rid  of  a  troublesome  the  head  during  or  pneceding  labour.    Thus 

relative  to  send  him  to  an  "  establishment  might  have  been  prevented  the  probability  of 

for  the  reception  of  the  nervously  afflicted,"  apoplexy  or  oonvuUbns.     Bnt  snoh  tveat- 

as  a  madhouse  is  often  termed  in  an  attrae-  meat  is  against  the  principles  of  Hahnemann 

tive  advertisement.     It  may  be  said,  that  and  his  disciples ;    and  therefore  oonld  not 

(his  never  happens.     I  reply,  it  has  occurred,  have  been  followed  by  the  homoeopathic 

and  as  long  as  the  present  "  certificate  sys-  attendanta  on  this  unhappy  lady.    As  the 

tern"  is  put  in  practice,  the  same  outrage  on  period  of  her  expected  confinement  drew 

humanity  will  oiften  take  place.     The  utmost  near,  she  was  seiaed  with  convulsions ;   and, 

vigilance  and  kindness  exhibited  by  the  Com-  as  a  matter  of  course,  their  fractional  graina 

miaaioners  appointed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  their  globules  had  no  sort  of  power  to 

to  visit  the  receptacles  for  the  insane  will  check  them.     Some  time  waa  lost  in  Iham 

not  remedy  the  eviL     It  is  impossible  that  fruitless  attempt8-<*and  we  all  know  tiwgvait 

every  case  can  be  investigated.— On    the  valne  of  even  an  hour  in  sMb  caaea.    By 

Prettrvatiom  qf  the  Health  of  Body  end  accident,  a  medical  osaB  of  some  enunenoe 

Aiind.    By  Forbes  Winslow.  waa  in  the  boMi^  and  was  vequaated  to  aee 


the  caae;  be  pronounced  the  lady  to  be 

SULPHATE  OF  QUININE.  anfiwing  onder  puerperal  oonvalaiooB,  re- 

__  quiring   from    those    in    altendanoe    the 

According  to  a    Parisian  Journal*    (the  ™o»t   w^^e  and  energetic  meaaarea,  and 

Bxaminaieur  Midical  of  Dec.  15th),  serious  **»«  asaistance  also  of  a  akilfol  aoconeh^ur, 

symptoms,  and  even  death  itself,  had  lately  to  forward    the    deUvery  of   the    patient, 

foUowed  the  admiuistsatkm  of  large  doses  of  ^l^ich  seemed  to  him  urgent  and  necessary, 

aolphate  of  quinine  in  the  hospitals.  ^o,  the  homoeopathic  doctors  qx>ke  con 

fidently,  and  the  poor  husband  was  not 

shaken  in  his  faith  oif  their  skill  and  power. 

HOMQSOPATHY.  The  infinitesimal  remedies  were  alone  used : 

the  convulsions,  as  a  matter  of  certainty,  ran 

To  Ike  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gatette.  fy'^l^T  """'""'''^ '  "*  MK)pI«jtie  oom. 

Sm,  Here  I  pause  ;   not  to  comment  on  the 

I  CANNOT  resist  calling  your  attention,  as  well  foregoing  part  of  the  narrative,  but  to  in- 

aa  that  of  our  profession  generally,  to  a  me-  troduce  a  copy  of  a  bulletin  these  worthy 

landK>ly  and  fatal  instance  of  the  fallacy  of  gentlemen  issued  when  the  patient  was  in 

homoeopathy,  which  has  lately  occurred  in  this  stage  of  the  disease,  and  when  she  was,  in 

the  upper  circles.     I  send  yon  the  pardcu-  all  likelihood,  past  hope — when  eiiusion  must 

larsi  not  only  because  they  are  of  painful  have  commenced,  and  when  no  bleeding,  no 

intereat,  but  because  I  think  the  circulation  leeching,  no  purgative  had  been  used  but  aa 

of  them  may  do  more  to  check  this  fashion-  you  wiU  see,  "  the  violent  convulsive  attacks 

able  quackery  than  all  the  arguments  which  had  yielded  to  the  means  employed." 
ao  Uamed  aacience  haa  had  arrayed  against 

it.  It  is  surely  too  profound  for  the  wise  to  (copy.) 
comprehend,  and  can  only  be  understood  by  **  Lady  —  had  till  nine  o'clock  last  evea- 
those  who  allow  their  credulity  very  far  to  ing  several  very  violent  convulsive  attacks. 
exceed  their  judgment.  This  affectation  of  These  have  now  yielded  to  the  meana  em- 
depth  makea  the  system  more  dangerous  ployed,  and  there  has  been  no  return  since 
than  a  mere  vulgar  empiricism.  two  o'clock  this  morning. 

Unfortunately  for  herself,  the  poor  lady        *<  Her  Ladyship  has,  however,  not  yet  re- 

to  whose  late  I  allude,  had  great  faith  in  the  covered  her  senses, 

doctrine  of   homoeopathy.     Her  husband,  (Signed),  "  P.  CumiB  L.C. 
too,  waa  equally  credulous  aa  to  the  efficacy  u  Hawlis  DuMaroBO,  M.D. 


of   the  German  theories   of   Hahnemann. 
Though  in  her  confinement,  eighteen  months 


Friday,  4  past  9,  a.m.«" 


ago,  she  nttrly  lost  her  life  by  bomoeopathio  ^  ^^^  ^  ,  ^       contradiction  in  this 

treatment,  her  belief  m  it,  stntnge  to  say,  charming  bulletin :— •*^Lady  — .  had  several  very 

continued  unshaken  ;  and  on  again  becoming  violent   convulsive   attacks  till  9  o'clock   last 

pregnant,  recourse  was  liad,  as  before,  to  r*?*?*'v%1  **"*"  •**"»^2.  ?K«^m2[n'S2 

ft      J.    •  1         •    ^t      .  ^  .^    .      la.  3  o  dock  this  mornuur."    Do  tney  m^n  inac 

the  disciples  of    the  infinitesunal  system,  they  gave  their  globvOeat  9,  and  at  2  she  had  her 

This  lady  was  of  a  very  plethoric  habit,  and,  last  convulsion  f 
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A  note  was  writtn  by  ona  of  the  Uamkj 
at  thia  junctiire,  speaking  eheeringly  of  the 
opinions  given  by  these  gentioment  as  mani- 
fested in  their  bulletin. 

In  this  state  of  nnoonscionsness,  and  by 
the  assistance,  I  nndentand,  of  the  medical 
practi^ner  before  alluded  to,  the  patient 
gare  birth  to  a  child  and  sank.  These  are 
facts;  and  the  story  is  a  melancholy  one, 
much  to  be  deplored.  Although  pain- 
ful to  all  parties  interested,  it  ought  not  to 
pass  by  unnoticed.  I  am  sure  you  will  say 
with  me,  that  any  tyro,  who  had  attended  one 
course  only  of  midwifery  lectures,  would  have 
known  every  symptom  in  this  ease,  and 
been  able  to  determine  on  the  necessary,  and 
(in  all  probability)  successful  treatment.  A 
story  was  circulated  immediatelj  after  the 
event,  that  a  fright  occasioned  the  convul- 
sions :  this  caused  a  fear  of  the  coroner. 
The  rumour  was  than  changed,  and  a  post- 
mortem examination  was  made. 

Report, — Softening  of  the  brain ;  a  large 
tumor;  and  more  water  than  usual  in  the 


Your  readers  may  wish  to  know  who  ex- 
amined the  head  ?  Dr.  Hahnemann's  dis- 
ciples I 

These  facts  need  no  Airther  comment ;  they 
must  be  clearly  understood,  at  least  by  every 
medical  man. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

M.D. 
January  S,  18i3. 

NOTE  FROM  MR.  DALRYMPLE. 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medieat  Gaiette, 

Sir, 
I  RATS  only  this  day  seen  the  observations 
of  Mr.  Clay  Wallace,  respecting  a  certain 
muscle  in  the  eyes  of  fishes,  contained  in 
your  journal  of  the  16th  inst.,  and  I  lose  no 
time  in  offering  to  that  gentleman  my  apolo- 
gies for  the  use  of  a  term  which  could  not 
but  have  been  offensive  to  him.     After  his 
disclaimer,  I  cannot  but  regret  having  "  sus- 
pected" him  of  a  plagiary  of  what  was  afker 
all  by  no  means  wortb  the  copying. 
I  am  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Dalrympls. 

6,  Hpllet  Street,  Cavendiah  Square. 
1/6C*  39,  IMS* 


DECEASE  OF  MR.  WALKER. 

Wb  ngret  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr. 
Walker,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  St.  George's 
Hospital.  This  event  took  place  on  Mon- 
day last,  after  a  very  short  illness  ;  and  we 
understand  that  the  immediate  cause  vras 
haemorrhage  from  the  intestinal  canal  depen- 
dent, upon  disease  of  the  liver. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of   deaths  from  all 

causes  registered  in    the    week    ending 

Saturday,  December  24.  1842. 

Small  FOX 9 

Meftslet  la 

Scarlatina  S3 

Hooping  Cough Si 

Croup 7 

Thrush 3 

Diarrhoea    6 

DTsentery  S 

Cholera    0 

I  nfluenza 0 

Typhus    99 

Brysipelss • 

Svphflis  O 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  lil 
DiseasM  of  the  Longs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 9t9 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessda ....  19 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    5S 

Diseases  Of  the  Kidneys,  fcc 10 

Childbed 7 

Ovarian  Dropsy  O 

Disease  of  Uterus,  ftc S 

Rheumatism 8 

Diseasesof  Joints,&c S 

Ulcer 0 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 0 

Diseasesof  Uncertain  Seat 100 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 70 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    '18 

Causes  not  specified S 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51^  37'  32"M 
Longiiude  0^  3'  51"  W.  ^  Greempick. 

December,     (Thbbmohbtbk.  BAUOMnna. 

Wednesday  98  >  from  96  to  89 
Thursday  .  99  85 

48 

47 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLBMEN  ADlfflTTBD  mMBEHS. 

Friday f  December  30,  1842. 

J.  8.  Mackintosh.— G.  Oeere.— T.  Evans.— 
T.  8,  Bteckwell.— H.  Hutson.— W.  A.  lUclcham. 
— C.  Evans.— W.  .8.  Britton.  —  H.  Cooper.— R. 
Jones.— J.  Mntlins.— N.  Buckley. 


99 

Friday ...  SO 
Saturday  .  31 

Jan.  1843. 
Sunday  .  .    1 
Monday  .  .    2 
Tuesday    .    3 


49 
S5 

55 


99^1  to  90-09 


30*03 
30*10 
30*01 


ao-09 

90-05 
39-95 


96 
19 


36 
35 


90*16 
39*94 

30-07 


90-11 

99i»7 
30-14 


Wind.  S.W.  till  the  evening  of  the  31  st  ult. ; 
shice  N.  hy  W.  and  N.W. 

Except  the  evening  of  the  SIst  ult.  when  rain 
fell,  renerally  clear. 

RiSn  fallen,  1)25  of  an  inch. 

Cbarlkb  Hknry  Apamb. 


Wilson  St  Ooilvy,  57}  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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L B CT  U  R ES  purt8,of  irater, 983*4 ;  albamen,5*9 ;  albumi- 
nate of  aoda  and  chloride  of  sodium,  6*1 ; 

^^  ^"  animal  eztractiTey  soluble  in  water  and  alco- 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OP  hoi,  urea,  and  chloride  of  sodium,  4*6 ;  with 

MIDWIPERY,  traces  of  alkaline  sulphate.     Urea  has  not, 

-V  ..        .....».*       ^«-  ^         f  howcYwr,  been  inTariably  detected  in  the 

Delweredm  the  T^lMfre  qfSt.  Gwrgt  $  y^^^^^  ^^y      I  iaduced  premature  Ubour 

Hotpitai,  fQ^  distorted  pelvii  in  a  patient  ax  montht 

Bt  Robert  Lks,  M.D.  P.R.S.  pregnant  by  drawing  off  the  liquor  amnii, 

__  which  amounted  to  thirty-two  ounces.     It 

Lbcturb  XII  ^"*  °'  *  ^*^*  straw  colour ;  its  specific  gra- 

^      .     ^.                  ..„,'.•*.  vity  was  10*10  :  it  was  neither  acid  nor  al- 

Om  Mc  Liquor  Ammt,  Fatal  MembroMg,  ^^^^     p^    p^^^  ^^  p^.  Bostock  ana- 

and  UtMHeml C9rd,in  the  htitr  montht  ^^^  portions  of  it,  but  they  could  not 

qf  Prtffnaney.  discover  any  trace  of  urea  or  uric  acid  in  its 

Aftbe  the  fifth  month  the  walls  of  the  de-  composition.     Cases  have  been  related  in 

cidual  cavity  have  usually  coalesced,  and  the  which  saffron  and  sulphuric  acid  have  been 

villi  and  cells  of  the  chorion  whi6h  were  detected  in  the  liquor  amnii  after  they  had 

covered  by  the  decidna  reflexa  have  disap-  been  taken  by  pregnant  women.      Ualler 

peared,  and  the  placenta  and  membranes  and  Leuret  state  that  in  women  who  have 

form  a  large  sac,  which  adheres  to  the  whole  used  mercurial  friction  during  pregnancy  the 

inner  surface  of  the  uterus,  and  contains  the  liquor  amnii  has  possessed  the  property  of 

foetus,  umbilical  cord,   and  liquor    amnii.  rendering  copper  white.      From  this  and 

The  iiguor  amnii  is  usually  of  a  straw  or  other  facts  I  oelleve  that  the  processes  of 

orange  colour,  and  has  a  faint  but  not  very  secretion  and  absorption  are  constantly  going 

disagreeable  odour.     It  is  unctuous,  and  a  on  upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  amnion  ; 

little  more  dense  than  pure  water.     Some-  though  no  blood-vessels  nor  absorbents  have 

times  it  is  floccnlent,  having  grey,  yellow,  yet  been  demonstrated  in  this  membrane, 

green,  or  black  shreds  floating  in  it,  or  it  The  quantity  of  liquor  amnii  varies  in  diffe- 

appears  to  be  mixed  with  blood,  and  has  a  rent  women,  and  in  the  same  persons  in 

foetid  smell.    Yanquelin  and  Buniva  found  it  different  pregnancies.    Very  often  it  does  not 

to  consist  of  98*8  water,  1*2  albumen,  and  amount  to  a  pint  at  the  full  period  of  gesta- 

aattsof  soda  and  Kme.     Geoffrey  St.  Hilaire  tion.     In  one  case  sixteen  pints  escaped  on 

says  it  contains  atmospheric  air ;  but  Las-  puncturing  the  membranes.     In  a  woman 

saigne  and  Chevreuil  believe  that  this  ga-  with  great  distortion  from  moUities  ossium  I 

seous  fluid  is  a  mixture  of  carbonic  acid  gas  drew  off  the  whole  of  the  liquor  amnii  at  the 

and  azote.    Tromherz  and  Gaugert  found  in  end  of  the  seventh  month,  and  it  did  not 

it  benzoic  acid  and  urea.     Dr.  Davy  has  also  exceed  a  pint.     The  liquor  amnii  distends 

detected  urea  in  tiie  liquor  amnii ;  and  there  the  uterus  during  pregnancy,  preserves  the 

can  be  no  doubt  that  this  and  the  other  con-  foetus  and  umbilical  cofd  from  external  vio- 

stituents  of  the  urine  are  secreted  by  the  lence,  and  assists  in  the  dilatation  of  the  oa 

kidneys  of  the  foetns  long  anterior  to  birth,  uteri  during  labour.     It  was  the  opinion  of 

and  that  in  a  perfect  state  of  the  organs  the  Hippocrates  that  the  foetus  swallowed  Um 

urine  is  continually  escaping  through  the  liquor  amnii ;  and  this  view  of  the  nutrition 

bladder,  and  mixing  with  the  amniotic  fluid,  of  the    foetus    was    adopted    by    Hnrvey. 

Dr.  Rees  has  more  lately  analysed  the  liquor  **  QuinetJam  cerium  ett,''  he  observes,  **  in- 

amnii,  and  has  fbund  it  to  contain  in  lOOQ  trm  pulli  ingluviem  (talisque  prorsus  in  om- 
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niam  embryonum  Tentricnltis  cemitur)  sub-  connected  with  tho  iaperflcial  brandies  of 

rttotiam  quandam,  colore,  sapore,  et  con«  the  amblUcsl  vesselsy  that  it  leems  to  gire 

aistentia    dlcto    jam    Uquori    pertimilem  them  A  ooat ;  or  tfa^  seem  to  ran  in  a  da* 

reperiri ;   eandemqoe,    in    ventricalo    ali-  pljcatare  of  ita  sabstanoe  till  they  emerge  in 

quantnlam  coctam,  lac  coagulatam  referre :  smaller  branches    to    disperse   themselrea 

qoam  etiam,  chyli  specie,  in  primis  inteatinis  through  the  different  lobes  of  the  placenta.'' 

d^prehendimoa,   inferiora    antem    intestina  The  smallest  branches,  eren  the  capillaries, 

excrementis  sterooraceis  referta  sunt.    Simi-  as  well  as  the  largest  vmbifical  Tcssela  of  the 

liter  in  viriparoram    in  foetibns   intestina  placenta,  have  this  coat  from  the  chorioD,  as 

eraisiore  consimili    excremento    replentnr,  I  stated  before  when  describing  the  ttrac- 

qaali  eadem,  cum  lacte  vescuntnr,  abnndare  tare  of  the  placenta  in  the  early  months  of 

cemimas.      In  oribos  etiam,  aUisque  bisaU  pregnancy. 

cis,  manifesta  sunt  scybala.   Quid  dubitemus        The  decidna,  in  the  latter  months,  is  n 

igitor  affirmare  foetum  in  atero  sngere ;  et  soft  vascular   membrane,  of    a   yellowish 

in  eo  fieri  chylificationem,  cum  ejus  manifesta  colour,  which  inyests  the  whole  ovum.     Nu- 

adatnt  turn  principia,  turn  refect  aments  V*  merous  small  tortuous  arteries  and  Teins 

The  fallacy  of  this  opinion  of  Harvey  and  pass  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  uterus  to 

of  later  physiologists,   with  regard  to  the  the  deddua,  and  ramify  in  it ;  or  rather  tbe 

ioaroes  of  the  nutritious  matter  found  in  the  arteries  of  the  uterus  terminate  in  the  de- 

intestinal  canal  of  the  foetus,  is  demonstrated  cidual  arteries,  and  the  decidual  veins  open 

by  the  facts,  that  the  liquor  amnii  does  not  into  the  veina  of  tbe  uterus.    Hie  oblique 

contain  nutritiousmatter,and  that  acephalous  venous  canals  which  existed  in  the  earij 

chfldren,  and  those  bom  with  the  oesophagua  months  are  not  visible,  and  the  geneirf  eha- 

impervious,   have  not  only  been  perfectly  racter  of  the  membrane  is  grttStj  dnt^ed. 

nourished,  but  in  their  intestines  substances  At  the  neck  of  the  uterus  it  is  usually  thin, 

have  been  found  similar  in  character  to  those  and  around  the  placents  it  is  thicker  and 

contained  in  the  intestines  of  children  In  more  vascular  than  in  any  other  part.     Dr. 

whom  no  such  malformation  had  existed.  Hunter  says,  that  ft  the  very  edge  of  the 

The  foetal  membranes  in  the  latter,  as  in  placenta  it  splits  into  two  strata,  and  is  oon- 

the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  are  three —  tinued  over  both  surfocea  of  tlie  placenta, 

viz.  the  amnion,  chorion,  and  decidua.   The  but  especially  its    inner   smooth   surfisce, 

amnion  and  chorion,  after  covering  the  um-  blending  itself  there  inseparably  with   the 

bilical  cord  and  inner  surface  of  the  placenta,  umbilkad    portion  of  the   placenta.     Dr. 

unite  at  its  circumference  with  the  decidua,  Baillie  has  given  the  same  opinion  respecting 

which  invests  the  uterine  side,  and  extend  the  division  of  the  decidua  into  two  mem- 

firom  thence  over  the  whole  inner  surface  of  branes  at  the  margin  of  the  placenta,  and 

the  uterus.      Though  divisible  into  three  states,  that  **  the  layer  of  the  oecidua  which 

layers,  they  may  be  considered,  in  a  physio-  Ves  between  the  chorion  and  the  placenta  is, 

logical  point  of  view,  as  constituting  only  in  one  case,  much  thicker  than  in  another, 

one  membrane.    When  separated  from  the  It  sometimes  forms  a  smooth,  tender,  opaque 

chorion,  with  which  it  is  every  where  in  membrane;  but  is  more  frequently  retica* 

contact,  the  amnion  is  a  strong  transparent  lated,  especially  towards  the  edge  of  the  pla- 

membrene,  smooth   on  the  inner  surface,  centa,  looking  somewhat  like  lace.     Occft- 

and  covered  on  the  outer  by  a  layer  of  gela-  slonally  there  are  portions  of  it  a  good  deal 

tinous  matter  of  no  great  thickness.    The  thicker  than  the  rest,  and  whidi,  shining 

cAon'ofi,  wtaieh  was  dense  and  opaque,  and  through  the  transparent  chorion,  bear  some 

covered  with  ^lli  in  the  early  months,  is  resemblance  to  pieces  of  fat.    This  layer  is 

now  a  very  delicate  translucent  membrane,  generally  thicker  than  that  which  adheres  to 

which  firmly  adheres  to  the  whole  inner  sur-  the  rough  external  lobulated  surface  of  the 

face  of  the  decidna.    Near  the  margin  of  the  placenta.     It  communicates  with  that  other 

placentasome  scattered  vHli  are  occasionally  by  means  of  the  processes  of  the  deddaa, 

seen  rumifying  under  the  decidua.     In  the  which  pass  between  the  lobules  of  the  pU- 

human  chorion  I  am  not  aware  that  any  centa  and  along  the  external  surface  of  the 

blood-vessels  have  been  seen  in  the  early  umbilical  vessels.    These  processes  may  be 

months,  but  I  have  distinctly  observed  ded-  evidently  seen  to  jom  it,  and  it  is  probable 

dual  veins  llltod  with  injection  ramifying  upon  that  they  contribute  prindpally  to  its  fbmu- 

the  chorion  in  the  eighth  month.  Mr.  Dunn  tion." 

shewed  me  a  portion  of  chorion  in  March        Mr.  Hunter  says  the  placenta  is  certainly 

1841,  in^  whidi  veins  were  seen  filled  with  a  foetal  part,  and  is  formed  on  the  inside  of 

yellow  injectioii  j  which  had  flowed  from  the  spongy  chorion  or  decidua,  and  ^t  the  de- 

uterine  veins,  thttmgh  those  of  the  deddua,  cidua  can  be  distinctly  traced  between  the 

into  tbe  veins  of  the  diorion.     **  That  por-  placenta  and  uterus,   hardly  ever  pasaing 

tion  of  the  chorion,"  says   Dr.    Hunter,  between  the  lobuli  of  the  placenta  and  the 

'^whidi  invests  the  fotal  surflice  of  the  pl^-  vessels  of  the  foetus,  never  entering  faito  it^ 

'etMa,  is  thick,  strong,  and  it  to  intimately  and  that  of  course  none  of  the  foetal  vessds 
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«Ter  oome  into  absolute  oontaet  with  Uie  log  commeiiow  at  a  time  when  the  embryo 

ateroi.     In  some  placentK  I  have  distinctly  is  wbolly  suspended  by  the  Amis ;  it  is  diffi- 

seen  a  thin,  yellowish,  cribriform  membrane  cult,  therefore,  to  belie?e  that  it  takes  place 

^^fiiif  wider  the  chorion,  which  appeared  to  solely  for  the  purpose  of  preventing   the 

be  euBrtiwiimawitili  tbe  deddua  at  the  margin  Tessels  from  b^ig  affected  by  any  stretching 

of  the  plaoeBla»  aa  daMribad  by  Dr.  Hooter  power.    Nor  can  this  taming  of  the  aiteriea 

and  Dr.  BaiUie*  and  I  now  balisva  that  it  round  the  rem,  and  torsion  of  the  cord  iiom 

exists  in  all  pUcentK  at  the  ftiU   period.  Wt  la  rigjhtf  commencing  at  the  nmbilioos, 

though  often  recognised  with  great  diAcolly,  taka  plaee  fer  the  pnrpose  of  retarding  the 

and  never  seeii  in  the  eaiiy  months.  foetal  cirmlsfimi,  aa  some  physiologists  have 

The  Tascolar  system  of  the  fbetos  extends  supposed.    The  rapid  aelioB  of  the  foetal 

by  the  umbilical  cord  to  the  placenta,  in  heart,  and  the  force  of  both  iwdsiilw  being 

which  the  processes  of  respiration  and  nutri-  applied  to  propel  the  stream  of  bloc(d  through 

tion  are  performed.     It  consists  of  the  two  the  umbilical  arteries,  prove  that  nature  in- 

uiCiinKcal  arteries,  which  convey  the  blood  tended  that  the  foetal  blood  should  dreulate 

from  the  foetus  to  the  placenta,  and  of  the  swilUy  through  the  vessels  of  the  plaocDta. 

umbiUcal  vein  which  bnngs  badt  the  blood  Had  it  been  otherwise,  the  f.atoations  of  the 

from  the  placenta  to  the   foetus.     These  foetsl  heart  would  probably  have  corresponded 

vessels,  with   the  oblitersted  duct   of  the  with  those  of  the  parent, 

vesicnia  umbilicalis,  pass  through  a  peculiar  In  this  large  iigected  umbilical  cord,  you 

oellulsr  structure,  which  contains  a  very  ropy  see  the  amnion  and  chorion  distinctly  re- 

gehdnous  fluid  odled  the  gelatin  of  Wharton,  fleeted  from  the  foetal  surfoce  of  the  placenta, 

Tliese  cells  of  the  cord  freely  communicate  and  forming  its  sheath,  which  extends  to  the 

with  one  another,  so  that  the  viscid  fluid  umbilicus.    The  appearances  are  here  also 

wholly  escapes  from  a  cord  that  has  been  eat  •sta  which  led  Profoasor  Fohman  to  believe 

and  sui|>ended  by  one  of  the  divided  extre-  -that  he  had  discovered  absorbents  in  the  cord, 

mities.    All  these  cells  csn  be  filled  with  air  He  says,  if  you  make  an  opening  in  the 

and  mercury.     In  this  preparation,  after  the  sheath  of  the  cord,  and  put  in  a  fine  tube 

fluid  from  the  cells  had  escaped,  they  were  filled  with  mereury,  you  will  inject  all  the 

filled  with  air,  and  also  the  arteries  and  the  absorbents.    It  is  hnie  quite  evident  that 

veins,  and  the  cord  was  quidcly  dried  in  the  there  is  nothing  but  the  cellular  membrane 

sun.    The  whole  is  so  transparent  that  the  under  the  sheaSi  of  the  cord  injected  with 

course  of  the  arteries  turning  round  the  vein  the  mercury,  and  tiie  appearances  are  pre- 

is  beautifully  seen.     In  some  places  the  arte-  dsdy  similar  to  those  represented  in  M. 

lies  run  a  little  way  without  turning  round  Fohman'a  Plate.     Neither  absorbents  nor 

the  vein,  or  form  solitary  loops  or  folds  in  nerves  have  yet  been  demonstrated  either  in 

others :    in  this  injected  funis  the  arteries  the   umbiiicid  cord  or  p'ac^ta,  although 

are  likewise  seen  turning  round  the  vein,  I  think  it  extremely  probable  they  exist  in 

firmly  twisted  in  one  part,  and  in  other  parts  both.     In  some  cases  the  umbilical  cord  is 

leaving  the  vein  for  a  short  distance  and  thicker  than  the  thumb,  is  of  a  livid  colour, 

running  nearly  parallel  with  it.     lliis  spiral  and  loaded  with  serum.    At  other  times  we 

course  of  the  umbilical  arteries  round  the  meet  with  embryos  expelled  in  abortion,  at 

vdn,  and  twisting  of  the  whole  cord,  always  the  end  of  the  second  or  third  month  with 

comnKOces  and  exists  in  the  highest  dqpnee  umbilical  cords  a  foot  in  length,  not  thicker 

tA  the  umbilicus  of  the  embryo.     It  must,  than  a  pack-thread,  and  twisted  as  firmly  as 

therefore,  arise,  ss  Mr.  Streeter  has  suggested,  the  threads  of  a  rope.    This  is  a  very  good 

from  the  action  of  the  heart  upon  the  arteries  specimen  of   a  long,  slender,  and  firmly 

of  the  cord,  and  not  from  the  simple  rotatory  twisted  funis,  attached  to  an  embryo  of  ten 

movements  of  the  embryo  and  foetus.    But  weeks.      It  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  the 

it  is  difficult,  or  rather,  impossible,  yet  to  heart  of  this  embryo  could  possess  a  power 

explain  why  the  turning   should  generally  sufficient  to  turn  the  funis  round  in  this  firm 

teke  plsee  from  left  to  right,  whidi  is  not  manner. 

acddeotal.    '*  Whatever  be  the  cause,"  says  The  average  length  of  the  cord  is  about 

Dr.  Hunter, "  in  most  which  I  have  attended  dghteen  or  twen^  inches ;  but  it  is  often  two 

to,  the  twisting  of  the  navel-string  has  been  feet  in  length',  and  it  has  in  a  fow  cases  mea- 

in  the  aame  direction,  namely,  such  as  would  sured  upwards  of  fifty  inches,  and  has  been 

be  produced  in  turning  the  child  round  upon  twistedsevenl  thnes  rSund  the  neck  or  trunk 

the  navd  as  a  centre,  by  pushing  ila  head-  of  the  foetusl    In  some  instances  it  has  lieen 

Cowards  the  right  side,  and  its  feet  to  the  left,  soshoit,  that  the  child  could  notesoapefhmi 

In  two-and-thirty  prepantions  now  before  the  v^na  till  it  was  divided.  The  twisting  of 

me,  four  only  are  twisted  the  contr^  way ;  the  coind  round  the  neck  of  the  foetus  is  a 

and  of  the  twenty«eight  which  are  twiate4  in  very  common  occurrence.     In  1920  cases, 

At  common  way,  three  have  the  contivy  Dr.  ChurchiU  says  it  was  observed  204  times, 

twist,  for  soma  inches,  st  the  extremity  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  very  com- 

which  waa  towanb  the  ftetua."    The  twist-  mon  cause  of  protracted  hdionr.    Thetwist- 
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ingof  thieord  round  the  neck  ii  owing  to  better;  bete  tbe  cord  i«  about  nine  inchea  in 

a  different  ante  from  the  twiiting  of  the  length,  and  firmly  twiited  Uke  a  wOTeted 

veaisli  of  tbe  fnnia  (rom  left  to  ri^t.     I  thread.     The  left  arm  hu  quitted  the  cheat,  . 

believe  in  a  great  m^ieriCj  of  cues  it  ii  pro-  and  the  band  is  applied  to  tbe  left  side  of  tbe 

doced  by-  one  of  Ibe  arms  receding  from  tbe  bee.  The  funis  passes  np  over  the  rigbl  arm, 

thom.     I  have  observed  tbis  in  so  many  which  reats  on  the  tborai,  tnnti  roond  the 

cases  Chat  1  have  little  doubt  of  tbe  fact,  and  neck,  then  over  the  back  part  of  the  left 

yoD  have  a  striking  illmtration  of  it  in  tbii  shonldcr,  wbidi  it  hai  marked  deeply,  and 

Plate  acoompanying  M.  Siebold'i  Obetetricnl  nins  nnder  tbe  left  axilla,  across  tbe  cbnt  ap 

Commentary,  entiUed   Dc  Circumvolntione  to  ttie  neck,  tbe  balf  of  which  it  again  mr. 

PuDicuU  Umbilicalis,  Gottingen  18:14.  Both  roundi.      This  specimen,  and  bdecd  all  the 

arms  here  have  left  the  thorax  ;  the  left  hand  olbera  of    this    kind,  certainly  render    the 

is  closely  applied  to  tbe  left  cheek,   and  the  opinionufMr.  Streeter  highly  probable,  that 

right  hand  to  tbe  right  side  of  the  pelvis,  manycasesof  preternatural  presentation  may 

1^  cord  on  leaving  the  Dmbilicni  pasaee  up  arise  from  twisting  of   the  umbilical  eord 

between  tbe  left  arm  and  rorearm,  thei  round  round  the  neck,  tnmk,  or  eitrcmitiea  of  the 

tbe  neck,  over  tbe  right  ebonlder.  nnder  tbe  foetos. 

lightaxilU,a]ongtbeabdonieatothe  inaideof  True  knota  are  sometimes  made   by  tlie 

the  right  tbigb,  and  Chen  twiita  twice  tightly  ftcnis  upon  its  own  umbilical  cord,  and  it 

mnnd  the  n^t  leg  close  to  the  insertion  of  thereby  onconBciously,  if  I  may  so  ciprea 

tbe  OOrd  into  the  plaoeota,      In  another  em-  it,  commits  suicide  by  compressing  Che  vea- 

bryo  delineated  by  Siebold,  both  arois  have  lela.      1  have  leen  two  instances  of  this,  and 

likewise  left  tbe  tboni,  and  tbe  twisting  of  m  both  the  knots  most  have  been  tied  Icmg 

the  cord  round  the  neck  ia  evidently  the  before  tbe  labours  commenced.     In  one  the 

effect  of  this.    In  this  very  recent  embryo  of  knot  was  ten  inebea  from  tbe  nmbilicni,  and 

three  months,  sent  Co  me  by  Mr.  Maraball,  thecordalaosnrroanded  the  neck  of  the  child 

of  O.-eek  Street,  the  same  thing  is  seen  still  once.    As  yon  can  see  in  tbe  preparation,  now 


V  ""  SS''  P"  "^  "^  *"•>■  ""■'d"  the  left  'tMe  i*S!*lhe'iavi  Jo'f'ui'e  «^  {^ 
,1,  nmbUkJli  turlned  round  tbe  neck  and  arm  j  /.  t^  cerrix  lUeri  i»rt<cllr^ 
ulargtd  dnrlng  pr^jniaiicT  i  il,  Ibe  vagina. 
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in   Engratbig  fivm    Dr.  HuHtry'i  tvtlflK  Plait,  TeprtKHllag  Ikt   plattnia   tHnring  lo  (Af 

enric  ttttri. 
It  *,tb«fklIi>iriuilnbM;  ■,  Ibeleft  oTulDm,  at  the  Imer  end  of  wbkh  Uieen  c,  tbe  pRjectlnc  cor. 

fiaalnteuni  ■>,  Uw  right  OTulani  i,  uic  croup  of  ipenniUc  vedrli  ■ppmcblnK  III*  «UIm  oT 
hewombi  r  f  r.  the  Hctlan  of  the  tubiluce  of  tbe  inMib ;  o,  Iheiniiilroflbenctu,  which 
ii  Uid  open  bjr  K  lotiffjIndiuAl  indiioD  ftiut  ipread  out ;  H  H|Theminithfrf  thewomoi  i,  tbe  ex. 
tcrul  lobnlilrd  mrlhce  of  tbe  lower  put  ot  Ihr  pliccnt*,  ntilch  bid  ortKinilly  ttuck  (o  tbe  In- 
ude  of  tbe  nock  vti  moutb  of  the  womb,  but  u  parturition  ippniKbed,  tbe  dlbtatlon  of  thFM 
parti  occuioDed  aiepanilian,  which  wai  neceeiuiJr  fallowed  by  a  luemorrluigTi  K  K,  ihe  meia- 
bnon  cot  throojtb  where  ther  were  romluf  oat  from  Ibe  bonier  of  the  placenta.  foA  epcloeiu 
the  moit  dependioR  part  of  Ihe  cbUd'i  taeaf  The  vicanl  >p.icc'iibich  ig  mn  betneen  tbe  iiiii£ 
<■(  the  neck  of  Ibe  wooib  and  the  aecundinea,  wai  fhll  of  clotted  blood  in  Ibe  dead  body. 

before  jaa,  the  veuels  of  which  hare  been  oord  ii  atrophied  between  the  kaot  tnd  the 

iiqecttd,  the  cord  had  been  mach  compreeaed  ambilku.      I  hsTe  no  doabt  theic  were  both 

wbere  tlw  knot  was  tied.   The  child  wdghed  ftKined  earlj  in  pr^nancr.    Where  the  knot 

fire  poondi  two  ooneei.     In  the  other  the  ii  not  (isht,  h  I  nw  In  *  cue  >  Gnr  week* 
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mcof  thB  cord  nraiid  the  neck  UowIdb  to  bettar  ;  here  the  cordii  (boat  Dim  inchea  in 

■  different  cauee  from  the  twisting  of  the  len^b,  and  firmlf  twiited  like  ■  wonted 

Te«i:Ii  of  the  faiuB  fron  left  to  right.     I  thread.     The  left  arm  bai  qoiued  the  chest,  . 

beliere  in  a  great  m^oritT  of  cases  it  is  pro-  and  the  hand  ii  applied  to  the  left  lide  of  die 

dnced  bj-one  of  the  anna  receding  from  the  face.  The  fonis  paisea  up  orer  the  right  aim, 

thOTBi.     ]   bare  oburred  this  io   ■□  man;  which  reits  on  the  thorax,  tarns  ronnd  the 

oases  that  I  have  liUle  doubt  of  the  fact,  and  neck,   tbea  orer  the  back  part  of  the   left 

joii  have  a  striking  illuatntjon  of  it  io  this  ihoulder,  which  it  bos  marked  deeply,  and 

Plate  accompanying  M.  Siebold'a  ObKetrical  mns  nodar  the  left  aiilla,  across  the  cheat  up 

Commentary,  antitled    Dc   Circumfolatianc  to  the  neck,  the  half  of  which  it  again  sor- 

PunicDli  l/mbiliolis,  GoCtingen  IS'M.  Both  roands.      This  sperimcD,  and  indeed  all  the 

arms  here  have  left  the  thorax  ;  the  left  hand  others  of   this    kind,  certainl;  render    the 

is  closely  applied  to  the  left  cheek,  and  Che  opinion  of  Mr.  Streeter  highly  probable,  that 

right  hand  to  the  right  side  of  the  peliis.  many  casea  of  pretematurslpreaenCadonmajr 

The  cord  on  leafing  the  umbilicus  passes  up  arise  &om  twisting  of   the  nmbilical  cord 

between  the  left  arm  and  loreann,  then  roond  round  the  neck,  trunk,  or  extremities  of  the 

the  neck,  am  the  right  shonlder.  Under  the  foetus. 

lightaiilla,aionglhesibdomentotbeiiisideof         Tme  knots  are  sometimea  made   by  the 

the  right  thigh,  and  then  twists  twice  tightly  fata*  upon  ita  own  umbilical  cord,  and  it 

round  tbe  r^t  leg  clOM  to  the  insertion  of  therd>y  uDconsciously,  if  I  may  so  eipreaa 

the  cord  into  the  placenta.     In  another  em-  it,  commits  suicide  by  compreasing  the  lea- 

bryo  delineated  by  Siebold,  both  arma  haTe  sels.      1  have  seen  two  insCancei  of  this,  and 

likewise  left  the  thorax,  and  the  twisting  of  in  both  the  knots  must  hsTe  been  tied  long 

the   cord  round  the  neck  is  evidently   the  before  the  labouia  commenced.      In  one  the 

effect  of  this.      In  this  *ery  recent  embryo  of  knot  was  ten  inches  from  the  nmbilicns,  and 

three  monlha,  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Marsbal',  the  cord  also  surrounded  the  neck  of  the  child 

of  G.-eek  Street,  the  same  thing  is  seen  etill  once.    Aayou  can  see  in  the  preparation,  do* 


—tomm  Inmed  orer  Ihe  surface  of  Ibeftmdni  nl»ri:  *,  Iht  narifleaof  tlw 

etenudhlcled:  the  dark  ipol*  are  Intended  to  repment  Ibr  cut  artrrin  lu!!  veies^Vaw  ^ 
eeom,  attached  to  Lhe  bart  (»"  of  tte  body,  towards  tbe  left  side ;  A  ihe  cavity  at  the  nnm  fZd 
'>"—',  e,  tbe  roBlsmnbiUalia  twisted  nwnd  tbe  neck  Bud  urn  i/.^ccrvianleri  Dafaa-  ^^ 
«1  i  ,. oa nieri. diai^ayinK it.  ilanris,  as eolargrtdShng pn^nS^J.^^v^Sna!^ 
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An    EngraviHg  from    Dr.  Htuili)  '■  titt^t\   Plait,  rtpreunliag  tt<   placfiiU   aMeriag  to  tht 

1 1,  tbe  Mkiplu  tnbe* ;  a,  ttaa  l«fl  orariinii,  at  Ihc  Idwr'  end  of  wblch  <i  imh  c,  tba  prtilectlBr  cor. 
pni  lateuBi :  D,  the  ligtit  ovirlun  i  ■.  the  croup  of  aptmiitic  vrwii  ■pproicblnr  tbe  ilde*  of 
tbe  womb;  r  r  f,  tbe  Kctlon  of  the  eubitrnDce  of  tbe  wonb  i  o.  IhefniidFof  IheTulna,  which 
ieUldODcnbi  ■  lontitoiUiiiil  iaciilon  uid  iprnd  out;  h  h,  The  mDDtbof  the  womG;  i.  the  ex. 
tenullabnliltdnrAcrorthelawer  putoribeptumt*,  Hlikh  b«d  orijttnilly  nuck  tDlbeJD- 
■ide  of  the  neck  end  iDOUlb  of  the  vomb,  but  u  parturition  ippnncfaed,  the  dilatation  of  tbeaa 
eniti ooculOBed  aieparalion,  vhirh  wh  nKeauriljrrblloftedV  a  hcirarrtiagci  i  (.the  mnii. 
DTmuea  cut  tbrouEh  where  they  were  comlnjT  out  from  the  border  of  the  pUcenlit  inil  eoclotiiv 


lit  depeudJof  inrt  of  the  t 


laftaU  of  clotted  hi 


before  7OU1  the  leuels  of  which  hsve  been  card  it  etTophied  belween  the  htot  and  Ch« 

llijected,  (be  cord  hod  been  mnch  compreaeed  nmbilicnj.      I  hsTC  do  doubt  theae  were  both 

wbere  the  knot  wu  tied.   The  child  weighed  fbtmedeu'ljlDpregnaiicT.    Where  die  ktiot 

Bre  poondi  two  iraiua.     In  tba  other  the  ia  not  tight,  m  I  nw  in  •  cau  a  few  weeki 


532    DR.  ».  LBB  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OP  MIDWIFERY. 

mg  of  tbe  cord  nrand  the  Dock  U  owing  to  better  ;  here  tlie  cord  ii  tboQt  nine  incba  io 

■  diffirent  came  from  the  twuting  of  the  length,   uut  firmly  twiited  like  a  wonted 

tch:)!  oT  the  fnnia  from  left  to  rigbt.     I  threul.     The  left  ann  hu  quitCfd  the  cbest, 

believe  in  ■  great  rnqoritT  of  cue*  it  ia  pro-  aod  the  b«nd  ia  applied  to  the  left  side  of  Ibe 

doced  by-one  of  the  arms  rtceduig  ttoai  the  tux.  The  fnuii  paases  up  oier  the  right  um, 

thorai.     I   hiTs  obiened  this  in   bo  maoy  which  rrata  on  the  thmvi,  tnnu  nraud  flie 

OBsa  that  I  have  litttn  doubt  of  the  fact,  and  neck,   thea  orer  the  back  part  of  the  left 

Tou  bate  a  atrikiag  iUuatratioD  of  it  ia  thia  iboulder,  whidi  it  has  marked  deeply,  and 

Plats  accompanying  M.  Sieboid's  Obatetrical  niaa  under  the  left  siilU,  acrou  the  chnt  ap 

Commentary,  entitled   Dc  Circumvolatioue  to  tbe  neck,  the  half  of  which  it  again  tar- 

Puoiculi  Umbilicalia,  Gbttingen  l»H.  Both  roondi.      Tbii  Bpecimeo,  and  indeed  all  tlie 

anna  here  baie  left  the  thoru;  the  kn  hand  others  of    thii    kind,  certainly  render    llu 

ie  closely  applied  to  the  left  cheek,  and  the  opinionof  Mr.  Streetar  highly  probable,  that 

right  hand  to  tlie  right  aide  of  tbe  peliis.  many  casea  of  preternatural  presentitiaa  may 

Tbe  cord  on  leaving  the  ambiliciu  passes  up  arise  from  twisting  of   the  umbilical  oord 

between  the  left  arm  and  forearm,  tbei  ronnd  round  the  neck,  trunk,  or  utremilies  of  the 

tbe  neck,  over  the  right  shoulder,  under  tbt  fcetaa. 

lightuilla.aloagtheabdomeatotheinBideof         True  knots  are  tonetiDiei  made   by  the 

tbe  right  thigh,  and  then  twists  twice  tightly  foetus  upon  its  own  umbilical  cord,  and  it 

nHmd  tbe  rij^t  leg  clon  to  the  ioaertioo  of  thereby  uncanaciously,  if  I  may  so  EiprcM 

tbe  cord  into  the  plaoeata.     In  another  em-  it,  commits  suicide  by  compressing  the  n*. 

bryo  delineated  by  Siebold,  both  arms  have  sels.      I  hare  seen  two  instances  of  tlus,  and 

likewise  left  tbe  tborai.  and  the  twisting  of  in  both  the  knots  must  have  been  tini  long 

tbe  cord  round  tbe  neck  is  evidently  the  before  tbe  labours  commenced.     In  one  tbe 

effect  of  thia.     Id  this  very  recent  embryo  of  knot  was  ten  inches  from  the  umbilicus,  and 

three  monlbs.  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Marshall,  thecord  also  BUrronnded  tbe  neck  oTche  child 

ofG.-eek  Street,  the  earns  thing  is  seen  still  once.    AsyoQcansBeiDtheprepantioD.naw 


I  membraui  of  the  ornm  turned  orer  the  aurface  of  the  ftindca  uteri ;  t,  the  nariptia  of  Ui> 
ileruidMrted:  Ihe  dart  ipola  .re  intended  to  reprwent  Itiecut  artetifaMik  veLoT^eTta  iS! 
«Bta,  Mtiachjd  U)  tbe  b«k  pan  of  the  body,  towards  tb*  left  side ;  d,  the  caKty  or  thi  mm  Ud 
pea ;  c,  the  funis  nmbUkalia  twialcd  iDund  tba  neck  and  arm;  /,  t^  cervii  uiarl  unfacUvd^ 
■elopadi  «,»  uteri,  dlaplarlnglta  glands,  as  enUiryeddartiKpjipancri  *,  the  raJnT^ 
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in   Enpamgfhm   Dr.  Btutlti'i  Hetlflh  Plait, riprttnllKg  tit   plafnta  aHuriHg  It  ti< 

A  1,  the  (Ukiiiiui  tnbn  I  ■,  Ibeleft  onrlnm,  U  the  lower  end  of  whifb  ti  wn  c,  Um  proffctinf  cor- 
piu  IntauB  i  o,  tbc  rifht  ovmriun ;  w,  Ibe  crcrap  ut  fpermittic  *«ie1ft  ipprcMchitiir  Ibe  kids  ot 
Ibewomb;  m,  IheHctlon  ortbc  lubituceoftlK  vonhi  o.thf  intidr  orihenrlu,  whkh 
liUd  open  bf  ■  loDcitDdiuiil  Inrlilon  ml  tpread  out)  H  H, The  mODlbof  Ibewonibi  i,  Ibeei- 
lertul  LobnlKted  lorfice  of  the  lower  jml  of  thp  plscenti,  whkh  hid  orli^ntlly  ttuck  lo  the  Ld. 
■idcoribc  Hck  uid  mouth  of  Ihe  womb,  but  uparturiflan  (pprDwhed,  Ibe  dilatation  of  thnt 

bnnn  cnl  Ihrouitb  wbrrt  thsy  mar  tomhir  oat  from  tlie  bonlfr  of  Ibe  iil»e*nta,  ■ml  encloaiiu; 
tbe  moat  dtpfndlDK  part  or  the  cliUd'i  bead.  The  vacant  ipice  which  ia  leen  berween  theluidc 
ollbeneckoftbe  woiDbaadlheaHaiKUiw(,Haa  hllafdottfdbkndln  tbedeadbodf. 
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iDgaf  tha  cord  round  the  neck  li  owing  to  bettar ;  Iierc  tlucordii  tbontiuDeliiclKiia 

■  diScrant  caute  from  the  twiitiog  of  the  length,  and  firnil<r  twiated  like  ■  worM«d 

Tensli  of  tlie  lania  Irom  left  to  right,     t  thtead.    Hie  left  arm  haa  quitted  the  cheat,  . 

beliera  in  a  great  majoritT  of  caiea  it  ii  pro-  and  the  hand  ii  apjiUed  to  the  left  lide  of  the 

dnced  b)i-one  of  the  armi  receding  from  the  face.  The  fnaii  pauei  np  oTcr  tba  right  aim, 

thOTBi.     I   baTG  obcened  thia  in   hi  many  whiah  rata  on  the  thorax,   tomi  roond  the 

Oaaea  that  I  have  little  doubt  of  the  fuA,  and  neck,   then  orer  the  back  part  of  the  left 

tou  ha?B  a  itriking  iUuBtratioo  of  it  in  thii  abonlder,  whidi  it  haa  mariced  deeply,  aod 

Plate  accompaajing  M.  Siebold's  Obatetricid  nuu  under  the  left  aiilla,  acroai  thecheitup 

Commenlar),  entitled    Dc  CircumTolatioDe  to  the  neck,  tbe  half  of  which  It  again  >nr- 

FiuicDli  UmliUiialis,  Gottingen  1834.  Both  roonda.      Thia  apecimeu,  and  indeed  all  the 

anna  here  hare  left  the  thorn  I  the  left  hand  otben  of   thia    kind,  certainly  render    the 

ia  doaely  ^plied  to  the  left  cheek,  and  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Streeter  highly  probable,  that 

right  hand  to  the  right  aide  of  the  pelvia.  many  eaiea  of  preteniatur^  preaentatioa  maj 

The  cord  on  leaning  the  nmbiliciiB  paaaca  up  ariae  from  twisting  of  the  ombiiical  cord 

between  thn  left  arm  and  forearm,  tbei  round  round  the  neck,  trunk,  or  eitremitic*  of  tha 

the  neck,  orar  the  right  abonlder.  under  lite  ftetua. 

tightaiilla.alongtheahdonientotbeiniide  of  Trae  knots  are  aometimet  siade  by  tbe 

tberight  thigh,  and  then  twiita  twice  tigfatjj  fatnauponita  o<m  umbilical  cord,  and  it 

round  the  rigjit  leg  dose  to  the  inacrtion  of  thereby  unconsdoaaly,  if  I  may  ao  cipics 

tbe  cord  into  tbe  plaocuta.     In  another  en.  it,  commita  auicide  bf  compreaung  the  vea- 

bryo  delineated  by  Siebold,  both  arma  hare  aali.      1  hare  aeen  two  inataocea  of  thia,  and 

likewiae  left  tbe  thorax,  and  tbe  twialing  of  in  both  the  knots  muat  have  been  tied  long 

the   cord  round  the  neck  ia  evidently    tbe  before  the  labours  commenced.      In  one  tbe 

effect  of  thia.      In  tbii  very  recent  embryo  of  knot  waa  ten  inches  from  the  umbilicua,  and 

thm  month*,  aent  to  me  by  Mr.  Marabal',  thecord  alaaiurroundedtheneck  of  the  child 

of  G.-eek  Street,  tbe  aama  thing  is  aesn  atill  once.    Aa  you  can  aee  in  tbe  preparation, now 


kisdhilrtnl:  tbedi 


n  of  (be  oTum  tnmid  orer  the  lur*™  of  Iba  fDndns  olrri  :  *,  the  narittt*  of  tha 
Ml:  tbe  dark  spoli  are  Intended  to  repreacnl  tbrcut  arlerin  uidnina  '  r  tke  nti. 

j,lbef,jBianmtaUfcaItat«Utedr™dth.o«!kanda™j/,lL(cBrTiaiari  parfccUr™ 
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An    Eigratiiif  from   Dr.  Huxlti't  tie»yih   Plate, rcptamtlug  tki   plaemta   aHurmg  to  Ih* 

&  A,tbeMlo|iiuitiibH;  a.llieMI  onrlniii.U  thelomr  md  of  vbich  li  Mm  c,  tba  pnJKtiM  cor- 
piu  IMsnai ;  D,  the  right  ovuiim  i  ■,  Ibe  gnronp  of  ipeniMtlc  tchHs  ipproicbinir  Itn  lidH  of 
the  womb  i  w  rr,  tti<  Kctnn  of  the  lubilua  at  tbc  wonb ;  a,  ttwlniiilp  of  the  thIiu,  which 
li  lidd  CMD  br  ^  iDiixitDdlu^  IpciKion  uid  tprttH  oul  ^  h  h.  The  numthof  ibe  womb;  j»  the  h- 
tcTDil  lobnlilM  niTlici  of  th«  lower  pin  of  the  plkc«i(i.  which  hwl  originally  itnck  In  ~ 
iide  of  the  neck  >nd  mouth  of  the  womb,  butu  parTiintlon  amnncbed,  (he  illUtatloD  i 

Crtaaccuioned  ■  tepajalioii,  which  wai  neceetirily  fallowed  hy  t  hvmorrha^;  n  v.th 
■Dca  cat  tbrouffh  where  they  were  eomlnif  out  tnin  tLie  border  of  the  pLacmta,  encl  ct 
the  mondependlnit  part  1^  the  chUd'a  becrt.  The  vieint  ipAce'which  is  leea  beiween  th 
of  IbeneckoflhemimbaDdtheKeandina,  waaAill  of  dDtted  blood  in  the  dead  body. 
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ago,  the  nntrition  of  the  child  is  nbt  affected  tt.  The  orttcet  of  the  divided  veins  of  tiM 

by  It  in  the  slightest  degree.     Bandelocqiie  Jlf^  ^^^  arewjmplelely  endreied  with  gaa. 

^«^  .  A #  -  J     1.1    t.     *       *!.       ^j  glioiiic  plexuses  «f  nerves. 

gives  a  ngure  or  a  douDle  knot  on  the  cord.  s.  Fiiaiuents  of  vaginal  nerves  passing  oadcr 

These  appear  to  consist  of  two  knots  formed  the  sphincter. 

at  different  times.     The  foetns  must  have  •-  ^^HS^  nerros  eojerlM  the  port«tor  in«  of 

passed  twice  through  a  tone  loop  of  the  cord.  2l?7JS2iJ?*  aasstiwmgng  with  tha  hMssrr- 


passed  twice  through  a  large  loop  w  uw  cum.  iiot<ui~ 

Hie  placenta,  into  which  the  nmhUlesI  cord 

is  inserted,  has  osnally  a  drcalar  or  oblonr  '*••  ••^KxhiWta  an  anterior  and  lateral  vfcw 

d»pc,  u>d  i.  much  thicker  fa>  the  middi:  ^.SSl'^ShSSoSr!^''^  —«*,-*- 

than  at  the  circumference.     It  varies,  how-  a.  nw  right  hypo«aatrie  nerve,    n.  The  sacral 


ever,  greatly  in  ita  form  and  dimensions  in    nerves,   e.  Therigfit  hypogastrie  ganglion.    _ 

different  cases.     Sometimes  it  is  nearly  di-     JL*^?  SS*w!i22^5?^ 

^A^  :«»^  ♦ Kv-  *!.-  «i *-  ^#  *-.««-  -.-     •»  *"«  '».««-r««*»  <?  "«  "tenia.  _  a.  GangUn 


Tided  into  two,  like  the  placenta  of  twins,  or  snntMtndiiig  the  vterinc  artery  and 

has  a  small  lobe,  distinct  from  the  mass,  as  Ganglioaic  plexus,  under  the  periNmemn  on  the 

Dr.    Hunter  sUtes,    into  which  the  cord  S!!^Py!^^{^ ^j^^j^ ^^ Sltirli^ "SJ* 

passes,  or  the  cord  terminates  in  the  mem-  Tl^roandugaroenSL    i.  The  rigMunrter  and 

branes  before  reaching  the  placenta.    The  trunk  of  the  vaginal  and  vesical  vSnaaarroaadad 

placenta  may  adhere  to  any  part  of  the  inner  with  nerves,  j.  GangUaand  nerveaefthe  vagina. 

bladder  around 
or  the 
of  nerves 
..     .      .    ^,  -  J  I.    1       -  ^    M   •       under  the  peritoneum  on  the  left  side  of  the 

adhering  to  the  upper  and  back  part  of  the     nterus,  the  blood-vcssds  of  which  have  not  been 
stems.  injected,    p.  Filaments  fttnn  this  plexus 


ing  out  with  the  round  ligaments.    «.  The  peri- 

SgpktnaHim  ^Smgrwim^  ffik9  Uienu,  J^Vthe^te??s*?3ScSd^u^J^^ 

omitted  in  the  latt  Leehtr€.  tl,^  ganglionic  plexuses  situateSbdvir. 

Fxo.  1  .—Posterior  and  lateral  view  of  thegravid  _______^^___^___^___^..,..,^_ 

uterus  in  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  of  the 

vsgina,  rectum,  and  bbMlder,  with  their  gangUa  CLINICAL  LECTURES. 

aim  nervcf. 

c.  t2?w!S3S.  B»  S'^"""-  Soiat,  E«|.  P.R.S. 

D.  The  rectum.  Assistant -Surgeon,  and  Lectursr  on  CHniGiA 

B,p.  Theovaria.  Surgeon,  at  St.  Thomases  SdiooL 

o.  Thegreatsympathctie  nerve wheie  it  dividea  , 

into  the  two  hypogastric  nerves  and  plexuses.  v  _««,-.„.  jxr 

The  srteries  and  veins  of  the  great  sympathetic  uuotwrb  x  v  . 

are  all  infected  in  the  preparation  ftom  which  the         oK  AMPirrATiOK  in  casks  of  sstsbb 

drawing  has  been  made.  A  bttle  above  the  Mfor-  rwrnw 

cation'Of  the  great  sympathetic  nerve,  then  is  a  injurt. 

deposit  of  cinCTitkms  matter  in  its  suMmce,  and  GBNTLltMSN,— We  most  this  day  eonsider 

*'"Hr?2*^''.3tSl^riS;;Sr25  thetennh»tionofth»c.«ofWiB»»ftte«, 

plexuses.    Thesrteryofthe  right  is  injected^  and  the  operation  on  whose  foot  I  described  in 

accompanies  the  nerve  to  the  great  ganglion  at  my  last  lecture.    Tlie  end  has  been  fatal,  as 

*^.T2lSh?SKS?l^«rt^^  most  of  you  are  aware.    Iwill«jw«de^ 

ganglion,  with  anartery  pasnng  into  it  near  the  ^our  to  put  you  m  possession  of  the  fiwts  of 

cennv.  his  case  since  the  last  report. 

J.  The  third  and  other  sscrri  nerves,  sending        j^f^  carefully  considering  all  hM  symp- 

numerous  hirge  branches  into  the  posterior  bor-  .  wctuuj  »»<»<»<»  tug  *«  »  J  X 

der  of  the  gangUoo,  and  the  wholeoTus  outer  ^ms,  and  the  probable  causes  of  his  death, 

surihce.  we  must  see  what  light  the  dissection  of  hn 

K.  The  hraorrhoiaal  nerves   sccompsaying  body  will  throw  upon  those  symptoms  dming 

the  arteries  totbe  rectum,  and  sending  numerous  |.«  '  '^  '    ^  ^ 

branchea  to  anastomooewith  nerves  sent  off  from  "^^      ,_.       __  ^ .      ,    ..     , 

the  posterior  edge  of  the  ganglion.  Dee.  1 4th. — The  great  toe  it  dsseoloiwd, 

^ '-  5"^j^  °f ^P^T^  "^  ganglia  sent  off  The  sore  looks  healthy,  and  the  tongue  Is 

ftum  the  left  hypmstric  nerves  whidi  pass  down  ^i^n  «n;i  »ini^ 

on  the  inside  ofthe  ureter  to  the  truSs  of  the  "~?*"5*^,  oi.    »_    j     ,.. 

uterine  artery  andveins^  and  eater  gan^la  which         15th.     Great  toe  more  diseoloiired  |  It  Is 

sarromid  these  bkMd-ressels.  quite  black,  and  will  evidently  separate,  aa 

it.^iJ5r^2ii^iS'^eS5^^  ^!!:?l?''^^!ii^^ 

ontheantMterpartof  theurelcn  not  red,  the  wound  is  rather  sloqghy. 
w.  Rings  of  nervok  surrounding  the  uterine        He  does  not  look  so  well;  he  Is  TSty 

huge  nerves  enter,  which  are  sent  off  fkom  the  ^™  "^y  thing. 

anterior  border  of  the  left  hypogastric  gangUon,         16th,  10»  a.m. — He  had  •^lent  shlvofaup 

piS«':SiJ?e.?S&^^  t*«t  he  had  not  made  water  for  abonrtfteea 

the  vagiaa.  hoars.    He  did  not  compUin  himieify  but  th^ 
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iiatflr  Mmfor  the  dreinr.    Mr.  B.  Trsven  glcal  writer  baa  lo  cleariy  polDted  oot  kg 

jun.  wu  there  mt  the  tiiiie,  end  peieed  the  chunoeeristics.    This  it  a  eaae  of  pare  ^on. 

catheter,  with  aome  didicalty,  onacooont  of  preiuniM  iitfiammaiiom,  and  most  be  distin- 

apeam*  gfiiiahed  from  simple  gangrene.     In  the  one 

I  aaw  him  at  3  F.M .  at  the  reqnei*  of  tiie  gniahed  from  iimple^gaqgrene.— the  allected 

dreaaer,  on  account  of  his  rigors  and  mat-  limb  is  bkek,  dry,  shrirelled,  and|iDBen8ible, 

terii^  deliriom.    His  tongae  was  not  quite  cat  off  from  the  sound  and  healthy  portion  of 

so  Booiat ;  Ua  puke  was  weaker  and  qoidier.  the  limb  by  a  barrier  of  adhesive  ioflamma- 

I  ordered  him  tion,  which  is  marked. on  the  snrfaoe  by  a 

Ammon.  Carbon,  gr.  t.  j  Tinct.  Aara.t.  ^^^^  "POJ  which  akeration  soperrenes, 

51).;  Tinct  Opii,  IflJCV,;  es  Misturi  '^^  Sf^*?^  usdws  iiortion  is  thrown 

Camphorm  6ta  hoWL  Increase  the  quan.  ?»  ^^  ^  ^"^  ^^:    ?«»  g^igrcnous 

tity  of  brandy  snd  wine  to  Jviy.  each.  "iflammatoon  no  such  barrier  u  set  op.  The 

'  '  ^  ^  part  affected  isswoUen,  discoloured  in  patches, 

I  saw  him  again  at  10  p.m.  Much  worse :  ^jesicated,  moist,  and  insensible,  without  any 

coontenanee  pale  and  anzioua :  he  was  nun-  Ihie  of  demarcation.    Tlie  appearance  pre- 

Uing  and  delirious,  b«t  he  knew  roe  when  I  iented  by  the  arms  of  this  poor  fellow  was 

mpok   to  him.    Pulse  weak  and  quick.  cxai^y  that  which  you  see  in  a  subject  which 

17th. — Much  worse.     Great  toe  quite  ^  died  in  very  hot  weather,  and  in  which 

Uaek;  the  whole  fiiot  hwka  pale  and  flabby ;  decomposition  haa  taken  place  with  great 

the  wounds  are  dirty  and  aloughy.    The  left  rapidity.    But  I  must  read  to  you  Mr. 

«pper  extremity  is  swollen  flrom  the  hand  in-  Tnivers's   own  words : — "  Gangrenous  in- 

cfaMire  up  to  the  middle  of  the  upper  arm,  flammation,  then,  is  distlnguisbed  from  gan- 

discoloured  in  patches,  Tery  tense.    Tongue  gTCBe,  in  being,  whether  primary  or  seoon- 

slightly  dry,  but  not  furred ;  pulse  weak  and  <lv7>  •  eonsCitntional  and  not  a  simply  loeal 

rapid;  oountenanoemiaerahle.  AsMr.  Ckvea  action;  not  that  any  local  process  can  be 

waa  going  round  at  the  time  I  paid  my  visit,  eoadueted  without  more  or  less  hivolviqg 

I  got  him  to  see  Ftoten.   He  ^d  not  suggest  «m1  depcndrng  upon  the  eotistitation  for  its 

any  alteration  in  the  treatment,  and  he  feu«d  erent.  Like  erysipelas,  it  sometimes  appears 

that  nothing  would  avail  him.  without  any  obvious  cause ;  and  at  others 

10,  P.M. — Worse ;  he  is  sinking,  but  quite  ts  superadded  to  a  lesion,  or  sn  inflammation 

sensible ;  and,  though  there  is  a  wildness  in  already  existing,  snd  not  previously  affecting 

hiaeyeand  geDaral  appearance,  he  is  not  de-  ^  character  of  destruction.    Gangrenous  in- 

lirioua.    He  had  been  thro«ring  his  arms  flammation  is  rare;  whereas  gangrene  is  very 

about,  and  drawing  up  hk  Ibet,  picking  the  common.    They  are  seen  asunder,  when  the 

bed-ckithes,  wandering  in  Us  mind  a  little  inflammation  stops  'short  of  actual  disorgani- 

•t  intcrvula,  and  then  talking  quite  sensibly  aation  and  loss  of  substance ;  as  we  say, 

to  his  wife.    The  same  appearance  has  com-  '  threatening,'  or,   *  on  the  very  verge  of 

menoed  onthe  right  arm  as  already  observed  gangrene ;'  or  when  the  powers  of  life  fait 

on  the  ktL    I  iMmed  from  the  sister  that  during  the  first  stage  of  the  action,  as  is  not 

the  first  appearance  of  gangrene  was  in  a  very  unusual.     In  aome  most  acute  cases  of 

round  purple  spot  just  above  the  elbow,  and  gangrenous  inflammation  no  farther  change 

the  wrist  was  swollen.     She  first  observed  it  than  a  deep  and  extensive  discoloration  of 

at  0  A.M.,  and  is  certain  there  was  nothing  the  part  affeeted,  with  a  sensible  loss  of  tem- 

the  night  before.    As  she  washed  him  r^gn-  perature,  occurs  ;  in  flhct,  a  stagnation  of  its 

larly,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  her  circulation.     I  have  seen  large  surfaces,  as 

report.  the  arm  and  corresponding  part  of  the  trunk. 

He  died,  quietly,  about  one  a.m.  and  one  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  in  fiict 

F^«n  the  time  thia  poor  felkiw  was  admit-  one  half  of  the  bodv,  thus  attacked.   In  these 

ted,  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  he  was,  to  use  cases  the  highest  degree  of  delirious  excite- 

the  woida  of  the  aister,  "  in  a  perpetual  ment  passes  nipidly  into  the  state  of  dissola- 

fidget»  never  satisfied  with  any  thing,  but  tion,  as  described  by  Mr.  Hunter. 
oontinnally  dwelling  upon  the  Ums  of  his        Acute  gangrenous  inflammation  is  com- 

propsrty."  monly  mors  dangerous,  from  the  typhoid 

Idow  that  yoo  havo  heard  the  state  of  the  ferer  which  attends  it,  and  the  rapid,  eten 
man  detailed  up  to  the  moment  of  his  disso-  sudden,  prostratk>n  of  strength,  than  from 
Intion*  your  proper  inquiry  is.  What  is  this  the  eadstence  or  extent  of  the  destructive 
state  how  is  ittohedssignated— npon  what  action  upon  the  part.  It  is  always  acoom- 
structural  changea  does  it  depend — what  panied  with  much  excitement  of  the  nervous, 
eauses  have  prodneed  theae  changea  ?  It  is  and  an  habitnal  loading  of  the  pulmonary 
PCQ  anhloin  that  snch  a  case  occurs,  and  its  and  Tenons  system.  The  loss  of  balance  on 
rarity  and  fetal  charaoter  render  it  pre-emi-  the  venous  side  of  the  circulation  is  apparent 
nentlj  interesti^.  lUs  man's  oonmtion  has  in  the  undue  change  of  the  blood  in  the  ca- 
been  arimimbly  described  by  my  old  master,  pillaries,  and  the  early  effusion  of  their  con- 
Mr.  Tmta,    I  am  not  aware  that  any  sur-  tents  upon  all  the  exhalent  surfeces.    The 
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csscft  of  gaogrcncna  inflaaamation  m<^e  com*  Ansietj  of  mind  I  bdisre  to  hare  Imjoi 

BBooly  met  with  are  thoae  in  which  phlycteMs  the  principal  oaoae  of  this  poor  fellow'a  diaaa. 

and  discoloured  patches  precede  the  actoal  Intion,  acting  upon  a  system  ifaakea  by  n 

dcsath  of  a  portion  of  tiia  soft  parU.     These  severe  accident  and  punftd  operatioB»   ac- 

are  more  hopeful  in  proportion  as  the  pre-  eompanied  with  some  loas  of  blood;    for 

-rions  state  is  apparent ;  and  admiu,  aa  in  though  the  operation  itself  did  not  ocoopy 


the  case  of  over-replction  or  starration,  of  a  BMusy  secaods,  the  searehin^  for  the  smaR 

gradual    correction  of   the  errors    of  the  arteries  allerwaidsdid»  and  gisve  him  a  great 

system."  deal  of  pain. 

How  stiikii^ly  the  case  before  us  prof«B  The  whok  quantil^  of  blood  lost,  ten 

the  correctness  of  Mr.  TrsTers'  views  re-  first  to  last,  could  not  hare  eoioeeded   24 

garding  the  conatitutional  characster  of  thk  ounces ;    I  should  think  it  was  hardly  so 

affectiMk.  much,  but  it   is  diflicult  to  estimate  it. 

The  gangrenous  inflammation  is  not  eren  This  quantity    will,  however,  often  pro- 

an  extension  of  the  original  injury.  It  attacks  dace,  in   oombinatioii  with  other  osnaea, 

a  part  entirely  remote  from  it.  It  commences  very  serious  effects:   indeed,  you  osnaot 

in  the  band,  and  eztenda  upwards  to  the  be  too  careful  in  restraining  hstmonhage. 

trunk.    The  leg  and  thigh  of  the  iiqured  It  is  easy  enough  to  take  blood  away,  but 

extremity  are  not  even  swollen.  very  diiicult,  in  these  cases,  to  restore  it 

The  rapidity  with  "Which  this  affectum  pro-  just  when  the  nervous  system  requires  it. 

greased  is  also  worthy  of  notice.     On  the  We  next,  then,  oome  to  the  ssoral  causes ; 

13th  he  was  going  on  well  in  every  respect,  and  as  I  regard  these  of  tlie  greatest  impor- 

On  the  14th.the  great  toeis  discokrared,  but  tance,  not  merely  in  this  case,  but  in  evory 

the  wound  looks  healthy,  and  the  tongue  is  esse  of  operation,  I  shaU  dwell  for  a  f«w 

clean  and  moist.    On  the  15th»  the  wound,  minutes  upon  them.     Uo  was  naturally  an 

for  the  firet  time,  looks  sloughy ;  he  com-  irritable,  thoof^  a  kind  man.     He  liad  boen 

plains  of  thirst,  but  the  tongue  is  dean,  and  once  in  thepoaression  of  property  in  honaea, 

the  pulse  rather  quick,  without  much  power,  which  brought  him  in  an  income  of  3&0I. 

On  the  16th  he  is  much  worse,  has  shiver-  per  snnum.     By  an  error  of  his  own,  (I 

logs,  retention  of  urine,  and,  during  the  believe  the  fact  of  his  building  four  luraaes 

night,  the  hand  end  arm  b^gin  to  swell,  and  on  a  piece  of  land  wlwre  the  terma  of  laaae 

he  dies  at  twelve  o'dook  at  night  on  the  allowed  only  three,)  he  lest  the  greater  part 

17th ;  not  in  n  state  of  violent  delirium,  but  of  his  property,  end  was  left  with  only  40/. 

perfectly  sensible,  and  conscious  of  all  around  a-year.    Under  theae  drcumatanoas,  he  pro- 

him.  cured  employment  as  a  common  labourer  in 

I  have  DO  hesitation  in  designating  it  a  case  Woolwich  dock-yard.     His  first  questioD, 

of  true  gangrenous  inflammatioa.    Our  next  soon  after  the  operation  and  dressing  the 

consideration  naturally  is,  what  is  the  cause  limb  was  concluded,  was,  **  Shall  I  recover, 

of  this  condition.    Is  it  occasioned  by  dis-  sir,  for  I  have  a  wife  and  children,  and  I 

eased  viscera  ?   Are  the  organs  of  vqgetative  wish  to  make  my  will  so  ss  to  provide  for 

life  sp  altered  in  their  structure,  that,  under  them  ?"     And  although  I  told  him  tim  that 


thie  shock  of  the  operation,  conjoined  to  the  I  had  no  doubt  of  Ida  recovery,  he 

acddent,  they  have  failed  in  the  execution  of  seemed  to  expect  it  himself;  he  was  always,' 

their  duty  ?    These  cases  certainly  are  gene,  to  use  a  common  expression,  out  of  heart. 

rally  the  result  of  a  previously  disessed  Only  contrast  the  difference  of  manner  of 

organifim.    But  I  think,  if  luch  were  the  this  poor  fellow  snd  that  of  Burn  i  the  one 

case  in  this  instance,  that  he  would  not  have  always  cheerful,  and  confident  of  recovery, 

gone  on  so  well  for  the  first  seven  days  after  and  the  other  downoMt  and  deqionding.     If 

the  reodpt  of  the  injury.    Besides,  there  has  Burn  had  had  the  temperament  of  Pelen,  he 

been  no  indication  of  disesse  of  the  brain,  or  must  have  sunk  long  sgo.  My  firm  oonvictkm 

of  the  heart,  or  the  lungs.  I  examined  theae  is,  that  there  is  no  visoeral  disease,  and  that 

carefully  during  life,  and  could  detect  no  mental  anxiety  occurring  in  a  system  "i^ir^n 

lesion.    Hie  bowels  have  been  scarcdy  dis-  by  injury  and  Iom  of  blood  is  the  emm  of 

turbed ;  m  fact,  there  haa  been  no  resson  death ;  but  you  will  soon  see  more  for  your- 

whatever  to  condude  that  there  was  any  sdvesin  the  dead-house.    Aewehave,  how- 

disesse  of  any  of  the  chylopoietic  viscera,  ever,  another  body  to  «ww.^nif  to-day,  I  must 

And  the  drcumstanoe  of  his  not  having  say  a  few  worda  about  hia  case,  m  wall  as 

voided  his  urine,  I  attribute  rather  to  that  that  of  Bums,  to  whidi  I  have  already 

deficiency  of  power  in  the  bladder,  which  adverted. 

frequently  precedes  dissolution,  than  to  any        James  Buns  waa  ^^F^^ttlM^  on  the  10th  of 

disease  of  these  organs.    So  that  I  redly  do  November,  with  a  compound  ftaotnre  of  the 

not  expect,  gentlemen,  that  we  shall  find  any  tibia  and  fiibla.    There  waa  a  wound  on  both 

morbid  appearances  in  any  of  the  viscera.  sides  of  the  Ic^,  about  three  inches  in  length. 

Thus,  we  again  revert  to  the  question  of  communicating  with  the  fractured  baiies| 

ihe  proximate   cause  of   this    gangrenous  which  were    both    oommfaiuted,    and    the 

kiilammation.  tibia  split  down  into  the  ankle-joint.     The 
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Accident  was  occagioned  by  tbe  fall  of  a  2l8t,  1  p.m. — Says  he  is  in  no  pain,  bat 

heavy  weight  of  iron  on  the  leg.    Hie  extent  that  his  congh  is  rather  tronblesome :  breath- 

of  injury  d^  not  allow  one  to  doubt  as  to  the  ing  not  qoite  so  free  as  yesterday, 

necessity  of  removing  the  Umb,  which  was  11  p.m. — I  was  sent  for  by  the  drener  in 

done,  as  most  of  yon  saw,  in  the  ordinary  consequence  of  his  having  a  severe  attack  of 

manner.     Since  the  operation,  he  has  been  dyspnoea.     When  I  saw  him  I  fonnd  him 

nearly  carried  off  by  diarrhoea,  but  which  is  breathing  with  great  difficulty ;  ooosiderable 

now  entirely  checked,  and  the  stump  healing  mucous  rftle  in  his  trachea;  loud  bronchial 

kindly,  so  that  I  need  not  detain  you  with  r&le  all  over  tiie  chest ;  countenance  anxious 

any  farther  particulars.  and  distressed ;    cold    perspiration ;    pulse 

You  will  most  of  you  remember  that  I  had  130,   not  so  fall  as  yesterday,  but  with  a 

scarcely  concluded  the  above  operation,  when  fair  volume  under  the  finger.    The  assistant 

another  poor  fellow  was  admitted,  with  a  very  apothecary,  who  had  seen  him,  ordered  him 

similar  injury.    This  was  Joseph  Blackman,  Spirit,  ^th.  Snlph.  c.  ^.  j  Mis.  Camph.  6ta 

whose  body  we  shall  inspect  to-day.  hor»  ;  and  another  blister  to  the  chest.     Of 

This  man  was  62  years  of  age,  a  brewer's  the  medicine  he  had  had  one  dose  about  20 

servant,  a  stout,  flabby,  unh^thy-looking  minutes  before  I  saw  him. 

man,  with  chronic  bronchitis ;  so  that  a  more  I  ordered  him  to  be  cupped  between  the 

unfavourable  subject  could  not  have  been  scapuUe,  and  continue  the  medicine  :  the  next 

selected  for  operation.     But  the  injury  was  dose  to  be  given  in  4  hours.     I  watched  the 

so  severe  that  amputation  alone  afforded  a  effect  of  the  cupping ;  after  4  ounces  had  been 

hope  of  saving  his  life.    The  accident  was  taken  it  produced  an  effect  upon  the  pulse, 

occasioned  by  the  fedl  of  a  barrel  of  beer,  diminishing  it  in  volume,  and  adding  to  its 

The  tibia  and  fibula  were  broken  into  the  frequency,  making  it  140.     I  stopped  the 

ankle-joint,  which  was  laid  open,  and  the  bleeding  after  taking  7  ounces.   He  does  not 

astragalus  completely  smashed  ;  the  wound  look  as  if  he  could  Uve  many  hours, 

of  the  soft  parts  extending  on  both  sides  of  21st,  9  a.m. — Breathing  relieved.    Is  de- 

tfae  joint.     He  complained  also  of  his  back,  cidedly  better  this  morning.     Stump  is  un- 

which  had  been  bruised  by  the  fall.     I  re-  healthy  ;  very  deficient  in  action.  Pulse  120, 

moved  the  limb  just  below  the  knee-joint,  in  medium   strength.     Ordered  Brandy  ^g.  in 

the  usual  way,  with  a  circular  incision.  arrow-root.     HI.  Scillae  co.  gr.  6ta.  hors. 

I  made  the  flap  entirely  of  skin,  cutting  22d. — Much  the  same.     The  chest,  where 

through  the  muscles  even  all  round.  it  is  not  sore  with  the  blister,  to  be  painted 

The  arteries  were  easily  found.     I  put  on  with  the  tincture  of  iodine, 
five  ligatures ;  there  wss  very  little  blood  lost.  23, 9  a.m. — ^Dosing :  had  theopiate  draught 
I  dressed  the  stump  about  an  hour  after  am-  last  night ;  has  been  slightly  delirious  dur- 
putation,  uniting  the  edges  with  sutures  and  ing  the  night.    Expresses  Umself  comfort- 
three  broad  stripes  of  pLeiister.  able  ;  his  breathing  is  decidedly  better.   Did 

Ordered — ^Tlnct.  Opii.  TTlx.  not  disturb  the  stump.    Tbe  sister  thinks 

Spirit.  Am.  Arom.  5i*  that  the  iodine  relieves  the  breathing.     Ord. 

Mist.  Camph.     Uftc  nocte  repetanda  si  Decoct,  senegs  jij. ;  ammon.  carbon,  gr.  v. 

opus  sit.    This  draught  was  repeated.  6ta.  hork  ;  brandy  jij.     Beef  tea. 

19th. — He  took  80  minims  of  opium ;  4  p.m. — Breathing  better ;  cough  easier ; 

passed  a  good  night ;  expressed  himself  com-  less  pain  in  his  back ;  pulse  better ;  dressed 

fortable  in  the  morning ;   pulse  143 ;  his  the  stump ;  a  little  more  action  in  it,  but 

oough  is  very  troublesome ;  he  says  it  shakes  stiU  sloughy ;  ordered  repr.  haust.     Omit, 

him  sadly.    There  is  aloud  sonorous  bron-  pic.  scillae. 

chial  rale  over  the  upper  part  of  the  chest.  24th. — ^Better  in  every  respect.  Mr.Tyrrell 

Ordered — Empl.  lytt«B  amplum    pectori.  recommended  1  pint  of  porter  in  addition  to 

Pil.  ipecac,   c.   conio  gr.  v.    6ta.    horn,  the  other  mattera. 

linctus  pro  tussi.    Bowels  have  been  open-  25th. — Stump  sloughy.    Lot.  soda  chlor. 

ed ;  motions  healthy.     Repr.  haustus.  Gin  1|tv.  daily. 

20th. — Looks  well,  and  says  he  is  com-  27th. — Not  worse.    Has  passed  a  quiet 

fortable;    pulse   124,    ftiU;   back    better;  night  ;  did  not  have  the  opiate,  but  a  strong 

stump  looks  well ;  cough  much  easier ;  the  glaas  of  gin  and  water ;  breathing  easy, 

blister  not  yet  removed ;  says  he  does  not  December    3d. — Stump    still    sloughy ; 

mind  it.  brandy  Jvi. 

I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  I  consider  it  no  6th, — Has  gone  on  pretty  well ;  stump 

light  matter  to  spply  a  blister  to  a  patient  so  healthy ;   slough  separating  ;  cough   mora 

soon  after  such  a  serious  operation  ;  but  as  troublesome.     Ordered  to  omit  the  porter, 

it  was  evident  to  me  that  unless  I  could  ar*  Empl.  lyttce  to  the  chest, 

rest  the   bronchial  infbmmation  the  poor  7th. — Has  had  a  good  night ;  cough  much 

fellow  must  sink,  I  was  certain  that  this  was  better. 

the  best  remedial  agent  that  could  be  em*  8th. — Day  thick  and  foggy  ;  oough  more 

ployed.  troublesome. 
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9th. — Day  ▼ery  foggy  ;ooiigh very  troul^le-  mated  posteriorly,  and  imperfect  adheikms 

■ome ;  has  had  a  very  bad  night ;  ttump  to-  had  talien  place.    The  cheat  was  uiostialljr 

lerably  healthy.  prominent  and  resonanti  ezoept  at  the  lower 

10th,  9  A.M. — Cough  Tery  troublesome;  and  posterior  part, 

large  quantity  of  mucus  in  the  trachea ;  has  H^  ad. — ^The  cafTarfum  was  adherent  to 

been  Tery  restless,  rambling  all  night  long ;  the  dura  mater.    Mr.  Solly,  in  bis  remarks 

pulse  quick.  upon  the  ease  to  the  pupils,  obsenred,  "  that 

4  p.  ic. — ^Worse :  mucus  inereased ;  breath-  this  adherence  of  the  dura  mater  to  the  skull 

ing  very  difRcult ;  pulse  rapid,  but  not  very  was  a  circumstance  seldom  met  with  fn  old 

weak.     Ordered  c.  omenta  inter  scapulas  ad  age ;  and  when  it  occurred  at  this  period  of 

3iT.  or  3Ti.  life,  he  regarded  it  as  indicative  of  mcreaaed 

Some  glasses  to  be  put  on  dry ;  ftiur  ounces  vascular  action.     The  case  of  the  skull  con- 

were  taken,  and  gave  some  relief.  tained  tf  little  larger  quantity  of  fluid  than 

Uth. — No  better ;  breathing  very  difllcuH.  usual.    The  arachnoid  presented  the  dia- 

To  leave  off  the  pills,  and  take  the  sulphuric  racter  o(  uniform  opacity.  The  large  blood- 

sUier  in  camphor  again.  vessels  at  the  base  presented  in  their  eoats 

12th. — Much  worse;  breathingso  laborious  numerous  points  of  ossifioation.    Hie  brain 

that  he  looks  as  if  he  could  not  live  many  itself  was  healthy.    Hemispherical  ganglion 

hours.  pale. 

IStli^ — ^A  beantifbl  warm  sunshiny  day ;  a  Cketi. — ^The  heart,  on  Us  ririit  side,  was 

little  better.  slightly  dilated— the  left  ventride  sooiewluA 

14tfa  and  15th.— Not  much  change;  stump  hypeitrophied.      Hie  mitnl    valves    were 

healing.  slightly  thickened,  but  quite  flexible.    The 

l(Sth.— Mudi  the  same ;  rather  weaker,  ascending  portion  of  the  aortic  arch  was 

and  cough  trouUesome,  but  the  stump  is  somewhat  dilated.    The  lungs  were  promi- 

heaKng.  nent,  and  retained  the  dilated  state  proper  to 

17th. — He  died  suddenly  this  mondng,  that  of  full  inspiration.    In  structure,  both 

apparently  suffocated  by  the  collection  of  lungs  were  spongy,  but  not  crepitant.    AI- 

mucus  in  the  tradiea.  though  no  pneumonic  consolidation  could  be 

In  the  daily  reports,  the  state  of  the  bowels  anywhere  discovered,  repeated  pressure  would 

has  not  been  mentioned,  as  the  motions  were  not  empty  the  bronchial  vessels  of  air.     In 

regular  and  healthy.  every  portion  examined,  extensive  evidences 

The  practical  point  of  Interest  was  the  of  bronchitis  were  observed ;  even  the  mi- 
complication  of  the  case  by  the  chronic  bron-  nute  branches  of  the  bronchi  were  cfaaiged 
chitis,  which,  however,  was  so  much  relieved  with  a  large  quantity  of  frothy  serous  fluid, 
by  treatment,  that  his  wife  said  at  one  time  Mr.  Solly  observed  that  this  was  precisdy 
that  his  cough  was  better  than  it  had  been  the  comUtion  which  his  examination  before 
for  some  time.  The  general  principle  of  the  death  had  led  him  to  anticipate.  In  the  sub- 
treatment  was  local  depletion  and  counter-  stsnce  of  the  inferior  lobes  of  the  lung,  cir- 
irritation,  with  general  support.  With  re-  cumscribed  patches  could  be  felt,  whidi  Mr. 
gard  to  the  medicine,  lie  derived  very  de-  Solly  pointed  out  as  examples  of  hbular 
cided  benefit  from  the  decoction  of  senaga,  pneumonia,  supervening  upon  the  altack  of 
3ij. ,  with  ammonia  gr.  v.  every  six  hours.  He  bronchitis,  resulting  from  continuity  of  struc- 
was  a  good  deal  influenced  by  the  state  of  the  tnre. 

weather,  but  his  vital  gowers  were  evidently  For  the  most  part  the  terminal  vessels  of 
not  sufficiently  good  to  resist  the  depressbg  the  lung  were  permanently  filled  with  ur, 
effects  of  the  disease.  The  stump,  though  although  the  bronchial  ramifications  were 
doughy  at  first,  had  become  healthy,  and  was  considerably  obstructed  with  fluid.  This  con- 
advancing  towards  union  at  the  time  of  his  dition  I  have  observed  to  be  almost  always 
death,  which  occurred  just  a  month  from  the  the ptuf^'nortem  consequences  which  an  acute 
time  of  the  operatioD.  attack  of  bronchitis  leaves  bdUnd.     It  can 

Mr.  Solly  tiien  proeeeded  with  the  pupils  scarcely  be  called  emphygema,  although  the 
to  the  Dead^House,  and  the  following  report  vesicles  are  dilated,  and  the  character  of 
Is  given  by  Dr.  Thomas  Wllliamsy  who  in-  percussion  unnsudly  resonant. 
#pected  the  bodies :—  Abdomen. — ^The  liver  was  somewhat  en- 
Joseph  Blackman,  mi  64,  Isaac's  Ward,  larged  from  engorgement,  but  not  otherwise 
admitted  November  18th;  died  December  unhedthy. 
17th ;  eMmined  on  the  29th,  1842.  The  stomadi  wa^  contracted  Into  a  oom- 

Appearamee  qf  the  Bodff. — One  month  paratively  narrow  tube.  Tlie  pyloric  half 
dnce  thia  msn  underwent  the  operation  of  was  smaller  in  calibre  than  the  duodenum, 
amputation  of  the  leg,  performed  by  Mr.  Hie  cardiac  half  vras  larger.  From  Uw 
SoUy.  The  anterior  s^ment  of  the  flap  had  middle  of  the  lesser  cunrature,  an  irregular 
undergone  sloughing  to  such  an  extent  that  lobulated  tumor  proceeded,  which  occupied 
the  denuded  tibia  projected  beyond  the  nearly  the  whole  cavity  of  the  lesser  omen- 
stump,  but  the  edges  of  Hit  flsp  spproxi-  turn.   It  consisted  of  severd  almost  indepeu- 
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deot  globular  portions ;  united,  however,  to  lining  membrane  of  the  thoradc  aorta  was 

each  other  by  continuity  of  structure.    The  more  Tascular  than  usual.    The  larger  Telns, 

tnmor  extended  downwards,  behind  the  sto-  the  axillary  and  subdavian,  presented  a  si- 

mach,  as  to  as  the  superior  edge  of  the  j>an-  milar  but  obvious  vascularity,  but  there  was 

creas.  After  the  examination  of  the  sections,  no  fibrinous  efiusinn ;  and  Mr.  Solly  did  not 

Mr.  Solly  distinguished  th»  tumor  as  a  good  consider  the  colour  as  indicative  of  inllamma- 

example  of  encephaloid  careinoBka.    After  tory  action,  but  rather  ofsanguineous  traasu- 

the  ioqpeetion  of  tiie  mucous  lining  of  the  sto-  dallon.    llie    anterior  tibial   and  femoral 

madi,  he  reBoarked  that  the  reason  there  vesseb  of  the  left  Jeg  were  examined  without 

vrare  no  symptoms  of  this  disease  during  liie  discovering  any  d^ided  mark  of  moriud 

was  the  limited  extent  to  which  this  mem«  change. 

brane  of  the  body  was  involved,  and  in  all  ^nii«*^TIm  sldaof  nortifled  arm  oould  be 

probability  that  even  this  was  very  recent,  readily  stripped  away.    The  subcataneona 

and  the  &ot  that  the  tnmor  did  not  obstruct  tissue  was  graatly  extended,  and  faifiltrated 

either  the  cardiac  or  pyloric  orifices.    That  with  a  dark-oolonred  serum.    The  whole 

it  did  not  attract  the  eye  Co  the  region  orthe  sppearanoe  was  that  of  a  putrid  snl^ject 

epigastrium,  they  saw  was  explained  bv  the  wmoh  had  been  dead  many  days.    There 

mechanical  circumstance  of  the  flat  and  ex-  was  no  actual  disorganisation  of  the  struc* 

panded  form  of  the  tumor,  overspread  too  tures  of  the  arm — that  is,  sU  the  anatomical 

by  the  left  and  a  large  portion  of  the  right  elements,  muscles,  vessds»  nerves,  (imda, 

lobe  of  the  liver.  &c.,  oould  be  separately  examined.    It  was 

Mr.  Solly  said  that  it  was  a  singular  eir-  observed  that  the  veins  were  larger  and  moro 

cumstanoe  that  even  the  attention  of  the  dUatcd  than  hi  healthy  state.  The  Mood  which 

patient  himself  had  never  been  directed  to  they  contained  was  partly  liquid  and  pattfy 

the  seat  of  the  tumor  by  any  of  those  acute,  coagulated.    The  ooata  of  aomeof  the  larger 

shooting,  and  lanchiatmg  pains  which,  for  vessels  of  tiie  trunk  were  found  to  oontuiB 

the  moat  part,  eharacterise  the  origin  and  a  few  atheromatoua  depoaita. 
progress  of  this  form  of  malignant  disease. 

No  mark  of  morbid  change  oould  be  found     — " ^" 

^TZ'^^^'i"^^™*   .      ^    Q#  REMOVAL  OF  THE  OVARIUM. 

Taken  from  the  pott-nunrtem  record,  St,         "^*  

Thomas's  Hospital.  "  ' 

'William  Peters,  aged  50  (William's  Ward,)  f^,  |j^  £|j|^  ^  (^s  Medial  G09HU. 
admitted  December  8,  under  Mr.  Tyrrell ; 

died  December  17  ;  examined  on  the  19th.  SiB| 

^l^pMroncf  .--The  body  was  sound,  well-  j^iy  attention  has    been  called  to  a 

formed,  and  muscular.    The  toes  of  the  left  statement  by  D.  H.  Walne,  Eaq.,  Sur- 

foot  had  been  removed  by  amputation  per-  ^^     ^j^J  Guilford  Street,  Russell 

formed  by  Mr.  SoUy.    There  was  no  disco-  %Qy^n,  12th  Dec.  1S42,  inserted  in 

louFsti^  of  sufface  of  J5« J«!;«  «*^?-  your  number  of  the  23d  ultimo,  giving 

ties.    No  mduratum  couW  U  du»ov««l^^^  L  account  of  the  removal  of  a  diSeasel 

™Ti^SSX:wS*fro'2rS5  ovarium,  by  the  large  abdominal  sec, 

rJ^SrhsS^L^n^&S  T^il'^'^^^'^^^a^uffi^ 

ookmr  of  the  arm  wasdark  Uvid.  which  are  very  creditable  to  Mr.Walne, 

i7««il.— Mr.  SoUy  has  reported  to  me  that  that  gentleman  has    fallen   into  the 

no  pathological  evidenoea  wera  to  be  found  in  error  of  supposing,  and^as  a  necesswy 

the  brain,  which  waa  examined  by  himaelf.  oonseouence,  of   declanng  also,   that 

Cietf.— Heart  and  Umga  healthy,  with  the  after  tne  publication  of  Li^sars'  cases  of 

exccptimi  of  a  slight  hypiictrophy  of  the  left  a  similar  operation,  which  appeared 

ventricle.  manv  years  ago,   "an  eztraorainary 

The  lining  membranes  of  all  the  cavities  apathy    on  the  subject  continued  to 

stained  with  blood,  but  not  hiflamed.  a^t  the  whole  of  the  profession  in 

^Mmm».— The  Uver  was  healthy.  q^^  Britain";   and   that   he    (Mr, 

The  hitestinea  were  tympanitic ;  from  the  "v^^lne)  is  not  aware  of  the  operation 

duodenum  to  the  sigmoid  flexure  they  were  jj^^ing  ever    "  till  within  these  few 

distended  to  about  three  times  the  n^  jf^  ^„  repeated  by  a    British 

diameter.    Ihere  weie no diangea  of  atruc-  ^          „,.    He  aiGs  farther  his  belief 

^"S*  >         T>   1-     J  v^i. I  -«fK  .»«^  •*  that  it  never  had  been  performed  at 

iSJplMii.— Dark  and  checkered  with  green  }"»"^  Vl«u„^     K-fnw.   li-    rharlpa 

VMiSm.    Thia  organ  waa  more  decomposed  ««  »   Enriand,    before    Vr.  y^naxies 

SmTlS^  of  SJS^  viscera.               *^  S^*?'  ^if  ^^"JSio^^^^^ 

F«sf€ii.-The   large  vessels,  veins,  and  September.  1S42,  operated  in  his  first 

arteries  oC  the  Unnk  were  examined.     The  case ;  nor  in  London  until  in  Movem« 
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ber,  the  6th  instant/  of  the  same  year,  who  had  taken  full  notes  of  the  opera- 
he  (Mr.  Walne)  operated  in  the  case  he  tion  on  the  spot  at  the  time,  I  was  put 
has  recorded  in  your  journal.  in  possession  of,  and  retain  still,  the 

The  annexed  paragraph,  taken  from  means  of  giving  precision  and  authen- 

the  Literary  Gazette  of  the  31st  March,  ticitv  to  my  details.    But  many  bun- 

1827,  inserted  therein  by  an  eye-wit-  dred  other  engagements  supervenine; 

ness,  one  of  the  present  professors  in  in  an  eyer-bnsy  and  laborious  career,  I 

Uniyersity  College,  wiU  serve  to  inform  was  prevented  from  carrying  into  efikct 

Mr.  Walne  that  he  has  assumed  a  the  intention  I  had  of  ginng  to  the 

credit  to   himself  which   belongs  to  medical  world  a  practi<^  account  of 

another :  and  as  I  feel  assured  that  he  so  important  an  operation ;  performed 

has  done  so  unwittingly,  so  will  he  be  upwards  of  fifteen  years  before  either 

glad  of  the  opportunity  of  rectifying  Dr.  Clay  or  Mr.  Walne  thought  of 

his  erroneous  declaration.     The  fact  operating. 

is,  that  even  before  the  case  recorded       This  duty  to  the  profession,  however, 

in  the  Literary  Gazette,  an  attempt  had  I  hope  I  may  find  leisure  to  perform 

been  made,  also  by  myself,  to  remove  at  some  future  and  early  opportunity, 

another  similar  tumor  by  similar  means  and  of  adding  many  other  interesting 

the  year  previout,  in  tne  presence  of  facts    from    my    obstetrical   practice, 

Mr.  (now  Sir  Beniamin)  Brodie,  who,  which  I   relinquished  five  years  ago, 

with  the  rest  of  the  professional  spec-  after  twenty  years  of  incessant  ezer- 

tators  on  the  occasion,  considered  it  tions  in  it,  bv  which  my  health  became 

inexpedient  and  unsafe  that  I  should  seriously  endangered. — I  am,  sir, 
proceed  farther  with  the   operation.  Your  obedient  servant, 

when,  after  exposing  the  cavity  of  the  A.  B.  Granvills,  M.D.  F.R.S. 

abdomen  through  an  incision  of  nine 

inches  and  a  hslf  in  length,  and  bring-       109,  PtccadiUy,  Isb.  5, 1843. 
ing  a  large  ovarian  tumor  to  view,  very 

extensive  adhesions  by  firm  bands  were  Prom  the  Literary  Gazette,  March  31, 
discovered  between  it  and  the  adjacent  1827. 

viscera  and  peritoneal  coverings. 

In  this  latter  case  the  patient  reco-  Extraordinarv   Surgical  Ope- 

vered  most  completely  from  the  effecte  RATiON.---On  the  2l8t  instant,  a  tu- 

of  the  operation  as  far  as  it  had  gone.  ™<>f  weighing  ud wards  of  eight  pounds, 

In  the  former  case  the  patient  died  on  ^^d  m  magnitude  larger  than  the  hu- 

the  third  day  after  the  operation,  from  man  head,  was  extracted  entire  fVom 

the  effect  of  exhaustion  consequent  on  the  abdomen  of  a  woman  between  thirty 

the  abstraction  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and  forty  years  of  age,  by  Dr.  A.  B. 

ordered  under  an  over- anxious  appre-  Granville.     Notwithstanding  the  ex- 

hension,  on  the  part  of  the  medical  as-  Jent  of  the  incision,  nine^  inches  in 

sistant  left  in  attendance  on  the  patient,  length,  no  bowel  was  permitted  to  ob- 

of  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  ^J}\^  i  and  the  quantity  of  blood  lost 

coming  on  of  peritoneal  inflammation,  did  not  exceed  two  ounces.    The  results 

I  have  no  doubt  that  these  facts  luel;r  to  follow  from  determining  the 

must  be  in  the    recollection  of  Dr.  fccihty  of  such  an  operation  are  very 

Macleod,  as  both  cases  were  patients  important    Mr.  Keate,  Mr.  Bade,  Pro- 

at  the  same  medical    institution,    at  fessor  Pattwon,  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson, 

which  we  were  colleagues  at  the  time  »nd   Mr.  Wade,   Apothecarpr  of  the 

of  their  occurrence,  and  one  of  them,  Westminster  Dispensary,  assisted,  and 

indeed,  (Mary  Hewitt's,   the  woman  were  witnesses  of  the  operation." 
from  whom  the  ovarian  tumor  was  ex- 
tracted), was  a  patient  of  his,  trans-       N.B.  The  ovarian  tumor  and  cast 

-ferred  by  him  to  mv  department.  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  North, 

T  certainly  take  blame  to  myself  for  Surgeon,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery;  to 

having  omitted  to  publish,  at  the  time,  whom  I  made  over  my  collection  when 

a  full  professional  statement  of  the  two  I  gave  up  midwifery. — A.  B.  G. 
cases  in  question,  considering  how  im- 
portant a  step  in  obstetrical  medicine 

is  the  operation  alluded  to.    That  task  

would  nave  been   an  easy  one,    as, 
thanks  to  Professor  A.  T.  Thomson, 
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FRACTURE  OP  THE  FEMUR  IN  A    stance,  at  first,  it  was  pronounced  not 

FEMALE  89  YEARS  OLD.  at  all  likely  that  any  thing  further 

than  cartilaginous  union  would  take 

lb  ike  Editor  qfthe  Medical  GaxetU.  place,  and  that  therefore  Mrs.  F.  would 

Sir,  terminate  her  days  as  a  cripple,  from 

ALtow  me  to  put  on  record  the  follow-  X*°'-?^  power  in  the  system  to  unite 

ing  instance  exhibiting  the  vU  medu  *°f  fractured  bone.     It  is  hoped  its 

irix  naiurm  favourabfy  developed  in  relation  majr  call  forth  the  remarks  of 

the  successful  and  speedy  termination  any  similar  instances  occurring  in  the 

offractureoftheosfemonsinafemale  Practice  of    some  of  your  numerous 

subject  of  the  great  age  of  eighty-nine  ^^^^  ajd  correspondents.—I  am,  sir, 

years.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Sept.  10,  1842.-Mrs.  F.,  a  meagre  William  F.  Henderson,  M.D. 

person,  of  temperate  and  regular  habits,  m.«K-».  »•     t     «  ,«.-        Surffeon,  &c. 

Sustained  a  fracture  of  the  left  femur  ^^^^  ^"^  ^^'  *'  ***'• 

while  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  pass- —  . 

ing  across   the  road  and  coming  in  ««ttoct^  a^»t>  ,^t  •>,,«.. 

contact  with  a  horse  and  light  baker's  PRUSSIC  ACID  IN  DISEASED 

cart,  the  driver  of  which  did  not  per-  CORNEA. 

ceive  her.    On  my  seeing  her  a  few  

minutes  afterwards  the  nature  of  the  -,   .,    „  ,.^      ^  .    ,*,  , 

injury  was  apparent.      She    was  re-  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

moved  to  her  nouse,  and  the  fracture  Sir, 

ascertain!^  to  be  oblique,  and  near  the  t«  .,      j        *i.    *  n                     *  ,. 

centre  of  the  bone.    ^  If  you  deem  the  following  case  of  dis- 

Apparatus  not  being  at  hand,  she  f^^r''°*'*'n''"'^'''*V  ^^*5  J?^*,^'' '"^ 

was^placed  in  bed,  the  Umb  encased  i^f.^J',?'''^''  ^^^^'Tl  ^'*'?l^  ¥  '^^' 

in  pillows,  so  as  to  form  a  double  in-  ify^^^l^^        ""  ^  ^''^''  '^"^  *'°''^^ 

dined  plane.    Next  morning,  Sept.  H,  ^  "^'  ^^'  ®^-»  p  tt  rr  t> 

the  fractured  portions  were  placed  in  ^'  ^'  gimreon^'*^^'''' 

exact   apiKwition,    after   considerable  peHh,  December  sist,  is4i          ' 
difnculty  in  retaining  them  in  situ. 

The  limb  was  put  on  the  double  in-  ^  Case. — M.  J.  set.  29,  of  a  strumous 

clined  plane  formed  by  Macin tyre's  diathesis,  has  been  repeatedly  attacked 

apparatus,  with  a  long  splint  outside,  with  inflammation  in  both  eyes  alter- 

another,  shorter,  inside  the  thigh,  and  pately,  accompanied  with  more  or  less 

each  well  padded.    Thus  was  the  ex-  intolerance  of  light,  and  pain  of  head, 

tremity  comfortably  secured,  and  thus  ever  since  she  nad  smaU-pox,  about 

it  remained,  without  a  single  untoward  her   ninth  vear :  to  relieve  this  her 

or  bad  occurrence,  until  friends  sought  various  means,  but  with- 

Oet.  26,  the  forty-fourth  day,  when  out  any  avail,   and  on  entering  her 

the  apparatus  was  removed,  and  the  eighteenth  vearshe  became  blind.   The 

fractured  port  found  to  be  firmly  united,  catamenia  had  never  appeared  before 

the  tumor  of  callus  being  small,  but  she  was  twenty  ;  and  from  that  period 

sufficient  to  shew  the  perfection  of  the  onwards,  till  about  four   yeara    ago, 

care,  and  allow  motion  of  the  limb  in  menstruation  had  always  been  scanty, 

any  direction.    In  a  few  days,  by  ap-  and  attended  with  the  usual  symptoms 

propriate  treatment,  she  was  enabled  of  dysmenorrhoea. 

to  put  her  foot  to  the  ground,  and  even  On  the  26th  September,  1842,  her 

to  step  out  bearing  the  weight  of  the  eves  presented  the  following  state : — 

body.    She  has  long  ago  been  able  to  The  right  cornea  transparent,  with  an 

move  without  the  am  of  a  stick :  has  nnusual  quantity  apparently  of  aaue- 

been  out  of  doors,  and  perfectly  com-  ous  humour  on  the  anterior  chamoer, 

petent  to  take  exercise  on  foot  when  so  as  to  give  it  externally  a  somewhat 

the   weather  permits.    No  deformity  conical  aspect;  iris  of  a  dark  red  colour, 

existing  in  the  parts.  and  its  pupillarv  edge  contracted  to  the 

This  case  is  placed  before  the  snr-  size  of  a  pin-hole,  and  in  close  contact 

gical  world,   particularly   the  junior  with  the  capsule  of  the  lens.    N'o  vi- 

portion,  not  tone  too  disspirited  in  prog-  sion  in  this  eye  remaining.    That  of 

nosticating  osseous  union  in  subjects  the  left  cornea  was  all  but  opaque,  from 

far  advanced  in  life ;   as  in   this  in-  coagulated  lymph  between  its  layers, 
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with  the  exception  of  a  smnll  lucid  seg-  «o  in  disease  of  the  cornea  and  iris  than 
ment,  at  the  upper  and  outer  Migin  of  inaByodKriBBideiittoBMkaBoigiBii. 
ita  dremnfereiiee;  hdiind  whicb,  on  With  such  an  object  in  Tiewy  aad  after 
the  eje  being  tnmed  downward  and  in-  once  applying  the  extract,  smeared 
ward,  the  pupil  could  be  seen  contracted  round  the  eye,  at  bed-time,  I  soon  found 
also,  and  of  an  oblong  shape,  along  it  to  he  also  of  considerable  senrioe, 
with  a  greater  increase  of  aqueous  hu-  along  with  the  daily  use  of  the  fumes 
mour  in  the  anterior  chamher,  and  the  of  the  acid,  which  were  both  afterwards 
cornea,  to  external  appearance,  much  employed  assiduously  in  this  manner, 
more  hulged  forward  than  that  of  the  for  the  rest  of  the  treatment, 
right.  With  this  eye  she  could  only  But  in  drawing  my  remarks  to^  a 
distinguish  an  object  when  it  was  rolled  close  at  this  time,  1  cannot  re/raim 
downward  and  toward  the  inner  can-  from  sa^n^  less,  in  regard  to  the  uti- 
thus,  on  being  passed  between  her  and  lity  which  is  lik^y  to  arise  from  this 
the  lieht  medicine  when  properly  applied,  than 
This  ill-fated  woman  heinff  alto-  that,  in  such  a  simitar  case  as  I  have 
gether  an  object  of  charity,  her  friends  stated,  I  would  not  for  a  moment  hesi- 
solicited  me  to  take  up  her  case,  of  tate  again  in  giving  it  and  the  extract 
which  I  was  not  at  idl  sanguine.  How-  of  belladonna  a  fair  trial,  so  convinced 
ever,  having  previoushr  perused,  with  am  I  now,  after  employing  it  jpret^ 
much  pleasure,  a  hrief  extract  by  Dr.  freely  by  itself,  in  dinei en t  sections  of 
TumhuU,  on  the  fumes  of  prussic  the  same  organ  (in  oil  of  which  more 
acid  as  a  valuable  remedy  in  certain  or  less  improvement  of  vision  was  ma- 
diseases  of  the  eye,  I  was  led  to^  make  nifested),  of  its  potency  to  remove  many 
trial  of  a  few  applications  of  it  in  the  of  those  formidable  diseases  of  the  eye, 
above  case,  according  to  his  method;  moreespecially that ofthecoraea,  which 
and  I  must  candidly  confess,  that  ere  are  so  often  the  opprobrium  of  our  art. 
long  I  was  completely  astonished  on  However,  before  I  nave  done,  it  is  hut 
observing  the  rapid  effect  it  produced  justice  to  ascribe  this  noble  discoveiy 
on  the  opaque  eomeahefore  mentioned;  to  Dr.  TumbuU,  whose  indefatigable 
more  so,  as  the  longer  I  cautiously  and  leseansh  has  not  failed  to  find  oat 
perseveringly  used  it,  the  greater  in  others,  no  less  wonderful  in  their  effects, 
iMropcition  did  the  inn>issated  lymph  as  they  are  usefnl  to  mankind  ;  and  for 
become  absorbed,  and  the  layers  of  the  auch  he  cannot  but  claim  to  himself 
oomea,  over  a  wide  space,  begin  to  the  best  thanks  of  the  profession  at 
assume  their  natural  transparency,  as  laige. 
also  in  dilating  the  pupil  to  a  consider- 

able  extent;    so  much,   indeed,  that  j^^  FUNCTION  OF  THE  SPLEEN, 
before  one  month  under  its  use,  she 

could  observe  objects  in  a  very  diffe-  

rent  light,  and  ere  another  had  elapsed,        j^  fj^  ^^^^  ^f  ^^  Medical  GaxeUt. 
she  could  find  her  way  ont  of  doors  by 
herself,  and  come  to  my  residence  for  ^^■'f 

any  medicine  she  required;  since  which  ApTBtt   some   investigations  which  I 

she  has  cone  on  gmdually  to  promss  have  been  pursuing,  I  have  come  to  a 

Ikvourablv,  without  any  more  apmica-  conclusion  which  I  think  renders  the 

tions,  and  the  vision  is  now  sufficient  nature  of  the  spleen  no  longer  ques- 

to  enable  her  to  go  about  free  firom  tionahle.     I  shall   just  now  content 

the  dread   she   had   before,   or   the  myself  with  stating  tne  chief  points  in 

nse  of  a  guide.    During  the  use  of  the  rationale  of  the  decision, 
this    potent    remedy,   it   struck   me       All  the  fluid  productions  of  the  v^^ 

very  forcibly  that  the  extract  of  bel-  tern  necessarily  have  their  producing 

^ladonna  might  assist  the  case  conside-  structures.  The  observation  seems  trite, 

rably  (more  especially  when  one  had  vet  it  is  necessary.^  For  producing  the 

reasons  fbr  suspecting  adhesions   to  oile  there  is  the  liver;  for  the  urine, 

exist),  in  keeping  up  a  g|reatereflbct  on  kidneys;  for  the  chyle,  mesaraic  ab- 

the  pupil  than  that  anting  from  the  sorbents ;  but  is  there  any  fluid  exist- 

nse  of  the  acid,  which  every  one  will  ing  in  the  body  which  has  no  organ 

admit  at  once,  who  has  seen  its  powers  assi^ed  for  the  production  of  it  ?  There 

depicted  upon  the  human  eye,  to  be  is.    what  organ  of  the  body  forms  the 

only  temporary,  audi  I  belieFe,  still  less  blood  P    The  heart  propels  it ;  the  vea- 
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sels  distribute  it ;  the  lungs  aerate  it ;  casb  of 

the  chylous  supplies  replenish  it ;  the  IMPERFORATE  PHARYNX, 
kidneys  and  liver  punfy  it ;  out  what 
orean  ybrms— what  organ  prodyeet  it  ? 
when  I  find  a  certain  fluid ^ing  into 

an  organ,  and  a  certain  fluid  comine  . 
out  ofan  organ,  and  none  other  fluia 

than  this  either  coining  out  or  j;oing  in,  T«  <*«  *«**•  ^^  Medical  Oatett9, 

I  naturally  come  to  the  conclusion^  that  gm 

suchoTgRnisforthepurpow  ofj^-  ,            'thi„k  that  the  following  de- 

The  fundameiital   constituent   of  the  _^»',„  _,.^.  j_~_»j™.  :-  „„~  :«„m.i 

blood^that  element  which  pecuUarlv  '^{,.^^,  ?rhin!^fn  Z^  k  ^«f  ?n^; 

constit»tea  it  blood-is  the  r^  princll  LsS^li^/'a^^^^^^    ^^^"^  "*  ""^  ^^"' 

pie  of  that  fluid.    The  source  of  all  the  ^  Your  obLdfeit  servant 

other  constituents  of  the  blood  can  be  Georoe  Millktt  Davis 

accounted  for,  but  in  what  region  of  the      «  «    * « o* ,  , , , 

system  is  it  that  the  red  pnnciple  of  ^^'  ^^^dSSKt  s'SSf  iwr*"^ 
tne  blood  is  elaborated?    The  lungs 

alter  the  colour,  but  where  is  it  that  the  A  child  of  the  full  period,  well  formed 

colouring  principle  is  produced  F    A  in  every  particular,  with  the  exception  of 

product  cannot  be  furnished  without  a  spina  bifida  in  the  lumbar  re^on, 

some  part  of  the  system  to  furnish  it.  and  the  absence  ofan  anus,  lived  thirty- 

llobody  seems  to  have  thought  of  this  six  hours,  a  small  (quantity  of  matter, 

necessity,  that  the  red  principle  of  the  evidently  from  the  intestines,  havine 

blood  must  have  some  source;  and  then  been  discharged  by  the  urethra,  and 

it  has  next  to  be  settled  what^  that  symptoms  orsufibcation  having  been 

source  is.    I  shall  not  here  enter  into  a  produced  by  the  administration  of  a 

dettiil  of  those  instances  of  impaired  uttle  cream  ajpi  water, 

states  of  the  system,  in  which  the  red  On  examination  after  death  I  made 

principle  of  the  blood  is  defective,  and  the  following  observations  :-— 

in  which,  at  the  same  time,  the  spleen  The  pharynx,  an  inch  and  a  quarter 

palpably  and  principally  is  known  to  be  in  len^Ui,  terminated  abruptly,  forming 

at  iauU-*-suchas  in  the  pallor  attending  a  cul  de  sac. 

the  sequels  of  intermittents,  and  in  the  From  the  posterior  and  upper  part  of 

svstemic    etiolation    characteristic    of  the  trachea  arose  a  few  muscular  fibres, 

cniorosis ;   but  I  will  simply  remark,  which,  taking  their  course  downwards 

that  in  these  instances  we  have  a  vi-  behind,  and  attached  to  the  trachea, 

sible  def^t  in  the  system,  and  an  es-  deriving  also  a  few  fibres  from  the  an- 

pecial  organ  perceptibly  deranged ;  and  terior  part  of  the  pharynx,  a  little  above 

the  concomitants   point   out   plainly  its  termination,  endea  in  a  complete, 

enough  that  the  one  condition  is  de-  well-formed,  and  so  far  perfect  obso- 

pendent  upon  the  other.    In  fine,  I  phagus. 

think,  for  the  future,  we  shall  have  no  On  laying  open  the  trachea  I  found 

difficulty  in  deciding  that  the  function  a  rounded  aperture,  about  one-eighth 

of  the  spleen  is  the  formation  of  the  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  immediately 

haematosine  of  the  blood — that  fun-  above  its  bifurcation,  admitting  of  the 

damental  constituent  of  the  fiuid  which  passage  of  a  probe  into  the  cDsopha^s, 

peculiarly  constitutes  it  blood.     The  which,  f^m  this  point,  became   free, 

spleen  is  the  laboratory  for  the  red  and  took  its  usual  course  to  the  sto- 

principle  of  the  blood.  mach.    This  opening  was  situated  in 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  the  posterior  part  of  the  trachea,  and  at 

Your  obedient  servant,  least  an  inch  below  the  point  from 

BuBTON  Geo.  Hatgarth,  M.D.  Gl.  which  the  first  fibres  of  the  cesophagua 

niysidaB-AocMcbeor.  arose. 

Uuncaton,  Van  Dienen's  UmO,  The  rectum  terminated  in  a  pouch, 

Wcdnetday,  13th  July,  ISO.  having  a  communicat¥)n  with  the  pros- 
tatic  portion   of  the   urethra    laree 

_^.^  enoQgh  to  pennit  the  introduction  of  a 

•naU  probe. 
Ail  other  parts  were  formed  na- 
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turally,  excepting  that  instead  of  two  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  suffers  mni:^ 
kidnies  there  was  only  one,  of  a  horse-  less  than  membranes  of  the  serons  class : 
shoe  shape,  placed  across  the  yertebral  in  this,  however,  he  was  in  error,  as 
column,  having  two  ureters,  and  two  has  since  been  proved  by  Mr.  Long,  in 
capsulee  renales.  a  very  interesting  paper  publishea  in 

The  point  wWch  appears  to  be  chiefly  this  journal**  Dupuytren,  in  his  cli- 
interesting  is  the  fact  of  an  opening  nical  lectures,  shewed,  likewise,  the 
having  existed  leading  from  the  tra-  frequent  complication  of  bums  with 
chea  into  the  cesophagus.  internal  lesions,  such  as  congestions 

and  inflammations  of  the  organs  con- 

tained  in  the  head,  chest,  and  abdo- 

men,  and  related  several  cases    illus- 

THE  PATHOLOGY  OP  BURNS,        trative  of  this.     More  recently,  Mr. 

By  John  E.  Erichsen.  Wallace,  of  Dublin,  has  pointed  out  the 

same  facts,  and  Mr.  Long,  in  the  paper 
(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette,)  already  referred  to,  eives  an  analysis  of 

"-^  anumbcr  of  cases  of  burn,  which  he  had 

The  frequent  occurrence  of  structural    collectedfrom  various  sources  or  that  had 

changes  in  the  organs  contained  within    fjoillen  under  his  own  notice— the  most 

the  head,  chest,  and  abdomen,  as  a  con-    extended  series  of  cases  of  this  descrjp- 

sequence  of  severe  or  extensive  bums,    tion  that  had  as  yet  been  made.    To 

is  a  fact  familiar  to  all  surgeons ;  but    this  gentleman  is  also  due  the  merit  of 

the   precise   nature,  comparative  fire-   having  been  the  first  to  point  out  the 

ouency,  and  immediate   cause  of  the    occurrence  of  ulceration  of  the  duode- 

aifierent  lesions  that  may  occur  in  these    num,  as  a  consequence  of  these  inju- 

injuries,  have  not,  it  appears  to  me,    ries;  on  which  subject,  Mr.  Curling* 

been,  as  yet,  ascertained  with  a  proper   has  lately  made  some  very  interesting 

degree  ofprecision,  no  sufiicientlyexten-    observations,  detailing  no  less  than  tea 

sive  series  of  observations  having  been    cases  in  which  that  lesion  was  found. 

made  on  this  subject.    I  have,  there-        In  the  analysis  of  the  annexed  table, 

fore,   collected    together,    and    have    I  purpose  averaging  the  cases  contained 

arranged  in  a  tabular  form,  for  conve-    therein  under  three  heads  :    namely, 

nience  of  reference,  all  those  fatal  cases    those  that  died,  1st,  during  the  period 

of  bum  that  I  have  been  able  to  find  a    of  congestion :  2nd,  during  the  period 

suflficiently  implicit  account  of  in  dif-    of  inflammation  ;  and  3rd,  during  the 

ferent  periodicals  and  works,  or  that    period  of  suppuration. 

have  fallen  under  my  own  observation ;        1  st.  The  period  of  congestion  is  limited 

in  all  fifty  in  number.     And  it  is  by    totheflrst  48  hours  ;totne  cases,  indeed, 

an  analysis  of  the  nost-mortem   ap-    in  which  death  occurs  before  inflam- 

pearances  presented    oy  this  body  of   matorv  action  comes  on  or  is  fully  es- 

cases,  (sumciently  large  to  avoid  the    tablisned.    This  is  the  period  that  has 

deduction  of  false  inferences,)  that  I    been  denominated,  by  I)upuytren,  that 

purpose  endeavouring  to  determine  the    of  irritation ;  and  he  believed  that,  in 

points  in  question.  this  stage,  death  might  arise  from  an 

Dr.  Cumin*  was  the  first,  in  this    excess  of  pain;  that  "too  great  a  loss  of 

country,  who  pointed  out  the  occur-    sensibility  might  kill  as  well  as  too 

rence  of  internal  inflammation  in  cases    fi;reat  loss  of  blood."     This  opinion, 

of  burn,  to  which,  he  says,  his  attention    however,  is,  I  think,  with  deference  to 

had  been  directed  by  the  symptoms  of   the  very  high  authority  from  which  it 

high  arterial    action  which    are  fre-    emanated,    entirely    unfounded.     For 

quently  witnesssd  in  these  injuries.  He    when  the  the  injury  is  so  extensive  or 

appears  to  have  been  anxious  to  con-    severe  as  to  give  rise  to  such  an  exces- 

trovert  the  then  prevailing  doctrines    sive  degree  of  pain  as  might  be  sup- 

of  Broussais,  as  he  contends  that  the    posed  to  prove  fatal,  we  shall  invaria* 

mucous    membrane    of  the    digestive    bly  find  that  it,  at  the  same  time,  occa- 

organs  is  not  affected  in  the  extensive 

manner  that  the  followers  of  that  phy-       •  London  Medical  Guette^  Feb.  7,  ism, 
sician    would   lead    us  to  believe,  but    „t.Medico-ChirniyicalTlrinBaction8,Vol.T,  Jnd 

'  Senes.    I  may  here  mention,  that  I  hama  not 


included    Mr.  Curling's  original  caaea  In  tht 

.  _ .,  .       ^  ..  ,      ^  -^  ^    .  .         .    annexed  table,  for  ag  they  were  eeUetedy  they 

*  Edinbnrrh  Med.  and  Soricat  loanial,  ISIS,    wonki  neceinrity  fa!i«ify  the  nanlt  of  ito  analysia. 
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aii»B  tuch  structaral  dumge«  aa  are 
full;  sofficient  of  themselvea  to  aoconnE 
Eor  the  &tsl  tennination,  without 
h&ving  recounc  to  so  h;potbeticHl  a 
notion  aa  death  from  excess  of  pain 
or  from  loss  of  sensibility. 

On  eKaminiiig  the  table  it  will  be 
found,  th^t  the  Dumber  of  cases  con- 
tained in, this  class  amounts  to  16.  Of 
these,    the  brain  and  its  Diembraiies 

arachnoid,  ii 

Contents  1.    

in I 

The  lungs  were  coagested,  with  more 
or  less  reduMa  01    the  hioochiaL 
(uemhrane,  and  effusion  into  the 
pleura,  in         ....    8 
The  lungs  were  hepatized  in      .    I 
Slate  of  the  thoracic  viscera  not  men- 
tioned in  ....    3 
Thoracic  viscera  nol  heiilthy  in  .    5 
The  nbdominal  organs  were  healthy 


if  cranium  not  examined 


—  not  mentioned  it 

-  congested  n 


In  one  of  these  last  cases  there  was 
air  in  the  peritoneum  ;  in  four  others, 
there  was  serum  effused,  and  in  one 
that  membrane  wns  Arj. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  all  (he 
patients  who  died  during  the  period  of 
congestion  (irritation  of  Dupnytren), 
there  was  found  sufflcient  alructurnl 
lesions,  more  particniarly  of  the  brain 
andiCs  membranes,  to  account  for  death, 
without  attributing  that  event  to  the 
operation  of  so  otecure  a  cause  as  ex- 
cess of  pain  or  too  great  a  loss  of  sen- 

2nd.  As  the  cases  contftined  in  the 
second  c1b£B,  the  period  of  inflammatory 
rc-action  and  mflammntion,  extend 
over  a  longer  spare  of  time,  from  the 
2nd  day  to  the  end  of  the  second  week, 

than  Ihoaeof  the  tirst  claAB,being2Sin 
number.    Of  thene, 

The  brain  and  its  membranes  were 
not  mentioned  in  B  cases.  Of  the  re- 
maining 17: 


efTosion  of  serous  fluid,  principally 

of  a  bloody  characler,  in         .     11 

There  w.-us  serous  effusion  only  in     3 

A  healthy  condition  in         .         .     3 

The  state  of  the  thoracic  vibcera  in 
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here  mentioned  in  six  cases.    Of  the  mentioned,  there  are   abundant  eti* 

remaining  19 :  dences  of  the  existence  of  pertonitisy 

There  was  congestion  (probably  in  ^^   of    congestion,    very    probably 

many  instances  inflammatory)  in  inflammatory,  of  the  intestinal  mucous 

the  lungs,  with  more  or  less  effu-  membrane  of  those  who  die  durmg  this 

sion  of  serum  or  lymph  in  the  P®"^?'  .                      .     ,  .     .      , .  - 

pleuree,  with  redness  of  bronchial  ,  3rd.  The  cas^  contained  m  the  thud 

mucous  membrane,  in      .        .10  class,  those  m  which  death  occurred  dur- 

Lungs  hepatiaed  in     ...    5  ing  the  period  of  suppuration,  are  9  ui 

Lungs,  &c.  healthy  in         .        .    4  number ;  and  these  we  shall  also  find 

The  state  of  the  abdominal  organs  J^i*' ^f,?"«i^^^      ^^  several  interest- 

not  mentioned  in  3  cases:  of  thSre-  ^''^'''^^^^\  .,           , 
"   .  ;      «vi  The  brain  and  its  membranes  were 
niaimng22  not  examined  in  4  cases :  of  the  remain- 
There    was    increased  vascularity,  inorS 
chiefly  of  the  mucous  membrane  ^    ' 
of  the  small  intestines,  with,  in  There  was  eflfiision  with  oongestifm 

some  cases,  evidences  of  perito-  in 1 

nitis,  in 11  Efibsion  without  congestion  in    .    2 

Ulcers 'in  the  duodenum  in  .  6  Preternatural  dryness  in  .  .  1 
Abdominal  organs  healthy  in  .  5  Healthy  condition  in  .  .  .1 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cases  in  ,  State  of  the  thoracic  viscera  not  men- 
this  class  differ,  in  some  very  important  tioned  in  two  cases :  of  the  remaining  7 
respects,  from  those  in  the  preceding  There  was  congestion  of  the  lungs, 
one.  The  cerebral  lesions  are  found  with  effusion  into  the  pleura,  in  2 
not  to  be  quite  so  frequent,  but,  when  Purulent  infiltration  of  the  lungs  in  2 
they  do  occur,  they  present  more  nn-  Hepatization  of  the  lungs  in  .  1 
equivocal  evidences  of  inflammatory  Recent  lymph  effused  in  pleurae  in  1 
action.  The  lungs  are  rather  more  fre-  Lungs  healthy,  but  exsanguine,  in  1 
quenUy  affected,  and  show  decided  xhe  condition  of  the  abdominal  vis- 
marks  of  pneumonia  or  of  intense  cera  not  mentioned  in  2  cases.  Of  the 
bronchitis,  as  manifested  bv  the  former  i^maining  7 

^1!^  Sf  l!SSti«ri««  ^H  Ke  t"  Inflammation  of  duodenum  and  coo- 

?^^-?*P5^1'     w^  gestionofiliumin  .        .       .    I 

named  state  of  the  broncinal  mucous  /-,  **"■";  "'  i .,.       .                      i 

membrane,  wWch  is  usuaUy  coated  g^Sl^^S  'stomad..  oU.ei 

With  a  thick  frothy  mucus.    Appear-  «!:„"  u^^uvT^  ;«    ■•*'"«**'"»  wmi« 

ancesindicativcofpleuritisarealsoby  w^lthvin                  '        '            4 

no  means  uncommon   in   those  cases  "Caimy      ..... 

that  prove  fatal  during    this  period.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  Srd 

The  most  marked  characteristics  of  it,  class  of  cases,  lesions  of  the  lungs  are 

however,  are  to  be  found  in  the  lesions  the  most  common ;  of  the  brain  least ; 

of  the  abdominal  organs,  which,  al-  whilst  those  of  its  abdominal  viscera 

though  not  so  frequent  as  in  the  stage  are  but  of  unfr^quent  occurrence. 

of  congestion,  are  unquestionably  of  Of  the  six  cases  in  which  morbid 

a  &r  graver  nature ;  that  very  remark-  changes  were  found  in  the  lungs  or 

able  and  serious  sequela  of  bums,  per-  pleurse,  one  died  on  the  24th  day,  and 

foratinff  ulceration  of  the  duodenum,  the  remaining  five,  between  the  90th 

being  found  in  no  less  than  6  of  the  22  and  39th  days.    The  pneumonia  will, 

cases,  or  one  in  every  3'6  deaths  that  at  this  period,  be  found  to  be  in  a  more 

occur  during  this  period.    I  may  here  advanced  stage,  baving»,out  of  the  five 

state  that  m  one  instance,  Case  46,  cases  in  which  it  occuired,  gone  on  to 

ulceration  of  this  portion  of  Ihe  intes-  purulent  infiltration  in  two,  and  to  he- 

tinal  canal  was  found  in  a  patient  who  patization  in  one.    There  is  one  case  of 

died  on  the  4th  day  after  the  infliction  peculiar  interest  in  this  class :  vis.  that 

of  the  injury  ;  the  only  case  on  record,  in  which  a  recently  cicatrised  ulcer  was 

I  believe,  in  which  this  lesion  has  been  found  in  the  stomach;  which  lesion 

noticed   at    so   early  a  period;   Mr.  must,  like  the  duodenal  ulcers,  have 

Curling  not  mentioning,  in  his  coUec-  occurred   during    the   second  period; 

tion  otcases,  anv  that  occurred  before  the  patient  dying  in  the  diird,  of  pneu- 

the  7th  day.    Besides  the  lesion  just  monia  and  bronchitis. 
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Thus  then  it  will  be  found,  that  of  the  cases  that  occuxred  daring  the  1st 
period: 

The  cerebral  organs  were  diseased  in    15  out  of  15  or  100  per  cent. 
The  abdominal  organs  in    .        .        .    12     „      14  „  85*7       n 
The  thoracic  viscera  in        •        .        •      9     „      14  „  64*2       „ 

In  the  second  period,  the  comparative  -ratio  is,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the 
same  i  if  anything,  the  cerebral  organs  are  a  little  more  frequently  affected : 
The  Drain  and  its  membranes  being 

diseased  in 14out  of  17  or  82*3  per  cent. 

The  thoracic  viscera  in        .        .        .    15     „      19  „  78*9        „ 
The  abdominal  organs  in     .  .    17     i,     22  „  77*2       „ 

In  the  third  period : 

The  thoracic  viscera  were  diseased  in  6  out  of  7  or  85*7  per  cent. 

The  cerebral  organs  in        .        .        .  4     „       5  „  80  „ 

The  abdominal  viscera  in  .        .        .  2     „       6  „  33'3         „ 

On  taking  the  total  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  cases,  and  reducing  it  to 
decimals,  it  will  be  found  that : 

The  cerebral  organs  were  diseased  in  •    33  out  of  37  or  89*1  per  cent. 
The  thoracic  viscera  in       .        .        .    30     „     40  „  75*  „ 

The  abdominal  viscera        .        .        .    31      „     ^  „  73*8        „ 

The  period  at  which  death  may  be  2  died  during  the  4th  week. 

expected  to  occur  varies,  necessarily  4  „  5th  do. 

very  considerably,  according   to    the  1  „  6th  do. 

nature  of  the  individual  case,  the  extent  m^„.  .^  „.„  ,    „^„  .^.  .|,^  «-»■♦*.#. 

or  severity  of  the  bum,  and  the  age  or       ^^  *^  Ta  ^u  ^°  ^^^*  a    ^^^ 
^Z2*i^,,*f^^^flv.l^TJ!i^  number   of  deaths  occur  during  the 

constitution  of  the  patient.  Un  taking,    -^.  ^     ^        .     .,     „*«.,«  ^r  «it,«-- 

however,  the  aggre^te  of  the  50  cases  ?."^  ^^'^  W  3?  l^^  *ftp  ^/  ''^^''^^ 

«i  fiwv,!;  ^lf^•^«5I  ♦r  ♦K^^  ^on»  or  whilst  that  condition  is  passing 

without  reference  to  these  modifying  j      '      inflammatory  one.    After  thil 

mcumstances,  we  shall  find  that  33,  or  .^  ^    mSty  diminishes  pic 

66*  per  cent,  prove  fatal  dunng  the  •Zll^.i"    ,!«^- 1   Jui    iJ*ik««Ib    tiZ 

the  remaining  6  on  the  three  foUowing    exteortion,  piuuleat  infiltration  of  the 

8  died  dunng  the  2nd  week.  organs. 

2  „  3rd  do.  (TDbecontfaiiisd.] 


A  TABULAR  VIKW  morrhages  is  almost  a  literal  tranala- 

oTTBB  tionofthe  Tableau  Synoptique  of  M. 

TREATMENT  OP  UTERINE  ^^  Dubois,  of  Paris,  on  the  same 

rtxfviniinnkrvsi  subject.     If  you  consider  it  of  suffi- 

H^MORRHAGES.  ^^^^  importance  to  deserve  a  place  in 

*-^  the  pages  of  your  excellent  journal,  it 

n,^m,or^,H.Me^ca,  Galeae.  '' ^^^^  ^^IZ^^^^^^  ^' 

SiB,  William  Camps,  M J).  Edin. 

Tm  woompanying  tabular  aminge.  ^^  g^  G«>.Tenor  Sqnare, 

nent  of  the  treatment  of  ntenne  h»-         '       dk.  ss,  1849. 

HSDCOBHHAOS  BBFOKB  PARrDBlTION. 


A.  Slight  HeBtnorrhage, — Horizontal  position;  perfect  repose ;  cool  air;  cool 
acidulous  fluids ;  low  (net ;  bleeding  if  there  be  symptoms  of  ple^ora.  The 
bladder  and  rectnm  to  be  emptied. 

B.  Severe  Htemorrhage.'— The  same  treatment  as  in  A.,  except  the  bleed- 
ing (1.)  At  first  cold  applications:  then  the  ergot  of  rye,  in  doses  of  12  grains, 
repeated  three  times,  at  intervals  oi  ten  minutes.  And  if  these  means  are  in- 
sufficient to  arrest  the  hfemorrhage,  plug  the  vagina,  or  in  some  especial  cases 
rupture  the  membranes  (2.) 
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Sli(fht  Hamorrha^e, 

Os  uteri  not  dilated,  axid  not  dilatable.    . 

Membranes  entire : — ^The  same  means  as  in  A.,  except  the 
bleeding,  which  is  not  indicated  unless  the  symptoms  of 

Slethora  are  exceedingly  pronomiced. 
ranes  ruptured  :**A8  anovt, 

Os  uteri  dilated. 

Membranes  entire  : — The  same  means  as  in  A. ;   then  wait, 

or  rupture  the  membranes  (3.) 
Membranes  ruptured:— The  same  means  as  in  A.,  and  wait; 

if  the  pains  are  feeble  or  slow,  give  the  ergot  of  rye  (4.) 

Severe  Heemorrhage. 

Os  uteri  not  dilated,  and  not  dilatable. 

Membranes  entire  :— The  same  treatment  as  in  A.,  except  the 
bleeding;  then  the  refrigerants,  as  cold  aoplications.  In 
case  these  fail,  and  if  the  pains  are  feeble,  the  ergot  of  rye ; 
then  rupture  the  membranes.  Lastly,  if  the  state  of  the 
OS  uteri  will  not  allow  of  turning,  plug  the  vagina. 

Membranes  ruptured: — ^The  same  treatment  as  in  A.;  refri- 
gerants ;  ergot  of  rye  if  the  pains  be  slow  or  feeble.  In  case 
these  fail,  compression  of  the  uterus ;  plug  the  vagina ;  in- 
troduce the  hand,  and  deliver  by  turning  (D.) 

Os  uteri  dilated,  or  dilatable. 

Membranes  entire :— Rupture  the  membranes  (6.) ;  and  if  this 
does  not  succeed,  introduce  the  hand  and  turn,  or  apply  the 
forceps. 

Membranes  ruptured :— Turning,  if  the  head  of  the  child  has 
not  descended  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvb  (7.)  AppW  the 
forceps  if  the  head  of  the  child  have  already  descended  into 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  Simple  extraction  if  the  child 
present  by  breech,  xnees,  or  feet. 

(1.)  The  ergot  of  rye  is  employed  may  always  dispense  with  it,  and  rest 

here  as  hcemostatic;   m  the  case  sup-  satisfied  with  waiting  until  the  progress 

posed,  there  is  not,  at  nresent,  uterine  of  the  labour  shall  nave  arrested  die 

pains  ;  it  is  not  probable  that  the  em-,  hiemorrhage :   the  last  method  is  after 

ployment  of  the  ergot  of  rye  should  all  perhaps  the  most  prudent.    A  little 

produce  them,  for  hitherto  this  remedy  more  or  a  little  Ibms  tendency  to  the 

appears  to  possess  the  property  of  in-  increase   of  the    hemorrhage  should 

creasiiiff  the  uterine  contractions  only  determine  the  choice  of  the  one  or  of  the 

when  tney  occur  spontaneously,  and  other  method. 

not  that  of  exciting  them,  when  they  Ist  Woit,  if  the  hemorrhage  do  not 

do  not  already  exist.  increase  in  any  degree,  and  still  more 

<2.)  Tke  plug  will,  in  the  first  place,  so  if  it  diminish, 

arrest  the  hoemorrhaffe ;  then,  by  the  2d.  Rupture  tke  menthranee  if  there 

retention  of  the  blood,  and  by  its  pre-  be  any  tendencv  to  increase   of  the 

sence,  it  will  irritate  the  neck  and  orifice  haemorrhage ;    this    rupture    will   be 

of  the  uterus,  and  it  will  indnoe  the  ex-  profitaably  preceded  or  followed  by  the 

pulsive  contractions.    These  will  dilate  administration  of  some  doses  of  the 

Uie  OS  uteris  and  this  dilatation  will  ergot  of  rye,  if  the  uterine  pains  are 

idlow  either  the  rupture  of  the  mem-  feeble  or  slow. 

bianea,  or  the  termination  of  the  ac-  (4.)  It  may  be  asked,  if  it  would  not 

couehement                                       ^  be  proper  to  terminate  the  accouche- 

(3.)  This  rupture  can  have  no  in-  ment  in  this  case,  since  the  parts  con- 
convenience  ;  it  is  a  means  of  preventing  cemed  seem  disposed  to  this  termination . 
the  increase  of  the  hemorrhage.    We  We  think  that  if  the  foetus  presents  iu 
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the  usual  manner,  it  is  better  not  to  be  the  bead  of  the  child  is  above  the 
officious  with  the  application  of  the  orifice,  and  not  engaged  in  the  cavity  of 
forceps  or  turning^  because  the  employ-  the  pelvis,  frequently  offers  sufficient 
ment  of  these  means  would  be  more  difficulty  to  render  the  delivery  by  turn- 
severe  than  the  $light  hsmorrhage  in^  preferable, 
which  appears  to  denuind  their  use.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  indications 

(5.)  This  case  is  one  of  great  delicacy  f  are  based  on  the  slightness  or  severity 
the  application  of  the  plug  here  re-  of  the  hemorrhage,  and  not  on  the 
quires  ^at  caution ;  for  when  the  circumstance  of  the  insertion  or  non- 
vagina  IS  closed  ui>,  the  blood  may  insertion  of  the  placenta  on  the  neck 
possibly  accumulate  in  the  cavity  of  the  of  the  uterus ;  not  ttiat  this  circumstance 
uterus,  so  that  the  patient  may  be  lost,  is  a  matter  of  indifference,  for  almost 
although  no  blood  make  its  appearance  always  the  heemorrhage  produced  by 
externally ;  and  the  danger  will  be  so  the  detachment  of  the  placenta  inserted 
much  the  greater,  as  the  uterus  shall  over  the  orifice  of  the  uterus,  is  one  of 
have  been  more  developed  before  the  a  severe  and  serious  character,  and 
rapture  of  the  membranes,  and  as  the  demands  immediately  the  employment 
uterine  contractions  shall  be  more  feeble,  of  the  means  indicated  for  severe 
The  application  of  the  plug  should  be  hsBmorrhages.  Sometimes  the  insertion 
preferred,  to  the  termination  of  the  ac*  of  the  placenta  on  the  neck  of  the  uterus 
couchement,  only  when  the  uteoine  con-  occasions  only  a  slight  hsmorrhage : 
tractions  are  sufficiently  strong,  and  the  author  does  not  consider,  then,  as 
when,  at  the  rupture  of  the  membraneS)  do  the  greater  part  of  accoucheurs,  that 
only  a  very  smiul  quantity  of  the  liquor  the  insertion  ofthe  placenta  on  the  neck 
amnii  shall  escape  from  the  uterus,  of  the  uterus  req^uires,  in  every  case,  the 
Again,  the  application  of  the  plug  de-  speedy  termination  of  the  acconche- 
mands  great  care  of  and  attention  to  the  ment,  yet  it  may  modify  the  employ- 
patient,  and  should  be  followed  by  the  ment  of  the  means  above  indicated, 
application  of  a  bandage  round  the  For  instance,  if  in  a  case  of  severe 
abdomen  sufficiently  tight  to  resist  the  hsmorrhage  the  placenta  covers 
enlargement  of  the  uterus.  On  the  entirely  the  os  uteri,  we  cannot  have 
contrary,  when  the  uterine  contractians  recourse  to  the  simple  rupture  of 
are  feeble,  when  a  large  quantity  of  the  the  membranes,  as  we  could  if  such 
liquor  amnii  shall  have  escaped  at  the  were  not  the  case.  If  the  os  uteri  be 
moment  of  the  rupture  of  the  mem-  neither  sufficiently  dihtted,  or  suf- 
branes,  it  will  be  necessary  to  overcome  fieiently  dilatabUf  to  allow  the  introduc- 
the  resistance  offered  by  tne  state  of  the  tion  of  the  hand,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
06  uteri,  and  terminate  the  acoouche-  employ  the  plug ;  if,  on  the  contrarVf 
ment  by  tumimg.  it  oie  sufficiently  dilated^  or  sufficiently 

(6.)  In  this  case  we  may  be  anr-  diUtahUj  it  will  be  necessary  to  detacn 
prised  at  the  advice  to  rnptinrt  the  oneof  the  sides  of  the  placenta,  in  order 
iife0i6rajief,  and  waii^  before  adopting  to  make  a  passaffe  into  the  cavity 
any  other  method,  according  as  the  of  the  uterus,  and  deliver  by  turn- 
retraction  of  the  uterus  may  have,  or  ing ;  but  if  a  portion  only  of  the 
may  nothave, arrested  the  hsmorrhage;  placenta  be  inserted  on  the  os  uteri, 
it  seems  so  important,  both  to  tne  leaving  exposed  a  part  of  the  mem- 
mother  and  to  the  infant,  that  the  branes,  we  may  proceed  as  if  the  pla- 
birth  of  the  latter  should  be  the  result  centa  were  not  inserted  at  the  os 
of  the  uterine  contractians  idone,  rather  uteri.  In  no  case  does  it  seem  ad-^ 
than  oi  manual  interference,  very  often  visable  to  mske  a  passage  through  the 
difficult,  that  it  is  very  desirable  to  take  placenta,  as  some  accoucheurs  have 
the  chance  of  a  spontaneous  acoouch«-  recomnnended.  Lastly,  if  the  placenta, 
ment  at  all  tunes  when  there  is  die  pushed  by  the  head  or  the  breech  ofthe 
probability  of  obtaining  it.  It  is  to  be  fcetus,  be  entirely,  or  almost  entirely, 
understood  thatthis  recommendation  to  detached,  and  has  passed  beyond  tne 
wail,  is  only  admissible  in  oase  the  orifice  of  the  uterus,  we  must  extract 
uterine  contractions  are  neither  feeble  it  before  the  fcstus,  for  this  organ  is 
nor  slow.  useless  in  these  circumstances,  and  its 

(7.)  We  may  certainly  in  this  case  presence  in -the  vasina  is  an  obstacle  to 

have  lecourse  to  the  forceps ;  but  the  the  free  exercise  of  the  hand,  or  of  in- 

employment  of  this  instrument^  when  struments. 
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CASE  OF  POISONING  BY  CORRO-    went  to  bed  well  eight  hours  prerioiuly, 
SIVE  SUBLIMATE,  i'  «ay  be  fairly  presumed  that  he  had 

been  dead  five  or  six  hours ;  font  u 

Bt  Hknat  Stanhopk  Illinoworth,        seldom  found,  even  in  emaciated  sab- 

M.  R.C.  S.  jects  who  have  been  ill  for  some  time^ 

(Far  th$  Landm  Medical  GagHte.)  that  the  cooling  of  the  body  takes  place 

more  expeditiously. 

It  is  evident  that  this  is  the  second 
W.B.,  eetat.,  30,  immensely  fat  and  in  shortest  case  on  record,  and  there  is 
robust  health,  was  found  dead  on  the  much  prolwbility  that  its  duration  was 
4th  of  December,  1842,  at  half-past  even  briefer  than  in  that  of  Dr.  Bigsby. 
seven  a.  m.,  He  was  lying  on  his  nght  The  question  which  naturally  sug- 
side  on  the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  had  gests  itself,  is,  whether  it  was  almost 
vomited  some  nearly  digested  food  mstantaneously  fatal  from  snfibea^ 
streaked  with  blood,  and  mixed  with  tion ;  the  context  will,  I  believe,  ssr- 
frothy  mucus.  On  a  shelf  within  reach  tisfactonly  answer  this : — 
was  a  drinking  horn,  containing  up-  Vomitine  of  nearly  digested  food, 
wards  of  three  drachms  of  corrosive  mixed  with  mucus,  and  streaked  with 
sublimate.*  An  inquest  was  held,  and  blood,  but  apparently  containing  no 
on  examination  of  the  body  it  was  as-  bile,  had  occurred,  as  likewise  purging 
certained  that  he  had  died  from  this  of  a  dark  foetid  fluid  and  blood ;  the 
poison.  features  were  much  swollen ;  the  sto- 

The  interest  in  this  case  arises  from    mach  was  somewhat  contracted ;  the 
the  rapiditv  with  which  death  ensued,      inner  coat  appeared  corrugated,  jmiww. 

Of  all  the  irritant  poisons,  corrosive  easily  broken  down,  and  of  a  grayiui 
sublimate  is  that  which  causes  death  slate  colour,  and  contained  about  half 
most  quickly.  In  the  interesting  ex-  a  pint  of  thick  fluid  of  the  same  ap- 
periments  of  Sir  B.  Brodie,t  rabbits  pearance;  the  muscular  coat  was 
and  cats  were  destroyed  by  it  in  from  wrinkled,  but  on  stretching  the  sto- 
five  to  twenty-five  minutes,  and  the  mach  regained  its  usual  character ; 
inner  coats  of  the  stomach  were  found  there  was  no  inflammation,  or  sign  of 
grav,  brittle,  and  puli>y.  Larger  ani-  attempted  reaction, 
malswere  killed  withm  an  hour4  In  That  death  chd  not  immediately 
Gaspard'sexperiments,§  in  which  corro-  follow,  may  be  inferred:  a.  from  the 
sive  sublimate  was  injected  into  the  vomiting  mixed  with  blood, 
blood,  death  was  sometimes  produced  ^.  From  the  purging  of  blood  and 
in  a  few  seconds.    Christison    states    fcetid  matter. 

the  ordinary  duration  of  fatal  cases  in  e.  From  the  interior  of  the  stomach 
the  human  frame  to  be  from  24  to  36  being  of  a  grayish  coloar;  for  if  the 
hours.l|  The  shortest  case  on  record  is  poison  had  acted  on  it  i^er  death,  the 
related  by  Dr.  Bigsby,^  where  death  compound  formed  by  the  union  of  the 
took  place  in  two  hours  and  a  half;  the  corrosive  sublimate  and  albumen^  te. 
next  most  rapid  instance  was  fatal  in  of  the  mucous  membrane  would  have 
eleven  hours.**  been  white.* 

The  deceased  was  last  seen  alive  at  d.  From  the  swelling  of  the  features. 
Hi  P.M.,  and  was  discovered  at  7i  a.m.  «.  From  the  horn  which  contained 
on  the  following  morning.  Eight  the  poison  having  been  replaced  on  the 
hours  had  therefore  intervened.  The  shelf:  from  the  basin  being  at  the  side 
facea$  welt  as  the  extremities  were  cold,  of  the  bed,  which  must  have  been 
When  it  is  remembered  that  this  man,  fetched  fVom  the  adjoining  room  after 
who  was  exceedingly  fat  and  in  vigorous  vomiting  had  commenced,  as  he  could 
health,  and  whose  animal  heat  was  not  have  been  previously  acquainted 
therefore  at  the  ordinary  standard,  ^th  the  symptoms  produced  byit;t 
""m  n     ir~Z      r^        ir~IZ~I    *Dd  from  nls  afterwards  getting  into 

•  It  appean  flrom  the  horn  betnir  wet,  that  •  ^j    «ii  «.ui-i.  «^««     *u^         ^     -j 

w«ter  ha^been  pound  in,  and  part  of  the  con-  ^^f  **1  ^^^^  acts  must  have  occupied 

teato  drunk  dnrinf  their  napeuaion  in  the  Uqnid,  an  appreciable  time,  and  could  not  have 

by  agitation.  _ 

iPhiloMphical  Trannctioni,  181S.  «  Pereira,  Med.  Gas.  vol.  IS,  p.  470 :  and  Ourto- 

Ibid.  tiaon.p.407. 
I  JoornaldePbyiiolQcic^TdLl.  f  He  wa«  of  weak  inteUect,  and  from  bia  ntun- 

L  ^  JoiMUB,  p.  874.  tion  aa  a  Mrvant.  it  is  not  to  be  pnaoned  tbat 

I  lUd.  be  knew  more  aboat  the  labstaace  than  tbst  ft 

*bid.  was  a  violent  poison. 
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been  accomplished  daring  the  process  ferring^  to  lunatics,  or  in  trials  in  which 
of  suffi>cation.  there  is  question  of  the  sanity  or  in- 

That  death  was  not  very  remote  from  sanity  of  individuals,  such  information 
the  suicidal  act  may  be  premised :  respecting  the  different  kinds  and  mo- 

a.  From  the  stomach  having  but  par-  difications  of  mental  unsoundness  as  it 
tially  emptied  itself,  which  would  not  may  be  required  by  them  to  possess,  in 
have  been  the  fiict  had  vomiting  been  order  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  de- 
prolonged,  termineon  verdicts,  or  to  direct  and 

h.  Andif  prolonged  in  all  probability  instruct  juries  to  that  effect."  We  can- 
bile  would  have  been  detected  in  the  not  pass  a  more  favourable  judgment 
atomaih.  on  tne  work  than  by  saying,  that  the 

e.  From  the  cold  state  of  the  body.      design  which  the  author  proposed  to 

d.  From  no  red  lines  or  patches  ex-  himself  he  has  admirably  accomplished, 
iatinff  in  the  m/ci  between  the  corru-    We  must  not,  however,  offer  a  more 

fated  fragments  of  the  mucous  mem-    ffeneral  eulogy ;  we  must  satisfy  the 
rane,  time  only  having  been  given  for    aemands  of  our  readers,  by  giving  them 
the  destruction  of  parts,  not  for  the    a  briefanaljrsisof  the  work,  and  point- 
commencement  of  their  reparation.*        ing  some  of  its  parts,  which  are  of  more 
The  quantity  of  poison  swallowed    prominent  interest  or  of  superior  ex- 
must  have  bf«n  very  fiTeat,t  for  after    cellence. 

having  destroyed  the  wnole  of  the  inner  The  work  is  divided  into  twentj  sec- 
membrane  of  the  throat,  oesophagus,  tions.  The  two  first  may  be  considered 
stomach,  and  duodenum,  and  having  as  introductorv,  giving  an  account  of 
combined  with  the  contents  of  the  sto-  the  "  different  kinds  of  mental  unsound- 
maoh,  which  were  considerable  (for  he  ness,  as  hitherto  understood  by  English 
had  latelv  eaten  a  supper  of  roast  mut-  jurists,"  and  on  "  the  nature  of  msa- 
ton),  sufficient  was  left  in  its  undecom-  nity,  according  to  the  prevailing  opi- 
posed  state  to  be  readily  detected  as  nion  of  Englisn  lawyers."  The  author 
the  6t-chloride  of  mercury.  (  gives  a  learned  historical  detail  of  the 

How  soon  was  death  produced?        various  opinions  that  have  been  enter- 
1  Ariinrton  Street  tained  on  these  subiects,  and  traces  the 

'  JaD.I,iS43.     '  modifications  which  they  have  expe- 

____________^___________________    rienced  at  different  periods  and  in  dif- 
ferent countries.    It  is  a  circumstance 
ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  op  BOOKS     worthy  of  notice,  that  while  the  English 

law  recognises  only  two  clashes  of  in- 

"L'Aotearie  tuehftlkmcerceqaelelectcarM    sane  persons,  idiots  and  lunatics,  the 

tue  k  •bri«^r."-I>'ALBMB»»T.  French  admit  of  three  species  of  mental 

-—  disease— macfneff,  faiuitjjf,  and  imb$ci- 

On  the  Different  Forme  of  Ineaniiw  in    H^y*    In  the  second  secUon,on  the  na- 

reimtion  to  JurispruHenee,    By  J .  L.    ture  of  insanity,  the  (Question  is  dis- 

Pbichard,  M.D.  F.R.S.  &e,  cussed,  how  far  the  opinion  which  has 

Thb  object  of  this  work  is  so  correctly    ^^  generally  assumedby  the  English 

and  fully  stated  in  the  advertisement    lawyers  is  correct,  that  the  behef  of 

prefixed  to  the  volume,  that  we  shall    ???«  ^^J^  ^^}j  ,^f  80«^«  ^pd  of  de- 

present  it  to  our  readers  in  the  words    !»"°™»  "  ®SfP^^  ^?/^®  existence  of 

bf  the  author :-"  Its  design  is  to  con-    "!T^^^'  ,.Thw  doctaine  received  the 

vey  to  persons  who  either  regularly  or    *"«**  sanction  of  Locke,  and  has  been 

accidenwUy  are  engaged  in  affairi  re-    pnerally  adopted  by  the  most  eminent 

1 zlz legal  authonties,  as  that  of  Erskine  and 

•Brpdie^^Chnstiion,i>.409.inUMi]istuice    Nicholl.     As   Dr.  Prichard  remarks. 

related  by  Dr.  Biffib7,wbich  terminated  ai  before     |.U2-    n«inmn    taaMvaq   I'fcoir  ;«#«    *\^L 
■tated  In  two  boura  ud  a  balf,  tbe  atomacb  waa     ^^    op^DjOn   resolves   Itself  into    the 

ftmnd  ecarlet  red  or  deep  roae-red  j  abowinf  tbat    doctnne  of  what  has  been  termed  part  tcl 

toflaginaiion  bad  let  m.»--/AW.  iiMimily,  where  a  man  is  supposed  to  be 

t  Habnemannatatea  tbat  four  rraina  of  corro-     «^^jf*  «  •   *.    "  °^r»r^^^  *^  *^ 

Blve  anUimate  will  kiu  an  adult  witbin  twenty.       jaad  upon  one  point,  and  sane  in  eveiy 

Ibur  boura  t  bat  tbere  la  reason  to  tblnk  tbat  a     other  particular ;"  as  OUT  author  iudl- 

mucb  nnalier  doae  would,  nnder  certain  circam-     cionalv  ri>inArk«   **  tt  «fntA  m  ifAPlf  m/^f 

•  atancea,  prove  IkUiL'^-Afffokm,  Cyclop.  Praet,     ClOUSiy  remarits,     a  State  in  Itsell  mOSt 

JfaAToi.  tT.,ik.t07.  incredible,"     A  main  object   of  the 

-«i»^*^iJ!S?i"P'"w®LS!*'*H*^  "!?•**  work,  and  one  which,  we  conceive,  is 

contcnta  of  tbe  itoiDacb  with  anlphurlc  ctber,  „^__    .«*;.fc-»«-:i«.   J.4-ui;-i.«Ji     il  1 

ttiOTlnr,  arqiontanr,  and  wp^ji^the  appit)!  ^^7   satiafiictonly  estabhshed,    is  to 

l»rtaia  teats.  prove  '*  that  mental  derangement,  in 
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almost  every  oase,  not  only  involves  a  acts  of  the  most  revolting  kind,  to  the 
disordered  exercise  of  the  intellectual  commission  of  which  he  has  no  mo- 
faculties,  but  extends  even  farther  than  tive/'  Dr.  Prichard  says  we  are  in- 
the  understanding,  and  imptieates  more  debted  to  Pinel  for  the  recognition  of 
remarkably  the  moral  anections,  the  this  form  of  insanity ;  and  he  takes  the 
temper,  the  feelings,  and  propensities  i  opportunity  of  paying  a  high  but  justly 
that  it  affects,  in  reality ,  the  moral  cha-  merited  encomium  on  the  praetiee  oif 
racter  even  more  decidedly  than  the  this  talented  physician,  which  is  no  leas 
understanding.*'  conducive  to  tHe  present  comfort  than 
The  author,  in  the  five  next  sections,  to  the  ultimate  vecoverjr  of  the  patient, 
enters  more  particularly  into  the  de*  The  three  following  sections  are  devoted 
scription  of  tnose  forms  of  the  disease  to  an  account  of  three  forms  or  species 
which  he  considers  as  sufficiently  cha«  of  instinctive  madness,  propensity  to 
racterised  to  admit  of  specific  denomi-  suicide,  pyromatiia,  or  an  insane  im- 
nations ;  these  are  mania,  or  raving  pulse  to  love,  and  deptomania,  or  ui 
madness,  moral  insanity, monomania,  insane  impulse  to  theft;  and  in  the 
melancholia,  and  instinctive  madness,  fifteenth  section  we  have  some  impor- 
For  the  distinct  conception  and  desig-  taut  results,  or  some  of  those  peculiar 
nation  of  the  second  and  fifth  of  these  rities  of  conduct  which  are  generally 
forms  of  the  disease,  we  are  mainly  in-  regarded  as  criminal,  but  which  the 
debted  to  the  sagacity  of  l)r.  Prichard.  author  conceives  are  more  correctly  to 
The  sixth  section  is  particularly  in*  be  re^rded  as  the  result  or  effect  of 
teresting ;  it  is  on  **  the  consequences  insanity. 

which  result  from  admitting  tne  ex-  The  sixteenth  section  is  peculiarly 
istence  of  moral  insanity  as  a  form  of  interesting,  and  may,  indeed,  be  re- 
mental  unsoundness,— of  eccentricity, —  garded  as  a  general  summary  of  the 
of  the  question  which  gives  law  to  de-  doctrines  and  conclusions  deduced  from 
termine  in  these  cases."  On  the  last  of  all  the  previous  facts  and  observationa. 
these  points  we  have  the  very  important  It  is  entitled, '' How  far,  and  in  what 
remark,  that  '* persons  may  fall  into  a  sense,  insane  persons  are  irre^^nsiblc 
state  that  deprives  them  of  the  power  for  crimes,  and  incapable  of  civil  acts.** 
and  inclination  to  govern  their  own  Both  the  English  and  the  French  lair, 
conduct  with  propriety,  and  in  consis-  and,  we  may  add,  the  law  of  common 
tency  with  their  own  habitual  princi-  sense  and  of  justice,  coincide  in  the 
pies  of  action,  and  that,  though  the  principle  that  *'  madness,  properly  so 
effect  of  disease,  without  displajdng  termed,  obviously  absolves  from  all 
thai  phenomenon  which  was  heretofore  ^ilt  in  criminal  cases.**  The  diffieultjr 
considered  as  essential  to  madness,  and  is  to  draw  the  line  of  distinction  between 
the  sole  criterion  of  its  existence."  Our  this  unequivocal  state  of  insanity,  and 
readers  will  be  aware,  that  the  pheno-  those  degrees  or  shades  of  disease  which 
menon  here  referred  to  is  the  belief  of  are  less  decided  and  less  general,  but 
some  unreal  feet,  or  the  existence  of  still  where  the  patient  cannot  be  con- 
some  delusive  idea.  The  sections  on  sidered  as  a  moral  agent.  This  difii- 
monomania  and  melancholy  are  highly  culty  has  long  been  felt  and  expressed, 
interesting  and  instructive  ,*  but  l^ng  more  especially  as  applicable  to  the 
less  novel,  we  must  pass  on  to  the  case  of  monomania  j  and  there  has  been 
seventh  section,  which  treats  of  in-  considerable  fluctuation  of  opinion  and 
B^ctive  n^ness.  The  author  can-  indecision  even  in  the  higiiest  <}uar- 
didly  admits  that  his  opinion  on  this  ters.  Some  of  these  opinions  our  au- 
point  **  is  in  opposition  not  only  to  thor  refers  to  and  comments  upon,  and 
common  prejudice,  but  to  all  opinions  he  particnlnrly  notices  those  of  Roff- 
«  priori  that  anv  person  would  be  bauer  and  of  Georfi^t,  writers  who  have 
likelv  to  deduce  from  the  philosophy  devoted  much  of  their  attention  to  the 
of  the  human  mind.  We  conceive,  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  who 
however,  that  he  clearlj^  establishes  his  are  deservedly  regarded  as  of  high  au- 
peculiar  views  respecting  it,  and  de-  thority.  The  great  difficulty  m  all 
ddedly  proves  the  correctness  of  his  these  cases  is,  to  decide  upon  the  de-* 
position,  that "  in  this  disorder  the  will  gree  of  eccentricity  orpervcrsion,  which, 
is  occasionally  under  the  influence  of  it  may  be  fairly  concluded,  will  lead  tbe 
an  impulse,  which  suddenly  drives  the  patient  to  commit  actions  which  may 
penon  affected  to  the  perpetration  of  be  injurious  to   himself  or  to   those 
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about  him;  and  after  all  that  can  be  Mhnoire     sur    le    OUueame.       Par 

done  in  the  establishment  of  general  le  Dr.  Jules  Sichel.    8vo.  pp.  260. 

principles  and  rules,  much  must  be  left  Bruxelles,  18^. 

to  the  ffood  sense  and  good  feeling  of  This  monograph  on  Glaucoma,  by  Dr. 

those  Who  are  to  decide  m  each  par-  gichel,  appeared  in  the  5th,  6th,  and 

ticular  case.    But  m  making  this  re-  j^^  ^^^^^  ^f  the  "  Annales  d»Ocu- 

mark,  we  must  not  be  considered  as  ip  listique,"  and  is  now  presented  to  us  as 

any  respect  undervaluing  the  reasoning  a  separate  work.    It  contains  an  elabo- 

and  the  conclusions  of  our  author ;  anS  rateliistory  of  the  opinions  entertained 

*^  Sf^'j'^  ^^?'  ""*  -fK^^l^rit  ^"^^  on  glaucoma,  from  tlie  time  of  Hippo- 

of  the  observations  with  which  the  sec-  urates  down  to  the  present  day,  anS  a 

tion    terminates  :-"  Moral    insanity,  detailed  account  of  ^r.  Sichel's  own 

meaning  a  perversion  of  the  character  ^j^^g  ^f  j^e  subject.    In  thirty  pro- 

and  disposition,  resulting  from  disease,  positions  at  the  end  of  the  work,  the 

is  a  full  and  sufficient  ground  for  sua-  ^hole  of  his  conclusions  are  summed 

pending  the  exercise  of  civil  nghtsi  ^p 

and  this,  whether  it  is  accompanied  ^p^m  the  first  of  these  propositions, 

by  monomaniacal  illusion,  or  exisUng  ^e  learn  that  Dr.  Sichel  is  of  opinion 

before,  and  without  any  discoverable  that  "  Glaucoma  is  a  disorganiWon 

lesion  of  the  understanding."   We  have  ^f  the  choroid  consequent  to  inflam- 

noticed  m  various  parts  of  this  work,  nation  j"  a  dogma  which  Dr.  Sichel 

that  the  humanity  and benevolentspint  has  not  proven  to  our  satisfaction,  and 

ofthewnterisnoleMconspicuoustlian  ^hich  we  believe   to  be  unfounded, 

his  strong  sense  and  extensive  infor-  That  glaucoma  often  becomes  compli- 

mation  j  in  illustration  of  which  sen-  j^ted  with  inflammation,  acute  or  chro^ 

timent,  we  shall  transcnbe  the  con-  ^ic,  and  that  vision  is  rarely,  if  ever, 

cluding^sentence  of  this  section.  Sneak-  totally  destroyed  by  it.  without  inflam- 

mp  of  the  subjects  of  what  he  has  deno-  ^lation  participating  in  the  production 

minated  instmctive  insanity,  he  says,  "so  of  this  effect,  we  do  not  mean  to  deny  ; 

soon  asit  "proved  to exi8t,there can  be  hut  that  the  greenish  appearance  of 

no  doubt  that  the  person  who  is  visited  the  humours,  and  the  iminution  of 

by  this  dep  orable  misfortune  ought  to  ^i^^  ^hich,  in  many  cases,  from  the 

be  effectually  senarated  from  society,  to  ^hole  symptoms,  objective  and  subjec- 

prcvent  mischie?  to  himself  and  others,  tive,  of  the  disease,  are  dependent  on 

Whether  he  ou^ht  in  any  case  to  un-  choroiditis,  we  believe  to  be  an  error, 

dergo  other  punishment  than  this,  is  a  The  following  statement  in  the  26th 

question  which  I  do  not  feel  disposed  proposition    stwtles  us  not  a    little, 

to  discuss.    The  calamity  with  which  S  it^'^^s  only  in  1831,  that  M.  Constatt 

we  know  them  to  be  afflicted  is  so  ^nd  I  made  an  important  step  towards 

pat,  that  humanity  forbids  our  en-  the  knowledge  of  the  natur^  of  glau- 

tertaining  the  thought  of  adding  to  it  ^oma,  by  proving  that  the  loss  of  colour 

Perhaps  all  that  we  ought  to  aim  at  m  of  the  choroid,  and  the  yellow  tinge  of 

such  a  case  is.  to  secure  the  community  the  vitreous  body,  and  not  a  green  opa- 

against  the  evils  to  which  it  may  be  city  of  the  latter,  are  the  true  causes  of 

^^S?*^  .  i.^      *v       .•      *     X      r  ^u  the  apparent  greenish  opacity  of  the 

The  eighteenth  section  treats  o^  bottom  of  the  eye  in  this^isease.    In 

important  topics  of  "insamty  with  lucid  1337  i  demonstrated  that  the  crystal- 

intervals-ecstaUc  madness-legal  rela-  ijne,  become  yellow,  had  more  influence 

tions  of  their  condition.'     It  is  no  less  i^  the  production  of  this  greenish  tint 

valuablethan  many  ofthose  which  have  than  the  vitreous  body."     From  the 

preceded  It ;  but  we  feel  that  we  must  frequent    references    throughout    Dr. 

bnngourremarks  to  a  conclusion.  We  sichel's  volume  to    the   opinions  of 

have  said  enough,  we  trust,  to  prove  our  d,.  Mackenzie  on  glaucoma,  we  fear  it 

opinion  of  the  value  of  the  work  of  is  impossible  to  absolve  Dr.  Sichel  from 

Dr.  Pnchard,  and  shall  only  add,  that  the  accusation  of  endeavouring  here  to 

we  have  very  seldom,  if  ever,  perused  a  ^eck  himself  in  plumes  borrowed  from 

volume  which,  in  the  same  coropan,  another.    Dr.  Mackenzie's  first  paper 

contains   so   much   important    infor-  on  glaucoma,  in  the  Glasgow  Medical 

™*"^^-                Journal  for  August  1830,  an  abstract 

of  which  we  published  at  the  time, 
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contains  the  whole  of  the  fine  disco-  Mackenzie,  when  expressly  referred  tor, 

yeries,  claimed  in  the  26th  proposition,  and  on  other  occasions  to  appropriate 

by  Dr.  Sichel,  for  himself    and  M.  his  observations  without  ackno¥nedg* 

Constatt.      The   following  quotations  ment. 

from  Dr.  Mackenzie's  Practical  Trea-  As  t»  the  treatment  of  glaucoma,  Dr. 
tise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  first  Sichel  leaves  it  as  he  found  it,  and  con- 
edition,  also  published  in  1830,  con-  fesses  it  to  be  intractable, 
tain  the  results  of  his  dissections  of  — 
glaucomatous  eyes,  and  sufficiently  Thi  Life  of  Sir  AstUy  Cooper^  Bari,^ 
shew  the  injustice  of  Dr.  Sichel's  claim  interspersed  with  Skeiehes,  ftom  hie 
to  originality,  in  his  26th  proposition.  Note-book^  of  Distinguished  Cotempo' 
above  referred  to.  rary  Characters.  ByBaANSBTBLAKB 

"  I  had  long  felt  anxious,"  says  Dr.  Coopeb,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

Mackenzie,  "  to  ascertain,  by  dissec-  Xhis  work  appears  to  have  been  im- 

tion,  the  changes  which  the  eye  under-  dertaken  by  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  at 

goes  m  glaucoma ;  and  being  favoured,  the  wish  of  his  distinguished  relative, 

some  time  ago,  with  several  eyes  in  this  j^  contains  a  great  number  of  very 

J}^t'    I^,f"e^^lly    dissected    them."  interesting  anecdotes,  and  a  very  large 

"The  following  are   the   particulars  portion  of  the  narrative  is  deriv<i  fh^ 

.].  \j?C^^^r^'7I        .        ^  notes  left  by  Sir  Astley  for  the  pur- 

"  I-  T*^e  choroid    coat,  and  espe-  p^gg.    To  give  any  connected  analysis 

cially  the  porUon  of  it  in  contact  with  *f  g^ch  a  work  is  quite  out  of  our 

the  retina,  of  a  light   brown   colour,  power;  but  we  shall  extract  occasionally 

without  any  appearance  of  pigmentum  gu^^  anecdotes  as  are  most  likely  to  in- 

nigrum.                      ,  terest  our  readers,  one  of  which  will  be 

«  2.  The  vitreous  humour  m  a  flmd  fo^^d  at  page  571  of  our  present  num- 

state  J    perfectly  pellucid  j    colourless,  y^^^     y^riolis   circumstahces  connect 

or  slightly  yellow.  No  trace  of  hyaloid  the    work  very  intimately  with    the 

™^.?o  ^l'  1*11                 V  progress  of  surgery,  both  in  this  coon- 

«  3.  The  lens  of  a  yellow  or  amber  ^\^^  i„  EurSpeVduring  a  period  of 

colour,  especially  towards  its  centre;  nearly  half  a  ceiturv,  and  mist  add  to 

Its  consistence  firm,  and  ito  tran^pa-  5^  general  interest  ind  intrinsic  value, 

rency  perfect,  or  nearly  so.  ° 

"  4.  In  the  retina,  no  trace  of  lim-  —           -               

bus  luteus,  or  foramen  centrale."  nj^Tr^Trt  at     r^  a  'ztt^pip 

•*  It  is  not  probable  that  the  light,  MJi.UlCAlj  trAZ-Jlil  lJ!i. 

reflected  merefy  from    a  choroid  de-  p^j      January  13, 1843. 

pnved  of  its  pigmentum  nigrum,  and,  ^'             jr      » 

m  its  reflection,  passing  through  media  — 

perfectly  colourless  and   transparent,  "  Llc«t  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihl,  dif^tmtom 

would  produce  the  greenish  appearance  -^'Sf  ^**ff  j"**^  i.P°*?*Y  ^^^  venieiidi  in 

which  18  so  characteristic  of  glaucoma.  ^^^"^  "*•  ^"^^  periculum  non  t^^^ 

The  media,  however,  through  which  

the  reflected  light  passes,  before    it  ¥'M'Pi?T>Mi!»Te»ii  t-m  in/wkro 

makes  its  exit  from  the  eye,  are  not  inierment  in  towns. 

colourless.    The  dissolved  vitreous  hu-  Qua  readers  will  recollect  that  about 

mour  IS  gecerally  somewhat  yellowish,  *t„^^  „«„•„  «««  «,^  ^^          *  j        •*# 

while  the  kns.'from  old  age,  is  dis!  three  years  ago  we  commented  on  Mr. 

tinctly  yellow,  or  even  amber  coloured."  Walker's  laudable  elForte  for  the  abo- 

*'  If  the  lens  is  removed  in  this  dis-  lition  of  burial  in  towns*.    We  recom- 

case,  or  sinks  to  the  bottom  of  the  dis-  mended  him  to  come  out  before  the 

'l^itniTnU^lyL^.™  ''^'  P"blieina,U.d«.r.hapetha„theoc- 

On  the  whole,  though  pleased  with  ^^^  1°  which  his  opinions  were  thenpn- 

the  extreme  pains  shewn  by  Dr.  Sichel  tombed;  and  he  has  followed  our  advice, 

in  consulting  every  author,  ancient  and  Nay,  more,  he  has  been  so  fortunate  or 

modem,  who  has  treated  of  gJa^icomH,  g^  ^^^g  ^  ^  procure  a  select  com- 

we    feel  sorry   that,    throughout    the  .^^       u^l    tt          ^^ 

whole  of  his  memoir,  there  appears  a  nuttee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  whose 

desire  to  depreciate  the  labours  of  Dr.  «  Mbdical  Gaskttb,  Dec.  lath  and  17th,  isav. 
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report  on  his  favourite  topic  is  now  towns  with    a  population   exceeding 

before  us*.    But  as  no  improvement  50,000.    They  would  except,  however, 

takes  place,  or  ought  to  ta]^e  place,  the  burial  of  eminent  public  men  in 

without  opposition,  the  merits  of  the  Westminster    Abbey  and    St.  Paul's, 

committee  and  its  report  were  canvassed  as  well  as  biu'ial  in  family  vaults  al- 

in  no  friendly  tone  in  a  series  of  letters  ready  existing,  and  in  some  cemeteries 

in  a  dissenting ncMspaper  (the  Patriot),  of  recent  construction. 

These  have  been  afterwards  republished  They  voted  also  that  the  duty  of 

in  the  form  of  a  pamphletf  **  by  the  bringing  in  a  bill  founded  on  their  reso- 

i  ommittee  for  opposing  the  bill  for  the  lutions  would  be  best  discharged  by  Her 

improvement  of  health  in  towns."  Majesty's  Government. 

The  select  committee  observe  in  their  The  bill,  however,  was  brought  in 

report,  that  they  have  considered  the  by  Mr.  Mackinnon,  in  the  beginning 

subject  referred  to  them  under  three  of  August,  and  soon  afterwards  Par lia* 

heads.  ment  was  prorogued.    It  does  not  ap- 

In  the  first  place,  whether  burial  in  pear  likely  that  this  bill  will  be  revived, 

large  towns  is  unwholesome.  but  it  is  probable  that  another  one  on 

Secondly,  if  it  is,  what  is  the  remedy  ?  the  same  subject  will  be  brought  in  by 

Thirdly,  how  can  the  remedy  be  ap-  ministers, 

plied  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  vested  The  patriotic  pamphleteer  gives  the 

rights  ?  substance  of  Mr.  Mackinnon's  bill,  and 

To  clear  np  the  first  topic  of  inquiry,  grows  very  wrathful  thereupon,  affirm- 

the  committee  examined  sextons  and  ing  that  though  **  loose  and  flimsy,  it  is 

grave-diggers,  and  obtained  the  evi-  most  craftily  drawn." 

dence  of  eminent  physicians  and  sur-  One  of  the  principal  clauses  of  the 

geons,  clergymen  and  high  dignitaries  bill  is  that  which  provides  for    the 

of  the  church ;  and  they  came  to  the  formation  of  a  parochial  committee  of 

conclusion  that  the  nuisance  was  fully  health,  to  consist  of  the  clergymen  and 

proved.  churchwardens  of  every  parish,  with 

The  remedy  consists  in  prohibiting  the  power  of  levying  a  rate  in  order  to 

burial  witliin  towns.  purchase  land  for  a  cemetery ;    and, 

The  chief  difficulties,  indeed  almost  also,  if  thought  expedient,  to  defray 

the  only  ones  contemplated  by  the  com-  the  burial-charges  of  the  poor, 

mittee,  are  pecuniary ;  the   difficulty  Another  clause  allows  the  old  pa- 

of  buying  land  to  form  cemeteries  of  lochial  burial  grounds  to  be  planted 

sufficient  size  in  the  neighbourhood  of  with  trees  or  shrubs,  after  having  been 

every  great  town  ;  and  the  difficulty  of  closed  five  years ;  no  excavation  or  dis- 

compensating  the  persons  whose  inte-  turbance  of  the  soil,  however,  is  to  be 

rests  will  suffer  by  these  changes.  allowed  till  twenty  years  after  the  last 

The  committee  conclude  their  report  interment  in  it. 

with  sixteen  resolutions,  in  which  they  This  clause  would  add,  in  fact,  to 

recommend   the  prohibition  of  inter-  our  London  squares  and  plantations ; 

ments  within  the  metropolis  and  other  and    would    thus    convert     noisome 

~ ' caves   of  Stygian    vapour    into   little 

*  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Im-  ,         ,     ,        .l-    ^  u««ii.u  ^„a 

ptwrment  of  Health  in  Towns,  together  with  the  groves  and  parks  breathing  healtn  and 

minutes  ofcvidencc,  appendix,  and  index.    Effect  «hf»i>rfiiln*»Ba      "Rnf  if  wnnld  he  a  need- 

of  interment  of  boiii  in  townt,  ordered  by  the  cncertuiness.     Jiut  it  woum  oe  a  neea- 

HoujwofCommonstobeprinted,  June  14, 1843.  j^gg  ghock  to  the  fuelings  of  survivors 

t  Health  of  Towns:  an  examination  of  there-  °      .       , 

K>rt  and  evidence  of  the  telect  committee,  of  Mr.  to  remov e  the  remains  Of  thei r  relations, 

ackinnon's  bill,  and  of  the  acta  for  ertabliah-  -        ,      ^^^i^a^n  of  ao  ahnrt  a  normal 

in;  cemeteries  around  the  MetropoUs.    18*3.  after  the  expiraUon  ot  80  snort  a  perioa 

779.— XXXI.  2  O 
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as  twentj  yean  ;    these    consecrated  out  in  such  a  manner  as  Frankfort  and 
ihrubberies  should  not  be  disturbed  till  other  places,  so  as  to  make  it  a  cheerful 
an  epoch  so  distant  that  all  recollection  promeni^.    By  cheerful,  I  mean  an 
of  the  dead  should  have  been  effaced  j  agreeable  place*/'     (Report,  p.  189.) 
till  then  they  should  remain,  a  grateful  To  show  the  evils  of  the  present  prac- 
gift  from  the  dead  to  the  living, — an  tice,  the  committee  in  their  report  quote 
example  of  a  poison  transformed  into  a  several  opinions  from  the  evidence,  the 
medicine  by  the  magic  wand  of  civili-  first  being  that  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  RusselL 
zation  !  *'  It  is  sickening,  it  is  horrible."    But, 
The  objections  made  to  the  scheme,  on  looking  at  the  evidence  itself,  we 
besides  the  pecuniary  difficulties  started  find  that  the    angry  pamphleteer  is 
by  the  select  committee,  are,  the  dis-  right  in  his  objection  to  the  quotation, 
appointment  of  those  who  have  deter-  for  the  words  refer  not  to  the  system 
mined  to  share  the  graves  of  their  re-  in  general,  but  to  quarrels  about  foor- 
lations  already  buried  in  London ;  and  pences  among  grave-diggers, 
the  loss  of  the  salutary  lesson  derived  The  next  sentence,  which  they  quote 
by  the  living  as  they  pass  through  the  from  theevidence  of  Sir  James  Fellowes, 
resting-places  of  the  dead.    To  this  it  is  not  very  clear.  '*  It  becomes  a  serious 
may  be  answered  that  all  improvement  question,  with  an  increased  and   in- 
must  be  bought    by  some  sacrifice;  creasing  population,  upon  what  rational 
''the  conflict  of  interfering  duties,"  says  grounds  such  an  objectionable  feature 
Sir  William  Jones,  "constitutes  the  can  be  longer  continued  without  danger 
nicest   part    of  morality  ;"    and  the  to  the  public  health." 
struggle  between  imagination  and  reali-  The  first  witness  called  before  the 
ties  is  often  a  strong  one.    Here,  how-  committee  was  a  Mr.  Henry  Helsdon, 
ever,  the  contest  can  scarcely  be  a  a  sort  of  dissenting  minister,  and  per- 
doubtful  one ;   the  whole  community  former  of  funeral  services  on  the  largest 
must  not  be  poisoned,  to  gratify  the  scale.    He  has  given  up  this  occupation 
refined  sentiments  of  a  few ;  and  even  for  some  years,  and  is  now  clerk  to  an 
if  the  whole  affair  is  regarded  as  one  of  iron  founder  in  Drury  Lane.    During 
feeling,  the  daily  profanation  of  our  the  influenza  in  1837>  when  he  still 
London  graves  by  the  pick-axe  of  the  drove  the  burial  trade,  he  buried  21 
eager  sexton  must  wound  more  than  the  persons  himself  one  Sunday  aflemoon. 
utter  prohibition  of  interment  within  This  was  in  Holywell  Mount  Ground ; 
the  limits  of  the  me  tropolis.    Moreover,  but  he  chiefly  officiated  at  a  new  ground 
if  cemeteries  are  easily  accessible,  they  which  was  opened  on  speculation  in 
may  be  made  sufficiently  attractive  not  Golden  Lane,  Barbicati. 
only  to  the  relatives  of  those  buried  in  "  How  were   the.  graves  generally 
them,  but  to  othere.     The  Bishop  of    madeP"    asks    Mr.    Mackinnon,    the 
London,  in  speaking  of  Victoria  Park  chairman.     The    witnesses  answer  is 
(to  the  north-east  of  Bethnal  Green),  instructive. 

observes  that  it  would  make  a  cemetery  ««  The  plan  on  which  the  grave  was 

large  enough  forlhe  whole  of  London  opened  was  quite  in  accordance  with 

for  the  next  century ;  and  adds,  "  but  1  ^^^^    gener^ly  observed    or   adopted 
am  glad  to  see  it  devoted  to  the  benefit    througliout  London  ;  that  is,  the  open- 

of  the  living,  rather  than  to  the  recei>        ♦  We  can  bear  witnen  to  the  cbeerfW  aspect  of 

tion  of  the  dead.    I  do  not.  however,    i^c^^iiynnkfon^vthif^mtwrinmu 
«*-!»«.  y*         I  f     i^g  Q„g  which  we  vtnted  i«  acroat  the  Maine,  in 

think  the  two  incompatible:  I   think     the sabarb of  Sachaenhauaen.    Itis  ajudkaooa 
.  ,  ^  ^  ^  ^  1       •x     mMo  between  the  irloom  of  a  common  churcb- 

yon  might  form  a  cemetery,  and  lay  it     yard  and  the  g\winz  xaiety  of  P^-la-Chaiae. 
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kig,  what  18  called  a  public  grave,  30  especially  in  London,  where  his  duty 

feet  deep,  perhaps;  the  first  corpse  in-  is  often  to  cut  through  the  festering  re- 

torred  was  succeeded  uy  another,  and  _.        r*ujji-.          ^ 

wp  to  16  or  18;  and  ail  the  openings  ""^'."^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^"^  ^''^"^^^  '^^^o'"- 

between  the  coffin  boards  were  filled  position  m  lU  most  disgusting  forms. 

up  with   smaller  coffins  of  children,  ***  Are  these  men'*  (grave-diggers). 

When  this  grave  was  crammed  as  full  asks  Mr.  Ainsworth,  **  fond  of  alittle 

as  it  could  be,  so  that  the  topmost  cof-  drop  now  and  then  ?" 

fin  was  within  two  feet  of  the  surface,  John  fiyles,  formerly  a  grave-digger, 

that  was  banked  up,  and  that  piece  of  replies^  *'you  can.  hardly  find  a  man 

ground  was  considered  as  occupied.*'  of  that  «ort  who  is  not  fond  of  it.'' 

This  burying-iOace  was  cheap,  and  .Report,  p.  la 

MV.  Heltton's  office  most  comprehen-  This  propensity  of  grave-diggers  did 

«ive.    Mr.  Kemble  asks —  not  escape  Shakespeare  (in  truth,  what 

'*  In  officiating  on  those  funerals,  do  f^idP),  who  makes  the  clown,  in  Hamlet, 

you  officiate  lor  any  particular  deno-  say  to  his  mate,  **  Go,    get  thee  to 

mination?-No;afi  a  public  character.  Yaughan,  and  fetch  me   a  stoup  of 

"  Do  you  use  the  funeral  service  of  ,.         ,, 

theChurch  of  England?— That  is  mat-  ^*^"^-   ^    , 

ter  of  choice;  sometimes  a  abort  a4-  Indeed,  the  evidence  of  several  of  the 

dress,  with  extemporary  prayer,  has  witnesses  might  serve  as  a  commentary 

been  preferred  by  some  parties."  on  this  celebrated  scene. 

In  a  hot  summer's  day,  when  the  ex-  Every  one  will  recollect  the  throwing 

burier  was  wont  to  officiate  over  those  up  of  Yorick's  skull ;  here  is  the  re- 

cconomic  graves,  still  gaping  for  their  mark  of  a  modern  grave-digger : — 

sixteenth  or  eighteenth  tenant,  we  can  "  You  could  not  throw  up  the  coffins 

conceive  how  fierce  a  stench  must  have  without  throwing  up  bones  ?"   "  Where 

issued  from  their  recesses,  and  what  do  you  see  a  grave-yard,"  answers  the 

swarms  of  flies  must  have  been  en-  witness,  "  where  there  are  not  bones 

gendered  or  attracted  by  the  carrion  thrown  up?" 

within,  until  "  I  have  gone  away,"  says  In  Yorick's  case,  however,  the  skull 

the  witness,  ''so  loathing  and  disgusted  had  lain  in  the  earth  three-and- twenty 

as  scarcely  to  be  able  to  endure  myself !  years ;  while  our  London  del  vers  too 

Mr.  Helsdon,  and  others,  bear  testi-  often  break  into  coffins  where  the  pro- 
mony  to  the  love  of  gravediggers  for  cess  of  decay  is  not  half  completed. 
liquor.  Reasons  for  drinking,  indeed,  are  W^hen  Hamlet  asks,  ^  how  long  will 
unfortunately  so  plenty,  that  few  trades  a  man  lie  i'  the  earth  ere  he  rot  P"  the 
are  without  some  special  ones  to  al-  clown  replies,  '* 'faith,  if  he  be  not  rot- 
ledge.  The  tailor  drinks  U>  revive  his  ten  before  he  die  (as  we  have  many 
spirits  after  the  heat  of  his  workshop .  pocky  corses  now-a-days,  that  will 
the  coachman,  to  protect  himself  scarce  hold  the  laying  in),  he  will  last 
against  the  cold;  the  coal-whipper  you  some  eight  year  or  nine  year:  a 
because  his  toil  is  so  hard ;  the  shoe-  tanner  will  last  you  nine  year.** 
maker,  because  his  work  is  so  depress-  Mr.  VTalker  thinks  that  at  least  seven 
ing.  The  man  out  of  employ  flies  to  years  ought  to  be  allowed  for  a  body  in 
thetankard  as  his  consolation  in  trouble;  a  common  coffin  ;  but  that  an  elm  cof- 
the  well-paid  journeyman  thinks  it  the  fin,  in  a  moist  ground,  would  last  very 
most  substantial  mark  of  his  ]>rosperity.  many  3*ears.  Dr.  Navier,  he  says, 
The  loathsome  nature  of  the  grave-dig-  examined  three  bodies,  which  had  been 
ger's  occupation  is  accepted  not  only  by  respectively  buried  7,1^,  and  20  years, 
himself,  but  by  his  friends,  as  an  ex-  and  found  them  all  in  a  state  of  active 
cuss  for  more  than  usual  intemperance  ;  putrefaction* 
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The  Rev.  J.  E.  Tyler,  Rector  of  St.    legal  or  a  medical  Coroner  was  best  adapted 
Giles's,  believes  it  to  be  generally  un-    ^  ^^  duties  of  the  office ;  but  it  is  matter 

derstood  that  bodies  in  the  church-    ^  n^^^?  T°^  ^h*' ^\°"'^*''!5''*^'^?°? 

to  one  profession  or  the  other ;  and  the  test 

yards  of  London  are  decomposed  within    to  which  the  question  has  been  brought  in 
14  years;,  and  states  that,  in  the  St.    the  practice  of  the  Metropolitan  County  of 

Giles's  Old  Churchyard,  the  coffins  rot  England  has  grcatlystrengthcned  the  opinion, 

^.     ,         J  J,          "^      .  before   very  generally  entertamed,   that   a 

entirelyand  disappear  in  twenty  years,  knowledge  of  medical  science  is  the  most 

— Report,  p.  79*  material  qualification  for  the  peculiar,  and 

Mr..  T.  Tagg,  the  proprietor  of   a  °^*®^  <lifficujt,  complicated,  and  delicate, 

1      .  ,           _.!    ..i_«   1      ^i_          »     1  functions  which  a  Coroner  has  to  perform. 

bunal  ground,  thinks  that  a  body  put  a  n««»e  of  your  Ward,  and  edaoted  ia 

into  a  shallow  grave  with  a  light  earth    the  City  of  Durham,  I  have  been  for  up- 
would  decompose   in    ten    or  twelve    ''"''^'  °f  30  years  engaged  in  active  profes- 

years.    If  the  grave  is  deep,  and  the    T""'  ?»"""'•  |'°'^ ««  »»  «rmy  »'"^" 
^  °  V  J ,  »  .«  i,.!^    (havmg  gone  through  the  Penmsular  war 

ground  wet,  the  time  would  be  much  under  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington), 

longer,  especially  for  the  coffin.  «n<l    ^    a    private    practitioner.    I  have, 

We  hope  ere  long  to  return   to  this  therefore,  had  more  than  usual  opportunities 

.           J  .  of  witnessing  instances  of  death  occasioned 

interesting  and  important  subject.  by  violence,  in  various  forms,  and  of  dis- 

criminating  between  these  and  deaths  arising 

_  _  from  natural  causes. 
CORONERSHIP  OF  DURHAM.  i  respectfully  submit  my  pretensions, 
A  VACANCY  is  about  to  take  place  in  landed  on  these  grounds,  to  your  con- 
Durham  in  the  office  of  Coroner,  and  "ideration;  and  venture  to  hope  that  you 
two  candidates  are  already  in  the  field.  °»*y  ^^K"^?  t^«°»  "  ^  «»«*"«'»*  recom- 
One  of  these  is  a  medical  man,  Mr.  mendation  to  your  suffrages. 

Nixon  (formerly  on  the  staff  of  one  of  ^^'^^  .^  P^™^-  *f  «*?'  ^^  f  ,°*" 

.1 •_     »     'r  r^       J  \       1  produce  the  most  satisfactory  testimonials  as 

the  regiments  of  Gaards),  whom  we  ^  professional  abUity  and  character  from 

know  to  be  an   intelligent  and  well-  ^^me  of  the  highest  medical  authorities  in 

informed  surgeon ;   and   we   therefore  the  public  service ;  and  my  long  residence 

earnestly  recommend   to   our  profes-  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  intimate  con- 

sional  brethren  to  give  him  their  sup-  nection  with  many  estimable  and  distin- 

port.                       ^  guished  members  of  your  body,  may,  I  trust. 

Much  as  we  differ  on  most  subjects  be  regarded  as  a  guarantee  of  diat  perBonal 

from  Mr.  Wakley,  we  are  not  so  un-  respectability  and  integrity  which  ought  to 

candid  as  to  deny  that  he  has  practi-  belong  to  an  individual  aspiring  to  an  office 

cally  shown  the  advantage  of  a  medi.  of  so  much  ancient  dignity,  and  of  such 

cal  man  holding  the  office  in  question,  unquestionable  importance  in  its  connection 

and  we  hope  to  see  the  example  followed  ^^^    ^^^   criminal   jurisprudence   of   the 

wherever  an  opportunity  occurs.     In  country. 

New  York  it  has  for  some  time  been  ^  1  jball  forthwith  commence  a  canvass  of 

the  practice   to  select  a  physician  to  '^«.  ^""'^J^  *^^  ^""T"^  ^^  personally 

this  office,  and  a  contest  fias  recently  "?  l^^^3«  ^^"^  ^^"^S''  ^  ^"""^  fJ^Tm 

«.i,  ~     1         >     nu'i  J  1   I.'    A  '  Will  endeavour  to  call  upon  every  Freeholder : 

taken  place  in  Philadelphia  to  accom-  ^^t  should  any  gentlem^m  remiin  unvisited 

phsh  the  same  object,  but  with  what  j  ^^^^  ^e  wiU  do  me  the  justice  to  attribute 

result  as  yet  we  know  not.  the  omission  to  no  intentional  disrespect, 

We    subjoin    Mr.   Nixon  s    address  but  to  the  imperfection  of  the  lists,  or  some 

from  the  Durham  Chronicle  :—  other  cause  beyond  my  control. 

*'  Circumstances  having  occurred  to  war- 
rant  the  presumption  that  a  vacancy  in  the  ~  ~    ~ 

Office    of    Coroner    for    your  Ward  may       ANALYSIS  OF  COD  LIVER  OIL. 

shortly  take  place,  and  as  this  will  be  the  

first  instance  in  which  the  election  (in  con- 
formity with  the  Act  1st  Viet.,  c.  64)  has  I  saponified  four  ounces  of  the  oil  with 
devolved  upon  you,  as  Freeholders  of  the  quick  lime,  by  means  like  those  employed  by 
County,  I  heg  to  present  myself  to  your  the  stearic  candle  manufucturers  to  saponify 
notice  as  a  candidate  for  the  appointment.  tallow,  and  I  ignited  the  dry  olcate  of  lime 

During  the  last  few  years,   considerable  in  a  luted  crucible.     On  lixiviating  the  resi- 

discussion  has  taken  place  as  to  whether  a  duum  of  the  calcination,  with  alcohol,  and 
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testing  the  liquid  for  iodine^  I  could  find  no 
trace  of  it.  Iodide  of  calcium  is  not  decom- 
posed by  heat  in  close  vessels,  and  as  it  is  a 
deliquescent  salt  soluble  in  alcohol,  had  any 
been  present,  it  should  have  been  detected  in 
this  way. 

I  next  saponified  four  ounces  of  the  oil 
with  potash,  decomposed  the  transparent 
soft  soap  with  dilnte  sulphuric  acid,  evapo- 
rated the  saline  solution,  nearly  to  dryness, 
decanted  from  the  crystals  of  sulphate  of 
potash  the  small  liquid  residuum,  and  tested 
it  for  iodine,  but  could  obtain  no  trace  of  its 
presence.  This  is  the  process  proposed  by 
Liebig,  in  the  second  volume  of  bis  "  Chimie 
Organique,"  page  2B3 ;  but  Steiu,  in  the 
,'  Journal  fur  Pract.  Chemie,"  xxi.  308, 
says,  that  the  iodine  is  not  to  be  detected  in 
that  way,  for  it  adheres  obstinately  to  the 
saponified  oil,  and  cannot  be  found  in  the 
decomposed  soap  lyes.  He  therefore  takes 
the  oleic  acid  resulting  from  the  decomposi- 
tion of  the  potash  soap  by  sulphuric  acid, 
converts  it  once  more  into  a  soap,  with 
potash  or  soda,  carbonizes  the  dried  soapy 
mass  in  a  covered  crucible,  and  from  the  re- 
sulting alkaline  carbonate  extracts  whatever 
iodide  may  be  present,  by  means  of  alcohol. 
Neither  of  the  oils  which  I  tried  afforded  any 
trace  of  iodine  by  this  method. 

M.  Gmelin  also  carbonizes  the  soap,  but 
takes  that  of  the  first  saponification. 

Now,  since  iodine  can  be  detected  by  sus- 
pending a  slip  of  paper  coated  with  starch 
paste,  in  a  phial  over  dilute  nitric  acid,  con- 
taining not  more  than  one-ten-thousaudth 
part  of  a  grain  of  iodide  of  potassium,  I  feel 
entitled  to  conclude,  either  that  the  cod-liver 
oil  sold  as  such  in  London  is  not  genuine, 
or  that  some  kinds  of  cod-liver  oil  are  desti- 
tute of  iodine.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  from 
the  researches  of  Stein  and  L.  Gmelin,  that 
iodine  exists  in  certain  varieties  of  it.— 
Dr.  fVr,  in  Pharmaceutical  Journal* 

FELLOWES'  CUNICAL    PRIZE    RE- 

PORTS. 
By  Alfaeo  J.  Tapson. 
University  College  Hospital,  18«9. 

[Continued  ttom  p.4C4 .} 


Cask  III. — Irregular  paralynt  qf  the 
portio  dura  {the  fftk  and  ninth  nerves) 
cured  by  local  depletion  and  counter* 
irritation^  calomel^  Sfc,  and  aubeeguently 
the  endermic  adfnintt/mfion  qf  etrych* 
nine. 

Sarah  Marshall,  letat.  62,  admitted  May 
3d,  1842,  under  Dr.  Anthony  Todd 
Thomson.  A  woman  of  moderate  con- 
formation,    nervous     temperament,      and 


pale  complexion.  Has  been  married  forty- 
six  years,  and  has  had  five  children,  and 
many  miscarriages.  Her  parents  died  when 
she  was  young.  Her  father  had  a  paralytic 
stroke,  and  lived  for  two  years  in  a  state  of 
helpless  paralysis ;  and  her  mother  died  of 
locked-jaw 

She  lives  in  the  Bagnigge  Wells  Road,  and 
assists  her  husband,  who  is  a  tailor.  She 
has  always  been  delicate,  and  never  could 
stand  much  exertion.  Never  bad  any  serious 
illness,  except  syphilis,  which  she  contracted 
from  her  husband.  During  the  last  six  or 
seven  years  she  has  been  troubled  with 
rheumatism,  but  has  never  been  laid  up  with 
it.  The  present  attack  commenced  on  the 
29th  of  April  (four  days  before  her  admis- 
sion into  the  hospital),  in  the  afternoon  of 
which  day  she  felt  sleepy,  had  a  slight  head- 
ache, and  was  unable  to  hold  up  her  left 
eyelid  ;  deglutition  also  was  difficult,  and 
she  could  not  drink  her  tea  properly  :  some 
of  it  running  out  of  her  mouth  again.  On 
the  SUth  her  speech  was  impaired ;  her  face 
was  puffed,  and  the  mouth  drawn  towards 
the  left  side ;  and  if  she  attempted  to  drink 
the  fluid  passed  up  into  her  nostrils.  On 
the  1st  of  May  she  applied  to  a  surgeon, 
who  gave  her  some  medicine,  which  ope- 
rated freely  on  her  bowels.  On  the  2d  of 
May,  when  she  nwoke  in  the  morning,  she 
found  her  tongue  lying  out  of  the  left  angle 
of  the  mouth,  and  was  ordered  by  a  surgeon 
whom  she  consulted  to  apply  a  large  mus- 
tard poultice  to  the  back  of-  the  head  and 
neck :  this  she  says  relieTed  her  considerably. 
Before  the  attack  came  on  she  felt  a  little 
giddy  and  confused  at  times  for  some  days. 
j[s  unable  to  state  any  cause  of  the  attack  ; 
she  had  not  any  unusual  exertion  or  excite- 
ment of  any  kind.  It  is  true  that  she  had 
been  anxious  lately,  in  consequence  of  being 
obliged  to  spend  some  of  her  little  property. 
About  a  week  before  the  attack  she  had 
rheumatism  in  the  knees,  chiefly  in  the  right ; 
thence  it  extended  upwards  to  the  right  hip 
and  to  the  spine,  preventing  her  from  turn- 
ing in  bed ;  it  then  passed  into  her  neck, 
causing  great  pain  if  she  moved  her  head 
round  ;  and  lastly,  it  attacked  her  head,  and 
she  felt  numbed  about  the  angle  of  the  jaw. 

Present  Symptomt. — Surface  of  the  body 
natural ;  complexion  pallid  ;  the  face  has  a 
flabby  appearance ;  the  right  side  is  elon-^ 
gated,  flattened,  and  drawn  considerably 
towards  the  left,  and  the  left  angle  of  the 
mouth  is  elevated  somewhat,  even  when  the 
features  are  at  rest.  The  left  eyelid  is 
dropped,  and  she  cannot  raise  it ;  the  right 
eyelid,  on  the  contrary,  she  cannot  close  more 
than  about  half-way.  Sensation  is  impaired 
on  the  left  side  of  the  face,  and  this  feels 
cooUer  than  the  right.  Hie  motions  of  the 
lower  jaw  and  deglutition  are  very  imper- 
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fectly  performed.    She  says  she  can   only  Statim    appUoetur   Emplast.    Cantliarifl 

eat  Ob  the  right  side  of  the  mouth,  and  that  psrvum  faciei  lateri  dextro. 

with  difficulty ;  and  that  if  any  portion  of  the  R  Strychuise,  gr.  j. ;  Pulv.  Sacch.  Alb. 

food  gets  on  the  left  sida  of  the  mouth,  she  gr.  vj,     Ft.  pulvia  parti  vesicati  nocte 

has  no  power  over  it.     The  tongue  cannot  be  maneque  applicanda. 

,M|otnided  far.  snd  wh  ii  it  is  protruded  it  jath.-Slight  twitcbiiQ*  l-w  been  pro- 

devutes  Tcry  rtmarkably  to  the  left  ode.  ^^^  ^  ^^^\^ ;  Ae  »li  only  on  the  iSgbt 

There  «  no  decided  !«»  of  yoluntanr  power  ,. ^     j^,  i„  the  back  of  die  ne*  andin  totb 

over  the  extremities ;  the  right  leg  is  rather  ^^ 

the  weaker  of  the  two,  but  this  if  the  one     ^a*  Q*-«.*k«;-^  .^  —  &_ 

.,.,.,,          ^'t-i-             i.  Auge  stryciHiiaiB  ta  gr.  ibb« 

m  which  the  rheumatism  has  been  most  se-  «  g  ..j'                  ° 

vere.     The  bead  is  somewhat  confused ;  me« 

mory  rather  impaired  ^   has  noises   in  her  I4th~FeeIs  stronger  and  better  altoge- 

cars,    and  muscse  voUtantcs  flitting  conti-  ther.    All  symptoms  of  uticasmess  removed 

nually  before  her  eyes.     Pulse  100,  soft  and  from  the  head.    The  twitdiinga  hare  been 

regular.  severe }  the  cervical  glands  are  enlarged  and 

r«^,i..K  -,*-«♦  ,.«,.i>««.^«^ /»r  .  B«.-  tender;  the  face  also  is  slightly  swelled  on 

V/Qcuro.  erttent.  pone  aures  ad  fix, ;  Juii'  .,      .  ; .     .  •^      eu^  -..«  ^^^1  *v«  ^^^..^^ 

1    *.   r>    ..L   1             'a.              L  fne  right  side.     She  can  move  the  tongue 

plast.  Canth.  longum  inter  scapulas.  "«'     a                      .„_i,.  ^^_    i:  *:«3« 

o  ri  1^     1               \r'      n    '  mucb  more  readily ,  spcaks  more  distmctly, 

R  Calomel,  gr.  i. ;  Mice  Panis,  gr.  ij.—         ,  j  -  t,  iL^-i-      i>-i      » J 

*'M;ft.pilX.H™.qu»quehor4'.S„eJd».  ^.^^L^t^'     ^"  "8"^  ""«• 

Pota,,.  l^d.  gr  Wij. ,  Ppta».  Tart.  3j,i  -ITeth  Za?^«  of  the  patient  mnch 

Infos.  Senn»,fX  VI.;  Mist.  Camph.  fit.  . f*^  ,»•     ««»  ^   *u    -:  i.*^^.. 

TW   ft-  w«^^   aHJuIs^^  ««-*   wi    ^^  roorc  natural.    The  fulness  on  the  right  side 

i^       M;^^^^r                ^  of  the  mouth  diminished,  and  the  natund 

smnendus.     Middle  diet.  depression  partly  restored ;  much  less  di». 

May  5th. — The  bHster  rose  well,  and  dis-  tortion  produced  by  laughing.   The  patient's 

charged  abundantly.     To-day  she  feels  more  spirits    are  much   depressed  ;    cries   when 

comfortable.     The  gums  are  rather  tumid  spoken  to,  though  she  can  assign  no  reason 

and  tender,  and  the  breath  has  a  mercurial  for  so  doing. 

ftetor,  and  the  tongue   is  slightly  furred.  20ch. — ^Very  mnch  improved ;  countenance 
Pulse  100 ;  bowels  open.  nearly  natural,  and  speech  almost  perfectly 
Pergat.  in  usu  medicamentorum  sed  sn-  recovered.    The  tongue  still  deviates  a  little 
natnr  pilula  bis  vice  ter  die.     Milk,  a  ^^^^  protruded  far,  and  she  Is  unable  to 
pint  dstly.  place  the  tip  of  the  tongue  against  the  poste- 
(JUi.-'nie  paralysis  rstomewhat  less.  She  nor  teeth  on  the  nghtride,  altheiigh  sfcec- 
can  move  the  jawi  and  tongue  mor^  easily.  ^«  «>  ^'^^  ^"  ^  ^^"^^' , 
and    consequently    swallows    better.      The  Omitt.  Strychnia, 
tongue,  when  protruded,  still  deviates  to  th(  21st. — Feels  quite  well :  scarcely  any  di»- 
left  side,  and  the  face  remains  drawn  to  the  tortion  produced  even  by  laughing, 
left  side,  and  at  the  right  side  of  the  mouth,  Discharged  cured, 
instead  of  the  linear  furrow  usually  extend- 
ing downwards  from  the  nose,  there  is  a  fill-  Rkm  akks. — ^This  was  a  case  of  local  pa- 
ness  here,  and  the  whole  right  side  of  the  ralyaifl  of  a  rather  complicated  kind,  and  one 
face  looks  flatter,  and  feel?  softer  and  more  of  which  it  is  not  very  easy  to  sUte  the  pre- 
flabby  than  the  left.     During  the  night  she  cise  pathological  cause.    The  parU  paralysed 
was  seized  with  vomiting  and  purging,  and  were  the  following :— 1st.  All  the  muscles 
pain  across  the  umbilical  region.     Pulse  90,  on  the  right  side  of  the  Uce  which  are  sup- 
small  and  weak.  pHed  by  the  portio  dura :  thia  was  proved 
Omittatur  haustus.  by  the  flattening  out  and  flaccidity  of  ^e 
R  Potassii  lodidi  er  vi  ^^^  "^'  ^^  '*■  °*^«  ^^^^  towards  the 
Fotass«  Nitrati8,'gr.*x.  *  left,  and  by  the  inabUity  to  dose  the  right 

Mist.  Caraph.  f^iss.     M.  ft.  haust.  ter  die  T^'^  -^  '^  ^^  "^i  ""V"^^  ^" 

sumenduB.  ^^^  "'°^'  owing  to  the  paralysis  of  the  ex- 

1A4U      ibf    L  •             J    *!-  L    J   t  prcssional  muscles:  thus    she  oonld  only 

10tb.-Much  improved ;  the  head  clearer,  j.^  j,  ^it^  one  half  of  her  face.  2d.  The 
musoe  volitantes,  &c.,  much  less.  She  can  ^^geles  of  mastication,  which  are  sup- 
now  raise  the  left  eyelid  and  close  the  nghf.  piiea  by  the  motor  portion  of  the  fifth 
The  fa-«e  continues  drawn,  but  the  motions  ^grve,  seemed  aUo  to  be  paralysed  more 
are  improvmg ;  eaU  more  easily,  and  the  or  less  on  both  sides,  though  chiefly,  accord- 
speech  is  not  near  so  much  muflled  as  it  was  i^g  to  her  account,  on  the  left  side.  Sense- 
f  *.  "i"  i*n«tion  IS  more  perfect  on  the  tion  also  was  diminished,  and  the  tempera- 
left  side.  The  gums  tender  ;  tongue  coated  ture  lowered  on  the  left  side,  dependinTon 
with  a  brownuh  white  fur ;  bowels  open.  the  sensory  portion  of  the  fifth  nerve.     3d. 

Omittantur  medicamenta.  The  levator  palpebrse  superioris  of  the  left 
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side  was  paralysed,  she  being  unable  to  raise  tinnitus  auriuni,  niuscs  volitantes,  &c.  which 
the  left]eyelid  ;  the  third  nerve  must  therefore  are  stated  as  having  existed  ;  and  we  believe 
have  been  implicated.  And  4th.  The  devia-  that  this  view  is  strengthened  by  the  early 
tion  of  the  tongue,  when  protruded  to  the  affection  of  the  ninth  nerve,  as  ixulicated  by 
left  side,  proved  paralysis  of  the  muscles  the  impaired  speech,  difficult  deglutition,  &c.; 
which  serve  to  protrude  the  tongue  on  the  for  this  is  just  the  part  we  should  expect  to 
left  side,  which  are  supplied  by  the  hypo-  be  earliest  affected  by  congestion,  oonsider- 
glossal  nerve  ;  this  will  explain  also  the  diffi-  ing  its  position  with  respect  to  the  vertebral 
culty  of  deglutition.  Before  we  proceed  to  vesseUi  at  the  furamen  magnum ;  we  also 
inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  pathological  think  that  this  notion  is  confirmed  ferther  by 
cause  on  which  these  symptoms  depended,  thesuccessful  result  of  the  treatment  adopted, 
we  shall  briefly  review  the  patient's  previ-  Congestion  might  also  account  for  the  para- 
ous  history,  and  the  symptoms  which  pre*  lysis  of  the  nerves ;  but  this  was  probably 
ceded  the  attack.  We  find  that,  1st.  She  partly  dependent  on  a  rheumatic  affection  of 
was  hereditarily  predisposed  to  affections  of  the  sheaths  of  the  affected  nerves,  which  we 
the  cerebro-spinal  system,  her  &ther  having  know  are  affected  sometimes  with  rheuma- 
been  a  paralytic,  and  her  mother  having  died  tism,  and  which  affection  we  also  know  may 
of  locked-jaw.  2d.  She  had  been  anxious  produce  paralysis.  There  is  at  the  time  we 
and  uneasy  about  her  property,  and  mentel  are  writing  this  (June  1842)  a  case  of  para- 
anxiety  is  well  known  to  be  a  predisposing  plegia  in  the  hospitel,  under  Dr.  Williams, 
cause  of  cerebral  affections.  3d.  Her  health  arising  from  rheumatism,  where  the  paralysis 
was  always  delicate  and  temperament  ner-  is  rapidly  disappearing  as  the  rheumatism  is 
vous.  And  4th.  She  was  arrived  at  that  being  cured  by  the  usual  remedies.  This 
period  of  life  at  which  serious  affections  of  opinion  is,  we  think ,  borne  out  by  the  account 
the  nervous  system  are  most  common.  Then  given  in  the  previous  history  of  the  gradual 
as  to  the  symptoms  which  preceded  the  at-  passage  of  the  rheumatism  from  the  lower 
Uck,  there  was  in  the  first  place  sleepiness,  extremities  to  the  neck  and  head.  We  do 
giddiness,  confusion  of  ideas,  and  slight  not  lay  much  stress  on  this  latter  cause,  but 
headache ;  and  then  the  attack  shewed  itself  regard  it  as  quite  secondary  to  the  conges- 
by  ptosis  of  the  left  eyelid,  difficulty  of  de-  tion. 

glutition,  impaired  speech,  and  drawingof  the  The /rM/mm/ was,  in  the  first  instance, 
face  to  the  left  side.  lie  symptoms  gra-  just  what  we  should  expect  to  be  serviceable 
dually  increased  in  severity  until  her  admis-  in  congestion — viz.  local  depletion  by  cup- 
sion  into  the  hospitel.  pingi  followed  by  oounter-irritatlon  and  de- 
In  inquiring  into  the  nature  of  the  patho-  privation  by  means  of  a  blister  and  purgatives 
logical  cause  we  shall  first  notice  some  con-  vrith  diuretics,  and  means  to  equalize  the 
ditions  of  the  nervous  systeiki,  which  might  circulation  through  the  capillary  vessels,  and 
produde  many  of  these  symptoms ;  and  after  promote  absorption,  viz.  mercury  and  iodide 
mentMming  the  reasons  why  we  believe  these  of  potassium.  Under  this  treatment  we  find 
were  not  the  real  cause,  we  shall  state  what  that  the  symptoms  improved  rapidly  :  those 
we  believe  to  have  been  the  cause  in  this  which  indicated  the  presence  of  too  much 
instance.  Inflammation  of  the  brain  could  blood  in  the  brain  gradually  passed  off ;  and 
not  hare  been  the  cause  here,  for  there  was  simultaneously  with  this  the  motions  of  the 
no  increased  heat  of  the  skin  of  the  head,  no  paralysed  parte  improved,  and  the  numbness 
suffusion  of  the  eyes,  none  of  the  delirium  of  became  less,  and  in  a  few  days  the  chief 
phreAitis,  and  not  the  pain,  &c.  Apoplectic  remaining  symptom  was  the  paralysis  of  the 
effusion  could  hardly  have  been  the  cause,  portio  dura,  so  that  the  disease  was  now 
for  there  was  no  paralysis  of  the  limbs,  as  reduced  to  a  simple  case  ;  and  all  the  symp- 
there  would  almost  certainly  have  been  in  toms  of  congestion  having  been  removed,  it 
that  case. .  A  stete  of  aiuemia,  and  an  irre-  became  a  good  case  for  the  endermic  admi- 
gular  distribution  of  blood  consequent  on  nistration  of  strychnine,  which  was  accord- 
that,  was  not  the  cause ;  there  was  no  ingly  applied  in  the  usual  way  on  a  blis- 
n'arked  degree  of  annmia;  and  the  physical  tered  surface  just  below  tiie  zygomatic 
signs  of  that,  as  murmur  with  the  first  sound  process ;  and  it  was  attended  vrith  the  usual 
of  the  heart,  &c.  were  not  present.  Morbid  resulte,  viz.  a  rapid  restoration  of  power  to 
growths  pressing  on  the  origins  of  tha  nerves  the  paralysed  muscles,  and  in  a  few  days  she 
could  not  have  been  the  cattse^both  from  the  was  quite  well ;  the  countenance,  from  being 
comparative  BttddennQBSofthe  attack  and  the  much  distorted,  had  become  so  nearly  na- 
apeedy  relief  obtained.  We  are  reduced,  tnral  that  no  one  would  observe  any  defbr- 
tben,  to  the  supposition  that  the  caiuse^was  mity  unless  their  attention  were  specially 
either  congestion  of  the  brain,  or  someaffec-  directed  to  it.  Her  general  health  was  also 
tion  of  the  individual  nerves ;  and  probably  much  improved,  and  she  was  discharged 
both  of  these  causes  were  present.  Conges-  cured  within  eighteen  days  of  her  admission, 
tion  of  the  brain  would  account  for  the  and  tweoty-two  of  the  attack. 
sUepinesSfConfusionof  ideas,  loss  of  meinory,  This  case  shews  very  decidedly  the  good 
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effects  of  early  and  actire  measnrea  in  con- 
gestion of  the  brain,  and  also  the  influence 
of  Btrychnine  in  curing  local  paralysis  when 
not  depending  <xi  any  structural  lesion  that 
would  interfere  with  its  operation.  The 
effect  of  this  remedy  on  the  animal  spirits  is 
curious.  In  the  present  instance  it  caused 
great  depression,  crying,  &c. ;  whereas  in 
another  case  in  which  it  was  used  recently  in 
the  hospital,  it  produced  immoderate  fits  of 
laughter.  These  would  seem  to  imply  that, 
besides  its  well-known  influence  on  the  spinal 
cord,  it  also  exerted  some  influence  on  the 
cerebrum. 

Progntm8. — A  much  less  npidly  favoura- 
ble result  would  have  been  anticipated  by 
most  persons  in  this  case,  considering  the 
advanced  age,  the  debilitated  constitution, 
the  repetition  and  gradually  increased  severity 
of  the  attack,  and  the  number  of  the  parts 
paralyeed ;  and  as  to  any  ulterior  prognosis, 
unless  the  patient  is  very  cautious,  she  will 
be  very  likely  to  have  a  recurrence  of  the 
attack;  and  if  she  has  another  it  will  pro- 
bably be  more  severe  and  less  remediable. 


RESULTS    OF    AMPUTATIONS    IN 
THE  HOSPITALS  OF  PARIS. 


From  January  I,  1826,  to  January  ], 
1841,  852  amputations  were  performed 
in  the  hospitals  of  Paris  :  of  the  hip- 
joint  1 ;  of  the  thigh  201 ;  of  the  knee- 
joint  3  ;  of  the  leg  192  ;  of  the  foot  38  ;  of 
the  metatarsal  bones  8 ;  of  the  toes  85 ; 
total  528,  for  the  inferior  extremity.  Of 
the  shoulder-joint  14 ;  of  the  arm  91 ;  of 
the  fore-arm  28;  of  the  wrist-joint  16;  of 
the  carpal  bones  9 ;  of  the  fingers  166  ; 
total  324,  for  the  superior  extremity.  The 
mortality  was  332,  or  nearly  two  in  five ; 
255  for  the  inferior  extremity,  or  about 
one-half;  77  for  the  superior  extremity,  or 
nearly  one-fourth. 

The  single  coxo-femoral  disarticulation 
was  secondary,  for  a  gunshot  wound,  and  on 
a  male  patient  of  twenty  one  years,  and  was 
fatal.*  In  201  amputations  of  the  thigh  in 
its  continuity  including  all  causes,  ages,  and 
both  sexes,  there  were  126  deaths,  nearly 
sixty-two  per  cent.,  or  about  two-thirds. 
For  wounds,  burns,  fractures,  &c.,  there 
were  forty -six  ;  44  men  and  2  women  ;  of 
the  men,  34  died  and  10  recovered ;  of  the 
women,   both   recovered.     Total  of  deaths 

*  The  first  succes&fttl  aniputntion  of  the  hip- 
joint  was  performed  in  1841,  by  M .  Sedillot,  at 
the  militanr  hospital  of  Val  de  Grace.  In  the 
report  mooe  to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine 
on  the  3d  January,  on  thisTase,  by  Baron  Lar- 
rey,  it  is  recommended  to  tie  the  artery  before 
commencing  the  operation,  the  utility  of  this 
practice  having  been  proved  in  the  course  of  the 
practice  of  the  reporter. 


34,  or  three-fourths.  For  chronic  diseases 
there  were  153  amputations,  92  deaths,  61 
recoveries,  or  three  deaths  in  five.  The 
number  is  completed  by  two  amputations 
for  double  anchylosis,  performed  successively 
by  M.  Velpeau,  on  a  man  of  twenty-eigl^ 
years,  and  with  success.f 

Amputation  of  the  knee-joint. — ^This 
abandoned  operation  was  revived  in  1830  by 
M.  Velpeau,  who,  with  his  peculiar  indus- 
try, had  collected  14  cases  and  13  cures. 
These  were  isolated,  and  collected  from 
books,  or  other  imperfect  records ;  and  that 
the  concluions  he  made  were  not  warrantable, 
was  clearly  proved  by  the  subsequent 
constant  fatality  of  the  operation,  and  which, 
since  1838,  has  been  banished  from  the  hos- 
pitals of  Paris.  M.  Velpeau  has  operated 
six  times;  four  deaths.  M.  Laugier  twice, 
two  deaths.     M.  Biandin  once ;  one  death. 

Amputations  of  the  leg, — Of  these  there 
were  192,  and  106  deaths,  nearly  55  per 
cent.,  or  one-ninth  less  than  in  amputations 
of  the  thigh.  For  organic  diseases  112,  55 
deaths,  or  one-half.  For  tranmtai?  lesions 
79,  50  deaths,  or  nearly  two-thirds.  One 
amputation  of  eomplai$ane€t  performed  at 
the  Hotel- Dieu,  on  a  man  of  19  years,  for 
dub -foot,  and  followed  by  death. 

*  Partial  ampuiatione  of  foot. — 38  patients 
had  their  feet  amputated,  and  9  died,  or  24 
per  cent.  For  organic  lesions  9,  and  3 
deaths,  or  about  pno-tenth.  For  traumatic 
lesions  9,  and  6  deaths,  or  just  two-thirds. 

Amputation  of  the  ehaulder-joint. — Sur- 
geons have,  in  general,  reported  an  incredible 
success  in  thn  operation.  M.  Gonrard, 
quoted  by  M.  Velpeau  in  his  Medicine 
Op^ratoire,  says,  **  we  have  perfonned,  and 
seen  performed,  this  operation  with  sueb 
happy  results,  that  we  hardly  believe  it  more 
dangerous  thui  amputation  in  the  continuity 
of  the  humerus,  and  even  consider  it  doubt- 
ful whether,  in  gun-shot  wounds,  it  is  not 
to  be  preferred."  M.  Blancel  mentions  60 
successful  cases  in  his  thesis.  Baron  Larrey 
states  that  he  was  successful  90  times  in  100 
cases.  Sabatier  speaks  in  terms  of  enthu- 
siasm of  14  successes  in  17  cases  obtained 
by  this  surgeon ;  and  Percy  states  that  of  70 
cases,  one-sixteenth  only  terminated  fotaliy. 
Let  us  see  how  far  M.  Malgaigne's  statistics 
confirm  these  statements.  There  were  in 
the  period  of  five  years  under  consideration 
14  scapolo-humerel  diaarticttlationj.  In 
one  patient  there  was,  at  the  same  time, 
amputation  of  the  thigh,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  be  succumbed.  Throwing  aside  this, 
there  remain  13  cases  and  10  deaths.  Six 
tiuies  the  operation  was  performed  for  chro- 


*  Recently  M.  Jobert,  of  the  Hdpital  St.  Louis, 
|)erfonned  a  doable  amputation  oiiht  thiich  on  a 
man  of  tweoty-eiij^ht  years,  for  a  scrofulous  tu- 
mour of  each  kiiec-juiiit  with  entire  success. 
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nic  diseases;  of  tbesei  4  were  men  from  15  and  3  deaths  ;  3  times  for  organic  diseases, 

to  41  years;  the  yonVig  man  of  15  recovered,  and  for  a  supernumerary  thumb;  5  times 

all  the  others  died.     Women,  respectively  of  for  traumatic  lesions,  and  of  those  3  died. 

19  and  40  years  of  age,  2 ;   both  recovered.  Three  deaths  in  five  would  seem  to  realize 

For    traumatic    lesions    7    operations,    all  for  the  thumb  Mr.  Velpeau's  assertion  that 

males,  from  27  to  65  years ;  7  deaths.  **  amputation  of  the  fingers  is  not  less  dan- 

Amputaion  qf  the  arm. — 91  operations,  geroui  to  life  than  amputation  of  the  arm." 
41  deaths,  or  45  per  cent.,  nearly  one-fifth  Amputation  of  one  qf  theflngerw. — 1 19 
less  than  in  amputation  of  the  leg.  Of  operations ;  109  recoveries,  10  deaths,  or 
these  91  amputations,  there  were,  for  organic  oue-twelfth.  Organic,  79 ;  deaths,  6,  or  one- 
disease  61,  and  24  deaths,  or  2  in  5.  The  thirteenth ;  traumatic,  40  ;  3  deaths.  Total, 
tranmatic  amputations  were  in  number  30,  1  death  in  10. 
and  17  deaths ;  more  than  one-half.  Amputation  of  sevwal  fingert  at  onetime, 

Amyutation  of  the  fore'arm, — 28  opera-  — 13  operations;  one  death,   in  a  man  of 

tions,  8  deaths ;  28  per  cent.     Q^  these,  17  forty- tw<^  years,  who  had  four  fingers  ampu- 

were  performed  for  organic  disease,  and  11  tated. 

were  traumatic  ;  of  the  former,  5  died;  of        Amputation  of  the  phalange$.'—Th\a  ope- 

the  latter,  3.  ration  was  performed  24  times ;  there  was 

Amputation  at  the  wriet. — ^The  wrist  was  one  death  in  a  man  of  thirty-two  years,  in 

discarticulated    16    times;     12   times    for  whom   the  phalanx  was  crushed. — Phila- 

chronic  aiTections,  4  times  in  consequence  of  delphia  Medical  Examiner, 

injuries.     Of  these,  4  were  women  and  12 

men.     All  recovered. 

AmputaHon  of  the  metatareat  bones. ^-%  PORTUGUESE  PRACTICE. 

amputations  of  a  single  metatarsal  bone  were  (Continued  from  page  523.) 

performed  ;  cne  only  is  designated  as  a  disar-  

ticulation.      7   of  these  were  upon   males 

from  8  to  41  years  of  age  ;  1  on  a  female  of        Aneurim  of  the  external  iUae  and  femoral 

45  years.     6  were  for  organic  lesions;   2  An enei ut  ihetr  origin, 

were  traumatic.      1   death  in  the  second  A  poot-60Ldibr,  who  had  been  some  time 

series,  where  the  head  of  the  bone  was  re-  in  other  hospitals,  left  St.  Michael  in  January 

moved,  in  a  man  of  41  years.     4  times  the  1828,  and  entered  St.  Francis.     He  related, 

first  metatarsal  bone  was  the  seat  of  opera-  on  his  entrance,  that  he  had  suffered  from 

tion ;  twice  the  fifth ;  once  the  second ;  in  different  venereal  complaints,  and,  among 

the  eighth  the  bone  m  not  specified.  others,  had  had  a  bubo  in  both  groins  five 

Amputation  of  the  metacarpal  bonee, — 9  years   before.     On  examination,   a  tumor, 

operations,  limited  to  one  of  the  metacarpal  pulsating  isochronously  with  the  heart,  was 

bones.     1  only  was  traumatic,  and  was  sue-  found  in  the  left  groin,  which  extended  in- 

cessfnl ;  8  were  for  organic  leisons ;  among  wards  close  to  the  parietes^  of  the  abdomen, 

these  there  was  1  death  in  a  young  man  22  and  was  painful  and  dark  red  ;  it  was  recog- 

years.     The  third  metacarpal  bone  was  am-  nized  to  be  an  incurable  aneurism,  which, 

putated  6  times,  the  fourth  once,  and  the  even  a  few  months  before,  had  been  taken 
first  twice.  for  a  bubo.     [**  Hardly  conceivable,"  says 

Amputation  qf  the  great  toe. — 43  disar-     the  German  translator.] 
ticulations,  and  7  deaths,  or  1  in  6,  which  is         On  the  day  of  admission,  as  the  patient 

enonnous.  29  were  from  organic  disease,  was  very  weak,  he  was  bled  to  eight  ounces ; 
and  14  were  traumatic.  Of  the  first  series  leeches  were  put  on  close  to  the  tumor ; 
3  died,  about  one- tenth  ;  of  the  last,  4  died,     poultices  were  applied ;  and  broth  and  de- 

or  more  than  one-fourth.  Of  this  number  muloent  beversges  were  ordered.  In  spite 
5  were  females,  all  for  organic  disease,  and  of  this  treatment  the  inflammation  of  the 
all  recovered.  tumor  increased ;  it  became  gangrenous ;  and 

Amputation  of  one  qf  the  toes. — 26  ope-  the  patient  died  on  the  sixth  day. 
rations,  of  which   12  were  traumatic,  and         On  post-mortem  examination,  besides  the 
were  followed  by  one  death.    Of  these,  there    aneurism  in  the  groin,  a  second  aneurismal 
were  28  males  and  5  females,  from  the  ages    sac,  from  five  to  six  inches  in  diameter,  was 
of  5  to  62.  found  in  the  left  iliac  fossa,  which  extended 

Ampuiaiion  of  eetteral  toee  at  the  eame  as  far  as  its  middle,  and  posteriorly  touched 
time, — In  7  operations  there  was  1  death.         the  last  lumbar  vertebrae.     Both  the  aneu- 

Amputation  of  one  or  more  phaUmgee.—  riamal  sacs  arose  from  a  fissure,  whicb  ran 
9  operations ;  4  times  on  the  phalanx  of  the  parallel  to  the  crural  arch,  and  eight  lines 
great  toe ;  twice  upon  the  phalanges  of  the  long  and  two  broad.  The  sacs  were  filled 
fourth  and  fifth ;  the  three  others  not  8{>e-  with  coagulated  blood  ;  their  parietes  were 
cified.     No  death.  easily  toru,   and   were  visibly  gangrenous. 

Amputation  qf  the  Thutnl*. — 9  operations     The  external  iliac  artery  was  inflamed  and 
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oontractedi  as  was  also,  in  a  less  degree,  the  slept  tranquilly  for  several  hoars ;  his  poUe 

common    iliac,  ■  where    the    former    arises  was  natural,  his  urine  free,  and  of  a  h^thy 

from  it.  colour ;  the  bowels  were  not  open. 

On  Uie  19th  local  applications  were  em- 

Cure  of  an  Aneurim  of  the  posterior  Tibial  ployed,  with  emollient  clysters,  low  diet,  and 

Artery  by  amputatUm  of' the  Leg.  the  internal  use  of  barley-water  and  tama. 

A   major   of  artillery,    at   Elvas,    had  rinds.     There  was   no  motion  before  the 

had  an  enormous  tumor  for  three  years,  evening,  but  part  of  the  clyster  issued  from 

which  occupied  the  whole  circumference  of  hb  mouth,  a  proof  that  the  intestines  had 

the  upper  part  of  the  left  caH.     When  he  been  wounded.     In  the  evening,  inflamma- 

was  admitted  into  the  institution  at  Lisbon,  tory  irritation  of  the  wounds  and  fever  came 

an  aneurism  of  the  tibial  artery  was  distin-  on.    The  treatment  was  the  same ;  except 

guisbed  with  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  that  warm  and  emollient  poultices  were  used 

great  circumference,  and  the  degeneration  of  instead  of  the  cold  ones.     On  the  21st,  a 

the  parts.    The  degenerated  state  of  the  soft  small  slough  came  off  the  sores,  and  some 

parts  indicated  amputation  as  the  sole  re-  feces  and  gas  issued  forth.    On  the  evening 

medy.     He  was  first  subjected  to  a  prepara-  of  the  22d  the  natural  stool  was  scanty,  bat 

tory  course  suited  to  his  age  (50),. his  shat-  fsces  very  copiously  discharged  fit>m  the 

tered  constitution,  previous  heemoptysis,  and  mouth.  The  treatment  on  the  whole  was  the 

considerable  hypertrophy  of  the  heart.     It  same,  with  clysters  of  milk  and  water.     The 

consisted  of  abstraction  of  blood,  purgatives,  patient's  general  state  was  good, 
and  spare  diet.     Ten  days  after  his  admis-        On  the  25th  there  was  a  consultation  of 

sion  amputation  was  performed  above  the  the  surgeons,  in  which  some  proposed  inva- 

knee ;  and  the  patient  was  discharged,  com-  gination,  others  a  compressive  bandage.  Sig- 

pletely  cured,  in  six  weeks.  nor  Costa  thought  the  former  not  admis- 

On  dissecting  the  amputated  limb,  it  ap-  sible,  because  the  wound  was  too  deeply 

peared  that  the  posterior  tibial  artery  was  situated  in  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon ; 

the  seat  of  the  rupture ;  the  aneurismal  sac  and  the  latter  equally  inexpedient,  on  account 

was  filled  with  layers  of  solid  lymph,  and  had  of  the  continual  sloughing,  and  the  state  of 

fissures,  which  formed  smaller  sacs,  full  of  the    sores.    The    previous    treatment  was 

coagulated  blood.     The  tibia  and  fibula  had  therefore  continued.     On  the  evening  of  the 

entirely  shrunk  away  in  the  region  of  the  26th  a  considerable  slough  came  away,  and  the 

aneurism.    The  artery  was  ossified  around  sores  looked  clean.  Tents  of  charpie,  covered 

the  fissure.  with  spermaceti  ointment  and  oil  of  sweet 

Besides  this  one,  many  other  cases  of  almonds,)were  now  introduced  into  the  wound, 

aneurism  are  mentioned,  namely,  of  the  fe-  and  drawn  through  from  one  to  the  other, 

moral  artery  :  and,  with  one  exception,  they  avoiding  the  wound  in  the  intestines  as  much 

were  all  cured  by  ligature.     A  case  also  oc-  as  possible.     On  the  27th  there  were  two 

curred  of  dilatation  of  the  whole  venous  sys-  considerable  natural  evacuations,  and  none 

tem,  and  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  by  through  the  wounds ;   the  former  occurred 

gases,  which  were  collected  and  chemically  again    on    the    following  days,  and    some 

analysed.     A  report  on  the  subject  is  to  more     flatus     issued    from    the    wounds, 

follow.  When     the    sores    were    dressed    on    the 

evening  of  the  30th,  an  accumulation  of 

Gun-hhot  Wound  of  the  Abdomen^  with  injury  feces  was  perceived  at  the  posterior  one: 

of  the  Intestines,  cured  without  Opemtion,  by  this  occurred  again  several  times  up  to  the 

Signor  M,  J.  M.  Costa.  4th  of  December,  with  an  admixture  of  pus. 

A  robust  peasant,  aged  20,  on  the  18th  By  the  8th  cicatrization,  attended  by  a  dis- 

Novcmber,  1838,  was  wounded  by  a  gun  fired  chaise  of  healthy  pus,  had  made  cocsiderable 

dose  to  him,  so  that  foar  balls,  with  wad-  progress.     On    the    10th    of  January   the 

ding,  and  fragments  of  clothes,  entered  his  wounds  were  cicatrized,  and  all  the  natural 

body  about  an  inch  above  the  anterior  and  functions  were  in  good  order, 
superior  spinous  process  of  the  left  ilium,  [To  be  continoed.} 

and  came  out  close  to  the  left  transverse 

process  of  the  last  lumbar  vertebra.     An-  A  CASE  OF 

^^^.  ^f^^wilK*!^.  '^'^  ""!      PRESERVATION  OF  THE  HUMAN 
seen :  a  larger  one,  which  was  oblong ;  and 

a  smallerone,  which  was  round.  Thehsemor-  BODY  BY  THE  ACETATE  OF 

rhage  was  slight,  and  soon  stopped  without  ALUMINA, 

the  assistance  of  art.  n    t^.    *n  c  %«  n    tM.M  ^  i  l> 

After  the  fomgn  bodies  fa«l  been  removed  ^^^""^  ^-  »■*«'««.  M.D.,  Fbibdelphu. 

as  gently  as  possible,  the  wounds  were  covered  

with  compresses,  dipped  in  cold  water  and  As   the  process  of  embalming  the  human 

Aincgar.     During  the  first  night  the  patient  body,  for  the  purpose  of  transportation  or 
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long  prestfiration,  has  rarely  beeo  attempted  no  ice  used,  or  any  precaution  againat  the 

in  this  city,  (except  for  the  purpose  of  the  heat,  the  body  being  in  a  room  wi£h  little 

anatomist,)^  it  may    prove   interesting  and  circulation  of  air,  and  the  sun  shining  in  and 

useful  to  state  the  reitult  of  an  eiperiment  even  upon  the  body  several  hours  in  the 

recently  made.  morning. 

A  gentleman  from  Canada,  aged  64  years.         It  was  removed  next  day,7^ie8day.  During 

died  in  June  last  of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  its  transit,  it  was,  of  course,  exposed  to  great 

One  year  previous  he  weighed  208  pounds,  heat  from  the  sun,  the  weather  remaining 

and  at  his  death  about  140  pounds,  and  had  exceedingly  warm,  and  the  size  of  theincto»- 

beoome  very  much  infiltrated  with  water,  ing  box  preventing  it  being  well  covered. 

To  enable  his  family  to  take  him  home,  Dr.  It  arrived  at  home  on  Friday  afternoon,  the 

Wm.  R.  Grant,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  eighth  day  after  death.      The  appesrance 

of  Jefferson  College,  and  the  writer,  under-  upon  arrival  I  will  give  as  received  by  letter, 

took  to  preserve  the  body.     The  weather  "The  coffin  was  opened  at  4  o'clock  p.m,, 

was  very  sultry,  with  rain  and  sun  nearly  and  yon  would  have  been  much  pleased  to 

everyday.  have  seen  how  slight  a  change  had  taken 

He  died  at  6  o'clock  a.m.  on  Friday.    In  place  ;  none  whatever  in  the  fkoe,  unless  it 

the  afternoon  the  only  incision  that  was  was  a  little  thinner.    The  hand,  left  exposed 

permitted  by  the  family,  was  made  in  the  for  view,  was,  however,  less  beautiflil  than 

middle  of  the  abdomen,  and  large  injecting  when  you  saw  it,  having  become,  with  the 

tubes  were  placed  in  the  aorta  below  the  exception  of  tiie  fingers,  of  a  darkish  hue. 

superior  mesenteric  artery,  one  pointing  each  The  next  day  the  face  began  also  to  change 

way.     A  saturated  solution  of  corrosive  su-  in  colour."     There  was  a  slight  odour,  bnt 

blimate  in  alcohol  was  thrown  in,  a  quart  not  of  putrefaction,  or  any  other  indication 

upward  and  a  pint  downward,  and  the  body  of  such  a  change.    The  body  was  buried  on 

was  kept  damp  by  a  weaker  mixture.  Monday,  the  eleventh  day  after  death.    Hie 

We  next  day  injected  the  same  quantity  of  brown  colour  mentioned  was  from  mere 
a  saturated  solution  of  the  acetate  of  alumine,  desiccation  of  the  skin,  and  if  the  parts  had 
which  had  the  immediate  effect  of  giving  the  been  kept  moist,  the  colour  would  have  re- 
whole  body  a  manifest  rose  colour,  making  it  mained  white  and  natural, 
resemble  life  in  a  remarkable  degree.  The  The  sublimate  was  used  in  this  case  to 
face  and  hands  were  constantly  damp  with  make  the  result  more  certain  (although 
the  solution,  and  the  body  frequently  washed  perhaps  unnecessary,)  the  time  required  for 
with  it.  preservation  being  long,  the  weather  exceed- 

The  next  day,  Sunday,  being  an  exceed-  ingly  warm,  and  the  subject  a  bad  one»  from 

ingly  hot  day,  there  was  a  green  stripe  the  the  great  infiltration  of  water  through  all  the 

whole  length  of  the  fibula  of  one  side,  and  a  celliHar  membranes.    Whether  the  delicate 

similar  spot  upon  the  ribs,  with  vesications  rose  colour,  so  perceptible  upon  the  surfooe, 

on  several  parts  of  the  body,  but  no  odour  arose  from  the  chemical  action  between  the 

or  other  indications  of  putrefaction.     The  two  injected  fluids,  is  not  known,  but  it  oer- 

nsual  blue  effusion  of  blood  along  the  back  tainly  added  much  to  tl^  natural  appearance 

and  under  parts  had  changed  to  a  bright  red,  of  the  body. — Philadelphia  Medical  Bxa" 

which  remained  to  the  last.    We  again  in-  mlmr. 

jected  nearly    the  same    quantity  of   the  — 

aluminoiu,  solution  frith  sufficient  force  to         aSTLEY  COOPER'S  DEBUT  IN 
distend  the  arteries  of  the  forehead,  during  •  cTTnri?pv 
which  operation  the  green  stripes  upon  the                             SURGERY, 
leg  and  ribs  changed  to  a  light  brown,  which  -^^ 
colour  they  retained  until  &e  body  was  sent  It  is  one  of  those  unaccountable  occurrences 
away.     On  Monday  a  pint  of  the  solution  in  which  an  individual,  by  a  single  action, 
was  injected,  the  tubes  removed,  the  aorta  seems  to  display  an  intuitive  knowledge  of 
well  secured,  and  the  abdomen  closed,  and  a  principle  which  it  has  taken  others,  in  the 
at  9  P.M.  the  body  was  placed  in  a  coffin,  progress  of  sdenoe,  years  to  arrive  at ;  and, 
with  cotton  wadding  dipped  in  alcohol  around  in  this  instance,  seems  to  jostify  the  appli- 
the  face  and  hands.     The  joints  were  all  cation  to  the  suigeon — of  the  observation 
perfiectly  flexible ;  the  skin  of  the  limbs  and  usually  applied  only  to  the  poet — **  Nasdtor, 
body  was  so  like  life,  that,  ftfxmi  appearances,  non  fit."    The  drcamstance  we  are  about 
no  one  would  have  believed  them  dead,  the  to  mention  is,  at  first  sight,  but  little  re- 
hands  more  particularly,  the  skin  of  which  markable ;  but  assumes  considerable  interest 
was  very  soft,  and  the  fingers  were  beauti-  when  we  reflect  on  the  train  of  reasoning 
fully  tinted  with  a  bright  rose  colour,  as  were  which  must  have,  although  perhaps  insen- 
also  the  convolutions  of  the  ears.     The  face  sibly,  passed  through  the  mind  of  Astley 
was  less  natural,  having  shrivelled  from  the  Cooper,  before  he  could  possibly  have  ar- 
constant  contact  of  the  solution.    There  was  rived  at  the  conclusion  on  which  he  acted. 
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The  occasion  to  which  these  remarks  relate  case  fairly  before  her  lihysician.     Under  hi* 
was  th€  following : —  treatment  the  leucorrhoea  was,  I  believe,  ea- 
We  have  already  mentioned  the  circum-  tirelycnred,  and  the  prolapsus  remedied  by 
stance  of  Astley  Cooper's  being  nursed  by  a  means  of  a  supporter,  which  has  been  worn 
foster  mother,  Mrs.  Love.     A  sou  of  this  up  to  the  present  time.     It  does  not  appear, 
person,  somewhat  older  than  Astley  Cooper,  however,  that  the  catamenia  were  ever  re- 
had  been  ordered  by  his  father  to  convey  established ;  at  any  rate  they  have  not  op- 
some  coals  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Castell,  the  peared  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  and 
vicar,  and  while  on  the  road,  by  some  acci-  the  patient,  naturally  of  what  is  aometimea 
dent  the  poor  lad  fell  down  in  front  of  the  called  the  ''nervous''  temperament,  has  of 
cart,  one  wheel  of  which,  before  he  could  late  years  laboured  under  excessive  nervous 
recover  himself,  passed  over  his  thigh,  and,  impressibility.    Some  six  or  eight  years  since 
among  other  injuries,  caused  the  laceration  she  b^an  to  suffer  much  from  the  freqnent 
of  its  principal  artery.    The  unfortunate  recurrence,   in  the  prsecordial  region,  of  a 
boy,  paraljrzed  by  the  shock  of  the  accident,  pain  very  much  resembling  the  pain  of  that 
and  sinking  under  the  loss  of  blood, — the  anomalous  disease,  "  angina  pectoris."  This 
flow  of  which  was  attempted  to  be  stopped  being  attended  with  dyspnoea,  considerable 
by  the  pressure  of  handkerchiefs  applied  to  ascites,  &c.,   she  was  attended  by  several 
the  part  only,  —  was  carried,  almost  ex-  physicians  in  turn,  and  treated  for  pericarditis, 
hausted,  to  his  home,  where  Astley  Ccoper,  **  dropsy  of  the  heart,"  &c.,  under  all  which 
having  heard  of  the   accidimt   which   had  no   material    amendment    was   perceptible, 
befallen  his  foster-brother,  almost  imme-  These  spasms  of  pain  becoming  considerably 
diately  afterwards  arrived.     The    bleeding  aggravated,  and  being  attended  with  consi- 
was  continuing,  or,  probably  having  for  a  derabie  determination  of  blood  to  the  head, 
time  ceased,  had  broken  out  afresh.   All  was  at  such  times  as  the  catamenial  evacuation 
alarm  and  confusion,  —  when  the  young,  should    naturally  have   occurred,  monthly 
Astley,  in  the  midst  of  the  distressing  scene,*  venesection  was  resorted  to  about  two  years 
alone  capable  of  deliberating,  and  perceiving  since,  and  at  the  time  of  my  ac<£uaintance 
the  necessity  of  instantly  preventing  further  with  the  patient — about  one  year  ago — ^had 
loss  of  blood,  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  become  an  established  habit.    These  monthly 
encircle  the  limb  with  his  pocket  handker-  bleedings  being  undoubtedly  injurious    in 
chief  above  the  wound,  and  afterwards  to  their  ultimate  effects  upon  persons  of  such 
bind  it  round  so  tightly,  that  it  acted  as  a  nervous  impressibility,  I  am  trying  to  dis- 
ligatore  upon  the  wounded  vessel,  and  stopped  continue  them,  and  procure  relief  by  the  use 
the  bleeding.     To  these  means  his  foster-  of  other  means. 

brother  owed  a  prolongation  of  life  until  the        With  these  prelimmaries,  I  come  now  to 

arrival  of  the  surgeon  who  had  been  sent  for  the  facts  from  which  I  think  the  case  derives 

from  London. — Life  qf  isir  A.  Cooper,  its  chief  interest.     The  patient  seems  for 

some  time  previous  to  have  suffered  much 

from  pain  in  the  left  iliac  region,  but  it  was 

CASE  OF  only  about  two  years  ago — at  which  time  she 

ANOMALOUS  PERIODICAL  OVA.  f  ^""Htf^-tSlTI 'Zrr'T^ 

RIAN  TUMOR.  vered,  evidently  rising  from   the   left  iliac 

li^n  ^  «r  m.  ^  region,  and  occupying  at  least  one-half  of 

By  Charlbs  O.  Waters,  M.D.  the  abdominal  cavity.     It  is  not  probable  it 

had  attained  this  size  in  a  very  short  space 

M-o   \f  .-^    K     .^o       .      J      .  o'^»me-     The  breasts  of  the  patient  were 

Mrs.  M ,  aged  about  43,  enjoyed  umn-  enUrged,  indui-ated,  and  very  painful,  par- 

terrupted  good  health  tiU  about  the  18th  ticularly   ths  left,  and  she  had  very  m\ich 

year  of  her  age,  when  great  menstrual  de-  the  api^arance  of  a  woman  far  advanced  in 

rangeDM^  pregnancy.     I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to 

supervened.    This   derangement  seems    to  state  the  particular  course  of  treatment  to 

have  onpnated  from  sea-bathing,  daring  the  which  the  patient  was  then  subjected,  but 

period  of  the  catamenial  discharge  and  at  mercurials  md  the  various  preparXM  of 

other  times.    The  patient,  from  a  feeUng  of  iodine  were  used  both  internS%  ^  «lr. 

deUcacy  too  common  m  such  cases,  kept  her  naUy.     Diureties  and  oathartii   weiT^ 

Iw^IftTuS^lX     '  "^"^-  f  ^'^^^''  «<*'"i^"t«^«l.  andastrictcourseofStand 

About  this  time  she  was  married,  and  it  was  regimen  entered  upon 

SmoTh.!f «  *  !«"  ft';  ^f , ''''™  1°*"         "^^^^^^^  "  ^  '««»t  '^  ^^^  treatment  adopt- 

^^\^y^V^^^^^^^l^^^^^^^<^^^  ed  or  not  I  am  unable  to  say,  but  about  two 

wb^  followed  soon  upon  the  menstrual  de-  months  afterwanls  there  oi^urred,  tria  Z- 

^S^^hL"'^''"*  ^f^'  attended  with  ^,W,  asudden  and  profuse  dis^^e^'^ 

considerable  prolapsus  uten,   she  laid  her  thick,  yellowish,  and  ropy  substance/' filling 
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two  ordinary  chamber  vessels.    The  tumor,  with  the  same  severe  symptoms  as  marked 

as  examination  showed,  disappeared  dnring  its  former  growth,  until  about  the  15th  of 

this  discharge;  and  after  its  cessation,  the  last  month,  (July,  1842,)  when,  while  the 

left  ovary  could  be  felt  nearly  in  its  usual  patient  was  under  the  effects  of  a  cathartic 

place,  and  about  the  size  of  a  common  but-  of  gamboge  and  jalap,  a  third  discharge  oc- 

temut.     This  was  in  the  fall  of  1840.  curred  tia  recti  et  vaginae.    The   matter 

During  the  winter  the  patient  was  tole-  now  discharged  very  much  resembled  that 

rably  comfortable  ander  the  use  of  the  hy-  formerly  passed  in  the  same  manner,  but  was 

driodate  of  potash,  laxatives,  and  diuretics.  much  more  oflensive — so  much  so  that  I 

The  ensuing  summer  was  spent  mainly  in  never  saw  it — and  was  about  the  same  in 

the  city  of  Troy ;  and  in  the  month  of  Sep-  quantity.    The  patient,  for  four  or  five  days 

tember,  1841,  she  came  under  my  medical  after,  complained  of  a  continual  **  gurgling" 

care — ill  health  having  compelled  her  former  sensation  in  the  bowels,  and  twice  threw  from 

attendant  to  retire  from  practice.     The  ova-  the  stomach  matter  resembling,  as  she  said, 

rian  tumor  had  now  nearly  regained  its  usual  that  just  passed  from  the  rectum  and  vagina. 

size  ;  her  breasts  were  swollen  and  painful ;  For  two  consecutive  days — ^and  no  longer, 

her  stomach   was  very  irritable  ;   appetite  though  the  weather  was  very  warm — a  heal- 

poor ;  considerable  anasarca,  and  much  func-  thy  perspiration  made  its  appearance — acir- 

tional  derangement  of  the  heart,  though  no  cumstance  before  unknown  for  teA  whole 

evidence,  upon  auscultation,  of  organic  dis-  years.     The  patient  is  now  able  to  move 

ease  of  that  organ.     Hie  tumor  was  very  about  and  attend  to  her  domestic  duties — not 

painful,  which,  aggravating  the  previous  ner-  very  arduous,  as  she  has  never  been  preg- 

vous  irritability,  gave  the  patient  but  little  nant. 

rest  night  or  day.     I  commenced  the  use  of  She  complains  of  considerable  pain  over 

the  following  prescription  :—  the  left  ovary,  which  can  be  felt  in  its  usual 

»     D  1       n       \.  ^    t.r.  .  P„!»    n«;;  situation.    This  pain   seems  materially  re- 

^.   Pulv.    Camphor«,  .3.8  ;  Pulv.  Opn,  Un^entum  Ext.  BeUadonnas. 

3j.  i  Ung.  Ilydrargyri  Fort ,  ^y • ;  lo-  ^J^^  ,^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^  „^, 

dmi,  3j.  ;  Axungiae,  51J. ;  Ung.  fiat.  !«**««,«* 

U.e  t^o  or  three  times  -day  «poa  the  t».  ""^owe^tor ,  jmtoe  weA,  Unguid,  «ld 

mor.     Also,                                      ri,w;j  at  times  remitting.     There  is  at  present  also 

^.   Gambogiie,  gr.   vj. ;    Mit    Chlond  ^^^^^^^le  pain  down  the  left  limb,  at. 

Hyd..  gr.  J. ;  Jalap«,  gr.  iv.     To  be  ^^^^^  ^,^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^,  ^^ 

taken  every  other  day.  p^^^^p^  j  ^.^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^ 

Under  this  treatment  the  tumor  enlarged  days  before  the  last  disappearance  of  the 

but  little,  if  any,  but  still  continaed  painfiil.  tumor  the  pain  from  it  was  considerably  in- 

The  purgative  mixture  was  continued  about  creased  during  and  after  the  passage  of  urine, 

ten  days,  when  anodynes  were  resorted  to  Was  this  occasioned  by  the  withdrawal  of 

more  freely— the  bowels  being  kept  open  hy  the  support  afforded  to  the  tumor  by  a  dia- 

the  use  of  Sulph.  Magn.  and  Bi-Tart.  Pot.  tended  vesica  urinaria  ? 

The  external  application  was  continued.  Sach  is  the  history  of  the  case,  given  as 

About  the  tenth  day  the  purgative  mix-  briefly  as  possible.     The  question  suggests 

ture  was  repeated,  and  on  the  ensuing  night  itself.  Can  any  means  relieve  this  patient,  by 

a  second  discharge  occurred,  by  way  of  both  preventing  the  re-appearance  of  this  tumor  ? 

vagina  and  rectum — similar  in  every  respect  Upon  this  point  I  would  invite  the  opinions 

to  the  matter  first  discharged,  but  somewhat  ©f  the  profession. — Phiiadelpkia  Medical 

less  in  quantity.    The  change  in  the  personal  Examiner. 

appearance  of  the  patient  was  surprising.     I     . . 

now  commenced  the  use  of  eutrophics—  bONE-SETTING    EXTRAORDINARY. 

other  than  the  preparations  of  iodine — for  

the  purpose  of  restoring  tone  to  the  system 

generally;  and  of  diuretics,  to  reduce  the  At  the  vUlage  of Warmington,  in  the  county 

ascites  and  anasarca.  of  Warwick,  but  in  the  Poor-Law  Union  of 

Under  the  use  of  these  the  patient's  health,  Banbury,  an  aged  pauper  met  with  his  death 

up  to  the  month  of  April  last,  was  better  under  circumstances  which  can  be  well  nn- 

than  it  had  been  for  many  years  before.  The  derstood  from  a  breviate  of  the  proceedings 

pnecordial  pain  still,  however,  continued,  upon  the  Coroner's  inquest, 

and  was  relieved  as  before  mentioned,  and  I  The  inquest  was  taken  by  a  Jury,  before 

had  strong  hopes  that  our  old  acquaintance,  George  Cattel  Greenaway,  Esq.,  one  of  the 

the  tumor,  had  disappeared  for  ever.  At  that  Warwickshire  Coroners,  on  the  3 1st  ult. 

time,  however,  the  pain  in  the  left  iliac  re-  Hannah  Coleman,  wife  of  John  Coleman, 

gion  returned,  and,  after  a  short  time,  1  per-  stated  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  John 

ceived  the  left  ovary  enhirging  for  the  third  Horslcy  ;  his  age  was  76,  and  they  lived  in 

time.    This  it  continued  to  do,  attended  the  same  house ;  he  was  half  childish. 


$74  BRIGHT'S  KIDNEY. 

John  Coleman,  the  hiuband,  proved  that    coroner,  returned  a  verdict  of  '*  Acoideiitai 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Tuesday,    death/' — Banlmrjf  Gtuirdian, 

the  20th  of  December,  he  found  the  deoeaaed 

under  deeeaaed's  bed-room  window,  much  FOREIGN  BODY   IN  THE  EAR 

hurt;  the  window  waa  twelve  feet  from  the  ci?vi7-n7  waqg 

ground,  and  deceased  had  fallen  from  it.  bU* VJSJN   1  ILAK&. 

The  witness  applied  to  Mr.  Wyatt,  the  Over- 

seer,  who  recommended  that  Mr.  Wise,  a  Durino  the  latter  part  of  last  January,  I 
surgeon,  of  Banbury,  ahonld  be  sent  for,  but  was  called  to  examine  a  girl,  about  thirteen 
witness  did  not  think  it  necessary,  and  the  yeara  old,  who  complained  of  pain  and 
following  day  Mr.  Wise  called.  The  witness  deaftieas,  with  occasional  annoying  sounds  in 
was  not  aware  the  deceased  had  sustained  a  one  ear.  From  the  closest  inquiry  into  the 
fracture  of  the  thigh,  until  informed  of  it  by  history  of  the  case,  I  could  learn  nothing 
Mr.  Wise.  which  gave  the  least  explanation  of  these 

Mr.  Robert  Stanton  Wise,  the  surgeon  symptoms,  except  that,  on  reflection,  her 
referred  to,  stated,  that  hearing  of  the  acci-  mother  remembered  being  alarmed  by  the 
dent,  witness  called  mi  the  deceased,  when  child  coming  to  her,  when  she  was  about 
he  found  his  left  thigh  considerably  swollen,  atx  years  old,  and  telling  her  that  abe  had 
and  broken  about  the  middle^  (the  fracture  got  a  grain  of  coffee  in  her  ear.  Not  having 
being  m  simple  one)  and  he  had  sustained  the  aid  of  bright  sunshine,  I  could  not  make 
varioua  other  injuries  on  the  leg  and  body ;  a  satisfactory  examination,  although  I 
bnt  there  waa  no  external  wound  on  Uie  discovered  a  dark  substance,  which  I  sap- 
thigh.  The  witness  placed  the  limb  in  a  posed  to  be  inspissated  oenunco,  lying  ap- 
proper  position,  and  ordered  the  patient  to  parently  upon  the  tympanum.  I  therefore 
be  kept  quiet.  Witness  visited  the  patient  syringed|the  ear  with  warm  water  and  Castile 
on  Friday  morning,  the  23rd  instant.  In  soap.  On  throsring  in  about  the  third 
reply  to  a  qneation  from  the  Coroner,  en-  syringefiil  with  some  force,  a  black-looking 
quiring  why  Mr.  Wise  had  not  visited  his  substance  shot  into  the  basin,  which  on 
patient  on  Thursday,  he  explained  that  he  examination  proved  beyond  doubt  to  be  half 
did  not  consider  it  necessary,  and  thought  of  a  coffee  grain.  She  has  been  ever  since 
him  in  no  immediate  danger.  Mr.  Wise  entirely  free  from  any  unpleasant  feeUng  in 
went  on  to  state,  that  on  attending  on  Friday  the  ear,  and  has  recovered  her  hearing, 
morning  at  the  house  of  the  patient,  with  It  is  stated  in  various  Joumab,  that 
splints,  bandages,  &c.,  he  was  informed  by  Carpenter  has  successfully  employed  cold 
one  of  the  farmers  of  the  parish,  that  there  water  injection,  for  the  removal  of  foreign 
had  been  a  meeting  of  the  parish  that  hoAxes  from  the  tax, ^Philadelphia  Medical 
morning,  and  that  they  had  determined  to  Examiner, 
place  tte  patient  nnder  the  "  Bone-setter."    

Hannah  Coleman,  on  further  examination,  BRIGHT'S  Kl  DNEY. 

stated    that    Mr.   Matthews,  the   "  Bone-  

J^**?:*!.  ^71  "^  *'  patient  on  Saturday,     Urin  a  Apparently  Normal.— Dr.  Graves 

J^?  °^  December,  and  he  «iw  him  daily  ^id  before  the  Society*  two  kidneys  from  a 
nntU  his  death  ;  he  directed  the  limb  to  be  „»„  named  Connell,  »t.  50.  of  intoxicated 
poulticed.  A  wound  first  appeared  on  the  habits,  who  had  died  of  consumption  and 
front  of  the  thigh  on  Sunday,  the  25th,  and  dropsy  in  the  Meath  Hospital.  Of  these 
the  bone  first  protruded  through  the  wound  the  right  was  of  the  natural  sise,  and  on  being 
on  Tuesdsy,  the  27th :  the  patient  gradually  cut  into  appeared  pale  and  granular.  The 
sunk,  and  died  on  Thursday  evening,  the  other  was  one  of  the  best  specimens  he  bad 
29th.  After  Mr.  Wise  had,  in  such  a  ever  seen  of  what  is  designated  Brights 
manner,  been  informed  that  the  parish  had  Sidney.  It  was  hard  and  very  small ;  the 
employed  the  "  Bone-setter,"  he  reUred,  capsule  came  off  readily,  and  the  surface  of 
and  did  not  agam  attend.  ^         ,     ^  the  kidney  then  appeared  rough  and  nodu- 

In  answer  to  questions  from  Uie  Coroner,  lated,  indicating  the  latter  and  more  con- 
as  to  the  cause  of  death,  Mr.  Wise,  judging  firmed  stages  of  the  disease.  There  had  been 
from  What  be  had  aeen  and  heard,  distinctly  ^^g  examinations  made  of  the  urine  while  he 
atated  the  man  s  death  was  occasioned  by  the  y,^  j„  the  hospital.  It  was  ascertained  to 
fall  from  the  window,  accelerated  by  the  be  healthy,  and  had  no  trace  of  albumen, 
simple  fiwcture  be^g  converted  into  a  com-  xhis  coincided  with  observations  made  by 
pound  fracture,  from  the  want  of  proper  Dr.  Graves  in  some  other  case*.  Dr.  G. 
surgjcal  treatment  and  attendance,  and  which  objected  to  Uie  doctrines  of  Raver,  a^  incon- 
would  not  have  been  the  case  had  he  been    g^jtent  with  pathology.     Raver  had  asserted 

^H  li-?*  *^'"  ""^  '  regularly  educated  and    that  there  is  an  albuminous  nephritis,  which 
qualified  suigeon .  ! !_ 

The  jury,  after  a  brief  charge  from  the  *  The  Pathological  Society  of  Dablin. 
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is  onty  difltiDgiushable  by  lymptoins  from  bias  to  the  statements  which  I  made  in  my 

common  nephritis.    Bat  this  was  inconsistent  work    upon  the   Medical  Institutions  and 

with  cases  Dr.  G.  had  observed.     Symptoms  Practice  of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany.* 
of  disease  might  be  explained,  by  reference        It  will  be  seen,  on  referring  to  my  notes, 

to  structural  changes,    but  these  changes  that  I  did  justice  to  the  excellence  of  the 

were  not  to  be  explained  by  reference  to  Dutch  Anatomical   and  Pathological   Mu* 

symptoms.  seums ;  but  as  regards  hospital  organization 

Dropsy. — Dr.  Corrigan*8aid,  that  the'spe-  and  practice,  the  little  which  Mr.  Hamilton 

cimens  which  he  had  now  to  lay  before  the  has  advanced  conveys  an  unfavourable  im« 

Society,  were  taken  from  the  body  of  a  man  pression  of  them.    Thus,  with  reference  to 

of  broken  downoonstitution,  who hadlaboured  the  Town   Hospital  of  Amsterdam,  he  is 

under  dropsy,  connected  with  that  state  of  '*  greatly  astonished  at  the  immense  number 

the  kidney  which  is  denominated   Bright's  of  beds  set  closely  together  in  the  same  ward 

Disease.     The  surface  of  the  kidney  was  yet  crowded  to  great  excess,"  and  refers  to  the 

smooth,  its  substance  was  yellow,  and  had  remarks  of  Professor  Graham  as  to  the  fatal 

no  tendency  to  contract ;  it  was  analogous  to  consequences  likely  to  result ;  and  in  speaking 

the  pale  yellow  liver,  and  it  was  evident  that  of  the  high  and  bare  roofis  in  the  hospital,  he 

this  was  not  the  first  state  of  the  contracted  notices  the  circumstance    of  the  swallows 

kidney.    The  liver  appeared  to  be  undergoing  Hying  about  in   the  wards  in  considerable 

a  similar  change  of  structure,  and  externally  numbers,   and  of  the  beds  touching  each 

there  was  a  deposit  of  lymph  upon  it.  other,  respecting  which  the  Physician  had 

In  this  case  the  urine  had  been  slightly  appealed  to  the  ruling  authorities  without 

albuminous.     It  had  been  observed,  that  the  effect ;  concluding  his  notice  with  the  obser- 

quantity  of  albumen  is  greatest  in  the  early  vation — '*The  crowding  of  this  institution 

stages,  and  diminishes  as  the  disease  proceeds,  struck  me  as  greater  than  in  the  other;" 

The  very  low  specific  gravity  of  the  urine,  while  it  seems  that  at  Leyden  he  made  no 

ranging  from  1001  to  1005,  indicating  the  attempt  to  enter  the  hospital ;  had  he  done 

presence  of  but  one-twelfth  of  its  usual  solid  so,  he  might  have  experienced  similar  ob 

ingredients,  shewed  that  the  disease  was  of  stacles  to  those  which  I  met  with, 
the  worst  and  most  fatal  form.  —  Dublin  I  am,  sir, 

JountaL  Your  obedient  servant, 

' Edwin  Lbb. 

DUTCH  MEDICAL  INSTITUTIONS.         Brighton,  January  7, 1848. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazelle.  POOR  LAW  COMMISSIONERS   AND 

Sir,  SCOTCH  DIPLOMAS. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  remarks  of  Mr.  

Hamilton  upon  some  of  the  Medical  Insti-  ^y,  ^^  g^^  ^^j^^  Medical  Gazette. 
tutions  of  Holland  (wbich  I  have  read  m 

this  day's  number  of  the  Gazette,)  so  far  Sib, 

from  presenting,  what  I  should  have  been  Pbrmit  me  to  remind  your  correspondent 
glad  to  see,  s  more  favourable  account  of  E.  M.  R.  (page  432),  that  Article  5  of  the 
these  Institutions,  rather  tend  to  confirm  Medical  Order,  profides  for  the  retention  in 
the  opinion  which  I  allowed  myself  to  ex-  office  of  duly  licensed  medical  men  already 
press  as  to  the  backwardness  of  the  medical  in  the  employ  of  Boards  of  Guardians,  with- 
sciences,  from  what  I  was  able  to  perceive  out  possessing  a  qualification  under  Articled. 
in  the  course  of  a  short  visit  to  that  country.  The  following  case  speaks  volumes  as  to 
and  which  opinion  is  corroborated  by  other  the  steady  persistence  of  the  Commissioners 
visiton.  Indeed  ,Dr.  Varrentrapp  expresses  in  the  execution  of  their  plan,  without  fear 
himself  in  stronger  terms  than  those  which  or  favour ;  and  makes  it  in  the  highest  de- 
I  have  quoted  from  his  work  with  reference  gree  improbable  that  the  newspaper  state- 
to  the  disgraceful  state  of  the  General  Hos-  naent  referred  to  by  E.  M.  R.  is  correct, 
pitalat  Leyden  at  the  time  of  his  visit.  That  A  licentiate  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
Mr.  Hamilton  should  have  experienced  much  Edinburgh,  and  of  the  Apothecaries' 
courtesy  and  civUity  from  individual  Profes-  Company,  London,  who  had  been  no 
sors  I  can  readily  believe,  having  myself  met  otherwise  known  to  the  Commission- 
with  every  attenUon  and  facility  io  my  in-  ers  than  as  having  addressed  to  them 
quiries  during  several  years  into  the  state  of  *n  earnest  remonstrance  on  the  injustice 
the  Continental  hospitals  and  practice,  and  and  illegality  of  their  qualification  clause, 
though  gratefully  acknowledging  such  attcn-  was  lately  elected  a  medical  officer  in  a  union 

tions,  I  should  not  have  thought  myself  jus-       ^  ^  .     , ,    .,^.       -    . ,  .     ...  .^ 

«:a^    _u:i.  ...^£^.;«»  ♦*%    ^..  «  ^^Jl^f  *  h  new  and  enlarired  edition  of  which  will  ap- 

tified,  while  professmg  to    give  a  correct  pe^r  in  a  few   days ;  with  a  parallel  betwm 

aocoimt,  m  allowmg  them  to  impart  an  undue  English  and  Foreign  Medicine  and  Suigery. 
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tieftr  London.  TVo  dajrs  afterwards,  an 
apothecary  in  the  neighhourhood,  who  had 
previously  held  no  diploma  in  surgery,  pro- 
cared  that  of  the  London  College,  and  wrote 
to  the  Commissioners  protesting  against  the 
appointment  of  the  Edinburgh  surgeon, 
while  there  was  any  double  English  practi- 
tioner (e.ff.  MfMetf)  disposed  to  take  office. 
The  Commissioners,  however,  on  ascertain- 
ing that  at  the  time  of  election  there  was  no 
candidate  whatever  but  the  gentleman  who 
was  actually  chosen,  confirmed  his  appoint- 
ment, and  as  if  to- shew  their  entire  freedom 
from  any  personal  or  national  prejudice, 
volunteered  a  remark  that  they  thought  the 
salary  proposed  for  him  rather  low. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  on 
the  re-enactment  of  the  Poor  Law  in  the 
approaching  Session  of  Parliament,  the 
recent  Medical  Order  will  be  for  the  most 
part,  if  not  entirely,  superseded ;  and  in  the 
meanwhile,  all  who  have  any  experience  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners  will 
quietly  and  confidently  rely  on  tiieir  acting 
strictly  according  to  the  principles  they  have 
in  the  exerdse  of  their  best  judgment 
adopted. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

.      EoiNBUaOO-LONDIKSNSIS. 

Jan.  6, 1643. 

HANWELL  ASYLUM. 

To  the  Editor  t^fthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Stb, 
Your  interesting  review  of  Dr.  ConoUy's 
admirable  report  of  Hanwell  Asylum  tempts 
me  to  trouble  you  with  a  fact,  which,  from 
its  affordmg  the  strongest  evidence  of  the 
perfection  of  Dr.  ConoUy's  humane  system, 
will,  I  think,  prove  interesting  to  your 
readers. 

At  1 1  o'clock  at  night,  on  Saturday,  the 
5th  of  November,  I  visited  the  wards  of  the 
Asylum  with  Dr.  ConoUy.  There  were  then, 
I  believe,  exactly  948  patients  in  the  house, 
and  not  one  of  them  under  personal  restraint. 
We  went  into  every  ward,  and,  with  the 
following  exceptions,  there  was  not  a  sound 
to  be  heard.  Two  women,  each  in  different 
parts  of  the  house,  were  chaunting  or  singing 
in  a  low  tone,  just  audible;  a  third  was 
talking  violently,  but  ceased  before  we  left 
the  ward ;  and  one  man  made  use  of  a  vio- 
lent expression  as  we  ))assed  him.  To  me 
it  is  perfectly  astounding  that  such  a  death- 
like stillness  should  reign  in  a  house  con- 
taining nearly  a  thousand  lunatics.  I  shall 
never  forget  the  impression  it  made,  and  the 
reflections  it  gave  rise  to  in  my  mind. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Samurl  Solly. 
St.  Helen's  Place. 
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A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  December  31,  1842. 

Small  Fox 4 

Measles 45 

Scarlatina  S5 

Hooping  Cougfh  31 

Cronp  ! 8 

Thrush    6 

Diarrhcpa 3 

Dysentery  3 

Cholera    2 

Influenza s 

Typhus    30 

Erysipelas 6 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  137 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    314 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  86 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    63 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 13 

Childbed 9 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 2 

Rheumatism 6 

Diseasesof  Joints,ftc 3 

Ulcer    1 

FistuU   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c i 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 182 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay S5 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     49 

Causes  not  specified  19 

Deaths  tnm  all  Causes lOOt 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51°  37'  32"iNr. 
Longitude  0°  3' 61"  FT.  of  Greenwich. 


Jan,  1B4S. 

TflBaMOMBTBR. 

Baromstxr 

"Wednesday 
Thursday  . 
Friday .  .  . 
Saturday   . 
Sunday   .  . 
Alonday  .  . 
Tuesclay    . 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

fh>m  80  to  43 
80      89 

29  40 

30  45 
SO      43 
aO      41 
33      41 

1^ 20*83  to  29W 
29-72       29*93 
30*03        29-90 
99-80        29*78 
29*78       26-88 
29*89        29*24 
28*85        28*99 

Wind,  S.  and  N.W.  on  the  4th ;  S.W.  and  N.W. 
on  the  5th ;  N.W.  and  W.  by  S.  on  the  (Jth,  since 
S.W. 

Weather  very  chang^eable,  with  frequent,  and 
at  times,  heavy  rain. 

Rain  fallen,  '605  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 


Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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EXTRA-LIMITES. 


ON  E\RLY  CORPORA  LUTEA,  biHcalis,  unnion,  nor  chorion,  tbat  this  mnr- 

IN  ANSWER  TO  DH.  LBE.  ^'^  ''°°'¥"  '"   ^^S^S  ^"*, j""'   ■*« 

was  an  adiuteress.    Not  only  is  the  preg- 
nancy  considered  a  fact  of  absolute  certainty, 

To  m  Editor  i^tMe  Medical  GczetU.  *>"?^  ^.  "*  '^  °^  "~*  ^  »*1°T"°'' 

^  which  does  not  present  one  of  the  charac- 

^'**  teristics  of  a  tme  corpus  luteum,  into  the 

In  the  number  of  your  journal  for  Dec.  9,  composition  of  which  there  does  not  enter 

I  was  induced  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  one  particle  of  yellow  matter,  is  described  as 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  early  corpora  a  corpus  luteum  a  very  short  time  after  the 

lutea,  in  answer  to  sooie  criticisms  of  Dr.  rupture  of  the  Graafian  vesicle  and  escape  of 

Lee.  the  ovule." 

In  that  letter  I  took  occasion  to  show  This  all  appears  very  plausible.   No  ovum 

that  the  corpora  lutea  which  I  have  described  nor  vestige  of  an  ovum  was  found,  but  the 

corresponded  precisely  to  the  description  uterus  was  enlarged,  and  ocmtained  a  charac- 

<»f  the  true  body  as  given  by  Dr.  Lee  him-  teristic  decidual  membrane ;  the  ovary  was 

self,  and  that  their  true  nature  was  further  enlarged,  and  presented  externally  a  promi- 

bome  out  by  the  testimony  of  the  uterus  of  nent  purple-coloured  body, 

one  and  all  of  the  cases  containing  a  true  Dr.  Lee,  in  his  laudable  zeal  for  the 

deddua,  which  decidua  possesses  the  micro-  character  of  this  lamplighter's  wife,  says  that 

scopic  structure  and  other  marks  recently  this  purple  coloured  body  was  nothing  but 

pointed  out  by  Waller  in  Germany,  and  a  clot  of  blood;  and,  strange  as  it  may 

Sharpey  and  others  in  this  country,  as  being  appear,  althou^  he  has  nearly  quoted  the 

characteristic  of  this  structure.  whole  case,  he  leaves  out  the  most  important 

My  attention,  however,  has  again  been  sentence  (at  least   as  regards  the  corpus 

called  to  Dr.  Lee's  rejoinder,  published  in  luteum),  vis.  the  description  of  the  section 

your  journal  for  December  16,  which  letter  of  the  ovary.   I  shall  leave  you,  Mr.  EkUtor, 

I  am  only  induced  to  take  notice  of  that  my  and  your  readers,  to  judge  what  can  have 

silence  may  not  be  construed  into  acqui-  been  Dr.  Lee's  object  in  quoting  the  whole 

esoence  in  Dr.  Lee's  conclusions— oondu-  case  and  omitting  the  following  most  im- 

sions  which  I  shall  show  can  alone  be  arrived  portant  sentence.     "  The  external  margin  of 

at  from  a  perverted  aceount  of  the  case  to  the  section  of  the  corpus  luteum  was  of  an 

which  he  refers.  intensely  dark  colour,  thicker,  howerer,  on 

Dr.  Lee's  letter  refers  to  three  points,  one  side  than  on  the  other.    The  internal 

which  it  is  necessary  for  me  very  shmtly  to  membrane,  which  was  of  a  bluish  colour,  and 

notice.  partially  filled  with  blood,  was  irregular  in 

First,  the  true  or  false  nature  of  the  its  shape,  and  between  it  and  the  dark 

corpus  luteom  which  was  found  in  the  ovaiy  external   margin  fonnerly  mentioned   the 

of  the  bmplighter's  wife.  substance  vras  of   a  brighter  red  colour, 

Second,  the  true   state    of   the  corpus  having  dark  stris  or  folds  numiug  through  it. 

luteum  represented  at  fig.  4  of  my  paper.  After  immersion  in  spirite,  these  stri«  as- 

And  third,  the  value  of  the  structure  which  sumed  a  yellow  colour,  and  the  intenial 

has  been  described  as  characteristie  of  true  membrane  could  with  delicacy  be  lifted  up 

decidual  membrane.  from  the  substance  of  the  corpus  luteum.'' 

First,  then.  Dr.  Lee  quotes  the  greater  If  Dr.  Lee  denies  the  appearance  of  an 

part  of  the  case  of  this  lamplighter's  wife  as  internal  membrane  and  stris  in  this  body, 

given  by  myself,  and  adds,  "  It  is  inferred  I  could  then  understand  him;  but  to  declare 

from  this    singular    history,   although    no  this  to  be  a  dot  of  blood,  and  then  omit  the 

ovum  nor  any  vestige  of  an  ovimi  could  be  entire  description  of  the  section  of  it,  in 

detected  on  the  most  minute  and  careful  which  alone  die  mention  is  made  of  an  in- 

cxaminatton,  neither  embryo,  vasicula  um-  temal    membrane    and    strisci  appears   to 


Extra-Limit  es, 

• 

savour  too  much  of  wilful  omission  to  be  of  the  true  cordus  luteum  is  so  well  marked 
misunderstood.  *'  My  conscientious  belief  in  it,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one 
IS,"  says  Dr.  Lee,  "  that  this  woman  died  to  confound  it  with  a  mere  clot  of  blood,  or 
during  menstruation.  I  have  so  often  seen  to  distinguish  it  from  the  true  corpus  luteum 
all  the  appearances  here  described  in  the  found  in  the  ovary  of  a  gravid  uterus, 
ovaria  and  uterus  of  women  who  have  never  (Signed)    Allbn  Thompson. 

been  pregnant,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  the        Dr.  Robert  Paterson. 
fact." 

Something  more  than  a  simple  statement  ,  Secondly,  the  true  atote  of  the  corpus 
of  this  kind  would  be  required  to  convince  Iw^um  of  fig.  4 ;  m  fact,  wheUier  or  not  it 
me  that  women,  in  whom  such  appearances  presented  a  cratral  cavity.  Dr.  Lee  se^s 
(ovarian  and  uterine)  as  have  been  described  ^^^  *<>  ^'c  doubte  regarding  this,  but  Dr. 
above  were  present,  had  not  conceived.     I     Reid's  words  (in  whose  possession  the  pre- 

have  had  many  opportunities,  as  weU  as  Dr.  paction  is)  are  sufficienUy  precise.  *•  The 
Lee,  of  cxamuiing  the  uterus  and  ovaries  y«llo^  plicated  structure,  says  Dr.  Reid, 
of  women  dying  during  menstruation,  but  I     "  ^a»  confined  to  the  circumference,  forming 

never  saw  such  appearances  as  the  above ;  I  ^^^"^  ©^ «c,  the  centre  of  which  was  com- 

never  saw  a  clot  of  blood  with  an  internal  V^'^J  occupied  by  a  reddish,  grey  cok>ured, 

membrane  and  striae  running  through  it ;  fibrinous  inass. 

nor  will  I  ever  see  a  body  in  the  ovary  of  a         Lastly,  Dr.  Lee  considers  the  testimony 

female,  married  or  unmarried,  and  presenting  o^  t^e  decidua  as  worthless.     "The  utter 

the  characters  as  described  above,  without  worthlesanesa    of   the    decidua,'    says  he, 

concluding  that  that  woman  has  conceived,  "as  a  test  of  pregnancy,  wUl  be  estimated 

and  that  it  is  a  true  corpus  luteum  in  her  ^y  a  quotation  from  Dr.  Blundell  s  lectures, 

ov^ry,  and  also  the  real  value  of  the  microscopical 

"But,"  says  Dr.  Lee,  "the  character  of  re«carchea  determined,  which  have  led  to 

this  corpus  luteum  is  in  truth  gone  for  ever ;  **»«  revival  of  an  antiquated  and  exploded 

far  more  effectually  blasted  than  the  reputa-  «*'">'■»  ^-  *****  t^«  decidua  is  nothing  but 

tion  of  the  poor  lamplighter's  murdered  the  altered  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus." 
^ife."  I  must  leave  Dr.  Lee's  opinion  regarding 

The  zeal  which  Dr.  Lee  has  shown  as  the  ^^  "^^^  worthlessncss  of  the  decidua  as  a 

champion  of  this  lampUghter's  i^Mh  deserves  *««*  of  pregnancy,  to  those  who  have  made 

a  better  cause.     I  can  only  stete,  in  answer  »*  their  especial  study.     I  can  only  state 

to  the  above,  that  the  preparation  has  been  *bat  I  am  satisfied,  from  personal  obscrva- 

seen  byProfessorsThompson, Reid, Simpson,  *»<>«.  ©^  the  correctness  of  the  views  taken 

as  weU  as  many  5ther  professional  men  who  ^y  Dr.  Sharpey  and  others,  and  consider  it 

have  made  this  subject  their  peculiar  study,  ^c  on^J  means  of  distinguishing  the  decidua 

and  that  its  true  nature  was  never  before  "*  ^ts  early  state. 

doubted.     In  order,  however,  to  be  able  to        ^  •»  «>"7  to  have  considered  it  necessary 

state  Dr.   Allen  Thompson's   opmion,  in  to  differ  from  Dr.  Lee  regarding  so  many 

whose  possession  the  preparation  is,  I  re-  PO«»ts  of  this  subject,  but  as  I  had  (in  my 

quested  him  to  state  his  opinion  regarding  P*P«r  on  the  corpus  luteum)  made  a  simple 

it,  to  which  request  I  received  the  following  record  of  facts,  which  can  only  be  considered 

note.  o^  value  if  properly  established,  it  became 

80,  George's  Street,  »  ™*"«''  ^^  ^"^^^  ^  ^"S^^  ^^  *>>«  P^fes- 

7th  January,  1843.  non,  as  well  as  the  very  respectable  journal 

My  dear  sir,  in  which  my  observations  appeared. 
I  have  just  examined  the  corpus  luteum  in  I  am,  sir, 

the  preparation  taken  from  the  lamplighter's  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

wife,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  peculiar  Robert  Fatbrson,  M.D.  &c. 

structure  usually  regarded  as  characteristic        Leith,  7th  January,  18i3. 
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LBCTURBS  without  risk  to  the  mother,  and,  inTariably 

^^  ^^  "*"**  result,  which  is  not  the  case 

when  the  blood-vessels  of  the  uterus  and  o 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OF  the  umbilical  cord  are  ii^ected.     But  injec- 

MIDWIFERY,  tions  have  likewise  proved  that  the  blood- 

^  ..        ..    ..    .^     .       -«^  ^         »  vessels  of  the  mother  do  not  communicate  or 

Deltvered  iH  the  Theatre  qfSt.  George  #  anastomose  in  the  pLuienU  with  the  foetal 

Hospital^  blood-TCMcls.     In  the  second  volume  of  the 

By  Robbkt  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S.  Medical  Essays  and  Observations,  published 

by  a  society  at  Edinburgh  in  1732  or  3,  Dr. 

Monro  says,  p.  129,  **  Having  fixed  a  pipe 

Lecture  XIII.  into  one  of  the  iliac  arteries  of  a  woman  thxve 

I  HATE  placed  upon  the  table  before  you  a  pushed  through  the  pipe  fine  oil  of  turpen- 
healthy  human  placenta,  which  was  expelled  tine,  which  is  a  liquor  which  easily  goes  from 
from  the  uterus  a  few  hours  since  in  natural  the  extreme  arteries  of  any  part  of  the  body 
labour,  with  the  membranes  and  umbilical  into  the  corresponding  veins.  I  continued 
cord.  When  the  child  had  breathed  I  this  injection  till  all  the  vessels  of  the  womb, 
applied  a  ligature  firmly  around  the  cord  two  both  arteries  and  veins,  were  in  hazard  of 
inches  from  the  navel,  and  the  pulsations  of  bursting,  and  till  all  the  gentlemen  present 
the  umbilical  arteries,  which  corresponded  agree(f  that  a  sufficient  quantity  and  force 
with  those  of  the  heart  of  the  child,  imme-  were  employed.  Not  one  drop  of  this  oil 
diately  ceased.  Another  ligature  was  then  was  found  in  any  branch  of  the  umbilical 
tied  around  it  a  little  nearer  the  placenta  in  vessels  or  in  the  foetus,  though  it  was  searched 
the  usual  manner,  and  the  cord  was  divided  for  most  carefully."  From  this  experiment, 
between  the  ligatures.  If  the  cord  had  been  and  from  other  remarks  in  this  essay  on  the 
divided  between  the  placenta  and  the  first  Nutrition  of  Fcetuses,  I  think  it  must  be 
ligature,  without  a  second  having  been  ap-  admitted  that  Dr.  Monro  possessed  a  know- 
plied,  only  a  small  quantity  of  blood — not  ledge  of  the  foetal  eiroulation  in  the  placenta, 
enough  to  fill  a  cup — ^would  have  flowed  and  was  fblly  aware  that  the  greater  part,  if 
from  the  open  umbilical  vessels.  This  fabt  not  the  whole  blood  sent  out  by  the  umbilical 
proves  that  there  is  no  direct  communication  arteries,  is  poured  into  the  umbilical  veins  by 
between  the  arteries  and  veins  of  the  uterus,  anastomosing  canals.  ''  For  liquors,"  he 
and  the  umbilical  arteries  and  vein:  the  observes,  "&rown  into  the  umbilical  arteries 
placenta  was  still  adhering  to  the  uterus,  towards  the  placenta  require  leas  force  to 
Had  these  vessels  anastomoMd  in  theplaoenta,  make  them  return  by  the  umbilical  vein, 
the  blood  of  the  moAer  would  have  escaped  and,  when  injected  with  the  same  ftn-ee,  they 
when  the  cord  was  cut  before  the  detachment  return  more  quickly  than  they  do  into  the 
of  the  placenta  and  the  application  of  a  liga-  vein  corresponding  to  any  other  artery  of  a  ' 
ture.  The  second  ligature  which  you  see  child  when  the  artery  is  Injected." 
still  around  the  placental  end  of  this  cord  In  the  umbilical  cord  attached  to  this 
was  not  required  to  prevent  the  maternal  very  recent  placenta,  the  two  arteries  and  the 
blood  flowing  out  of  the  umbilical  vessels,  vein,  especially  the  latter,  are  seen  through 
for  a  single  drop  would  not  have  escaped  the  transparent  sheath  distended  with  foetal 
had  it  beoi  left  untied,  lliis  simple  experi-  blood.  Hie  cord  enters  the  placenta  near 
ment  may  be  repeated  any  number  of  times  its  centre,  and  the  branches  of  the  umbilical 

71K).— XXXI.  2  P* 
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■rterkt  and  leis  ITS  leea  through  Uk  amnion  lein.     Or  if  the  injecUon  did  Dot  p«n  froBi 

•nd  the  chorion  apnadiDgout  the  like  roots  the  trteriea,  which  ii  (ometiiiic*  the  cue,  all 

of  ■  tree,   and  linking  into  thn   pliiXQta.  tbo  rBmifiutioni  of  the  unibiiie>l  tud  Ccnld 

Tbere  is    nothing  to  be  Ken  on  the  tixUi  rewlily  be  filled  vitb  liie,  colonred  jtUaw  ' 

tarface  of  the  placenta,  except  the  nmbilical  from  Ibe  trunk  of  the  vein.     In  thia  prepa- 

TCiiela  coveiei  b;  the  amnion  and  chorion  ntioa  of  the  placenta  which  ij  now  exhibited 

reflected  from  the  cord,  extending  outward  to  jou,   alt  the   ramilicatioua  of  the  fictal 

to  the  circuQifenince,  and  diaappearingiu  the  veaseli  have   been    minateljp    injected  i    the 

man  at  different  distance!  from  the  centre,  arteriea  withfcd,  and  the  Teini  with  yellow  ; 

If  liie  coloured  with  Termition  were  ii^ecled  and  the  whole  organ  appear*  to  coouit  of 

into  one  of  theae  umbilical  arteriei,  after  nothing  but  theae  red  arCeriea  and  jelloir 

thej  were  emptied  of  their  blood,  it  would  raini  coiered  on  the  nterine  Bur&cB  bj  the 

fill  all  the  bnnchea  of  the  two  arteriei  in  the  oulr  layer  of  the  decidua,  and  on  the  fictal 

placenta,  and  would  probablf  flow  into  the  aide  by  the  amnion,  chorion,  and  the  inner 

extreme  branchea  and  trunk  of  the  umbilical  layer  of  the  decidua.     (See  fig.  1.)    The 

Tia.  1. 


1  flgure  I  ii  repreHnlfd  a  •ecttoD  at  the  gravid  oteru,  plweuta,  and  membnnea ;  the  uterine  ai- 
aewi  are  Dlled  wlih  liOrction :  the  membrena  daeidna  <a  leen  paulni  between  Ibe  utenu  and 
placrata,  the  chortoB  and  imnlan  paaainr  over  l(>  fietal  lurlkce,  and  Qie  (OHal  Teieeli  of  which 
Uw  placenta  la  compoaed,  illualed  between  the  placental  ^ddna  and  tAorhm. 


FlfBre  1  npreaeniB  the  mu»*  oHActa  in  (he  llnins  mmbraoe  of  Ibe  alerui  where  (he  nlacenla  had 

adbertil,  and  lb*  decidual  aiteiiea.  '^^ 

whole  man  of  the  placenta  conairt*  of  the  the  Tewela,  which  all  freely  oommnnkats 

ramUcatiDne  of  the  teaaela  oF  the  umbilical  with  one  another,  which  have  beau  called  tba 

oord,  corered  on   the  nterine  ride  by  the  celli,  or  the  cellolar  or  ipon^j  atnctaiv  of 

plKWDtal  decidua,  and  on  the  inner  lorface  the jplaccnU,  and  have  been  compared,  both 

bj  the    other  membra-ea ;  the  branchea  of  by  William  and  John  Hunter,  to  the  CSMI. 

the  nmbiUcal  Teaaela  being  corered  on  both  nou*  lubitince  of  the  penis.     Aa  theMgnat 

Ma  by  membranea.     But  there  are  largo  irainiitiea  do  not  reiemble  oella  in  any  other 

noant  epaeea  or  caritiea  in  the  intentioe*  of  part  of  the  body,  and  aa  Mme  of  the  most 
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recent  and  aocnnte  anatomists  deny  that  The  injection  not  merely  filled  all  the  rami- 
there  are  oella  in  the  placenta,  to  avoid  all  fications  of  the  fcetal  vessels,  bat  all  the 
ambiguity  I  shall  call  these  spaces  between  interstices  of  these  vessels  in  the  placenta, 
the  vessels  the  cavernous  structure  of  the  and  all  the  veins  of  the  uterus.  I  shall  hand 
placenta.  Professor  Owen  and  Mr.  W.  Jones  round  another  preparation  in  which  precisely 
both  think  that  this  is  the  best  term  which  the  same  effect  was  produced,  though  very 
I  could  employ  to  designate  these  cavities.  little  force  was  employed  in  passing  the 
When  deacribing  the  veins  of  the  gra-  injection  into  the  umbilical  vein.  The  same 
▼id  uterus  I  was  not  aware  that  the  simi-  tidng  occurred  to  Dr.  Hunter  once,  and  he 
lirit/  which  exists  between  them  and  the  was  not  misled  by  the  appearances.  From 
corpora  cavernosa  penis  had  been  pointed  what  is  now  known  of  the  structure  of  the 
out  by  any  anatomist  but  the  following  foetal  vessels  in  the  placenta,  it  is  impossible 
remark  proves  that  I>r.  Monro,  primus,  was  to  believe  that  the  injection  in  these  prepa- 
fiilly  acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  .  rations  flowed  through  natural  channels  from 
the  uterine  sinuses  :  —  '*  The  sinuses  are  the  umbilical  vessels  into  the  uterine 'veins. 
mueh  of  the  same  texture  with  the  cells  of  The  injection  must  have  forced  its  way  into 
the  spleen,  or  rather  of  the  corpora  caver-  the  cavernous  structure  of  the  placenta, 
nosa  penis,  being  membranous  cavities  (though I  confess  my  inability  to  demonstrate 
communicating  with  each  other,  and  having  this  in  these  preparations)  through  the  coats 
numerous  arteries  spread  on  them,  whose  of  the  foetal  vessels,  and  afterwards  escaped 
lateral  branches  open  into  the  cells,  from  through  the  venous  openings  in  the  decidua 
which  veins  go  out  to  be  joined. to  other  into  the  veins  of  the  uterus.  Almost  all 
veins  that  return  the  blood  from  the  other  physiologists  now  coincide  in  the  opinion  of 
parts  of  the  womb."  Dr.  Hunter  with  respect  to  the  termination 

The  placental  decidua,    as  Dr.   Hunter    of  the  umbilical  arteries  in  the  veins,  and 
states,  receives  no  vessels  demonstrable  by    believe  that  the  foetal  blood  is  confined  to 
the  finest  injections  from  those  of  the  navel>    the  umbilical  vascular  system.     **  Much  has 
string.    When  a  placenta,  is  finely  injected,     been  said  or  supposed,"  he  observes,  '*  about 
he  obasrrea,  and  then  steeped  and  frequently    a  communication  between  these  vessels  and 
washed  in  dean  water,  it  is  evident  that  the    those  of  the  uterus ;  but  from  all  the  experi-  ' 
mnbilioal  injected  vessels  do  not  reach  even    ments  I  have  made  upon  the  human  subject 
the  outer  surface  of  the  placenta,  but  are  only    (and  upon  quadrupeds  likewise)  it  plainly  ap- 
seen  through  a  membrane  (decidua)  which    pears  that  the  umbilical  arteries  terminate  in 
covers  all  that  surfeoe.      It  is    rough    or    theumbilicalvein,andnotin  the  vessels  of  the 
ragged,  like  the  inner  suriaoe  of  the  uterus,    uterus ;  and  that  the  blood  passes  from  the 
to  which  it  adheres,  and,  by  its  whiteness,    arteries  into  the  veins,  as  in  other  parts,  and 
becomes   very  distinct  from  the    vascular    so  back  to  the  child  again.     If  the  placenta 
injected  part  of  the  placenta,  over  which  it  is    be  whole  in  all    its  substance,  which  is 
spread.  It  becomes  still  more  distinguishable    seldom  the  case,  and  its  blood-vessels  be 
when  the  partj  is  put  into  spiriti,   which    pretty  well  emptied  of  their  blood,  any 
render  it  more  opaque  and  whiter.     In  this    subtile  injection  thrown  into  an  artery  will 
preparation,  which  will  be  handed  round,     fill  the  arterial  system  through  the  whole 
the  umbilical  vessels  were  very  successfully    substance  of  the  part  to  an  amazing  degree 
injected,  while  the  placenta  adhered  to  the    of  minuteness,  and  return  so  freely  by  the 
Qterus.     A  section  has  been  made  of  the    veins  so  as  to  fill  them  very  generally  and 
placenta  and  uterus,  from  the  fiindus  to  the    equally.     In  the  same  manner  the  whole 
cervix,  and  they  have  been  separated  par-    umbilical  system  may  be  filled  by  injecting 
tially  from  one  another.    The  placenta  is    the  vein,  the  fluid  returning  from  the  vein 
seen  to  be  notbfaig  but  a  mass  of  foetal    into  the  arteries.     In  both  these  experimenta 
vessels  covered  on  the  inner  sur&ce  by  the     \he  injected  fluid  is  confined  to  the  umbilical 
amnion  and  chorion,    and    on   the  outer    vascularsystem,  none  escaping  at  the  external 
anHbae  by  the  decidua, -which  is  white  and    surface  of  the  placenta,  neither  by  large  nor 
opaque,  and  totally  destitute   of  injected    small  orifices,  whether  of  veins  or  arteries." 
vessels.      Not  a  particle  of  injection  has        Professor  Weber  and  Mr.  Dalrymple  have 
passed  into  the  vessels  of  the  uterus  across    both  carefully  investigated  with  the  micros- 
this    membrane.      But  I    shall  show  yon    cope  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  placenta. 
another  preparation  of  the  same  kind,  in     Dr.  Willis,  in  his  translation  of  Wagner's 
which  the  result  was  entirely  different,  and    physiology,  has  given  an  account  of  Weber's 
•ppearaaoes  were   seen  which  might  have    researches  with  these  figures   I  now   show 
indnced  me  erroneously  to  believe  that  a    you,  the  accuracy  of  which  had  been  denied 
direct  communication  did  exist  between  the    by  Dr.  Reid,  of  St.  Andrew's,  but  has  been 
festal  and  uterine  vessels  in  the  placenta,    completely  conflrmed  by   Mr.   Dalrymple, 
Whila  the  phu»nta  adhered  to  the  utems  I     in  the  last  volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
introduced  a  pipe  into  the  umbilical  vein,     Transactions.     **  The  whole  mass  of  the  pla- 
and  injected  it  without  using  much  force,    centa,"  observes  Mr.  Dalrymple,  "  is  made 
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up  of  the  innumerable  ramificiittons  of  the  of  the  placental  but  are  more  numerbna  at 
arterieft  terminating  in  beautiful  coiled  and  the  uterine  surfkoe,  where  they  will  be  ftmnd 
convoluted  capillaries,  which  form  tufts  or  close  beneath  the  decidua.  Upon  the  deci- 
bouquets  at  various  intervals :  these  finally  dual  sorfkce  may  be  observed ,  thickly  scat- 
become  continuous  with  the  minute  origins  tered,  certain  papilke,  somewhat  obtttae 
of  the  umbilical  vein,  which  return  to  the  and  blunted,  about  alineandahalfinleogtii, 
foetus  in  the  same  direction  that  the  arteries  which  seem  to  be  constitiited  by  isBumerable 
left  it,  viz.  coiled  and  twisted  in  the  umbilical  coiled  and  minute  capillaries.  On  comparing 
eord.  The  vein  and  its  branches  are  greatly  these  observations  and  the  aeoompanying 
larger  than  the  arteries  and  their  subdivisions,  drawings,  we  cannot  help  being  struck  with 
butlessnumerous.  All  the  vessels,besides  their  the  very  strong  resemblance  they  bear  to  the 
own  proper  coats,  are  enclosed  in  a  fold  of  plates  in  Wagner's  Physiology,  as  copied 
chorion.  As  the  minute  branches  of  the  from  Weber.  Dr.  Reid  denies  the  correei- 
arteries  terminate  in  serpentine  and  very  ness  of  Weber's  drawings,  as  represented  in 
intricatelyooiledcapillaries,  so  are  these  latter  the  **  Icones  PhysiologicsB  of  Wsgner." 
divided  into  masses,  or  tufted  and  bouquet-  Let  us  now  turn  th&  recent  placenta  over, 
like  processes,  clothed  by  the.  prolongations  and  bring  the  convex  uterine  suHaoe  into 
of  the  before-mentioned  membrane.  This  view,  and  endeavour  to  comprehend  the 
membrane  (chorion)  constitutes  (by  division  nature  of  the  connection  which  exists  between 
into  processes)  true  villi,  and  each  villus  the  placenta  and  the  uterus,  and  the  manner 
contains  a  tortuous  capillary,  which,  enter-  in  which  the  maternal  blood  circulates  in  the 
ing  by  the  arterial  side,  leaves  it  by  the    placenta. 

venous  :    as   the  vessel  leaves  the  villus,        You  observe  the  different  appearance  whidi 
there  is  a  slight  but  manifest  Increase  in    this  side  of  the  placenta  presents  from  the 
sise.    A  singb  tuft  or  collection  of  viUi,    other.    If  the  coagnlated  blood  which  par- 
well  injected,  and  laid  flat  under  an  inch  or    tially  covers  and  adheres  to  it  be  wiped  off, 
half  inch  object  glass,  appears  at  first  sight    you  will  perceive  that  it  has  an  irregular  lo- 
an   inextricable    confusion    of    curiously-    bulated  appearance,  and  that  it  is  completely 
contorted  capillary  vessels ;  but  separated  by    invested  with  the  outer  layer  of  the  deddan. 
needles,  and  a  single  villus  detached  or  ex-    Arantius  was,  I  believe,  the  first  who  noticed 
panded  beneath  a  higher  magnifying  power,    this  fact,  and  thus  describes  the  placentd  de- 
this  seeming  conftision  is  reduced  to  order,    cidua,  in  his  work  entitled  "  Libellulus  de 
and  the  true  anatomy  of  these  vessels  ex-    Formatu  Foetu,  1664."     "  Hanc  multiplt- 
plahied.      The   membrane    enclosing    the    oem  vasorum  texturam,"  he  says,  "  chorion 
vessda  and  capillaries  is  studded  on  the    quidam   appellevere  non  null!  vero  totam 
exterior  by  nucleated  cells,  resembling  an    membranam,  quam  quidem  chorii  nomine 
irregular  epithelium.     The  enclosed  tufts    non  inepti  appellabimus,  quamvis  per  totam 
or  capillaries,  though  covered  by  a  common    ejus  circumfbrentiam,  ut  in  bmtis,  vasa  mi- 
membrane,  are  no  where  so  closely  bound    nime  disperse  habeat,  ilHas  tamen  suprema 
together  as    to  constitute  one  undivided,     pars,  quae  cam!  connectiturmaximis  est  prse- 
though  really  double  vessel,  as  described  by    dita  distributionibus.      Uec  autem  mem- 
Dr.  Reid  (Ed.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,    brana  pars,  quae  vasorum  robori  per  jeorr 
1841);  and  the ''blunt  extremities"  adverted    uterinum  distributomm,  est  destinata  eidem 
to  by  that  gentleman  appear  to  me  to  be  the    cami  altera  ex  parte  propria  quasi  mem- 
viOi  of  the  placenta.    The  villi  are  not  con-    brana  atque  indumentum  evadlt,  ut  inter 
nected  together  by  cellular  tissue,  but  the    hanc  et  uterum  media  sit  reposita." 
mass  of  the  placenta  is  made  up  by  the  vas-        If  you  keep  this  surface  of  the  plaeenta 
calar  divisions  and  subdivisions,  and  by  the    convex,  you  can  see  numerous  small  tortuous 
tufts  or  bouquets  of  capillaries.    The  inter-    arteries  in  the  decidua  filled  with  maternal 
stioes  are  everywhere  free,  and  communicate    blood.    Their  open  moutiis  are  visible  at  the 
with  each  other.    Tliere  are  no  distinct  or    surface  of  the  membrane,  and  they  soon 
defined  cells  constituting  a  maternal  portion    disappear,  after  making,    as  John  Himter 
of  the  placenta.    The  uterine  surface  of  the    describes,    "  a  twist  or  spiral  turn  upon 
organ  is  covered  by  the  deddua,  which  does    themselves."    These  decidual  arteries  soon 
not  appear  to  enter  further  than  between    terminate  in  the  cavernous  stmoture  of  tlie 
the  lobules,  and  the  depth  to  which  it  thus    placenta,  but  they  do  not  anastomeae  with 
penetrates  varies  with  the  extent  of  the    the  foetal  vessels,    llirough  these  small  tor- 
fissures.    Stretching  from  the  foetal  to  the    tuous  canals  in  the  deddua,  the  malenial 
interior  surface  of  the  placenta,  are  irregular    blood  flows  Arom  the  arteries  of  the  uteras 
semi- fibrous  bands,  more  firm  towards  the    into  the  cavernous  structure  of  the  placenta, 
foetal    surface,    and    nearly    disappearing    It  is  easy  to*  inject  these  deddval  arteries 
towards  the  deddual.    These  appear  to  give    from  the  uterine  arteries,  and  to  dMBonatmte 
firmness  to  the  spongy  mass,  and,  to  a  certain    thdr  continuity,  though  thdr  stmctvM  Is 
extent,  support  the  tufts  of  villi.     The    different;  tiie  uterine  arterial  tissue  Ml  being 
bouquets  of  eapillaries  are  found  in  all  parts    continues!  Into  the  deddual  arterirs. 
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At  an  early  period  many  anatomiBta  as-  tnres  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  ntems, 

aerted  that  there  were  niimerons  small  Tessela  and  the  corresponding  venous  apertures  in 

which  passed  between  the  placenta  and  nte-  the  placental  decidna,  as  seen  in  the  dissection 

ms  diuing  pregnancy.     In  1759,  Rooderar,  of  a  gravid  utems  in  the  latter  months.     In 

from  whose  work  the  second  figure  of  the  the  first  engraving  you  perceive  the  openings 

preceding  engnving  is  taken,  accurately  de-  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus,  similar 

lineated  these  decidual  arteries.      He  calls  to  those  which  are  seen  in  figure  2.    In  the 

them  **  AnguillnlsB  arteriosse,"  and  says  that  second  engruving  the  oval-shaped  openings 

he  saw  these  arteries  in  the  diorion  covering  in  the  decidua  are  figured.    The  blood-ves- 

tfae  placenta,  or  the  placental  decidna.     "  In  sels  of  the  utems  were  injected  from  one  of 

ipsam  membranam  ovi  filamentosam  rete  ita  the  iUac  arteries,  and  the  appearances  6b- 

oontinnatar,  ut  ipsa  vaseularetis  uterini  per-  served  on  opening  the  uterus  are  thus  de- 

gant  noa  intermpta  in  simile  membransB  seribed  at  page  9  : — 

filamentossB  rete,  stipatumiine  sit  retefila-  "§6.  Mirabar,  cum  stmctura  partium  ra- 

mentosae  idbi  plenum  est  rete  uteri,  rarum  clinationem  illam  negaret :   causam   inda- 

rete  filamentoeae,  ubi  rarum  rete  uteri."  gando,  vidi  1®,  chorion  per  vemm  cellule- 

He  adds,"  Nulla  autem  arte  effioere  potui,  sam  snbstantiam  uteri  cavo  adcretum  esse, 

ut  ex  snperfieieplacentKuterina  flatus  hi  ipsa  quam    separando    deprehendi   molissimam, 

vasa  umbiKcalia  placents  promoveatur :  sed  cujus    ope  univena    ovi  superficies  utero 

in  sola  membrana  fikmentosa,  tum  qua  ad  cohcerebat  quam  posset  prozime,  ita  ut, 

vehunenta  pertinet,  tnm  qua  ad  supeHkiem  elevata  matrids  substantia,  nulla  divisionis 

plaeentn  nterinam,  istud  vasorum  rete  sub-  notapateretsensui :  seddorsocultrilenlterde- 

sistit,  sine  ullo  saltern  apparente,  oum  vaais  presso  ovo,  vel  eodem  inter  hoc  et  uterum  re- 

umbilicalibus  commeroio.  '  cipTOcato,facillime  solvebatnr  istud  vinculum . 

Raedererappeanclearly,from  the  following  **2^.  Eandem  banc  cellulosam  sepannti 

sentence,  to  have  observed  that  the  injections  vasa  occnrrebant  numerosa  per  totum  am* 

which  he  threw  into  the  uterine  arteries  bitum,  ex  cborio  in  uterum  porrecta,impleta. 

passed  through  the  decidual  arteries  into  the  Accuratius  ezamen  docuit,  intemam  matriois 

cavernous  structure  of  the  placenta ;  but  he  superfictem  poros  habere  mediocris  mag- 

snppoted  that  it  did  so  by  lacerathig  their  nitudinis,  multos,  aliquantulum  tamen  ab 

coats.    **Vclut  venarum  materies  passim,  invicem  distantes  (vasorum  orificia) ;  quibos 

mptisparietibQs,sibiiaspongiosamplacentM  proportionattt    dBmenakmis  canales    extra 

subshmtiam  vicem  parevit,  ita  rubrum  etiam  chorion  emergentes,  per  dictara  celluloaam 

materiBm,  arteriis  effusum,  in  ilia  spongiosa  progressi,  inosculabantur,  sic  ut  vas  respon- 

snbstantia  passim  vidi.    Facile  autem  dis  deret  vasi,  et  communis  materiae  cyliBdrulus 

rumpi  artsriolas  liquet,  tualoa  videlicet  tenui  utrumque  impleret.    Vasa  Inec  alia  majora, 

et  molH,  predpne  vems  intemam   uteri  alia  minora  erant,  in  uuniversum  talia,  ut 

substantiam  fiMtas."  tenuiorem,  cnsaioremva  aciettlam,  quiedam 

In  1754,  five  years  before  the  publication  etiam  caput  acicul«  maximse  (d§  knop  nan 

of  Roederer's  work,  the  decidual  arteries  were  sen  grooten  baakertpeU)  fkdle  admisissent- 

aeen  and  injected  by  John  Hunter,  and  their  Rursus  nonnulla  recto  tramtte  utemm  subl. 

oonneetion  with  the  uterine  arteries,  and  their  bant,  nonulla  pontquam  brevi  prius  spati: 

termination  in  the  cavernous  structure,  de-  juxta  uteri  superficiem  relleza  prooesserant 

monatrated.     Tliis  discovery  of  the  ^rigtn  erantque  ultima  hso  non  rotunda,  sed  com- 

aad  termination  of  the  decidual  arteries  ena-  pressa  quasi  et  conq>Ianata.    Omnium  etiam 

bled  him  to  establish  the  important  pfaysiolo-  memoratomm  vasorum  cum  matrioe  unio 

gieal  doctrine  of  the  maternal  dreulation  in  levissima  vi  solvebatnr.    Membranularum 

the  ofgan.    No  aecount,  however,  was  given  vera  summa  tenuitas  venas  esse  arguebat. 

of  these  veseels,  and  of  the  maternal  drenla-  **  3^.  Migores  quidam  tranculi  intra  diorii 

taon  of  the  placenta,  till  the  publication  of  substantiam  notabUiter  dilatabantur,  stouum 

Dr.  Hunter'sBngravingsof  theGravid  Uterus  specie  duplo  ut  minus  capaciores,  talesque 

in  1774.    Mr.  Hunter's  Paper  on  the  Stmc-  perlongitudinem  transversi  polUcis  iMdem 

ture  of  the  Placenta,  in  which  there  iaa  most  decnrrebant,  inde  ramosi  diorio  profEmdtns 

interesting  aooount  of  the  manner  in  which  immeigebantnr. 

the  maternal  circulation  in  the  placenta  was  "  4**.  Tandem  et  hoc  meminerim,  quod 

diaoovcred  by  him,  in  1754,  wae  not  pre-  inter  separendum  uno  loco  exiguum  quid 

ssnted  to  the  Royal  Society  till  1780.  liquoris  crassiuscuH  albicantls  supra  bhorion 

To  Noortwyk  the  honour  is  due  of  having  effusum  fuerit  (cremorem  laeHs  non  inepte 

pierionsly  dieoovered  the  oommnnication  be-  referebat)  t  et  quod. 

twean  the  cavernous  structure  of  the  placenta  <  *  5® .  Ovum  totam  exacte  impleret  matri- 

and  the  vems  of  tiie  uterus.    In  1743,  ha  oem,  in  'ipsam  quoque  ejusdem  angustiam 

published  a  work,  sntitled  '*  Uteri  Hnmani  exporreetum,  quam  protracts  eo  ovi  oon- 

GffBvidi  Aaatonse  et  Historia,''  in  which  fas  vergentis  (si  ita  vocare  lioeat)  appendix,  si- 

haa/not  only  described,  but  aoenmtely  repra*  mifiter  (ut  supra)  nexa,  tenebat. 

sented  in  two  engravings,  the  venous  sper*  *'  |  7«  Sic  passim  ovum   ntero 
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^idi ;  attamen  circa  pUcentam  nexus  iste  similar  openings  in  the  deddaa.    The  edgea 

quodammodo  differebat ;  qnantnmTis  enim  of  these  apertures  in  the  decidna  adhere  to 

et  bsec    pad   ratione,    mediante    oellulosai  the  edges  of  the  smooth  semilunar  or  ▼alvnlar 

▼asisqne,  adligaretnr  utero,  celhalosa  eo  loco  shaped  venoos  apertnresi  above  represented 

nonnihil  validior  erat,   adheesio  itidem  all-  in  the  lining  membrane.    The  inner  mem- 

quantam  tenacior,  nihilominus  vix  multnm  brane  of  the  uteras  does  not  extend  from 

majore  molimine  solnbilis.     Vasa  insuper  these  openings  into  the  caTeraons  strartore 

numerosiora  videbantnr,  quibus  extra  pla-  of  the  placenta.     The  placental  deddiia  and 

centam    emergentibus,    atque    in    uterinos  lining  membrane  of  the  atems  are  sUuctmea 

poros  insertis,  manifesta  oculis  commnni-  essentially  different  from  one  another  during 

catio  patebat  inter  nteri  et  placentae  vasa ;  the  whole  period  of  pregnancy,  and  to  de- 

et  hec  itemm  variam  diametram  monstra-  monstratethisthe  microscope  is  notreqoired: 

bant,  in  genere  non  multnm  ampUora,  quam  as  Mr.  Lawrence  said,  respecting  the  nerrea 

quse    circa    chorion    descripsi,    pariterque  of  the  uterus,  the  **  microscope  is  not  re- 

tenerrima.  quired  to  discover  this.     It  is  seen  much 

'*  2*'.  Sed  ad  radicem  placentae,  ubi  hsec  better  with  the  naked  eye,  than  with  any 

per  orbem  supra  chorion  terminatur,  celln-  magnifier."      I   am  mudi  astonished  that 

losa  i]la   in  ligamentosas  lacinias  coUecta  any  anatomist  of   reputation,  should  haye 

nexum  denuo  parum  firmiorem  exhibebat.  been  misled  so  for  by  the  microscope,  as  to 

Hie   vasa  conspiciebantnr  copiosissima,  ca-  conclude  that  not  only  the  uterine  deddna* 

pacissima,  adeo  insignia,  ut  eomm  quaedam  but  the  decidua  reflexa,  is  nothing  but  the 

digitum    pueri    potuissent    redpere  ;    veri  altered  mucous  membrsne  of  the  ntenis,  and 

venosi    sinus,    moUissimis    tenuissimisque  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus  os- 

tunicis  confiati,  breves }  ex  quibus  mox  rami  capes  every  time  a  woman  is  deUvered. 

intra  placentam  immergebantur,  longe  mi-  If  injections  be  thrown  into  the  blood - 

nores,  magna  parte  admodum  exiles :  quod  vesesls  of  the  gravid  uterus,  they  fivquentty, 

patuit,  dum  in  sinus  tales,  excnssa,  quam  but  they  do  not  invariably,  pass  thnnigh  the 

continebant,  materie,  introspicerem  postea.  venous  apertures  of  the  deddna  into  the  ca- 

Rami  hi  ex  fundo  sinuum,  qu&  placentae  vemous  structure  of  the  placenta.     I  now 

innascebantur,   procedebant,   ea  utcumque  shew  you  two  preparations  of  the  gravid 

ratione,  uti  Vena  caw,  innata  hepati,  intra  uterus,  in  which,  thoughts  blood-vesseJa 

hujus  substentiam  ramos  demittit.    Fundus  were  injected  with  the  greatest  earey  and  by 

sinuum, solidiorimembrana  pneditus,  albica-  those  skilled  in  the  art,  tittle  or  no  injection 

bat :    ortos    inde   ramos   materia    injecta  passed  into  the  cavernous  struoture  of  the 

snbieret';  quin  imo  (quod  postmodum  aperto  placenta.    In  this  gravid  uterus,  at  the  lull 

ovo,  et  Amnio  separate,  vidi)    in    ipsam  period,  not  a  particle  of  injecticm  has  entered 

placentae  basim,  qua  diorio  insidet,  locts  the  placenta.   In  this,  another  uterus,  which 

quibusdam  manifesta,  penetraverat.''  I  shall  hand  round,  and  which  was  taken 

But,  besides  the  arteries  of  the  deddua,  from  the  body  of  a  woman  who  died  sud- 
there  are  veins,  as  Noortwyk  has  described,  denly  of  cholera,  in  the  dghth  or  ninth  month 
by  which  the  maternal  blood  is  conveyed  of  pregnancy,  and  was  injected  at  my  request 
frY>m  the  cavernous  structure  of  the  pla-  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  under  the  most  fkvour- 
cente  into  the  veins  of  the  uterus,  and  by  able  drcumstanoes,  you  see  that  a  very 
which  the  maternal  circulation  of  the  trifliu  quantity  indeed  of  the  injection  has 
plaoente  is  completed.  If  you  look  at  the  passed  into  the  plaoente.  And  there  is  no  ap- 
maiigin  of  this  recent  placenta,  andthespsoes  pearance  of  any  blood-vessel  crossing  be- 
between  the  lobes,  you  will  observe  some  tween  the  inner  surfoce  of  the  uterus  ai^  tiie 
large  oval-shaped  or  irregular  apertures  with  placental  deddua.  Tliis  also  happened  to 
smooth  thin  trsnsporent  edges  in  the  deddua.  Dr .Monro,  secundus,  who  wss  misled  by  it, 
If  pressure  is  made  upon  the  placente,  ma-  as  appeara  by  the  following  letter  from  Dr. 
tenial  blood  oozes  through  these  from  the  Cullen  to  Dr.  Hunter,  written  probably 
cavernous  structure,  whidi  still  conteins  a  about  1760,  and  published  in  the  1st  vol.  of 
laige  quantity  of  blood.  Some  of  these  Dr.  Thomson's  Life  of  Cullen  : — 
openings  are  so  irregular  that  they  are  *'  It  will  give  me  the  utmost  pain  to 
evidently  lacerations,  but  there  are.  many  find,,  upon  any  occasion,  that  it  is  not 
othere  of  different  sizes  which  are  obviously  in  my  power  to  do  you  any  service  yon  may 
natural  apertures,  and  all  these  communicate  desire  of  me.  Happily  this  is  not  the  case 
with  the  venous  system  of  the  uterus,  by  at  present.  About  the  beginning  of  Ait 
corresponding  openings  in  the  lining  mem-  winter.  Dr.  Monro,  jun.,  laid  before  the  Fhl- 
brane,  which  have  been  represented  in  figure  losopfaical  Society  a  great  number  of  anato- 
2,  copied  and  reduced  from  Roederer's  sixth  mical  preparations  and  drawings.  I  was  pre- 
Flate.  If  you  introduce  a  blowpipe  into  sent  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  but 
one  of  these  openings,  the  air  thrown  in  will  finding  it  impossible  for  me,  during  the  short 
pass  cbiefiy  around  the  edge  of  the  placente,  time  of  our  meeting,  and  amidst  a  jiumber  of 
and  will  escape  at  a  distance  from  other  other  persons,  to  take  any  satisfoctory  view 
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of  these  preparations^  I  left  the  meettng  be-  the  uterine  vessels  were  filled  with  injection , 
fore  he  be^an  his  demonstration,  and  when  I  hariog  led  to  no  oonclnsive  and  satisfactory 
received  your  letter  yesterday,  I  was  nowise  results  respecting  the  connexion  of  the  pla- 
in a  condition  to  give  it  an  answer.  But  I  centa  and  uterus,  it  occurred  to  me,  soon 
found  no  diflScuity  in  applying  myself  to  after  the  publication  of  my  paper  in  the 
Dr.  Monro  himaelif,  and  after  talking  upon  Philosophical  Transactions  in  1832,  that  the 
the  anbjeet,  I  even  let  him  know  the  reason  moat  likely  means  of  discovering  the  real 
of  my  inquiry.  The  result  of  all  is  this,  connexion  of  these  parts  would  be  to  ex- 
Among  other  preparations,  he  produced  to  amine  the  placenta  when  the  vessels  of  the 
the  society  a  preparation  of  a  gravid  uterus,  uterus  were  filled  with  their  own  blood,  and 
and  a  drawing  from  it.  The  purpose  of  both  coagulated.  On  the  24th  May,  1833,  such 
was  to  determine  the  nature  of  theoommuni-  an  opportunity  presented  itself  through  the 
cation  between  the  uterus  and  placenta.  He  kindness  of  Dr.  Girdwood ,  of  Paddington ,  and 
says,  that  when  he  heard  you  upon  that  sub-  that  no  doubt  might  exist  in  the  minds  of 
ject,  you  were  of  opinion  that  certain  arteries  anatomists  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  descrip- 
of  the  uterus  pass  the  internal  sur&ce  of  the  tion,  I  requested  Mr.  Lawrence  careAilly  to 
placenta,  and  pour  out  their  blood  into  the  examine  the  parts  with  me,  and  draw  up  an 
cellular  substance  of  it,  to  be  taken  up  from  account  of  the  appearances  which  we  ob- 
thenoe  by  the  proper  vessels  of  the  placenta,  served.  It  was  my  wish  immediately  to  have 
He  says,  he  was  then,  and  has  always  been  published  the  memorsndum,  containing  an 
-of  a  different  opinion,  but  to  determine  the  account  of  these  results,  but  I  was  dissuaded 
matter  more  certainly  he  made  this  prepa-  from  doing  so  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  who  thought 
ration.  He  had  injected  the  vessels  of  the  it  better  to  wait  until  another  opportunity 
uterus  with  coloured  wax,  the  arteries  with  should  occur  of  verifying  the  observation, 
red  and  veins  with  green,  and  left  those  of  and  still  further  elucidating  the  subject, 
the  placenta  without  any  injection.  This  in-  The  facts  were,  however,  immediately  made 
jected  uterus  he  cut  longitudinally,  so  as  to  known  to  Sir  Astley  Ccx>per,  Professor 
obtain  a  section  and  distinct  vein,  for  some  Owen,  Mr.  Mayo,  and  many  other  members 
length  of  the  uterus  and  placenta  as  spplied  of  the  profession,  who  felt  interested  in  the 
to  each  other.  And  finom  this  view  he  thinks  subject,  and  they  were  thus  stated  about  a 
it  is  evident  that  no  nmible  ve9$tU  pan  from  month  after  in  the  Review  of  Velpeau's  JE«m- 
ihe  one  to  the  other:  The  vessels  of  the  bryology,  in  the  Medical  6  azbttb.  "About 
uterus  appear  to  be  perfectly  well  fiUed,  and  a  month  ago,  before  the  preparation  at  the 
in  the  extremitiea  of  the  veins  the  coloured  College  of  Surgeons  wss  examined  by  Messrs. 
matter  is  found  mixed,  but  not  a  particle  qf  Stanley  and  Mayo,  we  understand  that  Dr« 
f  /  in  the  plaeenta.  Many  arteries  of  the  Robert  Lee,  in  order  as  far  as  possible  to  ob- 
aterns  open  upon  its  inner  surface,  forming  viate  every  fidlacy,  examined  a  gravid  uterus 
many  convolutions  there,  and  swelling  out  in  the  eighth  month,  in  which  he  had  pre- 
on  that  inner  suHface,  but  stall  manifestly  viously  coagulated  the  maternal  blood.  He 
confined  without  any  appearance  of  their  ea-  was  able  to  satisfy  himself,  and  Mr.  Law- 
terisg  tSe  placenta.  He  observes  that  as  so  fence,  who  was  present  at  the  examination, 
many  arteries  resch  the  inner  surface  of  the  that  coagnla  of  the  maternal  blood  extended 
uterus  on  separating  the  placenta,  several  of  from  some  of  the  openings  in  the  lining  mem- 
these  arteries  may  be  torn,  and  give  some  brane  of  the  uterus,  into  canals  formed  by 
occasion  to  the  opinion  you  have  formed  :  the  deciduous  membrane  on  the  margin  of 
but  that  such  a  preparation  as  the  present  the  placenta.  These  vessels  or  channels  in 
is  best  fitted  to  determine  this  tact,  and  the  decidua  could  be  traced  only  a  short  dis* 
very  strongly  supports  his  opinion  of  it."  tance  along  the  marghi  of  the  placenta,  and 

it  would,  however,  be  erroneous  to  con-  between  the  lobes." 
elude,  as  I  did  ten  years  ago,  from  Memorandum  of  appearances  observed,  on 
similar  failures  and  other  circumstances,  the  26th  of  May,  1833,  in  the  examination 
that  the  maternal  blood  does  not  enter  the  by  Dr.  Lee  of  a  portion  of  the  uterus  with 
cavernous  structure  of  the  placenta  by  the  the  placenta  still  adhering  to  it,  said  to  have 
decidual  arteries,  and  flow  back  by  the  been  taken  from  the  body  of  a  £emale»  who 
decidual  veins,  into  the  venous  system  of  the  destroyed  herself  by  drowning  in  the  ninth 
uterus,  as  first  demonstrated  by  John  Hun-  month  of  pregnancy : — 
tear.  It  would  be  equally  erroneous  to  deny,  The  membranes  of  the  placenta  were 
which  has  often  been  done,  that  fibrous  slowly  and  cautiously  detached  from  the 
tumors  of  the  uterus  are  destitute  of  blood-  surface  of  the  uterus,  to  which  tbey  retained 
vessels,  because  injections  frequently  stop  their  natural  adhesion.  They  separated 
short  at  the  point  where  the  arteries  and  under  gentle  dragging,  leaving  the  surface  oi 
veins  of  the  uterus  communicate  with  the  the  placenta  smooth,  soft,  whitish  and  entire, 
blood-vessels  of  these  tumors.  The  repeated  except  at  some  points  towards  its  dream- 
examination  of  the  uterus  and  placenta  in  ference,  where  the  adhesion  was  firmer,  and 
their  natural  state,  under  water,  and  when  a  passage  of  the  vessels,  contaming  coagu- 
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lated  blood,  from  the  ateras  to  Um  placenta,  whoie  propeneitiei  in  -that  duvetUm  wov 
was  observed.  As  the  coagnla  were  oon-  still  more  decided  than  his  own.  lliey  lived 
siderable,  we  supposed  at  first  that  they  had  together  for  many  months,  and  indolged  in 
proceeded  from  partial  detachment  of  the  the  most  nabridled  excesses,  until  his  health 
placenta  and  membranes,  hot  we  soon  foond  began  to  suffer.  Becoming  sensible  of  the 
this  supposition  to  be  erroneous.  The  pla-  conse<inences  of  this  course  of  life,  he  deter- 
cents,  indeed,  adhered  more  firmly  at  these  mined  to  break  off  the  connection,  and  set 
points.  The  coagula,  which  exceeded  in  sise  off  for  England.  This  resolntioo  he  earried 
alarge  writing  quill,  were  continued  through  into  effect.  For  a  time  he  li^ed  care- 
openings  of  corresponding  msgnitude  into  folly,  and  his  general  health  improved  t  but 
the  uterus.  When  mr  was  impelled  into  these  with  amended  health  came  desiras  for  a  nmw 
openings,  the  internal  surfig^e  of  the  uterus  attachment ;  and  as  this  was  not  diffieolt  to 
was  raised,  apparently  by  the  distension  of  aooomplirii,  a  conneetioii  was  fonned,  and 
the  lai^ge  uterine  Tcias.  On  the  other  side  with  the  same  results  as  in  Rnssia.  The 
the  cosguls  were  continued  into  vessels  run-  connection  continued ;  change  of  air  wan 
ing  on  the  suifoce  of  the  placenta,  or  of  the  tried ;  vows  of  greater  continence  were  made 
membranes  at  its  circumference.  When  and  broken;  when  ultimately  the  connection 
these,  which  were  extremely  thin  in  their  termiUBted,  and  with  broken  hcaltt,  and 
coats,  were  slit  open,  the  internal  surfoce  somesuspidonof  pulmonary  disease,  he  wan 
was  smooth,  like  that  of  a  vein.    They  were  again  set  fktw. 

large  where  they  commenced  at  the  uterine  It  was  at  this  time  I  saw    him.      He 

orifices,  but  soon  lessened,  so  that  they  was  about  the  middle  stature,  but  sosaew 

could  not  be  followed  more  than  an  indi  or  what  emaciated.    Hie   digestive   functione 

two.     Their  termination  was  obscure,  and  were  mndi  deranged ;  the  voice  was  folter- 

its  precise  mode  was  not  ascertained,    Al-  ing ;    the  expresskm  of  countenance  wae 

though  the  placenta  adhered  to  the  uterus,  at  indicative  of  great  mental  depiessien*  and 

the  points  where  these  vessels  entered  it,  it  appeared  that  his  preasges  were  ef  the 

more  firmly  than  in  other  situations,  their  most  gloomy  charscter.    Hisrespimiionwue 

texture  was  so  delicate  that  it  separated  even  quick,  his  pube  iiritable,   his  food  ildi- 

here  without  the  employment  of  much  force,  gested,  his  bowds  constlpnted,  his  urinary 

In  separating  one  half  of  the  placenta  oi^gans  irritable;  he  was  obliged  to  make 

from  the  uterus,  the  passage  of  vessels  be-  water  twice  or  three  times  in  ti^  night,  and 

tween  them  was  observed  at  fi)ur  or  six  in  the  morning  a  number  of  grsnulnr  bodiee 

points.  could  be  dete^ed  in  it.   He  slept  ill ;  some> 

•    On  the  surfooe  of  the  placenta,  in  the  rest  times  be  was  awoke  by  diatresaing  dreams, 

of  its  extent,  there  were  numerous  small  tor-  sometimes  by  iuToInntary  disohai]ges.     I 

tuous  vessels ;  snd  similar  ramifications  were  found  fortiier  that  although  he  had  ceased  to 

seen  on  the  surfiice  of  the  uterus.  We  could  aee  the  lady — his  former  mistrcsa— «  daily 

not  see  any  open  orifices  belonging  to  those  correspondence  was  kept  np ;  if  poosible, 

vessels  on  the  surface  of  the  pUoenta,  nor  more  injurious  than  their  fonner  dose  oon- 

ascertain  that  they  derived  thefr  origin  from  nection.      Every  letter  of  hers  he*read  in- 

the  uterus. — I  am,  sir,  duced  a  seminal  dischaige    every  letter  he 

Your  obedient  servant,  wrote  to  her  had  a  like  efibct. 

W.  Lawksnck.  My  first  requeat  was  to  break  off  the  cor- 
respondence.     This  ifaa  done,  and   with 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  ^aeh  advantage.    Still  he  did  net  usually 

to  to  stool  without  pressing  out  ef  the  vesi- 

SEMINAL ANDOTHERDISCHARGES  ^^ ^i^^ a ceitainqiiLitityof spenna- 

FROM  THE  URETHRA.  tic  fluid,  and  the  granular  partaeleB  were 

WITH  itLUSTEATiVE  CA8B8.  rarely  absent  firom  the  urine.    It  seeemed  a 

n               T.  n  «.  useless  waste  of  time  to  try  to  regulate  the 

By  BxNJAMiv  Phillips,  F.R.S.  fonctions  which  weie  deranged,  while  the 

gargeoiitoSt.Maryl«boneInfirmar7,andLecCurar  cause  of  that  derangement  still  continued, 

on  Sttrg«ry  St  tbe  Wcatminster  Uespital  I  tiierefore  passeda  bougie  along  the  urethra, 

SdioolofMedicme.  ^^^  ,  fouiidthat  mSi^  ae^ative  eveiy. 

(Continued  from  psge  456.]  ^^^^  j^  ,^  espedaUy  se  at  a  point  fai  the 

""^  neighbourhood  of  tbe  prostate.    For  the  two 

Cask  II.— I  wys  consulted  by  W.  R.,  following  daya  I  introduced  the  bougie,  and 

aged  35,  who  was  suilering  from  the  effects  let  it  remain  in  the  canal  for  a  quaitev  ef  aa 

of  frequent  involuntary  discharges  from  the  hour,  with  a  view  to  accustom  the  canal  to 

urethra,    like  account  he  gave  of  himself  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body,  before  the 

was  as  follows: — Someyears  before  theperiod  caustic  instrument  was  introduced.    I  then 

when  he  consulted  me,  he  went  to  Russia,  applied  the  caustic  caotiouslv,  and  no  great 

and,  being  much  addicted  to  women,  he  there  inconvenience   was   complained   of.     The 

formed  an  intimacy  with  a  woman  of  rank,  caustic  wss  applied  about  two  o'clock }  he 
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remained  on  iibe  80&  until  five ;  when,  in-  application  of  the  caustic,  when  hia  spirits 

stead  of  taking  a  light  dinner  at  home,  as  were  mnch  improved.     He  had  a  thin  dis* 

he  was  ordered,  he  a^ioumed  to  his  clnb,  charge,  which  hadcomeoninthecoorseof  the 

whicfa  was  a  few  doors  off,  and,  whether  evening  of  the  day  on  which  I  used  the  re- 

from  exposore  to  cold,  or  other  canse,  he  medy ;  it  had  been  increasing  np  to  that  day, 

had  no  sooner  sat  down  to.  table  than  he  bnt  It  seemed  to  have  attaineid  its  acm^. 

fainted.    Hie  nearest  medical  man  was  sent  When  he  first  made  water  there  was  some 

for,  and  whoi  I  arrived  I  found  him  pretty  smarting,  bnt  it  soon  abated.    From  this 

well  again.    He  made  water,  and  was  pnt  time  I  did  not  again  see  him,  bat  I  learned 

into  a  warm  bed,  and  the  next  morning  was  from  Mr.  Joseph  that  he  rapidly  recovered, 

in  his  nsnal  state,  bnt  there  was  a  consider*  end  completely ;  and  that  he  is  at  present 

able  disdaurge  from  the  urethra ;  and  from  quite  free  from  any  disorder  of  the  sexual 

the  moment  that  discharge  abated,  the  sper-  organs. 

matio  discharge  abated  also ;  and  in  the  sue-  Cask  IY.-^E.  6.  aged  24,  a  medical 

ceedhig  three  weeks  the  discharge  had  only  man,  consulted  me  some  time  since  for  a 

ooeorred  t^c»-~once  in  the  first  week,  and  similar  affection ;  but  altogether  his  case  was 

once  in  the  next  fortnight.    When  every  the  most  severe  I  have  ever  seen.    His  per- 

hope  of  all  going  oa  well  was  strongest,  puU  son  was  much  emaciated  ;  his  voice  faltering ; 

mooary  symptoms  became  more  decided,  his  respiration  hurried ;  his  heart  palpitat- 

He  was  sent  to  Hastings,  but  the  climate  of  ing ;  his  stomach  unable  to  bear  any  but 

that  plaee  had  no  power  to  arrest  its  pro*  the  simplest  food  ;   the  abdominal  cavity 

grass.    He  returned,  and  died,  as  nearly  as  tormented  vrith  flatulence,  and  his  bowds 

may  be,  free  from  his  original  source  of  constipated, 

trouble.  He  stated,  that  during  his  school-days  ha 

Cask  III.-^A.B.  a  young  man  of  twenty-  had  addicted  himself  to  masturbation^  and 

four,  was  brought  to  me  by  Mr.  Joseph,  in  that  for  some  time  his  excesses  in  this  respect 

a  state  of  settled  melancholy.    He  com-  were  great,  but  that  ultimately  he  acquired 

plained  of  pain  in  the  groins,  theperineum,  the  power  toresistthe  inclination,  and  after- 

and  the  loins,  complete  relaxation  of  the  wards  it  was  only  resumed  occasionally.  But 

genital  organs,  a  swimming  and  noise  in  the  the  irritation  which  had  been  set  up  continued, 

head,  and  a  perfect  inability  to  use  the  and  induced  nocturnal  emissions,  which  had 

slightest  effort.    I  at  once  saw,  from  the  amounted,  when  I  first  saw  him,  to  sixteen 

fai^ory  of  the  case,  and  the  cast  of  his  conn-  in  four  weeks.    Their  effect  was  most  dis- 

tenanoe,  that    seminal  discharges    or  ex-  tressing  ;  they  produced  respiratory  trouble 

cesses  were  at  the  bottom  of  his  suffer-  so  intense  in  its  diaracter  as  to  resemble  a 

ings;  but  the  probabilities  were  in  favour  paroxysm  of  asthma.    The  trouble  to  the 

of.  other  modes  of  excitement  than  sexual  circulation  was  not  much  less  remarkable, 

intereourae.    I  diarged  him  with  mastur-  and  the  voice  was  broken  and  Altering.  Alter 

bation,  and,  with  a  little  hesitation,  he  con-  twentr-four  hours  these  severe  symptoms 

fessed  it.     He  had  carried  it  to  a  very  con-  abated  to  some  extent,  so  as  to  allow  him  to 

siderable  extent,  ofbener  twice  than  once  a  attend  to  his  business.    It  was  not  without 

day,  when  at  last  he  observed  that  no  com-  mudi  effort  that  he  could  allow  me  to  exa- 

plete  erection  took  place.    Recourse  was  mine  the  urethra,  so  much  had  his  moral 

then  had  to  such  books  aa  are  advertiaed  courage  been  prostrated.     However,  it  was 

daUy  for  the  cure  of  sexual  debility.     He  at  last  accomplished,  but  although  a  bougie 

submitted  to  the  treatment  recommended  by  was  introduced  without  any  approach    to 

their  authors  so  long  as  his  money  held  out,  violenoe,    syncope   fi^owed.     Beyond  the 

but  he  derived  no  benefit  firom  it.    The  dark  curvature  the  pain  became  excessive  and  un- 

pictures  drawn  in  their  publications  of  the  bearable,  and  the  instrument  was  withdrawn, 

consequences  of  this  pmiicioua  habit  still  On  the  second  day  firom  this  examination  he 

further  impressed  his  mind  with  a  convic-  came  to  have  the  caustic  applied,  but  in  the 

tion  of  impoteney.     He  abstained  latdy  interval  there  had  been  an  involuntary  noo- 

firom  maatnrbatioo,  but  the  fiwquency  of  the  tumal  disehaige.    I  applied  the  caustic,  and 

diachazges  was  not   lessened  by  it.     By  the  discomfort  experienced  on  this  occasion 

ni^t  and  by  day  they  still  occurred,  and,  was  mudi  less  than  upon  the  simple  exami- 

to  use  his  own  expression,  *'  life  seemed  natkm  on  the  last     In  a  fortnight  he  came 

leaking  away."  to  me  in  improved  spirits,  and  stated  that  he 

A  bougie  was  carefully  introduced :  a  very  had  fdt  himsdf  so  much  ^better  that  he  had 

sensitive  point  of  the  canal  was  discovered,  undertaken  the  situation  of  assistant  to  a 

about  an  inch  in  front  of  the  neck  of  the  practitioner  in  the  country.    He  stated  that 

bladder.    Upon  this  point  the  canstic  was  the  improvement  had  been  in  every  respect 

immedlatdy  applied.    He  did  not  complain  remarluble,  and  during  the  fortnight  he  had 

of  much  pain  from  the  operation,  and  at  had  only  two  emissions,  and  that  the  after 

once  proceeded  to  his  ordinary  oocupation.  trouble  had  been  much  less  severe.    He  was 

I  saw  him  at  tiie  end  of  four  days  from  the  anxious  that  the  caustk  should  be  implied  a 


586  MR  PHILLIPS  ON  SEMINAL  AND 

second  tiiDe,  before  be  went  into  the  country,  of  the  ractam,  which  continiMii  tor  two  dafm^ 

To  this  I  objected,  because  it  was  impossible  and    then  disappeared.      On    the  two   or 

at  that  time  to  estimate  the  effect  of  the  first,  three  following    oecasiona  of    paasiag  tbe 

I  adTised  him,  if  necessary,  to  come  up  in  a  urine,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  aniutioffy 

month.     He  did  so,  and  was  in  all  respects  and    there    was    rather    a    proftiae    thio- 

mudi  improTed,  but  he  said  he  did  not  feel  nish  discharge,  at  one  time  streaked  witb 

himself  equal  to  the  knocking  about  of  a  blood,  which  did  not  completely  disappear 

country  practice,  and  that  riding  hard  was  until  the  eleventh  day. 
particularly  unsuited  to  him.     During  the        From  the  time  of  applying  the  caustic 

month  there  was  an  increased  vigour  of  the  until  the  ninth  week,  ttiert  had  been  only 

sexual  organs,  and  there  had  been  only  three  two  iuToluntary  discharges ;  and  when  I  sc«r 

involuntary  discharges.   It  was  evident  that,  him,  not  long  ago,  he  waa  quite  free  trotm 

though  much  abated,  the  evil  still  existed,  disease. 

and  I  therefore  determined  to  make  a  second  Cask  VI.—T.  G.,  aged  50,  had  long  i«- 
application  of  the  caustic.  On  this  occasion  sided  within  the  tropics,  where  he  had  suffered 
none  of  the  inconvenience  of  the  first  intro-  from  frequent  attacks  of  dysentery,  and  other 
diu:tion  of  the  bougie  was  experienced ;  the  varieties  of  intestinal  disturbance,  which  ol- 
morbid  sensibility  was  much  blunted,  and  timately  caused  very distressinginoonvenieBce 
the  remedy  was  easily  applied.  From  this  in  the  rectum,  in  the  form  of  piles,  and  after- 
time  I  can  give  no  account  of  the  case.  I  wards  fissure  of  the  anus.  Means  had  beesi 
did  not  know  his  address  at  the  time,  nor  any  employed  to  relieve  thia  state  of  things,  but 
of  his  friends,  and  1  have  consequently  made  with  no  great  success ;  and  after  some  time, 
no  enquiry  about  him.  But  as  there  was  spermatic  discharges,  unaocompanied by  mrvdi 
reason  to  suspect  disease  of  the  chest,  it  is  excitement,  and  almost  always  involuntary, 
very  possible  he  may  be  dead.  Still,  so  &r  occurred  to  complicate  the  case,  and  distress 
as  it  goes,  it  is  interesting,  as  shewing  the  the  patient.  In  this  state  be  arrived  in 
very  formidable  conseqtkenoes  of  such  dis-  England,  when  I  was  consulted.  I  at 
charges,  as  well  as  the  striking  effects  of  first  directed  my  attention  to  the  disease 
lunar  caustic  as  a  remedy  when  they  are  in-  of  the  rectum;  the  bowels  were  carefully  re- 
voluntary,  gnlated,  the  internal  piles  were  much  iia- 
C ABB  V. — ^A  young  man  was  placed  under  proved,  and  after  a  time  ceased  to  give  any 
my  care  for  disease  of  the  rectum,  characte-  trouble,  under  the  daily  pressure  of  a  bougie, 
rised  by  occasional  intense  irritation,  followed  smeared  with  mercurial  ointment  and  extract 
by  hemorrhage,  sometimes  alarming  in  ex-  of  belladonna,  and.  rather  unexpectedly  the 
tent.      An  examination  shewed  a  tumor  as  fissure  got  well  also. 

large  as  a  small  walnut,  which,  though  at-  During  the  course  of  the  treatasent  no 
tadied  within  the  external  sphincter,  was  sensible  improvement  was  observed  in  the 
protruded  under  this  effort.  This  tumor  was  affection  of  the  sexual  organs ;  bnt  when  the 
erectile  in  structure,  very  rough  in  its  surface,  trouble  in  the  rectum  was  got  the  better  of, 
and  in  every  crevice  were  numbers  of  asca-  he  went  to  Brighton,  where  he  stayed  sooic 
rides  ;  and  it  was  through  their  agency  that  weeks.  Gradually  he  became  sensible  of  la- 
the irritation  seemed  to  be  developed,  so  as  creasing  sexual  enei^,  and  a  decreasing  fre- 
to  provoke  hemorrhage.  When  this  irrita-  quency  of  spermatic  discharges.  No  special 
tion  was  great,  and  this  was  at  least  once  in  treatment  was  directed  upon  the  urethra,  and 
twenty-four  hours,  it  induced  a  discharge  of  he  has  been  free  from  any  uneasmess  in  that 
spermatic  fluid.  In  this  case  the  treatment  quarter  for  several  montbi. 
was  clearly  marked  out,  and  there  was  a  fair 

ground  for  supposing  that  when  the  irriUtion  I  have  been  unwilling  to  occupy 
within  the  rectum  had  ceased,  the  spermatic  more  space  than  was  absolutely  neees- 
discharges  would  also  cease.  A  ligature  was  sary  for  the  bare  illustrntion  of  the  sub- 
placed  around  the  tumor,  and  the  irritation  ject,  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  have 
within  the  rectum  was  cured :  but  although  given  the  details  of  only  six  cases,  and 
what  was  conceived  to  be  the  cause  of  the  that  principally  for  the  purpose  of  more 
spermatic  discharge  had  ceased,  the  discharge  directly  calling  the  attention  of  the 
had  not.  Neither,  in  two  months  afterwards,  profession  to  the  matter.  At  the  risk  of 
Iwd  It  shewnany  disposition  todo  so;  form  Q^  considered  tedious,  I  will,  how- 
'^^  ^T^'*"  7-^^'^"^  \^tl'A!^J^J^:  everfagain  direct  attention  to  the  mo« 
^^ti^SS^nhrrrw^^^^^^^^^^  important  pomts  connected  with  these 
have  been  the  original  exciting  cause,  it  was  anections.  *,  ^  *,  u  i  i 
now  clear  that  some  one  still  existed.  The  Js^  Itis  necessary  that  the  habits 
canal  of  tiie  urethra  was  examined,  and  great  which  have  led  to  those  discharges 
morbid  sensibiUty  was  detected  beyond  the  should  be  discontinued ;  any  means 
curvature.  Caustic  was  at  once  applied  over  will  be  powerless  if  the  practice  be  per- 
the  part ;  it  occasioned  spasmodic  contraction  severed  in. 
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2dly.  When  the  primary  cause  of  the  it  produced  syncope.  When  the  caos- 
afiection  has  ceased,  it  is  necessary  to  tic  was  applied  a  tew  days  afterwards, 
examine  the  urethra  with  an  exploring  the  morbid  sensibility  was  immediately 
instrument ;  and  for  the  purpose  I  blunted.  Usually  a  smarting  is  expe- 
prefer  an  elastic  catheter.  The  point  rienced  when  the  urine  passes  along 
where  the  pain  is  most  acute  must  be  the  urethra,  after  the  caustic  is  used,  but 
accurately  noted.  The  instrument  must  it  rarely  continues  troublesome  over 
then  be  passed  on  carefully  until  urine,  twenty-four  hours.  Before  that  time, 
passes  along  it  Observe  how  far  it  usually,  a  thinnish  discharge  conies 
lias  penetrated,  and  having  noted  this,  on,  which  may  be  profuse,  and  may  be, 
you  must  arrange  your  caustic  appara-  though  very  unfrequently,  streaked 
tus  so  that  it  shall  not  reach  so  far  by  with  blood.  After  a  few  days  it  begins , 
an  inch,  because  the  prostatic  portion  to  abate,  and  by  the  time  it  has  ceased 
ofthecanalis  not  commonly  implicated  the  change  for  the  better  in  the  pa- 
in the  irritation.  The  point  upon  which  tient's  condition  seems  strikingly  ma- 
the  caustic  is  tu  be  applied  is,  as  near  nifest.  It  is  always  necessary  to  guard 
as  practicable,  about  the  region  of  the  the  patient  against  impatience,  because 
orifices  of  the  eiaculatory  ducts.  four  or  five  weeks  wilt,  in  some  cases, 

it  may  be  assed,  why  pass  the  in-  pass,  before  the  beneficial  effects  of  the 
strument  on  to  the  neck  or  the  bladder  remedy  become  clearly  evident ;  and 
at  all,  and  why  state  that  an  inch  in  this  is  the  more  necessary,  because  he 
front  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  is  the  looks  with  intense  anxiety  to  the  re- 
point  beyond  which  the  caustic  instru-  suit ;  and  sometimes  it  happens  that  a 
ment  shall  not  penetrate  ?  Why,  again,  sinele  discharge,  after  the  application 
the  spot  where  acute  pain  is  indicated,  of  uie  caustic,  will  dash  the  cup  of  hope 
during  the|passa^e  of  the  boufi;ie,may  not  from  his  lips,  and  induce  the  most 
be  regarded  as  tne  proper  place  for  ap-  gloomy  forebodings.  I  may  again  re- 
plying the  caustic  ?  In  many  persons  peat  what  I  have  said  before,  that  I 
the  urethra  is  very  sensitive,  and  the  nave  never  applied  too  much  caustic, 
patient  complains  so  frequently,  that  a  but  I  have  more  than  once  failed  by 
little  difficulty  is  experienced  in  deeid-  using  too  little;  and  much  experience 
ing  with  that  test ;  but  when  you  have  is  necessary  to  apply  the  proper  dose, 
ascertained  that  from  the  orifice  of  the  However,  it  is  better  to  err  on  the  safe 
urethra  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder  is  side,  until  experience  shall  have  given 
seven  inches  and  a  half,  and  when  you  confidence  in  the  use  of  the  remedy.  I 
further  find  that  in  the  passage  of  the  have  scarcely  ever  had  recourse  to  a 
bougie  the  most  acute  pain  was  expe-  second  application  until  five  or  six 
rienced  at  a  little  more  than  six  inches  weeks  have  passed,  and  given  the 
from  the  orifice,  you  can  then,  with  assurance  that  the  first  has  been  in- 
much  confidence,  cauterise  the  space    sufficient. 

between  the  sixth  and  seventh  inches,  Since  the  publication  of  the  first 
satisfied  that  the  orifices  of  the  ejacu-  part  of  this  paper,  I  have  been  pain- 
latory  ducts  will  not  escape.  It  may  fully  impressed  with  the  conviction 
be  thought  by  some  persons  that  all  that  the  evil  is  more  widely  spread  than 
those  precautions  are  unnecessary  :  I  had  before  conceived,  and  that  it  will 
this  maybe  true:  butofif-hand  surgery  I  not  be  laigely  alleviated  by  the  means 
dislike ;  and  if  in  one  case,  by  the  ne-  I  have  adopted  for  advocating  the  use 
gleet  of  such  attention,  I  cauterised  the  of  a  particiuar  remedy.  Almost  every 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  in  another  morning  I  have  had  several  applicants 
case  applied  the  caustic  entirely  in  for  relief,  but  with  two  or  three  ezcep- 
front  of  the  seat  of  mischief,  my  con-  tions  they  have  been  either  medical 
science  would  not  acquit  me  of  blame,    men  or  medical  students.    The  pages 

The  foregoing  precautions  having  of  a  strictly  medical  journal  do  not 
been  taken,  the  caustic  must  be  ex-  meet  the  eyes  of  the  great  mass  of  suf- 
po6ed,and  slightly  revolved  alon^  the  ferers,  and  they  rarely  apply  to  medical 
floor  of  the  urethra  for  half  a  minute,  men  for  relief,  from  a  feeling  of  degra- 
without  fear  of  harm,  and  rarely  does  it  dation  which,  they  conceive,  attacnes 
excite  much  pain — very  rarely,  indeed,  to  their  situation,  and  I  apprehend  that, 
does  the  patient  complain  of  it.  A  few  in  a  large  number  of  instances,  they  do 
days  ago  I  passed  a  bougie  very  gently  not  resort  personally  to  those  irregular 
along  Uie  urethra  of  a  young  man,  but   practitioners  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of 


\ 
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the  town,  whoekeoutadiagracefulez-  the  present  commuTiication,  whether 

istence  by  administering  medidnea  to.  they  could  use  the  remedy  themselves, 

patients  whom  they  have  never  seen,  My  answer  to  all  is  the  same ;  I  caimot 

and  whom,  most  probably,  they  never  sympathise  with  such  mawamUe  honu. 

benefit.  If  it  be  desirable  to  be  cured,  it  is  de- 

In  the  course  of  the  last  few  days,  I  sirable  to  take  proper  means  to  obtain 

have  received  many  anonvmous  letters  it.    I  cannot  sanction  the  use  of  such 

fxxMu  patients  expiessing  their  complete  a  remedy  as  I  have  reconmiended  by 

inabiuty  to  make  themselves  known  to  any  other  than  a  medical  man ;  and  I 

anjr  human  beins ;  and  requesting  me  cannot  advise  the  use  of  a  lunar  caustic 

to  inform  them,  mrough  the  medium  of  injection. 

ON  Tery  tiifline  degree.    On  dividing  the 

THE  PATHOLOGY  OP  BURNS,         JJ*^^^«  ®^  ^^  cases  into  two  clasaea^ 

those  which  occur  below  the  age  of 

By  John  E.  Erichssn.  puberty  or  14  years,  and  those  which 

(1^  the  Medieai  Cku^tte.)  occurabove  that  age,  it  wiU  be  found 

rrftn^inH-H  *w»«  «•«  *iM  1  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^  *^^  ^^^  fi"^  division, 

[Concladedfrompige5M.3  and  20  in  the  second;  the  age  not  bein^ 

Thb   relative    frequency    with  which    ^^J^^^^^^^  °°®-  '.        ,.   , 
different  organs  are  affected  at  different       P?  T^  *1  ^^'  2'  those  that  occur 
ages,  varies  somewhat,  though  but  to  a    ^^  ^^^^  ^^  "«®  ^^  puberty, 

The  brain  and  its  membranes  were  not  examined  in   8 

They  were  healthy  in 4 

■ diseased  in      .....'        ."  17  or  80-9  per  cent. 

The  thoracic  viscera  were  not  examined  in      .        .5 

. healthy  in       ....    6 

; diseased  in      ,        .       ,        .  18  or  78-2  per  cent 

The  abdominal  visceni  were  not  examined  in  •        .   2 

healthyin  ....   6 

•—--—————  diseased  in  ,  21  or  777  per  cent. 

Of  the  20  cases  that  occur  above  the  age  of  fourteen  :— 
The  brain  and  its  membranes  were  not  examined  in   5 

healthy  in        .        .0 


= •  diseased  in  .  15  or  100  per  cent. 

The  thoracic  viscera  were  not  examined  in  .  .3 

healthyin       ....    3 

diseased  iu      .        .  .  .  14  or  82*3  per  cent 

The  abdominal  viscera  were  affected  in  .  .  .  13  or  81-2  per  cent. 

" ■  healthy  in  .  .  .3 

- — — —  not  examined  in  .  .   4 

On  examining  the  structural  changes  cous  membrane,  of  the  brain,  lungs, 
that  we  met  with  in  internal  organs  pharynx,  bronchi,  and  bowels  j  which 
and  tissues,  more  jjarticularly  the  mu-  are  indeed  the  expected  and  almost 
cous  membranes  m  cases  of  bums,  we  constant  accompaniments  of,  and  chief 
are  struck  with  some  remarkable  point  causes  of  danger  in,  the  diseases  just 
of  resemblance  between  the  effects  of  mentioned.  The  severity  also  of  these 
these  imuries  and  the  consequences  of  complications  is  most  generally  in- 
some  of  the  eruptive  febrile  diseases,  creased  on  the  full  appearance  of  the 
such  as  small-pox,  meades,  scarlatina,  cutaneous  eruption.  This  is  particu- 
and  erysipelas,  in  which  the  functions  larly  seen  in  small-pox,  in  which  disease 
of  the  skin,  as  an  eliminating  orsan,  the  secondary  fever  and  its  consequences, 
are  naore  or  less  extensively  suspended,  such  as  ptyalism,  lachrymation,  bron- 
In  these  affecUons  nothing  is  more  chial  cough  or  diarrhoea,  are  always 
common  than  to  meet,  during  life,  with  most  intense  at  the  period  when  the 
symptoms  of  inflammation  or  of  con-  functions  of  the  skin  must  be,  ahnost, 
gestion  of  internal  organs  and  tissues,  if  not  entirely,  suspended  by  the  full 
especiaUy  of  the  gastro-pulmonary  mu-  and  free  evolution  of  tiic  puslulci.  The 
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after-death  appearances  presented  by  consecutive  phenomena  of  disease,  the 

the  eruptive  rebrile  diseases  likewise  cause  of  which  may  be  explained  more 

closely  resemble  those  that  are  met  correctly  in  other  ways, 

ivithm  fatal  cases  of  bums.    In  both  Ithasbeenproved  by  the  experiments 

these  instances,  as  has  already  been  of  Ducroz,  andof  Breschet  andBecque- 

proved  with  regard  to  bums,  and,  as  is  rel,  that  if  the  skin  of  a  rabbit  be  coated 

well  known  with  respect  to  the  affec-  over  with  gum*lac,  or  a  mixture  of 

tions  just  mentioned,  nothing  is  more  resin  and  salt,  the  animal  soon  dies 

common  than  to  find  the  mucous  mem*  from  suppression  of  the  cutaneous  per- 

brane  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  con-  spiration,  with  symptoms  of  derange- 

gested  or  inflamed,  the  follicles  beinff  ment  of  the  functions  of  the  brain  or 

enlarged  and  prominent  $  together  with  lungs.    We  should,  therefore,  expect 

evidences  of  meningitis,  whether  con-  that,  in  bums,  and  those  diseases,  such 

sistinff  in  the  deposition  of  lymph  or  as  the  eraptive  fevers   already  men- 

the  effusion  of  serum,  with  more  or  tioned,  in  which  secretion  is  at  once 

less  congestion  of  the  cerebral  sub^  arrested  over  a  large  extent  of  the  sur- 

stance.    Inflammation  of  the  bronchial  fiice  of  Uie  skin,  a  condition  of  the 

mucous  membrane  is  also  of  very  fre-  system   analogous   to   that  produced 

quent   occurrence,  and   inflammatory  in  the  experiments  referred  to  would 

congestion  of  the  tissue  of  the  lungs  in  result. 

its  dmerent  stages  is  by  no  means  rarely  Now  cutaneous  transpiration  being 

met  with.   Thus,  then,  the  lesions  that  suddenly  and  completely  arrested  over 

occur  as  a  consequence  of  the  emptive  the  whole  of  that  portion  of  the  surface 

febrile  disease  are  very  similar,  in  many  of  the  body  that  has.  been  exposed  to 

respects,  to  those  that  are  found  in  fatu  and  injured  by  the  action  of  the  fire, 

cases  of  bum.  it  does  not  appear  at  all  improbable 

The  causes  that  have  usually  been  that  a  compensating  secretion,  as  it 
assigned  for  the  frequent  if  not  con-  were,  should  be  attempted  to  be  set  up 
stant  complication  ofsevere  bums  with  firom  the  mucous  membranes,  more 
congestions  and  inflammations  of  particularly  the  gastro-pulmonaiy, 
internal  organs  and  tissues,  are,  a  which  is  the  most  extensive,  as  well  as 
repercussion  of  the  blood  from  the  sur-  the  one  that  seems  most  intimately  con- 
face  to  the  central  organs,  or  a  sympa-  nected,  both  anatomically  and  patho- 
thetxc  connection  between  the  skm  and  logically,  with  the  skin,  in  order  to 
these  organs  and  tissues.  relieve  the  system  from  ^e  accumula- 

With  regard  to  the  first  of  these,  tion  of   that  larse  quantity  of  fluid 

repercussion  of  the  blood  fh>m  the  sur-  which  is,  in  a  healthy  condition  of  that 

&ee  to  the  central  organs  of  the  body,  tissue,  eliminated  by  the  skin ;   and 

we  shall  find  that  it  cannot  exist  as  a  which  in  bums  does  certainly  not  pjass 

pennanent  effect  of  bums ;  for  in  these  oflT  by  the  kidneys,  the  urine  not  being 

mjuries,  the  integuments  (unless  they  perceptibly  increased  in  quantity  or 

be  destroyed  in  their  whole  thickness),  alter^  in  quality.    Mr.  Curling,  in  his 

actually   contain    more    blood    than  very  interesting  paper  on  Ulceration  of 

natural ;  as  is  proved  by  the  reddened  the  Duodenum  consequent  upon  Bums, 

and  inflamed  condition  of  the  tme  skin,  published  in  the  Medico-Chimrgical 

and  by  the  swelling  of  the  subcuta-  Transactions   for   the   present   year, 

neons  cellular  memorane ;  so  that  in  accounts  for  the  very  frequent  occur- 

reality,  as  soon  as  the  immediate  shock  rence  of  this   lesion,  by    supposing 

of  the  accident  is  over,  the  intemal  thatBninner'sglandsendeavour'*byan 

oi^gans  ought  to  contain  less  blood  than  increased  action  to  compensate  for  the 

natural,  the  application  of  heat  to  the  suppression  of  the  exhalation  of  the 

skin  acting  as  a  derivative,  were  it  not  skm,  and  that  the  irritation  consequent 

fortheoperationofanoUier  set  of  causes  thereon  often  leads  to  inflammation 

that  wiUpresentlybe  adverted  to.  and  ulceration."    This  appears  to  me 

ThatasympaUietic  connection  exists  a  highly  probable  supposition,  and  is 

between  mflferent  tissues,  and  between  indeed  the  only  way  by  which  we  can 

individual  tissues  and  entire  organs,  in  explain  the  occurrence  of  ulceration 

thefar  morbid  actions,  is  an  established  conflned  to  the  duodenum.     At  the 

fact;  but  it  is  no  less  certain,  that  the  same  time,  however,  I  think  that  we 

word  ''  sympathy"  is  too  often  used  in  are  justified  in  extending  this  expla- 

a  loose  and  vague  sense  to  account  for  nation  i  and  that  ijre  must  account  for 
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the  occurrence  of  a  general  congestion  sionall^  become  engorged,  effusion  of  a 
of  the  gQstro-pnlmonary  mucous  suiv  more  or  less  bloody  fluid  takes  place 
faces,  not  so  much  by  any  repercussion  into  the  diflerent  serous  sacs,  the 
of  the  fluids,  as  has  already  been  stated  arachnoid  amongst  the  rest,  and  death 
does  not  take  place  as  a  permanent  ensues  from  causes  that  are  themselves 
eflS^ct,  the  cutaneous  textures  actually  the  immediate  eflects  of  suppression  of 
being  in  a  state  of  inflammatory  con-  the  natural  secretion  of  the  skin.  By 
gestion,  and  thus  containing,  espe-  this  means  we  may  account  for  the  oc- 
cially  when  the  bum  is  superficial,  currence  of  death  in  the  earlier  period 
more  blood  than  natural,  as  to  the  of  bums,  before  there  has  been  time 
additional  influx  of  blood,  which  is  the  for  inflammation  to  be  lighted  up,  and 
necessary  consequence  of  an  increase  idso  for  the  fatality  of  those  injuries  of 
in  the  activity  of  the  secernent  and  this  nature  that  are  extensive  but  su- 
exhalant  functions  of  this  as  of  all  perficial — bums  of  the  first  and  second 
other  mucous  membranes,  and  which  degrees ;  in  which  cases  the  functions 
is  increased  by  the  accumulaticm  in  the  of  the  part  of  the  skin  injured  are  en > 
system  of  that  fluid  which  ought  to  tirelv  and  suddenly  arrested, 
pass  off  by  the  skin.  These  remarks  on  the  efiectof  the  sun- 

When  we  consider  that  the  average    pression  of  the  cutaneous  secretions  do 
quantity  of  the    cutaneous    secretion    not  apply  merely  to  cases  of  burn,  but 
amounts,  in  a  healthy  adult,  to  eleven    also  to  all  those  of  the  skin  in  which 
grains  in  the  minute,  or  to  between  two    the  functions  of  the  tissue  are  more  or 
and  three  pounds  in  the  twenty-four    less   perfectly   suspended.    We    have 
hours  (Se^n),  we  cannot  suppose  that    already    seen    that    the    morbid    ap- 
this  secretion  should  be  suddenly  ar-    pearances  found  after  death  in  fatal 
rested  to  the  extent  of  one-half,  or  even    cases  of  the  eruptive  fevers  closely  re- 
more,  as  it  necessarily  must  be,  when  a    semble  those  produced  by  bums.  Now, 
corresponding  portion  of  the  skin  is  in-    may  not  those  be  originaLlly  attributable 
jured  by  the  action  of  caloric,  with-    to  the  operation  of  the  same  cause  ? 
out  its  being  absolutely  necessary  that    with  the  exception,  however,  of  those 
one  of  two  things  should  happen ;  either    cases  in  which  the  disease  has  invaded 
that  an  antagonistic  secretion,  to  a  cor-    internal  organs  by  metastasis,  or  in 
responding  amount,  be  set  up  from    which  the  morbid  actions  have   ex- 
some  other  tissue  or  or^n,  or  else  that    tended  themselves  by  continuity  of  tis- 
a  degree  of  plethoric  distension  of  the    sue,  both  of  which  are   of  compara- 
whole  vascular  system,  giving  rise  to    tively  rare  occurrence,  and  cannot  in- 
congestions  ofintemal  organs  and  mem-    terfere   witl^   the   eeneral   rale   that 
branes,  and  effusion  into  seirous  cavities,    secondary  visceral  diseases  are  in  bums, 
take  place.  Now  the  first  does  certainly    and  most  generally  in  eraptive  fevere, 
not  occur  in  most  cases  of  bums  to  a    the  result  of  arrest  of  the  functions  of 
sufficient  extent.    We  do  not,  in  these    the  skin,  and  of  consequent  retention 
injuries,  find  the  urinary  secretion  in-    in  the  sy  tem  of  the  perspirable  matter, 
creased  in  quantity ;  and  although  the        May  not  also  the  deranged  condition 
mucous   membrane  of  the  intestines    of  the    digestive   oreans   and   liver, 
does,  perhaps,  in  many  cases,  attempt    which  is  so  commonly  met  with  in 
to  relieve  the  system  by  an  increased    chronic  cases  of  disease  of  the  skin,  as 
secretion— perhaps,  as  Mr.  Curling  has    in  eczema,  impetigo,  lepra,  psoriasis, 
suggested,  from  Briinner's  glands,  giv-    &c.  be  in  reality,  in  many  instances, 
mg'  rise  to  liquid  stools—yet  this  is    the  effect  of  diminished  functional  ac- 
not  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  main-    tivity  of  this  tissue,  rather  than  the 
tain  the  proper  balance  of  the    cir-    cause  of  the  disease  in  question—the 
culating   fluids.    The   second   conse-    consequence,  and  not  the  cause,  as  it 
quence  must,  therefore,  result;  the  sys-    ia  generally  supposed  to  be,  of  the  cu- 
tem  becomes  hyperemic,  congestions    taneons  affection  P    If  this,  which  can 
ensue  in  the  mucous  membranes,  partly    only  be  ascertained  by  a  long  series 
from  the  condition  that  is  common  to    of    carefully-conducted    observations, 
all  the  tissues,  and  partly  from  the  in-    should  prove  to  be  the  case,  how  ma- 
creased  afiiux  of  blood  that  is  always    terially  will  it  change   the  received 
attendant  upon   increased  functional    opinions  as   to  the  etiology  and  the 
activity  of  a  part.  The  brain  and  lungs,    present  mode  of  treatment  adopted  in 
as  well  as  the  other  large  organs,  occa-    many  of  these  complaints. 
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The  practical  bearing  of  the  facts  usually  so  rapid  in  its  course,  when 
that  have  been  mentioned  in  the  first  once  set  up,  that  no  time  should  be  lost  if 
X>art  of  this  paper,  on  the  constitutional  we  want  to  save  the  patient.  That  this 
treatment  or  bums,  is  sufficiently  ob-  may  often  be  accomplished  by  prompt 
vious.  If,  as  has  been  stated,  the  imme-  venesection  or  leeching,  and  the  usual 
diate  cause  of  the  occurrence  of  internal  treatment  adopted  in  encephalitis,  there 
congestions  and  consecutive  inflamma-  can  be  no  doubt.  A  case  in  point  oc- 
tions  be  the  suppression  of  the  cuta-  curred  about  four  years  ago,  under  Mr. 
neouS  transpiration  to  a  greater  or  less  Samuel  Cooper,  at  University  College 
extent,  and  consequent  retention  in  the  Hospital,  in  a  child  named  Jane  Elbel, 
system  of  a  large  quantity  of  fluid  that  six  years  of  age,  who  was  admitted  for 
ought  to  passoffby  the  skin,  we  should,  an  extensive  burn,  to  the  first,  second, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  supervention  of  and  third  degrees,  of  the  upper  part  of 
these  secondary  diseases,  endeavour  to  the  trunk,  arms,  and  face.  Symptoms 
set  up  such  a  drain  on  the  system  as  of  encephalitis,  followed  by  violent  con- 
would,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  compen-  vulsions,  and  complicated  with  an  ex- 
sate  for  the  arrest  of  the  secretions  of  tensive  bronchitis,  set  in  a  few  days  after 
that  tissue,  and  have  a  tendency  to  admission  :  for  these  she  was  bled  twice 
restore  the  balance  of  the  circulation,  in  the  jugular  vein,  and  treated  in  an 
distended  by  the  accumulation  of  an  active  antiphlogistic  manner,  and  not- 
unusual  (quantity  of  fluid  in  the  sys-  withstanding  the  extensive  injury  for 
tern.  This  must  either  be  efiected  by  which  she  was  admitted,  and  the  serious 
the  employment  of  diuretics,  so  as  to  nature  of  the  aflTections  with  which  it  - 
induce  an  increased  action  in  the  kid-  was  complicated,she  recovered  perfectly, 
neys,  by  guarded  blood-letting,  carried  although  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
to  such  a  length  as  the  powers  of  the  had  energetic  and  prompt  measures 
patient  would  allow;  or  else  (what  been  had  recourse  to,afatal  result  would 
would  be  better,  if  time  and  the  nature  have  occurred.  A  somewhat  similar 
of  the  case  would  admit  of  it)  toencou-  case  is  reported  in  the  Lancet,  by  Mr. 
ra^e  the  process  of  suppuration  as  Thomas :  it  occurred  at  the  Middlesex 
quickly  as  possible.     It  is  a  question  Hospital. 

whether  diuretics  or  blood-letting  mi^ht       Next  to  the  brain  and  its  membranes, 

not  be  of  advantage  in  preventing  in-  the  Iqnss  should  claim  our  special  Ht- 

ternal  congestions  in  extensive  super"  tention,  both  on  account  of  the  frequency 

Jicial  burns,  in  which  the  suppurative  as  well  of  the  severity  of  the  secondary 

Crocess  would,  probably,  not  be  esta-  inflammations  of  those  organs  ;  which, 
lished,  the  inj  ury  not  being  sufficiently  although  of  not  quite  so  common  occur- 
deep  for  that  purpose.  On  the  other  rence  as  lesion  of  the  encephalon,  are 
hand,  when  the  bum  extends  to  a  yet,  in  all  probability,  more  frequently 
greater  depth,  if  there  be  no  immediate  the  cause  of  death,  being  usuaUy  of  a 
occasion  for  the  loss  of  blood,  Irom  the  graver  nature.  It  behoves  us  especially 
actual  occurrence  of  visceral  mischief^  to  be  on  our  guard  whenever  any  ap- 
the  process  of  suppuration  should  be  pNcarances,  however  trifling,  of  oppres- 
hastened  and  maintained,  consistently  sion  in  the  breathing,  or,  of  the  blood 
with  the  powers  of  the  patient,  as  a  not  being  dulv  aerated  in  its  passage 
useful  drain,  and  as,  perhaps,  the  best  through  the  lungs,  are  observed.  In 
mode  of  relieving  the  system  from  the  these  cases  we  must  not  wait  for  the 
pressure  of  the  fluid  retained  within  it.  unequivocal*  signs  of  active  sthenic. 
As  it  has  been  shewn  that  the  brain  idiopathic  pneumonia,  or  bronchitis,  to 
and  its  membranes  are  the  parts  that  shew  themselves,  as  the  symptoms  of 
are  most  frequently  aflected  by  conges-  these  diseases  are,  in  bums,  as  in  all 
tion  ^nd  consecutive  inflammation  in  other  severe  injuries,  necessarily  masked 
eases  of  burn,  we  should,  more  particu-  or  rendered  latent  by  the  general  dis- 
larly  during  the  earlier  sta^  of  these  turbance  of  the  system ;  but  we  must  at 
injuries,  when  the  complications  referred  once,  on  the  supervention  of  the  above- 
to  are  most  to  be  dreaded,  watch  care-  mentioned  symptoms,  proceed  to  the 
fully  for  the  occurrence  of  any  symptoms,  examination  of  the  chest;  and,  if  we 
however  slight,  and  be  most  active  in  encounter  the  usual  signs  of  pneumonia, 
our  measures  whenever  any  of  these  such  as  dulness  on  percussion,  muco- 
shew  themselves,  as  the  progress  of  the  crepitant  or  crepitant  rhonchus,  or  total 
inflammatory  congestion  and  efiusion  is  absence  of  all  rhonchus  with  broncho- 
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phoney  as  active  a  mode  of  treatment  as  it  be  employed  in  the  earlier  stages,  but 
the  circumstances  of  the  individual  case  if  the  ulceration  has  advanced  to  such 
will  admit  of  must  be  had  recourse  to.  an  extent  as  to  occasion  bloody  vomit- 
And  if  the  views  that  have  been  ad-  ing  or  stools,  our  prognosis  must  be 
vanced  with  regard  to  the  cause  of  these  veiy  unfavourable,  although  not  neces- 
secondary  visceral  diseases  be  correct,  sanly  ho|>eles8,  as  Mr.  Curling  states 
they  would  warrant  us  in  the  adoption  that  there  is  a  preparation  in  the  LfOndon 
of  bolder  depletory  measures  than  are  Hospital,  of  a  cicatrized  ulcer  of  this 
usually  had  recourse  to  in  similar  cases ;  part  of  the  intestinal  canal,  that  was 
although  we  must  carefully  bear  in  taken  from  a  patient  who  died  of  ex- 
mind  tne  necessity  of  not  reducing  the  haustion  eight  weeks  after  the  infliction 
patient's  strength  below  a  certain  point,  of  the  bum.  And  in  the  table  appended 
as  he  would  have,  in  severe  bums,  the  to  this  paper  is  mentioned  a  somewhat 
sta^  of  suppuration  to  pass  through,  in  similar  case — a  patient  having  died  of 
which  a  great  call  is  made  upon  the  pneumonia,  on  the  30th  day  after  the 
powers  of  the  system.  accident,  in  whom  a  recenUy-cicatrized 

Although  I  believe  that,  of  the  two  ulcer  was  found  near  the  pyloric  end 

dangers,  the  chance  of  a  fatal  termina-  of  the  stomach. 

tion  occurring  from  inactive  treatment  Hcematemesis  and  bloody  stools  also 
in  the  early  stages  of  visceral  infiamma-  occasionally  occur  in  patients  suflfering 
tion,  consecutive  on  bums,  or  from  too  from  severe  burns,  without  death  en- 
great  a  depression  of  the  powers  of  the  suing ;    probably,  in  the  majority  at 
system  at  a  more  advanced  period,  from  least  of  these  cases,  the  bleeding  takes 
too  energetic  depletory  measures,  the  place  from  the  congested  mucous  mem- 
first  is  the  most  to  be  apprehended,  as  orane,  and  not  from  any  ulceration  in 
it  is  much  easier  to  buildup  the  strength,  the  duodenum,  or  elsewhere  in  the  in- 
thongh  much  reduced,  than  to  check  the  testines  or  stomach, 
course  of  inflammation,  particularly  of  As  my  only  object  in  speaking  at  all 
the  brain  and  lungs,  without  due  deple-  of  the  constitutional  treatment  of  bums 
tion ;    this,  however,  is  only  when  it  has  been  to  prevent  the  frequency  of 
occurs  in  the  earlier  periods  of  the  in-  the  occurrence  of  visceral  mflamma- 
jury;  for  it  would  clearly  be  impossible  tions  in  these  injuries,  and  the  neces- 
to  employ  active  measures  of  this  kind  sity  of  attacking  them  energetically, 
in  cerebral  inflammation,  or  in  pnenmo*  — points  which,  it  apj^ears  to  me,  are 
nia  occurringduring  the  more  advanced  not  universally  recognised — I  shall  ab- 
stages  of  burn,  when  the  system  has  stain  from  maJring  any  remarks  on  the 
already  been  greatly  lowered  by  irrita-  treatment  of  the  suppurative  stajge  of 
tive  fever  and  profuse  discharge.  these  injuries,  or  on  the  supervention  of 

With  regard  to  the  abdominai  viscera,  hectic  or  exhaustion ;  as  me  principles 

although  congestions  of  them  are  very  that  should  guide  us  in  these  are  laid 

common,  yet  they  probably  would  not  down  in  most  systematic  works,  and  are 

of  themselves  prove  fatal,  were  it  not  familiar  to  all. 

for  the  occurrence  of  perforating  ulcer  On  taking,  then,  a  general  review  of 

of  the  duodenum,  which,  as  has  been  the  constitutional  treatment  of  burns,  it 

already  stated,  was  found  in  one  out  of  maybe  stated  that  the  first  object  should 

every  3*6  cases  of  death  that  occurred  be  to  relieve  the  system  of  an  abnormal 

during  the  second  period.  quantity  of  fluid  that  must  have  accu- 

Mr.  Curling,  in  tne  paj^er  already  rcr  mulated  in  it  in  consequence  of  the 

ferred  to,  remarks,  that  in  those  cases  arrest,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  of  so 

in  which  there  is  good  reason  to  suspect  important  a  secretion  as  the  penpira- 

ulceration  of  the  duodenum,  there  being  tion.    This  may  be  accomplished  either 

pain  on  pressure  in  the  right  hypochon-  by  the  administration  of^  diuretics,  by 

drium,  together  with  uneasy  digestions,  yarded  blood-letting,  or  by  encourag- 

and  perhaps  bloody  vomiting  and  stools,  ing  the  process  of  suppuration,  if  it  be 

we  stiould  have  recourse  to  the  applica-  deemed  prudent  to  wait  until  this  be  es- 

tion  of  leeches  to  the  part,  if  it  oe  not  tablishea.    Secon^y,  any  appearance, 

injured  by  the  bum,  to  small  doses  of  however  slight,  of  the  supervention  of 

h^drargyram  cum  creta,  and  to   the  inflammation  in  the  organs  Contained 

mildest  nourishment.  within  the  head,  chest,  or  abdoiben, 

This  plan  of  treatment  may  probably  should  be  watched  with  the   utmost 

be  efli^ctive  in  arresting  the  disease,  if  anxiety,  and  treated,  if  it  do  occur,  as 
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actively  as  the  circumstances  of  the  died  in  St,  George's  Hospital  during  a 
case  will  admit    Thirdly,  the  process  fit  of  hysteria,   and  who  had    never 
of  suppuration  should  be  maintained  or  been  pregnant,  and  in  which  ovarium  a 
arrested  with  a  due  regard  to  the  state  small  circular  aperture  was  observed  in 
of  internal  organs,  and  Recondition  of  the  peritoneum,  which  opening  com- 
the  powers  oi  the  system.  municated  with  a  cavity  in  the  sub- 
stance  of  the  ovarium,  which  was  sur- 
rounded with  a  soft,  yellow,  puckered 
OBSERVATIONS  substance  of  an  oval  shape,  and  which 
ON  is  preserved  in  the  museum.    It  would 
CORPORA  LUTEA  WITHOXTT  CON-  ^^ave  been,   I   presume,  requisite   for 
CEPTIOX  those  who  inspected  the  body  of  liady 

^  '  Flora  Hastings  to  have  made  a  report 

of  such  an  appearance,  if  it  had  been 

To  th€  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  observed.      Had  such  an  appearance 

Sir,  been  described  in  the  report  published 

It  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  no  earthly  after  her  decease,  her  reputation  at  this 

importance  in    practice   whether  the  time,  instead  of  being  pure  as  the  snow 

corpus  luteum  be  formed  by  a  develope-  now  falling  around  us,  would  probably 

ment  of  the  inner  layer  of  the  Graafian  have  been  m  nearly  the  same  condition 

vesicle,  as  Professor  Baer  maintains,  or  as  the  lamplighter's  wife,  whose  case 

by  a  developement  of  the  outer  layer,  has  been  so  circumstantially  recorded 

as  Professor  Owen  andDr.  Martin  Barry  by  Dr.  Paterson,  of  Leith,  and  whose 

state,or  between  the  layers, according  to  speculations  on  the  case  cannot  have 

Dr.  Montgomery,  or  external  to  both,  as  failed  to  excite  general  disgust 

Dr.  Lee  argues,  and  I  believe  salisfac-  These  observations  have  been  made 

torily  proves,  by  his  preparations, andby  in  consequence  of  the  discussion  which 

his  figures  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  has  been  ^oing  on  respecting  the  struc- 

Transactions.  I  think  it  is  a  mere  waste  ture  of  the  corpus  luteum,  and  the 

of  time,  however,  to  fight  any  longer  practical  tendency  which  the  question 

about  this,  for  it  is  very  certain  that  no  is  now  likely  to  take, 

agreement  will  take  place  on  the  subject  Dr.  Allen  Thomson  states  that  cor- 

at  the  present  time :  the  smoke  and  din  pora  lutea  may  be  formed  in  the  ova- 

of  the  discussion  must  pass  away  before  ria  of  women  without   sexual   inter- 

the  truth  can  be   perceived.      It    is,  course.      In    the    article   Generation, 

however,  a  subject  of  the  deepest  im-  contained  in  the  Cyclopcedia  of  Ana- 

Eortance,  not  merely  to  accoucheurs,  tomy,  vol.  ii.  p.  450,  he  observes, 
ut  to  anatomists,  and  to  all  profes-  **  In  what  has  now  been  said  regard- 
sional  men,  that  it  should  speedily  be  ing  the  corpus  luteum,  that  body 
determined  what  are  the  characters  of  has  been  described  as  it  is  formed  in 
corpora  lutea  resulting  from  pregnancy,  the  place  of  a  vesicle  which  has  been 
and  how  they  are  to  be  distinguished  burst  after  fruitful  sexual  union ;  but 
from  those  produced  by  menstruation,  we  may  remark  that  the  same  series  of 
sexual  excitement  without  sexual  inter-  changes  always  follows  the  rupture  of 
course,  blood  within  the  Graafian  vesi-  an  ovarian  vesicle,  from  whatever  cause 
cles,  and  thickening  and  puckering  of  that  may  have  proceeded.  It  is  now 
the  coats  of  the  Graafian  vesicles  from  well  known  that  in  some  animals  the 
disease.  Without  some  better  test  than  rupture  of  ovarian  vesicles  and  subse- 
we  yet  possess  for  distinguishing  true  quent  changes  take  place  without  sexual 
from  false  corpora  lutea,  it  appears  to  union,  merely  from  the  state  of  heat  or 
me  that  the  moral  character  of  every  venerealexcitementof  any  kind;  while 
unmarried  woman,  whose  body  is  sub-  in  others  these  phenomena  are  never 
jected  to  anatomical  inspection  after  observedbut  as  accompaniments  to  con- 
death,  is  liable  to  be  exposed  to  the  ception.  The  sow  and  mare  belong  to 
most  unjust  and  foulest  suspicions,  the  first  of  these  classes  of  animals. 
Suppose,  which  is  not  improbable,  that  The  rabbit,  bitch,  ewe,  and  cow,  may 
a  corpus  luteum  had  been  found  in  one  be  mentioned  as  examples  of  the  se- 
of  the  ovaria  of  Lady  Flora  Hastings  cond,  as  also  is  generally  the  case  in  the 
similar,  to  that  which  was  found  in  the  human  female  ;  but  in  woman,  as  in 
left  ovarium  of  a  young  woman  who  some  other  females,  various  circnm- 

790.— XXXI.  2  Q 
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stances  induce  us  to  believe  that  the  OTum  was  found  in  the  uterus.  1  am 
rupture  of  ovarian  vesicles,  and  the  also  anxious  to  know  whether  'Dr, 
formation  of  corpora  lutca  in  their  Thomson  has  seen  or  known  any 
place,  occasionally  nappen  without  sexual  instance  in  which  conception  took  place 
Hilton,  from  all  those  causes  which  ex-  when  the  fallopian  tubes  were  in  such 
cite  greatly  the  sexual  organs ;  and  we  a  diseased  conaition  that  it  was  impoa- 
are  not  therefore  inclined  to  admit  the  sible  for  an  ovum  to  pass  into  the 
presence  of  a  corpus  luteum,  taken  uterus,  as  was  the  case  with  this  indi- 
alone,  as  a  certain  sien  of  sexual  union  vidual,  and  where  there  was  no  ovum 
having  occurred ;  mough,  conjoined  found  in  the  uterus ;  also,  whether  he 
with  other  signs,  the  presence  of  one  or  Dr.  Paterson  felt  so  confident  that 
or  more  corpora  lutea,  or  the  appear-  it  was  a  true  corpus  luteum,  and  that 
ance  of  ruptured  vesicles,  must  oe  re-  pregnancy  had  taken  place  in  conse- 
ffarded  as  sood  presumptive  evidence,  quence  of  criminal  intercourse  with 
In  some  of  those  animals  in  which  another  man,  that  they  were  induced 
vesicles  frequently  burst  without  sexual  to  state  this  at  the  tnal  of  the  lamp- 
union,  there  are  occasionally  very  many  lighter ;  and  whether,  if  the  lamplighter 
corpora  lutea  in  the  ovary,  so  as  to  was  hanged,  this  evidence  ought  not 
alter  completely  its  form  and  disguise  to  have  preserved  his  life.  If  neither  Dr. 
its  natural  structure,  as  may  frequently  Thomson  nor  Dr.  Paterson  appeared  at 
be  seen  in  the  sow.  the  trial  to  offer  this  evidence,  I  think 

"  Now  the  existence  of  corpora  lutea,  they  were  ^ilty  of  a  neglect  of  moral 

we  have  already  stated,  in  the  sow  and  professional  duty.  But  these  are  new 

(observed  by  Sir  £.  Home),  and  even,  and  interesting  questions  in  physiology 

we  are  inchned  to  hold,  in  the  human  and  medical  junnprudence,  to  the  solu- 

female,  is  not  necessarily  a  proof  of  tion  of  which   I   have  no  doubt  Dr. 

sexual    union  having  previously  oc-  Thomson  will  produce  many  interest- 

curred,  since  the  rupture  of  the  vesicles  ing  facts,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to 

may  have  followed  simple  etcitement  answer  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
of  the  sexual  organs,  and  might  there-       From  an  examination  of  the  coloured 

fore  t  rke  place  either  with  or  without  representation  which  has  been  given  by 

the  male;   and  in  the  second  place.  Dr.  Paterson  of  this  corpus  luteum,  taken 

the  occurrence  of  cavities  or  vesicular  from  the  lamplighter's  wife,  and  which  I 

membranes  within  the  cornora  lutea  is  presume  is  correct,  although  it  does  not 

by  no  means  a  proof  that  tnese  cavities  agree  with  the  description  given  of  it 

are  new,  or  forming  ovarian  vesicles ;  by  him,  and  none  or  the  oQier  figures 

on  the  contrary,  there  is  every  reason  to  agree  vrith  thedescri  ption  given  of  Uiem, 

regard  them  as  unnatural,  or  the  pro-  "1  would  certainly  have  set  it  down  as  a 

duct  of  disease."  clot  of  blood  within  a  diseased  Graafian 

In  the  letter  which  Dr.  A.  Thomson  vesicle,  and  as  bearing  none  of  the 

has  written  in  the  last  number  of  the  niarksofthecorpus  luteum  described  by 

Med.  Gazette,  respecting  the  appear-  authors."  An  eminent  anatomist  (who 

ances  observed  in  Dr.  Paterson's  first  has  paid  some  attention  to  this  subject) 

case— viz.  the  lamplighter's  wife— he  to  whom  I  shewed  the  figure  in  the 

says :   "  I  am  confident  that  the  pe-  Edin^  Med  and  Surg.  Journal,  came 

cmiar  structure    usually  regarded  as  to  the  same  conclusion,  and  said I 

characteristic  of  the  true  corpus  luteum  never  saw  a  true  corpus  luteum  which 

is  so  well  marked  in  it,  that  it  would  be  had  the  least  resemblance  to  this*  I 

impossible  for  any  one  to  confound  it  see  no  yellow  matter  in  it,  either  inside 

with  a  mere  clot  of  blood,  or  to  dis-  or  outside.    Before  Dr.  Paterson  beean 


clearly,  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  profes-  Found  in  the  centre  of  true  corpora 

sion,  what  are  the  differences  between  Intea.     Nothing  of  this  sort  is  men- 

corpora  iutearesultingfrommeresexual  tioned  by  De  Graaf,  Rcederer,  or  W. 

excitement  in  women  without  inter-  Hunter,  or  any  other  author  of  re' 

course,  and  this  corpus  luteum  which  putation    who  has  since   written    on 

he  considers  so  positively  to  have  been  the    corpus   luteum.      He  has  stated 

produced  by  conception— although  no  what  is  completely    erroneous,  when 
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he  asserte  that  his  deseription   coin-  iijn7T*TO  at    r^  a  rwrprwrn-c^ 

cides  with  that  of  the  hcst  authors.  MJliUlUAIj  trAZ<£il  l±i. 

Such  appearances  as  he  has  described  Fridatt,  January  20. 1843. 

lead  me  very  strongly  to  suspect,  as  T 

othere  have  done,  lliat  three  at  least  "  Uct  omnibu.,  licet  etl.m  miU,  di^luten^ 

out  or  the  five  corpora  lutea  described  ahU  M^dJUa  tneri ;  potestM  modo  veniendi  In 

bv     him     were    mlse,    and    not    true  pubUcam  ut,  dicendi  periculiim  non  recmo.'* 

almost  lutea;   and  this  suspicion  is  Ciobro. 

strengthened  into  complete  conviction  ^"^ 

when  I  find  that  in  three  of  the  uteri  LONDON  CHURCHTAKDS. 

out  of  the  five  there  was  no  ovum  found  t-  __„-^  v»-««  ^^^^\.  ^.»«  .«..;!««»»  ^* 

within  the  uteius.    Why  were  the  ova  i^inust  have  struck  many  studento^ 

wanting  P  antiqmty  that  the  chief  mode  of  dis- 

When  Dr.  A.  Thomson  publishes  posing  of  the  dead  employed  since  the 

his  description  of  the  appearances  pre-  commencement  of  the  christian  era  is 

!!^!.^^L5.r^.^?^';?  '°*1f  ^"^^  *  "e^""  between  two  other  ancient 

sexual  umon,    and  shows  how  they  v^ , 

differ  from  true  corpora  lutea,  I  would  "*®^hoa8. 

feel  obliged  to  him  to  state  what  he  Embalming   was  an   attempt,  and 

actually  meant  when  he  said  that  a  often  a  successful  one,  to  give  a  ghastly 

«vity  existed  in  the  interior  of  Dr.  permanence  to  the  remains  of  the  dead ; 

Faterson's  fourth  corpus  luteum.    Dr.  vn    u                      ^  j  ..u    r   ^  .i 

Paterson says,  "this  statemenlfs  erro-  ^^*^*  ^^^n^^ converted  the  festering 

neous,  as  its  centre  was  filled  up  with  corpse  into  a  few  ashes  fit  to  occupy  the 

a    reddish    grey  •  coloured    fibrinous  slender  urn — the  most  elegant  of  monu- 

mass."     Dr.   Reid,  of  St  Andrew's,  ments  I                                               '  « 

S2fStKt;eltKS?tt:  But  embalming,  though  «.«,tldote 

prehcnsible  manner,  by  affirming  that  ^  decay,  was  by  no  means  a  t^isman 

I)r.  A.  Thomson  was  perfectly  correct  against  the  rude  hands  of  the  curious ; 

in  stating  that  there  was  a  central  ca-  and  in  the  middle  ages,  medicine,  and 

jity  in  this  corpus  lutcuuB,  "liiough  consequently  commerce,  found  an  ob- 

there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  any  one  may  ^        ^                   ' 

satisfy  himself  by  looking  at  the  prepa-  i«<^  **^  ^^^  singular  remains, 

ration  in  my  possession,  that  there  can  ««  The  Egyptian    mummies,    which 

be  none,  and  that  Dr.  Thomson  meant  Cambyses  or  time  hath  spared,  avarice 

only  to  say  that  the  true  texture  of  the  now  consnmeth.    Mummy  is  become 

corpus  luteum  occupied  the  surface  of  merchandise;  Mizraim  cures  wouuds, 

the  body  only,  and  did  not  extend  andPharaohissold  for  balsams."* 

through  the  centre."  -kt        v      •                               'jji 

Iffunderetand  thisrightly,  it  means  Now,  burying   occupies   a   middle 

that  Dr.  Thomson  was  perfectly  cor-  space    between    these   methods ;    the 

rect  in  stating  that  there  was  a  cavity  body,  neither  unnaturally  preserved  nor 

where  there  could  be  no  cavity,  and  Ym^v  dispcroed  to  the  winds,  gredu- 

that  Dr.  Patefson  was  perfectly  correct  „   ^^ .       .        ^      ^j^       ^  j 

Yd  saying  that  Dr.  Thomson's  state-  ""'^  »»™  *«•"  *»  *tivi-»«    «    , «« 

mcnt  was  erroneous  when  Dr.  Thom-  a  score  of  years  cannot  be  distinguished 

son  had  committed  no  error.   Who  will  from  the  surrounding  dust, 

not  feel  wonder,  after  these  apparent  Attempts,  however,  are  often  made, 

discordances  are  thus  "^ade  «o  beau-  y^^              ^  ^^^^  ^^  .^^^^  ^^       ^^ 

tifully  to  harmonize,  that  four  opmions  :      ^          _        •     .  ,  ^^         ^  J^. 

should  exist  about  the  corpus  luteum!  P^^  ^  modem  buTMl  the  antiseptic 

I  am,  sir,  power  of  ancient  embalming;  while,  on 

Your  obedient  servant,  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  proposed, 

ScBUTATOB.  ^,y  putting  lime  into  the  coifin,  to  make 

the  process  of  destruction  almost  as 

__  speedy  as  when  cor|)ses  are  consumed 

^"^'^■^■^™"^^"^»»^— "~^'^'^— ""^  ■ 

*  SirThomu  Brpwiie*s  Hydriotaphla. 
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in  the  pyre.     It  must  be  confessed,  and  most  diligently  spread  abroad,  is 

that  both  these  deviations  from  usage  the  testimony  to  the  noisome  effluYia 

destroy  the  characteristics  of  burial,  proceeding  from  our    London  ceme- 

The  permanent  coffin  indefinitely  pro-  teries. 

longs  the  state  of  decomposition,  and  Mr.  John  Irwin,  a  house-painter,  was 

instead  of  preserving  the  corpse,  as  re-  at  work  in  St.  Sepulchre's,  when  a 

latives  fondly  imagine,  must  frequently  clearing-out  of  the  vault  was  going  on, 

detain  from  its  kindred  dust  a  loath-  performed  by  four  men    and  a  boy. 

some  flood  of  putrefaction.  "  They    were    taking    baskets    after 

Hence  a  leaden  coffin,  instead  of  baskets  of,  I  may  almost  say,  decom* 
being  considered  a  mark  of  respect,  posed  matter ;  but  it  does  not  come  to 
should  rather  be  ranked  among  those  '  that,  it  was  arms  and  legs,  and  flesh, 
remnants  of  a  false  taste,  which  are  in  a  dried  state,  something  like  russet- 
discarded  as  civilization  advances.  leather." 

The  use  of  lime  to  hasten  decay  is  These  dried  or  drying  remains,  in 

still  more  destructive  of  those  feelings  their  passage  from  the  vault  to  the 

on  which  burial  is  founded,  and  which  bone-house,  diflfused   so  mephitic   an 

it  tends  in  its  turn  to  foster ;  it  seems  a  odour,  that  the  witness  was  taken  ill, 

mode  in  which  instinct  is  entirely  sa-  and  left  work  for  three  days, 

crificed  to  economy,  and  far  more  fit  But  the  grand  store-house  of  decom- 

^  for  a  speculator  in  cemeteries  than  a  re-  position  and  its  consequences  appearsto 

lationora  friend.    We  should  hardly  havebeenEnonChapel  in  St.  Clement's 

have  thoughl  it  necessary  to  mention  it  Lane.      Thousands  of  corpses   wei^e 

at  all,  had  not  Colonel  Fox  constantly  huddled  together  in  the  vault  of  this 

asked  the  witnesses  before  the  Com-  Stygian  temple,  until  the  effluvia  pene- 

mittee  on  this  subject,*  how  this  plan  trated  through  the  boards  above,  and 

would  be  liked  by  the  public.    The  were  perceptible  to  the  smell.    Nor 

answer,  with  rare  exceptions,  was,  that  were  the  effluvia  the  only  evidence  of 

it  would  be  extremely  disliked.    Mr.  what  ^"as  going  on  below.  Insects  like 

Harker,  an  undertaker,  gives  another  bugs  in  shape  and  carriage,  but  with 

~  objection,  namely,  that  lime  produces  the  unpleasant  addition  of  wings,  flew 

so  liquid  a  state  of  the  body,  that  the  about  the  chapel   by  hundreds,  and 

men  can  scarcely  carry  the  coffin,  from  showed,  too  clearly,  that  Enon  Chapel 

theflowandtheodour.— Report,  p.  105.  was  rather  for  the  dead  than  for  the 

This  notable  scheme  would  not  be  en-  living, 

dured  by  the  middle  or  lower  classes.  Twelve  thousand  bodies  were  buried 

and  would  scarcely  be  proposed  to  the  in  this  lurid  cave,  according  to  the 

upper  ones.  supposition  of  the  witness  Pitts ;  while 

Let  us,  therefore,  be  content  with  the  exasperated  pamphleteer,  whom  we 

interments  in  wooden  coffins ;  and  in-  cited  in  our  last  article,  declares,  fit)m 

stead  of  taking  means  to  accelerate  an  inspection  of  the  minister's  register, 

decay,  let  bodies  be  buried  in  situations  that  the  whole  number  buried  "  during 

where  room  enough  may  be  found  for  seven  principal  years  of  interment"  was 

generations  of  the  dead.  only  3503.    To  make  the  thing  com- 

The  chief  point  of  the  evidence,  the  plete,  a  Sunday-school  was  held  over 

one  which  ought  to  be  most  insisted  on,  the  noisome  receptacle ;  so  that  during 

'^^  R^p^itft^  ~^7s^iect  Committee  on  im.  ™®^^  ^^*°  ^^^  *^®  Sunday  the  minU- 

provement  of  health  in  towns,  &c.    Effect  of  in-  ter  repeated  the  cruelty  of  Mezentins  • 

terment  of  bodies  in  towns.    Ordered  by  the  '         *»**.*«*Mua  . 

House  of  Commons  to  be  printed,  Jane  14, 1 843.  Mortua  quinetiam  jwigebat  oorpoim  mia ! 
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Mr.  W.  Barn,  a  master  carman,  gives  In  a  word,  the  evidence  that  bodies 

equally  striking  evidence  to  the  state  of  are  buried  in  London  close  to  the  sur- 

this    unrivalled   burying   vault.     On  fece  of  the  ground,  that  the  steams  of 

occasion  of  the  enlargement  of  a  sewer  corruption  constantly  pollute  the  air» 

under  the  chai)el,  he  was  employed  to  that  vaults  emit   the   same    hideous 

cart  away  sixty  loads  of  rubbish.    The  blasts,  that  even  leaden  coffins  are  no 

greatest  portion  of  this  consisted  of  certain  safeguard  against  these  exhala- 

putrefied  bodies  ;  no  doubt,  in  various  tions,    is   overwhelming.    Few    prac- 

stages  of  decomposition.    Some  would  titioners  of  physic,  we  imagine,  will 

be  totally  reduced  to  mould ;  a  part  ask  for  evidence  that  these  odours  are 

was  bones ;  and  a  part  was  in  a  fresher  unwholesome  ;  the  fact  that  they  exist 

state.  is  sufficient  to  call  for  a  reform. 

"There  were  some  men   repairing  The  only  serious  obstacles  to  the 

Clement's    Lane;    they   asked  me  to  change    are    pecuniary  ones.     Many 

give  them  a  few  baskets  of  rubbish,  dissenting  chapels  have  been  built  on 

which  I  did,  and  they  picked  up  a  speculation,  and  the  income  of  their 

human  hand,  and  were  looking  at  it,  .  .  ^           .         .            *       _*.    r 

and  there  were  crowds  collected ;  it  did  ^imstcrs  arises,  m  great  part,  from 

not  appear  to  have  been  buried  pro-  burials.      Some    compensation   must, 

bablv  a  month ;  it  was  as  perfect  as  my  therefore,  be  granted  to  the  owners  of 

hand." — Report,  p.  14.  these  profitable  resting-places,  a  point 

Mr.  W.  Bum  has  no  doubt  that  the  which  appears  to  have  been  omitted  in 

sewer  had  been  previously  made  use  of  Mr.  Mackinnon's  Bill.    This  omission 

to  get  rid  of  superfluous  bodies,  and  is  the  eheval  de  batailUoi  the  incensed 

thus  clear  the  vault  for  fresh  customers,  patriot,  who  runs  on  for  ever  after  the 

Some  months  before  giving  his  evi-  following  fashion  :— 

dence,  he  had  carted  away  several  loads  "Yes!  it  was  next  to  sacrilege  to 

of  this  kind  of  earth  from  the  Savoy  impair  in  the  least  the  comforts  of  a 

burial-ground :  "  1  do  all  sorts  of  work,  single  clergyman ;   but,  though  a  hun- 

.®         .-^         ^.           j<.i_^-  dred  dissenting  ministers  were  ruined, 

sometimes  night-emptymg,  and  that  is  -^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^{^1^^^  compensation 

beautiful  in  comparison  to  this."  nor  compassion.    Sir,  is  this  justice  ? 

The  utter  irreverence  for  the  remains  You  must  have  learned  from  Locke, 

of  the  dead*  which  such  proceedings  that/  the  nature  and  office  of  justice  is 

,      .    ^        1.  •       *         J  to  dispose  the  mmd  to  a  constant  and 

must  engender  is  too  obvious  to  need  ^^^^^  readiness  to  render  to  every 

comment ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  in  man  his  due.* "  &c.  &c*. 

another  instance  which  we  are  about  to  ^his  defect  will  doubtless  be  supplied 

add  to  those  we  quoted  last  Friday,  .^  ^^^  ^.^  ^^  ^^  introduced  by  govern- 

reality  has  again  been  forestalled  by  ^^^^^^    ^^^  ^^e  patriot  may  then  be 

Shakspeare.    We  will  place  the  sen-  j^^pp^^  ^^^^^^i  the  air  of  London  be 

tences  of  the  poet  and  the  grave-digger  ^p^^^^  ^^^  infection, 

in  juxtaposition.  y^^  m^y  ^hen  hope  to  see  cemeteries 

"  Did  these   bones  cost    no    more  entirely  free  from  the  revolting  inde- 

the  breeding,  but  to  play  at  loggats  cencies    practised  in  the  metropolis; 

with  them  r^-^-Hamlet,  Act  V  Sc.  I.  cemeteries  where  bodies  shall  repose 

"  1  have  seen  them  play  at  what  is  ,.  .    ,   j  r      .  i      .  l  ir 

called  skitUes ;  put  up  bones,  and  take  undisturbed  for  at  least  half  a  century, 

skulls  and  knock  them  down ;  stick  up  and  shall  not  be  touched  till  they  are 

bones  in  the  ground,  and  throw  a  skuD  undistinguishable  from  the  clod  which 

at  them  as  you  would  a  skittle-ball."—,  encompasses  them. 

Evidence  of  E.  C.  Copeland,  Report,    — 

p.  71.  *  Health  of  Tomis,  Sec,  p.  6ft. 
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PROTESTANT  SISTERS  OP  CHARITY.  ««owgh  to  temm,  yet  old  etioiagli  to  be 

sick  of  worldly  Tanities  ;  in  short,  with 

The  late  Dr.  Gooch,  in  a  letter  with  •trong  sense,  a  good  edneBtion,  and 

which  he  enriched  the  first  yolome  of  "omething  of  the  devotee,  (there  are 

our  journal,  proposed  the  introduction  niany  such.)'' 

of  Bisters  of  Charity  into  England.  Could    such  women  be  found,  the 

"  They  should  be  not  mere  nurses  and  institution  would  assuredly  be  suoeeae- 

leligious  instructors,'»he  says,  "buta  ^^^    B»*  !«*   ™    descend  from   the 

set  of  rehgious   female    physicians."  l»aghte  of  what  we  wish,  to  the  flat 

This  has  not  been  accomplished,  nor  !«▼«*  <>^  ^^^  ^«  «»» w"*  proceed  to 

attempted;  but  an   establishment  of  detail  the  rules, 

nuniesi  who  tend  the  rich  and  poor  (the  The  sisters  receive  a  stipend,  and 

latter    gratuitously)    now   exists    in  during  the  intervals  of  their  engage- 

London.    An  account  of  the  system  is  n^ents  reside  at  home,  (in  Devonshire 

contained  in  a  small  pamphlet  lying  Street,  Kshopsgate,)  where  they  em- 

before  us.*  V^^7  ^  P^^  o^  ^^^^  ^u^e  in  nnrni^  the 

A  Society  was   founded  in    1840,  fiick  poor  of  the  neighbourhood, 

whose  object  is  to  provide  all  classes  They  are  dressed  in  a  uniform,  and 

with  nurses  of  a  superior  stamp  to  *'  i"  »<>  «««  ^^^  V>^^  omamenU  or 

those  commonly  to  be  met  with.    The  jewellery,  kce,  embroidery,  feathers,  or 

donations  of  rich  patients  are  to  sup-  artificial  flowers."    Their  engagement 

port  the  sisters  for  the  benefit  both  of  »  entered  into  for  three,  five,  or  seven 

rich  and  poor.    Before  a  candidate  can  y®*" '  ^°*  *^  *  ^^^^^  wishes,  for  some 

be  enrolled  on  the  list  of  sisters,  she  9^^  reason,  to  resign  her  office  sooner, 

undeigoes  a  probation  of  two  months  •^^  "  ^^  «*▼«  ^««  months'  aotice. 

in  a  public  hospital,  where  her  know-  The  pamphlet  contains  the  naoMS  of 

ledge  is  increased,  and  her  powers  of  ^e^^®  ««'«"  i  ^«t  m  ^*»e  list  in  the 

endurance  tested.  Much  as  knowledge  ^^V  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^o  erasures,  and 

is  desirable  in  a  nurae,  good  feeling  ^^^  manuscript  additions,  we  m^y  pie- 

ranks  still  higher  ;t  and  the  object  of  8^™«  ^^«  present  number  to  be  fifteen. 

the  society  is  to  procure  sisters  who  The  sisters  are  forbidden  to  accept  any 

will  devote  themselves  to  their  duties  remuneration  ;  the   sums  paid  being 

from  charity  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  "^"^  ^  ^«  *^<>*^  ^f  management, 
word,  rather  than  from  the  hope  of       They  are  also  charged  most  aaraart* 

gain."    I  would  select  two  or  three  -ty  to  hold  sacred  the  knowledge  which, 

wojnen,"  says  Dr.  Gooch,  **  not  super-  to  a  certain  extent  they  must  obtain  of 

annuated  servants  in  search  of  a  quiet  ^«  private  afiiurs  of  any  household  or 

livelihood,  who  are  thinking  of  nothing  individual  they  may  attend, 

but  how  to  make  money  with  the  least  •     Abstinence  from  alcohol  during  the 

trouble,  and  who  would  apply,  or  be  °^«^*   "    enjoined  in  the   following 

recommended  in  crowds  for  such  a  *n*^°er- 

purpose!  but  women  originally  and  "When  sitting  up  at  night,  they  are  to 
habitually  of  a  higher  order,  young  ^^^  ^^^^^^  toa,  coflfee,  or  cocoa,  unksa 
■ infection    prevail,   and    the    medical 

Londoo.i84s.  thing  else." 

t  "  We  find,  as  flur  as  credit  is  to  be  riyen  to  «>?             *      *          ji 

thecelesUsl  hienunphy  of  that  soppoeed  Dionyeius,  ^he   want   Of  good   nuxses   waS  an 

ti'^^SX  SL^'^'X^y,^,^  tX  •«»'««  '"d  »  '^^i  whether  thta 

^^Si  £?LjrSt.Sii^.^!fiif  J?J&  •«»«««««>  ^\  fi"  it  »P.  ««n«Jn.  for 

A^vancemtnt  i^lieaming,  time  tO  detcmune. 


HOMOSOPATHIC  QUAGKBRI£S  OF  THE  DAY.  59!^ 

HOMCEOFATHIC   QUACKERIES  OF  impression  that  a  word  is  enough  for 

TUB  DAY.  the  wise.    For  the  thinking  class  of 

mankind  the  pulling  out  of  one  or  two 

7b  ih€  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  foundation-stones  ot  an^  supposed  sci- 
Sir,  ence,and  exhibiting  its  internal  rotten- 
It  was  my  intention  in  the  autumn  of  ness,  would  be  sufficient  to  confirm 
last  year  to  offer,  through  your  journal,  them  in  the  assurance  that  a  fabric 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  eagerness  with  based  upon  such  materials  must  fall ; 
which,  in  the  present  age,  erery  species  and  when  homoeopathy  was  first 
of  quackery  is  received,  however  pre-  practised  in  this  country  its  falla* 
posteroasitsabanrdities.  An  announce-  cies  were  so  exposed  by  sound  rea- 
ment  in  the  daily  jonmals  of  an  article  spning  and  argument,  in  some  excel- 
advertised  to  appear  in  the  Quarterly  lent  papers  wnich  appeared  in  ^our 
Review  of  December,  entitled,  *'  Brandy  journal  and  other  medical  publications, 
and  Salt  —  Homoeopathy  —  Hydro-  Possibly,  had  the  channel  through 
pathy,"  induced  me  to  postfjone  my  which  these  observations  were  corn- 
observations,  in  the  expectation  that  municated  been   of  a  more  extended 


of  seeking  the  philosopher's  stone  in  saved, and  muchof  the  practical  misery. 
"  mines  so  barren,"  or  rather,  I  should  which,  in  my  belief,  it  nas  occasioned, 
say,  BO  productive  of  rubbish.  That  mi^ht  have  been  prevented.  This 
article  has  appeared;  but,  able  as  it  opmion  has  been  considerably  strength- 
must  be  acknowledged  to  be,  it  does  ened  by  an  observation  made  to  me  by 
not  seem  to  me  to  have  adopted  the  a  very  sensible  though  susceptible  per- 
line  of  reasoning  most  likely  to  open  son,  who,  in  the  early  career  of  homoeo- 
the  eyes  of  those  who  are  prone  to  run  pathy,  was  a  disciple  of  Hahnemann, 
after  novelties  without  investigating  that,  "  had  he  then  seen  the  medical 
their  soundness.  Perhaps,  indeed,  the  arguments  which  had  since  convinced 
manner  in  which  the  writer  in  the  him  of  its  fiillacies,  he  should  never 
Quarterly  Review  has  handled  the  ab-  have  been  led  away  by  its  plausibili- 
surdity  of  the  "  brandy  and  salt"  sys-  ties."  If,  therefore,  my  remarks,  and 
temmay  convince  the  thinking  class  of  the  facts  I  am  about  to  state,  should 
the  community,  and  that  the  death  of  be  acceptable  to  your  journal,  and 
that  tfteeimen  pf  fkoMemu  may  be  ex-  generally  approved  by  your  readers,  it 
pected  to  result  from  it  Perhaps,  too,  would  lie  a  question  whether  it « might 
the  exposure  of  one  fallacy  may  lead  not  be  advisable  to  bring  them  in  some 
some  to  suspect  the  validity  of  others ;  other  way  more  immediately  before  the 
but  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  sub-  public.  After  shewing  the  class  of 
iect  of  homceopathy  requires  to  be  persons  who  are  most  frequently  the 
nandled  in  a  manner  somewhat  differ-  victims  of  such  delusions,  and  the  man- 
ent  from  that  adopted  by  the  writer  in  ner  in  which  the  creduUty  even  of  su- 
question.  In  his  introduction  of  ho-  perior  minds  is  worked  upon  by  their 
mceopathyl  for  instance,  he  has  de-  authors,  and  the  implicit  and  unin- 
scribed  it  as  "  having  pretensions  of  a  quiring  faith  which  these  persons  be- 
more  lofty  character  tnan  that  of  brandy  6 tow  upon  their  deceivers,  I  hope  to 
and  salt ;"  and  although  some  may  illustrate  the  truth  of  mv  objections  to 
understand  the  meaninjg  of  the  reviewer  the  pretended  science byfiictB  which  will 
in  this  and  his  following  remarks,  yet  prove  its  lamentable  practical  results, 
their  ambiguity  appears  likely  to  mis-  Here  1  must  strongly  protest  against 
lead  the  generality  of  readers,  and  in-  the  supposition  that  medical  men 
duce  them  to  suppose  that  its  daims  are  ^nerally  jealous  of  new  dis- 
on  their  notice  are  something  more  covenes,  or  bigoted  to  the  course 
than  "pretensions."  It  assumes  an  adopted  by  their  predecessors  in  the 
appearance  of  reasoning  and  science ;  art ;  for  we  could  mention  many  in- 
and  this  is  the  clap-trap  by  which  so  stances  of  the  readiness,  nay,  eager- 
many  are  ensnared.  The  fallacies,  in-  ness,  with  which  medical  practitioneni 
deed,  of  this  supposed  science  he  has  have  accepted  suggestions  for  the  in- 
exposed  by  a  few  striking  metaphysical  crease  and  improvement  of  their  pro- 
arguments,  and  has  then  left  it  m  its  fessional  knowledge.  Our  Murnals  are 
pnstineprofundity;  doubtless  under  the  every  week  filled  with  the  remaite 
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made  upon  tha  various  discoveries  inci-  though    humorously    exposed.       Tlic 

dent  to  the  science  of  medicine — their  passage  is  the  supposed  advice  of  a 

utility  pointed  out,  and  their  fallacies,  parent  to  his  son  in  the  choice  of  & 

either  of  theory  or  practice,  exposed,  profession. 

For  illustrations  of  this  readiness  of  the        "As  for  medicine,  if  you  set  up  in 
faculty  to   admit    scientific   improve-  what  is  called  an  honourable  manner, 
ments,  even  in  matters  where  prejudice  to  kill  by  diploma,  you  will  find  the 
was  strong,  and   even  where  success  game  so  beaten  and  hunted  that   'tis 
was  doubtful,  if  laid  before  them  in  an  ten  to  one  vou  bag  a  patient   once   a 
honest,  open,  and  candid  manner,  we  twelvemonth.    If,  indeed,  fortified,  by 
need  only  refer  to  the  introduction  of  your  own  authorised  opinion,  yoa  can 
Dr.  Jenner's  wonderful    discovery  of  prescribe,  if,  by  virtue  of  the  Stamp 
vaccination,  and  the  more  recent  appli-  Office— the  government  kindly  su^r- 
cation  and  use  of  the  stethoscope ;  as  ing  the  utterance  of  any  compound  at 
well  as  the  administering  of  new  medi-  Is.  2d.  per  pot — you  can  persuade  peo- 
cines,  such  as  Morphia,  Veratria,  &c.  pie  into  patent  remedies  against  disease 
May  we  not,  therefore,  call  upon  the  and  death,  disarming  the  destroyer  by 
pubhc  to  believe,  that  had  there  been  a  learned  name  attached  to  bread  pills 
any  real  excellence  in   homoeopathy  or  coloured  Thames  water, — take  my 
the  medical  profession  generally  would  blessing,  and  straightway,  having  en- 
have  given  their  patients  the  full  benefit  tered  into  a  sleeping  partnership  with 
of  it  ?  a  confidential  undertaker,  found  a  Col- 
The  importance  of  any  pretended  leee  of   Health.     There  is  no  snch 
remedy  for  disease  exerts  its  influence  golden  walk  to  fortune  as  through  the 
on  that  great  majority  of  the  public  who  bowels  of  the  credulous;    and  when 
are  necessarily  incapable  of  judging  of  sick  all  men  are  credulous.    P^n  is  a 
medical    evidence,   because    they  are  p-eat  leveller,  alike  hurling  down  seep- 
ignorant  of  the  extraordinary  working  ticism,  philosophy,  and  mere  prosaic 
of  the  human  mind,  which    exhibit  common  sense.    The  man  who,  before 
themselves  to  medical  men  only,  not  in  his  friends,  will  sneer  at  a  vaunted 
unhealthy  individuals  alone,  but  often  specific,  will  sneak  out  by  himself  to 
in  those  who  are  apparently  free  from  consult  the  quack  vendor  of  the  despised 
disease.    The  medical  man  alone  wit-  anodyne :  in  the  same  way  that  fine 
nesses  in  full  force  the  varieties  in  the  ladies,  who  laugh  at  the  science  of 
sensibility  of  different  individuals,  as  astrology,  will  disguise  themselves  in 
evinced  particularly  in  their  power  of  old  shawls  and  bonnets,  and  venture 
bearing  pain,  or  of  concealing  it  to  up  dirty  lanes  and  into  foul  garrets,  to 
serve  a  purpose.    Experienced  medical  consult  bed-ridden  fortune-tellers   on 
men  are  alone  capable  of  ascertaining  the  whereabout  and  when-coming  of 
the  existence  or  non-existence  of  dis-  their  future  husbands.    If  you  have 
ease   amongst  the  variety  and   com-  any  feeling  for  medicine,  and  have  face 
plexity  of  symptoms  which  distinguish  and  nerve  to  cry  'quack'  lustily,  away 
particular  affections;   and  they  alone  with  you  into  the  market-place,  and 
can  say  with  certainty  whether  disease  begin.    But  if,  with  the  unprofitable 
has  actually  existed,  or  if  so,  whether  pnde  of  science,  you  would  only  physic, 
it  is  or  is  not  actually  cured  by  the  bleed,  and  blister  on  the  strengtli  of  a 
remedy  alleged  to  have  removed  it.  diploma,  the  boy  who  carries  out  your 
For  there  is  a  strong  inclination  in  medicine   shall  be  happier  than  his 
mankind  generally  to  assist  in  propa-  master,  and — when  he  gets  his  wages — 

fiiting  an  imposition  to  which  they  better  paid." 
ave  themselves  yielded,  both  because        As  to  the  manner  in  which  credulity 

it  makes  them  objects  of  interest  to  the  is  worked  upon  by  the  author  of  a  fal- 

public,  and  because  it  appears  to  justify  lacious  discovery,  I  would  ask  what 

them  in  having  given  it  their  con-  would  be  the  course  adopted  by  men  in 

fidence.    These  remarks  may  serve  to  general  to  test  the  truth  or  fallacy  of 
prove  the  vast  extent  of  that  class  of   any  invention  which  professed  by  inge- 

persons  who,  as  we  professed  to  ,shew,  nuity  and   labour    to    supersede   the 

arc  most  liable  to  be  deceived  by  the  theories  and  practice  of  a  science  which 

invocations  of  quackery.      I  cannot  had  existed  for  ages,  and  had  submitted 

refrain  from  introducing  here  a  passai^e  to  those  various  improvements  which  the 

from  a  satirical  publication,  where  this  progress  of  human  knowledge  had  sug- 

gullibility  of  the  public  is  most  forcibly,  gested  ?    We  will  take,  as  an  example, 
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any  fresh  discovery  in  the  art  of  war —  closely  the  principles  as  well  as  the 
8«|ch  as  a  piece  of  ordnance,  or  any  new  effects  of  the  new  system,  and  disabuse 
manceuvre  in  military  tactics,  and  we  the  public  mind,  if  they  should  be  found 
may  be  allowed  to  ask  whether  our  com-  unsound  or  dangerous ;  or  recommend 
mander-in-chief,   by  the  advice  of   a  and  adopt  them,  if  deserving  the  atten- 
person  clearly  and  indisputably  igno-  tion  which  they  claim.     And  here  we 
ran  of  all  military  matters,  and  there-  would  state  our  objection  to  that  ab- 
fore  incompetent  to  judge  of  the  merits  surd  and  dangerous  ree^ulation,  under 
or  demerits  of  the  proposed  alteration,  which  any  person,  protessional  or  non- 
would  himself  immediately  sanction  its  professional,  ignorant  or  learned,   is 
adoption,  and  only  after  it  has  occa^  enabled  to  le^lize  the  use  of  a  nos- 
sioncd    the    most    disastrous    conse-  trum,  destructive  perhaps  in  its  ingre- 
quences,  or  palpably  failed  in  its  pro-  dients,  by  simply  applying  at  Somerset 
niised  effect,  would  direct  the  Board  of  House  for  liberty,  at  the  cost  of  is.  l^d. 
Ordnance,orthe authorities atWoolwich,  to  poison  and  destroy  any  of  her  Ma- 
to  report  upon  its  utility  ?    Yet  in  this  jesty's  liege  subjects, 
manner  does  the  public  take  upon  itself        It  has  been  said,  that  homoeopathic 
-to  decide,  wiihput  submission  to  any  practice  at  least  is  harmless;  that  the 
medical  board,  upon  a  novelty  the  adop-  drugs  which  are  used,  although  most 
tionof  which  may  affect  the  existence  of  powerful,    being    dispensed    m    such 
their  nearest  and  dearest  relatives ;  and  minute  doses,  can  do  no  injury  ;  but 
in  this  manner  do  the  leaders  of  the  even  if   this  were    admittea,  which, 
public  mind  give  their  countenance  to  however,  we  are  far  from  admitting, 
theories  upon  the  mere  assertion  of  there  are   numerous    maladies   of   a 
parties  totally  incompetent  to  judge  of  severe  and  active  character,  rapid  in 
their  practical  effect  or  utility.     In  the  their  progress,  and  if  uncheckea,  pro- 
instance  above  supposed,  would  not  our  ductive  of  formidable  organic  changes, 
commander-in-chief    have    first    sub-  and  fatal  in  their  event.    For  such 
mitted  the  proposed  innovation  to  the  cases,  during  the  trial  of  these  harmless 
serious  consideration  of  military  men,  experiments,  that  time  is  lost  beyond 
and  sanctioned  by  their  experience  and  which  there  can  be  no  remedy,  and 
approbation,  have  commanded  its  gene-  often  is  the  faithful  and  regular  prac- 
ral  adoption  P     Ought  not  the  same  titioner  at  length  called  in  for  no  pur- 
submission  to  the  practical  experience  pose  but  to  declare  that  he  can  render 
of  the  profession  to  have  preceded  the  no  relief.     It  is  therefore  highly  neces- 
introduction  of-  a  medical  novelty,  the  sary  that  the  public  should  be  apprized 
consequences  of  which  might  be,  as  of  this  most  probable  result  of  their 
unhappily  they  have  proved  to  be,  of  so  confidence  in  this  charlatan  practice,  in 
serious  and  lamentable  a  character  ?  cases  at  least  of  acute  disease.     It  is 
This  most  reasonable  method  of  test-  necessary  also  that  they  should  learn 
ing  the  value  of  the  homoeopathic  system  to  distinguish  between  ctire^  and  par- 
was  in  fact  adopted  in  a  neighbouring  tial  recoveries^  before  they  allow  them- 
country.  The  hospitals  of  France,  being  selves  to  draw  others  into  the  trap  by 
far  from  exclusive  in  their  character,  assertions    of    success,    which    may 
opened  their  wards  to  the  disciples  of  eventually  prove  false  and  unfounded. 
Hahnemann,  and  what  was  the  result,  as  There  is,  moreover,  another  most  dis- 
published  in  a  French  medical  journal  P  honest  method  by  which  the  believers 
They  were  found  to  fail  in  their  expert-  in  this  system  seek  to  gain  proselytes. 
meniSfUnd  the  wards  were  closed  against  They  assert  that  Dr.  C.  or  Dr.  L.  has 
them.    It  is  true  that  in  this  country  it  c^iven  up  some  particular  case  as  hope- 
wonld  never  be  allowed  to  open  the  less,  and    beyond  the  reach  of  their 
wards  of  a  hospital  to  try  the  effects  of  skill,  and  that  Dr.  Q.  or  Dr.  D.  has 
a  new  system  upon  the  poor  who  were  been  then  called  in  ¥rith  his  homceopa- 
its  inmates ;  but  surely  there  would  be  thic  dose,  and  that  miraculous  has  been 
no  difficulty  in  forming  a  board  of  men  the  result !  whereas  in  fact  Dr.  C.  or 
of  great  eminence  in  each  branch  of  Dr.  L.  have  been  so  far  from  declaring 
the  medical  profession  (and  the  ap-  such  case  hopeless  (a   plan  which  a 
pointment  of  such  a  board  for  so  im-  skilful  practitioner  would  very  rarely 
portant  a  matter,  where  the  lives  of  adopt),  that  they  have  never  thong ht  it 
her  Majesty's  subjects  are   at  stake,  to  be  so ;  and  thus  the  homceopathic 
would  not  he  unworthy  the  attention  of  doctor  carries  off  the  wreath  which 
the  Govemment)i  who  might  examine  ought  to  have  adorned  the  brow  of  his 
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supplanted  predecessor.    Again,  there  Siimlar  treatment  was  reoomiiieiided  in 

are  many  cases  where  the  complaint  the  event  of  future  soppnration  in  any 

has  existed  only  in  the  im&ginatwH  of  other  glan&.    Her  fri^ds  followed  the 

the  patient,  and  in  these  it  will  be  no  advice  of  a  penon  totally  ineompeieBt 

matter  of  wonder  if  the  homosopathic  of  judging  or  the  system  of  honuBopft* 

globule,  in  aid  of  said   imagination,  thy,  to  place  her  under  the  care  of  ooe 

should  effect  a  cure.    In  chronic  sto*  of  its  practitioners.    Thesuigeon,  alter 

mach   disorders   also,  many  patients  some  time,  was  requested  to  see  the 

have  recovered  under  an  homcsopathic  curb  which  had  been  eflEected  in  fada 

doctor,  .and  thus  been  the  means  of  former  patient,  and  was  not  a  little  a»- 

exalting  his  ffluoae,  whereas  it  would  be  tonished  to  find  that  nothing  had  been 

easy  to  shew  that  such  patients  needed  done  to  check  the  evil  they  nad  before 

only  cautious  diet,  time,  the  abandon-  so  dreaded,  and  that  other  glands  had 

ment  of  a  -habit  of  taking  too  much  suppurated,  had  burst,  and  left  their 

aperient  medicine,  and  the  observance  consequent  deformity.     As  after  the 

of  ngvlax  rules«  to  effect  their  cure— -all  suppuration  of  the  former  pland,  her 

of  wnich,  even  an  oU-fashioned  doctor  constitution  rallied,  and  this  was  the 

would  of  course  have  directed*  vaunted  curb  effected  by  homceopathy. 

"  A  gentleman  had  been  out  of  A  gentleman  had  been  for  some  time 
health  ior  some  time,  and  had  paid  subject  to  acute  inflammation  of  the 
but  little  attention  to  the  directions  of  **  membrana  conjunctiva,*'  and  had 
his  medical  attendant  i  was  advised  to  been  attended  by  a  surgeon  of  great 
consult  an  homoeopathic  physician;  eminence  in  the  metropolis,  who  on 
he  did  so,  and  remained  under  his  care  every  occasion  had  succeeded  in  subdu- 
six  weeks,  the  doctor  making  his  visit  ing  it.  On  a  recurrence  of  the  com- 
as often  as  he  pleased ;  he  imnroved  in  plaint,  by  theiudicunu  advice  of  friends 
health,  in  short  was  cured.  J^ow,  ex-  ne  was  placed  under  the  care  of  an  ho- 
claimed  his  friend,  vou  henceforth  mcsopauiic  practitioner;  when,  afrer 
stand  up  in  defence  or  homosopathy.  being  for  six  weeks  shut  up  in  a  dark 
"  Not  at  all ;  I  am  more  convincea  than  room,  great  attention  being  paid  to  his 
ever  of  its  fallacies  and  humbug.  I  have  diet  and  manner  of  living,  he  was 
followed  the  plan  of  diet,  &c.,  which  cured  again,  by  the  woiuhrful  ^ff^cu 
plan  was  often  urged  upon  me  by  my  of  the  kommopmtkie  rtmedUi  !  !  !  This 
former  medical  friend,  but  not  one  of  of  course  stamped  the  faith  of  the 
the  billionth  powders  or  globules  have  fiunily,  and  all  became  disciiriies  of 
I  taken."  Hahnemann.    Some  time  after  one  of 

Bv   such   and    other    similar    me-  its  members  was  found  in  a  fit,  and  the 

thoos   the    public    mind  is  agitated,  doctor  sent  for.    What  plan  did  he 

and  these  upstarts  in  the  profession  adopt  P     He,  belonging  to  a  school 

cafry  off  the  glory,  which  in  the  last  which  professes   to  repudiate  blood- 

generation  was  as  freely  and  unre-  letting  as  pemidoos,  and  almost  cer- 

servedly  bestowed  on  mustard  seed;  tainly  fatal,  himself  immediately  kled 

Morison's    pills;    tar-water;    mesme-  Aer,  and  that  not  in  an  homoeopathic 

rism  ;     metallic  tractors  ;    St   Jo|hn  quanti^,  but  largely.    She  continued 

Long ;  Prince  Hohenlohe,  &c  &c.    I  under  his  care  for  a  few  days,  bat  not 

will  now  give  you,  Mr.  Editor,  a  few  recovering  she  was  by  the  doctor's  own 

fiu:t8  in  illustration  of  the  manner  in  desire  sent  into  the  country  in  this 

which  the  people  are  led  to  give  credit  to  state,  and  handed  over  to  her  erigtnai 

the  assertions  of  cures  effected  by  this  medical  attendant,  who  discovered,  and 

system,  and  thereby  induced  to  aooptit*  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion  by  an 

A  little  girl,  who  suffered  from  in-  eminent  physician,  that  she  had  oeen 

flamed  glands  in  the  neck,  was  under  suflSsrinff  nrom  tfriUmw  arising  from  the 

the  care  of  an  eminent  surgeon,  who,  overloaded  stale  of  ner  stomach  and 

together  with  her  friends,  was  most  bowels!   This  resiUt  of  course  e&cted 

anxious  to  avoid  any  scars  or  marks  the  fiior«/  cure  of  the  whole  &mily. 

which  might  disfigure  the  patient.    A  I  sive  you  now  a  case  of  the  mis- 

gknd,  however,  suppurated,  and  an  in-  chief  that  may  arise  from  adopting 

cision  was  made  by  the  lancet,  which  this  kmtnhnt  ^stem.    A  lady  ofmk 

evacuated  the  matter,  and  relieved  the  had  occasional  headaches,  for  which 

constitutional  sjrmptoms  induced  by  its  she  Mras   advised  to   consult  an  ho- 

confinement,  leaving  little  or  no  evi-  moBOpathic  physician.      She  had  for 

dence  of  the  occurrrace  of  the  disease,  many  years  taken  daily  aperient 
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dicine,  bat  neverthelets  enjoyed  a  very  a  relative  having  been  soppoeed  to 
good  state  of  health.  Her  old  mediaal  derive  a  cure  for  lieadache  bv  the  aa- 
attendants  were  aunnBoned  to  her  as-  sistance  of  fflobuleM,  she  was  desired  to 
■istanoe  abont  the  expiration  of  twelve  consult  one  of  the  homoBopatluc  praeti- 
montha  of  homoeopathic  treatment;  tionen.  After  being  under  his  care  five 
they  found  her  labouring  under  congea-  wedu,  her  former  medical  adviser  was 
tion  of  the  liver  to  an  enormous  entent,  summon^  to  her  aid :  he  found  her 
constipated  bowels,  and  active  peri-  with  a  brown  tongue ;  pulse  120 ;  dis- 
toneal  inflammation,  all  of  which  had  tressin^  headaches,  almost  amounting 
existed  for  some  days,  and  had  not  to  delinum ;  in  fiict,  fest  merging  into 
*'  yielded  to  the  means  employed"  by  typhus :  she  confessed  her  faithlessness 
the  homoBopath ;  he  by  whose  treatment  to lier  old  adviser,  and  with  great  clear- 
tfaeee  formidable  symptoms  had  be«i  ness  described  all  the  cate^ry  of  the 
induced,  willingly  an^iked  out  of  the  homoeopathic  doctor :  not  one  question 
responsibility :  true,  her  life  was  saved,  could  lead  to  any  cohm^,  not  one  ques* 
but  she  has  never  enjoyed  her  former  tion  could  by  possibilitv  detect  the 
good  health.  existing   disease,    but   she  was   told 

In  referring  to  the  case  of  the  ladv    her  remedy  would  first  increase  her 
detailed  in  your  journal  of  the   6lh    suffering,  and  then  a  repetition  relieve 
instant,  it  must  be  remarked  that  in    it:  she  followed  implicitly  his  directions, 
everystageof  that  poor  lady's  illness  as   which  were  doubtless  conducting  her 
well  as  pregnancy,  great  errors  were    to  her  grave,  had  she  not  been  rescued 
obviously  committed,  at  least  according   by  her  ordinary  medical  friend. 
to  the  accepted  practice  in  like  eases,       I  have  been  often  amused  by  the  con- 
and  had  she  been  bled  and  purged  dur-    tradictory  tales  which  I  have  heard  on 
ihg  pr«g;nancy  it  is  more  than  probable   the  subject  of  homceopathic  cures.    For 
no  convulsions  would  have  occurred,  or   instance,  I  have  been  told  that  a  noble 
bad  the  hoea  treated,  after  they  set  in,    duke  has  been  by  these  remedies  cured 
in Uiemanaer usually  adoptedinsiaailar   of  his  gout;  and  then  I  am  compelled 
cases,  even  then  she  misht  have  been    to  hear  that  the  noble  duke  is  laid  up 
saved.    They  clearly  wew   by   their    with  ((out  at  his  countrj^-seat.    A  dia- 
blustering  and  boasting  bulletin,  that   tingnished  baronet  also  is  cured  of  the 
they  were  ignorant  of  each  stage  of  the    gout,  but  I  hear  again  that  the  senate- 
disease,  and   the   "  yielding   to   the    houae  has  lost  the  valuable  services  of 
means  employed  (P)"  was  simplv  yield-    the  worthv  member,  because — ^he  is  con- 
ing to  the  progress  of  the  malaoy.  The    fined  witn  the  gouL    A  noble  earl  is 
lesions  of  tne  brain  were  snch  as  would   cured  of  his  most  painful  malady,  tic 
be  the  immediate  result  of  the  long-   douloureux,  by  homoeopathic  treatment, 
oontinned  convulsions,  and  subsequent   but  b^  his  friends  I  am  assured  that  his 
coma,  and  as  regards  the  *'  iwrnor/'   suffenngs  are  still  very  mat.    Another 
surely  it  would  not  have  prevented  her   sufferer  firom  this  most  oreadf ul  disease, 

living  many  years  with  proper  treat-    the  Marquis  of  A ^,  first  stamped  the 

men^  as  it  had  produced  no  previous  fame  of  this  sj^tem  as  a  certain  cure 
symptom.  Conceive  the  presumption  ISnr  tic  douloureux — but  it  is  Well  known 
of  these  men  attempting  to  supersede  that  the  noble  Marquis  is  still  desirous 
the  piBCtical  experience  of  such  autho-  of  tryine  everv  remedjr  which  can  be 
rities  as  Sir  Chas.  Clarke,  Brs.  Gooch,  au^gntra  for  the  alleviation  of  his  suf- 
Merriman,  Locoek,  &c.,  all  of  whom  fenngs,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fiict  that 
have  over  and  over  again  suceesafully  he  has  heaped  honours  and  distinctions 
treated  sudi  cases.  1  may  add  to  this  on  many  persons  who  havecured  him  of 
case,asanapnendix,oneof  alady  who  hismalaay — ^tic  douloureux.  It  is  often 
was  attended  by  an  homoeopathic  phy-  dinned  in  m  v  ears  that  a  certain  noble 
sician  in  typhus  fever,  when  lying  in  a  earl  swears  by  homoeopathy ;  yet  that 
state  of  ooma^alter  the  previous  atase  of  noble  earl  flies  to  Malvern  with  all  avi- 
excitemenL  The  physician  assured  her  dity  to  follow  the  moat  dangerous  system 
friends  that  hia  remedies  had  produced  of  hydropathy  for  his  raiet  These 
this  de^rable  effisct,  and  it  was  a  criaia :  are  eurioua  contradictians,  but  not  more 
in  which  crisia,  however,  she  sunk.  curious  than  true ;  and  is  it  not  wonder- 
A  yofuiff  lady  sullhred  finom  distreaa^  ful  that  the  &ct  of  any  person  abandon- 
ingheadacnesaiising  firom  an  occasional  ing  a  system  by  which  he  has  jvom, 
functional  disturbance  of  the  kidneys ;    to  adopt  another  diametrically  opposed 
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to  it,  should  not  open  the  eyes  of  his  cine,  their  careful  study ,can  be  deceived 

friends  as  to  the  extent  of  his  faith  in  by  such  cases  of  pretended  cure  as  those 

it  ?    The  fact  is,  the  public  have  not  upon  which  these  practitioners  claim 

yet  learned  the  necessity  of  enquiring  their  confidence.  The  instance  reported 

what  opportunities  those  ^rsons  have  in  the  Gazbttb,  and  i;ommented   on 

had,  wno  profess  to  practise  medicine  in  another    part    of   my  paper,   must 

or  surgery,  of  perfecting  themselves,  convince,  one  would   suppose,    every 

not  merely  in  the  knowledge  of  reme-  candid  enquirer,  that  in  cases  of  acute 

dies,  but,  what  is  of  infinitely  greater  disease  at  least,  the  hom<Bopathic  %y9~ 

importance,  in  distinguishing  the  cha-  tern    must    necessarily  fail,     and    be 

racter  of  diseases.  productive  of  most  lamentable  results  ; 

How  many  are  there  in  the  ranks  of    as    another    example    of    which     we 

the  profession,  men  of  honour  and  talent,  might  quote   the  well-known  case  of 

who  have  not  thought  it  beneath  them  Madame  Malibran,  at  the  period  of 

to  spend  often  half  their  lives  in  th  whose  melancholy  death  it  was  clearly 

drudgery  of  public  practice  in  hospitals  shewn,  in  many  of  the  periodical  pub- 

and  similar  institutions,  that  they  might  lications,  that  this  system  betray- ed  its 

attain  a  competent  knowledge  of  diseases  entire  want  of  power  to  combat  any  one 
as  distinguished  from  each  other,  and  of    symptom  of  her  disease.     I  have  proved 

applying  remedies  to  each  individual  also  that  these  doctors  are  not  conversant 

case  ;  for,  after  all,  each  case  is  a  par-  with  the  symptoms  of  disease  as  they 

ticular  disease,  and  cannot  be  treated  in  arise,  and  are  ignorant  of  the  eflfect 

a  wholesale  manner,  as  these  systems  which  their  own  remedies  are  expected 

would  induce  us  to  suppose.  to  produce ;  and  that  they  altogether 

Hew  often  do  we  hear  these  men,  disregard  or  lose  sight  of  the  connecting 
after  they  have  obtained  all  the  infor-  influences  of  cause  and  effect      And 
mation  in  their  power,  and  attained  to  it  will   be  seen,   by  referring  to  the 
stations  of  eminence,  expressing  their  case  of  the  little  girl,  that  more  lati> 
regret  that  they  have  been  prevented  tude  is  allowed  to  the  empiric  than 
from  devoting  a  still  larger  portion  of  to    the    straight-forward    and    simple 
their  time  to  learning  an  art  which  is  treatment  of  tjie  regular  practitioner ; 
infinite  in  its  extent  and  complexity?  and  that  the  pretended  cure  of  gout,  tic 
I  mean  the  art  of  detecting  and  distin-  doloreux,  habitual  head-aches,  Sec,  is 
guishing  diseases  under  innumerable  only  a  deception  practised  on  the  ere- 
phases.     This,  in  fact,  is  the  founda-  dulity  of  the  sufferer ;  and  we  mi^t 
tion  of  the  art  of  medicine ;  for  when  a  fairly  warn  the  public  that  the  system 
disease  is  once  surely  ascertained  and  is  opposed  to  the  practical  experience  of 
detected,  it  is  comparatively  easy  to  find  men  of  the  greatest  eminence,  and  that 
its  proper  remedy,  and  to  cure  it,  if  it  they  may  be  probably  layinfi;  the  foun- 
is  in  its  nature  curable.    The  public,  I  dation  of  other  maladies,  wnich,  when 
repeat,  make  no    such  inquiries,  but  they  do  appear,  may  baffle  the  skill  of 
hearing  that  a  case  has  been  cured  by  the  most  experienced  in  the  profession, 
an  unusual  remedy — brandy  and  salt.  Finally,  I  have  endeavoured  to  illus- 
or  mustard  seed,  for  instance— they  im-  trate  the  fact,  that  the  method  generally 
mediately  infer  that  these  remedies,  if  adopted  in  this  country  at  the  present 
applied  by  a  certain  individual,  will  day,  to  test  the  utility  or  souncmess  of 
cure  every  disease;  and,  therefore,  this  any  medical  discovery,  is  entirely  op- 
individual,  whether  young  or  old,  male  posed  to  reason  and  common  sense ; 
or  female,  learned  or  unlearned,  cobbler  that  previous  education  and  laborious 
c  r  dancing-master,  is  the  person  to  be  research,  which  used  to  be  considered 
consulted,  and  is  preferred  to  those  who  absolutely  necessary  as  a  foundation 
have  devoted  the  best  |>ortion  of  their  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  are  now 
lives  to  the  study  of  their  profession.  totally  disregarded,  and  never  inquired 

I  hope,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I  have  thus  after ;  'whilst  the  pretended  inventor  of 

succeeded  in  shewing,  as  I  proposed,  any  wonder- workingspecific  is  infinitely 

that  those  persons  who  are  influenced  more  sought  for,  and  more  implicitly  re- 

by  faith  in  tnese  empirical  remedies  are  lied  on,  than  the  most  experienced,  the 

not  competent  judges  of  their  efficacy  ;  most  skilful,  and  the  most  eminent  phy- 

but  that,  on  the  contrary,  their  faith  is  sician.— Your  faithful  servant, 

built  on  absurd  reasoning  or  contradic-  Latis  supbrqub. 

tory  evidence.     It  will  be  seen,  also,  Jan.  15,  is43. 

that  those  only  who  have  not  made  the  [The  author  of  theprecedmg  letter  has 

human  frame,  and  the  science  of  medi-  furnished  us  with  his  name. — ^Ed.Gaz.] 
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ENGLISH  POOR  LAW,  AND  SCOTCH  invoWing  the  honour  and  interests  of  one  of 

DEGREES  ^^  oldest  and  most  Immed  schools  of  me- 

dioine  in  the  world.     It  may  well  be  said 

that  the    University  of  Edinburgh   stands 

7\>  the  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Gazette.  «pon  a  basis  not  to  be  shaken  by  the  mali- 

cious  designs  or  envious  feelings  of  any  con- 

_       ®'*».         ,     •.               ^                  -  stituted  body ;  but  then,  again,  the  opinion 

In  perasing  the  Medical  Gazbttb,  for  of  the  pubUc  must  be  duly  considered ;  the 

December,  my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  resolutions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 

the  question  of  E,  M,  R.,  relative  to  the  have  distinctly  impressed  the  public  with  the 

English  Poor  Law,   and  Scottish   Medical  i^^^  that  our  quaUfications  are  unsatisfac- 

Degrees.     As  the  information  required  will  tory,  and  therefor2  not  entitled  to  admi- 

be  found  in  the  letter  addressed  to  me,  in  njgtcr  remedial  agents  to  the  sick  out  of 

answer  to  one  which  I  wrote  to  the  Poor-  Scotland  or  Ireland.     The  Commissioners 

Law  Commissioners  on  the  subject,  I  beg  themselves,  however,  fiUly-  sensible  of  the 

leave  to  enclose  three  letters,  inserted  in  the  absurdity  of  such  a  decree,  have  made  cer- 

CaUdonian  Mercury  of  the  1 7th  of  Decem-  tain  observations  to  the  effect,  that  however 

ber,  for  the  m  ormation  of  G.  M.  R,     I  g,^t  a  fool  a  man  may  be,  if  he  possesses 

shall  feel  much  pleasure  m  forwarding  the  the  diploma  ofanyUcensed  body  in  JEw^/amf, 

documents  m  my  possession,  if  necessary;  he  is  entitled  to  commit  as  many  depredations 

and  I  smcerely  hope  that  every  exertion  will  ashe  pleases  upon  the  constitutions  of  her 

be  used  to  promote  the  best  mterMta  of  the  Mt^etty 's  subjects ;  but  that  a  man,  however 

medical  profession,  which  can  only  be  effected  enlightened,  if  he  has  the  misfortune  to  be- 

byupholding  the  righto  and  privUeges  of  those  lo^g  to  a   Scotch   school,  murt  keep  his 

honourable  institutions  in  which  medicine  lancete  quietly  in  his  pocket,  and  curse  the 

was  first  taught  as  a  science,  to  the  dismay  ^ay  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine. 

of  quackery.                     .       .  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  under-estimate  the 

I  remain,  sir,  acknowledged    reputation    of   the    several 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  learned  bodies  in  England ;  but,  at  the  same 

Wm.  Ado.  Wolselbt.  time,   as  a  student  of  this  University,  I 

Jannary  5, 1843.    ^^^^^t  but  feel  grieved  when   I  find  tiie 

laurels  plucked  from  the  brows  of  those 
men  whom  I  reverence,  to  adorn  those  of 
^  ,  others ;  but  I  feel  assured  that  the  medical 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Caledonian  Mercury,  profession  of  England  are  by  far  too  en- 
SiR, — I  have  always  looked  upon  the  press  lightened,  and  too  sensible  of  the  additions 
as  the  proper  and  true  meana  for  remedying  made  to  science,  through  our  venerable 
existing  iUs.  I,  therefore,  on  the  present  Alma  Mater,  to  wish  that  we  should  occupy 
occasion,  venture  to  trespass  upon  your  a  place  beneath  that  which  learning  has  as- 
kindness  in  begging  you  to  lay  before  the  signed  to  the  University  of  James  the  Sixth, 
public  the  communication  I  have  the  honour  It  therefore  requires  simply  a  healthy  action, 
to  transmit.  A  few  days  ago,  I  received  not  amounting  to  actual  inflammation,  to 
from  England  the  paragraph  quoted  in  my  restore' that  feeling  which  should  characterise 
letter  to  tiie  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  with  the  inhabitanto  of  a  learned  and  civilised 
the  following  observation  : — *'  I  inclose  you  country.  The  objecto,  therefore,  I  have  in 
a  paragraph  which  I  cut  out  of  Woolmer's  view  in  bringing  this  matter  before  the  pub- 
paper.  I  was  surprised  to  see  it,  as  I  always  lie  are- 
thought  that  degrees  or  diplomas  of  the  First,  To  dissuade  the  minds  of  those  who 
Scotch  Universities  or  Colleges  were  thought  have  not  had  opportunities  of  judging  of  the 
so  highly  of;  but  from  this  it  would  appear  merito  of  the  Scotch  and  Irish  S<£ool  of 
not.''  Upon  the  reception  of  this,  I  imme-  Medicine  of  impressions  based  on  the  reso- 
diately  addressed  the  subscribed  letter  to  the  lutions  which  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
Commissioners,  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  so  have  come  to,  concerning  the  appointment 
glaring  a  statement ;  and  to  my  horror,  the  of  medical  officers ;  and 
paragraph,  instead  of  being  contradicted,  has  Secondly,  To  memorialise  her  Majesty, 
been  confirmed.  As  that  letter  gives  no  satis-  through  her  Majesty's  Secretary,  for  the 
ftictory  explanation  as  to  the  motives  which  purpose  of  humbly  suggesting  that  those 
have  induced  the  CoBUDdissioners  to  adopt  so  acto  which  have  lately  led  the  Commis- 
ilUberal  a  course  towards  Scotiand,  but  sioners  into  such  erroneous  conceptions  of 
merely  refers  to  certain  resolutions  and  the  privileges  connected  with  the  Scotch 
Diinates  of  that  body,  by  which  I  cannot  and  Irish  Universities  and  Colleges  be  re- 
gafai  the  information  I  require,  I  think  it  vised. 

my  duty  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  The  first  of  these  objecto  I  consider  to  be 

incite  the  authorities  and  public  of  this  attained  by  the  revision  of  the  acto.    To 

ooimtry  to  take  it  up  as  a  general  question,  carry  into  immediate  effect  the  second  ob- 
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ject,  a  memorial  should  be  drawn  ap  and 
left  in  the  library  of  the  University  and  tite 
Mosenm  of  the  College  of  Sui^geons,  for 
■ignatufes. 

Some  may  think  it  proper  that  the  heada 
of  the  sereral  learned  bodies  siionld  nae 
their  exertions  and  authority  in  claiming  a 
satisfiictory  adjnstment  of  our  claims.  Tbu 
has  been  done,  and,  from  what  I  leanit  in 
the  City  Chambers,  with  quite  as  nnsatia- 
factory  a  result  as  my  commonioation.  Had 
I  oonoeived  that  it  remained  solely  with 
them  to  forward  our  interests  on  this  occa- 
sion, I  should  not  for  one  moment  have  pre* 
sumed  on  my  own  responsibility  to  draw  your 
attention  to  so  gtUTe  a  subject.  Should  this 
communication  be  in  any  d^ree  instru- 
mental in  removing,  what  I  hold  to  be  of 
the  greatest  oonsequenoe,  the  prejudice 
whidi  may  have  been  excited  in  .any  one  in- 
dividual, I  shall  have  the  proud  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  I  have  not  been  insensible 
to  the  cl^ms  which  this  University  has 
upon  me  as  a  student.  Begging  that  I  may 
be  excused  for  taking  up  your  time, — I  am, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
William  Auoustus  Wolsslbt. 

11,  Elder  Street,  Edlnbmvh,  Dec.  16, 1842. 

P.S. — I  may  beg  to  refer  all  those  in- 
terested in  the  subject  to  the  documents  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissaoners. 


When,  GtentlenMn,  you  for  one  moi 
reflect  on  the  names  of  those  who  for 
tunes  past  adorned  the  annals  of  the  medical 
profession,  I  feel  assuf^  you  must 
before  you  pronounce  the  sentence  I 
taken  &t  liberty  to  quote. 

I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  do 

honour  of  informing  me  whether 

resolution  has  actually  emanated  from  your 

honourable  body. — And,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  acrmnt, 

William  Auoustub  Wolbslst. 
11,  Elder  Straet,  Edinburgh,  Dec  9,  ISiS. 

lb  the  ffonhie.  the 

iff  the  Poor  Law. 


GxNTLBMXN, — ^I  beg  Imvc  to  bring  before 
your  notice  a  subject  which  affects  most 
materially  the  interests  of  a  great  number  of 
the  memcal  profession,  and  particularly 
those  who  are  now  studying  at  the  several 
Scottish  Colleges  and  Universities.  I  refer 
to  several  paragraphs  which  have  lately  ap- 
peared in  ttie  columns  of  the  English  press, 
and  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  quoting : — 
''  It  may  be  of  importance  to  many,  espe- 
ciidly  to  those  preparing  for  the  medical 
profession,  to  know,  that  degrees  in  medi- 
cine, or  diplomas  in  surgery,  of  Scotch 
Universities  or  Colleges,  confer  no  privi- 
Irges  out  of  Scothmd^Hdo  not  qualify  for 
any  surgical  or  medical  appointments  under 
the  new  poor  law,  the  militia,  or  prison  acts 
of  Parliament.  The  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners  have  recently  dismissed  all  those 
who  held  Scotch  diplomas  firom  their  oflSoea 
under  them,  aa  unqualified."-'irooliNer'« 
Btf0ter  papwr. 

Being  a  student  of  the  Univenity  of 
Edinburgh,  you  will  readily  see  how  such 
an  act  is  Ukely  to  interfere  with  my  ftiture 
prospects,  not  only  in  depriving  me  of  the 
privilege  of  holding  an  appointment  under 
the  poor  law  act,  &c.,  but  injuring  me  in 
the  sight  of  the  community  at  laige,  wlio 
imagine  that  there  must  be  somethiiig  de- 
ficient in  our  education,  by  which  we  are 
pronounced  unqualified  to  bold  such  ap- 
pointments. 


Sim, — I  am  directed  by  the  Poor 
Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  submit- 
ting to  them  some  observations  and  in- 
quiries with  reference  to  the  claims  of 
medical  practitioners,  having  a  ^oottiah 
degree  or  diploma,  to  hold  the  appointment 
of  medical  oflicer  in  the  poor  law  unions  of 
England. 

1  am  to  transmit  to  you,  for  your  infor- 
mation, the  accompanying  copy  of  a  gene- 
ral order  issued  by  the  Comissioners  on  the 
12th  of  Bifarch,  1842,  containing,  among 
other  regulations  as  to  medical  appointments, 
some  provisions  relating  to  the  qualifica- 
tion of  medical  officers.  I  am  also  to 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  minute  of  the ' 
Commissioners,  dated  the  12th  day  of  Mny, 
1842. 

These  documents  will  explain  to  yon  wfant 
regulations  have  been  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  subject  adviuted  to  by 
you  in  your  letter,  and  also  the  grounds  mi 
which  the  Commissionera  are  of  opiakNi, 
that  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  medleni 
practitioners,  possesring  only  a  Seotdi 
qualifioation,  are  not  kgidly  eligibie  for  tiie 
appointment  of  medical  officers  in  England. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  moat  obedient  servant, 

B.  Cbadwick,  Secretary. 
Poor  Law  Oommisskm  Office,  SosMrwt  Hooae, 
>  10th  December,  1849. 

WUiimm  AuytuimM  W^ieiept  JBtf , 
11,  Bider  SkreH,  Bdimburgk, 

PORTUGUESE  PRACTICE. 
[GoBtiaaadftom  pi  670.] 

Hi»t9ry<^a  iMctrmUd  Wmmd  em>Hi  with 
OeoaoUi  by  Sgr.  J.  B.  8.  Cavbt. 

A  8TROKO  and  stoutly-built  field-labourer, 
aged  58,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1898,  waa 
attacked  by  a  bull,  whose  hom  penetrated 
the  upper  part  of  his  left  thigh.  The  wound 
was  parallel  with  the  pubes,  and  its  direction 
waa  downwards  and  backwnrda,  upwards  and 
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inwards,  80  that  the  faada  lata  and  the  nus-  creoaote  waa  uaed  instead  of  tlie  water ;  tlie 

dea  of  the  anterior  crural  region  were  lace-  compreaa  'waa  continued  ;  the  auppuration 

rated.    Hie  skin  waa  not  torn'  awaj  in  tike  waa  alight,  and  the  appetite  good.     On  the 

whole  drcumferenoe  of  the  wound,  wUch,  in  8th  of  December  the  wound  waa  entirely 

Ikct,  formed  a  bole.  cloaed,  the  patient  waa  able  to  walk,  and  waa 

Until  the  23rd  the  patient  treated  hiasadf  discharged, 

with  domestic  remedies^  attempting  to  stop  ^-^  n/A/-«A«w«#  «»«<^A«i.  mc«w^  a«#  «  ^ix 

the  hemorrhage,  whidi  waa  conaiderable ;  «JjCJ&l^^ 

and  on  the  erming  of  thia  day  he  waa  aeen  **9no/iwiar  emutte.  By  theaame*uflior. 

for  the  first  time  by  a  colleague  of  the  author,  ,    The  moat  yiolcnt  symptoms  of  a  catarrhal 

who  took  away  eight  ouncea  of  blood,  and  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  in  which  the  con- 

appUed  chaipie  between  the  edgea  of  the  jnnctiva  and  Uds  were  particularly  affected, 

wound,  and  a  warm  bandage  over  it.    The  ^^  ^n  removed  by  general  and  local  anti- 

next  day,  when  the  author  aaw  the  patient,  pWogistic  remedies.     Signot  Cadet  ordered 

he  found  the  wound  inflamed  and  painftil,  ^^  eyelids,  which  were  still  red  and  swollen, 

and  abo  the  whole  thigh  and  hip-joint  stiff,  ^  ^  touched  twice  a  day  witii  a  solution  of 

togetherwith  symptoms  of  violent  fever.   He  two  grains  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  an  ounce  of 

waa  again  bled  to  eight  ouncea,  diluenU  wen  ^^er.     In  five  days  the  redness  and  swelling 

preacribed,  with  an  opiated  emulsion  at  night,  ^^  disappeared.* 

anda  warm  band^  waa  appUed.  Statutie9  qf  the  dUcans  treated  in  the  repi^ 

The  condition  of  the  patient  unproved  tiU  memial  hoepitale  qf  the  army,  dmimg  the 

the  30th,  when  knppuratioD  appeared ;  the  ^^/  haffqf  1838,  by  the  MUitary  Oaun- 

pain  in  the  wound  again  became  more  violent,  ^7  q/  Health* 

2SZ2.?nSlm  ?I^.S^^^5Z^  "^  340,  brtriklngln  .  country  to  which 

J^^iwu^^^t^TS^!^^  phthiid  I«ti«to  «•  «  r««iay  iot.    nie 

J- rt^T_I!hI-.  I#  A.  IZ.»j^  ' '           '  on  *•»  faHu-noe  of  Fteoch  theori«.    The 

were  prescribed,  to  be  Uken  every  half-hour.  I^  !L-^^I-^ -2^  SSi ^^^  •jF-iuww 

The  third  dose  was  followed  by  copious  atooU  c^as  amounta  to  nearly  7W, 

and  vomiting,  on  which  the  erysipelas,  pain,  Esiraetjrom  the  Traueaetumi  qf  the  MeH- 

and  fever,  dis^peared  until  the  11th.  Tenta  ^  Society  at  I^iehon. 

and  yolk  (^  en,  wen  again  mtrodoced  into  ^  j„,„^  iaj,^  with  two  objecta— 171 

th.  ^.  «id  a  warn    bandag.  pbc«i  ^  ^p^^'ZmAt.^iT^  tli 

j;^b«15.-Afn^eon«*ionofpjj.  i:^.,^r7SL%S^rr^.^ 

the  bone,  without  any  diaooverable  oommn-  Csae  qfan  anomalous  tumor  cured  by 

nication  between  the  two  abscesses.    After  narcotice, 

consultation  with  his  colleague,  Perdra,  the  Hufeland  says  :  "  the  therapeutic  power 

author  ordered  an  infVinon  of  roses,  with  de-  of  opium  in  many  external  pathological  pro- 

ooetion  of  mallows  and  rose  honey  to  be  in-  ducts  is  very  lemarkaUe,  particularly    in 

jected,  and  a  light  compress  to  be  applied  to  polypi,  and  deserves  to  be  more  freqoentiy 

the  apotttie  of  the  wound.    On  the  17th,  tried  in  organic  disnaars  of  the  anus.''    The 

however,  hesubstituted  creosote  water  (made  foUowing  fact  aeems  to  speak  in  iU  fevonr. 

with3ss.  to  Ibjss.  of  water),  which  was  used  a  kdy,  aged  85,  who  had  always  been 

thrice  a  day.    TIm  patient  merdy  comphdn-  healthy,  had  a  —»•»  pimple,  whioh  suppu- 

•dofaaKght  bumhig,  during  and  direedy  nted,  on  the  upper  and  extemd  part  of  the 

albr  the  inJeelioB.    Hie  state  of  the  patient  yttle  finger  of  the  right  hand.    The  pain 

now  improved  rapidly ;  the  thigh  waa  more  caoaed  by  this  pimple,  which  waa  not  bigger 
Boveabie,  and  tiw  auppuration  diminished,^  ^tma  a  peppmom,  extended  over  tiie  whole 

and  feagmcnta  of  the  fesda  lata  came  away,  hand,  as  fer  as  the  arm  and  bitast.    All 

After  tiie  lapse  of  some  days,  tincture  of     _«__«_« 

1 *  The  only  singular  thing  about  this  case  ia» 

•  Hie  Bayieai— ■  iirm*  of  the  fttndt  codex  to  that  the  treatment  should  Mvc  been  considered 

aiade  of  mnttsn  suet,  larch  turpentine,  deml  suflldently  remartuOile  to  dcsorve  mention^— 

leslii,  and  lant^  JVeMlsl«r'#  note,  TrmneMor*t  note. 
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these  parts  were  somewhat  swollen,  except 
the  forearm,  on  the  inner  and  upper  parts  of 
which  was  a  hard  and  painful  convolution  of 
lymphatic  vessels  or  knots ;  and  a  similar  one 
under  the  aziUa. 

This  morbid  growth  was  said  to  have  been 
originally  a  wart,  which  had  inflamed  and 
softened,   and  from  which  the  patient  had 
pulled  off  the  cuticle,  in  the  hope  of  qtdeting 
the  pain,  by  evacuating  the  red  fluid  which 
it  contained.     When  the  author  saw  it,  the 
tumor  was  small,  red,  fleshy,  and,  in  some 
points,  of  the  colour  of  pus  ;  audit  rose  from 
a  fibrous  stalk  rooted  in  the  cellular  sub- 
stance.    Spermaceti  ointment  was  first  ap- 
plied, but  vrithout  effect ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  circumference  increased,  and  the  pain 
remained  the  same.     Nor  was   any  benefit 
derived  from  the  continuance  'of  warm  ban- 
daging, or  by  cauterization  with  nitrate  of 
silver.      The  tumor  increased,  and  had  a 
disposition  to  slight  hemorrhage.     Nitrate 
of  mercury  was  then  applied  externally,  and 
iodine  given  internally,  together  with  pills  of 
mercurial  ointment  (mercurpomade) and  pur- 
gative resins.      Nevertheless,  the  tumor  was 
now  larger  than  a  pea,   and  bled  on  the 
slightest  touch  ;  the  pain  was  the  same,  and 
the  patient  could  not  sleep.     After  sixteen 
days'  treatment  a  consultation  was  held,  in 
which  the  tumor  was  declared  to  be  can- 
cerous, but  the   operation  was  rejected  on 
account  of  the  lady's  great  age.     MUd  topical 
remedies,  and  a  compress  of  moderate  force, 
were  held  to  be  the  best  palliatives.     After 
spermaceti  ointmoit  had  been  applied  for 
ten   days,  with  gentle  pressure,  the  tumor 
had  become  as  large  as  a  bean,  constantly 
secreted  ichor,  and  bled  every  time  it  was 
dressed.     Under  these  circumstances  the  pa- 
tient was  recommended,  on  account  of  her 
pain  and  sleeplessness,  to  wash  her  hands 
frequently  with  a  decoction  of  poppy-heads 
and  belladonna ;  and  every  evening,  before 
gomg  to  bed,  she  took  half  a  grain  of  the 
watery  extract  of  opium.     In  a  few  days 
after  the  use  of  these  baths,  the  pain  de- 
creased, the  ulcerated  surface  of  the  tumor 
dried,  soon  cicatrized,  and  its  circumference 
diminished  considerably.     In  two  months,  a 
mere  trace,  as  large  as  a  pin's  head,  was  all 
that   remained   of  it;    all    remedies    were, 
therefore,  discontinued,  and  the  rest  left  to 
nature. 
TTo  be  continued.] 

HOMCEOPATHY. 

To  the  Editor  tf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
Mt  attention  has  been  directed  to  a  letter* 
in  your  last  number,  relative  to  the  death  of 

Udy . 

It  is  almost  beneath  contempt,  but  permit 
me  to  say,   that  it  is   throughout  a  mere 


ptrversiw  qf  facie.  I  shall  be  happy  t^ 
give  a  true  statement  of  the  case  to  an^ 
medical  gentleman  who  will  take  the  troabl^ 
of  calling  on  mc. — Your  ob^ent  servant, 

Harris  Dun'sford,  M.D. 

28;  Somerset  Street,  Portmaa  Square, 
Jan.  12, 1843. 

[We  regard  the  preceding  as  a  mere 
brutum  fulmen.  Why  does  not  the  Doctor 
state  in  what  the  "  perversion  of  facts"  con- 
sists ? — Ed.  Gaz.] 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  POR  THE 

METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  January  7,  1842. 

Small  Pox 14 

Measles t4 

Scarlatina  J7 

Hooping  Cough   si 

Croup  9 

Thrush     3 

Diarrhoea    n 

Dysentery  2 

Cholera    f 

Influenza 1 

Typhus 90 

Erysipelas 7 

Svphilia  s 

.Kydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  146 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Oi^ns  of 

Respiration    907 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vesada 37 

Diseases   of  the  Stomsch,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    53 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 6 

Childbed ,  ^ 

Ovarian  Dropsy  1 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 1 

Rheumatism 4 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 9 

Ulcer o 

Fistula   1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 1 

Diseasesof  Uncertain  Seat los 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 73 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance ■ 11 

Causes  not  specified  ;  9 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 869 
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Jan.  1843.       Thbrmombtbr. 

Wednesday  11    tnm  29  to  37 
Thursday  .12  27      34 

24      45 


Barombtkr 
to 


Friday.  .  .  13 
Saturday  .  14 
Sunday  .  .  15 
Monday  .  .  16 
Tuesday    .  17 


30  38 

22  35 

25  89 

32  44 


29-06 

28*70 

23*22 

28*96 

28*84 

29*31 

3009 


28*91 
99*16 
98*56 
28-54 
28*96 
29-81 
30*19 


Wind.  N.E.  on  the  12th.  and  N.W.  on  the  15th 
and  16th,  otherwise  S.  and  S.W. 

Weather  exceedingly  variable :  snow  on  the 
evening  of  the  llth,  morning  of  the  12th,  and 
afternoon  of  the  14th.  The  sudden  change  in 
temperature  between  2  and  3  o'clock  in  the  mom- 
tng  of  Friday  the  13th,  together  with  the  violent 
storm  of  wind  and  ram,  is  worthy  of  particolar 
notice:  the  low  state  of  the  barometer  is  no  less 
remarkable. 

Rain  fallen,  -41  of  an  inch. 

Wilson  &  Oqilvv,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  JANUARY  27,  1843. 

LECTURES  ao  mach  light  upon  the  whole  economy  of 

^^  ^^^  the  foetus,  especially  the  processes  of  respi- 
ration and  nutrition,  will  be  regarded  in  all 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF  future  ages  as  one  of  the  greatest  that  has 

MIDWIFERY,  eTer  been  made  in  human  anatomy,  and 

Dtiivered m  the  Theatre  qfSt.  Georg^e  f^J^^'f  ?!^\^  ^«^  d^very  of  tije  circu- 

Hoepital  labon  of  the  blood  by  Hanrey.     That  Mr. 

"D            ir        ul  T\  V  v  o  Hunter    looked  upon  it  in  this  light  in 

By  Robxkt  Lbe,  M.D.  F.R.S.  j  ^gQ^  ^^^  ^  contested  the  honour   of 

'  the  disooTery  with  his  brother  so  warmly 

LsCTURB  XIV.  before  the  Royal  Society,  there  can  be  no 

On  the  Dieewerv  qf  the  Btr^tttmre  qf  the  ^«^*-    Admitting  the  statements  in  Ahi 

Placenta;  the  Fktai  Cfireulatiom    the  P^P^"^*^  ^  «>"^i  althoyh  neither  Dr. 

Function  qf  the  Inteetmee,   Lher,   and  Jordyce.  nor  any  other  gendeman  to  whom 

Kidneye   ^  the  Fmtue,  and  ite  general  ^e  aPP«Jfd  ^  "'^PPort  of  their  truth,  as  far 

ig^peJancS  m  the  latter  manthe  ^preg.  ■*.i«*'^  Y^'T"^  "t?^  ^^^V^  *°  ^^' 

J^                                                ^  *^    ^  witness  In  his  nvour,  Mr.  Hunter  was  ccr- 

^^^'  tunly  bound  by  gratitude,  and  by   all  the 

Fkom  the  fMti  which  were  stated  in  the  last  principles  of  honour  and  justice,  to  have 

lecture,  it  appears  that  the  placental  decidua,  made  this  claim  before  Dr.  Hunter  pubKshed 

the  fetal  circulation  of  the  placenta,   the  his  work  in  1774,  or  never  to  hare  made  it 

eavemons  stmctare,  and  iU  connection  with  at  all.     It  must  never  be  forgotten  that  Dr. 

the   TenoDs  system  of  the  uterus  and  the  Hunter  remained  ignorant  of  Mr.  Hunter's 

decidual  arteries,  bad  all  been  described  and  claim  for  twenty-five  years,  during  the  whole 

delineated  before   the   publicrtion    of  Dr.  of  which  time  he  had  considered  himself,  and 

Hunter's  engravings  of  the  gravid  uterus  in  had  been  regarded  by  others,  as  solely  enti- 

1774.      The   Hunters,    therefore,   cannot,  tied  to  the  distinguished  honour  of  this  dis- 

without  injustiee    to  those  who  preceded  covery;  that  thirteen  of  these  twenty-five 

them,  be  considered  asentitled  to  the  honour  yours  were  devoted  to  tile  investigation  of  the 

of  contributing  any  new  facts  to  the  anatomy  anatomy  and  physiology  o^  th^iJ  pUcenta,  and 

of  the  placenta,  except  the  two  foUowing,  that  our  knowledge  of  the  structure  and 

via.  the  termination  of  the  decidual  arteries  ftinctions  of  the  organ  has  been  derived  chiefly, 

in  the  caveraous  structure,  and  the  existence  if  not  entirely,  from  the  dissections,  lectures, 

of  a  layer  of  decidua  on  the  fetal  surface  of  and  publications  of  William  Hunter, 

the  organ.     But  this  places  their  merits  in  a  Before  taking  leave  of  this  subject  I  shall 

far  more  exalted  and  conspicuous  view  than  read  to  you  an  extract  from  Mr.  Hunter's 

if  they  had  made  ."resh  discoveries  in  the  paper  on  the  structure  of  the  placenta,  pre- 

anatomy  of  the  placenta ;  for,  by  reasoning  scnted  to  the  Royal  Society  in  1780,  which 

npon  appearances  which  had  previously  been  contains  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which 

seen  by  others,  they  drew  oondnslons  whidi  he  says  the  discovery  was  made  by  him  in 

no  physiologists  before  them  had  been  able  to  1754:"  The  late  indefatigable  Dr.M  *  Kenzie, 

draw.   Roederer  in  1759,  saw  everything  that  about  the  month  of  May,  1754,  when  as- 

John  Hunter  saw  in  1754,  and  yet  remained  ristant  to  Dr.  SmeUie,  having  procured  the 

.  entirely  ignorant  of  the  anatomy  and  physl.  body  of  a  pregnant  woman,  who  died  unde- 

ology  of  the  plaoenU.     The  discovery  of  the  Uvered  at  the  ftiU  term,  had  injected  both  the 

circulation  of  the  maternal  blood  in  the  pla-  vdns  and  arteries  with  particular  success ;  the 

cento,  m^  by  the  Huntcis,  which  throws  veins  being  fiUed  with  yeUow,  the  arteries 

701.— XXXI.  2  R 
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with  red.     Having  opened  the  abdomen  and  the  placenta,  into  some  of  the  Tcins  leading 
exposed  the  aterns,  he  made  an  incision  into  from  the  placenta  to  the  ntenu,  mixing  it- 
the  fore  part,  quite  through  its  substance,  self  with  the  yellow  iiqection ;  and  that  the 
and  came  to  what  seemed  to  be  an  irregular  spongy  chorion,  called  the  deeidita  by  Dr. 
mnrna  of  injected  matter.     The  appearance  Hunter,  was  very  vascular,  its  TesseU  goingp 
being  new,  he  proceeded  no  further,  and  to  and  from  the  uterus,  being  filled  with  dif- 
greatlyobliged  me,  by  desiring  my  attendance  ferent  coloured  injections.      After    having 
to  examine  parts  in  which  Uie  appearances  considered  these  appearances,   it   was    not 
were  so  uncommon.    The  examination  was  difficult  for  me  to  determine  the  real  stroc- 
made  in  his  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  ture  of  the  placenta,  and  course  of  the  blood 
several  other  gentlemen  whose  names  I  have  in  these  parts ;  but  the  company,  prejudiced 
now  forgotten  ;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  in  lavour  of  former  theories,  combated  my 
that  some  are  settled  in  this  country,  who,  opinion,  and  it  was  even  disputed  whedier  or 
I  hope,  will  have  an  opportunity  of  perusing  not  these  curling  arteries  could  carry  red 
this  publication.     I  first  raised,  with  great  blood.     After  having  dissected  the  utema 
care,  a  part  of  the  uterus  from  the  irre-  with  the  placenta  and  membranes,  and  made 
gular  mass,  and    in  doing    this    observed  the  whole  into  preparations,  tending  to  afaow 
regular  pieces    of   wax    passing   obliquely  theaboveiacts,  I  returned  home  in  tbeevcniag, 
between  it  and  the  uterus,  which  broke  off,  and  communicated  what  I  had  disoorered  to 
leaving  part  attached  to  that  mass ;  and  on  my  brother,  Dr.  Hunter,  who  at  first  treat- 
attentively  considering  the  portions  towards  ed  it  and  me  with  good-humoured  raillery  ; 
the  uterus,  they   plainly  appeared  to  be  a  but  on  going  with  me  to  Dr.  M'Kenae'a,  be 
continuation  of  the  veins  passing  from  it  to  was  soon  convinced  of  the  fact.     Some  of 
this  substance,  which  proved  to  be  placenta,  the  parts  were  given  to  him,  which  he  after- 
I  likewise  observed  other  vessels,  about  the  wards  shewed  at  his  lectures,  and  probably 
size   of  a  crow-quill,  passing  in  tlie  same  they  still  remain  in  his  collection.      Soon 
manner,   although  not   so  obliquely ;  these  after  this  Dr.  Hunter  and  I  procured  several 
also  broke  on  separating  the  placenta  and  placentae,  to  discover  if,  after  delivery,   the 
uterus,    leaving    a    small   portion   on    the  termination   of  the  veins   and  the  corlmg 
surface  of  the   placenta  ;    and  on  exami-  arteries  could  be  discovered :  they  were  dia- 
nation   they  were   discovered  to  be  conti-  cernible  almost  in  every  one ;  and  by  pushhig 
nuations    of   the    arteries    of    the  uterus,  a  pipe  into  the  placenta  we  could  fill  not 
My  next  step  was  to  trace    these  vessels  only  its  whole  substance,  but  also  the  vessels 
into  the  substance   of  what  appeared  pla-  on  that  surface  which  was  attached  to  the 
centa,  which  was  first  attempted  in  a  vein  ;  uterus,  with  injection.   The  fects  being  now 
but  that  soon  lost  the  regularity  of  a  vessel,  ascertained,  and  universally  acknowledged,  I 
by  terminating  at  once  upon  the  surface  of  consider  myself  as  having  a  just  claim  to  the 
the  placenta,  in  a  very  fine,  spongy  substance,  discovery  of  the  structure  of  the  placenta, 
the  interstices  ofwhich  were  filled  with  yellow  and   its  communication  with    the   utemSy 
injected    matter.     This   termination    being  together  with  the  use  arising  from  such  stme- 
new,  I  repeated  the  same  kind  of  examina-  ture  and  communication,  and  of  havingfirstde- 
tion  on  oUier  veins,  which  always  led  me  to  monstrated  the  vascularity  of  the  spongy  cho- 
the  same  terminations,  never  entering  the  rion.^Inanotetothis  paper  Mr.  Hunter  saya, 
substance  of  the  placenta  in  the  form  of  a  **  I  was  indeed  so  tenacious  of  my  claim  to 
vessel.     I  then  examined  the  arteries,  tracing  the  discovery,  that  I  wrote  this  account  m 
them  in  the  same  manner  towards  the  pla-  Dr.  M'Kenaie's  life-time  with  a  design  to 
centa,  and  found  that  having  made  a  twist,  publish  it;  and  often  communicated  my  inten- 
or  close  spiral  turn  upon  themselves,  they  tions  to  Dr.  George  Pordyce,  whom  I  knew 
were  lost  on  its  surface.     On  a  more  atten-  was  very  intimate  with  the  doctor,  in  conse- 
tive  view,  I  perceived  that  they  terminated  in  quence  of  both  teaching  in  the  same  place, 
the  same  way  as  the  veins ;  for  opposite  to  and  making  many  experimenta  together  ; 
the  mouth  of  the  artery,  the  spongy  sub-  therefore,. he  is  a  Idnd  of  collateral  witness, 
stance  of  the  placenta  was  readily  distin-  that  what  I  now  publish  is  the  same  account 
guished,  with  Uie  red  injection  intermixed,  which  I  gave  in  Dr.  M'Kenzie's  life*thne." 
Upon  cutting  into  the  placenta,  I  discovered,  He  assigns  no  reason  for  concealing  this 
in  many  places  of  its  substance,  yellow  in-  intention  from  his  brother  for  twenty-five 
jection,  in  others  red,  and  in  many  others  years ;  nor  is  there  any  explanation  of  this 
these  two  colours  mixed.    The  substance  of  offered  in  his  letter  to  the  Royal  Society  in 
the  placenta,  cow  filled  with  injection,  had  reply  to  his  brother's, 
nothing  of  the  vascular  appearance,  nor  that        The  following  letter,  which  I  extracted  fix>m 


of  extravasation,  but  bad  a  regularity  in  its     the  Archives  of  the  Royal  Society  ten  years 


injection  of  the  arteries  (which  had  been  first     magnanimity  of  character  under  the  most 
injected),  had  passed  out  of  the  substance  of    trying  circumstances,  for  which  he  had  been 


DISCO  VERY  OF  TEE  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  PLACENTA.  Ml 

w>  distingoiahed  dnring  the  whole  of  hU  my  pretensions  arise  out  of  a  long  series  bt 

glorious  career.  observations  and  experiments,  made  with  a 

"  Windmill  Street,  Feb.  3, 1780.  view  to  the  discovery  in  question ;  that  it 

"  Dr.  Hunter  begs  the   favour  that    the  wasnot  a  random  conjecture,  a  lucky  thought, 

secretary  to  the  Royal  Society  will  read  to  or  accidental  occasion,  but  a  persevering 

the  Society  wliat  follows.      Mr.  Hunter's  pursuit  for  twelve  or  thirteen  years  at  least, 

account  of  the  structure  of  the  human  pla-  the  progress  of  which  was  always  publicly 

centa,  explaining  the  connexion  and  circula-  known  here,  and  admits  of  the  most  circimi- 

tion  between  the  mother  and  the  foetus  in  stantial  proof. — William  Hunter;" 
uteri,  which  was  read  at  the  last  meeting  of 

the  Royal  Society,  informs  us  that  it  was  a  As  Mr.  Hunter's  reply  contains  no  new 
discovery  which  he  made  with  Dr.  M'Kenzie,  facts  in  addition  to  those  stated  in  the  pre- 
and  tluit  it  was  not  claimed  by  me.  The  ceding  extract  from  his  paper,  it  is  nnneces- 
Soeiefty  win  be  sensible  that  I  am  reduced  to  sary  to  read  this  to  you,  but  if  you  feel  a 
the  nccesaty  d  taking  notice  of  this  mis-  desire  to  peruse  it,  you  will  find  it  in  Pfedmer's 
take,  when  thej  are  tnfonned  of  iho  follow-  edition  of  John  Hunter's  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  79. 
ing  facts  : — Ist.  That  the  doctritw  bet  been  l^ial  circulation. — ^The  blodd  of  the 
many  years  ago  published  in  printed  books  ftetns  is  of  a  uniform  dark  colour,  like  ve 
as  my  discovery,  and  had  been  communicated  nove  blood,  but  quickly  assumes  a  bright 
as  such  by  myself.  See  Baron  Haller,  for  florid  titil*eii  eiposure  to  atmospheric  air. 
instance,  in  the  second  part  of  the  eighth  It  coagulates  on  standing,  though  it  contains 
volume  (p.  220),  of  his  great  Physiology,  in  much  less  fibrine  than  adult  blood.  It  has 
quarto,  printed  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  corpuscles,  which  resemble,  in  m  striking 
ago.  2dly.  Besides  treating  of  it  as  my  manner,  those  seen  through  a  good  micros- 
own  discovery,  in  my  lectures  upon  the  sub-  cope  in  common  blood.  Dr.  JeflQreys,  of 
ject,  I  have  always  done  so  for  many  yearn  Glasgow,  stated  many  years  ago,  in  his 
last  past  in  the  very  first  lecture  of  my  Thesis,  that  the  blood  in  the  umbilical  vein 
course,  which  is  the  most  public  of  all,  is  of  a  light  scarlet  colour,  like  arterial  blood, 
because  the  door  is  then  open  to  every  per-  and  that  the  blood  in  the  arteries  is  like 
son  whose  curiosity  prompts  him  to  be  venous  blood.  Bichat  made  experiments  on 
present.  In  the  third  place,  occssionaUy,  both  the  guinea-pig ;  but  he  never  could  perceive 
*in  what  I  have  printed  and  in  my  lectures,  any  difference  between  the  blood  of  the  um- 
I  hope  I  have  not  overlooked  opportunities  bilical  arteries  and  veins.  I  think  it  ex- 
of  doing  justice  to  Mr.  Hunter's  great  tremely' probable  that  the  blood  returning 
merits,  and  of  acknowledging  that  he  had  from  the  placenta  is  of  a  more  florid  colour 
been  an  excellent  assistant  to  me  in  this  and  than  that  proceeding  to  it ;  but  it  is  very 
in  many  other  pursuits.  By  doing  so  I  always  diflScult  to  demonstrate  that  it  is  so.  I  have 
feel  an  inward  gratification — shall  I  call  it  frequently  put  two  ligatures  quickly  around 
pride  ?  I  had  given  him  all  the  little  anato-  the  cord  while  the  blood  was  circulating  in 
tomical  knowledge  which  I  could  communi-  it,  but  I  could  discoverno  difference  of  colour 
cate,  and  put  him  into  the  very  best  situation  through  the  sheath.  I  have  placed  the 
that  I  could  for  becoming  what  this  Society  portion  of  rord  with  the  vessels  full  of  blood 
has  for  some  time  known  him  to  be.  May  in  a  crystal  jar  full  of  water ;  but  still  the 
it  be  presumeci,  then,  that  I  stand  possessed  difference  was  not  visible.  I  have  also  fre- 
of  the  discovery  in  question,  till  proof  shall  quently  examined  the  blood  which  has 
be  brought  to  dispossess  me  ?  I  shall  most  escaped  from  the  vein  and  arteries  imme- 
willingly  submit  to  the  pleasure  of  this  So-  diatcly  after  the  division  of  the  cord,  and  I 
dety.  If  they  signify  an  unwillingness  that  have  sometimes  thought  I  saw  a  difference  ; 
this  emulation  (I  will  call  it)  should  go  on,  at  other  times  none.  Almost  the  instant  the 
I  shall  acquiesce,  and  be  silent.  If  curiosity,  blood,  both  of  the  arteries  and  vein,  comes 
justice,  or  the  laws  and  practice  of  the  So-  in  contact  with  the  air,  the  colour  is  changed ; 
ciety,  should  incline  the  council  to  seek  out  and  tliis  renders  it  so  difficult  to  tell  whether 
and  determine  upon  the  merits,  I  shall  be  there  does  actually  exist  a  difference  of  colour 
equally  ready  to  obey  their  commands.  And  in  the  blood  proceeding  to  the  placenta  and 
if  it  should  appear  reasonable  to  them,  I  returning  from  it. 

would  first  beg  to  know  the  grounds  of  Mr.  The  umbilical  vein,  on  passing  into  the 

Hunter's  claim,  as  I  am  too  well  acquainted  great  fissure  of  the  liver,  as  you  see  in  this 

with  his  abilities  not  to  think  that  he  must  preparation,  forms  an  arch,  from  which  there 

be  able  to  support  his  claim  by  something  are  given  off  several  great  branches,  which 

that  I  am  ignorant  of;  and  if  I  should  re-  proceed  to  ramify  in  the  left  lobe.      The 

ceive  that  satisfaction,  I  shall  immediately  vein,  much  reduced  in  size,  passes  forward, 

shew  that  I  am  more  t^iacious  of  truth  than  and  then  gives  off  the  ductus  venosus,  which 

even  of  anatomical  discoveries ;  but  if  that  terminates  in  the  vena  cava.     The  ductus 

information  should  not  alter  my  thoughts  venosus  is  small  where  it  leaves  the  umbilicsl 

upon  the  question,  I  shall  shew  to  the  satis-  vein,   and  its   orifice  is  still  further  dimi- 

1  action  of  the  Society,  if  I  can  at  all  judge  nisfaed  by   a  kind  of  valve  formed  by  a 

o '  my  own  employments  and  pursuits,  tlut  doubling  of  the  inner  coats  of  the  vensel. 
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which  was  fint  deacribrd  bf  Bluhat.     Tbc  lUiit  b;  tbe   aimnlbuieOMi   conCnctioa    of 

umbilicfti  lein.Flill  further  rednccd  in  lUe,  their  valla.     The  blood  of  tb«  left  aBriclB 

fpti  forward  a  fttf  linn,  and  unites  with  the  paues  into  the  left  rmtricle  miit   the  aorta, 

trunk  of  the  icine  vbiih  bring  the  blood  from  nhicb  it  is  distributed  to  the  he^  und 

hai-k  frou)  Itie  prindpil  abdominal  viieera.  npper  eilremitiu,  bf  the  apKria  ioiKiiainatA 

Tbii  triiuk   of  tijc  uhilamiDal  vein  and  the  and  left  carotid  and  leR  •nbdaiian  u-teariM. 

Qmbilical  vein,  ifler  ginng  off  the  ductus  Bat  the  whole  blood  of  the  left  auricle  Knd 

leoDtus,  uuito,  and  form  ■  lai^  TeBOua  truak  Tentride  is  not  expended  npoD  the  hew)  uul 

of  three  or  Riur  lines  in  length.     Tbii  Rreat  upper  eitrenitiEa,  and  s  large  qtuntit  j  ia 

irin   Bubdividrs    into    a    number   of   lar^  cooTcjed  forward  by  the  aorta,  to  meet  and 

hnuichee,.  which  priTicipaDj  nipply  the  right  mingle  with  the  lilood  of  the  right  oorii^ 

lobe  of  the  liier.    The  whole  blood  of  the  aud  ventricle  cooTCTEd  into  tbe  aorta  by  the 

umbilical  vein,  sod  all  the  blood  of  the  vena  ductus  arterionii.     At  the  junctioB  of  the 

portge,  eiceptwhatpasKsthrough  thednctus  aorta  and  doclni  arterioioj,  Uie  whole  blood 

venosui  into  the  veoa  cava,  which  is  pro.  of  tbe  right  venlricle  miiea  with  the  remain- 

babl;  avery  iinsllqmntjtj,ciranlates  through  ing  bhmd  of  tbe  left  veutride,  after  the  head 

theCoflal  liver  before  feachiag  the  rightsuride  and  upper  extremitira  hare  been  rappHed. 

of  the  heart.     Tbe  hepatic  veins,  which ,  j<m  Tbe  aorta  and  ductos  ■rterioans,  wUch  psame 

Me.arelarge  anduamrrona,eoUecttheblood  offtrom  the  root  of  tbe  pulmonary   arterj 

from  all  parts  of  the  liver,  and  canve;  it  into  and  exceeds  it  in  diameter,  ss  you  a«e  in  th« 

the  vena  cava  asccndena  close  to  the  right  prepantiou ,  unite  a  short  way  from  the  heartr 

anricte.       Some   phvaiolo^ts   believe   that  and  form  the  thoradc  and  abdominal  aorta , 

this  blood  irom  the  Hver  passes  directly  from  which  terminates,  after  auppljing  the  viacera. 

the  vena  cava  afcendena  through  the  right  and  lower  extremities,  in  the  two  intecnal 

auricle  bj  the  foromea  ovale  into  the  left  iliso  or  bypogastrie  arteries,  which  jou  aee 

Buricle;  while  (he  right  auricle  is  distended  passing  up  by  the  sides  of  tbe  bladder  to  tbe 

entirely  with    the    blood  of  the  vena  cava  umbilicus,  where  they  enter   tbe   cord  and 

deacendena,  which  brings  back   tha   blood  form  tbe  umhUlcal  arteries.     Both  xentridem 

firora    the  head    and   superior   eitrenntie;!.  contract  at  tbe  same  titae,  and  ths  force  oT 

I  believe  the  two    currents  meet  and  par-  both  is  eieited  in  propelling  the  bhwd  of  the 

tially  mingle  in  the   right  and  left  auricle,  aorta  and  ambilicat  arteries  forward  to  llie 

•nd  that  both  these  cavities  are  filled  at  the  placenta,   to  be  ivtnmed,  after  aienlatiDg 

■ame  time  with  equal  quantities  <A  blood,  through  its  capilUrj  vessels,  by  tbe  umbilical 

and  that  tbey  are  usptied  at  the  ttate  in-  vdn  to  the  luer,  m  1  ban  now  deacribed. 


1.  Uear^.  k  Left  lobe  of  the  Uver  tamed  back,  c  RMt  ditto  d.  lAbnl*  Spigelii,  (.  Gall- 
biHlder.  /,/.  Kldneyi.  «,  #.  GbndiilK  rtiule*.  jt.UHnarr  bladder  of  a  conical  shape!  lbs 
□racbua  is  («n  eitending  up  to  the  lUDbiUcus.  t.  Aorta,  Kivjng  off  tbe  intercostal*,  he.  i. 
PDlmowTBTlerv;  the  left  brancb  observed  cut.  I.  DaHiu  mrltrtotMi.  m^m.  UmHOealtrti- 
Hci  arising  from  the  internal  lines,  running  up  OBroneach  side  of  the  blidder,  andpaiuac 
£5l"3!J""'-.  iJ*"  •nbcla.ian  veiu.  o- Twoof  thepnlmoBary  veinMerininstlniintSe 
1hl«^'    ''     ^^w'Tt    f  ■  V"*  ™™ '''I*''"-    r.  VmWIcml  rMn.    i.  Dnel^  ^nmi. 
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m  of  the  umbiNcil  veil 
trunk  of  the  >hdDii]lual  veins  or  ve:>i 
ia  nnt  oorteetlj  delineittJ.  Tae  li. 
(he  fcrtal  hrnrt  nod  tliyinu-i  gl^nd  ai 
Dr.  F.  U.  RaiDsbothkiu'B  Uclur<.'<. 


jrrn  of 


InlH  of  (h«  thTD 


t.  QtvklM.    e  "aDTrndc 
a  d.  Cerriesl  roniiu  of 


Fictal  biut  of  the  nRunl  il: 


! ;  the  Miricl**  and 


ynilriclei  *n  cut  open,  Ihrir  mepta  being  |>re- 
•cneJ:  il  ii  tuipended  by  tbc  .upenor  ova. 
o.  (^illy  of  tbe  right  aurtde.  I.  Formmen 
oval*,  t.  Tlie  v»lve  or  th(  foramen,  partly 
dnwB  0«I  the  apcrtorc  iL  Cavity  of  tbe 
ri){Ul  ventricle 

In  lAu  fcchu,  trliich  wu  still-borD,  ;an 
Bre  tint  the  Itingi  do  not  come  into  view 
wbaa  the  thoru  U  opeoeJ,  Vut  that  the; 
occupy  tbe  back  part  of  tha  cheat,  aad  that 
the  pericudinm  and  thymiu  gland  lie  behind 
the  iternaiD.  If  the  biiiga  are  taken  out, 
jon  aee  that  tbej  are  of  •  dark  colonr,  bat 
Terr  dUTereot  in  denn^  and  Benerel  ap- 
pearanoe  ftvn)  tbe  Unr.  If  >  tmall  portion 
of  Inng  be  cat  off  and  dropped  into  water,  it 
immediate!}  nnki.  If  a  little  air  be  intrO' 
duoed  into  one  of  the  bronchial  tubea  of 
another  portion  by  the  blov-pipe,  yon  we 
bow  niddenl;  iti  dark  colonr  ii  converted 
Into  a  light-yelloiv  hoe,  and  that  it  floati  it 
Oirown  into  water.  I  ahewod  yon  very  lately 
the  long!  of  ■  child,  which  bad  bnathed  for 
Bibart  time  after  birth,  and  yet  they  unk 
in  water  ai  if  no  air  bad  entered  them.  In 
cwel  of  mjpectcd  child-morder  this  may 
lead  jron  to  be  caotiont  in  tlie  evidence  yon 
give. 

In  the  following  figure  yon  have  a  repr«- 
aentation  of  tbe  thymoi  gUod,  aboot  the 
■oilocDy  and  pbynology  of  which  1  am 
nnabie  to  lay  anything  at  preaent  that  is 
aatiafactory.  I  am  diipoaed,  however,  to 
believe  that  HewBon'a  account  of  thiii  body 
h  the  miHt  correct  that  baa  yet  been  given. 


(HillHr  yet  etpanL..     „      .       . 
the  pericardium  i  III  principal  p«rt  «ppe»rtn» 
iMtneeti  llM  cflllapiint  lungi.    1.  Dliphtaitni 
very  caavei  tewanii  tbe  chat. 

Toe  early  sjipFBrsnce  of  tlic  foetal  liver, 
its  great  *iic  during  the  whole  period  of  gei- 
tation,  the  hvge  inpply  of  blood  which  it 
raceivea  from  the  placent'  and  vena  portK, 
are  drcumstwicea  which  clearly  indicate  that 
the  liver  performs  some  verj  im|>ortant  &inc- 
tion  in  the  economy  of  thefietus.  Proni  ob- 
■erving  tbe  great  dieproportioB  whii:h  eiiatd 
t»etiveen  the  liie  of  tbe  liver  and  tbe  hepulin 
dnct,  and  the  quantity  of  bile  srcretpd, 
Bichat  waa  led  loeanctade  that  tbo  liver  bnd 
■ome  other  fanctiDD  to  perform  than  tba 
•BcRtioa  of  tbe  bile.  Conii>are,  be  aaya, 
the  siie  of  the  kidney  with  the  quantity  uf 
>rine  secreted,  and  yon  will  draw  Uiia  in- 
ferenee  ;  but  be  oonfeued  that  he  was  totally 
ignorant  of  the  nature  of  this  function  of  the 

The  bils  haa  usnally  been  regarded  at  an 
eicrementitiaiiB  flnid,  tbe  eitractioo  or 
sepatatien  of  which  from  tbe  blood  nerved 
the  pnrpoae  of  maintaining  it  ia  a  condition 
fit  for  the  support  of  life,  and  that  the  liver 
aocomplidiea  diia  pnrpoae  by  eithcating 
carbon  aiwi  hydrogen  from  the  blood  as  tbe 
lungi  do  to  tbeadnll.  He  liver  hai  nsually, 
tberefore,  been  regarded  in  tba  fcetna  as  an 
organ  aniiliary  to  the  placeota.  and  in  the 
•dnlt,  to  thelnngi. 

I  have  ezamiDsd  the  liver  and  intesttaes 
In  many  fcetuaes  of  different  ages,  and  from 
tbe  app«afanoee  obaerved  in  theae,  il  leenia 
not  improbable  that  the  liver  perfomu  sn 
important  function  connected  with  tbe  nutri- 
tion of  tlie  fceCiis. 

The  liver  and  intestinea  ire  visible  in  the 
foetosatavery  early  period.  Between  the  2d 
and  3d  month,  they  are  ct^iunuly  gnpplied 
with  blood,  and  dimng  the  whole  period  of 
gMtation  they  oocnpy  a  large  portion  of  the 
abdominal  c«*ity.    Tbe  ponnrcai  and  upleen 
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which  ms  firft  dncribed  b;  Bicb«t.    The  itant  b;  the   rimnltuietMi   contradxDa   of 

luabilicKl  vdn,  (till  fatihar  rednccd  in  liie,  their  wglla.     The  blood  of  the  left  ■orlcle 

gocB  forarafd  a  few  Mate,  and  luiitea  with  the  piisiei  into  the  left  rentricle  md  the  aorta, 

truck  of  the  vcini  whrib  bring  Ihe  blood  froia  which  it  is  distributed  to  the  hcMl  uid 

hark  from  Ihe  princiiial  abdotninal  viMerii.  uppcc  extniBitin,  b^the  arteiib  iononMnrnts 

Thia  trjiub   of  tl,e  iibdoiniDal  Teio  Hnd  the  and  left  carotid  and  left  inbchviui  uteria. 

umbitical  vein,  after  giving  off  the  dHCtiu  But  the  whulo  blood  of  the  left  aiiricle  and 

veooiua,  unite,  andfoim  a  lar^  venoiia  tranb  rentcide  ia  not  eipeoded  Dpon  the  head  and 

of  three  or  (bur  lines  n  length.     This  great  upper  eitremitiei,  and  a  luge  qoantitj  ia 

ran   Bobdiiidra    into    a    nttmber   of  large  coDicjed  forward  by  the  aorta,  to  meet  and 

branches..  wUcb  principally  nipply  the  right  mingle  vith  the  lilood  of  the  tight  anrids 

lohe  of  the  liver.     The  whole  blood  of  the  and  ventricle  eonvejed  into  the  aorta  by  the 

nmhilical  vein,  and  all  the  blood  of  the  vena  dnctug  arterioeui.     At  the  jimctum  ot  the 

portie,  except  what  paaies  through  the  dactua  aorta  and  duclua  arterioina,  the  vritole  blood 

venoiua  inio  the  lena  cava,  which  ii  pro^.  of  the  right  ventricle  mixes  with  the  mnajn* 

bablf  avery  amall  qaantity,  cinnlateg  Ihrongh  ing  hh>od  of  Ihe  left  ventricle,  after  tbe  head 

theftEtallLTerbefarefvaphiBg  therightamicte  and  apper  extreniHe*  hare  been  (applied. 

of  the  heart.     The  hepatic  vein  a,  which,  yoa  TbeaDrtaandductiaaarterioatia,  wUchpanoB 

Me,  arelai-ge  and  nnmeroBi,  eoUectthe blood  off  from  the  root  of  the  pnlmoaaiT   artery 

from  all  parts  of  the  liver,  and  convey  it  into  and  eiceedait  in  diameter,  aa  yon  iqe  in  tat 

the  vena  cava  aacendeni  close  to  the  right  preparation, nniteashortwayrromdieheart, 

aaricle.      Some  phjuologiata   believe  that  and  form  llie  thorade  and  abdominal  aorta. 

thiabloed  from  theKier  paaaea  directly  from  which  terminatea,  after  mpplj-ing  the  liaoera 

the  vetia  cava  aacendena  through  the  right  and  tower  extremitiea,  in  tbo  two  iatcnial 

■nricte  by  the  ffaramea  ovale  into  the  lefl:  iliac  or  hypogastric  arteries,  which  jon  see 

auricle ;  while  the  right  auricle  ia  distended  )W£iing  up  by  the  aides  of  the  bladder  to  tttt 

entirely  with   the  blood  of  the  vena  cava  umbilicua,  where  they  enter  the  cord  and 

descendena,  which  beings  back    the   blood  form  the  umbilical  aiteriea.     Both  lentridoa 

from    the  head    and    superior   extremities,  contract  at  the  aaiae  tine,  and  the  force  of 

I  believe  the  two    ctirrentg  mnt  and  par-  both  ia  exerted  in  propelliag  the  bh>ad  of  the 

tially   mingle  in  the  right  and  left  auricle,  aorta  sod  umbilical  arteriea  forward  to  thft 

aad  that  both  these  caritiea  are  filled  at  the  placenta,   to  be   retamed,  after  ctrcolatiny 

•ame  time  with  equal  quantities  of  blood,  thronghitaciqiillaryvMels,  by  the  umbilical 

and  that  tbej  are  emptied  at  the  wme  b-  Tciii  to  the  li:ier,  as  I  h«ie  oow  dssoibed. 
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PTMcdlng  reimientalion  of  the  fcetu 
bioo  from  TieileiiiBin.youwill  leetlat. 


lolbe  ^ 

cireabtkio 

tbe  [erminition  of  tlie 

trunk  ofthe  ihdoru  mat  veil 

ii  Diit  comctlT  tt«JiiiFiUd. 

the  firU\  henrt  aad  thyinu- 

Dr.  F.  B.  Ramibolluuu'a 


a.  Cuolid  ■rterle*.  h  i. 


Tiie  enrly  njippannce  of  llic  fceUl  liver, 

iU  gruC  liic  duriiig  tbe  wkote  period  of  gti- 

talien,  the  lirge  lupplj  of  blood  nrhicb  it 

nceiTei  from  the  plicenta  and  vena  porbCi 

ve  ciitvDiBtuiciifl  which  ctearl j  Indicate  that 

Potelbwlef  tbe  natural  ri«;  the  .uricl«  uid     theli.er  i>erfonn.K.meTerj  iin,«rt«tfi.«. 

vnilriclM  are  oil  open,  thflr  wpla  being  pre-     turn  in  Che  economy  of  tha  /oetua.    From  ob- 

MTveLlj  it  it  luipended  by  tbe  superior  fava,     aerviag  the  great  diaproportioa  which  ex iaU 

"■  '>"'^  ^L*"'  !''''''5,'Sr''''f°'         •'o™™™     betweeo  the  liieof  tbe  lirer  and  the  bepatio 

S™™  ™  .he'"^'ir  A  SSu,"  Sn&     ^"=1.   "»1  the   quantity  of  biJe    «-c,eted, 

rij(Lt  vomicle.  Bichat  waa  led  to  eondude  that  the  liier  hnd 

Bome    other  function  to  perfurBi  than  Iha 

In  Hit  ftetoi,  mbieb  waa  iliU-boro,  yoa     lecretioB  of  the  bile.     Com]iarr,   he  aajs, 

see  tliat  the  langi  <lo  not  come  into  view    the  liae  of  the  kidney  iridi  the  quantity  of 

when  the  thorax  la  opened,  but   that  they     urjoe  aeereted,  and  you  will  draw  tbu  in- 

occupy  the  back  part  of  tha  cheat,  and  that     ference;  but  he  eonfeued  that  he  waa  totally 

the  pericardiom  and  thymu)  gland  lie  behind    ignorant  of  tbe  oature  of  thia  fuucliait  of  lUe 

tlie  rteniniD.     If  tha  langi  are  taken  out,    Uver.  ' 

yon  ice  that  tiiey  are  of  a  dark  colour,  but  -  Tbe  bila  lua  uiBally  been  regarded  ai  au 
«eiy  different  in  denaity  and  general  ap-  excrementititraa  Hwd,  the  eitractioa  or 
pearaaoe  from  the  li*er.  If  a  imall  portion  aepBradan  of  which  from  tbe  blood  aervei 
of  lung  be  cut  off  and  dropped  into  water,  it  tbe  porpOHi  of  maintaining  it  in  a  condition 
immediately  linki.  If  s  little  air  be  intra-  fit  for  tbe  tapport  of  life,  and  that  the  liver 
daced  into  one  of  the  bnHichial  tabes  of  aocompliabea  thia  purpose  by  eitiicating 
another  portion  by  the  blow-pipe,  yoa  see  cubOB  and  hydrt^en  from  the  blood  aa  the 
how  suddenly  it*  dark  colour  is  conaerted  limga  do  in  the  adult.  The  liver  baa  usually, 
into  a  light-yellow  hue,  and  that  it  Soata  if  therefore,  been  r^arded  in  tfae  foetna  as  an 
ftirown  into  water.  I  shewed  you  very  lately  organ  aaiiliary  to  tbe  placenU,  and  in  tha 
thelangi  of  a  child,  which  had  bresithed  for    adult,  to  tbelunga. 

■  short  time  after  birth,  and  yet  they  sank  I  have  eiamijud  the  liisr  and  intestfcies 
in  water  as  it  no  air  had  entered  them.  In  in  many  fostuaea  of  different  ages,  and  from 
cases  of  anapected  child-murder  this  may  the  appearance*  obaarted  in  t^se,  it  aeema 
leid  yon  to  be  cantious  In  the  eridence  you  not  improbable  that  tbe  lirer  perform*  an 
giTe.  important  function  connected  with  the  uutri- 

In  tbe  following  figure  you  hare  a  repre-  tion  of  the  fietni. 
aentatloa  of  the  thymus  glaod,  about  the  The  lirer  and  inteatinea  are  liaible  in  tfae 
anatomy  and  physiology  of  which  I  sm  tetnaatarery  early  period.  Betwean(ha2d 
unable  to  say  anything  at  present  that  is  md  3d  month,  they  are  copiouily  lupplied 
Htitfactory.  I  am  diiposed,  howerer,  lo  with  blood,  and  dtuing  the  whole  period  of 
believe  that  Ilewaon'a  account  of  thIa  body  gastatioD  tbey  oocnpy  a  large  portion  of  the 
Is  the  most  correct  that  ha>  yet  been  giren.      abdomiDHl  cavity.    The  pnnereaa  and  spleen 
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can  also  be  distmctly  perceived  between  the  with  the  great  length  of  the  small  intesCixies 

2d  and  3d  month  after  conception,  but  they  already  noticed,   seem  to  prate    that  the 

are  sparingly  supplied  with  blood,  and  they  absorption  of  some  nutritions  snbitance  takes 

remain   small  and  imperfectly    developed,  place  from  the  intestinal  canal  in  the  latter 

during  the  existence  of  the  child  in  utero.  months  of  pregnancy,  in  like  manner  aa  it 

In  all  the  intermediate  periods  from  the  does  after  birth. 

4th  to  the  end  of  the  9th  month,  the  small  The  observation,  that  the  lacteala  contaia 

intestines  are  much  more  vascular  than  the  a  similar  fluid,  would  be  sufficient  to  render 

stomach  and  great  intestines.     The  mucous  the  preceding  physiological  view  a  matter  of 

membrane  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  small  demonstration.     In  no  instance,  however, 

intestinea  is  of  a  bright  rose  red  colour ;  have  I  succeeded  in  detecting  these  vessels 

while  that  of  the  ilium  and  colon  is  compa-  in  the    mesentery  of   the  human    fa  tna, 

ratively  pale  and  bloodless.     In  a  foetus  of  though  I  have  perceived  them  distinctly  in 

eight  months,  the  length  of  whose  body  was  the  mesentery  of  the  calf.  .  The  late   Pro- 

18  inches,  the  small  intestines,  when  fully  fessor  Bennet,  in  one  instance,  saw  these 

extended,  measured  9  feet  6  indies,  and  the  with  me  in  the  mesentery  of  a  calf  of  seven 

great  intestines  2  feet.  months  ;  and  the  case  of  a  child  bom  with 

The  substances  contained  in  the  stomach  deficiency  of  the  abdominal  parietes   has 

and  different  portions  of  the  intestinal  canal  been  recorded  by  M.  Adelon,  in  his  work  on 

I  carefully  collected,  and  they  were  analysed  Physiology,  in  which  the  lacteals  were  ob- 

by  Dr.  Prout,  who  found  that  in  their  com-  served,  at  the  time  of  birth,  to  be  distended 

position  they  bore  a  striking  analogy  to  the  with  chyle. 

contents  of  the  alimentary  canal  of  the  adult.  The  source  of  this  nutritious   matter  in 

where  the  processes  of  assimilation  and  ab-  the  upper  part  of  the  small  inteatines  of 

sorption  are  performed.  the  foetus   was  the  next  subject  to   which 

The  stomach  of  the  foetus  is  usually  dis-  my    attention    was    directed  ;    and    from 

tended  with  a  semi-transparent,  ropy,  mu-  having  observed  in  every  instance  the  same 

cous,  and  occasionally  ascescent  fluid,  with-  orange-coloured  fluid,  in  the  small  tntes- 

out  any  sensible  admixture  of  albuminous  or  tines,  collected  in  great  abundance  near  the 

other  apparently  nutritious  matter.  orifice  of   the  ductus  communis  eholedo* 

In  the  duodenum  and  part  of  the  remain-  chus ;  and  taking  into  consideration  tbe 
ing  portion  of  the  small  intestines,  there  is  magnitude  of  the  foetal  liver,  and  the  large 
uniformly  present,  adhering  closely  to  the  supply  of  blood  which  it  receives  from  the 
mucous  membrane, a  semi-fluid  matter,  poa-  umbilical  vein,  it  appeared  to  roe  reasonable 
sesfling  propertiesdecidedly  of  an  albuminous  to  infer  that  this  viscus  must  be  the  source 
character,  and  having  an  orange  -or  pink  of  the  matter  in  question.  Additional 
colour.  Tliis  matter  is  always  found  in  weight  was  given  to  this  conclusion,  by 
greatest  abundance  around  the  papiUary  having  detected,  in  two  instances,  in  the  he- 
projection,  through  which  the  common  duct  patic  duct,  the  presence  of  a  fluid  possessing, 
of  tfie  liver  opens  into  the  duodenum.  not  only  some  of  the  sensible,  but  also  some 

In  the  lower  half  of  the  small  intestines,  of  the  chemical  properties  of  that  which  was 

the  quantity  of  this  albuminous  matter  is  found  in  the  duodenum. 

greatly  diminished,  and  near  the  colon  it  According  to  the  preceding  view,  absorp- 

almost  entirely  disappears.    The  colour  also  tion  takes  place  in  the  placenta  of  certain 

of  the  contents  of  this  lower  portion  of  the  nutritions  matters  from  the  maternal  blood, 

small  intestines  is  different  from  that  noticed  which  are  carried  along  with  the  blood  of  the 

in  the  contents  of  the  duodenum,  being  of  a  umbilical  vein  to  the  liver.     It  there  circu- 

greenish  tint,  and  assuming  more  and  more  lates  through  the  substance  of  this  organ, 

the  characters  of  the  meconium  as  the  dis-  that  an  albuminous  or  chylous  fluid  may  be 

tance  from  the  origin  of  the  colon  dimi-  formed  and  poured  into  the  duodenum,  there 

nishes.      These    different    substances    are  to  undergo  changes  similar  to  those  which 

generally  found    slightly    ascescent.     The  are  observed  in  adults, 

great  intestines  are  much  more  distended  Functions  of  the  foetal  kidneyt. — In  the 

tiiai!  the    small    intestines,    and    contain  works  of  systematic  writers  on  physiology, 

throughout  a  dark  green  homogeneous,  ge-  there  is  little  or  no  positive  information  con- 

nerally  neutral,  or  slightly  alkaline  fluid,  in  tained  respecting  the  functions  of  the  kid- 

which  no  albuminous  matter  can  be  detected,  neys  previous  to  birth.  Haller,  Blumenbach, 

and  which  is  to  be  considered  as  excremen-  Meckel,  Bostock,  and  Mayo,  have  scarcely 

titious.  alluded  to  the  subject,  and  Magendie  states 

The  absence  of  albuminous  matter  in  the  that  the  condition  of  the  foetal  kidneys  has 

stomach  of  the  foetus,  its  invariable  presence  not  been  ascertained.     All  the  glands  em- 

in  the  upper  half  of  the  small  intestines,  its  ployed    in    digestion    have  a  considerable 

gradual  diminution  as  we  proceed  down-  volume  in  the  foetus,  and  possess  some  acti- 

wards,  and  its  disappearance  in  the  colon,  vity.     The  action  of  the  others,  he  adds,  is 

arecircumstanceBWhich,viewedin connection  little  known.   It  is  not  known,  for  example. 
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whether  the  kidneys  form  urine,  or  whether  wards  unequivocal  traces  of  urea.     After  the 

this  fluid  passes  by  the  urethra  into  the  ca-  albuminous  matter  was  separated,  ammonia 

vity  of  the  amnion.      Abemetby  was  of  produced  a  deposition  of  triple  phosphate, 

opinion  that  the  kidneys  did^not  secrete  "  These  results  prove,  beyond  a  doubt, 

urine  till  after  birth,'  tliough  some  of  the  that  the  fluid  was  of  a  urinary  nature,  and 

older  writers  believed  the  liquor  amnii  to  be  render  it  probable  that,  as  the  liver  in  the 

chiefly  formed  of  the  urine  of  the  foetus.  foetus  secretes  bile,  so  the  kidneys  secrete 

The  following  facts  seem  to  demonstrate,  urine  long  anterior  to  birth ;  and  that  in  a 

that  the  kidneys  of  the  human  foetus,  like  perfect  state  of  the  organs  this  fluid  is  con- 

the  liver,  intestinal  canal,  and  thymus  gUind,  stantly  escaping  through  the  bladder,  and 

are  in  a  state  of  activity,  and  perform  each  mixing  with  the  amniotic.    This  fact  has 

their  respective  functions,  prior  to  birth.  been  often  suspected,  or  rather  taken  for 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1835,  Mr.  Hay,  of  granted,  but  has  never,  to  my  knowledge, 

Osnaburgh^treet,  attended  a  patient  who  been  proved. 

was  delivered  in  the  eighth  month  of  a  still-  **  I  send  a  portion  of  the  fluid  containing 

bom  female  child.     It  had  a  double  hare-lip,  a  deposition  of  lithic  acid  crystals, 

both  its  feet  were  clubbed,  and  the  abdomen  **  W.  Prout. 

was  so  Luge  that  it  passed  with  difficulty  "  Sackvillc  Street,  January  0, 1836." 

through  the  pelvis.     Mr.  Hay  examined  the  Sujn-a  renal  eapwlee.— The  supra  renal 

body  on  the  following  day,  and  he  found  the  capsules  are  situated  at  the  upper  part  of 

distension  of  the  abdomen  to  arise  from  an  the  kidneys,  and  united  to  them  by  cellular 

accumulation  of  fluid  within  the  kidneys,  membrane.     They  are  of  a  triangular  form, 

produced  by  an  impervious  state    of  tfie  and  are  flat  before  and  behind.     Their  sur- 

ureters.    The  right  kidney,  which  resembled  face  is  of  a  yellow  colour,  and  marked  by 

a  thin  cyst  filled  with  a  watery  fluid,  was  irregular  fissures.     Some  anatomists  consi- 

larger  than  the  head  of  the  child ;  the  left  did  der  them  as  two  prolonged  contiguous  cavi- 

not  exceed  half  this  bulk.      Both  kidneys  ties,  and  state  that  they  are  filled  with  a 

were  removed  from  the  body  without  the  white  albuminous  fluid.     Meckel  thinks  the 

fluid  they  contiadned  having  escaped,  and  appearance  of  a  cavity  in  them  is  artificial, 

were  in  that  state  presented  to  me  by  Mr.  They  have  no  excretory  duct.    They  are 

Hay.     I  made  an  opening  into  the  pelvis  of  visible  in  the  embryo  at  two  months,  and 

the  left  kidney,  and  ^iv.  of  a  fluid  resem-  they  diminish  after  birth.     Their  arteries 

blingurineflowedout;  the  pelvis  of  the  right  are  from  the  diaphragmatic  and  renal,  and 

kidney  contained  nine    ounces  of   a  fluid  other  nerves  from  the  great  sympathetic, 

having  the  same  appearance,  which  was  col-  The  supra  renal  capsules  are  sometimes  very 

lected  and  given  to  Dr.  Prout  for  analysis,  srnall  or  wanting,  coinciding  with  an  imper- 

[The  kidneys  and  impervious  ureters  were  .  feet  development  of  the  brain.    This  often 

here  exhibited.]     The  results  which   Dr.  accompanies  deficiency  of  the  brain,   and 

Prout  obtained  are  stated  in  the  following  congenital  hydrocephalus, 

letter : —  Until  the  seventh  or  eighth  month,  the 

"Dear  sir, — I  send  a  short  aooonnt  of  te»ie§,  covered    with  peritoneum  like    the 

the  fluid   from  the  kidney   of  a  foetus  in  ovaria,  are  situated  immediately  below  the 

whom  the  ureter  was  found  obliterated.  kidneys,  or  the  fore  part  of  the  psose  muscles, 

**  The  fluid  was  of  a  deep  brown  colour,  and  by  the  side  of  the  rectum,  where  it  is 

somewhat  like  diluted  porter  or  table-beer;  passing  into  the  pelvis.     In  the  course  of 

transparent,   and  without  any  remarkable  the  eighth  month  they  usually  descend  into 

smell.    Specific  gravity  about  10' 12,  very  the  scrotum,  and  sometimes  in  the  seventh 

slightly  add.  I  have  found  them  out  of  the  abdominal 

**  On  exposure  to  heat  it  became  opaque,  cavity,  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  scrotum, 

and  deposited  flakes  of  albuminous  matter.  There  are,  upon  the  table,  a  number  of 

which  was  next  examined,  by  the  addition  of  embryos  and  foetuses  of  all  ages,  from  the 

an  add.     The  deposit  was  of  a  deep  brown  end  of  one  to  the  end  of  nine  months.     If 

colour,  the  separated  fluid  nearly  colour-  you  examine  these  carefully,  you  will  not  find 

less,  and  deposited  on  cooling  a  considerable  much  difllcnlty  hereafter  in  fixing  the  age  of 

quantity  of  lithic  add  crystals.  foetuses  that  you  may  siee  with  sufllcioDt  pre- 

"  When  evaporated  to  dryness,  and  treated  dsion.  Not  only  in  the  size,  but  in  the 
with  alcohol,  that  menstruum  was  found  to  general  appearance,  you  observe  what  a 
take  up  a  prindple  strongly  add,  and  which  marked  difference  there  is  between  an  em- 
assumed  readily  an  imperfect  crystallized  bryo  of  two  and  four  and  a  foetus  of  seven 
form.  I  cannot  venture  to  give  this  prin-  and  nine  months.  At  the  full  period  the 
dple  a  name :  it  somewhat  resembled  the  foetus  usually  wdghs  eight  or  nine  pounds, 
add  called  amniotic,  or  rather  allantoid,  in  and  measures  about  a  foot  and  a  half.  The 
some  of  -its  properties,  but  differed  from  it  head  is  the  largest  and  heaviest  part  of  the 
in  othere.  The  alcoholic  solution  gave,  at  foetus,  and  therefore  it  is  usually  the  most 
first,  ftdnt  and  somewhat  doubtful,  but  after-  depending  part,  and  lies  over  the  cervix 
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uteri,  while  the  nates  ftre  at  the  fundus,  lation  as  important  and    intimate  to    the 

The  chin  rests  upon  the  thorax,  the  arms  prompt  and  certain  recognition  of  the  sigins 

are  plared  over  the  chest,  and  the  knees  are  of  morbid  action,  as  familiar  acquaintance 

drawn  up  to  the  abdomen,  as  represented  in  with  the  alphabetic  elemenU  of  a  Ltngoage 

the  illustrations  to  Lecture  XU.     ThU  fcetal  bears  to  the  faculty  of  reading,  speaking,  and 

skull,  you  see,  is  of  an  oval  shape,  and  mea-  understanding  it,  it  becomes  necessary  to  ad- 

Bures  about  four  inches  from  the  forehead  to  vance  to  another  stage  of  inquiry,  and  inTes- 

the  occiput,  and  three  between  ths  parietal  tigate  with  especial  care  those  aUtes  or  oon- 

protuberances.    The  bones  of  the  cranium,  ditions  of  the  general  system  which  are  c»- 

you  observe,  are  not  united  together  as  in  pable  of  ezercUing  a  more  or  leas  obrkraa 

the  adult.     Between  the  occipital  bone  and  influence  upon  the  character  and  pbenomeoft 

the  two  parietal  bones  there  is  a  triangular  ofdisease:  in  one  instance,  perhaps,  modilying 

space  left,   called  the  posterior  fontanelle.  its  latent  essence,  while  its  distinctive  indi- 

Thc  sagittal  suture  runs  forward  between  the  cations  continue  unaltered,  and^conversely, 

parietal  bones   to  the   anterior  fontanelle,  in  another,  obscuring  its  exte;-nal  characterw- 

which  is  larger  than  the  posterior  fontanelle,  tics  under  the  veil  of  some  trivial  change, 

and  has  a  quadrangular  shape.  while  its  real  nature  continues  the  same.  Yon 

These  are  all  the  observations  I  have  to  will  remember  that  incidental  notice  has 

offer  on  the  anatomy  of  the  gravid  uterus,  already  been  taken  of  those  two  circom- 

whifsh  is  the  very  foundation  of  midwifery.  stances,  which  every  scientific  surgeon  paints 

in  prominent  relief   among    the  incidents 

of  every  case    submitted    to     his    jodg- 

CLINICAL  LECTURES,  ment.  Is  this  case  exclusively  conttituiumai^ 

•      <«^  »n         t    rw      -A  ,  w  exclusively  ibco/,   and  how  far  arc  the 

Deltvered  at  St  ThomoM  »  Hotptial,  diaracteM  of  both  varieties  mingled  and  com- 

By  Frbdb&iok  Tyrrsll,  Esq.  bined  in  its  history,  are  inquiries  calculated 

Lecturer  on  CUnical  Smgery  at  St.  Thomas's  to  kindle  in  the  mind  a  train  of  reflection. 

Hospital,  and  Senior  Su^eon  to  the  Hospital,  with  reference  to  the  subsequent  plan   of 

-  treatment,    of  the  highest  possihle  ixMise* 

OS  the  Principles  o/Diain^  and  The.  ^^T VecoUect.  that  the    ahst«ct  s«in«t 

rapeuncM.  .,  constitutional"  and  "  local,"  which  so 
Gbntleuek,— You  will  not  have  for-  eruditely  resound  in  every  theatre  in  which 
gotten  that,  in  the  two  preceding  lectures,  medicine  and  surgery  are  taught,  from  the 
we  addressed  ourselves  especially  to  the  dis-  period  of  the  Abemethian  blue  pill  and  black 
cussion  of  those  preliminary  and  more  ge-  draught  to  the  more  verbose  learning  and 
neral  questions  which  constitute  the  ground-  formal  refinement  of  our  own  day,  bear  in 
work  of' the  practical  diagnosis  of  disease,  themselves  the  impress  of  no  practioal  tig- 
In  all  instances  the  evidences  which  proclaim  nificance  ;  they  are  arid  and  arbitrary  sym- 
the  existence  of  an  unnatural  change  in,  or  hols,  which  can  neither  transform  doubt  into 
state  of  a  part,  whether  this  be  concealed  firmnes8t)f  purpose,  nor  hesitation  into  con- 
from  open  view  within  the  cavities  of  the  fident  and  well-directed  action.  The  woid 
body  or  more  accessibly  situated  on  its  exte-  conetitutional  occurs  in  the  anxious  investi- 
nor,  may  be  regarded  under  two  departments  gation  of  an  ambiguous  case,  and  the  mind 
— that,  in  the  first  place,  which  is  conveyed  at  once  enters  a  new  and  comprehensive,  but 
by  the  verbal  statement  of  the  patient  and  withal  a  definitive  sphere  of  examination, 
his  friends— that,  in  the  second  place,  which  The  term  local  presents,  as  a  signal  to  a  more 
the  surgeon  develops  and  collects — not  by  direct  and  exclusive  concentration  of  atten- 
the  exclusive  interrogation  of  the  patient,  but  tion  to  a  narrower  region  of  inquiry,  which 
by  the  employment  of  his  hands,  eyes,  and  embraces  only  a  limited  number  of  parti- 
ears.    The  word  sul^fctive — the  adjective  of  culars. 

the  subject  relating — was  employed  to  cha-  Under   the  head   of  the    amstiMimsal 

racterise  the  former — that  of  objtctive,  the  agency  t  so  far  as  it  imparts  its  distingniahhig 

substantive  being  the  object  or  sign  sought,  character  to   any  existing  disease  which  is 

was  used  to  distinguish  the  latter.     In  re-  brought  under  the  view  of  theaurgeon,  I  pro- 

gard  to  the  first,  the  evidence  itself  may  be  pose  to  submit  to  you  a  few  reflections  which 

incorrectly  presented,   or  erroneously  esti-  a  prolonged  course  of  practical  obaervation 

mated ;  with  reference  to   the  second,  the  has  enabled  me  either  to  develope,  oorreol, 

surgeon  may  misobserve  a  phenomenon,  or  or  modify.     It  would  result  neither  in  per* 

mtointerpret  the  character  of  an  actual  fact,  manent  profit  nor  pleasure  to  indulge  in  at* 

In  the  former  case,  the  evidence  itself  may  tempting  to  divest  of  their  vagnenass  and 

be  false ;  in  the  latter,  the  fallacy  may  affect  subtleties  the  various  and  contradictory  deft- 

the  conclusions  of  the  observer.    In  order  to  nitions  which  the  technical  lexic<^raphaniof 

the  complete  consideration  of  these  elemen-  our  science  on  different  occasions  have  ad- 

tary  principles,  which  undeniably  hold  a  re-  vanced.     There  is  confessedly  so  much  tota- 
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lity  and  e^UeeihenMt  denoted  by  the  word  entertained  that  recovery  oould  oocor  without 
eotutUutioH,  that  in  order  to  be  intelligible,  the  tone  and  vigour  which  a  properly-regu* 
the  exposition  must  be  matter  of  fact,  and  lated  coarse  of  nourishing  and  stimulating 
fiimiliar.  The  organi§mu9,  in  all  instances,  is  diet  would  impart  to  the  system  ?     I  have 
compounded  necessarily  and  invariably  of  the  known,  on  repttted  occasions,  a  trivial  local 
Bome  elements.    The  osseous — the  muscular  disease  assume  a  most  obstinate  and  unac- 
— the  nervous — the  vascular — ^the  lymphatic  coontably'chronic  character,  until,  by  specifi- 
— are  the  component  systems  by  the  orderly  cally  ascertaining  the  exact  habit,  or  what 
and  determinate   association   of  which  the  particular  luxury  the  thirtt  or  appetite  of  the 
animal   body   is    formed.     But    since    the  patient  would  induce  him  to  seek, and  permit- 
working,  as  much  as  the  external  proportiona  ting  him  an  almost  unrestrained  recurrence 
of  this  organism,  must  be  regarded  in  the  to  his  old  practice,  the  proper  energy  being 
light  of  a  rffttZ/on/ produced  by  the  separate  again  given  to  the  constitution,   &e  local 
and  simultaneous  operations  of  different  yet  mischief  vanishes  with  a  quickness  equalled 
mutually  dependent  systems,  it  is  obvious  only  to  the  intraciableness  of  its  former  cha- 
that  whatever  modifies  or  alters  the  efficiency  racter.     In  many.  inst^MBOfw  nothing  but  gin 
of  any  one  must  entail  a  corresponding  «^ainp  vrill  sustain  the  exhausting  powers  of  the 
upon  the  ewnplejnon  of  the  ruultant,   Thlz  jystem.  In  mch  cases  it  will  always  be  found 
complexion  or  external  manifestation  it  is  that  this  was  the  gratiiying  beverage  to  which 
which  constitutes  the  exponent  of  the  inter-  preference  was  given  before  the  commence- 
nal  and  hidden  peculiarity.    Suppose  that,  ment  of  the  period  of  confinement, 
in  order  to  produce  a  certain  compound  oo*        Those  of  you,  gentlemen,  who  have  af- 
lonr,  the  artist  combines  in  definite  proper-  forded  me  the  pleasure  of  your  company 
tions  several  elementary  colours,   and  the  around  the  wards  of  this  hospital,  have,  I 
resultant  desired  be  obtained.     If  these  con-  have  no   doubt,   frequently  heard  me,   in 
stituent  colours  be  free  from  all  impurities,  remarking  upon  the  state  of  the  patient,  em- 
end employed  in  precisely  the  same  proper-  ploy  the  e^juressions — above  par  and  under 
tions,  the  anticipation  is  confidently  enter-  par — with  refeiienoe  to  an  absolute  or  relative 
tained  that  however  frequently  the  experi-  measure  of  restorative  or  remedial  power 
ment  be  repeated,  the  same  consequences  which  the  system  may  possess.    Hie  former 
will  follow.     But  suppose  that  some  article  expression  allodes  to  that  state  in  which  the 
of  inferior  quality  be  introduced  into  the  energies  are  tnore  than  sufficient  to  produce 
compound,  the  colour  of  the  mass  will  deviate  the  required  effect  upon  the  part  injured  or 
from  the  standard  of  purity  in  exact  ratio  to  diseased :  the  other  signifies  Uie  condition  in 
the  extent  to  which  that  one  ingredient  was  which  the  constitution  SBwdnue  the  necessary 
contaminated.    With  reference  to  the  living  vigour.     Many  of  the  diseases  of  the  eye, 
system,  conceive  that  a  limb  is  amputated,  a  especially  of  the  more  superficially  placed  of 
wound  inflicted,  or  a  poison  inoculated,  the  its  tunics,  present  the  most  infallible  marks 
integrity  of  the  whole  system  is  destroyed,  by  which,  especially,  these  two  opposite  con- 
from  the  injury  thus  produced.    This  local  ditions  of  the  system  msy  be  at  once  recog- 
infliction  acquires  a  character  which  the  nised  and  unda>8tood.     Ophthalmic  surgery 
peculiarity  of  the  general  system  determines,  abounds  with  examples  in  which  inflammation 
Recur  to  your  memories  and  case-books  for  of  the  conjunctiva  may  happen  in  one  indi- 
examples  of  those  numerous  cases  in  which  vidual  under  the  most  unequivocal  circum- 
meo,  long  abandoned  to  some  habit  of  great  stances  of  inflammatory  action,  which  requires 
excess  either  in  eating  or  drinking,  become  for  its  relief  the  most  prompt  and  active  anti- 
the  subjects  of  injury  or  operation.     What-  phlogistic  measures.     In  another,  the  very 
ever  may  have  been  the  health  previously  same  apparent  local  action  would  require  for 
enjoyed,  a  change  of  the  most  obvious  de-  its  removal  the  use  of  nutritiouB  and  tonic 
scription  immediately  supervenes,  for  the  se-  remedies — the  preparations  of  bark  and  iron, 
verity  of  which  the  injury  or  operation  is  and  the  moderate  administration  of  stimuli. 
insufficient  to  sooount.     What  can  exceed  But  the  question  of  greatest  value  and  interest 
the  importance  of  ascertaining  with  accuracy  which  the  student  can  propound  respects  the 
and  promptitude  the  nature  of  the  constitu-  tigna  and  appearances  by  which  the  existeuce 
tional  influence  which  threatens   thus   the  of  either  cf  these  states  of  the  system  is  to  be 
rapid  destruction  of  the  limb,  or  even  endan-  readily  and  surely  ascertained, 
gers  the  life  of  the  patient  ?  What  is  the  appropriate  plan  of  treatment 
Suppose  a  poor  boy,  squallid  and  debili-  in  this  case— the  depressing  or  the  6up{  ort- 
tated  by  deep-rooted  scrofula,  to  sustain  a  ing — ^wine  and  nourishment,  or  tlic  lancet  and 
blow  upon  the  knee,  or  a  fracture  of  the  leg.  purgatives — ^is  an  inquiry  \%hich  is  always 
Unless  the  idea  were  mysteriously  fostered  important,  but  not  always  easy  of  decision, 
that  the  part  affected,  or  limb  injured,  was        The  countenance  has  its  meaning  ;  it  goes 
altogether  independent  of  the  body  to  which  far  to  express  the  condition  of  the  body,  the 
it  wss  appended,  how  could  a  single  hope  be  standard  of  health.  The  pulse  has  its  strength 
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and  weakness y  and  iB  an  important  aaxfliary,  the  confidence  and  persuasion  that  long  ezpe- 

and  not  nnfrequently  a  paramount  evidence,  rience  has  given  me,  that  I  venture  to  incite 

in  r^;ard  to  the  measure  of  the  system's  especial  attention  to  one  distinctive  circum- 

power.   The  status  of  the  mucous  tracts,  the  stance  which  Dr.  Hail  has  almost  altogether 

surface  of  the  body,  the  nervous  centres,  the  overlooked.     Not  a  single  doubt  is  left  npon 

muscular  system,  and  a  manifold  variety  of  my  mind  that  true  inflammatory  or  plethoric 

other  objects,  under  the  open  view  of  the  excitement  of  the  system,  under  the  con- 

observer,  speak  a  language  which  all  may  ditions  of  local  disease,  communicates  to  the 

read  and  study.    There  is,  notwithstanding,  pulse  a  definite  and  constant  character,  wlilch 

confusion,  doubt,  and  difficulty,  which  this  is  that  of  compactness  and  incompressibility, 

very  "  multiplicity  of  tongues"  appears  to  while  the  opposed  system  of  debility   and 

occasion,  which  oftentimes  render  it  more  irritability  is  characterized  with  equid  con- 

embarrassing  to  adjudge  rightly  the  nature  stancy  by  a  looseness  and  compressibility  of 

of  a  case,  than  if  the  mind  were  allowed  only  the  pulse,  which  it  is  almost  impcwsible  to  mis- 

the  guidance  of  a  single  and  obscure  little  conceive.  Many  theoretical  writers  have  dwelt 

symptom.  upon  the  incompressible  character  of  the  pulse 

Think  yourselves  called  upon  to  decide,  in  association  with  the  general  evidence  which 

under  important  and  anxious  circumstances,  indicates  the  propriety  of  blood-letting ;  but  I 

on  the  real  character  of  one  of  those  anoma-  feel  anxious,  because  convinced  of  its  value 

lous  cases  of  intsstinai  irritation  which  my  in  practice,  to  inculcate  the  fact  that  the  signs 

distinguished  colleague.  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  afforded  by  the  pulse  alone  are  frequency, 

has  so  clearly  and  masterly  elucidated.  When  when  intelligently  apprehended,  quite  enough 

the  system  is  ready  to  be  kindled  into  a  state  to  explain  away  doubts  and  establish  the 

of  excitement,  which  of  all  others  most  inti-  diagnosis.  Notwithstanding  the  marked  pre- 

mately  and  remarkably  simulates  that  which  sence  of  equivocal  and  suspicious  signs  of 

belongs  to  unequivocal  inflammation,  the  inflammation  of  a  p/ut  or  sthenic  description, 

patient  may  receive  a  harmless  wound  upon  if  it  can  be  satisfactorily  proved  that  the 

his  finger,  a  trifling  fracture :  at  once  the  pulse  possesses  all  the  characters  of  loosenea 

normal  equilibriumj  of  his  system  is  shaken  and  compressibility,  it  may  be  inferred  with 

— ^the  pulse  rises  in  frequency — the  surface  certainty  that  the  antiphlogistic  course  of 

becomes  dry,  the  tongue  parched  and  loaded  treatment  will  result  in  the  injury  nther  than 

— the  bowels  constipated — the  countenance  the  benefit  of  the  patient.     Here,  then,  is  a 

anxious — the  head  may  violently  ache — the  diagnostic  test  of  definite  and  appreciable 

patient  altogether  is  restless  and  irritable —  value,  which  is  certainly  less  objectionable, 

what  should  be  done?     Dr.  Hall  would  at  because  more  readily  appUed,than  the  method 

once  say,  place  the  patient  in  the  upright  of  blood-letting  recommended  for  universal 

posture,  and  bleed  him  to  incipient  syncope,  adoption  bv  Dr.  Hall.    At  all  events,  it  can 

If  the  case  really  be  one  of  Wm/i/tf  irritation,  'be  affim^ed  without  exaggeration,    Uiat  in 

the  patient  will  faint  before  ten  ounces  will  every  example  in  which  the  quantity  of  blood 

have  escaped;    if  of  ac/ua/  inflammation,  withdrawn  appears  to  attest  the  inflammatory 

twenty  will  scarcely  produce  the  same  result,  nature  of  the  case,  the  evidence  of  the  pulse 

Gentlemen, — If  this  distinction,  this  proof,  should  be  required  to  add  rather  than  sub- 
be  correctly  founded,  which  it  certainly  is,  tract  from  the  clearness  and  weight  of  the 
can  any  thing  exceed  the  value  which  it  con-  proof.  On  the  other  band,  in  those  other 
fers  upon  the  resources  of  our  profession  ?  cases,  in  which  the  propriety  of  blood-let- 
It  imparts  a  precision  and  certainty  to  diag-  ting,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  few  ounces,  is 
nosis  which  invest  the  practical  departments  questionably  admissible,  the  indications  of  the 
of  medicine  and  surgery  with  the  elevated  pulse  may  acquire  paramount  value.  On  the 
attributes  of  real  science.  Acquaint  your-  first  fiivourable  opportunity,  I  shall  endeavour 
selves  in  every  possible  way  with  its  meaning  practically  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  pecu- 
and  its  tendency — study,  in  conjunction  with  liarities  of  the  pulse,  to  which  I  have  now 
Dr.  Hall's  work  on  Diagnosis,  the  admirable  only  directed  your  minds.  It  may  be  de- 
volumes  of  learning  and  practical  discrimina-  sirable,  however,  at  this  time,  to  afford  iht 
tion  which  my  late  colleague,  Mr.  Travers,  assistance  which  verbal  and  diagramatic 
has  presented  to  the  profession  upon  a  sub-  definition  is  capable  of  giving  with  respect 
ject  closely  allied  to  that  which  we  are  now  to  the  conditions  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
discussing,  and  you  will  arm  yourselves  to  a  The  compact,  full,  and  incompressible  pulse, 
great  extent  against  the  perplexing  realities  communicates  the  sensation  of  a  single  and 
of  actual  practice.  I  have  long  addressed  defined  pressure  upon  the  finger.  The 
myself  to  the  study  of  those  substantive  dis-  hose  and  compressible  variety  gives  the  idea 
tinctions  which  mark  the  two  conditions  of  of  a  cylindrical  body  with  irregular  outline 
plethora  and  debility,  under  which  we  are  acting  obscurely  upon  the  finger, 
required  to  combat  the  results  of  injury  or  This  explanation  may  be  rendered  more 
the  consequences  of  disease ;  and  it  is  upon  intelligible  by  conceiving  the  two  sensations 
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described  to  bear  some  analogy  to  the  outline  tioners  who  constitute  the  great  body,  as  well 

of  the  arterial  vessels  as  they  beat  in  the  two  as  the  respectability  of  our  profession,  I  must 

cases  ;  if,  indeed,  analogy  can  be  spoken  of  declare  to  yon,  that  if  any  custom  more  than 

as  subsisting  between  things  felt  and  things  another  prevail  in  our  profession,  which  is 

seen.  stamped  with  an  air  of  empty  learning  and 

jTiQ,  1,  formality,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  practice 

of  taking  out  the  watch  to  count  the  fre- 

/  "  [j  quency  of  the  pulse    deserves  the  fullest 

^  '  "  measure  of  a  reputation  so  enviable. 

-,  Gentlemen,   on  the  abstract  ground  of 

"^'  augmented  or  diminished  frequency  of  the 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  pulse,  would  you  say,  even  from  the  necessa- 

l*'*'^'^^'^^^^*''^''^^^  rily  limited  experience  which  you  have  yet 

V/»SW^^^>^^r<>^»^<'^5^^lNl'»^^^VN^^^»l^^  had  in  your  profession,  that  any  given  case 

partook  or  not  of  an  inflammatory  character  ? 

In  one  case,  fig.  1,  the  outline  is  defined,  Recollect  that  increased  frequency  is  by  no 

equal,  and  uniform,  and  the  vessel  bounds  means  a  necessary  accompaniment  of  the 

against  the  finger  with  a  compactness  which  features  of  compactness  and  inconipressibi- 

produces  a  corresponding  tinfflenen  of  sen-  Uty.     Listen  to  the  following  case,  and  you 

sation,  leaving  upon  the  finger  no  rendual  will  fod  the  truth,  as  well  as  the  importance, 

impression.      In  the  other  case,  fig.  2,  the  of  what  I  say. 

coats  of  the  vessel  impart  the  idea  of  imper-         An  immediate  relative  of  my  own  became 

feet  and  incomplete  contraction  around  the  the  subject  of  severe  pain  over  the  abdomen, 

^  contents,  and  may  admit  of  a  nautical  com-  and  other  marked  signs  of  inflammation  of 

parison.      The  first  is  a  uniform  and  well-  the  peritoneum. 

distended  cylinder,  and  may  be  compared  to         In  simple  frequency  the  pulse  amounted  to 

a  Mt7,  rendered  equally  convex  by  a  favour-  no  more  than  70  in  a  minute.     The  case  as- 

ably  acting  breeze ;  the  second,  the  sides  of  sumed  a  threatening  aspect,  and  the  opinion 

which  are  as  irregular  as  its  beat  is  diffused  of  the  late  Dr.  Babington  was  obtained.     At 

and  imperfect,  may  be  likened  to  the  same  that  time,  (like  yourselves),  I  was  a  sanguine 

Mt/,  with  the  breese  acting  not  upon  its  broad  student  in  my  profession,  and  held  in  merited 

iurfoce,  but  cutting  its  sides,  leaving  it  loose,  respect  the  judgment  and  authority  of  Dr. 

with   the   canvas    floating    irregularly,    in  Babington.     He  visited  the  case,  and  came 

small,  imperfect,  horizontel,  undulations  in  away,  after  having  given  to  the  friends  the 

the  wind.  most  favourable  opinion — on  what  ground  ? 

If  the  idea  of  the  existence  of  a  power  to  — on  the  delusive  one  that,  as  the  patient's 

support  or  retiit  compression,  or  the  abnnee  pulse  was  no  more  than  70  per  minute,  every 

of  such  a  power  of  resistance,  more  or  less  apprehension  of  danger  might  be  safely  dissi- 

eompletely,  be  associated  with  the  notion  pated.     I  met  my  respected  senior,  when  he 

which  I  have  attempted  to  convey,  the  puise  encouragingly  remarked  that  the  pulse  was 

which  marks  power  in  the  system  may  be  only  70 !     But   I  then  informed  him  that 

discriminated  from  that  which  denotes  the  this  lady,  although  the  possessor  of  a  vigorous, 

contrary  condition  of  debility,  strong,  and  active  mind,  in  full  health,  had  a 

ft  is  not  my  part  to  attempt  the  deacrip-  pulse  which  afibrded  no  more  than  50  beats 

tion  of  any  of  the  infinite  shades  of  difference  in  a  minute.     His  opinion  at  once  under- 

which  the  pulse  assumes  under  the  varied  went  a  change,  and  he  was  induced  to  re« 

conditions  of  disease  to  which  the  body  is  examine  the  case,  and  the  step  was  deter- 

exposed.  But  there  is  certainly  one  formality  mined  upon  of  taking  away  blood. 
— it  may  be  styled  custom — ^which  prevails        Many  ounces  of  blood  were  abstracted 

in  the  practice  of  our  isrt,  with  reference  to  before  the  occurrence  of  syncope,  and  the 

which  I  can  scarcely  wiUihold  a  plain  and  symptoms  were  immediately  much  mitigated, 

ungamished  remark.  It  is  impossible  to  doubt  the  circumstance* 

If  you  have  not  enacted  the  part  yourselves  that  the  ultimate  recovery  of  this  person  was 

in  your  intercourse  with  the  senior  members  due  to  the  prompt  manner  in  which  4>lood« 

of  our  profession,  whether  in  the  provinces,  letting  was  adopted.    Notwithstanding  the 

or  in  the  centre  of  learning  itself,  tiie  metro-  contra-indicating  doubt  which  the  unusual 

polis,  it  must  have  fallen  under  your  notice  slowness  of  the  pulse  was  calculated  to  sug- 

to  have  observed  a  practitioner,   with  his  gest,  I  emphatiodly  urged  the  propriety  of 

watch  before  his  eye,  compute  the  frequency  its  adoption.     In  this  instance  how  lament- 

of  the  pulse,  with  a  gravity  as  Socratic — a  able  would  have  been  the  consequences  of 

significance  as  profound — as  the  occult  phi-  implicitly  relying  upon  the  isolated  evidence 

IcMuphy  of  the  middle  ages  itself.     Without  afforded  by  the  number  of  the  pulse, 
remotely  intending  the  slightest  indignity,  or        It  were  easy  to  multiply  examples  of  the 

smallest  disrespect  to  those  general  practi-  same  delusive  character,  in  which  a  ftJae 
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opinion  has  been  given,  by  attaching  undua  tible  with  a  pulae  which  did  not  exceed  50, 
importance  to  the  sfmple  ciruumstance  of  30,  and  60  beats  in  the  minute.  Namerom 
frequency  in  the  pulae.  The  practice  of  instancei,  again,  of  a  contrary  character, 
taking  out  the  watch  is  obsolete,  and  ration-  might  be  ooUected,  in  which,  nnder  dream- 
ally  extinct.  You  may  rest  assured,  that,  as  stances  of  striking  similitude,  as  regards  sex, 
*  simplicity  is  the  handmaid  of  truth,'  so  the  age,  habit  of  body,  and  disease,  the  frequencj 
external  shew  of  magic  gestures,  and  mes*  of  the  pulse  was  considerably  beyond  the 
meric  ceremonies,  is  calculated  as  little  to  average  standard.  Let  me,  then,  repeat  the 
sustain  the  respectability  of  the  medical  pro-  inculcation  which  it  is  so  desirous  for  you 
fession,  as  it  has  gone  far  to  reduce  its  social  thoroughly  and  completely  to  understand, 
standing,  and  impede  the  spread  of  its  use-  that  in  computing  the  number  of  the  arterial 
fulness.   .  pulse,  in  consequence  of  the  frequency   of 

But  the  freedom  with  which  I  have  con*  individual  variations  from  that  which  tUe 
demned  the  practice  of  attaching  consequence  general  oonaent  of  practitioners  may  concede 
to  the  isolated  feature  of  the  number  of  the  as  the  standard  or  mean,  ttke/aet  of  its  fre- 
arterial  ptUse,  to  guard  against  the  possible    quency  in  the  abstract  is  entitled  to  little, 

misapprehension  df  my  meaning,  may  require  and  that  very  questionable  value,  as  an  expo- 

a  few  remarks  in  qualification.    The  columns  nent    either   of   the    character    or    actual 

of  statistioal  proofe  which  phytioians  have  condition  of  disease.     As  an  absolute  datum 

recorded  must  be  accepted  as  indisputable  it  deserves  no  dependence ;  as  a  relative  item, 

and  weighty  guarantees  for  the  well-founded  viewed  in  combination  with  the  general  evi. 

character  of  the  general  belief,  that  certain  denoe  which  the  examination  may  elicit,  it  is 

diseases,  for  the   most  part,    are   marked  calculated  to  ensure  the  ends  of  a  truthful 

CO- terit  paribus  by  the  same  qualities  of  the  diagnosis. 

pulse.     In  general  language  it  may  be  oer-        Conceive  yourselves  in  anxious  attendance 

tainly  affirmed  that  all  unquestionably  in-  upon  a  doubtful  case,  with  the  pulse  beating 

flammatory  affections  of  important  organs  attherateof90or  lOOperminute.   Regarded 

are  characterized  by  an  augmentation  in  the  as  a  detached  particular,  it  obviously  can 

frequency  of  the.  pulse  ;  and  equally,  that  claim  no  other  than  the  roost  inferior  value, 

certain  other  morbid  conditions  of  the  body  for    under    the  circumstances  of   complete 

might  be  arrayed  into  a  definite  category,  health  the  pulse  of  this  very  individual  may 

which  are  accompanied  by  unusual  slowness  amount  nearly  to  the  same  number  of  beats, 

of  the  arterial  pulse.     It  scarcely  requires  to  But  suppose,  by  a  credible  informant,  it  were 

be  stated  that  the  Afequency  of  pulse  during  stated  that  in  health  this  person's  pulie  waa 

the  period  of  infancy  is  greater  than  in  that  generally  as  low  as  65  or  70,  below  that 

of  adult  life.    The  numerical  amount  of  the  which  statisticians  assign  as  the  numerical 

pulse  in  the  female  exceeds  that  in  male,  mean,   the  whole  complexion  of  the  cose 

The  sum  of  the  pulse  is  sensibly  affected  by  undeiigoes  at  once  a  serious  cliange :  now  the 

the  season  of  the  year,  the  period  of  the  day,  frequency  of  the  pnlse  may  be  received  as  an 

the  position  of  the  body.     By  the  statistical  attestation  of  danger — ^it  may  affect,  fimda- 

researches  of  MM.   Quetelet,  Billard,   and  mentally,  the  treatment — ^it  may  provide  the 

Piorry,  and  especially  those  of  Dr.  Guy,  attendant  with  important  and  weil- founded 

Falconer,  Graves,  Sir  W.  Burnett,  Dr.  Joy,  means  for  the  formation  of  prognosis.     But 

and  others  in  this  country,  (acts  and  data  consider  the    opposite  supposition — that  a 

have  remarkably  multiplied    and  accumu-  practitioner  is  required  to  pronounoe  judg- 

lated  for  the  approximate  determination  of  meat  upon  the  character  of  a  case  when  no 

averages  in  the  fiequency  of  the  pulse  under  information  whatever  can  be  obtained   in 

the  several  drcumatancea  of  age,  sex,  and  relation  to  the  history  of  the  pulse,  whether 

disease.  it  furnishes  50  or  100  beats.     How  is  its 

It  is  impossible  to  entertain  hesitation  in  meaning  to  be  practically  rendered  ?    What 

admitting  the  authenticity  of  the  numerous  interpretation  could  be  confidently  put  upon 

cases  which  are  published,  on  the  authority  the  evidence  of  its  frequency  in  the  abstract  ? 

of  many  of  the  observen  whose  names  I  have  Can  you  not  now  perceive  that  the  watch 

mentioned.  and  ita  minute-hand  are  nothing  more  than 

Although  in  an    infant  of  a  week  or  a  the  decorative  appliances  of  the  ceremonious 

fortnight   old  the  mean   frequency  of  the  practitioner — the  imposing  paraphernalia  of 

pulse  has  been  calculated  at  about  128,  cases  the  mysteries  of  the  medical  art  ? 
have  been  recorded  by  Dr.  Joy  and  Dr.        Since,   therefore,  the  indications  of  the 

Ghiy,    in    which    disease   has    raised    this  pulse,  when  viewed  as  an  index  or  measure 

sum  to  200  and  250.     The  average  for  the  of  the  state  of  the  circulating  sysem,  claim 

adult  male  i&  ordinarily  given  at  70 ;    yet  only  an  inferior  and  inconstant  value   as 

examples  are  presented  us  by  Floyer,  Heber-  regards  the  number  of  ita  beats — and  since 

den,  and  Fordyce,  and  they  might  be  readily  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  pulsations  is 

multiplied,  in  which  disease,  and  that  of  a  susceptible  of  so  great  variations  nnder  the 

serious  inflammatory  character,  was  compa-  agency  of  causes,  as  muliifold  in  amount  as 
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t1i0T  are  ai  yet  imperfectly  undcrrtood— no  been  predisposition  to  ^sease,  is  nb 
IcMon  oen  be  more  wiady  Uught  than  that  uncommonly  cast,  by  such  an  accident  ^ 
which  diTcrU  the  eye  of  the  student  firom  on  the  skin,  into  prompt  and  acute 
hia  watch,  and  direcU  his  undivided  attentiim  inflammation  ;  and,  at  least,  rarely  fails 
to  the  qualities  nther  than  the  number  ol  to  manifest  some  considerable  degree  of 
the  pulae.  secondary  derangement.  Now  we  are 
• to  attend  to  the  rationale  of  this  effect. 

THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  BURNS.  ^'  ^^!f  f^VP^^  altogether  independent  of 

the  nertous  and  vascular  excitement  con- 

SiR|                                                     ment  of  the  nervous  and  vascular  sys- 
In  Mr.  Erichsen's  paper  on  the  Patho-    terns  aggravates  the  secondary  inflam- 
logy  of  Bums,  in  tne  last  number  of  the    matory  affection  of  ^e  gastro- intestinal 
Med.  Gazettk,  there  occurs  the  follow-    mucous  sur&ce,  yet  that  affection  may 
ing  passage: — "Mr.  Curling,  in  his    be  more  directly  due  to  the  fact  of  a 
very  interesting  paper  on  Ulceration  of    Uarge  excreting  surface  of  another  tis" 
the  Duodenum  consequent  upon  Burns,    g^^  (to  wit,  tihe  cutaneous)  beinp  thrown 
published  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical    iiUoaetateof  dieorganizationf  hy  which 
Transactions   for    the   present   year,    the  function  of  excretion,  over  a  large 
accounts  for  the  vot  frequent  occur-    part  of  it,  being  abolished,  a  sudden 
rence  of  this  lesion  by  supposing  that    «tc«rtota  duty  is  thrown  uj9on  the  gag' 
Brunner's  glands  endeavour,  'by  an    tro-intestinal  mucous  surfaces,  which 
increased  action,  to  compensate  for  the    they,  especially  if  already  in  a  morbidly 
exhalation  of  the  skin,  and  that  the    predisposed  state,  may  not  be  able  to 
irritation   consequent    thereon    often    undertake,  without  symptoms  of  ex- 
leads  to  inflammation  and  ulceration.'    citement  verging  on  inflammation.    It 
This  appears  to  me  a  highly  probable    \b  on  the  same  principle  that  the  pre- 
supposition," &c.                                     mature  suppression  of  eruptions,  as  of 
From  this  extract  it  is  to  be  inferred    gmall  -  pox,    measles,    scarlatina  ;    of 
that  Mr.Erichsenre^ds Mr. Curling's    heemorrhages,  as  of  piles';  of  natural 
explanation  as  original ;    and  I  have    discharges,  as  of  the  menses,  milk,  or 
not  the  smallest  doubt  that  when  the    lochia ;  Uie  rash  cure  of  ancient  sores, 
latter  gentleman  gave  that  explanation,    and  even  morbid  states  of  the  skin,  by 
he  himself  believed  the  same  thing;    preventing  perspiration— often  develope 
but  justice  to  myself  requires  me  to    metastatic  disease  of  the  stomach,  liver, 
state  that  more  than  two  years  a^  I    pancreas,  spleen,  or  intestines." — />e- 
had  not  onlyyorma/(y  stated,  but  bke-    rangements,  Primarg  and  ReiUx,  of  the 
wise  published  the  same  views.    After    Orifane  of  iHgeetiom,  pp.  312,  313. 
noticing  that  derangements  of  the  skin        Requesting  the  favour  of  a  place  for 
may  cause  symptomatic  gastro-intes-    the  a&ove  in  the  columns  of  your  dis- 
tinal  disease,  I  proceed  as  follows :—    tinguished  journal,  I  am,  sir, 
**  The  skin,  as  an  extensive  sensitive                      Yonr  obedient  servant, 
and  secreting  surface,  has  important                                       Robbst  Dick. 
relations  to  two  grand  sets  of  central      %  upper  John  Stteet,  Golden  Square^ 
organs  :    to    the   cerebro-spinal   and                   '•»•  **»  >*••• 
sympathetic  centres,  in  the  first  place  \ 

to  all  the  secreting  mucous  surface^  HOMOEOPATH Y. 

pulmonary,    intestinal,    vesical,    and  «via*j:.\/jrj^xn*. 

uterine,  in  the  second.    The  effect  of  • ,       |  — 

an  extensive  scorch  or  scald  wiU  iUus-  j^  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

trate  the  senntive  and  secretorg  relU" 

tions  qfthe  shin.    In  the  event  of  such  °'** 

an  accident,  the  nervous  centres  are  iNyoorperiodicaloftheGthinstastatc- 

iwwerfully  imtated,  or  else  exhausted;  ment  appealed  relative  to  the  medical 

and  It,  at  the  same  time,  most  com-  treatment  of  the  late  lamented  Countess 

monly  happens  that  one  or  other  of  the  of  Denbigh,  which  has  since  been  copied 

mucous  caiwls  is  inflamed.     We,  in  into  various  journals.    The  genQeman 

this  work,  have  only  to  do  with  the  whom  it  more  immediately  concerned 

fistro- intestinal  mucous   membrane,  seemed  disposed  to  pass  it  over  with  the 

his,  then,  especiaUy  if  there  have  contempt  which  such  a  fabrication  me- 
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^^d,  but  others  thought  that  the  pur-  that  watching  a  plethoric  habit  dartng 

iiuance  of  such  a  course  might  lead  the  the  period  of  gestation  is  '*  against  the 

<^' public  to  imagine  that  its  non-contra-  principles  of  Hahnemann  ?''    A  refer- 

diction  was  a  tacit  acquiescence  in  its  ence  to  our  medical  works  is  quite  suf- 

truth.  ficient  to  establish  the  contrary. 

A  plain  statement  of  the  case  ab  "  M.  D.'s"  next  assertion,  as  to  the 

initio,  would  be  perhaps  the  best  refu-  non-effect  of  the  medicines  ^ven  in 

tation  of  your  correspondent's  asser*  checking  the  convulsions,  is  disproved 

tions ;  bat  thait  I  do  not  feel  mj^self  sJL  by  fiict ;  the  medicmea  acted  satisfac- 

libezty  to  enter  upon.  Under  a  mask  of  torily  ;  but  the  cMe»  as  tike  BoSoagKf 

mock  condolence,  and  with  a  useless  proved,  was  beyond  the  reach  c^wt. 

suppression  of  the  name,  he  has  paraded  We  now  come  to  the  covert  insinoa- 

the  misfortune  of  a  family  before  the  tion  that  no  accoucheur  was  present, 

public,  and  torn  away  the  veil  from  the  '*  By  accident,  a  medical  man  of  some 

solemn  sanctuary  of  private  grief.  eminence  was  in  the  house,  and  was 

With  his  motives,  or  the  opprobrious  requested  to  see  the  case  :  he  pro- 
terms  he  levels  at  homoeopatny,  I  have  nounced  the  lady  to  be  suffering  under 
nothing  to  do  :  I  feel  no  inclination  to  puerperal  convulsions,  requiring  from 
enter  tne  lists  of  controversy  with  an  those  in  attendance  the  most  active 
anonymous  writer.  and  energetic  measures,  and  the  assist- 

Your  correspondent  speaks  of  facts,  ance  also  of  a  skilful  accoucheur,  to 

For  these  facts  he  has  drawn  almost  forward  the  delivery  of  the  patient,*' 

wholly  upon  his  ima^nation ;  his  alle-  &c. 

gations  are  easily  disproved  by  an  ap-  This  "  medical  man  of  some  emi- 

peal  to  authorities,  upon  which  the  nence,"  was  Mr.  Barnes,  the  usual  ob- 

shndow  of  a  doubt  cannot  rest,  viz., —  stetric  of  the  lady  in  question,  who  w^as 

Mr.  Barnes,  the  accoucheur,  who  at-  actually  present  some  time  before  the 

tended  tliroughout  the  case,  and  Mr.  arrival  of  Dr.  Dunsford. 

Fincham,  who  officiated  at  the  pofi^  "  The  homoeopathic  doctors  spoke 

mortem  examination  ;  neither  of  wnich  confidently." 

gentlemen    are     '*  Dr.    Hahnemann's  So  far  was  this  from  being  the  fact, 

disciples.*'  that  the  prognosis  of  all  tlie  medical 

I  will  now  proceed  to  unweave  this  men  present  was,  from  the  commence- 

web  of  falsehood  thread  by  thread,  and  ment,  decidedly  unfavourable, 

then  allow  the  profession  to  judge  for  **  Apoplectic  coma  followed." 

themselves.  Here,  again,  **  M.  D."  is  at  fault ; 

To  quote  from  "  M.  D.,"—  coma  did  not  ensue. 

"  Tnough  in  her  confinement,  18  The  concluding  remarks  are  scarcely 

months  ago,  she  nearly  lost  her  life  by  worth  notice.  Mr.  Barnes,  a  gentleman 

homoeopathic  treatment."  of   long   practice   and  acknowledged 

At  the  period  alluded  to,  the  noble  skill  in  the  obstetric  branch,  was  pre- 

lady  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Barnes,  sent,  and  although,  before  the  arrival 

took  no  homoeopathic  medicines,  (Dr.  of  Dr.  Dunsford,  from  some  symptoms, 

Dunsford  being  absent],  and  the  case  he  judged  the  abstraction  of  blood  ne- 

was  brought  to  a  satisfactory  termina-  cessary,  yet,  upon  feeling  the  pulse,  he 

tion  under  that  gentleman's  auspices,  deemed  that  such  a  course  would  have 

Dr.  Dunsford  having,  in  conjunction  been  almost  immediately  fatal, 

with  Mr.  B.,  attended  her  in  her  two  The  insinuation,  that  any  mode  of 

} previous  confinements,  in  which,  from  treatment  would  have  been  successful, 

lomceopatliic  treatment  during  the  pe-  is  amply  disproved  by  the  pott  mortem 

riod  of  gestation,  her  recovery  was  re-  examination  subjoined,  made  not  by 

markably  rapid.  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann,  as  falsely 

Again, —  alleged,  but  by  two  allopathic  practi- 

**  This  lady  was  of  a  very  plethoric  tioners,  in  conjunction  with  the  nomce- 

habit." — False  I  opathic  physician,  Dr.  Dunsford. 
Messrs.  Barnes  and  Stone  always 

considered  her  to  be  the  very  reverse,  Qovy.^  Appear  ance,  observed  on  t*«. 

and  that  after  her  confinements  she  re-  „,,„.     f/^  ^ead  of  the  late  Counten 

quired  stimulants  and  carriage  exer-  of  Denbiah 

else.  ''            ^  ' 

What  right  has  "  M.  D."  to  assume,  "  Very  little  blood  in  the  head.  Dura 
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mater  rather  congested,  but  without  in-  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

flammation,  and  more  adherent  to  the 

bone  than  usual.     Great  thickness  and  Friday,  January  27, 1843. 

opacity  at  the  back  part  of  the  longitn-  

dmal  sinus,  at  its  junction  with  the  la-  "  L»«t  onnibua,  licet  etUm  miu,  dig^iuien 

teral  sinuses.     A  smaU  tumor,  half  an  ^^J*  ^*<*«ff  jjieri  $  poteetas  modo  veniendi  in 

:     ,    .     J.         .             J     v»4«*w  ,  «»»»  »  publicum  Mt,  dicendi  penculum  non  recuao.*» 

inch  in  diameter,  and  about  a  quarter  Cicbro. 

of  an  inch  thick.  

"  Base  of  the  brain  congested,  parti-  ANALOGY    BETWEEN     THE    DIS- 

cularly  about  the  medulla  oWonrata,  penseRS  OF  INSTRUCTION  AND 

with  a  small  quantity  of  fluid ;  the  whole  ^^  •»/rwr*Tr.ixTi5 

of  the  cerebellum  softer  than  natural,  ^^  MEDICINE, 

with  here  and  there  a  portion  soft  like  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Statistical 

paste.    This  state  of  the  brain  was  the  Society  a  paper  was  read  on  the  schools 

result  of  disease  of  considerable  stand-  _^^^^j    *_    i      .v       i -u         ^c  ♦u^ 

ing,  and  could  not  be  remedied  by  any  «^^    ^    ^?  ,  !^^    ^^"^^^^"  .^^  ^^^ 

particular  treatment.  lo^er    and  middling  classes    in    the 

(Signed)    G.  Fincham,  borough    of  Finsbury.    In    the    ani- 

Harris  Duitsford,  M.D.  mated  discussion  which  followed  this* 

A.  B.  Barnes.  among  other  facte  it  was  elicited  that 

"DeconlMrMS,  1842."  <t,                  *•          r           u     i        * 

the  occupation  of  a  schoolmaster   or 

In  bringing  forward  the  name  of  Mr.  schoolmistress  for  the  classes  alluded 

Barnes,  I  do  not  wish  to  fix  the  shgntest  .      .                urn       ^   i. 

degree  of  responsibility  on  that  ^ntle-  *^J«    generally   followed  by  persons 

man.     The  whole  medical  treatment  wholly  unprepared  by  any    previous 

was  under  the  direction  of  the  homce-  education  for  that  special  object  ;and,in- 

opathic  physicians  present;   and  well  deed,  that  the  occupation  is'generallyun- 

would  it  be  for  the  other  school  of  me-    j«.*^i   _  i.        *i,         « 

J'  :      :r  ii  *v,«:-  ««-««  «,k;-u  »».i^:»»*^  dertakenasare  sourcewhen  othermeans 

aicine,ifall  their  cases,  whicn  terminate  -     ,   .           ,        -  .,   ,         ^  ^  »j 

fatally,  could  stand  the  test  of  inouiry  ©f  subsistence  have  failed :  such  failure 

as  well  as  the  present,  which  has  oeen  in   very    many  cases   bieng  traceable 

the  cause  of  so  much  unj  ust  opprobrium  directly  to  incompetence  or  misconduct. 

ae'^^fitrrtUtpori7/ff .  J*"^*  *»««  "  ven.  frequently  the  ««e  « 

the  homoeopathic  system  which  a  lone  «nown  to  all  who  have  inquired  into 

course  of  success  warrants,  we  pretend  the  casual  instances  which  have  come 

not  to  infallibility,  and  only  wish  our  under  their  notice.    It  might,  perhaps, 

practice  to  be  tested  by  a  fair  and  inge-  j^^^^  ^^^  inferred,  even  had  it  not  been 

nuous  comparison  with  the  old.  *  .     j    r       \i_ 

I  now  leave  the  case  to  stand  upon  ascertained,  from  the  gross  ignorance 

its  own  merite.     If  your  corresponcknt  often  betrayed  by  the  teachers,  and  the 

had  thought  fit  to  sign  his  name,  I  large  amount  of  this  quality  with  which 

would  not  have  hesitated  to  subscribe  ^^     contrive  to  store  their  pupils ;  for, 

mme.  I  am,  however,  perfectly  wilung  .{^    n  j       n              r     *i:            «, 

to  lay  aside  my  inaJjJnito.  should  he  ^'^  ^^^  d"«  allowance  for  the  powers 

please  to  adopt  a  similar  course.  of  stolid  ingenuity  in  escaping  instruc- 

In  conclusion,  and  I  will  borrow  the  tion,  with  which  some  children  are 

sentence  from  M.  D.  himself,  •'  these  ^f^^  j^  jg  difficult  to  conceive  how  so 

fiactsneed  no  further  comment;  they  ^,,  ,  ;^^«.«^«  ««.,m  k*  «««.^-f*wi ;« 

must  be  clearly  undcretood,  at  least  by  """^^  ignorance  could  be  persisted  m, 

every  medicalman;"—Imay  add,  byany  as  to  overcome  the  average  of  youthful 

man  of  honourable  feeling,  or  even  of  instinct  for  seizing  and  appropriating 

common  honesty.— I  remain,  sir,  jdeaa,  unless  the  teacher  were  singu- 

Your  obedient  servant  i    i     ^r*  ^      '^u  *u                ^c  ^.uu 

A  HoiiiBOPATHic  Phwicus.  '"'^  8^^  ^'*  **  P*"'*'  "f  *^'^- 

holding  or  of  marring  useful  informu- 

[Our  correspondent  ought  to  have  tion. 

sent  ttf  his  name,  as  we  stated  was  done  ^           ^^  recommend  our:younger 

by  the  gentleman  to  whose  letter  the  ,       ^                             -  *         * 

above  Ls  an  answer.— Ed.  Gaz  ]  readers  to  occupy  some  of  the  spare 

—  ti me,  which  even  the  shortest  midwifery 
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'^se  throws  upon  their  hands,  in  ques-  it  be  of  the  fieer  and  more  subtle  ele- 

^ioning  the  children  of  their  poorer  ments  of  instruction  and  healing  P 

patients.      Sciiooling  is  to  education        Restraint  and  discipline,  when  they 

^     very  much  what  law  is  to  justice,  theo-  can  be  brought  to  bear,  work  wonders 

logy  to  religion,  and  physic  to  health.  in  generating  prudence  and  economy 

The  kind  and  amount  of  instruction  in   the  poor  themselves,  and  in  pro- 

which  the  labouring  man  and  petty  viding  for  them  the  benefits  of  these 

tradesman  are  able  and  willing  to  pur-  qualities  in'  their  superiors  and  direc- 

chase  for  their  children,  bear  a  great  tors.    The  total  daily  cost  of  a  soldier 

analogy  to  the  kind  and  amount  of  is  about  Is.  8d.,  out  of  which  is  de- 

medicsd  attendance  which   the   same  ducted     food,     clothing,    &g.       The 

persons  can  and  « ill  obtain  for  them-  difference  between  the  comfort  alhd  ap- 

selves  and  their  families.    The  analogy  pearance  of  a  soldier  and  those  of  a 

holds  good  in  various  ways.     In  each  mechanic,  earning  half-a-crown  a-day, 

case  the  purchaser  is  no  judge  of  the  will  be  obvious  at  first  sight,  although 

goodness  of  the  commodity  he  seeks,  from  various  circumstances  not  appre- 

nor  of  the  competence  of  the  dealer,  ciableby  calculation,  it  cannot  be  taken 

In  each  case  certain  gross  and  palpable  as  an  exact  measure  of  the  difference 

effects  are  produced,  which  show  that  between  the  advantages  the  same  per- 

the  vender  has  something  to  dispose  of,  sons  would  enjoy  in  the  difl^rent  states 

'     and  that  the  purchaser  gets  something  of  control  and  of  independence. 

for  his  money :  the  conmiodity  is  low  Medical  relief,  to  such  of  the  work- 
priced,  and  the  degradation  of  depen-  ing  classes  as  come  within  the  limits  of 
deuce  on  private  or  public  bounty  is  pauperism,  varies  of  course  very  much 
avoided  at  a  small  cost,  and  there  is  in  quality  and  efficiency.  We  do  not 
self-gratulation  (justly  enough)  at  hav-  yet  know  how  bad  in  quality,  or  defi- 
ing  made  a  sacrifice  for  a  laudable  cient  in  quantity,  the  very  worst  may 
object ;  but  the  analogy  is  strongest  in  be ;  but  it  cannot  be  much  worse  than 
the  utter  absence  of  all  public  guarantee  what  the  poorer  classes  may  and  do 
that  the  dispensers  of  instruction  and  obtain  when  they  cater  for  themselves* 
of  medicine  are  fit  for  the  office  they  They  generally,  indeedi  purchase  more 
undertake.  amenity  and  attention,  but  they  often 

Excellent  persons,  with  ample  qua-  get  very  little  skill,  less  even  in  amoont 

lifications,  are  no  doubt  to  be  found  and  in  efficiency  than  that  fractional 

amongst  them  ;  and  when  such  are  part  of  a  union  doctor's  orthodox  at- 

employed  they  make  a  creditable  liveli-  tainments,  which   the   pariah  would 

hood,  and,  while  performing  a  high  place  at  their  disposal, 
and   useful   function,    render    incal-        But  there  is  some  ground  for  hoping 

culable  benefits  to  the  public.     But  that  the  quality  of  the  medical  advice 

such  instances,  it  must  be  feared,  are  obtained  for  themselves  by  the  poor  is 

rare,  and  must,  by  the  most  favourable  improved   and  improving  in    quality 

calculation,  be  considered   as  excep-  The  overstocking  of  our  profession  widi 

tions.  men  really  very  well  educated,  the  iUe- 

The  poor  go  to  market  badly— they  gaily  obtained  experience  of  the  drug- 
purchase  dearly,  select  injudiciously,  gist,  though  themselves  symptoms  of 
and  consume  wastefully.  If  this  be  great  evils,  are  yet  not  without  their 
true  of  the  coarser  ne  cessaries  of  ma-  advantage  to  the  poor.  We  would  fain 
terial  existence,  in  which  th^y  may  be  hope  and  believe  that  very  much  judi* 
supposed  to  be  fair  judges,  what  inust  cious  advice  and  appropriate  medicine 
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is  sold  in  pennyworths,  and  that  the  tor,  who  is  not  the  object  of  the  pauper's 

lessons  taught  by  our  greatest  men  are  partiality  and  choice,  should  seldom  be 

faithfully  applied  in  placea  and  circum-  "  blessed  altogether,"  there  is,  perhaps, 

stances  which  denote  a  severe  struggle  no  parochial  functionary  who  is  less 

between   personal    respectability    and  invariably  execrated.    He  is  unlucky, 

biting  poverty.  indeed,  or  sadly  overworked,  who  can 

Assuming  the  most  favourable  state  find  no  opportunities  of  extorting  gra- 
of  things  to  exist  as  to  quality,  the  titude  and  goodwill,  by  the  amount  or 
question  becomes  more  simply  one  of  the  manner  of  his  attentions.  We  are 
quantity  and  of  price ;  and  here  the  very  much  mistaken,  indeed,  if  the  ex- 
situation  of  the  very  poor,  the  objects  treme  fastidiousness  which  leads  the 
of  charity,  is  much  more  advantageous  pauper  to  indulge  a  strong  est  officio 
than  that  of  the  class  just  above  them,  prejudice  against  the  person  appointed 
In  cities,  and  indeed  elsewhere,  except  to  alleviate  his  bodily  ailments  be  not 
in  thinly -peopled  rural  districts,  the  almost  exclusively  found  in  cities  or 
pauper  does  get  a  fair  share  of  the  skill  large  towns,  where  the  parish  doctor 
and  attention  of  a  qualified  practitioner,  has  to  compete  in  public  estimation 
and  a  supply  of  medicine  for  his  need;  with  the  chosen  attendant  of  some 
of  each,  more  than  his  poor  neigh-  wealthy  neighbour ;  his  merits  must  be 
bour,  not  being  quite  a  pauper,  can  great,  indeed,  if  they  can  counteract  in 
obtain.  the  poor  man's  mind  the  fascinations  of 

In  all  that  is  done  for  him,  the  autho-  an    untried  and  perhaps  unattainable 

rities  who  rule  his  destiny  have  the  ad«  competitor.    Where  the  parish  doctor 

vantages  which  arise  from  combination  also  attends  the  easier  classes,  he  is 

and  control,  and  divide  those  advan-  foundnot  without  honour  even  from  his 

tages  between  his  interests  and  their  pauper  list. 

own  economy.     His  medical  attendant  In  large  hospitals,  and  even  in  many 

is  subject  to  control  and  dismissal,  and  dispensaries,  the  medical  care  of  the 

his  guardians  are  bound — in  theory  at  poor  is  far  greater  than  wliat  they  can 

least— to  furnish  him  with  such  appli-  procure  for  themselves,  far  greater  even 

ances  of  diet  as  his  case  may  demand,  than  what  can  be  codmanded  by  any 

It  is  difficult,  though  possible,  to  ad-  but  the  easiest  classes.    All  the  advan- 

minister  that  public  provision  for  the  tages  of   forethought  and   combina- 

sickpauper,  which  the  laws  of  the  land  tion,  discipline,  cleanliness,   comfort, 

righteously  consider  his  due,  so  badly,  arrangement,  are   obtained,  and    the 

that  such  provision  shall  not  be  better  economy  of  time  and  means  are  qiade 

than  what  the  labourer  can  make  for  subservient  to  the  welfiire  of  the  pa- 

himself.     It  must,  however,  be  very  tients.    The  worst  managed  institution 

difficult ;  for  the  carrying  it  into  effect  of  diis  kind  is  better  than  the  home  of 

is,  from  the  necessities  of  the  case,  en-  a  sick  person,  even  in  the  middling 

trusted  to  persons  whose  sensibilities  ranks -of  life,  and  with  an  economy 

have  been  subdued  by  witnessing  re-  beyond  all  competition, 

peated  scenes  df  real   distress,   and  In  discussing  the  education  of  the 

resisting  repeated  attempts  at  fraudu-  lower  and  middling  classes,  a  contrast 

lent  encroachments  on  the  funds  of  is  unavoidably  presented  between  the 

which  they  are  the  guardians.    Yet  advantages   enjoyed    by  the  children 

the  practical  humanity  of  a  poor  law  is  of  paupers  and  convicts  educated  at  the 

allowed,  even  by  those  who  most  dpubt  public. escpense,  and  those  enjoyed  by 

its  expediency  :  and  though  there  are  the  children  of  the  honest  and  indus- 

abundant  reasons  why  the  pariak  doc-  trioiis  labourer,  laudably  seeking    to 

76l.— XXXI.  •                              2  S 
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educate  hfs  family  out  of  his  hard  Skilful  combination  for  laudnbleobjecf* 
earnings ;  of  course  the  former  are  the  is  one  of  the  highest  privileges  of  the 
best  off,  Almostequall>Minavmdablei8a  human  intellect,  and  the  effects  which 
]amentntion,almostanindignantexpTe8-  result  from  it  are  among  the  greatest 
8ion  of  displeasure,  that  the  convict's  blessings  which  that  intellect  is  pcr- 
child  should  be  better  off  than  that  mitted  to  confer  upon  out  species. 
of  the  honest  man.  From  this  the  Combination  has  been  the  first  act 
transition  is  easy  to  a  hint,  that  which  has  followed  every  civil  and 
the  labourer  might  be  tempted  to  pro-  religious  movement  whi«:h  has  wrought 
vide  for  his  children  by  becoming  a  out  any  great  and  good  principle, 
convict,— to  pass  an  examination  him-  It  is  of  combination  of  this  kind  only 
self  at  the  Old  Bailey,  that  his  son  that  we  speak.  That  such  combination 
might  pass  his  examination  as  a  normal  is  a  true  and  real  thing,  a  great  and  a 
teacher ;  that  education  is  a  very  good  good  thing,  may  be  inferred  with  moral 
^ng,  but  that  philanthropists  and  certainty  from  its  many  counterfeits, 
legislators  have  applied  it  at  the  wrong  There  is  no  fair  tablet  hewn  in  the  rock 
end.  Prc^essional  experience  and  prac-  of  the  Church's  history,  no  heart-stir* 
tical  good  sense  at  once  expose  and  ring  page  in  the  chronicles  of  a  nation, 
confute  this  fallacy,  and  shew  that  which  does  not  record  as  part  and 
not  the  amendment  but  the  regret  is  parcel  of  the  great  things  done  at  that 
applied  at  the  wrong  end.  What  would  time,  some  effort  to  knit  men  together 
be  said,  if  the  same  lamentation  were  in  the  triple  chain  of  knowledge,  of 
madeaboutmcdipine,  to  whichitisjust  wisdom,  and  of  love.  The  causes  of 
as  applicable.  The  inmate  of  a  hos-  these  combinations^  then:  elements 
]'itnl  enjoys  well  chosen  diet,  good  remote  and  proximate,  have  usually 
nursing,  warmth  and  ventilation,  with  been  long  working  and  fermenting 
the  best  treatment  which  the  medical  unseen  to  common  eyes,  till  at  the 
attendants  can  devise,  while  the  me-  favourable  moment,  the  adepts  of  the 
chanic  or  tradesman  must  be  content  time  have  blended  them  by  an  alchemy 
with  his  own  close  rooms,  and  forego  which  only  virtuous  minds  may  learn, 
the  advice  of  his  apothecary  until  his  and  pure  hands  may  labour.  But  no 
previous  bill  be  paid.  But  we  do  not  principle  however  good, no  combination 
lament  that  the  poorer  man  is  so  well  however  righteous,  has  been  or  can  be 
fed,  nursed,  warmed,  and  physicked,  exempt  from  perversion  and  misuse, 
even  if  his  sickness  be  as  evidently  as  The  tendency  to  combination  was^ 
Falstaff's  theresult  of  his  intemperance,  perhaps,  never  more  general  than  at  the 
We  do  not  wish  to  put  out  the  fires,  present  time.  This  tendency,  after 
stop  up  the  flues  and  the  boilers,  nor  a  long  season  of  apathy,  has  encoun- 
dismiss  the  physicians  and  the  nurses,  tercd  fresh  dangers  from  being  br»Qght 
HU  all  the  honest  men  in  the  parish  into  disrepute  by  some  of  the  most  ha* 
have  got  well  and  paid  their  doctors,  zardous  and  ill-judged  experiments  that 
We  do  not  regret  that  the  honest  man  have  ever  been  tried.  But  the  ten- 
gets  so  much  for  nothing,  but  that  dency  still  exists,  and  men  of  enei^ 
others  get  so  little  for  their  money.  and  patience  have  learned  >o  add  pru- 

What  then  is  wanted,  that  the  classes  dence  to  their  other  capital  qualities, 

a  few  removes  above  the  poorest  may  Combination  amongststates  has  settled 

obtain,  if  not,  the  advantages  of  the  with  the  pen,  questions  that,  if  tried  with 

rich,  at  least  the  advantages  of  the  thesword,wouldhavedelaged  the  world 

poor?  with  blood.  Combination,  in  the  form  of 

First  and  foremost,  combinaUon. —  life  insurance,  has  removed  many  fiini^ 
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Iksbeyond  the  hazard  of  extreme  want.  Nay,  an  occasional  freak  of  homa?o- 
Combination  has  enabledthe  skilled  and  patby  or  hydropathy  might  be  afforded 
frugal  workman  to  establish  institutions  out  of  such  a  •*  margiu." 
for  the  high  cultivation  of  his  intellect,  Seriously  speaking,  however,  if  the 
and  to  gratify  his  taste— so  cultivated—  public  would  combine  in  local  associa- 
by  traversing  the  greatest  length  of  this  tions  to  obtain  permanent-  medical  as- 
land  for  a  day's  rational  enjoyment  in  sistance,  and  practitioners  would  com- 
tlie  metropolis  ;  and  combination  is  bine  in  districts  to  attend  any  member 
cow  at  work  to  try,  in  a  peaceable  man-  of  the  association  on  fixed  terms,  more 
iier,  the  great  question  of  food  and  persona  would  seek  medical  advice, 
raiment  between  the  landowner  and  more  benefit  ^*ould  be  derived  from 
the  artizan.  These  are  quoted  as  that  advice  when  obtained,  more  atten- 
mere  instances  of  social  •problems  that  tion  would  be  paid  to  the  preservation 
can  be  wrought  out  by  combination,  of  health ;  and,  valeat  quantum,  fewer 
To  return  to  education,  and  "  medicine  doctor's  bills  would  be  left  unpaid, 
for  the  million." — What  the  philan thro-  The  great  obstacle  to  the  self-sup- 
pist  and  the  statesman  have  effected  porting  dispensary  is,  that  the  medical 
for  the  felon  and  the  pauper,  the  higher  officers  arc  few  in  number,  and  under- 
classes are  effecting  for  themselves —  sell  their  neighbours.  A  little  combi- 
cheap  and  good  education  for  their  nation  might  remedy  this,  and  some 
children.  Proprietary  and  public  schools  day  no  doubt  will  do  so.  Whether 
supply,  under  a  discipline  to  which  even  tvithin  the  next  twenty  years  or  hot, 
the  proprietors  themselves  and  their  CU8-  and.  whether  the  first  experimenters 
tomers  submit,  the  very  best  material  will  gain  or  lose,  we  venture  not  as  yet 
and  most  perfect  machinery  that  the  to  predict.  Much  useful  information  is 
present  state  of  educational  science  can  contained  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Me- 
furnish ;  and  at  a  cheap  rate  this  ma^  dical  Relief  for  the  Labouring  Classes," 
terial  is  worked  up,  by  able  masters,  by  H.  Rumsey,  Esq.  late  of  Chesham. 
well  qualified  and  well  paid.  Valuable  arrangements  are  likely  to 

Could  not  something  of  this  kind  be  result  from  this  subject  being  consi- 

done  in  medicine  for  the  class  who  most  dered  and  treated  in  a  conservative, 

need  it  ?  rather  than  a  destructive  form.    The 

It  is  pretty,  clear  that  an  association  good  sense  of  individuals  has  long  been 

of  1000   persons,   men,  women,  and  directed  to  it;  and  in  able  hands,  di- 

children,  taken  from  any  rank  of  life,  rected'by  sound  heads,  it  will  probably 

say  the  inhabitants  of  a  single  street,  bring  the  qualified  practitioner  and  the 

for  instance,  might,  for  an  annual  sub-  mass  of  the  people  into  their  just  and 

scription    of  two  guineas    per  head,  proper  relation — a  relation  which  has 

maintain,  for  its  own  exclusive  use,  a  been  lately  much  interrupted. 

medical  staff  of  the  first  quality,  as  

*^"*'"^  ROYAL  ACADEMY   OF  MEDICINE, 
Ten  nurses,  at  £30  per  ye.ir   £300  PARIS 

Two  dispensers,  at  £50     .     .  100 

Rent  of  house  and  shop  .       .150  Thb  Moniieur  contwns  a  list  of  the  hono- 

PfQI^ 50  rary   Members  of  the   Royal  Academy  of 

.     Two  general  practitlanerB,  Medicine,  approved  by  the  King.      The 

at  £400       .         .         .         .  800  following  are  the   English   phyaiciana   and 

*  Bttiipeons  named  in  the  liat ; — Dfs.  Aber- 

IJAO  crombie.  Bright,  Sir  James  Clark.  Samnel 

^^^ .      *^   ,  Cooper,  W.   Guthrie.  Marshall   Hall,   B. 

Leaving  a  balance  of  £wO  for  medical  Tra? era,  and  W.  Lawrence.  —  From   Th9 

Ir^T-nn'  .^  «,tfY>  nq  consultatiou  fecs,  &c,  TImM,  Jan.  21,  1843. 
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IMPROVEMENTS  AT  ST.  LUKE'S.  **«'  they  cannot  allow  thcmfielvea  to  doobt 

for  a  moment  that  the  Geneml  Committee 
will  And  the  funds  for  such  desirable  objectp 

Thb  following  resolutions  have  been  agreed  without  loss  of  time/' 

to  by  the  Governors  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital, 

in  consequence  of  a  memorial  presented  to 

the  Committee  by  the  physicians  on  the  2d  ROYAL  INSTITUTION. 

of  December,  1842  :—  _  . .      -     ^^  ,„,. 

"  Resolved,  ^^^'  ^'^^'  ****• 

**  That  your  Committee  do  recommend  — 

that  the  better  wanning  of  the  galleries  of  ^  ^^^  .^^  ^^  PrqfeBiar'iLaharaforf. 

the  hospital    be  immediately   earned  into  9^9 

effect,   as  an  essential  preliminary  to  the  Tes  first  meeting  of  the  members  of  this 

completion  of  the  other  contemplated  im-  Institution  occurred  this  evening,  when  a 


provements.  very  numerous  and  select  audience 

"  That  the  appointment  of  a  chaplain,  and  bled  to  greet  Mr.  Faraday  on  his  appear- 

the  fitting  up  of  a  chapel  be  proceeded  with,  ance.    We  are  Rejoiced  to  report,  that  our 

and  that  the  selection  of  the  patients  proper  distinguished  professor  was  in  high  hesdch 

to  attend  Divine  Service  be  left  to  the  phy-  and  spirits.    The  subject  of  his  address  did 

sicians.  not  consist  of  any  novel  facts  or  principles, 

<' That  your  Committee  do  further  recom-  but  of  certain  "suggestions,"  reladng   to 

mend  that  the  internal  iron  gates  in  the  gal-  electric  induction,  which  a  consideratiOD  of 

leries  be  removed,  and  that  wooden  doors  be  existing  facts  had  brought  to  the  mind  of  the 

substituted  in  lieu  thereof.  lecturer,  and  to  elucidate  and  verify  which, 

"  That  your  Committee  do  recommend  he  is  now  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  series  of 

that  two  additional  nurses,  competent  to  experiments, 
assist  in  the  laundry,  be  engaged.  The  professor  prefaced  his  "  suggestions" 

"  That  the  vacant  space  at  the  east  end  of  with  a  brief  but  accurate  and  lucid  summary 

the  hospital  be  laid  out  as  an  airing  ground,  of  all  that  is  known  on  the  subject  of  induc- 

for  the  noisy  patients,  agreeably  to  plan  A.,  tion,  which  he  illustrated  by  a  number  of 

submitted  to  your  Committee.  delicate  and  perspicuous  experiments  oon- 

"  That  in  gallery  B.  on  the  female  side  of  ducted  in  the  manner  characteristic  of  this 

the  hospital,  a  padded  room  be  fitted  up,  at  distinguished  chymist. 
the  end  of  the  present  *  warming-room  ;'  and        The  lecturer  called  the  attention  of  the 

that  the  rooms  Nos.  29,  30,  and  31,  in  the  company  to  the  vrell-known  property  of  the 

same  gallery  be  separated  by  wooden  parti-  electric  fluid  or  essence,  viz.  that  of  aoco- 

tions.  mulating  or  attaching  itself  to  surfhces.    A 

**  That  the  some  arrangements  be  made  quantity  of  electricity  was  transmitted  to  the 

in  gallery  D.  on  the  female  side.  surface  of  an  insulated  globe ;  tins  wu  in- 

"  That  in  gallery  A.  sn  the  male  side,  a  closed  in  two  hollow  hemispheres,  where  it 

padded  room  be  fitted  up,  and  that  the  same  was  discovered  that  the  electricity  had  fbr- 

alterations  be  made  in  this  gallery,  and  in  saken  the  globe,    and  was  found  on  the 

gallery  C,  as  those  on  the  female  side.  surface  of  the  hemispheres.     A  modente- 

"That  your  Committee  do  also  recommend  sized  metallic  Tessel  was  insulated,  and  a 

that  the  bars  and  wires  over  the  doors  of  the  quantity  of  the  electric  fluid  communicated 

sleeping-rooms  be  removed,  and  a  wooden  to  its  interior.    This,  upon  trial,  vras  also 

pannel  half-high  be  substituted,  and  that  the  found  to  have  abandoned  the  internal  for  tiie 

present  partition  in  each  of  the  wards  across  external  surface. 

the  wings  be  raised  to  the  ceiling,  and  that  a        This  habit  or  property  he  further  illns- 

glazed  window  be  placed  in  the  centre  of  trated  by,  amongst  many  others,  an  origt- 

each  such  partition.  nal  experiment.     He  had  constructed  a  wire 

*' Also  that  the  screens  outside  the  win-  ehamber,  or  vessel  of  rather  large  meshai; 

dows  in  galleries  A.,  B.,  C,  and  D.,  here-  to  the  interior  of  this  he  conveyed  a  quan- 

moved,  and  the  glass  painted  instead  thereof,  tity  of  electricity,  which  immediately  passed 

*'  That  the  windows  in  gallery  F.  be  al-  to  the  exterior.     From  this  surface  electric 

tered  agreeably  to  plan  B.  presented  to  the  effects  could  be  produced ;  but  fW>m  the  in- 

Committee,  for  the  better  lighting  and  venti-  terior    none  whatever  could «  be    evolved, 

Uting  the  sleeping -rooms.  showing,  ns  the  professor  justly  observed, 

"That  your  Committee  are  aware  that  " the wondevfiil phenomenon, that thtspower- 

some  of  the  improvements  now  suggested  fully  mobile  fluid,  which  travels  at  the  rate 

will  involve  great  expense,  but  they  feel  so  of  some  millions  of  miles   in  a  minute, 

uUy  convinced  oi  the  importance  of  these  could  not  return  through  the  open  meshes  of 

alterations  to  the  cure,  comfort,  and  care  of  the  net-work,  or  turn  round  the  droomfe- 

t he  patients,  and  that  they  will  eventually  rence  of  the  wire,  as  a  most  minute  and  f^ble 

ead  to  so  much  benefit  to  the  establishment,  insect  oouM  do." 
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Bttt  ihis  property  of  seeking  the  surface  surface  ?     Pelleticr,  a  bold  but  experienced 

did  not  diaracterize  this  mysterious  fluid  inquirer,  had  assumed  that  tlie  eartli'^  sur- 

merely  in  single  bodies,  but  likewise  in  sys*  face  was  in  a  highly  negative  state  of  elec- 

tems,  or  aggregate  of  similar  bodies.    To  tridty,  and  that  the  clouds  and  surrounding 

exemplify  this  truth,  the  lecturer  had  caused  atmosphere  were  positive  in  regard  to  it. 

to  be  made  an  apparatus,  consisting  of  a  Mr.  Faraday  thought  these  were  fatal  ob- 

number  of  metallic  balls,  fixed  upon  metallic  jections  to  this  hypothesis.    The  ascertain- 

sterna  of  divers  lengths,  and  emanating  from  ment  of  this  fact  was  a  most  difficult  inquiry, 

the  some  basis  like  the  stamens  of  a  flower,  but  one  of  the  highest  interest :  it  admitted 

Electricity  being  conducted  to  each  of  these  as  yet  of  no  satisfactory  solution.    A  great 

balls,  it  oould  only  be  collected  from  the  number  of  speculative  minds  were  now, 

distal  hemisphefcs,  and  not  at  all  from  the  however,  engaged  in  the  search ;  and  in  the 

stenuand  proximal  hemispheres.  number  the  lecturer  himself.    As  far  as  his 

At  this  stage  the   lecturer  made  seve-  private  inquiries  had  gone,  he  was  disposed 

ral  experiments  to   exhibit  the    difference  to  believe  that  the  electric  state  of  the  globe, 

between  tndnction  and  cooduction,  and  to  whether  negative  or  positive,  arose  from  the 

illustrate  particularly  the  nature  of  the  first,  inductive  influence  of  the  other  heavenly 

To  answer  this  end,  a  number  of  elegant  bodies,  rather  than  from  that  of  the  sur- 

eloetroaaelen  were  employed,  by  the  mo-  rounding  atmosphere, 

tion  of  which  the  attraction  and  repulsion  Finally,  the  lecturer  referred  to  an  anomaly 

of  very  minute  portions  of  electric  matter  in  the  condition  of  the  clouds.    These  bodies 

were  made  manifest.     It  was  proved  by  cOnsbt  of  agglomerations  of  vesicles,  which, 

tteoe  experiments,  that  a  body  negatively  or  being  similarly  electrified,  ought  to  mutually 

positively  electrified,  couoed  ndghbouring  repel  each  other,  and  consequently  imme- 

bodies  to  be  in  an  opposite  atate  of  electri-  diotely  to  dispel  the  aggregate  doud ;  but 

dty,  and  that  the  effect  was  unimpeded  by  this  was  not  the  case ;  and  the  electricity, 

intermediate  substances.    The  force  of  in-  as  had  been  shown,  resided  on  the  surface  of 

duction  was  exhibited  on  the    gold  leaves  the   vesicular  agglomeration,  that  is,  the 

of  the  electrometer,  through  layers  of  at-  doud.    This  anomaly  Mr.  Finraday  was  dis- 

mofpherie  air,  of  sulphur,  of  shell.lac,  of  posed  to  ascribe  to  tbe  inductive  property  of 

glass,  and  of  various  metals.  the  earth's  surface,  which  had  the  property 

A  metallic  globe  being  poaitivdy  charged  apparently  of  counteracting  the  mutually 

in  the  lecture-room,  hod  the  effect  of  putting  repellent  habits  of  the  similarly  electrified 

the  heads,  liues,  and  peroona  of  the  auditory,  particles.    To  corroborafce  the  probability  of 

as  well  as  the  sides  of  the  theatre,  into  a  ne-  hia  conclusion,  a  faeces  of  silver-paper  rib- 

gative  state ;  and  the  lecturar  stated  he  could  bons  were  affixed  to  the  top  of  a  per|x*ndi. 

draw  a  qpork  from  the  head  of  every  body  cnlor  metallic  rod,  and  placed  in  contact 

present.    To  prove  the  truth  of  this  asser*  with  the  conductor  of  the  machine,  and 

iion,  he  hod  fixed  against  the  wall  of  the  immediatdy  the  paper  rags  spreodoutin  the 

tlwotn  a  town  handkerchief,  whu:h,  if  what  ihape  of  a  canopy,  illustrating  the  mutually 

h«  said  were  tree,  would  be  found  to  be  repellent  power  of  each.    But  a  globe  op- 

negatively  dectrified,  and  hate  the  power  of  positdy  dectrified  being  brought  near  had 

diverging  the  indifferent  and  impartial  leaves  the  effect  of  overpowering  the  repulsion  of 

of  the  electrometer.    The  remit  justified  the  the  paper  radii,  and  attracting  them  towards 

prediction :  the  leaves  did  diverge.  its  sur&ce.     This  Mr.   Faraday  supposed 

The  prdessor  directed  the  attention  of  the  might  be  the  case  with  respect  to  the  clouds, 

assembly  to  yet  another  fact— the  indiffe-  wluch  were  kept  concrete  by  the  induction 

renee  and  unconscionsneBs  of  the  human  and  of  the  earth's  suriooe.    This  is  as  yet  but 

onhnal  frame  to  ita  own  electric  condition,  one  of  the  suggestions  or  suppositions  in  the 

and  ooMeipM&tly  to  the  inductive  changes  profeaoor's  mind,  and  which  will  probably 

elided  in  that  condition.    To  moke  this  appear  in  the  course  of  this  year  in  a  ma- 

evident,  a  tribite  mouse  was  ftetened  by  the  tared  state,  as  '*  a  theory  of  electric  indue- 

hind  leg,  and  ptoced  on  an  faisulated  mr-  tion,"  m  the  pagca  of   the  Philosophical 

lace,  wUeh  waa  highly  charged  withdectri-  Transactions. 

dty,  and  then  dtodiarged*    The  little  animal  Mr.  Secretary    Barlow    acquainted   the 

remained  utterly  unmoved  by  these  events  i  members  that  Professor  Faraday's  improved 

but  his  toil  being  mads  the  oondnctor  of  a  hedth  enabled  him  to  promise  on  tlie  part 

small  ehorfe,  it  prodvoed  a  very  livdy  emo-  of  that  genthsman  a  more  frequent  apiiear- 

tion  in  him.  anoe  at  the  lecture  desk  during  the  evenings 

The  importance  of  these  facts  related,  the  of  this  season. 

praCessor  said,  to  the  great  globe  which  we  Dr.  Carpenter,  of  Bristol,  exhibited  some 

feahabil.    What  was  iU  dectricol  condition  ?  curious  shells  in  the  library.            loios. 
And  what  influsnce  had  this  condition  on  the 

weU-bdng  of  the  organic  being*  ptoced  on  its  '~~~' 
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PELLOWES'  CLINICAL   PRIZE    RE-  t»on»  ?»  *»«  husband  said  there  wm  noMog 

PORTS  ^^^  matter  with  ber,  and  be  obliged  her  tor 

•  resume  her  work  before  the  diiscbarge  a# 

Bt  Alfrbo  J.  Tapson,  blood  hsd  ceased,  and  when  she  was  bo  weak 

University  College  Hospital,  I  wa.  *^»*  ?**«  «»»^^  scarcely  !*and  or  moire.   Frona 

the  tnne  of  the  second  abortion^  she  has  al^ 

[Ccntinaed  Arom  p.  566.}  ways  been  subject  to  discharges  of  blood 

._  every  fourteen  or  sixteen  days,  and  it  gcsie- 

^  the  uteru,,  marked  iy  great  pamcwi  ^t^  tm' „  ce^     'Hm  dinbargc  i.  nLu^ 

tendernee.o/tnea6domm,pyrexta!f/,e  ^      ^     «««&»«  Oen  Z*  OoU  6t 

l,cal,,fyofdue„ej(ftheo»uterx,and  ^    theM  tare,  of  cooiw,  redaced  her 

,««.«»  /«.</;,«•  W.~~.     "^"f'f  *y  nJLt  fieA  until  ^ery  htefy ;  LittA.  d>e 

tocAinj,  "■er^ry,  '"^^'j/f /?*""•»:  rather  got  fatter.     Inidditton  toiS  ihe 

t(c. ;  theper,tcmtn  cured,  and  the  other  h„  e»^  imc  the  •e.xmd  abortion,  and  in- 

eomplatnt  mueh  relieted.  ^^  ^  ^  ^.^^^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^ 

Fankt  Hunt,  letat.  23,  admitted  April  29,  had  in  almost  constant  disduu^e  of  a  dirty 

1842,  under  Dr.  Taylor;  a  young  woman  greenish-coloured,  thick  fluid,  like  matter^ 

of  moderate  conformation,  sanguine  tempe-  she  says,  and  of  a  very  foetid  odour,  and  baa 

rament,  and  rather  pole  oomplexion ;  is  a  been  rabject  to  pains  in  the  loins,  and  oeca* 

native  of  Leicester,  but  has  Uved  in  town  sionaUy  in  the  Ixps.     Sometimes^  alao»  ahe 

for  the  last  six  years,  in  Sandwich  Street,  baa  very  severe  dragging  pains  in  the  lower 

Burton  Crescent.     Her  farher  died  of  dis-  part  of  the  hypogastrium,  and  often  bearini^ 

ease  of  the  heart ;  her  mother  is  living  and  down  pains  in  the  loins ;  and  whenever  this 

healthy ;  has  not  lost  any  relations  from  is  the  case,  she  feels  something-  descending 

consumption  or  cancer,  as  far  as  she  is  in  the  vagina,  which  feels  about  the  aixe  of 

aware.     Her  habits  have  been  regular,  and  an  egg,  and  at  these  times  she  has 


she  has   always  hail  snflident   find,    and  able  difficulty  and  slight  scalding  in  paanqg 

drinks  about  a  )»nt  of*  beer  daily.  her  water. 

Her  eonstitutien  is  natusally  good ;  she  Her  employment  used  to  be  washii^,  or 
used  to  be  subject '  t» '  hysfceiioal  fits  before  any  kind  of  work,  but  for  the  last  four 
her  marriage,  and  has  oooaienally  had  slight  months  she  has  been  employed  as  a  monthly 
attacks  of  rheumatism,  but  has  never  been  nurse,  and  has  had  much  exertion  and  sit- 
laid  up  with  any  illness,  except  just  after  ahe  ting  up  at  night.  She  continued  at  this 
came  to  London,  when  she  caught  sold  at  employment  imtil  the  24th  instant,  gradu* 
the  time  the  menses  were  present;  these  ally  getting  worse;  her  appetite  b^an  to 
were  suppressed,  and  she  was  dangerously  fail ;  she  had  pain  in  the  back  of  the  head» 
ill  for  three  weeks,  during  the  greater  pait  gid<Une6s>  thirst,  and  feveriahness,  and  waa 
of  which  time  she  was  insensible.  mudi  exposed  to  cold  and  damp,  and  some- 
Soon  after  thia  illness  nhe  was  married  ;  times  to  great  heat  in  cooking, 
and  two  years  after,  or  about  four  years  ago.  On  the  24th  instant  the  present  attack 
she  was  confined,  and  had  an  easy  labour,  commenced  with  a  copious  discharge  of 
Eighteen  months  ago  she  aborted  at  about  blood  per  vaginam,  lasting  an  hour  and  a 
the  second  or  third  month  of  pregnancy ;  half,  and  not  ceasing'  entirely  until  the  fbl- 
this  was  attended  with  very  little  discharge  lowing  evening ;  it  soon  returned,  end  con* 
of  blood.  She  knows  no  cause  for  this ;  her  tinued  at  intervals  till  the  28th.  She  was 
husband  was  often  tipsy,  and  used  then  to  attended  by  two  medical  saen,  who  gave  her 
strike  and  kick  her,  but  she  does  not  re-  medicine;  but  as  she  did  not  improve  arach^ 
member  having  been  kicked  for  some  days  she  came  to  the  hospital  to-day  (29tii),  with 
before  the  abortion  occurred.  Six  months  the  fbllowing  symptoms.  The  skin  is  hot 
smce  she  again  aborted,  at  about  the  same  slid  dry,  the  fsce  much  Hushed,  and  has  sn 
period  of  gestation.  This  time  die  attri-  anxious  expression ;  the  eyes  suffused,  and 
buted  it  to  her  having  over-exerted  herself  surrounded  by  a  dark  cirde  \  has  no  head* 
at  mangling  the  day  before ;  for  on  tiiis  day  ache,  but  ibels  drowsy,  and  oomplains  of 
she  observ«l  a  slight  discharge  of  blood  per  swimsaing  in  the  hestd,  with  great  weakness 
vaginam,  and  had  pains  in  the  back  and  and  fointaess.  She  spesks  in  a  very  low 
loins,  and  on  the  following  day  the  abortion  toi|e  of  voice ;  the  tongue  is  covered  with  a 
took  place,  and  vras  accompanied  with  do-  wMte  fur,  and  she  is  very  thinty.  She 
pious  flooding,  whidi  continued  at  intervals  complains  chiefly  of  a  sharp  stabbing  pain 
in  considerable  quantities  for  two  days,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen^  and  great 
gradually  ceased  on  the  third  day.  She  had  tenderness  on  pressure.  Hie  pain  is  eadest 
BO  medical  attendance  during  either  abor-  when  she  is  lying  on  her  bsckf  sod  ii  ia» 
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creased  by  sitting  ttp  or  lying  on  either  side,  tion  ;  the   tongue  swelled,  indented  at-  the 

The  pulse  is  80,   and  rather  full;  bowels  margin,  and  coated  with  a  yellowish  far;  the 

oi*en ;  urine  higb-coloured,  and  deposits  a  pulse  96,   moderately  full,   not  hard  ;   the 

cloudy  sediment  on  standing.  pain  in  the  abdomen,  even  on  firm  pressure, 

Admoveantur  Hinidines,  No.  x.  parti  do-  "  ▼c'T  s^ght ;  has  a  little  pain  in  the  back, 

lenti  abdominis.  ^^^  '^'^  ^  baring  down  of  the  uterus  if  she 

&  Hyd.  Chlorid.  gr.  ilj.  fiat  pilula,   6t&  ^^  ^P-     Tbe  leuoorrhoeal  discharge  is  gra- 

qu&que  bora  suroendi.  dually  dimmishing,  is  of  a  white  colour,  and 

jbAcidi  Tartarici,  gr.  x.;  Sodse  Sesqui-  almost  inodorous ;  the  bowels  rather  oostiye. 

carb.  gr,  xiv.  sumat  cum  Aqua  fontanse  K  Old  Ricini,  f^ss.  statim. 

p.  r.  n.  et  cum  siugulia  pilularum  do-  Ordered «  pint  of  milk  in  addition  to  low 

aibafl.    Ijow  diet.  diet. 

April  30th.— Sleep  much  dittarbed  with  9th.— She  looks  much  better ;  the  face  is 
sudden  starting,  and  dread  of  falUng  from  a  not  at  all  flushed,  and  the  expression  natu- 
height;  skin  still  hot,  but  moist;  the  pain  »l  I  ^ela  quite  comfortable,  and  much 
and  tenderness  still  continue  in  the  lower  stronger ;  has  do  pain ;  the  appetite  im- 
part of  the  abdomen,  especially  in  the  left  proting ;  bowels  regular ;  the  urine  is  plen- 
iliac  region ;  there  is  no  spinal  tenderaess.  tiful ;  has  an  acid  reaction  ;  contains  a  sedi- 
Thedischargeofblood  has  returned,  but  not  ment  of  the  Uthates;  is  not  albufninouj}. 
to  a  great  amount,  and  tiie  other  discbarge  Was  permitted  to  sit  up  « little, 
continues,  and  the  fUnt  disagreeable  odour  p,  Pbtaasii  lodidi,  gr.  iv. ;  Aqns  Mentlue, 
of  it  IS  very  perceptible.  If  she  sits  up  she  Qiss.  ft.  faausC.  ter  dte  minendus. 
feels  the  bearing  down  in  the  vagina  befofe  12th.— Continues  to  improve  in  strength 
mentioned ;   the  bowds  have  been  opened  ^^  appearance ;  appetite  good.     The  dis- 

*''^'    -         „    -    ,  charge  has  been  gradually  diminishing,  and 

May  1st.— Much  the  same  as  yesterday ;  ^jg^ge^j  cntfady  yesterday, 
the  discharge  of  blood  has  ceased  again,  and  ^  ,      .     '   ...^      ,    .  .  ^#  ^m,  ;• -t. 
the  bowd?aie  purged  a  good  dST  Dr.  ^'^'^  "^  additional  pmt  of  milk  daily. 
Taylor  made  an  examination  pervagmam,  15th,  — StUl  gaining  strength;    is  now 
and  found  that  the  cerrix  uteri  was  elon-  dressed  and  sitting  up,  and  does  not  feel  any 
gated  and  mdurated ;  the  os  uteri  was  ex-  P«m  anywhere^  nor  any  bearing  down,  ex- 
panded so'  as  to  admH  the  point  of  the  o^t  perhaps  for  a  mwute  or  two  when  she 
finger ;  the  lips  of  it  weretiikkened,  and  the  Ant  gets  up ;  pulse  84,  natural ;  bowels  re- 
paticnt    stated    that  it  fHt    tender  when  gnl^PI   urine  much  increased  in  quantity 
touched.     No  enlargement  of  the  body  of  eince  she  has  been  taking  the  iodide  of  po- 
the  uterus  was  perceived,  and  it  cannot  be  taasium  ;    the     discharge    returned    again 
felt  aboTc  the  margin  of  the  pubes.  slightly  yesterday.      Dr.  Taylor  examined 

Admoveantur  Hirud.  xU.  abdomini,   ct  J^  "«^  ^t\^  7**^°* '  ^,/°^^*^ 

EXMtea  Catanlasma  Liui        *  *^***  ***•  '""'^  ^     ®  uterus  was  still  elon- 

JLMUtur.  Cret«.  fSviij!;   Pulv.  Kino,  «^k"5  ^^Tl*^'  ^"^  ^"^^  the  orifice 

5ij.     M.  ft.   mist      Sumat  corhl.   Ij.  were  both  much  less  tender  to  the  touch, 

migua  post  singulas  sedes  liquidas.  ^  ^^TT^i  her  own  request  »he  was  di«- 

^,     tL      ..           .       ,         ,         .     ,  ehaiged  to-day,  though  she  was  advised  to 

2d. — ^The  skin  remams  above  the  natural  nmain  longer, 
temperature,  but  is  soft  and  moist ;   the 

giddiness  is  gone ;  the  gums  are  swollen,  Remarks. — In  this  case  there  were  two 
red  and  tender,  and  the  breath  has  a  mer-  diseases  closely  connected  with  one  another, 
Gttrial  fetor ;  the  purging  is  less :  the  ten-  almost  as  closely,  indeed,  as  cause  and  effect, 
demess  of  the  abdomen  is  much  diminished,  for  if  there  had  been  no  disease  of  the  uterus, 
but  is  not  removed ;  there  ia  no  enlargement  there  would  probably  have  been  no  perito- 
or  increased  tension  of  the  abdomen.  The  nitis.  We  shall  commence  with  a  few  re- 
respiratory  sounds  are  not  morbid,  and  the  marks  on  the  peritonitis,  as  it  was  that 
heart's  impulse  is  natural ;  the  first  £ound  which  demanded  relief  most  urgently  when 
of  the  heart  is  not  quite  natural,  but  there  the  patient  was  admitted  into  the  hospital, 
is  no  murmur.  The  diagnosis  of  peritonitis  was  pretty 
Cnijatv  pihihi  Calomel,  ter  die.  clear ;  there  was  acute  pain  of  the  abdomen, 

4t!i.-The  patient  Is  mudi  eader;   tiie  '^'r'^.  l^  ^\f^  P'^"''^'  ^'  ^  *°y- 

skin  nat^ ;  there  is  no  pain  in  the  didD.  ^^^  '^^^^  '^^^.t  "^"^  ^^1?'^^"^  *.\P;^» 

men  except  when  firm  praiiureii  made  ?  the  ?^.«  "«"''»*  "?°*^^^'  f  «*?"«  "P"K^V  ^"^ 

howda  r^ular  lywig  oo  o^e  side,  and  least  in  that  position 

^^  /\*  •       4-     n  1  ^  which  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen  were 

Omittantur  pflulse.  ^0^^  completely  at  rest»  vis.  when  the  pa- 

6th.-*Better,  but  does  not  sleep  at  night ;  tient  was  lying  on  her  back  with  the  legs 

the  month  is  sore,  and  there  is  some  salif  a-  drawn  up.    The  pain  was  nut  that  of  hyste- 
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ris,  it  was  of  a  different  character,  sharp  the  appetite,  appearance,  and  atrengthof  the 

and  gtabbing,  alao  deeper  seated,  and  there  patient,  and  also  an  ucreased  secretkm  of 

were  no  symptoms  of  hysteria,  no  tender-  nrine. 

ness  of  the  spine,  &c.  Besides,  there  was  We  shall  next  advert  to  the  $ymp(oms 
considerable  symptomatic  fever;  a  hot  and  rrferrible  to  the  nterlu:  tiiese  were  nome- 
dry  skin  ;  a  flushed  anxious  countenance  ;  toub  and  may  be  (firfded  into  the  rationaJ  snd 
l^diness;  suffusion  of  the  eyes;  thirst;  physical.  The dbkf rational MjfmptofmMwerv 
sleeplessness,  or  if  sleep  was  procured,  it  pains  hi  the  loins,  sometimes  in  the  hlpn, 
was  disturbed  by  frightftd  dreams ;  high*  and  occasiottally  also  a  severe  dragging  pain 
colcnrei  urine,  &c.  It  may  be  said,  per-  in  the  lower  part  of  the  hypogastrinm,  ftnd 
haps,  that  all  these  symptoms  were  caiosed  a  sense  of  prolapslon  of  the  nteras,  and  tlken 
by  inflammation  of  the  uterus ;  but  the  pain  difficulty  and  slight  scalding  fai  passing  the 
was  not  limited  to  any  particidar  locality  of  nrine ; — besides  these,  thm  wns  proftiae 
the  abdomen,  as  it  would  probably  have  been  mcnorriMigia,  of  six  month's  standing,  oocikr. 
in  that  case,  but  was  pretty  general  owr  the  ring  about  every  fortnight,  and  lasting  each 
abdomen,  though  most  severe  in  the  lower  time  a  week  or  more ;  and  when  free  from 
part,  as  it  commonly  is  in  peritonitis.  We  the  menorrhagia  there  was  a  dlsdurge  of  a 
condude,  therefore,  that  there  was  perito-  fdtid,  dirty,  greenish,  thick  fluid,  vrhkh  had 
nitis,  but  that  it  was  not  very  severe,  for  eaiflted  for  e^teen  months.  As  a  cone- 
there  was  not  that  extreme  tenderness  that  q«enee  of  these,  tbere  was  a  oonsiderabie 
sometimes  exists,  and  there  was  no  enlarge-  raduotkm  of  strcngtii.  The  pkpneal  nfat, 
ment  or  tympamtis  of  the  abdomen.  which  were  aacirteined  by  a  mannad  ca- 

The  treatmant  adopted  was  sadi  as  is  anfaiation  (the  speonlum  was  not  laed  in 
indicated  in  a  mild  attack  of  peritonitis  this  case),  were  that  the  neck  of  the  Qtaras 
where  the  patient  is  in  a  weak  condition  was  elongated  and  hidnmted,  and  mors  ae- 
as  here,  vix.  local  depletion,  by  leeches,  fol-  cessible  to  the  examining  finger,  and  pro- 
lowed  by  oilomel,  given  so  as  to  afliect  the  baUy  the  whola  alenis  was  too  low  down, 
system ;  cooling  saUnes,  and  antiphlogistic  the  os  uteri  was  patulous,  and  the  Ups  tfaiek- 
regimen,'  &c.  In  two  days,  as  the  lo4^  pain  fliied  and  tender  te  the  touch, 
and  tenderness  were  not  very  much  dimi-  Before  we  can  ertablish  the  dioffnoiii  of 
nished,  leeches  were  ugain  applied,  and  the  djaemi  on  whksh  these  ^rmptoms  and 
ordered  to  be  followed  by  a  large  oateplasm  sagos  depended,  we  must  examincueprevioea 
which  often  seems  to  act  very  banefididly  in  hfitory  of  Uie  patient.  In  this  we  And  she 
such  cases,  partly,  periiapa,  by  increasing  tile  had  aborted  twice,  and  on  both  oecasions  it 
bleeding  from  the  leech-bites ;  partly  by  took  place  about  the  same  period  of  preg- 
soothing  the  parts,  keeping  them  moist,  and  nancy — ^and  here  the  question  at  once  arises, 
determining  to  the  surface ;  and  possibly  the  was  there  any  disease  of  the  uterus  at  the 
equable  pressure  may  assist  in  produoingthe  time  of  the  first  abortion  to  prodece  it,  er 
good  effecte.  She  was  alco  ordered  an  did  the  abortions  act  as  predisposing  causes 
astringent  mixture  to  arrest  tiie  purging  to  the  disease  of  the  uterus  ?  Tlie  latter  is 
which  had  come  on,  and  which  would  tend  probably  the  correct  opinion,  for  there  is  no 
to  prevent  the  mercury  from  being  taken  mention  of  any  symptoms  of  disease  of  the 
uito  the  system.  After  the  second  depletion  uterus  previous  to  the  first  abortion,  and 
we  find  that  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  the  probability  is  that  none  existed,  as  ahe 
soon  disappeared :  the  pain  and  tenderness  had  gone  to  the  full  period  of  gestation  be- 
were  much  reduced ;  and  also  the  sympto-  fore,  and  given  birth  to  a  living  child,  wlth- 
matic  fever,  and  the  gums  at  this  time  be-  out  any  unusual  diflieulty ;  but  very  soon 
came  tender,  indicating  the  action  of  the  after  the  first  abortion  there  was  a  leucor- 
mercury  on  the  system  ;  and  this  no  doubt  rhoeal  discharge,  and  after  the  second  abor- 
helped  very  materially  to  carry  off  the  in-  tion  ther^  was  menorrhagia  in  addition ;  and 
flammatory  condition  of  the  system.  these  are  two  of  the  symptoms  before  enn- 

Subsequently  little  additional  treatment  mented.    Admitting,  theuj  that  the  abor- 

was  needed,  except  the  doe  regulation  of  the  tions  were  at  least  predSsporing  causes  of 

secretions.    All  Uie  symptoms  of  peritonitis  the  disease  of  the  uterus,  what  caused  ^e 

gradually  subsided,  leaving  the  patient  in  a  abortions  ?     Hie  answer  to  Oiis  question  Sa 

weak  state,  and  still  having  disease  of  the  apparent  from  the  history."    On  tiie  fint 

uterus.     Iodide  of  potassium  was  given  to  occasion  the  blows  and  kieks  on  the  abdo- 

remove  any  remains  of  the  inflammation,  men,  wfaieh  ahe  addkite  having  received  fitmi 

and  its  administration  was  attended  with  &e  her    hushaad,  and  the  mental  excitement 

same  results  as  it  produces  in  other  cases  of  which  we  ahonld  imagine  consequent  to  sach 

inflammation,   especially  rheumatic,  when  mal-trea(tment,  were  sufficient  causea;  aad 

given  after  the  severity  of  the  disease  has  the  predisposition  left  by  this  to  the  recur- 

been  got  under  by  more  powerful  remedies  ;  renoe  of  it,  together  with  a  good  deal  of 

these  results  were  a  gradual  improvement  in  extra  exertion  at  mangling,  about  the  same 
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period  of  pregnancy,  abnndanUj  aoooont  for  cancer  in  other  parta.  2d.  The  reatotu  in/a- 

the  aecona  abortion.  voiir  qf  ike  h^Uammatory  nature  qf  the  die" 

Reverting  again  to  the  hiatorjr,  we  find  eaee  are,  {a)  the  drcnmitances  under  which  it 
that  immediatelj  after  the  ooeonence  of  the  (apparenUy)  comnienced,  whidi  are  just  thoae 
eecond  abortion,  bcfoie  the  discharge  of  which  wonld  be  likely  to  eictte  common  in- 
falood  had  oanied,  ihe  was  oompeiled  by  her  flammation  in  those  parts,  vis.  undue  ex- 
brutal  husband  to  get  up  aad  resume  her  citement  or  irritation,  superadded  to  great 
usual  employment,  and  from  this  time  she  congestion ;  snd  though  these  might  have 
has  never  been  free  from  a  discharge  of  act^asexdtlngoansesof  cancer,  had  a  pre- 
some  kind  or  other  from  the  vagina,  ai^  the  disposition  to  fit  eiisted,  yet  in  the  absence 
other  symptoms  before  mentioned  have  been  of  this  it  is  most  likely  that  common  inflam- 
more  or  less  constant.  We  conclude,  then,  mation  would  be  produced ;  {b)  the  age,  also, 
thai  the  abortions  acted  as  prsdhiposing  was  that  at  which  hiflammation  is  most  apt 
causes  of  disease  in  the  uterus,  and  thai  the  to  arise  $  (e)  we  may,  periiaps,  kdd  the  ex- 
immfdiste  exciting  cause  was  the  neglect  Of  tension  of  the  inflammation  to  the  perito- 
aU  medical  aid  during  the  abortiona,  and  the  nenm  ;  and  lastly,  (d)  theeffect  of  the  treat- 
too  early  resumption  of  the  stsnding  posture  ment,  which  waa  much  more  snooessAil  than 
and  employment  afterwards— «  period  at  it  would  probably  have  been  in  cancer, 
which  the  uterine  veisels  are  of  course  mach  Assummg,  then,  that  the  disease  waa 
Gongestedi  sad  the  whole  uterine  systeas  on-  metritis,  we  can  readily  imagine  that  it  wonld 
usually  active ;  and  when,  therefore,  if  the  be  greatly  increased  by  much  exertion, 
vessels  are  stall  more  filled,  as  they  are  in  standing,  &c. ;  and  if  we  remember  the  dose 
the  erect  posture,  and  exdted  by  exertion,  connection  betweoi  the  uterus  and  the 
the  congestion  will  be  exceedingly  liabte  to  peritoneum,  we  shall  be  at  no  loss  to  com- 
be converted  into  infianmation.  If  inflam-  prebend  how  the  aggravated  inflammation  of 
madon  arise,  one  sssentisl  element  of  it  is  the  uterus  should  be  propagated  to  the  pe- 
exudation  of  lymph  or  semm;  and  in  pa-  ritoneum,  as  it  probably  was  in  this  case, 
renchymatous  oigans,  as  the  uterus,  the  We  have  now  noticed  the  two  diseases 
exudation  is  interstitial,  producing  tfaieken-  separately ;  the  mode  of  connection  be- 
ing, and,  unless  reabsorbed,  also  induration  tween  Uie  two ;  their  causes  and  diagnosis, 
of  the  inflamed  part.  Hie  inorsased  wdght  and  the  treatment  of  the  peritonitis  $  and  it 
thus  produced  would  account  for  the  pro-  only  remains  to  add  a  few  words  on  the 
lapsus,  the  dragging  pains,  &c  complonbd  treatment  of  the  metritis,  and  the  prog- 
of.    Inilammation  would  alao  cauae  the  ten-  nosis. 

demess  on  pressure  of  the  os  uteri,  the  leu-  The  treatment  that  was  adopted  for  the 

oorrhoeal  discharge,  and  the  hssnaorrfaage.  cure  of  the  peritonitis,  was  well  adapted 

We  know  that  hsunorriiage  ia  by  no  means  also  for  the  relief  of  the  metritis,  vis.  ca- 

an  unfrequent  accompaniment  of  inflanwaa-  lomel  given  so  as  to  affect  the  system ;  local 

tion  in  other  parts,  as  the  mtestinee,  die.  depletion,  &c. ;  and  especially  the  horizontal 

but  it  is  especially  common  in  metritie.  posture,  and  absolute  rest,  which  form  an 

But  moat  if  not  ail  of  the  above  symptoms  essential  part  in  the  treatment  of  metritis, 
might  have  been  caused  dther  by  metritis,  or  serving  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  the 
by  the  carlv  stage  of  caicnioma  t  how,  then,  blood  in  the  uterus  from  gravitation,  and 
are  we  to  distinguish  on  which  of  the  two  also  preventing  ^e  operation  of  one  of  the 
they  are  dependent.  Tliere  are  several  rea-  most  common  exdting  causes  of  inflamma- 
sona  against  the  cardMNnatous  nature  of  the  tion,  viz.  ezerdse.  Under  this  treatment 
disease,  and  there  are  some  ia  fcvour  of  its  she  got  rid  of  nearly  all  the  general  symp- 
inflammatory  natare.  1st.  Tkoeeofpotedto  Uhdm  referribleto  the  uterus.  Thus  the  me- 
tis ceretNoeMleatNOlNre  srs,  (a)  the  age  of  norrhagia  had  ceased;  the  leucorrhceal  dis- 
tiw patient,  which  is  much  yoimger thaatimt  charge  had  ceased  entirdy  until  shebeaan to 
at  which  cancer  usually  diows  itself;  (b)  te  sit  up  sgain,  and  then  it  only  returned  to  a 
complexion  liad  not  the  peculiar  diaracte-  very  dl^t  extent,  and  was  of  a  very  difiis- 
ristio  saUowness  of  the  caaoerous  diatbedB ;  rent  diaracter ;  sll  the  pains  weregone ;  the 
we  say  dlathesisv  beoaase  we  beKeve  that  prolapsioa  of  the  uterus  waa  scarcely  fdt 
c$flou  n  just  as  much  a  constitBtieiMl  dis-  even  when  she  got  up,  and  she  wsa  gdmng 
ease  asscroMa;  (e) aha  had  not  aaj  here-  atrength*  The  phyiAcal  sk;ns  also  were 
ditary  prsdispodtioii  to  oaaoar,  as  &r  aa  improvsd{  the  tenderness  had  osased.  Still, 
could  be  aseertsined  $  (d)  it  is  not  profaalile  however,  the  enlargement  ud  induration  of 
that  there  would  hava  hem  nch  a  asyiasa,  the  cervix  nterl  remslned.  Such  was  her 
thick,  foetid  disdiarss  in  aanoer,  unlasa  it  condition  whan  she  left  the  hospital  at  her 
were  advan^  ta  open  aknaHan,  and  toadk  own  request*  If  die  had  remained.  Dr. 
afforded  no  avideaaa  of  tidai  («)  theanlaiga«  Taylor  intended  to  have  used  more  strictly 
BMttt  of  the  cervix  uteri  wsa  not  partial  aod  load  bleeding,  as  leeches  or  scarification  of 
uneven,  aa  eoaBoaonly  hqipens  in  caaser,  but  the  os  uteri ;  and  bad  the  rest  been  pene- 
WHionsi  (J)  the  thMnoe  of  the  narin  of  vered  in,  and  this  measnra  adopted,  a  wry 
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favourablej»ro^rnom  might  have  been  given,  3.  Ctnuet, — Of  the  15  ca»ei  not  con- 
judging  from  the  considerable  improvement  genital,  eight  were  attributed  to  violence, 
aU^dy  made  in  her  health,  her  age,  and  either  in  the  form  of  blowa  on  the  artery,  as 
naturally  good  constitution ;  bat  as  she  waa  in  caaes  5  and  13,  or  from  exertion  or 
forced  to  retnm  to  her  employment  as  sprains  :  this  oombined  with  the  ages  and  sex 
monthly  nurse,  we  fear  that  she  will  be  very  would  shew  that  external  aneoiisms  are 
liable  to  aggravations  of  the  metritis  on  any  likely  to  be  most  frequently  met  with  in 
unusual  exertion,  and  it  is  not  at  all  im-  tiiose  in  the  prime  of  life,  whose  occnpations 
probable  that  the  peritonitis  also  may  recur,  are  fatiguing  and  laborious,  and  not  in  thoee 
and  from  the  continuance  of  the  cause  it  may  whose  arteries  are  diseased  by  age. 
prove  severe.*  4.  Vu9€l»  t^ecttd, — Of  the  17  cases,  3 
occurred  in  the  vessels  of  the  head,  necky  and 

upper  extremities,  (viz.  1  temporal ;  1  sob- 

CLINICAL  NOTES,  clavian;  1  brachial  and  vessels  of  fore-srm). 

14  in  those  of  the  lower  extremity;  lix. 

By  J.  Adair  Lawr»,  M.D.  i  profunda  femoris;    2  femoral,  and   11 

Professor  of  Sargery,  Andemn's  University,  popliteal ;  shewiag  a  great  disproportion  be- 

Giaagow.  tween  disease  of  the  vessels  of  the  upper 

^.^  port  of  the  body  requiring,  or  admitting  of 

operation,  and  those  of  the  lower.    Of  the 

II. — On  some  qf  the  more  common  forma  qf  lower  Tessels  the  popliteal  is  by  mudi  tiie 

aneuriam,  most  frequent  cause  of  operation.     This  is 

I  HAVE  carefully  examined  all  the  records  of  doubtiess  attributoble  to  the  pontion  of  this 

the  GUugow  Infirmary,  including  the  printed  "^  reUtlvely  to  the  knec-jomt     Some- 

annual  reports  and  the  manuscript  journals,  ?'??  P?!  »^  }^  «T"»  ^l^  ^  »"»: 

and  I  find  that  from  the  opening  of  the  hos-  bedded  m  cdluhir  tiMue,  at  some  depth 

pital  in  1794,  to  1st  Jan.  1842,  a  period  of  P^^er  the  fescta,  and  but  loosely  supported 

46  years,  there  have  been  23  operations  "  of  ^  ^  °T^f?\  ^  }^Ji^  ?«  popliteal 

aneurism  from  disease,"  being  one  operation  f**®*?™??  "*  ^^^  ™  u       "i.^   %•   ^^^ 

in  two  years.  When  we  consider  the  amount  ^  the  left,  and  3  in  the  right,    Thw  may 

of  population  in  and  around  Gksgow,  we  ?»^  '*®*°  acmdent^ ;  but  so  fiar  as  it  goes 

must  conclude  that  aneurism  of  the  extremi-  »i  "»?  "PP^  an  objection  to  the  opunon. 

ties  admitting  of  operation  is  a  rare  disease  ?**  the  cause  of  these  aneurisms  Sm  rather  to 

in  this  neighbourhood.     The  operation  does  ^  ^"^^^  ^?^  ^  ^^  ^f*  ?^  violence  than 

not  seem  to  keep  pace  proportionally  with  »?  disease  m  Ae  vessels   inasmuch  as  the 

the  popuUition,  and  the  number  of  patienU  "KJ*  knee  is ftOly  as  muchexposed  to mjury 

admitted  into  the  Infirmary  for  other  diseases.  "*d  over-exwtion  as  the  left.     It  may  how- 

The  number  of  operations  has  not  been,  on  an  ^^  admit  of  explanation,  in  what  I  believe 

average,  two  in  three  years  during  the  hist  ten  ^^  '«7  ™l«»tly  the  case,  that  the  li^. 

years,  whUe  the  number  of  paticnU  admitted  ^^^  ^!^^}^  ^!?~  are  more  lax  than 

has  increased  nearly  fourfold.   Of  these  23  *»<^  °'  ™  "?»"'  «Uowmg  the  jmnt  to  be 

cases,  I  have  been  able  to   procure  more  ^^^"^  '^"duly    backwards,    and    thereby 

or  less  accurate  details  of  17 ;  from  which  «*"«»"?  *  8^7***^  "'^^  °"  ^^  ^^^  P^^»**** 

the  annexed  toble  is  constructed,  and  fVom  P^**"®^  *»  |^       '^^    .  ^ 

^hich  the  foUowing  particulars  are  given.  ^  ^:  ^<»rtaMy,--0(  the  1 7  cases,  4  were 

1.  Ses.-^Of  the  17,  13  were  mSes,  and  ^^J  bemg  deaths  to  recoveries  as  1  to  4i ; 
4  females,  bdngin  the  proportion  of  4i  to  1 ;  ^^  »"«  ^^»^^  ^emllx  of  two  are  uncertain, 
giving  a  large  proportion  of  females.  Dr.  f?^,"^  ?'»«  ?*  operafaon  foiled,  the  patient's 
Hodgson  makes  the  proportion  one  in  thirty-  *"*  *»*'?*«  ."^  •*^«*  ^^  amputation ;  con. 
four.  Dr.  Hope  says  that,  in  external  anei-  '!^'^^L  ^^  *  «««  out  of  15  the  opera- 
risms,  it  has  not  exceeded  in  his  experience  **°"  ^*!^*^'  ^^  Proportion  bemg  as  1  to  3— 
"one  in  fifteen  to  twenty."  !L™^^  ^^jf  mortality  than  I  expected. 

2.  ^^e.— Excluding  the  two  congenital  ?^«««8esofdeaUiwere,  1st,  serous  effusion 
cases,  the  ages  range  from  18  the  yomigest,  "^^  *he  cerebral  cavities,  in  the  case  of 
to  65  the  oldest.  There  is  one  under  20:  *««»*««»  of  tiie  subclavian  (No.  2).  This 
two  between  20  and  29 ;  eight  between  29  'TfdonbtlesB  owing  to  the  increased  quantity 
and  40;  three  between  39  and  50;  one  ©^  blood  transmitted  along  the  carotids,  and 
above  60.  These  ages  are  younger  than  is  "W**?  ™  c?^  «'  this  kind,  especiaUy  when 
generally  supposed ;  the  explanation  is  to  be  *»»?  P^'  »  adranced  m  years,  Uie  pro- 
found m  the  causes  of  the  disease,  or  at  least  V"^o{  vimesection  before  and  after  the 
of  the  caaes  which  form  the  table.  operation;  spying  the  head,  keeping  it  high 
. ■**"  oaaA,  and  usmg  those  means  whidi  ex- 

•  EaaArrM.^PSge565,col.  I, eighth  linefh>m  P^'^  ^  '^^  Jl.5!?.  •<*^  J^"" 

bottom,  omit  the  Su^eU  endoidiig  the  words     l«wiMg  the  quantity  of  blood  in '-' — 


"the  fifth  and  ninth  nerres.*'  through  thebrain.    2d.  Case4»  lig^uieof 
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636  DR.  LAWRIE  ON  ANEURISM. 

the  external  iliac,  died  of  inflammation  of  tended  state  of  the  Teins,  shewed  a  verj  em- 

the  tiasues  in  the   neighbourhood  of  the  barrassed  circulation.   In  the  seeond  the  du- 

wound  of  the  operation.    3d.  Gangrene  oc-  ease  belonged  more  to  ihe  traamatic  form, 

corred  in  three  cases  (8,  9,  12)  of  ligature  the  yessel  having  been  feirly  torn  across, 

of  the  femoral  for  aneurism  of  the  popliteal,  llieie  drcomstanoes,  so  far  as  two  cases  go. 

In  all  amputation  was  performed,  two  died  would  appear  to  promise  unfaYonrablj  for 

and  one  recovered.     It  may  be  worth  while  operation. 

to  consider  these  cases  a  litde  more  in  detail.  The  3d  Case  (No.  13)  is  rdated  in  Dr. 

^        ,„,..,                     Tj    s  ^^  ^^  M*Esrlane*s  reports!  (p.  9).     The  patient 

Case  I.-PoWw/ Bn«mm.-I.<^fl/iire  (2^  leemed  goiagon  fcyounibly  untU  tliUmb 

femona.  —  Gangrene.  —  Ampuiatton.  —  ^^  ^^j^^  ^^^  erysipelas,  which  proved  too 

^'"^*  much  for  the  weakened  drcnlation.     Gan- 

George  Miller,  set.  31,  soldier,  admitted  grene  came  on  on  the  9th  day.  On  the  34th 

July  1 1th.    In  right  ham  extending  to  both  day  amputation  was  performed ;  in  Ave  weeks 

sides  of  knee,  and  upwards  along  thigh,  is  a  afterwards  he  died. 

pulsatory  tumor.     It  can  be  neariy  emptied  i  thall  say  a  few  words  on    seeondary 

by  steady  pressure;  was  first  observed  11  haemorrhage,  when  I  give  the  details  of  some 

months  ago,  after  fatiguing  marches ;  pain  of  the  traumatic  cases, 

disturbs  sleep ;  right  tibials  do  not  pulsate  The  fbUowing  successlul  cases  may  per- 

at  ankle ;  veins  full ;  temperature  of  right  haps  be  worth  giving  in  details, 

foot  92<>,  of  left  85^.  Casb  IY.— Mrs.  Duncan,  ct.  23,adniitie(t 

July  13th.— Femoral  tied  at  lower  part  of  September  11th,  1839,  for  an  ulcer  on  the 

upper  third    of  thigh  with  one  ligature;  left  ankle.    Soon  after  admission,  a  swelling 

numbness  and  pain  in  foot  almost  imme-  ^as  discovered  on  the  back  part  of  the  limb, 

diately  after  operation.    The  mean  of  rix  ^  which  the  following  report  is  given  in  the 

trials  with  the  thermometer  in   12  bourt  journals. 

gave  891^  for  the  right  foot,  and  92i«  for  "  There  is  a  considerable  swdlmg  of  Uie 

the  left.  upper  and  back  part  of  the  left  leg,  occupy- 

14tii.— Mean  temperature  of  right  foot  ing  principally  tiie  tower  popMteal  space,  and 

83i<^,  of  left  94}o.  lying  gior^  towardsiU  outer  than  inner  ade. 

15th.— Foot  discoloured  ;  mean  tempera-  it  pulsates  throughout,  and  communicates  a 

ture  of  right  foot  assisted  by  warm  appUca-  harsh  bmii  to  tiie  stethoscope  j  pressure  on 

tions  87J<',  of  left  95}''.  the  fbmoral  artery  arresU  the  pulsatkni  in  the 

16th.— External  heat  causes  intolerable  tumor,  and  pressure  on  the  tumor  itself 

pam ;  temperature  at  one  time  as  bw  as  76«» ;  dimiBishes  its  tise  considerably.     It  is  the 

careful  and  frequently  repeated  friction  was  geat  of  constant   pain  aggravated    dvriog 

now  used  with  relief  to  the  pain,  and  increase  night.    Began  five  months  ago,  without  any 

of  temperature,  obvious  cauM,  except  (she  thinks)  straining 

20tii.— Gangrene  extendls.  the  knee  in  halting  on  account  of  the  nicer 

26th. — Gangrene  has  reached  the  knee-  on  tiie  ankle, 

joint,  and  seems  to  have  ceased  at  tiie  com-  September  16th.— A  coAsultation  were  of 

menoement  of  the  thigh.  opinion  that  the  disease  was  popliteal  anen- 

August  31st.— Line  of  demarcation  having  ,{,„,,  and  recommended  that  the  femoral 
distinctiy  formed  dead  parts  beginnmg  to  se-  artery  should  be  tied.  They  advised  a  few 
parate,  tingh  being  sound,  and  healtii  pretty  day's  delay  in  consequence  of  the  brmii  bav- 
good,  amputation  was  performed  about  Uie  hig  eeased,  witii  increased  pain  in  tiie  swell- 
middle  of  boUi  thighs.  ing,  and  a  stitch  under  right  mamma. 

October  25tii.-Jhestump healed,  andhe  ^.^    g        .„    ^.    ^       .  ^^^ 

was  dismissed  cured.  t  ^^^  f-L;^«  .  "iKlfi^o-*  •  *,*>*., 

Case   Il.-John  Lyle,   let.  30,  smlor,  Lotiofrigida;  abstmeat  a  motu. 

September.     Has  a  large  pulsating  swelling  22d.— Condition  of  limb    having    very 

in  right  ham,  caused  by  a  violent  exertion  £  much  improv^,  and  bnUt  having  returned  to 

vaulting  over  a  boat.   Tlie  vessel  was  tied  in  the  swelUng,  the  femoral  artery  was  tied  to- 

the  ordinary  way  and  place ;  the  ligature  day  at  junction  of  upper  with  nrfddle  third 

came  away  on  tiie  lOtii  day.    The  limb  of  thigh.    On  aooomit  of  tiie  depth  of  the 

died.  Hfemorrhage  took  place  flfom  the  wound  artery,  which  lay  fbUy  an  inch  from  the 

of  die  operation,  and  the  blood  was  ascer*  snifeoe,  covered  by  fet,  the  external  indsioa 

tained  to  have  come  from  the  side  of  the  was  made  fully  four  inches   long,  which 

vessel  immediately  above  the  ligature.   Am-  allowed  the  operstion  to  be  condndied  with 

putatlon  was  neiformed  on  the  22d  day ;  great  facility  i  slight  fttioos  bleeding ;  she 

death  followed  in  three  houra.    The  vessel  sersamedandatniggledmost  vfeleatiy ;  both 

in  the  ham  was  found  fairly  torn  across,  and  ends  of  the  ligature  were  left,  and  the  wound 

the  severed  en«b  separated  half  an  inch.  dressed  with  adhesive  plaster.     At  present 

In  both  of  these  cases  the  tumor  was  large  (one  hour  after  operation)    pulsation  and 

and  somewhat  difiVlsed.     In  the  first  the  ab-  pain  are  gone  from  tumor;  temperature  of 

sencc  of  pu^tion  in  the  tibials,  and  the  dis-  the  limb  good. 
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Circttindtftur  eras  indiuio  laoeo.  cold  i  superficial  veins  fuU ;  pulse  84 ;  a  good 

The  only  drciinistaiices  worthy  of  notice  night  from  40  drops  of  solution  of  morphia ; 

in  the  progress  of  the  case  were  severe  cramps  pulsation  has  not  returned  to  tumor,  which 

in  the  limb'^,  and  diarrhoea  soon  after  the  ope-  >*  firmer  and  smaller, 

ration,  which  yielded  to  opium  ;  the  tempo-  ^th  and  7th.-^Slight  pain  and  rednen 

rature  of  the  limb,  with  the  exception  of  the  ^m  ImM  to  lower  angle  of  wound  removed 

toes,  which  were  cool,  but  never  cold,  was  by  leeches. 

fully  equal  to  that  of  opposite.    The  tumor  15th.-»Ligature  came  away  to-day,  the 

gradually  diminished,  but  did  not  disappear;  l&th  from  the  operation;    wound  nearly 

pulsation  was  never  Mt  in  it.    The  liga*  healed;  tumor  very  mndb  diminished;  health 

ture  dropped  off  on  the  15th  day,  and  the  perfectly  good. 

wound  healed  readily.  The  day  after  the  24th. — He  left  his  bed,  walked  too  soon, 
operation  the  ulcer  on  the  ankle  is  reported  ^ad  brought  back  the  pain  and  swelling  in 
as  **  discharging  fUly  more  pus  than  before  the  lower  and  inner  part  of  the  thigh.  He 
the  operation,  and  of  a  perfectly  healthy  had  also  a  slight  attack  of  pneumonia  on  the 
character."  Four  days  afbBr  the  operation,  left  aide ;  for  which  free  local  depletion  was 
this  ulcer  was  inflamed  and  livid,  and  the  tised,  and  he  was  brought  under  the  influence 
discharge  bloody ;  it  soon  afterwards  im-  of  calomel.  The  symptoms  graduaUy  sub- 
proved,  and  in  three  weeks  had  quite  ci-  aided,  and  un  May  19th  he  was  dismissed 
catnzed.  cured. 

October  25th. — Dismissed  cured.  Remarks. — My  impression  was,  at  the 

On  the  3<Hh  she  returned  complaining  of  time  of  the  operation,  that  I  had  wounded 

pain  in  the  leg  and  foot,  in  the  course  of  the  the  femoral  vein  in  passing  the  needle  be- 

anterior  tibial  vessels  and  nerves,  for  which  tween  it  and  the  artery.    The  small  amount 

she  was  cupped  and  leeched,  and  took  carw  of  biemorrhoge  and  its  spontaneous  cessation 

bonate  of  iron  and  rhubarb.  would  rather  favour  the  idea  of  its  being  a 

November  18th. — ^Dismissed  cored.  branch.     Be  that  as  it  may,  it  adds  another 


Cam  y.-PolUeal  <m»uH»m-OptratU>»-  ^^^J^„  ^J^^'^^t  °^ 
•      Owe  force,  and  bemg  m  no  hurry  m  gettingtfae 

John  Ballantine.  »t.  22,  porter,  Bridire-  «8»ture  round  the  artery.    No  iinmediBte 

L;n.  Tj»<»K.f  n^inL.1  «^.>o..»i.  «f.  ..^»»-^  •""  ^^  ^  »"•  miury  done  to  tho  vcia  or  its 

g>ns,  somewhat  pointed  towards  its  centre,  u---^v-.  j-,-2-„  {i./,^.^^*:^ 

but  iU  surface  not  discoloured.     It  can  be  »'"«'»»  *»™»»  *»»«  operation, 
slightly  lessened  by  pressure,  and  completely  (To  be  continued.] 

deprived  of  pulsation  by  compressiug  femoral 


artery..  It  is  the  seat  of  considerable  pam  COMPARATIVE  FREQUENCY  OF 

extending  over  leg.    On  applymg  the  ste-  «,««,,.«,«  ,*.»  ,*A^r  .^„>  ,^, 

thosoopT     very  loud  bellow/ murmur  is  PHTHISIS  IN  MAN  AND  IN 

heard ;  and  the  same  sound,  though  very  ANIMALS. 

feeble,  is  perceived  over  the  course  of  the  

femoral  artery.    Sounds  of  the  heart  and  M.  Ratur  lately  read  a  very  elaborate  and 

large  vessels  healthy.  interesting  paper,  at  the  Acadraiy  of  Sciences, 

The  swelling  was  first  observed  two  years  entitled,  **  Fragment  of  a  comparative  Study 

ago,  after  a  fell  down  a  flight  of  steps,  what  of  Phthisis  Puhnonalisin  Man  and  in  Ani- 

hlii  left  li^g  being  bent  under  him  sustained  mals."    The  following  are  his  conclusions : 

the  entire  weight  of  his  body.    This  ii^ury  1.  Tuberculous  ph&isis  is  of  all  chronic 

was  followed  by  swelling  and  discoloration  diseases  the  most  common  both  among  men 

of  the  whole  leg,  and  very  soon  afterwards  a  and  auimals. 

small  pulsating  swelling  shewed  itself  in  the  2.  In  man  and  other  mammiferous  animals, 

ham.     General  health  |p)od;  addicted  to  tuberculous  matter  may  be  readily  distio- 

drinking.  guished  from  firesh  pus,  which  always  oon- 

A|Mil  8d.— 'Yesterday,  by  advice  of  a  con-  tains  granular  globules.    In  birds,  the  cha- 

sultation,  the  femoral  artery  was  tied  about  racters  of  tuberculous  matter  are  less  de- 

the  junction  of  the  upper  with  the  middle  ddedly  marked :  the  artificial  Introduction 

third  of  the  thigh.     The  vesael  was  super-  of  foreign  bodies  into  the  lungs  and  muscles 

icial,  and  easily  exposed.     A  little  difllculty  produces,  not  a  white,  opaque  secretion, 

wsa  esperienoed  in  passing  the  needle  round  with  granular  globules,  but  a  dry,  yellowish 

the  artery,  and  immediafealy  before  tighten-  substance,  having  no  globules,  the  physical 

ing  the    ligature    the  wound    filled    with  characters  of  which  approach  those  of  tuber- 

voHms  blood.    Not  more  than  two  ounces  cles  in  the  mammalia.     In  reptiles,  fishes, 

of  Uood    were    lost,    and    the    bleeding  and  insects,  the  characters  of  tubercles  are 

ixasedwitiiout  any  pressure.  Wound  dressed  stiU  less  distinct. 

with  two  stitches  and  adheaive  plaster ;  tern-  3.  Pus,  in  the  mammalia,  particularly  hi 

|)erature  of  limb  good  ;  toes  |)erhaps  a  little  the  horse,  when  deposited  fox  a  long  period 
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in  tlint>rgan9,  undergoes  succesiive  tcansfor.  13.  The  fatty  d«g«nenilioii  of  the  liver  iM 

maiionA,  which  sometimes  eive  it  the  Appear-  generally  a  sign  of  phthutis  in  man  and   of 

ance  of  tuberculous  matter.  general  obesity  in  birds. 

4.  Pulmonary  tubercules  in  man  and  14.  The  alterations  of  the  bftnes,  which 
quadrupeds,  having  a  gray  tint.  In  the  are  observed  in  tuberculous  monkeys,  and 
lungs  of  the  cow,  tuberculous  matter  has  particularly  in  those  of  America,  appear 
usually  a  yellow  chamois -leather  colour.  analogous  to  the  enlargement  and  apongr 

5.  In  man  and  animals,  the  central  soften-  softening  of  the  bones  in  phthisical  and 
ing  of  tubercles  cannot  be  attributed  to  in-  scrofulous  children.  Similar  alterations  are 
flammation.  It  never  presents  globules  of  noticed  in  the  bones  of  the  camivora  of  warm 
pus.  The  peripheric  softening -of  tubercles  is,  countries,  transported  into  temperate  lati- 
«)n  the  contrary,  most  commonly  promoted  tudes. 

by  inflammation  of  the  surrounding  tissues.  15.  While  the  frequency  of  jmeinnonia. 

It  is  almost  always  mixed  with  globules  and  the  infreqnency  of  phthisis,  in  the  do- 

of  pus.  mestic  dog,  appear  to  indicate  a  vrant  of 

6.  The  yellowish  matter,  which  is  found  connection  between  these  two  diseasea,  it  ia 
in  the  hydatid  cysts  of  ruminating  animals  otherwise  with  the  calf,  the  cow,  and  the 
after  their  rupture,  has  some  analogy  with  milch  ass,  in  which  the  deposit  of  tubereuloas 
the  matter  from  the  lungs ;  but  the  cysts,  matter  almost  always  coincides  with  a  chrocic 
filled  with  this  yellow  matter  contain  almost  progressive  pneumonia. 

always  the  remains  of  the  hydatid  sacs,  and  16.  Phthisis  is  hereditary,  but  it  is  almost 


sometimes  a  certain  amount  of  pus.  never  congenital,  even  in  the  incipient 

7.  The  cretaceous  or  calcareous  ooncre-  17.  In  phthisical  subjects,  the  sperm  con- 
tions,  composed  chiefly  of  carbonate  and  tained  in  the  vesiculae  seminales  has  few  or 
phosphate  of  lime,  which  are  seen  in  the  no  spermatic  animalcules. 

lungs  of  men  and  animals,  should  not  be  18.  Ulcers  of  the  larynx,  trachea,  and 

considered,  as  has  been  heretofore  the  case,  bronchlB,  are  not  of  tiie  same  import  in  man 

as  nearly  always  a  final    modification    of  and  in  all  animals.     In  the  former,  they 

tubercle;  they  are  often  in  man,  and  very  almost  always  denote  pulmonary  pbOdsia, 

often  in  the  horse,  the  remains  of  a  small  and  sometimes  syphilis  ;    iS  quadrupeds,  a 

deposit  of  pus.  general  tuberculous  affection ;   in  aofipeds, 

8.  In  many  animals,  there  are  formed  in  almost  always  the  glanders. 

the  lungs  verxninons  granulations  and  glan-  19.  In  pneumothorax,  vegetations  may  he 

derons  granulations,  whicn  should  be  dis-  formed  upon  the  pleura  of  a  phthirical  pa- 

tinguished  from  tuberculous  granulations.  tient,  as  occurs  sometimes  in  the  air-oeOa  of 

9.  In  quadrupeds  and  in  certain  birds  birds  which  are  tuberculous,  or  laboaring 
transported  to  temperate  from  warm  cU-  under  a  lesion  of  the  organs  of  respiration, 
mates,  the  development  of  phthbis  has  its  In  this  case,  as  in  all  those  noticed  in  the 
maximum  of  frequency,  almost  to.  the  ex-  vertebrata,  the  development  of  this  speeiea 
elusion  of  other  chronic  diseases.  It  is  like-  of  vegetation  is  always  a  secondary  phe- 
wise  promoted  by  a  change  of  climate,  and  nomenon. 

of  alimentation  in  other  animals  coming  from  From  the  foregohig  conclusions,  M.  Rayer 

the  North,  and  particularly  in  the  rein-deer,  developed  some  general  reflections,  to  which 

10.  Phtiiisis,  which  ia  rare  in  solipeds  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Academy, 
domesticated,  is  still  more  so  in  the  cami-  The  progressive  connection  which  anatomy 
vorouB  animals.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  and  physiology  demonstrate  in  the  anim^ 
the  prophylactic  influence  of  a  strong  consti-  series,  is  shown  also  by  pathology.  It  is 
tutionand  animal  diet,  many  carnivorous  ani-  owing  to  a  parallelism  of  organization  that 
mals,  the  domesticated  cat,  and,  especially,  phthisis  runs  through  so  large  a  number  of 
the  lion,  and  tiger,  when  transported  into  a  -the  vertebrata,  until,  as  tise  scale  of  oiganisa- 
temperate  climate,  may  be  attacked  with  tion  is  lowered,  the  distinguishing  charatftera 
pulmonary  phthisis,  lliis  same  infrequency  of  tubercles  disappear,  and  are  not  appreda- 
of  phthisis  is  found  among  birds,  in  birds  of  ble  by  our  present  means  of  invest%ation. 
prey.  A  predisposing  cause  in  the  produetion 

11.  It  is  found  that,  of  carnivorous  ani-  of  tubercles  in  animals,  is  captivity  or  do- 
mals,  the  domesticated  dog,  of  solipeds,  the  mestication ;  and|  more  comprehensively,  a 
horse,  are  much  less  subject  to  tubercles  decided  and  prolonged  change  in  the  natnnl 
than  to  cancer,  a  disease  considered  by  state  of  existence.  The  rein-deer  coming 
Camper  as  unknown  among  animals.  from  the  North,  the  monkey  flnom  the  Sooth, 

12.  In  ruminating  animals,  particularly  both  meet  with  the  same  end,  when  brought 
in  the  bovous  tribe,  phthisis  is  often  found  into  captivity,  although  starting  from  oppo- 
together  with  vesicular  worms,  particularly  site  points.  This  cause,  in  mtenaity  of 
the  echinocochia ;  but  there  is  no  foundation  action,  may  be  compared  to  the  bad  lodging 
for  the  opinion  tiiat  there  is  any  connection  and  nourishment,  which,  in  man,  so  fearfeUy 
oftransformation  or  sucoesnon  between  these  develope  tuberculous  phthidt. — Arekivi^ 
hydatids  and  tubercles.  GhUraltt  d^  Mideeine^  August,  1842. 


BRIGHT  AND  ADDISON'S  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE.  039 

USE  OF  THE  SPLEEN.  apparently  satigfied  them.    In  conclusion,  I 

may  finally  remark,  that  "  the  spleen  is  not. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  GaseHe.  "o^  cannot  be.  the  propeller  of  the  blood 
gjj^  through  the  liver,  because  the  blooH  con- 
A8  Mr.  Jackson,  in  your  last  number,  has  **°^**,J°  ^  circulated  through  that  organ 
made  one  or  two  remarks  on  my  objections  "^  ^^  *P>f^  "  removed."  This  I  con- 
to  the  spleen  being  the  propeUer  of  the  "J®'  ^°?**8^  *«  ^^^^^^^  """^  ^''^  ^^"""^ 
blood  through  the  liver.  I  am  of  course  "ho  i«// not  be  sati«fied.--I  am,  sir. 
eipectcd  to  answer:    but  really  there  is  Xour  obedient  servant, 

nothing  to  reply  to ;  and  as  it  is  only  now  a  A  Contribdtob» 

matter  of  argument  for  the  sake  of  argument,  BRIGHT  and  ADDISON'S  PRACTICE 
I  shall  condense  my  observations  into  the  ^     iLiirnf nixiw 

shortest  space.     His  statements  in  the  last  "*^  MiJnciWJfi. 

number  arc  perfectly  ridiculous ;    and  as         «,,«..         -  .  ,. 

from  the  tenour  of  his  pledge  in  the  post-         ^°  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  Medical  Gazette. 
script.  "  that  he  will  reply  to  all  I  can  say."  Sir, 

&C..  I  here  finish  the  matter.     I  never  men-  Three  years  have  elapsed  since  the  first 

tioned  the  penis,  nor  the  cause  of  its  erection,  volume  of  Drs.  Bright  and  Addison's  **  Prac- 

"What  muscles,  in  the  case  of  the  spleen,  cause  tice  of  Medicine"  was  published,  and  there 

its  erection,  as  they  are  analogous?"     Does  seems  to  be  no  prospect  of  the  appearance 

not  fear  cause  muscular  relaxation  ?     Is  not  of  the  second  volume.     In  common  -with 

that  the  cause  of  the  contraction  of  the  those  who  possess  the  first,  I  think  it  would 

penis  ?     If  not.  Miiller  b  wrong,  amongst  be  but  just,  to  give  notice  if  there  is  any 

many   others.     Is  the  hand  composed  of  intention  to  finish  the  work.     A  letter  from 

veins  only  ?     Is  not  the  contraction  of  the  Dr.   Bright    appeared    in    the   Gazbttb. 

veins  of  the  hand,  dipped  in  cold  water,  several  months  since,  stating  that  he  was 

produced  by  the  vital  contraction  of  the  about  to  publish  immediately ^  a  work  on 

aurroonding  tiaiae  ?    Mr.  Jackson  now  says.  Disease  of  the  Kidneys.     Tlds.  perhaps. 

"  It  is  by  thia  vital  contraction  of  the  trunk  may  be  intended  as  a  conclusion  to  the  work 

and  branches  of  the  spleno-hepatic  vein  that  before  mentioned,  as  that  will  have  to  treat 

the  portal  blood  is  propelled  through  the  on  the  various  kinds  of  dropsy.  &c.     Per- 

portal  plexus  and  hepatic  veins,  and  after  haps  the  profession  may  be  informed  when 

tiie  spleen  has  been  excised."    Ergo^  it  is  it  will  be  forthooming. 
by  "  something  else."  not  the  spleen,  that        Another  work  which  is  yet  iinfinished, 

the  blood  is  propelled  1     This  exactly  agrees  and  of  which  the  first  part  appeared  a  very 

with  my  previous  statements.     And  I  must  long  time  ago.  is  Dr.  Ashwell's  '*  Treatise 

Gonolttde  by  saying,  that  it  is  not  my  inten-  on  Diseases  of  Women."  published  by  Mr. 

tion  to  prove  or  disprove  anything  more  Highley.    Certea.  these  gentlemen  of  Guy's 

than  the  question   I  stated,  which  I  have  Hospital  are  rather  dilatory  in  perfbrming 

satisfactorily  done ;  or.  in  other  words.  Mr.  their  promises. — I  am.  sir. 
J.  has  done  for  me.     I  will  shortly  withdraw  Your  obedient  servant, 

Mr.  J.'s  last  arrow  by  proving  that  the  Mbdicus. 

ratio  he  has  brought  forward  concerning  the  Mrkmirrpr^PAnmv 

rehitive  weighto  of  the  spleen  in  man  and  HOMCEOPATHjT. 

animals  must  be  reversed.    Butfor  the^pre-  «,    ,    «  ^"T    \r  j'    »  r> 

■ent.  "  Why  is  the  liver  universally  present  ^^  '*«  *^'**"'  'f  »*«  BStdKal  Gagttu. 

in  the  animal  kingdom,  and  the  spleen  only  Sir, 

so  in  the  vertebrate  animak  ?"  This  is  all  How  characteristic  is  the  lucubration  of 
I  shall  advance  in  form  of  a  reply,  as  I  am  Harris  Dunsford.  M.D. :  it  is  an  homoeo- 
anxioas  to  see  your  pages  filled  with  more  pathic  note  containing  an  infinitesmal  con- 
profitable  matter  than  any  such  discussion  tradiction  of  faeie.  There  is  one  error  in 
wonld  be.    Moreover,  any  one  that  has  read  my  former  letter  to  you  on  the  subject  of 

the  last  letter  of  Mr.  Jackson  must  notice  Lady  D .    Hie  post-mortem  examina- 

his  peculiar  manner  of  evading  the  primary  tion  was  made  by  a  Mr.  F. ,  aceottcheur 

question,  and  going  on  to  discuss  the  physi-  general  to  Messrs.  Dunsford  and  Co. 
ology  of  the  penis  ;  so  that  I  firmly  believe        I  pray  you  to  open  your  Gazbttr  to 

by  forther  notice  the  discussion  would  be  well-autfaenticated  fUlures  and  mischief  done 

extended  throughout  the  whole  province  of  by  these  homoeopaths ;  and  rdy  on  it,  you 

physiology.    My  only  excuse  for  ever  hav-  inll  have  your  desk  loaded,    lie  great  gun 

ing  notioed  it  at  all  is,  that  others  have  made  amongst  them  has  already  sounded  the  ahurm, 

rq|>lie8  to  the  statements  advanced  to  prove  and  let  fly  a  shot  at  the  folly  of  Messrs.  D. 

the  spleen  to  be  as  represented  by  Mr.  and   Co.    taking  sudi   responsible   cases. 

Jackson,  and  he  has  proved  them  wrong ;"  What  an  exalted  opinion  he  must  have  of 

i.  e»  written  a  "large  quantity"  of  matter,  this  noble wcienee  t ! — ^Toors  Ihitfaftilly, 
evading  the  primary  questioD,  which  has  M,  D. 
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MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  BORDEAUX. 

To  ihe  Bdiiw  qfihe  Medical  Gautte. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  been  requested  to  forward  to  you 
the  accompanying  **  Programme"  from  the 
Medical  Society  of  Bordeaux,  who  desire  to 
make  known  their  intention  of  awarding  a 
gol8  meda],  value  600  francs  \£^^)t  to  the 
author  of  the  best  answer  to  the  following 
question  : — *'  What  is  the  influence  of  the 
Penitentiary  systems,  and  of  solitary  con- 
finement in  particular,  on  the  health  of 
prisoners,  both  in  a  physical  and  moral 
point  of  view  ?" 

Papers  to  be  written  either  in  the  Latin, 
French,  Italian,  English,  or  German  lan- 
guage, and  forwarded,  post  free,  to  the 
secretary,  *'  M.  Burguet,  67,  Eue  Fon- 
dand^ge,  Bordeaux,"  before  the  I5th  June, 
1843.-^I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  Holland,  M.D. 

16^  Qneen  Street,  Mayfair, 
Jan.  la,  1M3. 

MR.  ADAMS'  CASE  OF  DISLOCATION 
AT  THE  KNEE-JOINT. 

[SoMS  errors  crept  into  our  aroomit  of 
this  case  in  a  former  number;  we  therefore 
subjoin  a  corrected  edition.-^BD.  Gae.J 

DUnciion  qfihe  Joint. 

We  examined  the  knee-joint  immediately 
after  the  operation.  As  I  had  formerly  sup* 
posed,  the  tendon  of  the  quadricepe  and  the 
Ugamenifim  paielke  were  both  entire,  the 
latter,  however,  much  stretched  and  slack- 
ened. The  Uteial  ligaments,  contrary  to 
my  expectation,  proved  not  to  be  torn. 
Upon  cutting  into  the  joint,  the  crucial 
ligaments  were  found  to  be  torn,  but  no 
otiier  part  there  was  injured.  The  posterior 
ligament,  the  heads  of  the  gastrocnemius, 
and  the  popliteal  vessels  and  nerves,  were  all 
safe. 
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Thbrmombtbr. 

Baromrtrr. 

Wednesday 

IS 

Arom  S4to4« 

soaa  to  80*35 

Thursday  . 

19 

SO 

4S 

3086 

30*89 

Friday .  .  . 

iO 

ao 

41 

so-ao 

80*04 

Saturday  . 

ai 

81 

85 

a»i0 

a9'94 

Sonday  .  . 

aa 

ao 

48 

aooft 

ao-94 

Monday .  . 

as 

88 

46 

a9'96 

a9*86 

Taesday    . 

at 

40 

47 

a»*8i 

Stat. 

Wind,  S.W.  on  the  18th  and  19th ;  B.  by  N.  on 
aoth;  B.  by  S.  and  S.  on  the  aist:  S.  by  S.  on 
the  aad ;  S.  and  9.  by  E.  on  the  asd;  and  9.  on 
•the  a4tb. 

Kxcept  on  the  evening  of  the  I8tb,  and  for 
aliout  an  hour  before  noon  of  the  asd,  frenerally 
overcast :  a  dense  tog  daring  the  morning  of  the 
19th.  »  B 

Bmrometer.^The  very  low  sUte  of  this  instru- 


ment noticed  in  the  last  number  of  the  Medicai. 
Gazbttb,  appears  to  have  been  equalled  in  many 
places,  and  m  some  even  a  lower  reading  has 
been  registered,  vis.  at  the  Obearatery  at  Cam- 
bridge, about  the  same  time.  I  h.  85  m.  p.m.  it  was 
*a8  inches,  18,  and  at  Swaflham  Balbeck,  as  m. 
later,  the  Barometer  attained  its  minimum,  *28 
inches,  14.  Some  have  aaked  if  the  Barometer 
has  ever  been  observed  to  stand  lower  in  this 
island  near  the  level  of  the  sea.  I  find  in  my 
own  Joamal  that  on  the  a4tii  of  December,  1681, 
at  10  h.  80  m.  P.M.  when  the  wind  was  bfowinj^ 
almost  a  hurricane  from  the  S.  S.W.  the  Baro- 
meter was  28*00,  being  16  hundredths  of  aa  inch 
lower  than  we  registered  on  the  18th  iostaat. 
The  Rev.  J.  Hailstone,  in  a  paper  contained  in 
the  first  volume  of  the  Cambridge  PhQosophlcal 
Society,  mentions  that  his  Barometer  at  Ttam|»> 
ington,  was  as  low  as  88  inchea  exactly;  and 
several  letters  Ikom  various  parts,  both  m  this 
country  and  on  the  continent,  appeared  in  the 
"Times'*  shortly  afterwards,  recordlnj^  most 
disastrousgales :  m  one  we  read,  tbatat  nrankftirt, 
the  Barometer  on  the  same  ni^ht,  Dec.  84, 1881 » 
was  86  inches  6  lines. 

Charles  Hkmrt  Adams. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OKNTLEMBN  ADMITTICD  If  EMBSIt9, 

Friday  January  13,  1843. 

H.  H.  Corbould.— F.  D.  Howell.~J.  I.  Atkin- 
son.— R.  E.  Davies.— B.  W.  Hutchinson.— F.  O. 
Barker.— H.  W.  Reynolds.— F.  J.  Burge.— T.  F. 
M<Gaunm.-]L  B.  Lutley.— R.  BudaU.— ▲.  Pea- 
fhentonhauflk 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deadis  from  aB 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  January  14,  1843. 

Small  POX n 

Measles 88 

Scarhitina 88 

Hooping^  Cough  80 

Croup  9 

Thrush    8 

Diarrhoea    a 

Dysentery \ 1 

Cholera    0 

Inflnenxa 0 

Typhus    31 

Erysipelas 6 

Syphilis  I 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Bmin,  Nerves,  and  9enses . .  176 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration   SOB 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  —  a« 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Orfprns  of  Dlfestion 60 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  8tc 7 

Childbed 4 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  fto 5 

Rhenmatism a 

Diseases  of  Joints,  ftc 4 

Ulcer   0 

Fistula  1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 1 

Diseosesof  Uncertain  Seat Iia 

Old  A^e  or  Katural  Decay 79 

Deaths  by  Violeiiee,  Privation,  or  luteupe* 

ranee  85 

Causes  not  specified  8 

Deaths  from  an  Causes 863 

.■■■■■■.  ...  ,,. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  S?kinner  Street.  London. 
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« 

LECTURES  ^^  then  may  be  a  similar  phlegmonou  in- 
flammation of  the  stump  aifter  ampatation 

iLLUSTRATiYB  OF  BOMB  IMPOBTANT  ciB-  of  thethigh,cnding,if  itbcnotcheckcd  by  art, 

CUM8TANCE8  CONNECTED  WITH  in  suppuratioD  and  absccsscs  on  the  surface  of 

OPBRATiTB  suBOBBY,  the  boDc,  destruction  of  the  periosteum,  and 

Deihertd  in  Me  Tkeatre  qf  Si.  Georyt's  dea<^  of  the  bone  itself  to  a  greater  or  less 

Hoiaitalj  extent.     In  such  cases  it  may  be  necessary 
^„_                 ^«'                         «*<J  ^^®  recourse  to  what  is  commonly  called 

By  Sib  Bbn  j  amin  C.  Bbodib,  Bart  F.R.S.  antiphlogistic  treatment ;  to  take  blood  from 

■  the  arm,  to  give  purgatives,  and  diaphoretics, 

T^t*i^f      TkMmm^1u>»^^A    la^o  and  even  to  snl^ect  the  patient  to  the  in- 

iecmw  ^.^Deeember  14,  1842.  ^^^^^  ^^  mercury.    It  is  impossible  to  say. 

In  the   preceding  lecture,  I   explained  to  in  all  cases,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  probable 

you  some  of  the  ill  consequences  of  opera-  that   symptoms    of   this    kind    will    shew 

tion,  which  are  met  with'  either  at  the  time  themselves,    but    you    may,    nevertheless, 

of  their  being  performed,  or  immediately  be  justified  in  expecting  them    in    many 

afterwards.     In  the  present  lecture,  I  mean  instances.    A  person  of  plethoric  habit,  of 

to  draw  your  attention  to  some  other  sources  good  constitution,  who  has  been  living  rather 

of  danger,  the  result  of  which  are  not  ren-  freely,  without  actual  intemperance,  is  the 

dered  manifest  until  a  later  period.  individual    in    whom     such    inflammatory 

The  effect  of  any  local  iiyury  depends,  symptoms  most  frequently  appear.      You 

firttt  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  ii\)ury  may  espedaUy  distrust    a  patient,   whose 

itself;  and  «ec<m<2(§f«  on  the  condition  of  the  urine  is  unusually  loaded  with  lithic  acid, 

individual  at  the  time  of  the  injury  being  whether  it  be  a  clear  'high-coloured  secre- 

inflicted.     In  one  state  of  constitution*  the  tion,  depositing  red  or  brown  ciystals  of 

slightest  and  simplest  wound  may  produce  lithic  acid,  or  whether  it  become  turbid  on 

ill  consequences,  which  even  the  largest  and  cooling,  having  a  red  sediment,  composed 

more  complicated  wound  would  not  produce  chiefly  of  the  lithate  of  ammonia,  and  staining 

in  another ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  surgeon,  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  which  contains  it, 

before  he  has  recourse  to  an  operation,  to  so  that  it   resembles  in  appearance  what 

study  the  causes  of  this  difference,  and  to  they  call  a  pink  saucer.     The  secretion  of 

make  himself  acquainted  with  the  circum-  the  kidneys,  where  it  liabitually  exhibits  the 

stances  on  which  its  success  or  failure  may  appearance  whi^h   I  have    just  described, 

depend.     Evils  which  are  anticipated  may  always  Indicatei  an  inflammatory  condition  of 

often  be  prevented,  and  at  aU  events,  it  is  the  system.     The  individual  thus  affected  is 

always  worth  while  to  know  what  are  the  in  a  situation  which  may  be  compared  to 

evils  which  may  probably  or  possibly  arise,  that  of  a  man  who  has  a  sword  suspended 

in  order  that  you  may  determine  how  far  over  his  head  by  a  thread  which  may  break, 

you  are  or  are  not  justified  in  encountering  soastoputhisUfeinjeopardyatanymoment. 

them.  You  must  not  be  surprised,  if  he  be  sud- 

An  operation  may  be  followed  by  severe  denly,  and  when  he  supposes  himself  to  be 

phlegmonous  inflammation.     You  may  re-  in  the  best  possible  health,  seized  with  in- 

move  a  loose  cartilage  from  the  knee-joint,  flammation  of  the  pleura,  or  of  the  knee,  or 

and  in  the  course  of  forty -eight  hours  the  with  a  brain  fever,  and  you  may  be  assured 

synovial  membrane  of  the  joint  may  be  dis-  that  he  is  so  unfavourable  a  subject  for  an 

tended  with  synovia,  with  great  pain  in  the  operation,  that  no  operation  ought  to  be  had 

part,  and  symptomatic  inflammatory  fever ;  r^ourse  to,  except  ss  a  matter  of  absolute 

792.— XXXI.  2  T 
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necessity f  and  with  a  view  to  avoid  some  .opportunities  of  watehing  the  orig^in,  pro-* 

very  great  and  pressing  danger.     Under  any  gress,  and  termination  of  this  terrible  malad  j, 

oUier  drcnmstancesy  let  the  operation  be  and  the  result  is  that  I  am  led  to  beKere 

postponed  until,  by  a  regulated  diet,  by  ezer-  that  is  iq  not  really  cantagious.     Bsposare 

dsetsJcen  daily,  not  to  an  immoderate  extent,  to  cold  and  damp,  and  espedally  to   the 

but  yet  BO  as  to  induce  a  free  perspiratioa,  influence  of  these  two  canses  acting  in  oom- 

by  the  exhibition  of  purgatives,  and  perhaps  bination  with  each  other,  maybe  the  imme- 

of  small  doses  of  the  alkalies,   you  have  diate  exciting  cause ;  but,  if  i  am  not  greatly 

brought  the  patient  into  a  better  state  of  mistaken,  it  may  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten 

hea]£.  be  traced  to  a  still  higher  source  ihan  tbim^ 

But  the  dangerous  inflammations  which  namely,  to  a  depressed  and  debilitated  con- 
occur  after  operations  have,  for  the  most  dition  of  the  patient's  constitutioQ.  Hie 
part,  an  entirely  different  character  from  depressing  effects  of  the  cold  north-eastern 
that  of  which  I  have  just  spoken.  They  vrind,  which  in  this  country  preTsils  on  an 
are  low  asthenic  inflammations,  connected  average  for  nearly  three  months  between 
vnth  a  depressed  state  of  the  general  system,  vrinterandsummer,  are  ttit  and  acknowledged 
and  requiring  a  very  different  treatment  from  by  all,  and  erysipelas  is  never  more  prevalent 
what  is  required  in  cases  of  active  phlegmo-  than  it  is  just  at  this  period  of  the  year.  We 
nous  inflammations.  Of  these  the  most  may  in  the  same  manner  explain  the  frequent 
common  is  that  which  assumes  the  form  of  occurrence  of  it  during  a  season  of  extreme 
an  exanthematoua  disease,  and  which  we  cold  in  winter,  or  of  intense  heat  in  summer, 
call  erysipelas.  Then  you  may  observe  that  it  occurs  e»- 

There  is  no  greater  source  of  danger  to  pecially  after  operations  in  which  the  patient 

patients  after  operation  than  this ;   nor  is  has  lost  an  unusual  quantity  of  blood,  and 

there  any  more  abundant  cause  of  mortiflca-  in  those  who  either  before  or  after  the  ope- 

tion  to  the  surgeon,   shewing  itself,  as  it  ration  have  been  kept  on  a  very  low  system 

does,  not  only  after  the  most  severe  and  of  diet.   We  cannot  regelate  the  winds  of  the 

complicated    operations,    but    after    those  spring  months,  nor  the  heat  of  summer,  nor 

which  are  regarded  the  most  trifling:  not  the  cold  of  winter,  but  we  may,  lam  aatiafied, 

only  after  litiiotomy,  or  an  amputation  of  do   a  very  great  deal  towards  counteractiag 

the  thigh,   but  after  the    removal   of   an  their  influence,  and  lessening  the  danger  of 

encysted  tumor  from  the  scalp,  or  the  divi-  erysipeUs,  by  using,  every  possible  precan- 

sion  of  the  prepuce  on  account  of  a  phimosis,  tion  against  an  abundant  hsemorrhage,  by 

or  the  laying  open  of  the  smallest  sinus  in  the  prudent  and  judicious  administration  of 

the  groin,  or  near  the  rectum.     Perhaps  the  nourishment,  and  by  a  cautious  exhibition  of 

wound  made  in  the  operation  is  healing  such  stimulants  as  wine  and  beer,  to  those 

favourably,   and    you    suppose    that  your  who  are  accustomed  to  them,  when  in  health, 

labours  are  brought  to  a  prosperous  termi-  I  was  educated  in  the  belief  that  the  thing  to 

nation,  when  some  day,  on  visiting  your  pa-  be  most  i^iprehended  after  an  operation  was 

tient,  you  find  that  he  has  had  a  rigor  fol-  some  kind  of  inflammation ;  and  that  the 

lowed  by  fever,  and  at  the  end  of  twenty-  way  to  prevent  inflammation  was  to  keep 

four  hours  you  And  him  labouring  under  the  patient  on  a  low  diet,  and  as  long  as  I 

erysipelas,  which  endangers  his  life,    and  acted  in  accordance  vnth  these  views  I  was 

keeps  your  mind  in  a  state  of  suspense  for  meeting  with  erysipelas  at  every  turn  of  my 

the  next  fortnight.  practice.      Many  years  have  now  elapaed 

It  would  be  foreign  to  my  present  purpose  since  I  became  convinced  that  these  doctrines 

to  give  you  a  history  of  erysipelas,  or  to  are  erroneous :  that  an  operation  is  a  shock 

direct  the  treatment  which  it  requires.     My  to  the  system  making  a  great  demand  on  the 

object  is  merely  to  explsin  the  peculiar  dr-  vital  powers  :  that  the  effects  of  this  shock 

cumstances  under  which  it  commonly  arises,  are  often  mudi  aggravated  by  loss  of  blood  : 

and  to  consider  the  means  of  prevention.  that  a  very  scsnty  diet  actually  makes  the 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  erysi-  patient  more  liable  to  certain  kinds  of  in- 

pdas  is  contagious,  and  that  it  is  from  this  flammation  than  he  would  be  otherwise ;  and 

cause  that  you  find  it  prevail  to  ^o  great  an  that  our  rule  of  practice  ought  to  be  rather  to 

extent  at  particular  periods  in  hospitals  all  sustain  his  powers  by  dlowing  him  vrhoksome 

oTer  the  world.    But  you  must  be  aware  nourishment ;  and  not  to  add,  to  theiDfluenee 

how  difficult  it  is  to  distinguish  between  of  other  depressing  causes,  that  still  worse  one 

diseases  which  are  communicated  from  one  of  starvation.    I  assure  you,  and  I  assert  it 

person  to  snother,  and  those  which  affect  most  positivdy,  that  if  you  attend  to  the  mle 

many  individuals  about  the  same  time,  be-  which  I  haTejust laid  down,  although  yon  may 

cause  they  happen  to  be  placed  under  similar  not  preventerysipelas  altogether,  you  will  find 

circumstances,  and  are  subjected  to  the  same  it  to  be  a  rare  instead  of  a  common  oocunmice, 

external  influences.    Now  it  has  been  my  and  I  can  scarely  express  to  yon  how  much 

lot  to  live,  during  nearly  the  whole  of  my  greater  has  been  the  comfort  of  my  life,  ^ind 

professional  career,  where  I  had  abundant  how  mudi  less  cause  I  have  had  for  profea- 
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dotial  anxioty,  tince  I  altered  my  mode  of  end  it  ii  to  be  attributed  to  the  operation  of 

practice,  than  was  tbe  case  formeriy.  the  lame  predisponng  causes. 

Let  me  not,  however,  be  misunderstood  as  Another  source  of  mischief  after  operation 

FBOomniending  that  the  subjects  of  operations  is  what  may  be  called  gtmgrtnoua  inflamrna^ 

are  to  be  crammed  with  animal  food,  or  that  Hon ;  that  is,  an  inflammation  which  proceeds 

wine  and  porter,  and  brandy,  are  to  be  freely  almost    immediately   to  a   termination    in 

and  indiscriminately  administered.      As  I  gangrene  and  sloughing. 

have  already  explained  to  you,  there  are  This  assumes  a  somewhat  different  fojm  in 

some  indivjdoals  who  require  to  be  placed  on  different  cases. 

a  more  moderate  system  of  diet  than  thst  A  large  gross  fat  man,  who  had  been  much 
to  which  they  have  lately  been  accustomed,  .  addicted  to  drinking  spirits,  was  admitted 
to  prepare  them  for  an  operation :  and  in  into  this  hospital,  when  I  was  assistant- 
the  majoritv  of  caaea  food  should  be  given  surgeon,  with  an  enormous  irreducible  in- 
cantioasly  for  the  first  day  or  two  after  the  guinal  hernia  in  a  state  of  strangulation.  I 
operation  haa  been  performed,  and  under  all  divided  the  stricture,  which  wss  in  the  ex- 
circumstanoea  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  temal  abdominal  ring,  and  did  nothing  more, 
surgeon  to  watdi  the  preaent  symptoms,  to  The  bowels  acted  freely  afterwards,  but  on 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  patient's  the  third  day  the  skin  in  the  neighbourhood 
previous  habits,  and  co  be  careful  not  to  ad-  of  the  wound  was  inflamed,  and  in  some 
minister  either  animal  food  or  stimulants  in  places  there  were  vesications  on  its  surfsce. 
such  quantity  as  to  excite  the  pulse,  or  The  inflammation  extended  rapidly  to  the 
faicrease  the  heat  of  the  skin  ;  or  to  load  the  rest  of  the  integuments  of  the  abdomen,  and 
•lomach  with  that  which  it  cannot  easily  in  two  days  more  the  whole  of  them  were  in 
digest.  It  is  dangerous  to  keep  a  patient  a  state  of  mortification.  The  patient  died, 
very  low  who  has  been  aoeustomed  to  a  very  You  meet  with  the  same  disease,  though 
fhU  diet ;  and  it  is  also  dangerous  all  at  once  not  exactly  in  the  same  shape,  in  what  is 
to  supply  a  very  full  diet  to  one  who  has  commonly  called  "  a  sloughing  stump"  after 
been  accustomed  to  a  very  scanty  fture.  An  amputation.  The  stump  inflames,  and  he- 
individual  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  drink-  comes  swollen,  painfiil,  and  tender.  You  are 
ing  nothing  but  water,  will  require  wine,  and  compelled  to  loosen  the  bandages.  A  dirty 
porter,  and  brandy,  only  in  a  very  small  serous  discharge  exudes  through  the  dressings, 
quantity,  or  on  extraordinary  ocoMions;  After  four  or  five  days  you  remove  tiie 
while  another,  who  is  habituated  to  the  use  of  plasters,  and  find  not  only  that  there  is  no 
such  stimulsnts,  cannot  be  deprived  of  them  attempt  at  union,  but  that  the  whole  of  the 
more  than  a  very  few  days,  without  suffering  cut  surfaces  are  in  a  state  of  gangrene, 
materially  from  the  privation.  I  have  often  Sloughs  become  separsted,  but  others  are 
in  tUa  hospital  found  it  expedient  to  give  a  formed,  and  thus  a  rapid  destruction  of  the 
gin*dtinker  a  moderate  quantity  of  gin  even  soft  parta  takes  place,  leaving  the  bone  pro- 
on  the  day  immediately  following  some  jecting,  deprived  of  periosteum,  and  dead  in 
opontion  or  dangerous  accident.  the  centre. 

Another  inflammatory  afltetion  which  In  another  case  a  diffuse  inflammation  ez- 
aometimetarisesastfae  consequence  of  an  ope-  tends  along  the  cellular  membrane,  pro- 
ration, has  itsseat  in  the  veins  whichhave  been  ducing  an  effVision  of  serum  and  ill-formed 
tied  or  divided.  This  occurs  under  circiun-  pus.  At  first  the  surfhce  of  the  skin  has 
llanoea  very  similar  to  those  under  which  we  only  a  dingy  reddish  hue ;  <but  the  cellular 
vseet  with  erysipelas :  banning  some  days  membrane  underneath  has  lost  its  vitality. 
aftor  tl«  operation  was  performed,  and  being  Mortification  of  the  skin  follows  in  patches, 
frequently  ushered  in  by  a  rigor,  but  being  a  and  often  takea  place  to  a  great  extent. 
mora  formidable  disease  than  eryripelas,  in-  Sometimes  the  progress  of  these  frightful 
asmuch  as  it  attacks  more  important  organs,  changes  is  rapid,  the  whole  of  a  limb  being 
and  eait  generally  terminates  in  suppuration,  involved  in  them,  and  the  patient  sinking, 
and  in  a  collection  of  pus  in  the  cavity  of  the  from  the  impression  which  they  have  made 
infbned  veasel.  lliis  disease  when  once  on  his  system,  in  tbe  course  of  five  or  six 
begun  is  little  underlie  dominion  of  remedies,  days.  At  other  times  the  progress  is  com- 
bat much  may  be  done  towards  preventing  paratively  slow,  and  a  fortnight  may  elapse 
iti  existence :  and  all  tbe  experience  which  I  before  the  fhte  of  the  patient,  as  to  life  or 
IwfO  bad  on  the  subject  would  lesd  me  to  death,  is  finally  determined. 
beUcve  that,  like  erysipelas,  it  has  itsorigin  in  But,  whatever  may  be  the  exact  character 
a  low  aathenic  state  of  the  system,  and  that  which  the  gangrenous  inflammation  assumes, 
those  poiOBa  are  espeelally  liable  to  it  who  you  may  beaasnred  thatit  is  always  an  indioa- 
haive  been  modi  lowered  by  hMiionliage  at  tlon  of  a  low  and  depressed  state  of  the  pa- 
tha  Una  of  the  operatloB,  or  by  a  too  scanty  tient's  eonslitntioo.  According  to  my  ex- 
4bt  before  or  aftarwards.  Arterial,  in  some  perience  it  occurs  especially  in  those  who 
aeeompaniea  venooa  inflammation,  havabcen  habitnally  tntamperate,  indulging  in 
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the  free  use  of  Bptrituous  or  strong  fermented  form  the  operation  on  him,  on  aeoonnt  of  the 

liquom.   In  persons  of  such  habits  it  is  always  general  state  of  his  health,  and  adviied  him 

prudent  for  you  to  avoid  the  performance  of  to  return  to  his  residence  in  the  eonntiy .  He 

an  operation,  except  it  be  a  matter  of  absolute  came  back  to  me,  howeTer,«flome  tone  after- 

necessity.     If  that  necessity  should  exist,  wards,  suffering  so  much  inoonTemenoe  tiwt 

and  symptoms  of  gangrenous  inflammation  he  said  he  must  get  rid  of  the  disease  at  all 

shoiUd  ensue,  bear  in  mind  that  to  treat  it  hasards.    I  hare  told  you  the  result.     Sinoe 

by  blood-letting,  and  what  are  commonly  these  cases  occurred,  wherever  I  have  had 

called  antiphlogistic  remedies,  is,  for  the  any  doubts  about  the  state  of  the  patient's 

most  part,  the  way  to  make  it  more  rapid  in  health  I  have  always  examined  the  wine, 

its  progress,  and  more  destructiye.    A  treat-  I  do  not  say  that  the  exiatenoe  of  aUmmen  in 

ment  the  directly  opposite  to  tins  is  what  is  the  urine  is  in  all  cases  to  prevent  an  opera- 

really  required  ;  and  with  a  view  to  preven-  tion ;  for  I  haTe  no  doubt  that  it  is 


tion,  the  safest  thing  to  do,  in  the  case  of  a  times  accidental  and  temporary :   and  yon 

person  of  intemperate  habits,  is  to  allow  him  must  be  aware  that  in  some  Insfajncea  (as  in 

a  certain  quantity  of  his  accustomed  stimu-  those  of  haemorrhoids  attended  with   very 

Itts  from  the  beginning,  that  is,  even  from  profuse  discharges  of  blood),  the  danger 

the  day  of  the  operation.  from  the  disease  may  be  so  great  titat,  even  if 

But  it  is  not  in  drinkers  of  spirituous  and  there  be  danger  from  the  operation,  sndi 

fermented  liquors  alone  that  we  meet  with  danger  must   be   overiooked.      Still,  this 

this  kind  of  inflammation.     Persons  of  a  condition  of  the  urine  should  be  alwajrs 

broken  constitution  from  other  causes  are  regarded  as  a  reason  for  proceeding  very 

liable  to  it  also.    Dr.  Prout  has  observed  cautiously;  and  I  should  be  always  very  on- 

that  those  who  labour  und^  diabetes  are  willingto  have  recourse  to  an  operation  where 

affected  with  carbuncle  in  a  great  number  of  it  proved  to  be  habitual, 
instances.     A  gentleman  labouring  under         For  the  sake  of  making  the  subject  as 

diabetes  received  an  accidental  wound  on  one  plain  as  possible,  I   have  described  these 

side  of  his  head.     Within  a  week  he  was  varieties  of  inflammation,  which  sometimes 

dead,  a  victim  to  extensive  inflammation  and  follow  operations,  as  being  quite  separate  and 

sloughing  of  the  scalp.     If  he  had  been  in  distinct  from  each  other.     Still  in  praetioe 

healtii  such  a  wound  as  he  received  would  you  will  not  unfrecjuentlyflnd  them  existing 

have  been  of  no  consequence;  but  in  the  in  combination.    One  patient  will  have  ery- 

state  in  which  he  was  the  removal  of  a  small  sipelas  terminating  in  sloughing  and  abaoess, 

encysted  tumor  from  his  scalpwonld  have  been  and  when  you  examine  the  body  alter  death 

equally  fatal.  Ihavehad&emisfortuneoflos-  you  will  find  the  veins  to  be  filled  with  poa 

ing  three  patients  out  of  the  great  number  on  also.    Another  has  diiAised  inflammation  of 

whom,  in  the  course  of  the  last  thirty  yean,  the  cellular  membrane  in  the  finit  instanoet 

I  have  performed  the  operation  of  applying  but  alter  some  time  inflammation  bearing  all 

•  a  ligature  to  internal  piles.  In  each  of  these  the  characters  of  erysipelas  shews  itself  in 
cases,  on  examination  after  death,  I  found  the  integuments.  Again,  er3r8ipelas  may  all 
diffuse  inflammation  and  a  sloughy  condi-  at  once  proceed  to  gangrene  and  sphaodna. 
tion  of  the  cellular  membrane  l^tween  the  A  young  woman  had  a  small  aehrriioaa 
mucous  membrane  of  the  intestine  and  tumor  removed  Irom  her  nedc.  On  that 
muscular  tunic,  and  also  externally  to  the  very  evening  she  had  a  rigor.  On  the  fill- 
muscular  tunic  as  high  as  the  mesentery,  lovdng  morning  there  was  well-merked  ery- 
and  even  between  its  layers.  In  one  of  them  sipelas  of  the  skin  of  the  neck,  extending 
there  was  a  diseased  condition  of  the  kidney,  downwards  over  the  whole  of  the  anterior 
and  the  urine,  which  was  carefully  examined  part  of  the  chest.     No  proper  reaction  had 

,  by  Dr.  Prout,  was  found  to  be  loaded  with  taken  place  after  the  rigor :  the  pulse  waa 

albumen,  and  of  a  very  high  specific  gravity  small  and  weak,  and  the  extremitiea  were 

(1  '035).     In  the  second  there  was  adiseased  cold.    In  a  few  hours  the  whole  of  the  akin 

condition  of  the  kidneys  also.  The  urine  un-  affected  by  the  erysipelas  was  in  a  stale  of 

fortunately  was  not  examined,  but  you  will  mortification ;  and  in  less  than  forty*aight 

know  pretty  nearly  what  it  must  have  been  hours  finom  the  time  of  the  operatioB  the 

when  I  tell  you  that  in  the  bladder  I  found  a  patient  was  no  more.     A  poor  girl,  vrlio 

•  solid  oval  body  of  the  size  of  an  almond,  came  from  the  country  to  be  admitted  into 
and  having  an  appearance  like  that  of  amber;  St.  Greoiige's  Hospital,  on  her  journey  liad 
in  short,  a  fibriaous  calculus ;  and,  as  it  the  skin  over  one  breast  slightly  chafed  by 
happens,  the  only  specimen  of  this  variety  of  the  whalebone  of  her  stays*  On  the  fbllow- 
urinary  deposit  which  has  come  under  my  ing  morning  she  had  a  severe  rigor,  fimn  the 
observation.  The  third  case  was  that  of  a  effects  of  which  she  never  completely  re- 
patient  who  had  laboured  under  disease  of  covered.  ErysipeiaB  supervened,  V^g<«minc 
tlie  digestive  organs,  and  was  of  a  broken  where  the  skin  had  been  diafed,  and  extand- 
constitution.    At  first  I  had  refused  to  per-  ing  rapidly  over  the  whole  of  tfe»  Ibcepsrt  of 
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the  clMtt.    The  ikin  thui  affected  became  venoiia  inflammatioii  io  the  injured  part,  or 

almoet   immediatdy  gangrenoiu,  and  she  of  suppuration  on  the  surface  of  dw  dura 

died  with  it  in  a  state  of  complete  mortifica-  mater ;  while  the  peritoneum  was  uni^ersallj 

tion  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days  from  inflamed,  and  the  intestines  were  agglutinated 

the  commencement  of  the  attack.    Both  of  to  each  other    by  coagulated  lymph.      I 

these  cases  occurred  in  the  summer,  when  migfit,  if  it  were  necessary,  produce  a  great 

the  beat  was  most  unusually  intense ;  and  number  of  similar  eiamplcs ;  but  these  ore 

they  taught  me  a  lesson  which  I  have  never  quite  suflident  for  my  present    purpose, 

forgotten-^namdy,  that  operations  which  are  Having  now  watched  the  progress  of  a  great 

not  of  an  immediate  necessity  diould  not  be  numbOT  of  cases  of  this  deeeription,  I  am  led 

performed   when  the  temperature  of   the  to  believe  that  these  secondary  inflammations 

atmosphere  is  very  much  above  the  ordinary  are  to  be  attributed  not  to  the  entrance  of 

standard.  pus  into  the  vessels,  and  tiie  transfer  of  it 

There  is  still  another  daes  of  inflamma-  when  secreted  in  one    part    through    the 

tory  affections  to  which  the  attention  of  our  medium  of  the  circulation  to  some  other 

profession  has    of   late    years  been  much  part  of  the  body,  but  to  the  long  continuance 

directed,  consequent  on  acddental  injuries,  of  a  low  febrile  excitement  of  the  system. 

and  on  surgical  operations,  which  1  most  However  that  may  be,  these  cases  are  replete 

not  pass  over  unnoticed.    The  seat  of  these  with  danger,     llie  rule  is,  that  they  ter. 

inflammations  is  not  in  the  part  which  has  minate  fetally ;  and  the  exceptions  to  this 

been  injured,  or  which  has  beim  the  subject  rule  are  very  rare. 

of  the  operation,  but  at  a  distance  from  it.  Still  such  exceptions  exist,  and  every  now 

A  man  has  an  injury  of  the  head,  and,  when  and  then  you  will  And  the  secondary  inflam- 

he  dies  some  time  afterwards,  you  find  de-  mation  to  subside  without  going  on  to  the 

posita  of  pus  in  the  lungs,  or  abscesses  of  deposit  of  pus.     One  such  case  is  probably 

the  liver.    In  another  case  there  are  symp-  in  the  recollection  of  some  of  those  whom  I 

toms  of  cellular  inflammation  and  sup^ura-  now  address.     It  was  that  of  the  last  patient 

tion  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder  after  (George  Bean),  in  whom  I  tied  the  external 

lithotomy ;   but  death  does  not  take  place  iliac  artery  before  I  resigned  my  oflioe  as 

immediately :   the  case  is  protracted ;  and  surgeon  to  the  hospital.     On  the  evening 

before    he    dies    the  patient   suffen  firom  after  the  operation,  the  whole  of  the  abdo- 

swelling,    inflammation,    suppuration,  and  men  became  painftil  and  tender ;  the  pulse 

sloughiog  of  the  parotid  glands ;  for  there  was  frequent ;  the  skin  hot ;  the  tongue  dry, 

is  a  purulent  deposit  in  each  of  the  knee-  and  brown.     Some  blood  was  taken  from 

joints.     In  other  cases  there  are  deposits  of  the  arm.     On  the  following  day,   as  the 

pus  in  the  cellular  membranes,  or  of  serum,  symptoms  continued,   Mr.   Cutler,   in  my 

lymph,  and  pus,  in  the  peritoneum  or  pleurae,  absence,  repeated  the  blood-letting.     On  the 

Now  it  has  been  supposed  by  some  that,  second  day  after  the  operation,  the  symp- 

in    these    cases,    the    secondary  disease  i»  toms  bdng  not  at  all  relieved,  I  destroyed 

always  connected  with  venous  inflammation,  the  adhesion  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  with 

and  that  the  circumstance  may  be  explained  a  probe,  and  gave  exit  to  some  sanious 

by  supposing  that  pus  secreted  by  the  inner  matter  collected  within.     Finding  that  the 

surface  of  tl^  veins  is  carried  into  the  torrent  man  had  been  a  dram-drinker,  instead  of 

of  the  circulation,  and  afterwards  deposited,  having  recourse  to  further  depletion,  1  now 

even  without  any  inflammatory  process,  in  ordereid  him  some  medicine  containing  am- 

some  other  and  distant  organ.     I  cannot,  monia,  and  a  small  quantity  of  wine,  with 

however,  believe  that  this  is  the  true  theory  some  beef-tea,  &c.     On  the  following  (that 

of  the  disease.    In  a  case  of  compound  is,  the  third)  day  none  of  the  local  symp- 

fracture  of  the  rig^t  l^,  in  which  the  patient  toms  were  relieved,  and  the  constitutional 

died  at  the  end  of  a  month  with  deposits  of  symptoms  were  much  aggravated ;  and  in 

pus  in  the  longs  and  liver,  and  in  the  cellular  addition  to  that  which  had  existed  previously, 

membrsne  over  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  there  was  a  most  intense  paio,  with  swelling 

near  the  left  (or  opposite)  groin,  the  veins  and  tenderness  in  the  right  shoulder,  (that  is, 

were  most  carefully  examhied  every  where,  the  shoulder  of  the  opposite  side  to  that  on 

but  no  venovs  inflammatioa  could  be  de-  which  the  artery  had  been  tied).     I  now  left 

tected*     In  another  man,  who  died  after  a  off  all  medicine,  and  prescribed  half  a  pint 

surgeon  had  most  ii^vdieiously  applied  the  of  red  wine  to  be  taken  daily,  with  such 

canstie  potash  to  the  skin  over  the  oodput,  nutriment  as  the  stomach  would  recdve. 

so  as  to  make  a  slough  of  all  the  soft  parte,  The  pain  in  the  shoulder,  with  some  degree 

and  expose  the  bone  itself,  I  had  the  oppor-  of  swelling,  continued  for  a  considerable 

toaity  of  examining  the  body  after  death,  time ;  but  on  the  quantity  of  stimulus  bdng 

and  found  the  dwra  ^  mmier  detached  from  further  increased,  this,  as  well  as  the  other 

the  inaide  of  the  bone  to  the  ssme  extent  as  symptoms,    gradually    subsided,    and    the 

the  destmction  of  the  pericranium  had  taken  patient  ultimatdy  recovered.     I  am  induced 

place  on  the  omtetde ;  and  no  trace  dther  of  to  mentioo  to  you  bridly  the  principd  cir- 
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cimiitenoei  of  this  cue,  becanae,  m  tliey  the  lyitematie  courw  of  lectwiei  ddivepsd 

were  inetructiTe  to  myidf,  lo  I  hope  that  in  this  theatre  by  Mr.  C«nr  Uawkina.     It 

they  may  be  not  uninatmctiTe  to  you.  They  it  nifficie&t  for  my  prcient  pnrpoie  that  I 

show  that  a  leoondary  inflammation,  snch  as  should   observe,  that  the  symptoms  vary 

might  be  expected  in  the  common  course  of  somewhat  in  different  cases,  and  tiiat  the 

things  to  proceed  to  a  purulent  deposit,  degree  of  danger  yaries  aldo. 
may,  in  some  instances,  be  made  to  terminate        Now,  according  to  my  obserratiOBB,  the 

in  resolution.     They  furnish   also  an  ex*  cases  in  which  this  disturbed  state  of  the 


ample  of  a  low  inflammatory  affection  in  a  nenrous  system  follows  accidental  inji 

person  accustomed  to  the  use  of  spirits,  and  operations  in  the  London  hoapitala,  aro 

being  relieved  not  by  bleeding,  antimonials,  chiefly  those  of  individuals  who  had  habitn- 

and  purgatives,  but  by  a  directly  opposite  ally  indulged  too  much  in  the  use  of  £er- 

method  of  treatment ;   namely,  the  prudent  mented  and  spirituous  liquors,  and  espe- 

exhibition  of  stimulants  and  nourishments :  dally  c^  dram-drinkers ;  and  in  the  maiority 

thus  confirming  the  observations  which  I  of  these  cases  the  symptoms  imnoeitiateij 

have  already  made  on  this  important  point  follow  the  sudden  abstraction  of  the  aecoe- 

in  surgical  practice.  tomed  stimulus.      A  msn  who  has  beea 

Besides  the  various  sources  of  danger  accustomed  to  drink  his  bottle  of  wine  daily , 
after  operations  to  which  I  have  just  called  with  the  addition  perhaps  of  some  porter  et 
your  attention,  and  which  are  all  connected  his  dinner,  or  to  swallow  daily  one  or  two 
with  inflammatory  action,  there  are  others  pints  of  gin  or  brandy,  should,  after  sa  ope- 
not  less  important  which  are  connected  with  ration  (unless  there  be  some  very  potent 
derangement  of  the  function  of  the  nervous  reason  against  it),  be  at  onoe  sllowed  a 
system.  moderate  proportion  of  his  usual  liquor* 

As  a  wound  made  accidentally  may  be  and  perhaps  a  still  larger  quantity  after- 

fbllowed  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days  or  a  wards :   or  if  aLtention  has  not  been  paid 

fortnight  by  symptoms  of  tetanus,  so  that  to  this  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  symp- 

made  by  the  hand  of  the  surgeon  may  pro-  toms  of  traumatic  mania  have  b^gon  to 

duce  the  same  unfortunate  result.      You  shew  themselves,  wine,  or  gin,  or  brsiidyv 

must  not,  however,    (in  this  climate,    at  with  the  addition  of  the  acetate  or  mariata 

least,)  allow  the  apprehension  of  this  terrible  of  morphia,  should  be  immediately  exhibited^ 

disease  to  enter  into  your  calculation.     It  with  a  view  to  arrest  its  progress.     In  some 

is  just  as  probable  that  it  will  occur  after  few  cases  of  persons  whose  habits  have  pre* 

the  most  trifling  operations,  sueh  as  you  disposed  them  to  this  disease,  there  may 

perform  daily,  as  after  those  which  are  most  perhaps  be  inflammatory  symptoms  of  auch 

difficult  and  complicated ;  and  the  chance  of  a  nature  as  to  justify  or  demand  the  nae  o€ 

this  occurrence  after  either  the  one  or  the  the  lancet,  and  other  methods  of  depletaoa, 

other  is  so  very  small,  that  for  all  practical  in  the  first  instance.    This  treatment,  how* 

purposes  you  may  regard  it  as  none  at  all.  ever,  will  only  make  the  patient  more  liable 

If  you  were  to  take  account  of  such  small  to  traumatic  mania  afterwards,  and  hia  life 

chances  as  this,   you  would  not  make    a  will  certainly  be  sacrificed  unless  you  exer- 

joumey  on  horseback  for  the  fear  of  being  oise  a  sound  judgment  in  choosing  the  exact 

thrown  off  your  horse  and  killed  {  nor  would  moment  of  time  in  which  you  shall  alter 

you  venture  to  travel  in  a  mail-coach,  or  in  your  treatment,  and  substitute  the  oautioas 

a  railroad-carriage.    Besides,   we  have  no  exhibition  of  stimuli  and  opiates  for  t^at 

such  knowledge  as  will  enable  us  to  say  in  which  you  had  employed  previously, 

what  partioular  case  it  is  most  probable  that  Nervous  symptoms,  which  are  fssentially, 

tetanus  will  occur,  nor  how  it  is  to  be  avoided  though  not  in  ail  minute  particulan,  of  the 

or  prevented.  same  character  as  those  which  arise  in  per- 

if ou  have  heard  of,  and  most  of  yon  have  sons  who  have  been  too  much  addicted  to 

witnessed,  a  disturbed  state  of  the  nervous  strong  potations,  may  arise  under  other  cir* 

system  which  sometimes  follows  local  in-  cumstances.     In  the  museum  of  this  hoapi- 

juries,  and  to  which  M.  Dupuytren  has  tal  you  will  find  the  lower  portion  of  a  tibia 

given    the   name   of    traumatic    delirium,  divided  longitudinally,  and  exhibiting  the 

though  that  of  traumatic  mania  would  be  a  cavity  of  an  abscess  in  the  cancellous  strao* 

more  appropriate  appellation.    This  disease  ture  immediately  above  the  ankle.    I  shdl 

may  follow  the  injury  done  by  an  operation  give  you  briefly  the  hirtory  of  this  case,  n 

as  well  as  that  which  arises  from  an  accident,  it  will  serve  to  illustrate  oaf  preeeat  ia- 

Hie  case  is  always  replete  with  danger,  and  quiry,  and  is  of  much  interest    Thepaticat 

not  unfrequently,  even  in  spite  of  the  most  was  a  young  man  about  tweaty-four  yeaca 

judicious  treatment,  the  termination  of  it  is  of  age,  and  he  ooaeolted  me  raUier  man 

&tal.     It  is  not  my  intention  to  occupy  than  eighteen  years  ago  under  the  foUowiag 

your  time  by  giving  an  exact  history  of  the  cireumstsnoes.     He  had  aa  enlaigeaieBt  of 

symptoms  and   progress    of  the  disease  :  the  lower  extremity  of  the  right  tUria,  with 

these  being,  I  doubt  not,  w^l  described  in  pain,  wfaieh  was  oonetsat  and  at  all  tioic* 
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mv^rt ;  but  he  was  subject  to  paroxysms,  in  have  seen  soTeral  remarkable  cases  of  severe 
which  his  sufferings  were  described  as  being  nervous  symptoms  following  even  smril 
most  excruciating.  These  paroxysms  re-  operations  in  the  former  class  of  patients, 
curred  at  irregular  intervals,  confining  him  The  history  of  such  cases  would  of  itself 
io  his  room  for  many  successive  days,  and  occupy  a  lecture,  and  it  is  sufficient  for  my 
being  attended  with  considerable  constitu-  present  purpose  that  I  should  call  your 
lional  disturbance.  He  had  consulted  many  attention  to  them,  and  that  I  should  state,  as 
surgeons,  without  deriving  any  advantage  the  result  of  my  experience,  that  those  who 
from  their  advice.  The  remedies  which  I  labour  under  disease  of  the  nervous  system 
prescribed  were  of  no  more  avail  than  those  are  among  the  most  unfavourable  subjects 
which  he  had  taken  before  ;  and  when  I  for  all  kind  of  operation.  Even  in  the  case 
proposed  to  him  that  he  should  lose  his  of  a  young  woman  who  is  more  than  com - 
limb,  he  gladly  consented  to  the  operation,  monly  hysterical  I  advise  you  to  proceed 
The  preparation  to  which  I  have  referred  with  caution.  Har  powers  of  life  are  weak : 
you  sufficiently  explains  the  nature  of  the  she  will  ill  bear  any  considerable  hemor- 
disease ;  but  the  termination  of  the  case  is  rhage  ;  and  she  is  more  liable  than  others 
that  which  is  most  to  our  present  purpose,  not  only  to  a  dangerous  disturbance  of  the 
The  patient  bore  the  operation  with  the  nervous  system,  but  also  to  those  low  in- 
utmost  fortitnde,  so  that  a  bystander  could  flammatory  affections  consequent  on  opera- 
not  have  supposed  that  he  suffered  the  tions,  of  which  I  have  spoken  formerly.  I 
smallest  pain.  Immediately  afterwards,  do  not  say  that  you  are  never  to  recommend 
however,  he  became  restless  and  irritable,  an  operation  to  persons  of  this  description  ; 
and  too  much  disposed  to  talk.  Unfortu-  but  I  am  satisfied  that  you  ought  to  have  a 
nately,  in  the  evening  there  was  hsmorrbage  very  sufficient  reason  for  doing  so  ;  and  I 
from  the  stump,  which  ceased  on  the  re-  advise  you,  if  sn  operation  be  determined 
moval  of  the  dressings  and  ooagula,  though  on,  to  make  every  possible  provision  against 
not  until  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood  much  loss  of  blood ;  and  to  endeavour  to 
had  been  lost.  During  the  night  he  had  sustain  the  powers  of  the  system  by  the 
no  sleep,  and  on  the  following  morning  h!b  careful  administration  of  nourishment,  and 
was  restless  and  incessantly  talking,  with  a  even  of  stimuli  afterwards, 
rapid  pulse.  These  symptoms  became  ag-  I  need  scarcely  tell  you  that,  as  a  general 
gravated.  There  was  no  disposition  to  rule,  the  existence  of  organic  disease  in  any 
sleep,  and  the  pulse  became  so  rapid  that  it  organ  that  is  concerned  in  the  vital  Amc> 
could  be  scarcely  counted.  Until  the  third  tions  should  be  regarded  as  a  great  objec- 
or  fourth  day  the  tongue  remained  dean  and  tion  to  a  surgical  operation.  To  perform 
moist ;  and  afterwards  it  became  dry  and  the  operation  of  lithotomy  where  the  exist- 
somewhat  brown.  There  was  oonstsnt  deli*  ence  of  a  stone  in  the  bladder  is  complicated 
rium.  The  pupils  were  widely  dilated ;  and  with  disease  in  the  kidney,  is  almost  a  sure 
the  sensibility  of  the  retina  wss  so  com-  method  of  shortening  the  patient's  life, 
pletely  destroyed,  that  the  glare  of  a  candle  To  lay  open  a  fistula  of  the  rectum  where 
was  not  perceptible,  even  when  held  close  to  there  is  also  disease  of  the  lungs,  will  pro- 
the  eye.  Death  took  place  on  the  fifth  day  bably  cause  the  tubercles  and  vomicas  of  the 
after  the  operation.  No  morbid  appear-  latter  to  become  more  npidly  developed, 
anoes  were  detected  in  the /io«/-mor/em  exa-  Nothing  but  the  most  pressing  necessity  can 
mination.  justify  an    operation  under  such  circum- 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  imme-  stances.  Still,  such  necessity  may  exist ; 
diate  cause  of  this  patient's  death  was  a  dis-  and  when  it  does  exist,  you  are  not  to  shrink 
turbed  state  of  the  nervous  system  conse-  from  the  responsibility  of  doing  what  is 
quent  on  the  shock  of  the  operation,  but  required.  You  may  be  called  to  a  patient 
probably  aggravated  by  the  secondary  hse-  who  has  an  .aneurism  in  the  popliteal  artery 
morrhage  afterwards ;  and  it  is  reasonable  and  in  the  aorta  at  the  same  time.  To  tie 
to  suppose  that  the  state  of  conatant  misery  the  artery  in  the  thigh,  where  such  a  com- 
and  excitement  in  which  he  had  lived  for  plication  exists,  and  where  there  is  no- 
many  years,  and  which,  as  I  wss  informed,  thing  in  the  state  of  the  popliteal  aneurism 
had  rendered  his  temper  unusually  irritable  to  cause  immediate  danger,  would  be  mad- 
and  capricious,  made  him  more  liable  to  be  nen;  but  to  hesitate  to  do  so,  if  it  were  on 
thus  affected  than  he  would  have  been  other-  the  point  of  bursting,  would  be  cowardly 
wise.             *  and  cruel. 

In  other  cases,  a  corresponding  predis-  Gentlemen,  in  thus  describing  to  you  the 

position    may  be   traced  to  an  originally  various  sources  of  danger  after  surgiod  ope- 

imperfect  construction  of  the  nervous  system,  rations,  my  object  has  been  not  to  diminish, 

shewing  itself,  as  the  patient  attains  tJie  age  but  to  increase  your  confidence  in  operative 

of  puberty,  in  the  form  of  aggravated  hys-  surgery.    The  surgeon  who  goes  blindly  on, 

teria ;  or  perhaps,  at  a  more  advanced  period  not  looking  at  the  evils  which  may  probably 

of  life,  in  that  of  mental  derangement.    I  or  possibly  ensue,  is  a  misehievons  member 
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of  fodety;   while  ke  who  proceeds  wi&  that  of  auscultation  by  Laennec 

dremnspectioii,  end  makes  it  his  business  to  gradual.     STen  in   the    Hippocr&tic 

lesm  what  those  evils  are,  will  know  how  to  writings  we  are  informed  that  •*ifon 

avoid  them,  and  although  he  cannot  always  applying  oar  ear  for  a  time  to  th«  side 

command  sneoess,  stiU  it  wiU  be  only  on  ^e  hear  a  sound  like  that  of  boiUng 

some  comparatively  rare  occasions  that  he  ^negar,  we  shall  know  that  the  cheat 

WiU  expeneni»  the  bitter  disapp(^^  contains  water,  and  not  purulent  mat- 

inding  that  the  efforts  which  he  has  made  «.„ »»     rk.<..  ;i  J<k*«i/>rio  <«MTn»*«.n«««    T»» 

for  his  patient's  good  have  tamed  oat  to  his  \S^'\    ^^  ingenious  countryman,  Dr, 

Lidva^Hje.     *^     ve»™«oation»  Rook,  some  century  and  a  half  ago, 

^ speaks  of  **  the  possibility  of  aiscover- 

ESSAYS  ON  THE  DISEASES  *^5  ^^®  internal  motions  and  actions  of 

o,  THs  bodies  by  the  sound  they  make,     and 

HEART,  GREAT  VESSELS,  AND  ©f  our  "  beinff  able  to  hear  very  plaiiaj 

CIRCULATING  FLUID.  the  beating  of  a  man  s  heart  ^  ....**  the 

n    v>  tv  %jrr\  Stopping  in  the  lungs,  too,  is  eanly  dis- 

ST  R.  WILLIS,  M.D.  covered  by  the  wheering,"    Before  the 

latePbTriciantotbeRoyallnfinaanrforChil'  tells  US  that  he  mmseu,  M.  Bayle»  and 

dren,  &c.  Others,  were  in  the  habit  of  applying 


{For  the  London  Medical  Gazette,)  the  ear  to  the  side  in  studying 

of  the  heart ;  and  in  the  work  of  M. 

iNTaoDucwoif .  Double,  entitled  "  Semeiologie  sfo^ 

Much  as  had  unquestionablv  been  ac-  rale,"  published  in  Uie' vear  1817»  we 

complished  by  the  labours  of  Valsalva,  observe  the  same  proceaure  employed 

Morgagni,  Lancisi,  and  Senac,  in  illus-  In  investigating   the  diseases  of  the 

trating  the  Diseases  of  the  Heart  lungs.    The  amount  of  positive  infor- 

AND  GREAT  VESSELS^  it  is  ouly  siucc  matiou  obtained  up  to  this  time,  how- 

the  means  of  investigation  discovered  ever,  was  next  to  nothing :  various  un- 

by  Avenbrugger  ana   Laennec  have  usual  or  preternatural  sounds,  indeed^ 

been   practised,   that  any  thing  like  were  heard ;  but  the  perception  of  these 

sound  pathology,  accurate  diagnosis,  did  not  yet  qualify  the  listener  to  speak 

and  rational  treatment,  can  be  said  to  in  other  than  the  most  general  terms ; 

have  been  rendered  possible  in  refe-  ^e  had  onlv  assuranee  of  the  presence 

rence  to  the  affections  of  the  cireulat-  of  disease  through  the  medium  of  ano-> 

ing  system.     Our  knowledge  of  the  ther  sense ;  the  precise  meaning  of  the 

diseases  of  this  system,  in  these  times,  sounds  he  heard  was  unknown  i  the 

may,  in  fact,  be  said  to  date  from  the  pathological  states  with  which  thcr^ 

appearance  of  the  celebrated  "  Essai  were  connected  were  unimagined  unUl 

sur  les  Maladies  du  Cceur  et  des  gros  Laennec  appeared. 
Vatsseaux,"  of  Corvisart  (1806.)     But       Consultea  so  lately  as  the  year  1816 

it  is  to  Laennec  that  we  are  especially  by  a  young  woman  labouring  under  the 

indebted  for  the  remarkable  extent  and  generid  symptoms  of  disease   of  the 

precision  of  the  information  which  we  heart,  and  percussion  and  the  contact  of 

now  possess  upon  the  interesting  and  the  hand,  as  employed  by  Corvisart, 

important  subject  of  diseases  of  the  bein^  of  little  avail,  and  the  immediate 

heart  and  its  subordinate  system  of  apphcation  of  the  ear  being  inadmissible 

vessels.    This  great  man  may  not,  in-  for  obvious  reasons,  Laennec  recalled 

deed,  have  been  uniformly  accurate  in  to  mind  the  well-known  fiict  in  aeous- 

the  explanation  he  gave  of  the  pheno*  tics,  viz.  the  great  distinctness  with 

mena  which  he  observed ;  but  httle  or  which  the  scratch  or  prick  of  a  pin  at 

nothing  seems  to  have  escaped  his  oh-  one  end  of  a  piece  or  timber  is  neard 

servation ;  and  where  he  did  not  hew  by  the  ear  applied  to  the  other.    On 

out  the  path  for  us,  he  still  put  the  the  instant  he  rolled  his  note-book  or 

means  into  our  hands  by  which  we  have  quire  of    paper   into  the  form  of  a 

since  been  enabled  to  hew  it  out  for  cvlinder,  and  on  applying 'one  end  of 

ourselves ; — he,   the   fiivoured  of  the  tnis  to  the  patient's  chest,  and  the  other 

gods,  gifted  with  genius,  gathered  the  to  his  ear,  he  was  both  surprised  and 

ample  harvest ;  he  left  but  a  few  scat-  pleased  to  find  that  he  perceived  the 

tered  ears  to  be  picked  up  by  all  who  action  of  the  heart,  as  he  imagined,  in 

came  after  him.  a  far  more  distinct  manner  than  he  had 

Like  so  many  cUher  great  discoveries,  ever  been  able  to  do  i>y  the  immediate 
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application  of  his  head  to  the  walls  of  that  of  the  healthy  adult  female's  heart 

the  chest.    Prom  this  moment  Laenncc  at  about  an  ounce  less,  or  7i  ounces. 

conceived  the  possibility  of  discovering  M.  BouiUaud's  estimate  of  the  weight  of 

the  character  and  import  not  merely  of  the  adult  heart  is  from  8  to  9  ounces, 

thesounds  connected  with  actions  of  the  Weber,  of  Bonn,    after  clearing   the 

heart,  but  of  every  sound  produced  by  hearts  of  two  criminals,  nearly  of  equal 

the  motions  of  the  several  organs  in-  stature,  who  were  executed  by  the  sword 

eluded  within  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  in  the  prime  of  life,  found  the  one  to 

Acting  on  the  suggestion  which  had  thus  weigh  lOi  and  the  other  101  ounces. 

sprung  up  in  his  mind,  he  applied  him-  This  is  considerably  more  than  the  ave- 

self  forthwith  to  the  subject,  and  in  rages  of  both  Clendinning  and  Bouil- 

the  short  period  of  between  two  and  laud ;  but  not  more,  I  apprehend,  than 

three  years  ne  had  accumulated  the  vast  was  to  have  been  anticipated  from,  the 

amountofinformation,and  found  leisure  difference  of  circumstances  in  which 

to  reduce  it  into  the  harmonious  shape  the  subjects  of  observation  were  placed. 

in  which  it  meets  us  in  his  immortal  Clendinning  and  Bouillaud's  estimates 

work  entitled  *'  De  P Auscultation  Me*  were  made  from  the  victims  of  disease, 

diate,  ou  Traits  de  Diaenostique  des  often  the  exhausted  tenants  of  the  hos- 

Maladies des  PoumonsetauCoeur."   (2  pital  and  workhouse;  Weber's,  again, 

tom.  Paris,  1819.)  were  from  vigorous  men,  cut  off  in  full 

This  brief  sketch  will  not,  1  trust,  be  health.    From  eight  to  ten,  and  even 

viewed  as  out  of  place  here.     It  is  eleven  ounces,  accordingto  the  bulk  and 

becoming  in  us  as  philosophers,  and  stature  of  the  individuiu,  may  probably 

gratifying  to  our  fedings  as  men,  to  very  safely  be  assumed  as  the  proper 

preface  ue  discussion  of  one  of  the  weight  of  the  heart  in  the  healthy  adult 

most  important  of  the  divisions  of  prac-  male. 

tical  medicine  with  the  mention  of  his  It  is  very  interesting  to  learn,  as  we 

name  who  has  most  especially  con-  do  from  Dr.  Clendinning^s  inquiries, 

tributed  to  its  illustration ;  to  add  as  it  that  diseases  of  an  exhausting  nature  do 

were  a  fresh  leaf  to  the  wreath  that  not  all  alike  occasion  a  shrinking  in  the 

bound  his  brow.  heart  and  viscera  generally.  In  phthisis 

«»v«»«t«^A««^««».  •....  pulmonalis,  for  example,   instead  of 

PHTsioLooT  o*  THE  MART.  ^^^^^j        ^^  ^^^  muMular  systcm  at 

0/  the  Size  or  Weight  of  the  Healthy  large,  the  heart  appears  actu^y  to  in- 

Heart.  crease  in  size.  The  mean  weight  of 
The  researches  of  Dr.  Clendinning*  the  healthy  heart,  in  a  given  penod  of 
have  thrown  great  lisht  upon  this  point  ^'^t  being  nine  I-lOth  ounces,  its  mean 
of  primary  interest,  Uiough  they  do  not  weight,  in  the  same  interval,  among  the 
appear  tohaveyet  leceiv^  the  attention  ▼ictims  of  phthisis,  is  found  to  be  nine 
from  our  continental  brethren  which  1 -6th  ounces.  Other  wasting  diseases, 
their  importance  desenresf.  Dr.  Clen-  —marasmus,  atrophy  from  any  cause 
dinning  nas  shown  beyond  all  question  s^^e  phthisis,^are  accompanied  with  a 
that  the  heart  is  one  of  the  organs  that  diminution  of  the  heart  as  well  as  of  all 
goes  on  increasing  in  weight  from  birth  ^^  other  structures  of  the  body.— The 
to  the  end  of  li£,  to  whatever  length  mean  weight  of  the  heart  of  seven  sub- 
it  may  be  protracted.  The  heart  has,  j^cts  who  nad  died  of  such  diseases  as 
in  fact,  an  average  augmenting  weight  typhoid  enteritis,  scirrhous  induration 
for  each  decennial  penod  of  life :  ^^  ^^^  pylorus,  chronic  pneumonia  suc- 

Fhmi  15  to  30  the  heart  weighs,  on  an  f^ij^^^.^t  ^  ff  «^°«d' 

average      8i  oonces  by  M.BouiUaud,  to  be  about  five  ounces 

„     30— >60  .    V\\  Si     „  five  drachms;  inone  instance  the  oigan 

„     50— >70  •    i    !    !  94     \\  weighed  no  more  than  about  four  ounces 

„     70  and  npwanls  .    •  Of     „  three  drachms ;  in  none  did  it  exceed 

The  average  weight  of  the  healthy  ^  ounces  and  four  drachms, 

adult  ibale's  heart,  for  all  ages  under  nr*L^  i*!-  e          ^^i    wr  n    rsx 

rixty,  Dr.  Clendinning  ■Ute.irSio,,.;  ^>''i;J3rfey;>*?JgS/'*' 

^^dto^lrurpci  n^uactiom,  «rt.  ixl.  The  Walls  of  the  right  muricl*  of  the 

t  M.  Boiiiilaii(L  in  hi«  elabonte  and  Torv  able  heart  maybe  stated  to  have  a  mean 

work,  entitled  '<Tnut4  Qiniaue  dee  MaUdiM  da  fhirVnMs  nf  alw%nf  nn»  Wnt^  •  tiinv  vnrv 

Coor,"  s  torn,  fturl^  1S4I.  does  not,  to  the  beet  l"®*?^  Of  about  one  Une .  tney  vary 

of  my  knowledge,  refer  to  tbeoL  from  half  a  Ime  to  a  full  Ime  and  a  half. 


6&0  DR.  WILLIS  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE 

Theparietes  of  the  left  auricle  art  wime"  Of  (he  Situmtion  of  the  Hemri  wiikm 
what  thicker ;  they  have  a  mean  thick-  the  Chest, 
ness  of  about  one  line  and  a  half,  and  jhe    bnse    of  the    heart,    in    the 
vary  in  different  cases  from  three  auar-  gfeat  majoritv  of  instances,  is  situated 
ters  of  a  line  to  two  lines,  or  a  httle  at    the    distance    of    from    three    to 
more.    The  walls  of  the  rioAe»ef»lrjWe,  four   inches    below   the  level  of  the 
towards  the  base  of  the  heart,  where  Jeft  clavicle.    The  right  side  of  the 
they  are  generally  thickest,  may  be  said  organ  corresponds  very  nearly  with  the 
to  have  a  mean  thickness  of  nearly  middle  line  of  the  sternum ;  the  left 
three  lines,  rather  less  than  a  quarter  gide  may  be  traced  at  the  distance  of 
of  an  inch ;  they  vary,  in  different  cases,  from  three  inches  and  a  half  to  some- 
between  one  line  and  a  half  or  two  what  more  than  four  inches  to  the  left 
lines,  and  three  Imes  and  a  half.    The  of  the  mesial  line ;  and  the  apex,  as  is 
walls  of  the   left  ventricle  are  much  ^ell  known,  points  to  tlie  space  be- 
stronger.    They  do  not  appear  to  vary  tween  the  fifth  and  sixth  rib.     The 
much,  m  the  great  maionty  of  cases,  whole  organ  occupies  the  region  which 
from  half  an  inch.     Where  they  are  includes  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum 
thinnest,  they  will  measure  five  lines ;  and  the  cartilages  of  the  fifth,  sixth, 
where  thickest,  about  seven  hues.  and  seventh  true  ribs.     Inferiorly  the 

The  thickness  of  the  interventricular  heart  rests  upon  the  diaphragm  over 

septum    appears    to  correspond  very  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver.    Anteriorly 

closely  with  that  of  the  walls  of  the  it   u    covered    more    or    less    com- 

left  ventricle ;  it  may  be  assumed  at  pletely  by  the  corresponding  margins 

from  five  to  seven  lines,— a  httle  less  or  of  the  right  and  left  lungs  ;  being,  as 

a  little  more  than  half  an  inch.  might  have  been  anticipated,  overlapped 

It  IS  well  to  be  aware  that  different  in  a  considerably  less  degree  by  the 

observers    have    estimated    very    dif-  anterior  mediastinal  edge  of  the  right, 

ferently  the  thickness  of  the  walls  of  than  by  that  of  the  left  lung.    The 

the  several  cavities  of  the  heart.     Pro-  portion  of  the  heart  which  is  uot  over- 

fessor  Lobstein,  of  Strasburg,  for  in-  fapped  by  the  lungs  presents  the  figure 

stance,  epves  a  greater  thickness  to  the  of  a  lozenge  from  an  inch  or  an  inch 

walls  of  the  right  than   of  the  left  and  a  half  to  two  inches  in  diameter, 

auncle,  which  1  cannot  explain  unless  and  is  in  relation  almost  entirely  with 

on  the  supposition  of  a   typographical  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  right  ventricle, 
error.    I  have  followed  M.  BouiUaud, 

whose  measuremente  correspond  very  Of  the  Sounds  audlmpuhe  of  the  Bemrt, 

closely  with  those  which  I  have  made  When  the  ear  is  applied  to  the  pne- 

myself.  cordial  region  of  a  healthy  man,  be- 

Of  the  Capacity  of  the  Auriclet  and  tween  the  cartilages  of  the  fifth  and 

Ventriclet.  sixth  ribs  on  the  left  side,  either  directly 

It  used  to  be  supposed  that  the  rifht  or  by  the  medium  of  the  stethoscope, 
cavities  of  the  heart  were  somewnat  we  are  immediately  aware  of  a  push 
more  ample  than  the  left  cavities.  In  from  within,  which  raises  or  tends  to 
healthy  men  and  animals  there  appears,  raise  the  head  of  the  listener,  and  of 
however,  to  be  no  sensible  difference  two  sounds  which  follow  each  other  in 
between  the  capacities  of  the  two  auri-  quick  succession.  These  phenomena 
cles  and  the  two  ventricles.  It  is  ex-  are  due  to  the  action  of  the  heart ;  the 
tremely  difficult  to  fix  upon  any  quan*  push  being  now  universally  designated 
tity  which  should  express  correctlv  the  the  impulse,  and  the  sounds  spoken  of, 
absolute  capacity  of  any  one  or  the  according  to  the  order  of  their  sequence, 
cavities  of  the  healthy  heart;  this  as  the  ^r</ and  the  xecon^  sounds  of  the 
varies  in  each  particular  instance,  heart.  The  impulse  and  the  first  sound 
according  to  the  state  of  rigidity  of  the  are  observed  to  occur  together;  the 
muscular  fibres,  which  is  familiarlv  second  sound  succeeds  these,  and  is  un- 
known to  differ  with  the  kind  of  deatn  accompanied  by  any  pereeptible  motion, 
which  the  subject  has  died,  the  interval  All  observers  were  speedily  satisfied 
that  has  elapsed  between  the  death  and  of  the  phenomena  now  indicated,  which, 
the  time  at  which  the  examination  is  indeed,  as  objects  of  simple  sensuous 
made,  &c.  The  common  estimate  is  apprehension,  were  not  onen  to  be  dis- 
about  two  ounces  for  the  capacity  of  pu  ted.  The  explanations  tnat  have  been 
each  ventricle.  offered  of  them,  however,  have  been 
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extreoiely  various ;  the  causes  upon  Dr.  Hope,  in  the  first  edition  of  his 

which  they  depend  have  been  conceived  work  on  the  Heart  (Lond.  183 1), ascribed 

as  very  diflferent,  bv  different  inquirers,  the  first  sound  to  sonorous  vibrations 

Laennec,alon^  with  the  older  writers  on  excited  in  the  blood  by  the  contraction 

physiology,  with  Harvey,  Haller,  and  of  the  ventricles ;  the  second  sound  he 

Corvisart,  held  that  the  coni  raction  of  the  also  connected  with  sonorous  vibrations 

ventricles  was  the  cause  of  the  impulse,  set  up  in  the  blood  by  the  effect  of  the 

and  of  the  accompanying  first  sound,  ventncular  collapse.      In  his  second 

and  that  the  contraction  of  the  auricles  edition  (1839),  Dr.  Hope  abandoned 

was  the  cause  of  the  second  sound ;  the  these  views  entirely,  adopting  others 

sound  in  each  case  being  believed  to  held  by  his  contemporaries  and.prede- 

proceed  from  the  shortening  of   the  cessors. 

muscular  fibres.  M.  Rouanet,*  acquainted  with  M. 

This  theory  of  the  sounds  of  the  d'Espine'spaper,and  with Dr.Cars well's 

henrt,  notoriously  at  variance  as  it  was  ezplanatiotiof  the  second  sound,  which 

with    the    univers^ly    acknowledged  he  quotes  at  length,  adopts  our  dis- 

physiolo^cal  order  in  which  the  seve-  tinguished  countryman's  idea,  extends 

ral  portions  of  the  heart  come  into  it,  and  is  the  first  who  goes  the  whole 

play,  remained  for  a  loi^  time  unques-  length  of  connecting  the  first  sound  of 

tioned.    Mr.Tumer,of  Edinburgh,  was  the  heart  with  the  action  of  the  tri- 

the  first  who  took  public  notice  of  the  cuspid  and  mitml,  or  auro-ventricular 

discrepancy  of  making  the  ventricles  valves  of  either  side  of  the  heart.  After 

act  before  the  auricles.    With  Laennec,  giving  a  brief  outline  of  the  various 

he  upheld  the  systole,  or  contraction  of  uieories  of  the  sounds  of   the  heart 

the  ventricles,  as  the  efficient  cause  of  which  had  been  proposed   up  to  the 

the  first  sound ;  he  ascribed  the  second  moment  of  his  writing   himself,  M. 

sound  to  the  diastole,  or  collapse  of  the  Rouanet's  first  proposition  is  to  this 

ventricles.  etkct :  *  Que  le  jeu  des  valvules  ne  pent 

Dr.  Corrigan,  of  Dublin,  who  now  se  faire  sans  bruit,' — *  that  the  {day  of 
took  up  the  question,  believed  the  first  the  valves  cannot  go  on  without  pro- 
sound  of  the  heart  to  be  owing  to  the  ducing  sounds.' 
rush  of  blood  into  the  ventricles ;  the  In  the  following  ^ear,  and  nearly 
second  sound  he  ascribed  to  the  stroke  simultaneously,  sinular  views  were 
of  Uie  inner  walls  of  the  ventricles  one  either  adopted,  or  advocated,  by  Dr. 
upon  another,  consequent  upon  their  Billing,  Mr.  Bryan,  and  Mr.  Carlile, 
rapid  contraction.  Drs.  Stokes  and  with  various  modifications ;  and  the  in- 
Hart,  on  the  other  hand,  maintained  fluence  and  agency  of  the  valves  at  each 
that  the  first  sound  is  to  be  attributed  orifice  of  tiie  ventricles,  in  producing 
to  the  systole  or  contraction  of  the  the  first  and  second  sounds  of  the  heart, 
auricles,  and  the  diastole  or  relaxation  seemed  to  be  brought  a  great  wa^ 
of  the  ventricles ;  the  second  sound  towards  demonstration  by  the  expen- 
they  save  to  the  systole  of  the  ventricles  ments  and  advocacy  of  M.  BouiUaudf. 
and  ute  diastole  of  the  auricles.  Subsequent  inqmries,  however,  ^ent 

M.  Marc  d'Espine,  in  a  memoir  read  as  far  to  shake  the  belief,  now  beoom- 
at  the  Royal  Academv  of  Medicine  of  ing  general,  in  the  large  share  which 
Fbris,  in  July  1831,*  held  that  the  first  the  action  of  the  auri- ventricular  valves 
sound  depended  on  the  contraction  of  had  in  the  production  of  the  first  sound 
the  ventricles  s  the  second  sound  on  the  of  the  heart.  The  Dublin  Sub-com- 
diastole  or  relaxation  of  the  same  mittee  of  the  British  Association  (1835), 
cavities.  It  Is  in  M.  Marc  d'Espine's  for  example,  reverted  to  the  old  theory 
paper  that  1  find  the  first  mention  of  of  sonorous  vibrations  excited  by  the 
the  semilunar  aortic  valves  as  the  rapid  passage  of  the  blood  over  the 
dSicient  agents  in  producing  the  second  irregular  intemid  surfaces  of  the  ven- 
sound ;  an  explanation  which  he  indi-  tricks  in  its  way  to  the  mouths  of  the 
cates  particularly  as  having  been  pro-  great  vessels,  as  the  principal  cause  of 
posed  bv  Dr.  Carswell  some  months  the  first  sound.  Drs.  Wilhams  and 
previously,  but  which  he  combats,  and  Hope,  again,  were  led  back  by  their 
will  not  admit,  the  theory  upon  which  experiments  (1835)  to  muscular  con- 
it  rests  not  being  in  acoordEmce  with  traction  as  the  cause  of  the  first  sound, 
his  own  views. *  TheMt  de  rvit,  issa,  No.  ass.              " 

•  Published  in  Archives  O^n^rsles,  Oct.  ISSl.  t  Traits  CUnique,  Stc  1885. 
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to  fhe  utter  exclusion  x)f  the  action  of  The  cause  of  the  impulae  was  nov 
the  auri-ventricular  valves  as  any  de-  sought  for  in  the  particular  arraiige- 
mentin  its  production.    In  this  con-  mentof  the  muscular  fihres  of  the  heart 
elusion  they  were  supported  hy  the  which  modem  anatomy  had  unfolded. 
Report  of  the  London  Committee  (1836),  The  origins  and  insertions  alike  of  the 
wmch  inferred  that  the  constant  ele-  muscular  bundles  which  compose  the 
ment  in  the  first  sound  is  intrinsic,  and  ventricles  are  the  fibrous  rings  that  snr- 
consists  in  the  sudden  transition  of  the  raond  tbeootklsat  the  base  of  the  hearL 
ventricles  firom  a  state  of  flaccidity  in  In  contracting,  the  muscular  fibres  tend 
diastole  to  one  of  extreme  tension  in  to  draw  every  part  of  the  ventricles 
systole.    Finally,  the  Reports  of  the  towards  the  base;  but  it  is  a  law  in 
London  Committee  for  IS37,  1S36-39,  muscular  motion,  that  fibres  shorten 
and  1839^-40,  appear  to  me  satisfactory  during  their  contraction  in  propcntioa 
upon  ahnost  eveiy  particular  involved  to  their  length  when  relaxed;  and  as 
in  this  intricate  question.  '  It  would  the  muscular  fibres  which  pass  from 
now  seem  to  be  no  longer  doubtful  the  base  to  the  apex  are  longer  on  the 
that  the  first  sound  of  tne  heart  is  anterior  than  on  the  posterior  aspcet  of 
mainly  due  to  the  tension  of  its  muscular  the  heart,  it  follows  that  the  8^>ex  will 
fibres,  and  that  the  auro-ventricular  not  be  approximated  to  the  base  in  the 
valves  only  influence  it  by  rendering  line  of  tne  axis  of  the  ventricles,  Imt 
its  banning  sharp  and  definite.    That  that  it  will  be  drawn  towards  that  side 
the  first  sound  of  the  heart  is  not  where  the  fibres  are  longest,  i,  e.  for- 
connected  with  the  action  of  the  mitral  wards,  by  which  means  the  tnie  tiltiojg 
and   tricuspid  valves,   forced  sharply  of  the  heart  is  produced*.    But  this 
tojgether  by  the  action  of  the  column  rising  of  the  heart  upon  itself  is  not 
oFblood  suddenly  grasped  by  the  ven-  the  sole,  or  even  the  principal,  cause  of 
tricles,  is  made  obvious  bv  the  fact,  the  impulse ;  it  is  mainly  due  to  the 
that  it  is  still  distinctly  audible  in  the  alteration  that  takes  place  in  the  shape 
heart  cut  out  of  the  body  of  a  living  of  the  heart  suddenly  grasping  tli^  un- 
animal  and  pulsating  upon  the  hand  or  yielding  diarge  of  blood  wnich  it  con- 
on  a  table.    The  first  sound  of  the  tains  in  its  interior.  From  an  elongated 
heart  is  imitated  with  amazing  close-  and  triangular  form  it   is   suddenly 
ness  b^  the  rapid  contraction  of  the  moulded  into  one  that  isnearlyglobular, 
abdominal  muscles  in  a  forced  expira-  and,  resisted  behind, it  leaps  forward  and 
tion.    The  first  sound  is  also,  in  certain  strikes  the  anterior  walls  of  the  chestf. 
cases,  aided  or  increased  in  its  extent  The  following  is  a  brief  statement  of 
and  loudness  by  the  heart  striking  the  the  whole  subject,  as  regards  the  eon- 
parietes  of  the  thorax  at  the  moment  tractions,  motions,  and  sounds  of  the 
of  its  systole.    In  general,  however,  heart : — The  impulse,  the  pulse  of  the 
when  the  heart  is  beating  naturally,  great  arteries,  and  the  first  sound,  oc- 
the  first  sound  is  not  sensibly  connected  cur  along  with  the  systole  or  contnc- 
with  the  impulse.  tion  of  the  ventricles.     The  second 
The  impulse  of  the  heart  was  long  sound  occurs  at  the  moment  of  the 
explained,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  on  diastole  or  relaxation  of  the  ventricles, 
the  supposition  of  a  libration  of  the  The  cause'  of  the  impulse  appears 
organ  at  the  moment  of  its  systole,  in  the  main  to  be  connected  witn  an 
Resisted  by  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrsB  alteration  in  the  shape  of  Uie  ventricks. 
behind,  and  resting  in  some  sort  upon  The  cause  of  the  pulse  in  the  arte- 
the  two  great  arteries  to  which  it  gave  ries — which  is  consequent  on,  rather 
origin,  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery,  than  coincident  with,  thetsontraetion  of 
it  was  conceived  that  when  they  were  the  ventricles— is  me  wave  of  blood 
suddenlv  distended  with  blood,  the  apex  propagated  from  the  heart  to  the  ex- 
of  the  heart  must  necessarily  be  pro-  treme  divisions  of  these  vessels, 
jected  forwards,  and  so  made  to  strike  The  cause  of  the  first  sound  is  espe- 
against  the  ribs.    But  the  most  careful  daily  the  sudden  tension  of  the  mus- 
study  of  the  action  of  the  heart  in  the     . 

living  animal  discovered  no  such  libra-  !  S?%»  ^.  »ei»rt  Brit.  AMociatkMi.  iss4. 

«{A«rT;«w%»  4k>  rp»A«f  ^^^^^  .o  TJ».»<>„  t  or-  Clendmning  sayi  tbat  there  is  dUatatioB 

tion  unon  the  great  arteries  as  Harvey  erery  where  at  the  moment  of  syBtole ;  Kat  this  h 

and  Haller,  and  all  the  most  distin-  impoMible.  There  mart  be  thortenmf  id  the  loi^ 

miished  nhvaioloffiBta  of  the  bv-cpone  diameter  of  the  heart  in  the  same  pn^ortioa  aa 

f«r^^  *^ vT  ?      ^                      oy-gone  there  ig  extension;  in  the  short  dSamcteri  of  the 

age,  aescnbed.  organ. 
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cular  fibres  of  the  Tentrlcles,  and,  in  tain   pathological   conditions  of  the 

some  less  degree,  the  sadden  closure  heart. 

of  the  anro>ventricnlar  orifices  by  the  The  impulse   of  the   heart   varies 

mitral  and  tricuspid  valTes  effected  by  greatly  in  different  cases.    That  of  the 

the  column  of  olood   forced  against  perfectly  healthy  heart  of  a  subject  not 

them  by  the  rapid  and  powerful  grasp  orer  excitable  or  nervous,  is  only  to  be 

of  the  ventricles.  felt  by  placing  the  stethoscope,  or  the 

The  cause  of  the  second  sound  is  the  ear,  on  some  point  between  we  carti- 
tension  and  sudden  closure  of  the  sig-  lages  of  the  fifth  and  seventh  rib  of 
moid  or  semilunar  valves  situated  at  the  left  side.  In  susceptible  or  ner- 
the  root  of  the  aorta  and  of  the  pulmo-  vous  subjects  the  imptdse  is  often  per- 
nary  artery,  effected  by  the  column  of  ceptible  over  a  considerably  larger 
blood  powerfully  actedonby  the  elastic  space,  without  the  heart  being  there- 
force  of  the  arteries  just  injected.  The  fore  diseased.  In  fat  subjects  the  im- 
necessary  prelude  to  the  second  sound  pulse  is  sometimes  not  to  be  felt  at  all, 
is  therefore  the  diastole  or  relaxation  of  or  at  most  over  a  single  and  very  li- 
the ventricles ;  its  effectual  agent  is  the  mited  point.  In  lean  and  vigorous 
elastic  power  of  the  aorta  and  pulmo-  subjects,  on  the  contrary,  the  impulse 
nary  artery;  that  upon  which  it  imme-  is  scarcely  ever  otherwise  than  dis- 
diately  depends  is  the  smacking  toge-  tinctly  appreciable  over  some  square 
ther  of  the  semilunar  valves.  inch  and  half  or  so  of  the  left  thoracic 

The  phenomena  which  constitute  the  parietes. 

action  of  the  heart  in  their  order  are  (To  be  oontinaed.] 

these:— First,  the  auricular  systole  or    • • 

contraction,  which,  although  accom-  ON    MORTIFICATION, 

panied  by  a  slight  sound  in  reality,  is  not  t>    •»    «   c               -a 

to  be  appreciated  externally  by  either  ^^  ^  ^-  Stafford,  Eaa. 

sound  or  motion  j  secondly,  the  ventn-  *  cwnhridge,  aud  Sureeon  to  St.  Mwy- 

cnlar  systole  and  auricular  diastole,  pro-  lebone  ini&nianr. 

claimed  by  the  impulse  of  the  heart,  the  (For  the  London  Medical  Gagette,) 

arterial  pul8e,and  tnefirst  sound ;  thirdly,  

the  ventricular  diastole  and  auricular  Theab  has  lately  been  in  the  St.  Mary- 
systole,  not  indicated  by,  nor  effective  lebone  Infirmary  a  most  interesting 
in  producing,  any  appreciable  pheno-  case  of  mortification  or  ^ngrene  under 
mena,  but  instantly  followed,  or  rather  mv  care.  It  occurred  m  a  poor  boy 
at  its  beginning  accompanied,  b^  the  who  had  been  nearly  starved  to  death, 
second  sound,  the  click  of  the  aortic  and  He  was  found  in  Gee's  Court,  leading 
pulmonic  semilunar  valves.  After  the  out  of  Oxford  Street,  and  was  brought 
second  sound  there  follows  a  period  of  to  the  Infirmary  by  two  policemen, 
repose  and  of  silence  to  the  auscultator.  The  account  he  gave  of  himself  is  as 
which  continues  to  the  instant  of  the  follows : — That  for  a  length  of  time  he 
ventricular  contraction  and  occurrence  had  been  sometimes  in  and  sometimes 
of  the  first  sonnd«  out  of  work ;  and  from  the  uncertainty 
The  interval  occupied  by  the  series  of  getting  employment,  he  had  been 
of  phenomena  now  described,  connected  frequently  nearly  a  week  together  with- 
with  their  regular  recurrence,  is  spoken  out  tasting  food;  and  not  liking  to 
of  as  the  rkj^tkm  of  the  heart.  Suppos-  go  to  the  workhouse,  all  he  has  had  to 
ing  the  whole  interval  to  be  divided  subsist  on  has  been  a  cup  of  tea  and  a 
into  four  equal  parts,  the  ventricular  bit  of  bread  and  butter,  given  to  him 
contraction  occupies  about  two  of  these,  occasionally  by  those  in  the  same  house 
the  ventricular  relaxation  one,. and  the  almost  as  poor  as  himself,  and  who 
period  of  ventricular  repose  one.  This  stinted  themselves  to  support  him.  His 
was  Laennec's  appreciation.  Others  friends  at  length  left  the  house,  and 
httve  differed  in  their  reckoning  of  the  some  of  them  promised  him  to  go  to 
difierent  parts  of  the  interval.  Dr.  Wil-  the  workhouse  to  state  his  distressed 
lituns,  for  example,  holds  the  ventricu-  condition.  They  did  not,  however,  do 
lar  systole  to  occupy  two  divisions ;  so.  He  gradually  became  weaker  and 
the  diastole  rather  less  than  one ;  the  weaker,  and  no  one  went  near  him ;  he 
repose  rather  more  than  one.  I  be-  at  length  contrived  to  crawl  up  fiH>m 
lieve  that  the  rhythm  differs  in  different  the  kitchen  in  which  he  was  loading, 
subjects ;  it  difllers  very  widely  in  cer-  and  placed  himself  at  the  door  of  the 
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house,  where  he  was  seen  by  a  police-  The  boy  had  gone  on  well  for  five 

man.     When    admitted   he  had  not  weeks,  and  it  was  proposed,  when  his 

tasted  food,  or  even  a  drop  of  water,  for  general  health  was  sufficiently  restored, 

four  whole  days !  to  remove  both  limbs  at  the  spot  of  the 

The  present  condition  of  the  poor  line  of  demarcation  of  the  separation 

fellow  is,  that  both  of  the  lower  extre-  of  the  living  from  the  dead  parts.     He 

mities  are  mortified ;  in  the  right  leg  was,  however,  without  any  apparent 

the  gangrene  begins  about  three  inches  cause,  suddenly  taken  with  a  shivering 

above  the  ankle,  and  involves  the  whole  fit ;  fever  supervened ;  he  reltiaed  au 

foot,  it  being  black,  and  apparently  the  food,  and  died  in  four  days, 

death  of  the  part  Is  complete.     In  the  His  body  was  examined.      All  the 

left  leg  the  mortification  begins  about  viscera  were  healthy,    and   no  other 

two  inches  from  the  knee,  and  extends  cause  could  be  found  to  acScoant  for  his 

all  over  the  lower  part  of  the  limb,  death  than  the  mortification, 

looking  even  blacker  than  the  other  Mortification,    besides     the     terms 

lee.    The  stench  is  horrible,  and  the  which  have  been  employed  to  ezprni 

whole  si^ht  most  disfirusting.  its    different    characters — spbaeelos. 

The  circulation  of  the  poor  boy  is  slough,  &c. — has  been  dividea  into  two 

in  the  lowest  state  of  languor;  the  principal    varieties,    humid    and    dry 

pulse  is  hardly  perceptible,  the  voice  gangrene ;  or  what  1  think  mi^ht  be  a 

feeble,  and  the  countenance  expressive  better  term,  would  be  acute  and  chronic, 

of  the  greatest  degree  of  exhaustion.  Humid  gangrene  is  where  the  morti- 

So  inclined  is  the  whole  body  to  mortify,  fication  is    moist,    and   contains  the 

that  the  tip  of  the  nose  is  gangrenous,  fluids  of  the  part  when  it  died, 

and  the  points  on  the  pateUfe  are  dis>  Dry  gangrene  is  where  the  death  of 

posed  to  slough.  the  part  has  taken  place  gradoally. 

On  his  arrival  into  the  Infirmary  he  from  a  diminished  circulation  throfwh 

was  immediately  placed  in  bed,   and  it,  or  from  a  disease  of  the  Tessus. 

poultices  of  bran,  mingled  with  a  solu-  The  gradual  death  of  the  part  is  weU 

tion  of  chloride  of  lime,  were  applied  exemplified  by  gancrena  senilis.    Here 

to  the  mortified  limbs,  and  also  a  tur-  the  arteries  are  ossified,  and  the  flow  of 

pentine  liniment  to  those  parts  where  blood  through  them  is  so  diminished, 

there  was  any  appearance  of  life.    He  that  first  the  extremities  and  points  of 

was  carefully  fed  with  beef- tea,  giving  the  toes  become  mortified  from  want  of 

a  small  quantity  every  now  and  then,  a  proper  supply ;  then  the  first  pfaa- 

so  as  not  to  overload  the  stomach,  or  lanx,  creeping  on,  drying  as  it  goes,  to 

at  first  to  stimulate  him  too  much.    By  the  secona  and  third  joint  of  the  toes ; 

degrees,  and  as  he  could  bear  it,  the  and  at  length  the  whole  foot  becomes 

quantitv  of  food  was  increased.     He  involved. 

was  oraered  bark  (quinine),  and  wine  In  hmnid  gangrene,  however,   the 

cautiously  and  sparingly.     These  re-  death  of  the  part  is  immediate;  the 

medics  were   gradually   increased  in  inflammation  has  been  so  violent,  that 

dose   and    strength    as   he    became  sloughing  has  quickly  taken  place,  and 

stronger ;  and  when  the  sloughs  began  there  has  been  no  time  for  the  fluids  to 

to  separate  from  the  living  parts,  he  evaporate :    hence   Uie   bruken-down 

was  ordered  a  meat  diet,  porter,  eggs,  and  mortified  structure  remains  moist, 

and  other  nourishment.    The  mortified  Mortification  arises  ^m  the  mdne 

surfaces  were  incised  both  longitudi-  circulation  of  blood  in  a  part :  either 

nally  and  laterally  in  every  part    The  that  there  is  a  deficiency,  or  total  th- 

seijaration  of  the  mortified  from  the  sence  of  it;  or  that  the  cireulstioii 

living  parts  went  on  rapidly,  and  the  through  it  is  too  great,  whereby  in« 

left  leg  was  completely  barked,  or  de-  flammation  arises  to  such  a  height  as 

nuded  of  the  inteffument,  so  that  in  the  to  destroy  the  stmctuie  of  a  part,  and 

greatest  part  of  Uie  limb  the  muscles  cause  its  death.    The  proeess  by  which 

and  tendons  were  exposed  almost  as  it  takes  place,  frova.  whatever  cause  it 

elean  as  if  they  had  been  dissected,  may  arise,  is,  first,  that  the  capiOaries 

the  foot  bein^  quite  dead :  in  the  right  of  the  dying  part  become  plugged  up 

the  mortification  had  extended  through  by  the  coac^uation  of  their  contents, 

the  tendo  Adullis  down  to  the  bone ;  and  then  by  the  coagulation  of  the 

and  the  ligaments  of  the  ankle-joint  blood  in  the  larger  vessels  ;   conse- 

had  given  way.  quently  circulation  through  them  is  at 
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an  end,  and  accordingly  the  part  so  butchers,    who  have   wounded   their 

affected  undergoes  that  change  which  fingers  where  the  meat  was  tainted,  get 

occurs  to  the  whole  body  after  death.  gangrene  of  the  wound ;  and  in  one  case 

Mortification  or  gangrene  may  be  I  was  obliged  to  amputate  the  finger, 
caused  in  various  ways :  by  inflamma-  In  another  case,  also  of  a  gangrenous 
lion,  such  as  we  see  in  phlegmonous  sore  on  the  finger  of  a  cook,  which 
erysipelas;    the    carbuncle;    wounds  could  not  be  accounted  for,  its  character 
after  scTcre  accidents,  &c. ;    by  the  was  so  peculiar,  that  I  was  led  to  in- 
want  of  a  proper  nourishment  of   a  quire  whether  she  had  handled  tainted 
part ;  by  a  disease  of  the  heart,  this  meat.    I  found  this  to  be  the  case,  and 
organ  not  having  sufiicient  power  to  it  could  be  traced  to  this  cause.    Those 
throw  the  blood  to  the  extremities— a  who  have  to  do  with  the  hides  of  ani* 
case  of  which  I  once  saw  at  St.  Bar-  mals  are  of^en  the  subjects  of  a  peculiar 
tholomew's  Hospital ;  by  cold,  for  in-  black  gangrene,  or  mortification.  There 
stance  frost-bitten  parts ;  and  by  ina-  are  perhaps  several  spots  on  the  fingers 
nition  from  want  of  food,  like  the  case  and  hands   which  become    mortJned, 
already  related  at  the  beginning  of  this  and  the  slough  is  very  dark,  and  of  so 
paper.      Mortification    may   also    be  peculiar  an  appearance  that  it  cannot 
caused  by  other  means.    There  is  hos-  be  mistaken  by  those  who  have  seen  it. 
pital  ffangrene,  a  disease  occurring  in  I  remember  several  instances  where 
crow&d  wards,  and  of  an  infectious  persons  have  presented  themselves  at 
nature.      In  this  disease,  wounds,  of  nospitals  with  black  sloughing  wounds 
whatever  character  they  may  be,  be-  on  their  hands,  and  on  inquiry  their 
come  gangrenous,  being  of  a  putrid  employment  has  been  connected  with 
pulpy  texture ;  and  when  one  ^tient  the  hides  of  animals. 
of  a  ward  has  been  attacked  by  it,  the  There  is  a  disease  termed  cancrum  or 
same  character  of  gangrene  appears  in  ganmnaori8,which  occurs  after  measlcF, 
the  wounds  and  sores  of  others.   Of  late  or  fever.     It  first  shows  itself  by  a 
years  the  disease  has  been  of  rare  oc-  dark  vesicle  on  the  lips,  when  ulceration 
cnrrence,  as  hospitals  ere  more  cleanly  and  sloughing  commence.  The  slouch- 
kept  and  better  ventilated  than  for-  ing  goes  on  rapidly,  and  no  application 
merly.    Now  and  then»  however,  hos-  can  arrest  its  progress.  It  destroys,  per- 
pital  gangrene  makes  its  appearance,  haps,  more  than  lAilf  the  cheek;  and 
and  more  particularly  in  military  hos-  the  patient  being  in  a  low  conation, 
pitals  after  battles,  when  the  wards  srenerall^  sinks  under  it.  A  case  of  this 
are  crowded  by  the  wounded.    ~It  ap-  description  happened  a  few  weeks  ago 
pears  that  hospital  gangrene  begins  in  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  under 
Dy  the  formation  of  a  vesicle  on  the  the  care  of  Dr.  Clendinning,  and  I  saw 
ed^  of  a  sore,  containing  a  watery  it  also  myself.  -  It  was  in  a  child  of  fiye 
fluid  of  a  livid  or  reddish-brown  co-  years  of  age,  who  had  had  the  measler. 
lour.     It  is  attended  by  an  extreme  Numerous  applications  were  emploved, 
stinging  pain ;  and  when  the  vesicle  even  to  nitnc  acid,  but  none  of  them 
breaks,  sloughing  commences  from  the  had  the  least  efifect.  The  child  also  was 
spot,  and  spreads  all  over  the  wound,  supported  by  bark,  wine,  and  nourish- 
forminff  its  surface  into  a  pulpy  unor-  ment,  but  it  died, 
ganised  mass.     When  this  slough  is  Mortification  is  often  produced  bv 
separated,  the  ulceration   continues ;  bad  food,  and  I  believe  that  almost  all 
the  cavity  of  the  wound  increases  in  the  sloughing  sores  we  see  which  occur 
size,  and  its  edges  become  indurated,  among  the  poor  arise  from  want  of 
The  sore  discharges  at  first  a  thin  gin-  proper  nourishment.     I  have  endea- 
tinoua  matter,  and  afterwards  matter  of  voured    to    trace  the    origin  of  the 
a  thicker  character,  being  of  a  dirty  sloughing  ulcer  seen  in  hospitals,  and 
yellowish  white,  and  sometimes  of  a  I  have  found,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
Dlack  or  brown  colour.  that    the    individuals  sufiTering  from 

Animal  poisons  may  produce  ean-  them  have  been  ill  fed,   lived  in  ill- 

grene;  for  instance,  a  peculiar  syphilitic  ventilated  rooms,  and  have    suffered 

poison   causes  slougning   phagedena,  the  extremes  of  poverty.    A  very  cu* 

which  is  proved  by  the  part  being  de-  rious  description  of  mortification  is  re- 

stroyed  by  nitric  acid,  and  it  recovers,  corded,  which  is  caused  by  eating  bread 

Putrid  meat  on  a  wound  will  give  rise  made  from  bad  or  diseuBed  rye ;  and 

to  it  also.     I   have  seen  cooks  and  -  the  same  also  has  happened  from  eat- 
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ing  the  bread  made  from  black  wheat,  attended  with  great  pain.   The  redness 

This  species  of  gangrene  is  of  a  cby  of  the  skin  increases,  and  it  beocmies 

nature,   and    'takes   place   gradually,  of  a  deep  purplish  blush.    In  a  £ew 

Authors  inform  us  that  this  gangrene  days  the  whole  mass  which  was  hard 

is  as  dry  as  touchwood,  or  as  tne  limbs  becomes     a     slough,     resembling    a 

of  a  mummy.    It  is  impossible  to  ac-  rotten  pear,  being  shreddy  and  pulpy, 

count  for  it,  but  no  doubt  the  ergot  of  and    of  a    dirty    brown    or    yellow 

rye  which  is  eaten  has  some  effect  colour.    The  slouch  is  gradually  sepa- 

on  the  blood,  causing  its  coagulation  rated  from  the  living  {lart,  and  a  deep 

and  want  of  vitality  in  the  extreme  rocky  irregular  sore  is  left  with  in- 

vessels.      Pressure   will  give  rise  to  durated  eoges.    It  generally  happens 

mortification  when  the  patient  is  in  that  these  patches  of  ganj^neoccor  in 

a   debilitated   state.       This   we   too  more  than  one  spot  at  a  tune,  and  they 

frequently   see   in    those    who    have  go  on  breaking  out  one  after  another 

long  lingered  from  disease.    The  parts  for  a  continuance ;  and  while  one  ulcer 

which  come  chiefly  in  contact  with  the  made  by  it  heals,  another  spot  makes 

bed,  from  natural  pressure  made  by  its  appearance.     It  is  evident  that  this 

the  weight  of  the  body,  become  mor*-  disease,  like  carbuncle,  arises  from  a 

tified ;  and  when  this  occurs,  it  gene-  lowered  state  of  constitution, 

rall^  accelerates   the    death    ot   the  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  strangu- 

patient.     I  believe  it  often  has  hap-  lation  of  a  part  produces  mortification ; 

pened  in  chronic    diseases   (such  as  for  insAince,  in  hernia,  when  the  gut 

those  of  the  joints,  the  spine,  &c.)  has  been  incarcerated  too  long  before 

that  this   mortification   arising   from  the  operation  is  performed,  it  mortifies. 

pressure  has  prevented  the  recovery  of  So  likewise,  when  we  artificially  place 

the  patient,   which  otherwise   would  a  ligature   round  a  nart^such  as  a 

have  taken  place.    From  the  feebleness  polypus,  a  hcBmorrhoia,  or  the  tonsils 

and  the  emaciated  state  of  the  body,  it  of  the  throat,  &c.-^it  dies.    Extrava- 

has  been  impossible  to  prevent  it :  con-  sation  of  the  urine  will  give  rise  to 

sequently  tne  patient  nas  to  contend  sloughing  abscesses,  and  mortification 

with   a   double    disease,    which  will  of  the  cellular  structure.    These  cases 

necessarily  wear  him  out.    The  pro-  are  very  common,  and  of  almost  daily 

fession  and  the  public  cannot  be  too  occurrence. 

much  obliged  to  Dr.  Amott  for  the  in-  The  sudden  stoppage  of  a  current  of 

vention  of  the  water-bed — an  invention  blood,  when  the  anastomosing  arteries 

which,  though  simple,  will  conduce  to  have  not  sufficient  power  to  carry  on  the 

the  comfort  and  prolongation  of  life  of  circulation,  will  often  cause  mortifica- 

thousands,  and  tne  recoverv  of  many,  tion  of  the  limb  where  that  current  is 

It  Lb  much  to  be  rearetted  tnat  the  in-  so  arrested.    For  instance,  in  Aneu- 

ventions  which  tend  to  save  the  life  of  rism,  such  an  occurrence  may  happen, 

our  fellow  creatures  are  not  more  no-  It  has,  to  my  own  knowledge,  often 

ticed  by  the  government.  Some  public  taken  place  in  popliteal  aneurism,  when 

testimony  to  an  individual  who  has  em-  the  femoral  artenr  has  been  tied.    I 

ployed  his  talents  for  the  good  of  the  have  seen  four  or  five  cases  of  it,  «  here 

community  would  be  an   encourage-  the  leg  has  mortified  after  the  opera- 

mient  to  otners  to  follow  the  example.  tion,  in  consequence  of  which  the  pa* 

I  have  seen,  within  these  last  few  tient  has  died.    To  remedy  so  fatal  a 

years,  a  description  of  ganffrene  which  catastrophe,  if  possible,  would  be  most 

does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  common,  desirable;  and  I  have  a  proposal  to 

It  breaks  out  in  patches  on  different  make  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  it 

parts  of  the  body,  and  more  particu^  We  all  know  that  when  so  large  a 

larly  in  the  lower  extremities,  being,  vessel  as  the  femoral  artery  is  tied,  that 

perhaps,  about  the  size  of  the  palm  of  the  circulation  is  carried  on  by  the 

the  hand.  The  part  at  first  is  extremely  profunda  femoris,  and  its  anastamosine 

hard,  and  its  circumference  is  well  de*  branches  with  those  oflhe  anterior  ana 

fined,    feeling  almost  like  a  foreign  posterior  tibial  arteries.    Now  it  is  im- 

body  being  introduced  into  the  cellular  possible  to  know  whether  these  vessels 

structure.    There  is  a  slight  red  blush  are  strong  or  weak — large  or  small.    If 

at  first  upon  it,  and  the  part  is  slightly  they  are  strong  and  large,  they  may 

elevated,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  carry  on  the  circulation  very  well ;  but 
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if  they  are  weak  and  small,  it  is  im-  port.  The  epithet  of  "  quackery"  at- 
possible  they  can  do  so :  therefore  the  tached  to  homoeopathy  nas  not  the 
mischief  takes  place.  Now  I  propose  least  value,  at  a  period  when  thousands 
that  a  tourniquet  be  placed  on  the  of  persons,  of  ail  stations  in  society, 
femoral  artery  below  the  origin  of  the  having  derived  benefit  from  the  system, 
profunda,  ana  as  near  to  the  aneurism  are  prepared  to  demand  a  calm  and 
as  possible,  for  a  few  hours  every  respectful  examination  of  its  merits, 
day,  for  some  time  before  the  opera-  It  is  in  vain  to  believe  that  the  public 
tion— a  month  perhaps,  or  as  long  a  will  now  rest  satisfied  with  the  state- 
time  (should  experience  prove  the  ment,  that  hundreds  of  physicians  have 
utility  of  this  method)  as  it  may  be  re-  come  forward,  from  ail  parts  of  the 
quired.  By  doing  this,  the  current  of  earth,  to  feign  an  important  discovery, 
blood  through  the  main  trunk  of  the  and  to  assert  a  superior  practice  founded 
femoral  artery  would  be  gradually  only  on  delusion, 
stopped,  and  the  circulation  would  b«  Your  correspondent  does  not  perceive 
earned  on  through  the  profunda  and  the  real  consequences  of  his  argument, 
the  anastomosing  vessels ;  whereby  they  when  he  rashly  accuses  homceopathists 
all  would  be  enlarged  and  strengthened  of  causing  the  death  of  Lady  •  •  •  and 
by  degrees,  and  consequently  would  Madame  Malibran.  What  will  he  say 
admit  tne  blood  more  readily  through  of  the  numerous  deaths  which  daily  oc- 
them.  When,  therefore,  the  operation  cur  under  the  hands  of  the  most  able 
of  tying  the  femoral  artery  is  per-  professors  of  the  old  practice  ?  Will  he 
formed,  the  profunda  and  anastomos-  A'^cr  that,  in  these  circumstances,  the 
ing  vessels  would  already  have  been  patients  were  incurable,  but  that  such 
accustomed  to  carry  through  them  the  cases  are  never  placed  under  the  care  of 
increased  current  of  blood ;  and  con-  homoeopathists  ?  He  will  hardly  ven- 
sequently  the  dancer  of  mortification  ture  to  incur  the  charge  of  ignorance  or 
of  the  limb  would  be  much  less,  if  not  bad  faith  which  must  attach  to  him 
altogether  prevented.  from  such  a  course.  The  small  number 
[To  be  continued.]  of  fatal  cases  in  homcBopathic  practice, 
compared  with  all  other  modes  of  treat- 

HOMCEOPATHY.  '°«'^  jt  '^"^t  .l-y  statistical  records. 

and  18  the  great  fact  co  which  its  dis- 
ciples  point. 

Tb  Me  Sditor  qf  the  Medical  Gaieite.  HomoBopathy  was  at  the  first  pre- 

sented  to  the  medical  profession — as  it 

S'"»  still  continues  to  be  presented— in  a 

I  HAVE  just  read  an  attack  upon  Ho-  candid,  sincere,  and  practical  manner, 

moBopathy,  (the  principles  of  which  with  the  hope  that  they  mij;ht  be  in- 

system  I  follow  in  my  practice,)  from  duced  to  examine  and  test  its  merits, 

the  pen  of  an  anonymous  correspondent  The  minority  (myself  one  of  the  num« 

in  your  last  number.    The   tone  by  ^r)  feeling  that  the  most  imperative 

which  it  is  distinguished— unbecom-  ^^^7  of  the  profession  is  to  examine 

ing  alike  to  the  character  of  a  gentle-  faithfully  every  doctrine  that  is  properly 

man  and  a  physician  ~  would  warrant  preBented,  came  forward,  and  without 

me  in  treating  it  with  disregard ;  but  hesitation    tested    the    alleged    fects, 

the  importance  of  the  question  at  issue  aniidst  numerous  objstacles,  and  openly 

induces  me  to  overlook  all  other  con-  avowed  our  recognition  of  them  8o.aoon 

siderations,  and  I  have,  therefore,  to  ««  they  had  been  established  by  im- 

request  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  in-  questionable  proof.    The  other  mem- 

sert  the  following  remarks.  hers  ofthe  profession—whether  through 

If  your  correspondent  believes  that,  inability  to  understand  the  important 

by  the  style  which  he  has  adopted,  he  nature  of  those  facts,  alarm  for  their 

can  inflict  injury  upon  the  new  science,  pnvatc  interests,  indiflfcrencc,  or  blind 

that  belief  is  most  erroneous.    Abusive  devotion  to  the  past,  it  is  not  for  me  to 

words  prove  nothing  but  the  excitement  determine—  refused  to  bestow  the  slight- 

of  passion,  and  the  want  of  self-control  ^#1  attention,  and  opposed  each  point  of 

in  him  who  uses  them.    The  time  is  evidence  with  violence,  which  increased 

now  come  to  discuss  gravely,  and  in  a  i"  proportion  as  this  evidence  assumed 

manner  suitable  to  a  scientific  question,  a.  higher  character.    This  difference  of 

a  subject  which  is  of  the  deepest  im-  view  was  the  origin  of  two  hostile  par- 

792.— XXXI.  2  U 
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ties  which  arose  in  medical  science ;  the  give  orders  to  test  its  merits  npon  a 

one  striving  by  every  means  to  demon-  targe  scale,  nntil  a  positive  concittsioii 

slrate  the  advantages  of  the  new  doc-  comd  be  attained,  and  this  once  arrived 

trine,  the  other  using  all  their  efforts  to  at,  would  he  not  recommend  its  general 

over&row  them.    But  it  must  be  re-  adoption?  Such  is  at  present  the  course 

memb^ed  that  each  party  is  formed  of  adopted  in  the  highest  classes  of  society 

physicians,  and  that  mutual  feelings  of  in  relation  to  homoeopathy.     Havine 

esteem  and  courtesy  should  still  exist  individually  tested  it,  they  now  wish 

between  them,  since  both  are  actuated  for  more  general    proofs,  and    when 

by  the  same  motive, — ^the  desire  of  pro-  these  shall  have  been  furnished  them 

noting  science  for  the  attainment  of  they   will    decide   upon   its    definite 

one  common  end,  the  most  complete  adoption.    This  is  the  true  course  for 

relief  of  the  sufferings  of  humanity.  prudent  inouirers,  and  it  appears  to  me 

Such  are  the  real  and  relative  posi*  to  be  mucn  more  rational  than  that 

tions  of  homceopathist  and  allopatnist.  which   your  correspondent  propoaes : 

Similar  circumstances  have  taken  place  viz.  that  the   claims  of   the    system 

whenever  a  new  discovery  has  ennched  should  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of 

the  annals  of  science,  the  only  difference  a  committee  of  its  opponents.    Unfiair, 

being  that  the  adverse   parties  have  however,  as  the  proposition  is,  we  are 

borne  other  names.  Those  who  turn  to  prepared  to  accept  it,  upon  one  condi- 

tfae  past  will  satisfy  themselves  of  the  tion  :  that  the  conunittee  shall  be  ap- 

trutn  of  what  I  now  advance  $  and  will  pointed  by  government,  and  that   it 

gain  at  the  same  time  the  useful  con-  shall  be  composed  of  an  equal  number 

viction,  that  the  progress  of  truth  is  ever  of  physicians,  and  of  members  of  the 

onward,  and  that  opposition  can  only  highest  class  of  society  :  of  those  who* 

accelerate  its  triumpn.  like  a  noble  earl,  well  known  for  the 

Where,  then,  are  we  to  look  for  an  interest  which  he   takes   in    medical 

umpire  in  these  intestine  differences  P  science,  have  not  thought  it  beneath 

Where  are  we  to  find  a   competent  them,  in  order  to  complete  their  general 

authority  to  pronounce   an  impartial  education,  to  take  a  place  upon   the 

judgment?  We  must  turn  to  the  public;  benches    of  a  sumc^    class.      Such 

r-^the  public,  whom  your  correspon-  persons  are  not  l&ely  to  be  imposed 

dent  attacks  as  being  incompetent  to  upon,  and  there  are  few  who  will  aonbt 

decide !  their  impartiality. 

To  me  it  appears  that  there  is  no  Your  correspondent  has  been  told 
judge  so  competent  It  is  the  public  that  the  medicines  which  we  use  are 
that  must  suffer  from  disease ;  it  is  the  totally  free  from  all  dangerous  proper- 
public  that  must  be  killed  or  cured  by  ties;  but  he  affirms  his  disbeliefof  this 
physicians.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  the  assertion.  He  is,  on  the  contrary^  of 
people  have  an  mstinct  on  this  point  opinion,  that  they  mav  be  the  source 
which  cannot  deceive  them.  They  soon  of  a  long  series  ofacciaents  of  the  moat 
kam  to  discriminate  between  the  phy-  alarming  nature.  A  little  further  on 
sician  by  whom  they  are  cured  and  him  he  states,  that  no  one  need  wonder  that 
by  whom  they  are  injured;  and  they  homceopathic  globules  should  with  the 
care  very  little,  and  think  still  less,  assistance  of  the  imagination  have  cured 
about  any  thing  beyond.  disease  caused  by  imagination.    Also, 

The  reasoningsotyourcorrespondent  that  man^r  patients  have  been  restored 

may  be  plausible,  but  they  are  certainly  to  health  in  cases  of  chronic  disease  of 

illogical.      He  inquires    if  our   com-  the  stomach,  and  have  been  a  theme  of 

mander-in-chief  would  upon  the  mere  self-congratulation  for  us,  wldlst  diet, 

jproposilion  of  a  person  ignorant  of  the  the   breaking  of   certain   habits,  the 

art  of  war  recommend  the  adoption  of  disuse  of  too  frequent  puigations,  &c. 


(imply  either  the  homceopathi 

this :    would  not  our  commander-m-  totally  devoid  of  power,  and  in  that 

chief,  from  tsAstever  quarier  a  proposi-  case  it  is  easy  to  comprehend  that  no 

tion   might   be   tendered,  attentively  cures  can  be  attributed  to  it,  or  else  it 

examine  it,  and  furnish  the  means  of  is  powerful,  in  which  case,  if  adminis- 

ascertaining  its  usefulness ;  if  the  re-  tered,  it  must  either  do  good  or  harm ; 

suits  were  satisfactory,  would  he  not  it  roust  be  followed  by  some  kind  of 
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effect,  therefrre ;  it  must  either  cure  or  pains  are  felt  as  if  the  membranes  of 

Aggravate  chronic  diseases  of  the  sto-  the  brain  are  diseased ;  and  there  is  a 

mach.    Hence  it  will  be  seen  that  if  constant  buzzing,  with   beating  and 

they  disappear,  the  medicine  must  have  sense  of  determination  of  blood  to  the 

contributed  to  that  mult  right  side  of  the  head  and  to  the  right 

Your  correspondent  ^oes  on  to  quote  ear,  where  the  deafness,  which  com* 

a  few  cases.    The  first  is  that  of  a  gen-  menced  and  increased  with  the  other 

tleman,  who  does  not  take  the  homoeo-  symptoms,  is  most  marked.    The  eye- 

pathic  medicine,  and  who,  because  he  lids  feel  weighty,  and  fail  heavily  upon 

recovers  through  the  i^ncy  of  a  judi-  the  eyes  when  the  patient  is  quiet  or 

ciouB  diet  alone,  concluaes  that  homoBO-  near  a  window  exposed  to  the  rays  of 

pathvis  ad^usion.    If  this  fiict  proves  the  sun.     The  face  is  much  flushed 

anytning,  it  certainly  proves  that  the  after  meals,  chiefly  after  those  consisting 

strict  regimen  which  we  prescribe  has  of  the  most  stimulating  food — such  as 

been  wisely  considered,  since  if  it  be  luncheon  and  dinner :  at  these  times 

not  always  sitBicient  to  cure,  in  some  much  heaviness  and  sense  of  lassitude 

instances  at  least  it  leads  to  that  result,  are  experienced.    Constant  pains  at  the 

But  I  need  not  waste  my  limited  epigastrium,  sometimes  with  sense  of 

space  in  pointing  out  each  individual  pressure :  always  alle^iMted  by  inges- 

fallacy  oi  die  anonymous  cases  of  your  tion  of  food.    Feeling  of  exconation  in 

anonymous  correspondent.     There  is  the  stomach  and  abdomen,  sometimes 

one  case  upNDR  whicn  I  have,  to  throw  a  resembling  that  produced  by  a  sore  or 

light  sufficient  to  silence  all  false  accu-  the  presence  of  an  acrid  substance  : 

sations  which  the  enemies  of  homoeo-  when  these  sensations  are  most  marked 

pathy  may  attempt  to  eround  upon  it.  similar  pains  are  felt  in  the  head.    At 

I  sincerely  regret  that  I  am  compelled  other  times  there  is  a  sense  of  empti- 

to  enter  into  tnew  details:  the  Kax  of  ness  and  sinking  in  the  stomach,  flatu- 

personal  damage  would  nothave  induced  lence,  tendency  to  constipation,  gene  nil 

me  to  break  suence  $  but  the  cause  of  lassitude,  disinclination  fbr  exercise, 

homoBopathy  is  involved,  and  I  hel  it  pains  in  the  tarsal  articulations,  uneasi- 

to  be  my  duty  to  hesitate  no  longer,  ness  in  the  le^  in  the  evening,  and 

I  allude  to  the  case  reported  in  your  feelings  of  anxiety.    Lately  there  has 

number  of  the  6th  of  January.  been  roughness  and  redness  of  the  skin. 

Lady  •  •  •  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  with  heat  and  pruritus,  usually  in  the 

perfect  health  up  to  the  a^  of  thirty,  bend  of  the  elbow,  but  sometimes  gene- 

at  which  period  she  was  seized  with  the  ral  without  eruption.    Sleep  in  general 

first  symptomsof  a  disease  of  the  dices-  good,  but  of  late  disturbea  by  dreams, 

tive  organs,  which  was  designated  by  Recently  much  drowsiness  during  the 

some  of  the  able  physicians  whom  she  day,  falling  asleep  after  breakfast,  lan- 

oonsulted as  an  affectioa  of  the  mucous  guor  in  the  morning,  and  amelioration 

membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intes-  of  these  symptoms   in  the   evening, 

tines;  andbyothersasanengor^ment  When  in    health    the   disposition   » 

of  that  membrane.     She  received  at  amiable,  lively,  and  kind;   since  the 

their  hands  various  medicines  and  pur-  disease  there  has  been  at  times  indifie- 

fitives--such  as  blue  pill,  colchicum,  rence,  alternately  with  anxiety  about 

c.  which  gave  her  only  temporary  the  future,  and   gcneml   lowness    of 

relief.  In  1 835  she  consulted  Dr.  Stapff,  spirits. 

an  homoeopathic  phvsician,  who,  in  the  From  tlicj^  symptoms  I  judged  that 

space  of  three  months,  removed  all  the  the  seat  of  the  disease  was  two-fold — 

gastric  symptoms  by  means  of  sulphur  the  digestive  organs  and  the  brain,    I 

and  lycopodium  taken  alternately ;  but  at  once  recognized  the  gastro-enteritis 

there  remained  deafness  and  noises  in  and  chronic  meningitis  of  authors.    I 

thehead,  which  gradually  increased  un-  prescribed  successively  cocculus,  sul- 

til  March  1840,  when  Lady  •  •  •  came  phur,  nux  vomica,  lycopodium,  china, 

to  consult  me,  and  stated  the  following  calcarea,  carbo-animalis,  nit.  acid, 

lymptoms : —  Moreover,  I  advised  a  strict  course 

Intermittent  headaches,  accompanied  of  ^et    I  forbade  the  use  of  all  kinds 

by  gastric  derangement  and  deafness  :  of  excitants,  more  particularly  those 

the  pain  is  seat^  in  the  temples,  and  which  act  both  on  the  digestive  organs 

extends  to  the  eyes :  the  forehead  and  and  the  brain — such  as  beer>  coflR^e, 

vertex  are  also  afiSected.    Occasionally  spirituous  drinks,  &c.    1  also  forbade 
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acids, spices,  and  mustard,  which  would  which  may  be  called  one  of  agreeable 

tend  to  aggravate    the  inflammatory  exaltation,  what  are   the  phenomeDa 

state  of  the  stomach  and  intestines.  taking  place  inwardly  ?    An  increase 

Reason  must  guide  us  in  all  that  we  of  the  circulation,  and  more  decided 
do  in  medicine.     It  has  been  asserted  activity  of  secretion  and  exhalation. 
that  the  cures  due  to  homcsopathy  have  If  the  spirituous  beverage  be  taken  in  a 
resulted  rather  from  a  judicious  diet  larger  quantity,    there  will  then     be 
than  from  the  effects  of  medicine.    We  added  to  the  above  phenomena  ani- 
are  very  far  from  denying  the  impor-  mated  look,  contracted  state   of    Che 
tance  of  diet,  but  we  cannot  attribute  pupils,    more    decided    expression    of 
to  it  so  great  an  influence.    If  diet  countenance,  and  an  increased  deve- 
alone  is  sufficient,  eitlier  to  arrest  the  lopment  of  muscular  power.     Accord- 
progress  of  disease,  or  to  eradicate  it  ing  to  the  character  of  the  individoal 
completely,  ofwhatuseare  the  long  lists  we  shall  find  either  talkativeness    or 
of  formulee  and  drugs  which  are  used  extreme  taciturnity,    cheerfulness    or 
by  the  allopathists  ?     I   have   myself  generosity  and  tenderness,  or  ra^  and 
practised  allopathically,  and  have  al-  vengeance.    At  this  period  the  circu* 
ways  availed  myself  of  the  aid  of  regi-  lation  becomes  so  active,  and  the  ner- 
men,  but  only  as  a  useful  adjunct  to  vous  centres  so  excited,  that  we  find 
other  means.  the  first  symptoms  of  some  forms  of 

If  it  be  objected  that  indipositions,  cerebral    disease.      It   is    the    whole 

such  as  indigestions,  slight  colds,  &c.  economy   io  a  state  of    the  most  in« 

have  been  removed  by  regimen,  we  will  tense  excitement.     To  this  stage,   if 

ans wer,  that  in  these  casesnature  alone,  the  dose  of  the  beverage  be  stul  in- 

wi  thout  the  assistance  of  refiimen,  would  creased,  intoxication  succeeds :   confu- 

most  likely  have  succeeded.    At  all  sion  of  thought  and  of  sight,  and  diffi- 

events,    regarding    the   homceopathic  culty  of  articulation,  supervene ;    mus- 

cures  as  arising  from  these  causesi  we  wil  1  cular  action  becomes  slower ;  the  head 

simply  say  to  our  fellow-practitioners,  heavy,  and  the  mouth  open ;  there  is 

**  do  the  same.''    The  attempt  will  be  incHnation  for  sleep,  tureescence  of  the 

of  much  benefit  to  mankind,  who  will  cervical  veins,  powerful  beating  of  the 

thereby  escape  the  numerous  sufferings  carotids,  and  oppressed,  short,  and  sua- 

arising  from  the  treatment  at  present  pirious  respiration ;    while  the  pulse, 

used.     By  this  course,  too,  they  will  which  at  first  was  full  and  hard^  now 

speedily  prove  that  certain  cures  claimed  becomes  slow.      Does  not  this  stale 

by  homoeopathy,  and  which  are  deemed  bear  a  close  resemblance  to  oephalids, 

impossible  under  the  old  method*  may  of  which,  as  is  frequently  seen,  effusion 

resdly    be    attributed    to    that    prac-  of  blood  may  be  a  sequel  P    It  is  now 

tice.  that  the  economy,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 

Whether  the  diet  be  or  be  not  the  the  morbific  cause  (the  fermenteddrinks) 

cause  of  cure,  one  thing  is  certain-^  induces  an  increased  activity  of  the 

viz.  that  the  use  of  excitants  aggravates  functions  of  secretion  and  exhalation, 

al]  kinds  of  disease,  and  especially  those  Clammy  sweats  cover  the  body;  yio- 

of  the  digestive  organs  and  the  brain.  lent  vomitings  take  place ;  blood  some- 

I  lay  much  stress  upon    this  point,  times  flows  from  the  nose,  &c. 

because  it  is  one  of  much  importance,  Stimulants  administered  at  the  first 

as  will  soon  be  shown.  mentioned   dose   are   generally    con- 

I  must  here  devote  a  few  words  to  sidered  to  be  strengthening ;  and  when 

the  mode  of  action  of  stimulants,    Fer-  this  first  stage  is  not  exceeded,  it  is 

mettted  drinks,  taken  internally  in  small  also  generally  believed  that  it  can  be 

doses,  and  diluted  in  water,  excite  the  productive  of  nothing  but  benefit  to  the 

surfaces  with  which  they  are  thrown  in  economy.    But  if  these  phenomena  be 

contact.    They  produce  nervous  irrita-  more  closely  examined,  it  will  be  found 

bility  and  an  increased  action  of  the  that  the  ezeitement,  however  feeble  it 

system ;    consequently  there  arise  at  may  be,  is  not  the  normal  condition ; 

tne  same  time    peculiar   phenomena  and  the  proof  of  this  is,  that  if  the 

from  the  excitement  of  the  brain  :  thus,  organism   is    very   frequently  placed 

sensations  are  more  rapid,  the  intellec-  under  the  same  influence,  chronic  gas- 

tual  faculties  more  acute,  the  thoughts  tritis,  or  chronic  cephalitis,  will,  sooner 

flow  more  distinctly,  and  are  expressed  or  later,  be  seen  to  arise.    How  much 

with  greater  fecihty.     In  this  state,  more  danger  of  this  result  will  there  be 
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in  the  case  of  a  person  already  disor-  now  mention  the  condition  in  which  1 

dered !  found  the  patient. 

Fermented  drinks,  as  well  as  other  A  state  of  anxious  agitation  which  it 
stimulants,  such  as  coffee,  tea,  acids,  is  impossible  to  describe.  Four  per- 
mustard,  spices,  &c.  have  a  degree  of  sons  could  scarcely  restrain  the  move- 
action  which  is  pretty  nearly  equal  ments  of  the  sufferer.  The  eyes  were 
upon  all  the  surfaces  with  which  they  are  Axed,  and  the  features  deeply  altered, 
thrown  in  contact.  No  doubt  can  been-  I  desired  an  account  of  what  had  hap- 
tertained on  this  point.  Whether  placed  pened  previously,  and  the  following 
upon  the  tongue  or  introduced  into  the  particulars  were  detailed : — , 
stomach,  they  immediately  generate  a  During  the  past  fortniglit  Lady  •  •  *'i 
sense  of  heat,  with  a  degree  of  deter-  disorder  haa  been  rapidly  getting 
mination  of  blood  proportioned  to  their  worse ;  the  headaches  haa  considerably 
quantity.  This  species  of  phlogosis,  increased  in  violence,  whilst  the  circu- 
transient  at  first  in  a  healthy  person,  lation  had  become  imperfect  in  the  ex- 
causes  permanent  mischief  in  one  who  tremities.  Scarcely  any  sleep  was  ob- 
is not  in  a  perfectly  normal  state,  tained;  if  any,  it  wasbad.  The  strength 
Althoufi^h  acids,  spices,  and  mustard,  had  been  rapidly  decaying,  the  appe- 
unlike  fermented  drinks,  have  not  the  tite  had  been  completely  lost,  and  to 
property  of  acting  simultaneously  upon  revive  it  the  habitual  stimulants  had 
the  stomach  aim  brain,  they  are,  been  resorted  to; 
nevertheless,  injurious  to  the  mucous  On  the  previous  Wednesday,  at  his 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  in  tea-  usual  visit,  Lady  **  **s  physician  found 
tines,  inflammation  of  which  frequently  her  worse  than  on  the  preceding  days, 
ensues.  The  pulse  was  small  and  feeble,  the 

Lady  *'**,  besides  the  gastric  symp-  headache  so  acute  that  she  had  not 
toms,  presented  others  or  cephalal^a,  slept  at  all^(the  patient  was  then  in 
accompanied  by  deafness,  and  beating  the  eighth  month  of  gestation).  As  she 
and  noises  in  the  head,  denoting  that  complained  of  much  weakness,  he  od- 
if  the  affection  of  the  brain  was  at  first  dered  some  port  wine.  She  took  two 
purely  sympathetic,  it  had  now  become  glasses,  and  went  out  for  an  airing, 
the  principal  disease.  It  was,  there-  which  somewhat  revived  her.  At  din- 
fore,  still  more  imperative  to  forbid  the  ner  the  appetite  had  so  completely 
use  of  excitants,  which  would  keep  up  failed,  that  she  could  eat  nothing.  At 
a  constant  state  of  congestion,  from  midnight,  though  her  appetite  had  not 
which  serious  structural  change  would  returned,  she  took  some  supper:  after 
inevitably  follow.  Unfortunately,  the  this  her  state  of  agitation  increased  so 
physician  by  whom  she  was  attended  much  as  to  create  the  utmost  alarm, 
did  not  adopt  my  views.  Lady  *  *  *  The  wine  had  eiven  some  relief  in  the 
was  of  course  easily  led  by  an  opinion  course  of  the  da^ ;  two  more  e^lasses 
which  was  not  at  variance  with  her  were  therefore  given  in  the  middle  of 
usual  habits,  and  consequently,  after  a  the  night,  but  at  4his  time  it  had  no 
few  visits  at  distant  intervals,  I  heard  other  effect  than  to  increase  the  suffer- 
no  more  of  the  case,  further  than  that,  ings  of  the  patient.  An  accoucheur, 
after  consulting  me,  she  continued  occasionally  practising  upon  homceo- 
to  take  porter,  wine,  tea,  coffee,  pathic  principles,  was  then  sent  for. 
and  other  such  stimulants  as  she  had  He  administered  an  homoeopathic  me- 
previously  been  accustomed  to.  On  dicine;  belladoHna,  I  believe,  at  the 
the  15th  of  December,  1842,  I  received  dose  of  one  globule.  After  the  bella- 
a  note,  desirine  my  attendance  at  a  donna  the  patient  complained  of  fre- 
consultation ;  her  Ladyship  having  quent  bluish  sparks,  &c.  passing  before 
been  seized  with  convulsions  on  the  her  eyes,  and  then  he  ordered  a  mixture 
preceding  night.  It  at  once  occurred  to  be'  taken,  containing  ether,  spirits  of 
to  me  that  the  case  was  most  danger-  camphor,  &c.  The  patient  then  in- 
ous,  and  that  it  was  the  termination  of  sisted  upon  bein^  left  alone ;  she  tried 
a  chronic  disease,  aggravated  by  a  to  sleep,  but  could  not  succeed, 
course  of  diet  which  would  have  had  a  The  disease  went  on  very  rapidly : 
tendency  to  produce  it,  even  if  it  had  not  the  anxiety  and  debility  were  extreme, 
already  been  in  existence.  I  hastened  Brandy  was  then  given  to  the  patient, 
to  comply  with  the  request,  and  will  soon  after  which  she  fell  into  a  st&te  of 
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insensibility,  and  was  seized  with  vio-  three  I  was  smninoned  in  haste,  and 
lent  epileptifonn  convulsions.    It  was  was  informed  that  thepatient  was  unk- 
then  /  o'clock  in  the  morning.    The  ing.    She  was,  indeed,  in  an  alarming 
accoucheur  returned,   and   applied  a  state.    I  asked  a  few  questions,  ana 
mustard  poultice  to  the  nape  of  the  found  that  a  cop  of  broth  had  been 
neck.    I  have  not  been  informed  if  any  given,  upon  whicti  a  violent  renewal  of 
thin^  more  was  done.    The  ordinary  'convulsions  had  ensued;  and  that  aub- 
ubysician  was  then  sent  for  in  haste,  sequently   a  cup  of  cofifee  had   also 
lie  ordered  vpimniy  and  next  Mtramo-  been  acuministered.     The    noise    was 
nium,  in  globules.    The  convulsive  pa-  now  so  rapid,  that  it  could  not   be 
roxysms  increased  rapidly  until  a  quar-  counted — the  respiration  was  labouied 
ter  past  10  o'clock,  when  my  attend-  — every  sign  of  consciousness  had  dis- 
ance  was  desired.    Having  ascertained  appeared,  and  the  convulsive  paroxysms 
the  state  of  circumstances,  and  judging  returned  ^t  intervals  of  about  two  houn. 
that  the  most  pressing  object  was  to  I  again  advised  the  tincture  of  nux 
counteract  the  effects  of  the  excitants  vomica,  in  doses  of  one  drop.     At  five 
which  had  been  given,  I  advised  their  o'clock  the  pulse  had  regained  power, 
most  powerful  antidote,  nux  vomica,  and  the  face  was  flushed.    I  then  gave 
This  was  given  at  the  dose  of  one  drop  one  drop  of  aconitum,  which  was  fol* 
of  the  tincture.    The  event  proved  that  lowed  by  much  perspiration.  Alter  this 
I  was  right  in  my  opinion.    Under  the  I  left  the  patient,  to  return  again  in 
influence  of  the  flrst  dose  the  patient  the  evening:  during  this  interval  ##r«- 
rapidly  became  more  ^tiiet,  the  convul-  monium  and  belladonna  were  adminis^ 
sions  gradually  diminished,  and  when  tcred  in  globules,  without  my  advice. 
I  left  sne  had  already  pronounced  a  few        At  our  last  consultation  it  had  been 
w^ords.     Before  quitting  the  room  I  proposed,  in  order  to  avert  from  the  bo- 
most  strenuouslv  recommended  that  no  mosopathic  advisers  the  consequences 
food  whatever  should  be  fi[iven,  stating  of  non-success,  to  leave  the  patient  in 
at  the  same  time  my  opinion,  that  the  the  hands  of  allopathists.    As  1  was 
patient  was  in  so   dangerous  a  state  consulted  upon  this,  I  Heclared  that  I 
that  the  least  infraction  of  this  rule  would  not  consent  to  the  proposal,  and 
might  destrov  the  few  hope^  I  still  en-  for  the  following  reasons :«-!   asked 
tertained.    From  the  previous  symp-  myself,  What  would  allo];>athy  do  for 
toms,  and  those  yet  existing,  I  could  the  patient  P   Use  revulsives.     What 
not  but  consider  the  present  crisis  as  a  would   be    their  effect  ?     The   stale 
termination  of  the  fong-standing  dis-  of    softening  of  the  brain  could  no 
ease.     The  acute  disease  had  already  longer  be  doubted.    If  the  revulsive 
existed  for  a  fortnight  without  being  re^  were  placed  upon  the  surface  of  the 
cognized;  during  that  period  not  only  body—even  aomitting  that  it  would 
its  development    had    remained    uur  operate,  which  was  more  than  doubt- 
checked,  but  its  advance  had  been  has-  ful — it  would  only  for  a  moment  re- 
tened  by  the  agency  of  stimulating  move  the  determination  of  blood  to  the 
diet.  Convulsions  supervening  in  these  brain,  without  removing  the  decided 
circumstances,  led  to  the  inference  tluit  lesion  of  structure  which  threatened 


nounced  the  case  to  be  incurable,  and  (with  which  it  would  operate  in  an 

that  the  termination  would,  inevitably,  analogous  manner),  that  the  coages- 

be  fatal;  but  having  other  means  at  tion    would    be     thereby    increased, 

my  disposal-^means  which  had  previ-  Would  bleeding  be  preferable  P    I  had 

uusly  arrested  incipient  alteration  of  seen  blood-Letttng  adopted  in  similar 

structure   in  nearW  similar   cases— I  cases— had  even  m  former  days  resort- 

E reserved  a  ray  of  hope.    This  hope,  ed  to  it  myself,  and  had  always  seen 

owever,  depended  upon  the  circum*  the  patients  sink.    Moreover,  in  the 

stance  that  the  action  of  the  medicine*  case  both  of  blood-letting  and  ravul* 

should  not  be  disturbed  by  any  impru-  pion,  vitality  is  depressed ;  whereas  it 

(^^nce.  was  now  to  be  supported  as  much  as 

1  had  appointed  to  meet  the  other  possible.      I  felt,  tnerefore,  that  the 

medical  attendants  at  five  o'clock.    At  palliative  action  of  allopatliy  would  be 
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altoj;ether  powerless,  and  that  by  aban-  homceopaihy),  and  that  indaration  of 

doning  the  patient,  I  should  resign  her  the  corpus  caliotHm  and  of  the  dura 

to  certain  aeath,  whilst  with  homceo-  tnaier,  a  tumor  upon  that  membrane, 

pathy  there  was  still  reason  to  enter-  and  softening  of  the  cerebellum,  had 

tain  a  hope,  although  that  hope  was  been  found. 

feeble.     A  sense  of  duty  would  not        I  have  now  c^iven  you,  sir,  with  (he 

allow  me  to  make  any  sacrifice  to  my  most  minute  detail,  and  with  the  most 

own  private  interests,  and  accordingly  'perfect  truth,  all  the  circumstances  of 

I  pronounced  my  desire  that  she  should  the  case.    I  leave  it  to  the  opinion  of 

remain  under  homoeopathic  treatment,  your  readers. 

however  great  the  responsibility  to  be       With  respect  to  the  death  of  Madame 
borne.  Malibran,  Imay  state,  that  I  was  not  in 
The  same  evening  I  prescribed  bella-  attendance  upon  her,  but  that  I  have 
donna,  by  drops.    There  occurred  but  been  positivelv  informed,  by  the  mem- 
two  more  paroxysms,  of  which  the  last  hers  of  her  nunily,  by  several  of  her 
took  place  two  hours  after  midnight  friends,  and  by  the  homoeopathic  phy- 
I  did  not  quit  the  patient  until  mom-  sician,  who  was  called  too  late,  that 
ing.      A  manifest    improvement  had  Madame  Malibran  had  been  bled,  and 
taken  place :  she  breathed  much  more  treated  allopathicaUy,  before  his  arri- 
freely :  the  pulse  was  at  l*iO,  d^lutition  val ;  and  that  he  found  her  under  ap- 
quite  free,  and  consciousness  was  re-  proaching  death,  and  could  only  ad- 
turning,  so  that  the  patient  uttered  a  minister  a  few  doses  of  medieine. 
few  Bcntences.    Until  the  Friday,  at  I  am,  sir, 
half-past  5  p.  m.,  the  patient's  state  gra-                      Your  obedient  servant, 
dually  improvcMd,  although  the  puke,  P.  Cuais,  M.D. 

at  times,  assumed  too  much  develop-  — 

ment,  which  was  checked  by  one  drop  DEAFNESS, 

of  aconiimn.  The  accoucheur,  who  had      ^j^  diseasbd  TONSIL  AND  UVUUL 

at  half  past  7  p.m.    About  an  hour  SINGING, 

afterwams   Jabour-pains    supervened.  BUOCJBBBFULLy  TRBATOD  BY 

and  the  patient  was  delivered  of  a  liv-  W*  Thoehtoit,  Saigeoa. 

ing  female  infant.    No  bad  symptom  ( Ftrtht  London  Medi&aiOaxttte.) 

occurred  until  our  arrival,  when,  for  a  

short  time,  a  little  hemorrhage  took  Miss  M.,  a  professional  singer,  vesidiag 
I^aoe,  wluoh  was  arrested  by  a  dose  of  in  London,  consulted  me  efaiefly  on 
9£cai€  eomutum.  In  consequence  of  so  account  of  deafness,  her  left  ear  having 
great  an  exertion  of  the  vital  power,  it  been  affected  twenty-five  years  in  eon- 
was  to  be  expected  that  the  exhaustion  sequence  of  scarlet-fever.  Bhe  had  been 
would  be  very  great;  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  treatment  of  an  aurist  for 
not  taken  by  surprise  when  it  did  some  months,  and  after  nndergoing 
occur.  When  s^caU  had  been  admi-  bliBtering,  leeching,  syringing,  stimu- 
nistered,  the  pulse  was  at  about  140 ;  lating  ointments,  and  acoustic  drops, 
though  feeble,  it  was  perfectly  dis-  usually  resorted  to  by  ouaeks,  without 
tinct  A  oold  perspiration  aceompanied  deriving  any  benefit,  the  disease  was 
this  state.  Every  person  then  present  neelected  for  fifteen  years,  horn  a  dread 
insisted  thut  brandy  should  be  given,  of  being  made  worse.  The  Bustaebiaa 
I  resisted  this  course  by  every  means  passages  being  obstructed,  she  could 
in  my  power ;  but  my  protestations  not  not  inflate  them,  though  the  hearing 
beinff  listen^  to,  I  quitted  the  house,  functions  of  the  other  ear  were  perfect, 
iudging  that  my  presence  could  no  Upon  examination,  the  left  meatus 
longer  be  of  any.  use  to  the  patient,  extemus,  near  the  bottom,  appeared  con- 
The  brandy  was  given,  and  ice  was  tracted ;  so  that  the  orifice  would  only 
placed  upon  the  abdomen,  and  I  have  admit  the  point  of  a  probe.  On  touching 
since  been  informed  that  the  patient  the  membrana  tympana,  scarcely  any 
expired  in  the  course  of  the  nignt  pain  was  excited,  but  the  touch  con- 
t  understand  that  a  post-mortem  ex-  veyed  a  parchy  sensation.  By  syringing 
Amination,  to  which  I  wa$  not  called^  with  warm  water,  a  dull  obtuse  sound 
was  made  by  three  medical  men  (of  was  produced  and  some  hardened  wax 
whom  one  was  a  perfect  stranger  to  removed.    The  hearing  of  this  ear  was 
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completely  lost;  she  could  not  hear  my  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

watch  even  when  pressed  on  the  ex-  ^^^m^^    ^  ^-^^-.^  ^.m^. 

ternal  ear  or  the  forehead ;   but  the  Friday,  February  3, 1843. 

introduction  of  a  catheter  through  the  

nostril,    into    the    Eustachian    tube, 

plainly    demonstrated    a    diminished  "  Ucct  omnibus,  licet  ctiKm  mfhi,  difrnitaueia 

calibre  of  this  important  canal.    I  now  ^'■'*'  ^^''•f*  *««"  ;.Po*»*^  "«do  veniendi  in 

attempted  to  catheterise  the  Eustachian  P""'^"'  "*•  ^»^^"^'  P^"^^««*  °~*  ""^^L. 

tube,  but  was  unable   to  accomplish  ^ 

this  at  the  first,  second,  or  third  trials : 

I  therefore  prescribed  friction  of  the  A  FEW  MORE  WORDS  ON  PRISONS. 

ointment  of  iodide  of  mercury  upon  the  ,„  ^^^             j    »i,    i  *       •                ^ 

external  fauces,   and  small    discs  of  ^V»«^  ^*^  "^^^^  ^^^  1*^«  P"^^''^  "^P^*^ 

iodide  of  potassium  and  Decoct.  Sarza*.  the  subject  of  commentary  about   two 

concentrated,  internally.      This    plan  months  ago,  we  by  no  means  exhausted 

was  adopted  for  two  months,  when  I  ^y^^  ^ch  mine  of  information  which  they 

succeeded  m  passmg  medicated  vapour  ^fl.  ^^    „„,  „.^  ^  ^,^  «„«i«^-,«.  ftv  «.»:» 

douche  andabougie  into  the  Eustachian  ^^''^^ !  "^"^  "^^^  ^  ^  apologue  for  again 

passages.    By  persevering  in  the  use  recurring  to  documents  where  almost 

of  the  iodine  for  three  months,  and  every  page  teems  with  instruction  fur 

frequently,  during  this  time,  dilating  the  practitioner  of  physic, 

the  Eustachian  tube  by  means  of  the  Captain  Williams  observes    in  his 

catheter   or    bougies,     hearing     was  „      *^     ,             .,    .        ,     .              T 

gradually  restored,  to  the  great  delieht  Report,  that  considering  the  increased 

of  my  patient,  who  had  not  enjoyed  it  rigour  of  our  penal  establishments,  the 
for  twenty-five  years.    This  lady  com-  term  of  imprisonment  might  be  short- 
plained  of  an  imtation  in  the  throat  ^^^  .^              ^^  ^^e  slighter  cases. 
when  exceeding  a  certain  note,  pro-  *  *  i*  v    ft.       a^    j» 
ducing  a  tickling  and  hoarseness  which  The  acute  regret  felt  by  the  offender 

affected  and  impeded  her  singing.  during  the  commencement  of  his  in- 

Upon  examination  of  the  fauces  I  carceration  wears  off  in  a  few  months^ 

?*f?rit^  ^}'^  ^?'  *?°''^  elongated  and  ^^^  jg  g^ceeded  by  torpid  indifference, 
hard  to  the  touch ;  the  uvula  very  much  „    v                          n    ^'             i_- 
relaxed— sufficiently  to  account  for  the  ^^  becomes  an  unreflecting  machine, 
above  symptoms.      I  applied  a  strong  and  goes  through  the  prison  routine 
solution  of  alum,  by  means  of  a  small  without  the  exercise  of  a  single  faculty, 
camel  brush,  touching  the  tonsil  every  Meantime,  his  health  sinks,  and  he 
third  day  with  caustic.    The  effects  of  _  ^.  ,           _    *  j  u        *      ^-  * 
this  combined treatmentwerevery  satis-  ""«'  ^  supported  by  extra  diet,  or 
factory ;    all    the     symptoms    disap-  withdrawn  from  hard  work^  in  order  to 
pearing,    the  voice    permanently  im-  keep  body  and  soul  together, 
proving,  and  the  paUent  gaining  two  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Hill  wishes 
or  three  notes.    I  have  dwelt  longer  on  ^«       j^-j      *u     i      j* 
this  interesting  case  than  I  intended,  to  confirmed  ofienders  to  be  placed  m  con- 
illustrate  the  importance  of  the  "  Medi-  nnement  for  hfe ! 
cated  Vapour  Douche"  in  obstructions  Captain  Williams  states  that  in  several 
of  the  Eustachian  passages.      I  am  JBjig  appropriated  to  the  imprisonment 

abandon  the  hope  of  rehef  until  their  ^^  recovery  of  small  debts,  there  is  no 

ears  have  been  skilfully  explored  by  provision  for  their  sustenance ;  so  that 

catheterism  of  these  passages,    Stric-  the  destitute  are  saved  from  starvation 

tures  of  this  tube  are  removed  on  the  ^y  charity  alone.    The  52d  of  Geo.  III. 

same   pnnciple   as  when  existing  in  "^      ,^-'    , .  -                     _      . 

the  urethra.  By  dilatation  with  bougies  *^^P-  ^^^»  ^"'^^  empowers  Justices  of 

and   medicated  vapour,   these  canals  the  Peace  to  order  relief  to  prisoners 

and  cavities  are  readily  cleared  out.  confined  for  debt  under  meme  proceu^ 

The  great  difficulty  of  the  manipulation  should,  of  course,  be  extended  to  these 

IS  admitted,  but  still  I  have  frequently  ,               - ,,                  ...    ,, 

succeeded  in  passing  a  fine  whalebone  ^^^^^- .  ^^  ®°"^^  ^^  ***®®^  P®"^  J*^''«  ***« 

or  catgut  bougie.  condition  of  the  debtors  is  very  pitiable 
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in  other  respects,  '*  there  being  no  pro-  is  from  nine  to  ten  thousand.     The 

vision  either  of  light,  fuel,  bedding,  punishments  in  the  course  of  the  year 

medical  assistance,  nor  the  means  of  ending   Michaelmas     1841,    were    as 

cleanliness  j  and  in  one  prison  the  water  follows : — 

is  so  bad  as  to  compel  the  prisoners.        Whippings : 

even  with  their  scanty  means,  to  pur-  With  birch-rod  ...  7 

chase  it  from  without."  ,  ^'^^^  cat-o'-nine-tails  .3—        10 

I  rons  1 2!2 

Apropos  to  debtors,  a  scene  occuired  Solitary  coAfiAement   !    !    !    1,936 

not  long  since  at  the  Debtors'  Jail  for  other  punishments  ....  16,006 

the  Honour  of  Wakefield,  at  Halifax,  

which  looks  as  if  it  had  been  transcribed  18,074 

from  some  mediieval  history,  yet  its  Ventilation  is  by  no  means  so  univer- 

actnal  date  was  1841.    Mr.  Foster,  a  sally  attended  to  as  it  merits.    Thus, 

debtor,  died  in  this  jail,  owing  the  in  the  Colchester  borough  jail,  a  pri- 

keeper  about  £150  for  articles  furnished  soner  in  solitary  confinement  waa  in  a 

him  during  his  detention.    The  jailer  cell    nine  feet  by  four,  adjoining  the 

refused  to  give  up  the  body— but  let  privy  which  has  been  erected  for  the 

him  tell  his  own  story  : —  female  prisoners.    He  had  a  sleeping 

"  Mr.  Sutclifie  came  on  Monday  and  cell  of  the  same  size,  and  took  no  ex- 
offered  me  £50  to  let  him  have  tlYe  ercise  in  the  open  air.  The  rooms,  too, 
body,  but  1  would  not  take  it.  On  •*  on  the  ground  and  upper  floor,  entered 
Wednesday  I  buned  the  body  in  the  .  .  -,„,^  ..^  „^„,,  ^  .„^„  „„^j  ,„^,^ 
jail  yard,  about  four  feet  deep.     On  »«t<>  from  the  small  prison  yard,  were 

Thursday  a  mandamus  came  from  the  <l^'te  unfit  for  the  confinement  of  a 

Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  the  delivery  prisoner,  from  the  offensive  state  of  the 

of  the  body,  and  they  dug  it  up  and  drains."    The  town  council,  however, 

took  It  out  of  the  coffin."  ^.^^^  ^1^^^  projecting    improvements, 

Foater  was  confined  for  a  debt  of  ^hich  it  is  to  be  hoped  have  ere  thia 

£32.  12b.  6d.,  and  his  expenses  in  jail  been  carried  into  effect, 

were  more  than  a  pound  a  day.   But  the  But  what  shall  we  say  of  the  black 

prison  is  attached  to  a  public-house.  holes  of  Sheffield,  of  those  lock-ups. 

Assuredly  these  minikin  jails  ought  where  prisoners  are  thrust  into  cells,  un- 
to be  abolished ;  a  prison  with  only  five  provided  with  the  means  of  cleanliness, 
prisoners  is  an  ugly  and  unseemly  toy,  and  in  the  words  of  the  inspector 
and  a  blemish  to  the  social  system  «  muffled  up  in  dirty  straw  litter  ?"  In 
which  it  ia  allowed  to  encumber.  The  the  House  of  Correction  at  Wakefield, 
conjunction,  too,  of  a  jail  and  a  public-  prisoners,  surgeon,  and  turnkey,  alike 
house  is  blameable  beyond  all  names  agree  as  to  the  filthy  state  of  these 
of  censure  j  it  would  seem  as  if,  by  some  Sheffield  receptacles.  The  last  says- 
distorted  reasoning,  it  was  thought  that  ,.  .                                     1.     11  :.     t 

,  .  ,  ,   .           °               X    •  -1  As   soon  as   we   unshackled    the 

a8dnnkbnng8manyamantojail,8oa  prisoners,  1  told  them  to  go  into  the 

jail  ought  to  bring  him  to  drink  again !  dark  cells ;   there  were  about  fifty  of 

On  the  other  hand,  the  largest  prison  them.     They  all  began  to  complain, 

in  the  kingdom  is  one  of  the  best  regu-  particularly  those  who  had  been  there 

,.j                  *i.Ti          en         *•  before.     One  man  asked  me  when  he 

lated;wemeantheHouseofCorrection,  should  be  tried ;  this  was  on  Monday 

Cold  Bath  Fields.  It  commonly  con-  morning.  I  told  him  it  might  be  the 
tains  from  a  thousand  to  eleven  hundred  middle  or  end  of  the  week ;  he  said,  if 
prisoners;  the  greatest  number  at  any    ^f,  thought  he  was  likely  to  be  there 

^^^  *i^^  k»„;«»  iv«*«  iiivR  ;„  tQAt\  *j11  the  end  of  the  week,  he  would 
one  time  naving  been  lloo  in  1840,    «„*i.^«  .*  i    j       -i*  j  u 

,,„,_.    .^°       ...      .  ,    '    rather  at  once  plead  guilty,  and  be 

and  1215  in  1841 ;  while  the  number  sentenced  to  six  months.  The  condi- 
committed  to  it  in  the  course  of  a  year    tion  of  these  prisoners  is   dreadful ; 
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there  are  between  twenty  and  thirty  of  Muffered  under  tMr  teuUmee  «  iigkier 

them  together  in  these  cells  at  a  time."  pujitiAment  than  the  four  kumdr^d  amd 

The  unfortunate  men  locked  up  in  >«  «i^^~rf  hfore  trUl." 

these  infectiooi.  cells  often  bring  the  Hence,  in  many  .nrtance^  the  len^h 

itch  with  them  from  Sheffield  to  Wake-  ^^  P«nwhm«it  depends  more  on  the 

field,   indeed,  this  turnkey  recollects  fo»"«  "^  *«    »^"  *»»"  »»  ^* 

that  of  a  batch  of  six  who  arrived  blackness  of  the  offence, 

thence,  four  had  the  disease.  ^r  tdce  a  mOder  case,  but  .tiU  a 

In  the  Gloucester  County  Jail  and  ^^^  ^  ^-  ^  Two  men  an  thrown 

House  of  Correction,  the  keeper  ob-  >''»«  *f  County  Jatl.  and  after  lymg 

,.v  j^ there   fivq   monthfl    are   brought    to 

,  trial.    One  is  convicted,  the  other  ac- 

in'Zewhr£vTbe»&'beT«^  quitted    The  c<^  in  pacing  «»tence 

and    that  the    treadmill    brlnj[8   out  on  the  former,  leU  hun  that  in  eMie- 

phthisis  in  those  predisposed  to  it.''  quence  of  the  time  he  has  paaaed  in 

In  the  prison  at  Durham,  Mr.  Hill  jwl>  ^e  »  condemned   to   only   one 

found  seven  convicts  heavily  ironed,  month's  farther  imprisonment    Sathat 

This  prison  is  not  considered  secure,  ^^e  innocent  man  has  sufl^red  five- 

and  it  is  therefore  thought  necessary  sixths  of  the  punishment  inflicted  on 

to  put  male  convicts  in  irons.  *^®  guilty  one  I 

Again,  the   look-up   at  Chester-le-  Lord  Western  informs  us,  in  addi- 

Street,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  is  not  *^on,  that  a  statute  of  Edward  the 

a  secure  building,  and  consequently.  Third   distinctiy    directs    that    jails 

says  Mr.  HiU,  ''the  barbarous  custom  «lM)uld   be  deUvered   at  least   three 

of  having  chains  and  rings  to  fasten  tw»es  in  the  year,  and  more  often,  if 

prisoners  to  is  made  use  of."  ^^^  ^-    ^^^^^  ^"^  Western  made 

These  points  we  have  selected  from  »  8P«»^  <>»  *Ws  subject  in  1819,  the 

the  sixth  and  seventh  Reports  of  the  Attorney-General  and  he  differed  on 

Inspectors  of  Prisons;   we  will  now  the  interpretation  of  this atatntc;  bat 

touch  upon  another  one,  which  they  i' »«  of  litUe  importance  which  was  in 

do  not  mention,  but  which  has  lately  *«  "«^^'     I'  w  obviously  so  wrong 

been  the  subject  of  a  pamphlet  by  ^^*  ^  prisoner,  whether  innocent  or 

Lord  Western— we  mean  the  more  fre-  S^^^Y*  «^«ld  ^^  »  i"J  ^^  or  aeren 

quent  delivery  of  our  jails*.  months  before  his  trial  comes  on,  that 

At  present,  assizes  are  held  but  twice  ^«  ^^^7  ^ant  the  authority  of  the 
a  year,  and  the  interval  between  the  fourteenth  centmy  to  back  our  corn- 
midsummer  and  spring  assizes  is  so  long  »<»  •««««•  I^  »  *"!«  **»»^  ■»  *^ 
that  a  prisoner  may  have  to  endure  a  ^^^  »  unrepealed,  it  might  stiU  he 
longerincarcerationbeforehistrial,than  revived  i  but  this  is  scarcely  to  be 
he  would  be  sentenced  to,  if  convicted,  expected,  especially  as  its  interprets^ 
This  injustice  occurs  on  a  very  large  *»®»  ^  somewhat  doubtful :  the  hoped- 
scale ;  for  Lord  Western  found  that  ^^^  improvement  must  proceed  from  a 
405  persons,  who  were  tried  at  the  ^^^  ^^« 

Spring  Assizes,  had  been  in  prison  be-  This  is  one  of  those  reforms  which 

fore  the  first  of  October,  "  wkiie  eigki  ^^^  ^^7  ^  ^  frcquenUy  discussed  in 

hundred  pereone  eonvieied  of  felony,  <>'d«'  **>  ^  speedUy  carried.    As  oar 

judges  are  no  longer  limited  to  the 

JLJ^'^J^'^  arraneato  in  ikvonr  of  •  more  mystic  number  of  twelve,  no  one  would 

LoDdon,  194a.  object  to  An  addition  for  the  further- 
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Ance  of  justice ;  since  every  one  will    who  had  heen  treated  in  the  Burglcal  warda 

agree  in  the  truth  of  the  axiom  which    ^^  •  P'^^^fJl^P^*^- ,  T^  ^*  ^"  »?*• 
**o  i.        n  1  Without  selection,   and  is  composed  of  a 

Lord  Western  quotes  from  Coke  ;—  genes  of  diseases,  hijories,  and  operations  of 

'<  Dilatio  Jnstitte  est  qnndam  negmtio."  the  varied  nature,  as  to  kind,  duration,  and 

._ ~—     fetal  character,  usually  met  with  together  in 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL    ^  ."^J^l^'    ^IT^Ji.'I^f  ^!f  •  •.fP^^ 

kind  of  injury,  are  not  included  in  it:  nor 

SOCIETY.  ^^  tlic  symptoms  of  the  patients  during  life, 

January  Mth,  IMS.  or  the  moihid  appearances  found  in  other 

Tbb  PansiDENT  IN  THE  Cbaib.  orgsus  hcsidcs  the  Inngs. 

He  arranges  the  cases  into  four  classes. 

On  CoHoettive  Pneumoma,  consequent  upon  «nd  finds,  Jrst,  that  of  those  in  which  the 

Surgical   Operations,  Dueaees,  and  7ii.  presence  of  pneumonU  was  evinced  hy  the 

juries.    By  John  E.  Ebtcbsbn,  Esq.  diseased  condition  being  confined  to  one 

Th«  objectof  the  writer  U  to  show,  that  in  *«»f '  ^J  its  havhig  sdvanc^to  solidificaaon. 

i  j--^n  -« J  :»;.,.^«.  n.n.ii«  ^«»;»i»  «.»«i*..  ©r  by  its  being  combined  with  inflammation 

^^ofmLmwMtioPu,  which  he  «!-    •*^  '^JTT^'  ^  "  RT'I  ~°" 

Tert.   to   dUtinct  from   «tive    Wtopthic  f^vri?""?. *^«'*  "^^  «™^  '^ 

"..._.  _„_vi^  „„_  _^,i_  »i,.i.  to  estabush  the  diacnosu:   there  are  II. 

pneumoma,  end  resemblei  more  nearly  that  ^^     that  of  oj^  in  whidi  the  lunga 
condition  of  tbelimg.  stated  b,iomeantl^«  ^^^^«»^J^^«^ 

fb  be  frequently  foimdwtyphu.  fever  and  J^  ^  ^,,    I^UyTttat  of^Tiii 

^.^^^^t^L^J^Ii^  which  the  tang.  we^ftSSlpSrf^yteShJ^ 

the  fyrtm.    "WUe  pjweaww  leva*!  cha-  a^|„  147  Hefhither  itatee.  ttat  of  the 

iMter.  dHtoct  from  thoM  oFpawre  con-  S^^jJiaJJ^  theteTSS,  tte  Soeu- 

pbonHprodBced by mwj. meAMjal cauMt.  ^  ^^  «l«w»drto  17.  to  the  J^ 

"congertiTepneiunonia''«e.i)edaUy  marked  ZiTof  hepSS.    Beid- mStanSu 

br  an  encoraed  and  condenaed  condition  of  y7     ,      •        V"       T~^,  "V""b  »» 

SnaideimS&on.andth.tmo.tfr«inentty  *«^<"'«1  oommert.  on  tiie  table,  the  author 

tbeinferioraidportiriorpartoftbeleS.^  S.^;,lZ*oJ^i2L"tS3r^  S 
The  blood,  the%«tbor  aaya.  nnderthe  in-  *•  **~«*«  **.*•*  q^tem  wMch  may  be 
iThenoe  of  depi«Hi<«  cana^,  and  chiefly  at.  wppo^d  to  render  patMBt.  •ff^'d  wi& 
toibnted  by  &m  to  confinement  in  tbi  ».  ^^ISif^"^'  ,w'*°  •^rj!!'''?'^  ? 
combent  podtion  in  the  impure  atmoq>h«e  S^SSS  «"»«^'  P«?«^  >f  "•  *» 
of  an  hoeiital  or  idck  room,  and  to  the  irh-  ««?^w  P"*"?*??? '  *^  eo«*ide.  by 
tati*e  fcv«  conaequent  on  lUnd.  or  pnrfbae  P«»«»«  «*  »*•  '"•^  "S^:™*  VotP-*. 
d|«?«rg«^.Ugnate.inttaluy:.dJ«.  £ «.^ ST^:!^ i^r^^^n 3^.M 
of  imtatioo  is  consequently  set  up,  and  m-    "^  r-T^k  Jr!I^  ■«w»wu  sou  b«b™ 

flammation  of  a  passive  type  is  excited.     In    «g»^°«  its  effects. ^__^ 

the  first  stage,  the  affected  parts  are  of  a  livid,  oTiMTr>AT   -KifvrvQ 

violet,   or  purole  mottled   colour,  heavy.  CL.INH.A1.  WOTES. 

compact,  but  finable,  readily  breakiivi  down  Br  J.  Apai»  Lawux,  M.D. 

into  a  grumons  pulp,  snd  scarcely  crq>itating       Profesaor  of  Suig err,  Andenon's  Univenityp 
when  pressed  upon,  but  exndiiy  a  very  con*  Glasgow, 

■iderable  quantity  of  thin,  spumoos,  frothy  [Continnsdli<omp.MO.] 

fluid.    In  the  second stsge  the  tissue  of  the  -•- 

organ  U  more  dense,  but  stiU  very  friable  i    Ca8»  yi.--PopUteol  Aneurism.-^Qpirm. 
it  does  not  crepitate,  but  sinks  in  water,  and  <ioii.*«-CWrf , 

when  cut  into,  the  sides  of  the  incision  pre-  Novenbor,  1B40.— Robert  Beeket,  aged 
sent  a  smooth  uniform  black  aspect,  to  be  81,  flesbar;  UHmarried;  dark  eompkiion; 
attributed  to  a  highly  gorged  state  of  the  looks  in  good  health ;  dissipated.  I»  right 
capillary  network  of  the  lungs  compressing  popliteal  space,  immediately  behind  the  kiwe, 
the  air  cells,  which  are  either  empty,  or  oon^  there  is  a  tomor  about  the  sise  of  a  hen's 
tain  at  most  a  thin  serous  flnid.  In  order  egft  soft,  pulsating  throo^iout,  eommuni- 
to  establish  hii  proposition,  that  this  land  of  catiag  through  the  stethoscope  a  very  strong 
pneumonia  is  prevalent  in  cases  of  surgical  souisiet  syncfaronoaa  with  tfiabeat  of  the  ar- 
oomplaints  of  the  miscellaneoos  desariptioa  tsries,  nd  to  the  fingers,  on  firm  pressure, 
impned  by  the  title  of  his  paper,  he  prssents  (wlucb  greatly  reduces  itisise,)  a  grating,  or 
a  Table  containing  a  record  of  62  post*  nibbing  tsiif  t^^y  Pulsation  in  femoral  ar- 
mortem  examinations  of  the  longs,  in  patients    tery  normal ;  that  of  tibial  cannot  be  Mi, 
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probably  in  consequence  of  considerable  oede-  sated  since  operation;  posterior  tibia]   feU 

matous  swelling  of  the  leg  and  foot ;  some  opponte  to  mdleolns. 

fnlness  of  superficial  veins;  no  pain  in  the  23rd.— Ligature  came  away  on  the  16th 
tumor,  but  rheumatic  pains  in  knee.  General  day  from  the  operation.  Erysipelatous  red- 
health  good.  ness  appeared    around    the  wound,   which 

Two  months  ago,  after  a  fall  in  a  field,  felt  ended  in  an  abscess,  discharging  a  conaide- 

acute  pain  in  right  ham,  and  several  days  rable  amount  of  pus. 

afterwards  first  observed  a  small  tumor  in        November  22nd. — Discharge  ftom  absoesa 

that  situation,  which  has  since   slowly  in-  gone ;  wound  healed.     Dismissed  cured. 
creased  ;  has  been  liable  to  rheumatic  pains        It  is  hardly  necessary  to  offer  any  remarks 

for  two  years.  on  an  operation  so  frequently  perfboned  urn 

24th. — A  consultation  having  unanimously  ligature  of  the  femoral  artery.     The  time  for 
recommended  operation,  the  femoral  artery  its  performance  in  popliteal  aneurism  is  early 
was  tied  to-day,  about  a  hand's   breadth  — as  soon,  indeed,  as  the  increasing  sixe  olf 
below  Poupart's  ligament.     The  vessel  lay  the  swelling  removes  all  hope  of  a  aponta- 
rather  deep,  but  the  operation  was  accom-  neons  cure.      I  feel  confident  that  correct 
plished  with  perfect  facility,  and  with  the  loss  statistics   will   shew,  that   the  smaller    the 
of  not  more  than  half  an  ounce  of  blood,  tumor,  ceteris  paribvs,  the  greater  the  sue- 
Both  ends  of  the  ligature  were  allowed  to  cess  after  operation,    lliere  is  much  more  of 
remain,   and    were    brought   by    a    needle  loss  than  of  gain  in  delay,  founded  on  what  I 
through  the  integuments  on  the  outer  side  of  have  always  considered  the  vain  hope,  that  a 
the    wound  ;    edges   approximated  by  two  lai^  swelling,  by  impeding  the  direct,  au^- 
stitches,  and  adhesive  plaster ;  limb,  half  an  ments  the  anastomosing  circulation, 
hour  after  the  operation,  has  not  fallen  in        The  point  at  which   I  prefer  tying  the 
temperature.     Complained  a  good  deal  of  artery  is  the  junction  of  the  upper  with  the 
pain  during  the  operation,  and  on  tying  the  middle  third  of  the  thigh.     No  doubt  the 
ligature,  referred  to  the  knee,  and  still  conti-  artery  here  is  deeper  and  more  closely  con- 
nuing.  Pulse  and  temperature  natural.  Limb  nected  with  the  vein  than  in  what  is  called 
has  been  wrapped  in  warm  fiannel.  the  superficial  femoral ;  but  the  risk  oi  hae- 

Hab.  Stat.  Opii.  Mollis  gr.  ij.  perstant  morrhage  from  the  wound  of  the  opcratiaa  is 

dolore  repetenda,  so  great,  when  the  femoral  is  tied  near  the 

25th.-P«in  in  hip.  knee,  uid  hed,  with  P2>fi"«J.,«  to  forbid  that  l»rt  of  *?  t"-* 

Tt^«mtsB,  became  «.  M^e  that  he  has  ^'S  f  f^       .«1Pe«f on,  nnh»  in  <»ea. 

h«l  ten  grain,  of  opium  withont  deep.     At  »'  •'^'"'»  nece«Hty.     I  «m  not  aware  dmt 

^'^:T^L**nS^e,'ti»??o^t'rd"S«  P">^»'»"  but  Aeca^sin  wh4ith«.oc- 

«I.«i   k«?L^*  -«i  J         ^^^  curred  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  shew  that 

cool,  but  not  cold.  ...        •  i_    v  v        1.4.^^4.^1.:  j 

The  ligature  was  found  loose  in  the  wound  "  ^  ™!F  ''^"=''  "JStt  »ot  to  be  mcurred. 

on  the  15th  day.    The  wound  healed  kindly.  ,  The  directiOM  for  its  peiformanoe  are^ 

No  mitoward  symptom  occurred  except  a  free  external  incmon,  and  c«»mpa»ing  the 

continuance  of  Ihe  pain  in  the  heel,  with  "5«^'«  ""^^  the  artery.    Thu  !»»»  sty  of 

numbne.1.    The  tunTor  diminished,  and  be-  *'«'  operahon  is  the  only  one  of  difficulty  or 

came  moreable,  but  did  not  disapp^.  "'"•f';    The  artery  should  be  genfly  sepa. 

'^^  rated  from  the  vem  at  its  mner  edge,  the 

Cask    VII. — Popliteal   Aneurism  — Ope^  needle  passed  from  within  outwards,  no  force 

ration, — Cure,  used,  and  when  the  point  of  the  needle  shews 

Occurred  in  the  hospital  practice  of  the  late  itself  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  artery,  care 

Dr.  Auchincloss,  from  whose  journal  I  abridge  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  that  it  is  not 

it.  carrying  a  fold  of  the  vein  before  it.     It  is 

James  CuUen,  sailor,  admitted  September  at  this  last  stage  that,  I  believe,  the  vein  is 

30,  1837.     About  two  months  since,  with-  wounded.     It  was  at  this  period  that  venous 

out  any  obvious  cause,  experienced  an  unna-  blood  flowed  in  Ballantine's  case.     If  tiie 

tural  feeling  of  stiffness  in  the  left  ham,  which  vein  be  thus  entangled  the  needle  should  be 

was  soon  afterwards  followed  by  a  hard  swell-  withdrawn,    the   outer  edge  of  the   artery 

ing  about  the  size  of  the  finger  point.     The  gently  dissected,  and  the  needle  re-introduced 

swelUog  has  gradually    increased,   without  as  before.     Two  common  knots  should  be 

pain  or  uneasiness,  except  stiffness  in  walk-  tied,  and  both  ends  of  the  ligature  left ;  and 

ing.     On  admission,  it  is  nearly  as  large  as  the  wound  dressed  with  two  stitches,  and  ad- 

the  fist,  and  pulsates  firmly  and  distinctly,  hesive  plaster  between  and  on  either  side. 

Integuments  sound.     General  health  good.  No  compress  or  bandage  is  admissible.     The 

October  8. — On  the  4th  instant,  femoral  Hmb  should  be  laid  on  its  outside,  and  wrap- 
artery  secured  by  ligature  at  lower  part  of  ped  in  warm  flannel.  Pain  is  very  generally 
upper  third  of  thigh.  No  bad  symptom,  complained  of,  which  is  best  aUayed  by  full 
Tumor  diminished  in  size,  and  has  not  pul-  doses  of  opium. 
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Tbe  above  table  consists  of  7  cases,  of 
which  one  was  in  the  carotid  and  six  in  the 
brachial.  Of  the  latter,  five  followed  vene- 
section, and  one  an  injury-  Six  recovered, 
and  one  died ;  but  in  one  the  patient  was 
saved  by  amputation.  The  success  of  the 
operations  is,  therefore,  as  two  to  five. 

The  case  of  the  carotid  occurred  a  good 
many  years  ago,  under  Dr.  Perry,  who  was 
then  surgeon  to  the  hospital,  and  with  whose 
permission  I  give  the  following  abridged 
details.  (Vide  Glasgow  Medici  Jonrnial, 
Vol.  IV.) 

Cask  VIII.— Peter  M*Arthur,  set.  39, 
admitted  14th  November,  1820.  Two  years 
ago  a  small  painful  swelling  appeared  behind 
the  angle  of  the  jaw  on  the  right  side,  which 
suppurated,  was  punctured,  discharged  mat- 
ter, and  afterwards  degenerated  into  an  ex- 
tensive ulcer.  Behind  this  ulcer  a  pulsating 
tumor  shewed  itself,  which,  in  the  course  of 
twelve  months,  gave  way  five  times,  and  on 
each  occasion  discharged  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  arterial  blood. 

He  was  admitted  a  few  hours  after  the  last 
of  these  bleedings,  in  a  state  of  nearly  perfect 
collapse,  and  as  soon  as  the  operation  could 
with  safety  be  undertaken,  the  common 
carotid  was  tied.  The  ligature  separated  on 
the  1 3th  day,  and  everything  went  on  favour- 
ably till  the  29th  of  December,  45  days  after 
the  operation,  when  profuse  bleeding  took 
palcefrom  the  original  spot,  through  the  ulcer 
at  the  angle  of  the  jaw.  The  lowest  diet,  rest, 
and  firm  pressure,  were  prescribed  with 
success.  The  hemorrhage  did  not  recur, 
and  he  left  the  house  January  24th,  1821, 
cured. 

This  man  is  stiU  alive.  There  has  been 
no  return  of  disease  in  his  neck. 

Traumatic  aneurism  generally  shews  itself 
in  one  of  two  forms,  the  circumscribed  and 
the  diffused.  I  shall  offer  a  few  remarks  on 
the  kind  of  operation  required  in  these  two 
species. 

Wliat  kind  of  operation  ought  to  be  per- 
formed in  eircunucrided  traumatic  aneurism .' 

I  am  surprised  to  find  that  the  reply  to 
this  question,  as  given  by  several  surgical 
auth<nities,  as  Professcr  Syme,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, Mr.  Liston,  and  others,  is  in  favour  of 
the  old  operation  of  opening  the  sac  and  tying 
the  vessel  above  and  below  the  wound.  With 
all  due  deference,  I  consider  this  recommen- 
dation as  a  retrograde  step  in  the  treatment 
of  aneurism,  and  one  which  ought  not  to  be 
acted  on,  unless  in  exceptions  of  rare  occur- 
rence. I  do  not  know  one  well-founded 
argument  iu  its  favour,  whereas  those  against 
it  are  numerous  and  obvious.  It  is  more 
difficult  of  performance,  more  painful,  more 
dangerous,  and  less  likely  to  be  successful. 
Hie  difference  between  a  compound  wound 
of  an  artery  (if  I- may  use  the  expression)  and 
a  simple  one,  is  as  great  as  between  a  com- 
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j)Oimd  and  a  limpk  ftvetnre.  We  are  every  joint  was  deemed  neceasary,  and  the  man  re- 
day  becoming  more  and  more  alive  to  the  oovered.  It  may  be  aa  well  to  gire  the  par- 
great  advantagea  of  entire  a&d  nninjured  ticulars  of  thia  last  case,  to  ahew  that  it  does 
int^gament,  and  in  no  leaion  ia  aound  ikin  of  not  militate  against  tiie  kind  of  operation  I 
greater  importance  than  in  injariea  of  arte*  am  advocating.  It  oooarred  in  the  Koffpilal 
riea.  When  the  ii^jury  ia  compound,  (or,  aa  practice  of  the  late  Dr.  Aucbindoas. 
it  ia  naaally  called,  the  artery  woonded),  im-.  p^  be  conthraed.] 

mediate  death,  or  very  aerions  hemorrhage,  ia     ._ -^ .. . 

moat  ftecarriy  prevented  by  expoaing  the  Qy  THE 

injured  point,  and  applying  two  ligatorea. 

When  it  ia  aimple,  either  originaUy,  or  in  OPERATION  OP  CALOMEL. 

oonaeqnence  of  the  wmrod  havmg  heakd,  [An  extensive  aeries  of  Bxperineiita  on  the 


there  ia  no  immediate  danger,  and  the  Han*  Operation  of  Calomel  have  recently  beeai  per- 

terian  operation  with  one  Hgatore  conatitntea  J?^«i,  by  Mr.  Mijrray,  from  which  he  dn«n 

the  pr^er  treatment.     This  opinion  doea  t^e  subjomed  condudous.] 
not  rest  on  theory,  bnt  on  many  successful 

operationa.    There  are  few,  perhapa,  who  lat.  When  administered  to  dogs  in  doses 

would  lay  open  the  sac  and  tie  the  injured  of  from  iive  to  thirty  graina,  calomel  occa. 

veasd  in  those  cases  in  which  the  integument  aiona,  in  a  leas  or  greater  degree,  a  preter- 

had  not  been  wounded ;  but  as  /  know  that  natural  afflux  of  blood  to  the  minute  arteries 

(hia  ia  not  the  universal  opinion,   I  may  >nd  capillaries  of  the  gastro-intestinal  (naore 

quote  the  following  among  aeverai  caaea.  particularly  the  gastric  and  colic)  mooons 

membrane,  imparting  to  that  tissue  a  capilli- 

C ABB  IX. — Traumatic  aneurism  qf posterior  form,   punctiform,  or  uniform   red    tinge. 

tiliai  attheankle,'--Hmnterian  operation.  Thia  imamaaed  vaacniaiity,  which  ia  aligfatiy 

— Ourt,  marked  after  dosea  of  five  and  ten  grains 

Jamea  Robertson,  set.  40,  labourer,  De*  (Experimenta  xii.  xiii.  and  xiv.)   beooBoes 

oember  24th»   1839,  fell  from  a  height  of  more  perceptible  in   doses  of  twenty  and 

ten  feet,  on  hia  feet,  and  severely  injured  thirty  grains,  and  ia  accompanied  with  nKNre 

both  anklea.     He  waa  confined  to  bed,  and  or  leaa  sanguineous  eSVimon  on  the  mucova 

the  usual  remedies  applied.  anrfiice,  either  in  dots  (like  bleeding  pointa) 

January   12th,   (19   daya  after  the  aod-  or  in  small  streaks  or  patches  (Experiments 

dent)  a  pulsatory  avrelling  waa  discovered  in  ▼.  xi.) 

the  course  of  the  right  porterior  tibial,  near  3d.  In  the  above-mentiotted  doses  it  in* 

the  ankle.  creasea  the  flow  of  bile  into  the  doodenom ; 

16th.  -^  The  posterior  tibial  waa    tied,  and 

about  three  inches  above  the  malleolus.  3d.  It  increaaea  the  accretion  firom  the 

.  24th. — ^The  ligature  came  away,  the  wound  intestinal  mucoua  folliclea  and  aeroiia  ex* 

healed  readily,  the  swelling  diaappeared,  and  halants. 

the  cure  waa  complete.  4th.  When  adminiatered  in  doses  of  one« 

,  two,  and  three  drachms,  it  produces,  in  addi* 

CasxX.— 7Va»ma/tc^iie«rf«m/rom6/Md.  tion  to  a  greater  amount  of  the  pteoedhxg 

ing  at  the  bend  qf  the  arm.  —  Hunterian  effects,  capilliform  injection  of  the  peritooeal 

aperation^Cure,  coat  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  alten, 

George  Neabitt,  et.  35,  handloom-weaveff  u  well  aa  increaaea,  their  internal  aecretiona, 

June  1838  :  waa  Ued  at  the  bend  of  the  arm  occaaioniag  a  aaaguineovs,  or  dark  gmmovia, 

three  montha  ago,  and  had  the  brachial  artery  or  sanious,  or  aero-albuminoua  effbaion  on 

wounded.     A  tumor  the  size  of  a  pigeon'a  the  Inner  surface  of  the  bowela,  particularly 

egg  has  since  gradually  formed,  poeaesailig  of  the  colon.  (Experiments  ti.  iv.  vil.xv.  vl. 

all  the  charactera  of  aneurism.    The  brachial  ix.)    In  one  experiment  (ix.)  all  these  dif- 

waa  tied  in  the  usual  way,  about  three  indies  ferent  kinds  of  secretion    (resembling  the 

above  the  elbow.    Within  an  hour  after  the  appearances  of  acute  dysentery)  were  found 

operation  pulsation  was  perceptible  in  the  in  the  small  intestines  of  the  same  dog,  and 

radial  at  the  wriat,  but  not  in  the  tumor.     In  must  have  been  of  recent  formation,  aa  they 

ten  days  tlie  ligature  came  away,  and  the  had  not  passed  into  die  colon.     Undtor  the 

wound  healed  readily.     I  heard  from   thia  influence  of  the^e  doses,  also,  bile  flows  into 

man  to-day.    The  swelling  haa  long  aince  th«  cavity  of  the  stomach, 

disappeared,  and  the  limb  is  aa  strong  as  its  These  results  appear  to  me  condoaiTely  to 

fellow.  establish,  that  calomel  excites  and  increaaea 

In  five  of  the  aix  cases  of  traumatic  brachial  (and,  under  certain  drcomstances*  modifies) 

aneuriam  in  the  table,  the  Hunterian  opera*  the  physiologi<»l  actions  of  die  minute  arte- 

tion  waa  perfbrmed.  In  four,  aa  for  aahemor->  ries,  capillaries,  and  secretory  veeaeb  of  the 

rhage  is  concerned,  successfully ;  in  the  fifth,  gastro  enteric  mucoa«  mraibrane  %  and  that 

the  bleeding  returned,  but  not  from  the  on*  these  effects  are  in  some  degite  proportkmed 

ginal  wound.    Amputation  at  the  shoulder-  to  the  largeness  of  the  dose  administered. 
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The  appartnt  discrepancy  •  between  tiie  illastration  will  shew  iti  btering  on  medical 

results  of  these  experiments  and  those  ob-  practice. 

tained  on  a  more  limited  scale  by  Mr.  If  calomel  in  large  doses  (as  contended  for 
Annesley  in  regard  to  the  stimulant  or  seda-  by  Mr.  Annesley)  possess  a  direct  sedative 
tive  action  of  calomel  on  the  capillary  blood  effect  on  the  gastric  capillaries*  or  if  (in  the 
vessels  of  the  gastric  mncons  membrane  words  of  Dr.  Ckipland)  it  directly,  **  dimi- 
(for  there  is  an  exact  correspondence  of  re-  nlshes  vascttlar  action  in  the  villous  coat  of 
suit  regarding  its  action  on  the  colon)  ap-  the  stomach,'*  it  follows,  that,  in  all  cases  of 
pears  to  be  pertly  attributable  to  that  author's  inflammation,  or  of  simple  increased  vascular 
having  inferred,  from  two  experiments,  that  action,  in  that  tissue,  large  doses  of  this 
the  natural  and  healthy  state  of  the  stomach  medicine  must  always  be  productive  of  more 
and  bowels  is  that  of  high  vascularity — an  or  less  benefit,  and  cannot  possibly  be  prcsju- 
opinion  which  is  opposed,  1  believe,  to  that  didal  :-^but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  its  phy- 
of  almost  all  anatomists,  and  is  directly  at  Biological  effect  be  to  excite  or  increase 
variance  with  Experiments  i.  iii.  and  vili.  arterial  and  capillary  action,  it  is  probable 
The  discrepancy  in  reference  to  its  operation  that  the  more  acute  forms,  or  the  earlier 
on  the  intestinal  mucous  secretion  is  perhaps  stages,  of  the  affections  referred  to,  would  be 
more  a  difference  of  interpretation  than  any  aggravated,  rather  than  benefited,  by  large 
real  discrepancy  of  results ;  Mr.  Annesley  doses  of  calomel,  until  the  gastric  capillaries 
having  attributed  to  calomel  the  property  of  should  be  previously  depleted,  and  perhaps 
chemically  dissolving  and  detaching  the  their  increased  action  in  some  measure  sub- 
mucus  from  the  mutace  to  which  it  adheres,  dued.  With  thMc  few  observations  I  dismiss 
while  I  have  seen  reason  to  believe  that  it  the  subject.  In  the  hope  that  it  may  engage 
stimulates  the  mucous  and  serous  exhalants  theattention  of  other  members  of  the  Society, 
to  a  preternatural  increase  of  their  secretion,  possessing  better  opportunities  and  qualifi- 
wfaich  combines  with,  and  dilutes,  the  iospis-  cations  for  carrying  it  out.  The  subjrct  is 
sated  mucus  previoudy  lodged  in  the  bowels,  one  of  high  importance  to  practical  medi- 

I  will  not  venture  to  draw  any  therapeutic  cine ;  and  its  further  prosecution  might,  at 

deductions  firom  these  experiments,  farther  the  same  time,  tend  to  throw  some  light  on 

than  to  express  my  belief  that  they  will  be  the  obscure  and    disputed  sul^eet  of  the 

found  not  opposed  to  clinical  observations,  theory  of  inflammation.    The  few  and  im- 

Admitting  the  direct  stimulant  or  irritant  perfect  experiments  now  submitted  to  the 

operation  of  calomel  on  the  healthy  gastro-  society,  in  coi^unction  with  clinical  experi- 

enteric  mucous  capillaries  to  have  been  esta-  ence,  tend  to  fiivour  the'  doctrine  recently 

bUshed,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  this  advocated  by  Dr.  Carswell,  that  inflamma- 

remedy  should  not  exert  an  antiphlogistie  tion  presents  two  successive  stages,  each  of 

or  oontta-stlmnlant  action  on  these  vessels  which  is  referrible  to  opposite  conditions  of 

when  preteniaturally  dilated  and  distended  the  physiolofpioid  properties  of  the  affected 

by  disease.    On  the  contrary,  such  a  there-  tissue. 

pentic  ettoct  would  be  accordant  with  the        It  need  scarcely  be  added,  in  coi^clusion, 

analogous  operation  of  other  remedies,  and  that  these  experiments  are  not  calculated  to 

would  admit  of  a  aatisfsctory  explanation,  throw  any  light  on  the  remote  agency  of 

To  say  notliiiig  of  the  indirect  antiphlogistic  mercury  in  controlling  disease  In  organs  and 

effect  resulting  from  an  increase  of  the  dif-  tissues  with  which  it  does  not  come  into 

ferent  abdominal  secretions,  calomel  may  be  immediate  eontact.*-(7Vansac/tott#  (^  JdTt- 

sttpposed  to  aid  in  re-establishing  the  healthy  dieai  Soeitiy  ftf  Bombay ») 

oontitetiltty  of  the  distended   capillaries, __^_. 

whersby  their  diameters  will  be  lessened  and 

their  morbid  vascularity  rednoed^an  effect  FOREIGN  BODY  IN  THE  CBSOPHA- 

wfaich  will  be  greatly  fSudliUted  by  combine-  Q^g    SEVENTEEN  YEARS. 

tkm  with  soch  remedies  as  directly  allay  the  

nerroias  initafaility  of  the  affected  tissues. 

If  It  be  aaked  what  practical  benefit  can  A  hioblt  intelligent  young  lady  of  this 
result  from  the  discussion  of  the  theory  of  city,  whose  health  has  always  been  delicate, 
the  direct  and  primary  operation  of  calomel,  on  rising  in  the  morning  about  two  years 
provided  its  ultimate  agency  in  subduing  since,  coughed  slightly  and  hawked  some 
inflammatory  actloii  ill  the  mueous  mem-  hard  substance  into  her  mouth.  On  re- 
brtne  of  die  itomadi  and  boweb  be  admitted  moving  a  small  quantity  of  mucus,  with 
--4t  may  be  answered,  that,  as  mercury  which  it  had  been  ejected,  it  was  discovered 
senetimes  removea,  sometimes  aggravates,  to  be  a  small  green  glass  ear-drop.  Her 
these  morbid  affections,  a  knowledge  of  its  mother  collected  distinctly,  that  a  pair  of  ear- 
mode  of  operation  might  enable  us  to  reoon-  rings,  with  green  glass  drop8,had  been  pre- 
die  theaediserepanciBa,  and  thus  give  greater  sented  by  a  relative,  seventeen  years  pre- 
predsion  to  its  administration.    A  single  viously,  and  that  shortly  afterwards,  she  had 
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complained  of  having^  swallowed  one  of 
them ;  but  as  she  felt  no  inconvenience,  no 
notice  was  taken  of  it.  The  intelligence  and 
veracity  of  the  lady  are  such  as  place  the 
focts  as  related  beyond  all  doubt.  The 
ear-drop,  too,  is  evidently  a  very  old- 
fashioned  affair,  such  as  'is  not  now  to  be 
found  in  any  jeweller's  sho^p,— Philadelphia 
Medical  Examiner. 


NOTE  BY  MR.  WALNB  ON  BIS 

CASE  OF  OVARIAN  OPERATION, 

Published  in  the  MbdicalGazbttk  Dec.  23, 1842. 
CFor  the  Meuical  Gazette. J 

The  ligatures  of  the  pedicle,  which  had  not 
come  away  when  the  paper  went  to  press, 
remaining  with  very  little  change  of  position, 
and  being  in  vain  pulled  at  every  other  day, 
on  the  6tli  of  January  were  twisted  gently 
into  the  form  of  a  cord  till  resistance  was 
felt,  and  slight  pain  excited.  Tliey  were 
then  fixed  in  their  twisted  state  by  plaster. 
This  proceeding  was  renewed  on  the  8th ; 
and  on  the  10th  of  January,  about  ten  weeks 
after  the  operation,  they  were  drawn  out 
without  pain  or  reisistance.  In  a  few  days 
the  canal  they  had  occupied  closed,  and  the 
patient's  cure  was  perfected. 

I  was  not  aware  at  the  time  of  drawing 
up  the  particulars  of  my  own  case,  that  tlie 
operation  had  been  performed  by  Dr.  Gran- 
ville. It  appears,  however,  that  that  gen- 
tleman operated  unsuccessfully  in  1827,  and 
that  he  had  attempted  a  similar  operation  in 
the  previous  year,  but,  on  finding  extensive 
adhesions,  desisted  by  the  advice  of  those 
about  him.  No  professional  account  of  the 
completed  operation  was  ever  published. 
Of  the  other  I  find  a  brief  notice  in  a  medi- 
cal journal  of  the  period. 

Guilford  Street,  Russell  Square, 
Jan.  30,  1843. 


HOMOEOPATHY. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 
In  contradiction  to  the  letter  of  an  "  Ho- 
rn ceopathic  Physician,"  contained  in  your 
last  number,  I  beg  distinctly  to  state  that 
Mr.  Barnes  was  not  the  medical  attendant 
of  Lady  Denbigh  in  her  former  accoucho- 
roents,  and  that  in  her  hut  confinement  her 
treatment  was  limited  to  homeopathic 
remedies. — I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.D. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

IjIST  of  gentlemen   admitted  IfSMBERS. 

Friday  January  27,  1843. 

C.  Whhrnstoii.— W.  J.  Preston.— T.  W.  Ben- 
field. -A.  Cartwright-S.  Bylca.— J.  Prowae.— 
S.  Smgleton.— T.  Younff.  — J.  R.  Lewer.  —  T. 
Spencer.— D.  Coulter.— C.  H.  Perry. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RBCKIVKD 
CBaTIFICATXS. 

Thuradayt  January  12,  1843. 

G.  Senior,  Wincanton,  Somerset. —  J.  Garry, 
Dublin.— J.  Rowlantis,  Carmarthen. — C  Shorten, 
Bury,  Saffolk.— £.  Hadduck,  Dudley. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the   number  of    deaths   from    all 

causes  registered  in    the    week    ending 

Saturday,  January  21,  184?. 

Small  Pox 11 

Measles 31 

,  Scarlatina  30 

Hooping  Cough   38 

Croup  S 

Thrush     I 

Diarrhcea    t 

Dysentery  3 

Cholera    o 

Influenza i 

Typhus    XT 

Erysipelas 4 

Syphilis o 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  175 
Diseases  of  the  Longs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    aos 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  28 
Diseases  v>t  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Oiipans  of  Digestion 09 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 6 

Childbed 8 

Ovarian  Dropsy  , l 

Disease  of  Utenu,  &c.   ...*. 3 

Rheumatism 7 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c * I 

Ulcer    O 

Fistula   O 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 92 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 87 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance   33 

Causes  not  specified 3 

Deaths  Arom  all  Causes 980 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Jan.  1813.       Thbrmombtbr.   BAROMrrRK. 

Wednesday  25 
Thursday  .  26 
Friday  ...  27 
Saturday  .  28 
Sunday  .  .  29 
Monday  .  .  30 
Tneaday    .  31 

Wind,  S.  W.  and  S.    Except  the  30th,  generslly 
cloudy. 

Charlss  HRtmr  Aoams. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvv,  57»  Skinner  Street, London. 
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47      54 
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48      55 
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intbtrine  anti  tl^e  Collateral  S^titntta. 


FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  10,  1843. 


LBCTU RBS  month ;  while  its  cervix  is  gradiuiUy  becom- 
ings shorter,   and  the  orifice   thicker  and 

°"  ""  softer.    The  umbilicus  protrudes,  and  white 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF  lines  are  seen  on  the  sides  of  the  abdomen. 

MIDWIFERY,  Not  only  can  the  sound  of  the  foetal  heart, 

.M            ^«^  ^         9  "J*^  *^**  pulsations  of  the  uterine  blood- 

DeUveredin  the  Theatre  qfSt.  George  $  vessels,  be  distinctly  heard  during  the  latter 

Hoepital,  'months,  but  the  movements  of  the  foetus 

£t  Robskt  Lsx,  M.D.  F.R.S.  can  be  felt  by  applying  the  hand  over  the 

_»  uterus.      The    areolae    become  broad  and 

Lkcturx  XY  dark,   and  the  glands  aroimd  the  nipples 

,    ^                                *   -  w,  enlarged,  and  mUk  is  often  secreted. 

OutheDiagnoetieSymptomiqfPreffnanry,  j^  gome  women  conception  is  immediately 

and  on  the  beat  method  qf  aecertaining  foUowed  by  nausea  and  vomiting  in  the 

the  Esietence  qf  Pregnancy  when  eon-  coming,  or  disUke  to  food  which  they  had 

eealed,  complicated,  or  feigned,  previously  relished.     In  many  this  irritabi- 

In  describing  the  growth  and  enlargement  lity  of  the  stomach  on  rising  in  the  morning 

of  the  uterus  during  pregnancy,  I  observed  is  not  observed  till  a  month  or  six  weeks 

that  cessation  of  the  catamenia,  sense  of  hare  elapsed,  and  then  it  occurs  in  a  severe 

iulnesB,  weight,  or  uneasiness  in  the  region  form,  and  continues  nearly  the  whole  of  the 

of  the  uterus  and  bladder,  irritability  of  the  day,  and  a  great  part  of  the  foed  taken  is 

stomach  and  of  the  whole  nervous  and  vas-  rejected  by  vomiting.    The  morning  sick- 

cular  systems,  are  the  most  common  symp-  ness  usually  disappears,  or  becomes  less 

toms    of   early  pregnancy.      Though  ^e  distressipg,  about  the  middle  period  of  preg- 

utems,  at  the  end  of  the  second  month,  be  nancy,  but  in  some  it  continues  till  the  time 

nearly  twice  as  large  as  in  the  unimpreg-  of  ddivery.    Some  women  never  experience 

nafted  state,  its  fundus  cannot  be  fblt  in  the  any  uneasiness  from  nausea  and  sickness  in 

faypogastrium,  and,  except  a  little  fulness  the  morning  at  any  period  of  pregnancy, 

and  softness,  there  is  no  change  in  the  orifice  and  others  suifer  only  from  eardialgia  and 

and  cervix.     In  the  third  month,  the  lips  of  other  symptoms  of  dyspepsia.    This  sym- 

the  OS  uteri  are  thick  and  soft,  and  the  pathetic  affection  of  the  stomach  has  been 

finger  can  be  introduced  a  little  way  within  repeatedly  described  to  me  sa  different  from 

them,  and  the  Nabothean  glands  felt  en-  sea-sickness  and  nausea,  and  Tomiting  pro- 

larged.      Hie  neck  of  the  uterus  is  also  dnoed  by  every  other  cause.    Many  women 

thicker,  softer,  and  more  elastic,  than  before  also  experience  during  the  first  two  or  three 

oonoeptipn.    The  fundus  uteri  can  some-  months,  or  for  a  much  longer  period  after 

timet  be  distinctly  percnved  aboTC  the  brim  oonoeption,  sympathetic  disturbance  of  the 

of  the  pelvis  at  the  end  of  the  third  month,  brain,  indicated  by  headache,  flushing  of  the 

but  more  freqiopBtly  it  csnnot  before  the  end  countenance,  drowsiness  during  the  day,  dis* 

of  the  fourth.    About  twelve  weeks  firom  tnrbed  sleep,  and  frightful  dreuns  at  night, 

the  period  of  impregnation,  the  circulation  unusual  irritability  of  temper,  toothadie, 

of  the  blood  in  the  walls  of  the  uterus  can  and  other  painfiil  nervous  affections,  and  all 

occasionally  be  heard ;  but  the  pulsations  of  the  forms  of  hysteria.    The  features  usually 

the  foetal  heart  are  sddom  perceptible  before  become  pale  and  thin,  and  the  general  aspect 

the  fifth  month.    The  body  of  the  uterus,  of  the  countenance  changed.     It  is  necet- 

alter  the  middle  period  of  pregnancy,  con-  Mry,  however,  always  to  remember,  wl^en 

tinues  to  enlarge  till  the  end  of  the  ninth  investigating  cases  of  concealed,  complicated^ 
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and  feigned  pregnancy,  and  the  diseases  Desormeaux,   *'8ome  cases  in    which  the 

which  resemble  it,  that  all  these  symptoms  appearance  of  the  menses  in  small  quantity, 

may  be  observed  when  pr^^nancy  does  not  and  at  an  unasnal  time,  wasaknost  «  certain 

exifit.     Suppression  of  the  catamenia  is  the  sign  of  conception."    A  similar  romark  b 

occurrence  by  which  the  greater  number  of  made  by  Puzos,  Stein,  and  Oanfien.     Ilieae 

women  first  know  that  Uiey  are  pregnant ;  are  merely  a  few  exceptions  to  the  goaeral 

but  this  also  may  take  place  without  preg-  rule,  that  menstruation  disappears  eatirdy 

nancy.     I  believe,  from  the  anatomy  of  the  after  conception.  ^ 

gravid  uterus  and  other  circumstances,  that  The  hypogastrium  begins  to  enlarge  in 

regular  menstruation  never  takes  place  during  some  women  at  the  end  of  the  aecond  mondi. 

pregnancy  ;  but  many  of  the  best  writers  on  and  the  fundus  uteri  can  be  felt  above  the 

midwifery  are  of  a  different  opinion^  and  brim  of  the  pelvis  in  the  course  of  the  third 

relate  cases  in  which,  from  the  quantity  and  month.     Much  more  frequently  the  ftindits 

appearance  of  the  fluid  discharged  periodi-  cannot  be  distinctly  felt  in  th^  hypogaatriom 

cally  from  the  gravid  uterus,  they  considered  till  the  middle  period  of  pregnancy,  wliaa  the 

menstruation  to  have   repeatedly  occurred  movements  of  the  foetus  are  first  felt  by  the 

during  pregnancy.     I  have  seen  a  considera-  mother,  or  quickening  takes  place.      In  a 

ble  number  of  women  who  have  stated  that  few  instances,  these  movements,  at  first  feeble 

they  always  continued   to   menstruate  for  and  indistinct,  have  been  perceived  aa  early 

several  months  after  conception,  but  I  had  as  the  middle  of  the  fourth  month,  or  even 

no  means  of  verifying  their  statements  by  before  this   time.      As  gestation   advances 

comparing  the  fluid  (Escharged  with  the  ca-  they  become  gradually  stronger,  and  can  be 

tamenial   fluid.      It  is  best,   for  practical  felt  when  the  hand  is  applied  over  the  abdo- 

purposes,  to  admit  that  periodical  discharges  men,  or  even  seen  through   the   parietes. 

take  place  occasionally,    though  not  fre-  Some  women  are  unable  to  fix  the  time  of 

quently,  from  the  gravid  uterus,  like  men-  quickening ;    in  others  it  occurs  saddeoly, 

struation,  and  that  we  have  no  opportunity  and  is  accompanied  with  fiiintness  and  hy5- 

of  proving  that  they  differ.     Dr.  Heberden  terical   symptoms.      Quickening   does   not 

has  related  at  least  one  case  of  what  he  be-  arise  from  the  communication  of  life  to  the 

lioved  to  be  menstruation  during  pregnancy,  foetus  at  the  moment,  nor  from  the  gravid 

Daventer  gives  the  history  of  a  woman  who  uterus  suddenly  rising  out  of  the  pelvis,   or 

violated  the  established  laws  of  nature  by  from  the  removal  of  pressure  from  the  iliac 

never  menstruatingexcept  during  pregnancy,  vessels.    It  is  most  probably  prodnoed  soldy 

Dewees  and  Baudelocque  have  recorded  siroi-  by  the  movements  of  the  foetus  itselfy  and 

lar  cases  ;  and  Dr.  Evory  Kennedy,  if  I  re-  occurs  as  soon  as  the  lower  extremities  are 

collect  right,  states  that  he  has  met  with  two  sufficiently  developed  to  enable    then    to 

individuals    who,  if  their  own  statements  strike  against  the  walls  of  the  uteras  with 

could   be  credited,  were  similarly  circum-  sufficient  force  to  be  felt  by  the  mother.    In 

stanced.      **  We  must  not  conclude,"  ob-  the  latter  months,  one  of  the  best  means 

serves  Dr.  Blundell,  *'  that  a  woman  is  not  which  can  be  employed  for  the  detectkm  of 

pregnant  merely  because  she  menstruates ;  for  pregnancy  when  concealed  is  to  press  firmly, 

although  doubts  may  be  raised  respecting  and  for  some  time,  the  points  of  the  fingers 

'  the  continuance  of  the  catamenia  during  the  against  the  opposite  sides  of  the  uterus,  which 

whole  of  gestation,  yet  I  have  repeatedly  occasions  uneasiness  to  the  foetus,  and  makes 

met  with  cases  of  pregnancy  in  which  the  it  move  briskly.   The  sameeflect  is  produced 

catamenia  have  continued  to  flow  during  the  occasionally    by    the    stethoscope    pressed 

first  two  or  three  months-     Indeed,  this,  against  the  uterus,  and  the  movements  are 

notwithstanding  Dr.  Deraan's  assertion  to  distinctly  felt  before  the  pulsations  of  the 

the  contrary,  may,  I  think,  be  looked  u)K>n  uterine  blood-vessels  or  foetal  heart  have 

as  by  no  means  very  uncommon.''     **  We  been  heard. 

have  met  with  several  instances  of  menstrua-  In    1822,   M.   Kergaradec  published   a 

tion  occurring  once  after  conception,"  ob-  memoir  on  auscultation,  in  which  he  stated 

serves  Dr.  Montgomery,  **  and  at  this  mo-  that  if  the  tiaked  ear,  or  with  the  stetho- 

-  ment  we  are  in  attendance  on  two  ladies,  to  scope  interposed,  be  applied  to  the  abdo- 

both  of  whom  it  happened;    and   one  of  men  of  a  pregnant  woman,  provided  the 

them,  who  has  borne  three  children,  and  is  pregnancy  be  at    a    sufficiently  advanced 

now  a  fourth  time  pregnant,  assured  us  that  stage,  in  almost  every  instance  we  can  ob- 

she  always  knew  when  she  had  become  with  serve,  at  some  part  of  the  uterus,  a  peculiar 

child  by  the  unusual  profusensss  of  the  next  sound,  bearing  more  or  less  resemblance  to 

period.''     This  is  distinctly  taken  notice  of  that  emitted  by  the  action  of  bdlows,  and 

by  Johnson,  who  says,  *'  Some  have   the  which  he  termed  the  placental  souffle,  from 

menstrua  copiously  at  the  first  period."     A  the  circumstance  of  his  having  observed  it 

diminution  of  the    quantity  under  similar  at  that  part  of  the  outer  wall  of  the  uterus 

circumstances  has,  however,  been  more  fire-  corresponding,  as  he  believed,  to  the  !«i^»ot 

queutly  observed.     '*I   have  seen,"   says  where  the  placenta  was  attached  internally. 
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It  is  DOW  quite  certain,  that  thia  sound,  had  related  similar  cases  in  the  second  edi- 
which  can  be  heard  in  a  large  proportion  of  tion  of  bis  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Heart. 
cases  during  the  last  five  months  of  preg-  Dr.  Montgomery  relates  a  case  of  large 
nancy,  and  sometimes  as  early  as  the  end  of  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus,  in  which  this 
the  third  month,  depends  upon  the  circula-  sound  was  distinctly  heard,  and  another  in 
tion  of  the  blood  in  the  arteries  and  veins  which  the  spleen  was  supposed  to  be  en- 
distributed  through  the  walls  of  the  gravid  larged,  and  in  which  this  sound  was  dis- 
uterus,  and  can  often  be  distinctly  perceived  tinctly  audible.  *'  It  is  unnecessary  to 
at  a  distance  from  the  part  where  the  pla-  mention,"  observes  Dr.  £.  Kennedy,  "  to 
centa  is  adhering  to  the  inner  surface.  It  those  unacquainted  with  the  stethoscope, 
resembles  sometimes  the  blowing  of  air,  the  that  they  may  be  deceived  by  other  sounds, 
continuous  murmur  of  the  sea, ,  the  sound  either  from  their  resemblance  to  the  pla-. 
emitted  by  the  action  of  Ijellows,  or  rather  cental  souffle,  or  the  effect  they  have  in  con- 
a  peculiar  rasping  sound.  It  has  been  de-  ccaling  this.  The  respiratory  murmur  is 
scribed  by  Dr.  Kennedy  as  resembling  in  sometimes  conducted  from  the  lungs  along 
some  cases  the  cooing  of  a  dove,  the  drone  the  thoracic  to  the  abdominal  parietes,  and 
of  a  bag-pipe,  or  the  deep  sound  produced  may  embarrass,  but  can  scarcely  deceive  ns, 
by  the  vibration  of  the  strings  of  a  violin,  particularly  if  we  be  acquainted  with,  or 
It  is  more  a  rasping  sound  than  the  sound  prepared  to  expect  it.  The  sonorous  rale 
of  bellows  or  any  thing  else.  It  is  always  resembles  somewhat  the  placental  sound ; 
synchronous  with  the  mother's  pulse,  and  can  and  this  I  have  frequently  met  with,  con- 
be  heard  over  a  greater  extent  of  the  surface  ducted  over  the  abdomen  in  the  same  way 
of  the  uterus  than  what  b  occupied  by  the  as  the  respiratory  murmur.  We  can  inva- 
placenta  within.  It  is  heard  sometimes  in  riably  discriminate  this  by  its  corresponding 
the  course  of  the  linea  alba,  but  more  fre-  in  frequency  with  the  respiration,  as  calcu- 
quently  on  the  sides  of  the  abdomen,  be-  lated  by  the  heaving  of  the  chest,  whilst  the 
tween  the  umbilicus  and  ilium.  From  hear-  placental  sound  is  synchronous  with  the 
ing  this  placental  souffle,  uterine  sound,  or  pulse  at  the  wrist ;  or,  in  other  words,  we 
uterine  pulse,  as  I  have  been  accustomed  to  ought,  generally  speaking,  to  count  three 
call  it,  and  still  oftener  from  hearing  the  placentalforonerespiratoryor  sonorous  rale.'' 
foetal  heart,  I  have  repeatedly  ascertained  The  practical  inference  from  all  these  obser- 
the  existence  of  pregnancy  at  once,  almost  vations  is,  that  the  placental  souffle  cannot 
the  instant  the  stethoscope  has  touched  the  be  regarded  as  an  infallible  test  of  preg« 
abdomen,  where  women  have  been  in  the  nancy,  as  the  sound  of  the  fa'tal  heart  un- 
act  of  declaring  that  pregnancy  was  im-  doubtedly  is  whenever  it  is  distinctly  heard, 
possible.  But  there  are  some  cases  where  Dr.  Mayor,  of  Geneva,  in  1818,  tir»t  heard 
this  sound  is  indistinct,  or  where  it  cannot  the  pulsations  of  the  foetal  heart  through  the 
be  heard  at  all,  though  the  patient  be  placed  uterine  and  abdominal  parietes,  by  applying 
upon  the  back,  with  the  knees  drawn  up,  the  ear  to  the  abdomen  of  a  woman  far  ad- 
and  nothing  covering  the  abdomen  but  the  vanced  in  pregnancy.  *' Here,  hQwe\er,"  Dr. 
ghift,  and  no  noise  in  the  apartment  to  in-  Kcnne<iy  observes,  p.  59,  **  his  discovery 
terfere  with  the  auscultation,  and  toe  inetru-  stopp?d  ;  nor  did  he  seem  to  have  been 
ment  be  employed  in  the  most  proper  man-  aware  of  the  extent  of  benefit  from  a  know- 
ner.  In  some  cases  I  have  not  succeeded  in  led(;c  of  this  important  fact  ;  so  at  least  we 
hearing  the  uterine  sound,  when  I  could  dis-  have  a  right  to  infer  from  his  neglecting  to 
tinctly  feel  the  foetus  kicking  against  the  pursue  it  further."  The  puli^atlons  of  the 
end  of  the  stethoscope.  This  cannot  be  foetal  heart  are  clear,  rapid  and  doable,  like 
attributed  justly  to  a  want  of  experience  in  the  pulsation  of  the  heart  in  new -bom  chil- 
the  employment  of  auscultation,  for  it  oc-  dreo,  vary  ing  generally  from  130  to  150  in  the 
curred  on  two  occasions  both  to  Dr.  Hope  minute,  and  not  influenced'by  the  heart  of  the 
and  myself,  in  the  lying-in  ward  of  the  St.  mother.  If  thefitusbealive,  and  the  uterine 
Maryh'bone  Infirmary,  where  there  was  no  region  be  explored  with  sufficient  care,  these 
noise  around  us.  It  is  necessary  also  to  be  pulsations  of  the  heart  can  generally  be  de- 
aware  that  this  Found  may  be  heard  in  the  tected  on  the  sides  of  the  uterus,  and  when 
abdomen  of  some  women  who  have  ovarian  heard  clearly,  they  are  so  peculiar  and  strik- 
cysts  and  tumors  of  the  uterus,  and  who  are  ing,  that  they  cannot  possibly  be  mistaken,  by 
not  pregnant.  On  the  20th  Sept.  1839,  in  any  one  who  has  a  knowledge  of  ausculta- 
St.  George's  Hospital,  a  sound  correspond-  tion,  for  any  other  sound,  and  leave  no  doubt 
ing  with  the  pulse  of  the  patient,  and  ex-  about 'the  existence  of  pregnancy.  The 
actly  resentbling  the  placental  souffle,  was  morning  sickness,  suppression  of  the  cata- 
heard  between  the  umbilicus  and  ilium  in  a  menia,  the  platrental  murmur,  and  all  the 
case  of  ovarian  cysts  with  fluctuation.  I  other  signs  of  pregnancy  now  described,  may 
requested  Dr.  Hope  to  examine  the  patient  mislead  us,  but  it  is  impossible,  if  we  come 
with  the  stethoscope,  and  he  heard  the  properly  prepared  for  the  investigation,  to 
sound  distinctly,  and  informed  me  that  he  mistake  the  sound  of  the  foetal  heart,  and  if 
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H  be  distinctly  heard,  the  exiatence  of  preg-  my  care,  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  hmuA* 
nancy  is  estaijlished.     Bat  it  must  be  ad-  the  umbilicus  is  perfectly  flat ;  and  there  are 
mitted,  although  I  am  not  prepared  to  explain  cases  in  which  the  navel  projects  very  sllghtij 
tiie  cause,  that  a  few  cases  have  occurred  in  even  at  a  more  advanced  period ;  and  there  are 
which  the  pulsations  of  the  foetal  heart  could  others  in  Which  it  becomes  prominent  at  the 
not  be  heard,  or  at  least  could  not  for  a  time  end  of  the  sixth  month.     I  have  never  seen  • 
be  heard,  though  the  uterus  contained  a  living  casein  which  the  navel  was  sunk  in  ordepieaaed 
foetus  of  six  or  even  seven  months.     Where  in  the  three  latter  months  of  pregnancy.   The 
the  foetus  is  dead,  the  diagnosis  of  pregnancy,  navel  projects,  it  shoiild  be  recollected,  how. 
which  is  then  so  difficult,  recdves  no  aid  ever,  in  all  casesx>f  ovarian  cysts  and  tumors, 
from  anscuItaUon,  and  in  all  eases  of  doubt-  as  during  pregnancy,  and  the  silvery  streaks 
fnl  pr^inancy,  unless  you  have  devoted  the  or  lines,  called  lines  albicantes,  also  appear 
greatest  attention  to  obstetric  auscultation,  on  the  sides  of  the  surface  of  the  abdomqa. 
and  even  then  to  prevent  the  possibility  of        Great  importance  has  always  been  JQsdy 
error,   internal   exploration   of  the  uterus  attached,  by  the  most  eminent  acooucbeors, 
should  never  be  omitted.     If  the  lips  of  the  to  the  cDndition  of  the  areolse  and  gtands 
OS  uteri  are  smooth  and  hard,  and  the  cervix  around  the  nipples,  as  a  diagnostic  sign  of 
is  neither  shortened  nor  the  body  enlarged,  pregnancy.     Dr.  Hunter  had  great  faith  in 
it  is  certain,  whatever  the  symptoms  may  be,  this  sign,  insomuch  that  he  asserted  tliat  be 
that  pregnancy  does  not  exist ;  it  is  of  no  could  always  judge  by  it  whether  or  not  a 
consequence  how  closely  they  may  have  re-  woman  was  pregnant.   He  once  evinced  bow 
sembled  the  ordinary  signs  of  pregnancy,  the  much  dependence  was  to  be  placed  on  it. 
uterus  is  in  the  unimpregnated  state.    If,  on  A  subject  was  brought  to  him  for  anatonucal 
the  contrary,  the  lips  are  thick  and  soft,  and  purposes,  but  on  looking  at  the  breast,  from 
the  cervix  shortened  or  obliterated,  and  the  the  appearance  of  the  areola,  he  declared 
body  of  the  uterus  enlai^ged,  and  the  passive  that  the  female  died  while  pregnant.     One 
movements  or  baUottement  of  the  fcetus  in  of  his  pupils  examined   the  genitals,  and 
the  liquor  amnii  are  distinctly  felt  when  found  that  she  had  a  hjrmen ;  Uiis  seemed  a 
the  finger  is  pushed  against  the  anterior  contradiction,  but  the  Doctor  still  adhered 
part  of  the  cervix,  pregnancy  undoubtedly  to  his  opinion,  and  thought  more  attentioa 
exists,  whatever  assertion  be  made  to  the  due  to  the  former  than  the  latter  appearance, 
contrary,  and  whetiier  the  foetus  be  alive  or  On  opening  the  body  his  assertion  proved 
dead.  The  left  side,  with  the  knees  drawn  up,  just ;  for  the  uterus  was  found  impregnated, 
is  the  best  position  for  making  this  explore-  '*  Obstructions  and  pregnancy  are  both  ac- 
tion ;  better  upon  the  whole  than  the  standing  companied,"     observes    Smellie,     "  by    a 
posture  with  the  back  resting  against  the  stretching  fulness  in  the  breasts ;  but  in  the 
wall,  that  usually  adopted  by  the  French  in  last  only  (pregnancy)  may  be  perceived  the 
performing  the  touch^,  as  it  is  called.     The  areola,  or  brown  ring  round  the  nipples, 
point  of  the  right  fbre-finger  should  be  in-  from  which  in  the  last  months  a  thin  serum 
troducedinto  &e  vagina  and  pressed  forward  distils;  but  this  cuticle  is  not  always  dis- 
gently  as  far  as  possible  to  the  anterior  por-  cemible  as  in  the  first  pregnancy,  and  evepi 
tion  of  the  cervix  of  the  uterus,  that  the  then  is  uncertain  as  wdl  as  the  othecal" 
foetus  may  be  felt  within,  through  the  anterior  Dr.   Denman  placed  less  reliance  on  the 
wall  of  the  vagina  and  cervix.  Some  authors  areola,  and  believed  that  the  changes  in  it 
state  that  if  the  left  hand  be  applied  over  the  might  be  produced  by  any  cause  capable  ot 
fundus  uteri,  while  the  finger  is  in  contact  giving  to  Uie  breasts  a  state  resembling  that 
with  the  cervix,  you  may  then  agitate  the  which  they  are  in  at  the  time  of  pregnaney. 
uterus  alternately  with  the  finger  and  hand,  "  The  areola,  or  brown  circle  around  the 
until  the  baUottement  is  discovered,  and  you  nipples,  has  been  represented  as  an  indn- 
are  certain  that  the  tumor  in  the  hypogas-  bitable  mark  of  pregnancy.    This  is  not, 
trium  is  the  same.     I  have  seen  labour  im-  however,  suspected  to  be  a  primary  conae- 
mediately  follow  this  agitation  rudely  per-  quence  oif  a  particular  affection  of  the  utems, 
formed,  and  if  there  is  not  a  great  quantity  but  of  the  preceding  enlaigement  and  altera- 
of  liquor  amnii,  you  may  pu&  many  times  tion  of  the  breasts ;  and  &ough  it  geoeraHy 
with  the  finger  in  front  of  the  neck,  before  occurs  In  pregnancy,  it  may  be  produced  by 
you  perceive  the  foetus  floating  for  an  instant  any  cause  capable  of  giving  to  the  breasts  a 
in  the  liquor  amnii,  and  the  next  instant  state  resembling  that  which  they  are  in  at 
falling  widh  perceptible  weight  on  the  point  the  time  of  pregnancy,  and  though  generslly, 
of  the  finger.  But  without  feeling  this  floating  not  universally,  I  think,  in  pregnant  women.*' 
and  sinking  you  may  by  a  careful  examine-  About  thirteen  years  ago  I  examined  a  great 
tion  be  absolutely  certain  that  the  uterus  is  number  of  patients  at  a  public  iastittttlon 
enlarged,  and  contains  a  foetus.  for  lying-in  women,  with  tiie  view  of  asoer- 
In  the  two  latter  months  of  pregnancy  taining  the  appearances  presented  by  the 
the  umbilicus  always  protrudes  above  the  areolae  at  the  different  periods  of  pregnancy 
surrounding  surfuse.   In  a  patient  now  under  and  subsequent  to  delivery.   In  many,  dnr^if 
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tke  early  montha,  the  changes  In  the  areola  I  cannot  say  positively  what  may  be  the 

were  scarcely  perceptible ;  and  in  some  near  earliest  period  at  which  this  change  can  be 

the  full  period  they  were  so  slight,  and  the  observed,  bat  I  have  recognised  it  fully  at 

mammae  so  little  enlarged,  that  I  should  the  end  of  the  second  month,   at  which 

have  believed,  had  the  other  ordinary  symp-  time  the  alteration  in  colour  is  by  no  means 

toms  of  pregnancy  been  absent,  that  con-  the  circumstance  most  observable ;  but  the 

ception  had  not  taken  place.  In  other  indivi-  puffy  turgesoence  (though  as  yet  slight)  not 

duals  the  appearances  presented  by  the  areolae  alone  of  the  nipple  but  of  the  whole  snr« 

were  so  striking  that  it  was  imposable  for  a  roundin^^  disc,  and  the  development  of  tha 

moment  to  doubt  the  existence  of  pregnancy,  lltde  glandular  follicles,  are  the  objects  to 

I  would  recommend  you  carefully  to  ex-  which  we  should  principally  direct  our  atten- 

amine  the  mammae,  the  nipples,  and  glands  tion ;   the  colour,  at  Uiis  period,  being  in 

and  areola  around  them,  in  all  cases  where  general  little  more  than  a  deeper  shade  of 

you  suspect  the  existence  of  pregnancy,  and  rose  or  flesh-colour,  slightly  tinged  oooa* 

see  if  milk  can  be  pressed  out  of  the  nipples,  donally  with  a  yellowish  or  light  brownisir 

but  most  cautiously  to  avoid  forming  or  hue. 

expressing  your  opinion  upon  any  one  case  During  the  progren  of   the   next   two 

of   doubtful  pregnancy  without    taking    a  months  the  changes  in  the  areola  are  in 

complete  review  of  the  whole  of  the  symp-  general  perfected,  or  nearly  so,  and  then  it 

toms  which  I  have  now  described,  fk  the  presents  the  following  characters :   a  circle 

order  in  which  they  have  occurred,  and  of  around  the  nipple,  whose  colour  varies  in 

the  value  which  each  will  bear  after  being  intensity  according  to  the  particular  com- 

rigorously  scrutinized.      Before  proceeding  plexion  of  the  individual,  being  usually  mnch 

to  illustrate  by  examples  the  best  mode  of  darker  in  persons  with  black  hair,   dark 

ascertaining  whether  pregnancy  exists  when  eyes,  and  sallow  skin,  than  in  those  of  ilsir 

concealed,  complicated,  or  feigned,  and  how  hair,  light-ooloured  eyes,  and  delicate  com- 

ihe  diseases  which  resemble  pregnancy  may  plexion.    The  extent  of  this  circle  varies  in 

be  distinguished  from  it,  I  shall  shew  you  diameter  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half, 

Dr.  Montgomery's  series  of  drawings  repre-  and  increases,  in  most  persons,  as  pregnancy 

senting  the  changes  in  the  breasts  and  their  advances,  as  does  also  the  depth  of  colour.     I 

areolae  from  the  tldrd  month  up  to  the  time  have  seen  the  areola,  at  the  time  of  labour, 

of  delivery,  and  also  read  to  you,  from  his  almost  black,  and  upwards  of  three  inches  in 

valuable  work  on  the  Signs  and  Symptoms  diameter,  in  a  young  woman  of  very  dark 

of  Pregnancy,  the  account  which  he  has  hair    and    complexion;    while   in    another 

given  of  the  areola  when  completely  de-  instance  its  breadth  around  the  base  of  the 

veloped.    After  quoting  Roederer's  descrip-  nipple  did  not,  at  any  time  of  gestation, 

Hon,  he  says,  at  p.  59,  "The  several  dr-  amount  to  a  quarter  of  an  indi,  and  at  first 

cumstances  here  enumerated  at  least  ought,  was  not  more  than  an  eighth ;   this  circle, 

in  all  cases,  to  form  distinct  subjects  for  however,  narrow  as  it  was,  was  studded  at 

consideration,  when  we    propose  to  avail  nearly  regular  intervab  with  the  gkndular 

ourselves  of  the  condition  as  an  indication  of  tubercles,  which  were  not  unlike  a  ring  of 

the  existence  or  absence  of   pregnancy."  beads.     In  negro  women  the  areola  becomes 

Another  also,  equally  constant,  and  deserving  jet  black,  with  somewhat  of  a  purple  shade 

of  particular  attention,  is  a  soft  and  moist  through  it.'' 


state  of  the  int^ument,  which  appears  raised 

and  in  a  state  of  turgesoence,  giving  one  the 

idea  that  if  touched  by  the  point  of  the  LBCTURBS 

finger  it  would  be  fbund  emphysematous :  on  tbb 

^^y^'^V^^'^'^^^^^^''^  PHYSICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL 

mfiltration  of  the  subjacent  ceUular  tissue,  .,—,«« *^  ^«  ,t»,<^t.  »^ 

which,  together  with  its  altered  colour,  gives  CHARACTERS  OF  URINARY 

us  the  idea  of  a  part  in  which  there  is  going  DEPOSITS, 

fbnrard  a  gi«ater  degiee  of  vitd  -ction  thmi  j^i^^^  ^  (,,y,,  HoipUai,  Limdan, 

IS  in  operation  around  it ;  and  we  not  un-  w          j-      f 

frequently  find  that  the  little  glandular  foUi-  Qj  pn.  Goldino  B»d. 

des,  or    tubercles  as  they  are  called  by  ___ 

Morgagni,  are  bedrtwed  with   a   secretion 

snflicient  to  damp  and  colour  the  woman's  Lsotuks  I. 

inner  dsess.     These  changes  do  not  take  Gbntlbmbn, — I  fed  that  the  period  has 

place    immediatdy  after    conception,   but  long  passed  by  when  an  apology  would  have 

occur  in  different  persons  after  uncertain  been  deemed  necessary  in  pointing  out  to 

intervals :   we  must  therefore  consider,  in  your  notice  the  importance  of  possessing,  at 

the  first  place,  the  period  of  pregnancy  at  least,  a  generd  acquaintance  with  the  most 

which  we  may  expect  to  gain  any  usefU  in-  prominent  moriiid   changes  to  wfaidi  the 

formation  fhmi  the  condition  of  the  areola,  urinary  secretion  ia  subject.     The  axamina- 
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tion  of  the  urine  in  disease  is  now  regarded  digestion  of  a  meal  is  complete,  partaking 

as  one  of  the  most  important  aids  in  diog-  often  of  the  physical  or  chemical  charmctert 

nosis,  and  which  it  would  be  alike  injurious  of  some  element  of  the  food,  indicates  m 

to  the  welfare  of  the  patient  as  to  the  credit  second  great  function  of  the  kidney,  tiz.  the 

and  reputation  of  the  practitioner  to  avoid  ;  removing  from  the  system  those  poitioDS  of 

and  it  must  be  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  ingesta  which  have  been  absorbed  whilst 

every  one  connected  with  this  great  school  passing  through  the  small  intestines,    and 

of  medicine,  to  remember  that  it  was  to  the  thus  have  entered  the  circulation,  or  of  ex- 

talent  and  industry  of  one  of  its  former  offi-  cretiug  from  the  circulating  mass  the,  often 

cers  that  science  is  chiefly  indebted  for  the  noxious,  results  of  mal-assimilation  :  of  the 

addition  of  the  changes  presented  by  the  former,  the  foetid  urine  voided  after  eating  a 

urine  to  our  means  of  diagnosis.      I  need  meal  of  asparagus  may  be  taken  as  an  ex- 

hardly  say  I  allude  to  the  late  Dr.  Marcet,  ample ;  and  of  the  latter,  the  abundant  ell- 

«rho  may  be  deemed  one  of  the  first  who  mination  of  oxalic  acid  from  the  blood  in 

succeeded  in  placing  this  important  part  of  many  forms  of  irritative  dyspepsia  will  eerre 

humoral  pathology  in  its  proper  position,  as  an  illustration.      The  third  and  Tery  im- 

His  example  has  been  ably  followed   by  portant  function  performed  by  the  kidney  is 

others,  but  by  none  with  so  much  talent,  its  serving  as  an  outlet,  to  evolve  from  the 

industry,  and  accuracy,  as  by  Dr.   Prout,  animal  organism  those  elements  of  the  dis- 

whose  elegant  and  classic  work,  in  which  he  organization  of   the   tissues  which   cannot 

has  presented  us  with  the  result  of  years  of  serve  any  ulterior  purpose  in  the  economy, 

labour,  will  remain  on  record  a^  a  master*  and  which  cannot  be  thrown  off  by  the  skin 

piece  of  scientific  investigation.  or  lungs.     I  need  not,  gentlemen,  remind 

Let  me,  however,  at  the  outset,  impress  you,  that  every  moment  we  live  each  atom 

upon  you  the  fact,  that  you  must  not  fall  of  our  frame  is  undergoing  some  change  or 

into  the  error  of  regarding  the  knowledge  of  other ;  that  old  matter  is  absorbed,  and  ulti- 

tfae  morbid  states  of  the  urine  as  all-suffi-  mately  thrown  off  by  the  excretions,  whilst 

cient,   and  as  alone  essential  in   directing  an  equivalent  quantity  of  new  matter  is  de- 

your  treatment ;   nor  commit  the  equally  posited  to  supply  its  place.     The  old  matter 

serious  mistake  of  regarding  every  deviation  absorbed  is  not  thrown  off  as  dead  tiasoe, 

from  the  natural  condition  of  the  urine  as  but  its  elements  become  re-arranged :  a  por- 

oonstituting  a  disease  per  se.      The  true  tion,  especially  its  carbon,  has  to  perform 

▼iew  which  you  are  to  take  of  such  changes  an  important  secondary  office  in  the  economy 

is  to  regard  them  not  as  entities  of  morbid  before  it  is  got  rid  of,  whilst  its  *»otT»fd 

action,  but  as  constituting  one  of  a  series  of  elements  are  excreted  by  the  kidney ;    and 

analogous  changes  going  on  in  the  system,  this  constitutes  a  third  variety  of  urine  in 

and  as  being  more  valuable  in  consequence  health. 

of  the  facility  of  detecting  it.      Let,  then,  Of  these  three  forms  of  urine   distin- 
efery  anormal  state  of  the  urine  occurring  guished  by  their  source,  and  often  by  their 
in  disease  be  regarded  as  a  handwriting  on  physical    appearance,    the  first    has    been 
the  wall,  indicating  one  of  the  phases  of  a  termed  the  urine  of  drink,  urinapoitu;  the 
morbid  state,   and  not  as  constituting  the  second  the  urine  of  the  chyle,  nrina  ckyii  .- 
ailment  itself.     The  peculiar  value  of  the  and  the  third  the  urine  of  the  blood,  tcrtna 
information  afforded  by  the  examination  of  sanguinit ,- — and  you  must  never  lose  sight 
the  urine,  arises,  in  addition  to  the  readiness  of  these  distinctions  in  investigating  the  in- 
there  exists  for  detecting  any  change,  from  dications  afforded  by  the  urine.   This,  as  well 
this  fluid  being  a  secreted  excretion  ;  and  not,  as  many   other  branches   of  physiological 
like  the  alvine  evacuations,  being  an  excre-  chemistry,  has  been  invested  with  an  amount 
tion  made  up  in  great  part  of  the  debris  and  of  interest  of  which  it  was  previously  desti- 
effete  portions  of  the  ingesta,  and  therefore  tute  by  the  researches  of  Professor  Liebig, 
liable  to  have  its  indications  masked  by  a  who  has  proved  to  a  demonstration  the  ge- 
series'  of  causes  which  are  nearly  without  neraily  simple  relation  borne  by  the  elemen- 
action  on  the  urine.     The  urine,  in  a  phy-  tary  constitution  of  blood  and  of  the  animal 
siological  sense,  must  be  regarded  as  arising  tissues  to  the  secretions,  as  well  as  by  the 
from  three  sources,  each  of  which,  however,  latter  individually  to  each  other ;  and  even 
acts  in   preserving  the  equilibrium  of  the  if  the  analysis  on  which  these  bold  indue- 
delicately  adjusted   balance  of  the   several  tions  are  founded  be,  as  is  quite  possible, 
functions  of  the  body.      The  effects  of  large  shewn  to  be  not  rigorously  correct,  still  the 
aqueous  potations  in  producing  a  copious  reasoning  vrill  hold  good  with  regard   to 
discharge  of  pale  urine,  at  once  shews  one  general  cases,  even  if  it  should  fail  in  parti* 
source  of  the  secretion,  and  points  out  one  cular  instances. 

of  the  great  functions  of  the  kidneys,  viz.  A  single  illustration  will  be  sufficient  to 

the  pumping  off  any  excess  of  fluid  which  point  out  the  high  degree  of  beauty  and  in* 

may  enter  the  circulation.      The  peculiar  terest  thrown  round  these  researches  by  the 

character  of  the  urine  passed  just  after  the  labours  of  those  philosophers  who  have  de* 
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Voted  their  time  and  talents  to  the  in-  substance  of  a  tissne — as  a  mnscle,  for  ex- 
vestigation  of  the  chemistry  of  life.  The  ample.  Ere  these  new  molecules  can  be 
analyses  of  several  diemists  quoted  by  Pro-  deposited,  room  must  be  mode  for  them  by 
lessor  Liebtg  have  shewn  that  the  ultimate  the  removal  of  the  old ;  and  then  comes 
<x>mposition  of  flesh  is  constant,  andisiden-  into  play  one  of  those  beautiful  effects  of 
tical .  with  that  of  blood  considered  as  a  vital  chemistry  whose  simplicity  now  ex- 
whole,  and  not  regarding  its  proximate  com-  cites  our  delight,  as  much  as  the  mystery 
position :  thus,  when  aoimal  iibre  is  taken  which  so  long  enveloped  it  did  our  wonder, 
into  the  stomach,  it  undet^oes  a  kind  of  im-  The  exhausted  atoms  of  the  muscle  cannot 
perfect  solution,  constituting  a  stage  of  the  be  removed  as  fibres,  but  its  elements  must 
primary  assimilation  of  Dr.  Prout,  and  is  be  re-arranged,  so  as  to  enter  the  circulation 
carried  into  the  circulation,  presenting  nearly  and  be  carried  to  other  organs  ;  therefore 
the  same  chemical  composition  as  the  blood  it  undergoes  a  second  assimilation ;  water 
with  which  it  becomes  mixed,  and  undergoes  and  oxygen  are  conveyed  to  the  atoms 
certainchangesinthelungs,  where  it  assumes  of  muscle,  and  the  result  is  a  re-arrauge- 
probably  a  more  highly  vitalized  condition,  ment  of  elements,  which,  whilst  it  enables 
connected  primarily  with  the  conversion  of  its  the  old  tissue  to  be  removed  with  facility, 
albumen  into  self-coagulating  fibrine ;  which  furnishes  the  pabulum  for  otiier  and  impor- 
bodies,  however  mnch  they  may  happen  to  tant  secretions.  Thus,  if  to  the  composi- 
differ  in  their  physical  molecular  arrange-  tion  of  muscular  flesh  we  add  oxygen  and 
ment,  are  identical  in  ultimate  composition ;  the  elements  of  water,  we  have  all  the  ele- 
and,  ultimately  reaching  the  nutrient  vessels,  ments  necessary  for  the  production  of  the 
the  elements  of  the  food  are  deposited  in  the  essential  ingredients  of  bile  and  urine. 

C.     N.    H.    O. 
Two  equivalents  of  muscular  tissue  .         .  .96+12  +  78  +  30 

Four  equivalents  of  water 4+4 

Eight  equivalents  of  oxygen 8  ' 

96+12  +  82  +  42 


One  equivalent  of  the  organic  constituents  of  bile       .  76+2+66  +  22 

One  equivalent  of  uric  acid            .         .                  .  10+4+4+6 

Three  equivalents  of  urea 6+6+12+6 

Four  atoms  of  carbonic  acid          ....  4                      8 


96  +  12  +  82  +  42 


On  this  hypothesis  the  muscular  tissne  is  are  endeavouring  to  explain.     But  granting 

carried  into  the  drcnlation,  combined  with  this,  still,  we  cannot  overlook  the  remarkable 

water  and  oxygen;  the  -latter,  by  uniting  drcnmstance  of  the  definite  nature  of  «U 

with  its  carbon,  in  all  probability  aids  in  chemical  combinations,   and  of  the  really 

keeping  up  the  temperature  of  the  body ;  very  simple  relation  borne  by  many  of  the 

and,  on  reaching  the  glandular  structure  of  characteristic  and  essential  elements  of  the 

the  liver,  76  carbon,  2  nitrogen,  66  hydro-  blood,  and  of  the  secretions  generally,  to 

gen,   and  22  of  oxygen,  are,  as  it  were,  each  other.     Is  not  the  hxt^  that  by  adding 

filtered  off  in  the  form  of  bile,  destined  to  or  subtracting  the  equations  representing 

play  an  important  part  in  the  Amotions  of  the  the  ultimate  composition  of  such  bodies, 

body  before  they  are  ultimately  expelled,  we  get  results  which  represent   the   oom- 

The  kidneys  remove  the  more  highly  azotised  position  of  whole  equivalents  of   oiganic 

portions  in  the  form  of  nrea  and  uric  acid,  products,  (or  yield  a  numerical  expression  of 

whilst  tiie  carbonic  acid,  formed  by  slow  eom-  atoms,  which  merely  require  the  addition  of 

bustion  of  the  carbon  of  the  muscles,  becomes  oxygen,  or  perhaps  the  elements  of  water, 

exhaled  from  the  surfeoe  of  the  skin  or  to  express  the  composition  of  the  essential 

pulmonary  membrane,  and  thus,  by  a  beau-  ingredients  of  the  secretions  whose  formation 

tifbl  exertion  of  that  wonderful  chemiat,  Itfe,  we  should,  in  the  case  supposed,  #eally  ex- 

the  exhausted  fibre  is  finally  expelled  from  pect),  a  tolerably  satisfactory  indication  that 

the  animal  structure.  ^  ▼e  really  have  not  reached  the  secret 

Of  course,  to  this  and  all  such  analogous  source  of  the  varied  secretions,  yet  that  we 

reasoning  the  same  objection  will  apply,  that  are  in  the  right  path  towards  raising  the  veil 

the"                               ....          ^  -ur.u,.         .                  1,^,.^ 


no 

are  -  .  .    ^ 

the  real  nature  of  the  proximate,  mnch  leas     C  76,  N  2,  H  66,  O  22,  represenU  the  oom- 

oftheultimate,constitntionof  many  of  those     position  of  the  organic  constituent  of  bile, 

prodncti  the  probable  origin  of  which  we    the  choleic  acid  of  Demarfay.     On  lately 
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czAmining  the  ezperimentg  on  which  this  meant  of  inull  shot  or  sand,  in  a  UAenhly 

yiew  is  founded,  the  illostrious  fierzeliua  has,  good  balance,  then  fill  it  with  distilled  water 

in  his  Jahrea-Bericht  der  phytUchm  Wa»^  exactly,  inaerc  the  stopper,  and  wdi^ih  it, 

aenchqfttn,  1839,  p.  668,  proved  that  this  allowing  the  shot  or  sand  to  remain  in  tlie 

very  choleic  acid  is  a  mixture  of  a  series  of  scale ;  next  pour  oat  the  water,  replace  it 

subordinate  orgi&ic  elements.  Still,  this  does  ¥rith  the  urine,  and  again  weigh  it;  then 

not  affect  the  reasoning ;  for  if  the  ultimate  divide  the  weight  of  the  urine  by  that  of  the 

analysis  be  correct,  the  number  of  atoms  of  water,  and  the  quotient  will  be  the  requiied 

carbon,  nitrogen,  hydrogen,  and  oxygen,  I  density.      For    example,    in^  fTamining  a 

have  just  enumerated,  will  always  represent  specimen  of  diabetic  urine,  if  we  find  the 

the  composition  of  the  organic  ingredients  same  phial  which  held  478  grains  of  die- 

of  the  bile,  whether  we  consider  it,  with  tilled  water  will  contain,  at  the  same  tern- 

Demar9ay,   to  be  choleic  acid ;    or  more  perature,  498  grains  of  the  urine,  the  denaity 

correctly,  with  Benelius,  regard  it  as  made  of   the   latter  will  be  nearly   1*042 ;    for 

up  of  several  proximate  elements.  ^ffs  1*0418. 

To  return  from  this  digression,  let  us  take  The  great  utility  of  disooveriiig  the  density 

a  view  of  the  physiological  relations  borne  of  the  urine  is,  that  it  enables  us  to  aaoerCaiii 

by  the  urine  to  other  secretions.     We  have  the  amount  of  solids  escaping  from  the  system 

already  noticed  the  fact  of  its  constituting  by  the  kidney,  and  thus  enables  us  to  detect 

the  stream  by  which  a  host  of  noxious  in-  an  often  unsuspected  cause  of  emaciation. 

gredients,  either  formed  within  the  body,  or  To  do  this,  it  is  necessary  to  save  aU  the 

added  from  without,  are  washed  away.   There  urine  passed  by  the  patient  in  the  oonrse  of 

is  yet  another  property  common  to  all  secre-  twenty-four  hours,  and  to  weigh  or  measure 

tions,  viz.  their  power  of  temporarily  and,  it  with  all  possible  precision ;  and  by  means 

within   certain    limits,  compensating  each  of  the  bottle  or  gravimeter,  asoertain  its 

other's  action.    Thus,  so  long  as  the  func-  density.    This    precsution   of   miziag   the 

tions  of  the  skin  jmd  kidney  bear  a  normal  specimens  of  urine  passed  in  twenty-foar 

relation  to  each  other,  all  goes  on  as  in  hours  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  aecieUon 

health ;  a  limpid  secretion  from  the  one,  and  passed  on  rising  in  the  morning,  alter  a 

an   insensible   exhalation  from  the  other,  meal,  and  at  bed-time,  differs  gready  in 

mmounce  that  a  just  balance  obtains  between  speeific  gravity.  From  the  density  time  diaoo- 

these  two  functions.    But  let  the  action  of  vered,  a  most  laborious  andaocuiataobaerver, 

tiie  cutaneous  function  be  increased,  so  that  Dr.  A.  Becquerel,  has  calculated  a  table, 

more  than  a  normal  amount  of  fluid  escapes  which  he  has  published  in  his  elaborate  work 

from  the  akin,  the  kidney  compentetes  for  **  S^meiotique  des  Urines''  (Patris*  1841). 

this  by  secretmg  a  smaller  bulk  of  fluid ;  so  He  has  not  carried  hu  cslculationa  furtlwr 

that  the  urine  becomes  concentrated,  and  than  for  the  density  1*032,  which  does  not 

rises  in  specific  gravity ;  and  thus  the  balance  include  the  diabetic  range.   In  the  following 

is  for  a  time  preserved,   and  no  greater  table  I  have  presented  the  reanlt  of  his 

aaiount  of  fluid  is  drained  from  the  body  experiments  up  to  1*032  for  every  aeoood 

than  in  health.     If  the  liver  be  deficient  in  degree  of   the  gravimeter,   with  my  own 

its  power,  either  from  a  mechanical  or  or-  additions  up  to  1*046,  which  is  sufficient  to 

ganio  cause,  highly  csrbonixed  products  are  include  all  the  different  densities  yon  are 

eliminated  with  the  urine ;  and  so  in  a  host  likely  to  meet  with  in  practice, 

of  similar  cases,  the  possible  occurrence  of  The  proportion  of  solids  given  ia  this 

which  must  never  be  forgotten  in  investi-  table,  as   representing    the    total    anoant 

gating  the  characters  of  urine  in  disease.  present  in  1000  grains  of  urine  of  a  given 

We  have  next  to  investigate  the  physical  density,  must  be  regarded  as  representing 

eharacters  of  the  secretion  under  considers-  the  quantity  of  absolutely  dry  matter  free 

tion;  and  here  we  have  to  notice  its  density,  from  water,    as  most   of   these  numbers 

colour,  consistence,  odour,  and  optical  pro-  were  calculated  firom  data  obtained  by  asoer- 

parties.  taining  the  density  of  a  solution  of  common 

The  mode  of  discovering  the  density  of  salt  in  water,  in  which  the  proportion  of  the 

urine  is  well  known  to  every  one :  it  may  former  was  known.    This  will  account  for 

readily  i>e  accomplished  by  means  of  the  the  discrepancies  existing  between  the  pro- 

gravimeter  or  hydrometo',  the  construction  portion  of  solids  given  in  this  table  as  ex- 

of  which  is  explained  in  all  works  on  Physics;  isting  in  urine  within  the  diabetic  range 

and  which  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  hi  the  (1020  to  1050),  and  the  quantities  stated  in 

lectures  on  these  subjects.    These  instru-  the  well-knovm  table  of  Dr.  Henry, 

ments  may  easily  be  made  so  small,  that  con-  The  mode  of  using  tiiis  table  is  sufficiently 

aiderably  less  than  an  ounce  of  urine  is  simple ;  for  having  discovered  the  density  of 

sufficient  to  float  them  in.     If  a  gravimeter  urine  in  the  manner  above  described,  a  sii^le 

be  not  at  hand,  any  smsll  stoppered  phial  inspection  of  the  table  is  sufficient  to  ascer* 

will  answer  the  purpose^    Hiub,  counter-  tain  the  quantity  of  solids  and  water  present 

balance  an  ounce  bottle,  vrith  its  stopper,  by  in  1000  grains ;  and  by  weighmg  the  total 
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Ml 


Density. 

Water  in 

Solids  in 

lOUO  grains. 

1000  grains. 

1001 

998*35 

1-65 

1002 

996-7 

3-3 

1004 

993-4 

6-6 

1006 

990-1 

9-9 

1008 

986-8 

13-2 

1010 

983-5 

16*5 

1012 

980-2 

19-8 

1014 

976-9 

23-1 

1016 

973-6 

26-4 

1018 

970-3 

29-7 

1020 

967- 

33- 

1022 

963-7 

36-3 

1024 

960-4 

39-6 

1026 

957- 1 

42-9 

1028 

953-8 

46-2 

1030 

950*5 

49-5 

1032 

947-2 

52-8 

1034 

943-9 

56-1 

1036 

940-6 

59-4 

1038 

937-3 

62-7 

1040 

934- 

66- 

1042 

930-7 

69-3 

1044 

927-4 

72-6 

1046 

924-1 

75-9 

In  health  the  aTerage  density  of  urine  pasted 
in  the  morning  may  be  fixed  at  l-020«  ihis 
number  falling  in  winter  to  1*015  or  there- 
abouts, and  rising  in  summer  to  as  high  as 
1-025  ;  variations  dependiog  on  the  amount 
of  fluid  expelled  from  the  body  and  the  skin^ 
which  by  its  great  amount  in  hot  weather 
renders  the  urine  more  concentrated  than  in 
winter,  when  in  consequence  of  the  perspira- 
tions being  diminished,  a  larger  quantity  of 
water  is  carried  off  by  the  kidbeys,  and 
dilutes  the  urine. 

As  a  general  rule  the  urine  passed  after 
complete  digestion  (urina  chyli)  is  denser  than 
that  passed  on  rising  in  the  morning  (urina 
sanguinis),  a  difference  of  four  or  five  degrees 
in  the  indications  of  the  gravimeter  being 
exceedingly  frequent.  This,  as  a  general  law, 
holds  good  in  disease,  as  the  following  table, 
taken  at  random  from  the  results  of  observa- 
tions made  during  the  preceding  year,  will 
amply  testify  ;  the  patients  from  whom  the 
urine,  was  obtained,  being  inall  nearly  of  the 
same  age. 

1 


I  Density  of  the 
Urine  passed 

at  l>fight. 
fUritta  cAjrH.) 


amount  of  urine  passed  by  the  patient  in 
twenty-four  hours,  the  weight  of  solid  dry 
natter  escaping  from  the  kidneys  may  be 
calculated  by  a  simple  rule  of  proportion. 
As,  however,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  weigh 
the  urine,  its  measure  will  he  sufficient.  To 
apply  the  table  to  the  discovery  of  the  solids 
in  a  given  measure,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in 
mind  that  the  standard  pint  measure  holds 
exactly  8750  grains  of  distilled  water.  As 
an  example,  I  have  a  patient  labouring  under 
diabetes  mdlitus  now  under  my  care,  who, 
in  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  has  voided 
five  pints  of  urine  of  the  density  1*040.  On 
referring  to  the  table  we  find  that  1000 
gruns  of  urine  of  that  density  contain  66 
grains  of  dry  solids ;  therefore  the  pint,  or 
8750  grains,  will  contain  577*5  grains ;  for 

21^-?^  -  577*5,   and  as  577*5  x  5  - 

2887*5,  it  follows  that  the  five  pints  of  urine 
will  contain  2887*8  grains,  or  rather  more 
than  six  ounces  of  dry  solid  matter. 

Regarding  the  average  density  of  healthy 
urine  much  difference  of  opinion  has  existed, 
a  difference  admitting  of  a  ready  explanation 
by  the  state,  of  health  of  the  individual  from 
whom  it  was  obtained,  the  period  of  the  day 
it  was  passed,  the  bulk  of  fluids  drank  in  the 
course  of  twenty,  four  hours,  and  the  character 
of  the  ingests  taken  at  the  previous  meals. 
Upon  the  whole  I  regard  the  numbers  adopted 
by  Dr.  Prout  as  the  most  correct,  as  they 
very  nearly  agree  witii  the  results  of  some 
hundreds  9I  observations  made  by  myself. 


1.021 
1.005 
1.011 
1.020 
1.012 
1.016 
1.020 
1.025 
1.023 
1.020 


Density  ofthe 

Urine  passed 

on  Rising. 


1.029 
1.015 
1.008 
1.012 
1.011 
1.011 
1.020 
1.019 
1.021 
1.018 


Disease. 


oiight  iiKinop- 

Hysteria,  [tysu. 

Hsmaturia. 

Gout. 

Haematemesis. 

fironchoTBa. 

Dyspepsia. 

Oxaluria. 

Health. 

Health. 


In  these  ten  cases  we  find  that  in  seven 
the  urine  of  digestion  possessed  a  higher 
density  than  the  morning  urine ;  in  one 
their  gravities  were  alike,  and  in  two  we 
meet  with  an  exception  to  the  general  law  ; 
admitting  in  the  case  of  hysteria  of  a  ready 
explanation,  as  the  night  urine  eraminBd 
was  part  of  an  enormous  quantity  secreted 
after  a  convulsive  paroxysm. 

No  law  can  be  assigned,  nor  limits  defined, 
for  the  density  of  the  urine  passed  in  the  day, 
after  partaking  of  potations  of  any  kind :  if 
but  a  small  quantity  be  taken,  then  the  den- 
sity of  urine  will  maintain  nearly  its  normal 
average,  whilst  if  they  be  copious  it  may  sink 
extremely,  so  as  even  to  approach  nearly  the 
density  of  water  itself.  A  few  cups  of  tea, 
a  few  glasses  of  hock,  or  a  goblet  of  soda- 
.  water,  or  even  mental  anxiety,  wiU  in  many 
people  determine  the  secretion  of  nrint  of  a 
density  as  low  as  1.001 ;  1.004. 

It  foUowA  from  Hiese  consldefttons  that 
if  all  the  urine  passed  in  the  odurse  of  24 
hours  be  collected,  and  itA  density  aaoer» 
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tained,  it  will  be  found  to  difBer  oonriderably 
from  the  generally  assumed  average.  For 
experiments  on  this  subject,  we  are  chiefly 
indebted  to  Alfred  Becquerel,  and  this  gentle- 
man has  assomedy  from  results  of  numerous 
experiments,  that  the  mean  density  of  all  the 
urine  secreted  in  24  hours  is  i;i  men  1*0189, 
whilst  in  women  it  is  a  little  lower,  being 
1.0151,  the  urine  of  women  being  e<gteri9 
paridtu  more  dilute  than  that  of  men  ;  the 
mean  of  the  urine  in  both  sexes  being  1.017. 
The  average  quantity  of  urine  secreted  in 
health  in  the  course  of  24  hours  varies  of 
course  with  the  same  drcumstanoes  which 
alter  its  density ;  all  interfering  causes  apart, 
the  quantity  of  urine  passed  by  an  adult  in 
24  hours  may  be  fixed  at  from  30  to  40 
ounces ;  this  is  Dr.  Front's  estimate,  although 
it  may  range  from  26  to  48  ounces,  without 
exceeding  the  possible  limits  of  health.  The 
mean  fixed  by  Becquerel  is  42  ounces,  a 
quantity  far  too  high  for  the  average  of  this 
country :  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  cause 
of  the  comparatively  lai^  quantity  of  urine 
passed  by  the  French  people  is  to  be  found 
in  the  excess  of  the  potaget  and  vegetable 
preparations  they  partake  of,  in  addition  to 


the  diuretic  effect  of  the  sub-add  weak  wine 
they  so  generally  drink. 

You  will  often,  gentlemen,  be  struck  with 
the   different  tints  presented   by  uriiie   in 
different  maladies,  and  in  many  tbe  csuae 
producing  these  varieties  is  extremely  evidoit  : 
whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  oolooring 
ingredients  of  healthy  urine,  it  is  pretty  cer- 
tain  that  ptr  9e  they  can  only  produce  a 
small  series  of  different  tints  varying  aooord- 
ing  to  the  state  of  dilution,   from  almost 
colourless,  to  the  healthy  amber,  and  op  to 
dark  brown.    When  much  diluted,  urine  oc- 
casionally presents  a  faint  greenish  tint,  as  in 
the  urine  of  chlorosis  and  hysteria,  and  not 
unfrequently  in  the  urine  of  infiuats.     If  bile 
or  blood  be  present,  a  variety  of  tints,  vary- 
ing from  red  to  brown,  blackish  green,  or 
nickel  green,  are  produced,  the  latter  fane 
bdng  occasionally  indicative  of  the  presence  of 
cystine.  It  is  often  of  great  importance  in  dii^. 
nosis  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  oolour- 
ing  matter  of  urine  presenting  a  red  Aeep 
brown,  or  an  analogous  tint.  In  tbe  following 
table  the  means  of  diagnosis  are  shown  at  one 
view. 


Colour. 

Cause  of. 

Detection  of. 

Indifistiffina. 

Red.    A. 

Purpurine. 

Nitric  add  produces  deposit  of  uric  acid — 

Portal    derange- 

no change  by  heat ;  liq.  potassae  renders 

ments;   if   CXMi- 

it  paler;  alcohol  digested  on  the  extract  as- 

stant,  generally 

sumes  a  splendid  purple  colour.  Density 

being  connected 

moderate. 

with  organic 
mischief  of  the 
liver  or  spleen. 

B. 

Blood. 

Nitric  add  produces  a  deposit  of  albumen. 

HKmorrhage    in 

coagulation    by  heat ;    the   microscope 

some  part  of  uri- 

discovers floating  blood  discs. 

nary  passages. 

Brown.  C. 

Concen- 

Nitric add  produces  a  deposit  of  uric  acid ; 

Fever. 

trated  state. 

after  bdng  warmed  a  few  drops  of  hydro- 
chloric add  produce  a  fine   crimson  or 
purple  colour.     Density  high. 

D. 

Blood. 

See  B. ;    generally  less  coagulable   than 
when  red. 

E. 

Btte. 

A  drop  of  nitric  acid  fiilling  on  the  urine 

Obstruction  to  the 

in  a  white  saucer,  produces  a  transient 

exit  of  bile  frt>m 

play  of  colours,  in  which  green  and  pink 

the  liver  or  gall- 

predominate. .  Hydrocholoric  add  pro- 

bladder, and  the 

duces  a  permanent  green  tint. 

entrance  of  all, 
or  some  of  its 
dements  into  the 

Greenish- 

circulation. 

brown.  F. 

Blood. 

See  B.  *,  occurring  in  alkaline  urine. 

G. 

Bile. 

See  E.  ;  occurring  in  acid  urine. 

Occasionally  urine  varies  in  consistencef 
being  either  very  fluid,  as  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  or  becoming  viscid  :  this  change  is  in 
some  cases  only  detected  by  the  readiness 
with  which  it  froths  on  agitation,  and  the 
length  of  time  the  bubbles  are  retained,  as  in 


diabetes  mdlitus.  The  presence  of  mucus 
will  render  it  more  viscid,  occasiondly  so  as 
to  allow  of  its  being  drawn  into  threads, 
although,  more  generidly,  the  mucus  forms  a 
dense  visdd  layer  at  the  bottom  of  the  veasd. 
The  same  thing  occurs  if  pus  be  present  in 
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a  concentrated  or  alkaline  mine,  from  the 
action  of  the  saline  matters  or  free  alkali 
upon  itf  converting  it  into  a  mucous  magma, 
in  the  manner  folly  d^cribed  in  Guy's 
Hospital  Reports  by  Dr.  Babington  and 
myself.  The  urine  is  sometimes  found 
quite  fluid  when  warm,  and  coniolidating 
into  a  jelly-like  mass  on  cooling :  this  de- 
pends on  the  presence  of  self-coagulating 
albumen,  frequently  arising  from  a  fungoid 
change  in  the  kidneys,  occasionally  depend- 
ing fdone  on  Ainctional  derangement.  In  a 
few  rare  instances,  occurring  chiefly  in 
urine  loaded  with  oxalic  acid,  I  have  found 
it  quite  fluid  when  cold,  and  gelatinising 
when  heated,  stiU  retaining  its  transparency. 
This  change  I  have  alluded  to  elsewhere 
(MsnicAL  Gazette,  1842,  p.  796),  but  am 
as  yet  by  no  means  satisfied  concerning  its 
real  cause. 

Regarding  the  optical  properties  of  urine, 
independenUy  of  those  which  depend^  upon 
its  colour,  none  have  been  applied  to  diag- 
nosis except  the  occasional  presence  of  a  cir- 
cularly poUrising  power  in  cases  of  diabetes. 
So  much  attention  has  been  attracted  to  this 
subject  from  the  obsenrationfl  of  MM. 
Biot  and  Bouchardat,  that  any  remarks  on 
the  physical  characters  of  urine  would  be 
most  imperfect  if  it  were  not  alluded  to,  and 
as  no  account  of  the  mode  of  applying  thia 
property  to  diagnosis  exists  in  our  language, 
I  shall  briefly  call  your  attention  to  the  iactA 
on  which  this  curious  circumstance  ia 
based.  When  a  ray  of  polarised  light  im- 
piuges  upon  a  plate  of  glass  inclined  at  an 
angle  of  56*45**  to  the  path  of  the  ray,  it  is 
either  transmitted  or  reflected  according  as 
the  plane  of  reflection  corresponds,  or  is 
opposed  to  the  plane  of  polarization.  In 
either  of  these  cases,  if  a  lamina  of  any 
doubly  refracting  substance,  as  a  piece  of 
bi-axid  mica,  or  common  talc,  be  held  so  that 
the  ray  must  pass  through  it,  before  reaching 
the  reflecting  plate,  a  physical  change  occurs. 
The  ray  becomes,  as  it  were,  split  into  several, 
inclined  at  various  angles  upon  each  other  : 
these  impinge  upon  the  reflecting  plate, 
part  becoming  reflected  and  part  transmitted, 
presenting  two  series  of  oppositely-coloured 
images,  with  the  tints  so  arranged  that  if 
they  could  be  superposed  white  light 'and  a 
colourless  image  would  be  the  result.  While 
the  experiment  is  thus  arranged,  let  the 
reflecting  plate  be  slowly  revolved  round  the 
path  of  the  ray,  still  maintaining  its  angular 
position  with  regard  to  it,  and  it  will  be 
found  that  each  image  will  become  visible  by 
reflection  or  refraction  twice  in  each  revo- 
latioD,  one  being  visible  at  the  angle  of  0® 
and  180<',  and  the  other  at  90"*  and  270<'. 
If,  then,  for  the  mica,  a  plate  of  quarts 
cat  at  right  angles  to  the  axis  of  the  crystal 
be  substituted,  a  diflferent  series  of  pheno- 
mena will  occur  i  a  coloured  image  of  the 


plate  will  be  visible  in  the  reflecting  plate, 
accompanied  by  a  complementary  one  visible 
by  refraction,  and  on  revolving  the  reflect- 
ing plate,  instead  of  the  alternate  appearance 
of  two  oppositely  coloured  images  at  the  four 
quadrants  of  the  drcle,  a  series  will  be  seen 
as  if,  by  revolving  the  plate,  we  were  ascend- 
ing a  spiral  path,  at  each  turn  of  which  a 
fresh  colour  was  given  to  the  image;  the 
image  becoming  coloured  with  the  tints 
arranged  in  this  circle  one  after  the  other  as 
the  plate  is  revolved — 

Blue 


Indigo 

Green 

Violet 

YeUow 

Red 

Orange 

the  changes  being  from  blue,  green,  to 
red,  &c.  or  rice  versd,  according  to  the 
molecular  constitution  of  the  crystal.  This 
phenomenon  is  termed  drcnlar  polari- 
zation, and  is  said  to  be  right-handed  or 
left-handed,  according  to  the  direction  in 
which  the  spectral  tints  appear  during 
the  revolution  of  the  analysing  plate.  If 
the  ray,  instead  of  passing  through  a 
plate  of  quartz,  be  transmitted  through  a 
thick  stratum  of  syrup  or  fluid  albumen, 
analogous  phenomena  are  visible,  and  by  their 
possessing  this  property  of  circular  polariza- 
tion, their  presence  in  fluids  may  be  diso 
covered. 
The  apparatus  wMch  I  have  for   some 


Explanaiion  of  ih$  figure. 

a,  the  reflector ;  ft,  the  brass  tabe  for  holding 
the  flDid  under  exammatiou ;  e,  the  grooved  sup- 
port for  the  analyser :  d,  the  piece  of  wood  sup- 
porting the  bundle  of  inclined  glass  plates. 

years  used  for  this  purpose  is  very  simple ; 
it  consists  of  a  common  retort-stand,  having 
the  rings  removed,  and  three  different  pieces 
of  apparatus  substituted.  On  the  lowest 
arm    swings  the  reflector,  being    a    little 
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wooden  frame  hKwiag  a  doxen  pieces  of  thin  BSSAT8  ON  THE  DISEASES 

window-glass  packed  into  it :    this  forms  an  or  the 

excellent  poUrizing  mirror.     On  the  middle  „p4p«    mv kT  irwsiRVi  a    AT«n 

arm  is  screwed  a  tnbe  of  brass,  one  inch  in  HEART,  GREAT  VESSELS,  AND 

diameter  and  six  in  length,  open  at  top,  and  CIRCULATING  FLUID.   • 

closed  at  the  bottom  with  a  piece  of  thick  »„  p   m„ .  .^  i^r  y% 

gla»;  a  circularly  groojed  piece  ^  wood,  lecturer  on  the  Principle,  and  Practice  of  Medi- 

perforated  in  the  centre,  is  screwed  on  the  cine  In  the  AktemgrnteStraetSchool  of  Medicine, 

tipper  arm,  and  a  second  piece  of  wood,  late  Phyndaa  to  the  Royal  Inflraaary  ibr  Chil- 

carrying  the  analyser,  drops  into  this  drcnlar  dren,  te. 

groove,  so  as  to  be  perpendicnlarly  over  the  (JFbr  M«  London  Mtdieai  OtiMeiieJ) 

brass  tnbe.    The  analyser  consisU  of  a  thin  [Continued  ftom  p.  6Si.] 

plate  of  toonnaline,  or  a  NichoU's  single-  

image  prism,  or  what  answen  exceedingly  oaifBKAL  patbOloot  of  tbb  ua&t. 

well,  of  a  dosen  pieces  of  the  thinnest  flat  _  .    «         .        .      «     ^ 

glass  packed  toge^  and  covered  at  the  ^/  a^^rmitom  tn  the  force  mnd  extent 

edgeswithsealing-wax  so  as  to  exclude  dust.  of  the  Impuhe  and  Souudt  ef  ike 

T^  little  bundle  of  plates  is  placed  in  the  Heart, 

piece  of  wood,  which  is  excavated  for  the  Under  many  circumstances  the  im- 
purpose,  and  retained  there  in  an  inclined  puige  of  the  heart  is  perceptihle  over 
position,  so  as  to  form  a  considerable  angle  J^e  whole  front  of  the  chest,  and  even 
^h  Oie  axis  of  the  brass  tube  bdow.  in  the  epigastric  region;  and  the  sounds 
When  the  apparatus  is  thus  arr^,  t«xn  ^f  ^^e  or^n  are  in  the  same,  and  even 
the  analyser  to  such  an  astmuth  as  shall  •„  „  .«„^»,  <*..<M>f^«  a^,,^^^ ^^^^^a,^ 
cause  thi  light  reflected  from  the  minor  to  ^,  *  "^^^^  £f  *f'  ^^^l  ^I^^^^^ 
disappear  af  completely  as  poesiUe.  Pour  They  are  occasionally  heard  with 
intottobrass  tube  a  solutioi«7  sugar,  and,  Sweater  or  less  distmctneas  oyer  almost 
on  looking  through  the  analyser,  a  ooloured  every  part  of  the  chest, 
circular  image  will  become  visible,  which  ^^  ^  general  rule,  the  more  ex- 
will  change  from  green  to  blue,  violet,  red,  tensively  and  powerfully  the  impulse 
and  orange,  by  turning  the  analysed  from  left  of  the  heart  18  felt,  the  less  clearly 
to  right  through  an  arc  varying  with  the  is  its  first  sound  to  he  appreciated; 
quantity  of  sugar  present  in  solution.  when  the  impulse  is  excessive,  this 
If,  then,  instead  of  syrup,  diabetic  urine,  sound  is  no  longer  distinguishahle  ; 
previously  iUtered  to  render  it  as  transparent  it  is  annulled.  Along  with  the  in* 
as  possible,  be  placed  in  the  tube,  an  analo-  creased  extent  and  force  of  the  im- 
gous  series  of  phenomena  will  be  observed,  pulse,  the  more  slowly  in  general  is 
The  yeUowiA  colour  of  the  urine  will  inter-  the  ventricular  contraction  performed : 
fere  with  the  perfection  of  the  coloured  ^^e  period  over  which  it  extends  ia 
lSSrU^U^^^.o««".S^^  len^Vened,  and  it  becomes  a  gradual 

«iifidently  bleached  to  Slo;  of  the  coloiS  «"d^«,"  «^^T^  fi^/«P  «» ^"  ^^^^'     The 

produced  by  its  circuhi^ly  polarising  power  fe^ond  sound  under  these  circumstanccii 

Ucoming   developed.     Albuminous   urine  M  also  rendered  much  less  disUnct  than 

produces  similar  optical  phenomena.  ^^  ^  natmrally,  and  has  sometimes  even 

In  practice,  you  wiU,  unless  completely  been  held  to  be  extinguished  entirely. 

aufait  to  this  beautiful  branch  of  physics.  The   explanation  of   these  morbid 

find  yourselves  frequently  at  a  loss  in  seeking  phenomena  is  eMy.     They  always  m- 

for  the  presence  of  sugar  and  albumen  in  sent  themselves  in  connexion  witu  a 

urine,  from  the  presence  of  its  polarising  greater  or  less  degree  of  thickening  of 

power,  for  independently  of  the  tact  required  the  walls,  and  of  general  increase  in 

in  experiments  of   this  kind,  the   partial  the  bulk  of  the  heul ;  they  are  conse* 

opacity  of  the  secretion,  the  presence  of  quencesof  A  f//»er(ro^A^  of  the  muscular 

colouring  matter,  and  the  Ume  required  to  substance  of'the  organ.     The  unwieldy 

remove  these  difficulties,  wm  prevent  the  ventricles  then  contracting  more  slowly 

pohmscope  from  ever  affordmg  important  ^^  graduaUy   than  usual,  there  is  no 

assutance  m  dia^osis.  ^^^^^^              ^^  tl^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^^^^ 

which  they  contain,  and  no  instanta- 

neous  tension  of  the  mitral  and  tricus* 

""■^  pid  valv^  to  render  the  beginning  of 

the  sound  abrupt  and  deflnite :  the 
conditions  necessary  to  the  rapid  ac- 
complishment of  the  ventricular  systole 
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in  a  word,  are  wanting,  and  the  sound  at  the  same  time,  the  pulse  is  singu- 

that  accompanies  it  is  in  the  same  deme  larly  augmented  in  force ;  it  seems  aa 

obscure.    Moreover,  the  wave  of  blood  if  a  sharp  blow  were  then  given  bv  the 

being  now  squeezed  gradually  from  the  apex  ana  anterior  aspect  of  the  neart 

ventricle  through  the  aortic  and  pul-  to   the  thoracic  parietes,   the  stroke 

monic  arterial  orifices,  not  projected  being  accompanied  by  increased  loud- 

auddenly    into    them,  they    transmit  ness  in  the  coincident  sound.     The 

what  they  receive  about  as  fast  as  it  is  muscular  compages  of  the  heart  are 

supplied,  and  the  valves  which  guard  here  increased  in  thickness,  and  con- 

these  outlets,   conseanently,    are  not  sequently  in  strength,  and  the  capacity 

brought  smartly  together  b^  the  recoil  of  the  ventricles  is  also  augmented : 

of  over  distension.    In  this  way  the  the  wave  of  blood  which  they  emit  is 

second     sound    comes    to     lose    its  large,  and  this  makes  the  closure  of 

character  of  abruptness  and  precision,  the  auriculo-ventricular  valves  sudden, 

and    in  some  instances    even   to   be  and  the  first  sound  commensurately 

masked  completely.  well  defined  and  loud ;  the  great  arte- 

Under  circumstances  the  opposite  of  ries  being  at  the  same  moment  dis- 

those  that  have  just  been  contemplated,  tended  excessively  and  far  more  rapidly 

the  impulse  is  much  lessened;  whilst  than  they  can   transmit   the  charge 

the  first  sound,  on  the  contrary,  is  in  a  thrown  into  them :   the  recoil  of  the 

greater  or    less   degree  clearer  than  valves  at  their  roots  is  in  the  same 

natural.    This  state  of  things  is  now  proportion  sudden  and  violent,  whence 

known  to  accompany  that  condition  of  the  greatly  increased  loudness  of  the 

heart  in  which  its  cavity  is  increased  second  as  well  as  of  the  first  sound, 

in  capacity,  or  dilated,  and  its  walls  are  The  various  states  in  which  the  im- 

diminished  in  thickness.    The  impulse  pulse  of  the  heart  is  lessened  stand  of 

then  is  often  inappreciable,  but  the  course  in  direct  contrast  with  those 

first  sound  becomes  clear  and  short,  in  which  it  is  increased.    Diminution 

like  the  second  sound  of  the  healthy  in  the  force    with    which  the  heart 

heart,  and  the  second  sound  is  also  strikes  a^nst    the  ribs  is  a  conse- 

somewhat  increased  in  shaipness  and  ouence  either  of  simple  weakness  of 

precision.    Here  we  have  simple  diU-  tne  organ,  which  may  be  local,  and 

iation  of  the  heart— in  other  words,  in-  consequent  on  disease  and  alteration 

crease  in  the  capacity  of  the  ventricles —  of  its  structure,  or  may  be  but  a  part 

without     any    augmentation    in    the  of  a  general  state  of  debility :  the  body                  ' 

strength  of  their  bounding^  parietes,  having  been  brought  extremely  low  by 

firequently  indeed  with  a  positive  dimi-  privation  or  wasting  disease,  by  loss  of 

nution  in  thickness  of  the  muscular  blood,  diarrhoea,  &c.  the  heart  partici- 

compares.  Under  these  circumstances  pates  in  the  ^neral  failure  of  power, 

the  relatively  or  absolutely  attenuated  Here  the  debility  of  the  heart  may  be 

walls  of  the  ventricles  contract  with  regarded  as  a  lund   of   superinduced 

S eater  rapidity,  but  with  less  force  state.  Sometimes,  again,  diminished 
an  usual :  the  conditions  requisite  to  impulse  is  connected  with  obstacles  to 
the  production  of  a  sharp,  clear,  firat  the  circulation  outwards  from  the  heart, 
sound,  exist  in  perfection ;  the  walls  in  which  ease  the  proper  actions  of  the 
of  the  ventricles  acquire  their  state  of  organ,  overwhelmed  by  a  load  which 
tension  with  the  greatest  rapidity,  and  it  cannot  throw  off,  are  impeded.  In 
the  auro- ventricular  valves  are  smacked  such  circumstances  the  ventricles  soon 
together  with  commensurate  celerity,  begin  to  enlarge ;  and  dilatation,  con- 
Farther,  the  aorta  and  pulmonic  artery  joined  with  attenuation  of  the  walls 
beinfi^  more  suddenly  distended  than  of  these  cavities,  appears  to  be  the  most 
ususi  by  the  quick  stroke  of  the  ven-  efiicient  of  all  causes  in  lessening,  and 
tricles,  the  elastic  force  of  the  vessels  finally  in  annulling,  the  impulse  of  the 
comes  into  full  play,  and  the  semilunar  heart. 

valves  at  their  roots  are  jerked  down  Any  increase  in  the  force  and  fre- 

upon  one  another  with  ffreat  rapidity ;  quency  of  the  heart's  action  is  spoken 

hence  the  clear  tone  of  the  second  as  of  under  the  general  title  of  palfntd-> 

well  as  of  the  first  sound.  f  ion,  which  is  very  comprehensively 

In  a  third  set  of  circumstances,  viz.  and  accurately  defined : — An  action  of 
when  the  ventricles  are  dilated,  and  the  heart,  sensible  and  distressing  to 
the  thickness  of  their  walla  is  increased    the  individua],of  greater  force  andinge- 
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neral  frequency  than  proper,  and  some-  the  kind  before,  by  the  use  of  what  vraa 

times,  though  not  always,  irregular  in  called  a  medicated  vapour  bath, 
reference  both  as  to  force  and  frequency.  ...  ^  ,    » 

Palpitations  are   connected   with  a  Of  alter  attorn  in  the  seat  of  the  ImpuUe 
great  number  of  diseases  of  the  heart,  ^^^  Soundt  of  the  Heart. 

and  are  often  extremely  important  as        In  the  natural  and  healthy  state  the 

indicating  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  first  sound  of  the  heart  is  perceived 

organ,  and  in  guiding  us  aright  in  our  most  distinctly  between  the  fourth  and 

treatment.      Palpitations  suddenly  set  fifth  ribs,  a  little  below  and  to  the  out- 

up  in  a  diseased  neart, — where  one  or  side  of  the  left  nipple.    The  second 

other  of  the  valves  is  thickened  or  de-  sound,  again,  is  best  heard  nearly  on  a 

fective,  one  or  other  of  the  orifices  con-  level  with  the  lower  edge  of  the  third 

tracted,  &c.,  very  certainly  proclaim  an  rib,  above  and  rather  to  the  inside  of 

extension  of  the  mischief,  a  state  of  the  the  left  nipple.    The  impulse,  as  al- 

endocardium  or  lining  membrane  of  the  ready  stated,  is  most  remarkable  in  the 

heart  which  is  the  precursor  of  addi-  space  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs, 

tional  thickening,  and  greater  imper-  just  under  the  left  nipple.     Inavariety 

fection  of  the  v^ves,  &c.     Such  pal-  of   morbid  conditions,    however,  the 

pitations  ouffht,  therefore,  to  be  care-  sounds  and  impulse  of  the  heart  cease 

lully  watched,  and  met  upon  general  to  be  recognizable  with  their  maximum 

antiphlogistic   principles  so  often  as  of  intensity  in  the  situations  just  in- 

they  recur.    If  this  be  done  discreetly,  dicated  :    in  one    instance    thej    are 

yet  resolutely,  it  is  astonishing  how  higher,  in  another  lower,  in  a    third 

much  may  be  done  in  preventing  the  they  are  more  to  the  right,  in  a  fourth 

progress  of  cardiac  disease.      I  have  more  to  the   left,  &c.      The   causes 

many  cases  in  my  eye  at  this  moment,  of  these  displacements  of  the  sounds 

two  m  particular  of  hypertrophy  with  and  impulse,  which  are  by  no  means 

dilatation,  and  two  oi  mitral  disease,  unfrequently   met  with,   are    for  the 

accompanied  in  one  instance  with  con-  most  part  extrinsic  to  the  heart.     In 

siderable  dilatation  of  the  left  ventri-  subjects  having  a   long   and  narrow 

cle,  which  I  have  watched  for  several  chest,  the  heart  is  generally  situated 

years,  and  which  are  not  only  no  worse  very    decidedly    lower    in    regard    to 

now  than  when  I  saw  them  first,  but  the  clavicle  tnan  in  those  in  whom 

are  decidedly  better.  the  thorax  is   expanded    and    short. 

Palpitations,  again,  are  often  entirely  Persons  who  have  large  bellies,  and 

nervous  in  their  nature,  f.  e.  they  are  take  little  exercise,  seem  to  have  the 

not  associated  with,  or  dependent  on,  heart  yery  commonly  placed  somewhat 

any  disease  of  the  heart  or  its  parts,  higher  in  the  chest  than  natural ;  and 

Palpitations  frequently  arise  under  the  in  those  cases  of  fiatulent  hysteria  in 

influence  of  moral  emotions  :  they  are  which  the  central  organ  of  the  circu- 

constantly  found  to  arise  from  the  sym-  lation  is  sympathetically  affected  often 

pathy  of  the  heart  with  the  stomach,  to  so  great  a  degree,  it  may  frequently 

which  is  then  apt  to  contain  indigcsti-  be  perceived  throbbing  some  inch  or 

ble  or  undigested  matters.    Very  often  more  above  its  ordinary  level ;   it  is 

they  are  but  a  portion  of  the  exagge-  literally  thrust  up  into  the  chest  by  the 

rated    excitability     or   impressibility  stomacn  and  intestines  distended  with 

which  we  characterize  as  hysterical,  gas.     Displacements  of  the  heart  down- 

whether  it  meet  us  in  men  or  women,  wai'ds  are  of  greater  importance,  and 

What  may  be  styled  hysterical  palpita-  have  been  particularly  described  by 

tion  sometimes  proceeds  to  an  alarming  pathologists  under  the  title  of  prolapsus 

degree.      Some  persons  are  attacked  of  the  heart.    The  causes  of  this  down- 

withpalpitations  when  they  sleep  under  ward  displacement  inhere  in  diseases 

an  unusual  load  of  bed-clothes:  thev  of  the  superior  lobes  of  the  lungs  and 

awake  in  the  middle  of  tlie  night  with  upper  parts  of  the  thorax,  in  disease 

the  heart  throbbing  as  if  it  would  burst,  of  the  heart  itself  or  of  its  great  vessels, 

but  find  immediate  relief  by  rising  and  particularly  the  aorta,  and  also  in  a 

walking  about  in  the  cool  air  for  a  few  general  laxity  of  the  abdominal  parietes, 

minutes.    I  have  known  an  attack  of  and  absence  of  that  support  wliich  the 

palpitation,  which  lasted  for  nearly  two  heart  receives  upon  tlic  floor  of  the 

entire  days,  induced  in  an  individual  diaphragm.     In  cases  of  displacement 

who  never  suffered  from  any  thing  of  downwards,  the  first  and  second  sounds, 
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instead  of'  having  their  greatest  inten-  slower  than  natoraL  Instead  of  60  or 
sity  between  the  third  and  fifth  ribs,  70,  it  is  often  no  more  than  40  or  50 
present  themselves  most  distinctly  be-  in  serious  affections  of  this  important 
tween  the  sixth  and  eighth  ribs,  and  organ.  Diseases  of  the  heart  itself  have 
the  impulse  is  then  felt  in  the  epigas-  also,  in  some  instances,  a  very  re- 
tric  region ;  to  the  outside  of  the  ensi-  markable  effect  in  diminishing  the 
form  cartilage  perchance,  instead  of  its  number  of  its  pulsations.  In  hyper- 
natural  situation,  the  space  between  trophy  of  the  heart  the  pulse  is  bound- 
the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs.  ing  and  rarer  than  propei* ;  but  it  is  in 
Laterai  displacement  of  the  heart  is  connexion  with  contraction  of  the  aortic 
frequently  encountered,  generally  in  orifice  that  the  most  extraordinary  de- 
connexion  with  diseases  of  the  lungs  grees  of  slowness  have  been  observed, 
and  pleura,  especially  chronic  pleurisy  Here  the  ventricle,  engaged  in  squeez- 
accompanied  by  effusion,  a  disease  in  in?  its  charge  through  a  hole  little  or 
which  the  heart  is  constantly  found  nolarger  than  a  goose- quill,  perhap8,has 
beating  several  inches  to  the  right  or  been  found  contracting  with  no  greater 
left  of  its  natural  situation.  Displace-  frequency  than  25,20,andeven  lb  times 
ment  backwards  occurs  more  rarely,  in  the  course  of  a  minute.  We  also 
although  it  is  still  occasionally  met  possess  certain  medicines  which  have 
with,  generally  associated  with  aneu-  the  wonderful  and  most  valuable  i>ro- 
rism  of  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  arch,  perty  of  lessening  the  force  and  abating 
but  in  a  few  rare  instances  with  the  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  action, 
presence  of  abscesses  and  tumors  of  the  The  class  of  narcotics  generally  enjoys 
anterior  mediastinum.  this  faculty  in  the  most  striking  de- 
It  will  be  enough  if  I  merely  allude,  gf^^-  Some  recent  experiments  of  M. 
in  passing,  to  those  singular  cases  in  Poiseuille  have  shown  that  a  full  dose 
which  the  viscera  generally — the  of  opium  diminished  the  injecting  force 
heart  among  the  number — are  trans-  of  the  heart  in  a  horse  by  exactly  one 
posed,  or  situated  on  the  side  of  the  body  half.  But  of  all  the  medicines  which 
opposite  to  that  on  which  they  are  reduce  the  force  and  frequency  of  the 
usually  placed,  as  possible  causes  of  ventricular  contractions,  the  foxglove 
errors  in  diagnosis.  M.  Isidore  Geof-  is  the  most  remarkable.  Some  years  ago 
froy  de  St.  Hilaire  has  referred  to  nearly  I  was  desired  to  visit  a  young  married 
sixtycasesoftransposition  of  the  viscera  woman,  who,  for  certain  presumed  or 
which  have  been  particularly  described  actual  threatenings  of  phthisis  pulmo- 
or  indicated.  We  are  therefore  bound  nalis,  to  which  several  members  of  her 
to  be  upon  the  watch  for  the  possible  family  had  fallen  victims,  had  been 
occurrence  of  such  a  thing  again  and  recommended  to  try  digitalis  as  a  pre- 
in  the  course  of  every-day  practice.  ventive.  She  had  been  furnished  with 
-.^  ,  .  .  ,  ^  .  » quart  bottle  of  the  Infusion,  and  di- 
Of  alierationsin  the  Frequency  and  rected  to  take  a  table-spoonful  three 
Rkifthm  of  the  Actions  of  the  times  a  day.  This  she  had  done  very 
Heart,  regularly  up  to  the  time  of  my  visiting 
The  greater  number  of  diseases  to  her,  when  there  were  not  more  than 
which  the  body  of  man  is  obnoxious  threeorfourdoses  left  in  the  bottle.  She 
are  familiarly  Known  to  have  the  effect  was  lying  in  a  state  of  complete  pros- 
of  increasing  the  frequency  and  very  tration ;  sick  at  stomach,  and  mining 
commonly  the  force  also  of  the  heart's  occasional  efforts  to  vomit ;  as  pale  as 
action.  From  the  60 or  70  contractions  indifferentlv  bleached  wax,  and  with  a 
in  a  minute,  which  may  be  regarded  as  pulse  which,  both  at  the  heart  and  the 
the  natural  number  in  the  majority  of  wrist,  did  not  exceed  30  per  minute, 
adults,  we  find  the  heart  beating  100,  Other  cases  of  the  same  kind,  and  to  a 
120,  140,  find  more,  in  the  same  brief  still  greater  degree,  have  been  repeatedly 
interval,  in  the  course  of  febrile  and  observed  and  recorded  by  practitioners, 
inflammatory  diseases  generally.  In  speaking  of  unusual  slowness  of 
In  other  kinds  of  disease,  on  the  con-  pulse,  we  ought  not  to  forget  that  there 
trary,  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  fall  are  individuals  in  the  enjoyment  of 
short  of  the  number  which  belongs  to  good  health  who  have  naturally  a  slow 
health.  Diseases  of  the  brain,  in  es-  pulse.  I  knew,  intimately,  a  young 
necial,  are  well  known  frequently  to  man  of  20,  whose  pulse,  in  health,  did 
navt  the  effect  of  rendering  the  pulse  not  exceed  48  and  dO. 
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The  alterations  in  the  actions  of  the  Sometimes  these  irregular  beata  have 

heart  just  considered  are  compatible  all  pretty  nearly  the  same  force,  and 

with  perfect  regularity  in  the  recurrence  again  the  impulse  and  the  sounds  aeem 

of  these  actions.    The  retardation  ap-  to  be  different  in  reference  to  each,  so 

pears,  for  the  most  part,  to  occur  in  that  the  heart  is  most  turn ultuously  and 

connexion  with  the  suence  that  follows  strangely  affected.     In  one  case   the 

the  click  of  the  sigmoid  valves,  i.  e,  irregularityproceeds  without  any  pause 

along  with  the  systole  of  the  auricles,  the  that  can  be  called  an  intermission;  in 

diastole  of  the  ventricles  :  it  seems  as  if  another  intermissions  of  such  length 

the  ventricle  were  then  long  of  filling  occur  that  it  seems  as  if  the  heart  were 

and  in  getting  ready  for  a  new  con-  about  to  cease  from  its  actions  for  ever. 

traction.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  irre^larities 

In  many  cases,  however,  alterations  encountered,  it  is  often  possible  to  ana- 

in  the  actions  of  the  heart  of  adiffei'ent  lyse  their  nature  and  to  indicate  their 

description  are  observed.    Having  com-  precise  elements.  "We  can  sometimes," 

pletea  a  certain  number  of  beats,  for  says  M.  Bouillaud,  **  make  out  two  and 

example,  the  heart  pauses,  and  the  even  three  motions  of  dilatation  for  a 

interval  of  a  beat  is  lost  in  a  total  single  contraction  of  the  ventricles; 

silence  or  inaction.    This  is  what  con-  sometimes,  on  the  contrary,  we  per- 

Btitutes  an  intermission  in  the  action  of  ceive  two  or  three  contractions  for  a 

the   heart.      Intermissions,   in  many  single  dilatation."     In  other  circnm- 

cases,  recur  with  a  considerable  degree  stances,  instead  of  the  two  actions  and 

ef  regularity ;   the  pause  is  observed  the  two  rests  which  go  to  the  formation 

after  every  tniid,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  or  of  a  complete  beat,  M.  Bouillaud  has 

other  beat ;  often  they  intervene  very  demonstrated,  in  opposition  to  biefa 

regularly  for  a  time,  and  then  they  authorities,  that  there  are,  occasionally, 

present  themselves  very  irregularly.    lit  three  'and  even  four  distinct  actions  and 

sometimes  happens    that   whilst  the  as  many  rests  in  the  course  of  the  beat 

finger  upon  the  radial  artery  indicates  When  three  sounds  are  heard,  it  is 

the  absence  of  a  beat,  the  ear  applied  generally  in  consequence  of  a  repe- 

to  the  precordial  region  assures  us  that  tition  of  the  second  sound,  or  rather  in 

the  rhythm  of  the  heart  is  preserved,  consequence  of  the  sounds  which,  in 

In  this  case  one  of  the  ventricular  con-  the  healthy  state,  occur  simultaneously 

tractions,  that  which  corresponds  with  at  the  roots  of  the  aorta  and  pulmonary 

the  defective  arterial   pulse,  is  only  artery,  occurring  separately,  the  one  a 

much  weaker  than  the  rest.    This  kind  little  later  than  the  other.    If  one  ven- 

of  intermission  was  characterized  by  tride  empty  itself  more  rapidly  than  the 

Laennec  as  /s/m,  in  contra-distinction  other,  and  thediastolefollow  the  systole 

to  that  in  which  the  ventricular  con-  in  each  immediately,  it  is  obvious  Uiat 

traction  fiuled  in  fact,  and  which  he  the  second  sound  must  become  double, 

designated  as  the   true  intermission.  The  triple  sound,  however,  appears  oc- 

Sometimeswe  hear  the  ventricle,  having  casionally  to  be  connected  with  tfie 

made  its  rhythmical  or  proper  con-  action  of  the  ventricles,  or  the  rednpU- 

traction  contract  precipitately  and  be-  cation  of  the  first  sound;  it  can  only 

tween  two  of  its  oeats,  before  it  has  happen  in  consequence  of  the  two  ven- 

had  time  to  receive   so  much  blood  tricles  contracting  at  difilerent  times ;  a 

from  the  auricle  as  will  influence  the  case  which  it  is  not  difilcult  to  imagine 

pulse  of  the  artery  at  the  wrist.    The  in  connexion  with  impediments  at  one 

rhythm  in  this  case,  as  reckoned  by  or  other  of  the   aunculo-ventricnlar 

the  pulse  in  the  extremities,  is  preservea,  orifices  to  the  access  of  the  charge  of 

but  the  ventricle  has  made  two  con-  blood  which  is  necessary  to  excite  the 

tractions  in  the  time,  and  the  rhythm  systole  of  the  ventricles :  the  access 

is  consequently  defective  in  reference  l>eing  ft*ee  in  one,  obstructed  in  the 

to  the  heart  .  other,  that  which  is  first  charged  may 

Man  V  other  irregularities  in  the  action  contract  before  the  other,  and  so  ^ve 

of  the  neart  are  met  with  in  practice,  rise  to  the  irregularity  under  review, 

and  have  been,  particularly  described  Four  sounds  to  a  single  beat  could  only 

by  Laennec  and  other  writera  on  the  be  effected  by  the  alternate  action  of 
subject.    In  one  case  a  short  series  of   the  ri^ht  and  left  half  of  the  heart ; 

regular  beats  is  succeeded  by  one  or  the  nc^ht  ventricle   contracting  first 

more  hurried  and  irregular  pulsations,  would  oe  followed  by  the  cliek  of  the 
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sigmoid  valves  of  the  pulmonary  artery ;  at  the  wrist  becomes  a  flutter,  fibrinous 

the  left  ventricle  contracting  would  be  concretions  have  almost  certainly  been 

succeeded  by  the  click  of    the  aordc  formed  in  I  he  heart,  and  the  patient 

sigmoid  valves.  will  be  lost.     I  shall  have  occasion  to 

Irregularities   of  the  various  kinds  revert  to  this  point  by  and  by. 

just  described  are  the  certain  indication  ^/.     /.      ,.         •      -;       i         ,       ^    t 

if  contractions  of  one  or  more  of  the  %  "'"'"Tl  Z    '"  .'t^'TnA", 
orifices  of  the  heart,  and  of  alteration  in        ^''"'".'  "^  '*^  ^'"""''  *""'"''  "^  "" 
thesubstanceof  the  valves  which  guard  ^''^  ' 

them.  They  are,  therefore,  generally  to  It  is  difficult  to  find  two  individuals, 
be  regarded  as  incompatible  with  the  the  sounds  of  whose  hearts  are  pro- 
long continuance  of  life.  Nevertheless,  cisely,  and  in  every  respect,  alike;  one 
we  do  occasionally  meet  with  heartii  is  clearer,  or  one  is  duller  Ihan  the 
which  beat  in  ihe  most  strange  and  other,  in  every  conceivable  degree.  In 
anomalous  manner  in  individuals  who  many  cases,  however,  the  extent  to 
are  in  the  present  enjoyment  of  good  which  the  sounds  difier  in  point  of 
health,  and  who  assure  us  that  they  had  distinctness  or  dulness  from  those 
never  been  seriously  ill  in  their  lives,  thnt  are  most  generally  perceived, 
I  very  lately  met  with  two  cases  of  this  brings  them  fairly  within  the  category 
kind,  in  individuals  who  proposed  their  of  disease,  and  they  have  in  fact  been 
lives  for  insurance,  at  the  office  where  demonstrated  in  repeated  instances  to 
I  am  medical  adviser.  The  alterations  be  connected  with  alterations  of  the 
in  both  instances  were  of  that  kind  valvular  apparatus  at  one  or  other  of 
in  which  two  or  three  pretty  regular  the  orifices,  and  with  increment  and 
beats  are  followed  by  a  series  of  irre-  decrenient  in  the  thickness  and  struc- 
gulc.r  and  tumultuous  beats,  with  inter-  ture  of  the  muscular  compares  of  the 
vening  intermissions.  One  gentleman,  heart.  In  some  instances,  the  sounds 
a  master-builder,  owned  to  me,  that  m  of  the  heart  are  so  weak  that  thev  can 
running  up  a  ladder  or  a  stair,  or  in  only  be  seized  b^  the  practised  ear, 
making  any  great  effort,  he  was  apt  to  and  with  sometlnng  like  a  stretch  of 
feel  short-winded,  but  without  any  par-  the  attention;  and,  again,  the  sounds 
ticular  distress  about  the  region  of  the  are  so  loud  that  they  can  even  be  heard 
heart.  The  other,  a  timber  merchant,  at  some  distance  from  the  body,  or  by 
would  not  allow  that  he  had  ever  been  merely  approaching  the  ear  to  the 
short-breathed,  or  suffered  from  palpi-  chest  of  the  patient, 
tation,  or  been  aware  of  any  peculiarity  In  some  cases,  the  first  sound  has 
about  the  heart,  until  his  very  irregular  the  sharpness  or  crispness  of  that 
pulse  was  remarked  upon  by  a  medical  which  is  heard  \a  hen  two  strips  of  parch- 
friend.  This  led  him  to  consult  more  ment  are  smacked  together.  This  aua- 
than  one  physician  both  in  I/ondon  and  lity  of  sound  M.  Bouillaud  has  spoken 
Paris,  Dr.  Elliotson  among  the  number,  of  under  the  title  of  the  timbre  parehe- 
who  was  kind  enough  to  refer  to  his  mini,  and  he  has  found  it  to  accom- 
note-book  more  than  two  years  back,  pany  a  state  of  morbid  thickening,  or 
and  show  roe  that  he  had  found  this  hypertrophy  and  rigidity,  of  the  mitral 
gentleman's  heart  beating  at  that  time  valve  especially.  Instead  of  this  dry 
in  the  same  unrhythmical,  and  appa-  sharp  character,  again,  the  first  sound 
rently  formidable  way,  as  it  did  on  the  may  have  a  character  of  obscure  rough- 
day  I  spoke  to  him.  The  late  cele-  ness  or  of  hoarseness,  in  which  case 
brated  Duchess  of  Gordon  is  said  to  M.  Bouillaud  informs  us  that  the  mi- 
have  had  a  heart  which  acted  in  a  tral  valves  will  be  found  spongy  and 
very  irregular  manner  through  the  swollen,  soft  and  flaccid,  not  firm  and 
whole  course  of  her  long  life,  and  to  unyielding  as  in  the  previous  instance, 
have  transmitted  the  peculiarity  to  I  have  frequently  heard  this  obscurely 
more  than  one  member  of  her  family.  hoarse  character  of  the  first  sound,  but 

Excessive  irregularity  in  the  action  have   always    associated  it   with  the 

of  the  heart,  occurring  in  the  course  blowing  or  bellows  murmurs  —  with 

of  an  acute  diseuse,  is  always  a  symp-  the  abnormal  sounds  of  the  heart, 
torn  of  a  most  alarming  description.        In  connection  with  palpitations  of 

When,    from    having   bKeen    regular,  considerable  violence,  at  Uie  moment 

though  rapid,  the  beats  suddenly  lose  of  the  impulse  and  of  the  natural  first 

all  cnaracter  of  rhythm,  and  the  pulse  sound,   an  additional  slight   melallic 

793.— XXXI.  2  Y 
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click  is  frequently  heard,  which  has  depositing  phosphates.    Out   of  these 

attracted  the  attention  of  pathologists,  eight  we  nndno  less  than  five  in  which 

and  been  variously  explained  by  them,  the  remedial  means  resorted  to  effected 

This  metallic  click    of    the  heart  is  no  change  in  the  qualities  of  the  urine ; 

closely  imitated  by  covering  the  ear  in  one,  great  improvement  ensued  ;  two 

with  the  palm  of  one  hand  and  striking  only   were  cured,  each  of  whom  were 

the  back  of  it  sharply,  but  lightly,  with  under  30  years  of  age. 

a  finger  of  the  other  hand.  In   a  paper  of  mine  published   in 

Laennec  held  that  the  metallic  click  volume  xxiv.  of   the  Medico-Chinir- 

w  ;s  produced  when  the  point  of  the  gical  Transactions,  it  was  stated  thai 

heart  alone  struck  against  the  thoracic  when  benzoic  acid,  or  a  benzoic  salt, 

parietes;  but  he  invoked  the  presence  of  is    administered  ,  internally,    hippuric 

a  few  bubbles  of  air  in  the  pericardium  acid  is  formed,  and  may  be  discovered 

as  n  means  of  explaining  it.    Dr.  Hope  in  the  urine.  It  was  moreover  suggested, 

maintained  that  the  inccjuality  of  the  that  the  therapeutic  application  of  the 

thoracic    parietes,   occasioned  by   the  above  fact  might  prove  beneficial  in  the 

greater  prominence  of  the  ribs  than  of  treatment  of  certain  forms  of  gravel, 

the  intercostal  spaces,  was  an  essential  and  in  disordered  conditions    of    the 

element    in  its  production ;  he  could  renal  secretion,  connected  with  a  goutj 

even   make  it  disappear   by  pressing  habit.     Some  interesting  particulars  in 

upon  the  intercostal  space  between  the  corroboration  of  these  views  have  been 

fifth  and  sixth  ribs.     British  inquirers,  since  recorded  by  Dr.  Walker,  of  Hod- 

particularly  Dr.  Williams,  in  assigning  dersfield,*andby  Mr.  Soden,of  Bath.t 

Its  due  influence  to  the  stroke  of  the  These  gentlemen,  however,  exhibited 

heart  against  the  thoracic  parietes  in  the  benzoic  acid  in  union  with  balsam 

increasing  and  impressing  additional  of  copaiba.    The  following  case,  which 

characters  upon  the  first  sound,  have  has   been  attentively    watched   alon^ 

rendered  the  explanation  of  the  me-  with  me,  by  my  intelligent  friend  Mr. 

tallic  click  easy.    The  stroke  of  the  Farquhar,  of  Albemarle  Street,  will,  it 

ventricles  against  the  grating  of  the  is  hoped,  serve  to  illustrate  the  pore 

chest,  null  in  health  and  in  a  state  of  r/ywfffwtc  effects  of  the  remedy,  in  a  clear 

repose,  is  not  without  influence  in  dis-  manner. 

ease,  and  when  the  action  of  the  heart  H.  H.,  eet.  37,  of  spare  make  and 

is  increased.    One  effect  of  the  exa^-  sedentary  habits,  consulted  me  upon 

ge rated  ventricular  systolic  stroke  is  the  9th  May,  1842,  relative  to  a  disonler 

the  metallic  click  or  tinkling.  of  the  urinary  secretion.     He  said  that 

[To  be  continued.]  f^''}u^'l  "'''"**'^  previously  he  noticed 

for  the  first  time  a  whitish  deposit  lu 

his  water,  which  ere  long  concreted  on 

ON  THE  ti^g  chamber-pot,  forming  a  hard  CTay 

PREVENTION  OF  PHOSPHATIC  crust,  most  difficult  to  remove.     The 

DEPOSITION.  urine  had  a  very  offensive  odour,  and 

„    -^  varied  occasionally  in  appearance,  pre- 

By  Mr.  Urb.  senting  sometimes  a  greenish,  at  other 

(For  the  Medical  Gazette,)  times  a  brownish  colour.     At  the  above 

date  it  was  slightly  opaque,  and  of  a 

Every  medical  man  familiar  with  the  pale  yellow  hue,  emitting  a  pungent 
treatment  of  urinary  disorder,  must  ammoniacal  smell ;  alkaline  to  litmus; 
confess,  that  among  the  most  puzzling  and  effervescing  briskly  upon  the  ad- 
cases  he  encounters,  are  those  charac-  dition  of  a  few  drops  of  hydrochloric 
terised  by  a  deposition  of  the  earthy  acid.  It  threw  down,  almost  as  soon  as 
phosphates:  and  that,  while  it  is  an  discharged, a whiteflocculent sediment, 
easy  matter  to  renderacid  urine  alkaline,  contsisting  of  phosphate  and  carbonate 
it  is  by  no  means  80  easy  to  render  alka-  of  lime.  It  did  not  afford  any  uric 
line  urine  acid.  acid.  Its  specific  gravity  was  1*023.  It 
Mons.  Rayer,  in  his  necent  elaborate  was  voided  without  pain  or  difficnltv, 
work  on  Diseases  of  the  Kidney,  has  and  in  a  full  stream.  There  was  little 
given   under  the  head  of  **  Nephrite  or  no  increase  of  the  mucous  secretion, 

simple  chronique"  (torn.  i.  p  37'2),  the      - 

reports  of  eight   cases  of  individuals  *  Provincial   Medical  and  Surreal  Joaroal, 

in  whom  the  urine  was  alkaline,  and  ^^'Zi;  'Jt,%,..  ,843. 
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Mid  no  albumen.      His  appetite  was  4lh» — Urine    is    now    natural,    rc- 

good,  his  tongue  elean,  and  he  slept  maining    hmpid   and   acidulous  after 

well ;  but  he  was  pale,  complaining  of  standing  for  24  hours ;   the  acid  stain 

general  lassitude  and  languor^  and  of  a  is    |)ermanent  on  litmus    paper;    its 

sense  of  weakness  across  the  loins.  His  specific  gravity  is  1*020 ;  two  ounces 

bowels  were  generally  confined.  yielded,  by  evaporation,  4Q  grains  of 

1000  grain  measures  of  the  above  extract, 

urine  evaporated  to  dryness  by  a  water  Thus,  after  the  administration  of  the 

bath,  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  benzoic  acid,  the  urine,  although  of  an 

160*  Fahr.  left  only  36  grains  of  dry  inferior  density,  afforded  nearly  double 

extract,  and  exhaled  during  the  process  the  amount  of  solid  residuum  that  it 

a  great  quantity  of  ammonia,  as  proved  did  previously. 

by  a  slip  of  moist  red  litmus  paper,  11th. — A  slight  sediment  has  made 

held  over  the  dish,  becoming  instaa-  its    appearance  in  the   unne,   which 

taneously  blue.  proves,  upon  microscopic  examination. 

He  was  directed  to  take  an  aperient  to  be  crystals  of  ammoniaco-raagnesian 
dose  of  rhubarb,  ten  grains  of  benzoic  phosphate,  unaccompanied  by  the  amor- 
acid  twice  in  the  day,  and  to  live  well  phous  phosphate,  or  carbonate  of  lime, 
but  plainly.  To  suspend  the  use  of  the  benxoic  acid. 

May  12tb.— Has  taken  the  medicine  and  to  take  20  minims  of  hydrochloric 

without  snffering  the  slightest  incon-  acid,  dilated  with  water,  thrice  a-day. 

5^enience.    He  says  that  the  urine  after  o»^»v      tt-:«-  ♦„-k:^    «ii,„i^r»«    «m.- 

«he  fi«t  dose  becime  clear,  and  ceased  „3^:-:li".",t  '"f^^ni^^^i^t^   5«t" 

to  deposit  any  chalky  sedhnent.     It  is  '^^^'"8  ^r""^^?  V^^  ^T,V-  '  T' 

now  ratural  in  all  lespects-acid  to  w"hs  anlmg  te  has  been  takmg  hy- 

iitmus;  specific  gravity  1^022.  frochlonc   acid  regularly  dunng   the 

Aft-L  •'^j     .£.__' u- J-        ».•       J  last  fortnight.    The  sediment  consists 

*U^^l^t7u^'^%A'^'^*'''Z^  chiefly  Of  ,.hosphate  and  carbonate  of 

the  use  of  the  benzoic  acid.    Towards    i;„„  %.„,,  ';„  jfl„„;,^  „„i„  e ,i,. 

the  end  of  the  month  the  arine  became  ^"^'  *"'^  "deposited  only  from    he 

«gain  alkaline,  and  I  was  induced  to  "X"""            ""*        """'■"' 

try  him  with  the  nsual  routine  of  medi-  J,   *                        ,                 ,       ,    , 

tjines  recommended  in  cases  of  this  de-  ^^  .^«  ^  P^'^^s  ^'Z  heneoic  acid  at  bed- 

ficriprion,  in  order  to  see  whether  the  ^^^\  "4,*^  discoatiaue  the  hydro. 

urine  could  be  brought  to  a  permanently  chlonc  acid, 

normal  state.     He  was  accordingly  di-  SOih.— Urine  transparent  and  acid, 

rected  to  take  nitric  acid,  in  full  doses,  remaining  so  after  many  hours  ;  spe- 

thrice  a  day,  and  an  opiate  at  night,  cific  gravity,   1*018     It  contains  the 

These,  after  a  sufficient  trial,  produced  natural  proportion  of  phosphates  and 

no  change.     Hydrochloric  acid,  sul-  uric  acid.    On  account  of  some  uneasi- 

phuric  and,  combined  with  sulphate  of  ness  in  the  loins,  he  was  ordered  to  rub 

iron,  bark,  tartaric  acid  in  conjunction  in  the  tartar  emetic  ointment, 

with  sal-ammoniac,  were  each  in  turn  Jan.    12th,    1843.— The   uneasiness 

freely  administered,  but  to  no  purpose ;  formerly  complained  of    is  removed, 

for  the  urine  continued  alkaline,  and  He  has  ceased  to  take  any  beneoic  acid 

loaded  with  white  sabulous  matter.  He  for  five  days  past.    The  unne  is  some- 

eventually  resumed  taking  the  benzoic  what  cloudy.    At  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 

acid,  and  with  immediate  good  eflect.  Prout,  I  was  led  to  prescribe  for  him 

When  Prof.   Mitscherlich,  of  Berlin,  the  solution  of  acetate  of  ammonia  in 

visited  London  in  October  last,  I  had  half-ounce  doses, 

the  advantage    of   this  distinguished  20th. — Urine  still  cloudy,  notwith- 

ehemist's  inspecting  the  above  patient's  standing    the    use    of    tlie    spirit    of 

urine  along  with  me,  and  verifying  the  Mindererus.     In   consequence   of   his 

remarkable  change  produced.  suffering  from  some  irritation  within 

Dec.  1  St. — ^Tlie  patient  again  applied  the  chest,  he  was  desired  to  employ 

to  me  on  account  of  a  return  of  the  tor-  the  same  counter-irritant  salve,  to  take 

bid  alkaline  urine.    1  found  its  specific  small  doses  of  tsirtar  emetic  in  solution 

gravity  1*024.    2  ounces  evaporated  in  thrice  daily,  and  a  dose  of  benzoic  acid 

vacuo  left  28  grains  of  extract,  consist-  every  night. 

ing  of  animal  matter,  salts,  with  but  2id.>-Fecls  much  better  in  all  re- 
little  urea.  Ordered  to  recommence  spects;  tlie  pulmonary  oppression  is 
the  bencoic  acid.  gone  ;    urine    natural,  and  continues 
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limpid  and    acid    after   several  days'  that  I  have  observed  a  copious  fbrnU' 

repose. .  tion  of  crystals  of  the  above  triple 

It  may  be  observed,  in  conclusion,  phosphate  in  urine  after  a  repast  of 

that  his  general  health  and  appearance  sour-kroiit — a    circumstance,    by    the 

are  materially  improved ;    and  he  is  way,  which  may  perhaps  account  for 

now  enabled  to  check  all  tendency  to  the  great  immunity  .of  the  Germans, 

calcareous  urinary  sediment  by  simply  who  partake  freely  of  that  food,  from 

swallowing  a  few  grains  of  benzoic  acid  uric  acid  calculus, 

at  bed-time.  Not  only  benzoic  but  likewise  cin- 

It  has  appeared  to  me  expedient  to  namic  acid  is  transformed,  by  passing 
^ve  the  above  case  at  some  length,  as  through  the  system,  into  hippunc  acid. 
It  offers  several  highly  instructive  points  as  was  established  by  me  last  spring*, 
for  consideration.  The  subject  is  a  man  To  detect  the  free  hippuric  acid  alter  the 
in  the  prime  of  life,  stricken  with  slow  administration  of  one  or  other  of  these 
consuming  disease,  complaining  of  acids,  it  is  merely  recjuisite  to  inspissate 
languor,  lassitude,  and  progressively  a  portion  of  the  urme  by  means  of  a 
losing  flesh  and  strength.  H's  urine,  8team-bath,toboil  the  resulting  extract 
(and  the  urine  generally  furnishes  a  with  alcohol  in  vacuOf  and  allow  a  little 
good  criterion  of  unhealthy  action  in  of  the  clear  supernatant  liquid  to  evapo- 
tne  system),  is  alkaline,  throwing  down  rate  spontaneously  upon  a  slip  of  glass. 
a  white  starch-like  sediment.  It  is  In  the  course  of  some  hours,  charac- 
deficient  in  uric  acid,  and  the  greater  teristic  crystals  of  hippuric  acid,  namely 
portion  of  the  urea  is  resolved  into  quadrangular  prisms  with  dihedral 
carbonate  of  ammonia.  No  other  sub-  summits,  may  be  distinguished  with 
stance,  except  the  benzoic  acid,  seemed  the  microscope.  This  agrees  with  the 
capable  of  controlling  the  septic  in-  recent  researches  of  Peujuze,  who  has 
fluence  which  led  to  these  cnan^es.  shown  that  "urea  may  be  present  along 
Other  vegetable  acids  were  not  tned,  with  lactig  acid  or  hippunc  acid,  with- 
as  they  uniformly  disorder  the  stomach,  out  entering  into  chemical  combinatioo 
and  mineral  acids  failed.  The  latter,  with  either  of  themj ;  thus  demon- 
indeed,  according  to  Sir  B.  Brodie's  strating  the  fallacy  of  all  the  theories 
experience,  are  much  less  influential  in  based  upon  the  supposition  of  the  ex- 
cases  like  the  present,  where  the  phos-  istence  of  lactate  or  hippurate  of  urea, 
phate  is  deposited  by  the  urine  in  the  In  order  to  ascertain  the  solvent 
lorm  of  an  impalpable  powder,  with  power  of  a  urine  containing  hippuric 
little  or  no  increase  of  the  mucous  acid,  upon  phosphate  of  lime,  the  fol- 
secretion,  than  in  those  in  which  the  lowing  experiments  were  instituted.  A 
urine  contains  the  triple  phosphate*,  quantity  of  sub-phosphate  of  lime  was 
Benzoic  acid,  therefore,  enables  us  to  separated  from  iresh  filtered  urine  by 
solve  the  hitherto  embarrassing  problem  means  of  pure  caustic  ammonia,  in  a 
of  rendering  an  alkaline  urine  acid  at  glass  vessel  excluded  from  access  of 
pleasure,  and  consequently  of  obviating  air.  The  precipitate  was  well  washed 
the  irritation  which  such  urine  occa-  with  distilled  water  and  dried.  A  sub- 
sions  in  the  membranous  surface  with  phosphate  was  in  this  way  procured, 
which  it  comes  in  contact— a  species  identical  with  that  which  forms  tlie 
of  irritation  which  opium  is  not  un-  various  deposits  and  concretions  in  the 
frequently  employed  to  allay.  human  body.    A  certain  measure   of 

The  transition  to  the  ammoniaco-  the  said  urine,  having  a  specific  gravity 

magnesian  phosphate  is  noted  upon  the  of  1*025,  was  allowed  to  digest  at  a 

11th  December,   1842.    This  may  be  blood-heat  along  with  a  given  weight 

ascribed  to  some  faulty  assimilation  in  of  the   above  sub-phosphate.      After 

the  first  passages,  as  it  yielded  readily  three  quarters  of  an  hour  had  elapsed 

to  the  exhibition  of  another  acid,  viz.  it  was  saturated  with  caustic  ammonia, 

the  hydrochloric,  which  did  not  aflect  and  thereby  yielded  more  than  double 

the  former  deposit     Thus    a   reflex  the  amount  of  sub-phosphate  of  lime 

light,  BO  to  speak,  is  always  thrown  upon  which  natural  urine  of  the  same  specific 

the  phenomena  of  disease  from  care-  gravity  contains,  according  to  the  ob> 

fully  studying  the  action  of  remedies,  servations  of  Cruickshank. 

I  may  here  point  attention  to  the  fact,     ~ 

*  Pharmaceutical  Joarnal  and  Traiuuiction9» 

*  I.«ctures  on  Diseases  of  tbe  Urinary  Organs,  June  184'i. 

I>>  920.  t  Anuales  de  Chimie,  Sept.  1842;  p.  6S. 
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Both  the  prepared  sub-phosphate  and  one  person  (Olio,  by  South,  p.  103)  in 

the   carbonate  of  lime  are  promptly  whom,  during  an  atunic  attack  of  gout, 

taken  up  by  a  warm  aqueous  solution  the  whole  mouth,  throat,  and  gullet, 

of  hippuric  acid;  whicn  may  thus,  in-  were  largely  covered  with  a  whitish 

depcnoently  of  its  antiseptic  agency,  mucus,  wnich,  when  dried  on  blotting 

serve  to  hold  dissolved  any  excess  of  paper,  left  behind  a  large  quantity  of 

these  inorganic  matters.  Human  urinary  phosphate  of  lime/'  Tiedemann  found 

calculi  occasionally  consist  of  one  or  white  stone-like  roundish  concretions, 

both  of  them.    Frommherz  (Jahrb.  der  principally  consisting  of  phosphate  of 

Chemie  u.  Phys.  xvi.  329)  has  given  lime,  in  most  of  the  muscles,  especially 

the  details  of  the  analysis  of  a  stone  in  those  of  the  extremities,  of  a  gouty 

from  the  human  bladder,  composed  of  subject  (op.  cit.  p.  252).     It  is,  more- 

90*673  per  cent,  of  carbonate  of  lime,  over,  well  ascertained,  that  the  cal- 

2'966  of  phosphate  of  lime,  4*015  of  careous  incrustations  which  are  met 

albumen  and   colouring  matter;    the  with  between  the  serous  and  fibrous 

nucleus  beine  a  particle    of   quarts,  coats  of  arteries  are  frequent  in  the 

Bergemann  (Foggend.  Annalen,  xix.  gouty;  and  in  many  instances  topha- 

538)  examined  a  human  urinary  cal-  ceous  concretions  contain  no  urate  of 

cuius,  of  which  the  main  constituent  soda,  but  phosphate  of  lime  (John,  in 

was    carbonate    of    lime.      Winkler  Meckel's  Archiv.  fur  die  Physiologie, 

(Geiger's  Mag.  xxi.  253),  on  the  other  vol.  i.  part  4,  p.  513*). 

hand,  met  with  a  calculus  containing  Hence  it  appears  probable  that,  in 

no  less  than  87*627  of  phosphate  of  many  such  cases,  the  calcareous  deposi- 

lime.  A  prostatic  concretion ,  examined  tion  is  to  be  referred  to  a  debilitating  and 

hj  M.  Barruel  (Joum.  de  Chimie  Med.  septic  influence  acting  upon  the  system 

VI.  12),  was  composed  of  80  per  cent,  of  at  large;  to  counteract  which  it  be- 

phosphate  and  carbonate  of  lime,  and  hoves  the  medical  practitioner  to  advise 

20  per  cent,  of  a  substance  perfectly  such  hygienic  and  therapeutic  means  as 

resembling  coagulated  albumen.    In-  will  maintain  that  equilibrium  of  func- 

deed  I  am  disposed  to  believe,  with  Dr.  tion  which  constitates  health.  A  strong 

Yelloly,  that  pnosphate  of  lime  is  seldom  argument  in  &vour  of  the  antiseptic 

found  in  animal  concretions  uncom-  power  of  benzoic  acid,  or  rather  of 

bined  with  carbonate  of  lime  (Phil,  nippuric  acid,  is  deduced  from  the  fact 

Trans.  1829,  p.  79).  that  the  urinary  secretion,  a  secretion 

Phosphatic  depositions  are  frequently  above  all  others  prone  to  rapid  spon- 

observed  in  conjunction  with    gouty     -77;; : ; — — : — — r^ 

^m.^ti^^«      ti;»^tv«*«*Ao    .a»o    ♦!?«♦    •  *Albnincni«  more  or  leas  intimatdy  connected 

affections.     Hippocrates    says    that    a  with  most  of  these  deposit.,  it  hai*  great  affinity 

thick  urme,  which  forms  a  whitish  sedl-  for  the  phosphateofUmeinthedeffreeof  saturation 

"k*^^'''  *•  ^^  ir^^nvlr.'  2J=~SK;sr^t  r^a-p'r.ssiss;: 

on  betrays  pains  in  the  joints  (FraedlCt.  forming:  compounds  insoluble  in  water.    Some 

lib.  ii.  cap.   10,  n.  7).     A  remarkable  chemisU  have  found  ftt>m  S  to  9  per  cent,  of 

^t.aA  xa  A#viittfA#l  K«r  Holla*  /Tlian  Pvonf  phoephatc  m  the  albuffieu  of  the  serum  of  the 

case  18  collated  by  Haller  (Disp.  Praot.  gi^of  (Benelius,  Traits  de  Chimie,  torn.  iii. 

torn.  vui.  p.  795j :    "  De  matenA  cal-  p.  sie,  Bmxelles,  ISSg).    in  order  to  determine 

careA  post  diutumam  arthritidem  per  »•  ■«**«?  ®/,5-PP*^  "^'i^^^S  '^  *n»9»"^'c 

'^      »                  J]     A.A  tf     .<ri  compound  of  this  nature,  the  foUowinar  line  of 

vesicam  unnanam  eductft."     "  I  know  inv^gation  was  adopted.    To  a  portion  of  the 

a     gouty     subject,"     says     Naumann  fllterea  white  of  e^^g  diflWd  throui^h  water,  a 

^HnnHhiieh    d<»r  Med    Klin      torn    vi  few  drops  of  caustic  ammonia,  and  then  a  little 

^"^SSl      .      ?®'  "£.  •  '^""•»  '°™-  V-  phosphate  of  ammonia,  were  added;  into  the 

p.    398),    **who    suffers    from   chronic  mixtureasmaUquantityofa  solution  of  chloride 

catarrh  of  the  bladder.     From  time  to  «'  ca»cium  was  afowly  dropped,  as  recommended 

time  the  urine  becomes    milky,  and  ^.n^l^^S;  .I^'al^Tu  ?oT&%a't^^?e^ 

throws    down    a    quantity    of    muco-  appeared  as  a  semi-transparent  homy-lookine 

albuminou.  matter  mix  J.  with  pho-  S?S°^;.?SS!rk?.S.fruSS??iy%rf 

phate  of  lime."     Mons.  ClViale,  a  de-  treated  with  boilinirdi«till«(i  water,  formed  a  kind 

servcdlv   high    authoritv   in   questions  of  cwulum;  and  upon  testinr  the  water  afler- 

^f  «v«;.*  k:.«4^  -Am « -Ire  /'n.t  TJaZfom^nf  wanls  for  lime,  not  a  trace  could  be  detected.  On 

of  this  kind,  remarks  (puTrattement  ^^^ing.  howerer,  a  little  hippuric  acid  to  the 

M^aicaletPreseTVatlfdelaPierre,p.65),  water,  and  allowing  it  to  digest  at  a  moderate 

•*  Chez  les  personnes  atteintes  depuis  Jf™**»  ^^""^  ^*f  the  albuminous  compound. 


1      _^  #^,  ..      aj/«v         •  i  the  coagnlum  ere  longr  broke  down,  a  portion  of 

longtemps  de  la  goutte  et  deja  epuisees  the  albumen  seemed  to  dissolve,  as  did  the  phos- 

par    les   soufirances,  la    gravelle    qui  phate  of  lime,  for  a  copious  white  cloud  eiwaed 

•unrient    ou    oui    continue    est   pTo.  T.Sak%'1;}'«S!'r.'ll"?S?^^^^^^^^ 

specialement  phosphatique.''   '*  I  know  phoric  add  was  proved  by  nitrate  of  silver. 
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taneoiM  putrefaction,  remains  untainted    vessel  were  destroyed, and  a  consideraWe 
for  days,  and  sometimes  even  weeks,    opening  madie  into  the  Tessel,  wkich 


IF  tne  touowing  case  oe  wonny  01  a  ^,^     Tfie  bronchial  tul 

place  in  yonr  yahmUe  periodical,  by  ^^^   y^    ^j,,^^    „„ 

inserting  It  you  wi  1  obl.^e.  sir  ^  ^^  copiously. 

\  our  most  obedient  servant,  ^^      f  ^    aif-tubeS  . 


when  this  acid  is  one  of  its  component  opening  communicated  with  the 

parts.  phagus  along  the  course  of  the  needle... 

13,  Charlotte  Strert,  Bedford  Square,  Around  the  opening  into  artery,  to  the 

January  3i8t,  1M3.  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half,  toe  ex- 

_ ternal  coat  was  completciy  destroyed^ 

T>4rr.4T    ux>ii)r/MiDU4r>c<    vxi  r\x€  ^^^  onlv  a  fcw  fibrcs  here  and  tbere 

FATAL    HEMORRHAGE    FROM  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^^  remaining?  the  in- 

SWALLOWING  A  NEEDLE,  jemal  coat  was  of  a  dark  ink^-  hue,  and 

quite  rotten.    Between  the  inner  side 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  of    artery    and    the    CBSophagns    and 

gii{  trachea  there  was  about,  perhaps,  an 

t    ^v.     I  yr     '              T.         -#1.      c  ounce  of  purulent  matter  mixed  with 

If  the  folTowing  case  be  worthy  of  a  ^^^     Tfie  bronchial  tubes  were  fiUed 

pressing    the 

The  ramifi- 

T            -Q  vaMviia  vt  kiit^  cu>-i.u^o  and  substaoce 

JOSEPH  UELL.  ^^  ^^^  ^^        particularly  that  of  right 

Barrhead,  Jan.  sitt,  1843.  ^^^^  ^^  packed  up,  as  it  were,  iintb 

Hugh  Allen,  St.  18  years.-^NoT. 30th,  dark  blood^  partly  clotted,  and  partly 

8  o'clock,  A.M.,  I  was  called  hurriedly  fluid ;  in  fact,  there  was  not  a  Ktnf4e 

to  visit  this  patient,  but  found  him  spot  of  right  lung  free  from  it.     The 

dead  when  I  -  reached  his  residence,  cavities  of  the  heart  were  empty.     The 

The  surface  of  the  body  was  perfectly  pericardium  contained  about  an  ounce 

exsanguineoos,  and  blood  was  issuing  of  serum. 

from  nostrils  and  mouth.    His  mother  The  stomach  was  distended  with  dark 

stated  that,  about  ten  days  before,  on  coagulated  blood,  a  considerable  quan- 

eating  some  oatmeal  porridge,  he  had  tity  of  which  was  also  found  in  the 

swallowed  some  sharpsubstance,  which  duodenum. 

he  thought  was  a  pin,  and  which  he  The  only  comment  which  I  deem 
felt  sticking  in  his  throat.  Since  that  necessary  to  make  on  the  above  la- 
time  he  had  experienced  considerable  mentable  case  is,  the  importance  which 
nneasiness  in  right  side  of  throat,  should  be  attached  to  the  lodgment  oC 
Yesterday,  about  6  o'clock  p.m.  be  sharpbodiesabout  the  region  of  the  neck, 
commenced  to  spit  some  blood,  which  and  the  propriety  of  having  them  ex- 
he  continued  to  do  occasionally  until  tracted  as  soon  as  possible,  where  soch 
about  1 1  o'clock,  when  he  spat  up  about  removal  is  at  all  practicable.  Had  the 
a  soup-plateful.  After  this  he  got  needle  been  removed  in  this  case  imme- 
Fome  sleep,  but  continued  to  spit  up  diately  after  it  was  swallowed,  the  life  of 
occasionallv  mouthfuls  of  blood.  At  the  unfortunate  individual  would  have 
7  o'clock  tnis  morning  he  vomited  a  been,  in  all  probability, saved.  It  is  not 
large  quantity,  and  expired  in  a  few  likely  that  any  serious  injury  had  been 
minutes.  sustained  at  the  time  the  accident  oc- 

Post-moriem  Examination  (Dec.  2d,  curred.    It  is  true,  that  the  artery  may 

11  o'clock,   A.M.). — Surface    of  body  have  been  pricked  by  the  point  of  the 

))ale ;  no  appearance  of  the  commence-  needle  at  tne  time  it  was  swallowed, 

ment  of  putrefaction.     The  muscles  of  and  that  the  blood  which  issued  from 

neck  ana  chest  well  developed,  and  of  it  may  have  originated  the  abscess,  bnt  I 

a  pale  appearance ;    there  was  some  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  snppuFa- 

emphysema  of  the  cellular  tissue  about  tion  was  induced  by  the  presence  (M  the 

necK.    The  larynx  and  trachea  were  needle,  and  that  the  coats  of  the  aiterr, 

filled  with  clotted  blood,  but  no  ab-  as  well  as  the  cellular  tissues  sorronni- 

normal  opening  could  be  detected  in  ing  it,  were  destroyed.    At  all  events, 

their  walls.    On  examining  the  o^so-  theeariyextractionof  the  needle  would 

phagus,  it  was  found  trans  fixed,  opposite  have  given  the  patient  the  best  chance 

the  middle  of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  by  of  escape,  but  unfortunately  for  him- 

a  fine  sewing  needle  three  inches  lon^.  self  he  neglected  to  consult  any  pro* 

The  point  of  the  needle  was  lying  in  fessional  person  respecting  the  matter ; 

contact  with  the  ri^ht  common  carotid  he  and  his  friends  deeming  the  acddeni 

rtrry  ;  at  this  point  the  walls  of  the  to  be  of  very  trifling  moment. 
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ON  THB  cause  of  fever  is  a  specific  poison  intro- 

PATHOLOGY  OF  FEVER  AND  duced  into  the  blood,  of  wnich  the  first 

ANALOGOUS  DISEASES.  evidence  is  vervon,  rfyr««an,-.-what 

Dr.  Armstrong  calls  the  stage  of  ap- 

parent  debility ^  and  which  Mr.  Coventry 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  classes  with  that  collapse   of  system 

Sir,  constituting  the  first  effects  of  the  shock 

In  ^rusing  that  complete  system  of  "^  *"y  ""''i""*  .^«"'  °"  tl'e  system, 
practical  and  theoretical  medicine.  Dr.  ^^''^.  a*  "cciden  ,  mental  emotion.  &c. 
Watson's  lectures,  as  published  in  the    ^S?'"'  ?''\J^,''"'°"  ^  ?*\  ".V'  ""^^l 


u»>  .1^ no  ».  .....v  enlightened  phy8i^.o..  _,....  .  .  , 

on  the  subject  of  thi  febrile  exanthe-  '^^'f  wg,  the  comatose  symptoms,  and 

mata   and    their    allies.     The  doctor  Post-raort*™  results  affording  no  evi- 

warmly  espouses  that  modified  humoral  ^f'"'?  of  their  causing  inflammation, 

patholbgy  current  with  the  most  emi-  c>early  shows  that  the  coma  depends 

nent  m^ical  authorities  of  the  day.  °°  «"•"*  "^/'iwT  '*'""  mechanical 


In  the  course  of  farther  investigation  VTZ      '  ■        ax,  "'«=„<->Y«"=  «  »uppucu 

of  this  interesting  subject,  I  accidentally  ''^  the  poisoned  blood."  I  need  scarcely 

encountered  an  article  on  organic  til  «"«?  the  importance  of  this  in  di««- 

sues,  by  Mr.  Coventr>-,  of  Biclster',  on  nosis.    Indeed    a   conviction    of   the 

8om4  p<AbU>  of  which  I  intend  to  make  beneficial  resulU  that  may  accrue  to 

a  fewSommenUi  not  that  the  writer  f.uffenng  humanity  from  the  apphca- 

has  furnished  much  material  for  this  ''<"\  "^  *««'  ?"«")'!«'•  ?"f  t  be  my 

purpose,  but  from  a  firm  belief  of  the  ap^^ogy  ^"^'T^i'^'^K  what  has  once 

fmpSrtaliee  of  the  subject,  and  a  desire  *^"  ""^i^l.'i?^  '°v*^*  ""'f'':*'  P?^"=U 

forVarther  development  of  views  then  .   Second,  "That  this  condition  of  blood 

merely  announce^  but  which  I  never-  ^^'i^'^°!^''/^^"       ^" '  ^°'*'  '^^^ 

thelei  believe  to  be  correct.  Y^H:     ''"t  the  excess  of  oxygen 

In  the  article  alluded  to,  Mr.  C.  ad-  depending  on  a  very  different  state  of 

vances  four  distinct  opinions  on  Uie  the  svstcm  to  what  is  awumed  by  the 

pathology  of  the  diseases  in  question.  »rt""=te  in  question."       Fever  depends 

First,  that  fever,  whether  c«.«,»»«rf,  «"»  »"  *''.""'■•"?"/  '""e^e^  change  of 

intermiUent.  or  eruptive,  is  ««e««i««»  a  !"**'*'•.  "»  **""•>  *«  K"°«'  *>*y8"»  " 
blood  disease          '^      '                    'the  main  agent,  producing  an  increase 

Second,  that  the  condition  of  blood  °^  »"  the  motions,  more  force  than  the 

on  which  these  disorders  depend  is  "f  ^^  f"  "         """^  away  by  me- 

"  excess  of  oxvgen."  cjianical  motion,  or  equalise  by  con- 

Th'id,  that  the  cause  of  this  hyper-  «»«f' Jo"-        *                             ,     !  j 

oxidation  is  functional  derangement  of  .     In  consequence  of  the  accelerated 

the  blood-vessel.  """''\"°?,!1L'''*  ^^f^u^  ^f"'  """* 

Fourth,    that   thU    functional    dis-  ^"»*    .^1*^'    ""^   }^^'t^°''%  '^'"t 

turbance  is  caused  by  the  vital  action  of  oxygen    is  conveyed  to  the  diseased 

a  parasitic  formation  appropriating  the  ?»«,  and  all  others.           •        •        • 

caVbon  of  the  blood,  an/t'hus  preventing  }^  '«'",  there  is  a  feebler  resistance 

the  change  of  matter  and  giving  rise  to  •'V      ?"'  "^  the  vital  force  to  the 

the  exce»  of  oxygen  in  thl  system.  action  of  oxygen,  and  therefore  a  more 

Let  us  inquire  .eriatim  how  far  these  rapid  transformation  of  matter  than  in 

views  are  supported  by  the  soundest  health "           •        •        •        •        • 

writers  on  the  subiect  ^"  **  curative  means,  therefore,  are 

First,  that  fever  is"a  blood  disease,  directed  to  exalt  Uie  resistance  of  the 

But  fo^  the  subsequent  date  of  the  ''tal  ^rce  to  the  chemical  action  of 

lectures  referred  to.  I  should  have  sus-  oxygen-diminislnng  the  resistance  of 

pected  the  author    of  the    paper  on  the  vital  force  of  otTier  parts  by  arti- 

f[.i«»n;«    *:<.«..^»    ^r    »*^^.,i»«*;»»    •  ficially  exciting  disease  m  them.    By 

organic    tissues    of    promulgating    a.!*.        &      ^    '  -  \  •       .u  t 

ni^arism                                o       o  blisters,  &c.  diminishing  the  number 

Bt  Watson  states*  that  the  exciting  ®^  oxygen-carriers  (bloodclobules),  by 

VT.  watson  states   tnat  tne  excmng  ^lood-letting,  &c.,  or  if  the  brain  be 

•VkleM.DicALGA«BTT«rNo.49,p.4a.  n^^r^  especially  the  subject  of  over- 

•  Ibid.  Aufiist,  5,  i8«2.  rapid   transformation,  surrounding   it 


696 


MELANOID  TUMOR  OF  THE  EYE. 


with  ice  and  cold  evajorating  solu- 
tions." (Liebig— Organic  Chemistry). 

Third  and  fourth,  That  the  cause  of 
the  above  condition  is  functional  de- 
rangement of  the  blood- vesicle  depend- 
ing on  the  vital  action  of  a  parasitic 
formation.  In  Dr.  Watson's  lecture* 
introductorv  to  the  exanthemata,  he 
says, "  all  these  diseases  are  contagious, 
and  to  say  a  disease  is  contagious  is 
the  same  thing  as  to  say  that  it  is  pro- 
duced by  an  animal  poison  decomposing 
the  blood,"  and  (if  its  elements  be  con- 
tained under  some  other  form  of  vital 
combination  doubtless  forming  a  more 
complex  organic  molecule  in  the  blood) 
reproducing  itself  from  that  fluid  as 
yeast  reproduces  itself  from  saccharo- 
glutinous  solutions. 

"  The  virus  of  contagious  exanthe- 
mata, **  says  Dr.  W.,**is  formed  out  of  the 
blood,  from  a  constituent  analogous  to 
itself,  existing  in  that  fluid  (as  gluten 
in  a  state  of  transformation  imparts 
that  state  to  the  wort  which  contains  its 
elements)." 

Doubtless  here,  also,  the  complex 
molecule  representing  this  excitor  of 
fermentation  possesses  a  lower  degree 
of  vitality  than  that  representing 
"  gluten." 

Thus,  the  products  of  these  transfor- 
mations, fermentation  and  putrefaction, 
represent  a  descending  series ;  starch, 
gluten,  and  sugar,  forming  the  subject 
of  the  elements  of  organic  life,  alcohol 
of  organic,  and  carbonic  acid  of  inor- 
ganic chemistry. 

But  this  by  no  means  excludes  the 
idea  that  the  blood  of  the  flrst  subject 
of  a  febrile  exanthem  might  have  ac- 
quired, together  with  its  fermentative 
quality,  the  morbid  property  of  engen- 
dering a  parasitic  formation,  nourishing 
and  reproducing  itself,  according  to  the 
laws  of  animalcular  life,  having  run  its 
course  in  the  first,  and  becoming  trans- 
missible to  the  blood  of  others,  either 
by  contact  or  atmospheric  agency. 

But  Dr.  Watson's  remarks — take  no 
account  of  the  concomitant  and  in- 
variable production  of  animalcular  life, 
during  the  fermentation  of  vegetable  in- 
fusions, still,  that  these  are  concurrent 
phenomena,  is  testified  by  the  re- 
searches of  the  minutest  investigators. 
This  elevates  the  processes  of  fermen-' 
tation  and  putrefaction  above  those 
of  mere  organic  chemistry  (applying 

*  Vide  Mbd.  Gaz.  July  39, 1842, 


the  term  according  to  the  distinction 
established  by  Mr.  Ancell),  bringing 
them  within  the  pale  of  the  chemistry 
of  organic  life.  Farther,  as  in  putrefac- 
tion animal  infusoria  are  invariably 
produced,  so,  m  fermentation,  germs  are 
engendered;  of  which  Mr.  Coventty 
cites  the  toi  uli  certvisia  as  an  example. 
Finally,  I  consider  that  the  remarks 
have  an  important  pathological  bearing, 
inasmuch  as  if  the  doctrine  of  a  con- 
taginm  animatum  be  true,  tlie  diseases 
in  question  rank  amongst  purely  vita- 
lised processes,  whilst  the  contrary  tendf 
to  reduce  them  to  the  level  of  commoa 
chemical  actions. — I  am  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Henry  C«  Ramset. 

London,  Feb.  2, 1843. 
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To  ih»  Editor  of  the  Medical  GaxMiU, 

Sir, 

In  your  journal  for  Dec.  2d,  1842,  I 
related  an  interesting  and  rare  case  of 
melanoid  tumor,  arising  from  the  outer 
part  of  the  cornea  and  sclerotic  of  the 
eye,  which  tumor  J  removed  by  opera- 
tion on  the  18th  of  November. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state,  thai 
the  progress  of  the  case  since  has  been 
most  satisfactory.  Not  a  single  bad 
symptom  made  its  appearance  after  the 
operation ;  and  on  the  seventh  day  the 
■patient  left  her  bed-room,  and  was  able 
to  bear  the  light  without  inconve- 
nience. 

I  was  apprehensive  that  the  disease 
might  return,  but  as  yet  there  is  no 
symptom  of  such  an  occurrence.  There 
is  no  opacity  of  the  cornea  in  the  situ- 
ation of  the  wound,  although  a  fair 
slice  of  that  tunic  Wfis  removed.  All 
the  blood-vessels  which  ran  into  the 
tumor  from  the  external  canthus,  and 
formed  a  net-work  on  the  sclerotic, 
have  disappeared ;  and  with  the  except 
tion  of  a  single  minute  point  at  the 
junction  of  the  cornea  and  sclerotic,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  discover  that  the 
eye  had  ever  been  otherwise  than 
healthy.  The  vision  is  excellent ;  in- 
deed, the  patient  says  that  now  that 
eye  is  the  best  of  the  two. 

The  result  of  this  case  is  satisfactory 
in  every  point  of  view.  It  is  an  en« 
courngement  to  attempt  the  minor  ope« 
ration  in  similar  oases,  before  submit- 
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ting   the   patient   to    the    formidable  the  multifidus  spinie  muscle  along  the 

alternative    of   having  the  globe  re-  vertebree ;  so  that  the  postenor  portion 

moved,  or  permitting  the  eye  to  be  of  the  first  cervical,  or  the  Bub-occipital 

destroyed  by  the  uninterrupted  pro-  nerve,  which  is  higher  than  the  multi- 

^ress  of  disease.     It  also  shews  that  fidus,  and  the  corresponding  parts  of 

melanosis    may  sometimes    be   extir-  the  two  lower  sacral  and  the  coccygeal 

pated,  although,  as  in  this  case,  the  nerve,   which  are  below  the  muscle, 

prognosis  was  unfavourable ;  and  there-  want  that  mode  of  distribution, 

fore  afllbrds  a  useful  and  instructive  In  the  cervical  nerves  the  external 

lesson.  branches    spring   from    the    posterior 

I  have  reason  to  hope,  from  the  ma-  divisions  close  to  the  posterior  inter- 

nifest  improvement  which  has  taken  transverse  muscle,  and  are  distributed 

place  in  tne  patient's  health  since  the  altogether  to  the  splenius  cervicalis  as- 

operation,  together  with  the  gratifying  cendens,  and  the  united  transversalis 

condition  of  the  eye,  that  she  mav  be  colli    and    trachelo-mastoid    muscles. 

6o  fortunate  as  to  recover  entirely  from  The  internal  branches,  much  the  largest, 

the  frightful  disease  with  which  she  besides  supplying  the  muscular  mass 

was  threatened. — I  am,  sir,  on  the  sides  of  tne  spinous  processes, 

Your  obedient  servant,  which  consists  of  the  multifidus  spinie, 

Wm.  White  Cooper.  semi-and  inter-spinales,  gives  cutaneous 

^^t'5?^'**  ^^'•**»  nerves  from  the  four  hii?hest.     The 

^^^'^''^' suboccipital,  as  before  sail,  is  not  in- 

eluded  in  the  enumeration,  and  the  ex- 

ON  THE  ternal  branch  of  the  second  nerve  dif- 

POSTERIOR  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  fers  slightly  from  the  rest. 

QPTVAT    KFttVF<5  ^^^  postcrior  divisious  of  the  dor- 

hFlNAL  NJiRVfcb.  g^i  „^^P^^    divide,    as  commonly   de- 

By  Georgs  ViNER  Ellis,  scribed,    into    external   and    internal 

OneofthepemoiistnitoriofApatomyin  branches.    The  internal  penetrate  the 

Umversity.  College,  LandoD.  multifidus    spin®     and    semi-spinalis 

{For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  muscles,  ana    give    cutaneous    nerves 

from  the  six    upper.      The  external 

Amonost  anatomical  writers  there  is  branches  enter  the  erector  spinee  and 

much  difference  in  the  description  of  levatores  costarum,    whilst  cutaneous 

the  posterior  divisions  of  the  spinal  portions   spring  from   about   the   six 

nerves,  in  consequence  of  a  uniform  ar-  lower  nerves. 

ransement  not  having  been  observed.  In  the  lumbar  nerves  there  are  also 

Without  specifying   the   opinions    of  similar  internal  and  external  branches, 

authors,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state,  The  infernal*  end  in  the  multifidus 

that  in  the  neck  and  sacral  region  each  spinie    muscle  ;      and    the    external 

posterior  division  is  said  to  be  a  single  branches,  giving  cutaneous  nerves  from 

trunk,  from  which  spring  muscular  and  the  three  upper,  terminate  in  thcArector 

cutaneous  nerves;  whilst  in  the  back  spinie  muscle*       From  the    external 

and  loins  each  is  divided  reffularlv  into  branch  of  the  fifth,  or  last  lumbar,  is  a 

an  extemaland  an  internal  urancb.  By  descending  filament  to  join  the  first 

dissection  I  find  the  same  type  of  dis-  sacral  nerve. 

tribution,  by  an  internal  and  external  The  bifurcation  of  the  posterior  di- 
branch,  in  all  the  nerves,  with  some  visions  of  the  farm/ n«/'v««  into  internal 
exception  at  the  extremities  of  the  and  external  branches,  is  found  only  in 
spinal  canal.  the  three  upper,  or  in  those  beneath  the 
From  the  gangliaof  the  spinal  nerves  multifidus  spins,  for  this  muscle  does 
the  anterior  and  posterior  divisions  not  cover  tne  fourth  aperture  in  the 
have  their  origin;  the  anterior  being  sacrum.  See  the  wood-cut.t  The  in- 
distributed  to  the  parts  in  front  of  the  ~  ~ 

vertebral  column,  and  the  posterior  to  ^:,S^1^:Z'^Z%IT^'^''"^ 

the   muscles   and   inteKUment   of    the  t  The  drawing,  for  which  I  am  obliged  to  Mr. 

back.     As  a  general  rule,  the  posterior  N.  Branjfwin,  repreaents  the  DOBteriordiviiioM 

<)t«.;^«  «f  •  \.».»;«.i    <il«»»i     i.«.«.i^».  of  the  sacral  iiervei.    The  miOtifidas  nniue  a,  is 

division  of  a  cervical,  dorsal,  lumbar,  removed  from  the  sacrum,  but  a  portion  is  feft 

or  sacral  nerve,  has  both  an  external  Along  the  middle  line  to  shew  the  internal 

and  an  internal  branch.    This  regulaV  P™"*^??  «**«"?»  *«•   T»»«  ej*^?"^  'ff^^ '»».  »»* 

^M.  »M.  aui^...oa  .#aa»«..a.      *^*«  a«|^iu€i  ^j^^  gluteus  maxiintiB,  liavc  likcwise  Micir  origins 

branching  exists  through  the  extent  of  separated  from  the  bones. 
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ExplaMoluM  qf  iht  Figura  atul  Lttter: 
'  i,  Ifth  lombu'  DBie  1  a,  exlernil :  i,  IntRnil  bnncfa ;  1  4,  Ont  laen]  Dene  ;  t,  eilmiBl ;  rf,  in. 
Mnwlbmichi  It,  accandiunlaenei  (.uleniil )/,  intunit bnncli i  3  (.IfalrdMcnl  iHTTe; 
g,atjtnui-,  A^ tnlenmibnuich  \  4  f,  fOiirtb  lAcnJ nerve;  Br,  flftboiicnl  nrrv«;  i,  bruicbOD  the 
■HTBTn ;  1  e,  Tint  coccyr«l  nerT« ;  H,  interior ;  /,  poBterlcfr  dtvlftEoTi  \  h,  catuieou  utrrt  tnta 
tbe  uterior  diiiiloni  of  tbe  luiiiunl  ud  tbe  coccygeal  tttnt;  *a,  mnltiadui  iidiuB  miuctt) 
%,  erector  apiiye  df  Uched  /rom  InDOmioate  bone^ 

lernalcbniiches   of   the   three    upper  or  jilrziu  beneath  the  gluten*  msximua 

nerves  are  imall,  and  enter  the  multi-  muftcle,    are  given    usuoll;    three  cu- 

fidus  spins,  though  I  have  followed  to  taoeouB  nervet  to  the  integnineDt  of 

the  surface  a  Hkment  of  the  one  from  the  baltock  :    all   these   perforate  the 

the  hind  nerve.  The  external  bmnches  gluteus ;  one  being  found  near  the  x><»- 

of  the  same  nerves,  the  largest,  become  terior  superior  spine  of  the  innominate 

cutaneous.     Placed  at  first  beneath  the  bone,  another,  the  laivest,  near  the  end 

multiftdus  Bpins,   they  are  united  on  of  the  sacrum,  and  the  remaining  one 

thebackof  the  sacrum  with  each  other,  being  intermediate  between  the  other 

also  with  the  external  branch  (a.)  of  two.    Somelimea  theextemal  branch<j 

the  lest  lumbar,  and  with  the  fourth  the  first  sacral  is  aot  united  in  the 

sacral  nerve  (4  s.)  hy  a  aeries  of  anasto-  outer  plexus,  hs  in  the  drawing,  but  if 

m otic  arches,  in  a  line  with  similar  loops  it  were,  its  position  and  jutiction  would 

between   the  coccygeal   and   last  two  be  msrlced  by  the  dotted  lines.     By  the 

sacral  nerves.     The  same  branches  are  side  of  the  coccyx  are  one  or  two  other 

then   directed   outwards   over   the  so-  cutaneous  nerves  of  the   buttock,  de- 

crutn  to  the  cutaneous  surface  of  the  rived  from  the  common  trunk  of  the 

great  sacro-sciatic  ligament,   where  a  anterior  divisioni  of  the  last  sacral  and 

second  communication  takes  place  be-  the  coccygeal  nerve.     One  of  these  is 

tween  them.  From  this  second  junction  marked  (h.\  in  the  drawing. 
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The  posterior  divisions  of  the  last 
two  sacral  nerves  (4  s.  and  5  s*),  and 
of  the  coccygeal  nerve  (l.  1  c.)  are 
unitedonl^  hy  communicating  branches ; 
and  in  this  body  the  nerve  joining  the 
last  sacral  and  coccygeal  supplies  a 
filament  to  the  back  of  the  sacrum. 
Occasionally  there  is  a  branch  from  the 
fourth  sacral  to  the  plexus  beneath  the 
gluteus  muscle. 

The  coccygeal  nerve  (1  c.)  leaves  the 
spinal  canal  by  the  large  inferior 
aperture,  and  presents  an  anterior  and 
a  posterior  division.  The  posterior 
division  joins  in  an  arch  with  the 
similar  part  of  the  last  sacral ;  and  the 
anterior,  (k.)  perforating  the  great 
sacro-sciatic  ligament  and  coccy^us 
muscle,  joins  the  anterior  division  of  the 
last  sacral  nerve.  Schlemm  has  found 
sometimeff  a  second  coccygeal  nerve.* 

ON  THE  PREVENTION 

OP  SCURVY  IN  PRISONS,  PAUPER 
LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  &c. 

By  William  Salt,  M.D. 

Fhytician  to  the  Genenl  Penitentiary,  and  Lee* 
tureron  Porentic  Medicine  at  St.  Baitoolomew'a 
Hospital. 

{For  ike  Medical  Oaiette.J 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to 
direct  attention  to  the  powerful  anti- 
scorbutic properties  of  the  potatoe,  and 
to  its  importance  as  an  article  of  diet 
in  prisons,  workhouses,  pauper  lunatic 
asylums,  and  similar  institutions. 

That  potatoes  in  the  raw  state  are 
useful  in  curing  scurvy,  has  been  fre- 
(juently  observed.  Sir  Gilbert  Blane,t 
in  his  account  of  the  "  Diseases  of  the 
Fleet  in  1781,"  mentions  that  *'  raw 
potatoes  had  been  used  with  advantage, 
particularly  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Triton, 
who  made  the  scorbutic  men  eat  them, 
sliced  with  vinegar,  with  great  benefit  }'* 
and  M.  Julia  Fontenellet  relates  that 
*'  in  the  West  Indies  sailors  had  been 
cured  of  scurvy  by  the  long-continued 
use  of  potatoes,  baked  as  slightly  as 
possible  under  the  ashes,  and  eaten 
vnthout  salt."  Dr.  Budd,  in  his  ex- 
cellent article,  "  Scurvy," f  remarks  that 
"  potatoes,  when  raw,  seem  to  be  anti- 
scorbutic; and,  in  confirmation  of  this, 
he  refers   to  the   observation  of   Sir 

*  SeeObservationesNcurolo^cc.  Berlin,  1834. 
t  DiMasea  of  Seamen,  Sd  edit.  p.  39. 
1  Journal  de  Cbimie  MMicale,  t.  iii.  p.  S78. 
I  Library  of  Medicine,  vol.  v. 


6.  Blane,  above  quoted.  But  the  valut 
of  the  potatoe  as  an  antiscorbutic  vege- 
table, IS  greatly  increased  by  the  feet, 
which  I  snail  endeavour  to  demonstrate, 
that  its  efiScac^  is  not,  as  has  been  sup- 
posed, essentially  impaired  by  the 
Doilingheat,— that,  at  ordinarily  cooked, 
it  is  an  admirable  preservative  against 
scurvy.  Raw  potatoes  are  too  nauseous 
to  be  generally  used  for  this  purpose ; 
while  green  vegetables  are,  at  least  in 
winter,  comparatively  costly,  and,  there- 
fore, are  often  supplied  by  economical 
guardians  of  criminals  and  paupers,  in 
quantities  inadequate  to  the  main- 
tenance of  health.  But  potatoes,  when 
cooked,  are  in  every  respect  an  ex- 
cellent article  of  food,  and  are  likewise 
cheap  and  abundant  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year. 

These  considerations,  and  the  know- 
ledge that  scurvy  still  occurs  too  fre- 
quentlv  in  our  own  gaols,  induce  me  to 
publisn  the  following  facts. 

In  the  spring  of  1840,  I  found  that 
scurvy  was  a  disease  of  rather  frequent 
occurrence  amongst  one  class  of  pri- 
soners in  the  Milbank  Fenitentary,  the 
military  offenders  sentenced  by  court- 
martial  ;  whilst  amongst  the  other, 
more  numerous  class  of  inmates,  the 
convicts,  it  was  never  seen.  This  cir- 
cumstance led  to  a  comparison  of  the 
dietaries  in  use  for  the  mfferent  classes 
of  prisoners ;  when  it  appeared,  as  was 
to  be  anticipated,  that  the  military 
offenders  were  fed  upon  a  diet  nearly 
destitute  of  succulent  vegetables,  whilst 
the  convicts  received  a  liberal  supply 
of  that  kind  of  food. 

The  following  was  the  weekly  diet 
scale  for  the  miutary  offenders. 


Period  of 

impriaon- 

ment. 


Bread 
Meat 

Gruel 
Rice  Boop  f 
without  > 
vegetables  ) 
Pea  floop  '^ 
with  vege- 
tables    ^ 
Potatoes 


rirstS 
Montha. 


lOilbs. 

12  OS. 

17  pints 

2  pints 


Second  8 
Montha. 


lOilbs. 

18  OS. 

15  pints 

2  pints 


1  pint 


Overs 
Months. 


lOilbs. 

24  OS. 

14  pints. 

2  pints. 


1  pint, 
jib. 


The  weekly  diet  scale  for  the  con- 
victs, from  the  commencement  of  their 
imprisonment,  was  as  follows : — 
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Men. 

Women. 

Bread   .     .     . 
Meat    .     -     • 

i^neeso  ... 
Gruel    .     .     . 
Broth    .     .     . 
MUk     .     .     . 
Pea  soap,  with) 
vegetables.    $ 
Potatoes     .     . 
Onion  .    .     . 

nibs. 
20  oz.* 

4oz. 
11  pints 
3  pints 

lipint 

5  lbs. 

1 

8  lbs.  10  oz. 
16  oz. 

4  oz. 
7  pints. 

5^  pints. 
1  pint. 

5  lbs. 
1. 

or  three  pints  of  pea-soup  was  inade- 
qaate,  when  given  weekly,  to  prerent 
the  development  of  scurvy;  and  ac- 
cordingly I  recommended  that  the 
soldiers,  as  well  as  the  convicts,  should 
have  an  allowance  of  1  lb.  of  potatoes 
with  each  dinner  of  meat ;  in  other 
words,  that  they  should  have  2  lbs.  of 
potatoes  weekly  during  the  firvt  three 
months  of  their  impnsonment,  3  lbs. 
during  the  second  three  months,  and 
4  lbs.  after  the  expiration  of  six  months. 
This  addition  to  the  dietary  of  the 
military  prisoners  was  made  in  Janoair 
18^  and  not  a  single  case  of  scuxvy 
has  since  occurred. 

A  fact  in  the  earlier  history  of  the 
Penitentiary  affords  corroborative  evi- 
dence of  the  influence  of  the  potatoe  in 
preserving  the  body  from  scoroutic  dis- 
ease. The  severe  epidemic  which  raced 
at  the  Penitentiary  in  1823,  and  which 
has  been  so  graphically  described  by 
Dr.  Latham*,  was  characterised  by 
scurvy  as  well  as  dysentery.  The  de- 
velopment of  this  epidemic  dated  its 
commencement  from  a  change  in  the 
dietarv  of  the  prisoners,  effected  in 
July  1822,  by  wnich  the  quantity  of 
the  vegetable  as  well  as  tne  animal 
food  was  much  reduced. 

The  dietary,  previous  to  July  1822, 
was,  for  the  week,  as  follows  :  — 


Men. 


Women. 


Nearly  all  the  cases  of  scurvy  oc- 
curred in  soldiers  who  were  passing 
through  the  second  three  months  of 
their  confinement  in  the  Penitentary^ 
During  this  period  of  their  imprison- 
ment, as  the  tables  above  given  shew, 
not  only  had  the  soldiers  very  nearly 
as  ample  a  supply  of  animal  food  as  the 
convict  prisoners,  male  as  well  as 
female,  but  they  had  as  much  soup, 
seasoned  with  vegetables,  as  the  female 
convicts,  who  although  undergoing  far 
longer  terms  of  imprisonment,  yet 
were  free  from  scurvy.  This  exemption 
of  the  convicts  from  the  disease  could, 
therefore,  only  be  attributed  to  their 
weekly  diet  containing  5  lbs.  of  pota- 
toes and  an  onion.  In  order  to  afford 
a  more  abundant  supply  of  vegetable 
food  to  the  military  prisoners,  the 
readiest  method  seemed  to  be  the 
substitution  of  pea-soup,  with  vege- 
tables, for  the  rice  soup,  which 
was  destitute  of  fresh  vegetables. 
This  change  was  made  at  my  sugges- 
tion during  the  winter  of  1840-41. 
The  quantity  of  soup  containing  suc- 
culent vegetables  was,  for  this  class  of 
prisoners,  increased  to  three  pints 
weekly,  a  larjger  quantity  than  the 
convicts  received.  Yet  scurvy  still 
made  its  appearance  amongst  them. 
During  the  year  1840,  nine  soldiers 
suffering  from  scurvy  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  Infirmary ;  in  the  course 
of  1841,  ten  were  admitted  to  the  In- 
firmary, affected  with  the  same  disease. 
In  both  ^*ears  some  slighter  cases  were 
treated  in  the  wards  of  the  prison. 
The  disease,  therefore,  prevailed  to 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  the  same  extent, 
after  the  change  of  diet  as  before.  It 
was  now  evident  that  the  quantity  of 
vegetables  ordinarily  contained  in  two 

*  In  the  course  of  the  yesr  1S40,  the  allowance 

of  meat  to  the  males  was  increased  to  29  ouncf^        *  Account  of  the  Disease  lately  prevalent  at 
weekly.  the  General  Penitentiary.    London,  1S25. 


Bread   .     .     • 

lOi  lbs. 

7  lbs.  14  oz. 

Meat     .     .     . 

24  oz. 

24  02. 

Soup,   with  ) 
vegetables  > 

6  pints 

4i  pints. 

Broth   .     .     . 

2  pints 

2  pints. 

Gruel    .     .     . 

14  pints 

14  pints 

Potatoes    .     . 

6  lbs. 

7Rm. 

The  reduced  dietary  consisted  of  14 
pints  of  soup,  made  with  peas,  one  ox> 
he- id  to  100  prisoners,  and  vegetables  ; 
7  pints  of  gruel ;  and  lOi  lbs.  of  bread 
for  the  men,  7  lbs.  14  oz.  for  the  women. 
Here,  then,  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  the  vegetables  which  went 
to  form  the  soup;  but  the  potatoes 
were  wholly  omitted. 

Hitherto,  scurvy  had  never  shown 
itself  in  the  Penitentiary ;  but  in  the 
autumn  succeeding  this  change  in  the 
dietary,  "  the  health  of  the  prisoners 
began  visibly  to  decline.    They  became 
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pale  and  languid,  and  thin  and  feeble."  distinctly  shown   itself.     These   are. 

About    the    beginning   of    February  the    Oxford    County    Gaol,    and   the 

1823,  thus  six  months  after  the  reduc-  Northampton  County  Gaol.    The  oc- 

tion  of  the  dietary,  marks  of  scurvy  currence  of  scurvy  in  the  former  prison 

were  very  generally  observed ;   and  at  is  mentioned  in  both  the  4th  and  the  7th 

the  commencement  of  March,  Dr.  La-  Report.    The  diet    of  the    prisoners 

tham  found  more  than  one  half  of  the  consisted  of  10^  lbs.  of  bread,  14  pints 

whole  number  ofprisoners  (858)  affected  of  gruel,  and  from  4  to  12  oz.  of  meat 

by  it     It  is,  I  conceive,  unnecessary  wedtly,  with  no  regular  allowance  of 

to  argue  that  the  want  of  animal  food  vegetables ;  **  potatoes  or  green  vege- 

coula  not  have  produced  the  scurvy  :  to  tables  being  given  only  occasionally  on 

all  persons  who  have  doubts  on  this  Sundays,    when    the    prison    garden 

point,  I  would  recommend  the  perusal  would    furnish   them."    Scurvy   pre- 

of  Dr.  Budd's  treatise ;  but  I  wish  to  vailed  in  the  Northampton  County  Gaol 

Soint  out  that  the  new  dietary  was  not  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the 

eficient  in  vegetable  constituents,  ex-  3d  Report;  and  the  diet  then  consisted 

cept  as  regarded  the  potatoes,  and  that  of  bread,  soup,  and  gruel.    The  5th 

the  withdrawal  of  the  supply  of  pota-  Report  announces  that  the  scurvy  had 

toes  was,  in  all  probability,  the  cause  disappeared ;    and  the  accompanying 

of  that  part  of  the  epidemic  which  was  tables    show    that  4  lbs.  of  potatoes 

constituted  by  the  scurvy.  weekly  had  been  added  to  the  dietary. 

The  disease  was  quickly  dissipated  In  the  earlier  Reports  of  the  Inspec- 
by  the  treatment  adopted  by  Dr.  Latham  tors  for  the  Home  District,  scurvy  is 
and  Dr.  Roget.  Three  oranges  were  mentioned  as  prevailing  to  some  extent 
ordered  daily  for  each  prisoner,  besides  in  seven  prisons,  namely,  the  Cold- 
nutritious  food.  At  the  examinations  bath-fields  House  of  Correction,  the 
of  the  prison  between,  the  12th  and  Horsemone^er-lane  County  Gaol,  the 
19th  of  March,  the  general  aspect  of  Bedford  County  Gaol  and  House  of 
the  prisoners  was  found  visibly  im-  Correction,  the  Springfield  and  Hertford 
proved.  On  the  general  surveys  of  the  County  Gaols,  and  the  Ilford  House  of 
prison  between  the  31st  of  March  and  Correction.  In  all  these  prisons  the 
the  4th  of  April,  not  more  than  50  indi-  diet  contained  no  potatoes,  and  little, 
viduals  of  both  sexes  could  be  found  in  if  any,  succulent  vegetables  of  other 
whom  any  marks  of  scurvy  remained,  kinds.  In  the  Bedford  County  House 
and  on  the  greater  number  of  these  of  Correction,  scurvy  (petechise)  wa& 
they  were  so  slight  as  hardljr  to  be  very  recently  (see  6th  Report)  still  pre- 
detected.  The  diet  of  the  convicts  has,  valent;  and  the  ravages  of  the  disease 
since  this  period,  contained  an  abun-  in  the  Springfield  (zaol  became  the 
dant  supply  of  potatoes,  and  scurvy  has  subject  of  special  investigation  only  a 
never  again  attacked  them ;  although  few  weeks  since, 
other  forms  of  disease,  which  were  de-  Amoifg  the  prisons  of  the  Northern 
scribed  as  parts  of  the  epidemic  of  1823,  and  Eastern  District,  there  are  twelve 
namely,  the  fever,  dysentery,  and  ner-  in  which  scurvy  is  stated,  in  some 
vous  affections,  have  frequently  reap-  or  other  of  the  Inspectors'  Reports, 
peared.  to    have    been    a    disease    of    com- 

The  statements  recently  published  mon  occurrence.  These  are  the 
in  the  newspapers,  showing  the  pre-  County  Gaols  or  Houses  of  Cor- 
valence  of  scurvy  in  many  county  gaols  rection  at  Cambridge,  Huntingdon, 
at  the  present  time,  have  led  me  care-  Norwich,  Swaffham,  Walsingham, 
fully  to  examine  the  Reports  of  the  Wymondham,  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Wake- 
Inspectors  of  Prisons,  with  the  view  of  field,  Falkingham,  Lincoln,  and  Kes- 
aacertaining  how  far  the  disease  in  teven.  The  diet  in  all  these  prisons, 
these  establishments  depended  on  de-  when  scurvy  prevailed  in  them,  was 
ficiency  of  vegetables,  and  especially  characterized  by  the  same  deficiency 
potatoes,  in  the  diet  furnished  to  the  of  vegetables.  In  the  Cambridge 
inmates.  The  following  are  the  results  County  Gaol  (3d  Report),  3  lbs.  of 
of  this  investigation.  potatoes  have  been  cddcd  to  the  weekly 

In  the  seven  Reports  of  the  Inspector  allowance  of  food ;  and  in  the  Walsing- 

of  Prisons  for  the  Southern  and  Western  ham  and  Ipswich  Gaols  (7th  Report), 

District,  only  two  prisons  are  described  an  addition  of  7  lbs.  of  potatoes  weekly 

in  which  sea-scurvy  appears  to  have  has  been  made.    From  these  prisons 
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scurvy  has  disappeared.    In  the  Wake-  and  sallowness  show  themselves  carlu-r. 
field  House  of  Correction,  the  allowance  Hence,  independently  of  the   dis««>« 
of  potatoes  or  other  vegetables  was  being  regarded  as  discreditable  to  the 
}lb.  weekly  (2d  Report);  and  scurvy  establishment  in  which  it   occurs,  u 
then    became    prevalent.    Now,    the  would  often  be  thought  by  the  surgeon 
weekly  diet  scale  comprises  3  lbs.  of  unworthy  of  special   mention    in   his 
potatoes,  besides  the  smaller  quantity  of  communications  with  die    Inspector. 
vegetables  contained  in  three  pints  of  That  this  is  really  the  case  I  have  suffi- 
soup,  and  one  pint  and  a  half  of  onion  cient  proof.    At  one  county  gaol  which 
porridflre ;  and  scurvy  is  not  met  with.  I  visited  last  summer  the  surgeon  in- 
At  the  Huntingdon  Gaol,  the  diet,  which  formed  me  that  scurvy  afTected  tbo»e 
hitherto  consisted  of  14  lbs.  of  bread,  prisoners  who  had  long  been  in  con- 
10  pints  of  milk  porridge,  and  4  pints  finement;  yet,  as  these  cases  were  nu 
of  soup,  made  of  meat  and  ve^taoles,  very  numerous  or  severe,  the  fact  had 
has  been  improved  by  the  addition  of  not  been  stated  in  the  Inspectors*  Re- 
solid  meat ;  but  no  increase  appears  to  ports.    The  diet  here  compriscMl  sixteen 
have  been  made  in  the  vegetable  por-  ounces  of  meat,  sis  ounces  of  cheese, 
tion  of  the  diet.    The  last  Report  of  seven  pounds  of  bread,  and  two  pints 
the  Prison   Inspector   mentions    that  of  gruel,  but  no  potatoes,  or  other  sac- 
scurvy  still  occurs.  culent  vegetables,  the  absence  of  which 
Many  of  the  prisons  of  the  Northern  was  its  sole  defect.    The  occurrence  of 
and  Eastern,  and  Home  Districts,  in  scurvy  amongst  the  military  prisoners 
which  the  earlier  Reports  of  the  Inspec-  in  the  Penitentiary,  likewise,  has  never 
tors  stated  scurvy  to  be  a  frequent  dis-  been  mentioned  in  the  official  reports, 
case,  would  appear,  from  the  absence  There  is  a  third  cause,  however,  to 
of  all  mention  of  that  disease  in  the  which  I  doubt  not  the  silence  of  the 
later  Reports,  to  have  become  free  from  later  Prison  Reports,  respecting  the  im* 
its  occurrence,  although  no  change  in  sence  of  scurvy  in  several  prisons  vbeie 
the  dietaries,  adequate  to  account  for  the  dietary  is  still  deficient  an  vegrta> 
such  a  result,  has  taken  place.    There  bles,  must  in  part  be  ascribed.     This  is 
are,  however,   several   reasons    capa-  the  vigilance  exercised  by  the  surgeons 
ble  of  explaining  this   circumstance,  of  the  respective  gaols  in  observing  the 
so  as  to  leave  quite  unweakened  the  healthoftneprisoners,  and  in  detecting 
position  that  potatoes  or  other  succu-  the  first  signs  of  considerable  debihtj, 
lent  vegetables  are    articles    of   food  for  which  it  is  their  custom  to  order 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  health,  extra  diet,  generally  consisting  of  meat 
In  their  first  Reports,  the  Inspectors  and  vegetables.    Such  I  believe  to  be 
have  given  very  minute  and  valuable  thecase,especial1y,in  several  important 
details  respecting  the  health  of  the  prisons  of  the  Home  District. 
diflTerent  prisons  they  visited.    8ubse-        The  facts,  then,  which  I  have  been 
quently,  they  have  for  the  itKWt  part  able  to  extract  from  the  Reports  of  (he 
recorded  only  statistical  facts  respecting  Prison  Inspectors  powerfully  corrobo* 
the  amount  of  sickne«0  and  mortnlity ;  rate  the  results  of  my  own  experience 
and,  except  where  i'uy  extraordinary  as  to  the  value  of  potatoes  in  preventing 
unhealthiness  bM  prevailed,  have  not  scurvy.      Wherever  this  disease    has 
again   mentioned    the   prevalence   or  prevailed,  there  the  diet  of  the  pri- 
absence  of  pwrticular  diseases.  In  many  soners,  though  often  abundant  in  other 
instances,  too,  the    surgeons    of   the  respects,  has  contained  no  potatoes,  or 
prisons,  unless  questioned  on  the  very  only  a  very  small  quantity  (as  at  Wake- 
point,  would  be  silent  as  to  the  occur-  field).     In  several  prisons  the  occur* 
rence  of  scurvy;  forthisdisease,  thiugh  rence  of  scurvy  has  wholly  censed  on 
a  very  serious  one  when  fully  developed,  the  addition  of  a  few  pounds  of  potatoes 
can  seldom  affect,  at  one  time,  very  being  made  to  the  weekly  dietary.  The 
many  of  the  inmates  of  a  county  prison.  '  circumstance  that  the  Reports  make  no 
The  terms  of  imprisonment  which  the  mention  of  the  prevalence  of  scurvy  in 
criminals  in  these  prisons  undergo  are  certain  prisons,  where  the  nature  of  the 
generaliyunderthreemonths,whilefrom  food  would  lead  us  to  expect  it,  I  have 
tlvree  to  six  months'  restriction  to  a  diet  shown  to  be  capable  of  explanation, 
de^cient  in  succulent  vegetables  is  re-  I  shall  only  add,  that  there  are  many 
quired  for  the  complete  manifestation  of  prisons  in  which  the  diet,  from  its  un- 
scurvy,  though  the  premonitory  debility  varied  character  and  the  absence  of 
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nnimal  food,  as  well  as  ^een  vegeta-  all  contain,  dissolved  in  their  juices, 
bleB,  is  apparently  most  inadeouate  to  one  or  more  organic  acids — such  as  the 
the  maintenance  of  health ;  and  where,  citric,  tartaric,  and  malic  acids.  Some- 
nevertheless,  from  its  containing  abun-  times  these  acids  exist  in  the  free  state, 
dance  of  potatoes,  scurvy  is  not  pro-  but  more  generally  they  are  combined 
duced.  Stafford  County  Gaol  may  be  with  potasn  or  lime,  or  with  both  these 
taken  as  an  example.  In  this  prison  bases.  Now  potatoes  have  been  sub- 
the  weekly  allowance  of  food  consists  mitted  to  most  elaborate  chemical  exa- 
of  twelve  pounjs  and  a  quarter  of  bread,  mination  by  Einhoff  and  Vauquelin; 
twehty-one  pints  of  gruel,  seven  pounds  and  by  both  these  chemists  they  have 
of  potatoes,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  been  found  to  contain  a  vegetable  acid 
salt.  Neither  meat  nor  soup  is  tasted  in  considerable  quantity*  According 
by  the  prisoners :  yet  scurvy  does  not  to  EinhoflT^,  this  acid  is  the  tartaric  corn- 
occur.  1  have  recently  had  the  oppor-  bined  with  potash  and  lime.  According 
tunitv  of  examining  seventy  prisoners  to  Vauquelinf  it  is  the  citric,  partly  in 
who  had  been  confined  in  Stafford  Gaol .  combination  with  those  bases,  and 
for  periods  varying  from  three  to  six  partly  in  the  free  state.  The  fiirina- 
months ;  and  1  could  not  find  one  who  ceous  seeds,  as  wheat,  barley,  oats,  and 
presented  any  trace  of  scorbutic  dis-  rye,  which  are  destitute  of  antiscorbutic 
ease.  property,  contain  no  organic  or  vegeta- 
The  foregoing  &cts  obviously  admit  Lie  acids. 

of  ap  important  practical  application. 

Other  succulent  vegetables  being  com-  CASE  OP  MALIGNANT  TUMORS, 

paratively  expensive,  and  their  supply 

uncertain,  potatoes  (to  the  amount  of  bxternal  and  intirnal. 

from  three  to  six  pounds  weekly)  ought  Br  John  Pbrcy, 

to   form  part  of    the    dietary    of   all  Phyiiciui  to  the  Queen's  Hospital,  Birminf  ham. 

prisons,    workhouses,    pauper  lunatic  .p^  ,^^  j^^^^^  j^^^^^  GazeUt.) 

asylums,  and  similar  institutions,  where  

the  food  of  the  inmates  is  regulated  by    j C ,  admitted  Jan.  27,  1842,  into 

principles  of  strict  economy.     This  is  the  Queen's  Hospital ;   Bt.  64,  of  robust 

already  very  generally  the  case.     But,  frame.     He  had  been  an  extensive  farmer  in 

besides  the  instances  to  the  contrary    L ,  but  owing  to  extravagance  and  dis- 

already  adduced  from  the  Prison  Re-  sipation  was  now  reduced  to  poverty.    His 

ports,  I  may  mention  that  the  magis-  constitution,  as  I  learnt  from  an  authentic 

trates  of  the  City  of  London  have  re-  source,  was  shattered  by  venereal  excess ; 

cently  excluded  irom  the  dietary  of  the  and  a  scar  was  found  in  the  left  grom.    His 

prisons  under  their  jurisdiction  pota-  l>"dth  has  been  gradually  declining  for  some 

toes  and  all  succulent  vegetables,  with  months,  and  his  chief  complaint  now  is  of 

the   exception  of  the  small  quantity  loMof  appetite  and  increasing  debility.    He 

containerfinapintortwopintsofsoup  •«ffe"nopain.    He  w  troubled  with  an  oc- 

allowed  weeklv      This  I  cannot  but  »«onal  hacking  cough,  which  he  attributes 

regard  as    a    dangerous    exnenment.  si,e  of  an  ordinary  orange,  painful  on  pitai- 

Scurvy  has  been  a  frequent  disease  in  ^^    ^^  ^  cartUagil<;us   hardness,"^  at- 

lunatic  asylums,  and  still  is  so  m  Bn-  ^i^^  ^  ^^  ,^^^1  extremity  of  the  right 

tish  merchant   vessels.      in   both  its  clavicle,  and  apparently  connected  with  the 

occurrence  might,  without  difficulty,  be  stemo-davicnlar  articuUtion.     He  assures 

wholly  prevented.     In  the  navy,  the  me  that  this  tumor  has  been  produced  en- 

ships,  before  putting  to  sea,  are  always  tirely  during  the  last  three  months.    There 

provided  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  is  abo  a  similar,  though  smaller  tumor,  con- 

lemon-iuice ;  but  in  the  merchant-ser-  nected  with  the  fourth  rib  of  the  same  side, 

vice  this  is  too  often  neglected,  to  avoid  and  about  three  inches  from  the  centre  of 

expense  perhaps  ns  welfas  trouble.  Po-  the  sternum ;  he  had  not  himself  detected 

tatoes,  since  tney  would  serve  for  food,  this  tumor.     I  afterwards  discovered  ano- 

while  they  preserve  the  health  of  the  *hcr  Urge  and  similar  tumor  in  the  right 

sailors,  if  not  too  bulky,  might  be  pre-  f^'   }  7"  ^*^^  ■*  •  subsequent  period, 

ferred  by  many  ship-owner?.  informed  that  some  years  ago  a  tumor  had 

A  glance  at  the  chemical  analysis  of  ^^  ,1^7^  /«f  ^«  ^'^^V*,       m*    \ 

•u-  i^5*** .«  «♦ ««««  «,..,^i«;«.  ;*.  •n*;.«^*  examined  the  chest  with  care,  but  could  not 

thepotatoe  at  once  explains  its  antiscor-  ^^^^        ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^,^  ^^^^^ 

butic  virtue.    The  vanous  fruits,  succn-    ^ 

lentnMte  andherbs,  which  have  thepro-  ,  o.^^.,  „^^  j^  ,,     ^ 

I«rty  of  preventing  and  cunng  scurvy,  t  Jonnwi  d*  Pbriiqiic,  t.  bxxv.  p.  us. 
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in  the  lungi  or  heart,  the  sounds  of  which,  pvralent  matter,    the  result,   had    eseaperf 

however,  were  more  feeble  than  in  health,  into  some  of  the  larger  bronchial  runifica- 

Once  or  twice  daring  the  progress  of  the  tions.     Many  of  the  bronidual  glands  aeemtd 

case  I  thought  I  could  hear  a  slight  bruit  to    have   undergone    similar  degeoeraticai. 

with  the  first  sound.     The  pulse  was  pecu-  Beneath  the  pleura  in  several  places,  boay 

liar  ;  it  occasionally  intermitted,  and  had,  if  matter  was  deposited  in  the  form  of  arbc^ 

I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  a  yielding  rescent  spicnls. 

jerk,  as  tiiough  the  artery  were  not  fully        The  heart  was  large,  pale,  azkd  iUb^r 

distended  with  blood ;  and  this  jerking  cha-  Polypous  concretions  of  fibrin  were  contain- J 

racter  it  maintained  almost  during  the  whole  in  the  cavities.     The  aoitrfwaa  much  dilsri*'.. 

coarse  of  his  illness.     The  tongue  is  coated  and  on  its  internal  aurfaoe  were  small  ha^-^ 

with  white  moist  fur.    The  urine  has  a  na-  patches.     All  the  vaWea  were  in  a  bealtbT 

iural  appearance,  and  contains  no  albumen,  state.    There  was  no  hypertropliy. 
The  countenance  is  pale,  and  has  a  wan  de-        Abdomen. — Stomach  and  intestines  paJ: 

jected  expression  ;  and,  when  I  alluded  to  and  distended  with  flatus.  A  tumor  of  the  sr 

his  former  condition  of  life,  he  burst  into  of  a  small  oniage,  and  of  the  same  charsctiT 

tears.  .  as  those  already  described,  was  attached  V 

A  variety  of  medicines  were  prescribed  the    gastro-hepatic    omentum.       The    kJ 

vrithout  any  very  decided  relief.     A  combi-  kidney  also  contained  sereral  smaller  aoj 

nation  of  a  stimulating  expectorant,  diifu-  similar  tumors ;  and  on  making  a  sectioo. .' 

sible  stimulant,  and  tonic,  appeared  to  me  was  found  to    consist  almost  entirely  i4 

most  eligible;    due  attention  at  the  same  softened  white  matter.  Other  viso»ahcaitbj. 
time  being  directed   to  the  state  of   the        The  external  tumors  were  aU  intim^feh 

bowels,  which  were  often  constipated,  and  connected  with  the  subjacent  bone,  whkS 

required  to  be  moved  by  castor  oil  or  colo-  vras  cellular  and  easily  friable   under  the 

cynth.      Iron  and  quinine,   together  with  finger ;  and  that  in  the  exilla  embraced  to  a 

beef-tea  and  wine,  were  ordered  during  the  considerable  extent  the  anterior  edge  of  tbe 

progress  of  his  disease.      Tincture  of  iodine  scapula.    The  surface  of  all  the  large  tunor 

Iras  applied  to  the  tumors.      However,  in  was    distmctly  and    irregularly   lobubted. 

spite  of  treatment,  the  debility  continued  to  llieir  substance  was  dense,  and  composed  ttf 

increase  ;  diarrhoea  alttemated  with  consti-  irregular  masses  separated  fix>m   each  ot^ 

pation ;  the  prostration  of  strength  became  by  fibrous  or  dense  cellular  tiaaue.     TVar 

extreme ;  the  lower  extremities  were  para-  colour  was  white,  with  a  pale  fleshy  tiiife. 

lytic ;  faeces  and  urine  were  passed  involun-  I  cut  the  central  part  of  the  axiUary  tu^ 

tarily,  and  the  patient  at  length  expired  at  into  thin  slices,  and  carefully  pressed  tbe= 

half-past  ten  P.M.,  Feb.  23.     Consciousneis  between  bibulous  paper  in  order  to  renoft 

oontinued  to  the  last,  and  for  some  days  the  excess  of  moisture.     57*7  grains  t&c« 

previous  to  his  death  he  expectorated  puru-  pressed,  left,  after  drying  at  the  temperatsiv 

lent  matter.     The  tongue  became  brown,  of  212®  F.,  11*1  of  solid  matter,  hmwu. 

furred,  and  dry.      Under  the  influence  of  brittle,andre8emblingdried fibrin;  it dissolTci 

sulphate  of  quinine  and  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  in  hydrochloric  acid  with  the  production  of 

ale,   wine,  and  nutritive  animal  food,  the  the  brownisb-blae  colour  of  fibrin  aimibrlt 

patient  for  some  days  appeared  to  rally,  and  treated.     79*6  grains  freed  from  excess  c( 

the  tongue  became  white  and  moist.     How.  moisture  by  pressure  between  bibulous  pap«T. 

ever,  this  temporary  improvement  was  soon  left,  after  incineratioU,  which  required  to  be 

followed  by  rapid  exhaustion.    Considerable  aided  by  nitrate  of  ammonia,  1*0  grain, 
drowsiness,    amounting  almost  to  stupor, 

was   occasionally   observed.      The   tumor        Observations.— Now  in  this  case 

connected  with    the  right  cUtvicle  ceased  we   can    scarcely  conclude    that    the 

after  the  lapse  of  some  time,  to  be  painful  morbid  appearances  themselves  satu- 

on  pressure.  factorily  explain  the  cause  of  death : 

Seciio,  in  the  morning  of  the  26th : —  for,   with  the  exception  of  the  right 

Head. — Membranes  of  the  brain  pale;  kidney,  we  do  not  find  any  organ  injured 

slight  effusion  at  the  base  ;  no  morbid  ap-  to  such  an  extent  by  the  deposition  of 

pearance.  morbid  matter,  as  necessarily  to  arrest, 

CA«/.— Lungs  did  not  collapse ;  conn-  or,  indeed,  in  a  material  degree,  to  inter- 

derable  congestion.     A  section  prevoited  ^^g  with,  the  due  performance  of  its 

the  appearant^ofsofteied  spleen.    At  ^^^  function.     And  although  the  right  kid- 

^''^riX^^^  1^  "S.  .^'  ^^7  was  much  diseased,  vet  the  urine 
immediately  beneatn  the  pleura,  was  a  ta-         *'       .       ,       >  \':i*i.« 

mor  of  the  size  of  a  wdnut ;  and  in  the  ^^  natural  and  evacuated  m  'natural 

substance  of  both  lungs  were  found  several  qnantity  ;   the  left  kidney,  doubtless. 

coUectiona  of  matter,  simihu-  in  appearance  discharging  the  function  of  the  nght 

to  that  of  which  the  external  tumors  were  ^  well  as  its  own.     Nor  can  we  well 

composed,  and  varying  in  sixe  firom  a  pea  to  suppose  that  the  function  of  respiration 

a  walnut.     In  several  of  these  collections  could  be  greatly  impeded  by  the  small 

degeneration  had   occurred,  and  offensive  and  scattered  collections  of  matter  dc- 
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'liosited  in  the  lungs.    THe  deposition  the  causes  of  accidents  in  coal  mines ; 

of  morbid  matter  is,  then,  rather  to  be  their  report  has  lately  been  published, 

regarded  as  an  index  or  the  constitution,  «^j.  J^  „u  c  1 

or  what  is  the  same  thing,  as  the  effect  ^"^  "  f  ^1^  ^^^?'"^  ^; 

rather  than  the  cause  of  a  diseased  con-        Explosions  in  mines,  as  every  one 

didon  of  the  constitution.     Of  the  knows,  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  and 

character  of  this  matter,  and,  indeed,  they  destroy  life  in  two  different  ways ; 

?e  W  bStueK^eit  eCVo  *«  P'*-"  »-«"«  «ther  killed  by  the 

chemical  constitution  or  minute  struc-  explosion  itself,  or  suffocated  by  the 

ture.    It  varied  much  in  consistence ; —  fire  damp  which  follows  it.  Within  the 

in  the  external  tumors,  for  example,  last  twenty  years,  more  than  680  miners 

it  was  firm  and  dense,  while  in  the  ^ave  been  thus  destroyed  in  the  coal 

lungs  and  kidney  it  was  more  or  less  ,.  ,^.       -  ,     »,  ,  „t        i 

softened.    Now  there  can  be  no  doubt  outnct  of  the  Tyne  and  Wear  alone, 

that  the  matter  in  question  was  formed        The  points  considered  by  the  Com- 

either  from  the  fibrin  or  albumen  of  the  mittee  were,  Safety  Lamps,  Ventilation, 

Wood,  but  from  which  it  is  difficult  to  Scientiac  Instruments,  Infant  Labour  in 

say,  as  they  are  identical  m  chemical  .,     , ,.         t^,  ■•  «    ..         «  . 

composition,  and  cannot  in  a  solid  form  *?^  ^*"^'  ^^^^  *°d  Sections,  Scien- 

be   clearly  distinguished    from   each  ^fic  Education  of  Officers  of  Mines, 

other  by  chemical  re-agents.    I  con-  Grovemment  Inspection,  and  medical 

elude  that  the  matter  was  true  cancer  treatment  after  explosion. 

t^^L3r;"fa«ll*"Te''lear^^^^  .  The  g«at  «.««e  of  danger  to  nuae« 

the  deposition  of  this  matter  occurred  ^  ^ne  fire-damp,  or  light  carburetted 

at  the  most  critical  period  of  the  life  of  hydrogen  gas,  which  is  evolved  from 

man,  and  if  the  report  of  the  patient  coal  in  the  greatest  profusion, 
be  correct,  that  in  the  instance  of  the        «  «      ,      ,        ...  ^   , 

external  tumors  it  was  produced  with  So  abundant  is  it  m  some  of  the 

great  rapidity.    It  occurred  also  under  northern    mines,    that   to    procure   a 

the  depressing  influence  of  grief  and  natural  gas  light,  as  this  Committee  has 

^  remorse,  and  in  a    constitution    ex-  ™ore    than   once    observed,    a   small 

hausted   by  dissipation   and  excess;  n^lc  a  few  inches  deep  has  only  to  be 

circumstances  every  wav  favourable  to  "**«  »?  ^^^  co?^»  *nd  a  tube  inserted, 

the  development  of  maSgnant  disease.  y**«"  »«  ga«  discharges  through  it  to 

It  is  worthy  of  attention  that  the  urine,  f ""^^V'  «»  ^  enable  it  to  be  lighted  at 

notwithstanding  the  diseased  condition  ''^  ®nd.      (Report,  p.  /.) 

^l  ^}J^^^Y  ^'7-"''^'  7?S  ""f^^ '  *"*        When  this  gas  is  mixed  with  from  83 

that  the  formation  of  the  tumors  was  .     „ .  ^      *  ,     .       . 

not  attended  with  pain.  In  respect  to  ^  94  per  cent  of  atmosphenc  air, 
the  treatment  in  a  case  like  the  present,  (which  is  supplied  by  the  ventilation  of 
where  malignant  disease  so  extensively  the  mine),  and  then  brought  into  con- 
prevailed,  it  is  obvious  that  palliation  tact.with  flame  or  heated  metal,  it  ex- 
of  distressing  symptoms  can  alone  be  ,  ,  ...  ,  ^ 
attempted.  plodes  like  gunpowder. 

,  Moreover,  heavy  carburetted  hydro- 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  pnp«.««»efiant«««.«^«'PPo«d 

to  exist  m  the  mines.    The  Committee 

Friday,  February  10. 1843.  ^^^  u  ^  existence  of  this  gas  in  the 

„   ^  ^.        .^.  ^,    .  mine,  now  almost  indubitable,  is  most 

••  Licet  omnlbuA,  licet  etlam  mibi,  dip^mUtem  .         _*     a    •       ^t  ^    ^i.  *  ^ 

iiwirifA#Jetf  toeri;  potestasmodovenjeodi  in  important  m  tne  use  of  the   safety 

pobUcum  tit,  dioendi  periculum  non  recuM.'*  lamps,  as  it  explodes  at  a  lower  tem- 

*  perature  than  the   light   carburetted 

ACCIDENTS  IN  COAL  MINES.—  hydrogen."  So  far,  so  good :    but  we 
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*  The  Report  of  the  South  Shields  Committee, 
In  the  year  1839,  a  Committee  was  ap-     appointed  to  investisrate  the  canset  of  accidenU 
•   *  J    *  o      xu  ou-  ij    *  *•      *       "»  Coal   Minea.      With  Plana  and  Appendix, 

pointed  at  South  Shields  to  investigate    London,  184S. 

793.— XXXI.  2  z 


706  ACCIDENTS  IN  COAL  MINES.— SAFETY  LAMPS* 

hardly  understand  what  point  they  wUh  nee.     In  1815  Sir  Humphry  Dary  and 

to  make,  when  they  add,  "  iron  heated  Mr.  Steplienson  each  invented  a  safety 

to  redness  will  ignite  it,  the  flame  of  lamp;  and  as  the  former  one  has  hecome 

which  will    again    explode  the    fire-  celebrated  all  over  the  world,  its  merits 

damp  ;"  for  they  had  just  before  said  and  imperfections  are  first  to  be  consi- 

that  the  fire-damp  will  explode  by  the  dered.  This  lamp"  protects  against  igni* 

contact  of  heated  metal,  so  that  it  is  not  tion  when  the  explosive  gas  is  quiescent, 

obliged  to  wait  for  the  ignition  of  its  but  it  is  totally  defective  when  that  gas 

kindred  but  heavier  vapour.    '  is  in  motion,  and  can  reach  the  wire 

Another  inflammable  nnd  destruc-  ganze  in   that  state  -  of  condensation 

tive  gas,  tulpkurelted  hydrogen,  adds  to  which  a  moving  column  of  gas  always 

the  perils  of  the  mines,  for  this,  too,  acquires;  it  then  becomes  no  longer  a 

will  explode    when  the   safety   lamp  safety  lamp."    This  is  Dr.  Birkbeck's 

becomes  red-hot.    Lastly,  they  are  in-  evidence,  w*hich  is  confirmed  by  the 

fested  by  carbonic  acid  gas,  called  in  Belgian  Commission,  by  Mr.  Gumey 

the  north  the  sti/the  or  choke  damp,  but  (the  ingenious  inventor  of  the  Bude 

in  Lancashire  the  black  damp.    Of  all  light),  Dr.  Pereira,  and  other  witnesses, 

these  exhalations  the  most  fearful  is  The   theoretical   objection,  moreover, 

the  fire-damp,  which,  in  fact,  would  has  been  too  frequently  confirmed  by 

form  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  atmo-  explosions  in  mines  where  the  Davy 

sphere  of  mines,  were  it  not  for  arti-  lamp  was  used.    Thus,  in  a  Cumber- 

ficial  ventilation.    When  ventilation  is  land  mine,  the   Salton-Low  Bottom^ 

imperfect,  this  gas  explodes ;  hence  it  where  a  father  and  son  were  killed  by 

has  ever  been  the  chief  terror  of  miners,  an  explosion,  after  the  accident  "the 

and  scientific  ingenuity  has  long  been  lamps  were  carefully  examined,  and  all 

employed  in  endeavouring  to  obviate  the  lamp  tops  were  found  to  be  screwed 

this  catastrophe.  on,  so  that  it  appeared  that  every  pre- 

In  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  caution  had  been  taken."  (Report, p.  15). 
the  steel  mill  was  invented,  which  pro-  At  Wallsend  Pit  there  was  an  ex- 
duced  a  light  by  the  collision  of  flint  plodon  in  June  1835,  by  which  102 
and  steel.  This  was  once  supposed  to  persons  were  killed  at  ojice.  In  this 
be  safe;  but,  unfortunately,  it  has  some-  case  there  had  been  various  warnings 
times  exploded  an  inflammable  atmo-  of  the  accident,  the  lamps  foretelling 
sphere,  and  caused  the  danger  it  was  the  danger  which  they  were  unable 
intended  to  prevent.  "  Sometimes  one  to  prevent.  The  Committee  says, "  Here, 
hundred  of  these  dangerous  instruments  then,  is  danger  apparent,  the  men  fore- 
were  in  daily  use  in  an  inflammable  warned — anxious — alarmed;  here  are 
mine."    (Report,  p.  11).  two  days' warning,  increased  precau- 

The  first  inventor  of  a- safety  lamp  tion,  and  nothing  but  Davy  lamps, — the 

was   Humboldt,  in  1796;  but  as  the  lamps  then  on    fire,— red-hot,— these 

flame  was  isolated  from  the  atmospheric  the  last  living  accounts  from  the  pit; 

air,  as  well  as  from  the  explosive  gas,  then  comes  explosion,  and  all  further 

and  would  burn  only  while  the  air  con-  trace  from  its  sweeping  destraetion  lost." 

tained  in  it  was  unconsumed,  this  lamp  Perhaps  it  might  be  answered  that 

was  found  to  be  practically  useless.  the  Davy  had  done  good  service  by 

In  1813  Dr.  Clanny  invented  a  lamp  giving  plain  warning  of  the  coming 

which,  like  Humboldt* s,  was  isolated,  danger,  and  that  the  mine  should  have 

but  it  was  supplied  with  fresh  air.    Its  been  quitted  for  a  few  days  until  vcn- 

inconvenience  was  the  objection  to  its  tilation  had  swept  away  the  noxious 


ACCIDENTS  IN  COAL  MINES.— SAFETY  LAMPS.  707 

gases.    Moreover,  there  is  an  addition  approbation.  The  second  was  infinitely 

to  this  latbpy  by  which  its  safety  is  better.    When  the  Committee  tried  it 

increased,  namely,  a  tin  screen,  which  at  Wallsend,  it  continued  to  bum  in  a 

slides  npon  the  frame  wires  of  the  current  of  air  that  extinguished  the 

lamp,  and  encircles  the  circumference  Davy  lamp  as  well  as  that  of  Upton 

of  the  gauze  cylinder  to  an  extent  of  and  Roberts.    Again,  when  the  three 

about  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  its  cir-  lamps  were  tried  "  in  a  feeder  of  gas," 

cumference.    This  seems  to  have  been  Upton  and  Roberts'  first  blew  out  with 

but  little  insisted  on  by  Sir  H.  Davy,  an  explosion,  and  then  the  Davy,  while 

who,  with  the  natural  zeal  of  an  in-  Dr.  Clanny*s  appeared  but  little  affected 

ventor,  thought  his  safety  lamp  far  by  the  gas ;  but  the  light  was  so  im- 

safer  than  it  really  was.    He  coromu-  perfect  as  to  show  only  a   glimmer 

nicated  the  improvement  to  Mr.  Buddie ;  through  the  lens.    *'  In  several  trials  it 

**yet  in  Wallsend  Colliery,  under  Mr.  continued  to  operate  in  a  similar  man- 

Buddle^s  own  able  jurisdiction,  the  pre-  ner,  but  the  light  was  invariably  so 

caution  of  a  tin  shield,  as  was  observed  small  as  to  be  inapplicable  to  the  pur- 

at  the  visit  of  this  Committee  on  the  poses  of  practical  mining." — (Report, 

7th  October,  1839,  four  years  after  his  p.  19). 

public  declaration  of  such  a  danger,  Dr.  Clanny  has  since  improved  this 

Mas  very  partially  employed,  the  men  by  substituting  a  thick  globular  shield 

generally  working  with  the  naked  Davy  of  glass  for  that  part  of  the  metal 

lamp ;  and  almost  every  pit  which  the  shield  which  is  opposite    the   flame. 

Committee  have  visited  being  precisely,  This  lamp  is  superior  to  the  last  one  in 

as  refers  to  this  point  of  the  lamp,  in  a  the   steadiness    and   brightness   with 

similar  condition."     (Report,  p.  14).  which  it  burns.    In  a  fourth  lamp  there 

The  upshot  of  the  matter,  however,  is  a  naked  projecting  globe  of  strong 

is,  that  the  Committee  withdraw  their  glass,  without  any  external  wire-gauze ; 

confidence  from  this  world-famous  in-  but  the  facility  with  which  the  glass  is 

vention ;  whether  our  miners,  hitherto  broken,  and  the  too  great  weight  of  the 

'*  the  slaves  of  the  lamp,"  will  do  the  lamp,  make  it  inadmissible, 

same,  remains  to  be  seen.  On  the  whole,though  Dr.Clanny's  best 

The  next  lamp  considered  is  Ste-  lamp  is  not  the  desideratum — ^al though 
phenson's,  a  highly  ingenious  inven-  it  is  not  a  perfect  safety-lamp— it  is  the 
tion,  but  not  sufficiently  perfect  for  use.  best  which  the  Committee  have  ex- 
It  is  liable    to   explode  inflammable  amined. 

gases,  and  its  apertures  become  ob-  The  Upton  and  Roberts'  lamp  is  of 
structed  by  dust,  causing  it  to  bum  but  most  ingenious  construction,  and  was 
dimly.  An  excellent  improvement,  strongly  recommended  by  the  Parlia- 
producing  a  lamp  far  preferable  to  mentary  Committee  of  1835;  yet  it  had 
Stephenson's,  both  for  safety  and  for  not  been  adopted  in  a  single  mine  of 
continuance  of  light,  has  been  effected  the  north  five  years  afterwards.  Nor 
by  Mr.  Henry  Smith.  It  seems  to  was  this  abstinence  unreasonable  *,  for 
have  preceded  a  similar  lamp  invented  the  lamp  is  too  delicate  for  use.  It  is 
by  M.  Lamielle,  of  Belgium,  and  is  perfectly  safe ;  and  indicates  approach- 
now  used  in  several  collieries.  ing  danger  with  the  most  exquisite 
•  The  Committee  then  detail  the  quali-  nicety;  but  its  very  sensibility  would 
ties  of  four  different  lamps  invented  by  render  it  inconvenient  to  the  practical 
Dr.  Clanny.  The  first  we  will  pass  miner.  Before  the  Davy  lamp  is  much 
over,  as  it  does  not  meet  with  their  affected,  it  nsually  explodes  itself  out. 
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In  an  experiment  in -Monkwearmouth  and  then  went  oat.  The  objections  to 
Pit  (the  deepest  in  England)  "it ex-  it  are,  first,  that  its  glass  cylinder  is 
tingoished  itself  even  at  a  walking  only  protected  by  eight  ribs  of  iron,  and 
pace  in  the  hand :  the  glass  and  light  is  thus  liable  to  fracture — an  accident 
were  smoky  and  dim.  At  Wallsend  it  of  the  most*  dangerous  consequences, 
was  tried,  with  others,  in  a  feeder  of  Secondly,  if  the  lamp  is  held  so  that  the 
gas,  and  could  scarcely  be  brought  flame  is  not  immediately  under  the 
into  operation,  from  its  facility  of  ex-  chimney,  and  the  foul  air  escapes  into 
tinction."  (Report,  p.  22).  the  lower  part,  it  is  extinguished. 
Hence,  although  a  capital  lamp  for  Thirdly,  it  is  too  heavy ;  for  while  the 
experiments,  in  the  hands  of  the  scien-  Davy  weighs  but  1  lb.  6oz.,  the  Muese- 
tific  man,  it  will  not  be  voluntarily  used  ler  is  2 lbs.  1 1  oz. 
by  the  workman ;  and,  if  adopted  on  Last  of  all  comes  the  Lemielle  lamp, 
compulsion,  would  seriously  diminish  a  clever  modification  of  the  Davy.  This 
the  produce  of  the  mines.  is  a  good  lamp,  and  highly  recom- 
The  Belgian  Commission,  likewise,  mended  in  the  Belgian  report :  yet  even 
though  fully  alive  to  the  merits  of  this  this  is  not  perfect.  To  quote  the  some- 
lamp,  found  it  impossible  to  recommend  what  misty  sentence  of  the  South 
its  use,  from  the  grievous  faults  by  which  Shields  Committee — "  This  lamp,  then, 
those  merits  are  obscured.  has,  in  addition  to  the  danger  of  ex- 
Mr.  William  Martin's  lamp  is  very  ploding  through  the  gauze  bottom,  if 
cleverly  constructed,without  wire  gauze,  the  disks  are  not  sufliciently  fine  and 
Like  the  lamp  of  Upton  and  Roberts,  numerous,  a  highly  inflammable  mxx- 
this  one  is  of  the  most  singular  deli-  ture  and  external  inflammation  by  a 
cacy— it  is  extinguished  almost  on  the  heated  gauze  cylinder ;  the  obscuration 
approach  of  carburetted  hydrogen ;  but  of  the  lamp  by  depositions  of  soot,  that 
as,  under  the  present  system  of  working  rapidly  take  place  on  the  gauze  above 
mines,  lamps  are  intended  to  bum  in  a  the  glass  and  on  the  glass  itself,  ren- 
fiery  atmosphere,  and  not  wanted  as  a  dering  it,  for  ordinary  employment, 
mere  test  of  its  foulness,  this  lampcannot  troublesome,  inconvenient,  and  dan- 
be  used.  As  the  glass  cylinder,  too,  is  gerous."  (Report  p.  27.) 
unprotectedby  gauze,  the  same  objection  The  conclusion  of  the  Committee  is, 
applies  which  was  urged  against  one  of  that  no  mere  safety -lamp  is  able  to  se- 
Dr.  Clanny's  lamps.  Mr.  Richard  Ayre  cure  fiery  mines  from  explosion ;  and 
has  constructed  two  modifications  of  the  that  to  rely  on  lamps  alone  is  a  hJtaX 
Davy  lamp ;  but,  though  ingenious,  the  error,  which  induces  the  calamities  in- 
Committee  does  not  think  it  necessary  tended  to  be  guarded  against.  The 
to  dwell  on  them.  best  safety-lamps  are  the  Improved 
In  consequence  of  the  inquiries  of  the  Clanny  and  the  Mueseler,  provided  the 
Belgian  Commission,  two  variations  of  latter  has  a  continuous  gauze  cylinder, 
the  Gauze  Safety  Lamp  have  been  in-  All  such  lamps,  however,  must  be  exa- 
vented  in  that  country.  mined  dajly,  and  the  workmen  must  be 
The  first  of  these  is  the  Mueseler  warned  that  they  are  not  absolutely, 
lamp,  which  has  several  excellent  points  bat  only  comparatively  safe.  The  Davy 
about  it  The  South  Shields  Committee  lamp  without  a  shield  they  assert  to  be 
found  the  light  good«  and  unaffected  by  a  most  dangerous  instrument  The 
currents,  in  a  very  fiery  mine;  and,  grand  safeguard  against  explosions 
when  placed  where  there  was  much  consists  not  in  safety-lamps,  but  ven* 
gaA»  it  gave  several  slight  explosions,  tilation. 
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We  wish  thati  in  this  age  of  xylogra-  It  is  this  maxim  which  Lord  John 

phy,  the  Committee  had  adorned  their  Manners  sup^rts  m^a^rec^t^pam- 

useful  report   with  wood-cuts  of  the  ^ *in  tS^oW  mI  landabl^^^^^ 

lamps    described  ;    they  .  would   have  the  Church.    It  is  this  maxim  which 

clearedupmanyadifficultyin  the  text  the  Roman  lyrist  recommends  to  his 

_  brother  poet,  when  he  insists  on  the 

MEDICAL  REFORM.  admixture  of  occwional  sportiveness 

with  his  graver  studies : — 

U  answer  to  a  question  on  this  sub-  vertm  pone  mom,  etrtodiumlucri: 

ject  put  to    him    on  Tuesday  evening  Nimniinque  memor.  dum  licet,  ignium, 

,     ^r     ««      «»!<<••▼            ^1  Mnce  BtulQttam  oonnUii  breveiD. 

by  Mr.  Fox  Maule,  Sir  James  Graham  Duice  est  desipere  in  loco. 

said  that  he  had  bestowed  the  utmost  And   the   hygienic    physician   will 

attention  on  the  subject  of  Medical  Re-  assuredly     agree     with     the   ancient 

form.  He  would  add,  that  the  Govern-  Epicurean  and  the  modem  tractarian, 

«,*«#  ««»-.  ««« ;«  ^^.«.».,»;^of;/>»  -,wi,  ^^^^  nothing  can  be  more  permcious 

ment  were  now  m  communication  with  ^  ^^^^  ^^  y^   ^j^^  unintermitting 

the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Sur-  toil :  "  that  way  madness  lies." 

geons  respecting  it,  and  were  approxi-  But  as  ophite  parties  sometimes 

mating  to   a   satisfactory  conclusion,  agree  in  what  is  right,they  also  too  often 

Both  of  thee   corporate  b<^ie.  had  ^:£^ZTZSi^^:^^ 

consented  to  an  arrangement  by  which  ^  crushing  the  budding  amusements  of 

an  alteration  would  be  made  in  their  the  lower  classes,  and  have  condemned 

constitutions.  It  was  also  the  intention  **^em  to  resort  to  the  conventicle,  or  the 

of  Government  to  introduce  a  bill  for  pot-houw,  as  their  only  stimuli.    One 

^,                   ^  ^     .          -  .       *  cotene  is  jealous  of  the  festive  doings 

the  purpose  of  effecting  certain  reforms  ^f  ^y^jy  ^^n  under  £200  a  year ;  or,  as 

in  the  medical  profession  throughout  the  song  has  it — 

the  united  kingdom   generally;    and  "  The  poor  moit  not  tbara 

he  hoped  that  in  a  «hort  time  he  should  A  «^?»«-S«,il,«J;j^.„^^  ,„ 

te  enabled  to  lay  such  a  bill  before  the  ^i,^_  ^  ^^  ^j^„  ^^^  ^  ^„^ 

'I*"'^^  utilitarian  considers  erery  recreation  of 

the  working  classes  a  check  to  produc- 

A  PLBA  FOR  NATIONAL  HOLIDAYS,  tion,  and  would  calculate  how  many 

THKstudentofthe  mathematics  is  often  *"»""  ?^  P'ofi'^ble  Ubour  were  eon- 

agteeably  surprised  to  find  that  the  •"«>"  in  a  merry  meeting.    These  are 

different  branches  of  the  science  to  ^^*«''y  ^S^h  '''",?*L'°. '  *^^J 

which  he  is  deroted  give  their  con-  But  erroi,  though  teng-hwd.  is  mortal-; 

current  testimony  to  tlie  same  &ct ;  ^\  **  *^  T**!  i        i^*  **»''°"! 

and  that  the  truth  which  he  learned  in  *f  *  *  reaction  has  token  plwe  agamst 

the  elements  of  geometry,  or  of  algebra,  *»  "P«^  orde.  of  absurdities.    The 

again  bursts  urSn  himli  the  pages  «f  Philanthropist  and  the  pohtician  alike 

tEe  higher  anafysis.    The  same^Sd  of  ^ee  that  diversions  form  a  necessai;  m- 

coincilence    is   somethne»  found  in  f^f^*'  "» ^*  very  hfe-blood  of  our 

morals,  or  the  conduct  of  Ufe;  and  '^^^r^^'  a»anfe««dhyunmiti- 

there  ire  poinU  so  weU  made  out,  so  P**^  ^^     '."  "*,*"'"  ?**^'  '''t" 

firmly  bas^on  certainty,  that  they  are  *»«*"»•  •"*.  *P*'^ }    *^*  Mav-pole 

alike  insisted  on  by  the  Stoic  an/ the  "•  ''"'J"":!^  *   "'l,*^  <V°.*^ 

Etncniean  crowned  with  garlands,  but  an  electric 

^u^  there  is  a  piincipU  which  we  «>nd»«to'  wh'«h  pwtects  the  time- 

_  -_»'._  *• »l_5j?v ».j_i  -*  honoured  edifices  of  the  stotel 


are  apt  to  forget  amid  the  wUrl  of  ""»"»««?«""«:»  »' ""es^'e ; 

modem  life,  a^  the  necessity  of  im-  .u^*"***?*  Jj"  '^'^J  '^."f^r.llS 

mediately  executing  orders  fcr  America  ^''l,**''  ?'  «*»™  '•  V'*Z,'^^a^^ 

-the  principle,  n4ely,  that  aU  work  ^"'•,  *?»^«  ***»  P^*""**',  "^  ""»- 

and  DO  pUy  i^ikes  Jwk  a  dull  boy  ,  fir*i.        '  ""/JT"T"^  'T  * 

and  that  even  if  a  man  is  considered  as  holj-day  provided  for   the   working 

fo?Sro^'!!«»i  ^i^^  ^  ^^  ^^'  •  A  Pie.  for  N.tk».l  H<«y^y..    B,  L.rd 

for  an  occasional  OlUug.  jo|,n  Mumen,  M.P.    Londoo.  IBM. 
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classes  and  the  poor"  (Lord  J.  Man-  secured  by  ligatures.    Repeated  severe  hc- 

nera)  ;    what  is   still   wanting   is   the  morrhage  from  wound,  from  which  a  large 

public  acknowledgment   that  artisans  dark  clot  of  blood  projects,  and  from  which 

require  entertainment   as  well  as  in-  ^kere  was  considerable  bleeding  a  short  time 

struction;    and  that  mechanics'  insti-  before  admission.  There  is  a  large  aneunsroal 

tutes.  and  even  the  Adelaide  Gallery  tumor  four  mches  long  m  the  course  of  the 

itself  will  not  suddIv  everv  craving  brachial  artery.     The  axillary  artery  was 

The  objection  will    b7  made    that  ^',ti.Tf1i^'tii*^n%'^^^^^^ 

V          .'c             jjuij           Ui.'  rature  of  arm  fell  to  70  » tnatoi  opposite 

when  artificers  and  husbandmen  obtain  ^^^     g^p                                        '^^ 

a  holiday,  they  abuse  it,  or,  in  plain  August 'gth.-Ligaturc  came  away  to-day 

English,  they  get  drunk.    To  this  Lord  ^^oingwcU. 

John  Manners  replies,  that  when  the  SeptemberSrd.— A  portion  of  the  mtegu- 

opportunity  is  more  frequent,  it  will  be  ments  of  the  aneurismal  sac  sloughed,  and 

less  likely  to  be  misused.     We  would  after  the  patient  had  undergone  considerable 

add,  that  the  well-brushed  employer  of  excitement,  profuse  hsemorrhage  took  place 

the  labourer  or  journeyman  is  not  him-  from  the  sac,  in  consequence  of  which  it  was 

self  so  temperate  as  his  equal  in  Spain  deemed  proper  to  amputate  the  limb  at  the 

or  Italy,  yet  he  is  not  excluded  from  shoulder-joint. 

festivity  on  account  of  the  difference  in  He  went  on  favourably,  and  on  the  Hth 

laritude.    The  devil,  says  the   adage,  of  November  was  dismbsed— cured. 

is  not  so  black  as  he  is  painted  5  and  ^^  tl>«  ca«e  ^^^  secondary  hemorrhage  did 

as    experience    has    shown    that    the  not  come  from  the  origimd  wound,  but  from 

liberal  admission  of  the  public  to  mu-  ^%^  <>^  »*^  aneunsm  between  it  and  tt« 

seums  and  gardens  has  not  been  at-  ^^^^\  ^   mtegument.  on  which   had 

tended  by  so  much  chinmng  and  scriU  "  '^^^ '         ^^^          ^^^^  ^^^^^  „.  ^t 

bhnff  as  was  apprehended,  so  it  would  y^   ^^^^^^           ^^^^  ^^  Hunterian  opem- 

be  found  that   a  national   holiday,  a  ^^^  jg  ^^^^  ^  successful,  and  possesses  the 

general  unwnnklingof  care-worn  brows,  same  advantages  in  circumscribed  traumatic 

would  not  be  accompanied  by  any  pro-  aneurism,  as  in  aneurism  from  disease ;  from 

djgious  quantity  of  intoxication  or  vio-  which  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  infer,  that  the 

lence.      At  any  rate,  whatever  objec-  revival  of  the  oldT  operation  is  a  mostinjn- 

tions  might  be  urged  by  the  moralist  nous  retrograde  movement  in  the  treatment 

against  some  forms  of  festivity  amidst  of  this  disease. 

the  promiscuous  assemblages  of  large  What  is  the  proper  operation  in  cases  of 

towns,  they  could  not  be  applicable  diffused  traumatic  aneurism  ? 

to  the  more  discreet  population  of  our  The  reply  which  1  would  give  to  this 

villages.     The  slightest  encouragement  question,  with  some  Imitations,  is  the  same 

from  the  gentry,  their  mere  presence  ■?  '^^  ^}\  ^^^  cases-the  Hunterian  opera- 

and  approbation,  would  suffice  to  revive  *'°'*-  }  ^"l^T,  ^™"*  .^^^J}^"^  ****^  }^  "^^ 

the  manly  sports,  and  the  dances  on  T'^'f?.'^  '*  .T     •    ?     "aso^^^f  ^^ 

the  green;  fo?  which  the  noble  author  !^*'L?J:':' Tl^^^Xlt' ^  ^ 

'^         '  1 «       .  «          TT*               1.1  ^  an  artery  at  a  spot  where  it  is  uncut,  and 

60  reasonably  sighs.     His  i>amphlet,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  .^  jj^^,^  .^  ^^  ^,1  i„. 

we  observe,  is  dated  from  Belvoir  Castle ;  ^^^^  ^^^  ^lood,  than  to  cut  upon  a  wounded 

has  anything  been  done  for  the  good  ^^^y^  through  cloto  of  blood,  and  inliltrafed 

cause  m  that  neighbourhood  P  cellular  membrane,  expose  the  bleeding  spot, 

and  apply  two  ligatures.     In  as  ftir  ss  the 

r»     X         T    -i,„„„„  subsequent  condition  of  the  wound  of  the 

CLINICAL  NOTES,  operation  is  concerned,  it  is  much  less  dan- 

Bt  J.  AnAiR  Lawrib,  M.D.  ^erous. 

T»_^jw  -^   ^a             .J         1-  »T  I J*-  Case  XII.  —  1   recollect  one  case   (the 

Professor  of  Surgery,  Anderson's  University,  .        ru-Liu           «.v         \-       fu 

Glasgow.  notes  of  which  I  have  not  by  me),  m  which 

[Gontinaed  from  p.  670.}  ^^  radial  had  been  wounded  near  the  wrist 

^  — pressure  had  been  tried  without  success, 

^  and  the  soft  parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

CA8BXI.---7>flt/mflffc  ffn<«rfjm  qfBra^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  infiltrated,  and  in  an  un- 

chtal—LiffaiureofAxtllary^Hemor-  healthy  condition.    They  were  laid  open,  the 

rhaffejrom  iac.—AmptifaUon—Cure.  ^^^^^^  exposed,  and  two  ligatures  were  ap- 

Neil  Macdonald,8et.  30, labourer,  admitted  plied.     Gangrene  attacked  the  wound  of  the 

July  30,  1832.  Was  wounded  at  right  elbow  operation,  spread  to  the  hand  and  fore-arm, 

three  weeks  ago,  by  an  explosion  while  blast-  and  the  patient  died. 

ing  a  rock.     Radial  artery  was  cut  at  the  I  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  result, 

elbow,  and  in  four  hours  both  ends  were  and  at  the  time  felt  satisfied  that  it  would 
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liave  been  different  if  the  Hnnterian  opera-  coughing,  profase  Rrterial  hemorrhage  took 

tion  had  been  performed.  place  from  upper  half  of  wound  of  operation. 

Tlie  following  case  presents  some  points  of  lliis  was  arested  by  compress  and  bandage, 

interest :—  and  a  consultation  summoned,  who  recom* 

_       _.,^,       ^.^      ,_  mended  that  the  patient  be  very  carefully 

CASiiXUl,^Ihfu9ed Traumatic Aneurwn  watched,  and  an  operation  only  performed 

qf  Brachial,  qfter  V,S.     Hnnterian  ope-  j^  the  event  of  the  bleeding  returning. 

ration— Repeated hemorrhaffejromufound        25th.— Hjemorrhagehaving  twice  returned 

of  operation---  Cave,  It  ^^g  resolved  to  expose  and  tie  the  artery  at 

Arthur  O'Neil,  et.  42,  labourer,  marriedt  the  bleeding  point.  A  probehaving  been  passed 

dark  complexion,  apparently  healthy.     Six-  to  the  spot  from  which  the  blood  seemed  to 

teen  days  ago  was  bled  in  right  arm  :  bleed-  have  issued,  the  wound  of  the  first  operation 

ing  was  wi&,  difficulty  stopped  by  compress  was    re-opened,  upwards  and   downwards, 

and  firm  bandage,  and  was  immediately  sue-  Profuse  arterial  hsmorrbage  followed,  which, 

oeeded  by  considerable  swelling.    On  admis-  being  restrained  by  pressure  on  the  axillary 

sion  elbow-joint  is  bent,  and  limb  at  that  and  subclavian,  a  vcssi^l,  apparently  the  trunk 

point  measures  two  inches  more  than  the  of  the  brachial,   was  exposed,  and,   when 

left.     Its  forepart  is  occupied  by  an  irregu-  pressure  was  removed,    discharged    a  fiiU 

larly  defined  swelling,  extending  two  indbes  stream  from  the  upper  and  under  orifices, 

above  and  one  below  the  joint ;  firm,  pul-  Ligatures,    applied    with    the    tenaculum, 

sating  feebly  throughout,  attended  by  a  well-  would  not  hold,  and  the  wound  was  en- 

marked  soufflet,  and  capable  of  being  consi-  larged      upwards     and     downwards,     and 

derably  reduced  in  size  by  firm  pressure:  this  vessel  secured  at  the  margin   of  the 

pulsation  of  radial  and  ulnar  natural.  axilla.      The  blood  still  poured  from  the 

July  31. — ^Two  days  after  admission  was  wound  in  a  full  stream,  and  further  dissection 
shewn  to  a  consultation,  who  recommended  ahewed  another  vessel  also  requiring  two  li- 
the Hnnterian  operation.  The  whole  limb  gatures.  Boie  the  operation  well,  and  only 
has,  however,  become  so  much  swelled,  pro-  lost  about  six  ounces  of  blood.  The  opera* 
bably  from  the  severe  manipulation  to  which  tion  was  difficult  and  tedious,  owing  to  the 
it  was  sttlirjected  at  the  consultation,  that  number  of  open  vessels,  the  profuse  gush  of 
operation  at  present  seems  inadmissible,  blood,  and  the  extent  of  dissection  requisite 
Pulsation  in  radial  and  ulnar  cannot  now  be  to  secure  all  the  vessels  at  sound  points.  Tlie 
felt.  limb  was  wrapped  in  warm  flannel,  and  before 

August  3. — ^The  tension  of  the  limb  conti-  evening  the  temperature  was  good,  and  the 

nuing  to  increase,  and  appearing  to  depend  on  circulation  obviously  going  on. 
farther  diffusion  of  the  aneurism,  the  artery        30th.  —  Went  on  well  till  to-day,  when 

wastiedyesterday,in  the  usual  way,  about  the  hemorrhage  recurred  from  wound  of  las 

middle  of  the  arm.  Only  one  vessel  was  seen,  operation,  to  the  extent  of  six  ounces.  Care- 

which  was  large,  and  readily  secured.    The  ful  pressure  was  applied,  and  the  patient  se- 

edges  of  wound  were  brought  into  apposition  dulonsly  watched. 

by  two  stitchesandadhesiveplaster.  Soon  after        Sept.  23rd. — No  retnm  of  hemorrhage  : 

return  to  bed  blood  oozed  from  the  wound  pressure  oontinued.    An  abscess,  containing 

to  the  extent  of  a  pound,  which  was  arrested  foetid  pus,  has  formed  in  the  original  sac  in 

by  securing  a  smaU  arterial  branch.    Tem-  the  forearm. 

perature  natural;    swelling  of  limb  dimi-        Oct.  20th. — Abscess  has  closed :  wound  of 

nished ;  some  doubtful  pulsation  in  radial  operation  healed.     Ligatures  came  away  on 

artery  at  wrist.  2d  of  October,  being  £e  7th  after  the  ope- 

8th. — On  forepart  of  forearm ,  a  little  nearer  ration.  Dismissed — cured, 
wrist  than  original  wound  in  vein,  integument  This  case  presents  several  points  of  prac- 
being  livid  with  pain,  and  distinct  fluctuation,  tical  interest: — 1st.  Was  the  Munterian 
a  small  puncture  was  made,  and  discharge  really  preferable  to  the  old  operation  ?  Pro- 
given  to  two  ounces  of  grumous  blood,  bably  not,  and  for  the  following  reasons : — 
General  swelling  diminishing ;  distinct  pul-  1st.  Because  the  aneurismal  swelling  was 
sation  at  wrist.  not  only  difftased,  but,  at  the   lime  of  the 

12th.^0riginal  puncture  in  vein  has  given  operation,  inflamed.    The  risk  of  suppura- 

way,  and  gives  vent  to  a  considerable  qoan-  tion  and  opening  of  the  sac  was  thus  in- 

tity  of  dark  blood.    Wound  of  operation  curred,  which  might  have  been  prevented  by 

nearly  healed ;  ligature  came  away  to-day.  performing  the  old  operation.     It  is  well 

23rd. — ^The  wound  of  operation  seemed  all  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  although  the 

but  healed,  the  oozing  of  blood  had  ceased,  the  sac  was  opened,  clots  of  blood  discharged, 

aneurismal  sac  had  burst,  and  discharged  pus  and  two  abscesses  formed,  not  a  drop  of 

and  coagula  in  considerable  quantities.     No  arterial  blood  escaped  ;  showing   that  the 

fresh  arterial  hemorrhage  from  the  sac  or  its  Hnnterian  operation  as  completely  arrests 

neighbourhood.  All  seemed  going  on  well,  till  the  flow  of  blood  into  the  sac  of  a  diflfuscd 

last  night  at  ten  o'clock,  when,  after  a  fit  of  traumatic  aneurism  as  into  that  of  anneu- 
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rum  fh)m  disease ;  and  that  a  retom  of  blood  seemed  going  on  tumwcMj,  and  the  wocnd 
to  the  sac  is  as  improbable  in  the  one  case  as  had  all  but  healed,  when,  on  the  twentietli 
in  the  other.  This  fiict  appears  to  me  an  day  from  the  operation,  and  the  tenth  from 
additional  argument  in  faronr  of  the  Hon-  the  separation  of  the  Ugatore,  violent  dis- 
terian  operation  in  all  cases  of  tranmatic  charge  of  blood  took  place  from  the  wound 
anenrism,  in  which  that  operation  is  not  daring  a  fit  of  coughing.  Two  practical  In- 
otherwise  contra-indicated.  2dly.  Because  ferences  present  themselfes-— that  no  patient, 
the  pulsation  in  the  tumor  had  ceased,  under  such  circumstances,  is  safe  until  the 
In  any  other  situation  than  the  bead  of  the  wound  of  the  operation  has  actually  dosed, 
arm  this  objection  would  not  be  valid ;  but  and  that,  until  this  has  taken  place,  bodily 
the  fr^uencj  of  the  high  dtrbion  of  the  exertion  of  all  kinds  must  be  carefoUy 
brachial  artery  gives  it  considerable  weight  avoided. 

here.  In  such  a  case,  the  brachial  artery  What  is  to  be  done  when  hemorrfai^ 
being  exposed,  and  a  high  division  discovered,  oocura  from  the  wound  of  the  operation  ?  li 
the  pulsation  in  the  tumor  having  ceased,  the  quantity  of  blood  lost  has  not  been  great, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  discover  which  was  and  the  patient  not  much  weakened  by  it, 
the  wounded  vessel,  and  we  would  be  under  pressure,  and  patient  watching  by  a  dresser  or 
the  necessity  of  securing  both,  or  recurring  pupil,  should  first  be  tried.  No  doubt,  as  n 
to  the  old  operation.  On  the  other  hand,  general  rule,  one  profuse  bleeding  u  followed 
if  the  high  division  existed,  it  might  be  that  by  a  second,  and  that  by  a  third,  until  the 
only  one  branch  would  be  exposed  and  tied ;  patient  is  either  placed  in  safety  by  an  ope- 
that  might  be  the  wrong  one,  and  the  ope-  ration,  or  bleeds  to  death.  On  the  othev 
ration  rendered  useless.  I  would,  therefore,  hand,  as  it  is  true  that  pressure  occasionally 
lay  it  down  as  a  rule  in  traumatic  brachial  prevents  its  return,  it  ought,  under  the  dC' 
aneurism,  that  the  old  operation  muMt  be  cumstanoes  stated,  to  have  eae  trial.  The 
preferred  in  all  cases  in  which  the  anenris-  haemorrhage  which  ooenrred  in  O'Neil's 
mal  tumor  has  ceased  to  pulsate.  .  3d.  ease,  on  the  30Ch  of  August,  adds  another 
Because  the  pulsations  of  the  radial  and  to  the  instances  in  which  pressure  has  been 
ulnar  had  ceased  to  be  felt.  As  this  arose  successful.  To  it  may  be  added  No.  13  and 
from  tlie  increased  tension  of  the  limb,  18  in  the  tables — the  one  from  the  femoral, 
pressing  on  the  main  artery,  and  probably  the  other  from  the  external  carrotid. 
interfering  with  the  anastomosing  cireulation,  I  would  never  give  pressure  more  thaa 
there  was  some  danger  of  gangrene  attack*  one  fair  trial :  if  hemorrhage  take  placa 
ing  Uie  limb  after  the  Hunterian  operation,  a  second  time,  it  is  all  but  certain  that  it 
Hiis  risk  would  have  been  avoided  by  laying  will  a  third.  Few  patients  can  bear  these 
open  the  sac,  turning  out  the  dots,  and  re-  repeated  profrtse  bleedings,  and  we  may  sa« 
lieving  the  tension ;  all  consequent  on  the  orifice  our  patient  to  our  desire  to  avoid  an 
performance  of  the  old  operation.  It  is  but  operation.  The  time,  therefore,  for  opera- 
fair  to  say,  that  although  each  of  these  objec-  tion  is  not  later  than  the  seeond  bleeding, 
tions  seems  valid  and  reasonable,  none  of  and  may  be  earlier. 

them  is  supported  by  the  result  of  this  case,  The  Kind  qf  Operation, — ^No  operation 

there  having  been  no  haemorrhage  from  tlie  short  of  exposing  the  bleeding  point,  and 

open  sac,  and  no  gangrene  of  the  limbs.  applying  two  ligatures,  one  to  Uie  upper,  the 

The  second  point  of  practical  interest  is  other  to  the  lower  orifice,  can  be  trusted  to. 

the  hnmorrhage  from  the  wound  of  the  ope-  To  this  role  I  would  admit  of  no  exception, 

ration.      There  is  nothing  very  unusual  in  prorided  there  is  sufficient  space  between  the 

such  hicmorrhages,  but  the  peculiarities  in  bleeding  point  and  the  heart,  to  which  effi- 

this  case  were  theirfrequency ,  and  the  number  dent  pressure  can  be  applied  whilst  the  open 

of  open  mouths  which  required  ligature.     I  orifices  are  bdng  exposed  and  secured.     I 

feel  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  am  well  aware  that  many  good  suigeons  have 

latter  of  these  ;  but  the  most  probable  solu-  preferred  tying  the  artery  at  a  point  nearer 

tion  is,  that  there  was  a  high  division  of  the  the  heart  than  the  bleeding  spot ;  but  the 

artery,  and  that  I  exposed  the  vessels,  and  result  of  the  great  majority  of  such  cases  haa 

induded  both   in  the  same  ligature,  im-  been  the  return  of  the  haemorrhage  and  the 

mediately  below  the  point  of  bifurcation,  and  loss  of  the  limb  or  the  life  of  the  sufferer, 

while  they  were  still  contained  in  the  same  The  procedure  leoommended  is  more  diffi- 

sheath.    The  great  use  of  the  vessel  re-  cult,  but  this  must  yield  to  the  undoubted 

marked  at  the  time  of  the  operation  favours  &ot  that  no  other  can  be  trusted  to. 

this  view.     It  is  further  strengthened  by  In  no  other  operation,  where  the  artery  is 

there  being  an  unusual  distribution  of  the  large,  is  the  surgeon  more  at  the  merey  of  his 

vessd  in  the  left  arm.  assistants ;  so  much  so,  that  unless  efficient 

A  third  drcumstanoe  of  interest  is  found  assistants  can  be  procured,  it  ought  not  to  be 

in  the  late  period  at  which  the  hemorrhage  undertaken.    Almost  every  thing  depends 

occurred.    The  ligature  eame  away  on  the  on  arresting  the  flow  of  blood  into  the  vessel 

tenth  day :  daring  the  next  ten  dajs  all  at  the  wound.    To  effect  this,  careful  prea- 
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sore  must  be  applied  nearer  the  heart   to  row.    The  weapon  entered  the  middle  of  the 

arrest  the  direct  circulation,  and  farther  from  arm  at  its  forepart.    He  fointed  from  loss  of 

the  retrograde.   Few  assistants  are  possessed  blood.     The  woand  healed,  and  for  some 

of  sufficient  strength  of  fingers  to  continue  days  he  thought  no  more  of  it.     Soon  the 

the  pressure  securely  during  the  time  required  arm  began  to  swell  and  get  painftil.  He  went 

for  an  operation  which  must  always  be  more  into  hospital,  and  the  swelling  being  consi- 

or  less  tedious.     On  this  account  it  is  neces-  dered  an  abscess,  was  poulticed  and  punc- 

sary  to  have  two,  one  to  relieye  the  other,  tured  posteriorly.   Neither  pus  nor  blood  was 

The  surgeon  fteling  his  mind  at  ease  on  this  discharged.     In  this  state  I  saw  the  case,  and 

point,  may  proceed  leisurely  to  expose  the  on  carefUl  examination  having  discovered  that 

uppermost  part  of  the  brachial,  or  the  upper  the  swelling  pulsated,  and  having  taken  into 

third  of  the  femoral.    This  should  be  done  account  the  direction  of  the  wound,  I  consi- 

by  a  careful  dissection,  and  the  upper  orifice  dered  it  a  case  of  traumatic  aneurism,  and 

first  secured.     I  can  hardly  conceive  a  more  recommended  ligature  of  the  artery.    The 

proftise  or  embarrassing  <Uscharge  of  blood  operation  was  not  gone  into.   Some  days  after 

than  was  poured  into  the  wound  in  0*Neil's  I  was  again  asked  to  see  the  case.     It  had 

case,  from  four  large  orifices,  and  yet  the  made  very  rapid  progress  for  the  worse.  The 

fressure  on  the  subclavian  was  soefficient  that  arm  was  very  much  swelled,  oedematons,  and 

was  able  to  dissect  two  arteries  upwards  to  cold.    The  integuments  over  the  swelling 

near  the  margin  of  the  axilla,  and  secure  were  gangrenous,  and  the  appearance  of  the 

them,  with  tho  loss  of  a  very  few  ounces  of  parts  around  the  elbow  and  shoulder  indi- 

blood.  cated  a  threatened  and  rapid  extension  of  the 

Let  us  suppose,  however,'that  the  bleeding  mischief.    The  pulse  was  quick,    and  the 

?9int  is  so  situated  (as  the  femoral  close  to  tongue  dry.  It  was  necessary  to  do  some> 
oupart's  figament,)  that  there  is  no  room  thing,  and  that  immediately.  I  opposed  a 
for  efficient  pressure.  Then,  if  the  patient  proposal  to  remove  the  limb  at  the  shoulder- 
can  at  all  bear  it,  two  operations  are  nieces-  joint,  and  advised  that  the  integuments  should 
sary  to  place  him  in  safety — ^ligature  of  the  be  freely  laid  open  over  the  artery,  the  clots 
sound  artery  (in  this  case  the  external  iliac,)  of  blood  turned  out,  and  the  artery  tied  above 
followed  by  exposure  of  the  open  orifices  and  and  below  the  pouxt  where  I  believed  it  to  be 
the  application  of  a  ligature  to  each.  Short  wounded.  As  this  view  of  the  case  was  still 
of  this  he  is  not  safe.  Ifthis  cannot  be  done,  doubted,  I  was  asked  if  I  would  undertake 
we  must  be  satisfied  with  the  first  operation,  the  operation,  which  I  readily  agreed  to  do. 
and  careful  pressure  to  the  bleeding  wound.  A  very  finee  incision  was  made ;  immense 

In  the  24  cases  given  in  tiie  above  tables,  clots  of  blood  turned  out ;  the  wounded  ar- 

secondaiy  hasmorr^igetook  place  in  5  (more  tery,  when  exposed,  bled  very  f^ly.    The 

'  than  1  in  5  ;)  in  three  firom  Uie  wound  of  the  subdavian  was  steadily  and  efficiently  com- 

operation,  in  one  firom  the  bursting  of  the  pressed,  and  two  ligatures  were  appli(»l-— one 

sac,  and  in  one  from  the  original  wound.   In  above,  the  other  below  the  wound.    Pretty 

two  amputation  was  performed— one  died,  extenslTe  sloughing  of  the  integuments  fol- 

and  one  recovered.    In  one  (O'NeQ's  case)  lowed,  but  the  gangrene  ceased  to  extend, 

the  wound  was  re-opened  and  firesh  ligatures  and  the  patient  ultimately  did  well, 

applied  with  success.     In  two  pressure  was  T^  case  gives  an  epitome  of  the  progress 

trusted  to  vrith  success.     So  far  as  these  sta-  and  (so  far)  proper  treatment  of  diffuse  trau- 

tistics  go,  they  teach  us  to  give  pressure,  as  matic  aneurism.    In  the  early  stage,  when 

firm  as  safety  will  dlow,  one  fair  trial ;  that  the  pulsation  was  distinct  in  the  tumor,  and 

failing,  to  secure  the  vessel,  asabove  advised,  there  was  neither  suppuration  nor  gangrene, 

Amputation  can  seldom  be  justified  for  un-  the  Huoterian  operation  might  with  propriety 

complicated  hRmorrhage,  and  should  only  be  ha^c  been  performed,  and  was  the  operation 

performed  when  all  otiber  means  have  been  which  I  proposed.    In  the  later  stage,  when 

fUriy  tried  and  have  failed.  the  pulsation  in  the  tumor  and  at  the  wrist 

llie  following  case  occurred  early  in  my  had  ceased,  and  gangrene  had  set  in,  the 

practice,  but  as  it  illustrates  still  farther  the  Hunterian  would  have  aggravated  the  evil, 

subject  under  discussioni  I  may  be  excused  «nd  hurried  the  death  of  the  whole  limb, 

relatiiig  it : —  The  only  chance  of  preserving  the  limb  lay 

Cask  14. — June,  1825. — I  was  asked  by  |n  the  old  operation,  accompanied  by  free 

a  medical  friend  to  see  a  case  in  his  regl-  incision,  and  removal  of  all  dots  of  blood, 

mental  hospital,  under  the  following  drcum-  ^^  latter  part  of  the  procedure  removed 

stances : — A  bullock-driver,  while  herding  distension,  and  allowed  the  collateral  vessels 

some  of  the  Hon.  East  India  Company's  bul-  to  renew  tiie  drcnlation. 

locks  in  the  south-west  of  India,  was  attacked  Hoore  Flaoe^  Glasgow,  December,  1842. 
by  a  party  of  one  of  the  neighbouring  moun- 

tidn  teibes ;  his  cattle  were  carried  off,  and  ' 
he  left,  wounded  in  the  right  arm  by  an  ar- 
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'DVDrhDTG  incrcaaed  dulneaa  in  the  cardiac  regton.  The 

KlSfUKlb.  tongue  U    dry  and    furred  ;    ahe  U  very 

By  Alfrkd  J.  Tapson,  thirsty,  but  haa  no  appetite ;  the  bowels 

Univeraity  GoUege  Hoq>ital,  IMS.  costive.     The  catamenia  appeared  slightly 

___  yesterday,  which  ia  a  fortnight  before  the 

Cask  v.^^cicre  ortteuwr  rAewfiuiritnt,  iig|»nU|. 

tffecting  nearly    all    the    large  joinh,  ^T^b*    a  f%  - 

attended  with  connderable  eymptomatie        ^'  ^' •*  ^S^y*   .    ^  ..  w  *     i  i 

fever,  and   etmplicated   with  a  eevere        9>  Calon1el.gr.v3.;  Opii.gr.  aa.  M.f.pdula 

attack  ofendoearditii  and  pericarditis^        „  "^  "f?^*».***»''"'*°*^-  ,    «,  ^  o- 

cured  by  bleeding,  calomel,  opium,  coU        ^  VmiColchici,niixv.;  Sod.  Tart,  gij.; 

cMcum,Src.  Miat  Camph.,  Aqu«,  aa  f5«..    M.  f. 

'  ^  haustus  8v&.  qu&qne  hor&  aamcndna. 

Anns  Hicks,  Ktat.  20,  admitted  May  16th,  Low  diet. 

1842.  under  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  WiUiama.     A        As  soon  aa  twelve  ouncca- of  blood  were 

aingle  woman,   of  moderate  conformation,  ^^^  ^^  f^^^^^^ .  ij  reUeved  the  pain,  and 

fair  complexion,  and  naturally  rather  pale,  diminished  the  heat  of  the  skin  a  Uitle.  The 

Her  habits  have  always  been  regular,  and  y^^  ^„  ^^^  ^^  c„ppea. 
her  health  good.     She  is  a  servant,  and  in        j^      17th.— The  pains  in  the  joints  are 

her  last  place  acted  as  kitchen-maid.     She  ^^jn         ^^^^  ^^  ^^  tendemcse  extreme, 

has  never  had  rheumatism  before,  nor  any  gj^^^  ^^^  evening  she  has  had  great  pain  and 

severe  ilhiess.     Her  mother  died  of  disease  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  and 

of  the  chest;  her  father  is  healthy,  except  ^^er  the  left  breast,  much  increased  by 

bemg  frequently  troubled  with  rhenmatiam  ^^j^j      ^  jeep  breath,  or  by  pressure ;  and 

inhisfingere;  and  one  aUter  of  her's  is  also  there  is  dulness  on  percussion  up  to  the 

very  subject  to  rheumatism.  third  rib.    The  first  sound  of  the  heart  ia 

The  pn»cnt  attack  commenced  on  tiie  9th  .ccompanied  by  a  diatinct  loud   murmur, 

mstant.     The  day  before  that  she  bad  been  ^^  there  is  a  alight  clicking  friction  sound 

much  heated  with  work ;  and  to  cool  herself  j,^,^^  between  the  left  breast  and  the  sternum 

went  into  a  cold  scuUery,  paved  with  stone,  ^t  the  commencement  of  the  first  sound, 

and  sat  down  on  the  floor.     The  first  symp-  fj^^  worhce  of  the  body  is  very  b  t;  the 

toms  were  a  feeling  of  general  weakness  and  ^^  ^gO  and  sharp ;  the  breathing  hurried ; 

lassitude,  with  slight  aching  paina  in  the  {j^^  tongue  very  dry.  and  a  good  deal  furred ; 

anklea ;  these  were  soon  anoceeded  by  cold  the  bowels  not  opened  yet ;  the  urine  not 

chiUs,  alteraated  withflushes  of  heat,  anorexia,  ^^j^ty  nor  high  coloured ;  its  specific  gravity 

thiret,  &c.     Still,  however,  she  managed  to  ^  1020.  a  is  not  albuminous,  and  contains 

continue  at  her  work  untU  the  14th,  when,  ^  copious  flooculent  sediment.  At  10  o'clock 

in  addition  to  the  above  symptoms,  her  j^^  ^^^  ^^^  ordered— 
handa,    wrists,    and    kneea,    became    hot,         u*    j*        •kt  ^    s  ^^^:.     ix-«.* 

swollc;.  and  piinful ;  and  Ae  waa  obliged  to        Hirudmes.  No  x   reglom  cordis.    Haust. 
take  to  her  bed.     Last  evening  she  had  a  domesticus  statim. 

severe  pain  in  the  hypogaatrium,  in  conse-  And  as  the  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart 

quenoe  of  not  having  been  able  to  paas  any  vaa  not  much  relieved,  at  3  o'clock  she  was 

water  for  about  twenty  hours,  although  ahe  ordered — 

had  frequent  desire  to  do  so :    thU  was        RepeUtur  V.  S.  ad  f^xij.     Stetim  repe- 
relieved  by  her  passing  about  two  pints  of  tatur    haust.  dpmest.      Sumatur    pil. 

dark-coloured  urine.     On  the  14th  she  took  calomel.  6tis  horis  vice  bis  die.   Pergat 

a  dose  of  castor-oU,  which  operated  freely  misture.     Cras  mane  si  perstiterit  dolor 

on  her  bowels,  and  she  haa  since  had  some  Uteris  admov.  hirud.  No.  xij. 

medicine  from  a  surgeon ;  but  continuing  to        The  blood   waa   extremely  cupped    and 

get  worse,  she  came  to  the  hospital.  buifed ;  the  clot  very  firm  and  amooth ;  and 

The  present  symptoms  are  aa  follows : —  on  its  upper  surface  were  some  small  trana- 

She  lies  on  her  back,  with  all  her  limbs  parent  flakes  uf  lymph, 
extended,  and  screams  if  she  is  moved  at  all,         18th. — ^The  leeches  have  not  been  applied, 

from  the  pain  it  causes.    The  countenance  aa  the  pain  is  almost  gone  from  th'e^  side, 

has  a  very  anxious  expression.     She  com-  She   looks  much   better;  countenance  leaa 

plains  of  a  very  severe  pain  across  the  loins ;  anxious  ;    posture    less  constrained  ;    akin 

also  in  the  hands,  wrists,  feet,  ankles,  and  nearly  natural ;  pulse  only  84,  and  neither 

knees.  especiMlly  the  knees :  all  these  joints  sharfi  nor  resisting,  but  still  pretty  full ;  the 

are  swollen  considerably,  have  a  slight  blush  swelling,  rednesft.  and  pain  of  the  joints  very 

of  redness  over  them,  feel  very  hot,  and  are  much  diminished ;  also  the  dulness  over  the 

exceedingly  tender  and  painful  when  touched,  region  of  the  heart  is  less  extensive,  and  the 

The   skin    generally  feels   hot.    the   pulae  murmur  with   the  first  sound   rather  less 

108  and  full ;  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  is  rough.    The  bowels  have  been  well  opened. 
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19tb. — ^Tbere  is  still  tenderness  over  the 
heart  and  below  the  left  breast ;  the  murmar 
with  the  first  sound  is  less,  and  there  ia  no 
friction-sound  ;  poise  84  ;  tongne  moist,  but 
furred,  and  the  g^ms  are  rather  tender  and 
swollen,  and  the  breath  has  a  slightly  mer- 
curial foetor. 

AdmoT.  Hirud.  No.  ▼].  infra  mammam 
Sinistram;  Repetatur  pilula  bis  die 
tantum,  pergat  mistura. 

21st. — Has  very  little  pain  in  the  joints, 
excepting  the  right  wrist  and  the  knees; 
none  on  the  left  side,  or  oyer  the  heart ;  the 
extent  of  dulness  is  nearly  natural ;  the 
murutur  with  the  first  sound  is  still  distinct, 
but  much  less  lond  than  it  was ;  it  is  most 
distinct  at  the  base  of  the  heart,  and  is  pro- 
pagated along  the  course  of  the  great  arte- 
ries ;  the  breathing  is  natural ;  feels  faint  if 
she  moves  about,  and  gets  palpitation  of  the 
heart;  the  pulse  72,  rather  sharp  but  qui^e 
compressible  ;  bowels  rather  purged  ;  urine 
plentiful,  natural  in  appearance,  &c.,  but 
contains  a  considerable  quantity  of  urea,  for 
on  adding  an  equal  volume 'of  nitric  acid  to 
a  portion  of  it  the  colour  is  deepened,  and 
gas  evolved,  and,  on  cooling,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  crystals  of  nitrate  of  urea  are  formed. 

Sumatur  pilula  omni  nocte  tantum. 

23d. — Has  no  pain  anywhere;  all  the 
joints  feel  stiff,  but  she  can  move  them  with- 
out pain ;  fkce  very  pale,  and  die  has  got 
much  thinner ;  appetite  returning. 

Omitt.  Pilulse. 

24th. — Had  a  alight  return  of  pain  in  the 
knees  last  evening,  but  it  is  gone  again  to- 
day ;  pulse  66  ;  urine  moderate  in  quantity, 
sp.  gr.  1013,  reaction  acid ;  the  quantity  of 
urea  is  diminished,  though  still  in  excess, 
and  there  is  also  an  excess  of  lithic  acid. 

26th. — Says  she  feels  quite  well  now ; 
palpitation  much  less,  and  she  does  not  feel 
giddy  now  on  getting  out  of  bed ;  has  rather 
more  colour  in  the  face  and  lips ;  appetite 
good ;  tongue  covered  with  a  white  fur ; 
bowels  regular ;  urine  free,  sp.  gr.  1018 ;  no 
apparent  excess  of  urea  or  of  lithic  acid,  but 
an  excess  of  the  phosphates. 

Adde  hausttts  Potass.  led.  gr.  ij.   Middle 
diet. 

28th. — Is  going  on  very  well,  but  is  mu(;h 
ansmiated  and  very  weak ;  the  murmur 
with  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  is  rather 
louder,  probably  from  the  anaemia ;  there  is 
a  distinct  venous  murmur  to  be  heard  over 
tlie  jugular  veins ;  the  frequency  of  the  pulse 
is  much  increased  by  making  her  sit  upright 
in  bed ;  feels  very  hungry ;  bowels  rather 
confined ;  urine  apparently  natural. 

Habeat.  pUulse.  Aloes  c.  Myrrha  gr.  y. 
omni  nocte.     Omittatur  haustos. 

R  Potass.  lod.  gr.ij* ;  Sodae.  Tart.  9ij. ; 


Infos.  Quassia  Aquae ;  aa.  f^ss. ;  fiat 
haustus  ter  die  sumendus.  One  or 
two  eggs  allowed  daily. 

30th. — Complains  of  nothing  except 
weakness ;  got  op  yesterday,  but  could  not 
stay  up  more  than  about  ten  minutes ;  im- 
proving in  appearance ;  pulse  68,  fuller  and 
stronger. 

31st. — Movement  causes  less  palpitation 
than  it  did,  and  she  does  not  feel  dizzy  when 
she  sits  up  in  bed ;  but  this  increases  the 
heart's  action  and  also  the  murmur  with  the 
first  sound ;  the  venous  murmur,  is  diminish- 
ing ;  bowels  still  costive. 

Omittantur  pilulae  et  haustus. 

R  PU.  Camboj.  Comp.  gr.  v.  omni  nocte. 

|t,  Ferri  lodid.  gr.  j. ;  Infns.  Qoassiee, 
Aquae.  Cinnam.  aa.  f^vj.  ;  Tinct^ 
Humuli,  f^ss. ;  M.  f.  haust.  tef  die 
sumend.     Full  diet. 

June  1st. — Is  silting  up  ;  feels  quite  well ; 
bowels  not  opened  since  29th. 

Statim  sumat  Haustus  Sennae. 

4tb. — Has  more  colour  in  the  face,  and  is 
gaining  flesh  and  strength ;  the  murmur 
with  the  first  sounds  and  also  the  venous 
murmur,  are  quite  distinct,  but  much  less 
than  they  were;  tongue  clean;  appetite 
good ;  bowels  regular ;  urine  natural ;  has 
no  pain  or  stiffness  in  the  limbs. 

Discharged  cured. 

Rkmarkb. — ^The  diagnosis  of  the  disease 
was  suflSdently  clear :  a  single  glance  at  the 
patient  as  she  lay  in  bed  was  almost  enough 
to  inform  us  of  the  name  of  the  disease :  the 
position  on  the  back,  with  the  limbs  ex- 
tended, the  anxious  appearance  of  the 
countenance,  and  the  shrinking  from  being 
touched,  are  almost  distinctive  of  acute 
rheumatism.  The  symptoms  present  were 
those  of  a  considerable  amount  of  inflamma- 
tory fever,  with  severe  local  inflammation  of 
most  of  the  joints;  end  also  there  was 
apparently  commencing  inflammation  of  the 
endocardium  and  pericardium,  as  indicated 
by  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  being  rough 
and  prolonged,  and  the  increased  dulness  in 
the  region  of  the  heait.  That  these  symp- 
toms depended  on  rheumatic  fever  was 
apparent ;  first,  from  the  mode  in  which  the 
attack  came  on — ^which  was  that  which  is 
most  common  in  this  disease,  viz.  a  pre- 
monitory attack  of  fever,  indicated  by  rigors, 
followed  by  heat  of  skin,  thirst,  anorexia, 
languor,  &c.~  before  the  disease  shewed 
itself  decidedly  in  the  joints :  secondly,  from 
the  number  of  parts  affected,  and  these 
chiefly  the  large  joints,  wrists,  and  knees, 
which  woold  distinguish  it  from  gout  i  the 
character  of  the  fever,  also,  would  distin- 
guish it  from  ordinary  fiever,  the  intellect 
being  perfectly  cle*r  and  the  sensibility  ex- 
cessive :  and  thirdly,  the  cause  also  was  that 
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of  Theomatism,  vil.  the  application  of  cold  after  the  bleeding,  inasmuch  as  the  limbs 

to  the  surface  of  the  body  at  the  time  that  it  remained  as  much  inflamed  as  before,  but 

was  greatly  heated ;   the  attack   evidently  the  disease  had  increased  greatly  in  the  heart, 

depended  on  some  constitutional  cause,  both  Dr.  Williams  stated,  in  his  clinical  lecture 

from  the  preceding  and  accompanying  fever,  on  the  case,  that  .a  great  many  cases  are 

and  the  number  of  joints  affected.    The  called  metastasis  from  the  limbs  to  the  heart, 

disease  was,  therefore,  clearly  acute  rhea-  which,   in     reality,  are   no    such   thing  ; 

matism,  and  belonged  to  the  c&ffused  articn-  and  he  explained  the  way  in  which  the  mis- 

lar  variety,  which  usually  attacks  the  larger  take  occurs,    thus  : — "  Acute  rheumatism 

joints  chiefly,  as  in  this  case,  affects  all  Uie  cannot  generally  be  removed  by  bleeding 

tissues  of  the  joints,  and  is  less  peculiarly  alone ;  £is  may  remove  the  common  inflam- 

rheumatic  inflammation  than  some  of  the  mation,  but  as  it  does  not  remove  the  spe- 

other  forms.  cific  exciting  cause  of  rheumatic  inflamma- 

We  pass  on  now  to  notice  the  affection  of  tion,  this  wUl  probably  recommence  as  soon 
the  heart,  which,  on  the  day  after  her  ad-  as  reaction  comes  on  ;  it  may  not  recur  in 
mission,  had  assumed  a  marked  character,  the  same  parts ;  it  may  have  been  driven 
The  general  eymptome  of  disease  of  the  from  the  limbs  but  not  from  the  heart,  where 
heart  were  (besides  the  symptoms  of  general  it  is  more  likely  to  continue  and  to  recur 
fever  already  enumerated),  the  anxious  ex-  than  elsewhere,  and  in  this  way  it  happens 
pression  of  the  countenance,  which  is  very  that,  after  bleeding  has  removed  the  symp- 
commonly  present,  the  frequent  sharp  and  toms  from  the  limbs,  those  in  the  heart 
strong  pulse,  the  hurried  respiration,  and  become  more  prominent,  and  are  more  com- 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  increased  by  plained  of  because  they  alone  are  then  felt.'' 
pressure  or  by  a  deep  inspiration — the  last  This  case  shews  that  the  heart  may  become 
is  by  no  means  a  constant  symptom  of  in-  affected  before  it  is  indicated  by  any  obvious 
flammatory  affections  of  the  membranes  of  symptom,  butthe  physical  ngns  will  always  be 
the  heart ;  where  it  i^present  it  is  valuable  discoverable  by  the  proper  use  of  the  stetiios- 
as  tending  to  attract  the  attention  to  what  cope  and  percussion ;  here  there  was  in- 
might  otherwise  pass  unheeded — and  the  creased  dnlness,  and  a  long  and  rough  first 
fact  of  its  inconstancy  should  lead  us,  in  all  sound,  before  there  was  any  pain, 
cases  of  acute  rheumatism,  to  use  the  stetho-  What  were  the  indications  for  treatment  ? 
scope,  as,  according  to  BouiUaud,  either  The  attack  was  acutely  inflammatory ;  there- 
pericarditis  or  endocarditis  occurs  in  more  fore,  active  antiphlogbtlc  measures  were 
than  half  the  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  :  called  for,  and  as  a  primary  step,  in  all  such 
and  Dr.  Williams  stated,  in  his  Lectures  cases,  there  should  be  general  blood-letting, 
published  in  the  Mkdical  Gazkttb  in  where  there  is  nothing  to  oontraindicate 
1838,  that  he  had  found  signs  of  endocar-  this ;  but  in  this  disease,  large  blood-letting 
ditis,  or  pericarditis,  or  both,  in  "fullv  is  neither  necessary  norusdul,  as  in  soaie 
three-fourths  of  the  cases  of  rheumatism '  others.  Dr.  Williams  stated  that  about 
which  he  had  examined.  twelve  ounces  in  females,  and  sixteen  in 

The  physical  eigne  were,  dulness  on  per-  males,  is  as  much  as  should  be  taken  at 

cusdon,  extending  up  to  the  third  rib,  a  once.  In  this  case  twelve  ounces  were  taken, 

loud  filing  murmur  accompanying  the  first  and  this  amount  produced  faintness    and 

sound  of  the  heart,  heard  most  distinctly  nausea.    Next,  as  regards  medicines,  the 

from  the  middle  to  the  top  of  the  sternum,  combination  of  calomel  and  opium  seems  to 

also  in  the  neck,  and,  in  addition,  a  slight  be  the  best  in  these  acute  cases,  letting  the 

clicking  friction-sound,  heard  between  the  former  or  the  latter  preponderate  according 

left  breast  and  the  sternum  at  the  commence-  as  the  inflammatory  or  nervous  symptoms  are 

ment  of  the  first  sound.    These  symptoms  most  prominent :  the  calomel  is  the  main 

and  signs  demonstrated  the  existence  of  a  remedy,  acting  we  presume  on  the  blood,  n- 

considerable    amount  of  endocarditis   and  ducmg  its  adhesive  properties,  and  causing 

pericarditis.    There  had  evldentiy  been  some  the  expulsion  of  the  maieriee  morbi:   it 

lymph  thrown  out  on  the  aortic  valves,  or  should  be  given  in  full  doses,  so  as  not  to 

^ae  deposited  on  them  from  the  inflamed  irritate  the  bowels  too  much,  but  to  affect 

blood,  which  caused  a  slight  obstruction  to  the  system  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  for 

the  flow  of  the  blood  from  the  ventricle  into  as  soon  as  this  is  done   the  inflammatory 

the  aorta:  there  had  also  been  lymph  effVised  symptoms  generally  abate  very  decidedly, 

into  the  pericardium,  apparently  (judging  At  ^is  time  she  was  ordered  calomd  (gr.  vi.) 

ftom  the  situation  of  the  friction-sound)  and  opium  (gr.  ss.)  twice  a  day,  and  in  ad- 

about  the  auricles,  which  is  its  most  common  dition  a  saline  draught,  with  colcfaicum  :  the 

situation ;    and  there  was  also  effusion  of  colchicum  is  of  less  importance  at  this  period 

serum,  causing    the  increased  dulness  on  of  the  disease,  than  later,  or  whoi  the  in« 

percussion.  flammation  partakes  more  strongly  <^  the 

In  this  case  the  inflammation    of  the  rheumatic  character, 

heart  could  not  lie  ascribed  to  metastasis  The  next  morning  all  the  symptoms  were 
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increased  in  lereiity,  especially  those  re-  The  colchicum  was  soon  after  omitted* 

ferrible  to  the  heart ;  leeches  were  therefore  and  a  mild  bitter  tonic  substituted,  as  a 

applied  to  the  region  of  the  heart  in  the  preliminary   step   to  the  administration  of 

morning,  and  a  purgative  draught  given  to  more  powerful  tonics.     After  this  the  mur- 

open  the  bowels :  this  is  an  important  object  murs  both  diminished ;  the  venous  murmur, 

to  attain  as  an  auxiliary  measure :  we  have  "  bruit  de  diable,"  passing  through  the  stage 

Fcen  many  cases  in  the  hospital  during  the  of  "  bruit  de  mouche"  before  she  was  dis- 

last  winter  (1841  •2),   where  striking  im-  charged,  when  it  was  almost  inaudible  except 

provements  took  place  as  soon  as  the  bowels  under  the  influence  of  temporary  excitement 

were  freely  oi>ened.     In  the  afternoon  Dr.  of  the  heart's  action.     On  the  3 1st,  the  other 

Williams  saw  her,  and  as  the  symptoms  had  medicines  were  omitted,  and  iodide  of  iron 

been  very  little  relieved,  and  the  pulse  was  ordered  with  a  bitter  tincture  and  infusion, 

120,  full  and  sharp,  he  ordered  the  bleeding  and  full  diet. 

by  the  arm  to  be  repeated ;  the  calomel  to  She  was  discharged  cured  on  the  4th 
be  given  every  six  hours,  and  the  other  medi-  June,  that  is,  in  nineteen  days  from  the  day 
cines  to  be  continued,  so  as  to  call  into  of  her  admission ;  or,  reckoning  the  dura- 
action  all  the  emunctories  of  the  body  to  aid  tion  of  her  illness  from  the  time  she  was 
in  the  expulsion  of  the  disease  from  the  attacked  with  symptoms  of  fever  to  the 
system.  time  at  which  she  was  ordered  better  diet, 

The  effect  of  these  different  means  was  it  was  seventeen  days.  The  short  duration 
most  strikingly  seen  by  the  next  morning,  of  so  severe  an  attack  we  must  attribute  to 
and  from  t£ds  time  the  improvement  was  the  early  and  active  measures  that  were  re- 
rapid,  and  almost  uninterrupted :  the  blood  sorted  to  in  the  very  commencement  of  the 
was  much  more  cupped  and  buffed  than  that  affection  of  the  heart.  Had  not  the  bleed* 
taken  at  the  first  bleeding ;  the  pulse,  es-  ing  been  repeated  as  it  was,  she  would  pro- 
pecially,  was  very  much  improved,  being  re-  bably  have  suffered  much  more  severely  in 
duced  in  24  hours  from  120  to  84  in  a  the  heart,  more  permanent  mischief  would 
minute,andevery!other  symptom, general  and  have  residted,  and  the  illness  have  lasted  a 
local,  was  decidedly  improved.   On  the  19th,  much  longer  time. 

as  the  friction  sound  was  not  quite  gone,  six  Hie  urine  did  not  in  this  case  undergo  the 
leeches  were  applied,  and  the  calomel  ordered*  usual  changes  in  appearance  and  chemical 
only  twice  a  day,  and  from  this  time  there  constitution  in  at  all  the  same  marked  man- 
were  no  inflammatory  symptoms  in  the  heart,  ner  as  we  have  observed  it  in  many  other 
with  the  exception  of  the  murmur  in  the  cases  of  rheumatism ;  there  was,  however,  a 
aortic  valves,  the  consequence  of  the  endocar-  great  excess  of  urea  for  several  days,  and  an 
ditis,  and  this  was  not  likely  to  disappear,  excess  of  lithic  acid ;  and  these  ceased  as 
The  calomel  was  continued  for  some  time  soon  as  the  disease  was  pretty  well  eradi- 
after  the  gums  were  made  tender,  on  account  cated. 

of  the  great  tendency  in  this  disease  to  return  The  eauaet  of  the  disease  were  both  pre- 

until  &e  whole  of  the  cause  is  eliminated  disposing  and  exciting.     She  was  heredlta- 

from  the  body.  rily  predisposed  to  rheumatism,  her  father 

The  murmur  with  the  first  sound  of  the  being  frequently  attacked  with  it,  and  her 

heart    gradually  diminished  till  about  the  sister  also  suffering  a  good  deal  from  the 

27th  May,  when  there  was  a  gfeat  amount  of  same  disease. 

aniemia ;  this  cannot  be  wondered  at,  if  we  The  immediate  exciting  cause  was,  her 
^  consider  that  she  had  lost  more  than  thirty  having  gone  from  a  hot  kitchen,  where  she 
*  ounces  of  blood,  and  also  that  the  disease  it-  had  been  working  till  she  had  fatigued  her- 
self is  one  which  is  extremely  apt  to  be  self,  into  a  cold  scullery,  and  there  sittmg 
followed  by  anemia :  the  ansemia  vras  mani-  down  upon  the  stone  floor  to  cool  herself — 
fested  by  her  general  appearance,  by  the  a  proceeding  as  likely  to  insure  an  attack  of 
existence  of  a  venous  murmur  in  the  jugular  rheumatism,  where  a  predisposition  to  it 
▼eins,  by  the  great  change  in  the  frequency  existed,  as  any  we  can  well  imagine, 
of  the  pulse,  produced  by  change  of  posture  The  prognotit  was  at  first  very  unfavour- 
from  lying  to  sitting,  and  also  by  the  loudness  able  as  to  the  duration  and  the  effects  likely 
of  the  murmur  with  the  first  sound  of  the  to  be  produced  in  the  heart ;  but  in  a  few 
heart  being  increased,  in  consequence  of  days  it  assumed  a  more  favourable  aspect ; 
the  thin  fluid  that  was  then  circulating,  being  and  this  was  strengthened  by  the  disease 
much  more  easily  thrown  into  sonorous  vi-  being  of  the  diffused  articular  variety,  which 
bration  than  blood  of  the  natural  density,  is  less  peculiarly  rheumatic  in  its  diaracter 
The  colchicum  was  continued  after  the  than  the  other  varieties,  and  therefore  pro- 
calomel,  and  iodide  of  potassixun  added,  both  portionally  more  amenable  to  treatment ; 
to  remove  any  remains  of  tbe  inflammation,  and  also,  it  was  the  patient's  first  attack, 
and  also  to  aid  the  absorption  of  the  lymph  which  tended  to  render  it  still  more  simply 
that  had  been  effused  in  Uie  heart.  inflammatory  than  it  would  otherwise  have 
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been ;  and  to  thu  character  we  may  perhaps  complacent  doctor's  yaunted  nnz  Tomica 

ascribe  the  fact  of  the  appearances  in  the  was  administered ;  so  that  this  event  did  not 

nrine  being  less  characteristic  than  usual,  prove  that  he  **  was  right  in  his  opinion." 

As  regards  the  influence  which  the  slight  It  is  verj  extraordinary  that  Dr.  Curie 

disease  produced  in  the  heart  may  have  upon  should,  throughout  the  disease,  have  per- 

her  future  health,  and  the  duration  of  her  sisted  that  the  case  was  one  of  inflammation 

life,  much  will  depend  on  the  care  she  takes  of  the  brain  coupled  with  gastro-enteritis 

of  herself  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  attack,  [very    like     Broussais's  almost   exploded 

to  which  she  will  be  very  liable.  theory]  ;  but  that  he  never  once  hinted  at 

the  probability  of  the  existence  of  ••  soften- 

TinibirpnPATHV  uig  of  the  brain,"  which,  he  says,  "oonld 

nUMUiUi'Aliix.  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  y^  doubted"— a  very  con- 

venient  assertion,  after  the  post-mortem  ez- 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  amination  had  disclosed  its  reality. 

g  "  The  acute  disease  had  already  existed  a 

*  fortnight  before  it  was  recognised."     Itcer- 

IT  IS  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  I  enter  Mainly  was  not  recognized  as  inflammation  of 

upon  the  discussion  of  the  case  of  a  pnvate  ^^  ^^^^  ^y^h  Dr.  Curie  pronounced  to 

patient,  and  espeaaUy  of  that  of  a  lady  so  y^  ^^  disease,  but  which  the  post-mortem 

exalted  m  station,  and  so  endued  with  every  examination  completely  disproved, 

exoellrat  quaUty ,  as  the  late  Countess  pf— -.  with  n»ard  to  the  stimulanto  employed. 

Dr.  Cune,  it  appears,  has  not  perceived  the  i  ^^y  ^y^^^  ^^  when  1  ordered  one  glass 

mdehcacy  of  so  domg  to  the  fullest  extent ;  ^{  ^^^  /^q^  ,.  ^Qn\  ^  ^^  t^ken,  the  pulse 

and  as  you  have  in  your  last  number  inserted    ,^   remarkably   weak.      Lady com- 

a  long  egotistical  letter  from  him,  partly  pUined  of  violent  pain  suddenly  shifting  from 

reflecting  on  my  professional  reputation,  I  one partoftheheadtoanother,anda8  suddenly 

trust  you  will  do  me  the  justice,  being  the  ceasing  altogether.    The  effect  of  thU  glass 

reguUr  physician  to  the  fcmily,  to  give  mser-  ^f  ^jj^  ^„^  ^hat  she  in  a  few  minutes  be- 

tion  to  the  following  remarks,  which  I  will  ^a^^  entirely  free  from  pain,  and  felt  so  well 

makeas  briefly  as  possible.  that  she  took  a  drive.     Surely  these  were 

Lady-— informed  me  (hat  die  had  con-  *  ^,4  ^^  symptoms  of  "  meningitis."     The 

suited  Dr.  Cune  m  March  1840,  and  stated  ^^^^   g^^  ^^^^  i„  the  night  were  given 

that  she  felt  his  advice  could  not  be  followed  without  my  knowledge  or  sanction,    and 

by  any  but  those  of  th j  strongest  constitu-  ^q^jj  ^f  course  not  have  been  aUowed  except 

tion.     I  agre^  with  her  Ladyship,   as  I  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^f  ^^e  drcuUtion  as  I  had 

certamly  oould  not  "  adopt  Dr.  Cune's  observed  the  day  before, 

views"  of  making  his  patients  drink  cold  ^t  the  time  the  "  broth  and  coflfee"  (to 

water  alone  when  affroted  with  an  acute  ^^ich  the  continuance  of  tiie  convulsions  is 

diSMse,   and  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  erroneously  attributed  by  Dr.  Curie)  were 

Bvoidmg  aU  stimulants  when  in  pretty  good    administered.  Lady could  not  be  said 

health.     In  tiie  case  to  which  I  refer,  on  the  ^  ^e  entirely  under  homoeopatiiic  treatment, 

eontoary,  ftvm  my  knowle<^  of  her  Lady-    as  Lord ,  in  his  anxiety,  hesiuted  for  a 

ship  s  constitution,  I  consider  that  the  sti-  y^^  between  Uie  adoption  of  tiie  two  sys- 

mulants  so  moderately  tdcen  by  her  were  ^^3.     proifl   tins   period  to  tiiat  of  the 

the  means  of  prnervmg  her  health.     Such  accouchement  no  nutriment  wasgiven,ason 

was  tiie  laxness  of  her  habit,  tiiat  her  former  ^^  absence  of  it  Dr.  Curie  decUred  tiiat 

aooonchenr  will,  I  feel  oonfldent,  testify  that  gafetv  depended. 

two  days  after  one  of  her  confinements  he  jj^  y^^  Ladyship's    confinement    the 

was  compelled,  in  order  to  save  life,   to  ^^  ^wen  were  visibly  giving  way,  and  it 

administer  meat  wid  port  wme,  and  that  a  became  imperative  tiiat  nourishment  should, 

fortnight  afterwards  he  sent  her  out  in  an  witiioutloss  of  time,  be  administered.     Dr. 

open  carnage  m  the  depth  of  wmter.  q^^^^  strongly  resisted  its  being  given,  but 

I  proceed  to  notice  Dr.  Cune  s  sUtemente.  ^s  it  was  evident  to  all  tiie  attendants  that 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  case  "  m    ,he  was  dying.  Lord requested  that  the 

March  1840,    Dr.  Curie  s  gratmtous  asser-  accoucheur  and  1  should  act  according  to 

tion  that  gastro-enteritis  amtinued  to  exist  the  best  of  our  judgment.     We  accordingly 

up  to  the  pcnod  of  tiie  fatal  attack,  I  regard  g^ve  some  strong  broth,  and  even  brandy 

as  pure  conjecture ;  as  tiie  symptoms  dunng  ^^   ^^ter,  and  succeeded  in   rousing  the 

that  intenral  denoted  no  such  disease.  fleeting  powers  of  Ufc.     Her  Ladyship  ral- 

**  The  convulsive  attacks  mcrnsed  ra-  Ued,  and  lived  about  an  hour  longer ;  but  at 

pidly,  until  my  attoidanoe  was  desired.  length,  without  a  return  of  the  convulsions 

This  IS  mcorreet.    They  had  sensibly  dimi-  ^^  l«morrhage  (both  of  which  were  pre- 

nished  m  violence  and  frequency  under  the  dieted  by  Dr.  Curie),   and  stiU  remaining 

employment  of  atramonium,  before  the  self-  jnacnsible  she  sank. 
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Dr.  Curie  finding  that  his  opinion  waa  the  occaaiona  referred  to  under  my  jiol«  cans ; 
OTemiled,|abraptly  quitted  the  house,  without  Mr.  Barnea  having  had  nothing  whatever  to 
atating  hia  intention  to  any  one  present ;  do  with  the  matter.    It  ia  quite  correct  that 
thua  leaving  the  responaibility  of  the  caae  her  Ladyship  nearly  lost  her  life  in  her  con- 
wholly  on  the  accoucheur  and  myself.     Thia,  finement  eighteen  months  ago ;  but  the  cause 
■ooording  to  professional  etiquette,  and,  to  was  a  violentand  most  alarming  hsemorrhage. 
use  his  own  worda,  *'  a  aense  of  duty,"  he  I  need  not  say  that  on  this  occasion,  the  caae 
ought  to  have  shared  with  us.     He  could,  being  under  my  entire  management,  meana 
therefore,   have  no  reason  to  complain  of  more  energetic    than  those    furnished    by 
**  not    having    been  called"   to  the  poat-  homoeopathy  were  sedulously  employed.     I 
mortem  examination  of  a  patient  whom  he  may  state  further  that  I  have  never  oonsi- 
had  deserted  whilst  living. — I  am,  sir,  dered  her  Ladyship's    rapid    recovery  on 
Your  obedient  servant,  either  of  the  occasions  in  which  I  attended 
Hakrib  Donsvord,  M.D.  her  to  be  due  in  any  way  "  to  thehomoeopa- 
»,  Somerset  Street,  Portman  Square,  thic  treatment  during  the  period  of  gesta- 
Feb.  6,  IMS.  tion." 

I   trust  to  your  usual  candour  for  the 

earliest  insertion  of  this  letter,  and  remain 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  .        Your  obedient  servant, 

SiK,  George  Fincham. 

Mr  attention  having  been  called  to  a  letter  Spring  Gardens,  Feb.  2, 1843. 

in  the  Medical  Gazette  of  the  27th  ult., 

signed  M.  D.,  in  which  allusion  is  made  to  NOTE  FROM  DR.  REID. 

a    "Mr.  F        ,    accoucheur  -  general    to  

Measrs.  Dunsford  and  Co.,"  I  feel  myself  j^i  the  Editor  ^f  the  Medieai  Oasette. 

bound  to  take  notice  of  this  charge  (for  so  I  * 

consider  it),  although  made  by  an  anonymous  ^^  ^  i 

correspondent,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  In  the  Number  of  the  Medical  Gazette 

that  I  am  the  individual  alluded  to.     So  far  for  the  20th  January,  page  595,  I  perceive 

from  being  "  accoucheur- general  to  Measrs.  an  attempt  tD  fix  upon  me  a  gross  incon- 

Dunsford  and  Co."  I  have  never  attended  aiatency,  by  some  unknown  person,  under 

in  their  confinements  any  patients  who  were  the  name  of  "  Scrutator."     Had  this  pro- 

ordinarily  treated  by  homoeopathic  practi-  oeeded  from  stupidity  on  the  part  of  your 

tioners,  with  the  exception  of  the  late  la-  correspondent  I  would  have  allowed  it  to 

mented  Lady  Denbigh,  and  the  lady  of  Dr.  pass  unnoticed,  but  being  a  glaring  attempt 

Dunsford  himself.    Why  I  should  have  done  to  pervert  wilfully  the  truth  it  ought  not  to 

so,  especially  in  the  latter  case,  may  be  be  allowed  to  escape  exposure.     This  is  no 

very  eaaily  underatood,  when  I  state  that  I  doubt  a  grave  charge,  but  there  is  no  diffi- 

have  known  Dr.  Dunsford  and  hia  family  culty  in  establishing  its  validity.     Scrutator 

many  yeara ;  long,  I  imagine,  before  he  had  makea  a  quotation  from  a  letter  of  mine  to 

either  heard  cr  thought  of  homoeopathy  ;  Dr.  Paterson,  contained  in  the  Med.  Gaz. 

and  it  was  not  from  any  supposed  or  avowed  for  the  9th  Dec.  last,  and  for  the  purpose 

belief  in  the  system  on  my  part,  as  any  of  my  of  imposing  this  upon  your  readers  as  a 

medical  friends  can  readily  testify :  I  have  verbatim   extract,   he    includes    it   within 

always  believed  it  founded  on  totally  erro-  brackets.     In  this  extract  the  words  are  so 

neous  principles.  altered  aa  to  afford  grounds  for  the  charge 

I  refrain  from  making  any  comments  on  of  "fiat  contradiction"  brought  against  me. 

the  case  which  has  led  to  the  present  discus-  Scrutator  says,   that   I  affirm  "that  Dr. 

sion,  as  I  did  not  see  the  lamented  lady  Thomson  was  perfectly  correct  in  stating 

during  her  illness,  although  erigaged  to  at-  that  there  was  a  central  cavity  in  the  corpus 

tend  her  in  her  daily  expected  confinement,  luteum,"  while  the  words  used  by  me  were 

aa  1  had  done  twice  previously.  I  waa  present  these  : — "  I  feel  fully  satisfied  that  all  that 

at  the  post-mortem  examination,  at  the  par-  Dr.  Thomson  meant  by  stating. that  there  was 

ticnlar  request  of  Lord  D.     I  may,  how-  a  central  cavity  (and  in  this  he  was  perfectly 

ever,  state  that,  judging  from  the  history  of  correct)  was,  &c."    The  word  correct  so 

the  attack,  and  particularly  from  the  appear-  evidently  applies    to  what    Dr.    Thomson 

anoea  found  after  death,  I  do  not  consider  meant,  that  no  one  who  reads  the  passage 

the  case  aa  one  of  ordinary  puerperal  con-  as  it  stands  can  doubt  it  for  a  moment ;  and 

▼nlsions.  of  this   Scrutator  appears  to  be  so  fully 

It  would  have  been  desirable  also  if  another  aware,  that  he  has  altered  the  words  in  the 

of  your  correspondents,  who  signs  himself  quotation  above  alluded  to  for  the  purpose 

a  *'  Homoeopathic  Physician,"  had   made  of  perverting  its  sense  in  the  way  he  has 

himaelf  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  of  the  done.      If   your   correspondent    Scrutator 

caae,  especially  aa  regarda  Lady  D.'s  former  had    been   somewhat  less    given  to  quib- 

confinements.     Her  Ladyship  was  on  both  bling,    and    more   familiar  with    medical 
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lang^uage,  be  would  have  been  less  captious 
in  Siis  case,  even  supposing  tbat  I  bad  ac- 
tually used  the  langiiage  be  bas  attributed  to 
me.  Is  be  aware  tbat  anatomists  talk  of  tbe 
cavity  of  tbe  peritoneum »  of  tbe  cavity  of 
tbe  pleura,  &c,  tbougb  no  cavity  really 
exists  in  tbese  membranes,  for  tbeir  inner 
surfaces  are  everywhere  in  close  contact? 
Is  be  aware  tbat  a  surgeon  may  in  conven- 
tional language  speak  of  tbe  cavity  of  a 
cyst,  tbougb  it  be  quite  full  of  coagulated 
blood;  while  another,  using  more  correct 
language,  might  state  tbat  there  was  no 
cavity  left  in  its  interior,  and  that  this  was 
filled  up  with  coagulated  blood.  Would 
any  one  at  all  ftuniliar  with  medical  phra- 
seology have  any  difficulty  in  reconciling 
tbese  two  statements  }  Other  statements 
contained  in  the  letter  by  Scrutator  could 
with  equal  facility  be  exposed  by  those  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  they  refer,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  consider  diem  totally  un- 
worthy of  their  notice. — I  remain,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
John  Rbio. 
Jan.  ao,  1842. 

PRUSSIC  ACID. 

For  preparing  prussic  acid,  Dr.  Winckler 
reoommrnds  us  to  put  120  grains  of  crys- 
tallised and  finely-powdered  pure  yellow 
pmssiate  of  potash  into  a  tubulated  retort, 
and  to  infuse  it  with  a  mixture  of  240  grains 
of  a  solution  of  pure  phosphoric  acad  of 
1*25  specific  gravity,  and  480  grains  of 
alcohol  of  80  per  cent. ;  to  close  Uie  whole 
perfectly;  then  to  put  into  the  receiver 
120  grains  of  rectified  spirit  of  wine,  to 
agitate  tbe  retort  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
to  distil  after  that  period, .  aided  by  a  good 
apparatus  for  refrigeration,  and  to  prevent 
loss  by  introducing  a  hermetically  adapted 
glass  tube  into  the  main  tube,  one  end  of 
which  leads  to  tbe  bottom  of  a  small  glass 
vessel,  rather  high  than  wide,  and  contain- 
ing thirty  grains  of  spirit  of  wine ;  and  to 
add  to  the  distilled  liquor  sufficient  alcohol 
to  cause  its  weight  to  amount  exactly  to  an 
ounce  and  a  half.  Tbe  contents  of  cyano- 
gen, ascertained  by  nitrate  of  silver,  yielded 
in  100  grains  of  tbe  acid  9*027  grains  of 
cyanide  of  silver  si  1*9868  of  cyanogen 
« 2*0621  of  anhydrous  prussic  add.  — 
Jahrbuehf,  prait,  Pharm, ;  and  Atmal$  qf 
Chymiitry, 

PISH. 

Now  as  to  fish.  Tbe  Romans  were  exces- 
sively fond  of  fish.  Hortensius  is  said  to  have 
wept  when  one  died.  Tbe  Licinii  family  as- 
sumed the  cognomen,  Murena,  because  tbe 
head  of  tbe  family  delighted  in  that  fish.  At 
tbe  banquet  of  Nasidienus,  tbe  munena  was 


served  up  in  a  gravid  state,  and  swimmbig  in 
shrimp  sauce. 

"  IiMi  large  dish  an  outstretched  lamprey  lies, 
With  shrimps  all  fioating  round :  the  master  cnes* 
*  This  fish,  Mccenas.  big  with  spawn  wai  caorht. 
For  after  spawning  time  its  flesh  is  naught.*  ** 

— On  the  PretervatUm  qfihe  Health  qfBody 
and  Mind.    By  Forbes  Winslow,  M.R.C.S. 
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A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  January  28,  1843. 

Small  Fox II 

Measles  3S 

Scarlatina  , 9S 

Hooping  Cough  39 

Croup  

Thrush    

Diarrhcea 

Dysentery 

Gholen   

Inllnenxa • 

Typhus 

~     lipelas 


Hydrophobia  

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  14 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration   S 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessds  .... 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  ojfher 

Organs  of  Digestion    

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  kc 

Childbed 

Ovarian  Dropsy 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 

Rheumatism 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 

Ulcer   

Fistula   

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat *107 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 88 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lotempe* 

ranee  27 

Causes  not  specified  9 

Deaths  Arom  all  Causes VI4 

Wilson  &  Ogilvy,  57,  Sltinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  17,  1843. 


LECTURES  I*  Illvbtbations  of  Comcsalsd 

'"'  '"*  I.— On  the  12th  October,  1838,  I  was 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF  requested  by  Mr.  Babington  to  see  a  yoang 

MIDWIFERY,  unmarried  woman    ander  hU  care  in    St. 

•^  ..       J.    ..    ^>    ^      .rcj  #^         f  Georre'i    Hoepital»  who  was  reported  to 

Hotpuai,  power  in  the  lower  extremities,  and  reten- 

By  RoBiKT  Lbe»  M.D.  F.R.S.  tion  of  urine  for  two  years.      She  had  very 

_  Recently    left    another    public    institution, 

where  leeches  had  been  frequently  applied  to 

liBCTums  XVI.  the  os  uteri  with  a  speculum.     In  passing 

Oimeai    iUu$iraium$    ^f  the    dimgnoUic  *^^2*?"^^'*-  Bf^^^ngton  discoTered  an 

t^pUmM  rf pregnancy  s  i^m  hut  m^  'uffJu'^^u^^TJ    ^^x.^  ^P'^^T' 

tkod  qf  iuein-imimni  ik€  ejnMtenee  </  which  he  thought  inightbe  tte  gravid  ute- 

pngwi^  wkem  tfmctoM,  eon^Heaiel  ™- .  ^^  ^^^  **?  ^''.  ^PPiTT* 

or  /eicned.  tmd  of  diiimauUkSu  Mote  ^  "*  ">«»ths.     When  I  ezammed  the  hy- 

diioie/^i^r^nmieiZhickqflmro.  pogwtrium  die   tightened    the   abdominjd 

9tmMi  it         ^    ^        '            ^  muscles  so  strongly,  that  the  uterus  could 


not  be  felt  distinctly.    A  slight  placental 

EiOHTT.BiOBT  eascB  haTO  oome  under  my  murmur  was  heard  on  the  left  side  of  the 

obserratioB  in  the  oonne  of  the  last  sizteeu  hypogastrium,  and  a  simple  pulsation  on 

years,  in  whieh  it  became  neoeisary  to  de-  the  right  side,  corresponding  with  the  arte- 

termuie   the  existence  of  prq^aney.      If  ries  of  the  mother.     The  foetal  heart  could 

you  examine  the  tabular  view  which  has  not  be  heard.      She  reluctantly  permitted 

been  made  of  these  cases,  you  will  see  that  me  to  make  an  internal  examination,  when 

in  about  twenty  the  pregnancy  was  con*  I  found  the  os  uteri  high  up,  more  open 

eealed ;  in  tweUe  or  fourteen  complicated ;  than  in  the  unimpregnated  state,  the  lips 

In  eight  doubtful,  but  not  concealed ;  and  in  tumid,  the  neck  shortened,  and  the  body 

two  only,  deliberately  feigncfd.     In  all  the  enlarged.    The  sreoUe  were  broad  and  dark, 

remdning  cases  the  symptoms  did  not  de«  and  the  glands  enlarged.     On  the  8th  No- 

pend  upon  pregnancy,  but  on  some  morbid  Tember  uterine  contractions  came  on,  and  a 

stale  whidi  resembled  it,  especially  upon  dead  foetus  of  five  months  was  expelled, 

ovarian  end  uterine  tnmore,  and  on  a  dis-  You  may  feel  disposed  to  put  the  ques- 

ordered  condition  of  the  functions  of  men-  tion,  after  hearing  the  history  of  this  case, 

fftruation  and  digestion.      I  propose  in  this  what  is  tiie  earliest  period  when  the  exist- 

lecture  to  illustrate  by  cases  the  observe-  ence  of  pregnancy  can  be  certsinly  known  ? 

tioni  which  were  made  in  the  last  lecture  on  In  some  women  who  have  enjoyed  good 

the  diagnostie  symptoms  of  pregnancy,  that  health,  and  menstruated   regularly   before 

you  may  be  ftdly  aware  of  all  the  difficultiei  marriage,  end  who  have  soon  after  begun  to 

and  dangers  you  will  have  to  enoouutcr  in  suffer  from  morning  sickness,  and  lost  the 

the  investigatioo  of  casea  of  doubtAil  preg-  catamenia,  and  in  whom,  on  making  an  in- 

iMuicy,  and  be  enabled  to  fvoid  those  mis-  temal  examination,  the  uterus  has  been  felt 

Mcs  which,  if  oommitte^t  will  not  merely  enlarged,  and  the  lips  of  the  orifice  thick 

cxpow  yon  to  ridicule  and  omtempt,  but  and  soft,  I  have  been  certain  that  pregnancy 

the  hooonr  and  lives  of  inaocefll  women  to  existed  as  early  as  the  end  of  the  second 

destnittion.  montii.      In  the  greater  number  of  cases 

7^— Exxi.  3  A 


722    DR.  R.  LEE  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

it  IB  impossible!  however,  to  be  absolutely  high  in  the  opinion  of  a  lady  of  rank,  in 

certain  before  the  end  of  the  fourth  or  mid-     whose  serrioe  she  bad  been,  Mr. re- 

die  of  the  fifth  month ;  and  even  then,  if  the  quested  me  to  see  her,  with  him*  on  the  8th 
sound  of  the  foetal  heart  is  not  heardi  and  of  October.  On  appiyitig  die  points  of  the 
all  the  symptoms  of  pregnancy  are  not  pre-  fingers  of  mj  two  hands  firmly  to  the  opposite 
sent,  and  have  not  occurred  in  the  natural  sides  of  the  abdomen,  I  felt  the  movements 
order,  the  greatest  caution  is  required  in  of  the  child,  but  rather  indistinctly.  With 
delivering  an  opinion.  the  stethoscope,  I  at  once  heard  the  pul- 
II. — A  young  unmarried  lady,  closely  sations  of  the  foetal  heart,  exactly*  140  in  the 
connected  with  a  family  of  rank,  had  been  minute,  on  the  left  side.  On  the  right  the 
for  some  time  under  the  care  of  an  eminent  whizzing  of  the  uterine  vessels  was  equally 
physician,  fur  suppression  of  the  catameoia  distinct.  The  navel  protruded.  Theareoltt 
and  a  tumor  of  the  hypogastrium,  which,  in  were  dark  but  not  broad.  On  examining 
spite  of  the  treatment,  went  on  slowly  in-  internally,  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  were  fonnd 
creasing  in  size.  I  was  requested  to  examine  remarkably  thick  and  soft,  the  oervix  shofU 
the  tumor,  and  to  giye  an  opinion  respecting  ened,  and  the  body  enlai^ged,  and  I  oould 
its  nature,  and  especially  to  determine  if  it  plainly  feel,  when  the  finger  was  pushed 
wss  connected  with  the  ovaria.  The  patient  against  the  anterior  part  of  the  cervix,  the 
being  in  bed,  with  the  knees  drawn  up,  and  foetus  rolling  about  within  the  uterus :  the 
the  abdomen  only  covered  by  the  shift,  I  diagnosis  was  complete,  yet  she  still  persisted 
proceeded  to  examine  the  tumor,  and  from  in  declaring  that  liie  could  not  be  pregnant, 
the  sensation  it  communicated  to  the  touch  and  that  we  were  both  oompletdy  mlirtaken. 
immediately  suspected  it  to  be  the  gravid  She  made  no  confession,  but  disappeared  soon 
uteras.  By  pressing  the  points  of  the  after  to  save  her  reputation,  and  was  de- 
fingers  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  abdomen  livered  privately  in  three  weeks, 
firmly  for  a  short  time,  the  movements  of  the  IV. — A  medical  practitioner  consulted  me 
child  were  distinctly  felt.  This  experiment  about  a  woman,  a  housekeeper  in  a  gentle* 
was  repeated  several  times,  and  invariably  man's  family,  who  had  a  swelling  of  the  ab- 
with  the  same  result.  I  requested  her  domen,  which  he  thought  fluctuated  and  was 
mother  to  retire  for  an  instant,  and  informed  dropsical :  I  believe  he  had  little  or  no  sns- 
the  patient  of  her  true  situation,  and  that  picion  of  pregnancy.  On  pressing  the  points 
exposure  and  disgrace  would  inevitably  of  my  fingers  firmly  against  the  sides  of  te 
follow  if  she  attempted  longer  to  conceal  it.  abdomen,  the  movements  of  the  child  were 
At  first  she  wss  in  a  desperate  rage,  but  most  distinctly  felt ;  the  areoUe  and  glands 
before  I  left  the  room  burst  into  tears,  and  were  fully  developed ;  the  cervix  uteri  was 
confessed  that  she  had  been  misled.  The  lost,  and  the  ballotteroent  was  distinct.  The 
unhappy  occurrence  was  never,  I  believe,  os  uteri  was  indeed  so  open,  that  1  felt  the 
known  to  any  of  the  members  of  her  own  head  presenting.  This  woman,  who  maia- 
family.  except  her  mother.  tained  that  she  could  not  be  pregnant,  was 
III. — On  the  8th  October,  1842,  a  medical  privately  married  to  the  butler,  and  wss 
gentleman  called  upon  me,  and  stated  that  a  delivered  in  thirty  hours  of  a  fuU-growB 
woman  about  30  years  of  age,  of  a  spare  child,  after  I  had  made  the  examination, 
habit  of  body,  applied  to  him  some  days  be-  V.»I  was  called  in  the  middle  of  the 
fore,  and  said  that  she  considered  herself  ni^t  to  see  a  young  woman*  residing  in  a 
dropsical ,  and  that  some  ladies  in  consequence  great  mansion,  who  had  suddenly  been  taatd 
had  refused  to  take  her  into  their  service,  sua-  with  violent  periodical  pains  in  the  abdomen, 
pecting  she  was  pregnant.  On  the  6th  October,  which  were  supposed  for  some  hours  to  be 

Mr. saw  her,  and  on  examining  felt  a  spssmodic.     No  suspicion  of  pregnancy  had 

hard  tumor  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  been  entertained  by  any  one,  but  when  I 

reaohing,  however,  as  high  as  the  navel.     She  applied  my  hand  over  the  abdomen  during  a 

had  not  menstruated  for  seven  months.     The  pain,  the  gravid  uterus  was  felt  contracting 

stethoscope  was  applied  to  the  left  side  of  distinctly,  and  I  contrived,  as  she  was  in  bed 

this  enlargement,  and  the  foetal  heart  was  undressed,  to  see  the  mammae,  and  observed 

.distinctly  heard ,  and  Mr. on  the  strength  the  nipples  surrounded  by  broad  dark  areols. 

of  this  did  not  hesitate  to  inform  her  that  she  After  removing  every  penon  from  the  aparU 
was  pregnant.  The  ai-eolie  were  dark,  but  ment,  I  informed  her  that  she  wss  pregnant 
not  broaid,  and  the  breasts  full.  The  pul-  and  in  labour,  but  she  denied  this  in  the 
sations  of  the  uterine  vessels  were  also  heard,  roost  solemn  manner.  On  making  the 
She  said  it  was  impossible  that  she  could  be  proper  internal  examination,  the  nates  of  the 
pregnant,  and  her  manner  was  so  calm  while  child  were  found  pressing  upon  the  external 
a;»surii)g  him  that  there  was  nothing  of  the  parts,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  she  was  de- 
sort,  and  that  he  must  be  wrong,  that  he  was  livered  of  a  fine  living  boy.  Even  when  the 
almost  tempted  to  disbelieve  his  senses.  An  child  was  put  in  her  arms,  she  persisted  in 
internal  examination  was  not  allowed.  As  she  denying  the  possibility  of  pregnancy,  and  ro*- 
was  living  in  a  respectoble  family,  and  stood  fu«ed  to  acknowledge  that  the  cliild  was  hei^. 


CONCEALED  AND  COMPLICATED  PREGNANCY.  72:J 

VIL — On  the  19th  November,  1839,  Mr.  the  membranes  protruding :  the  labour  had 

Bddenon  called  me  to  see  a  young  unmarried  actually  commeaced. 

woman,  who  had  been  under  his  care  for  Several  cases  similar  to  the  preceding 
aome  months,  with  swelling,  and  great  vari-  have  been  related  to  me,  in  which  tapping 
cose  veins,  of  the  right  inferior  extremity,  was  performed.  One  young  unmarried 
He  observed  that  the  patient's  abdomen  was  woman,  who  must  have  been  aware  of  her 
enlarged,  but  for  some  time  his  suspicions  of  situation,  allowed  the  surgeon  actually  to 
pregnancy  were  removed  by  the  most  positive  push  the  trocar  into  die  uterus.  She  re- 
assurance that  menstruation  was  perfectly  covered  even  after  this  operation,  and  gave 
regular,  which  he  afterwards  discovered  to  be  birth  to  twins,  which  were  dead, 
untrue.  I  found  the  abdomen  swollen,  the  XI. — On  the  27th  December,  1832, 1  saw 
umbilicus  protruding,  and  the  sides  of  the  a  married  woman  in  St.  George's  Hospital, 
belly  covered  with  white  lines.  The  fingers  who  was  pregnant,  and  very  near  the  time  of 
were  pressed  against  the  sides,  but  nomove«  her  confineaient.  The  os  uteri  was  slightly 
ment  was  felt.  The  instant  the  stethoscope  open,  so  that  I  could  not  only  feel  the  mem- 
was  applied  between  the  umbilicus  and  left  branes  but  the  head  of  the  foetus  presenting. 
iUiim,  thesound  of  the  uterine  vessels,  exactly  The  areole  were  dark,  and  the  glands  around 
resembling  the  drone  of  a  bag-pipe,  as  de-  the  nipples  enlarged.  The  movements  of  the 
scribed  by  some  writers,  was  heard,  but  the  foetus  could  not  be  felt  by  pressing  against  the 
•onnd  of  the  foetal  heart  could  not  be  per-  sides  of  the  uterus,  and  ndther  the  uterine 
oaved ;  the  areols  were  broad  and  dark,  and  sound  nor  foetal  heart  was  distinctly  heard, 
the  glands  enlarged.  By  an  internal  examina-  The  abdomen  of  this  woman  was  covered 
tion  it  was  ascwtoiiied  duit  the  lips  of  the  with  the  marks  of  great  number  of  leech- 
«■  uteri  were  thick  and  soft,  the  cervix  bites.  She  had  for  several  months  been 
shnrtcoed,  the  body  enlarged,  and  that  the  treated  for  ovarian  dropsy  at  a  public  insti- 
ffbenis  dontained  a  foetus  near  the  full  period,  tntion,  and  fortunately  escaped  being  tapped. 
She  confiened  next  day  that  she  was  preg-  _-  , 
UMttt,  and  the  Ubour  took  place  in  due  time.  "•  Illustrations  of  Complicated 

VIIL— In  January,  1840,  a  young  woman  Peeosancy. 

cune  to  consult  me  for  varicose  veins  of  the  XII.— In  April  1840,  I  was  requested  by 

lower  extremities,  which   had  only  existed  Dr.  James  Johnson  to  see  a  patient  who  had 

for  a  few  months.     The  catamenia  had  been  a  malignant  fungoid  disease  of  the  os  uteri, 

tupprvssed  for  six  months,  and  there  was  an  The  catamenia  had  disappeared  for  several 

evident  enUrgeroent  of  the  abdomen.     The  months,  and  she  had  morning  sickness,  and 

ap«nd  of  the  fcetal  heart  and  uterine  vessels  other  symptoms,  which  niade  her  believe  that 

left  no  doubt  about  the  nature  of  the  case,  she  was  pregnant.     In  May,  the  abdomen 

without  an  internal  examination,  and  she  had  enlarged,  and  the  sound  of  the  pulsations 

immediately  admitted  that  she  was  previously  of  the  fatal  Ijeart  and  uterine  arteries  were 

aware  of  her  condition.  distinctly  heard,  and  the  movements  of  the 

IX.— On  the  20th  September,  1839. 1  saw  fatus  felt  with  the  hand.    The  areote  were 

a  young  woman  in  the  anrgical  wards  of  St.  broad  and  dark,  and  the  glands  around  the 

George's  Hospital,  who  was  in  the  sixth  or  nipples  enlarged. 

aeventh  month  of  pregnancy.  She  was  ad-  XIIL— Several  years  ago,  a  woman  with 
mitted  on  account  of  varicose  veins  of  the  malignant  disease  of  the  os  uteri,  and  who 
legs,  and  Mr.  Robert  Brown  suspected  was  three  or  four  months  pregnant,  was 
pregnancy  fipom  the  state  of  the  veins,  admitted  into  St.  George's  Hospital.  I 
Another  case  of  concealed  pregnancy  was  believe  she  left  the  hospital  before  quicken- 
in  the  hospital,  and  the  pregnancy  was  like-  ing  had  taken  place,  and  before  the  sound  of 
wise  diaoovered  by  the  swollen  state  of  the  the  foetal  heart  was  heard,  or  the  existence 
veins  of  the  legs.  of  pregnancy  ascertained  positively. 

X.— On  March  12th,  1828,  I  was  called  to  XIV.— On  the  19th  of  June.  1839,  I  was 
an  unmarried  lady,  whose  abdomen  had  been  requested  to  see  a  patient  who  had  been  six 
slowlyenlarging  for  several  months.  Nosus-  weeks  in  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary, 
pi<^on  having  been  entertained  by  her  medical  insane,  and  who  was  suspected,  from  the 
attendant  that  she  was  pregnant,  mercury,  size  of  the  abdomen,  to  be  far  advanced 
diuretics,  and  the  strongest  cathartics,  had  in  pregnancy.  Auscultation  had  been  cm- 
been  given  to  remove  the  supposed  dropsy,  ployed  at  different  times,  but  neither  the 
and  tapping  proposed.  When  I  examined  sound  of  the  fcetal  heart,  nor  of  the  blocd- 
the  abdomen,  the  fluctuation  was  as  distinct  vessels  of  the  uterus,  were  heard.  There  was 
as  in  any  case  of  ascites,  and  the  right  lower  no  history  to  guide  us  in  this  case,  as  she 
extremity  was  oedematous.  Having  received  had  been  brought  into  the  Infirmary  in  a 
a  hint  from  the  nurse  that  pregnancy  was  state  of  intsensibility.  The  mammie  and 
poarible,  I  made  an  internal  examination,  and  their  veins  were  large,  the  glands  around  the 
fbnnd  the  os  uteri  considerably  dilated,  and  nipples    were  remarkably  small,   and    the 
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Breolc,  though  somewhat  darker  than  osoalr  difficulty  in  aacertainhig  the  tnith,  as  most 
were  not  half  the  breadth  observed  in  some  of  the  nsaal  symptoms  of  pregnancy  were 
cases  of  pregnancy.     The  umbilicus  did  not  wanting,  and  auscultation  afforded  no  assis- 
protnide.     A  large  tumor  filled  the  greater  tahce.    The  areolee  around  the  nipples,  and 
part  of  the  abdomen,  which  emitted  a  dull  the  soft  state  of  the  os  uteri,  and  enlarge- 
sound  on  percussion,   and   yielded  a  very  ment  of  its  body,  enabled  me  to  ascertain 
unequal  resistance  on  pressure.    Tlie  liugcrs  that  all  the  symptoms  depended  upon  preg- 
were  pressed  firmly  on  the  sides  of  the  abdo-  nancy.     In  the  other  two  cases,  after  the 
men,  but  no  movement  was  felt.     On  apply-  most  careful  investigation,  I  remained  nn- 
ing  the  stethoscope  a  little  on  the  left  side  of  certain  about  the  cause  of  the  symptoms,  till 
the  umbilicus,  I  heard  the  foetal  heart  pul-  the  uterus  contracted  and  expelled  its  cod- 
Bating  at  the  rate  of  140  in  the  minute.    No  tents.     In  one  of  these  I  was  strongly  in- 
placental  murmur  could  be  heard  after  ex-  dined  to  think  that  the   symptoms  were 
ploring  every  part  of  the  uterus.     I  made  an  incompatible  with  pregnancy, 
internal  examination,  and  from   the  enor-         XVI. — A  lady,   under  the  care  of  Dr. 
monsly  distended  state  of  the  rectum  had  Stodari,   became  pregnant,   and  had  sup- 
great  difficulty  in  reaching  the  os  uteri,  the  pression    of  the    catamenia,    and   morning 
Ups  of  which  were  soft  and  tumid,  and  1  sickness,  for  four  months.     Irregular  dis- 
could  not  be  sure  whether  the  cervix  was  charges  of  blood  then  took  pisce  from  the 
much  shortened  and  nothing  like  ballotte-  uterus,   which   continued    for   nearly   two 
ment  of  the  foetus  could  be  felt,  or  the  months,  and  no  enlargement  of  the  abdo- 
existence  of  a  foetus  within  the  uterus  by  men  was  observed,  nor  symptom  of  quicken- 
this  means  ascertained.    The  veins  of  the  ing.      In  the  seventh  month  the  mammie 
lower  extremities  were  not  varicose.     In  a  were  enlarged,  and  the  areols  and  glands' 
few  days  labour  came  on,  and  was  happily  around  the  nipples  were  extremely  distinct, 
completed,  but  she  died  afterwards  from  dis-  and  milk  was  secreted.     It  was  ascertained 
ease  of  the  brain.     Without  auscultation  it  by  an  internal  examination  that  the  body  of 
would  have  been  impossible  in  this  case  to  the  uterus  was  somewhat  enlarged,  the  cervix 
discover  the  truth.  shortened,  and  the  lips  thick  and  soft,  and 
XV. — A  lady  who  had  been  married  nine-'  the  orifice  slightly  open.      In  the  abdomen 
teen  years  without  becoming  pr^nant,  fell  there  was  nothing  felt  like  the  gravid  uterus, 
with  child  in  the  twentieth  year,  and  the  and  but  for  the  appearances  in  the  mammae 
foetus  died  from  disease  of  the  placenta  in  I  should  have  felt  disposed  to  attribute  the 
the  fifth  month.    The  abdomen  ceased  to  symptoms  to  some  oUier  cause  than  preg. 
enlarge,  the  movements  of  the  fcetus  to  be  nancy.     At  the  end  of  nine  months  pra- 
felt,  and  a  thin  sanguineous  discharge  took  cisely  from  the  disappearance  of  the  menses, 
place  from  the  ntems.    The  mammte  were  discharges  ofblood  having  occurred  repeatedly 
increased  in  size,  and  dark  areolc  formed  at  intervals,  the  uterus  contracted,  and  ex- 
around  the  nipples.    The  uterus  was  felt  pelled  a  morbid  ovum  of  three  months,  with 
enlarged,  avd  reaching  near  to  the  umbilicus,  great  haemorrhage. 

but  no  movements  could  be  felt  by  pressing  At  one  time  I  thought  milk  was  never 
the  Qterus,  and  I  could  not  hear  the  sound    secreted    without   pregnancy,    but  I   have 

either  of  the  foetal  heart  or  uterine  vessels,  lately  seen  a  patient  with  Mr.  Balderson  from 
By  an  internal  examination  I  ascertained  whose  nipples  a  fluid  having  all  the  appear- 
that  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  were  thick  and  pearances  of  milk  could  easily  be  pressed  out, 
soft,  the  neck  somewhat  shortened,  and  the  though  she  was  not  pregnant,  and  had  never 
body  enlarged,  and  that  there  was  something    been  so. 

moveable  contained  within  the  cavity.  I  XV II.  —  A  married  tubman,  aged  44, 
had  DO  doubt  that  the  symptoms  arose  from  suddenly  ceased  to  menstruate,  in  November 
pregnancy,  and  that  the  fcetus  was  dead.  1839,  and  soon  after  began  to  sufiier  from 
This  lady  had  consulted  a  variety  of  prac-  constant  sickness  and  vomiting.  In  Decem- 
titioners,  who  fiirmed  different  opinions  her  a  sanguineous  discharge  took  place  from 
about  the  case.  In  the  sixth  month  labour  the  uterus,  and  a  tumor  appeared  in  the 
came  on,  and  a  dead  foetus,  with  a  morbid  hypogastrium,  which  continued  to  enlaige 
plactnta,  was  expelled,  and  she  has  since  had  till  her  admission  into  St.  George's  Hospital, 
several  healthy  living  children.  where  I  first  saw  her  on  January  31,  1840. 

I  have  met  with  other  three  instances  A  soft  tumor,  the  size  of  a  cricket-ball,  and 
similar  to  the  preceding,  in  which  the  foetus  not  painful  on  pressure,  filled  the  brim  of 
died  soon  after  ttie  fifth  month,  and  inno  the  pelvis  and  hypogastrium,  which,  if  not 
cases  of  pregnancy  is  the  diagnosis,  perhaps,  the  uterus,  was  intimately  connected  with  it. 
more  difficult,  except  in  uterine  hydatids.  No  sound  of  any  kind  was  heard  in  this 
In  one  of  thtae  cases  the  uterus  was  supposed  tumor,  and  it  did  not  communicate  the  naoal 
by  the  practitioner  to  be  a  malignant  en-  sensation  to  the  touch  of  the  gravid  uterus, 
iwiement  of  the  ovary,  and  I  had  great     The  os  uteri  was  open  so  as  to  admit  the 
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finger,  and  the  lips  were  soft  and  irregular,  satisfied  about  the  nature  of  the  affection » I 
^  There  was  a  constant  and  profuse  discharge  communicated  to  the  husband  my  doubts 
of  blood.  The  arcoUe  threw  no  light  on  the  about  the  existence  of  pregrancy,  and  sug- 
case,  and  I  was  unable  to  determine  the  gested  the  propriety  of  calling  into  consulta- 
cause  of  the  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  or  be  tion  an  eminent  practitioner,  to  be  quite 
absolutely  certain  that  it  was  the  uterus  sure  that  I  was  not  wrong.  This  was  done, 
which  was  enlarged,  and  explain  the  symp*  and  after  another  complete  examination  of 
toms.  On  the  1 5th  of  February,  the  tumor  all  the  symptoms,  no  doubt  was  left  that  ex- 
having  diminished  in  sise,  and  also  the  dis-  tensive  ovarian  disease  existed,  without  preg- 
charge,  pains  came  on,  and  a  mass  of  serous  nancy.  She  retired  into  the  country,  and 
cysts  or  hydatids  was  expelled.  being  one  night  in  acute  pain,  a  surgeon  of 

The  diagnosis  is  even  more  difficult  in  great  experience  and  ability  was  requested 

cases  of  this  description  than  in  cases  of  to  see  her.     The  following  day  her  husband 

pregnancy  where  the  foetus  dies  about  the  called  upon  me  with  a  smiling  countenance 

middle  period  of  pregnancy.      In   a  case  to  say  that  his  wife  was  pregnant,  that  pre« 

which  recently  came  under  my  care  I  felt  mature  labour  was  about  to  take  place,  and 

certain  that  the  uterus  in  the  sixth  month  he  very   politely  advised    me  to  be    still 

was  distended  with  serous  cysts  before  any  more  cautious  in  future  how  T  ventured  to 

escaped,  and  gave  ergot,  with  the  happiest  give  a  decided  opinion  in  such  cases.     No 

lesult.     The  morning  sickness  had  been  ex-  labour,  however,  followed  :   the  tumor  in- 

perienced,  and  all  the  other  symptoms,  for  creased  with  great  rapidity,  and  in  less  than 

three  months :  the  uterus   then  enlarged ;  a  month,  retention  of  urine,  and  constant 

profuse  hsemorrhage  followed;    the  areolae  voroitingtookplace,  which  proved  fatal,  in  the 

and  glands  were  developed  ;  and  the  uterus  manner  malignant  ovarian  tumors  usually  do. 

rose  up  into  the  hypogastrium.     By  an  in-  I  might  relate  a  number  of  cases  very 

temal  examination,  though  na  foetus  was  similar  to  the  preceding,  but  this  is  perhaps 

felt,  the  thick,  soft,  dilated  state  of  the  sufficient  to  illustrate  the  subject,  and  to 

orifice,  shortened  state  of  the  cervix,  and  prove  that  when  a  large  ovary  is  mistaken 

enlarged  condition  of  the  body,  were  the  for  pregnancy,  the  error  is  not  '*  a  harmless 

circumstances  observed  in  the  patient,  on  one." 

which  the  diagnosis  was  founded.  XIX. — ^A  young  woman,  who  resided  in  a 

a    f . ,  .,••» .  ^,^^,^  ^-  - r».  family  at  Bavswater,  was  attacked  with  tuber- 

O.    ILLTTSTUATIONS  OP  THE  DrSEASCS  i  ..'j  j-     '          *  ..i.            •*                      j 

XVIII. — In  December  1941,1  saw,  in  pregnancy  was  suspected,  and  the  medical  at- 

oonsnltatiott,  a  married  lady  suflering  from  tendant  of  the  family  was  requested  to  see 

peritonitis,  after  exposure  to  cold  during  her,  and  ascertain  if  such  was  the  case.     He 

menstruation.    She  recovered,  but  at  the  end  reported  that  she  was  in  an  advanced  stage 

of  January  1842    the  abdomen  was  larger  of    pregnancy,  and  consequently  she   was 

than  natural,  and  there  were  irregular  attacks  compelled  immediately  to  quit  her  situation 

of  pain.     In  Mareh  abe  informed  me  that  in  disgrace.     She  obtained  by  some  means 

she  was  pregnant,  but  the  pain  that  she  oc-  a  letter  of  admissioa  into  St.  George's  Hos- 

casionally  endured  was  almost  unbearable  ;  pital,  where  I  was  requested  to  see  her,  to 

that  the  belly  was  rapidly  increaaing  in  sise,  ascertain  if  the  enlargement  of  the  abdomea 

and  that  a  serous  and  bloody  discluirge  had  arose  from  pregnancy.    The  abdomen  was 

taken  place  from  the  vagina,  which  lasted  as  large  as  it  usually  is  at  the  commencement 

seven  days,  and  that  she  suspected  she  was  of  the  ninth  month  ;  the  navel  protruded, 

about  to  miscarry.     On  the  14th  of  March  and  there  were  white  lines  on  its  sides.     No 

I  found  the  hypogastrium  occupied  by  two  movements  were  felt  indicative  of  pregnancy, 

distinct  lobnlated  tumors,  very  painful  on  nor  sound  heard  by  auscultation.   The  mam- 

pressure.    No  movement  was  felt  on  pres-  ms  were  shrunk,  and  there  were  no  areole. 

•ore,  and  no  sound  heard  in  these  to  indi-  The  uterus  was  found  on  examination  to  be 

cate  that  pregnancy  existed.     Internally  the  pressed  down  dose  to  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis 

hollow  of  the  sacrum  was  completely  blocked  by  a  great  mass  of  disease  above,  which  I 

up  with  a  great  mass,  fixed  to  the  sides  of  thought  was  probably  ovarian.     Even  after 

the  pelvis,  which  I  ascertained  to  be  the  thisexamination  I  was  requested  a  eecond  time 

lower  part  of  the  tumors  in  the  hypogastrium.  to  look  at  the  case,  and  be  sure  that  there 

The  OS  uteri  in  the  unimpregnated  state  was  was  no  mistake.     The  diagnosis  waseorrect, 

forced  up  behind  the  symphysu  pubis,  so  as  and  she  died  in  the  midst  of  great  agony  in 

to  be  almost  beyond  the  reach  of  the  finger,  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.     There  were 

I  ordered  leeches  to  the  hypogastrium,  and  immense  masses  of  tnberculatcd  accretions 

perfect  rest  for  some  days,  that  I  might  still  occupying  the  the  whole  sac  of  the  perito- 

more  completely  investigate  the  case,  before  nenm  and  omentum, 

giving  an  opinion.     Having  done  so  three  XX. — ^In  1841  I  saw,  in  eonsultation,  a 

times,  at  intervals  of  scver^  days,  and  bfing  married  woman  who  was  sup|)osed  to  be  not 
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only  pregnant,  but  in  labour  at  the  fnll 
period.  The  uterus  was  in  the  unimpreg- 
nated  stAte,  and  the  enlargement  ot'  the 
abdomen  and  pain  arose  from  hypertrophy 
and  inflammation  of  the  liver. 

XXI. — A  respectable  woman,  sboot  the 
age  of  forty,  who  had  long  been  married, 
and  was  barren,  after  suffering  for  many 
months  from  symptoms  of  indigestion,  per- 
ceived the  abdomen  to  enlarge,  and  thought 
she  felt. the  movements  of  a  child  most  dis- 
tinctly within  it.  She  was  anxious  for  a 
family,  and  flattered  herself  that  she  was 
pregnant,  though  menstruation  continued 
regular.  She  consulted  a  practitioner  re- 
siding in  her  neighbourhood,  who  declared, 
after  emplojring  the  stethoscope,  that  she 
was  near  the  full  period  of  pregnancy,  and 
that  the  child  was  alive,  as  he  could  hear  its 
heart  beating.  Six  weeks  passed  away,  but 
no  sign  of  labour  was  observed,  and  the 
abdomen  began  to  diminish  somewhat  in 
size.  Four  months  passed  away,  yet  she 
could  not  wholly  abandon  the  belief  that  she 
was  pregnant,  as  she  still  felt  the  movements ; 
and  she  then  requested  me  to  examine,  and 
say  whether  she  was  so  or  not.  The  abdo- 
men was  greatly  distended,  and  the  whole 
resounded  on  percussion  like  a  drum.  No- 
thing was  heard  on  the  application  of  the 
stethoscope,  except  a  quantity  of  gaseous 
fluid  moving  about  in  the  bowels,  which  had 
been  mistaken  for  the  pulsations  of  the  foetal 
heart.  The  uterus  was  found  low  down  in 
the  pelvis,  and  in  the  unimpregnated  state. 

XXII. — I  was  requested  to  see  a  young 
unmarried  woman  in  St.  George's  Hospital, 
some  years  ago,  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Seymour,  who  had  suppression  of  the  cata- 
menia,  violent  fits  of  hysteria,  and  whose 
abdomen  was  as  large  as  at  the  full  period 
of  pregnancy.  The  whole  belly  on  being 
struck  emitted  so  clear  a  sound  that  I  decided 
there  was  no  pregnancy,  without  exposing 
the  patient  to  an  internal  examination,  of 
which  she  had  a  great  horror.  A  second 
time  pregnancy  being  suspected  in  this  pa- 
tient, I  made  an  internal  examination,  and 
found  the  uterus  in  the  unimpregnated  state. 
I  believe  the  case  underwent  a  tibird  investi- 
gation, that  there  might  be  no  mistake,  and 
with  the  same  result.  I  have  seen  several 
other  cases  of  hysterical  tympanites  simu- 
lating pregnancy. 

XXIII.— In  September  1841,  a  lady, who 
was  very  anxious  to  have  a  family,  thought 
she  was  seven  months  pregnant,  and  sent  to 
engage  me  to  attend  her  in  her  confinement. 
When  I  called  upon  her,  she  informed  me 
that  she  continued  perfectly  regular  at  the 
monthly  period^,  which  led  me  to  suspect 
that  pregnancy  did  not  exist.  Having  heard 
of  several  ladies  who  continued  regular  dur- 
ing pregnancy,  she  thought  this  was  of  no 
importance.      I  found  the  abdomen  large, 


soft,  and  puffy,  and  that  no  part  of  it  emitted 
a  dull  sound,  like  the  gravid  uterus.  Neither 
the  uterine  vessels  nor  foetal  heart  were 
audible,  and  there  was  no  movement  felt, 
though  she  maintained  that  the  child  often 
moved  with  great  activity  within  her.  The 
areolae  were  large  and  dark,  and  the  glands 
enlarged.  The  uterus  was  in  the  unimpreg- 
nated state,  and  she  was  deeply  disappointed 
when  informed  that  she  was  not  pregnant  f 
and  for  some  months,  I  believe,  still  cherished 
the  hope  that  she  was  so.  The  symptoms 
disappeared  in  some  months  by  the  use  of 
cathiairtics  and  tonics,  and  pregnancy  after- 
wards took  place. 

XXIV.— On  the  Ut^  of  March,  1842, 
I  saw  a  lady,  set.  44 ,  who  had  been  married 
fourteen  years,  and  had  always  continued  to 
menstruate  regularly  till  the  preceding  Au- 
gust, when  the  catamenia  disappeared.  Soon 
after  she  began  to  suffer  a  great  deal  from 
pain  in  the  hypogastrium,  lower  part  of  the 
back,  irritation  of  the  bladder,  and  sickness 
in  the  morning,  lliree  months  after  the 
abdomen  began  to  enlarge,  and  it  went  on 
slowly  increasing  till  March,  and  movements, 
like  those  of  a  child,  were  felt  at  different 
times  so  strongly,  that  she  had  no  doubt  but 
pregnancy  existed.  The  abdomen  was  large 
and  soft,  and  resounded  every  where  on 
percussion.  The  uterus  was  in  the  unim- 
pregnated state,  and  the  symptoms  disap- 
peared in  a  few  months  by  proper  medicine 
and  diet. 

Dr.  Gk>odi  has  given  a  good  description 
of  this  and  similar  cases.  "  The  next  claas 
of  cases/'  he  says,  '*  which  I  shall  describe 
consists  in  a  torpid  state  of  the  uterus,  with 
a  flatulent  state  of  the  intestines :  this  is  most 
liable  to  occur  near  fifty  years  of  age,  when 
the  uterus  is  about  discontinuing  its  func- 
tion. At  this  time  menstruation  will  often 
cease  for  several  months,  and  the  abdomen 
becomes  distended  with  a  flatulent  tumor  : 
the  air  moving  about  the  bowels  gives  an 
inward  sensation,  which  is  mistaken  for  the 
child  ;  there  is  often  slight  nausea,  varioas 
nervous  feelings,  and  an  anxiety  to  believe 
in  pregnancy  as  a  test  of  youthfulneis. 
About  this  age  also  the  omentum  and  pa- 
rietes  of  the  abdomen  often  grow  very  fat, 
forming  what  Dr.  Baillie  once  called  *  a 
double  chin  in  the  belly.'  lliis  assemblage 
of  symptoms  at  this  age  frequency  leads  to 
the  supposition  of  pregnancy ;  but  I  have 
met  with  many  similar  cases  in  young 
women.  I  have  repeatedly  known  those 
who,  on  the  return  of  their  husbands  after  a 
long  absence,  ha^e  suddenly  ceased  to  men- 
struate, and  grown  large  about  the  bdly, 
conclude  that  they  were  pregnant,  and  make 
preparations  for  their  confinement.  I  have 
known  the  same  to  happen  lo  single  women, 
who  had  been  secretly  incurring  ths  risk  of 
pregnancy:  they  were  generally  women  of 
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sickly  constitutions,  who  were  very  subject  LECTURES 

to  obstructed  menstruation  ;  and  it  is  pro- 

.bable  that  in  these  the  puzzling  assemblage  ^^  ^"'^ 

•of  symptoms  was  the  result  rather  of  mental  PHYSICAL   AND  PATHOLOGICAL 

agitation  than  of  sexual  intercourse."  CHARACTERS  OF  URINARY 


DEPOSITS, 


XXV. — I  was  called  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  some  years  ago  to  deliver  a  woman,  in 

whom  it  was  supposed  by  the  medical  at-  Delivered  at  Guj/*8  Hospitalj  Lontion, 

tendant  that  the  arm  of  the  child  presented.  n,rr»»   r-^,  «,^,«ti.-.. 

When  I  went  mto  her  apartment  she  was  

making  a  loud  noise,  as  if  the  child  had  ac- 
tually been  passing  into  the  world.  On  Lbctore  II. 
making  an  internal  examination  I  was  Gbntlkmbv, — In  my  last  lecture  I  ex- 
astoniahed  to  find  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  in  plained  to  you  the  several  features  connected 
the  unimpregnated  state.  I  immediately  •  with  those  physical  properties  of  the  urine 
took  my  leave,  after  stating  the  fact,  and  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  the  greatest 
subsequently  learned  that  she  had  feigned  Importance.  In  the  general  and  necessarily 
pregnancy,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  a  imperfect  sketch  I  then  shadowed  forth  to 
gentleman  to  marry  her,  with  whom  she  had  you  of  the  recent  observations  of  Professor 
been  cohabiting  for  some  time.  A  speedy  Liebig  and  his  pupils,  I  endeavoured  to  shew 
separation  followed  this  discovery.  In  my  sense  of  the  debt  we  owe  him  for  the 
another  case  of  this  description,  but.  less  immense  industry  he  has  devoted  to  a  sub- 
flagrant,  the  patient  had  the  power  of  throw-  ject  of  such  high  importance  alike  to  the 
ing  the  abdominal  muscles  into  a  state  of  professional  and  general  public.  But  I 
rapid  contraction  and  relaxation,  so  as  to  cannot  proceed  further  without  raising  my 
produce  movements  like  those  of  a  foetus,  warning  voice  against  the  too  ready  adoption 
She  consulted  various  practitioners*  but  I  of  the  great  mass  of  theory  this  philosopher 
never  heard  that  any  were  imposed  upon  by  has  presented  to  us.  There  is  something 
this  trick.  peculiarly  attractive  in  defining  the  manner 

Queen  Mary's  casCf  as  related  by  Home,  in  which  secretions  are  formed  by  the  ad- 
affords  an  excellent  example  of  incipient  dition  or  subtraction  of  ultimate  elements ; 
dropsy  mistaken  for  pregnancy.  '*The  this,  it  is  true,  looks  very  plausible  on  paper, 
Queen's  extreme  desire  of  having  issue  had  but  who  shall  dare  to  state  that  the  great 
made  her  fondly  give  credit  to  any  appear-  and  mysterious  agent  presiding  over  the 
ance  of  pregnancy ;  and  when  the  legate  was  chemistry  of  the  animal  body  proceeds  in 
introduced  to  her,  she  fiuicied  that  she  felt  such  a  manner  ?  Humble  as  my  opinion 
the  embryo  stir  in  her  womb.  Her  flat-  may  be,  let  me,  gentlemen,  venture  to 
terers  compared  this  motion  of  the  infant  to  express  it  to  you  fearlessly,  in  spite  of  the 
that  of  John  the  Baptist,  who  leaped  in  his  extraordinary  prejudice  which  now  prevails 
mother's  belly  at  the  salutation  of  the  Virgin,  among  so  many  of  our  profession  regarding 
Despatches  were  immediately  sent  to  inform  these  views.  I  unhesitatingly  declare  my 
foreign  courts  of  this  event :  orders  were  conviction  that  great  as  is  the  ingenuity, 
issui4  to  give  public  thanks :  great  rqoicings  splendid  as  is  the  talent,  unbounded  as  is 
were  made  :  the  family  of  the  young  prince  the  industry,  which  has  led  the  celebrated 
was  already  settled ;  for  the  catholics  held  Liebig  to  the  views  he  has  published  in  Us 
themselves  assured  that  the  child  was  to  be  a  Pathological  and  Physiological  Chemistry, 
male :  and  Bonner,  Bishop  of  London,  yet  that  much,  very  much,  will  be  weighed 
made  public  prayers  be  said,  that  heaven  in  the  balances  of  experience,  and  found 
would  please  to  render  him  beautiful,  vi-  wanting.  Whilst  we  shew  our  respect  to  him 
gorons,  and  witty.  But  tbe  nation  stfll  by  examining  his  opinions,  I  am  sure  we 
remained  somewhat  incredulous ;  and  men  shall  best  Shew  the  value  "we  place  upon 
were  persuaded  that  the  Queen  laboured  them  by  rigidly  testing  their  accuracy  ere 
under  infirmities  which  rendered  her  incapa-  we  venture 'to  inflict  a  serious  blow  upon 
ble  of  having  children.  This  infant  proved  the  science  of  medicine  by  forcing  into  it 
only  the  commencement  of  a  dropsy,  which  theories,  which  miiy  soOn  be  shown  to  be 
the  disordered  state  ofher  health  had  brought  erroneous.  The  great  Bacon  has  declared 
upon  her."  theories  to  be  fatal  to  science  when  regarded 

A  woman 'who  is  condemned  to  suffer  as  idols' whose  dogmata  are  infallible;    but 

death  for  some  crime  may  plead  pregnancy  invaluable    to    science  when    regarded    in 

in  bar  of  execution.     A  -widow  may  feign  to  the  light  of  sign-posts  to  guide  us  on '  our 

be  with  child  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  way.     It  is  on  this  principle  alone  that  J 

the  lawful  heir.     The  laws  of  the  country  avail  myself  of  the  hypothetical  views  of 

applicable  to  such  cases  will  be  explained  in  Liebig,  or  venture  to  announce  to  you  many 

the  lectures  on  Medical  Jurisprudence.  of  the  opinions  advanced  in  these  lectures ; 

«— —  and  as  such  alone  I  wish  you  to  receive 

them  ;  leaving  there  to  stand  or  fall  accord- 
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log  as  tbey  may  be  (bund  to  agree,  or  dliFer 
from  the  results  of  more  eztendbd  ezperienoe. 
I  woald  rentare  now  also  to  remove  from 
your  minds,  for  the  sake  of  doing  jnstioe  to 
others,  the  serious  errors  which  exist  aa  to 
the  originality  of  the  great  mass  of  liebig's 
view^  as  propounded  in  his  book ;  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  state  that  there  is  soarody  an 
opinion  connected  with  the^  chemistry  of 
the  body  in  which  he  has  not  been  com* 
pletely  anticipated  by  others :  he  haa,  in 
most  instances,  carried  ont  old.  opinions  to  a 
further  extent  than  his  predeoessois,  and 
often  with  a  boldness  and  apparent  sncoess 
which  excites  our  astonishment,  bat  he  has 
in  Tery  few  instances  advanced  a  really 
original  opinion,  or  struck  out  an  entirely 
new  path  for  himself.  I  need  not  remind 
you  that  the  beautiful  idea  of  the  formation 
of  uric  acid  and  urea  from  albuminous  and 
gelatinous  tissues,  to  which  I  particularly 
referred  at  our  last  meeting,  is  really  original 
with  Dr.  Prout,  who,  long  ago,  anoounoed  it 
with  a  caution  which  does  credit  to  his  high 


and  well->deienred  renown  In  the  fleU  «f 
chemical  physblogy,  and  which  is  erer  cba- 
raoteristio  of  sound  philosophy. 

I  shall  now,  before  giving  an  aooount  of 
the  Tsrions  deposits  occurring  in  urine,  mA» 
aone  remarks  on  the  chemical  composition 
of  the  healthy  accretion.  I  shall  not  lay 
before  yon  even  a  fraction  of  the  Tariont 
opmiooa  which  have  been  made  public  ro- 
garding  the  state  in  which  many  of  the 
ingredients  of  urine  exist,  nor  occupy  romr 
time  by  alluding  to  the  views  adopted  bf 
aaany  very  distinguished  chemists  who  have 
published  the  analysis  of  this  secretion.  All 
the  very  minute  chemical  details  connected 
with  this  matter  are  more  interesting  in 
their  abstract  consideration  than  in  relation 
to  pathology.  The  most  useful  analyses  of 
urine  in  their  pathological  bearings  which  I 
have  met  with,  are  those  published  by  M. 
A.  Beoquerel  in  his  elaborate  work  ;  and  the 
following  table,  in  which  I  have  expressed 
the  results  in  English  grains,  presents  tlie 
result  of  his  labours. 


fformal  Compatition  qf  Urine. 


Weight  of  urine 

In  Men. 

In  Women. 

Menof  Both. 

In  M  houn. 

InlOOOgrs. 

In  M  hours. 

InlOOOgrs. 

InMhrs. 

InlOOOgrs. 

19516 

1000 

21124 

1000 

20320 

1000 

Density    ,.     . 

10189 

1-0151 

1-01701 

Water  .     ,     . 

18906 

968-6 

20597 

975- 

19752 

972- 

SoUds  .    .     . 

610 

311 

626-8 

24-95 

568- 

28- 

Urea     .     .     . 

270 

13-8 

240- 

10-366 

255- 

12- 

Uric  acid 

7-6 

0-391 

8-6 

0-406 

81 

0.398 

Fixed  salto      . 

150. 

7.69 

126- 

614 

138. 

6.9 

Ammoniacal   1 

salts  &  organic  > 

176 

926 

145- 

8- 

160-5 

8.6 

matters        ) 

The  fixed  salts  referred  to  in  this  table 
consist  of  combinations  of  chlorine,  phos- 
phoric and  sulphuric  add,  with  lime,  soda, 
potassa,  and  magnesia.  They  exist  in  the 
urine  in  the  following  proportions  :-^ 


In  the  urine  of 
24  hours. 


In  1000  grains 
of  urine. 


Chlorine  .  .  10-15  grs. 
Sulphuric  acid  17'  3  grs. 
Phosphoric  add  6*  4  grs. 
Soda         ^ 

Potassa     ) 


0-502 
0-855 
0-317 

5-244 


13U-95  gn.  6*918 

The  results  of  analyses  of  urine  made  by 
Berxelitts,  Lehmann,  Beoquerel,  and  many 
other  trustworthy  observers,  agree  within 
very  moderate  limits ;  and  whan  we  reflect 
how  very  readily  the  composition  of  the 
urine  becomes  affected  by  sUgfaC  cmaes,  the 
only  wonder  is  that  the  differences  between 


analyses  of  urine  made  in  England,  Ger* 
many,  France,  and  Sweden,  have  not  been 
more  considerable. 

In  addition  to  the  ingredients  above  enu- 
merated, many  other  substances  have  been 
stated  to  be  present  in  small  proportions  in 
urine ;  of  these,  the  colouring  matter,  in  all 
probability  complex  in  its  character  and 
relations,  is  perhaps  the  most  important. 
Sulphur  also  exists  in  an  unoxidised  form, 
probably  in  a  state  of  quinary  combination, 
as  in  albumen :  this  is  occasionally  evolved  in 
disease  in  combination  with  sulphur,  com- 
municating a  foetid  odour  and  greenish- 
brown  tint  to  the  urine.  An  excess  of  thia 
substance  occasionally  exists,  and  appean 
In  oombination  with  oxygen,  hydrogen,  car- 
bon, and  nitrogen,  as  cystic  oxide  or  cystine. 

Tlie  transparency  of  urine  is  occaaJonaHy 
disturbed  by  the  presence  of  certain  sub- 
stances of  very  variable  composition,  wluoh, 
horn  their  generally  fidling  to  die  bottom  of 
the  oontaantng  vesaels,  are  denominated 
i^po9%t9.    These  have  been  aomewhal  ISnci* 
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hXlj  divided  into  ft>iir  lereral  formt,  vii.,  will  reoolleet  that  nrio  acid  ia  in  Liebig'a 

peiiieitf  cloud,  «iicor«ifMi,and  tedimentf  the  opinion  first  auppoaed  to  \^  generated,  and 

hypoataaia  of  tlie  ancienta.    When  tlie  nrine,  that  by  a  secondary  prcfeess  the  great  masa 

-  Vy  repose,  becomea  covered  with  a  thin  of  this  substance  is  resolved  into  urea.    This 

aaembrane-like  scum,  a  pellieh  ia  said  to  aaawmed  change,  which  you  must  remember 

cadst;  when  the  substance  which  produces  ia  strictly  hypothetical,  is  most  perfect  in 

the  opacity  iloata  in  detached  portiona  near  camivoroua  rodentia,  for  in  this  urine,  uric 

the  anrface  it  is  said  to  form  a  chud ;   and  acid  acarcely  exists  $  in  carnivorous  reptiles, 

when  this  falls  towards  the  baae  it  woa  on  the  contrary,  this  change  can  hardly  be 

forroerl  J  called  an  eneorema  i  the  term  aedU  said  to  take  place,  for  their  urine  contains  no 

fne»t  or  hypoMtoM  being  applied  to  a  posi-  nrea,  whilatilis  actually  semi-solid  from  the 

tive  deposit  collected  at  the  bottom  of  the  presence  of  bi-urate  of  ammonia.     In  man, 

veasel.    The  terms  pellicle,  cloud,  aud  aedi*  whilst  in  health,  the  great  mass  of  the  uric 

[^                    nent,  are  still  retained  as  general  terms,  add  generated  from  tiie  re-arrangement  of 

but  not  used  for  the  purpose  of  distinguish-  the  elementa  of  albuminous  tissues  is  sup- 

ing  any  specific  form  of  deposit.     It  very  posed  to  be  converted  into  urea ;  or,  at  all 

frequently  happens  that   deposits   do   not  events,  if  this  hypothesis  be  denied,  the  fact 

become  visible  in  the  urine,  until  after  it  has  must  be  admitted  tha(  whilst  255  grains  of 

cooled  down  to  the  temperature  of  the  at-  nrea  are  thrown  out  of  the  system  in  the 

mospbere ;  this  is  particularly  the  case  with  urine  in  the  course  of  24  hours,  but  8.  I. 

those  which  are  soluble  in  warm  water,  as  grains  of  uric  acid  are  evolved  in  the  same 

the  urates,  but  more  especially  the  urate  of  apace  of  time.    This  quantity  of  uric  acid 

ammonia,  a  substance  which  constitutes  the  ezista  in  all  probability  in  the  urine,  wholly, 

great  bulk  of  the   red  and  fawn-coloured  or  in  great  part,  in  combination  with  am- 

amorphous  deposits.     Sometimes  no  deposit  monia,  and  exists  in  such  proportions  that 

can  be  detected  until  after  a  few  hours'  repose,  it  remains  in  solution  even  in  the  cold,  in  the 

as  in  tlie  case  of  tiiose  crystalllsable  ingre-  quantity  of  water  naturally  present  in  the 

dienta  which-  either  fix  on  the  sides  of  the  nrine.    If,  however,  the  secondary  changes 

veaaela  or  appear  entangled  in  the  urates  of  assumed  to  take  place  in  the  normal  state, 

mucus,  as  in  the  case  of  uric  acid  when  pre-  be  from  diseased  action  imperfectly  per- 

sent  in  small  quantity,  and  of  the  triple  pboa-  formed,  it  follows  that  but  a  portion  of  uric 

phate.    It  is  quite  possible  alao  for  a  crystal*  acid  is  converted  into  urea,  and  a  deficiency 

line  substance  to  be  diflfnsed  through  the  of  the  latter,  and  excess  of  the  former,  will 

nrine  even  in  large  proportions,  and  yet  on  appear  in  Ae    urine,  forming  a  deposit, 

■ooonnt  of  the  minuteness  of  the  crystaUi  Certain  serious  objections  to  the  admission  of 

and  of  their  density  not  very  greatly  differing  this  hypothesis  I  shall  hereafter  allude  to. 

from  the  fluid  in  which  they  exist,  they  may  It  is  obvious,  that  aa  uric  acid  and  its 

remain  tnapended  for  a  very  long  time.  This  combinations  are  naturally  present  in  urine, 

is  remarkably  the  case  with  oxalste  of  lime,  an  excess  of  this  body  or  its  compounds  will 

which  often  remains  diffused  through  the  present  us  with  the  deposit  which  may  appear 

nrine  even  for  days,  and  thus  freqnenUy  in  urine  with  tlie  least  possible  amount  of 

escapes  detection.  departure  from  the  natural  state.    The  ap- 

Clamifitaiion  qf  DtponU* — For  the  pur-  pearanees  of  the  other  bodies  included  in  this 

poee  of  simplilying  the  examination  of  these  feries  (oxalie  add,  uric  oxide,  cystine)  admits 

▼ariona  deposits,  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  of  a  fsdie  explanation,  when  we  compare 

•ome  dasdllcation,  and  I  am  aconstomdd  to  their  ultimate  composition  with  that  of  urio 

divide  all  the  deposits  occurring  in  urine  acid  or  urea,  through  which  bodies  we  may 

into  the  three  following  classes  : —  readily  trace  thdr  origin  to  thdr  primary 

1.  Deposit  coinposed  essentially  of  ingre-  source,  viz.  the  disorganised  azotised  tissues 
dients  formed  directly  or  indirectly  from  of  the  body.  I  have  already  pointed  out  to 
the  metamorphosis  of  tissues — ^uric  add,  you  the  relation  which  uric  acid  and  urea 
urates,  uric  oxide,  oxalate  lime,  cystine,  car-  bear  to  blood  and  muscular  flesh,  and  on 
bonate  of  lime.  what  grounds  it  has  been  supposed  that  these 

2.  Deposits  composed  of  ingredients  of  in-  ingredients  are  formed  by  the  re-arrange- 
organic  origin  ;  combinations  of  phosphoric  ment  of  the  elements  of  animal  tissues.  It 
ac&  with  magnesia,  ammonia  and  lime,  silidc  now  remdns  for  me  to  shew  you  the  close 
add.  relation  which  exists  between  the  other  in- 

3.  Deposits  oonsbting  of  org«nised  pro-  gredients,  in  the  first  class  of  deposits,  to  uric 
ducts— blood-diacs,  pus,  mneua,  mnoo-pus,  add  and  urea ;  and  through  them  to  the  or- 
Mganic  globules,  feiment,  confervoid  or-  ganised  tissues  whence  they  are  presumed  to 
ganisms.  be  derived.    If  a  tendency  to  the  production 

I  ahaH  now  call  your  mtteolion  to  the  fint  of  an  uric  deposit  exists,  and  from  some 

daas  of  deposits.   I  have  hi  my  former  lee-  cause  a  deficieny  of  oxygen  is  present,  we 

tnre  pointed  out  the  probable  uaaner  in  ahall  have  a  sediment  formed  of  tliat  rare  and 

which  uric  acid,  with  its  oompanion  urea,  are  curious  substance,  xanthic  or  uric  oxide,  in 

generated  from  albuminous  tiasoes.    You  the  nrine.    If  from  the  elements  of— 
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One  atom  of  nric  acid" 
elements  of  two  atoms  of  uric  oxide* 

we  find  two  atoms  of  oxygen  are  left 


C.  N.  H.  O. 
10  +  4  +  4+6 
10  +  4  +  4  +  4 

2 


we  subtract  the 


Hence  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  uric  ing  influence  exerted  on  uric  acid  :  the  former 

acid  and  oxide  cUfler  from  each  other  only  hypothesis  I  ventured  to  suggest  in  Guy^s 

in  the  different  proportions  of  oxygen  which  Hospital  Reports  (April  1842),  and  the  latter 

enter  into  their  compositions ;  two  atoms  of  has    been    since    advocated    by    Professor 

the  latter  plut  two  of  oxygen  being  equiva-  Liebig. 
lent  to  one  atom  of  the  former.  On  the  former  view,  oxalic  acid  Is  sup- 

The  presence  of  oxalic  acid,  a  certainly  not  posed  to  be  generated  by  the  conversion  of 

unfrequent  ingredient  in  the  urine,  may  be  urea  and  water  into  oxalic  acid,  ammonia, 

readily  accounted  for  either  by  a  re-arrange-  and  oxygen, 
ment  of  the  elements  of  urea,  or  by  an  oxidst- 


Thtts: 


1  atom  oxalic  add 

2  atoms  ammonia 
1  atom  oxygen 


C.  N.  H.  O. 
2  3 

2  +  6 
1 

2+2+6+4 


( 
t 


C.  N.  H.  O. 

1.  Urea.  2  +  2  +  4  +  2 

2.  Water  2  +  2 


2+2+6+4 


If  we  trace  the  origin  of  oxalic  acid  to  uric  acid,  we  may  suppose  the  latter  with  water 
and  oxygen  to  be  resolved  eitlier  into  oxalic  add,  ammonia,  and  carbonic  add ;  or  into 
urea,  oxalic  add,  and  carbonic  acid. 

Thus:  C.  N.  H.O.\       /C.    N.     H. 

1  atomuricaddal0  +  4  +  4  +  6|      I   8 

8    watera  8  +  8         I  4  +  12 


oxygen' 


O. 

I2=*i  at :  oxalic  add 

»4  ammonia 
4  «  2  carbonic  add 


10  +  4  +  12  +  16 


1  atom  uric  add«  10  +  4 +  4  + 6 
4  atoms  water     n  4  +  4 

3  atoms  oxygen  »  3 


10  +  4+12+16, 

Or. 
C.  N.  H.  O.  I      (C.  N.  H.  O. 


4  +  4  +  8  +  4»2  atoms  urea 

6  9^3  atoms  oxalic  add 


10  +  4  +  8+13;       \10  +  4+8  +  13 

The  derivation  of  cystine  is  on  similar  prindples  readUy  aooounted  for,  if  we  grant  the 
existence  of  an  excessive  elimination  of  sulphur  in  the  system,  intimatdy  in  all  probability 
connected  with  a  strumous  diathesis.  For  if  to  the  dements  of  uric  add  and  urea  we 
add  sulphur  and  hydrogen,  we  have  the  constituents  of  cystine  with  nitrogen,  thus  ^— > 


C.  N.  H.O.  S.>v 

1  atom  uric  add 10  +  4  +  4  +  6 

1  atom  urea         2  +  2  +  4  +  2 

4  atoms  sulphuretted  hydrogen        4  +  0  +  4 

12  +  6+12  +  8  +  4, 


'C.   N.    H.    O.  S. 
12  +  2+12  +  8  +  4^2  atoms  cystine 

4  8=4  atoms  nitrogen 


.12  +  6  +  12  +  8  +  4 


Although  I  have  induded  carbonate  of  any  cause,  the  force  which  holds  together 

lime    among  those  deposits    which  result  the  dements  of  the  former  substance  be 

ultimately  from  the  metamorphosis  of  effete  diminished,  combinations  with  the  elements 

tissue,  it  must  be  regarded  merely  as  a  seoon-  of  water  will  ensue,  and  carbonate  of  am- 

dary  result,  depending  upon  the  converaioa  monia  will  be  the  result, 
of  urea  into  carbonate  of  ammonia.     If,  from 


Pot— 


1  atom  ureas 

2  ..    water» 


n 


C  N  H  O 

2+2+4+2 

2  +  21-  = 

2+2+0+4 


/C  N  H   O 

2  4^2  atoms  carbonic  add 

2  +  6    2»2  tons  ammonia 

12  +  2  +  G  +  4 
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Asioon  astidtdumfeoocaraintheurine,  ihat  adtanced  by  Beoqtieret  and  ollien"* 

carbonate  of  fime  would  neceanrilj  be  pre-  viz.  tluit  a  aingle  drop  foi  nitric  iicld  ia  ntfli' 

cipStated,  and  appear  aa  a  deposit,  bj  tbe  cient  to  aeparate  all  &e  uric  add  coatained 

deoonipoaiiig  influence  of  tbe  carbonate  of  in  a  oonaiderable  qnaatity  of  tnine,  wbidh 

aEramonia  on  the  aalta  of  fime  natually  pre-  ooold  faardiy  be  the  case  if  it  really  was  com- 

sent  in  the  urine.  bined  with  a  base.    Tliis,  however,  is  an 

Let  me  once  more,  gentlemen,  beg  of  you  objection  much  more  apparent  than  real; 

to  receive  these  formulse  merely  in  the  light  for  having  learnt  that  8*1  grains  of  uric  add 

of  illustrations,  to  connect  certain  pheno-  are  present  in  19752,  or  rather  more  than 

mena  with  thdr  pathological  indications,  forty  ounces  of  urine,  it  is  obvious  that 

For,  however  satisfactory  such  formuUe  may  less  than  a  single  drop  of  nitric  add  ought  to 

appear,  but  one  of  them  only  can  be  shewn  cause  all  the  uric  add  present  in  half  a  pint 

to  be  absolutdy  oorreet  representations  of  to  be  deposited  in  crystals,  if  it  existed  in 

what  really  has  been  proved  to  occur  in  the  combination  with  ammonia,  or,  indeed,  any 

urine.     I  refer  to  the  last,  shewing  the  for-  other  base.     For  tbe  quantity  of  ammonia 

mation  of  carbonate  of  lime  by  the  decom-  required  to  hold  the  uric  acid  di&solved  in  half 

pontion  of  urea.     By  a  parity  of  reasoning,  a  pint  of  urine  would  be  about  0*2  grain, 

supported  chiefly  by  the  close  resemblance,  which  would  be  exactly  neutralized  by  about 

in  diemical  composition,  between  oxalic  and  0*8  grain  of  fluid  nitric  add,  or  less  than  a 

carbonic  adds,  the  formula  which  shews  the  single  drop. 

conversion  of  urea  into  ammonia  and  oxalic  If  healthy  urine  be  slowly  evaporated  in 

add  is  also,  in  all  probability,  a  correct  an  air-pump  vacuum,  it  soon  becomes  turbid, 

representation  of  what  really  occurs  in  the  from  tiie  formation  of  clouds  of  urate  of 

urine.    The  rest  can  only  be  regarded  as  ammonia.    Tlie  same  thing  occurs  if  healthy 

unproved  hypotheses.  urine  of  rather  high  spedfic  gravity  be  im- 

Firtt  elan  <^  depotiti  (hon'Organited  mersed  in  a  freesing  mixture.    These  fects, 

produetf  of  orffoniiaiion), — I  shall  first  call  taken  collectively,  appear  to  me  to  be  quite 

your  attention  to  those  deposits  which  we  conclusive  in  favour  of  Dr.  Front's  view  of 

meet  with  in  urine,  composed  chiefly  of  uric  the  manner  in  which  uric  add  exists  in 

add.    The  normal  proportion  of  this  sub-  urine. 

stance,  which  leaves  the  system  in  twenty-  We  may  find  uric  add,  or  its  compounds, 
four  hours,  is  8*1  grains.  There  can  be  no  present  as  deposits  in  urine,  without  their 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Front's  opi-  really  existing  in  excess  ;  for  if  the  quantity 
nion,  notwithatanding  the  statements  of  many  of  water  excreted  from  the  urine  falls  below 
c  mtinental  writers  to  the  contrary,  that  tfaie  one -fifth  the  natural  proportion,  urate  of 
greatest  proportion,  if  not  all  this  quantitv,  ammonia  will  necessarily  appear  on  cooling, 
exists  combined  with  ammonia.  Uric  acid  in  consequence  of  there  not  bdng  sufficient 
requires,  aooffding  to  Dr.  Front's  accurate  water  present  to  hold  the  whole  dissolved. 
olMervations,  10,000  times  its  wdght  of  Again,  if  a  tree  add  be  eliminated  «from 
water  at  60^  for  its  solution ;  whilst  there  the  system  by  the  kidneys,  this  will  corn- 
does  not  exist  in  urine  quite  2500  ita  own  bine  with  the  ammonia,  and  cause  the 
weight.  Hence  it  is  utterly  imposdble  for  uric  add  to  be  deposited  as  a  crystalline  sedi- 
it  to  exist  in  a  free  state,  without  supposing  ment. 

the  existence  of  causes  modifying  its  solubi-  From  numerous  observations  it  appears 
Hty,  which  the  state  of  chemical  know-  that  the  quantity  of  uric  add  excreted  in  the 
ledge  by  no  means  justifies.  If,  on  the  other  course  of  twenty-four  hours  may  vary  from 
hand,  the  uric  add  exist  in  combination  with  dx  to  ten  grains,  without  shewing  any  very 
ammonia,  we  see  that  it  must  necessarily  material  deviation  from  health.  In  all  states 
remain  dissolved  at  ordinary  temperatures  in  of  general  febrile  exdtement  occurring  in 
the  water  of  the  urine.  Urate  of  ammonia  persons  previously  hesltby,  an  increased  ex- 
is  soluble  in  480  times  its  weight  of  water,  cretion  of  uric  add,  free  or  combined,  oc- 
and  the  8*1  grains  of  uric  add,  bdng  the  curs :  this  is  peculiarly  the  case  in  many 
mean  quantity  secreted  in  twenty-four  hours,  functional  or  organic  lemons  of  the  liver  or 
requires,  on  account  of  ita  weak  satonting  lungs,  espedally  if  the  cutaneous  exhalation 
power,  but  0*82  grains  of  ammonia  to  nen-  be  obstnuTted.  In  many  cases  of  heart  dis- 
tralize  it ;  and  the  8'02  graina  of  urate  of  ease  this  also  occurs.  In  one  of  enormous 
ammonta  thus  produced  require  but  4*382  hypertrophy,  in  a  lad  latdy  under  my  care, 
grains  of  water  for  aolution.  Henoe  it  is  upwards  of  twenty  grains  of  uric  add  ap- 
obvious  that  there  are  more  than  four  times  peered  in  the  course  of  twenty«four  hours  in 
the  quantity  of  water  present  in  the  urine  the  form  of  a  coarse  crysUlline  depodt, 
than  is  necessary  to  hold  the  add  dissolved,  independenUy  of  a  portion  present  in  solo- 
if  it  exist  in  combination  with  ammonia,  tions  combined  with  ammonia.  As  a  general 
The  most  plausible  objection  which  you  will  rule,  in  adnamic  states  of  the  system,  and 
find  ui^  against  Dr.  Front's  hypothesis  is  dileases  in  whidi  ammonia  preponderates, 
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the  proportion  of  aric  «cid  falla  mnch  below  which  I  confesB  I  have  been  quite  nnsnc* 

the  healthy  average.  cewful  in  detecting  in  the  pink  deposits  of 

Urine  depositing'  uric  acid  vb  generally  which  it  wai  considered  the  pigment.  When 

nnusually  acid,  and  possesses  a  high  colour,  urate  of  ammonia  is  deposited  from  such 

often  iocreasing  with  the  amount  of  deposit,  urine,  it  combines  with  the  pink  pigment, 

The  latter  is  always  more  or  less  crystalline,  forming  a  kind  of  lake,  and  which  generally 

and  does  not  disappear  on  warming  the  urine,  but  partially  disappears  on  the  application 

which  at  once  distinguishes  it  from  deposits  of  heat  to  the  urine,  unless  a  little  water  be 

of  its  saline  combinations.      The  specific  previously  added.    This  deposit  varies  in 

gravity  is  generally  rather  high,  usually  ex-  hue  from  a  pale  pink  to  a  most  splendid 

ceeding  1  '020  :  and  in  these  cases  an  excess  purple.    To  appreciate  the  beauty  of  the 

of  urea  is  often  met  with  ;  so  that,  on  adding  colour,  the  deposit  should  be  collected  by 

a  few  drops  of  nitric  acid  to  some  contained  filtering  the  urine  through  white  blotting 

in  a  watchglass,  crystals  of  nitrate  of  urea  are  paper.     One  of  the  Fpecimens  I  now  shew 

formed  in  a  short  time.  you  is  from  a  patient  with  inflammatory  jaun- 

Urine  depariiing  urate  qfcmmonia  varies  dice,  and  the  other  from  a  person  sinking  of 

extremely  in  tint,  according  to  certain  modi-  phthisis.     Many  of  you  have  had  an  oppor- 

fications  of  the  colouring  matter  present,  tunity  lately  of  seeing  a  fine  example  of  this 

The  most  frequent  modifications  are   the  in  a  patient  of  Dr.  Addison's,  in  Billet  ward, 

following  : —  labouring  under  a  well-defined  tumor  in  the 

Firstly,  A  rather  pale-coloured  urine  of  region  of  the  liver,  attended  with  obscure 

moderate  density,  as  about  1*018,  which,  by  fluctuation;   and  whose  case,  as  many  of 

cooling,   lets  fall  a  copious  fawn-coloured  you  are  aware,  attracted  so  much  interest, 

deposit,    resembling    so    much  bath -brick  In  this  case,  as  in  most  others  where  this 

grated  into  the  fluid,  and  readily  disappears  splendid  pigment  is  secreted,  the  pink  de- 

on  applying  a  gentle  beat  to  a  little  contained  posit  did  not  always  appear ;  the  urine,  how- 

in  a  spoon.     This  is  frequently  of  transient  ever,  retaining  its  deep  tint.     This  arises 

occurrence,  and  appears  so  constantly  on  from  no  more  urate  of  ammonia  being,  on 

any  interflerence  with  the  cutaneous  transpi-  some  days,  present  than  can  remain  dissolved ; 

rations,  that  every  old  woman  will  diagnose  if  an  excess  occurred,  it  would,  in  the  act  of 

the  existence  of  a  **  cold"  when  this  state  of  being  deposited,  carry  down  with  it  a  coq- 

urine  is  present.  liderable  portion  of  the  colouring  matter. 

Secondly,  The  urine,  when  febrile  excite-  In  the  very  case  to  which  I  have  referred, 

ment  prevails,  often  assumes  a  brown  hoe,  copious  deposits  of  the  most  splendid  purple 

varying  from    the  colour   of   ale  to  that  were  present  on  December  15th,  whilst  on 

of  brandy,  generally  being  of  high  specific  the  three  following  days  they  were  absent ; 

gravity,  often  above  1*023,  and  depositing,  the  urine  retaining,  however,  its  crimson  hue. 

on  cooling,  a  reddish  brown  deposit  of  urate  Of    this    clear  urine  the  man  passed  on 

of  ammonia,  constituting  one  of  the  forms  December  16th  one  pint  and  a  half,  b  13125 

of  lateritious  or  brick-dust  deposit,  which,  grains,  of  specific  gravity  1*002.    By  the 

like  the  variety  I  have  just  described,  readily  process  I  ])ointed  out  to  you  at  our  last 

disappears  by  heat.     It  is  this  form  of  urine  meetins^,  you  can  readily  calculate  the  amount 

which  is  rendered  opaque  by  the  addition  of  of  solids  escaping  in  the  urine,  amounting  to 

a  drop  of  nitric  acid,  especially  if  added  be-  476  grains,    being   134  grains  b«low  the 

fore  all  the  urate  has  been  deposited.    This  healthy  average.     On  the  addition  of  nitric, 

opacity  depends  on  the  separation  of  uric  hydrochloric,  or  acetic  acid,  to  this  urine,  a 

acid  in  an  amorphous  form,  and  may  readily  copious  precipitate  of  deeply  coloured  uric 

be  mistaken  at  first  sight  for  a  deposit  of  acid   occurred.     Liquor  potasste   lightened 

ailbumen.    This  phenomenon  is  constantly  the  tint  of  the  urine  without  producing  any 

presented  by  the  urine  passed  in  the  first  visible  deposit.    It  was  not  affected  by  beat, 

stages  of  continued  fever.  If  you  take  the  trouble  to  evaporate  a  speci- 

Thirdly,  In  well-marked  affections  of  the  men  of  urine  possessing  this  deep-lrawuish- 
portal  system,  especially  when  connected  colour,  and  digest  alcohol  on  the  ratract, 
with  organic  disease  of  the  liver  or  spleen,  you  will  obtain  a  fine  purplish  crimson  solu- 
<or  when  suppuration,  especially  of  a  strumous  tion  exactly  resembling  in  tint  that  obtaiued 
character,  is  ffptng  on  in  the  body,  the  urine  by  digesting  the  deposit  itself  in  the  same 
is  found  to  possess,  in  many  instances,  a  menstruum.  Some  doubt  has  existed  re- 
deep  copper  colour,  often  verging  on  crimson,  garding  the  real  nature  of  the  pigment 
This,  I  believe,  depends  on  the  presence  of  colouring  the  urine  and  the  deposit.  Dr. 
a  peculiar  colouring  principle,  to  which  I  Prout  is  inclined  to  consider  that  the 
have  ventured  to  give  the  conventional  term  colouring:  agent  is  purpurate  of  ammonia 
of^tty^rtfte(QDys  Hospital  Reports,  1842),  (murexid  of  Liebig  and  Wohler).  From  a 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  purpurate  of  am-  very  careful  investigation  of  this  matter, 
monia  of  Dr.  Prout,  the  murexid  of  Liebig,  which  I  made  nine  years  ago  in  conjunction 
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with  Dr.  Brett,  I  feel  conviDced  that  the 
▼iew  taken  by  Berteliiis  and  some  others 
18  the  moat  correct.  You  win  find  the  result 
of  onr  experiments  published  in  the  Mbdtcal 
Gasbttk  for  1834.  I  have  since  repeated 
these  olMeryatioDs  on  many  fine  specimens 
oC  the  crimson  deposits,  and  invariably  met 
with  the  same  results.  As,  however,  Dr. 
Front  has,  in  the  last  edition  of  his  valuable 
work,  maintained  his  former  opinion,  I  have 
felt  it  necessary  to  allude  more  fully  to  this 
matter  than  I  should  otherwise  have  done. 
I  may  remind  you  that  urate  of  ammonia 
artificially  coloured  with  the  purpurate  of 


ammonia  (murexid)  does  not  become  de- 
colourised by  digestion  in  alcohol,  whilst  the 
natural  crimson  deposits  readily  yield  up 
their  pigment  to  this  menstruum.  "When 
aqueous  solutions  of  these  two  colouring 
matters  are  treated  with  different  re-agents, 
the  results  obtained  are  so  satisfeetory  that, 
in  my  opinion,  they  can  scarcely  leave  a 
doubt  as  to  the  natural  colouring  matter 
(purpnrine)  differing  (oto  calo  irom  murexid. 
The  table  I  now  place  before  you  shows  the 
results  of  some  experiments  of  this  kind : 
the  solutions  of  the  two  colouring  matters 
were  of  nearly  equal  intensity. 


Reagent 


Purpurine. 


Dihite  sulphuric  acid 


Liquor  potassK 
Hydrochloric  acid 

Ammonia 
Carb.  Potass 
Proto-chloride  of  tin 
Hot  acetic  add 


No  alteration  of  colour  until 
heat  is  applied,  when  it  be- 
comes slightly  paler 

Greenish -brown  colour 

No  alteration  of  colour  in  the 
cold 

Greenish-yellow  colotfr 

Yellow  colour 

No  change  of  colour 

No  change  of  colo^ir 


Murexid. 


Entirely  destroys  the  colour 


Pnrplish<lilao  colour 
Destroys  the  colour  instantly 

Deeper  crimson 
Deeper  pink 
Destroys  the  colour 
Destroys  the  colour 


I  Yenture  to  think,  gentlemen,  that  a 
glance  at  diis  table  will  be  sufficient  to  show 
the  correctness  of  the  position  I  have  assumed 
regarding  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  colouring 
natter  of  the  pink  deposits. 

Ponrthly,  Perfectly,  or  nearly,  white  de- 
poBitB  are  ocoasioniily  met  with  in  pale 
speoimens  of  urine,  especially  in  gouty  sub- 
jects. This  depoeit  consists  for  the  most 
part  of  urate  of  soda,  and  attention  has  been 
particularly  directed  to  it  by  Dr.  ProuL  It 
is  certainly  of  unfrequent  occurrence. 

Deposits  of  urate  of  ammonia  frequently 
contain  crystals  of  free  uric  acid,  which  be- 
come perfectly  obvious  by  gently  warming 


the  urine  to  dissolve  the  amorphous  deposit. 
They  likewise  frequently  co-exist  vrith  oxalate 
of  lime,  and  but  very  rarely  with  the  phos- 
phates. I  have  frequently  met  with  these 
deposits  of  urate  of  ammonia,  falling  wholly 
or  partly  in  a  gelatinous  state,  so  as  to  re- 
semble masses  of  mucus :  this  resemblanoe 
is  often  remarkably  striking.  The  applica- 
tion of  heat,  or  the  addition  of  a  drop  of 
liquor  potass*,  by  dissolving  the  deposit,  at 
once  distinguishes  it  from  mueus. 

At  our  next  meeting  I  shall  draw  your 
attention  to  the  microscopic  appearance 
presented  by  uric  acid  deposits,  and  to  the 
indic^ions  they  afford  in  practice. 


PHRENO-MAGNETISM. 


7b  the  Editor  (if  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

A  Mr.  Spkwcer  Hall  has  recently 
been  delivering,  in  the  city  of  York 
and  other  places,  a  series  of  lectures, 
illustrated  oy  experiments,  on  what  he 
calls  "phreno- magnetism."  As  these 
lectures  have  created  considerable  sen- 
sation, and  as  the  said^  Mr.  Spencer 
Hall  has  at  least  magnetised  the  purses 
of  the  worthy  but  somewhat  credulous 
citizens  of  York  to  some  purpose,  I 
have  deemed  the  subject  not  unwortiiy 
of  a  few  observations. 


It  may  be  thought  by  some  persons 
that  the  theory  promulgated  by  this 
charlatan  is  too  ridiculous  to  require 
serious  refutation.  I  may  or  I  may 
not  agree  in  that  opinion  ;  but  this 
fact  is  to  me  quite  evident,  that  things 
which  in  themselves  are  trifling  may 
be  swelled  and  magnified  into  import- 
ance where  a  large  portion  of  public 
attention  is  bestowea  u|^  thero.  In 
Sheffield,  in  Wakefield,  and  in  York,  a 
great  number  of  people,  and,  tnirabile 
aictu,  very  many  of  them  members  of 
the  medical  profession,  have  been  in- 
fected by  the  phreno- magnetic  mania, 
and  thejr  go  about  from  house  to  house 
seesawing  with  their  hands,  darting 
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• 

with  their  fingers,  staring  with  their  statement  be  heard  with  doubt --would 

eyes,  and  tickUng  up  the  craniological  it  not  be  received  with  caution,  would 

bumps  of  their  male  and  female  ac-  not  a  circumstance  so  mysterious,  so 

Suaintances.  It  therefore  becomes  the  irreconcileable  with  every  Known  prin- 
uty  of  the  press  to  take  up  the  matter,  ciple  of  science,  seem  of  itself  to  dc- 
and  abate  the  nuisance  by  unmasking  mand  the  strictest  scrutiny,  to  reouire 
the  imposition.  the  most  undeniable  evidence  oi  its 
I  write,  not  as  a  medical  man,  but  as  truth  P  It  19  now  known  to  be  a  fact — 
a  member  of  a  profession  in  which  I  why  it  is  so  we  have  yet  to  learn.  It  is 
am  accustomed  to  inquiries,  the  results  a  mystery  which  remains  to  be  un- 
of  which  are  determined  by  the  amount  folded  by  some  future  revelation.  If 
and  credibility  of  evidence  which  are  any  one  should  now  profess  to  doubt 
brought  to  bear  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  power  and  quality  of  the  magnet, 
the  other.  •  Before  I  proceed  to  the  we  snould  set  him  down  as  an  ignora* 
remarks  which  I  propose  to  make  on  *nus  or  an  idiot.  The  projected  dis- 
the  subject  the  title  of  which  I  have  covery  of  America  by  Columbus  was 
prefixed  to  this  article,  I  would  preli-  laughed  at.  Gallileo  was  persecuted 
minarily  observe,  that  I  am  not  a  de-  because  he  said  that  the  eartli  revolved 
termined  sceptic  as  to  mesmerism,  or  round  the  sun,  and  that  the  latter  was 
phrenology,  or  any  other  theory  which  stationary.  Newton's  theory  of  light, 
—my  mind  being  acted  upon  by  ha-  and  his  statement  that  while  was  a 
bitual  modes  of  thinking,  and  my  combination  of  all  the  colours,  were  at 
opinions  influenced  by  old-fashioned  first  scoffed  at.  The  use  of  vaccina- 
notions  of  things,  which  modes  and  tion  as  a  remedy  for  the  small  pox, 
notions  may,  and  very  probably  are,  when  introduced  by  the  immortal 
erroneous— nas  to  me,  upon  the  first  Jenner,  was  viewed  as  chimerical, 
face  of  it,  an  appearance  of  absurdity.  For  my  port,  instructed  by  the  lenona 
I  say  I  am  not  a  determined  seepCic ;  of  the  past,  I  will  never  ridicule  any 
I  would  not  prejudge ;  but  I  will  never  project,  however  preposterous  it  may 
eonsent  to  give  my  bdief  to  any  novel  appear.  I  will  even  admit  that  the 
doctrine  or  theory,  upon  any  subject  transmutation  of  metals  may  not  be 
whatsoever,  without  having  full  and  impossible,  nor  a  voyage  to  the  moon 
MUiafaetonr  proof  of  the  correctness  of  per  balloon  via  space  impracticable, 
that  doetnne  or  theory.  I  require  evi-  Such  are  mv  sentiments.  But  be  it 
dence*^clear,  undoubted,  unsusp  cted,  understood  tliat,  whilst  I  dismiss  seep- 
and  unsuspicious  evidence.  Dr.  John-  ticism,I  suspend  belief:  whilst  I  refuse 
son  has  written  an  admirable  essay  on  to  scoff,  1  hesitate  to  applaud.  I  de- 
the  danger  of  hastily  ridiculing  the  clare  myself  to  be  in  that  mental  state 
plans  and  propositions  of  projectors,  which  Locke  recommends  to  all  those 
seeinc^  what  extraordinary  aiscoveries  who  are  desirous  of  arriving  at  the  truth 
have  oeen  made  in  science— what  won-  — in  that  state  in  which  I  am  indifferent 
derful  inventions  have  been  produced  to  the  result,  whether  that  result  be 
in  art.  Now  the  most  improbable  and  the  irrefragable  proof  of  the  truth,  or 
apparently  impossible  theories  have  the  falsehood  of  a  theonr.  I  will,  how- 
been  proved  to  be  founded  on  the  im-  ever,  use  my  best  efforts,  when  the 
mutable  principles  of  scientific  truth,  occasion  seems  to  call  for  them,  to 
It  is  extremely  unsafe,  and  argues  a  expose  imposture  and  unveil  deceit,  to 
mind  contracted  bv  ignorance,  or  fet-  tear  from  ingenious  falsehood  its  plau- 
tered  and  enslaved  by  the  prejudices  of  sibility,  and  hold  up  to  execration  and 
a  partial  education,  to  pronounce  de-  derision  swindling  craft  and  designing 
cisively,  and,  as  it  were,  ex  caihetlrA,  quackery.  There  was  a  time,  and  that 
against  any  system  which,  untested  not  a  distant  one,  when  all  the  world 
and  unexamined,  appears  to  our  finite  believed  in  witchcraft.  This  belief 
perceptions^^d  imperfect  vision  ridi-  was  not  confined  to  the  poor,  the  mi- 
culous.  OM  of  the  most  extraordi-  serable,  the  ignorant,  but  was  mos( 
nary  discoveries  ever  made  in  science  confidently  entertained  by  the  wealthv, 
was,  perhaps,  the  ma£;net  If  the  fact  the  intelh^ent,  and  the  learned.  In 
were  now  stated  for  the  first  time,  that  the  year  1664  two  poor  old  women, 
a  needle,  after  having  undergone  a  called  Rose  Cullender  and  Amy  Deeny, 
certain  process,  would  point  always  to  were  tried  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds  before 
a  particular  quarter,  would  not  that  that  great,  good,  and  learned  judge, 
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Sir  Matthew  Hale,  convicted  of  the  friendless  old  women  were  convicted 
supposed  crime,  and  afterwards  exe-  and  hanged  ?  Yet  men  of  intelli^nce, 
cuted.     The  summing  up  of  the  learned  — men  of  learning — men  experienced 
Chief  Baron  on  that  occasion  is  curious,  in  all  the  tricks,  chicanery,  and  false- 
and  is  a  lamentable  proof  to    what  hood,  which  are  exhibited  in  courts  of 
human  weakness  the  most  intellectual  justice  —  men  acquainted,  from  long 
and  cultivated  men  may  be  subject,  to  study  and  observation,  with   all   the 
what  extent  they  may  be  duped  by  artful  turns  and  twists,  the  quirks  and  quid- 
imposture,  even  when  practised  by  the  diries,  the  lights  and  sbadcp,  of  the 
most  contemptible  and  the  most  de-  human  mind-~were  deceived  by  these, 
graded  of  beings.      He  said,  "That  and  others  ofa  similar  description;  an.d 
Uiey  had  now  two  things  to  inquire  although  humane,  benevolent,  and  mer- 
aAer.    First,  whether  or  no  these  chil-  ciful,  labouring  under  that  deception, 
dren     were    bewitched?      Secondly,  pronounced  the  extreme  sentence  which 
whether  the  prisoners  at  the  bar  were  the  law  can  indict — that  of  forfeiture 
guilty  of  it?    That  there  were  such  of  life.    The  present  age  is  more  en^ 
creatures  as  witches  he  made  no  doubt  lightened :  we  do  not  now  admit  the 
at  all;   for,  first,  the  Scriptures  had  possibility  of  witchcraft;  but  are  we 
affirmed  so  much ;  secondly,  ik*  wit'  proof  against  every  imposture,  are  we 
dom  of  all  nationt  had  provided  laws  incapable  of  being  deceived  ?    When 
against  such  persons,  which  is  an  ar-  witclicraft  was  believed,  men  lent  a 
gument  of  their  confidence  of  such  a  credulous  ear  to  every  tale  of  wonder ; 
crime.     And  such  hath  been  the  judg-  they  were  predisposed  to  be  convinced, 
ment  of  this  kin^om,  as  appears  bv  Now,  when  it  is  thought  to  be  impos- 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  which   hath  sible,  no  statement  of  its  efifects  would 
provided  punishment  proportionable  to  be  credited ;  and  therefore  no  statement 
the  quality  of  the  ofience ;  and  desired  is  made.    Those  who  believe  in  mes- 
them  strictly  to  observe  their  evidence,  merism  are  precisely  in  the  situation  of 
and  desired  the  Great  God  of  Heaven  those  who  believed  in  witchcraft;  the 
to  direct  their  hearts ;  for  to  condemn  cante  beins  fuUv  credited,  every  effect 
the  innocent  and  let  the  guiltif  go  free  is  received  on  tne  slightest  evidence. 
were  both  an  abomination  to  the  Lord"  There  is  a  predisposition  to  be  con* 
Puring  the  trial  various  experiments  vinced,  and  imposture  is  therefore  easy, 
were  made  on  the  children  to  prove  There  are  two  features  in  mesmerism 
that   they   were  bewitched,  amongst  calculated  to  induce  belief:  these  aiv, 
which   take  the  following : — '*  There  the  wonderful  and  the  new.    The  latter 
were  some  experiments  made  with  the  excites  curiosity,  the  former  a  secret 
persons  afflicted  by  bringing  persons  to  wish  that  it  may  be  true.    The  one 
touch  them  ;  and  it  was  observed  that  feeling  induces,  search,  and  the  other 
when  thev  were  in  the  midst  of  their  &ith.  There  was  a  time  when  astrology 
fits,  to  all  men's   apprehensions  de-  was  ranked  amongst  the  sciences ;  and 
prived  of  all  sense  ana  understanding,  even  yet  it  has  some  believers.    Kings 
closing  their Jtsts in  enrh  manner  ae  thai  and  nobles  had  their  horoscopes  cast; 
the  strongest  men  in  the  court  eonld  not  and   the  professors  of  the  swindling 
force  them  open  ;  yet  by  the  least  touch  mummery  were  loaded  with  wealth  and 
of  one  of  those  supposed  witches,  Rose  honours.    When  it  is  considered,  then. 
Cullender  by  name,  they  would  sud-  what  gross  deceptions  have  been  prac- 
denly  shriek  out,  opening  their  hands,  tised  in  times  past,  and  are  practised  in 
which  accident  could  not  happen  by  the  present  day — witness  Mormonism 
the  touch  of  any  other  person.     And  in  America,  which  has  upwards  of  a 
lest  they   might  privately    see  when  hundred  thousand  professors  —  it  be- 
they  were  touched  by  the  said  Hose  hoves  us  to  be  extremely  cautious  how 
Cullender,  they  were  blinded  with  their  we  receive  as  truth  the  theories  of  men, 
own  aprons,  and  the  touching  took  the  some  of  them  doubtless  honest,  but  en- 
same  efiect  as  before."  thusiastic ;    others,  there  is  as    little 
Can  any  person  of  the  present  day  doubt,    knavish    and    self-interested, 
doubt  that  this  was  imposture  ?  Is  there  Amongst  the  theories  lately  propounded 
a  single  juryman  who  would  not  reject  are  phrenology  and  mesmerism,  or.  as 
with  disgust  the  whole  of  the  evidence  some  persons  denominate   it,  animal 
which  was  adduced  on  that  trial,  and  ma^etisra.    I  prefer  the  former  desig- 
on    which    those    two    poor^   infirm,  nation ;  for  it  is  at  any  rate  expressive 
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of  a  fact,  Mesmer  being  the  name  of  path.  Disdaining  the  somewhat  beaten 
the  German  empiric  who  practised  it.  tracks  ofGallandSpunheim,  of  Mcsmer 
The  latter  is  only  expressive  of  an  and  Elliotson,  he  has  carved  for  himself 
opinion,  the  correctness  of  which  re-  a  new  road  to  fame — and  may  I  not 
mains  to  be  proved.  Now  I  believe  also  say  to  profit?  Out  of  the  materials 
that  phrenology  is  true  to  a  certain  supplied  by  these  men  he  has  moulded 
extent.  I  believe  that  a  man,  to  possess  a  fresh  teienct  CO  combining  the  prin- 
sense,  must  possess  a  fair  modicum  of  ciples  both  of  mesmerism  and  phreno- 
brains.  I  do  not  say  that  the  human  logy.  To  this  tcience  he  has  given  the 
head  may  not  be  mnp|)ed ;  that  every  com|iOund  name  of  phreno-magpetism. 
faculty  and  every  passion  do  not  reside  But  in  this  prolific  nge  of  theones  why 
in  some  particular  portion  of  the  brain ;  should  I  be  excluded  ?  I  have  disco- 
that  the  place  in  which  each  faculty  vered  a  new  science,  which  consists  of 
and  each  passion  is  deposited  has  not  the  tcientia  or  knowledge  of  Mr. 
been  discovered ;  and  that  the  phreno-  Spencer  Hall ;  and  I  have  bestowed 
logist  can  not  unerringly  place  his  upon  it  the  title  of  Pkreuo-SpenceriaM' 
finger  upon  it.  1  do  not  pronounce  magnetic  humbug,  Mr.  Spencer  Hall 
these  negations,  but  I  require  proofs  in  ^'as  formerly  a  journeyman  printer  in 
the  affirmative.  I  believe  that,  to  a  the  York  Courant  Newspaper  Office. 
certain  extent,  there  is  truth  in  mes-  The  public  will  be  rather  surprised, 
merism :  T  believe  that,  by  a  peculiar  and  indeed  it  is  somewhat  paradoxical, 
monotonous  motion  (if  the  term  mono-  that  after  having  b^n  a  man  of  letters, 
tonous  ma V  be  applied  to  motion),  or  by  he  should  be  an  illiterate  man.  But 
keeping  tne  eye  fixed  for  a  length  of  paradoxical  as  it  may  sound,  it  is 
time  on  some  particular  object,  a  state  nevertheless  the  fact.  He  himself  con- 
of  coma,  or  even  catalepsy,  may  be  fesses  that  he  is ''a  plain-spoken  man,*' 
induced.  1  do  not  say  tnat  a  person  and  not  *'an  acute  elocutionist  ;'*  and 
under  the  efiTects  of  mesmerism  can  not  he  apologises  for  his  limping  oratory, 
see  with  the  back  of  his  head,  or  with  saying,  "  I  cannot  sneak  well  for  them 
his  gieat  toe,  or  with  his  knee-bone;  I  myself^koweverwelii  may  be  able  to  write 
do  not  say  that  he  can  not  plav  a  tune  for  them  in  private,  as  in  writing  we 
upon  every  instrument,  though  lie  never  nave  to  employ  a  difiTerent  class  of 
before  played  upon  any  instrument;  fecnlties  to  those  emploved  in  public 
that  he  can  not,  by  certain  motions  speakers."  I  really  don't  see  why  he 
with  his  hands,  throw  another  person,  snould  write  well,  and  sneak  badly,  be- 
sitting  in  another  room,  into  a  profound  cause  in  the  one  he  employs  a  dinerent 
sleep.  I  do  not  say  that  a  piece  of  class  of  faculties  from  those  which  he 
golo,  or  a  piece  of  nickel,  after  having  emplovs  in  the  other.  But  allowing 
been  held  for  a  short  space  within  the  that,  ne  will,  I  think,  admit  that  the 
palm  of  one  man,  and  then  put  into  the  rules  of  grammar  require  to  be  observed 
Iiand  of  another,  w4ll  not  produce  in  in  both ;  and  that  if  a  man  can  write 
that  other  coma,  clairvoyance,  sleep-  grammatical|y,heC(tnalsospeak  gram- 
waking,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  charac-  matically.  There  are  some  things, 
teristics  and  features  of  the  mesmeric  certainly,  which  are  not  perceived  m 
state.  I  do  not  say  that  all  the  effects  written  compositions;  for  instance,  the 
above  mentioned  will  not  or  can  not  be  absence  of  the  U  without  leave,  when 
produced ;  all  that  I  require  is  evidence  its  presence  is  really  a  sine  qua  uon  ;  and 
that  .they  can.  But,  say  the  disciples  the  most  exasperating  "  exasperation" 
of  Lh  Fontaine,  of  Elliotson,  of  Mesmer,  of  it,  when  its  company  may  be  dis- 
you  have  evidence.  I  am  dissatisfied  pensed  with.  The  "Sun"  newspaper 
with  it.  I  am  (1  hope)  of  an  ingenuous  nas  a  paragraph  relating  to  this  gentle- 
nature;  I  am  extremely  open  to  con-  man,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
viction ;  I  have  rather  a  tendency  to  extract : — •*  Many  of  our  readers,  who 
the  credulous ;  but  I  am  not  gullable.  by  this  time  have,  no  doubt,  been 
Let  me  have  honest  evidence,  pro-  deeply  interested  by  our  report,  taken  a 
ceeding  from  competent  witnesses—  few  days  ago  from  the  Ytrk  Courani, 
competent  both  on  tne  ground  of  Intel-  of  Mr.  Spencer  Itall's  lecture  on  phre- 
lect  and  disinterestedness— and  I  will  nology  and  magnetism,  in  that  city 
believe.  Mr.  Spencer  Hall  (for  he  and  Sheffield,  in  the  latter  of  whicn 
claims  to  be  considered  the  originator  place  he  holds  a  respectable  situation, 
of  the  theo^)  has  struck  out  a  new  will  be  surprised  to  near  that  he  if  th« 
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identical  indmduHl  whom  we  noticed  a  thrown  into  a  mesmeric  state  at  all ;  I 
^ort  time  since  in  connection  with  our  do  not  believe  that  any  one.  of  the 
popular  literature,  as  the  "Sherwood  organs  pretended  to  be  excited  was 
Forester."  Under  that  designation  ever  brought  into  activity,  supposing 
he  has  risen,  by  ori^nal  strength  of  the  latter  to  be  possible.  Mr.  Spencer 
mind  and  dose  application,  from  the  Hall  first  call^  into  operation  the 
humble  obscurity  of  a  one-«toried  organ  of  veneration,  and  the  lad  fell 
Nottinghamshire  cottage,  to  a  re-  apon  his  knees,  and  lif(ed  up  his  hands 
a^ctable  rank  in  the  world  of  letters ;  as  though  he  were  engaffed  in  prayer, 
his  "Forester's  Offering,"  and  "Ram-  Next  he  touched  up  acquisitiveness  and 
bles  in  the  Country,"  having  been  very  secretiveness,  and  ne  filched,  not  *'  from 
widely  read  and  appreciated.  We  un-  the  shelf  a  precious  diadem,"  but  the 
derstand  that  he  receives  the  title  of  snufer  tray,  and**  put  it  into  hispocket." 
**  a  new  Wizard  of  the  North."  •  •  •  Then  conscientiousness,  when  re- 
He  is,  we  are  informed,  expected  to  pentance,  that "  tender  sprite,"  touched 
visit  the  metropolis,  in  order  that  his  nis  guilty  soul,  and  he  returned  it.  Then 
Utartling  observations  and  discoveries  in  self-esteem,  and  he  buttoned  up  his 
fldence  may  obtain  the  consideration  coat  (that  being  the  way  I  suppose  that 
which,  if  true,  they  *  certainly  merit."  tailors  exhibit  a  good  opinion  of  them- 
The  "  Sherwood  Forester"  of  the  selves,)  put  something  to  his  8ini$ter 
present  day  beats  his  prototype,  Robin  eye  resembling  a  quizzing-glass,  and 
Hood,  hollow.  He  levies  hifi  contribtt-  strutted  about  the  platform.  Then 
tions  with  greater  security,  and  de*  aversion,  and  he  turned  up  his  nose 
eidedly  shoots  with  a  much  longer  bow.  and  snapped  his  fingers  at  nis  patron. 
When  he  visits  the  metropolis,  I  Then  benevolence,  and  he  gave  him  a 
sincerely  trust  he  will  be  taken  to  the  ehilling.  Then  alimentiveness,  and  he 
Greenwood;  not  that  which  erst  was  took  an  oran^  out  of  his  pocket  and 
situated  amidst  the  romantic  wilds  of  be^n  to  suck  it.  Then  form  and  imi* 
Yorkshire  and  Nottinghamshire,  but  tation,  and  a  paper  and  pencil  beuig  put 
that  which  may  be  seen  daily  on  the  before  him  he  oegan  to  write.  Then 
bench  at  one  of  the  ix)lice  offices.  The  eventuality,  and  he  "  pitied  the  poor 
**  Wizard  of  the  North"  may  be  assured  nuns  who  were  confined  so."  Theft 
that  the  law  inflicts  now  no  punish-  language,  and  he  recited  "  near  yonder 
ment  for  witchcraft,  but  it  does  inflict  copse  where  once  a  garden  smiled,  &c." 
a  punishment,  and  a  severe  one,  on  Then  tune,  and  he  straightway  whistled 
those  persons  who  obtain  money  under  and  hummed  a  tune.  Then  industry, 
fiilse  pretences.  and  he  moved  his  elbows  as  though  he 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  his  lecture  at  were  stitching  a  pair  of  f mall-clothes. 
York,  or  rather  to  his  illustrations.  Then  philo-progenitivcness,  and  he 
for  it  would  positively  be  a  waste  of  aflected  to  nurse  a  baby,  and  so  on  to 
time  and  paper  to  criticise  the  crude,  the  end  of  the  chapter.  Now  it  was 
indigested,  indigestible  nonsense  which  rather  a  singular  coincidence,  that  for 
he  uttered.  After  his  lecture,  then,  was  the  manifestation  of  alimentiveness,  he 
finished,  he  commenced  his  experi-  should  An^/ifu  to  have  an  orange  in  his 
ments,  and  on  a  sign  being  made  by  nim,  pocket ;  for  that  of  acquisitiveness,  the 
forth  issued  from  the  audience  a  snufTer-tray  should  be  so  placed  that  he 
loutish  looking  lad,  who  might  be  per-  should  be  able  to  walk  straight  up  to 
haps  about  twenty  years  of  age.  This  it,  and  put  his  hand  upon  it ;  and  for 
youth  we  were  informed  was. by  pro-  that  of  benevolence,  he  should  happen 
ression  *a  tailor.  The  phreno-magne-  to  recollect  (all  his  other  faculties,  bie  it 
tiser  having  placed  him  in  a  chair,  remembered,  were  asleep,  benevolence 
began  to  move  his  hands,  after  the  alone  being  awake,)  that  in  his  leftside 
manner  of  tlie  mesmerisers,  and  in  a  waistcoat  pocket  there  was  a  shillin|^. 
few  Minutes  threw  him  into  a  state  of  It  was  fortunate  he  did  not  put  his 
coma  and  catalepsy;  that  is,  he  pre-  hand  into  the  right  side  pocket,  or  into 
tended  to  do  so.  Now  before  I  proceed  his  coat  pocket,  for  then  probably  the 
a  step  further,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  return  would  have  been  ni?,  but  that  he 
without  mincing  the  matter  in  the  least,  put  it  into  the  very  pocket  in  which 
that  in  my  firm  conviction  the  whole  of  the  odd  shilling  was  contained  for  that 
Mr.  Snip's  performance  was  rank  im-  particular  purpose.  The  platform  which 
posture.     I  do  not  believe  that  he  was  was  raised,  was  of  very  limited  dimeii- 

794.— XXXI.  3  B 
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sions,  and  considering  thatcircumBtance,  imitative  was  greater.  I  am  mnch  roiA^ 

it  did  appear  to  me  somewhat  extraor-  taken  if  that  youth  has  not  been  a 

dinary  tnat  the  young  man,  with  his  strolling  player,  rehearsing  perhaps  in 

eyes  shut,  should  be  able  to  strut  about  the  characters  of  George  Barnwell,  and 

iinder   the    influence    of  self-esteem,  Jack  Sheppard,  the  acts  which  he  has 

aversion,  &c.,  and  yet  never 'transgress  now  begun  to  play  in  the  drama  of  real 

its  boimdaries.    The  organ  of  language  life,  and  destined  not  improbably  to  a 

I  have  always  understock  is  that  faculty  similar  exit  to  that  of  these  worthies, 

which  enables  a  person  who  possesses  His  manifestations  of  tragedy,  comedy, 

it  to  speak  with  fluency;   to  utter  a  self-communion,    were    alL   evidently 

number  of  words  without  reference  to  studied,  though  absurd..    Id  exhibiting 

the    sense  or  nonsense    which    they  tragedy  he  endeavoured  to  throw  him* 

convey,  those  words  being  bis  own.    I  self  into  the  attitude  of  the  tragic  muse, 

have  never  supposed  (but  I  may  have  in  embodying  comedy  he  lauffhed  idio- 

been  mistaken^)  that  a  full  develope-  tically,  and  spreading  out  bis  hands 

ment  of  that  organ  enabled  him  simply  placed  the  extreme  end  of  his  thumb  to 

to  recite  the  words  of  others,  which  he  the  tip  of  his  nose— a  low  and  vulgar 

had  committed  to  memory.    But  Mr.  action,  not  in   the    least  comic,  and 

Wilmot,  such  being  the  name  in  which  calculated  to  excite  instead  of  a  feeling 

the  young  Knight  of  the  thimble  re*  of  risibility  an  almost  uncontrollable 

joices,  when  his  organ  of  language  was  desire  to  kick  him  out  of  the  room* 

excited,  attempted  to  spout  a  quotation  Self-communion   was  represented    bj 

from  Goldsmith's  "  Deserted  V  illage."  bis  seating  himself  upon  a  chair  with  a 

But  why,  I  ask,  why  was  he  not  perfect  slow  and  dignified  motion,  placing  one 

in  that  quotation,  wht^  did  his  memory  leg  across  the  other,  his  elbow  upon 

fail  him,  and  why,  i  emphatically  ask,  his  knee,  and  his  head  upon  his  hand, 

did  Mr.  Spencer  Hall  prompt  him  in  a  having  his  forefinger  in  a  perpendicular 

whisper  P   Yes,  sir,  I  state  it  as  a  fact,  position,  and  the  thumb  under  his  chin, 

for  the  truth  of  which  I  pledge  my  What  is  firmness  ?    I  understand  it  to 

honoA,  and  to  which  I  am  ready  to  be  a  mental  fixedness,  an  innate  resolve 

bear  testimony  under  the  sanctity  of  an  not  to  be  shaken  ;  a  determination  not 

oath,  should  it  be  required,  that  Mr.  to  be  moved.     It  is  purely  mental,  it  is 

Spencer  Hall   did  prom|  t  him  in  a  the  immutability  of  the  spirit  within^ 

wnisper,  which  whisper  was  evidently  the  existence  of  which  is  not  expressed 

not   intended    far    the    ears    of   the  by  corporal  actions,  at  least  very  slightly 

audience,  but  which  was  nevertheless  so.  There  ia  a  compression  of  the  lips,  a 

distinctly  heard  by  me.  i  his  fact  alone  calm  sternness  of  the  eye,  which  ex* 

proves  that  the  wnole  performance  was  press   the   soul^s    deep    resolve,    but 

a  trick,  a  juggle,  a  cunnine  device  to  nothing  more»    If  any  one  wishes  to 

raise  money.     It  proves  that  all  his  see  firmness  expressed^  let  him  look  at 

manifestations  were  &  mere  fiction,  a  the  picture  of  Napoleon  ;  there  it  is  ia 

parable  of  the  bad  tower,  conveying  God-like  sublimity.    How  did  Spencer 

this  moral)  that  the  most  intelligent  Hall's  buflfoon  exhibit  it  ?    He  planted 

men  are  liable  to  become  the  dupes  of  his  feet  upon  the  ground  with  tremen* 

the  most  ignorant  and  contemptible,  dous  vehemence,  and   threw  up   his 

Whilst  the  first  actor  was  going  through  arms  as  if  he  were  going  *' to  pluck 

his  paces,  the  second  one,  then  in  the  bright    honour    from    the    pale-faced 

midale  of  the  room,  was  heard  to  say,  moon,"  or  as  if  he  were  challenging 

**  I  shall  perform  much  better  when  the  **  Herald  Mercury"  to  a  boxing- 

my  turn  comes."  match.     I  thought  it  not  unlikely  that 

We  have  been  informed  by  EUiotson,  he  had  seen  Ducrow'^  representation 

and  others  learned  in  the  tcieuce,  that  of  Ajax  defying  the  lightning,  and  that 

a  patient  when  he  is  awake  is  utterly  this  was  a  poor  imitation  of  it— to  me, 

unconscious  of  what  has  taken  place  it  appeared  as  much  like  firmness  as  a 

when  he  was  in  a  state  of  mesmeric  horse  chesnut  is  like  a  chesnut  hors& 

coma.  How,  then,  could  this  man  know  Now  if   the  various  faculties  which 

that  he  would  perform  better  2    How-  were    pretended   to    be   excited    had 

ever,  he  told  the  truth,  he  did  perform  been  really  excited,  every  manifestatioa 

better;  he  was  evidently  the  better  actor  would  have  been  natural ;  for  not  arl^ 

of  the  two ;  he  had  been  more  carefully  but  nature,  would  have  spoken,  and  her 

truned,  or  his  natural  talent  for  thie  voice  would  have  been  echoed  by  a 
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responsive  chord  in  the  boaom  of  eyery  obtained   money  from  the  people  of 

one  present.    The  organs  of  dancing,  York  and  other  places  by  exhibiting 

climuing,  acquaintanceship, swimming,  so-called  manifestations  of  the  truth 

and  destructiveness,  were  all  in  their  of  phrenology  and  mesmerism,  which 

order  brought  into  operation,  and  he  manifestations  were  feigned,  acted,  and 

accordingly  danced,  climbed,  nodded  false.— I  nm,  sir,                                 > 

to  the  company,  swam,  and  broke  a  Your  obedient  servant, 

chair  in  pieces.     Mr.  Spencer  Hall  A  Babrister  on  the  Northebit 

attempted  to  give  a  specimen  of  clair-  Circuit. 

voyance,  and  he  told  the  company  that  (The  writer  of  the  above  has  ftnr- 

his  subject  could  see  with  the  back  of  nished  us  with  his  name;  and  a  well- 

his  head.    A  medical  gentleman  signi-  known  phvsiciaa  also  guarantees  the 

fied  that  he  would  put  him  to  the  test  accuracy  of  the  statements.— £d.  Gaz.] 

He  took  out  his  watch,  and,  altering  it  —======:-__-_----__-— ^ 

from  10,  that  being  the  period  of  the  

evening,  to  a  qtianer  paU  7,  he  put  it  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

behind  the  young  man's  head.    "What  „  ._,       _,           ,,•  ,a^„ 

is  that  which isheldbehind your  headP"  Frtrfay,  February  17, 1843. 

A  watch,  of  course ;  he  heard  the  tick-  

ing.     "  But  what  a  clock  is  it  P"     Aye,  ••  Ucet  omnlbut,  licet  etiam  xnlhi,  difpiitJitem 

there's  the  rub.    The  impostor  did  not  Artit  MtdUm  toeii ;  potettas  modo  venieadi  in 

know  that  the  time  of   the  watch  had  PuWicum  tit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuao.»» 

been  altered.    What  is   his   answer  P  Cicero. 

«•  Twenty-six  minutes  to  10."    Did  he 

really  see  the  watch  ?     If  he  did,  he  QUACKERIES  OF  THE  DAY. 

would  also  have  seen  that  the  time  was  ^hile   the   alchemists  were    enthu- 

a  quarter  past  7  by  the  watch,  though  .    ^.    „                 •       ^u  •    t           a 

it  was  not  V  the  night.    It  is  evid&t  "^stically  consuming  their  hves  and 

that  he  did  not  see  it :  then  was  he  a  fortunes,  and  melting  down  the  ingots 

liar  and  impostor.    The  straw  slowly  of  their  disciples,  in  seeking  Tor  the 

and  silently  floating  upon  the  broad  philosopher's  stone  and  the  elixir  of 

bosom  of  the  mighty  nver  indicates  its  f.^          j<    i           i    i   j           i 

course,  a  feathw  filing  through  the  ^^f^!  °^^^»^^^  °^^^,  ^^^^^  «^^«^y  <;°' 

air  informs  us  from  what  quarter  the  K^^^^  more  or  less  credence  to  the 

eentle  breeze  proceeds,  which,  in  an  promises  of  the  adepts,  according  as 

Konr  or  two,  may  rise  into  a  fearful  their   own   temperaments,   education, 

IT^^:  '8o'dr^.frraf^h5^:  -^  pun.uits.  favoured  or  cou„te«cted 

every  trifle,  enable  us  to  detect  impos-  »  disposition  to  creduhty ;  and  though 

ture,  fathom  fraud,  and  penetrate  de-  no  doubt  often  disposed  to  be  angry 

ceit.    The  fact  of  Spencer  Hall's  whis-  with  those  who  promised  to  render  the 

pering  to  his  tool,  and  the  fact  of  the  ^^  ^f  ^^^^.       needless,  and  to  make 

young  man  saying  it  was  26  minutes  to  ,,           ,      .^  ,  xi_  .  i.              u  , 

10,  wlien  it  was  a  quarter  past  7,  these  ^""^^  ^p  plentiful  that  fees  would  be 

two  &cts  clearly  prove  that  both  master  worthless,  yet  they  wisely  adopted  the 

and  man  are  impostors.     If  they  im-  products  of  the  laboratory  into  their 

pose,  or  attempt  to  impose,   in    one  materia  medica.    mending  their  own 

thing,  what  security  have  you  that  they  ,         j    *    i       ^  •*      j*u  *u 

have  not  imposed  in  everything?  None  ^""^^  ^^  ^  longevity  with  the  re- 

whatever.    But  some,  zealous  in  defend-  luse  of  the  furnace  and  the  crucible^ 

ing  this  new  theory,  may  say  it  was  and  lining  their  own  pockets  with  the 

impossible  so  to  act.    Sir,  1  have  shown  precious  metals  earned  by  this  humble 

r«S\"hS'SJ^"si'&Sew*  butusefulkindofn.acad^«ing.    Che- 

Hale  was  deceived  by  them,  and,  la-  «»"*«  8>nce  the  tune  of  Bacon  have 

bouring   under   that   deception,    sen-  become  gradually  less  extravagant  in 

tenced  two  poor  old  women  to  an  ig^  their  promises ;  neither  Faraday  nor 

nominious  death.    I «««  «P  Jjy,^\"^  Liebig,  we  fancy,  have  hinted  at  any 

mgit  to  be  my  firm  conviction  that  the  ,..     ^'       ^^    /             ,   ^u          ^ 

whole  of  Mr.  Hall's  peformance  was  a  ^^^^%  ^^cUy  to  supersede  the  practice 

juggle  and  a  trick,  and  that  he  has  of  medicine,  or  greatly  to  affect  thtt 
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currency  queBtioo,  though  the  fonner  and  high  quality,  is  as  dangerous  alike 

has  dropped  hints  about  making  dia-  to  friend  and  foe,  but  in  which  you 

monds  from  charcoal,  and  getting  fuel  are  often  so  cheated  by  your  contrac- 

irom  water  after  the  exhaustion  of  the  tors,  that   it  is  worse    than    useless. 

coal  fields ;  and  the  latter  'gentleman  I  make  no  shew  or  parade,  insulting 

has  rather  menaced  Corporal  Trim's  you  with  long  files  of  obtrnsiTe  guards 

theory   of  animal  heat   and   radical  in  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow :  in 

moisture,  as  broached  in  the  trenches  fact,  my  troops  are  at  once  active  for 

of  Nimeguen.     The  doctors  and  the  you  and  inofiensiye  to  you— secret  in 

experimental  chemists  are  now  on  very  attack,  deadly  in  aim,  efilcient  in  ser- 

good  terms,  and  each  new  pharma-  vice,  and  economical  in  maintenance. 

copcBia  is,  in  a  friendly  manner,  by  The   unsuspecting.  English    public 

various   recent   discoveries,   aucia   et  opens  its  mouth  and  rubs  its  eyes  and 

emendata*  ears  at  this  tempting  proposal,  goes  to 

Chemistry,  no  longer  the  rival  of  see  the  new  troops  on  parade,  and  en- 
Medicine,  is  indeed  her  most  valued  joys  exceedingly  a  few  sham  fights, 
ally,  from  whom  she  derives  instruc-  and  even  a  real  skirmish  or  two,  with 
tion  and  discipline  in  her  training,  some  of  those  enemies  which  plague 
materials  for  her  warfare,  and  amuse-  him  most.  Feux  de  joie  are  fired  for 
ment  for  her  leisure.  Both  are  the  successes  which  the  old  soldiers  would 
futhful  servants  of  mankind  in  their  have  thought  mere  matters  of  course, 
struggles  with  the  material  world — with  and  which  the  new  ones  would  never 
disease  and  death.  have  gained,  but  that  the  said  public. 

But  the  public  have   of  late  been  during  the  excitement  of  novelty,  had 

tempted  to  discard  physic  and  her  faith-  left  off  its  abominable  habits  of  over- 

ful  ally.   Overtures  have  been  made  by  eating  and  drinking,  and  really  done 

three  foreign  powers  to  perform  all  the  all  in  its  power  to  help  rather  than 

garrison  duty,  as  well  as  the  severer  impede  its  defenders, 

field-service,  more  certaiuly,  more  efiec-  The  probability  is,  that  while  the 

tually,  and  more  cheaply.    Hydropathy  public  is  doubting  whether  or  not  it 

•ays,  I  have  common  sense,  and  the  should  cashier  the  veterans  and  enlist 

whole  animal    creation   on  my  side,  this  new  brigside — this  German  Legion 

Mesmerism  says,  I  will  perform  all  — in  its  service,  some  persons  of  rank 

your  amputations  without  pain  or  in-  and  consideration  are  picked  off  by  the 

convenience,  and  give  you  such  secret  enemy.    Plenty    of  excuses   will  be 

intelligence  of  your  enemies'  move-  found  for  this,    no    doubt,~the   old 

ments,  that,  with  your  eyes  shut,  you  regime  was  not  without  its  heavy  losses 

shall  see  more  than  you  now  see  with  — "  veniam  petimusque  damusque  vicis- 

your  eyea   open.     But  Homoeopathy  >im."    The  old  guard  was  on  duty  stiU 

promises  most,  and  says,  I  will  spare  partly ;  the  fault  was  quite  as  much 

yon   that  terrible  effusion   of  blood,  theirs,  and  so  on ;  but  in  the  end  the 

%hich,  as  even  your  present  defender^  public  comes  to  its  senses,  and  no  great 

admit,  often  makes  their  victories  as  W^ischief  is  done.     The  average  loss  is 

bad  as  defeats — that  sad  drain  upon  &hout  the  same,  and  the  free  knights 

your   resources   which  has   so  ^often  pocket  their  pay  and  depart— to  offer 

nearly  starved  you  into  a  surrender,  their  services  elsewhere, 

and  left  you  no  strength  for  a  sortie—  One  word  to  the  veterans  of  our 

that  enormous  outlay  upon  ammuni-  forces,  and  our  companions  in  arms  :— 

tion,  which,  supposing  it  to  be  of  good  Let  us  not  be  wasting,  in  unprofitable 
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disputes  with  these  gentlemen,  time  It  is  not  enough  to  show,  as  in  every 
and  temper  and  talents,  which  are  ease,  no  doubt,  it  might  be  shown,  that 
needed  for  the  warfare  with  the  com-  these  false  teachers  do  in  their  educa- 
mon  enemy,  disease.  There  are  no  tion,  their  habits,  their  mental  or  moral 
doubt  some  honest,  and  many  clever  conformation,  give  undoubted  proof  of 
men  amongst  them.  Their  practice  some  grievous  obliquity  which  keeps 
is  at  present  confined  almost  ex-  their  talents  perversely  turned  in  a 
clusively  to  that  class  of  persons  wrong  direction.  It  is  not  enough  to 
who,  long  tormented  by  chronic  ail-  show,that  the  timid  libertine,  the  fretful 
ments,  are  seeking r  lief  wherever  it  is  dys^ieptic,  or  the  heart-broken  friends 
promised  in  the  most  alluring  form,  of  the  hopeless  consumptive,  will  per- 
For  such  there  must  always  be  found  sist,  in  opposition  to  the  clearest  evi- 
a  novelty.  Patients  of  this  class  are,  dence,  in  throwing  away  their  money 
it  is  true,  amongst  the  most  lucrative ;  and  their  hopes  on  the  large  promises 
when  relieved  they  are  often  generous  of  the  enthusiastic  and  the  unscrupu- 
^d  grateful,  and  extend  the  fame  of  lous.  The  average  of  this  class  of  suf- 
tfaeir  professional  advisers.  But,  on  the  ierers  does  not  greatly  vary,  and  is  not 
otherhand,  if  not  relieved,  they  are  fickle,  more  than  enough  to  supply  the 
find  sometimes,  we  fear,  defamatory,  amateur-dispensers  of  infallible  reme- 
The  upright  and  scientific  practitioner  dies,  and  the  well-known  advertisers 
will,  if  he  preserve  his  independence  who  address  them  in  the  ordinary  forms 
^nd  his  temper,  his  self-respect  and  his  of  the  newspaper  and  the  hand-bill, 
respect  for  others,  see  out  two  or  three  Something  more  than  this  is  at  work ; 
changes  of  these  ephemeral  wonders,  more  abundant  materials  are  wrought 
The  shrewdness  of  self-defence  makes  upon ;  whole  iamilies  are  unsettled  in* 
people  calculate  averages,  and  acute  dis-  their  medical  confidence.  A  few  slight 
case  will  rigorously  extract  the  truth  trials,  or  even  a  few  conversations  with 
from  homceopathy.  The  practitioners  an  agreeable  and  clever  HomcBopath* 
of  this  age  will,  of  necessity,  learn  some-  during  a  season  in  town,  suffice  to  in- 
thing  from  it;  a  diminution  in  the  stii  a  doubt,  and  a  plausible  volume 
amount  of  physic  swallowed  will  be  perused  in  the  country,  to  confirm  it. 
a  gain  divided  pretty  equaUy  between  The  next  case  which  the  family  medical 
them  and  the  public.  attendant  has   to   treat   is  jealously 

Any  very  great  increase  in  the  watched.  Every  symptom  and  every 
amount  and  variety  of  religious  dissent,  remedy  is  not  only  subjected  to  micro- 
although  depending  in  a  great  degree  on  scopic  observation,  but  seen  in  a  light 
political  causes,  andon  other  concurrent  polarized  by  new  suspicions  and  a 
circumstances  more  or  less  obvious  new  theory.  What  wonder,  then,  that^ 
to  the  philosophical  observer,  has  al-  as  in  optics,  the  minute  examinatiou 
ways  been  rightly  judged  to  be  con-  of  small  things,  so  valuable  to  the  phi- 
nected  with  imperfections  in  the  losophic  and  the  experienced,  should 
national  establishment  i  and  we  may  present  to  the  uninformed  eye  only 
be  sure  that  the  unsettling  of  me-  distortion  and  mistake  :  not  quite  onlff 
dical  belief  among  the  people  of  distortion  and  mistake,  however,  for, 
this  country,  and  the  lapse  of  several  alas !  enough  of  truth  is  seen  to  give 
men  of  ability  and  of  regular  profes-  credibility  to  a  host  of  fallacies.  Micro- 
sional  education  into  lamentable  me-  scopists  were  long  in  settling  the  size 
dical  heresies,  does  indicate  something  and  shape  of  the  blood-globules,  but  if 
wrong  in  established  medical  practice,    any  one  had  propounded  for  the  core 
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or  pierendon  of  disease  a  theory  which  rerered  the  memory  of  hit  gnat  predeoenor  f 

depended  on  their  being  star^haped,  f?"^  ^^j?*  P^'»f  -  dwiMnt  quod  non  intd. 

*  °         ^.    *^.  hgunt"  aptly  descnbes  the  jadgment  of  the 

and  had  shown  a  microscope  at  Channg  ninltitude,  it  is  equally  true  that  it  rttfurtM 

Cross  to  prove  it,  he  wonld  have  had  high  and  perhaps  kindred  talent  to  eatunat* 

abundantwitnessestothe  supposed  truth  8^.'"!!.V*"/'*^Tr?'^^'  ^       .    .^.^      ^ 
,      .    ^,                  TT        4.            •-.        Sir  Charles  Bell  was  bom  in  1775 » and, 

every  day  m  the  year.    Honest  men,  it  ^j^^  studying  some  years  at  the  high  school 

is  said,  have  looked  at  the  lion  over  of  Edinburgh,  begm  the  study  of  anatomy 

Northumberland  House  till  they  fan-  «nder  his  brother  John.     That  brother, 

•  J  -i.   X  -1  J  twelve  years  older  than  himself,  was  already 

eied  Its  tail  moved.  i^  1,.^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^  ^^^  „d  „  ; 

Let  us  work  hard,  then,  to  learn  and  lecturer.    The  instructions  of  such  a  teacher 

to  teach  the  greatest  possible  amount  could  scarcely  have  been  heard  without  profit 

.f  truth  with  the  smallest  amount  of  ^cU°e.°^t:2;Z:' a  by^T^:  SfcH^ 

error.     Let  us  base  onr  medical  educa^  in   his  twenty-secood    year,   of  the  first 

tion  on  the  broadest  possible  foonda-  volume  of  his  "  System  of  IHssections"— ^ 

tions  of  general  science.    Let  us  culti-  ^^^  markedby  his  characteristic  onpnaKty. 
^  ^®                                 .     1     xv.  At  an  early  age  he  was  appomted  Surgeon 

-vate,  diligently  andpersevenngly,  those  to  the  Royal  Infirmary ;  but  the  feuds  which 

more  exact  sciences  which  assist  our  art  at  that  time  distracted  the  profession  in 

--chemistry,  anatomy,  physiology,  &c.  Edinburgh,  as  weU  as  other  causes,  induced 

_    ■  •''  .  J  1         1  J  bim  to  try  his  chance  m  the  metropolis  of 

In  the  end,  learning  and  knowledge  the  world,  and  Mr.  Bell  came  to  London  in 

will  thus,  without  fail,  triumph  over  1806.    The  rest  of  his  career  is  well  known 

the  ephemeral  systems  of  empiricism.  ^  y?«?  »*  any  rate,  it  is  ranewasaiy  to 

^ dwell  on  the  professorships  which  he  held, 
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^vra^A^«^u«^  w*   ^^v/A%v.^x^i.^».  which  were  heaped  upon  him.     I  will  eon-: 

HUNTBHiAN  ORATION.  tcut  mysclf  with  touching  upon  a  few  of  the 

'^—^  more  prominent  points  of  his  genius  and 

[Ths  Hunterian  oration  was  delivered  on  character. 

the  14th,  by  Mr.  Amott,  at  the  College  of       As  a  surgeon  Sir  Charles  Bell  ranks  high, 

Surgeons.    Bie  theatre  was  much  crowded ;  « if  ^ot  first,  in  the  very  first  line."     His 

and  as  the  oration  contained  many  interesting  Letters  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Urethra,  his 

details,  we  subjom  a  Tery  lull  report  of  it].  Surgical    Observations,  and  other  works, 

Sib  and  Gsntlembn,  ahow  how  deeply  he  had  studied,  and  how 

•    The  duty  which  has  devoWed  upon  me  is  diligentiy  he  had  practised,  the  art  wUch  ho 

not  unmingled  with  pain.     If  it  is  instructive  professed.     His  dexterity  and  coolness  as  an 

to  dwell  upon  the  merits  of  that  great  name  operator  were  rrmarkable ;  yet  he  went  to 

which  has  to-day  asaembled  us  together,  if  it  is  operations  with  the  reluctance  of  one  who 

agreeable  to  traCe  the  steps  of  genius  forcing  has  to  face  an   unavoidable  evil;   in  this 

ita  way  from  utter  oblivion  into  the  meridian  respect  resembling  Hunter,  and  many  other 

blaze  of  fame,  until  it  has  become  impossi-  first-rate  surgeons.     Like  Cheselden,  who 

hie  to  discuss  the  science  of  surgery  without  is  said  always  to  have  tamed  pale  when 

pronouncing  the  name  of  John  Hunter,  it  is  about  to  out  for  the  stone,  Bell's  cheek  was 

with  regret  that  we  must  recount  the  losses  often  seen  to  blanch  on  proceeding  to  ope- 

which  we  have  recently  sustained,  the  gaps  rations  performed    with  the  utmost  self- 

not  easily  filled  up  which  death  has  made  in  possession  and  skill. 
Our  ranks.  Aa  a  proof  of  the  zeal  with  which  Mr. 

At  our  last  anniversary  we  had  to  deplore  Bell  cultivated  surgery.  I  nmy  instance  his 

the  loss  of  Sir  Astley  Coopei^*«  name  for  hurrying  to  Haslar  after  the  battie  of  Co- 

whom  scarcely  any  panygeric  can  be  too  runna,  and  to  Waterloo  after  that  of  the 

strong,  since  his  ftune,  aa  a  practical  surgeon,  18th  of  June,  in  order  to  study  gunshot 

was  limited  only  by  the  boundaries  of  the  wounds, 
civilized  world.  Still  more  eminent  was  he  as  a  teacher  of 

This  year  we  have  to  lament  the  decease  anatomy.      In  the  lecture-room  he  ahone 

of  one  whose  merita  were  equally  great,  but  almost  without  a  rival.  His  riews  were  nearty 

in  a  dlfierent  domain  of  knowledge--of  Sir  always  solid,  and  always  ingenfaras ;  whik 

Charles  Bell,  whose  transcendant   reputa-  his  manner  and  language  enchained  the  at- 

tion  aa  a  physiologist  has,  with  the  mass  at  tention  of  his  audience.     Dull,  indeed,  must 

least,  almost  eclipsed  his  eminent  desert  as  a  have  been  the  pupil-  who  could  have  slnm- 

suxgeon.  bered    irhtn     Charles    Bell    was    in    the 

9it  Charles  Bell,  though  not  a  pupil,  professorial  diair.    In  his  hands  dry  bones 
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lived  again ;  imaginatioii  clotfaing  tbem  with  nenres."    And  already,  in  1807»  he  had  got 

the  textures  which  had  once  invested  them :  a  glimpse  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 

«  muscle  was  no  longer  a  mere  bundle  of  his  subsequent  researches,  as  Uie  extract  I 

fibres,  rising  here  and  inserted  there ;  it  was  am  about  to  read  will  riiow.    They  u«  from 

«  guide  to  the  surgeon's  knife  in  some  im*  letters  addressed  to    his    brother    Geoiige 

portant  operation,  or  kindling  with  hidden  Joseph  Bell,  then  at  the  Scotch  bar,  now 

fires,  betrayed  by  theanaiomy  of  its  expres-  professor  of  law  at  the  University  of  Edin- 

Mon  the  emotions  that  lurked  within :  the  burgh  (the  talents  of  the  family  hadnotbeea 

flaccid  Artery  on  the  table  spouted  forth  its  engrossed  by  anatomy  and  surgery),  end 

crimson  stream,  and  demanded  the  arresting  fortunately  the  letters  were  written  befoie 

hand  of  the  skilful  surgeon,  or  threatened  the  revival  of  envelopes.    The  first   from 

death  as  the  alternative.      In  abort,   Sir  which  I  quote  bears  tn  dorto  the  post-mark, 

C  Bell  made  his  pupils  think;  and,  inte-  London,  Dee.  6th,  Edinburgh,  Dec.  8th, 

vesting  as  anatomy  is,  even  if  considered  as  1807. 

SI  mere  branch  of  natural  history,  he  taught  **  My  new  anatomy  of  the  brain  occupies 

them  to  value  it  most  of  all  as  a  guide  to  the  i»y  head  almost  entirely.     I  hinted  to  yom 

art  of  healing.     The  time,  however,  will  that  I  was  tertitfi^,  or  on  theeveofmgrand 

arrive  when  aU  tiie  contemporaries  of  Sir  C.  discovery.     I  consider  the  oigans  of  the 

Bell,  all  in  whose  ears  those  impressive  tones  outward  senses  as  forming  a  distinct  class  of 

•till  linger,  shall  have  been  swept  from  the  nerves  from  the  others.     I  trace  them  to 

•cene ;  yet  has  iame  will  still  live  i  he  will  corresponding  parts  of  the  brain,  totally  dis- 

bc  remembered  as  the  discoverer  of  the  varied  tinct  from  the  origin  of  the  others.    I  take 

Amotions  of  the  nervous  system.  five  tubercles  within  the  brain  as  the  internal 

Let  me  be  permitted  to  make  aa  observe-  senses.     I  trace  the  nerves  of  the  nose,  eye, 

tlon  or  two  on  the  opinions  of  physiologists  ear,  and  tongue,  to  these.     Here  I  see  esta- 

concerning  this  subject,  before  and  since  the  blished  connectioa — ^there  the  great  mass  of 

publication  of  Sir  Charles  Bell's  views.  the  brain  receives  processes  from  the  central 

It  is  well   known  that  each  spinal  nerve  tubercles.     Again,  the  great  masses  of  the 

arises  by  two  roots  ;  and  it  is  now  generally  cerebrum  send  down  processes  or  crura  which 

admitted  that  to  the  anterior  one  belongs  give  off  all  the  common  nenres  of  voluntary 

the  power  of  controlling  motion ;    to  the  motion,  &c.     I  establish  thus  a  kind  of  cir- 

rtarior  one  that  of  governing  sensation,  culation  as  it  were.  In  this  inquiry  1  de- 
had  formerly  been  thought  that  each  scribe  many  new  connectiona — ^the  whole 
apinal  nerve  possessed  in  common  the  power  opens  up  a  new  and  simple  light,  and  the 
of  ruling  both  motion  and  sensation,  and,  in  whole  accords  with  the  phenomena,  wi& 
eome  cases,  additional  functions.  This  may  the  pathology,  and  is  supported  by  interest* 
be  called  the  popular  theory.  Yet  glim-  ing  views.  My  object  is  not  to  publish  this, 
merings  of  the  truth  had  occasionally  been  but  to  lecture  it,  to  lecture  to  my  friends^- 
Ibreed,  as  it  were,  upon  reflecting  physiolo-  to  lecture  it  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks'  coterie  of 
gists.  For  the  ordinary  theory  was  ob-  old  women — ^to  make  the  town  ring  with  it, 
Ttonsly  insufficient  to  explain  why  sensation  as  it  is  really  the  only  new  thing  that  has 
remains  in  a  paralytic  limb  when  the  power  appeared  in  anatomy  since  the  days  of 
of  motion  is  lost ;  and  why,  on  the  other  Hunter,  and,  if  I  make  it  out,  as  interesting 
hand,  motion  survives  feeling  in  cases  of  as  the  circulation,  or  the  doctrine  of  absorp- 
ansesthesia.  tion.  But  I  must  still  have  time  ;  now  is 
But  although  it  had  been  conceived  by  the  end  of  a  week,  and  I  will  be  at  it  again. '^ 
aome  that  the  nerves  of  sensation  were  dis-  In  another  (post-mark,  Dec.  1807) — "  I 
tinct  from  these  of  motion,  no  progress  had  really  think  this  new  view  of  the  anatomy  of 
been  made  in  pointing  out  the  principle  in  the  brain  will  strike  more  than  the  discovery 
the  anatomy  on  which  one  nerve  could  of  the  lymphatics  being  absorbents." 
nmlster  to  sensation,  another  to  motion;  And  in  a  third  (pcst-mark,  March  28th 
aad  the  singularly  original  reflMrks  of  Hunter  and  3 1st,  1808) — **  1  have  been  thinking  of 
in  his  paper  on  the  Nerves  of  the  Organ  of  having  a  room  five  or  six  miles  from  town, 
3Bmll,  concerning  two  or  more  nerves  coming  and  pursuing  there  my  physiology  of  the 
imm  different  souraes  to  supply  a  single  brain — thai  which  it  to  makt  me,  lam  eois- 
part,  had  fallen  unproductive;  they  had  not  vineed."  Hue  may  be  called  the  second- 
met  with  a  oongenial  soiL  eight  of  genius ! 

The  moltipUcity,  intricacy  of  arrangement.  At  length,  in  an  Essay  entitled  **  Idea  of 

and  distribution  of  the  nenres,  at  an  early  ^a  New  Anatomy  of  the  Brain,"  printed  in 

period  engaged  the  eager  attention  of  Sir  1811,  Sir  Charles  Bell  developed  some  of 

C.  Bell ;  and  I  have  it  from  one,  who,  on  the  principles  destined  to  exercise  so  great 

several  occasions,  so  far  bade  as  the  year  an  infiuenoe  on  the  theory  of  the  nervous 

1806,  has  seen  him  rise  from  the  contem-  system.     Having  called  attention  to  the  pra- 

plation  of  the  snigect  with  the  exolamafjnn,  vailing  dootrines  of  the  anatomical  schools— 

^iWe  mnst  make  someUih;]^  ont  of  these  that  the  mind,  by  the  same  nerves  which 
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sooetve  ■enaation,  seads  out  tbe  mandatw  Two  yean  afterwafdi,  m  1821,  a 

of  tbe  will  to  the  moving  powers — ^he  pro-  aeooontof  the  rcaalta  of  hia  obaerratioas' 

ceeda  to  annoiuice  his  own  opinioo,  that  the  coittwinirated  to  the  Royal  Societj,  ia  • 

parts  of  the  cerebram  have  different  func-  paper  read  before  that  body,  and  appanatlf 

tiofw,  and  that  tbe  nenrea  which  we  traee  in  intended  as  an  introduction  to  othera  whicb 

the  body  are  not  single  nerves  poasesang  were  to  follow,  and  did  foUow. 

various  powers,  bat  bandies  of   different  Notwithstanding  the  novel  and  important 

serves,  whose  fihuneota  are  anited.for  the  nailer  it  contaiiMd,  the  Idea  of  a  New 

aonvenienee  of  distribatioa,  bat  which  are  Anatomy  of  the  Brain  had  failed  to  attrael 

as  distinct  ia  oi&oe  as  they  are  in  origin  from  attention.     Not  so  the  first  paper  in  tha 

tbe  brain.      Pbintiqg  to  tbe  fact  <»f  the  Philosophical  Transaetions.  Bell's  views  and 

medulla  spinalis  having  a  central  division,  opiniona  were   now    cpwationc^  donbCedy 

and  a  distinctioo  into  anterior  and  posterior  denied ;    then  a  eertain  amount  of  tratb 

fascicnli,  he  relates  how  he  was  thereby  led  allowed  to  them  ;   and,  ultimately,  the  real 

to  make  experimoats,  of  which  he  describes  and  sabetaatial  credit  of  a  patient,  laborioaa, 

the  rmalts,  upon  the  anterior  end  posterior  and  original  inqniry,  was  attempted  to  be 

eolnmas  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  upon  the  wrested  from  him,  and  attributed  to  others 

anterior  and  poaterior  toots  of  the  spinal  whose  single  merit,  in  this  part  at  least  of 

nerves,  and  how  he  thereupon  came  to  Um  physiology,  oonaisted  in  thmr  adoption  of 

conduaion  that  every  aerva  possessing  a  that  key  which  Bell  had  invented,  fimhiooed^ 

double  function  abtaias  thia  by  having  a  and  ahevrn  how  to  use    a  key  vrithnut  whiek 

double  rooL  the  secrets  of  the  nervous  system,  so  far  an 

Adhering  to  the  important  principle  thus  they  are  now  knowi^,  had  probably  yet  in* 

hid  down.  Bell  nest  directed  his  inquiries  to  msined  concealed. 

the  facial  nerves,  and,  aided  by  his  indefati*  In  estimating  Bell's  claims  as  a  physiolo» 

gable  pupil  and  coadjutor,  Mr.  John  Shaw,  gist,  we  are  not  called  upon  to  regard  his 

instituted  experiments  to  aaiist  him  in  deters  papers  and  memoirs  on  the  nervous  syslSB 

mining  their  functions,  mora  especially  that  as  eompleta  and  perftat.     Along  with  all 

of  the  portio  dura  of  the  seventh  pair,  and  that  is  distinct  and  preeise,  we  may  alloar 

those  of  the  fifth.     Happily  he  did  so ;  for,  thst  there  are  some  allegations  not  quite 

without  the  fortunate  circumstance  that  in  specific  —  allegations  iriiich  a  mind  more 

certain  parts  of  the  body,  especially  on  the  severely  disciplined  might  not  have  hasardad. 

face,  the  nerves  of  sensation  and  motion  are  We  may  grant  that  the  functions  of  the  pon- 

distinot  throughout  their  whole  course,  his  terior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  viere  therein 

great  discovery  ooold  never  have  been  eteatly  suggested  radier  thui  positively  stated.    Wa 

establiahed.  may  acknowledge,  as  he  himself  did  aeknow^ 

It  was  about  this  time,  when  he  was  ledge,  that  he  misinterpreted  sn  esperiroent 

making  the  most    important  advances  in  in  his  first  attempt  at  proving  that  which  he 

obtaining  positive  and  undeniable  proofs  of  afterwards   did  prove    through  Mr.  John 

the  truth  of  his  doctrines,tbat  we  find  him,  Shaw,  that  the  fifth  nerve  is  a  nerve  of  mo- 

under  an  impulse  like  that  exhibited  in  1807,  tion  as  vrell  aa  sensation.     And  we  may 

addreesinghisbrother  in  Edinburgh  in  a  letter  agree  in  reoeiring  with  doubt,  or  at  leaat 

bearing  the  date  of  the  17tb  of  August,  1819,  without  conviction,  as  not  yet  proved,  hia 

to  tbe  following  effect : —  views  with  respect  to  certain  nerves  being 

'*  When  you  left  us,  I  told  you  that  I  was  super-added  in  the  higher  class  of  animala, 

to  sit  down  to  my  notes  of  the  nervous  sys-  fqr  the  purposes  of  respiration, 

tern.    Believe  me,  this  is  quite  an  extraor-  But,  after  all    these   aoknowtodgments, 

dinary  business.    1  think  the  observatiDns  I  there  remains  to  Bell  clearly  and  uncquivo^ 

-have  been  able  to  make  furnish  the  materisis  cally  the  merit  of  having  first  ahaan 

of  a  grand  system  which  is  to  revolutioaiae  That  in  investigating  the  functions  of  the 

tU  we  know  of  this  part  of  anatomy,  more  nervous  system,  we  mnstdirefit  our  attantkm 

thsn  the  discovery  c^  the  circulation  of  the  to  the  roots  and  not  to  the  tranks  of  tha 

blood.      I  have  a  good  deal  still  to  do.  nerves. 

How  I  am  to  bring  it  forward  I  do  not  That  the  nervous  trunks  conveying  aM* 

know.     1  think  by  lectures  in  the  first  place,  tion  and  sensation  consist  of  two  distinct 

■then  by  a  little  essay  explaining  the  outline  seta  of  filamenta  in  the  same  sheath, 

of  a  new  system,  and  finally,  by  magnificent  That  the  filaments  for  nmtion  form  a  di^ 

drawings  and  engravings  of  tbe  whole  ner-  tinct  root   from  those  for  ssnsatian,  and 

vous    system.      In    the   meantime   I  am  timt  the  anterior  roots  are  for  oaotion;  leav* 

making  gigantio  drawhiga  of  the  nervous  ing  it  to  be  infeivad  that  the  posterior  are 

aystem  for  my  dam.!'  for  senmtion. 

1.  The  gigantic  drawings  for  his  dan  lo  That  the  portio  dura  is  a  nerve  of  mo- 

which  he  alludes  were  large  plans  of  the  tioo,  and  the  fifth  a  nerve  both  of  motiun 

three  great  dassea  of  nerves,  under  which  he  and  aenmlion* 

arranged  those  of  the  human  body.  And  lasay,  of  having  been  the  first  who, 
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dtsBBtiified  with  the  obMrfatkm  md  atody  of  ihiit  Charles  Bell  fint  oonsCraeted  tlw  na- 

the  mere  fomi  of  the  ▼Biioiui  parts  of  the  ohinery  for  nusing  it. 

nervous  system,  applied  the  method  of  jex*  It  ii  instnictiYe  to\  remark  and  to  remeaa* 

periment  to  aid  hka  in  determining  their  her  that  Sir  Charles  Bell  did  not  make  very 

fonctioDs.  numerous  experiments  on  living  animals.; 

In  a  word,  there  belongs  to  Bell  the  great  bat,  guided  hj  a  carcfiil  study  of  the  sna« 

discovery,  the  greatest  in  the  physiology  of  tomy  of  the  parts,  and  reflecting  on  the 

the   nervous  system  for   twenty  centuries  spontaneous  eiEperiments,  so  to  speak,  fvTf 

that  distinct  portions  of  that  system  ars  nished  by  disease,  he  waa  led  to  form  viewa» 

appropriated  to   the   exercise  of  different  which,  supported  by  a  few  well-planned  ex- 

fanctionB.  periments,    discovered  to  him  the  truth. 

Valuable  practical  precepts  were  imm^  and  enabled    him  to  convert  the  guesses 

diately  deduced  from  these  discoveries,  and  of  former  observers  into  admitted  fiHsts. 

at  onoe  applied  by  Sir  Charles  Bell  and  Mr,  Had  Sir  Charles  Bell  notbeenasuigeoncr 

John  Shaw.    Perhaps  the  most  Importsnt  a  physiologist  he  might  have  been  ss  artist, 

was  the  distinction  of  a  locsl  nervous  ailiB»>  so  admirable  were  his  drawings,  so  exquiate 

tion  from  that  which  depends  on  diiesse  of  his  petception  Of  the  beandtel.     Has   ta- 

the    brain.      I  will  not   detain  you  with  loit  was  with  him  a  faTonrite,  and  might 

cases  of  this  kind,  which,  since  the  intro»  be  cited  as  an  instence  of  ^*  the  ruling  pas^ 

4uGtum  of  this  new  principle  in  the  recog-  sion  strong  in    death  i'*   for  he  was  em«> 

nition  and  diagnosis  of  nervous  diseasea,  ployed  in  sketching  the  gay    scenery    of 

have  been  socumuUted  in  the  records  of  Worcestershire  but  a  few  hours  before  Ids  d»- 


medidne.    The  doctrine,  however,  and  the  cease ;  and  the  leisure  hours  of  the  last  few 

consequences  which  ignorance  of  it  occa-  months  of  his  life  had  been  employed  by  him 

sioned,  are  well  illustrated  by  a  remarkable  in  preparing  for  the  press  a  new  edition  of 

anecdote  in  a   work   where    we    do    no^  his  work  on  the  Anatomy  of  Expression.    I 

usnsUy  look  for  physiological  instruction.    I  ought  rather  to  say  re«writing  it,  so  much 

mesn  Grimm's  Correspondence ;  and  as  the  additional  manuscript  does  it  present,  so 

story  is  little  known,  I  will  take  the  liberty  many  additional  illustrations  from  the^ndy 

of  narrating  it.  he  had  recently  made  of  thegreat  prodocttons 

A  physician  in  Paris,  on  visiting  a  case,  in  paintmg  and  sanlpture  at  Rome  and  Flo* 

found  an  Abb^  playingatcards  in  the  patient's  rence. 

chamber.    Struck  by  the  unfovourable  as*        It    was  in  the  summer  of    1840    that 

pect  of  the  Abba's  foes,  he  informed  him  that  his  love  of  art  led  him  to  Italy,  that  he 

he  had  not  a  moment  to  lose,  but  must  be  might  become  more  intimatdy  acquainted 

carried  home  instantly.    The  Abb^,  over-  with    the    master  -  pieces  that    enridi    it. 

powered  with  terror,  was  tsken  to  his  lodg-  During  this  tour  he  kept  a  journal,  which  I 

ings,  where,  for  several  days,  he  was  bled,  hayehad  the  gratiflcation  of  seeing  t  itconsials 

cupped,  and  purged,  till  he  was  brought  to  of  three  yn£mm  of  aketdies  and  remariu. 

the  brink  of  the  grave ;  yethis  fooe  still  bore  He  passed  through  Paris  and  Lyona,  and 

tiie  appearance  which  had  so  much  alarmed  entered  Italy  by  way  of  Genoa.    Here  he  was 

the  physician.    The  brother  of  the  patient  at  struck  by  the  contrast  between  streets  sa 

length  snived  from  a  distsnt  part  of  France,  narrow  as  **  Blackford  Wynd"  and  the  gor« 

and  asked  what  waa  the  matterwith  his  unfor-  geous  architecture  which  flank  them.     His 

tnnate  relation.    '*  Don't  you  see,"  ssad  the  hotelhad  once  been  a  palace ;  andas  he  sat  on 

bystanders,  '  *  his  mouth  is  all  on  one  side  ?"  a  velvet  cuahion  in  an  arm-6hair  of  gold,  while 

**  Alas !"  he  replied,  "  my  poor  brother  hss  a  fountain  played  from  a  marble  Hon,  and 

had  his  mouth  on  one  side  these  forty  years."  tiie  too  vivid  light  wss  moderated  by  orange 

Such  cases  will,in  future,  present  no  difli*  trees  and  sUk  curtains,  he  felt  that  be  waa  in 

oulty  even  to  the  beginner,  and  we  recognise  Omoa  la  mptrha. 

at  once  in  Charles  fell  the  great  charao-        Heenjoyed  whathecallBadayolRaphad 

teristic  of  genius,  that  of  giving  the  deameas  in  the  Vatican,  and  vras  worthy  of  enjoying 

of  certainty  to  what  before  was  either  utter^  it.     His  pierdng  eye  detected,  aa  we  might 

unknown  or  but  obscurely  suspected.  expect,  some  errors  in  the  snatomy  of  Ra^ 

Even  supposing,  however,  that  this  were  phael's  drawinga.     "  But  do  not  think  of 

the  sole  practksl   keson  as  yet  deduced  that,"  he  adds,  '*  but  of  the  flne  oompc^ 

£ron  Sir  Charles  Bell's  discoveries,  it  would  hensiMi  of  nature,  the  foeiing  and  undetw 

be  uiyust  to  measure  their  merit  by  this  ntan'^iiy  of  the  human  fomily.    Man  ap- 

•lone.    Independently  of  the  direct  instruo-  peara  a  superb  creature  in  the  YstioBn." 
tion  to  be  derived  from  them,  they  have        On  the  last  day  whicb  he  spent  in  Room 

brought  physiologists  to  the  true  path ;  and  he  stood  by  the  Palace  of  tiie  Caaars,  from 

should  the  dim  veil  which  nature  haa  thrown  which  he  took  his  sketoh  of  tha  Coliseam* 

over  the  operations  of  the  nervous qritem be  « It  is  aplaea,"  he  m^,  **  to  raise  itraBge 

once  drawn  up,  it  wUl  ever  be  rwnembawd  and  aoknathoHghti."  A  mowitrin  hsa  bain 
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Ibnned  there  by  rains,  now  covered  with 
vineyards  and  caltivated  fields.  "  Pillars 
end  entablatures  make  the  way  uneven,  and 
the  acanthus  is  growing  by  the  side  of  the 
broken  capital,  on  which  it  is  chiselled/' 

So  much  inventive  genius  and  such  inde- 
Citigable  industry  are  rarely  united  in  the 
-same  person  ;  and  when  we  add  the  warmth 
4>f  his  friend^ip,  and,  among  his  lesser  qua* 
lities,  the  exquisite  refinement  of  his  taste, 
the  combination  is  not  often  to  be  paralleled. 
He  had  some  of  the  irritability  that  so  often 
accompanies  genius ;  yet,  take  him  as  he  was, 
he  has  left  a  blank  not  easily  filled  up,  either 
in  the  republic  of  science  or  the  drde  of  his 
friends. 

I  need  not  apologice,  I  tiitnk,  for  the 
length  at  which  I  have  discussed  the  merits 
of  our  iHuatrious  fellow  labourer ;  for  the 
very  conditions  of  my  office  require  that  I 
should  celebrate  the  desert  of  those  persons 
recently  deceased  whose  labours  shail  have 
**  contributed  to  the  improvement  or  ezten- 
wm  of  chirurgical  science.' 


tf 


In  this  daas  we  must  also  rank  one  whose 
loss  was  recently  fislt,  not  only  in  the  nation 
where  it  occorreid,  but  by  all  Europe  which 
be  had  instructed.     I  mean  Larrey. 

Larrey  was  born  in  1766 ;  became  a  pupil 
of  his  uncle,  who  practised  surgery  at 
Toulouse,  and,  after  seven  years' profeasionBl 
education,  was  appointed  surgeon  in  the 
navy.  He  returned  td  Paris  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  revolution,  and,  in  1793,  was  sent  as 
regimental  surgeon  to  the  army  of  the  Rhine. 
If  we  would  Inve  a  specimen  of  the  extra- 
ordinary energy  and  indignant  resistance 
with  which  France  then  stayed  the  attack  of 
the  first  coalition,  we  may  look  to  Larrey, 
the  most  zealous  individual  of  the  important 
class  to  which  he  belonged.  He  invented 
tiie  ambulancei  volant§if  and  was  the  first 
military  surgeon  who,  having  dressed  the 
wounded,  carried  them  off  from  under  the 
very  fire  of  the  batteries.  '*  It  is  to  Larrey,*' 
says  one  of  his  panegyrists,  "  that  we  owe 
our  place  of  honour  on  the  field  of  battle." 
Such  zeal  could  not  fail  to  win  applause; 
and  Larrey  obtained  special  mention  in  the 
report  of  General  de  Beauharnals  after  a 
battle  fought  before  Mayence  in  July  1793. 

At  the  siege  of  Toulon,  in  1794,  he  gained 
the  friendship  of  that  Lieutenant  of  Artillery 
who  was  destined  to  shake  the  world  I  He 
•ooompaniBd  the  French  army  to  Egypt,  and 
served  in  all  the  -subsequent  campaigns  of 
Napoleon  throughout  Europe.  It  is  need- 
less to  detafl  the  honours  sueeeasively  con* 
Ibrred  upon  Larrey  until  his  social  position 
became  equal  to  his  merits;  but  I  may 
mention  that,  after  the  battle  of  Wagram,  he 
waa  made  Baron  of  the  Empire,  and  that  in 
1812  he  was  made  Chirnrgien  en  Olwf  of  the 
Gnmde  Annie.    He  Kked  to  be  oaUed  by 


the  title  of  nobility  which  he  had  earned.; 
nor  was  this  a  childish  vanity ;  for  he  knew 
that  neither  the  chance  of  birth  nor  the 
favour  of  a  court  had  made  him  a  Baron ; 
but  that  the  dignity  had  been  bestowed  by  a 
discriminating  hand  which  never  conferred 
honours  upon  incompetency  or  inefficiency. 

His  arduous  duties  did  not  prevent  him 
firom  recording  a  host  of  fiicts  selected  from 
<&e  myriads  presented  to  his  observation. 
Among  the  works  with  which  he  enriched 
surgictd  literature  some  of  the  best  are— 

1.  A  Memoir  on  Amputation  of  the  Ex* 
tremities  after  Gun-shot  Wounds. 

2.  A  Historical  and  Surgical  Account  of 
the  Expedition  of  the  French  Army  to  Egypt 
and  Syria. 

3.  Memovs  of  MOttary  Surgery:  aa 
elaborate  work  in  four  volumes. 

Among  the  valuable  principles  which  he 
established  was  the  necessity  of  immediate 
amputation  after  gun*shot  wounds,  pointing 
out,  with  nice  discrimination,  in  what  cases 
the  operation  was  indicated.  The  propriety 
of  immediate  amputetion  had  been  advocated 
at  intervals  for  two  centuries ;  but  the  large 
experience  and  strong  sagacity  of  Larrey 
first  raised  it  into  a  canon  of  military 
surgery. 

Preriously  to  his  time,  it  had  beeo  a 
maxim  of  practice,  when  the  extremities 
were  invaded  by  spreading  mortification, 
never  to  amputetetill  nature  had  fixed  a  line 
of  demarcation  between  the  sound  and  gan- 
grenous parts.  He  first  shewed  that  the. 
rale,  though  general,  ought  not  to  be 
universal ;  and  he  drew  attention  to  tiie  im- 
portant distinction  between  gangrene  de- 
pendent on  a  constitutional  cause,  and  that , 
which  springs  from  the  severity  of  a  loeal 
injury.  In  the  latter  he  advised  immediate 
amputetion,  without  waiting  for  the  este- 
blishment  of  a  boundary  between  the  dead 
and  living  parte ;  and  the  instances  winch 
he  gave  of  the  successfal  application  of  this 
new  distinction  have  been  amply  confirmed 
by  tbe  experience  of  others. 

Fortunately  for  mankind,  the  clearest 
intellect  is  commonly  accompanied  by  a 
benevolent  heart,  and  the  perspicacity  of 
Larrey  was  equalled  \^  his  humanity. 

Of  all  Napoleon's  campaigns,  tiiat  of  1813 
was  the  most  equally,  the  most  severely,  the 
most  fieredy  contested.  It  was  then  that 
Prassia,  rising  almost  to  a  man,  displayed  a 
spirit  at  least  equal  to  that  of  France  in  1 793 ; 
and  in  the  combate  which  ensued  the  effiscts 
of  science  and  art  in  war  were  heightened  by 
the  heroic,  it  may  be  rancorous,  feelings  of 
those  engaged. 

After  the  batties  of  Baotsen  and  Wiirchen, 
it  was  suggested  to  Napoleon  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  wounded  had  been  increased  by 
voluntary  mutilation ;  and  that  all  who  had 
lost  a  finger,  or  whoae  hand  had  beeo  pieioed 
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by  a  ball,  were  traiton  who  wished  to  escape  He  was  matched  away  too  soon  from  the 

finom  the  service.  profession  which  he  adorned  ;   and  if  we 

Napoleoh  ordered  tiiat  the  woundeil  of  number  his  years  alone,  his  death  may  ap- 

this  (jass,  to  the  number  of  1200,  should  be  pear  premature ;  bnt  if  we  adopt  the  theory 

separated  from  the  rest;  and  that  a  commis-  of  the  Roman  philosophical  poet,  and  mea- 

sion,  consisting  of  several  principal  surgeons,  sure  time  by  what  has  been  performed  in  it, 

should  examine  each  of  these  soldiers.    A  we  might  suppose  that  Hunter  had  Irved  an 

council  of  war,  moreover,  was  appointed  to  age.     Half  a  century  has  now  elapsed  since 

try  the  guilty,  and  cause  them  to  be  executed  his  death,  and  few  of  his  contemporaries  are 

on  the  spot.    Larrey  had  been  named  presi-  with  us ;  the  voices  of  envy  and  of  partiality 

dent  of  the  surgical  board.    The  day  before  are  alike  silent  in  the  tomb,  and  we  are 

it  met,  a  certain  personage,  who  believing  the  called   on    to    estimate  what  Hunter  at- 

aceusation,  desired  its  success,  ordered  him  tempted,  intended,  accomplished, 

to  find  f6«r  culprits  in  each  division,  who  Tlie  materials  for  our  judgment  are  to  be 

■hovld  be  taken  before  a  council  of  war,  and  found  in  his  books,  both  printed  and  menu- 

shot  instantly.     Larrey,  filled  vrith  terror  script,  as  well  as  his  numerous  drawings, 

and  indignation  at  such  au  order,  was  about  But  it  is  most  of  all  in  his  museum  that  we 

to  send  in  his  resignation,  and  quit  tiie  army,  appreciate  the  prodigious  extent  of  his  views, 

when  a  fnend  made  him  give  up  the  project  bounded  only,  if  that  can  be  called  a  boun- 

hy  observing  that  he  might  be  useful  to  dary,  by  the  Hmito  of  animated  nature, 

these  unfortonate  men.  John   Hunter  early  shewed  the  charac* 

Larrey  did  not  hesitete  one  moment.  The  teristic  features  of  his  mind,  the  interest  he 

exammation  was  extremely  rigorous,   and  took  in  physiological  inquiries,  his  capabili- 

lasted  four  whole  days.     Larrey  shewed,  by  tics  of  minute  anatomical  investigation,  and 

^reasoning  on  the  diaraoter  of  the  wounds,  his  powers  as  an  original  thinker.     Within 

that  ail  the  accused  were  innocent.   He  then  ten  years  of  his  arrival  in  London,  he  had 

addressed  a  report  to  Napoleon ;  and,  be-  aolved  the  problem  as  to  the  cause  and  mode 

lieving  that  he  had  displeased  the  Emperor  of  the  descent  of  the  testis  in  the  foetus,  had 

in  this  affair,  composedly  awaited  the  dis-  closely  examined  the  connection  between  the 

ftvour  which  was  to  follow.    But  Napoleon  uterus  and  placenU,  had  made  that  prepara- 

was  not  inseosible  to  the  claims  of  truth  and  tion,  the  oldest  in  the  museum,  where,  tracing 

justice  when  clearly  demonstrated  and  reso-  the  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves  in 

lutely  maintained.     The  conduct  of  Larrey  the  nose,  he  was  led  to  the  conclusion  that 

•waa  not  lost  upon  him.     In  the  middle  of  the  organs  of  sense  receive  their  endowmenta 

.  the    enauing    night,  Baron  Fbin    brought  of  ordinary  sensation  from  that  nerve,  and 

Larrey  a  most  flattering  letter  firom  the  to  the  more  general  proposition,  *'  that  if  we 

Emperor,  in  which  he  was  congratulated  on  consider  how  various  are  the  origins  of  the 

hia  firm,  honoutmble,  and  humane  conduct,  nerves,  and  how  different  the  circumstances 

This  letter  waa  accompanied  by  a  preaent  of  attending  them,  we  must  suppose  a  variety 

•6000firanc8,  and  the  warrant  of  a  pension  of  of  uses  to  arise  out  of  every  peculiarity  <Mf 

dOOOto  be  paidfromNiqyoleon's  privy  purse,  atraoture;"    thereby    approaching     more 

In  his  long  exile  Napoleon  did  not  forget  doaely  Uian  any  one  else  had  done  to  the 

his  great  surgeon :  besides  bequeathing  him  principle   subsequently  esUblished  by  Sir 

■100,000franc8,his  will  reccnrds  the  honoura-  C.  Beli:  and,  moreover,  he  had  institoted 

•Me  fact,  that  Larrey  was  the  moat  virtuous  a  very  ingenious  set  of  experimente  with 

man  he  had  ever  known.  the  view  of  determining  whether  the  veins 

His  own  escutcheon  might  have  been  aaved  possess  the  power  of  absorption, 

from  ito  darkest  blot,  had  he  always  en-  When,  soon   after,  he  accompanied  the 

countered  the  moral  feartossneas  of  Larrey  army  to  the  coast  of  France  and  the  Penin- 

«nd  of  Deiganettes.  sola,  his  duties  as  Staff-Surgeon  did  not 

prevent  him  pursuing  those  physiological 

But  I  must  now  approach  the  great  object  .inquiries  in  which  he  took  so  much  delight, 

whidi  baa  to-day  brought  ua  together,  and  -He  was  then  engaged  in  determining,  by 

endeavour  briefly  to  describe  the  peculiar  experiment,  whetiber  digestion  continues  in 

and  more  prominent  pointe  of   Hunter's  lisardaandsnakeaduring  their  torpid  state; 

career.  and  he  made  other   experimente  on  the 

-  John  Hunter  was  borm  in  1728,  and  began  fiiculty  of  hearing  in  fiahes,   the   organ  of 

the  stady  of  his  profession  at  the  age  of  20.  which  sense  he  had  diaoovered  in  these  ani- 

He  died  in  1 793,  -leaving  a  reputation  as  a  aiala  befbre  leaving  London.    At  th»  period, 

surgeon  and  a  naturalist  beyond  that  of  any  too,were  madethoseobservations  on  gun-diot 

other  man  in  tbo  annals  of  fiune.     Some  few  wounds,  with  which  seems  to  have  originated 

may  have  been  hia  equal,  nay,  hia  anperiors  that  inquiry  which,  in  ite  published  form 

(though  that  is  a  bold  word),  in  atther  de-  only,  appewred  30  years  afterwards.    And 

partmente  singly ;   for   excciUenoe  in  both  in  an  incidental  nauaik  in  his  psper  on  the 

combined  he  ttindt  without  a  rival.  vesienlsBseniinales,  *'  that  he  took  theoppor- 
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Umity  of  opening  •  nun  immadiatelj  alter  diaaeetKma  of  many  minalB,  and  for  tUa 

be  bad  been  kiUed  by  a  cannon-ball^  to  be  porpose  retained  in  bia  family  many  yean 

more  certain  of  tbe  nature  of  their  oontenta, ' '  an  aooomplished  drangbtaman. 

•we  perceive  bow  atrongwas  bia  pbyaiologioal  But  Hunter's  object  was  not  only  to  dl»^ 


2eal|  and  boweagerly  be  aeized  every  oppor*    aect,  observe,  detail,  and  exhibit  a  mass  of 
.tunity  of  adding  to  bis  knowledge.  detailed  fbcta  in  anatoany ;  be  had  far 


There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  when  he  aims  than  that  of  a  mere  collector  of  futa^ 

returned  to  London  in  1763,  tbe  scheme  of  even  in  comparative  anatomy ;  and  his  feeU 

liis  future  life  and  occupations  had  been  Sngs  on  this  point  were  snfficinitlyeipreaaad 

already  formed.    The  College  posaesaes  a  when,  in  reply  to  an  invitation  on  the  part 

manuscript  catalogue  in  Ins  own  hand-writ-  of  Sir  J^n  Pringle  to  ooUeet  all  bis  dissee^ 

ing>  apparently  vrritten  a  few  montha  after  tions  of  the  tnrUe,  and  send  them  to  the 

his  return  from  Portugal,  briefly  defining  Royal  Society,  he  stated  **  that  the  pabHca- 

(he  nature  of  about  200  apecimens  of  naturJ  tion  of  the  description  of  a  single  animal, 

and  morbid   stmotue,   grouped   together  moreespeeially  of  a  common  one,  had  never 

according  to    organs    the  germ    of   that  been  his  wish." 

museum  in  which  he  sought  to  display  all  Mr.  Hunter  was  not  only  in  posseaaion  ef 

the  types  and  modificationa  of  animal  atnio*  anmerooa  and  precise  fbets  in  anatomy ;  he 

tuve.  ^ifMrosimated    them — ^he    compared   tiiem 

The  great  object  of  Mr.  Hunter  in  the  together,  and,  by  his  superior  genivs,  wrm 

formation  of  his  musemn  vras  the  illustration  ranged  them  in  the  true  order  to  be  followed 

of  life,  in  its  natural  and  diseased  conditioB»  in  comparative  anatomy — that  of  oigana  } 

in  plants  as  well  as  in  animals.    Physiology,  lor,  aa  has  been  well  obeerved,  if  species  is 

in  its  largest  sensei  was  the  aim  and  soope  the  object  of  oompariaon  in  soology,  organ 

of  his  laboun ;  whether  we  view  him  inveati-  ia  evidently  that  in  anatomy.    Of  the  soo* 

gating  the  propertiea  of  the  seed  or  of  the  eessful  manner  in  which  Hunter  disentangled 

egg,  where  life  lies  sleeping;    displaying  and  unfolded  these  oigans,tnKang  them  ^oaa 

every  form  and  variety  of  oiganisation ;  one  species  of  animal  to  anotlwr,  and  ex« 

tracing   its   developmente ;    obiwrvtag   its  hibiting  their  modifications,  his  museum  ia 

aberrations ;  dedudng  the  kwa  of  life ;  or  the  faithful  record ;  and  his  lahoora  in  thia 

applying  bia  knowledge  of  these  laws  to  the  vespeot  must  aasoredly  be  regarded  aa  the 

explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  disesse,  to  first  great  attempt  to  arrange  in  aysteumtie 

the  prolongation  of  the  existence,  or  to  the  order  the  detecfacd  ibcta   of  eompaimtivn 

reliefof  thesuffiBringa,of  hiafeUow-creatUTM.  anatomy.    When  I  rspraaent  his  arrange 

Of  the  vaat  basis  on  whidh  Mr.  Hunter  aaent  as  that  aooording  to  organs^  perimpa  I 
raised  his  supentructure,  and  of  ths  sound-  ongbt  to  add,  or  of  fonction,  for  althoagh 
nessof  the  materials  of  which  it  is  eompoaed,  the  former  iraa  the  visible  manifestatiOB,  tihe 
his  museum  is  the  best  evidence.  .  At  the  hitter  was  tht  presiding  idea.  And  tlie  4to. 
period  of  his  death,  and  he  waa  adding  to  it  manuscript  catalogue,  the  moet  valuable 
with  unabated  leal  up  to  the  last  day  of  his  Hnnterian  document  remaining  to  the  Col- 
existence,  the  number  of  preparations  oi  kge,  derives  its  chief  importance  from  the 
natural  structure  alone  amounted  to  nesrly  information  it  supplies  respecting  tiie  scheme 
4000.  of  arrangement,  and  the  general  physiologioal 

It  is  impossible  to  fonn  a  joat  conception  princqdes  mtended  to  be  illustrated  by  tfan 

of  the  beauty  and  value  of  these  preparatitMis  dilferent  series  of   prmntioM.     It    wm 

witbont  a  detailed  examination  of  the  mu*  this  drcumstancewbich  distinguished  Hunter 

scum  itself,  and  of  the  exoellent  cataloguee  from  the  other  most  snooessfhl  cnltivaftoff  of 

which  tiave  now  been  drawn  up.    Bmi  you  comparative  anatomy  of  modem  times.    He 

may  form  some  idea  oi  the  industry  and  vaat  staged  this  important  subject  with  a  view  to 

labour  expended  in  its  formation,  whea  I  pbysiology-^uvier  with  a  view  (diiefly)  to 

state  to  you,  on  the  authority  of  one  who  has  zoological  classifioation. 

had  the  beat  meana  of  knowbig,  Mr.  Owen*  Unfortunately  fbr  tbe  earlier  recognition 

that  there  is  proof  of  Hunter  having  dis*  of  Hunter's  high  claims  in  anatomy  and 

aeoted  above  500  epecies  of  animals,  exolnsive  physiology,  these  could  not  be  fairly  or  fully 

of  repestod  dissections  of  diflbrant  individuals  estimated  until  his  manuacripte  were  pub* 

of  the  ssme  species,  beaideathoae  of  plante  to  lisbed,  within  the  Isst  few  years,  by  the 

a  considerable  amount.    AndofhiadiUgenoe  College,  in  tiie  physiological  cateJogue  rx- 

in  recording  the  details  of  bis  observationa,  planatoiy  el  bia  ooliwtiDn.    And  what  must 

that  at  the  aune  period  he  poaaeated  original  not  science,  aa  well  as  his  reputation,  have 

records  of  the  diaseetions  of  315  diiiKent  lost  in  those  ten  folio  volumes  of  msnuacript 

apedee  of  aninials.  so  shamefully  committed  to  the  flames. 

Not  contented  with  displ^ing  the  pecn-  But  Mr.  Hunter's  Memours  end  Eaaaya 

Uaritiea  of  their  stneturs,  aikd  vsoofdiag  on  -varlona  parte  of  the  Anhnal  OSeonany 

lfaera»  Hunter  caused  most  elaborate  and  disHnctly  shew  the  vast  range  of  phyalidegi* 

ecmmte  dmwhigB  to  bQ  made  foom  reoent  cal  sobjcete  which  fain  nuitad  grasped.    And 
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tliOM  who  seek  to  loKnr  what  his  powen  of  Among  hit  pafbologiad  eiMiys,  the  one  on 

obeeiration,  reflection,    and    investigation,  inflammation  of  the  veins  vmj  he  mentioned 

were  capable  oi,  would  do  well  to  read  his  with  especial  praise.     He  was  the  flrst  who 

papers  on  digestion,  animal  heat,  respiration,  understood  and  explained  the  nature  of  the 

and  generation,  and  consult  the  correspond*  malady,  and  opened  the  road  to  the  additional 

iog  parts  of  the  physiological  catalogue.  discoveries  made  since  his  time.     In  his 

paper  on  Intossososption,  he   ingenionsly 

As  the  vital  organs  and  their  functions  had  shews  how  the  difeent  varieties  of  the  dis* 

occupied  a  large  share  of  his  physiological  ease  are  produced ;  and  in  his  Esssy  on  the 

inquiries,  it  is  not  sur^'rising  that  the  views  Formation  of  Ixiose  Cartilages  in  Joints,  he 

which  he  thereby  acquired  were  made  avail*  satisfactorily  explains  their  presence  by  a 

able  by  him  in  his  investigation  and  explana*  reference  to  pathological  preparations.    But 

tion  of  disease,  and  in  his  treatment  of  it^  the  loftiest  eflbrts  of  John  Hunter  are  to  be 

The  powers  of  the  absorbent  system,  the  Ibnnd  in  his  work  on  the  Blood,  Inflamma- 

structures  and  properties  of  blcrad-vessels,  tion,  and  Gmi«Sfaot  Wounds,    llie  mode  of 

the  properties  of  the  blood,  the  redprooal  Investigation  in  this  masteipieoe^the  appli^ 

influence  of  the  different  organs  on  each  cation  of  physiology  to  praociee— euffleea  to 

other,  and  a  number  of  other  physiologicid  distinguish  him  fnm  all  preceding  writers) 

truths,  all  occupied  their  place  in  his  patho*  and  may  be  considered  as  the  basis  o(  modem 

legy  and  practice.     If  he  may  have  rated  pathology.     Ita  influence  is  felt  not  merely 

the  powers  of  the  lymphatics  too  highly,  and  in  surgery,  but  in  medicine,  for  its  principles 

sometimes  given  them  too  prominent  a  plaoe  are  oathoQc.     Up  to  the  time  of  Hunter, 

In  his  views  of  morbid  action,  he  did  not  surgeons  were  content  to  take  their  general 

over-estimate  the  power  of  ahsorptioii^-«&  view  of  the  nature  of  disease  from  phy* 

estimate  which,  with  his  true  appreciation  of  sidans.     He  emancipated  them  from  their 

the  cause  of  failure  in  the  old  operation  for  trsmmels,  and  established  a  body  of  doctrine 

aneurism,  led  to  one  of  the  most  brilUsnt  so.  sound  that  it  has  wholly  superseded  the 

improvements  in  the  treatment  of  disease  to  airy  theories  of  medicine  previously  current. 

he  found  in  the  whole  history  of  surgery.  Nay,  it  seems  to  have  stifled  similar  phaa- 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  praise  this  im*  tasmsta  in  their  birth,  ibr  since  the  days  of 

provemeet  too  highly,  so  great  in  itself,  so  CuUen  and  Brown  no  new  iffwtmn  of  physic 


fertile  in  its  results,  for  it  has  conferred  life  has  obtained  the  slightest  vogue  in  Englandi 

npon  hundreds.     It  was  not  only  that  a  Hunter's  consummate  skill  in  the  experi- 

safer  and  more  success  ul  operation  was  mental  investigation  of  physiologies!  ques« 

faktrodnced,  but  thievery  safety  end  success  led  tions  has  been  often  and  aKwt  deservedly  ex- 


to  ito  application  to  numerous  esses  of  the  tolled.    Thst  femous  experiment  with  the 

disfaise,  which,  under  the  old  method,  durrt  egg-  the  most  brilliant  thing  done  with  an 

not  he  meddled  with,  the  patiente  being  left  egg  since  the  days  of  Columbus — has  set  the 

to  their  fete.  ^pestion  of  vital  heat  at  rest  for  ever. 

Knowii^  tlmt  Mr.  B.  Phillips  had  hesn        **  I  put  an  egg,"  he  says,  "  into  afreesmg 

for  some  tame  ooUectiog  from  English  snd  mixture  itboat  sero,  and  frose  it,  and  then 

foreign  works  tlie  numh^  of  various  surgical  allowed  it  to  thaw.    Through  this  process  I 

operstums  recorded,  snd  their  relative  sae*  conceived  that  the  preserving  power  of  the 

cess,  I  applied  to  him  to  Ibmish  me  with  the  egg  must  be  lost,  which  proved  the  case.     I 

number  he  had  been  enabled  to  collect  upon  then  put  the  egg  into  a  freesing  mixture  at 

the  subgeet  of  saeurism  treated  according  to  15**,  and  with  it  a  new-laid  one,  to  make  the 

Hunter's  method,  and  he  has  been  so  oblig*-  comparison  on  that  which  I  should  call  alive, 

iog  as  to  furnish  me  with  the  feJk>wing  and  the  difference  in  the  time  of  freeing  was 

return.    389  cases  of  aneurism  had  been  so  7^  minutes,  the  second  one  Uking  so  much 

treated,  and  tlie  result  277  cares.  kmger  to  fhsese." 


Subdaviaa    . 

80 

SxteawlUiae 

79 

Carotid     .    . 

74 

Femoral   •    • 

113 

Humoral  .    • 

30 

VarioM    .    • 

13 

This  experiment,  and  those  which  foUow, 

46  «ay  aerve  to  shew  John  Hunter's  mode  of 

62  advanohig  in  knowledge.    By  a  scrapulout 

59  observation  of  fscts,  he  gradually  ascended 

77  flrom  the  partioalar  to  the  general,  iastead  of 

24  assuming  a  principle  d  priori,  and  bending 

9  facts  to  square  with  theory.    I  csnnot,  iA 

<»-»  — ~>  short,  pnfee  his  method  mum  highly  or  more 

389  277  justly  than  by  saying  it  was  the  one  pursued 

And  when  you  consider  that  the  operation,  by  dl  who  have  obtanied  a  lasting  repute* 

as  sa  estsMishcd  one,  hss,  of  late  years  tioo,  in  ancient  or  recent  times,  as  natural 

especially,  been  often  performed  without  htetorians.      It    was    this   whfaki   enabled 

any  reosnl  of  it  being  published,  yon  will  Aristotle  to  carry  oiT  lamrels  in  the  fiekl  of 

perceive  that  I  have  not  gone  heyoad  the  soology,    as  immortal  as  those  w4uch  he 

tiiith  in  asserting  that  it  has  confemd  life  eafned  in  metaphysics  and  dialectics.    He 

wpon  handr>d!(.  n-n*  one  of  the  greatest  observers  that  ever 
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existed,  says  CuTier,  and  had  the  moft  ex-  foreign  land,  he  was  rich  not  only  in  knoif- 

traordinary  genins  for  classification  that  na*  ledge,  but  in  the  confidence  acquired  by  the 

tare  has  hitherto  produced.     Some  of  his  constant  successes  of  his  scholastic  life, 

aphorisms,  adds  the  same  great  authority.  The  career  of  John  Hunter  differs  from 

from  their  generality  presuppose  an  immense  the  others  I  have  enumerated  in  one  Tery 

number  of  obserrations.  important  point.     His  father  died  early,  and 

It  was  upon  this  that  Galen's  great  repu-  it  was  his  misfortune  to  have  a  carelessly  in- 

tation    was   primarily    founded.      He  was  dulgent  mother,  so  that  be  pasted  his  boy- 

one  of  the  most  successful  prosecutors  of  hood  in  sauntering,  in  country  sports,  and 

anatomy  of  his  time,  although  obliged  by  its  in  cabinet-making.     It  was  not  till  the  age 

prejudices  to  content  himself  with  the  ex-  of  twenty,  that  hearingofhisbrother*s  success, 

amination  of  animals,  and  consequently  fall-  he  gave  up  the  dolee  far  vitnie  for  the  rest 

ing  into  error  when  the  structure  of  man  of  his  life;  came  to  London— entered  William 

differs  from  theirs.     He  made  many  dis-  Hunter's   dissecting  room,  and  worked  at 

coveries  in  anatomy  and  physiology.     He  few  have  worked  bdTore  or  since.    Poverty 

was  the  first  to  prove  by  experiment  that  the  and  contempt  had  been  imminent,  but   hie 

arteries  did  not  during  life  contain  air,  but  burst  with  giant  strength  the  bonds  of  habit 

blood ;  and  the  first  to  shew  by  their  section  which  confined  him,  and  escaped  from  the 

the  influence  of  the  recurrent  nerves  on  the  threatening  spectres  for  ever, 

voice,  which  nerves  he  discovered  and  traced  This  triumph  achieved,  the  rest  was  com* 

to  the  larynx.  paratively  easy.    After  ^this,  we  must  no 

It  was  the  method,  which,  revived  by  the  longer  consider  his  career  as  an  instance  of 

great  triumvirate  of  Italian  anatomists  of  the  *  *  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  under  difficulties." 

16th   -century,    Vesalius,   Eustachius,  and  On  the  contrary  he  had  many  special  advan- 

Fallopins,  was  followed  by  Fibricius  and  our  tagea.     *'  He  began,"  says  Sir  C.  Bell,  **  to 

countryman  Harvey,  and  which  was  estab-  work  for  himself  on  the  excellent  basis  of 

lished  by  Bacon,  as  the  true  logic  qf$eienee.  his  brother's  labours."    William  was  a  man 

Their  undying  reputation  proves  its  success,  of  good  education,  an  accomplished  anato- 

and  when  we  impartially  weigh  what  Hunter  tomist,  and  rising  into  practice  as  an  aocoo- 

accomplished,  we  need  not  fear  to  compare  cheur.     He  had  begun  to  form  his  museum, 

him  with  the  shining  lights  that  had  gone  and  his  house  gradually  became  the  resort  of 

before.  those  who  vrished  to  advance  the  art  which 

In  order,  however,  to  form  a  just  estimate  they  practised.     Nor  must  we  omit  the  im- 

of  his  comparative  merits,  we  must  look  at  portent  ftict,  that  this  brother,  whose  public 

the  curcumstances  in  which  his  rivals  in  the  and  private  tuition  was  destined  to  devdope 

fasti  of  sdenoewere  severally  placed.  the  genius  of  John  Hunter,  was  ten  years 

Thus,  the  position  of  Aristotle  was  moat  older  than  himself;  a  difference  which  would 
favourable,  and  both  he  and  Galen  received  enable  him  to  add  something  of  paternal 
the  best  education  which  opulence  and  the  authority  to  brotherly  persuasion,  like  same 
severe  discipline  of  Ancient  Greece  com-  advantage  was  enjoyed  by  Charles  Bell,  and 
bined,  could  confer  in  philosophy  ted  litera*  we  have  already  seen  with  what  fruits, 
ture.  In  modem  times  Pabridus  and  Harvey,  Yet,  great  as  these  advantages  were,  backed, 
vrith  the  triumvirate  I  have  mentioned,  were  too,  by  splendid  genius  and  unwearied  indns- 
equally  fortunate,  and  if  we  pass  from  these  try,  did  they  entirely  compensate  for  the 
eminent  forerunners  of  Hunter,  to  Cuvier,  want  of  early  education  ?  Some  answer 
his  distinguished  successor,  we  shall  find  that  '*  Yes ;"  nay,  it  is  even  a  question  vrith 
he  also  had  walked  from  his  childhood  in  the  them  whether  a  better  and  more  learned 
paths  of  learning  and  science.  His  early  training  might  not  have  stunted  that  eager 
education  was  the  chief  employment  of  his  curiosity,  that  faculty  for  observation,  that 
mother,  a  woman  of  superior  understanding  power  of  generalising,  which  he  possessed  in 
united  with  the  greatest  tenderness.  With-  so  eminent  a  degree.  This  cannot  be  deter- 
out  knowing  the  language,  she  made  him  re-  mined  now  ;  for,  instead  of  knowing  the 
peat  his  Latin  lessons  to  her ;  thus  practising,  whole  history  of  his  feelings  and  attainments, 
unconsdously  perhaps,  a  precept  of  Locke,  some  fragments  alone  have  reached  us :  but 
He  drew  under  her  eye,  and  slie  made  him  it  is  very  certain  that  a  Learned  education 
read  numerous  historical  and  literary  works,  had  not  this  freesing  power  with  tiiose  dis- 
"  It  was  thus,"  saysM.  Flourena,  **  that  ahe  tinguished  men  to  whose  career  I  alluded 
developed  and  fostered  that  passion  for  read-  just  now.  And  then,  reflect  on  the  advantages 
ing,  and  that  extended  curiosity,  which,  s4  which  good  training  gave  them.  Take 
Cuvier  says  in  his  memoirs,  were  the  main-  Cuvier,  for  example.  Whence  did  he  derive 
springs  of  his  life."  the  deamess  of  his  descriptions,  and  tbm 

At  the  academy  of  Stnttgardt,  Cuvier  re-  fiudlity  of  his  style  both  in  written  oomposi- 

cdved  an  excdlent  education,    and  when  tions  and  in  oral  communications  ?  Whence^ 

driven  to  batUe  with  the  necessities  of  life  but  from  the  literary  toils  of  his  boyhood  at 

at  eighteen,   and  seek  a  subsistence  in  a  Stuttgart  ?    who»  tiiat  isst  on  the  benebe»  of 
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the  amphitheatre  at  the  JaiSlin  des  Plantes, 
will  ever  forget  the  impresaioDS  which  he 
prodaoed  ? 

Ihis  clearness  of  expression  cannot  be 
predicated  of  John  Hunter.  When  he  geta 
beyond  mere  description,  his  language  be- 
comes obscure,  and  it  is  evident  that  compo- 
sition was  not  easy  to  him.  As  a  conse- 
quence of  this,  many  of  his  MSS.,  among 
others  the  catalogue  of  his  museum,  wece 
never  completed.  When  we  view  him  as  a 
teacher,  however,  censure  is  swallowed  up 
in  admiration. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  said  that  he  was  defi- 
elent  as  a  lecturer ;  and  be  certainly  seems 
to  have  wanted  that  vivid  diction  by  which 
some  men  are  enabled  to  enchain  the  atten- 
tion of  their  audience,  and  lend  the  charm 
of  novelty  to  the  most  familiar  detuls. 
Sometimes,  too,  he  appears  to  have  been 
unable  to  express  what  be  meant ;  and  it  has 
been  boldly  assumed,  that,  on  such  occasions, 
he  had  no  meaning  at  all,  and  was  '*  labour- 
ing with  the  delivery  of  nothing."  Let  us 
deem  more  nobly  of  John  Hunter.  Who 
can  dotibt  that,  in  such  instances,  his  mind 
was  often  wrapt  in  the  dim  vision  of  heights 
which  he  was  not  fated  to  ascend  ?  What 
labourer,  in  science  or  in  art,  has  not  felt 
the  force  of  the  nequeo  montirare  et  9entio 
tantum?  Without  fluency  and  vivacity, 
however,  a  lecturer  can  rarely  be  popular ; 
and  hence  John  Hunter's  lectures  were  but 
thinly  attended.  Like  Milton,  he  probably 
was  content  if  he  could  "  a  fit  audience 
find,  though  few ;"  and  he  might,  indeed, 
have  been  satisfied  could  he  have  anticipated 
the  future  glories  of  his  pupils.  Let  us 
estimate  his  lectures,  not  by  a  cold  analysis, 
but  by  their  effects.  When  Demosthenes 
had  thundered  forth  a  Philippic,  the  Athe- 
nians did  not  say,  *'  What  a  fine  oration  !" 
but,  '*  let  us  march  against  Philip." 

The  notes  of  John  Hunter's  lectures  which 
have  come  down  to  us  do  not  contain  many 
specimens  of  his  peculiar  manner.  The 
account  of  the  treatment  of  cancer,  however, 
is  an  example  of  his  strong  unsparing  good 
sense  conveyed  with  extreme  familiarity  of 
style. 

**  No  cure  has  yet  been  found ;  for  what 
I  call  a  cure  is  an  alteration  of  the  disposi- 
tion and  the  effects  of  that  disposition,  and 
not  the  destruction  of  the  cancerous  parts, 
which  extirpation,  however,  will  often  cure 
as  well  as  we  could  do  by  changing  the  dis- 
position and  action.  Arsenic  seems  to  have 
some  power  of  this  kind ;  and  its  effects 
might  be  increased  by  being  used  internally 
and  externally ;  but  itause  is  very  dangerous, 
and,  I  am  afraid,  insufficient  for  the  disease. 
This  is  a  remedy  which  enters  into  the  em- 
pirical nostrums  which  are  in  vogue  for 
curing  cancer ;  and  among  which  Plunkett'a 
holds  the  highest  rank.    Bat  this  is  no  new 


diseoyery;  for  Sennertua,  who  Uved  the 
Lord  knows  how  long  ago,  mentions  a 
Rodriguez  and  Flusius  who  obtained  consi- 
derable fame  and  fortune  by  such  a  compo- 
sition. I  was  desired  to  meet  Mr.  Plunkett 
to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  using  his  medi- 
cine in  a  particular  case.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  meet  any  body.  It  was  the  young 
one.  The  old  one  is  dead,  and  might  have 
died  himself  of  a  cancer  for  aught  I  know.  I 
asked  him  what  he  intended  to  do  with  hia 
medicine.  He  said,  '  to  cure  the  patient/ 
'  Let  me  know  what  you  mean  by  that.  Da 
you  mean  to  alter  the  diseased  state  of  the 
parts  }  or  do  yon  mean  by  your  medicine  to 
remove  the  parts  diseased  ?'  *  I  mean  to 
destroy  them,'  he  replied.  '  Well,  then, 
that  is  nothmg  more  than  I  or  any  other 
surgeon  can  do  with  less  pain  to  the  patient.' 
Poor  WooUett  the  engraver  died  under  one 
of  these  cancer*curers.  He  was  under  my 
care  when  this  person  took  him  in  hand. 
He  had  been  a  lifegnardsman,  I  think,  and 
had  got  a  never-failing  receipt.  I  continued 
to  call  on  Woollett  as  a  friend  ^  and  received 
great  accounts  of  the  good  effects:  npoH 
which  I  said,  if  the  man  would  give  me 
leave  to  watch  the  appearance  of  the  cancer, 
and  see  myself  the  good  effects,  and  should 
be  satisfied  c/(  its  curing  only  that  cancer 
(mind,  not  by  destroying  it),  I  would  exert 
all  my  power  to  make  him  the  richest  man 
in  the  kingdom  :  but  he  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  me,  and  tortured  poor  WooUett 
for  some  time,  till  at  last  I  heard  the  sound 
testicle  was  gone,  and  at  length  he  died." 

I  have  stated  that  Mr.  Hunter's  lectures 
were  but  thinly  attended,  but  that  he  might 
have  been  satisfied  could  he  have  anticipated 
the  fame  of  his  papils.  Among  those  who 
lived  in  his  house,  there  were  several  who 
attained  great  eminepce  in  their  profession. 
But  there  were  other  pupils  of  his  who  had 
not  these  additional  advantages,  aqd  yet 
drank  deep«*r-«far  deeper— of  the  spring 
open  to  all.  Among  them  may  be  ranked 
Poll,  Scarpa,  Blumenbach ;  and  others  who, 
fortunately  for  the  progress  of  surgery,  de- 
veloped some  of  hu  favourite  ideas  with 
more  fulness  and  precision  than  their  master 
himself,  and  strove  to  instil  into  their 
scholars  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  their 
great  instructor. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  of  these 
was  Abemethy.  In  his  Essay  on  the  Con- 
stitutional Origin  of  Local  Diseases,  he 
has  most  ably  made  out  his  point ;  and, 
both  in  the  treatise  and  in  his  lectures  he 
surpassed  John  Hunter  in  the  clearness  with 
which  he  laid  down  the  principle,  and  the 
practical  tact  with  which  he  followed  this 
law  into  its  consequences. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  a  still  more  illustrious 
man,  was  numbered  among  his  pupils,  and 
excelled  him  as  a  practical  surgeon  as  much 
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as  be  Ml  short  of  Mm  in  the  qualitiei  of  s  reckoned  as  crimei  byiKSsperated  natioBs-^ 
philosophic  teacher.  Every  work  of  his  wss  the  msn  of  science  labours  in  a  genial  fieldf 
based  on  the  most  patient  anatomical  eza*  where  exertion  is  its  own  reward ;  for  while 
■limition,  and  thns  became  a  foithlhl  com-  the  worshippers  ^f  power  and  wealth  are 
nentary  on  natnre  herself.  His  treatises  on  sickened  by  each  tnfling  disappointment, 
Hernia,  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations,  and  the  humblest  acolyte  in  the  temple  of  know- 
on  Diseases  of  the  Breast,  might  found  a  ledge  feels  that  it  is  good  to  be  there,  and 
reputation  singly :  what  have  they  done  that  even  failures  are  but  lessons.  The 
united  ?  pursuits  of  the  scientific  inquirer,    when 

John  Thomson,  too,  still  ]eft  to  us,  was  carried  on  in  a  right  spirit,  stand  seoond 

another  pupil  of  Hunter's,  who,  in  his  oele-  among  all  the  subjects  which  can  occupy 

brated  work  on  Inflammation,  followed  out  the    human    mind.      Tliough  faction  and 

in  a  kindred  spirit  the  views  of  his  great  avarice  unceasingly  murmur  in  the  vidmty, 

master.  his  mind  remains  unruffled  by  their  clamour. 

It  is  probably  not  going  too  far  to  say  Like  the  fleece  of  the  Hebrew  leader,  while 

that  to  the  veneration  in  which  these  three  ell  around  is  parched,  he  alone  is  fostered 

distinguished  men  held  the  opinions  and  ex-  by  the  gentle  dews  of  heaven. 

ample  of  John  Hunter,  and  their  constant     •  my, ^.,,.0,0  Mr>QTitmAT 

referenoe  to  him  in  their  lectures,  that  the  ^^*  THOMAS  S  HOSFITAL. 

propagation  of  his  doetrines,  and  their  infln.  On  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant,  the  examins* 

ence  on  Fng^***  surgery,  has  been  mainly  ^on  of  the  body  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard 

owing.  Carlile  was  oelebnted  by  an  eloquent  ora« 

I  will  not  detain  you  by  observations  on  tion  from  Mr.  Grainger,  pronounced  before 

the  personal  peculiarities  and  failings  of  a   crowded   audience,    in    the    anatomical 

John  Hunter ;  but  there  is  one  aneolote,  theatre  of  St.  Thomas's    Hospital.  *    Mr. 

whieh  exhibits  so  strongly  his  practical  tact,  Carlile,  in  conformity  with  the  religious  and 

as  well  as  his  Johnsonian  style  of  coming  philosophicsl  views  which  he  is  long  known 

to  the  pmnt,  that  I  cannot  itfrain  from  to  have  entertained,  many  years  before  his 

quoting  it.  decease  signified  his  wishes  by  express  dedi- 

He  happened  one  day  to  call  on  Mr.  cation  that  his  body  after  death  should  be 
Nkoll  when  his  wife  was  pregnant  for  the  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  dissection, 
sixth  time,  and  took  the  opportunity  of  ask-  thme  wishes  are  now  being  practically  exe- 
ing  him  whether  he  intended  to  IdU  this  as  cuted.  The  great  event  of  death  has  ar- 
he  had  killed  all  the  rest  of  his  children,  rived,  and  with  it  the  period  for  the  realize* 
Mr.  NicoU,  it  seems,  had  adopted  what  is  tion  of  his  desire.  Notwithstanding  the 
called  the  V^wififffg  system  with  all  the  pic-  moumfnlness  of  the  circumstances  and  occa- 
sions ones.  Not  understanding  the  question,  non,  it  is  a  time  when  science  has  reason  to 
however,  he  aaked  John  Honter  what  he  exult  in  witnessing  thus  a  sacriflce  nobly 


meant.  **  Why,"  said  John  Hunter,  "  do  offered  for  its  good,  and  an  exemplary  over- 
you  know  what  is  the  temperature  of  a  hen  throw  of  the  spell-Uke  bonds  of  those  popu- 
with  her  callow  brood  (chickens),  because,  ler  scruples  and  prejudices  which  contmue 
If  you  don't,  I'll  tell  you."  He  then  pro-  to  this  day  to  fetter  the  progress  of  anato- 
oeeded  to  explain  the  necessity  of  warmth  to  mical  science.  Whatever  the  views  or  rea- 
young  animals,  and  convinced  Mr.  NieoU  of  aoning  which  actuated  the  late  Mr.  Cariile 
the  propriety  of  changing  his  plan,  which  he  in  the  manly  constancy  with  which  he  ad- 
did,  and  with  complete  snooess.  hered  to  this  resolve,  his  dead  body,  which 

is  now  the  inmate  of  the  dissecting-room, 

It  was  finely  said  by  Dr.  Beddoea,  that  must  be  viewed  ss   the  strongest  of   aU 

''  when    one   heard  that    Hunter  was  at  proofs  that  his  convictions  were  sincere,  his 

length  the  first  surgeon  in  London,  one  fek  belief  deliberately  formed, 

a  satisfeotion  like  that  which  attends  the  dis-  But  as  in  our  next  number  we  have  to 

trUintion  of  poetical  justice  at  the  dose  of  a  present  a  detailed  report  of  Mr.  Grainger's 

well-told  tale."  oration,  with  the  results  of  the  inspection  of 

With  this  senlinietit  the  intellect  and  the  the  body,  we  shall  reserve  all  further  notice 

iieartmust  alike  agree;  the  honest  and  the  until  that  time. 

clear-headed   must    equally    exult  in  the  i^Tmnv^ 

nltamate  socoeas  of  John  Hunter.    Yet  I  NOTICES, 

will  observe  in  conclusion,  that,  had  his  ^^  cannot  insert  the  letter  of  *'  Scruta- 

caieer  been  cut  short  at  an  earlier  period,  *<>^»"  «°'"» *»«  attaches  his  name  to  it.    We 

he  would  not  have  laboured  in  vain,  nr  less  ^o  °ot  think  it  right  to  continue  a  contro- 

wouU  he  have  lived  unhappy.  .  Unlike  him  ^^"7  1°  ^^^ch  one  par^  gives  his  real  sig- 

who  toils  for  gain  akme,  and  whose  prvise  is  n«ture  and  the  other  writes  anonymously, 

measured  by  the  wretched  gold  which  he  '^^   Honterian  oration    having    proved 

haa  aocumulaled  —  unlike  &b  warrior  or  longer  than  we  anticipated,  several  papers 

the  Btatesman,  who  must  appeal  to  success  *^  unavoidably  postponed  till  our  next. 

for    justification,   and  whose   failures    are  Wilson  &Ooilvt,  57,  Skinner  S.reet, London. 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES,  portent  meamint  are  bang  adopted  whiCh 

Vellr^ea  at  S..  7^ W,  H«p««l.  StSlSf^.'^'S'  T^^l:^^. 
By  Frbdbbick  Ttbkbll,  Eeq.  guge  vnder  eome  common  bond  of  gram- 
Lecturer  on  CHnical  Smrgcrt  at  St.  Tlionas's  matical  prindplea  —  prindplei    known  to 
HoapUal  School,  Mid  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  and  recognised  by  aU,  and  theraforo  capable 
Hoapital.  of  ready  interpcetation.    Cbemittry  ia  em- 

^    ..    „  .     .  ,       « n.      ^  .   .  phatically  an  example  of  a  science,  wboee 

On  ih»  Prn^le, ^Jhagnotu  and  V^^  di^dopment  ia  modern  tim»,  «>d 

"^^**P^^**  even  recent  yean,  has  been  in  great  part  due 

Gbntlbmbn,— In  aU  the  estabHahed  ad-  to  the  scientific  simplicity  of  the  principles 

ences  it  is  the  uniTersal  admission  of  phUo-  on  iHuch  alterations,  additions,  and  improre- 

sophers,  that  it  is  as  important  to  the  spread  ments,  have  been  suggested  and  regnlated. 

of  thdr  nscfulness  as  to  the  fiunlitating  of  Botany  is  likewise  distinguished  by  the 

discoveries  and  improvements,  that  every  possession  of  a  oondse  and  significant  Um- 

and  each  department  in  the  cyde   should  gongo,  which  renders  easy  the  pathway  of 

be  distinguished  by  the  possession  of  u  Ian-  the  student  who  first  acquaints  himself  with 

gnage— a  systematic  vocabulary— by  means  the  grammatical  elemenU  which  ace  admitted 

of  which  het»  are  to  be  recorded  and  pheno-  to  have  directed  and  governed  its  original 

mena  described.    The  value  of  such  a  Ian-  oonstruction.    "Die  facts  and  laws  of  these 

guage,  however,  must  obviously  be  deter-  tdences  are  immutable,  and  provided  the 

mined  by  the  degree  to  which  philosophers  (.me  conditions  operate,  susceptible  of  no 

consent  to  its  universal  employment.    In  variations  of  charwjter.    In  relation,  how- 

every  trade  and  profession,  as  much  as  in  ever,  to  special  dqiartments  of  medicine  and 

every  division  of  sdence,  there  are  slang  or  mugBrj,  no  determinate  and  exact  synthetic 

vulgar  phraseologies,  a  vernacular  tongue,  niles  have  been  hitherto  proposed  for  adop- 

which  makea  up  a  system  of  speech  proper  tion,  adequate  in  the  least  to  the  oonstruction 

to  each.  of  a  complete  system  of  terms  by  which  to 

No    desire    being    manifested    for    the  characterise,  definitely  and  uniformly,  the 

introduction  of  novd  or  eccentric,  terms,  varied  objects  of  sense  and  reflection  which 

the  hmguage  thus  is  transmitted  from  one  theauthor  is  required  to  describe,  and  the 

generation  to  the  succeeding,  uncomipted  practitioner  to  recognise.    ThU  constitutes 

even  by  those  minor  lexical  improvements  frequently  the  source  of  greatest  impediment 

or  changes,  which,  in  regard  to  the  accre-  to  the  progress  of  the  student,  whose  daa- 

dited  of  the  sciences,  in  successive  periods  ^ical  information  does  not  enable  him  rea- 

bring  with  them  such  deep-rooted  innova-  dUy  to  search  into  and  analyse  the  etymology 

tions,  as  much  in  the  verbal  character  as  in  of  the  prevalent  terms.    For  the  most  part 

the  prindplea  of  the  adopted  nomenclature,  the  notions  of  nomenclature  entertained  by 

that  the  works  of  standard  authors,  pro-  the  earlier  authors  and  observers  in  medicine 

duced  and  written  at  long  and  distant  inter-  an^  surgery  were  so  vague  and  unsettled, 

vals  of  time,  become  scarcdy  intelligible  to  that  the  name  of  a  disease  would  receive  for 

the  same  reader.    With  reference  immedi-  jtg  arbitrary  root  some  trifling  inddent  quite 

ately  to  our  own  profession,  it  is  remarked  „  probably,  as  some  more  rational  drcum- 

as  a  prominent  feature  in  the  history  of  gtance  or  &ct.     The  terms  hydrophobia, 

numy  of  its  integral  departments,  that  in  diabetes,  schirms,  carcinoma,  chorea-sancti- 

proportion  as  generalizations  are  made,  and  ^itj,  apoplexia,    anasarca,   hemiplegia,  are 

laws  of  general  application  estoblished,  im-  p^ofs  enough  of  the  random  and  empirical 

795.— XXXI.  3  C    . 
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etymology  which  has  been  allowed  to  deter-  to  medidiie  and  anigery,  the  appellation  of 
mine  the  manofactore  of  names,  which,  if  *'  adenoe/'  or  to  range  them  under  this 
compounded  on  some  establbhed  and  syste-  exalted  head.  An  a£qnate  acgnaintance 
matic  rules,  .might  be  made  the  vehicles  with  the  desd  languages  is  not  the  only  re- 
throogh  which  to  convey,  even  at  first  view,  qoisite  to  the  correct  and  appropriate  corn- 
much  useful  information  to  the  atudent  re-  pounding  of  a  new  term,  llie  more  impor- 
specting  the  seat  or  character  of  the  disease  tant  desideratum  unquestionably  respects  the 
of  which  they  are  designed  to  stand  as  the  de-  precise  knowledge  of  /aeU  and  partieulart. 
signations.  It  must  be  at  once  apparent  from  If  the  ultimate  and  exact  nature  of  a  disease 
the  few  examples  presented  in  this  enumera-  be  satisfactorily  ascertained,  it  cannot  be 
tion,  that  no  principle  of  synthesis  capable  denied  that  the  least  mutable  or  most  oon- 
of  general  use  and  application  could  have  stent  and  striking  of  its  conditions  shonU 
been  thought  of  by  those  writers  with  whom  constitute  an  obvious  element  in  the  new 
these  heterogeneous  elements  of  our  voca-  name.  Andral,  misled  by  hypothesis,  and 
bulary  had  their  remote  origin.  The  term  conceiving  oertaiii  ooincidettoes  as  constant, 
hydrophobia  reduced  to  its  component  fac-  which  were  subsequently  proved  to  be  ines- 
tors  (0Svp,  aqua ;  ^6fios,  timor,  foot),  will  sendal  to  the  existence  of  the  diaeaaed 
be  seen  to  have  originated  from  a  peculiarity  atate,  made  them  the  foundation  of  a  chain 
ib  the  character  of  this  disease  which  is  of  novel  epithets,  and  invented  a  series  of 
peither  uniform  and  constant  in  its  presence,  classical  terms  which  were  designed  to  eon* 
nor  at  all  significant  either  of  the  uature  or  vey  ideas  of  morbid  conditions  afterwards 
seat  of  the  malady.  The  ^60qs  extends  to  proved  to  be  by  no  means  necessary,  and 
all  liquids — it  is  the  act  of  d€§^utiiion —  dependent  phenomena  of  the  disease  with 
the  action  of  the  mtuclea  which  is  the  source  wldch  they  happened  sometimes  to  be  asso- 
of  that  irrepressible  drea4,  which  even  in  dated.  False  views  were  thus  raised,  which 
remote  contemplation  overwhelms  the  snf-  led  to  the  perpetuation  of  errors  more  injn- 
ferer.  Diabetes,  iia,  per — fiauw,  ineedo.  rious  in  their  consequence  than  the  more 
In  the  composition  of  this  word  there  is  arbitrary,  and  less  classical,  designations 
nothing  whatever  capable  of  affording  a  clue  antecedently  in  use.  There  are,  notwith- 
either  as  to  the  organ  which  the  diMase  af-  standing,  certain  minor  divisions  of  practical 
iecU,  or  the  essential  character  of  the  morbid  medicine  and  surgery  whose  nomenclatures 
coudition  for  which  the  term  has  been  as-  are  founded  upon  principles  as  philosophical 
signed  ss  the  name.  Fever,  from  ferveo,  and  exact  as  students  of  the  most  sdiolastic 
to  bum ;  chorea  sancti  viti  is  another  tastes  can  possibly  derire. 
euphonious  appellation,  quite  canonical  you  Within^  the  pcde  of  ophthalmic  surgery 
will  say,  because  apostolic,  at  all  events  this  observation  ia  fully  verified:  for  tfaie 
saint-like  in  its  extraction.  Hbc  videtur  most  part,  the  diseases  of  the  eye  are  distin* 
genuina  lingu»  nostrK  ratio  antique !  By  guished  by  names,  the  etymon  or  roots  of 
these  few  illustrations,  suffident  may  have  which  at  once  proclaim  the  structures  in- 
been  done  to  show  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  volved,  whilst  the  terminal  element  pro- 
hitherto,  in  medicine  and  surgery,  no  attempt  nounoes  with  equal  precision  the  nature  of 
has  been  prudently  and  intelligently  made  the  diseased  action — as  comdtis,  iritis,  aquo- 
towards  the  introduction  and  estebluhment  capsulitis,  and  so  on.  The  termination  itie 
of  a  philosophical  system,  for  the  construe-  is  likewise  now  generally  employed  to  distin- 
tion  and  derivation  of  terms.  Erroneous  guish  inflammation  of  structures  in  ether 
conceptions  of  Mti^tare  generated  by  un-  parte  of  the  body.  Peritonitis,  endocarditis, 
meaning  and  inappropriate  eptthete.  'This  muco-enteritis,  are  examples  of  those  spedfio 
absence  of  rules  and  prindples  in  the  forma-  terms  denoting  the  existence  of  inllam- 
tion  and  application  of  terms  appears  to  me  mation  in  particular  situations.  It  is  highly 
to  have  gone  fsr  to  reterd  the  progress  of  desirable  that  the  time  should  arrive  when 
medicine  and  surgery,  and  to  have  almost  condse  and  rational  and  definite  terms  may 
dispossessed  them  of  those  legitimate  claims  be  securely  invented  for  the  distinguishing 
which  unchangeable  hcta  and  substantively  of  the  numerous  diseases  which  comprise 
founded  prindples  in  every  grade  and  section  the  varied  category  of  human  JrmlHean 
of  science,  invariably  offer.  Hydrophobia,  Under  the  existing  medical  nomendature 
tetanus,  meningitis,  pleuritis,  and  all  other  it  were  a  task  of  no  inconsiderable  difficulty 
definite  morbid  changes,  are  conetant  alike  to  develope  the  prindples  on  which  diseases 
in  essence  and  manifestetions.  If,  therefore,  have  reodved  their  names  ;  an  idea  has 
it  be  practicable  to  collect  into  a  massive  already  been  conveyed  of  the  multifold  dia- 
assemblage  a  great  variety  of  such  facte  and  racter  of  these  drcumstances.  A  striking 
cases,  and  the  circumstance  be  oonndered  symptom  forms  the  Latin  or  Greek  root  of 
that  under  the  eame  external  signs  or  symp-  one  term :  in  other  instances,  it  is  the  seat 
toms,  the  same  pathological  condition,  or  or  structure  involved  that  forms  the  most 
in  other  language,  the  same  disease  existe,  it  prominent  feature  in  the  distinctive  epithet ; 
seems  unpMloaophical  to  refuse,  in  relation  in  others,  it  is  the  mature    of   the  dis- 
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that  is  moet  obTiooBly  rignifled ;  and  in  a  profeasional  career,  nsefdlly  passed,  will 
Dthers,   some  attendant  condition  is  more  most  surely  entail.     Bnt  let  not  this  remark 
particalarly  denoted.    The  terms  general,  be  construed  into  the  unwise  recommenda- 
active,  lood,   hypenemia  and    ansmia  of  tion  that  every  portion   of  your  precious 
Andral,  are  exemplifications  of  the  latter,  time  should  be  devoted  with  unremitting 
From  the  remarkable  confusion  which  pre-  and  monotonous  labour  to  the  practical  de- 
Tails  throoghout  the  detail  of  medical  Ian-  tails  of  professional  study,    or  that   you 
goage,  the  department  of  classiiication  or  should  take  up  a  constant  and  vigilant  abode 
noaoloff^  cannot  soon  attain  any  very  ele-  amid  the  mangled  remnants  of  a  former  hu- 
▼ated  and  certain  character.     It  is  quite  manity  scattered  over  the   tables  of  your 
certain  that  our  knowledge  of  the  eondiUona  dissecting-room.    I  admit,  from  the  distant 
of  disease,  of  the  Junetiont  of  organs,  has  recollections  still  engraven  on  my  own  mind, 
not  advanced  to  a  sufficiently  enlightened  that  there  is  an  air  of  science  in  the  assoda- 
standard  to  render  secure  the  adoption  of  tions   and  atmosphere  of  that  room  well 
any  innovating  measures  affecting  radically  calculated  to  exalt  the  mind  of  the  ambi- 
the  systems  of  nosological  arrangement  and  tious  student  into  an  ennobling  contempla- 
nomendature,  which  are  at  present  hi  use.  tion,    and    refined    conceptions,    on    the 
Tlie  classification  of  Cullen  is  erroneous  wondrous  mechanism,   the  recondite  phe- 
in  every  particolar.     His  arrangements  and  nomena,  of  that  machine  whose  deraoge- 
tabulations  are  without  exception  founded  menta  it  is  the  greatest  object  of  his  life  to 
upon  theoretical  notions,  of  which  advancing  study  and  understand.      Cultivate,  there- 
tfeienee   requires    the  complete  explosion,  fore,  habits  of  thought  and  activity,  and  you 
Whatever  the  nosological  system  ultimately  will  find  time  for  every  thing — for  punctu- 
adopted,  the  propriety  of  assenting  to  tlw  ality  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  for  the  pur- 
prindple  can    scarcely    be    doubted,  that  est  pleasures  of  society,  for  the  enjoyment 
tilings  essentially  distimilar,  not  in  regard  and  cultivation  of  literature,  and  for  the 
to  structure,  but  actiony  or  the  nature  of  gratification  of  every  rational  amusement. 
the  disease,  diould  be  held  distinct  and  pre-  Study  and  imitate  the  intentness  and  perse- 
sented  as    separate  objects,    while  things  veranoe  with  which  Cicero  conducted  his 
really  Hmiidr  should  be  as  much  as  possible  own  education — "  At  verd  ego  hoc  tem- 
marshalled  under  the  same  division,  and  pore  omni  noctes  et  dies  in  omnium  doctri- 
diaraeterised  by  the  same  system  of  terms.  narum   meditetione  versabar."      The  bio- 
Gentlemen,  at  the  commencement  of  this  graphy  of  all  eminent  men  in  all  countries 
leetnre  it  formed  no  part  of  my  intention  to  and  of  every  nation,  teaches  the  important 
ddiver  before  you  a  dissertetion  on  the  gram-  lesson,  that  if  real  distinction  and  excellence 
matical  structure  of  medical  language,  or  is  to  be  attained  in  any  profession,  the  most 
decipher  in  readiness  for  you  the  subtleties  watehful  rigour  should  be  practised  in  the 
of  our  technical  vocabulary ;  neither  can  I  economy  of  time.    Bnt  let  us  proceed  to  the 
confess  it  as  any  part  of  my  wish  to  divert  discussion  of  those  practical  subjects  upon 
your  aspiring  minds  from  thinff$  to  wordg,  which  it  is  more  particularly  my  province 
Jlsff   non  verba  implies   a  counsel  which  and  object  to  lecture, 
should  never  be  foigotten.     The  reputation  You  may  now  have  perceived  that,  in  col- 
of  a  simple  lexicographer  in  science,  I  trust,  lecting  the  symptoms  and  facts  of  a  case, 
is  remote  from  yon  all  as  sn  object  of  ambi-  nothing  really  important  or  useful  is  gained, 
tion.     While  I  unqualifiedly  admire  the  either  in  a  diagnostic  or  therapeutic  point 
love  of  scholarship  in  the  medical  stodent,  of  view,  by  allowing  the  mind  to  wander 
while  I  would  foster  with  a  liberal  hand  the  into  channels  into  which  the  etymology  of  a 
cherished  desire  for  acquaintance  with  das-  name,  or  the  suggestions  raised  by  the  vague 
aieal  and  general  literature,  as  favourably  signification  of  a  term,  may  at.  the  outset 
calculated,  if  temperately  gratified  and  di-  tend  to  direct  its  inquiries. 
rected»  to  exalt  the  character  and  ftirther  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  term  what- 
the  ends  of  our  profession,  it  is  an  inculca-  ever,  within  the  range  of  medical  lexico- 
tion  which  I  urge  as  my  best  advice  to  you  graphy,  against  which  the  serious  objection 
an,  that  as  you  are  destined  to  stand  before  may  not  be  urged,  that  it,  the  term,  per  se, 
the  public  eye  as  the  licensed  ministers  of  frequently  misleads,  and  wrongly  impresses 
•denoe,  professing  an  acquaintance  with  the  the  mind.     Let  this  description   of  a  case 
means  which  sdence  has   discovered  and  duddate  further  the  meaning  of  this  obser- 
accnmulated  for  the  relief  of  human  suffer-  vation.     A  man  is  conveyed  to  the  hospital 
ing,  let  not  the  fraud  be  committed  of  vio-  under  the  condition  of  severe  concussion  of 
lating  the  public  faith,  in  presenting  your-  the  brain.     In  a  short  period,  under  appro- 
adves  as  polite  scholars,  or  adepte  in  the  priate  treatment,    reaction   succeeds,  and 
arte  of  the  world,   rather  than  as  sound,  surpasses  the  bounds  which  the  dresser  or 
trustworthy,  practical  men — as  bond  fide  surgeon  may  concdve  as  the  safe  and  due 
candidates  for  practice,  honourably  expec-  amount.    The  patient  is  accordingly  doomed 
tant  of  all  the  liabilities  and  anxieties  which  to  lose  blood.    The  quantity  withdrawn  may 
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somewhat  exceed  the  tolerance  of  the  sjstem :  delirium  com  tremore.  Well,  proceed  with 
the  reactioni  however,  is  subdaed,  and  the  the  supposed  circumstances,  and  conceive 
patient  may  have  sunk  into  a  favourable  the  dresser,  against  whom  it  was  proved  that 
quiescence.  But  after  the  lapse  of  an  inter-  he  had  formed  an  essentially  fahse  conoep- 
val  of  no  longer  duration  than  a  day  or  a  tion  as  to  the  character  of  this  case,  to  have 
night,  another  species  of  reaction  is  declared  been  required  to  record  the  particulars.  It 
in  the  system,  different  most  decidedly  from  is  obviously  certain  that  the  tutelar  epithet 
the  former  ;  the  former  was  distinguished  would  continue  to  guide  his  pen,  as  before  it 
only  by  an  innocent  and  quiet  rise  in  the  directed  the  movements  of  his  hand*, 
standard  of  the  circulating  system ;  this,  Phrenitis  would  still  tinge  with  its  predo- 
however,  is  complicated  with  an  abruptness  minant  hue  the  meaning  and  style  of  eirery 
and  rapidity  of  manner,  a  restlessness  of  expression.  Hot  if  this  word  had  not  pre  - 
conduct,  which  requires  the  personal  vigi-  sented  itself  to  his  mind,  if  the  conventional 
lance  of  the  nurse — a  passionate  excitement  sense  of  a  mere  word  had  not  thus  led  him 
of  the  mind,  and  boisterous  loquacity,  which  into  irrelevant  paths  of  thought,  and  carried 
bring  into  a  foremost  position  in  the  mind  him  away  like  an  unbridled  horse  does  his 
of  the  anxious  dresser — what?  the  high-  unskilful  rider,  or  as  the  machinery  of 
sounding  title  of  phrenitis !  This  is  enough,  sounding  language  sometimes  leads  the 
A  polar  luminary  has  arisen  to  guide  in  mind  of  a  youtUul  student  in  the  art  of 
complacent  safety  his  troubled  course,  elocution  away  from  its  plain  thoughts  into 
Phrenitis !  phrenitis !  b  it  possible  for  a  man  the  regions  of  embarrassment  and  confusion, 
with  phrenitis  to  escape  with  his  life  without  a  sensible  and  faithful  delineation  of  facta 
bleeding  ?  it  cannot  be ;  for  to  my  expe-  would  have  been  exhibited  in  the  history  of 
rience,  even  among  the  most  practiosi  men,  the  case.  Gentlemen,  experience  and  use- 
it  is  regarded  as  the  unerring  watchword  for  ful  knowledge  are  to  be  acquired,  not  by 
venesection :  nurse,  therefore,  bring  the  the  accumulation  of  words  with  little  weighty 
bason  and  bandage !  and  definite  meaning,  but  by  the  recoj^  of 
The  happy  polarity  of  this  needle-like  facts  and  realities*  That  student  unques- 
phrenitia  conducts  once  more  his  misguided  tionably  is  the  most  superior  in  mental  qua- 
hand  to  his  pocket  in  search  of  the  imple-  lities  who  acknowledges  the  guidance  of  no 
ment  for  further  bleeding;  and  thus  the  conventional  phraseology,  who  refuses  to 
poor  man  is  condemned  to  a  further  loss  of  follow  in  blind  obedience  the  ideas  which  a 
that  very  fluid  and  stimulus  the  want  of  term  may  happen  to  suggest.  His  nobler 
which  was  the  positive  cause  of  aU  hia  suf-  course  is  that  of  independent  industry  and 
ferings,  and  all  his  enfeebled  excitement,  application  in  reading  the  language  of  dia- 
Now  suppose  the  attendant  here  had  alto-  ease  for  himself. 

gether  refused  to  accept  the  guidance  of  the  These  observations  it  hsa  seemed  to  me 
mere  term  phrenitis,  and  that  he  had,  en  desirable  to  premise  before  submitting  to 
the  contrary,  determined  first  to  investigate  you  a  plan  which  I  have  long  thought  may 
the  real  and  plain  facts  of  the  case,  before  subserve  many  of  those  important  obliga- 
abandoning  himself  to  the  adoption  of  a  tions  which  every  medicd  man  owes  to  the 
course  of  treatment  so  fatal  to  the  interest  scienoe  of  his  profession — that,  namely,  of 
of  his  patient.  .To  any  one  possessing  a  embodying  with  scrupulous  truth  and  accu- 
slight  acquaintance  even  with  llie  principles  racy  the  facts  and  cases  which  his  daily 
of  diagnosis,  the  significant  language  of  two  intercourse  with  disease  must  bring  within 
simple  circumstances  in  this  case  would  have  his  own  immediate  notice.  The  **  taking  of 
induced  at  once  a  change  in  the  whole  a  case,*'  or  to  present  in  words  and  Ian- 
course  of  thought  and.  action.  Notwith-  guage  a  picture  of  a  disease,  from  its  origin 
standing  all  the  general  appearances  of  to  its  termination,  such  that  another  person 
phrenitis,  there  are  two  things  which  most  at  some  distant  place,  who  peroses  this  de- 
pointedly  contradict  that  idea :  the  pulse  is  scription,  will  be  able  to  recognise  a  similar 
small,  quick,  and  quite  compressible  ;  the  disease,  and  identify  it  with  confidence  with 
surface  is  cool,  clammy,  and  perspirable,  that  observed  by  its  first  historian,  is  a 
not  hot  and  dry ;  and-  it  should  follow,  it  qualification  which  few  possess.  To  engage 
appears  to.  me,  that  a  stimulue  would  pro-  oneself  in  the  work  of  systematically  ar-  , 
cure  sleep  to  this  man.  Wine,  or  gin  aud  ranging  and  recording  the  evidences  of  any 
water,  or  porter,  is  given  :  all  his  agitation  given  case,  is  virtually  to  submit  oneself  to 
subsides  into  quiet  repose,  the  pulse  lowers  the  process  of  self-education.  No  man  can 
in  frequency,  and  the  calm  which  succeeds  spend  an  hour  i;^ 'study  and  reflection  upon 
annoimces  altogether  a  favourable  change,  the  varied  phases  under  which  disease  may 
It  must  be  now  seen  that  this  was  not  present,  much  more  become  the  historian  of 
phrenitis ;  it  wa$i  that  state  which  some  disease,  without  substantial  improvement  to 
authors  have  called  delirium  traumaticum ;  his  own  mind,  and  without  making  an  im- 
not  unlike  delirium  tremens  in  real  patho-  portant  addition  to  the  treasury  of  his  prac- 
logy  ;  or,  as  some  will  scientifically  have  it,  tical   knowledge.      Yet,   how   few  are  the 
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Cftsefl  in  which  young  men,  whose  career  of  treasury  of  fticts  of  incalculable  value  and 

studentship  was  marked  by  talent,  industry,  importance  might  be  rapidly  collected,  from 

and  superior  knowledge,  whether  located  in  the  safe  and  instructiTe  vantage-ground  af- 

Bome  distant  village,  or  hi  some  more  favour-  forded  by  which  the  whole  realms  of  past 

able  spot  in  nearer  access  to  some  one  of  the  practice  and  experience  may  be  surveyed  by 

numerous  emporia  of  learning  which  at  the  each    individual  member.      Recollect  that 

present  time  render    distingui^ed  among  experience  is  not  transmissible  as  a  comfor- 

nations  the  history  and  aspect  of  this  coun-  table  heritage  from   one  generation  to  the 

try,   have  risen  above  the  pressure  of  the  succeeding,  like  some  portable  commodities, 

novel  duties  and  obligations  by  which  they  of  whose  nature  you  may  form  a  very  shrewd 

find  themselves   surrounded  when  making  conception.      You   yourselves  m%ut  labour 

their  first  introduction  into  tlie  busy  scene  as  assiduously  and  ardently  as  those  who 

of  society.     But  the  very  duties  which  they  have  gone  before  you,  if  your  desire  be  to 

discontinue  to  observe  and  perform  are  those  become  versant  in  what  must  be  defined  the 

which  unquestionably  appear  to  be  the  best  empirical  tactics  of  real  practice.     But  do 

calculated  to  raise  more  and  more  the  stand-  not  fail  t6  understand  that  he  who  starts  in 

ard  of  their  competency  for  the  responsible  familiar   possession   of    all    the    improved 

engagements  of  practice.     Let  me  exhort  knowledge  and  science  of  the  day,  the  best 

you,  whom  I  am  may  be  now  addressing  chemist  and  physiologist,  aeteris  paribus^ 

forthelast  session  of  your  hospital  education,  is  he  who  will  most  quickly  command  the 

when  engaged  in  another  scene  of  exertion  mastery  over  the  tactics  of  which  I  speak, 

not  to  disregard  the  duties  which  you  owe  Whichever   the  method   which  the  taste  of 

alike  to  your   own  talents  and  to  the  com-  the  student  or  practitioner  may  induce  him 

mon  cause  of  our  comon  science.     At  pre-  to   select,  in   sdl  cases  certain  preliminary 

sent,  however,  my  part  is  not  to  instruct  circumstances   must  be    determined  which 

yon  under  the  capacity  of  practitioners,  but  affect  influentially  the   views  and  opinions 

rather  to  assist  your  exertions,  and  as  far  as  that  may  be  subsequently  formed  in  regard 

I  can  to  direct  your  steps  towards  the  rig^t  to  the  existing  state  of  the  person  under 

channel  by  which  the  greatest  amount  of  enquiry. 

useful  knowledge  is  to  be  attained,  the  How  long  is  it  since  your  present  illness 
greatest  measure  of  profit  is  to  be  realised,  commenced,  generally  forms  the  leading  en- 
within  the  limited  period  of  your  studies  quiry :  it  will  be  afterwards  explained  how 
under  the  roof  of  this  hospital.  As  the  cor-  much  real  and  practical  information  may 
rect  and  clear  registration  of  a  cate^  however  be  developed  in  the  reply  which  the  question 
simple  its  character,  presupposes  on  the  part  thus  simple  relating  to  the  duration  of  the 
of  the  observer  a  sufficient  amount  of  infor-  attack  is  calculated  to  eUcit,  as  this  cir- 
mation  to  enable  him  to  recognise  and  das-  cumscribes  the  enquiry  within  the  bounds  of 
sify  those  symptoms  and  circumstances  a  definite  period  of  time.  For  the  most  part 
wldch  most  strikingly  distinguish  that  par-  the  examination  resolves  itself  into  two  ob- 
ticular  form  of  discuBse,  it  is  scarcely  desi-  viously  distinct  portions  :  that  which  re- 
rable  for  the  student,  whose  hospital  practice  fers  in  the  first  place  to  the  history  of  the 
is  about  to  commence  only,  to  engage  him-  individual  himself  before  the  commencement 
self  in  the  practical  occupation  of  taking  of  liis  present  complaint,  under  which  the 
cases,  which  may  be  advised  as  labour  of  question  of  family  history  or  hereditary 
considerable  and  permanent  profit  to  him  predisposition  would  appropriately  range, 
whose  education  is  more  advanced.  It  ia  and  that,  in  the  second  place,  which  involves 
because  the  distinguishing  characters  of  dis-  the  natural  history  of  his  present  illness. 
ease  are  not  intimately  and  generally  known  There  is,  however,  another  method  of  case- 
that  many  of  the  numerous  cases  of  novelty  taking,  which  for  some  years  I  have  been  in 
and  raise  which  are  weekly  recorded  in  our  the  habit  of  recommending  as  the  most 
periodicals  are  so  voluminous,  verbally  complete  and  systematic  which  the  student 
circuitous,  and  consequently  unreadable ;  can  desire  ;  according  to  the  views,  that  is, 
repulsive  to  the  patience  of  the  general  which  I  have  entertained  of  the  practical 
reader,  and  therefore  devoid  of  interest  and  value  of  such  a  practice,  and  the  general 
utility.  If  brevity  be  the  soul  of  wit,  it  is  profit  which  may  accrue  from  its  universal 
also  the  very  essence  of  case-taking.  Time  adoption.  The  more  natural  plan  has  long 
is  gained  thus  both  by  the  reader  and  the  appeared  to  me  to  consist  in  first  patiently 
writer ;  the  picture  of  the  disease  is  more  listening  to  the  tale  of  facts  and  sufferings 
striking;  the  impression  which  it  produces  which  the  patient  himself  has  to  tell.  Under 
more  vivid  and  persistent.  If  it  were  {MS-  this  head,  also,  what  may  be  regarded  as 
sible,  which  it  undoubtedly  is,  to  reduce  the  aeceeeory  evidence  afforded  by  the  friends 
work  of  registration  into  some  form  of  alge-  and  relatives  of  the  patient  may  be  regarded 
braic  brevity,  the  method  might  be  ren-  as  ranging  under  the  same  department  with 
dered  suitable  to  the  time  of  general  prac-  that  under  which  it  has  been  proposed  to 
titioners,  in  whose  hands  an  accumulated  consider  the   story  related  by  the  patient 
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kinuelf.     In  relation  to  this  huiorical  spe-  which  chequer  the  tenor  of  every  die 

cies  of  evidence,  it  was  snggested  in  a  former  ordinary  form  of  disease,  require,  ootwifh- 

lecture  that  the  term  mbjeciive  should  be  standing,  the  exercise  of  sound  diicriiniiia- 

employed  as  the  discriminating  symbol ;  the  tive  judgment  in  detecting  and  selectiiii^  thtt 

simplicity  of  this  term  forms  its  chief  recom-  least  useifnl  and  important  firom  those  agB» 

mendation  ;  it  denotes  the  fotiree  (the  sub-  and  drcumitances  which  are  indispmiabia 

ject  or  patient)  from  which  the  evidence  is  to  the  epitomised  represeotatioa  of  the  dis> 

obtained.  ease  wldch  it  is    designed  to  eifaibit  and 

As  a  record  of  cases  must  owe  a  conside-  preserve. 
rable  portion  of  its  value  to  the  readiness        But  while  this  observation  vriU  Im  tdt  hf 

with  which  it  admits  of  reference,  the  plan  piuctitionerB  as  conveying  the  veil  traftk,  it 

adopted  should  be  uniformly  adhered  to,  so  is  quite  necessary  to  reaoaric,  lest  it  Aomid 

that  the  arrangement  in  a  short  time  will  operate  disoouragingly  upon  your  escrtSoas^ 

become  so  fiuniliar  to  its  author  that  no  that  it  is  impossibte  for  tiie  stodail  to  fa« 

time  can  be  felt  to  have  been  unprofitably  too  minute  and  eiienmstantial  (keeping,  of 

expended,  nor  any  trouble  expenenoed  in  coarse,  in  studious  ^rictnew,  vnthin   tka 

referring  to  any  former  case,  or  in  searching  limits  of  his  pataenoe  and  oaMtioM)  1m  tkm 

for  any  individual  point  in  the  history  of  a  account  which  he  may  seek  to  dianr  up  of  a 

case,  to  elucidate  and  explain  a  question  of  case.    Hie  longer  Uie  duration  of  the  period 

doubt  or  difficulty  which  may  happen  to  be  duriog  which  the  mind  b  maintained  ia  di* 

at  the  time  under  consideration.    Hie  book  rect  intercourse  with  eztenud  phcMMBcnu* 

should  be  divided  into  eoiumm,  each  headed  it  is  obvioas  that  the  move  ooaapkta  and 

distinctly  and  briefly,  according  to  the  sub-  persistent  the  isapress  wlucfa  it  reeeivca. 
ject  to  which  it  is  devoted,  and  the  account        It  was  just  mow  advised  to  pceauae  tka 

of  the  case  should  always  be  marked  by  the  aooount  of  a  ease  with  the  naoie  of  the  dia> 

name  of  the  disease  at  the  head,  according  ease.      It  is  easy  enough  to  aiQadge  eor* 

to  the  following  plan.    (See  next  page.)  rectly  the  nature  of  a  ease,  when  tlse  bona 

At  one  view  it  may  be  observed,  accord*  ha%  emerged  through  the  investing  nausciea 
ing  to  this  system  of  registration,  that  each  and  integuments,  and  call  the  case  one  of 
case  in  all  its  particulars  is  planned  out  into  compound  fracture ;  but  there  aie  elker 
two  essentially  distinct  portions  ;  that»  instances  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  aasigB  a 
namely,  which  embraces  all  incidents  re-  nan:e.  Hiis  observatioB  renders  it  proper 
spective  of  the  patient's  previous  history ;  to  recur  to  the  particulars  of  the  plan  for 
that  also  of  his  family.  This  head  likewise  taking  cases  which  tias  just  been  proposed 
comprehends  the  remaining  drcamstanoes  for  your  consideration.  I  can  give  the  as* 
whidi  are  always  required  to  reader  com-  surance  firom  my  own  experieace  that  wIkb 
plete  the  preliminaries  of  the  case ;  name,  the  mind  is  habitaatcd  to  a  unifom  syiteni 
age,  employment,  &c. ;  the  causes,  actual  of  exmrnning  cases,  each  step  into  tlK 
and  predisposing,  tending  to  the  production  inquiry  becomes  suggestive  of 
of  the  existing  state ;  and  so  on  with  re-  ooUataul  considcrBtiona,  which  becoaie 
ference  to  numerous  other  particulars  which  portent  in  tlieir  turn  in  tlie  assisi 
the  peculiar  natore  of  the  case  may  involve,  they  afford  to  the  mind  in  ito  endeavoan  t» 
The  second  portion  of  the  account  dates  from  unveil  the  truth  of  all  suironndi^ 
the  time  at  which  the  observer  was  sum-  and  obscurities, 
moned  to  attend  the  case.  It  is  at  this  Let  the  question  of  m§€  he  fint 
stage  that  accuracy,  descriptive  and  obser-  sidered.  Suppose  two  cases  to 
vant,  should  mark  the  stetemente  recorded,  parallel  to  each  other  in  general 
When  the  actual  observer  becomes  himself  A  diild  receives  a  slight  injury  upon  the  kead» 
the  historian  of  facte  and  phenomena,  what  just  enough  to  produce  the  symptoms  of  can- 
palliative  reasons  can  be  offered  in  extenua-  easfioa, — a  man  in  sound  heslth  recssvea  a 
tion  of  the  discredit  which  the  wrong  appre-  similar  iiuvry,  and  proportionate  in  severity. 
dation  of  S3rmptoms  and  appearances,  in  On  the  abstract  drcumatance  of  age,  vrhat 
gravely  attempting  the  historinl  delineation  prognosis  or  inference  should  be  foriaed  as 
of  disease,  would  justify  us  in  bringing  to  the  amount,  or  in  what  Ugfat  oqgfal  the 
down  upon  his  reputetion.  probabilities  of  the  two  cases  to  be  regarded  ? 

Under  the  head  of  "  piogress,"  particu-  Practical  experience  has  proved  tiiat  injnriae 

Ian  may  be  multiplied  and  accumulated  ac-  of  this  description  are  unquestionably  mafn 

cording  to  the  time  at  the  command  of  the  serious  in  the  case  of  the  diild  dian  that  of 

reporter,  or  the  singularity  or  importance  of  the  adult.     The  explanative  rtesons  era, 

the  case.     But  it  Is  here  desirable  to  state  that  in  the  child  the  standard  of  the  drenlat- 

tbat  the  real  value  of  a  case  bears  any  other  ing  enagies  is  higher ;  the  irritalnlity  of  the 

tlian  a  direr/  proportion  to  the  voluminous  nervous   centres   correspondingly  greater  t 

minuteness  with  which  the  daify  changes  hence  the  prooeaess  to  hydroorpbalua. 
and  phases  of  the  case  may  have  been  regis-         Suppose  two  other  comparative  instance*, 

'cred.    The  numerous  diurnal  irregidarities  Tbc  osseous   system  becomes  the  seat  of 
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kinueffi    In  relation  to  this  hUtorieal  spe-  which  chequer  the  tenor  of  every  the  mmt 

cies  of  eyidence,  it  was  suggested  in  a  former  ordinary  form  of  disease,  require,  notwith- 

lecture  that  the  term  mbjeciive  should  be  standing,  the  exercise  of  sound  discrimfauu- 

employed  as  the  discriminating  symbol ;  the  tive  judgment  in  detecting  and  selecting  the 

simplicity  of  this  term  forms  its  chief  recom-  least  usejful  and  important  from  those  signs 

mendaiion  ;  it  denotes  the  source  (the  sub-  and  circumstances  which  are  indispensable 

ject  or  patient)  from  which  the  evidence  is  to  the  epitomised  representation  of  the  di»-> 

obtained.  ease  which  it  is    designed  to  exhibit  and 

As  a  record  of  cases  must  owe  a  conside-  preserve, 

nible  portion  of  its  value  to  the  readiness  But  wfaUe  this  observation  will  be  felt  by 

with  which  it  admits  of  reference,  the  plan  practitioners  as  conveying  the  real  troth,  it 

adopted  should  be  uniformly  adhered  to,  so  is  quite  necessary  to  remark,  lest  it  should 

that  the  arrangement  in  a  short  time  will  operate  disoouragingly  upon  your  exertional 

become  so  familiar  to  its  author  that  no  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  student  to  be 

time  can  be  felt  to  have  been  unprofitably  too  minute  and  circumstantial  (keeping,  of 

expended,  nor  any  trouble  experienced  in  course,  in  studious  atiictnesa,  within   the 

referring  to  any  former  case,  or  in  searching  limits  of  his  patieiice  and  umbHIwi)  In  tte 

for  any  individual  point  in  the  history  of  a  account  which  he  may  seek  to  draw  «p  of  a 

case,  to  elucidate  and  explain  a  question  of  case.    The  longer  the  duration  of  the  period 

doubt  or  difficulty  which  may  happen  to  be  during  which  the  mind  is  maintained  in  di* 

at  the  time  under  consideration.    The  book  rect  intercourse  with  external  phenomena* 

should  be  divided  into  eoiutmu,  each  headed  it  is  obvious  that  the  more  complete  and 

distinctly  and  briefly,  according  to  the  sub-  persistent  the  impress  whUh  it  receives, 

ject  to  which  it  is  devotad,  and  the  account  It  was  just  now  advised  to  premise  the 

of  the  case  should  always  be  marked  by  the  aooount  of  a  case  with  the  name  of  the  dis- 

name  of  the  disease  at  the  head,  according  ease.      It  is  easy  enough  to  a4iudge  cor- 

to  the  following  plan.    (See  next  page.)  rectly  the  nature  of  a  ease,  when  the  bone 

At  one  view  it  may  be  observed,  accord-  ba4  emerged  through  the  investing  musdee 

ing  to  this  system  of  registration,  that  each  and  integuments,  and  call  the  case  one  of 

case  in  all  its  particulars  is  planned  out  into  compound  fracture ;    but  there  are  other 

two    essentially    distinct    portions  ;    that^  instances  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  assign  a 

namely,  which  embraces  all  incidents  re-  name.    This  observation  renders  it  proper 

spective  of  the  patient's  previous  history ;  to  recur  to  the  particulara  of  the  plan  for 

that  also  of  his  family.     Tbis  head  likewise  taking  cases  whidi  has  just  been  proposed 

comprehends  the  remaining  drcumstanoes  for  your  consideration.     I  can  give  the  as- 

whidi  are  always  required  to  render  com-  surance  from  my  own  experience  that  when 

plete  the  preliminaries  of  the  case ;  name,  the  mind  is  habituated  to  a  uniform  system 

age,  employment,  &c. ;  the  causes,  actual  of   examining    cases,  each  step    into  the 

and  preitisposing,  tending  to  the  production  inquiry  becomes  suggestive   of   numerous 

of  the  existing  state ;  and  so  on  with  re-  collateral  considerations,  which  become  im- 

ference  to  numerous  other  particulars  which  portent  in  their  turn  in  the  assistance  whidk 

the  peculiar  nature  of  the  case  may  involve,  they  afford  to  the  mind  in  its  endeavours  ta 

The  second  portion  of  the  account  dates  from  unveil  the  truth  of  all  surrounding  fallades 

the  time  at  which  the  observer  was  sum-  and  obscurities. 

moned  to  attend  the  case.  It  is  at  this  Let  the  question  of  age  be  first  con- 
stage  that  accuracy,  descriptive  and  obser-  sidered.  Suppose  two  esses  to  happen 
vant,  should  mark  the  statements  recorded,  parallel  to  eadi  other  in  general  character. 
When  the  actual  observer  becomes  himself  A  child  receives  a  slight  injury  upon  the  head, 
the  historian  of  facts  and  phenomena,  what  just  enough  to  produce  the  symptoms  of  con- 
palliative  reasons  can  be  offered  in  extenua-  cmetion, — a  man  in  sound  health  receives  a 
tion  of  the  discredit  which  the  wrong  appre-  similar  injury,  and  proportionate  in  severity, 
dation  of  symptoms  and  appearances,  in  On  the  abstract  circumstance  of  age,  what 
gravely  attempting  the  histonod  delineation  prognosis  or  inference  should  be  formed  as 
of  disease,  would  justify  us  in  bringing  to  the  amount,  or  in  what  light  ought  the 
down  upon  his  reputation.  probabilities  of  the  two  cases  to  be  regarded  ? 

Under  the  head  of  **  pt ogress,"  particu-  rractical  experience  haa  proved  that  injuries 

lars  may  be  multiplied  and  accumulated  ac-  of  this  description  are  unquestionably  more 

cording  to  the  time  at  the  command  of  the  serious  in  the  case  of  the  child  than  that  of 

reporter,  or  the  singularity  or  importance  of  the  adult.     The  explanative  reasons  are, 

the  case.     But  it  is  here  desirable  to  state  that  in  the  child  the  standard  of  the  circulat- 

that  the  real  value  of  a  case  bears  any  other  ing  energies  is  higher ;  the  irritability  of  the 

than  a  direct  proportion  to  the  voluminous  nervous   centres   correspondingly   greater : 

minuteness  with  which  the  daify  changes  hence  the  proneness  to  hydrocephalus, 

and  phases  of  the  case  may  have  been  regis-  Suppose  two  other  comparative  iifstances. 

terecl.     The  numerous  diurnal  irregularities  The   osseous    system  becomes  the  seat  of 
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mollities,  or  aoftening.    One  case  hajqpeiu  in  important  whether  the  patient's  conatitntum 

a  child  of  two  or  three  years  old ;  the  other  belong  to  the  ganfftiine  in  its  peculiar  tern- 

in  an  adult  person.    In  which  example  dbea  perament,  or  to  the  phlegmatic.    In  regard 

the  disease  assume  the  gloomy  character  of  to  the  bilious  or  choleric,  nervous  and  me- 

fatality?    Hie  interesting  obsenrations  lately  landiolic,  the  same  obsenration  of  indiffe- 

published  by  Mr.  Solly  upon  this  subject  rence  might  be  made.     It  is  a  far  more 

have  informed  you  all,  that  in  the  child  the  useful  inquiry  to  determine  how  low  or  how 

disease  is  innocent  and  simple,  and  always  high  is  the  standard  of  the  system's  power, 

curable ;  in  the  adult  it  is  synonymous,  in-  To  indulge  in  a  little  politicid  imagery :  il 

deed,  with  certain  death.  were,  in  my  opinion,  a  higher  mark  of  good 

The  medullary  forms  of  cardnomata,  de-  sense  and  philosophy  in  the  surgeon  to 
generating  into  the  haematoid  fungus,  may  consider  in  preference  and  simply  the  means 
occur  to  the  childf  as  is  too  frequently  seen  of  agg^ression — ^the  tendency  on  the  part  of 
in  the  many  cases  which  are  brought  to  the  the  disease  or  injury,  and  the  means  of 
Ophthalmic  Hospital,  in  which  the  eye  has  resistance  or  defence  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
become  the  subject  of  the  disease  ;  while  the  stitution,  when  a  man's  brain  is  nncom- 
scirrhous  variety  of  malignant  disease  in  far  fortably  shaken,  or  leg  unpleasantly  broken, 
the  greatest  frequency  happens  in  persons  I  do  not  think  it  customary,  on  the  part  of 
whose  age  has  exceeded  forty.  Numerous  wise  surgeons,  to  give  way  to  much  anxiety 
additional  instances  might  be  given  in  proof  as  to  the  exact  tint  which  the  hair  and  akin 
of  the  real  diagnostic  importance  which  at-  represent,  or  what  the  description  of  hia 
laches  to  the  isolated  circumstance  of  age,  temper  may  be  ;  whether  the  one  is  white. 

Under  the  head  of  **  Rendence,"  more  or  black,  or  any  intermediate  shade ;  or  the 

especially  in  m^cb'ca/ cases,  considerations  of  other  sour  or  sweet:    no  very  important 

the  greatest  consequence  arise.    In  fact,  it  consideration  is  involved  as  regards  the  plan 

might,  without  the  slightest  over-rating  of  of  treatment  to  be  pursued, 

tru^,  be  declared,  that  the  whole  science  of  .  There    is,  however,  another  method  of 

pkgiical  gtography  becomes,  with  reference  elan{fying  objective  facts,  in  drawing  up  aa 

to  this  particular,  the  instructive  handmaid  historical  view  of  disease,  the  superior  va- 

of  medicine.  lue  of  which  I  have  oftentimes  experienced 

The  latitude  of  the  place  of  residence;  the  and  acknowledged.     Its  principles  consist  ha 

character  and  productions  of  the  soil ;   the  grouping  together  all  the  phenomena  which 

proximity  of  the  miasmatic  sources ;   the  are  referrible  for  their  cause  and  dependence 

chemical  character  of  the  water  which  the  to  the  some  ^«f«m  qforgant.    Certain  dis. 

locality  affords ;  the  contaminations  of  the  eases  are  distinguished  by  a  oertain  series  of 

atmosphere  by  any  neighbouring  malarial  symptoms,  which  advandng  physiology  has 

emanations ;    are  considerations  of  no  less  compelled  us  to  ascribe  to  the  nervoue  aye* 

scientific  interest  than  practical  value.  tern,  as  that  by  whose  agency  alone  they  can 

Under  the  subject  of  *'  Employment  or  be  produced.    Delirium  belongs  as  much  to 

Profession,"  the  mind  might  have  under  the  brain  exclusively  as  all  involuntary  mus* 

cursory  review  a  thousand  objects  of  greater  cular  action ;  and  all  involuntary  muscular 

OT  less  consequence  to  a  correct  system  of  relaxations  relate  to,  and  are  caused  by,  dis* 

examination.    There  are  diseases  the  cate-  ease  or  ii^ury  operating  upon  the  J;ptfUi/eortf. 

gory  of  which  is  numerous,  which  are  almost  In  concussion,  all  mental  phenomena  have 

peculiar  to  artisans  engaged  in  particular  lulled  almostentirely  into theprofoundest rest, 

occupations.  while  theagency  of  the  spinal systemoontinues 

Habite  qf  l\fe  snggesta  too  a  course  of  unabated  in  itopresidenoe  over  the  inleto  and 
inquiry  wldch  may  tend  to  develope  evi-  outleta  of  the  body :  the  sphincters  are 
deuce  of  the  most  useful  description  in  the  active  and  excitable.  But  in  the  still  pro- 
light  which  it  may  reflect  upon  the  character  founder  coma  of  compression,  the  pressure 
of  any  given  case.  Temperance  or  intemper*  of  the  effused  dot  or  depressed  bone  extends 
ance  in  eatingor  drinking  is  a  point  ftrequently  with  fatal  force  ito  counter-influence  to  the 
of  no  inferior  import  in  the  prognosis  to  be  region  of  the  spinal  system  \  and  in  addition 
formed.  There  are  forms  of  disease  to  which  to  the  depth  of  snoring  sleep,  into  which  all 
the  drunkard  is  liable,  and  from  which  the  cerebral  influence  is  plungd  in  the  general 
temperate  man  is  exempt.  A  slight  injury  wreck,  all  spinal  agency  beisomes  suspended, 
falls  with  disproportionate  severity  upon  the  Dr.  Hall,  by  the  exercise  of  the  most 
system  of  the  one,  and  quickly  extinguishes  extraordinary  inductive  acumen,  has  sue* 
its  energies ;  whUe  by  the  other  it  is  sus-  ceeded  in  amassing  on  the  simplest,  yet  the 
taioed  with  remarkable  impunity.  There  most  dear  and  systematic  prindples  of  das- 
would  be  no  impropriety  in  considering  under  sification,  the  various  morbid  phenomena 
this  division  the  subject  of  eotutitutional  which  belong  to  the  department  of  the 
agency.  It  is  remote  from  my  province  to  nervous  system.  To  his  valuable  works, 
enter  upon  a  discussion  of  this  unsatisfac-  therefore,  I  must  refer  yon. 
tory  topic.    To  the  surgeon  it  ia  not  very  In  all  diseases  a  oertain  number  of  cha- 
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racteristac  phenomeoa  equally  depend  upon  the  continent ;  but  as  it  agrees  with  the 

the  heart  and  circulating  system;   certain  opinion  of  Dr.  Prout,  and  with  careful  ob- 

others  upon  the    cutaneous  and    mucous  servations  made  by  myself  during  the*  last 

tracts.     Perhaps  these  are  less  pointed  and  ten  years,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  making  this 

definite  in  character  than  those  which  are  statement  to   you  as  correct.      Uric  acid 

caused  by  derangement  of  the  nervous  sys-  never  appears  in  a  deposit  free  from  colour ; 

tern.  it  is  certainly  sometimes  very  pale,  but  more 

According  to  the  principles  of  this  me^  generally  partakes  of  a  yellow  or  orange-red 

thod  of  examining  and  recording  cases,  the  hue ;  and  hence  the  terms  of  yellow  or  red 

systems  of  the  tngcera  may  be  also  collected  sand,  which  have  been  applied  to  such  se- 

into  separate  departments — as  the  respira-  diments.     On  collecting  auch  a  deposit,  and 

tory,  the  glandular,  the  hepatic,  the  urinary,  examining  it  under  a  moderate  magnifyiag 

the  genital,  and  uterine  systems,  and  per-  power,  you  will  be  struck  with  the  remark - 

haps  the  lymphatic.      The   principles   on  able  beauty  and  regularity  of  its  crystalline 

which  this  system  is  founded  are  unques-  form.     It  is  rare  to  find  the  acid  in  the  form 

tionably  the  most  philosophical.     But  re-  of  mere  striated  scales ;  in  the  great  majority 

collect  that  its  successful  adoption  presup-  of  cases  it  appears  perfectly  crystallised. 

poses  the  i^bssession    of  exact  knowledge  You  can  readily  discover  the  crystalline  form 

with  respect  to  the  anatomy  and  the  physio-  of  the  deposit  by  merely  placing  a  drop  of 

logy  of  the  systems  into  which  the  body  is  the  urine  containing  it,  under  the  microscope 

reducible.  furnished  with  a  good  half-inch  object-glass. 

From'  the  materials  thus  hastily  thrown  I,  however,  prefer  allowing  the  urine  to 
together  in  relation  to  this  mode  of  re-  repose  for  a  short  time  in  a  tall  vessel,  de- 
cording  and  exttminmg  cases  of  disease,  I  canting  the  greater  proportion  of  the  fluid, 
hope  your  natural  ingenuity  will  render  and  then  pouring  about  a  tea-spoonful  of  the 
easy  the  construction  of  a  tabular  form,  each  lower  turbid  layers  into  a  watch-glass,  gently 
column  being  headed  by  a  separate  system,  warming  it  to  dissolve  any  urate  of  ammonia 
by  which  the  labour  of  registration  may  be  that  might  be  present.  Remove  the  super- 
still  further  abbreviated.  natant  fluid  with  a  pipette,  and  replace  it 

— with  a  few  drops  of  water.     By  this  process 

LECTURBS  y^^  ^^  render  the  crystals  beautifully  dis- 
tinct, and  will  be  rewarded  for  the  trouble 

^^  "**  you  have  taken  by  the  extreme  facility  with 

PHYSICAL   AND  PATHOLOGICAL  which  the  crystals  can  be  examined,  when  the 

CHARACTERS  OF  URINARY  watch-glass  and  its  contents  are  submitted 

DEPOSITS  ^  ^^^  microscope.     In  this  way  you  will 

'  meet  with  crystsis  of  uric  acid  which  vary  a 

Delivered  at  Guy^a  Hospital,  Lon^tm,  good  deal  in  figure,  according  to  the  rapidity 

iiv  n>   n»*t«T«T» -R.^n  o^  t^^i'  deposition,  the    quantity  of   the 

ijv  UR.  uoLDiNO  uiBD.  colouring  matter  of  tiie  urine  they  contain 

in  combination,  and  probably,  also,  on  the 
LscTURB  III.  nature  of  the  agent  which  hiduced  their  pre- 
CfryatallineforTM  of  uric  depoHta-^lAebiff'g  cipitation.    Two  of  these  forms  can  be  ob- 
hypotheaia—ierioua    obfections    io^op-  tained  artificially,  by  filtering  a  warm  solution 
poaed  to  renau  qf  obeervation  in  diaeaae  of  urate  of  ammonia  mto  a  dilute  acid; 
— /ii>Afenee  qf  preeipitaHng  acida,  mat-  rhomboids  or  square  tables  being  precipitated 
ataimiUUUm,  checked  perspiration,    in  according  to  the  strength  of  the  solutions 
produeinff  deposits  qfuHe  acid,  employed.      The  most    frequent    form    of 
Having  pointed  out  to  you  the  general  crystal  presented  by  uric  add  is  some  modi- 
chemical  and  physical  properties    of    the  fication  of  the  rhomboid,  the  acute  angles 
urine,  and  explained  the  general  classification  becoming  sometimes  so  obtuse  as  to  cause 
of  deposits,   I   have  now  to  <»mplete  the  the  crystal  toTesemble  a  square  table  or  even 
chain  of  inquiry  we  commenced  at  our  last  a  cube.      You  can  either  examine   these 
meeting,  regarding    the    peculiarities  pre-  crystals  by  transmitted  or  reflected  light.    I 
sented  by  the  first  class  of  deposits,  especially  think  tho  latter  haff  some  advantages  over 
of  those  which  consist  chiefly  of  uric  acid  or  the  former.     To  examine  a  deposit  thus, 
ite  combinations.  place  between  the  stage  of  the  microscope 
When  uric  acid  occurs  in  the  form  of  a  and  the  watch-glass  containing  the  crystals 
visible  deposit,  it  invariably  presents  more  a  piece  of  black  velvet  or  cloth ;  by  means 
or  less  of  a  crystalline  character.     I  have  of  a  condensing  lens,  throw  a  strong  light  on 
never  met  with  it  in  the  form  of  an  amor-  the  crystals,  and  then  bring  the  object-glass 
phous  powder,  which  ita  combinations  with  in  proper  adjustment,  and  the  colour  as  well 
bases  are  so  remarkably  prone  to  assume,  as  figure  of  the  crystals  will  become  beauti- 
I   am   aware  this  is  exactly  the  reverse  of  fully  defined  on  a  black  ground, 
many  statementa  which  have  been  made  on  The  diagrams  before  you  represent  views 
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tbaa  Uken    of  wde  icid  deporils.      Here     Tallj  crlinden.  Mid  ret  yoa  will 
(fig.    I),  yon  haTB    tbe    rhomboidi    well    find  them  rolling  OTcreadi  atW.  maw* 
—       J  thrir  truncated  extramitiei;  to  fliit  how«tn 

ntraordiDuy  soch  >  fortn  niaj  apptar,  bb 
one  can  dotibt  ita  exiataice.  By  ilijiuf, 
the;  become  xery  opmqne,  uu)  Uwj  laaj 
eaiily  be  mutikBa  for  thick  rectangaJar 
tkblei. 

When  the  niine  from  wbkji  thoHi  i  ijiltli 


defineil,  eome  of  Ibem  prewnting  the  Inter- 
nal nurkingi  lo  frequently  ilaUe.  One  of 
then  thawi  ■  cnnoa*  nodilicitioD  of  fre- 
i|aent  accorrence,  tbe  obtnie  uigk*  bdng 
Toonded,  and  the  nurgio  of  the  cryitali  on 
either  ride  of  theie  being  eiciTated  lo  u  to 
reaembleiipindle.  Incawa where thedepo^t 
ii  chronic,  and  appeari  to  conititute  the 
chief  diieaae,  ■  regiiJar  quadrilateral  table  ii 
tbe  remit  (Bg.  2).     In  thew  in  interoal 

Fia.  2.  1 


line  ;  and  tbe  ilionibold  and  table,  unaed 
ai  it  wen  with  a  deoK  Kriea  tt  black  ^mn, 
are  generally  foimd  mixed  widi  KMne  lea 
defined  in  brm.  Elongated  tabtaa  tkaa 
ttriated  an  not  nnfraqnent :  tbcM  ne  dtho' 
free,  or  mart  freqoentljr  colketid  inls  VtOm 
bundle*,  arranged  al  diwtging  badcd 
(Og.  a.)  I  fed  indined  to  rrftr  tba  atriited 
•ppearance  of  theae  crTCtak  to  tbe  dbcte  nt 
«dpitating  add,  ai  It  may  be  arti- 


nal^ 


prodoced  by  tiw  additioa  at  a  ftw 


drop*  of  a  atrDiig  aoid  .  _ 
large  quantily  of  urate  of 

in  qnanniy  ntBdent  to  omatUBle  (ram. 
Lea*  oommon,  bat  >tiU  oca-     tbe  cryitala  will  dthar  preaent  Iba  caboad 
*  with,  eapedally  whv  oiied    lonn  (fig.  2),  or  the;  will  be  bn^  cal^amt 
with  antt  of  ammonia,  i»  a  itnarkable  Ibrm 
of  Mk  add  membUog  flattened  oylindert :  Pia,  i. 


theae  ba»e  been  deaeribed  and  figured  by    red  colour, ,  .,, 

M.  Vigkr,  and  I  have  irpealadly  met  with     ubiei  or  priinu,  arraued ...  u«.b 
tbetn.    It  b  diOenH  to  eooceira  tbaae  being    cnli,  or  etdlx  (fig.  6),  pre*calii« 
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much  more  than  ^ronld  be  profitable  to  you.  by  many  very  planalble  argnments,  inde- 
So  many  hypothetical  views  regarding  the  pendently  of  the  high  authority  of  their 
proximate  cauics  of  urinary  deposits  have  illustrious  author,  and  now  only  require  to 
been  promulgated  from  time  to  time,  that  a  have  their  accuracy   tested  by  experience 
volume  might  be  filled  with  them.     I  think,  before  their  being  generally  accepted. 
however,  it  will  save  time  to  begin  with  the  To  explain  the  occurrence  of  uric  acid,  or 
latest  theory  that  has  been  announced — the  urates  in  the  form  of  sediments  or  concre- 
now  well-known  one  of  Professor  Liebig.  tions,  Liebig   supposes  that,  when  by  the 
This  philosopher  admits  the  existence  of  effects  of  wear  and  tear  of  any  part  of  the 
a  vital  force,  a  vU  vita  in  the  animal  frame,  body,  as  by  exertion,  a  pprtion  of  any  tissue 
opposing  itself  to  the  chemical  changes  which  becomes  unfit  for  it&  functions,  its  elements, 
all  the  tissues  and  fluids  of  the  body  would  under  the  influence  of  the  oxygen  conveyed 
otherwise  undergo.      Thus,   blood  in  the  to  it  in  arterial  blood,  become  re-arranged, 
living  vessel,  and  a  muscle  in  a  living  healthy  and    ultimately   form    certain    ingredients, 
being,  may  remain  chemically  unchanged  for  among  which  uric  acid  is  the  most  important, 
an  indefinite  period ;    but  as  soon  as  life  This  1  have  more  fully  explained  in  my  first 
ceases,  the  fluid  and  the  solid  obey  the  ordi-  lecture.     We  have  now  to  follow  this  uric 
nary  laws  of  dead  animal  matter,  and  rapid  acid  a  step  further,  and  it  is  supposed  by  the 
putrefactive    decomposition    is  the  result,  author  of  these  views  that,  by  a  continued 
This  view,   I  need  hardly  tell  you,  has  no  action  of  the  oxygen,  more  or  less  of  this 
novelty ;  it  is  the  old  one  of  the  schools,  uric  acid  becomes  converted  into  urea,  a 
From  this  point  Liebig  set  out  with  the  highly  soluble  matter,  and  carbonic  acid ; 
opinion  "  that  the  oxygen  of  the  air  is  the  the  former  escaping   by  the   kidneys,   the 
proper  external  cause  of  the  waste  of  matter  latter  by  the  cutaneous  or  pulmonary  surfaces, 
in  the  animal  body ;   it  acts  like  a  force  Tbis  change  is  assumed  to  be  most  rapid  and 
which  disturbs  and  tends  to  destroy  the '  complete  where  respiration  is  most  perfect, 
manifestation  of  the  vital  force  at  every  mo-  and  consequently  most  oxygen  taken  into  the 
ment." — P.  223.     And  as  a  consequence  of  system.      Hence,   in  those  animals  whidi 
this  view,  whenever  a  man,  as  in  phthisis,  subsist  upon  azotised  food,  the  quantity  of 
dies  with  emaciation,  his  tissues  are  oxidized  nric  acid,  in  relation  to  the  urea,  which  ulti- 
at  the  expense  of  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  and  mately   appears  in   their  urine,   is  in   the 
thu9  he  literally  rusts  to  death.     To  prevent  inverse  ratio  of  the  rapidity  of  circulation, 
this  occurring,  either  the  vital  force  must  be  of  the  perfection  of  respiration,  and  conse- 
generated  in  sufficient*intensity  to  effectually  quently  of  the  heat  of  the  body.     Thus  the 
oppose  this  action  of  oxygen  on  living  tissues,  boa  constrictor  eats  an  enormous  meal  of 
or  some  substance  must  be  present  which,  animal    food ;    but    being  a  cold-blooded, 
opposing  a  less  amount  of  resistance  to  the  slowly  respiring  animal,  it  takes  in  too  little 
action  of  oxygen  than  an  organized  tissue,  oxygen  to  convert  the  uric  acid  evolved  by 
combines  with  it,  and  thus  shields  the  latter  the  secondary  or    destructive   assimilation 
from  the  influence  of  the  former.      The  of  its  tissues  into  urea ;  and  hence  its  semi- 
mucus  covering  the  air-passages,  and  the  solid  urine  consists  chiefly  of  bi-urate  of 
bile  in  the  intestines,  are  thus  supposed  to  ammonia,  without  a  trace  of  urea.     On  the 
be  the  conservative  agents  which  protect  other  hand,  the  lion  and  tiger,  equally  oar- 
the  tissues  imbued  with  them  from  destruc-  nivorous  as  the  serpent,  are  rapidly-respiringf 
tion  by  oxidation.     A  person  remains  in  warm-blooded  animals ;  and  hence,  although, 
health,  and  of  the  same  weight,  when  the  from  their  violent  muscular  exertions,  n^id 
vital  force  is  capable  of  exactly  opposing  any  and  great  absorption  of  their  tissues  must 
undue  oxidation  of  the  body  ;  whilst  if  it  be  necessarily  occur,  but  a  barely  appreciable 
incapable  of  effecting  this,  oxidation  occurs,  trace  of  uric  acid  occurs  in  the  urine ;  for 
In  those  parts  of  the  frame  not  directly  ex-  this  acid,  although  abundantly  generated  by 
posed  to  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  this  impor-  the  metamorphosis  of  their  tissues,  is  nearly 
tant  agent  is  conveyed  in  the  red  particles  of  entirely  converted  into  urea  on  account  c^ 
arterial  blood,  which  give  up  their  oxygen  to  the  free  supply  of  oxygen  by  the  perfect 
effect  the  destructive  metamorphosis  of  parts  respiration  of  these  animals.     If  the  lion 
not  sufficiently  protected    by  vital  force,  were,  like  man,  to  become  omnivorous,  and 
Hence,  whenever  the  circulation  is  accele-  to  partake  of  a  mixed  diet,  partly  animal 
rated,   as  in  fever,   a  greater  quantity  of  and  partly  vegetable,  the  ingredients  of  the 
oxygen  must  circulate  through  the  body  than  latter   kind  would  require,   for  their  oxi- 
in  health,  and  a  more  rapid  destruction  of  dation,   a  considerable  supply  of  oxygen, 
tissues  will  result.    This,  gentlemen,  is  a  and  thus  would  combine  with  a  portion  of 
brief,  and  I  believe  a. fair,  statement  of  such  that  which,  without  their  presence,  would 
of  the  views  of  Professor  Liebig  as  apply  to  act  on  the  uric  acid  to  form  urea.    Thus,  by 
the  subject  we  are  considering.     They  are,  shielding  the  acid  from  oxygen,  less  urea 
to  say  the  least,  extremely  ingenious,  and  would  appear  in  the  urine,  and  an  equivalent 
exceedingly  attractive ;  they  are  supported  proportion  of  nric  add  would  be  present. 
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And  in  this  manner  is  the  presence  of  uric 
acid  in  human  urine  explained  by  these 
views.  Consequently!  if  these  be  correct,  it 
is  obvious  that  the  imperfect  admission  of 
oxygen  to  the  tissues  must  be  a  cause  of  the 
excretion  of  wifi  acid  by  the  kidney ;  and  if 
its  quantity  be  considerable,  a  sediment, 
gravel,  and  ultimately,  in  all  probability,  a 
calculus,  must  result.  We  should  therefore 
expect  that  any  thing  which  prevents  the 
conversion  of  uric  acid  into  urea  would  pro- 
duce an  excess  of  the  former  in  the  urine ; 
and  from  this  reasoning,  an  imperfect  con- 
version of  venous  into  arterial  blood,  or,  in 
fact,  any  serious  interference  with  the  per- 
fection of  the  respiratory  process,  will  become 
a  cause  of  excess  of  uric  acid  in  the  urine. 
Conversely,  if  an  excess  of  oxygen  be  ad- 
mitted, then  all  the  uric  acid  ^rill  become 
converted  into  urea,  and  the  urine  wilt  re- 
semble that  of  the  lion  or  tiger,  to  which  I 
have  just  referred.  Hence  the  supporters  oi 
these  views  affirm  tiiat  a  deposit  of  uric  acid 
or  urate  of  ammoniais  **  very  rare  in  phthisi- 
cal patients,''  which  disease  is  regarded  by 
Professor  Liebig  as  a  case  of  excessive  oxi- 
dation of  the  tissues  of  the  body. 

The  correctness  of  these  hypothetical  views 
can  alone  be  determined  by  extended  expe- 
rience :  iogenioas  and  interesting  as  they 
are,  I  must  confess  myself  by  no  means 
satisfied  with  their  correctness.  I  feel, 
moreover,  that  our  treatment  of  calculous 
affections  will  become  so  modified  by  the 
hypothesis  I  have  to-day  explained  to  you. 


that  I  should  ill  perform  my  duty  as  your 
teacher,  did  I  not,  even  at  the  risk  of  be- 
coming tedious,  explain  to  you  on  what 
grounds  I  dissent  altogether  from  the  views 
of  Liebig. 

First,  then,  so  far  as  my  own  experience 
has  gone,  these  views  are  by  no  means  sup- 
ported by  the  results  of  clinical  observations, 
which,  after  all,  is  the  only  correct  test  of 
these  or  any  other  theories  bearing  on  our 
practice.  Not  to  place  any  weight  on  my 
own  experience,  I  will  point  out  to  your 
attention  the  results  of  the  most  patient  and 
accurate  series  of  observations  of  the  urine 
in  health  and  in  disease,  by  M.  Edmund 
Becquerel,  to  which  I  have  before  alluded. 
These  observations  were  made  in  the  great 
Parisian  Hospital,  and  in  many  instances, 
if  any  thing  were  required  to  give  confidence 
in  their  results,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
celebrated  Andral.  These  were  made  with 
no  view  of  supporting  any  pre-existing  hy- 
pothesis; and,  consequently,  are  more  en- 
titled to  our  respect  than  any  which  can 
emanate  from  a  partisan.  I  now  place  before 
you  the  result  of  a  very  few  of  M.  Becquerel's 
observations  on  urine  in  disease:  this  will 
give  you  at  a  glance  the  actual  quantity  of 
uric  add  and  urea  excreted  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  relation  they  bear  to  each 
other,  uric  acid  being  taken  as  unity.  I 
have  before  shown  you  that  the  mean  pro- 
portion of  uric  acid  and  urea  excreted  in  24 
hours  in  health  is,  respectively,  8*1  and  255 
grains,  being  in  the  ratio  of  I  to  30*37. 


■ 


Disease. 


Healthy  urine  (general  average) 

Chlorosis,  minimum  of  five  cases   . 

Chlorosis,  maximum  of  five  cases   . 

Pulmonary  emphysema,  with  extreme  dyspnoea 

Phthisical  disorganization  of  the  lungs,  copiouh  sweats 

Phthisis,  tubercles  softened   . 

Phthisis,  three  days  before  death 

Morbus  cordis,  with  jaundice 

Acute  hepatitis,  with  jaundice 

Jaundice      .... 

Milk  fever  .... 


Quantity  in  twenty- 
four  hours  of 


\ 


Uric  acid. 


Grains. 

8-1 

1-8 

6- 

4-9 

7- 

91 

9-8 

9.82 

11-18 

17  75 

19 


Urea. 


Proportion 

of  uric  acid 

to  urea. 


Grains 
255 
77-5 
172 
172 

6(1 

29 

73 

61 
285 
133 


1  :  30-37 
1  :43 
1  :  29 
1  :  35-1 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


7-33 
3 

7-6 
5-6 
161 
7-47 


The  results  of  M .  BecquereVs  observations, 
which  I  now  lay  before  you,  are  completely 
opposed  to  the  hypothesis  of  Prof.  Liebig. 

That  in  cases  of  anseroia,  the  quantity  of 
uric  acid  is  actually  diminished,  is  the  general 
result,  not  only  of  Becquerel's  experience, 
but  is  in  accordance  witii  every -day  obser- 
vation ;  whilst  in  all  cases  where  feverish 
excitement  exists,  an  excess  of  uric  acid 
ooeun.  In  the  table  just  placed  before  you, 
we  find,   in  five   cases    of   chlorosis,  the 


quantity  of  uric  add  secreted  in  twenty-four 
hours  varied  from  1  -8  to  6  grains,  the  healthy 
standard  being  8*1  grains.  Chlorosis  being 
a  disease  of  anaemia,  and,  necessarily,  oxy* 
genation  going  on  imperfectly,  there  ought, 
on  Liebig's  views,  to  be  an  excess  of  uric 
acid  and  deficiency  of  urea ;  yet  the  very 
reverse  really  occurs ;  for  whilst  a  minimum 
of  uric  add  is  eliminated  from  the  system, 
the  ratio  of  urea  to  uric  acid  dther  equals 
or  exceeds  the  healthy  proportion.     Again, 
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to  take  an  extreme  caie,  one  in  wliich  a  escape  imchanged ;  and  yet,  in  opposition  to 

person  is  suffering  extreme  dyspnoea  from  all  this  hypotibetical  reasoning,  this  acid  is 

pulmonary  emphysema :  here  an  imperfect  excreted  in  nearly  as  great  an  abundanee  as 

arterialization  of  the  blood  occurs,  whilst  in  serpents,  in  whom  the  very  opposite  con* 

the  livid  lips  and  cold  extremities,  so  frequent  dition  of  respiration  and  circulation  obtains : 

in  this  state  of  things,  all  point  out  the  im-  I  allude  to  birdSt  especially  to  the  camiTorous 

perfect  admission  of  oxygen  to  the  body ;  ones ;   the  semi  solid  urine  which  escapes 

consequently,  if  Liebig's  views  were  correct,  from  the  cloaca  of  the  jack -daw,  parrot,  and 

we  ought  to  tutve  an  abundant  discharge  of  many  other  birds,  containing  a  large  propor- 

nric  acid,  and  comparative  diminution  of  tion  of  urate  of  ammonia.   Nay,  so  large  is  the 

urea  $  and  yet  what  is  really  the  fact  ?    The  quantity  thus  produced  by  these  perfectly 

quantity  of  uric  acid  excreted  in  twenty-four  respiring  warm-blooded  animals,  that  many 

hours  is  nearly  one-half  of  that  which  is  islets  off  the  coast  of  South  America  are 

evolved  when    healthy  access    of   oxygen  covered  to  some  depth  with  impure  urate  of 

occurs,  and  the  proportion  of  urea  is  reaJSy  ammonia,  from  the  marine  birds,  which  are 

larger  than  in  health.  their  chief  inhabitants,    lliis  very  substance 

To  pass  to  the  next  dass  of  cases ;  those  constitutes   the   guano  or  kitanu  now  so 

in  which  it  is,  on  these  new  views,  supposed  largely  imported  into    this   country  as   a 

that  excessive  action  of  oxygen  occurs,  so  valuable  manure.    This  fact,   I   think,  is 

that  the  unhappy  victim  osidites  to  death,  sufficient  to  show  that  the  ready  admission 

I  allude  .to  phthisis,  in  which  littie  or  no  of  oxygen,  even  in  animals  whose  organs  of 

nric  add  should  be  present  in  tiie  urine,  as  respiration  is  most  perfect,  is  not  suffident 

all  would  be  converted  into  urea  from  the  to  prevent  the  excretion  of  uric  add,  and 

excessive  action  of  the  oxygen.   Here,  again,  that  liebig's  hypothesis  here  meets  with  a 

the  results  of  experience  are  precisely  the  most  serious,  and,  to  my  mind,  fatal  ob- 

reverse  of  what  M.  liebig  states  ought  to  jection. 

occur,  the  quantity    of    uric    add    being        This,  however,  is  ndther  the  time  nor 

almost  always  greater  than  in  health,  and  place  to  criticise  the  pathology  of  any  author; 

the  comparative  proportion  of  urea  reaching  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  direct  your 

a  minimum ;  the  ratio  of  uric  add  to  urea  attention  to  it  so  far  as  the  subject  under 

being,  in  two  cases  of  advanced  phthisis,  as  consideration  is  concerned.    Such  of  you  as 

1  to  3,  and  1  to  7*33,  instead  of  1  to  30*37,  wish  to  become  more  fully  acquainted  with 

the  healthy  proportion.  liebig's  ideas  respecting  the  production  of 

Lastiy,  in  cases  where,  from  the  presence  uric  acid,  I  would  rder  to  his  own  work,  or 

of  inflsimmatory  action,  a  more  complete  to  a  very  dever  exposition  of  his  views  by 

oxygenatienof  matter  capable  of  undergoing  his  friend  and  pupil  Dr.  Bence  Jones  (On 

this  change  ought  to  occur,  an   extreme  Gravel,  Calculus,  and  Gout,  1842). 
diminution  of  uric  add,  and  proportionate        It  is,  gentiemen,  a  much  easier  task  to 

increase  of  urea,  might  be  expected.    Here,  throw  down  an  hypothesis  than  to  build  up 

again,  the  very  reverse  is  met  with :  a  large  abetter  on  its  ruins.     I  think,  however,  that 

increase  of  uric  acid  invariably  takes  place,  by  carefully  drawing  inductions  firom  the 

and  a  comparative  diminution,  instead  of  results  of  accurate  observations,  we  shall  get 

increase,  of  urea.  somewhat  nearer  the  truth  than  we  shall  by 

Thus,  gentiemen,  it  is  evident  that  before  making  theories,  and  then  dove-tailing  our 

Liebig's  views  can  be  admitted,  the  results  facts  to  suit  them. 

of  the  observations  made  by  Becquerd  at        It '  has    been,   then,  observed  that  uric 

the  bed-side,  which  I  have  laid  before  you,  deposits  are  most  frequent  in  those  persons 

must  be  shown  to   be   utterly  worthless,  whose  progenitors  have  previously  suffered 

There  remains  yet  another  objection,  which  from  calculus  or  gout,  or  any  aiUment  in 

appears  to  me  to  be  a  serious  one,  to  the  which  a  tendency  to  an  excessive  production 

validity  of  Liebig's  position  regarding  the  of  uric  add  exists.     It  has  also  been  cor- 

effects  of  perfection  of  respiration  in  pre-  rectly  steted  by  Dr.  Prout,  as  the  result  of 

venting  deposito  of  uric  add.    It  is  true  that  his    accumulated    experience,  that  flabby, 

in  serpente,  whose  respiration  is  notoriously  strumous  people,  of  marked    sanguineous 

languid,  thdr  urine  is  solid  from  abundance  temperament  (hsmotrophy),  are  peculiarly 

of  uric  add ;  and  in  the  higher  carnivorous  subject  to  these  deposite.     Among  other 

mammalia  the  reverse  takes  place.      Yet  well-recognised  physiological  causes  I  may 

there  exists  a  lai*ge  dass  of  animals,   in  enumerate,    excessive    meals,    whether    of 

whom  respiration  is  most  perfect,   whose  animal    or    vegetable   food,  espedally  the 

animal  heat  is  superior  to  that  of  man,  and  former ;  exercise  used  so  soon  after  a  meal  as 

the  pulsations  of  whose  hearts  are  much  to  interfere  with  digestion ;    too  littie  exer- 

quicker ;   drcumstonces  which  demonstrate  i^ae  and  general  sedentaiy  habits,  so  as  to 

thefreeadmissionofoxygenintotheirsystems.  interfere  with  the  tone  of  the  functions  of 

In  these,  therefore,  no  uric  add  ought  to  Uie  body ;  the  use  of  saccharine  or  acescent 
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articles  of  food;   and,  lastly,  exposure  to  indeed,  be  proved  by  adminbtering  to  a 

ooldi  or  the  presence  of  any  cause  which  person  in   health  a  sufficient  quantity  of 

checks  the  cutaneous  transpiration.  some  acid  which  is  capable  of  escaping  the 

The  eircnmstances  thus  enumerated  have  converting  power  of  the  stomach — as  sul- 

been  so  repeatedly  observed  to  be  followed  phnric,  hydrochloric,  or  phosphoric.      In 

by  discharges  of  uric  acid  in  the  urine,  that  the  minority  of  cases,  this  will  be  followed 

no  doubt  can  for  one  moment  exist  as  to  by  the  appearance  of  crystalline  grains  of 

their  efficacy  in  producing  this  state.    A  uric  acid  in  the  urine.     Henoe  the  propriety 

single  glance  at  these  statements  will  at  onoe  of  prohibiting  the  use  of  adds  and  of  those 

shew  the  propriety  of  regarding  them  in  two  matters  which  may  generate  acids  in  the 

Soints  of  view :  1st,  as  affecting  the  soln-  stomach,  as  preparations  of  sugar,  in  per- 
ility  of  the  uric  add  naturally  present,  sons  predisposed  to  these  deposits.  That 
without  mfluencing  the  quantity ;  2dly,  as  the  state  of  cutaneous  transpiration  is  in- 
Increasing  the  quantity  generated.  fluenced  by  the  condition  of  the  stomach, 
Admitting,  what  I  concdve  scarcely  can  was  long  ago  proved  by  Seguin.  This 
admit  of  a  doubt,  that  uric  acid  exists  in  philosopher  shewed  that,  as  a  mean,  deven 
urine  in  combination  with  ammonia,  it  is  grains  of  matter  were  exhaled  from  the  cuta- 
obvious  that  if  any  change  takes  place  in  the  neous  surface  in  a  mmute.  He  also  proved 
system  which  can  remove  the  ammonia,  uric  that  exhalation  becomes  less  abundant  after 
add  must,  of  neeesdty,  occur  as  a  depont.  partaking  of  food,  and  is  sensibly  lessened 
Let  us,  then,  inquire  what  are  the  possible  when  digestion  is  imperfect.  Hence,  if  an 
sources  of  such  a  precipitating  agent.  First,  add  capable  of  acting  as  a  predpitant  of 
I  should  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact,  uric  add  be  one  of  the  products  of  cutaneous 
that  two  adds,  at  least,  have  been  proved  to  exhalation,  it  is  obvious  that  indigestion 
exist  in  the  body  in  a  firee  state,  the  lactic  may  be  an  indirect  cause  of  uric  add  deposits 
and  hydrochloric ;  of  these,  whilst  both  are  by  lessening  the  amount  of  matter  exhaled 
met  with  in  the  stomach,  the  former  is  ex-  from  the  sldn.  This  is  one  of  the  modes  in 
creted  at  the  cutaneous  surface.  In  health,  which  a  bulky  meal,  or  exercise  during  di- 
these  adds  are  necessary  ingredients  of  the  gestion,  enumerated  by  Dr.  Prout  among  the 
gastric  juice ;  and  in  disease  they  very  fre-  causes  of  these  deposits,  may  act. 
quently  increase  to  an  extraordinary  extent.  A  totally  different  and  very  ingenious 
^nds  has  been  placed  beyond  all  doubt  by  explanation  of  the  influence  of  suppressed 
the  researches  of  Dr.  Prout.  I  have  also  perspiration  in  producing  deposits  of  uric 
recorded*  cases  of  this  kind,  in  which  I  sub-  add,  has  been  given  by  the  zealous  and 
mitted  to  analysis  the  vomited  fluid.  In  talented  advocate  of  Liebig's  views,  to  whom 
one  case  of  sdrrhus  pylorus,  in  which  the  I  have  before  referred.  Dr.  Jones.  He  has 
patient  frequently  vomited  several  pints  of  supposed  that  when  perspiration  is  checked, 
fluid  in  the  course  of  24  hours,  I  found  in  the  lactic  add  usually  thus  evolved  is  retained 
each  pint  a  quantity  of  free  hydrochloric  in  the  circulation,  and,  by  the  affinity  of  its 
add  equal  to  22  grains  of  die  add  of  the  dements  for  oxygen,  combines  with  it ;  and 
Pharmacopoeia,  in  addition  to  a  suffident  thus  shidds  the  uric  add  generated  from  the 
proportion  of  some  organic  acid  to  neutralise  tissues  from  its  action, 
nearly  seven  grains  of  pure  potaasa.  At  The  other  causes  of  uric  add  deposits 
another  time  the  hydrochloric  add  nearly  which  we  have  to  consider  are  referable  to 
disappeared,  and  the  quantity  of  oiganic  whatever  produces  an  undue  formation  of 
add  existing  free  in  the  fluid  was  capable  of  this  add ;  so  that  the  total  quantity  pro- 
saturating  nearly  17  gprains  of  pure  potass.  duoed  is  greater  than  natural.  Dr.  Ftout 
As  we  are  thus  furnished  with  positive  has  supposed  that  mal-assimilated  axotised 
proof  that  a  large  quantity  of  free  add  fire-  ingests,  under  certdn  droumstanoes,  enter 
quently  is  generated  in  the  stomach,  it  is  the  circulation,  and  are  eliminated  by  the 
obvious  that  unless  it  be  got  rid  of  by  the  kidneys,  as  urate  of  ammonia — an  opinion 
process  of  assimilation,  or  evaporated  in  the  certainly  in  accordance  with  daily  experience, 
perspiration,  it  may  reach  the  kidneys,  and,  If  the  ill-digested  meal  is  composed  of  food 
by  combining  with  the  ammonia  of  the  urate,  rich  in  nitrogen,  as  meat  or  fish,  more  uric 
cause  the  predpitation  of  uric  add  in  a  free  add,  c«/«rt>  pariiut,  appears  in  the  urine 
state,  and  thus  become  a  primary  cause  of  than  if  highly  carbonised  ingredients,  as 
gravel.  And  it  is  a  finct  capable  of  verifica-  bread  or  potatoes,  had  been  taken  into  the 
tion  in  every  case  of  irritative  dyspepsia,  stomach.  This  is  wdl  shewn  by  the  fact 
that  deposits  of  free  uric  add  are  exceedingly  mentioned  by  a  late  writer  on  this  subject, 
common.  Thus,  then,  this  explanation  of  that  a  cup  of  strong  coffee  which  contains  a 
one  source  of  uric  add  deposits  is  not  crystallized  body,  caffein,  rich  in  nitrogen, 
an  unbased  hypothesis,  but  is  supported  will,  in  many  persons,  speedily  produce 
by  the   results    of   experience.     It   may,  a  discharge  of  urine  tubid  fh>m  the  presence 

• — • —  of  urate  of  ammonia.    I  need  hardly  remind 

•  Ubd.  Gaz.  1849,  pp.  995, 486.  you  that  this  fiwst  is  altogether  opposed  to 
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th«  iUuBtrioDS  chemist  to  whom  I  ham  bo  add  normally  eroWoil  at  the  ffoiface  of  ttie 

often  referred ;  but,  nerertheleeB,  the  truth  skin,  a  poeitiye  increased  quantity  of  this 

of  these  statements  is  unquestionable.  acid  may  be  generated,  in  the  attempt  to 

Another  very  important  series  of  causes  dislodge  from  the  system  those  ingredients 

influendng  the  presence  of  deposits  of  uric  rich  in  nitrogen  which  the  skin  is  incompe- 

add  or  urates,  are  found  in  cases  of  such  tent  to  excrete,  from  the  influence  of  some 

organic  or  functional  diseases  as  dther  inter-  cause  interfering  with  its  healthy  functions, 

fere  with  digestion  or  assimilation — as  in  I  would  throw  it  out,  as  a  mere  suggestioii 

affections  of  the  liver,  heart,  lungs,  or  sto-  for  further  inquiry,  whether  the  curious  fact 

mach.  of  animals  so  totally  opposed  in  the  rapidity 

An  idea  was  thrown  out  by  the  late  Dr.  of  circulation,  respiration,  and  animal  heat^ 

Marcet,  in  his  work  on  Calculous  Diseases,  as  birds  and  serpents,  eyolying  the  same 

that  interference  with  the  healthy  action  of  product  in  thdr  urine,  could  meet  with  a  pos- 

the  skin  might,  in  some  way,  account  for  sible  explanation  in  the  state  of  the  feathered 

calculous  deposits.  I  have  before  drawn  your  covering  of  the  one  and  the  scaly  covering  of 

attention  to  the  popular  notion  of  deposits  of  the  other  class,  being  such  as  to  predude 

urate  of  ammonia  being  indicative  of  the  any  amount  of  cutaneous  exhalation  ? 

existence  of  a  "  cold,"  and  have  pointed  out  

to  you  the  manner  in  which  a  predpitating 

add  maybe  conveyed  to  the  kidneys  when  ESSAYS  ON  THE  DISEASES 

the  function  of  the  skin  is  interfered  with.  or  thb 

But  it  is  quite  posdble  that  this  mal^Mjr.  hEAUT,  GREAT  VESSELS,  AND 

formance  of  the  cutaneous  function  may  ripriTT  attkp  pt  tti n 

really  positivdy  ucrease  the  quantity  of  uric  ClRCULATlNt*  FLUID. 

add  or  urea  excreted  by  the  urine ;    the  Br  R.  Willis,  M.D. 

former    apparently  being  most  frequently  Lecturer  on  the  Prindples  and  Practice  of  Medi- 

produced.  cine  in  the  AldersgateStreet  School  of  Medidne, 

You  will  recollect  that,  from  a  series  of  J**  Physician  to  the  Eoyal  InHmary  for  Chit- 

very  carefiil  experiments,  Seguin  determined  *^™' 

that,  on  an  average,  eleven  grains  of  matter  {For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.) 

were  exhaled  from  the  skin  in  a  minute.  [Continued  from  p.  653.1 

This  is  equal  to  15840  grains,  or  33  ounces,  • 

in  twenty-four  hours.     Hence  the  weight  of  obnebal  pathology  of  thb  rba&t. 

the  perspired  matter  is  little  inferior  to  that  ^  -  ,     . ,            ,  « 

of  the  urine.    Ansebnino  afterwards  made  Of  the  Abnormal  Sminde  of  the  Heart — 

this  matter  the  subject  of  examination,  and  Peculiar  Noises    which   replace  the 

found  that,  as  a  mean,  it  contained  '88  per  Natural  Sounds, 

Tit?!^^t:  ^^a^ ^^/  "1- '"""^  'f^  The  abnormal  sounds  recogniod  in 

«tract  contain.  22-9  grains  of  sahne  matter,  connexion  with  the  action  of  the  heart 

From  these  data  a  simple  calculation  in-  *'V"*f'^*>*y»*/»*«'"  «***'«*y •*"»*«»  fcu»  u«Mt, 

forms  us  that  m  every.tw^ty-four  hours  the  ^^  •"/'"*"* 't  ^^?  "''^.If*?  ^  *^«  ^^fiP°« 

matter  exhaled  from  the  skin  will  consUt  of  «•/.•  ^"®^ .  .      P     ,  within  one  or  other 

of  its  cavities,  or  they  are  produced  be- 

_                                           ,*^!?^I  tween  the  heart  and  its  containing  bag, 

Oijsanic  matter  .                .      10747  the  pericardium.     Intrinsic  abnormal 

baune  matter     .        .        •  _^°if2  sounds  are  spoken  of  under  the  generic 

Water  (and  carbonic  acid)   .  1570061  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  murmure ; 

15840-00  ^^^  these,  according  to  their  degree  and 
intensity,  pass  into  fiUng,  rasping^  and 

The  nature  of  this  organic  matter  is  but  sawing  murmurs,  and  in  some  rare  cases 

imperfectly  known ;    it  certainly  contains  where  they  acquire  a  shrill,  whistling, 

lactic  acid  with  some  highly  axotiaed  mat-  or  humming  character,   into  musical 

ters,  resembling  those  obtained  by  digesting  murmurs.    Extrinsic  abnormal  sounds 

muscular  tissue  m  water,  in  addition  to  a  ^re  comprised  under  the  common  head 

body  which.  If  not  urea,  appears  to  me  of  friction  murmurs. 

IT.^  u  iStT^**  t     •     *l    '    r^T^  B/omngmurmurs(ihuitdeSouffle,¥x.) 

positively  detected  urea  in  the  sweat  of  a  mv       •'        •         >  .,      v     *.  j  c    •.^'    ^ 

horse.     If,  then,  the  action  of  the  skin  ""The  name  here  is  the  best  definition 

becomes  checked,  all  or  part  of  the  107.47  ^^  *^^  «^"?^»  J'^lf  ^  ^^^^^^  '*^^  ^ 

grains  of  organic  mattcrmust  beretained,  and,  ^^^  natural  to  the  heart     They  are  such 

being  highly  azotised,  will,  in  all  probability,  ^  ^^7  ^e  produced  by  closmg  the  lips 

evolve  from  the  system  by  the  kidneys  in  in  diflerent  degrees,  and  blowing  orin- 

the  form  of  uric  acid  or  urate  of  ammonia.  Spiring  through  them  with  different  de- 

In  this  manner,  in  addition  to  the  preci-  ^ees  of  intensity.     Blowing  murmurs, 

pitation  of  uric  acid  by  the  effects  of  the  indeed,  are  obseryed  of  every  shade  of 
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difitinctness ;  in  one  case  they  resemble  females  affected  with  disease  of  the 
the  softest  inspiration  that  can  be  made;  heart,  where  contraction  and  ossifi- 
inanothertbeyhave  the  louder, rougher,  cation  of  the  orifices  of  the  organ 
character  of  tfie  sharp  puff  employed  in  were  found  in  the  proportion  of  one 
blowing  out  a  light.  They  are  also  heard  half,  he  had  not  been  able  to  dis- 
over  very  different  extents  of  the  thoracic  tinguish  blowing  or  rasping  murmurs 
parietes :  sometimes  limited  to  a  very  above  once  in  twenty  cases."  M.  Bouil- 
small  space  immediately  over  the  seat  of  laud,  in  comn;ienting  on  this  sentence, 
one  or  other  of  the  orifices  of  the  heart;  on  the  contrary,  declares  that  "  he 
in  other  instances  they  can  be  hedrd  at  has  no  idea  of  being  guilty  of  exae- 
once  as  low  as  the  seat  of  the  apex,  or  geration,  when  he  says  that  in  upwaros 
even  lower,  and  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  of  two  hundred  cases  of  contraction  of 
sternum,  and  for  various  distances  along  the  cardiac  orifices,  accompanied  with 
the  course  of  the  great  arteries  of  the  induration  of  the  valves,  save  in  two  or 
head  and  extremities.  Blowing  mur-  three  instances,  in  which  auscultation 
murs  are  heard  in  the  great  majority  of  was  not  perhaps  instituted  with  all 
instances  instead  of  the  first  sound:  they  necessary  care,  he  had  not  only  disco- 
have  different  lengths  in  different  cases;  yered  blowing  murmurs  himself,  but 
here  they  are  short  and  abrupt ;  there  given  numerous  pupils  the  opportunity 
so  much  protracted  as  to  extend  over  of  hearing  them.'' 
the  interval  occupied  by  the  lesser  si-  In  (questions  of  this  kind,  and  where 
lence  and  the  second  sound,  which  they  opposite  opinions  are  espoused  and  de- 
then  obscure.  They  occur  singly  or  fended  by  men  of  intelligence  and 
double  in  the  course  of  a  beat,  ana  are  probity,  there  is  generally  right  and 
eitherconstantorintermittent  Blowing  reason  in  greater  or  less  degree  on  both 
murmurs  are  by  far  the  most  common  sides.  So  it  is  with  reference  to  the 
of  all  the  abnormal  sounds  of  the  heart,  blowing  murmurs  of  the  heart.    They 

Filing,  sawing,  and  rasping  murmurs  are  not  in  every  instance  indubitable 

are  but  exaggerations  of  the  softer  blow-  evidence  of  organic  disease  of  the  heart; 

in^  or  bellows  murmur ;  they  may  be  they  occur  without  contraction  of  the 

imitated  very  closely  by  reiterating  the  cardiac  orifices,  and  without  induration 

letters  S  and  R  with  varying  degrees  of  and  insufficiency  of  the  valves ;  so  alsoin 

force :  S,  s,  s,  s ;  or,  R,  r,  r,  r.  a  few  rare  instances  contractions  of  the 

The  explanations  which  have  been  orifices  have  been  met  with  in  which 

S'ven  of  tnese  abnormal  murmurs  by  no  blowing  murmurs  had  been  dis- 
fierent  observers,  differ  widely  from  covered  during  life.  With  a  <o/)  blow- 
one  another.  Laennec,  strange  to  say,  ing  or  bellows  murmur  we  shall  gene- 
was  strongly  inclined  to  maint&in  that  rafiy  do  well  to  pause  before  pronounc- 
ihey  were  not  connected  with  any  or-  ing  definitively  on  the  presence  or  ab- 
ganic  lesion  of  the  heart  or  arteries,  but  sence  of  organic  disease ;  with  a  harsh 
were  the  effect  of  simple  spasm,  or  of  rasping  or  sawiuff  murmur  there  is 
some  disturbance  of  the  innervation  of  selaom  room  for  hesitation — 49  times 
the  central  organ  of  the  circulation,  in  50  it  occurs  along  with  alteration 
Almost  at  the  same  moment,  however,  about  an  orifice  or  a  valve.  The  sole 
he  speaks  of  the  hruii  de  soufflei  as  essential  condition  to  the  development 
almost  invariably  accompanying  aeon-  of  the  blowing  murmur  is  vibration  set 
iracted  state  of  one  or  other  of  the  up  in  the  column  of  circulating  fluid  as 
orifices  of  the  heart.  In  his  attach-  it  is  entering,  passing  through,  or  quitt- 
ment,  to  abstract  vitalism,  Laennec  is  ing  the  heart ;  and  as  the  mechanism 
here  seen  obviously  neglecting  for  a  by  which  vibrations  are  set  up,  and  the 
moment  the  dictates  of  experience,  conditions  that  favour  their  establish-'- 
which  both  in  his  own  day,  and  in^  ment,  are  now  satisfactorily  ascertained, 
thousands  of  instances  since  tnen,  have'  we  are  not  often,  at  the  present  time, 
demonstrated  the  intimate  connexion  much  puzzled  to  assi^  its  proper  value 
of  blowing  murmurs  with  or^nic  as  a  aiagnostic  indication  to  anyab- 
changes  al^ut  the  ventricular  onfices  normal  murmur  about  the  heart. 
of  the  heart.  Nevertheless,  Laennec  There  can  be  no  question  but  that  in 
does  not  stand  alone  in  his  interpreta-  the  immense  majority  of  instances 
tion  of  tl»s  blowing  murmur.'  Soaccu-  blowing  murmurs  of  one  degree  of 
rate  and  practised  an  observer  as  intensity  or  another  occur  in  cases  of 
M.  Piorry  lias  stated  that  among  sixty  contraction  of  the  aortic  orifice ;  the 
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T^lves  which  guard  (his  orifice  need  bera«  The  progress  of  fluids  through 
not  necessarily  be  diseased,  or  inade-  tubes  of  every  description,  however 
quale  to  their  office  of  preventing  smooth  their  surface,  is  retarded  by 
regurgitation  into  the  ventricle.  It  friction  against  their  interior,  and  the 
is  the  same  with  reference  to  the  retardation  is  greatl)r  increased  by  all 
pulmonic-arterial  orifice ;  with  this  projections,  irregularities,  and  sudden 
understanding,  that  as  all  diseases  of  oendingjs.  Wherever  there  is  friction, 
the  right  side  of  the  heart  are  in  a  vast  there  vibration  also  occurs,  and  the 
proportion  rarer  than  those  of  the  left  friction  and  vibration  have  only  to  be 
side,  so  implication  of  the  pulmonic  increased  to  a  certain  amount  to 
orifice  is  but  seldom  the  cause  of  bel-  become  appreciable  by  the  senses, 
lows  or  rasping  murmurs.  A^ain,  Any  roughness  about  an  orifice  or 
blowing  murmurs  are  almost  invariably  a  valve,  any  contraction  of  an  orifice^ 
encountered  along  with  alterations  of  any  imperfection  or  insufficiency  of  a 
the  valves,  as  wnen  their  surface  is  valve,  must,  therefore,  at  once  be  seen 
roughened,  covered  with  excrescences,  as  a  cause  adequate  to  increase  in  an 
occupiei  by  depositions  of  cartilaginous,  especial  manner  the  friction  and  vibra* 
atheromatous,  or  bony  matter,  and  tion  of  the  column  of  fluid  that  is  pass- 
when  they  are  simply  thickened  and  ing  over  them,  and  these  consequently 
deformed,  without  being  thereby  ren-  are  now  admitted  on  all  hands  as  the 
dered  unfit  to  discharge  their  oiEce  of  most  efficient  of  all  the  sources  of  the 
guarding  the  orifice  to  wliich  they  preternatural  blowing,  or  bellows  and 
belong,  and  without  that  orifice  being  rasping  murmurs,  that  £o  constantly  ac- 
narrowed  in  any  appreciable  degree,  company  disease  of  the  heart. 
Further,  blowing  murmurs  generally  But  it  must  still  be  admitted  that 
accompany  simple  i  sufficiency  of  the  the  action  of  the  heart  becoming  tin* 
valvular  apparatus  situated  at  one  of  w*Mtf//y  aim/)/ under an>y  circumstances, 
the  orifices  of  the  heart:  the  valves  is  adeouate  to  excite  vibrations  in  the 
may  have  contracted  adhesions  with  fluid  which  it  is  propelling,  and  so  to 
the  neighbouring  wall  of  the  heart  or  induce  blowing  murmurs  of  various 
artery,  or  thejr  may  have  shrunk  and  degrees  of  intensity.  The  tension  of  the 
become  atrophied,  or  the  orifice  where  arteries  being  diminished  under  any  cir- 
they  are  placed  may  have  become  en-  cumstance  would  also  seem  adequate  to 
larged.  Still  further,  blowing  murmurs  induce  the  same  state  of  things,  and  to 
are  frequently  heard  in  connexion  with  be  followed  by  the  same  phenomena, 
simple  hypertrophy  of  the  ventricles,  The  circulating  fluid  becoming  attenu" 
and  independently  of  valvular  disease,  ated  at  anv  time,  especially  in  con- 
Murmurs,  absent  at  other  times,  ge-  nexion  with  the  other  circumstances  in 
nerally  occur  during  the  attacks  of  which  such  a  condition  takes  place,  is 
palpitation  to  which  patients  aflected  rendered  liable  to  be  thrown  into  vibra- 
witn  hypertrophy  are  subject.    It  is  tions,  and  its  passage  through  the  heart 

gossible  that  the  violent  action  of  the  is  then  proclaimed  by  blowing,  and 

eart  then  either  forces  the  auriculo-  even  bv  rougher  filing  murmurs.    The 

ventricular  valves,  or    that    the  aug-  same  thing  must  be  said  of  great  losses 

mented  power  is  suffioient  to  induce  vi-  of  bloody  which  have  the  enect  of  ren- 

bration  in  the  column  of  blood  thrown  dering  the  action  of  the  heart  abrupt, 

ipto  the  aorta  as  it  is  passing  over  the  of  diminishing  the  tension  of  the  arteries, 

fiJight  natural  inequalities  at  tne  root  of  and  very  speedily  of  inducing  an  at- 

that  vessel.    Finally,  and  it  is  of  signal  tenuated  state  of  the  circulating  fluid, 

consequence  to  note  the  fact,  blowing  each  a  condition  of  itself  adequate  to 

01  bellows  murmurs  are  frequently  ob-  excite  sonorous  vibrations  in  the  blood, 

served  among  chlorotic  and  cenemic  in-  In  the  course  of  physiological  experi* 

dividuals,  as  also  among  subjects  who  Inents  it  has  been  oistmctly  ascertained 

have  been  reduced  by  accidental  hiemor-  tliat  an  obstacle  which    produces  no 

rh^ge,  or  the  free  use  of  the  lancet.  perceptible  vibration  or  murmur,  when 

It  has  been  stated  incidentally  that  water  thickened  with  gum  or  sugar 

the  essential  condition  to  the  develop-  is  transmitted  through  a  tube,  is  com* 

ment  of  blowing  murmurs  was  vibra^  petent  to  excite  botn  vibrations  and 

tion  set  up  in  the  column  of  circulating  sounds  that  are  distinctly  appreciable 

fluid  as  it  is  entering,  traversing,  or  by  the  senses  when  the  fluid  forced 

quitting  the  heart,  or  one  of  its  cham-  through  the  tube  is  pure  water.    It  is 
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b^r  no  means  uncommon  to  discover  a  other  instances  the  continuous  tniirmur 
Ikint  whiff,  or  stronger  puff,  or  bellows  here  referred  to  by  Laennec  possesses  a 
murmur,  about  the  pnecordial  region  humming  chiracter  like  the  tone  pro- 
of delicate  persons,  youthful  in  age,  of  duced  by  the  French-top.  This  is  the 
susceptible  or  nervous  temperament,  sound  which  is  spoken  of  by  French 
and  who  may,  or  may  not,  have  been  writers  under  the  name  of  *  bruit  de 
subject  to  occasional  nervous  palpita-  diable,'  a  toy  or  play-thing,  which 
tion,  to  bleeding  from  the  nose,  and  makes  a  humming  noise  when  spun, 
perchance  to  slight  hysteria.  Here  and  which  some  of  our  literal  transla- 
tfaere  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  blood  tors  have  rendered  by  the  words  'sound 
is  less  dense  than  proper,  and  that  the  of  the  devil !'  Laennec,  and  the  gene- 
vessels  are  not  duly  distended  :  that  the  rality  of  writers,  those  of  France  up  to 
action  of  the  heart  is  abrupt  and  jerk-  the  present  hour,  have  ascribed  the 
ine,  under  such  circumstances,  is  gene-  continuous  or  humming  musical  mur- 
Tally  distinctly  perceptible.  mur  to  the  arteries  and  to  the  heart 
What  has  been  designated  as  the  We  have  already  seen  to  what  the  oc- 
musical  murmHr  of  the  heart  would  currence  of  the  piercing  blowing  mur- 
appear  to  be  but  the  rasping  or  sawing  mur  was  due  when  it  occurs  m  the 
sound  with  its  highest  degree  of  acute-  heart,  and  simultaneously  with  the 
ness:  it  has  in  different  instances  the  char  sjfstole  of  the  vqptricles.  The  con- 
racter  of  the  cooing  of  the  turtle,  or  the  tinuous  musical  murmur  has  a  veiy 
cry  of  the  quail,  or  it  is  a  shrill  whistle ;  different  signification,  inasmuch  as  it 
it  is  in  fact  a  true  sibilus^  in  the  sense  would  appear  not  to  be  connected  with 
ra  which  this  word  is  used  in  connexion  the  heart  at  all. 
with  affections  of  the  bronchial  tubes.  It  was  so  late  as  the  year  1837,  that 
This  exaggerated  blowing  murmur  Dr.  Ogier  Ward,  of  Birmingham,  showed 
never  occurs  save  alone  with  other  une-  for  the  first  time  that  the  continuous 

Suivocal  indications  of  serious  organic  musical  murmur  was  neither  referrible 
isease  of  the  heart.  It  generally  de-  to  the  action  of  the  heart  nor  to 
pends  immediately  on  contraction  of  any  pathological  or  peculiar  state  of 
the  aortic  orifice,  accompanied  in  the  the  arteries,  but  was  due,  as  he  con- 
majority  of  instances  with  Cartilaginous,  ceived,  to  some  obstruction  in  the  veins, 
atheromatous,  or  bony  deposition  into  to  the  existence  ofsome  cause  calculated 
the  substance  of  the  semilunar  valves,  partially  to  interrupt,  and  so  to  throw  the 
The  musical  murmur  of  the  heart  is  current  in  the  interior  of  these  vessels 
always  an  interrupted  murmur,  and  into  a  state  of  vibration.  This  is  the 
systolic  in  its  tune.  interpretation  now  generally  admitted 
There  is  another  kind  of  murmur  or  in  England,  of  the  seat  and  mode  of 
sound,  which  reauires  particular  indi-  production  of  the  murmur  in  question^ 
cation,  and  which,  although  not  con-  although  it  is  not  even  hinted  at  in  the 
nccted  with  the  heart  immediately,  latest  works  of  highest  character  and 
may  still  with  perfect  propriety  be  authority,  published  on  the  Continent.* 
spoken  of  in  this  place.  The  murmur  The  pi  tch  of  the  musical  murmurhcard 
now  alluded  to  differs  from  all  those  in  veins  is  always  much  lower  than 
that  have  hitherto  been  mentioned,  in  any  that  occurs  in  arteries ;  the  pitch  of 
being  continuous,  and  not  interrupted  arterial  murmurs,  as  Dr.  Hope  has  well 
like  them.  This  particular  n^urmur  observed,  maybe  generally  represented 
has  different  characters  in  different  by  the  whispered  letter  K;  that  of  the 
cases.  It  is  sometimes  described  as  the  veins,  on  the  contrary,  is  as  low  as  the 
eontiunout  murmur,  without  other  word frAo,pronouuce((continuously with 
qualification ;  and  again  it  is  referred  to  a  humming  sound.  We  occasionally  ob- 
as  the  continuous  musical,  or  simply  serve  the  continuous  humming  or  proper 
the  iMTuricd/ murmur.  Laennec,  in  speak-  venous  murmur  to  be  augmented 
ing  of  this  murmur,  expresses  himself  at  the  moment  of  each  systole  of  the 
thus :  *'  In  verv  rare  cases  the  bellows 


heard  ^  hen  the  eariS  applied  to  ttte     information   as  1  rewrite  theue  Eaaays,  from 
moUlh  of  a  large  univalve  shell."     In     notes  made  aome  yean  as^o. 
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heart  or  beat  of  the  pulse^      These  nexion  with  the  continuous  huniining 

augmentations  are  generally  nothing  murmur  of  veins.     This   continuous 

more    than   the    addition   of  an    ar-  musical  murmur  is  often  of  considera- 

terial  whiff  to  the  venous  murmur.  hie  value  in  g^ndine  us  in  our  dia^- 

The  most  frequent  immediate  cause  nosis,  and,  as  may  be  imagined,  is  in 

of  the  kind  of  murmur  under  consi-  itself  of  no  serious  import, 

deration  would  appear  to  be  compres-  • 

sion  of  the  veins ;  continuous  murmurs  Dr.  Hope  has  analysed  most  success- 
are  very  certainly  sometimes  the  effect  fully,  and  written  most  lucidly,  on  the 
of  the  pressure  of  the  stethoscope  at  import  and  diagnosis  of  the  various 
the  moment  of  observation ;  they  may  abnormal  murmurs  of  the  heart.  '  Fol- 
almost  invariably  be  produced  at  will  lowing  his  excellent  precepts,  it  is  by 
in  the  most  healthy  individual,  by  ap-  no  means  difficult  to  assign  their  pre- 
plying  the  stethoscope  more  or  less  cise  seats  to  every  one  of  these  en- 
firmly  over  the  great  venous  trunks  at  countered  in  practice,  in  the  same  way 
the  lower  part  of  the  neck.  Where  as  we  are  enabled  from  its  character, 
the  murmur  already  exists,  gradually  in  the  generality  of  instances,  to  indi- 
increased  pressure  with  the  ed^e  of  cate  the  nature  of  its  cause.  As  a  ge- 
the  stethoscope  applied  over  the  inter-  neral  rule,  murmurs  depending  on  im- 
nal  jugular  vein  raises  the  sound  by  plication  of  the  semilunar  valves  are 
degrees  to  a  very  cdbsiderable  pitch  of  best  heard  immediately  over  these 
intensity,  and  occasionally  gives  it  a  valves,  viz.  on  the  sternum  opposite  the 
character  of  great  oomplexitv,  the  loud  inferior  mai|;in  of  the  third  nb,  when 
continuous  humming  tone  being  min-  the  patient  is  laid  horizontally ;  a  little 
gled  with  other  whistling  and  cooing  lower  when  he  is  erect,  and  thence  for 
sounds,  wliich  are  undoubtedly  due  to  about  two  inches  upwards  along  the 
the  compression  of  more  veins  than  courses  of  the  aorta  and  pulmonary 
one,  ana  the  transmission  to  the  ear  artery  respectively.  A  distinct  mur- 
of  the  sounds  elicited  from  each.  Com-  mur  heard  high  in  the  sternum,  and 
pression  of  the  veins,  however,  is  by  in  the  track  of  the  aorta,  proceeds  from 
no  means  the  only  cause  of  the  conti-  implication  of  the  aortic  orifice  or  sig- 
nuous  -musical  murmur ;  it  is  enough  moid  valves;  a  murmur  heard  high  up, 
that  the  veins  be  insufficiently  filled,  in  the  /rack  of  the  pulmonary  artery, 
and  that  the  blood  they  contain  be  of  not  extending  into  the  carotids  or  sub- 
a  dilute  and  watery  nature,  to  have  it  clavians,  a|;ain,  must  be  held  to  proceed 
falling  into  vibratory  motions  that  be-  from  afi^ction  of  the  pulmo-arterial  ori- 
come  sensible  to  the  ear  as  musical  tones,  fice  and  sigmoid  valves;  this  murmur 

Continuous    musical    murmurs    of  is  also  heard  lower  down,  along  the  sur- 

veins    are    very    generally    perceived  face  of  the  ric^ht  ventricle,  than  aortic 

in  the  same  class  of  persons  as  those  murmurs.    Mitral  and  tricuspid  mur- 

already     indicated    as    the    subjects  murs,  in  the  same  way,  are  perceived 

of  blowing  murmurs  of  the  heart  un-  with  their  highest  dcCTees  of  intensity 

connected  with  or^nic  disease — per-  over  and  downwards  from  the  seat  of 

sons  whose  blood  is  not  (mly  below  these  valves,  i.  e.  between  the  fourth 

par  in  point  of  quantity,  but  also  below  and  fifth  ribs,  and  a  little  to  the  outside 

Ear  in  point  of  quality — persons  whose  of  the  nipple  in  the  male, 

lood  is  thinner  and  more  watery,  and  ^^    .      -, 

whose  vessels  are  more  flaccid  than  ^f  '*'  Murmurs  connected  with  the 

those  of  robust  individuals  consuming  Aortic    and  Pulmonic  Orifices  and 

and  assimilating  adequate  quantities  of  ^iffniotd  Valves  in  particular. 

nutritious  food.     Instead  of  bleedine  These  murmurs  take  place  at  two 

generally  and  locally,  therefore,  and  different  periods  in  the  beat  of  the 

insisting  upon  a  rigorous  abstinence  heart— along  with  the  systole,  or  along 

and  absolute  quiescence,  as  we  so  com-  with  the  diastole  of  the  ventricles^ 

monly  do  when  we  have  to  deal  with  they  are  therefore  either  systolic  and 

murmurs  depending  on  organic  diseases  direct,  to  use  the  language  of  Dr.  Hope, 

of  the  heart,  we  constantly  see  the  pro-  or  diastolic  and  indirect.    When  they 

pne^  of  recommending  a  plentiful  sup-  sxe  systolic,  they  accompany  alteratioa 

ply  ofgoodfood,some  wine  or  malt  liquor,  of  every  kind  and  degree  in  the  aortic 

tonic  medicines,  and  exercise  in  the  and  pulmonic  orifices  and  their  respec- 

open  air,  as  means  of  cure  in  con-  tive  valves.      OsseouSp   Bteatomatoiu 
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and  other  kinds  of  disease  and  asperity  attention  of  pathologists  to  this  class  of 

of  the  great  arterial  trunks  themselves,  murmurs  in  an  interesting  paper  (Ar- 

also  induce  every  variety  of  blowine  chives  G6n.de  M^d.  Jan.  1843.)     In  the 

and  sawing  murmur,  of  the  loudest  and  course  of  the  past  year  he  had  met  with 

harshest  description.  no  fewer  than  five  cases  of  murmur 

When  the   murmurs   are  diattoHc^  preceding  the  first  sound,  and  possess- 

they  are  in  the  freat  majority  of  in-  vag  characters  which  left  no  doubt  of 

stances  connected  with  regurgitation  its  nature.     A  young  man  of  25,  for 

through  the  sigmoid  valves,  and  accom-  example,  was  admitted  into  the  Ildtel- 

pany  every  pathological  state  which  is  Dieu  affected  with  articular  rheuma- 

suflicient  to  prevent  the  perfect  action  tism.     In  the  prscordial  region,  be- 

of  these  valves — disease  of  the  valves  sides  a  strong  impulse  and  considerable 

themselves,  or  simple  enlargement  of  dulness,  a  loud  rasping  murmur  was 

the  arterial  orifices,  the  valves  being  observed    preceding  the  first    sound, 

healthy,  but  of   course  incapable   of  and  having  its  maximum  of  intensity 

closing  them.    The  diastolic  or  regur-  at  the  apex  of  the  heart,  and  to  the 

gitative  murmur  proceeding  from  im-  left,    llie  patient  by  and  by  left  the 

perfection  of  the  aortic  and  pulmonic  hospital,  having   recovered  from  his 

arterial  valves  is  usually  of  the  soft  rheumatism.     In  three  other  cases  the 

blowing  or  bellows  kind.     It  is  always  same  phenomenon,  slightly  modified, 

weak  when  compared  with  the  systolic  was  noted ;  and  the  patients  who  were 

murmur  connected  with  the  patholo-  the  subject  of  observation  here  having 

gical  states   already  indicatea;    it  is  died  from  the  progress  of  the  heart 

generally  prolone^d,  and  has  *'  a  suck-  disease    under  which  they  laboured, 

ukg  or  aspiring  cnaracter.*'  contraction  of  the  left  auriculo-ventri- 

Both  systolic  and  diastolic  murmurs,  cnlar  orifice  was  found  after  dtoth  in 

from  disease  and  imperfection  of  the  all.    In  one  of  the  cases  the  contrac- 

aortic  sigmoid    valves,  are  frequent;  tion  admitted  the  point  of  the  fore- 

they  are  comparatively  rare  in  con-  finger ;  in  one  it  would  barely  take  in 

nexion  with  disease  or  imperfection  of  the  point  of  the  little  finger.    In  three 

the  pulmonic  sigmoid  valves ;  in  other  of  tne  cases  the  valves  closed  the  aper- 

words,    diseased  states  of  the  valves  ture  accurately ;  in  one  they  were  in- 

which  guard  the  root  of  the  adrta  are  sufficient  for  their  office ;  so  that  here 

much  more  freauent,  and,  when  they  there  was  a  second  regurgitative  sys- 

occur,  are  much  more  extensive,  than  tolic  murmur  in  addition  to  the  direct 

altered  states  of  those  which  defend  murmur  which  accompanied  the  con- 

the  root  of  the  pulmonary  artery.  traction  of  the  ventricle. 

We  are  therefore  to  be  on  our  guard 

Of  the  Murmurs  connected  with   ike  in  ascribing  all  diastolic  murmurs  to  re- 

Auriculo-veHiricuiar  Orifices,  in  par-  gurgitation  through thesemilunar  aortic 

ticular.  or  pulmonic  valves.  Diastolic  murmurs 

These  murmurs,  like  those  that  have  may  and  do  occasionally  arise  from 

just  been  considered,  are  either  systolic  sonorous  vibrations  set  up  in  the  stream 

or  diastolic  in  reference  to  the  ven-  of  blood  forced  by  the  auricle  throus;h 

tncles ;   i.  e.  they  occur  either  along  a  contracted  orifice  into  the  ventricle, 

with  the  contraction  of  the  ventricles,  ,  Every  condition  of  the  auriculo-ventri- 

or  alone  with  their  relaxation.    If  they  cular  orifices,  or  of  their  valves,  which 

occur  simultaneously  with  the  contrac-  prevents  them  from  being  accurately 

tion  of  the  ventricles,    they  proceed  closed  at  the  moment  of  the  systole,  is 

from  regurgitation  through  the  auri-  competent  to  occasion  systolic  auriculo- 

culo- ventricular  orifices;  if  they  hap-  ventricular     regurgitative     murmurs, 

pen  whilst  the  ventricles  are  relaxing,  The    one    condition    connected   with 

they  arc  connected  with  an  obstruction  diastolic  auriculo*  ventricular  murmurs 

to  tne  free  entrance  of  the  blood  from  hitherto  discovered,  is  contraction  of 

the  auricle  into  the  ventricle.    Systolic  the  correspunding  aperture.  The  power 

auric ulo- ventricular  murmurs  are  ex-  of  the  auricles  is  generally  too  small, 

tremely  common ;    diastolic  auriculo-  the  extent  of  their  contraction  under 

ventricular  murmurs,  on  the  contrary,  ordinary  circumstances  is  too  limited^ 

are  rare,  although  not  quite  so  rare,  to  cause  the  stream  of  blood  flowing 

perhaps,  as  was  at  one  time  supposed,  through    them  into  the  ventricle  to 

ol,  Fauvel  has  but  just  directed  the  acquire  sonorous  vibrations;  but  the 
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access  to  the  ventricles  being  im|>eded»  period  of  a  disease  of  the  heart  are  apt 

the  auricles  may  be  readily  presumed  to  become  feeble  at  a  later  period,  and 

ki  acquire  such  an  increase  of  strength  finally  to  cease  from  being  appreciable 

asenablefi  them  to  project  their  sue*  at  all.  This  is  generally  iacoosequenoe 

eesftive  charges  of  blood  into  the  ven-  not  of  any  diminution  in  the  disease, 

ti-icles  with  such  force  as  suffices  to  but  of  increasiDg  debility  in  the  heart, 

elicit  sonorous  vibrations.     That  all  which  will  soon  cease  to  beat  for  ever. 
this  is  the  fact,  seems  demonstrated  by  [Tq  be  continued.] 

M.  Fauvel's  cases,  just  quoted.  . ^ 

Murmurs  are  found  catei  is  paribus  SOHB  REMARKS 

to  be  louder  in  proportion  as  the  stream  ^^ 

ef  blood  piopelfed  through  the  diseased  ^  DIFFUSE  FORM  OF  CARCINOMA 

;itcfrkeVrn';\roh"='j«l'r:       attended  Wrm  CUTANEOUS 
heard  is  somewhat  raised  by  a  stronger  TUMORS, 

surrent,  and  depressed  by  a  weaker  one ;  By  Jambs  Bowaa  Harbison, 

but  the  pitch  is  more  influenced  by  the  M.R.C.S.L.  fcc 

depih  at  which  the  efficient  cause  of  SuxeontotheArdwiekandAncottsDifpenniT. 
their  production  exists  than  by  any  tm^thm  tr^.-««7  r>^.w#«  \ 

Qther  circumstance.     Direct  murmuii  ^^  '**  ^^  Gazette.) 

having  their  seat  in  the  orifice  of  the  ^^         .i_        t_i.  *-.*** 

pulmonary  artery  are  therefore  gene-  Since  the  publication  of  Mr.  Borrmg- 

mlly  heard  in  a  higher  key  than  any  ^°"  »  carefully  wnttcn  paper  « on  a  rare 

others.    Direct  murmurs  having  their  «>™    «»    carcinoma*/'   I  have    been 

seat  in  the  aortic  orifice  have  usually  favoured  with  the  particulars  of  the 

a  pitch^bout  a  third  or  a  fourth  lower.  F^®,,  *°  ^'*^'^^.  ^®  »PH,4/s.  ^  occumng 

Dwstolic  or  regorrilative  murmurs  hav-  "^   the    practice  of  Mr.  Sumner    of 

ing  their  seat  in  the  pulmonic  and  aorUo  Ly  mm,  m  Cheshire.  These  notes  afford 

onfices,  as  effects  ofmuch  weaker  cur-  fownfant  evidence  of  the  identity  of 

rents,  are  much  softer  in  their  cha-  ^\%  ^i^esBt  with  the  other  instances 

racter,  and  are  also  pitched  considerably  adduced    by    Mr.    Dornngton.     Mr. 

lower  than  those  that  are  systolic.  Sumner  states  that  the  complaint  oc 

The  murmur  of  mitral  regurgitation,  ^.^""^'^  ^  ^  'f  °*5^«  ^.V^®  ^pe  of  Ann 

or  of  regurgitation  from  the  left  ventricle  ^^P^^'  *°  ^s*^^^«  wife,  residing  at  Hoo 

back  upon  the  left  auricle,  is  generally  ^'^^^°'  °^»'  Knutsford.    She  was  56 

loud  when  the  depth  of  its  seat  is  cai^  years  of  age,  had  enjoyed  a  good  stale 

sidered  J  but  then  it  is  excited  by  the  of  health  previous  to  her  last  illness, 

whole  force  of  the  ventricular  contrac-  ?"^  was  the  mother  of  a  large  family: 

tion.    It  is,  nevertheless,  heard  in  a  key  L^"  ^'  ^^T  children  have  survived  her. 

something  like  four  tones  lower  than  ^P?  mentioned  that  the  first  symptom 

that  in  which  the  direct  murmur  of  <> J  «er  indisposition  was  the  appearance 

aortic  and  pulmo-arterial  origin  is  con-  ?^  ™*^^  tumors,  not  larger  than  peas, 

▼eyed  to  the  ear.    The  murmur  of  iri^  I"  ^^  "S?^  ?roin.    These  graduaUy 

cuspid  regurgitation  is  often  heard  of  l"^^^^®^?  in  size  until  the  period  of 

considerable  intensity ;    its    seat   not  ^^^  ^^T^'  ^r '^  ^^^y  ^^  attained  the 

being  so   deep  as  the  corresponding  V^   °/,  P"^^^**    ««&»'  a?^  ^  ere  the 

murmur  of  the  leffc  side  it  is  heard  more  ^^^S^^^  humors  on  the  body.    She  had 

distinctly,  and  in  a  somewhat  higher  ^^jca^ional  pain  in  the  tumors,  which 

key.  than  a  mitral  regurgitative  murmur  l'^^  complained  of  as  inconveniencing 
of  like  intensity.  Regumtativeanriculo-      c    ^^  ^^  occupation,  which  was  that 

ventricular  murmurs  are  much  more  So?  "i'lf  * V^/2§A^'' i?'°?^'*-    ^",^^*f 

frequent  occurrences  in  connexion  with  ZT  %  r^^^^^'  i^?».  8*^?  ^^^  oonsulted 

alterations  of  the  mitral  than  of  the  f'r.  bumner.   At  this  time,  in  addition 

tricuspid  valves.  ^°  ^"^  tumors  already  mentioned,  othere 

It  may  readily  be  conceived  that  the  ^®4  ™^^  ^^VF  appearance  immediately 

conditions  which  produce  systolic  and  "°,     1"?  8kin,on  the  fore  and  back 

diastolic  mnrmnra  may  exist  si multa-  P^^'^s  of  the  trunk,  and  especially  about 

aeoufily  in  the  same  subject.    When  V?^  mammse.    On  takmg  hold  of  the 

this  is  the  case  we  have  of  coarse  a  f^^^.^^  ^r.  Sumner  states  that  it 

double  or  see-saw  mwmur.    Murmure  gave  the  sensation  of  handling  a  bng  of 
that  »e  very  bud  and  distinct  at  one      .  Pubiithfed  m  the  m.d.  Oazsttk,  ftb.  4.  i«j. 
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marbles.  As  the  disease  progressed,  two  likewise  found  on  other  parts  of  the 
more  made  their  appearance  on  the  neck,  body.    They   sometimes   itched,   and 
and  afterwards  ander  the  scalp.    Before  considerable    pain    was    excited    by 
death  a  few  presented  themselves  on  the  pinching  them.    The  skin  of  the  neck, 
extremities.     In  the  beginning  of  the  face,  and  shoulders,  had  a  remarkably 
complajnt  there  was  but  little  uneasi-  tawny  aspect,  and  was  very  coarse  and 
ness,  but  as  the  disease  advanced  the  rendered  rough  by  numerous  tubercles 
constitution  manifestly  suffered.    The  of   various    sizes.    They    were    most 
appetite  failed,  the  bowels  became  con-  thickly  set  about  the  nose,  eyebrows, 
stipated,  and  the  secretions  sparing,  and  ears.    The  roughness  of  the  skin 
There  was  now  considerable  pain  ex-  strongly  resembled  the  delineations  of 
perienced  on  pressure  bein?  made  over  elephantiasis.    This  patient  had  been 
the  epi^stric  region,  and  the  food  was  a  labouring  woman,  and   she   stated 
rcjectea  as  soon  as  it  was  taken.    The  that  the  disease  first  made  its  appear- 
tongue  had    the  appearance    of  raw  ance  when  she  was  about  fourteen  or 
meat.    In  this  state  she  continued  for  fifteen  years  of  age.     The  late  Mr. 
a  fortnight,  bdn^  unable,  during  the  Rose,  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  had 
ten  days  which  immediately  preceded  previously    extirpated    some    of   the 
dissolution,  to  take  an^  nourishment,  tumors,  and  subsequently  Mr.  Birant 
and  even  water  was  administered  in  very  removed  sixty  at  one  sitting.    They 
small  quantities  at  a  time.    Various  were   all    reproduced   within   twelve 
medicines  had  been  administered  with  tnonths.    Mr.  Ancell  remarks  that  her 
Httle  or  no  mitigation  of  suffering,  and  family  history  is  not  a  little  curious, 
she  died  on  the  29th  of  April,  1839.  not  only  as  'respects  the   hereditary 
Br.  Kendrick,  of  Warrington,  visited  transmission  of  the  disease,  but  from 
her  several  times;  and  at  his  request  the  t&ct  that  the  females  seem  to  be 
Captain  Jones,  of  Manchester,  attended  extraordinarily  prolific.    It  seems  that 
to  take  a  drawing  of  the  morbid  ap-  her^  grandmother  was   affected  with 
pearances.    On  inspection  after  deam  similar   growths    on   the    head,   her 
the  tumors  were  found  to  pervade  the  mother  had  a  large  one  on  the  same 
bodv.    Besides  their  existence  on  the  locality,  her  younger  sister  had  a  mam- 
surmce  in  the  muscular  and  cellular  mary  tumor  extirrated,  and  another 
tissues,  they  were  found  in  clusters  on  sister,  aged  62,  is  afflicted  with  a  laree 
the  heart,  and  the  peritoneum  and  folds  crop  of  tumors  on  the  head.    At  tne 
of  the  mesentery  were  thickly  studded  time    when    Frances   Massinger    ap- 
with  them.    Preparations  were  made  plied  to  Mr.  Ancell,  there  was  an  im- 
of  the  heart  and  inguinal  tumors.  even  tumor  in  the  hypochondriac  region, 
This  very  interesting  case  accords  in  in  which  she  had,  at  times,  much  pain, 
all  important  points  with  Mr.  Dorring-  After  the  lapse  of  a  short  period  ascites 
ton's  case,  and  that  which  occurred  to  supervened.      Subsequently   the   legs 
Mr.  Yorke  Wood,  of  Bury.    In  the  became     anasarcous,    ulcerated,    and 
last  volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  sphacelated ;  ^he  became  gradually  ex- 
Transactions  there  is  a  paper  contri-  hausted,  and  died.    Her  death  took 
buted  by  Mr.  Ancell,  of  London,  which  place  about  twenty-one  months  after 
describes  very  minutely  a  case  which  I  her  first  application, 
should  conceive  to  be   of  the  same       On  inspection,  the  peritoneum  was 
nature.    It  is  called  the  "  History  of  a  fomid  thickened  and  opaque,  and  con- 
remarkable  case  of  tumors  develoned  taining  myriads  of  tumors,  many  of 
on   the   head   and    face,"  &c.     The  them  about  the   size   of  peas.    Tlie 
patient,    whose    name    was    Frances  peritoneal  surface  of  the  diaphragm 
Massinger,  was  about  d2  years  of  age,  was  thickened  and  studded  with  simuar 
of  a  dusky  complexion,  and  short  in  tumors.   The  more  minute  tumors  were 
stature.     She    was    unmarried.    The  sessile,  but  the  larger  "all  tended  to 
greater  part  of  the  scalp  and  head  become  pendulous.''  Tumors  were  also 
was  loaded  with  tumors  varying  from  found  in  the  omentum  and  mesentery, 
the  size  of  a  pin's  head  to  that  of  a  A  very  large  mass,  perhaps  weighing 
hoTse-chesnut :  a  few  tumors  j)erfectly  two  ^nnds,  was  found  attached  to  the 
round  in  8hap(i  and  of  a  violet  hue  anterior  surface  of  the  liver,  and  in  a 
were  interspersed.    Some  of  the  tumors  nuviner  suspended  from  it.'  Oti  a  section 
were  sessile,  and  others  appended  by  of  the  large  tumor,  it  jpresented  a  can- 
short  thick  peduncles.    Tumors  were  cerous  appearance,  with  distinct  fibrous 
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radii  proceeding  from  the  centre :  the  ease,  and  indeed  reason  to  suppose  that 
cut  surfiEtces  had  a  greenish- vellow  tint,  it  does  not  acknowledge  any  precise 
A  considerable  quantity  of  fluid  was  definition.  In  the  instances  we  ha^e 
found  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  and  before  us  there  appears  to  me  abundant 
a  tumor  or  two  were  met  with  in  the  evidence  of  this  in  the  approximatioa 
substance  of  the  uterus.  For  further  to  moUuscum,  cancer,  fungus,  elephan- 
particulars  of  this  case  I  must  refer  the  tiasis,  and  melanosis.  In  MiC  War- 
reader  to  Mr.  Ancell's  own  elaborate  drop's  edition  of  that  still  valuable 
account,  affixed  to  which  will  be  found  work,  Baillie's  Morbid  Anatomy,  he 
two  accurate  drawings  of  the  disease,  prefaces  the  second  volume  with  some 
which  Mr.  Ancell  submitted  to  the  preliminary  observations  on  diseased 
society.  structures,  and  he  concludes  with  some 
I  think  from  these  particulars  it  remarks  on  the  compounds  which  may 
will  be  evident  that  the  case  of  occur.  "  Though  it  cannot,"  says  he, 
Francis  Massinger  is  of  the  same  "  be  doubted  that  scirrhus,  scrofula,  and 
kind  as  that  of  Ann  Aspey,  and  also  fungus  hsmatodes,  have  each  a  distinct 
identical  with  the  cases  wmch  I  had  character,  yet  it  is  of  importance  to  be 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  in  this  neigh-  aware  that  several  of  these  diseased 
bournood,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  structures  may  exist  at  the  tame  time  in 
Dorrington and  Mr.  Wood.  The  points  the  same oroan.*'  *  *  "In  all  tumors 
of  4ifl<?rence  which  exist  perhaps  onl^  it  is  not  only  difficult  but  impossible  to 
serve  to  invest  the  subject  witn  addi-  describe  the  various  modifications  which 
tional  interest.  In  all  these  instances  result  from  the  combination  of  scirrhus, 
the  carcinomatous  character  of  the  fungus  hiematodes,  and  scrofula,  with 
complaint  appears  to  have  been  clearly  one  another,  and  with  other  morbid 
ascertained,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  the  alterations  of  structure.  The  charac- 
complaint  came  under  the  designation  ters  of  different  tumors  are  drawn  from 
of  encephaloid  disease.  Many  of  the  cases  where  one  disease  has  alone  ex- 
professional  gentlemen  who  witnessed  isted,  for,  like  colours,  those  that  are 
the  inspection  of  Mr.  Ancell's  case  primary  are  easilv  distinguished,  yet 
were  struck  with  its  malignant  charac-  wnguage  cannot  describe  their  various 
ter,  and  the  terms  scirrhus,  fungoid  and    umost    infinite    combinations; 

f'owth,  encephaloid  in  a  crude  state,  therefore  it  is  only  in  their  unmixed 

c.    were  bestowed  on  the   internal  state  that  we  can  learn  to  distinguish 

disease.      The    tendency    to    ecchv-  each  morbid  structure;   their  various 

mosis,  which  was  so  manifest  in  Mr.  complications  must  be  afterwards  dis- 

i)orrington*s  and   Mr.  Wood's  cases,  criminated"  (p.  49).    These  remarks, 

does  not  appear  to  have  been  observed  however,  were  never  intended  to  make 

in  those  oi  Mr.  Ancell  and  Mr.  Smnner.  us  content  with  general  assertions,  and 

Another    peculiarity  in    the    case   of  it  is  always  right  to  push  our  definitions 

Frances  Massinger  was  the  moUusci-  as  far  as  they  can  be  fairly  and  legiti- 

fprm  character  of  the  cutaneous  tumors,  mately  carried.    It  is  unquestionable 

Many  of  the  tumors  were  pendulous,  that  cancer,  melanosis,  and  encephaloid 

and  most  of  the  smaller  "  manifestly  disease,  have  many  characters  m  com- 

foUicular  elevations,  such  as  accompany  mon,  and  are  occasionally  found  in 

other  cutaneous  diseases,"  and  exuding,  combination,  and  it  is  not  perhaps  going 

on  pressure,  a  white  substance  similar  too  far  to  say  that  any  of  the  more 

to  curdled  milk.    The  resemblance  to  complex  associations  can  always    be 

elephantiasis  in  the  tawny  and  rough  defined  in  a  regular  manner.    We  see 

state  of  the  skin,  which  I  do  not  believe  melanosis  occurring  in  small  tumors  in 

existed  in  the  other  cases,  is  likewise  the  skin,  at  the  same  time  that  it  affects 

noticed  by  Mr.  Ancell.    In  the  remarks  the  internal  organs,  just  in  the  manner 

accompanying  Mr.  Dorrington's  case  of  the  diffuse  carcinoma  we  have  been 

he  endeavours  to  distinguish  the  disease  describing.    We  see  carcinoma  in  union 

from   molluscum  by  pointing  to  the  with  molluscum  (moUusciform  cancer), 

sessile  character  of  the  tumors;  but  and  again,  melanosis  and  cancer  in 

such  a  mode  of  discrimination  obviously  combination.      Some   affections    may 

cannot  hold  good  since  the  publication  partake  more  of  one  of  these  forms  of 

of  Mr.  AncelPs  case.    I  think  it  must  disease  than  another,  and  it  is  not  pos- 

be  admitted,  tliat  there  is  great  diffi-  sible,   therefore,  to    be  very  circum- 

culty  in  defining  the  limits  of  this  dis-  scribed  in  our  notions ;   at  the  same 


QUJBRIES  RESPECTING  CLIMATE,  &c  777 

time,  the  lending  features  of  the  com-  pared  with  the  meloBiiic  variety.  Suffice 

plaint  in  all  are  sufficiently  distinctiye  it  to  say,  the  viscera  were  full  of  tu- 

to  call  for  a  general  denomination.    A  mors,  and  they  were  also  found  under 

cutaneous   complication,   approaching  the  skin. 

elephantiasis,  is  probably  an  aggravated  But  to  return  to  the  cases  which 

state  of  a  condition  of  the  skin  to  which  have   recently   occurred,    and   which 

many  of  these  diseases  point.    Abun-  have    suggested   these   observations  : 

dant  evidence  of  the  truth  of   these  we    may   notice    that    the    external 

observations  might,  I  think,  be  col-  tumors  preceded,  for  some  time,  the 

lected  from  RayePs  verv  complete  work  advances  of  the  complaint,  and  in  three 

on  the  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  but  it  of  them  a  chronic  enlargement  of  the 

would  only  swell  out  the  paper  to  an  lymphatic  glands  was  the  first  indica- 

ineonvenient  length  to  enter  into  an  tion  of  the  disorder.     This  enlarge- 

analysis  of  all  that  l^ears  on  the  sub-  ment  remained  for  a  l9ng  while  sta- 

ject.    i  cannot,  hoH  ever,  pass  over  in  tionary :  when  the  constitution  broke 

silence  a  ver^  interesting  instance  of  up,  other  tumors  appeared,  and  the 

melanosis  which  resembles  very  closely  patients  were  speedily  carried  off.    In 

the  disease  under  consideration,  except  Mr.    Ancell's    case    the   tumors    had 

that  melcenic  matter  is  substituted  for  existed  many  years,  and  did  not  seem 

the  carcinomatous  deposit.    A.  Gautier,  to  produce  any  disturbance;   and  in 

a  cook,  aged  59,  became  a  patient  of  some  branches  of  the  family,  who  were 

the  H6pital  St.  Louis,  Aus.  27,  181 G.  also  affected  with  tumors,  they  were 

She  had  a  great  number  of  black  tu-  likewise  innocent.    In  all  his  cases  the 

mors  on  the  thorax,  breasts,  abdomen,  extremities  had  but  few  tumors.    It  is 

and  some  few  on  the  arms  and  thighs,  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Ancell  will  make 

The  patient  was  in  an  extreme  state  of  further  inquiries  respecting  the  rela- 

debilitv.    The  appetite  failed,  she  vo-  tives  of  his  patient, 

mited  her  food,  lost  her  sleep,  and  soon     , 

l^came  the  subject  of  general  0^^^  QUERIES   RESPECTING   CLIMATE, 

the  pulse  became  soft  and  compressible, 

and  she  died  on  the  25th  of  September.  ^' 

On  examination  after  death,  numerous  

CT  ^  Z  Tll^aSSlTeuX  ^  '*«  ^<'«-  ^'*'  ^'^'  ««-"• 

tisane,   and   more   sparingly  on    the  Sir, 

extremities.     The  cellular  substance  p.„„  ^^^^   ^          ^f  ^^^^^^      f,^  t,,^ 

which  surrounds    the    blood-TcsseU,  profewionartoreof  information  which 

nerves,   and   lymphattc   glands,   was  ^    ,     constitute  a  complete  Medico- 

htendly  l««ied  witli  them.    They  were  Topographical  History  of  England,  and 

found  in  the  substance  of  .the  thyroid  ^^^g  .J'  ^^4^^^^  j/  „ther  countries, 

ghuid,aome  on  the  lungs,  in  the  medi-  ^^nld  form  a  comprehensive  work  on 

MUnum,  and  under  the  costal  pleurs ;  climate,  1  have  addressed  to  a  few 

the  duphcatures  of  the  epipfoa  and  practitioners  in  provincial  towns  the 

mesentenr  were  craiii«.«*  with  them.  foii<,„i„g  catena  of  queries,  which  I 

None  of  the  abdominal  organs  were  ^^^  „g|^   jhe  favour  of  them   to 

free  from  them*.    Other  case*  of  a  like  answer;  engaging  to  insert  the  remarks 

kind  are  on  rewwL    One  us^ce  »  ^^^^  ^^j^^j*  ^f  ^^^  ,^3^    „ 

mentioned  of  a  hidy,  who  died  of  a  diVtrict,  with  the  nameof  the  contributor 

similar  afl^tion,  in  whom  the  meloemc  ^       authority 

^*P°"!?  ''^  ™*!*  with  cerebriform  j  ^^^^  fitted  up  such  a  form  as  a 

mattert.    The  reader  who  feels  an  m-  .^^       ^hi^hf  gendfor  insertion, 

terest  m  the  subject  wiU  do  well  l»  ^g^  ^^                  j^  „  ^„  inducement 

consult  the  excellent  work  from  which  ^^^^^^^  meml^rsof  theprofession  whom 

these  are  taken.    Many  more  examples  j  ^^^^  addressed  to  cbmply  with  the 

ought  be  adduced,  but  It  is  useless.  ^  contained  in  the  cireular  which 

M.  Velpeauhas  pubhshed  a  remarkable  ae^^panied  the  form, 

instance  of  the  encephaloid  form  of  the  "     »~            lam  sir 

affecaon,  which  might  be  well  com-  your  obrfien't  servant, 

-  •  Raver,  p.  lOM;  b«intr  s  qootirtioii  ftom  J.  PlODVCX. 

Lmiwc,  AoMult.  Med.  ttme  <dil.  t.  iL  p.  tS.  Oremt  Bomll  Street. 

t  Bayer,  p.  lOU.  Feb.  7,  latt. 
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QUBRIB8  RliiSPEletINO  CLIMATE,  &c. 


U.  Waier.     . 

0.  Softness 
h.  Hardness 
e.  Purity    . 
III.  Locality    . 


"  IHjferre  quofuej  pro  ntttwra  /dronifM,  gentra  mtf4ieAwr." 

Queries.              ClimateoftheRookenr^Bt.Giles'sDistrict.  Answers. 

\.  Air Free  and  Open,  or  close  and  confined  Close  and  confined  in  courts 

hj  trees  and  hills.  and  alleys. 

a.  Dryness     .  .    Annual  extremes  and  mean ;  or,  if  The  upper  parts  of  honset 

6.  Ddnnpness     .        no  regbter  be  kept,  judging  by  dry ;  cellars  damp. 

walk  of  houses  in  doors,  dry  Or 
damp. 

c.  Tempenture .    Annual  eztreaies  and  mean  \  or,  if  Temperaturt  of  die  rooms 

no  register  be  kept,  judging  by  warm,  from  tbs  Aimbsfs 

tbe  senaationB,  warm  or  cold.  congregated  togcChor* 

•  Supplied  by  springs,  wells,  above  From  the  New  RiTsr ;  and 
or   below  33  feet  deep,  rivers,  hot  water  from  the  lai|e 
rivulets,  ponds,  or  ditches.  brewery. 
Tincture  of  Soap,  soluble.  Soap  soluble,  after  water  hss 

been  boiled. 

.     Muriates,   Sulphates,    Carbonates,  Super-carbonate    of    lime. 

Chalybeate.  and  chloride  of  sodium. 

. .  Clean  or  turbid,  from  animal  or  Slightly  turbid,  till  deposit 

vegetable  decomposition.  takes  place. 
.     Elevated,  or  nearly  level  withthesea. 

Aspect,  east,  west,  north,  south.  Streets  run  east,  west,  north, 

and  south. 

a.  Soil  (I  Sab)  .    8aQdstone,Limestone,€ha1k,6raveI,  Gravel. 

Marl,  Sand. 

**      (3  Super)    Clay,  gravelly  clay,  sand,  sandy  Brick-mbhiBh. 

clay,  loam,  gravelly  toam,  sandy 
loam,  chalk,  alluvial. 

b.  Drainage    .  .    Perfect,    by    running   water,    or  ImperiSBet  by  itraet  gittns* 

covered  shores;    imperfect,  by 
cesspools,  open  ditches,  or  pools. 

c.  Produce    .     .    Pasture,  arable,  woodlands,  oak,  Covered  by  hnildmgt 

elm,  ash,  fir  indigenous. 

IV.  Otcnpaiion  of  the    Agricultural,  manufacturing,  trad-  Bricklayers'  kbooiers,  mar- 

People  .....       •  ing,  seafaring,  noting  manufac-  ket     women,      hawkers^ 

tures  carried  on,  and  the  mines  thieves,  and  vagabonds, 
worked. 

v.  Diet  qftkePeople    Animal,  Milk,  Fish,  Vegetable,  or  Salt  meat,  fish,  v^^tahles. 

chiefiy  vegetable,  spirits,  beer.  Spirits,  beer,  tea,  and  coflfee* 
cyder,  tea,  coffee,  opmm,  or  cap- 
sules of  poppy,  used  in  brewing. 

•  1.  Chiefiy  iftjflammitory,  requlriI^^  Scarcely  ever  inflamtratory  ; 
depletion  by  bleeding,  &c. ,  nothig  hydrocephalus   eommon ; 
hydrooephalus  and  croup  in  chil-  croup  rare, 
dren,  and  pleorisy. 

2.  Chiefiy  con^e«^toe,  requiring  do-  Almost  entirely  congestlto} 
obstruents,  as  emetios,  cathartics,  these  constitute  t£e  iadi- 
noting     dyspeptic    and   bilioas  genous  diseaics. 
complaints,  and  bronchitis. 

3.  Of  <ftfdt7jfy,  requiring  stimulants  Owing  to  gastric   irritafUen 
and  tonics,  as  wine,  quinme,  &c.  stimulants  and  tonics  sen 

rardy  admissible. 

.     Type  of,  most  frequently  epidemic.  Bilious,  ^phoid,  petechial. 

.    1.  Of /TmiI,  noting  Insanity,  Idiotcy.  Vertigo,  n-om  inanition,  fre* 

quent ;  and  cephalsea. 

2.  Of  Cheeti  noting  tuberculous  and  Both  common. 
Heart  Disease. 

4.  Of  ^MbfNsn,  noting  hepatic  and  Hepatic  and  nephritic 
nephritic  diseases ;  including  calcu-  oisease  common;  calculous 
kiua  complaints.  complaints  rare. 

4.  Of  the  G/ofuftf/ari^yislsmi  noting.  Scrofuui  and  glandular  &• 
Mroiula.  ease  ran. 

5.  Of  Iho  Skin^  noting  porrigo,  Every   form    of  cotsneotts 
psoriasis,  impetigo,  lepra.  disease  common,  and  fre- 

quentiy  epidemic. 


VI.  JHeetuee 


Fevers  . 
Chronic 


QUERIES  INSPECTING  CLIMATE,  dec.  7/9 

GsNXKAL Remarks. — Inconsequence    many  days,  notwithstanding  little  or 
of  the  poor  diet  and  demoralized  habits    no  rain  has  fallen  :  heavy  rains  followed 
of  the  people,  the  imperfect  drainage,    by  a  drying  up  of  the  streets  dissipates 
and  the  close  confined  air  of  the  streets,    these  forms  or  fever.    Temperature  ap- 
courts,  and  alleys  of  this  district,  the    pears  to  influence  them  slightly,  corn- 
degree  of  health  is  low ;  hence  the  in-    pared  with  moisture.    The  pestilential 
habitants  are  almost  exclusively  liable    cholera,  in  both  its  visitations,  the  one 
to  diseases  of  the  asthenic  class.  During    in  July,  the  other  in  November,  and 
15  years'  crowded  attendance  at  the    the  petechial  fever,  three  years  ago,  and 
St  Gileses  N.£.  District  Dispensazy,  I    now  again  rife  in  the  district,  was  con- 
caniiot  call  to  mind  any  instance  of   sonant  with  the  same  wet  condition  of 
Tenesection    being  necessa^  j     t.    ««    the  streets,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
among  the  permanent  residents.    On    the  pestilential  hygrometer.    The  neu- 
new-comers  having  been   bled,  their    ralgic  form  of  rheumatism  is  of  very 
diseases  have  rapidly  passed  from  the    frequent  occurrence.    In  its  acute  stnce, 
sthenic  to  the  asthenic  class.    At  first,    purgatives  and  antimonials,  with  uie 
on  taking^  charge  of  the  dispensary  in    acetate  of  ammonia,  suffice  for  its  re- 
this  district,  I  was  surprised,  when  I    moval.    Chronic  neuralgia  yields  more 
had  ordered  leeches,  bv  frequentlvhear*    certainly  to  minute  doses  of  strychnia 
ing  that  thev  had  dropped  on  dead    than  to  carbonate  of  iron,  or  quinine, 
almost  immediately  they  were  applied.    Owing  to  the  almost  universal  presence 
notwithstanding  I  had  given  particular    of  gastro-enteritis,  tonics  and  stimulants, 
directions  that  the  sunace  should  be    with  the  exception  of  carbonate  of  am- 
well  washed  with  warm  water,  and  that    monia,  are  inadmissible.    In  times  of 
the  leeches   should  not  be   handled,    comparative  scarcity  of  work,  the  heed* 
Struck  by  the  frequency  of  the  occur-    Mthe  of  inanition  is  prevalent:  the  symp- 
rence,  I  directed  a  few  ounces  of  blood    toms  are  intense  pain   in  the  head, 
to  be  drawn  from  the  arm  of  half  a    vertigo,  staggering  eait,  a  clear  glossy 
doien  parents    suffering  under  ooii'    eye.  a  flushed  checK,  a  hollow  voice, 
gestive  diseases.     The  effect  in  every    ana  the  breath  cold,  and  smelling  like 
case  was  injurious.    As  to  the  blood    raw  meat.    A  basin  of  soup  is  the  only 
itself,  the  clot  in  one  basin  was  very    remedy.    Ulcers  on  the  kgs  are  also  of 
small,  much  cupped,  and  nearly  glo-    very  frequent  occurrence,  and  in  many 
bular;  in  the  other  basins  the  clot  was    instances  they  are  of  a  rheumatic  cha- 
loose  in  texture,  dark  in  colour,  and    raoter.     The  patients  have  been  the 
small  in  proportion  to  the  serum.    The    subjects  of  rheumatism  previouslv  to 
serum  exhibited  every  colour,  red,  green,    the  ulceration ;  the  pain  m  the  ulcenr 
yellow,  and  exhaledi  a  nauseous  odour,    is,  as  it  were,  of  the  bone,  and  the  cure 
It  was  to  this  morbid  condition  of  the    is  effected  by  those  remedies  which  are 
blood  that  its  poisonous  effect  on  the    most  frequently  succesitful  in  cases  of 
leeches  might  be  ascribed  ;   and  the    chronic  rheumatism ;  among  which  the 
same  reason  may  be  assigned  for  their    vapour  bath  is  one  of  the  most  effectual 
comparative  freedom  from  vermin,  not^   in  alleviating  the  pain  and  disposing 
withstanding  the  dense  inhabituary  and    the  uleers  to  heal.    Cases  of  pseudo- 
total  neelect  of  personal  cleanliness,    svphilitic  disease  in  infants  often  occur. 
Idvinff  in  the  constant  inhalation  of   The  mothers  arc  affected  with  secondnrr 
malana,  the  instinctive  desire  for  ardent    symptoms,  which  appear  after  the  birtu 
spirits  and  tobacco,  to  relieve  its  depress-    of  the  children,  by  whom  they  appear 
ing  influence  upon  the  nervous  and    to  have  been  infected.    The  disease  is 
vascular  system,  is  almost  irresistible,    generally  traceable  to  the  fathers,  who 
Stimulants  are  thus  resorted  to  as  a    have  formerly  suffered  from  syphilis, 
temporary  relief  to  the  malaise  pro-    although   the    symptoms    may   have 
duced  by  malaria.     The  order  of  fre-    vanished.    In  some  instances  three  of 
quency  of  disease  in  this  district  is —    four  children  have  been  bom  in  sue- 
in  summer  and  autumn  abdominal,  in    cession,  either  dead,  or  they  have  died 
winter  and  spring  thoracic,  in  sprinff   of  pseudo-syphilis   soon  after   birth, 
and  summer  cephalic,  in  autumn  ana   without  either  parent  evincing  any  sign 
winter  cutaneous.    Cutaneous  diseases,    of  the  disease,  is  not  this  fact  in  favour 
and  even  psora,  are  frequently  epideinic)    of  the  popular  notion  that  syphilis  may 
fevers,  typhoid  and  malignant,  are  com-   and  does  exist  in  the  blood ;  and  that 
monly  rife,  in  cold  and  dainp  weather,    it  ia  transmissible  from  parent  to  off- 
I. «.  when  the  streets  remain  wel  for   spring  independently  of  eontastP 


780    INFLUENCE  OF  THE  MOON'S  RAYS  IN  TROPICAL  CLIMATES. 

ON  THE  ^^^  y^^>  radiation  of  heat  commences 

«,Tn»^o»*^    T1.T1.T  TTiM^r^v    /^w    TMw  immediately  after  sunset,  and  goes  on 

SUPPOSED    INFLUENCE    OF    THE  .^    ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^ 

MOON'S  RAYS  AS  A  CAUSE  OF  j^^jq  ^U  bodies  exposed  to  the  clear 

DISEASE  IN  TROPICAL  sky,  and  a  deposition  of  dew  speedily 

CLIMATES.  ensues  in  consequence  of  their  tem- 

r  perature  falling  by  radiation  below  that 

By  Georob  Thompson,  ^f  t^g  superincumbent  air.    Now  the 

Surgeon  to  the   Leith   Royal   Dispensary^  and  ^^q    cireumstances  necessary   for    the 

^S'ffiS"on^Si^1;^V  E^^^^^^^  putrefactive   process  going  on  being 

,„    ,^    ,^  ^.    ,  ^      .,    ,  heat  and  moisture,  and  as  the  heat 

{Fbr  the  Medical  Gazette  J  ^^y  ^  ^^ic  tropics  seldom  faUs^  during 

a  great  part  of  the  year,  below  that 

THEvarious  complaints,  more  especially  necessary  to  support  the  process  of 
those  of  a  paralytic  nature,  which  occur  putrefaction,  it  must  happen  that  pu- 
at  sea  in  tropical  climates,  in  conse-  trescence  will  go  on  rapidly  when  aided 
quence  of  sleeping  in  situations  exposed  by  moisture  generated  in  the  manner 
to  the  rays  of  the  moon,  are  commonly  described  above.  The  rapid  putrefac- 
attributed,  by  seafaring  men,  and  also  tion  of  animal  matters,  however,  is 
by  many  members  of  the*  profession  always  retarded  by  the  presence  of 
with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  clouas,  or  any  other  body  which 
subject,  to  someinherent  noxious  Quality  screens  them  from  the  clear  sky,  for 
in  the  rays  of  the  moon,  which,  im-  by  these  means  the  heat  is  again  re- 
pinging  upon  the  body,  produce  disease  fleeted  upon  the  radiating  body ;  and  a 
therein ;  and  in  support  of  this  opinion  continual  repercussion  of  caloric  being 
it  is  generally  alleged,  and  with  truth,  kept  up,  the  animal  matters  are  re- 
that  dead  animal  matters  exposed  to  tained  at  a  uniform  temperature  with 
the  rays  of  the  moon  become  much  the  surrounding  atmosphere,  and  no 
sooner  putrescent  than  when  they, are  dew  or  moisture  is  ^nerated  upon 
covered  up  or  otherwise  shaded.  And  their  surfaces  by  which  putrescence 
it  is  maintained  that,  consequently,  if  might  be  quickened, 
dead  matters  are  so  influenced,  living  As  re^rds  the  various  complaints 
bodies  must  siifier  from  exposure  to  arising  m  seamen,  and  others,  who 
the  same  cause.  Within  the  tropics  sleep  in  the  open  air  exposed  lo  the 
it  occasionally  happens  that  seamen  moon's  ravs,  t  beUeve  them  to  be 
who  have  passed  the  night  sleeping  on  produced  hj  the  same  causes  which 
deck,  uncovered,  with  the  exception  of  are  productive  of  the  changes  taking 
their  Jbody-clothes,  and  in  a  position  place  in  dead  animal  matters.  An 
exposed  to  the  moon's  rays,  find  them-  individual  when  lying  upon  the  deck, 
selves,  on  awaking,  either  blind,  or  or  upon  an  open  plain,  with  no  other 
paralysed  in  some  part  of  the  body,  or  canopy  than  the  mere  vault  of  hea- 
affected  with  symptoms  of  congestion  ven,  and  exposed  to  the  full  moon  ixi 
in  some  of  the  internal  organs,  and  the  a  cloudless  sky,  loses  heat  by  radia- 
cause  invariably  assigned  for  all  these  tion  rapidly,  and  consequently  nisbody 
complaints  is  the  noxious  influence  of  becomes  gradually  cooled  down  until 
the  moon's  rays.  Instances  of  very  eithcrthe  whole  or  some  particular  part 
youn^  healthy  animals  dying  during  arrives  at  so  low  a  temperature  that  the 
the  night  from  exposure  to  the  moon's  healthy  functions  cannot  so  on,  and 
influence  are  also  brought  forward  in  pathological  changes  tske  place,  either 
support  of  this  doctrine.  But  I  appre-  generally  or  locally,  in  the  vascular  or 
hend  that  all  these  circumstances,  viz.  nervous  systems,  and  hence  the  blind- 
the  quick  putrefaction  of  dead  matters,  ness,  the  paralytic  affections  of,  and 
the  complaints  induced  in  the  living,  conations  of  blood  in,  various  parts  of 
and  the  death  of  young  animals,  take  the  body. 

place  not  from  any  noxious  quality  in  Young  animals  exposed  in  a  similar 

the  rays  of  the  moon,  but  from  the  con-  manrer  must  suffer  from  the  rapid  loss 

dition  of  the  sky  as  regards  the  pre-  of  animal  heat,    the  preservation  of 

sence  or  absence  of  clouds  during  the  which  is  so  essential  to  the  continuance 

moonlight.    During  full  moon,  or  when  of  Ufe,  and  the  loss  of  which  is  incom- 

the  moon  is  near  the  full,  and  the  sky  patible  with  those  actions  and  changes 

clear  and  but  little  clouded,  as  it  most  which  go  on  in  the  system,  whereby 

frequently  is  during  a  great  purtion  of  life  is  maintained.    In  the  Indian  seas 


CASE  OF  THE  LATE  MRr  RICHARD  CARULE.  781. 

the  Lascars,  or  native  seamen,  seem  to  the   glare  of  the  sim  reflected  from 

he  well  aware  of  the  had  effects  of  sleep-  the  sea    durin?  calms.       No  deaths 

ing  in  exposed  situations,  for  I  always  took   place,  and    all    the    complaints 

observed  that  they  endeavoured  to  ob-  terminated  favourably, 

tain  the  shade  of  the  bulwarks,  boats,  or  -^_------ — — — ^— -^— 

awnings,  and  when  unable  to  obtain  CASE  OF 

these    they    took   the    precaution    of  j^j^  lATE  MR.  RICHARD  CARLILE. 

wrapping  themselves  well  up  m  their 

blankets,  and  this  they  did    as  well  By  Dr.  Thomas  Williams, 

during  the  north-east  monsoon ,  when  no  of  St.  Thomaa'i  Hoapital. 

rain  falls,   as  during  the  south-west,  ^j^  ^^^  ^^„^^„  j^^^.^^^  Gazette  J 

which  IS  always  attended  with  heavy  

rains,  and  violent  storms  of  thunder  and 

lightning.  Apart  from  the  intrinsic  interest  which 

Having  mentioned  the  monsoons,  Attaches  in  a  medical  sense  to  the  facts 
I  may  ^serve  the  singular  amount  determined  by  the  opportunity  afforded, 
of  heahh  which  is  enjoyed  during  at  his  own  desire,  of  examining  his 
the  north-east  monsoon  in  localities  ^^X  a^^er  death,  the  case  of  the  late 
which,  all  other  circumstances  con-  Mr.  Carlile  has  excited  sufficient 
sidered,  might  be  looked  upon  as  well  P«Wic  curiosity  to  render  proper  the 
fitted  for  the  promotion  of  disease,  step  of  presenting  his  friends  and  the 
While  in  medical  charge  of  the  survey-  public  with  a  succinct  and  authentic 
ing  vessels  employed  in  examining  the  statement  of  the  particulars,  as  deter- 
sea-fare  of  the  Soonderhunds  on  the  mmed  by  the  inM)ection  of  his  body, 
Bengal  coast,  the  healthy  condition  of  which  it  was  my  duty  to  conduct.  Nor 
the  different  crews  was  very  remarka-  would  the  history  of  his  life  be  com- 
ble.  The  number  of  men,  natives  and  P^ete  without  an  open  acknowledgment 
Europeans,  employed,  amounted  to  <>»  the  part  of  those  really  desirous  to 
180;  and  the  vessels,  during  a  period  extend  by  every  legitimate  means  the 
of  five  months,  from  the  middle  of  practical  usefulness  of  medical  science, 
October  till  the  middle  of  March,  were  of  the  substantial  benefit  which  a 
seldom  more  than  seven  or  eight  miles  public  example  like  his  is  calculated  to 
from  the  shores  of  the  Soonderhunds,  confer.  His  anxious  and  repeatedly 
an  inhospitable  wilderness  of  jungle,  avowed  wishes  were  that  every  use 
sevend  hundred  square  miles  in  extent,  should  be  made  of  his  remains  in  the 
and  intersected  in  all  directions  with  elucidation  and  futherance  of  science ; 
marshes,  rivers,  creeks,  and  lakes,  and  in  contribution  to  the  available- 
and  teeming  with  insect,  animal,  and  "ess  aud  certainty  of  the  reaouroes 
vegetable  life.  The  emanations  from  which  medical  science  can  now  corn- 
such  a  place  as  this,  under  the  in-  *uaud  to  mitigate,  where  it  fails  com- 
fluence  of  a  tropical  sun,  have  always  pletely  to  dispossess  of  its  sting,  the 
been  considered  a  fertile  cause  of  dis-  severity  of  human  suffering.  It  would 
ease.  certainly  be  but  a  partial  execution  of 

During  the  above-mentioned  five  ^^^^  wishes  if  the  obligation  and 
months,  the  wind  blew  steadily  off  benefit  which  the  bequest  of  Mr,  Car- 
shore,  of  course  carrying  along  with  *"^  ^s  so  eminently  fitted  to  produce, 
it  whatever  miasmata  was  generated  in  ^^^^^  *?  the  public  and  the  profession, 
the  jungles,  and  to  the  fuU  influence  were  circumscnbed  and  forgotten  With- 
of  which  the  men  were  constantly  ex-  »\  the  walls  of  the  limited  abode  to 
posed ;  yet  the  following  table  contains  which  his  body  was  consi^ed.  It  is 
the  whole  amount  of  disease  which  neitha-  my  desire  nor  province  to  ap- 
occurred  among  the  180  men  em-  P^*^  *s  the  analyst  of  his  peculiar  sen- 
ployed  : timents  on  the  subjects  of  science  and 

CaM*.     NatiTe.   European,  religion.    Mv  desire  is  to  facilitate  the 

Acute  rheu-  7     a  q  i  execution  of  wishes  which  dictated  a 

matism     )       '  magnanimous  although  eccentric   be- 

A^ue    ...    6.  5  1  quest. 

DiarrhcBa  .    .     '•?  Both  natives  ^  h&ve  endeavoured  with  as  much 

Comeitis  .    «    4.  >  accuracy  as  possible  to  collect  from  the 

All  the  cases  were  slight,  with  the  most  authentic  and  trustworthy  sources 

exception  of  those  of  comeitis,  which  all  the  fects  relating  to  his  latter  history, 

were  very  severe,  and  which  arose  from  but  as  the  post-mortem  examination 
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was  made  and  reccnded  in  detail  on  nence*  This  ftgiire  produoss  always 
the  register  of  the  hospital,  without  the  ideas,  of  high  inteUeetoal  deYelop- 
any  inrormation  of  a  certain  character  ment.  Varieties  equally  marked  in  the 
in  reference  to  the  nature  of  his  illness,  form  of  the  head  are  const ctntly  ob- 
it mav  be  received  as  quite  uninfluenced  served  in  individuals,  without  any  de- 
by  the  bias  with  wnich  a  irevious  monstrable  variations  in  the  endow- 
knowledge  of  the  case  sometimes  affects  ments  of  the  mind.  While  in  mere  eon- 
and  regulates  the  interpretations  which  figuration  the  head  of  Mr.  Carlile  did 
appearances  after  deatn  may  appear  to  not  attain  the  standard  of  perfection 
warrant.  which  European  taste  has  assigned  for 
In  general  formation  the  body  was  the  determination  of  the  hiehest  mental 
distinguished  by  all  the  marks  of  excellence,  itmaybeprovedby  example 
robustness  and  strength.  The  chest  that  the  form  of  his  head  was  compa- 
was  broad  and  well  developed ;  the  tible  witn  the  possession  of  great  in« 
features,  and  contour  of  the  face,  were  *  tellectnal  prowess:  while,  however,  the 
^nite  symmetrical.  In  figure,  the  head,  facial  anne  was  somewhat  below  the 
if  viewed  in  profile,  approximated,  average  European  standard,  the  line 
although  not  very  closely,  to  the  form  carried  from  one  temporal  ridge  to  the 
which  IS  characteristic  of  the  crania  of  opposite  exceeded  that  in  length  which 
the  American  variety  of  mankind.  The  common  observation  recognises  as  the 
anterior  segment  gradually  receded,  average;  in  volume  the  forehead  gained 
the  plane  of  this  uniform  recession  ter-  trantverselif  the  development  which  it 
minating  in  an  elevated  vertex  or  sum.  fidled  to  attain  «er<teai/y.  Imagining 
mit,  which  oceupied  a  position  posterior  a  line  dividing  vertically  and  trans- 
to  a  line  drawn  transversely  over  the  versely  the  cranium,  the  posterior 
head,  from  one  parietal  prominence  to  presented  a  greater  comparative  volume 
the  other.  In  this  particular,  with  re-  than  the  anterior  segment.  The  circular 
spect  to  the  configuration  of  the  head,  admeasurement  of  ,the  head,  as  found 
difierent  families  of  the  human  race,  by  a  line  carried  horizontally  over  the 
and,  equally  as  obvious,  individuals  of  superciliary  ridges,  and  bounding  the 
the  same  nation  and  fainly,  present  occiput  at  the  level  of  the  tuberosity, 
▼ery  numerous  varieties.  The  vertex  gave  231  inches ;  the  vertical,  as  ob- 
or  summit  of  the  cranial  arch  offers  as  tained  by  a  line  carried  from  the  tragus 
many  variations  in  size  as  position.  In  of  one  ear,  to  that  of  the  opposite 
the  Hindoo  the  highest  point  is  placed  aflbrded  13i  inches.  The  former  some- 
directl^  over  the  parietal  prominences,  what  exceeded  the  mean  measurement 
1  his  circumstance,  if  the  plane  of  the  of  the  European  head,  while  the  latter 
forehead  be  uniform,  while  it  gives  the  was  not  more  than  equal  to  the  stan- 
tiharaeter  of  gradual  inclination  back-  dard.  Some  of  these  facts  were  first 
wards,  leaves  capacious  room  for  the  furnished  me  by  my  friend  Mr.  Dixon, 
development  of  the  anterior  segment  of  The  countenance  acquired  breadth 
the  brain.  In  the  North  American  and  squareness  from  the  prominence 
Indian,  the  verUx  (I  use  this  word  to  of  the  cheeks.  The  general  expression 
denote  the  apex  of  the  cranical  cone,  of  the  countenance  conveyed  strikingly 
wherever  it  may  be  placed),  is  quite  the  idea  of  resoluteness  and  firmness  i 
over  the  occipital  region?  the  frontal  but  withal  it  was  pleasing, 
recession  more  rapid,  th^  facial  angle  The  brain,  including  the  cerebellum, 
consequently  more  acute.  In  the  Peru-  pons,  and  a  portion  of  the  medulla ; 
▼ian.  It  coincides  with  the  middle  point  amounted  in  weight  to  3  lbs.  65  2^ 
of  the  coronal  suture.  In  the  Fata-  The  cerebellum,  separated  from  the 
gonian,  it  is  placed  considerably  an-  pons  varolii,  weighed  5j  63.  In  pro- 
ierior  to  this  suture.  In  these  two  in-  portional  value  these  weights  are  in  the 
stances  the  forehead  acquires  the  cha-  ratio  of  I  to  9i.  This  proves  a  some- 
racter  of  great  elevation  and  expanse,  what  greater  relative  aevelopment  of 
In  the  crania  of  the  Greeks  and  Egyp-  the  cerebrum  than  ordina^}^  The 
tians,  a  vertical  rise  is  observed  in  the  avenige  I  believe  is  as  I  to  8  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  forehead  from  which  weights  of  the  cerebrum  andcerebellum. 
the  line  coinciding  with  the  summit  The  membranes  of  the  brain  were 
proeeedfiwithsemicirculHruniforroityas  quite  healthv  j  the  grey  matter,  or  hc- 
lar  as  the  point  of  the  occipital  pronii-  misphericarganglion,  was  healthy  in 


CASE  OF  THE  LATE  MR.  RiCHABB  CARLILE.  76S 

stnictureand  colour ;  but  in  the  opinion  cumstance  which  should  not  be  over* 
of  Mr.  Solly  the  grey  'matter  does  not  looked  in  estimating  its  augmented 
exceed  the  average  depth.  No  other  weight  and  volume,  as  evidences  of  a 
morbid  condition  could  be  found  in  the  pathological  state, 
brain  than  that  of  a  minute  apoplectic  No  satisfactory  indications  of  disease 
cavity  in  the  substance  of  the  tuber  could  be  detected  in  the  lungs.  The 
annulare.  This  was  situated  on  the  ra$rA/  right  was  universally  adherent  to  the 
of  the  median  line,  and  superior  or  costal  pleura.  The  adhesions  were 
posterior  to  the  transverse  median  obviously  of  old  formation.  The  haM 
plane  of  the  pons  ;  it  contained  a  small  of  the  lung  also  was  attached  to  the 
quantity  of  reddish  pus-like  fluid,  ap-  diaphragm.  The  parenchyma  of  the 
pearingasdisintegrated  cerebral  matter,  lung  immediately  subjacent  to  the 
The  capacity  of  this  little  cell  did  not  pleura  presented  no  decided  proofs  of 
exceed  the  volume  of  a  small  pea.  ever  having  been  once  involved  in  the 
The  structure  immediately  adjacent  neighbouring  inflammation.  The  lining 
indicated  only  slight  marks  of  soften-  membrane  of  the  bronchial  tubes  •on 
ing.  The  existence  of  an  adventitious  this  side  was  congested  to  a  slight 
membrane,  or  cyst  to  this  cavity,  could  degree ;  a  little  dilatation  of  thechannels 
not  be  decidedly  proved.  It  is  the  in  some  places,  in  others  thickening  of 
most  propable  supposition  in  regard  to  the  lining  membrane,  were  observed* 
its  formation,  that  it  was  produced  by  The  small  divisions  only  contained  the 
a  minute  apoplectic  clot,  subsequently  product  of  bronchitis ;  this,  however, 
disappearing  under  the  agency  of  ab-  was  small  in  quantity.  No  proofs  could 
sorption,  more  or  less  augmented  in  be  discovered  of  the  existence  of  pneu- 
dimensions  by  the  softening  and  de-  monic  consolidation ;  for  although  the 
generation  of  the  adjacent  structure,  lung  was  somewhat  congested,  it  was 
From  the  situation  of  the  cavity,  with  different  from  that  descnption  of  con- 
reference  to  the  columns  transversing  gestion  which  constitutes  the  first  stage 
the  pons,  it  was  obvious  that  the  con-  of  pneumonia.  There  was  some  impe- 
tinuity  of  the  posterior  pyramids,  or  diment  offered  to  the  escape  of  air  from 
sennieiii  portion  of  the  crura  cerebri,  the  air  vesicles,  for  the  collapse  of  the 
was  chiefly  broken  down :  since  the  lung  was  less  complete  than  that  which 
cavity  existed  on  the  right  of  the  is  ooserved  to  occur  under  the  con- 
tnedian  plane  of  the  pons,  and  above  ditions  of  health.  On  the  left  side  no 
the  decussation  of  the  columns,  the  pleural  adhesions  existed.  In  struc- 
paralysis  must  have  affected  the  ture  the  lung  was  healthy,  but  the 
felt  side  of  the  body,  and  probably  bronchial  tubes  presented  nearly  the 
sensation  to  a  greater  extent  than  same  appearances  as  those  described  on 
motion.  the  right. 

The  hearty  with  the  roots  of  the  lare^e  All  the  organs  .of  the  abdomen  were 

vessels  attached,  weighed  ISi^.    The  found  in  a  perfectly  healthy  state, 

normal  weight  of  this  organ  in  the  As  formerly  stated,  the  facts  thus 

adult  is  given  bv  physiologists  at  about  determined  by  the  examination  of  the 

93.     In  general  volume  also  the  heart  body  at  a  period  of  four  days  after 

had  augmented ;    the  cavities  of  the  death  were  recorded  without  anv  pre- 

two  ventricles  had  somewhat  enlarged,  vious  knowledge  of  the  case.    It  will 

the  left  more  obviously  than  the  right ;  be  now  seen  what  correspondence  there 

the  ventricular  parietes  on  the  left  side  is  between  the  conditions  which  the 

w^ere    slightly    b^nertrophied.      The  inspection  of  the  body  has  enabled  us 

mitral  and  tricuspia  valves  were  quite  to  discover,  and  the  signs  by  which 

healthy ;  the  aortic  likewise,  with  the  those  conditions  were  rendered  mani- 

exceptionofalittle  deposit  and  thicken-  fest  in  the  living  state.    I  can  hold 

ing  around  the  attached  border  of  one  nuself  responsible  for  the  correctness 

of  the  curtains.  A  slight  dilatation  ap-  of  tlie  following  facts  in  relation  to  the 

peared  in  the  ascending  portion  of  the  history  of  his  nealth  during  the  last 

aortic    arch;    frequent  atheromatous  eieht  or  nine  years.    Care  has  been 

patches  were  observed  underneath  the  taJien  to  gather  them  from  his  own 

linings  membrane.  These  deposits  were  immediate  friepds. 

found  also  in  the  coats  of  the  iliac  For  a  period  of  nearly  ten  years 

vessels.    The  he  rt  was  covered  with  before  his  death,  the  late  Mr.  Carlile 

a  considerable  quantity  of  fat,  a  cir-  laboured   under  a   peculiar    form    of 
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* 
asthma ;  it  was  marked  particularly  by  extent  the  power  of  voluntary  motion 
attacks  or  paroxysms  or  more  or  less  and  sensation.  The  loss  of  sensibility 
extreme  difficulty  of  breathing:  during  was  more  complete  in  the  face  than  in 
these  attacks  the  most  prominent  sen-  the  remaining^  parts  of  the  affected  side, 
sations  were  those  of  great  pressure  and  The  return  of  sensation  in  the  left  side 
tightness  across  the  chest.  These  of  the  face  was  slower  and  less  com- 
paroxysms  did  not  terminate  in  copious  plete  than  in  other  parts.  He  died  in 
expectorations,  as  in  the  examples  of  one  of  his  usnal  attacks  of  asthma  at 
the  "  humid'*  forms  of  asthmatic  affec-  his  house  in  Fleet  Street.  It  came  on 
tions.  His  difficulty  of  breathing  suf-  suddenly,  and  too  rapidly  to  render  it 
fered  almost  immediate  and  excessive  safe  or '  practicable  to  remove  him  to 
aggravation  even  by  a  stay  of  a  few  his  country  residence.  It  is  believed 
days'  duration  at  his  residence  in  Fleet  that  if  his  removal  to  the  country  had 
Street,  so  that  for  some  years  he  was  been  early  and  promptly  made  he  would 
compelled  to  return  into  the  country  have  survived  with  nis  usual  impunity 
for  nis  nightly  rest.  Breathing  thus  the  effects  of  his  last  attack, 
for  a  portion  only  of  the  twenty-four  In  the  history  of  the  paralytic  attacks 
hours  tne  less  saluurious  atmosphere  of  with  which  the  late  Mr.  Carlile  was  af- 
his  town  residence,  he  succeeded  in  fficted,  in  their  physiological  references, 
fdleviating  to  a  great  extent  the  con-  there  are  several  points  of  no  uninterest- 
tinued  oppression  and  distress  of  breath  -  ing  ch  aracter.  It  is  a  rare  occurrence  to 
ing  which  his  complaint  would  other-  discover  a  spontaneous  extravasation 
wise  have  inevitably  produced.  His  of  blood  in  the  pons  varolii.  According 
hnbits  were  temperate  and  regular,  to  the  statistical  records  of  Andral,  out 
He  never  referred  any  uneasiness  to  of  392  cases  of  cerebral  hsemorrhage, 
the  region  of  the  heart.  He  was  not  9  only  of  effusion  into  the  tuber  annu- 
subject  to  palpitation  or  fainting :  while  lare  were  found.  The  original  attack 
breathing  the  country  air  he  felt  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Carlile  was  accom- 
almost  entirely  free  from  all  restraint  of  panied  by  no  convulsions,  no  extinction 
breathing.  During  the  paroxysms  of  mental  consciousness.  The  question 
which  came  on  in  the  city,  his  exertions  may  be  raised,  could  the  physiologist 
for  breath  frequently  became  distress-  have  predicated  the  situation  in  the 
ing,  and  his  countenance  was  thrown  brain  at  which  the  rupture  and  extrava- 
into  the  livid  anxious  condition  which  sation  had  occurred  ?  Are  the  cases  of 
so  peculiarly  belongs  to  the  paroxysm  apoplectic  effusion  into  the  substance 
of  asthmatic  oppression.  of  the  pons  ttlwayg  characterised  and 
In.  the  year  1841,  he  became  the  distinguishable  bv  an  absence  of  stertor 
subjectof  a  singular  attack  of  paralysis,  and  coma?'  It  is  quite  certain  that. 
One  evening,  after  rather  severe  exer-  undc^rthecircumstancesof  extravasation 
tion  in  walking,  he  found  that  the  within  the  limits  of  the  cranial  cavity, 
power  and  sensibility  of  the  left  side  of  whatever  the  situation  in  which  it 
the  body  were  being  gradually  lost,  or,  occurs,  the  phenomena  are  dependent 
as  he  expressed  it  to  one  of  his  family  upon,  and  referrible  to,  the  pressure 
at  the  time,  "  all  the  life  of  the  left  side  wnich  the  general  mass  of  the  brain 
of  his  body  appeared  to  be  flowing  in  sustains.  This  pressure  must  oppress 
the  most  strange  way  to  the  right."  almost  equally  every  part  of  the  organ, 
In  a  short  time  the  paralysis  was  com-  and  may  oe  explainea  and  understood 
plete.  It  is  most  important  and  in-  on  the  principle  of  hydrostatic  diffu- 
teresting  tO'  recollect  that  during  the  sion.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Carlile,  it 
whole  progress  and  development  of  the  may  be  therefore  correctly  argued  that 
seizure  his  mind  stood  undisturbed ;  a  the  undisturbed  presence  of  conscious- 
conscious  witness  to  the  approach  of  ness  was  due  only  to  the  minuteness  of 
that  singular  and  mysterious  change  the  vessel  ruptured,  and  therefore  of 
by  which  the  extremes t  commands  of  the  quantity  of  blood  effiised.  It  is 
volition,  the  proud  mandates  of  the  quite  easy  to  understand,  from  the  im- 
mind,  were  being  dispossessed  of  their  mediate  proximity  of  the  spinal  centre 
power  to  excite  to  respondent  agency  in  cases  of  this  character  to  the  seat 
the  formerly  obedient  hand.  He  con-  of  extravasation,  that  under  the 
versed  freely  and  as  intelligently  as  ever  conditions  of  a  bulky  and  serons 
with  his  attendants.  After  the  lapse  of  effusion,  the  cord  would  suffer  under 
some  time,  he  recovered  to  a  great  the    pressure,  and  convulsions,  with 
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other  spinal  phenomena,  would  fonn  which  this  imperfect  analysis  of  Mr. 

the  most  prominent  signs.    It  is  there-  Carlile's  case  has  dereloped,  it  must  he 

fore  the  limited  extent,  rather  than  the  a  source  of  compensating  gratification 

seat  of  the  effusion,  which  explains  the  to  those  whose  feelings  and  affections 

peculiarities  of  Mr.  Carlile*8  attack,  his  stem  and  philosophic  beouest  was 

The  slight  softening  of  structure  ad-  most  likely  to  violate  and  appal,  to  find, 

jacent  to  the  cyst  in  this  is  calculated,  apart  from  the  advantages  which  may 

likewise,  to  sn^gest  some  few  reflections  accrue    to   medical    science  from    an 

of  interest.    In  all  cases  of  cerebral  example  thus  magnanimously  shown 

hcemorrhage,  from  the  close  box-like  of  indiflerence  to    the    over-wrought 

limits  of  the  cranium,  it  is  obvious  that  delicacy  of  popular  taste,  that  his  own 

the  pressure  of  a  clot  most  operate  individual  case  has  accomplished  some- 

equafly  in  every  direction,  and  that  thing   towards  the  spread   of   useful 

consequently  it  must  compress  every  knowledge. 

part  of  the  enclosed  mass  with  as  much  . — 

severity  as  the  portions  in  the  imme-  ^„„.^^,„,^^,    ^„    .    ,«,Tm,rv«   t^t 

diate neighbourhood  to  the  extravasa-  EXTIRPATION    OF  A   TUMOR  IN- 
tion  ;  and  yet  the  disintegrating  process       VOLVING  THE  PAROTID  GLAND, 
afiects  only  the  parts  in  direct  contact  By  Benjamin  Travmrs,  Jun. 

with  the  clot.     It  is  to  this  process  of       Resident  AuiBUnt-Sur^eon  at  St.  ThomM's 
softening  and  breaking  down  that  the  Uoapiui. 

mind,  in  all  apoplectic  cases,  owes  its         /«_  ^r    r    ^     ix^-    » r.     **  \ 
disenthralmentfrom  the  extinguishing         (^  '**  -'-^^^  ^^'^  ^^*^'^ 

pressure  of  the  clot.    It  is  thus  that  the  ' 

total  volume  of  the  mass  is  diminished.  On  the  21  st  of  December  last  I  was 

and  the  aggregate  brain  allowed   to  called  upon  to  remove  a  large  tumor 

recover  its  normal  density.    In  the  case  from  the  side  of  the  face  of  a  married 

of  Mr.  Carltle,  as  already  remarked,  lady  in  her  29th  year,  of  a  leuco-phleg- 

the  cyst,  and  formerly  the  clot,  was  matic    aspect,   subject   to   occasional 

situated  in  the  sentient  segment  of  the  menorrhagia,  dyspeptic,  and  often  ail- 

pons,  in  the  substance  of  the  posterior  jng,  but  not  apparently  strumous.   The 

pyramid,  and  at  the  distance  of  about  tumor  occupied  the  parotid  space,  ex- 

an  inch  and  a  half  from  the  localitjr  to  tendinc^  downward  into  the  neck,  below 

which  the  sentient  root  of  the  tnge-  and  benind  the  an^le  of  the  jaw,  and 

minus  has  been  anatomically  followed,  upwards  in  the  direction  of  the  lobe 

If  induction  from  phpiological  facts  or  the  ear,  which  was  much  raised  and 

be  allowed,  it  is  not  improbable  that  projected  by  its  increase.     It  was  flat 

the  slowness  with  which  the  restoration  though  prominent,  having  a  smooth 

of  sensation  occurred  in  the  face,  copi-  surface,  generally  moveable,  but  some- 

paratively  with  the  period  of  its  return  what  adherent  at  the  neck,  and  towards 

ra  other  parts,  was  dependent  Qpon  the  the  angle  of  the  jaw. 
extenttowhichthever^rpoint  of  origin        It  was  not  painful,  but  perceptibly 

of  the  fifth  nerve  was  involved  in  the  on  the  increase,  so  that  deglutition  was 

pressure.    In  a  case  of  this  description,  at  times  impeded.     This  tumor  had 

if  the  clot  had  extended  in  its  bulk  existed  twelve  months,  and,  so  far  as 

beyond  the  median  line  of  the  pons,  the   patient   knows,    its   origin   was 

the  singular  pathological  experiment  strictlv  spontaneous.    Mr.  Travers  was 

would  niELve  been  performed  by  which  consultea,  and  the  operation  had  his 

a  complete  separation  would  have  been  sanction  and  superintendence, 

accomplished   between    the    sentient  •  The  patient  was  placed  in  the  sit- 
apparatus  of  the  cerebrum  and  that  of   ting  posture,  and  the  iiicisionr  extended 

the  cerebellum.    Even  under  the  par-  from  behind  the  ear  downwards  and 

tial  isolation  of  the  cerebellam,  which  forwards  towards  the  angle  of  the  jaw, 
happened  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Carlile,  a    below  and  behind  whioh  it  terminated, 

competent  physiologist,  if  confident  in  a  foil  inch  distant  from  that  process. 
the  accuracy  of  his  dia^oeis,  miebt    The  first  stage  of  the  dissection  was 

have  elicited  facts  of  no  inferior  value  quickly  completed,  leaving  the  snper- 

and  interest  to  the  physician.  ficial  investment  of  the  parotid  gland 
In  conclusion,  it  is  by  no  means  dc-    exposed  in  all  directions.     I  then  be- 
sirable  to  withhold  the  remark,  that  in    can  to  raise  the  growth  carefully  f^m 
contemplating    the    instructive   facts    Before  backwards,  dividing  freely  the 

795.~xxxf.  3  E 
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sty  lo-maxillaiy  insertion  of  the  fascia,  which  were  passing  through  the  wound 
and  laying  hare  the  iihres  of  the  mas-  for  many  days,  heing  aided  in  their 
seter  muscle.  In  cutting  the  fascia  an  escape  by  a  poultice.  Union  progressed 
artery  was  wounded,  and  secured  bv  rapidly  under  plaster  and  a  li^ht  com- 
ligature.  The  mass  was  now  mucn  press,  confined  oy  a  roller  earned  over 
loosened,  and  protruded  considerably,  the  vertex  and  occiput.  The  last  liga- 
discovering  its  bulk  to  be  far  greater,  ture  separated  kindly  within  the  first 
and  its  remaining  connexions  firmer,  fortnight,  and  there  now  remains  no- 
than  was  at  first  suspected.  Up  to  this  thing  but  a  linear  cicatrix,  interrupted 
point  nothing  had  appeared  but  the  by  a  small  chink,  through  which  a 
nealthy  though  expanded  texture  of  little  saliva  distils  during  mastication, 
the  parotid.  On  recommencing  the  There  is  another  consequence  of 
dissection  on  the  under  side  of  the  these  operations  to  which  this  case 
growth,  there  followed  upon  a  slight  offers,  for  the  present,  no  exception, 
touch  of  the  knife  a  sudden  protrusion  viz.  a  partial  paralysis  of  the  side  of 
of  an  apparently  steatomatous  mass,  the  face.  The  angle  of  the  mouth 
shelling  out  from  a  membranoiis  cap-  droops,  and  the  upper  eyelid  closes 
sule,  and  exceeding  two  inches  in  its  imperfectly.  Sensation  has,  on  the 
greatest  diameter.  This  was  pulled  contrary,  been  morbidly  excited,  and 
away  with  the  fingers.  The  collapsed  the  integuments  were,  lor  a  time,  sore 
cyst,  and  the  superincumbent  gland  to  and  swollen.  An  inspection  of  the 
which  It  belonged,  remained  to  be  gland,  which  is  now  in  the  museum  of 
removed.  This  (tissection  was  the  most  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  explains  the 
hazardous  and  difficult  part  of  the  cause  of  these  symptoms.  The  ramifi- 
operation,  for  the  pulsations  of  the  ca-  cations  of  the  racial  nerve  have  been 
rotid  artery  were  dearly  visible  in  the  in  part  removed.  Experience  has 
bed  of  the  wound,  which  was  now  of  shewn  that  this  is  an  unavoidable  con- 
considerable  depth,  and  bleeding  freely,  sequence  of  all  such  operations;  but 
Much  was  efifected  by  forcible  lacera-  from  the  testimony  of  authors*,  and 
tion,  aided  occasionally  by  delicate  other  considerations,  I  am  induced  to 
touches  with  the  point  of  the  knife,  tliink  that  motion  will  be  eventually 
In  this  manner  the  operation  was  com-  regained. 

pleted.  Just  before  its  close  a  consi-  There  were  present  at  this  operation 
derable  artery  was  divided  near  the  Mr.  Travers,  Mr.  Wakefield  of  BatUe 
neck  of  the  jaw.  This  was  secured  Bridge,  and  Mr.  Croft  of  Arthur  Street, 
with  some  difficulty.  I  believe  it  to  I  believe  the  general  impression  to 
have  been  the  transversalis  faciei,  very  have  been,  that  the  parotid  gland  was 
near  its  origin.  removed  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  following  parts  were  all  exposed  Some  molecular  pieces  no  doubt  still 
and  visible.  The  neck  of  the  lower  remain,  of  which  the  subsequent  se- 
jaw ;  the  whole  of  its  vertical  ramus,  cretion  is  an  evidence ;  but  that  the 
inclusive  of  the  angle ;  the  masseter  central  niass  of  the  oivan  was  extir- 
muscle  in  part ;  the  mastoid  process,  pated  I  entertain  no  doubt, 
and  attachment  of  the  sterno-mastoid  Whatever  anatomists  may  be  pleased 
muscle.  The  place  of  the  external  to  affirm  to  the  contrary,  the  possibi- 
carotid  was  marked  by  the  presence  of  lity  of  such  removal  has  been  con- 
strong  pulsation ;  but  I  do  not  affirm  firmed  by  repeated  experience.  1  will 
that  the  proper  external  coat  of  the  merely  allude  to  the  works  of  Velpean, 
vessel  was  seen.  Its  sheath,  I  believe,  Liston,  and  Warren,  amongst  otners, 
formed  the  boundary  of  the  gap  in  as  furnishing  abundant  proof  of  the 
that  direction.  The  patient  was  much  fact ;  and  I  may  here  refer  to  a  case 
exhausted  by  the  operation,  which  which  occurred  in  the  London  Hos- 
listed  about  twenty-five  minutes.  As  pital,  and  which  is  reported  in  your 
soon  as  the  circulation  had  recovered  joumalofthe  5th  February,  1831.  This 
a  full  opiate  was  given*  which  pro-  operation  was  performed  successfully 
cured  repose  rather  than  much  sleep,  by  Mr.  Luke,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the  for  the  foregoing  reference, 
after-management  of  the  case.    Hce-  Jan.  25,  isiS. 

morrhage    supervened    at     midnight,    ^  ,,.^  ^ zr 

owing    to  thrpartinff  of  a  ligature!  ^'^  Wwirenon Tumon. 
The  skin  was  oistended  by  soft  clots. 
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ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS.  Pharmacolngia  :  being  an  extended  In- 

quiry  into  the  Operations  of  Medici^ 

......           .     s    .. .    i.^«„,.«  ««'  Bodies,  upon  which  are  founded 

•*  L*Auteur  ae  tue  a  tllonger  ce  que  le  Iccteur  se  ,     ,-,,        »     *^  j   a   »     r  n          -i- 

toe  &  abr^er."--D'ALBM BERT.  ^he  Iheory  and  Art  of  Prescrtbina. 
By  J.  A.  Paris,  M.D.  Cantab.  F.R.S. 

Tie  PhwBical  Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  ^^  ^^-   .'^'''^^  ^^j^^^"'  'w  "f  ^^•"'  '"^ 

the   Lungs.      By  Walter    HArLi  order  to  incorpomte  the  latestdisco- 

logical  Anatomy  in  University  Col-  M^^«™  ^*^«^-  ^  ^°^-  ^^^'  PP"  ^^ 
lege.  Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  a  work  which  has  gone  through  nine 
Oonsumption,  &c.  London,  1843.  editions,  and  which  is  so  well  known 
8vo.  pp.  31/.  to,  and  deservedly  esteemed  by,  the 
This  is  a  work  of  great  merit  and  medical  profession,  as  is  Dr.  raris's 
utility,  condensing  the  most  ample  and  Pharmacologia,  reauires  no  eulogy 
well-digested  information  within  verV  from  us.  In  the  advertisement  to  the 
moderate  limits.  The  student  will  sixth  edition,  published  in  1825,  Dr. 
here  find  every  phenomenon  connected  Paris  states  that  upwards  of  ten  thon- 
with  the  physical  exploration  of  the  sand  copies  had  been  sold  within  a 
lungs  lucialy  described,  and  accurately  very  few  years.  Since  then  three  edi- 
referred  to  the  healthy  or  morbid  con-  tions  have  been  published, 
dition  of  which  it  is  indicative.  Com-  The  present  edition  has  been  en- 
piete  justice  is  done  to  the  subject  of  tirely  Prewritten.  It  is  divided  into 
auscultation,  while  that  of  percussion  three  parts :  the  first  treats  of  the 
deservedly  occupies  a  much  larger  ''  Revolutionary  History  of  the  Materia 
share  of  attention  than  is  usually  ue-  Medica ;"  the  second  is  *'  On  the  Phy- 
stowed  upon  it.  In  contemplating  the  Biological  and  Chemical  Action  of  Me- 
wider  range  of  phenomena  embraced  dicinal  Substances ;"  and  the  third  is, 
by  auscaltation,  we  are  too  apt  to  lose  "  On  the  Theoiv  and  Art  of  Prescrib- 
sight  of  the  far  greater  certainty  of  the  ing."  The  author  has  omitted  all  no- 
siens  afforded  by  percussion.  Dr.  tice  of  special  pharmacology.  His 
Walshe  has  also  given  proper  attention  reasons  for  doing  so  are  best  stated  in 
to  the  inspection  and  mensuration  of  lus  own  words : — 
the  chest,  and  to  other  minor  means  of  **  As  years  have  rolled  on,  the  works 
physical  exploration,  which  occasion-  of  my  younger  days  have  been  sue- 
ally  afford  considerable  aid  to  diag-  ceeded  by  others  which  have  kept  pace 
nosis.  with  the  successive  discoveries  of 
The  work  is  divided  into  three  parts,  science,  the  increasing  range  of  expe- 
The  first  contains  an  exposition  of  the  rience,  and  with  those  corrections  of 
various  methods  and  results  of  physical  theory,  and  refinements  of  nomencla- 
examination ;  the  second  embraces  a  tuje,  which  must  be  ever  progressive 
tabular  view  of  the  physical  causes  and  with  the  advancement  of  xnowledee. 
ordinary  seat  of  morbid  signs,  with  the  W»^may  now  be  said  to  possess  works, 
names  of  the  diseases  in  which  they  whose  authors  have  collected  the  scat- 
occur,  and  a  synopsis  of  the  physical  tered  rays  which  emanate  from  every 
si^s  of  diseases  of  the  lungs  ;  the  department  of  the  sciences,  in  order  to 
third  part  forms  a  commentary  on  the  illustrate  the  objects  of  tbeir  study, 
two  preceding,  and  affords  illustrations  The  Materia  Medica  of  Pereira,  and  the 
of  donbtful  points,  and  minute  distinc-  Dispensatory  of  Christison,  lie  on  the 
tions  and  details,  which,  if  earlier  in*  table  of  every  intelligent  practitioner 
troduced,  would  have  tended  to  embar-  without  a  rival ;  so  complete  andaccu- 
rass  the  student,  and  render  the  enun-  rate  do  I  consider  their  '  special  phar- 
ciation  of  simple  facts  less  perspicuous ;  macology,'  that  I  shall  for  the  future 
but  which,  in  the  place  judiciously  abstain  from  republishing  the  secpnd 
assigned  to  them  bv  Dr.  Walshe,  will  part  of  my  work,  which,  Uirough  eight 
be  found  highly  valuable  to  the  expe-  edirions,  has  been  devoted  to  its  inves- 
rienced^auscultator.  The  book  is  in  tigations;  and  for  this  omission  I  offer 
all  respects  an  excellent  one,  and  we  the  compensation  of  a  much  more  ex- 
can  conscientiously  recommend  it  as  tended  view  of  that  province  which  I 
equally  useful  to  the  student  and  prac-  must  continue  to  regard  as  peculiarly 
titioner.  my  own,  for  no  author,  of  the  least 
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repute,  has  hitherto  invaded  it — ^The  in   the  metropolitait  district      This 

PHiLosopHY  OP  Medicinal  Combina-  arises,  in  part,  from  the  number  of 

rfcf  iTK^'^xTp  PK^ta?.?  P-on-  lH*w^  20  a^d  40  yean,  of 

jjfQf'  age,  who  flock  to  London  and  settle 

We  know  not  whether  the  author  is  there ;  and,  partly,  from  the  inhabi* 
acquainted  with  a  gross  plaj^arism  tants  of  the  neighbouring  districts  pie- 
practised  on  his  work  by  a  continental  ^^  ^j,^  metropolis  as  the  place  of 
wnter*.  who  has  translated  verbahm  a  7®  _,  ,,V  .  *  x  t.  jj  j 
considerable  part  of  his  «  Pharmaco-  "aairiage.  To  this  might  be  added 
logia,"  including  the  entire  chapter  another  reason.  Marriage  is,  to  a  cer- 
"  On  the  Theory  and  Art  of  Prescrib-  tain  extent,  a  test  of  prosperity,  and 
ing,"  without  acknowledgment,  ^he  most  skilful  and  thriving  work- 

Dr.  Pans's  work  contains  a  great  ^^  «  i  ^  t  j  *v-:- 
mass  of  useful  and  important  phama-  ^^^  naturally  select  London  as  their 
cological  information,  both  theoretical  residence.  In  every  district  except  the 
and  practical,  on  topics  not  discussed  south-eastern,  the  proportion  of  mar- 
in  other  works  either^ritish  or  foreign,  rfages  was  smaller  in  1841  than  in 

To  it,  therefore,  all  succeeding  wnters     ,o!x      _j  .*  _  av.  « ^ 

on  these  subjects  must  be  indebted;  *^5  f^^lLTV'^P""  *^*  *?™'* 

and  every  intelligent  student  and  prac-  yew*  with  1839,  the  proportion  of  mar- 

titioner  must  have  recourse  to  it,  if  riages  was  smaller  in  seven  districts 

they  desire  to  be  on  a  level  with  the  out  of  the  eleven  j  so  that  it  might  not 

existing  condition  of  our  knowledge  of  y^  hypercritical  to  attribute  the  dimi- 

the  actions  of  medicines,  and  the  pnn-  .^v.    *r,At  ^   xi.    ^    .    •    v         » 

ciples  and  art  of  prescribing.  nution  m  1841  to  the  first  pmchmgs  of 

_^^^^^^^^_____________^^  commercial  embarrassment. 

The  proportion  of  men  and  women 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  who  marry  while  minora  varies  consi- 

F^^day,  February  24, 1843.  ^^^^^  jf  ^'^^0.?^  ""^  ^^'^  ^^ 

^        ^  dom.     Out  of  367,894  couples  who 

were  married  in  the  three  years  ending 

**  Licet  omnibns,  licet  etiam  mihi,  diiriiitiitein     t.,«-.  1041     A^a  .^«  ^a««*  ^f  «i«a ^ 

AfiiM  Medico  tneri;  potestu  modo  vef iendi  in  J»l»e  1841,  4-69  per  cent  of  the  meft, 

pnbliciim  dt,  dicendi  pericaium  wm.  lecuio."  and  13*78  per  cent,  of  the  women  were 

__                CicBBo.  iju^gj.  j^gg.  \j^^  while,  in  the  south 

midland  district,  the  ratios  were  20*6 
per  cent  of  women,  and  7*57  of  men, 
in  the  metropolitan  they  were  only  7*70 

Thb  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Regis-  among  the  women,  and  1  -69  among  the 

trar-6eneral  is  now  lying  before  us.  men. 

It  contains  an  abstract  of  the  births,  The  remarkable  fact,  to  which  we 

deaths,  and  marriages  in  England  and  have  befoie  requested  the  attentimi  of 

Wales  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  our  readcra,  that  large  masses  of  the 

1841 ;  with  some  brief  comments  by  population  of  England  are  so  nnedn- 

Mr.  Graham,  the  Registrar-General,  cated,  that  they  cannot  even  write  the» 

and  veiy  copious  ones  by  Mr,  Farr.  own  names,  continues  to  be  attested  by 

We  will  touch  upon  a  few  of  them.  these  registers.    On  the  average  of  the 

It  appeare  that  the  proportion  of  three  years,  33  men  m  100,  and  49  wo- 

marriages  to  the  population  is  greatest  men  in  100,  signed  with  marks.    The 

proportion  varies  extremely  in  diflereni 

co;SiS'"^5S;e*drj.^^S;i^^^^  ^^^^^     Thus  is  men  out  of  lOO  in 

tuj,  lean  compoeitioM  officiMlM,  lenr  appUcA-  Cumberland  used  marks,  19  ift  West- 

lion  an  diveraet  miladies,  Unsi  qn'one  diner-  ,,-i.^,        ,,,          >« 

tatioD  eur  Tart  de  les  prescrive  d'aprea  daa  moreland,  Northumberland,  and  the 

SlSd!%4''~  **  .cienti V«."    a  Tola.  svo.  g^  j^^^^  ^^  york ;  but  46  in  Wo^ 
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«e8tcr8hire,47inSuflblk,and52inBcd-  long.    Mr.  Farr  is  only  a  semi-Mal- 

fordshire.  thusian,  and  does  not  adopt  all  the 

It  might  seem  strange  at  first,  that  theories  of  that  celebrated  economist, 

while  the  metropolitan  disirict  ranks  He  hints,  indeed,  that  the  women  of 

at  the  head  of  this  educational,  list,  Bedfordshire     and     Huntingdonshire 

having  only  12  per  cent  of  men,  and  need  not  marry  as  early  as  they  do ; 

24  per  cent  of  women,   among  the  but  then  a  note  on  the  same  page  gives 

markers,    the   neighbonring   counties  the  antidote  to  this  recommendation  in 

should  stand  much  lower,  and  some  of  the  shape  of  a  quotation  from  the 

them  close  to  the  bottom  of  the  cata-  Nota  Atalanii^ 

logue,   in  the  regions  of  intellectual  Nor  does  Mr.  Farr  hold  with  those 

flight!     Hertford   is  actually  below  melancholy  Malthusians,  who  fancy 

Wales,  and  her  marksmen  and  marks*  that  while  population  increases  m  geo- 

women  outnumber  her  writers  f    How  metrical   progression,   the   means   of 

is  this  P    The  explanation  is,  no  doubt,  subsistence  increase  only  in  arithmeti- 

to  be  partly  sought  in  the  fact  we  cal  progression.     The  population  of 

alleged  above,  that  the  choicest  (and  England  has  nearly  doubled  in  the 

consequently  the  best-educated)  work*  last  forty  yean ;  but  has  not  the  quan- 

men  throng  to  London,  and  thus  give  tity  of  food  doubled  also  P    Clearly ; 

it  a  credit  which  does  not  altogether  and  has  not  the  same  agreeable  pheno-* 

belong  to  it    Hence  it  reaps  the  best  taken  place  in  France,  Prussia,  Auei- 

fruit,  not  only  of  its  own  schools,  bat  tria,  and  every  prosperous  European 

of  those  in  the  rest  of  the  kingdom :—  state  P    Unquestionably ;  and  therefore 

^  ,„  ^             ^    .                         ..  the  contrary  doctrine  is  merely  a  phi- 

losophical  puzzle,  like  those  with  which 

Still,  this  must  not  be  taken  as  a  de*  the  sophists  of  old  used  to  recreate 

fence  of  the  Bosotian  state  of  Hertford-  their  auditors ;  it  should  be  left  exclu* 

ahire.  sively   to   professed   hypochondriacs, 

The  total  number  of  buildings  be^  being  what  is  vulgarly  but  expressively 

longing  to  dissenters,  and  registered  called  "  all  gammon." 

for  the  solemnization  of  marriages,  up  Under  the  head  of  Statistical  No- 

to  June  30,  1842,    was   1922.     The  sology,  Mr.  Farr  has  given  a  list  of 

number  of  sects  in  the  list  is  f&r  smaller  names  for  the  use  of  those  who  return 

than  would  be  popularly  supposed,  as  the  eauses  of  death  in  the  bills  of  mor- 

it  scarcely  exceeds  two  dozen.  Among  tality.    The  first  column  contains  the 

the  rarer,  or  less  known  sects,  we  may  names  recommended ;    and  the  syno* 

taendon  the  *'  Relief  Synod,  or  Church,"  nymes,  which  may  be  used  at  the  discre- 

who  have  five  such  registered  build-  tion  of  the  practitioner,  are  placed  op- 

ings,  all  situated  in  Northumberland  posite.    Thus  in  the  first  column  we 

or  Durham ;  the  Swiss  protestants,  who  have    hronckiiif,    and  opposite  to  it; 

have  one  in  Middlesex ;  and  the  Chris*  "  Inflammation  of  the  air  tubes,  catarrh^ 

tian  Israelites,  who  have  two,  one  iii  tracheitis ;  peripneumonia  notha." 

Yorkshire,  the  other  in  Lancashire.  The  selection  of  names  for  the  first 

The  Independents,  or  Congregatkm-  column   is  excellent;   few    of  them 

alists,  on  the  other  hand,  have  798  of  being  either  strange  in  themselves,  or 

these  Temples  of  Hymen,  being  more  un&miliar  to  the  British  practitioner, 

than  a  third  of  the  whole  mass.  We  do  not,  however,  like  diphlheria. 

The  first  paper  by  Mr.  Farr  is  on  which  occupies  the  pl&ce  of  honour, 

Population,  which  need  not  detain  us  nearly  so  wdl  as  angina  mtmhranaeta^ 
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which  stands  opposite ;  instead  of  n«-  Next  comes  a  very  useful  paper  ;  ii 

cusiot  which  will  never  make  its  way  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  diseases,  and 

in  the  world,  we  would  propose  dis'  causes  of  death,  nearly  all  of  which 

sectors'    disease  ;   and  we  would   say  have  been  met  with  in  the  registers— 

granulated  or  tuberculated  liver,  instead  with  references  to  the  statistical  noso* 

of  "  cirrhosis."  logy  previously  given. 

Bright's  disease  is  called  in  the  first  Some  of  the  terms  in  this  list  are 
column  "  granular  disease  of  the  kid-  very  strange,  and  occasionally  inexpli- 
neys,  or  nephria."    We  have  no  ob-  cable.  Thus  we  find  abstraction  of  the 
jection  to  the  first  name,  but  the  second  brain,    bkeves,    bowel   hives,   crick, 
is  very  bad,  as  it  would  be  constantly  croak,  gouche,  and  heart  hives.    The 
confounded  with  nephritis,  which  has  thrush  has  many  rustic  names^  such 
its  separate  place  in    the  catalogue,  as,  frog,  frox,  throcks^  lily. 
Dr.  Young,   after   giving  Linnceus's  Here  are  a  few  more.    "  Inflamma- 
aphorism of  classification,  that  "generic  tion  of  the  rim  of  the  belly"  means 
names  very  nearly   resembling  each  inflammation     of     the     diaphragm ; 
other  are  likely  to  cause  confusiooi"  "  yellowart"  stands  for  jaundice ;  and 
adds ;    ''  for  instance,   Synochus  and  **  thrift"  remains  uninterpreted.  "  Span 
Synocha.    In  fact,  words  formed  for  of  the  back"  perhaps  means  dislocation 
one  language,  should  be  capable  of  or  subluxation  of  the  spine,  from  the 
being  translated  into  another,  so  as  to  Gennan  spasmm,  to  stretch   out,   to 
retain  their  sense,  independentiy  of  any  strain.  Of  *'  surfeit"  Mr.  Farr  observes, 
termination,  which  must  be  peculiar  to  that  it  is  an  old  term,  and  was  formerly 
a  single  language,  or  to  others  most  applied  to  cholera.    Rather  perhaps, 
nearly  related  to  it"*  as  Johnson  defines  it,  to  "  sickness  or 
Mr.  Farr  seems  to  wish  to  reduce  satiety  caused  by  overfulness ;"  though 
this  error  into  a  system,  and  thinks  the  connection  with  cholera  may  ap» 
that  pure  inflammations  might  be  dis-  pear  from  Bacon,  who  says,  that  "  sur- 
tinguished  from  those  which  super-  feit  many  times  turns  to  purges,  both 
vene  in  cachexies,  and  in  the  course  of  upwards  and  downwards." 
other  diseases,  by  restricting  the  ter-  Of  **  planet-stroke"  Mr.  Farr  jusUy 
mination  tfi«  to  the  former,  and  ia  to  observes  that  it  is  vague,  and  queries 
the  latter.    Thus  "  simple  inflamma-  whether  it  may  be  equivalent  to  apo- 
tion  of  the  lungs  would  be  designated  plexy,  parlaysis,  or  mania.    We  rather 
pneumontiM;  the  inflammation  of  the  conjecture  that  it   was  formerly  ap- 
lungs  occurring  in  small-pox  '  pneu-  plied  to  those  who  wasted  away  with- 
monta.' "  out  any  obvious  cause,  to  cases  of  ma- 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe  that  rasmus  or  atrophy,    Johnson  defines 
this  scheme  would  add  most  largely  planet-struck"  blasted  ;#u^fa/Pa/flc«." 
to  the  confusion  of  medical  nomen-  The    last  of  these  terms  we   will 
clature ;  and  the  coterie  who  used  the  mention    is   "  wearying."       It   may 
new  names  would  be  obliged  to  add  an  possibly  be  the  disease  which  Darwin 
interpretation  for  the  use  of  the  re-  calls /(et/ium  otf« ;  but  is  more  probably 
mainder  of  the  therapeutic  common-  intended  for  a  kind  of  heart-broken 
wealth.  lassitude. 

Mr.  Farr  then  gives  an  essay  on 

•  Medical  Literature,  2d  edition,  p.  28.   Syno-  Nomenclature,  in  which  he  proposes, 

c1iiuandBynocbamrefh>niCullea;  Magcndiehaa  or  half  proposes,  a  whole   cluster  of 

v^atrine  and  tiratrin  to  express  two  different  .,,       ,f                  *.',.                     i 

substances.  j^onnM/oiresM^r.  pp.  161,  arid  161.  intolerable  names  for  disease,  such  as 


UiST  REPORT  OF  THE  RE6ISTRAR.6ENERAL.                   791 

pyencephaluSy  choirencephalus,  card-  temperature  attained  in  the  year  was 

nopneumon,  carcimamma,  &c.    Let  us  83^,  the  lowest  was  21^." 

do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he  does  On  examining  the  tahle  which  is 

not  insist  on  their  adoption ;  and  while  given  of  the   mean   temperature,  as 

he  affirms  that  hsmencephalus,  necren-  observed  at  the  apartments  of  the  Royal 

cephalus,  hyperencephalus,  and  hyper-  Society,  we  see  that  January  is  the 

cardia  may  be  advantageously  adopted,  coldest  month  in  the  year,  and  tha^ 

he  acknowledges  that,  in  other  cases,  every  following  month  is  warmer  than 

it  will  be  simpler  to  write,  cancer  of  than  the  preceding  one  up  to  July  in- 

the   breast,   liver,  brain,  tl)^n   three,  elusive;  and  every  month  after  July 

compound   names ;    '*  and  more  con-  cooler  than  the  preceding  one.    This 

venient  to  describe  the  disease  by  the  rule  is  drawn  finom  the  mean  of  ten 

addition   of   the    locality  affected,  as  years,  but  exceptions,  of  course,  occur 

'  cancer  of  the  tongue,' *  of  the  cesopha-  in  single  ones.    Thus,  in  1839,  the 

gus,' '  of  the  stomachy'  *  of  the  colon,'  mean  temperature  of  June  was  62i^,  of 

&c.,  than  to  invent  specific   names,  of  July  62^,  and  of  August  also  62^. 

which  are  only  required  in  the  place  of  ^  The  reigning  epidemic  of  1840  was 

descriptions,  when  the  things  or  facts  scarlet-fever.      The  deaths  from  this 

have  to  be  frequently  considered  or  disease    during  three   years  were  as 

mentioned."    Soon  afterwards,  a  horde  follows :  — 

of  new  names  is  introduced  to  signify  isss.           i839.            iS40. 

the  diseases  produced  by  sundry  poi-  5,802        10,315        19,816. 

sons ;  argyria-  for  the  malady  caused  The  deatlis  put  down  to  ascites  and 

by  the  salts  of  silver ;  cy/ma  for  the  to  dropsy  in  the  three  years  are — 

one  induced  by  the  oxides  and  salts  of  igs^,         y^^^        i^^^ 

copper;    and  morphinia  bearing   the  Ascites  .         63         120         200. 

same  relation  to  morphine.  Dropsy  .  13,342    12,251     13,261. 

Nay  more,  in  accordance  with  the  The    enormous    preponderance    of 

old  theory  lately  revived,  by  which  number   under    the   vague   bead    of 

many  diseases  are  supposed  to  depend  "dropsy,"  shows  how  little  progress 

•on   specific    poisons    fermenting    the  has  been  made  in  diagnosis,  or  else 

blood,  Mr.  Parr  wishes  to  fit  each  such  how    carelessly   the    certificates    are 

disease  with  a  new  name  for  its  "zy-  filled  dp;  and  Mr.  Farr  assures  us  that 

motic  principle."    Thus  the  zymotic  nearly  as  many  cases  of  simple  dropsy 

principle  of  scarlatina  is  to  be  called  are  registered  in  the  London  hospitals, 

scarlatiuine,  of  pertussis,  periuisine,  of  as  out  of  doors  in  private  practice, 

typhus,  typhine,  and  of  cholera,  ckok-  In  1840,  there  were  14  deaths  from 

rine  ;  of  hydrophobia  Cto  be  re-named  inflammation  of  the  spinal  marrow,  the 

ly$$a)  lytiine,  and  so  on.    Let  us  fer-  ages  of  the  patients  varying  from  13 

ventlyhope  that  none  of  these  terms  days  to  65  years.    It  would  be  desirable 

may  be  adopted :  to  know  whether  these  cases  are  set 

Du  m.uo™  pih.  ««««.,p»  hortibu.  m™  1  ^'>'!» '° "  "y/""*"  '"««'iy '«»"» the 

conjecture    of    the    practitioners,,  or 

But  enough  of  this.    It  appears  that  horn  the  results  of  post-mortem  ex- 

•*the  mean  temperature  of  the  year  amination. 

1843  was  50°  of  Fahrenheit.    It  was  Under  the  head  of  "  violence"  we 

0-8  below  the  mean  annual  temperature  find  the  death  of  a  person  set.  14,  at- 

of  the  ten  years  1831-40,  but  higher  tnbuted  to  an  overdose  of  calomel ; 

than  any  year  since  1835.    The  highest  a  man  set.  26,  sacrificed  to  Morison's 
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pills  s  four  infants  killed  by  Godfrey's    Kuearehet  mto  Ue    CamueHom  tmkUmf 

cordial :  and  a  child  aoed  one  vear,  de-        between  an  unnatural  degree  qf  Compres- 

-^««-^   >.     -     1,-        •*    -^  *v;  1.  qf  f^e  Blood  contained  in  the  Renal 

stroyed  by  sucking  its  mother,  who       ^^.^^  ^  ^^  p^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^. 

was  under  the  influence  of  the  fumes  normal  ^Mailere  in  the  Urine.  —  By 
of  white  lead.  We  might  pursue  this  Gborob  RoBiysoN,  M.R.C.S.L.  — 
gleaning  of  facts,  but  our  limits  warn        ^.^"pIr.I!]'^  ^^  Marshall  Hall. 

us  to  cease.    The  reader  who  shrinks       ««.      ..  .  i.    ^  .  - 

-  ^    ,.  r       ^     *  j:  The  author  commenced  by  briefly  ename- 

from  penetrating  a  forest  of  figures    „tiiig  the  adTuntageB  which  the  kidoey  pre. 

without  aid,  will  find  Mr.  Farr  an  ad-  sented  for  an  experimental  mvestigatioQ  of 

mirable  conductor  J  under  his  guidance  ^e  laws  r«gulaUng  cfl'aidon.    This  organ 

It  unll  Ka  could    be « readily    exposed    m  the  lower 

11  wiu  oe  animals,  without  the  infliction  of  much  pain 

*<  A  mighty  masa,  but  not  withoat  a  plan  l"  or  injury,  and  its  artery,  vein,  and  duct,  ae- 

parately  secured  by  ligature.  The  importance 

of  Mr.   Bowman's    recent   discoveries,   in 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRUROICAL  enabling  us  better  to  understand  the  mecha. 

SOCIETY.  msm  of  the  prooeto,  was  also  alluded  to. 

February  14,  1S43.  '^^  experiments,  34  in  number,  were 

D».  Addison  w  TH«  Chair.  divWedinto  two  chief  classes. 

Hie  1st  being  intended  to  ilhntrate  the 

peculiarities  of  venous  obstniction,  oontatned 

An  Account  qf  an  unueually  large  Biliary  the  results  of  20  experiments. 

Caleulua,  voided  bg  the  Rectum.  By  The  2d,  having  for  its  object  the  ezplana- 
Jambs  Arthur  Wilson,  M.D.  Physi-  tion  of  some  of  the  effects  of  increased  deter- 
dan  to  St.  George's  Hospital.  mination  of  blood,  contained  14  experiments. 
Thr  patient  in  this  case  was  a  gentleman,  The  experiments  are  given  in  detail,  but  oar 
aged  73,  of  temperate  habits,  and  who  had  >P&ce  will  only  allow  us  to  state  the  con. 
resided  in  the  West  Indies  the  greater  part  elusions  the  author  draws  from  them, 
of  his  eariy  life.  The  calculus  was  voided  After  some  remarks  on  the  morbid  ap- 
with  fluid  fteces  from  the  rectum,  after  pearances  met  with  in  certain  of  the  above 
many  days  of  exhaustion  by  hiccough  and  experiments,  and  which  seemed  to  be  ana- 
vomiting.  The  early  symptoms  were  con-  logus  to  changes  occasionally  occurring  in 
stipation,  loss  of  appetite,  and  sickness,  sue-  ^^  human  kidney,  the  paper  eoncluded  by 
oeeded  by  jaundice.  Within  a  fortnight  the  expressing  the  author's  opinion- 
urine  and  fkces  recovered  their  natural  ap-  1*  That  the  process  of  the  effusion  of 
pearance,  the  jaundice  disappeared,  and  the  albumen,  and  lymph,  through  the  coats  of 
patient  resumed  his  usual  pursuits.  Shortly,  the  vessels  of  the  living  body,  is  dependant 
however,  all  the  urgent  symptoms  returned,  ^'Of  ^^  regulated  by  the  degree  of  tiie  oom- 
with  frequent  severe  hiccough,  and  for  two  pression  of  the  blood  contained  in  tbon 
days  the  case  seemed  to  be  verging  to  a  ▼essels. 

fatal  terminatinn.  On  Dec.  17,  the  bowels.  For  the  production  of  an  intense  degree 
long  previously  inactive  under  lai^  doses  of  ^f  compressiou,  the  co-operation  of  two 
purgatives,  bqgan  spontaneously  to  relieve  essential  causes  is  required — the  momentum 
themselves,  and  gave  passage  to  a  calculus  ^^  ^^^  arterial  blood  derived  from  the  con- 
as  large  as  a  full-sized  walnut,  when  all  the  tractions  of  the  ventricle  constitutes  the 
uinent  symptoms  gradaally  and  entirely  ^orco  which  produces  the  compression ;  but 
subsided.  »  *  counter-resistance  is  required  before  the 
The  author  alludes  to  another  case  which  latter  state  can  occur,  it  is  only  when  some 
occurred  At  St.  George's  Hospital,  in  which  obstruction  to  the  free  passage  of  the  blood 
after  death  "  a  round  calculus  as  large  as  a  through  the  smaller  vessels  exists  tiiat  the 
walnut"  was  found  impacted  in  the  ductus  effects  of  undue  compression  are  perceptible, 
communis  hepaticus.  He  concludes  by  ob-  '^a  the  amount  of  the  momentum  of  the 
serving,  that  there  is  an  inference  from  these  arterial  blood,  and  the  completeness  of  the 
cases  of  biliary  eoncretion  that  may  with  obstruction  vary  in  different  instances,  so 
advantage  be  remembered  in  our  diagnods  ^H  the  nature  of  the  effusion, 
of  jaundice  and  constipation,  vis.  that  the  ,  ^-  That  simple  compression  of  the  blood 
progress  of  gall-stones  through  the  ducts  i^  i^  smaller  vesseb  will  cause  the  exudation 
(even  when  inordinate  in  their  dimensions),  of  liquid  albumen,  of  coagulating  lymph, 
is  not  disproved  by  the  absence  of  pain  in  "od  the  escape  of  blood.  And  as  both  the 
the  epigastrium.  essential  causes  of  undue  oompression  are 

^— ;  known  to  exist  in  inflammation,  it  is  but 

*eesonable  to  conclude  that  the   primary 
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•ffeoU  of  the  latter,  which  are  identical  with  which  she  was  con6ned  to  bed  for  seven 

those  of  andue  compressioo,  are  the  mere  weeks.     She  was  salivated ,  and  got  well,  and 

consequences  of  that  physical  cause.  somewhat  regained  her  flesh  and  colour,  but 

3.  That  there  is  no  relation  between  the  has  never  had  so  much  colour  as  she  had 
composition  of  the  effused  matters  and  the  before  the  ague.  During  the  attack  of  rheu- 
extent  of  the  dilatation  of  the  coats  of  the  matic  fever  she  had  pain  in  the  left  side  of 
vessels,  as  measured  by  the  quantity  of  blood  the  chest ;  and  ever  since  then  she  has  been  . 
they  contain.  To  establish  this  point  more  subject  to  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  head» 
clearly,  part  of  a  table,  shewing  the  relative  worse  always  in  the  erect  posture  and  in 
weights  of  the  healthy  and  engorged  kidneys,  damp  weather,  but  not  felt  at  any  particular 
and  the  composition  of  the  urine,  was  read,  time  of  the  day.     She  has  also  had  pain  in 

4.  That  a  gradually  increased  quantity  of  the  right  side,  and  shooting  pain  in  the  right 
blood  may  be  directed  to  the  vessels  of  a  arm  and  shoulder,  and  cramps  in  the  legs, 
particular  oigan  without  causing  any  un-  The  catamenia  were  regular  till  she  had  the 
natural  compression  of  that  fluid.  ague :  they  ceased  when  she  had  the  rhen* 

5.  But  the  concluding  experiments  shew  matic  fever,  and  did  not  return  for  three 
that  if  the  quantity  thus  determined  be  con-  months  after ;  but  since  then  they  have  been 
aiderably  and  suddenly  increased,  then  some  regular  aa  to  time,  but  scanty  in  quantity 
of  the  effects  of  undue  compression  of  the  and  pale  in  colour. 

blood  will  be  produced.  During  the  last  six  months  she  has  been 
getting  thinner  and  paler,  and  has  had  some 

ppf  TOWPQ'  PTTVIPAT   PRT7F  «hortnes8  of  breathing  and   more  cough; 

FELLOWES    CLINICAL  PRIZE  ^^d  it  has  not  left  her,  as^  hitherto,  at  this 

REPORTS.  time  of  the  year, 

n.  A,...,.  T  Ta»o«%»»  The  present  attack  she  dates  to  March 

Om»«lt,  College  Hoq..t.I.18«J.  ^^  ^^^new  of  breathing.  .  very  b«l 

[Ck>ntinued  from  p.  718.]  cough,  and  pain  in  the  cheat.     She  was  con- 

"^^    ,          .    ,      •      .  fined  to  her  bed  for  a  few  days,  and  thengoC 

Case  Vl.-^Extremeljf  weil-marked ffeneral  y^^^^  for  a  time ;  but  lately  the  cough  and 

anemia,  wUk  hypertrophy  of  the  heart ;  rfjortness  of  breath  have  been  more  trouble- 

obetructhe  dUeaee  ^  the  aortic  tatvee,  ^j^^^  ^^  ^i^^  expectoration  has  for  a  month 

and  ineipietit  phthiiiM  pujmonatie.     The  been  tinged  with  blood.     She  has  never  spit 

anttmia  cured  by  the  adnUnistratton  qf  fcipoa  at  any  time,  except  in  this  slight 

citrate  tffiron,  ^e,  quantity,  just  enough  to  tinge  the  sputa  red, 

Jamb  Lansley,  tttat.  21,  admitted  June  and  that  chiefly  in  the  morning:  for  about 

2,   1842,  under  Dr.    Taylor.      A    young  the  same  period  she  has  perspired  at  night  a 

woman  of  tall  and  moderately  stout  oonfor-  good  deal,  generally  finding  herself  covered 

m^ion ;  very  pale,  and  rather  sallow  com-  with  perspiration  if  she  wakes  up  in  the 

?lexion  and  sanguineo-nervous  temperament,  night.  During  the  last  fortnight  her  legs 
s  a  native  of  Dorsetshire,  but  has  been  have  swelled  a  good  deal  in  the  day-time ; 
living  in  London  for  two  years  as  servant  of  the  swelling  generally  subsiding  in  the  night, 
all  work.  Her  habits  of  life  have  been  The  feet  have  not  been  subject  to  get  cold ; 
regular ;  has  always  had  enough  to  eat  and  indeed,  she  says  they  are  often  very  warm. . 
drmk ;  never  drank  to  excess ;  parents  both  The  present  symptoms  are  as  follows  : — 
livingand  healthy,  and  several  brothers  andsis-  The  body  generidly  is  not  at  all  emaciated,  but 
tersalso  tolerably  healthy.  None  of  the  family  the  flesh  is  rather  flabby ;  the  surface  is  warm 
are  subject  to  any  particular  complaint,  but  and  moist ;  the  countenance  is  very  pale,  and 
she  thinks  some  of  her  mother's  family  died  of  has  a  slightly  sallow  tinge  ;  the  expression 
consumption.  Is  naturally  rather  weakly,  rather  heavy  and  languid;  the  lips,  gums,  and 
but  never  ill  till  within  the  last  year  or  two.  conjunctivs,  are  very  pale ;  has  slight  head- 
During  the  last  three  winters  she  has  had  a  ache,  much  worse  sometimes  than  at  others, 
good  deal  of  cough,  attended  generally  with  and  easiest  in  the  semi-recumbent  posture, 
expectoration  of  phlegm,  and  occasionally  If  she  moves  suddenly  she  feels  giddy,  and 
pain  in  the  side ;  she  was  worse  the  winter  has  palpitation  of  the  heart.  At  times  she 
before  last,  and,  in  consequence,  she  went  has  noises  in  the  ears,  and  dimness  of  vision, 
home  to  Langley,  near  Andover,  which  la,  and  a  strong  light  pains  the  eyes.  Her 
she  says,  a  wet  place,  but  the  people  are  not  spirits  are  very  variable  ;  she  generally  feels 
subject  to  ague.  She,  however,  soon  had  heavy ;  sleeps  a  good  deal,  but  is  much  dis- 
•n  attack  of  ague,  which  lasted  four  months,  turbed  by  frightful  dreams  :  there  is  no  pain 
It  was  at  first  of  the  tertian  type,  but  towards  or  tenderness  along  the  spine  ;  the  breathing 
the  end  it  became  quotidian.  Almost  im-  is  quick,  especially  after  any  exertion  or 
mediately  after  her  recovery  from  this  she  excitement ;  she  has  a  slight  cough,  and 
inadvertently  slept  in  a  damp  bed ;  and  this  expectorates  a  viscid  tenacious  mucus  strong- 
produced  an  attack  of  rheumatic  fever,  with  ly  tinged  with  streaks  of  blood ;  if  she  takes 
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a  deq>  inspiration  it  gives  her  pain  at  the  ia  not  less  than  it  was.    The  inspiration  ii 

stemnm  ;    tongue  rather  tamid,  pale  and  "  mde"  under  clavicles,  more  so  under  the 

flabby,  not  furred ;  the  appetite  pretty  good ;  left  than  under  the  right ;  percussion  much 

bowels  regular  at  present,  but  are  apt  to  be  the  same  as  befbre ;   appetite  good ;    tb« 

costive  ;  urine  plentiful,  of  a  pale  very  tur-  medicine  does  not  diMgree  with  her  now. 

bid  yellow  colour,   specific  gravity  1010;  Extra  full  diet, 

reaction  very  slightly  add.     Heat  and  li*  ^  ,       „, 

quor  potasss  throw  down  a  copious  flaky  ,  9th.— Sleeps  very  weU  now,  end  does  not 

precipitate  of  the  phosphates.  <1'^«*™  «>  ^^^  ««  »^c  used  to  do ;  the  legs 

PAvMical  «^JM.— The  sound  on  percussion  do  not  sweU  much ;   the  lips  and  cheeks  are 

is  too  duU  under  both  cUvides ;  there  U  decidedly  gaming  colour ;  she  fiecte  stronger ; 

not    much   difference    between    the    two  *»*  less  palpitation  of  the  heart  when  she 

sides   close    to    the   cUvides,    but   about  moves  ;    pulse   76,  moderate  in  size  and 

two  inches  lower  down  the  left  side  is  rather  "^n^ ;  the  bowels  keep  regular  without 

the  duller  of  the  two.     Percussion  is  also  ^^^^  »>d  of  mediane. 

duU  in  both  supra-Bcapular  fossa:  no  marked  1 1th.— -Had  slight  headache  and  giddi- 

diffei«noe  between  the  two.    The  vocal  vi-  f «»  yesterday,  but  they  are   gone  now ; 

bradon  is  more  perceptible  to  the  hand  under  *»«»  ^ery  UtUc  cough,  except  when  she  first 

the  right  than  under  the  left  clavicle.    The  '^"e*  »«»  ^e  morning;   the  murmur  with 

rcspiiatory  njormur  is  too  rough,  and  loud  t^e  first  sound  of  the  heart  is  not  heard  so 

under  both  clavicles,  and  on  the  left  side  is  distincdy  at   the    apex    as    intermediately 

rather  bronchial ;  and  there  is  a  similar  dif-  between  this  and  the  base,  becoming  gradu- 

ferenoe  in  the  two  supra-scapular  fossie.  "^7  fainter  and  fainter  from  the  base  towards 

The  heart's  action  is  rather  quick ;  the  ^^  *pe» ;  it  is  of  much  the  same  diaracter 

impulse  rather  strong  and  somewhat  too  "^  '^^  situations,  differing  only  in  degree, 

extended,  as  also  is  the  cardiac  duhiess.  13th.— Feels  stronger  altogether;   deeps 

The  first  sound  is  accompanied  with  a  rough  ^eU;  *>?*  ,»till  dreams  a  good  deal ;   feeU 

"  bruit  de  soufllet,"  heardchiefly  atthe  base  pddy  if  she  stoops ;   the  legs  still  swdl  a 

of  the  heart,  but  heard  also  at  the  top  of  the  kittle  dunng  the  day-time ;   she  complained 

sternum  and  in  the  carotids.    There  is  a  ^  P^  "»  o^e  of  them  last  night ;  pulse  6^, 

murmur  also  heard  at  the  apex,  at  the  same  reg^^iar  ^d  rather  small ;  venous  murmur 

time,  not  so  loud  as  that  at  the  base,  but  of  ^^"  distinct ;  tongue  pde  and  flabby ;  the 

the  same  character ;  between  the  base  and  appetite  is  rather  better  than  it  has  been  for 

apex  there  is  less  murmur  than  at  dthec  of  ^^^  ^^^  V^f  ^>etter  than  it  was  when  she 

these  situations.    The  pulse  is  100,  regular,  <^™c  '^*  dthough  she  then  stated  that  it  was 

and  tolerably  full.     The  duhiess  over  the  K^od ;   bowels  regular ;   urine  quite  clear, 

liver  seems  to  be  increased  in  extent,  reach-  natural  in  colour,  sp.  gr.  1012,  reaction  acid, 

ing  above  the  right  nipple,  and  as  low  down  Aug.  Feiri  Citratum  ad.  gr.  ix.  pro  dod, 

*             .                 T  *    .  A  15th. — Countenance  much  improved ;  the 

P>  Fern  Citratis,  gr.  v. ;  Infusi  Aurantu,  expresdon  far  more  cheerful ;  continues  to 

5is8.  ft.  haust.  ter  die  sumendus.     Full  gain  colour  and  strength ;  both  the  murmun 

diet,  and  half  a  pint  of  porter  ddly.  ^^e  distinct ;   urine  scanty,  sp.  gr.  1026 ; 

June  4th.— She  took  two  doses  of  the  reaction  add ;   colour  much  darker  than  it 

medidne  yesterday.     The  second  dose  made  was ;  contains  a  copious  dond  of  mucus, 

her  vomit  about  half  an  hour  after  taking  it,  1 7th.— ^Improving  gradually ;    the  urine 

and  she  has  had  slight  headache  since.    This  increased  iu  quantity,  sp.  gr.  1024  ;  reaction 

morning  also  she  felt  sick  after  taking  it,  pretty  strongly  add  ;  very  turbid ;  heat  clears 

but  did  not  vomit.    The  cough  was  trouble-  it,  and  so  does  nitric  add,  and  deepens  the 

some  in  the  night ;  there  is  less  expectora-  colour  with  effer-  vesoenoe. 

tion,  and  it  is  less  bloody  than  yesterday.  18th. — Has  dept  well  for  three  nights 

6th. — Feels  giddy  at  times ;  had  pain  in  without  dreaming ;  complains  of  dight  head- 

the  chest,  and  a  good  deal  of  cough  last  ache,  and  dimness  of  vision, 

night ;  pulse  80 ;  tongueclean  ;  bowels  open  ;  Ordered  to  take  an  hour's  walk  every  day. 
urine  free,  rather  darker  coloured,  spedfic 

gravity  1012,  reaction  add,  not  dbuminous.  2(Hh. — Has  much  more  colour  in  thefiMS, 

Auge  Ferri  Citratum  ad  gr.  vij.  per  dod.  *°**  ^^  ''?^^  Jf^  ~  ,u"^/^?*  ^ 

^           •                      a       J   r  ^^ .  i^as  been  out  for  a  walk,  and  this  has 

8th. — She  appeare  to  have  a  little  red  caused  no  pdpitation  nor  headache. 

colour  in  the  cheeks  now,  which  she  had  not  22d. — A  deep  inspiration  does  not  now 

when  she  came  in ;  the  cough  is  better ;  no  produce  pain  in  the  chest,  as  it  did  when  she 

expectoration  of  blood  or  mucus.    There  ia  came  in,  and  moderate  exertion  causes  very 

a  distinct  loud  venous  murmur  in  the  neck,  little  pdpitation.    Since  she  has  walked  out 

arrested  by    pressing  on  the  jugular  vdn  daily  the  cough  has  been  rather  increased, 

above    where   the  stethoscope  is  applied,  and  a  slight  mucous  expectoration  has  re- 

The  murmur  with  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  turned ;  venous  murmur  much  diminished, 
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«iid  alio  that  with  the  firtt  sound  of  the        We  shall,  as  usual,  divide  the  marks  or 

heart.  evidences  of  disease  into  the  general  symp- 

25th. — Feet  still  swell  a  little  in  the  day,  toms  and  physical  signs ;    and  after  thus 

but  the  swelling  subsides  during  the  night ;  enumerating  Uiem,  remark  on  any  pecu- 

pulse  80,  regular  and  moderately  ftill ;  cough  liaiities  of  the  case. 

and  expectoration  rather  less  again;  still  I.  The  generai  tymptoma  may  be  sub- 
has  dimness  of  vision,  and  at  times  it  is  so  divided  into,  first,  those  which  are  referrible 
bad  that  she  can  scarcely,  see.  to  the  state  of  the  blood ;  secondly,  those 

27th. — ^No  venous  murmur  to  be  heard  referrible  to  the  heart ;   and  thirdly,  those 

to-day,  and  that  with  the  first  sound  is  very  referrible  to  the  lungs, 
much  diminished,  and  is  less  rough.  First,  Thone  referrible  to  the  state  of  the 

30th. — She  has  not  only  gained  a  con-  blood  were  as  follows  : — The  complexion  of 

siderable  amount  of  colour,  but  seems  also  to  the  face  was  pallid,  and  it  as  also  the  surface 

have  got  stouter,  jand  the  flesh  looks  firmer ;  of  the  body  generally  (the  arms,  neck,  &c.) 

her  eyes  generally  fed  dim  towards  evening,  were  somewhat  sallow,  and  had  an  unusually 

and  diey  are  still  too  sensitive  to  the  light ;  opaque  appearance  ;  all  the  visible  parts  of 

the  breath  feels    short  when    she  walks;  the  mucous  raembranes»  which  are  usually  of 

cough  trifling ;  the  eyes  have  swelled  rather  a  florid  red  colour,  were  here  only  slightly 

more  the  last  day  or  two,  and  they  ache  pinkish ;  as  the  lips,  gums,  oonjunctivie,  &c. 

after  walking ;   the  murmur  with  the  first  The  extremities  were  not  cold,  as  they  oom- 

sound  is  very  feeble  when  she  is  lying  down,  monly  are  in  anemia ;  but  this  was  accounted 

but  is  increased  when  she  stands  up.  for  by  the  state  of   the  heart.     To   the 

The  sound  on  percussion  is  duller  above  deficiency  of  blood  we  may  also  refer  the 

the  left  clavicle,  also  on  it  and  below  it  than  headache,  which  was  chiefly  on  one  side,  and 

in  the  corresponding  parts  on  the  right  side ;  was  worse  in  the  erect,  or  in  the  perfectly 

the    respiratory    murmur    is    louder   and  horizontal  posture,  than  in  the  semi-recum- 

rougfaer  than  natural  under  both  clavicles,  bent ;  also  the  giddiness,  noises  in  the  ears, 

and  rather  bronchial ;  more  on  the  left  than  dimness  of  vision,  and  morbid  sensibility  of 

on  the  right  side :  posteriorly,  the  respira-  the  eyes  to  light :  probably,  also,  to  the 

tion  is  loud  and  blowing  at  the  apex  of  both  deficient  and  duordered  state  of  the  blood 

lungs ;  more  blowing  on  the  left  than  on  the  were  due  the  general  languor  and  heaviness 

right  side.  of  the  countenance,  the  variable  stata  of  the 

July   1st. — ^Venous    murmur    sometimes  spirits,  and  the  deranged  condition  of  the 

audible,  and  sometimes  not ;  murmur  with  seeretions,  which  was  shown  by  the  consti* 

the  first  sound  feeble,  but  distinct.  pation  of  the  bowels,  the  peci^iar  state  of 

4th. — Coughs  in  the  morning,  and  spits  the  urine,  and  the  scanty  and  pale  catamenia; 

up  a  little  mucus,  but  never  any  blood  with  partiy,  also,  the  easily  excited  palpitation, 

it ;  her  nose  bled  a  fiew  days  since ;  is  much  and  tiie  swelling  of  the  legs.  This  last  symp- 

the  same  in  other  respects.  torn  seems  to  be  very  easily  produced  in 

She  was  discharged  July  5th,  but  as  she  some  persons,  especially  femides  :  thus  it  is 

did  not  leave  the  hospital  for  two  or  three  very  common  in  those  who  are  obliged  to 

weeks  (being  employed  there)  the  heart  was  sit  up  several  nights  consecutively,  U  they 

examined  again  on  the  11th  and  20th.     On  are  not  accustomed  to  it,  especially  in  hot 

the  11th,  the  impulse  was  still  too  strong  weather. 

and  extended,   and  a  sli^t  murmur  was        Seesndhft  the  general  aymptomerrferrible 

heard  at  the  base  of  the  heart  and  in  the  to  the  heart  and  the  lungi  will  be  noticed 

arteries  of  the  neck  ;  she  had  had  more  pal-  in  connection  with  the  physical  signs  of 

pitation  ;  the  venous  murmur  was  also  dis-  those  organs. 

tinct.     On  the  25th,  the  murmur  at  the  base        11.  The  phyneal  eigne  may  be  subdi- 

was  still  audible,  but  not  very  loud:  the  vided  into,,  first,  those  referrible  to  the  anse- 

▼enous  murmur  was  also  heard ;  it  had  a  mia ;  secondly,  to  the  heart ;  and,  thirdly, 

cooing  character.  to  the  lungs. 

Rnif  ABK8.— This  was  an  extremely  well-        Firett  thoee  rrferrible  to  the  anemua,---' 

marked  case  of  anaemia,  presenting  almost  There  was  a  continuous,  pretty  loud,  blowing 

all  the  symptoms  which  are  described  as  murmur  heard  over  the  jugular  veins,  chiefly 

belonging  to  that  state  of  the  body  in  whidi  on  the  right  side ;  proved  to  be  situated  in 

there  is  a  deficiency  of  blood,  and  an  altera-  these  veins  by  the  fact  that  it  was  instanUy 

tion  in  the  quality  of  that  which  there  is ;  arrested  by  pressing  on  the  external  jugular 

the  red  particles  end  fibrine,  and  probably  vein  above  the  spot  where  the  stethoscope 

also  the  salts,  being  diminished  in  propor-  was  appHed,  and  there  was  a  loud  rough 

tion  to  the  other  elements.    Hie  appearance  rasping  murmur  heard  with  the  first  sound 

of  the  patient  by  itsdf  was  quite  sufficient  to  of  the  heart  at  the  base  and  apex,  also  at 

prove  the  existence  of  anemia,  whatever  else  the  top  of  the  sternum  and  in  the  arteries  of 

there  might  be  with  it.    We  shall  find,  pre-  the  neck :  this  we  shall  notice  more  parti- 

sently,  that  it  was  oompUcated  with  disease  culi^ly  under  the  next  heed, 
of  the  heart  and  phthisis.  Secondly,  thoee  rrferrible  to  the  heart.^^ 
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The  dulness  oyer  the  heart  was  too  exten-  we  recoacUe  these  opposite  oonditiona  oi 
sWe  i  the  impohe  was  too  strong,  and  ftit  the  physical  signs  at  different  periods  of  tiie 
over  too  large  a  space ;  and,  in  connexion  disease  ?  namely,  at  first  a  load  and  rough 
with  these  signs,  there  were  some  symptoms,  murmur,  with  considcrabke  anseraia ;  tfaea 
namely,  easUy  excited  palpitation  of  the  scarcely  any  murmvr,  and  the  anemia  gone; 
heart ;  some  oedema  of  the  legs,  which  per-  and,  lastly,  the  murmur  again  loud  and 
sisted  after  the  cure  of  the  ansmia ;  diffi-  rough  without  anaemia.  It  is  quite  clear, 
culty  of  breathing  on  the  least  exertion,  from  the  last  condition,  that  tiwre  must 
particularly  going  up  stairs ;  and  a  tolerably  have  been  some  cause  for  the  murmur  be- 
firm  pulse  at  the  wrist.  This  would  have  sides  the  annmia ;  and  as  to  the  seixmd  condi* 
attracted  no  notice  had  it  not  been  for  the  tion,  the  only  explanatioa  we  canoffer  is,  that 
presence  of  the  ansemia,  but  as  in  this  state  the  murmur  became  less  with  the  eure  of 
the  pulse  is  commonly  quick,  small,  weak,  the  aaaemia,  because  when  this  was  effected 
and  very  compressible,  and  sometimes  ac*  one  cause  of  the  murmur  cessed,  via.  the 
oompanied  with  a  peculiar  thrill,  it  showed  thin  watery  state  of  the  blood  (thin  fluids 
there  must  be  some  modifying  cause  being  more  easily  thrown  into  sonorous  vi* 
in  this  instance ;  and  this  cause  was,  no  brations  than  denser  fluids),  but  that  another 
doubt,  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  as  proved  cause  still  remained,  via.  some  disease  of 
by  the  preceding  signs  and  symptoms.  In  the  valves  of  the  heart.  Nevertheless,  this 
addition  to  all  these  there  was  a  murmur  was  not  sufficient  to  produce  much  murmur 
mentioned  under  the  last  head  as  occurring  so  long  as  the  heart's  action  was  quiet  and 
with  the  first  sound  of  the  heart.  The  ques*  regular  \  but  the  moment  any  excitement 
tion  here  arises,  to  what  cause  was  this  was  produced,  as  by  the  resumption  of  la- 
murmur  due?  to  the  ansmta  alone?  to  hour,  the  murmur  returned.  We  know 
some  disease  of  the  heart  alone?  or  to  that  excitement  was  produced,  lor  it  is 
the  two  combined  ?  We  know  that  in  well-  stated  that  there  was  much  more  palpitation, 
marked  anemia  there  is  generally  a  murmur  and  very  possibly,  also,  some  slight  irregu« 
heard  with  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  at  the  larity  of  action  as  well  as  increased  foree. 
base,  &c.  as  here )  and  this  is  the  only  car-  This  case  shows  us  that  there  sre  at  least 
disc  murmur  produced  by  anemia.  It  is  three  causes  which  may  contribute  to  pro-* 
sometimes  very  rough,  even  in  cases  where  duce  a  murmur  with  the  sounds  of  the  heart, 
it  has  been  proved  by  post-mortem  exami-  viz.  1st,  valvular  disease  ;  2d,  a  poor 
nation  that  no  disease  of  the  valves  had  watery  state  of  the  blood;  and,  3d,  increased 
existed ;  but  in  this  case  it  was  so  rough  and  irregular  action  of  the  heart.  Of  these, 
as  to  constitute  a  rasping  sound,  and  had  it  the  first  is  an  amply  sufficidbt  cause  in  itself, 
occurred  in  a  subject  who  was  not  anemic,  if  considerable.  The  second  may,  perhaps, 
it  would  have  been  considered  a  sufficient  be  sufficient,  but  if  so,  how  is  it  that  it  ia 
proof  of  the  existence  of  valvular  disease,  not  always  present  in  weU*marfced  cases  of 
If  this  be  granted,  we  have  then  no  mode  anemia  ?  This,  Dr.  Taylor  thinks,  may  be 
of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  but  explained  by  supposing  that  in  aJl  tiiose 
to  trace  on  the  case  till  the  ansemia  is  re*  oases  of  anemia  which  are  accompanied  by 
moved,  and  then  we  shall  easily  be  able  to  a  murmur  there  is  some  slight  organic  lesioe 
decide  whether  it  depended  solely  on  this  in  the  heart,  which  b  not  sufficient  by  itsdf 
cause  or  not,  for  if  it  did,  of  course  the  to  cause  a  murmur,  but  which,  when  added 
murmur  would  not  persist  after  the  anemia  to  the  watery  state  of  the  blood  in  yiy^wna 
was  cured.  Adopting  this  plan,  then,  it  does  produces  murmur,  from  the  greater 
appeared  very  probable  for  a  long  time  that  facility  with  which  this  is  made  to  produce 
the  murmur  was  dependent  almost  solely,  if  sound,  than  blood  of  the  natural  density, 
not  exclusively,  on  the  anemia,  for  as  the  The  3d  is  probably  not  a  sufficient  cause  by 
patient  recovered  her  colour  and  strength  itself:  very  commonly  two  of  these  causea 
^e  murmur  became  giudnaUy  less  and  less  coexist ;  either  the  first  and  second,  or  tha 
loud  and  rough,  till  at  length  it  was  scarcely  first  and  third. 

perceptible,  and  on  one  or  two  occasions,        Concluding,  then,  that  the  murmur  de- 

when  she  was  lying  down,  it  was  so  indis-  pended  on  some  disease  of  the  valves,  wa 

tinct  that  had  we  not  traced  the  .disease  have  next  to  oonsider  what  that  disess^  was* 

through  its  course,  we  should  not  have  de-  The  murmur  was  heard  with  thefirstsound;-— 

tected  the  murmur  at  all.    But  did  it  con*  now  the  only  two  murmurs  heard  with  tha 

tinue  thus  indistinct  for  any  length  of  time  ?  first  sound  fi*  ^*  on.  the  left  side  of  thehearty 

It  continued  so  as  long  ssthe  patient  remained  to  which  we  confine  our  attention),  are  these 

quiet  and  only  took  a  moderate  walk  every  produced  by  obstructive  disease  of  the  aorlie 

day ;  but  no  sooner  had  she  resumed  a  little  valves,  snd  regurgitant  disease  of  the  mitral 

active  employment,  than  the  murmur  again  valves.    These  two  may  eo-odst  t  did  they 

became  loud  and  distinct;  not  so  loud  as  here?  or  did  only  one  exist?  and,' if  only  one* 

before,  but  almost  as  rough,  and  this  without  whicb  was  it?    There  was,  it  is  stated, 

any  return  of  the  anemia.     How,  then,  oan  a  loud  murmur  heard  at  the  base,  and  «t  the 
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fop  of  the  stenram,  and  in  the  carotids  i  daily  adopted  for  the  chest,  and  no  im- 

there  mnat,  therefore,  have  been  obstructive  portant    change    occurred  '  in     the    phy- 

aortic  valYular  di«eaae,*aa  regurgitant  mitral  aical  signs,  but  the  general  symptoms  were 

murmora  are  either  heard  not  at  all  in  the  very  much  improved  :   thos,  the  haemop- 

neck  or  only  feebly,  wheraas  here  it  was  tysis  soon  ceased,  and  did  not  recur;  the 

lond.    There  was  also  a  murmur  heard  at  cough  became  much  less,  and  there  was  very 

the  apex  ;  and  the  only  question  is,  whether  little  expectoration  ;  the  night  sweats  ceased, 

this  depended  on  the  aortic  valves,  or  on  the  as  also  the  pain  in  the  side,  and  there  was 

mitral  valves.     It  might  have  done  on  either,  very  little  dyspnoea,  &c. 

and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  positive  means  The  eautea  qfthephthUia  do  not  appear : 

of  distinguishing  between  the  two  :  at  the  there  was  at  all  events  no  decided  hereditary 

same  time,  however,  as  the  murmurs  at  the  disposition  to  it,  and  no  particular  exciting 

base  and  the  apex  were  of  the  same  character,  cause  seems  to  have  existed ;  and,  therefore, 

dtiering  only  in  degree,  the  probability  is  if  any  cause  at  all  appoir,  it  iis  the  depraved 

that  they  were  both  produced  by  the  aortie  state  of  the  blood  ;  this  at  least  is  very  likely 

disease ;  and  this  is  somewhat  confirmed  by  to  have  assisted  in  its  production, 

a  change  which  occurred  in  the  situation  in  The  eauMe  qf  the  hypertrophy  and  ra/« 

which  the  murmur  was  best  heard  (vide  wUar  dueaee  qf  the  heart  most  probably 

report  of  June  11th.)  was  the  severe  attack  of  acute  rheumatism 

Thirdly t  the  phyaieai  ngne,  Sfe.  rrferrible  under  which  she  had  Ubonred,  and  which,  in 

to  the  lunye,  were  such  as  indicated  the  the  great  majority  of  cases,  seems  to  be  the 

esistenoe  of  condensation  of  the  upper  por*  cause  of  these  affections*, 

tion  of  both  lungs,  chiefly  of  the  Idft.     Col-  The  eaueee  qf  the  anemia  were  probably 

lating  the  physiod  signs  obtained  at  different  several    in    number.      The    1st    apparent 

times,  we  find  that  anteriorly  there  was  duU  cause  is  the   agne,  which  disease  is   well 

ness  on  percussion  above,  on  and  below  the  known  to  give  rise  to  a  condition  of  ansemia, 

left  clavicle,  as  compared  with  the  right,  with  a  sallow  dead-looking  skin :   we  shall 

and  thb  was  not  so  dear  as  in  the  healthy  have  a  good  example  of  this  in  one  of  these 

condition.     The  respiratory  murmur  was  report  cases.    2d,  acute  rheumatism,  and 

knider  and  rougher  under  both  clavicles  the  means  ilSed  for  its  cure,  are  a  common 

than  natural ;   rather  rougher  on  the  left  cause  of  ansemia :  it  appears  from  the  his- 

side  than  on  the  right,  and  somewhat  bron-  tory  that  she  has  never  entirely  regained  her 

ehial— A  condition  expressed  by  the  word  colour  or  strength  since  the  attack,  though 

"rude  s"  the  Tocal  fx«mitus  was  fdt  more  for  about  four  months  she  improved  some- 

dlstinctly  on  the  right  than  on  the  left  side,  what ;  but  after  that  time,  witiiout  any  ob- 

Poaterioriy,  there  was  very  little  difference  vious  cause,   she  began  to  fidl  off  again. 

on  percussion  in  the  supra-capsular  fossee,  3d,  in  females,  annmia  is  so  frequently  con^* 

but  the  respiration  was  too  loud  in  both,  nected  with  some  derangement  of  the  men- 

aod  blowing  on  the  leftside.    There  were  strual  function,  that  we  almost  naturally  ask, 

also  some  general  symptoms,  via.  a  short  was  it  here  ?    There  does  not  appear  to  have 

cough  for  &ie  last  three  winters,  attended  been  any  immediate  connection  between  the 

always  with  more  or  less  expectoration  of  two  in  this  case :  it  seems  that  the  menstrua* 

mucus,  which  for  the  last  month  had  been  tion  ceased,  as  might  be  expected,  during 

strongly  tinged  with  blood.    The  cough  had  the  attack  of  rheumatism,  but  returned  soon 

been  worse  during  the  last  six  months  ;  she  after  she  recovered  from  it,  and  has  since  been 

had  also  had  shortness  of  breathing,  pain  regular,  though  scanty  in  quantity  and  pale 

in  the  side,  and  profuse  night  perspirations  in  colour.     It  is  often  a  m4tter  of  great 

for  a  month  or  more.     If  we  combine  these  difficulty,  in  any  given  case,  to  say  what  is 

with  her  weakness,  and  her  statement  that  the  connection  between  the  aruemia  and 

she  was  thinner  than  she  used  to  be,  we  can  amenorrhiga — to  say  which  is  the  cause  of 

hardly  doubt  that  there  was  consolidation  of  the  other.    Arguing  theoretically,  we  should 


the  upper  portion  of  both  lungs,  and  that  say  that  amenorrhoea  cannot  be  a  cause  of 

this  consolidation  was  of  a  tu^culous  na-  annmia,  whereas  we  can  have  no  difficulty 

tare.    We  may  here  make  a  remark  on  one  in  understanding  how  ansemia  may  be  the 

fact  that  vraa  exemplified  here,  though  not  cause  of  amenorrhoea.    We  sddom  see  a 

by  any  means  so  distinctly  aa  it  frequently  case  of  wdl-marked  aniemia  without  dther 

fact  that  was  noticed  by  Dr.  Stark  actual  amenorrhoea  or  some  derangement  of 


many  years  since — ^viz.  that  tubercles  of  the  menstruation.    On  the  other  hand,  how- 

langs  and  the  cavities  produced  by  the  aof-  ever,  we  certainly  see  many  cases  in  winch 

teaing  and  elimination  of  the  tuberculous 

matter  are  more  apt  to  extend  backwards       »  .p^^  .».* .  .       *  j  *     *,«  v     .«  m 

«■!.•»  £,..».^.      T„  *!.:- *u-u        L-  1  *  The  statement  quoted  at  p.  716,  bne  88,  fhnn 

than  forward?.    In  this  case  the  bronchial  dt.  WiUiaans*  lectures,  "thathe  hak  found  signs 

re^iiration  was    much    more    marked    in  of  endocarditis,  or  pericarditis,  or  both,  in  (tilly 

the    snpra-scapular   fossa  than  under  the  three-fporthi  of  the  cases  of  rheumatism,"  mu«t 

davidcT   No  means  of  treatment  were  spe-  rteSmatSm      ^"^  *^*^  ''''^^  to  cases  of  acute 
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there  is  amenorrhoea  before  there  is  miu^     provemeDt  in  most  of  the  sjrmptotns,  and 
ansmia :  but  this  does  not  oblige  us  to  make     she  continued  to  improve  steadily  and  pretty 
such  an  improbable  supposition »  as  that  it     rapidly  in  every  respect,  except  as  regards 
is  the  cause  of  anasmia,  which  gradually    the  organic  diseases.      She  gained  flesh, 
shows  itself :  may  we  not  suppose  that  they     strength,  and  cokmr,  had  a  good  appetite, 
are  both  effects  of  one  common  cause,  and    and  the  medicine  scarcely  disagreed  with  her 
that  the  reason  of  the  prior  manifestation  of    in  the  least.     She  was  in  the  hospital  as  a 
the  amenorrhoea  is,  that  the  menstrual  fluid     patient  for  thirty-two  days ;  but  it  was  not 
is  one  of  those  secretions  which  serve  no     necessary  that  she  should  have  been  kept  so 
secondary  purpose  in  the  animal  economy,     long  on  account  of  the  ansemia;  hideed,  but 
and  that  therefore  it  cannot  be  so  necessary     for  the  complication  with  'disease  of  the 
that  it  should  be  continued  as  that  the  blood     heart,  she  might  very  well  have  been  dis- 
should  be  maintained  in  a  tolerably  healthy    cha]*ged  ten  days  earlier  than  she  was. 
condition,  in  order  that  it  may  be  able  to         The  prognom  of  the  anatmia  may  have 
maintain  those  processes  which  are  more     been  inferred  to  be  very  favourable  from 
essseutial  to  life,  for  which  reason  it  is  pro-     what  has  been  said  above ;  and  the  molt 
vided  that  those  expenses  shall  be  first  cur-     proved  that  it  was.     As  regards  the  morbus 
tailed  which  are  the  least  necessary  to  life :     cordis  and  the  tubercles,   we  cannot  give 
in  other  words,  nature  dispenses  with  that     any  other  thon  an  unfavourable  prognosis : 
which  probably  serves  merely  for  the  per-     either  of  them  without  the  other  would  be 
petuation  of  the  species,  before  she  draws     less  unfavourable  than  the  combination  of 
upon  that  which  is  absolutely  essential  to     the  two ;  and  this  not  only  from  the  sepa- 
the  continuation  of  the  life  of  the  individud.     rate  influence  of  each  on  the  system,  but 
4th,  if  there  be  tubercles  in  the  lungs,  these     also  from  their  mutual  action  on  each  other, 
would  prove  a  great  source  of  depraved  nu-         The  only  point  remaining  to  be  noticed, 
trition,  and  of  a  state  somewhat  Similar  to     is  the  state  of  the  urine  on  her  admission  as 
anaemia :  hence  the  value  of  emaciation  as  a     compared  with  what  it  became  subsequently, 
symptom   of    phthisis,  in   conjunction,   of    On  her  admission  it  presented  in  a  remarka- 

course,  with  other  symptoms  and  signs,  for  ble  degree  the  characters  of  anaemic  urine; 

in   itself  atrophy  or  wasting  is  *no  proof  of  it  was  of  a  pale  yellow  colour,  and  very 

tubercles,  but  merely  of  some  general  dis-  turbid,  like  thick  lemonade ;  of  a  low  spe- 

ordered  condition  of  the  system.     Some  of  cific  gravity  (1010),  almost  neutral  reaction, 

the  more  common  causes  of  aneemia  were  contained  an  excess  of  the  phosphates,  and 

absent  in  this  case,  such  as  poor  and  insuffi-  was  exceedingly  prone  to  decomposition.   It 

cient  diet,  &c.  gradually  lost  these  characters,  as  stated  in 

As  to  the  treatment^  it  is  unnecessary  to  the  reports  of  the  8th,  13th,  15th,  and  17lh 

say  much  respecting  that  of  aneemia,   it  of  June,  and  on  the  last  of  these  days  it  was 

being    peculiarly  simple    and    satisfactory  decidedly  acid,  contained  a  sediment  of  the 

when  the  disease  is  not  complicated  with  lithates,  had  a  specific  gravity  of  1024  gr. ; 

any  thing  that  would  prevent  the  admini-  and,  in  fact,  as  the  anaemia  was  being  rapidly 

stratton  of  iron  ;  for  if  this  can  be  given  in  removed,  we  should  expect  that  Uie  urine 

tolerably  full  doses,  and  persevered  in  for  a  would   no  longer  retain  the  characters  of 

moderate  length  of  time,  it  is  almost  a  spe-  anaemic  urine, 

cific  remedy.     In  some  cases  where  iron ___^___ 

disagrees  with  the  stomach,  it  may  be  ne-  ppFVFKTTnK  OP  ^jpttpvy 

cessary  to  give  some  of  the  milder  tonics  PREVENTION  OF  SCURVY. 

first;  and  they  may  generally  be  usefully  _ 

combined.    The  object  of  the  treatment  is         ^  ^j^^  ^^.^^^  ^y  ^^^  Medical  GaietU. 
to   procure  the  formation  of  a   supply  of 
good  blood;  therefore  with  the  iron,  which  SiR, 

serves  to  form  the  red  particles,  we  should  Since  the  publication  of  the  last  number  of 
combine  as  nutritive  a  diet  as  can  be  borne,  your  journal,  my  attention  has  been  directed 
and  one  abounding  in  fibrine,  in  order  to  to  the  letters  of  Mr.  Dalton  and  Mr.  Bern- 
restore  to  the  blood  the  fibrine  which  it  has  castle,  contained  in  the  Lancet  of  Sept.  4, 
lost :  likewise  moderate  and  regular  exercise  and  Sept.  23,  1842.  Both  these  gentfemen 
in  the  open  air  should  be  enjoined/  In  the  recommend  the  use  of  potatoes  as  a  preven- 
present  case  all  these  three  means  were  tive  of  scnrvy  in  ships  making  long  voyages: 
used  :  she  took  the  citrate  of  iron  in  pretty  Mr.  Dalton,  who,  in  two  voyai^,  each  of 
full  doses  in  the  infusion  of  orange  peel,  between  two  and  three  years'  duration, 
She  had  after  a  day  or  two  the  extra  full  found  the  seamen  completely  preserved  from 
diet  of  the  hospital  and  porter,  and  had  a  scurvy  by  the  use  of  potatoes,  evidently  re- 
walk  daily  for  an  hour  .as  soon  as  she  was  gards  the  antiscorbutic  properties  of  this 
able  to  bear  it.  The  treatment  was  attended  vegetable  as  peculiar  to  its  raw  condition ; 
with  the  best  results.  Within  a  week  of  its  but  Mr.  Berncastle,  though  he  does  not 
commencement  tiiere  was  a   manifest  im-  mention  the  state  in  whidi  the  potatoes 
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irere  eaten  in  the  instance 'obferved  by  him-  superaede  the  we  of  com,  and  amazingly 

aelf,  remarks,  that  he  does  **  not  belieive  it  diminish  the  quantity  of  oxen  and  sheep  that 

necessary  that  they  should  be  eaten  raw',  or  will  be  sent  to  the  market.    But  we  know 

with  vinegar,  bat  boiled  in  the  usual  way."  that  they  are  a  most  selfish  set,  always  bent 

1  regret  that  I  was  not  acquainted  with  upon  their  own  interest,  and  quite  disre- 

the  observations  here  referred  to  before  pub-  garding  the  people  at  hirge ;  and,  I  think, 

lishing  my  remarks  on   the  prevention  of  they  richly  deserve  to  suffer  for  their  un- 

scurvy  in  prisons,  as  well  on  account  of  the  feeling  conduct.    Vour  readers  will  be  very 

support  which  they  afford  to  my  own  views  happy  to  be  informed  that  the  Professor  has 

on  the  subject  of  prison  dietaries,  as  from  made  the  necessary  preparations  for  sending 

my  desire  to  do  full  justice  to  the  claims  of  into  this  country  a  very  intelligent  pupil  of 

previous  observers.     1  hope,  however,  that  his,  M.  Rennard,  who  is  to  act  as  his  agent, 

you  will  have  the  kindness  to  give  this  note  and  ^iU  give  instructions  in  the  method  of 

a  place  in  the  next  number  of  your  journal.  putting  the  invention  in  practice.   Professor 

_Your  obedient  servant,  Phillpokkett  himself,  as  is  well  known,  is  a 

William  Balt.  gentleman  of  unbounded  benevolence  and 

Brook  Street,  Feb.  13, 1S43. philanthropy,  and  it  was  his  intention  and 

*.-r^fr^r>  «.n^%«  mnii^Fnuv  r^rxi^r  txr  eaincst  dcsire  to  hsvc  commuoicated  his 

NOTE  FROM  TIMOTHY  GOSLIN.—  discovery  to  the  world  without  any  profit  or 

MESMERISM.  compensation ;  but,  at  the  earnest  desire  of 

his  friends,  he  has  been  prevailed  upon  to 

To  the  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Gazette.  accept  a  smaU  remuneration  for  his  services ; 

Sm  and  this  he  proposes  to  do  by  a  charge  of 

•                     J  al  .             J           r  •     J  ^r  90  per  cent,  upon  the  sum  which  will  be 

I  FBEL  assured  that  you,  and  every  fnend  of  »7  .     ^s        *-^  *-      u-  u     -n  u^ i-  « 

.          ..        .,,         ^  L      .^1    >  •  •  _  •     »i.  saved  to  his  patients,  which  will  be  only  a 

hnmanity,  will  most  heartily  rejoice  m  the  -  .                    '^  *     l-      ^      au     *i        Z  a 

I    ui      r  _    »     d:  i:  u       1  «.  1  fair  recompense  to  him  for  the  time  and 

njost  valuable   discovery  which  has   lately  ,  .           u-  uu    u     u    *.       j            u:    j* 

b«n  made  in  Germany/by  which  .uch  great  •^"  "•'.'t  ^  ^,  '^f'Tff  »P»°.  ^  ^ 

relief  will  be  afforded  to  the  number.  ofW  ~^«7;  '»"'•.'»  '"'J.,*'^  ^,?^m  'iT       ^ 

c.ii„-  «_.>„«.  -I—  —  _„_  „.ir.^-.  .„  benefit  upon  the  public.   When  M.  Rennard 

fellow  CTfatures  who  are  now  sunennc  so  •     ««     •    j  1.11  ■ £. 

severely  in  these  hard  time..    The  discovery  "l^J"  'J  England,  you  shall  hear  from  me 

was  made  by  the  learned  Professor  Phill-  ''***'^'**  deUy  -I  am,  sup, 

pokkett.   of  the  celebrated   University  of  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Puffinburg.     It  is  weU    known    that    the  Timothy  Goslin. 

Professor  has  been  long   engaged   in   the  Garden  Lodge,  Feb.  7, 1848. 

practice  of  mesmerism  on  a  very  extensive • 

teale,   while  he  has  also  been  one  of  the  SCRUTATOR'S  REPLY  TO  DR.  REID. 

great  patrons  of  homceopathy.     Now  the  

discoT«7  in  qn^  unite,  the  merit  of  j.  ^  ^.      ^  ^   j^^^  ^ 

both  these  operations.     He  has  found  out  a  ^ 

method  of  mesmerizing  the  digestive  organs,  ox^^ 

so  as  to  render  them  quiescent  for  as  long  a  Mr  answer  to  Dr.  Reid's  chargie  shall  be 
period  as  may  be  necessary  or  desirable,  short,  but  conclusive.  He  has  suppressed 
during  which  period  food  of  any  kind  is  in  his  note  the  whole  of  the  following  sen- 
rendered  quite  unnecessary ;  and  when  food  tence,  which  I  have  placed  in  italics,  on 
is  required,  he  has  discovered  a  mode  of  which  my  accusation  against  him  resu  of 
giving  it  in  very  minute  quantities,  when  he  attempting  to  reconcile  a  flat  contradiction 
employs  a  certain  process  by  means  of  which  in  a  novel  and  most  incomprehensible  man- 
a  single  grun  of  atiment  will  produce  as  great  ner.  For  what  purpose  Dr.  Reid  has  been 
an  effect  as  a  pound  in  the  way  in  which  it  guilty  of  sup  Dressing  this  passage  in  his  first 
was  formerly  used.  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  letter,  whether  for  perverting  or  promoting 
the  marvellous  benefit  which  must  be  de-  the  truth,  he  best  knows,  and  it  is  not  worth 
rived  from  these  discoveries :  food  will  now  while  inquiring. 

be  almost  superseded ;.  it  is  estimated  that  "  With  regard  to  the  queetion  whether 

one  per  cent,  of  the  quantity  hitherto  used  or  not  Dr.  ThofMon  wag  correct  in  stating 

will  suffice  for  all   the  real  wants  of  the  that  there  wag  a  central  cavity  in  the  corpus 

system.     A  labourer,  who  formerly  required  luteum  in  Fig.  4,  there  can  be  no  doubts  as 

his  pound  of  bread,  or  cheese,  or  bacon,  will  any  one  mag  readily  aatisfg  himeelf  by 

now  be  kept  in  perfect  health  and  vigour  by  looking  at  the  preparation  in  my  possetsion, 

a  few  grains ;  an  infinitesimal  part  of  a  beef*  that  there  could  be  none.     I  feel  perfectly 

steak,  or  a  mutton  chop,  will  afford  a  plen-  satisfied  that  all  that  Dr.  Thomson  meant 

tifiil  meal,   while   bread  will    scarcely  be  by  stating  that  there  was  a  central  cavity  (as 

required.    The  only  objection  that  can  pos-  in  this  he  was  perfectly  correct)  was  that  the 

sibly  be  uiged  against  this  discovery  is  the  true  texture  of  the  corpus  luteum  occupied 

outcry  that  we  must  expect  will  be  raised  by  the  surface  of  the  body  only7  and  did  not 

the  landed  gentry.   It  will,  no  doubt,  nearly  extend   through  the  centre.     The    yellow 
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plicated  strnctore  was  confined  to  the  cir- 
comference,  forming  a  kind  of  sac,  the  centre 
of  which  was  oocapied  hy  a  reddish-grey- 
coloured  fihrinona  mass  exactly  as  yon  have 
described  it. '  *  Dr.  Reid  constitnted  himself 
umpire  in  the  discussion  or  dispute  which 
has  lately  been  going  on  about  the  corpus 
Intenm.  Being  an  "unknown  person/' 
perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  courteously  (o 
inquire  what  are  the  qualifications  of  Dr. 
Reid  for  the  important  office  he  has  assumed, 
and  what  proof  he  has  given  of  his  superior 
talents  for  minute  anatomical  research,  to 
warrant  him  in  deciding  the  question  in  the 
dictatorial  manner  he  has  done.  His  de- 
scription of  the  placental  tufts  is  universally 
allowed  to  be  erroneous.  What  discovery, 
then,  has  he  made  in  embryology  which  en- 
titles him  even  to  an  inferior  rank  among  the 
soooessful  eultiyators  of  the  science  at  the 
present  time,  or  by  which  he  will  b^  better 
known  in  future  ages  than  1  am  noW|  or 
ever  will  be  ?  Dr.  Reid  will  perhaps  favour 
your  readers  with  answers  to  these  questions 
before  he  again  prasttones  to  offer  any 
remarks  on  Uie  corpus  luteum,  or  prefers 
any  accusation  against  me.— I  remain,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

SC&VTATOB. 

London.  Feb.  19,  isa. 

[The  author  has  furnished  us  with  his 
name. — Ed«  Gaz.] 
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Kepi  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  bl^  37'  32"iV. 

Longitude  0^  3'  51"  W,  o/  Qreenwieh. 

Feb.  1843.      THBaMOMBTBB.  Barombtkb. 

Wednesday  1    ttom  44  to  59        99*83  to 

Thursday  .  3 

Friday ...  3 

Saturday  .  4 

Sunday  .  .  5 

Monday  .  .  6 

Tuesday    .  7 


ttom  44  to  53 

40  44 

41  S3 
27  87 
31  36 

37  87-5 

38  37 


39*83 
39-56 

39*46 
39'33 
29*73 
39*78 
39*91 


39*78 
39*73 
99*13 
39*56 
99*75 
99*74 
99*81 


Wmd,  S.  W.  on  the  Ist  and  3nd ;  8.W.  W.  and 
N.wTon  the  8d;  N.W.  and  N.  on  the  4th: 
N.N.W.  on  the  5th ;  N.  and  N.W.  on  the  6th  and 
7th. 

The  l8t,  morning  and  afternoon  cloudy,  clear 
about  noon.  2d,  cloudy,  rain  in  the  morning. 
3d,  moniinfT  clear,  raining  before  noon,  snow 
and  sleet  afternoon  and  evening.  4th,  morning 
and  evening  clear,  sleet  and  snow  in  the  after- 
noon and  eveninr.  7tb,  cloudy,  snow  in  the 
afternoon,  rain  in  the  evening. 

Rain  fkilen,  -58  of  an  inch. 

fehTuoTy* 
Wednesday    8 


Thursday 
Friday  . 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday  • 
Tuesday. 


9 

10 
11 
12 
18 
14 


from  S3  to  38 

84 

38 

S3 

40 

30 

43 

31 

41 

as 

89 

17 

39 

39*93  to  39*95 

29*89  39*84 

39  83  39*76 

39*78  39*90 

39*94  39*97 

39*95  39*85 

99*66  99*56 


Wind.  N.  and  N.E.  till  the  morning  of  the 
94th,  when  it  changed  to  the  S.W. ;  afternoon 
W. ;  evening  N.W. 

Except  the  istb  and  morning  of  the  Uth,  gene- 
rally cloudy.     « 

Charles  Henrt  Adams. 


LITERARY  NOTICE. 

Tlie  Life  of  a  Travdting  FhyaiciBa,  from- 
his  first  introduction  to  practice :  oomprbing 
twenty  years'  wanderings  through  the  giviiter 
part  of  Europe;  with  notes  of  events,  de« 
scriptions  of  scenery,  and  Sketches  of  cha- 
Fscter.  3  vols,  post  Svo.  This  work  is  tlie 
real  life  of  an  English  physician.  It  con* 
sists  of  a  Journal  commenced  to  relieve  tlia 
ennui  of  a  dull  foreign  court,  and  continued 
until  the  Author's  recent  return  to  England. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OP  OBNTLSlf  BN  ADMITTXD  MBMBBB8. 

Friday,  February  10,  1843. 

D.  Mornn.— A.  L.  T.  Cooke. -T.  Graham.— 
S.  P.  Goddard.— W.  K.  Park.-G.  F.  Fox.— H. 
Payne.  — J.  C.  Bennett.— J.  S.  WooUett.  — R. 
Chambers. 

Friday  February  17,  1843. 

W.  Thom.— S.  H.  Steele.— R.  Brown.— T.  D. 
Martin.— J.  O.  Sprotton.— H.  Gavin.— J.Growse. 
—A.  C.  Ayres.- R.  Nugent.— G.  Allen. -C  H. 
Duck.— W.  J.  Bryant. 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  >  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  February  11,  1843. 

Small  Pox 11 

Measles  13 

Scarlatina  15 

Hooping  Cough  96 

Croup  4 

Thrush    I 

Diarrhoea    6 

Dysentery  4 

Cholera    1 

Inflnenxa 9 

Typhus 31 

Erysipelas 8 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  146 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration   994 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels ....  16 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    M 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c % 

Childbed 11 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 4 

Rheumatism I 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 1 

Ulcer   I 

nstnla  0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 1 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 9i 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 67 

Deaths  hy  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     99 

Causes  not  specified  IS 

Deaths  ftom  all  Causes 864 

EaaATUM.— Page  095,  col.  1,  line  3ft,  fer 
«  blood-vessel,'*  read  **  blood-vedcle." 

Wilson  9l  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street, London* 
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LECTURES  rented  by  proper  treatment  in  the  latter 

months  of  pregnancy.      It  is  well  known 

^^  ^"^  that  the  danger  is  far  greater  in  the  tnit 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OF  pP^:nancy  and  labour  than  in  subsequent 

M Tn  WT  i?i?  R  V  confinements ;  it  is  therefore  our  duty  to  see 

iniiiwiirr.it. I,  ^^^   patients    occasionally    who    entrust 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  of  St,  George*  t  themselves  to  our  care,  whether  they  be  rich 

Hospital  ^'  poor,  before  the  commencement  of  la- 

1  -rx   n  hour,  and  furnish  them  with  clear  instruc- 

By  Robert  Lsb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  tions  respecting  their  mode  of  Ufe.     Great 

mischief  may  often  be  prevented  by  incul- 

Lbctdrb  XVII.  eating  upon  them  strongly  the  importance 

of  mental  tranquillity,   regular  and  g^tle 

On  the  Disea^ee  qf  Pregnant    Women^  exercise  in  the  open  air,  early  rising,  simple 

Bjetra-uterine  Gestation  and  Abortion,  diet,   and  the  occasional  use  of  mild  ca* 

CoKCBPTiON   sometimes   takes  place,    but  thartics. 
the  impregnated   ovum   is  arrested  in  its 

progress  to  the  uterus ;  or,  having  reached  ExmA-UTEaiNE  gestation. 

hkt  cavity  of  the  uterus,  it  is  liable  fh)m  a  In  1650  Riolan  published  the  history  of 

great  variety  of  causes  to  be  expelled  pre*  a  case  in  which  the  impregnated  ovum  was 

maturely,  with  pain  and  hsmorrhage.     The  retained  in  the  fallopian  tube,  which  sud- 

first  of   these  accidents    is    called    extra-  denly  burst  at  an  early  period  of  pregnancy, 

uterine  gestation,  the  second  abortion ;  and  and  death  was  produoMl  by  the  extravasa- 

I  shall  consider  their  causes,  symptoms,  and  tion  of  a  large  quantity  of  blood  into  the 

treatment,  before  describing  the  other  mor-  peritoneal  sac.    Many  cases  similar  to  tiiis 

bid  states  of  the  gravid  uterus,  and  those  have  since  been  recorded,  and  the  greater 

affections  of  the  brain,  and  of  the  thoracic  number  have  terminated  fatally  from  inter- 

and  abdominal  viscera,  which  occur  during  nal  hsemorrhage  a  few  hours  after  the  rup- 

pregnaney,  and  which  depend  entirely  upon  ture  of  the  tube.      In  1830,   I  saw  three 

the  sympathy  which  exists  between  the  gra-  examples  of  tubal  gestation,  in  all  of  which 

vid  uterus  and  all  the  remote  organs  of  the  death  speedily  ensued  from  the  same  cause, 

body,  through  the  great  sympathetic  and  The  usual  symptoms  of  early  pregnancy  had 

spinal  nerves.      The  general  nervous  and  been  observed  in  all  of  them  ;  and  before  the 

▼ascnlar  excitement  so  often  observed  in  occurrence  of  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the 

pregnant  women,  is  evidently  referrible  to  uterus,  followed  by  faintness,   coldness  of 

the  immensely  rapid  development  of  the  the  extremities,   hurried  respiration,    and 

ganglionic  nervous  system  of  the  uterus,  death,  there  was  no  ground  for  suspecting 

The  local  and    constitutional    diseases  of  that  the  ovum  was  not  contained  within  the 

pregnancy  demand  peculiar  attention,  be-  uterus.     In  a  case  which  occurred  in  1836, 

caose  they  not  only  exdte  great  sufl'ering  and  terminated  fatally  about  the  end  of  the 

and  danger  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence,  third  month,  besides  the  ordinary  signs  of 

b«t  tbey  often  injnriously  affect  the  whole  pregnancy,  the  patient  suffered  severely  tor 

process  of  parturition,  and  retard  the  re-  some  weeks  with  symptoms  of  inflammation 

oovery  in  tiie  puerperal  state.    Some  of  the  and  retroversion  of  tiie  uterus.    You  have 

Altai  accidents  whidi  have  occurred  during  already  seen  this  specimen  of  tubal  gestation, 

labour,  especially  convulsions  and  luemor-  end  another  which  was  removed  fit>m  the 

rhage,  might  have  been  foreseen  and  pre-  body  of  a  lady  who  died  suddenly  in  1829, 
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In  neither  is  there  a  d^daoiu  membrane  ttieie  caaea  the  beat  plan  ia  to  nibdae  tiie 

lining  the  ntenu.    The  opening  in  the  coats  inflammation  by  leeches  and  other  meanfly 

of  the  tube  generallj,  I  believe,  corresponds  and  when  the  bones  approach  tha  maiboe,  to 

with  the  part  where  the  placenta  is  at-  make  an  opening  through  the  abdominal 

tached ;   and  as  the  blood-yessels  of  the  parietes,  or  to  enlarge  the  natural  opening 

tube  laid  open  are  ^ery  Urgep  and  the  coats  in  these,  and  extract  the  bones  like  any  other 

hsTe  no  power  of  contraction  similar  to  foreign  bodies  lodged  in  the  abdomen.    Even 

those  of  the  uterus  during  labour,  the  blood  if  the  diagnosis  in  these  cases  of  ▼entrsl  ges- 

continues  to  flow  from  the  exposed  vessels  tation  were  more  perfect    than   it    is,    I 

until  syncope  and  the  other  consequences  of  do  not  think  we  would  be  justifled  in  per- 

profuse   internal  hemorrhage   take    place,  forming  the  operation  of  gastrotomy  with 

The  tubes  admit  of  dilatation  to  a  certain  the  view  of  extracting  the  child  alive.    The 

extent  in  all  cases,  without  laceration  ;  and  fbllowmg  ease,  which  is  the  last  I  have  seen 

in  some  which   have   been   recorded    they  of  this  sort,  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  diffi- 

have  actually  expanded  sufficiently  to  con-  culty  of  the  diagnosis,  and  the  impossibility 

tain  the  fcetus  and  its  involucra  at  the  end  of  rendering  any  «— iafampff  by  art  who«  no 

of  the  ninth  month.  effort  is  made  by  nature  to  establiah  an 

In  a  few  rare  cases  the  ovum  has  made  opening  in  the  abdominal  parietea  through 

its  way  firom  the  canal  of  the  fallopian  tube  which  the  foetus  may  escape.     A  woman, 

into  the  muscular  coat  of  the  uterus.     M.  get.   35,    who  had  been    married  thirteen 

Breschet  has  collected  together  all  the  ex-  years  and  had  never  been  pregnant,  rented 

amples  of  this  variety  of  extra-uterine  gea-  to  menstruate  in  July  1840,  and  soon  a^ter 

tation,  which  is  usually  called  the  intersti-  began  to  have  all  the  symptoms  of  preg- 

tial.    The  ovum  does  not  in  these  oases  lie  nancy.    In  November,  the  abdomen,  whidi 

under  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  uterus,  or  had  previously  enlarged,  diminiahed  some- 

betweeen    the    muscular  coat    and   lining  what  in  size,  and  at  the  end  of  March  1841 

membrane,  but  between  the  layers  of  the  she  had  violent  pains  like  those  of  labouTp 

muscular  fibres.     Five  times  out  of  seven  it  with  a  thin  rad-coloured  discharge  ftom  the 

has  been  found  on  the  left  side,  either  above,  vagina.     I  saw  her  with  Mr.  Pickering,  of 

behind,  or  below  the  entrance  of  the  fallo-  Hammersmith,  on  the  24th  April,    1841. 

plan  tube  into  the  uterus,  which  in  no  case  The  areolm  were  then  broad  and  dark,  and 

had  a  communication  with  the  cavity  in  milk  oould  mdily  be  preased  out  of  both 

which  the  ovum  was  contained.    The  symp*  nipples,  but  the  glands  wera  not  enlarged* 

toms  and  termination  of  these  cases  have  A  hard  irregular  tumor  occupied  the  hypo* 

been  similar  to  esses  of  tubal  gestation.  gastrium  ;  but  on  the  left  side  it  waa  aoft 

In  about  one-half  of  all  the  eases  of  extra-  and  an  obscure  fluctuation  was  fdt  in  thia 

uterine   gestation  which  have    been  pub-  portion  of  it    The  umbilicus  was  very  little 

lished,  the  ovum  had  not  entered  the  folio-  protruded,  and  there  were  no  white  Una  oo 

pian  tube,  but  had  become  attached  to  the  the  sides  of  the  abdomen.     No  movcncnlB 

ovarium,  or  some  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  of  a  fostos  were  felt,  nor  any  sound  heaitL 

The  embryo  has  usually,  in  these  instances  The  cavity  of  the  pelvis  was  oecupied  by  a 

of  ventral  gestation,  been  found  contained  in  hard  immoveable  mass,  and  the  os  uteri  VM 

a  vascular  cyst,  with  a  pUu^enU  and  funis  aa  forced  up  by  this  behind  the  symphysis  pa* 

in  ordinary  pregnancy.     Except  some  pe-  bis  so  high  that  it  oould  scanelybotoadwd. 

culiarly  diatressing  symptoms  experienced  The  condition  of  the  mamme,  and  thesvd* 

by  the  mother  during  pregnancy,  nothing  den  suppression  of  the  cftamenia  in  July 

unusual  has  been  observed  till  the  end  of  1840,  without  previous  bsd  health  or  obvim 

the  ninth  month,  when  pains  like  those  of  cause,  made  it  probable  that  conoepticn  had 

labour  have  come  on,  and  the  movements  of  then  taken  place,  though  some  of  the  symn* 

the  foetus  have  gradually  oessed.     In  some  toms  of  pregnancy  were  absent     She  died 

eases,  before  the  end  of  the  ninth  month  the  in  December  1841 ;   and  on  openmg  tke 

foetus  has  died,  and  the  uterus  has  shewn  no  abdomen  we  found  a  large  m«pff7iiS  tiM 

disposition  to  contract,  as  in  labour.    The  grarid  uterus  m  the  seventh  month,  oeea* 

death  of  the  mother  may  take  place  from  pying  the  whole  of  the  hypogastrinm.    The 

inflammation  of  the  parts  around  the  dead  intestines  and  omentum  firmly  adhend  to 

foetus,  or  she  may  recover  after  the  bonea  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor,  which  felt  hard 

have  escaped,  or  been  extracted  through  an  in  aome  parts,   and  fluctuated  in  otheiib 

opening  in  the  abdominal  parietea,  or  in  the  On  opening  this  thick  cyst  a  great  quanftitT 

coaU  of  the  rectum  or  bladder;  orthefoetus  of  fluid,  like  thin  pus,  escapA,  aadaiNiv 

may  be  retained  in  the  abdomen  for  many  feet  fotns  of  rix  numtha,  with  ita  f^tfcn^ 

years.    The  cyst  which  contains  the  foetus  cord  and  placenta.    The  cyst  adhered  totihe 

usually  eontraoto  adhesions  with  the  abdo-  whole  of  the  posterior  and  upper  surihee  ef 

mioal  parietea,  and  an  effort  is  made  by  the  utema,  which  was  kner  iSn  »»^*«*nl 

BBtuie  to  expel  the  dead  fiatua  throughran  and  the  eerris  was  cooaidmbW  i^>>rtZ!? 

tUoerated  opening.     In  the  treatment  of  ThewaUaof  the  utma  were  hSd^TS 
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Ike  cftvltf  empty.    Howtheeyitwuibnned  ing  ptrti  and  tides  of  the  pelTit,  produce 

I  could  not  uoertain,  nor  its  preciee  itruc-  the  eame  efiect,  by  prerenting  that  free  ez- 

ture.     It  adhered  bo  firmly  to  all  the  parta  panaion  of  the  organ  which  is  requisite  dor* 

around,  and  they  were  ao  much  disorganised  ing  the  growth  of  the  foetus.     A  rigid  un* 

by  inflammation,   that  the  ovaria  and  the  j^i^ding  state  of  the  parietes  of  the  uterus, 

tubes  could  not  be  distinctly  seen  in  the  too  great  sensibility  and  contractility  of  its 

oonfosed  masa,  and  1  was  unable  to  deter-  fibres,  feebleness  and  relaxation  of  the  cer« 

mine  whether  it  waa  a  case  of  yentral  or  viz,  or  atony  of  the  whole  organ,  either  from 

tubal  gestation.  original  constitution  or  long-continued  leu« 

corrhoea,   immoderate  heat  of  the  uterus 

The  causes,  S!fmptom$,  and  ireaimemt  qf  from  ^  excited  state  of  the  nerres,  and  a 

o^oriian,  chronic  inflammatory  or  irritatiTe  state  of 

The  ordinery  term  of  utero-gestation  is  its  yessels,  have  all  been  admitted  by  the 
isrtf  mmkm,  wr  tno  hnndred  and  eighty  most  recent  authors  to  be  frequent  causes 
days ;  but  the  contents  of  the  gravid  uterus  of  abortion,  though  I  think  on  very  insufli- 
are  often  expelled  before  the  completion  of  cient  grounds  ;  indeed,  there  is  no  evidence 
the  natural  period,  when  the  organs  of  the  to  prove  that  such  states  of  the  uterus  ever 
foetus  have  not  been  sufficiently  developed  to  exist  during  pregnancy,  to  produce  abortion 
enable  it  to  support  an  independent  exist-  sr  any  other  morbid  symptom.  Sofarflrom 
enee.  The  expulsion  of  an  ovum  from  the  the  parietes  of  the  uterus  being  in  a  rigid 
uterus  before  the  end  of  the  sixth  month,  unyielding  state  during  pregnaniT',  it  is 
whether  the  foetus  be  alive  or  dead,  is  <tt6u«  known  that  one  of  the  fint  effects  of  oon- 
ally  called  abortion  or  minrnninfr  When  ception  is  to  render  them  unusually  soft  and 
delivery  does  not  take  pitmtiM  the  seventh  vascular,  and  the  layers  of  muscular  fibres 
month,  but  beiosie  flhe  «nd  of  the  ninth  easily  separated  from  one  another, 
month,  the  fiUU  Mng  then  capable  of  sus-  When  pregnant  women  are  affected  with 
taining  Jlfe,  Ihe  process  is  called  prematura  typhus  fever,  scarlatina,  measles,  small-pox, 
Jihtar.  Tliere  is  no  proper  distinction  be-  and  other  acute  febrile  diseases,  abortion  not 
^SMB  these,  and  it  would  perhaps  be  mora  unfrequently  ensues*  It  is  diflkndt  to  de* 
correct  to  say  that  abortion  took  place  termine  whether  this  arises  from  the  dele- 
whenever  the  contents  of  the  uterus  were  terions  matter  which  enten  the  system  of 
prematurely  expelled.  Abortion  is  a  fre-  the  mother  passing  into  the  foetus  and  de* 
quent  occurrence  in  the  early  and  latter  stroying  its  life,  or  from  the  increased  de* 
months  of  pregnancy,  among  women  in  all  termination  of  blood  which  takes  place  into 
ranks  of  society.  In  the  higher  and  middle  the  vessels  of  the  uterus,  and  the  consequent 
dassea  it  is,  I  believe,  folly  as  frequent  an  detachment  of  the  placenta.  Many  preg- 
oocurrence  as  in  females  of  the  lower  orders,  nant  women  affected  with  small-pox  die  in 
who  are  much  exposed  to  bodily  fktigue  and  an  early  stage  firom  uterine  haemorrhage, 
mental  anxiety.  The  causes  of  the  accident  which  no  remedies  can  control.  Dr.  Ore- 
are  numerous,  snd  often  extremely  obscure,  gory  has  informed  me  that  he  has  seen,  at 
They  have  been  arranged  under  two  heads :  die  Small-pox  Hospital,  many  female  pa* 
those  which  depend  upon  the  parent,  on  tients  die  in  this  manner ;  sypUlis  and  mer* 
some  local  or  constitutional  disesse  in  the  cury  probably  both  act  as  specific  poisons 
mother,  or  «n  some  morbid  condition  of  upon  the  foetus  in  utero,  and  directly  destroy 
the  ovum,  or  in  thi  contents  of  the  gravid  its  vitality.  Abortion  has  sometimes  speedily 
uterus.  followed  the  application  of  external  violence, 

All  the  organic  drtbases  of  the  uterus  may  as  the  extraction  of  a  tooth,  or  pressure  of 

be  considered  causes  of  abortion.    Whentfa«  the  hypogastrium,  violent  exercise,  driving 

uterus  is  aflSected  with  cancer,  orfibro-cartl-  along  a  rough  roiad  in  a  carriage  without 

laginous  tumors  grow  in  its  parietes,  the  springs,  dancing,  the  employment  of  the 

enlargement  of  the  organ  cannot  take  place  warm  bath,  and  the  administration  of  acrid 

during  pregnancy  ia  Vm  usual  manner,  and  cathartics  and  strong  emetics.      Abortion 

it  eontracta  prematurely,  and  expels  its  con-  has  also  frequently  followed  strong  mentel 

tents ;  it  admits  of  a  certain,  but  not  of  the  emotion,  eapedally  joy  and  fear,  and  violent 

requisite  degree  of  development.     Abortion  nervous  shcxsks  of  every  description.    Most 

is  often  one  of  the  fint  syn^ptoms  of  malig-  of  these  causes  probably  act  either  by  pro- 

nant  rtisrasr  of  the  uterus ;  snd  women  who  dudng  a  great  flow  of  blood  to  the  uterus, 

have  in  the  walls  of  the  uterus  a  number  of  or  by  iiritating  its  nervous   system,  and 

fibrous  tamon  imbedded,  as  in  ikisprepa*  causing  the  muscular  fibres  to  contract  and 

raiiim,  never  carry  their  children  to  the  fhll  expel  the  ovum.    There  are  some  constitu- 

period ;  it  cannot  possibly  expand  so  as  to  tional  diseases  in  one  or  both  of  the  pareutSf 

contain  a  foetus  at  the  end  of  pregnancy,  the  nature  of  which  it  is  difficult  or  impos- 

Tumon  and  cysts  of  the  ovaria  or  broad  sible  to  determine,  which  have  no  oonnectioB 

ligaments,   and   mothid  adhcsioiis  o#  the  with  syphilis,  and   yet  produce   lepestod 

uterus  and  its  tppendages  to  the  inrroimd-  abortion  by  destroying  the  lifo  of  the  foetus. 
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But  by  hr  the  most  frequent  cause  of  the  different  periods  of  pregnancj.      There  is 
accident  is  a  morbid  condition  of  the  ovom  now  before  you  on  the  table  a  Uirge  col- 
itself,  by  which  the  embryo  perishes,  and  is  lection  of  morbid  ora  which  were  expelled  in 
ezpeUed  from  the  uterus  like  a  polypus,  the  abortion  before  the  end  of  the  third  month  of 
placenta,  or  any  other  foreign  body.     The  pregnancy,  and  by  examining  tiiese  in  detail 
OTum  becomes  blighted,  or  deprived  of  life  you  will  soon  become  acquainted  with  all  the 
in  consequence  of  the  presence  of  some  or-  changes  of  strocture  to  which  the  membranes, 
ganic  disease  in  the  embryo,  or  its  envelopes,  placenta,  vesicula  umbilicalis,  funis,  and  em- 
and  when  dead  it  is  usually  thrown  off  by  the  bryo,  are  liable.     The  most  common  morbid 
uterus  before  the  full  period.     This  is  the  appearances  in  these  ova  are  the  the  follow- 
cause  of  habitual  abortion  in  the  greatest  ing: — ^atrophy  of  the  vesicula  umbilicalis, 
number  of  cases,  some  disease  of  the  ovum  thickening  and  induration  of  the  placental 
taking  place  about  the  same  period  in  sue-  and  uterine  and  reflected  deddna,  and  obli- 
oessive  pregnancies..    The  expression  in  com-  teration  or  obstruction  of  their  venous  «in«if  • 
mon  use,  the  habit  of  aborting,  has  no  signi-  hypertrophy  of  the  placenta  and  villi  of  the 
fication,  and  affords  no  explanation  of  the  chorion,  deposits  of  coagula  of  maternal  blood 
cause  of  the  first  abortion,  or  in  what  manner  in  the  cavernous  structure  of  the  placenta  and 
the  habit  came  to  be  formed.     When  the  of  the  chorion,  which  have  taken  place  at 
embryo  and  involucra  are  healthy,  they  are  different  periods,  have  become  in  some  parts 
not  easily  detached  from  the  utenis,    but  white  or  yellow,  extremely  dense,  and  seem 
\rhen  affected  with  disease,  the  most  trifling  at  first  sight  organized,  though  not  really  so. 
mental  emotion,  or  physical  shock,  is  suf-  In  some  of  these  ova  the  placenta  and  villi 
ficient  to  rouse  the  uterus  into  action,  and  to  of   the  chorion  are  greatly  developed,  and 
excite  it  to  expel  its  morbid  contents.     Tlie  their   cavernous  structure  completely  dis- 
real  cause  of  the  accident  is  most  frequently  tended  with  hard  masses  of  coagulated  blood, 
overlooked ;  every  thing  may  have  been  ap-  The  obstruction  in  the  veins  of  the  placental 
parently  going  on  favourably,  and  the  oc-  and  uterine  decidua  has  probably  been  the 
currence  is  attributed  to  some  circumstance  cause  in  most  of  them  of  the  obstructed  cir- 
wholly  inadequate  to  produce  so  powerful  an  culation  and  coagulation  of  the  maternal  blood 
effect.     Prqpiant  women  have  had  the  bones  in  their  cavernous  structure,  producing  what 
of  the  extremities  fractured,  and  have  suffered  has  appropriately  been  termed  phicental  apo- 
other  greivous  bodily  injuries,  without  mis-  plcxy,  or  apoplexy  of  the  ovum.    When  you 
carrying,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  cut  through  the  walls  of  these  ova,  you  see 
criminal  attempts  to  procure  abortion   are  nothing  between  the  thickened  decidua  and 
often  made  unsuccessfully  in  consequence  of  chorion,  but  these  hard  irregular  masses  of 
thedifSculty  which  is  experienced  in  detach,  coagulated  blood,    which    often  cause  the 
ing  a  healthy  living  ovum  from  the  uterus,  membrane  of  the  chorion  to  present  a  num- 
Mauriceau  relates  the  history  of  a  woman  her  of  smooth  projections  inward  upon  the 
who  escaped  by  a  window  from  the  third  amnion.    The  amnion  in  most  of  them  is 
floor  of  her  house  when  on  fire,  and  in  her  perfect,  but  there  is  fivquently  no  embryo 
fall  to  the  ground  fractured  her  arm,  yet  contained  within  the  amnion,  and  sometimes 
abortion  did  not  follow.  The  case  of  a  young  no  umbilical  cord.     Oftener  then  is  an  um- 
woman  is  related  by  Madame  Lachapelle,  bilical  cord  of  unusual  length,  and  tichtlv 
who  threw  herself  into  a  deep  pit,  and  suffered  twisted,  with  a  few  irregular  tufts  at  its  ex- 
injuries  of  which  she  subsequently  died ;  yet  tremity,  in  place  of  an  embryo.  These  lanre 
the  foetus  was  not  expelled.  In  several  cases  morbid  ova  constitute  what  some  of  the 
of  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  in  one  which  has  older  authors,  and  also  some  of  the  more 
occurred  within  the  last  few  weeks,  at  the  recent  writers  on  abortion,  have  called  moles 
end  of  the  fifth  month,  and  in  another  still  and  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  formed 
earlier,  I  have  passed  up  into  the  uterus  this  sometimes  in  the  uterus  without  conception 
probe-pointed  silver  catheter,  and  detached  and  to  be  unorganized  massed      In  some 
the  membranes  of  the  ovum  enUrely  from  women  these  changes  of  structure  are  alwavs 
thelowerpartof  the  uterus,  yet  uterine  con-  observed  in  the  ova  expelled  in  repeated 
traction  and  abortion  did  not  follow,  until  abortion,  and  it  is  often  difficult  or  imDoT 
the  same  instrument  was  re-introduoed  and  sible  to  explain  their  cause,  if  it  cannotbo 
the  membranes  perforated.     Perforation  of  referred    to  constitutional  diseases  of  the 
the  membranes  is  invariably  followed  by  the  parents.     I  beUeve  inflammation  is  rarelv  if 
expulsion  of  the  uterine  oontenU  in  no  long  ever  the  cause  of  the  thickening  of  the  mem. 
^"'iSi  branes  of  the  ovum,  and  especially  of  the 
The  pathology  of  the  human  ovum  has  decidua,  and  I  am  now  disposed  to  think  that 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  greater  number  the  morbid  alterations  of  structuie  in  the 
of  accoucheurs  from  Mauriceau  to  the  pre-  phicenta,  observed  at  a  more  advanced  period 
sent  Ume,  and  their  writings  contain  ex-  of  gestation,  which  have  been  attribuM  bv 
amples  of  nearly  all  the  diseases  which  affect  pathotogists  to  inflammation,  depend  upon 
the  contents  of  the  gravid  uterus  at  the  other  causes,  «id  that  inflammatiSn;  as  ?b! 
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vetted  in  other  organs,  u  seldom  met  with  says  these  cysts  are  collected  sometimes 
in  any  part  of  the  human  ovnm,  either  in  the  around  a  common  axis,  sometimes  disposed 
early  or  later  periods  of  pregnancy.  like  gprapes,  opposite  to  one  another,  or  alter- 
In  several  of  the  morbid  ova  before  you,  nate  at  small  distances ;  at  other  times  they 
the  great  capacity  of  the  amnion  makes  it  are  separated  by  a  great  intenral.  Every 
probable  that  the  liquor  amnii  before  the  end  vesicle  has  several  slender  roots  or  pedicles, 
.of  the  second  month  had  been  secreted  in  a  some  have  two,  others  threcf  others  four  or 
much  larger  quantity  than  usual,  and  that  five.  Some  of  these  are  as  slender  as  a 
dropsy  of  the  amnion  was  the  cause  of  their  spider's  thread ;  at  other  times  they  are  large 
premature  expulsion.  In  thU  otmm  of  three  and  hollow.  The  vesicles,  he  adds,  have  an 
months  there  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  ovoid,  spheroidal,  cylindrical,  or  triangular 
fluid,  like  liquor  amnii,  between  die  amnion  form.  Some  have  &e  shape  of  a  bag-pipe, 
and  chorion,  and  in  others  a  large  clot  of  or  are  bicpmed :  they  have  all  a  reticular 
blood  has  occupied  the  same  situation  between  structure,  and  if  an  incision  be  made  into 
these  membranes.  At  a  later  period,  the  one  of  them  we  find  that  its  cavity  is  tra- 
presence  of  an  excessive  quantity  of  liquor  versed  by  a  great  number  of  lamellae,  and 
amnii,  and  the  over  distension  of  the  uterus;  white  shining  fibres,  and  divided  into  cells 
most  frequently  excites  premature  contrac-  which  are  filled  with  a  limpid  or  bloody  fluid, 
tioDS.  and  communicate  with  one  another.  The 
But  there  is  another  remarkable  disease  walls  of  the  cysts  consist  of  a  firm  fibrous 
peculiar  to  the  human  ovum,  which  some-  tissue.  The  greater  number,  he  continues, 
times  commences  at  an  early  period  of  preg-  are  connected  with  the  villosities  of  the 
nancy,  and  is  almost  invariably  followed  by  chorion,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  as 
the  destruction  of  the  embryo,  and  abortion,  they  enlarge  and  multiply  they  may  per- 
This  disease  has  been  known  firom  the  earliest  fbrate  the  decidua.  I  have  had  no  time  to 
periods,  and  has  been  described  under  various  examine  these  cysts  with  the  requisite  care, 
names  :  as  the  vesicular  mole,  hydatic  mole,  to  ascertain  whether  this  account  of  their 
hydrometra  hydatica,  uterine  hydatids,  and  structure  be  perfectly  correct.  Their  causes 
serous  cysts  of  the  placenta.  There  are  several  and  origin  are  still  involved  in  the  greatest 
specimens  of  this  curious  disease  upon  the  obscurity;  for  ifit  be  true  that  they  invariably 
table,  from  which  you  will  be  able  to  trace  commence  in  the  villi  of  the  chorion  and 
its  progress  from  the  commencement  in  a  placenta,  it  is  not  proved  that  the  viUi  are 
few  small  cysts  in  the  placenta  and  villi  of  simply  transformed  into  these  peculiar  cysts, 
the  chorion,  to  the  complete  transformation  Bidloo  thought  they  originated  in  lymphatic 
of  the  ovum  into  a  great  mass  of  cysts  of  a  vessels,  and  Valisneri  says  that  he  ascertained 
very  peculiar  character,  and  which  I  believe  with  the  microscope  (and  you  know  some 
are  never  met  with  in  any  other  organ  of  the  very  strange  things  lately  have  been  said  to 
body,  except  the  uteris,  and  never  in  the  be  ascertained  by  it),  that  the  lymphatic  ves* 
uterus  unless  conception  has  taken  place,  and  sels  of  the  placenta,  chorion,  and  amnion,  and 
only  in  one  portion  of  the  ovum,  between  umbilical  cord,  have  attached  to  them  an  in« 
the  deddna  and  membrane  of  the  chorion.  If  finite  number  of  little  globules  which  ter- 
you  look  at  thi$  tpecimen,  which  is  only  a  rainate  at  their  ultimate  ramifications  in  the 
small  portion  of  a  large  mass  of  these  cysts  same  kind  of  structure,  and  be  conceives 
which  was  expelled  in  the  sixth  month,  with  that  the  vesicular  mole  is  the  product  of 
great  hemorrhage,  you  will  see  that  they  are  these  globules  or  pouches  enlarged  by  diseased 
all  covered  on  the  outer  surface  by  a  thin  action.  Othera  have  taken  the  same  view  of 
soft  yellow  membrane,  which  is  the  decidua.  the  subject,  although  an  absorbent  and  lym« 
I  bdieve  they  have  always  at  their  com-  phatic  vessel  has  never  been  seen,  I  believe, 
Diencement  the  decidua  interposed  between  in  the  villi  of  the  chorion.  As  the  villi  of 
them  and  the  uterus,  but  in  ihU  specitnen  of  the  chorion  are  not  blood-vessels,  the  hypo- 
the  disease  at  an  early  period  a  few  of  these  thesis  of  Cruvdlhier  also  necessarily  falls  to 
small  cysts  are  seen  without  being  covered  the  ground.  One  thing,  I  believe,  is  certain, 
with  decidua,  and  if  this  was  not  left  in  the  though  not  admitted  by  all  writen,  that  this 
uterus  on  their  expulsion,  they  must  have  is  a  disease  of  the  ovum,  and  that  it  is  never 
been  in  contact  with  the  uterus.  The  pre-  seen  unless  conception  has  taken  place.  In 
seiice  of  a  few  of  these  small  cysts  is  sufficient  all  the  specimens  which  1  have  examined, 
to  produce  abortion.  In  thU  tpecimen  you  can  some  fragments  of  the  placenta  have  remained 
see  some  of  these  cysts  not  larger  than  a  to  prove  this,  and  sometimes  the  membrane 
pin's  head,  and  othera  as  large  as  a  walnut,  of  the  chorion  and  amnion  hafe  existed,  and 
They  have  a  round,  cylindrical,  or  oblong  even  an  umbilical  cord  and  embryo,  as  re- 
shape, with  one  or  more  slender  stalks  or  presented  in  this  figure  of  CruveUhier.  A 
roots,  by  which  they  grow  from  one  another,  woman  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Seymour  died 
A  large  cyst  has  generally  a  number  of  some  time  ago  in  St.  George's  Hospital,  after 
smaller  ones  growing  from  its  outer  surface  a  mass  of  these  serous  cysts  had  been  ex- 
by  several  slender  filaments.      Cruveiihier  pelled  from  the  uterus,  and  there  was  a  true 
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oorpns  lateam  la  one  of  the  OTaria,  with  the  tinder  hydatids  of  the  ateraa,  the  body  ef  Ibe 
yellow  matter  outside  both  layers  of  the  visciu  will  be  fovnd  eokurgedi  and  sodde&lj 
Graafian  yesicle,  as  you  have  seen  in  many  bulging  oat  from  the  upper  part  of  the  oerriz. 
other  preparations  in  which  ova  were  con-  AU  these  symptoms  attend  other  enlaiged 
tained  in  the  tubes  and  uterus,  or  had  been  states  of  the  uteniSi  but  there  remains  to  be 
expelled  a  short  time  before  death.  Those  mentioned  one  other  symptom,  which  serves 
who  maintain  that  these  cysts  are  sometimes  to  distinguish  this  disease  from  all  oth«rs, 
formed  in  the  uterus  without  conception,  and  from  pregnancy,  and  this  symptom  .is 
have  not  attempted  to  explain  the  manner  in  the  discharge  of  an  almost  colourless  wateiy 
which  they  originate,  nor  those  large  single  fluid."  This  symptom  has  not  been  observed 
hydatids  which  are  also  reported  to  have  in  any  of  the  cases  I  have  seen,  and  therefore 
qccasionally  been  developed  in  its  cavity,  little  or  no  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  it 
without  impregnation.  as  a  mean  of  diagnosis.  Profuse  hsemorr- 
Many  ova  are  expelled  from  the  uterus  hage,  however,  has  been  an  almost  constant 
soon  after  the  commencement  of  this  disease,  symptom  for  some  time  before  the  uterus  has 
and  the  symptoms  do  not  differ  from  those  contracted  upon  its  contents,  and  where  the 
which  are  observed  in  cases  where  abortion  re-  nature  of  the  affection  is  dearly  ascertained 
sultsfromtbeotherchangesofstructurealready  all  the  means  in  our  power  abould  be  em- 
described.  It  is  impossible  before  the  ovum  ployed  to  bring  on  vigorous  action  of  the 
is  expelled  and  dissected  to  know  the  precise  uterus.  The  binder  and  pressure  should  be 
disease  which  has  led  to  the  accident,  unless  employed  over  the  fundus  uteri,  and  the 
ova  expelled  before  prematurely  by  the  same  ergot  of  rye  given  in  sufficient  dosea.  If 
person  have  been  carefully  examined,  and  these  means  should  fail,  and  the  hsemonhsge 
the  cause  ofthe  habitual  abortion  determined,  should  continue  very  profuse,  H  might  be 
and  even  then  the  diagnosis  is  often  imper-  justifiable  and  proper  to  pass  the  whole  hand 
feet.  Where  an  ovum  affected  with  this  dis-  into  the  uterus  and  remove  the  mass  of  cysts. 
ease  is  retained  in  the  uterus  till  the  rixth  or  The  os  uteri  has  not,  however,  been  in  soon- 
seventh  month,  the  symptoms  during  the  dition  to  admit  of  the  introduction  of  the 
first  three  or  four  months  do  not  usually  hand,  in  any  of  the  oases  I  have  seen,  and  in 
diiler  much  from  those  of  ordinary  preg-  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy  it  is  seldom 
nancy,  except  that  in  some  there  is  a  dis-  safe  or  easy  to  pass  the  whole  hand  through 
position  to  hssmorrhage  and  abortion  mani-  the  os  uteri,  and  probably  the  object  might 
fested.  Menstruation  is  suppressed,  the  beaccomplishedbyintrodudng  the  hand  into 
same  sympathetic  affections  of  the  uterus  are  the  vagina,  and  only  dilating  the  os  uteri  with 
observed,  the  uterus  enlaiges,  and  its  fundus  the  fingers.  We  should  trust  to  aU  the  usual 
about  the  fifth  month  can  be  felt  in  the  hypo-  means  for  exciting  uterine  oontraotions,  sad 
gastrium,  snd  the  areolea  round  the  nipples  checking  the  flooding,  before  recourse  is  had 
are  dark ;  but  there  is  no  quickening,  and  no  to  artificial  means  of  delivering  the  cysts, 
movements  like  those  of  the  foetus,  felt  The  death  of  the  foetus  in  utero,  and  its 
through  the  uterine  and  abdominal  parietes :  premature  expulsion,  is  frequently  the  eflfect 
the  uterus  feels  softer  than  fai  ordinary  preg-  of  a  morbid  condition  of  the  placenta.  Hie 
nancy,  and  the  sound  of  the  foetal  hnrt  and  diseases  of  the  placenta,  nmbUical  cord,  and 
nterine  arteries  is  not  heard.  The  os  uteri  is  foetus,  and  the  symptoms  and  treatment  of 
felt  open,  but  not  hard  or  irregular,  the  neck  abortion,  will  form  the  subject  fk  the  next 
is  shortened,  and  the  body  feltenla^ied.  The  lecture. 

diagnosis  is  sometimes  extremely  difficult,     ^ 

and  without   carefully   examining    all  the  -^^•.«.^«— ^ .,  ^ ^ 

^rmptoms,  and  ascertaining  the^act  con-  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  BILE. 

cUtion  of  the  uterus,  it  will  be  impossible  to  

avoid  committing  mistakes  in  some  of  these  ifv  4x^  vm*^  ^^^x    »^  j*    t  r^     sa 

cases.    Sir  CrcSrke  says, -hydatids  of  the  Tb  the  BdUfn-^th:  Mtduiid  GmutU. 

uterus  do  not  appear  to  produce  any  peculiar  SiR, 


symptoms,  with  Ac  exception  of  one,  to  be  As  I  believe  the  object  of  your  jonmal 

!?/T?^  •T^'*    ^•J^'^^T'*^  to  be  to  respect  truth,  and  recoJd  ihcts 

t^^^^^^^^.  hi^tSrr  ^^^^  ^'^  c^^tinue  v'aluable  long  after 

anae  out  or  tne  pressure  made  by  tbe  en-    ^ _^     j       *    j»  *•_  *♦  P 

Urged  uterus  up6n  the  circun^ac^t  parts,  namesandparty  distinctions  must  cea«e, 

sndi as retentiorof  the urinefrt>m com>res.  ^^  y?"  P^"»^^ me  to  male  a  few  ob- 

sion  ofthe  meatus  urinarius,  conatipation  of  servations  on  a  subject  which  ments  a 

the  bowels  fit>m  compression  of  the  nctum,  ™^ch  more  extensive  and  ngid  mvea- 

oedema  and  cramp  of  the  lower  extremities,  tigation  tiian  the  mere  limits  of  a  brief 

Iliesesymptomsare  not,  however,  necessarily  notice  wUl  allow  me  to  devote  to  it. 

present,  and  instances  have  occurred  in  which  On  receiving  your  number    for    this 

they  have  been  altogether  wanting.    In  the  week  I  was  much  ratified  to  find  that 

examination  of  a  patient,  he  adds,  labouring  Dr.  Golding  Bird  nas  given  some  at- 
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tention  to  the  theories  which  have  Prof.  Cumminff  of  finishhig  the  analysis 
lately  been  advanced  intended  to  ex-  of  thehumanbne,and  that  of  one  species 
plain  those  changes  which  are  con-  offish — the  cod-fish  (r*a<fMilforrAum), 
stantly  proceeding  ia  organic  life,  and  the  details  of  which  I  hope  shortly  to 
to  reconcile  some  of  the  discrepancies  have  the  honour  of  brinspn?  before  the 
supposed  to  exist  in  the  phenomena  Cambridge  Philosophical  society,  but 
resulting  from  the  ever-changing  com-  which  would  be  too  lon^  to  include  in 
bination  of  organic  elements,  ft  gave  this  note.  The  examination  of  the 
me  sincere  pleasure  also  to  find  that  bile  of  the  camivorae  is  in  progress. 
Dr.  Bird  has  the  spirit,  by  no  means  Allow  me,  then,  sir,  to  state  that  the  cho- 
common  in  the  present  da^,  to  acknow-  leic  acid  of  Demar^ay  is  not  the  organic 
ledge  the  labours  and  mentof  his  own  constituent  of  the  bile;  it  is  merely 
countryman,  and  that  the  profound  a  part  of  that  organic  constituent ;  and, 
thought  and  honest  researches  of  Dr.  secondly,  that  tne  formula  proposed  by 
Prout,  the  father  of  orp;anic  chemistry  Liebig — C76  N2  Hes  Oaa — is  not  only 
in  reference  to  its  apphcation  to  patho-  difierent  from  the  formula  proposed  by 
logy,  have  again  been  brought  to  the  Demar^ay,  but  contrary  to  the  facts  of 
recollection  of  many,  who,  much  to  the  case,  as  proved  by  the  almost  iden- 
their  own  disadvantage,  have  for  many  tical  results  of  Demar9ay  and  Dumas, 
a  year  neglected  them,  and  utterly  overthrown  by  the  atomic 
I  must  not,  however,  enter  upon  a  weight  found  by  Demar^a;^.  This 
subject  which  leaves  room  for  reflec-  is  a  mere  subject  of  arithmetic,  which 
tion  upon  the  honestj^  and  self-respect  any  person  can  test,  but  which,  on  a 
of  oar  countrymen,  in  giving  up  tneir  future  occasion,  I  shall  have  ftest 
just  claims  to  the  mere  excitement  of  in  enlarging  on.  And  here  permit  me 
novelty,  but  proceed  to  correct  an  error  to  remark,  that  all  chemical  formuls 
which  lies  at  the  root  of  all  investign-  resolve  themselves  into  two  classes ; 
tions  on  a  subject  alluded  to  in  the  the  first,  in  which  the  ratios  of  the 
lecture  before  us  —viz.  the  composition  respective  elements,  as  found  by  actual 
of  the  bile.  In  a  former  number  of  analysis,  are  multiplied  by  the  atomic 
your  journal  I  stated  that  any  conclu-  weight,  also  found  by  analysis ;  thus 
sions  deduced  from  the  constitution  of  giving  the  actual  nnmber  as  well  as 
the  bile,  as  found  in  the  ox,  must  be  ratio  of  atoms  entering  into  the  com- 
oonsidered  as  a  particular  case  ;  and  I  position  of  the  body  in  question :  the 
ihsrefoTe  devoted  myself,  first,  to,  the  second,  in  which  the  ratios  of  the  re- 
investigation of  the  elementary  struc-  spective  atoms  have  been  analytically 
ture  of  this  secretion  in  the  ox,  which  found,  but  in  which  the  actual  number 
has  alrc»sdy  appeared  in  the  Medical  of  atoms  is  only  a  matter  of  induction. 
Gasbttb  ;  secondlv,  to  the  composition  Now  the  first  of  these  cases  is  a  matter  of 
of  the  human  bile ;  thirdly,  to  the  demonstration ;  the  second  comes  only 
composition  of  the  bile  of  fishes ;  and  within  the  ranfi;e,  and  is  subject  to  the 
fourthly,  to  a  general  comparison  of  laws  of  probable  evidence.  Under  the 
the  elementary  composition  of  the  first  of  these  classes  we  may  &irly 
bile  of  the  carnivorous  and  grami*  include  the  analyses  and  formula  of 
nivorous  animals.  I  thus  hoped  to  be  choleic  acid,  as  originally  published  by 
able  to  furnish  facts  on  which  to  found  Demar^ay :  the  second  class,  with  some 
theories  and  deduce  general  laws ;  and  limitation,  will  admit  the  analysis  and 
by  the  very  circumstance  of  publicly  formula  of  the  above  body,  as  repre- 
undertakinff  this  extended  investiga-  sented  by  Liebig  in  page  325  of  the 
tion,  virtually  pledged  myself  for  stating  German  edition  of  his  work  on  Che- 
the  facts  of  the  case,  whether  agreeable  mistry  as  applied  to  Physiolo^  and 
or  oflTensive  to  parties  who  had  pre-  Pathology.  The  formula  C76  rl2  Hss 
viously  introduced  their  theories  to  the  Qja  is  not  only  not  checked  bv  any 
public  without  the  necessary  confirma-  atomic  weight,  but,as  above  stated,  is  in 
tion  of  facts.  I  state  this  unreservedly  direct  variance  with  one  already  found ; 
and  without  limitation,  as  no  elemen-  indeed,  to  any  person  accustomed  to 
taiy  analysis,  even  of  the  ox  bile,  was  make  organic  analyses,  the  very  num- 
ever  made  previously  to  that  published  bers  per  cent,  of  the  respective  elements, 
by  me  in  tne  Med.  Gazette.  Subse-  as  given  by  the  formma.  would  excite 
quently  to  this  communication  oppor-  suspicion,  and  lead  to  the  detection  of 
tunities  havebeen  kindly  afibrded  me  by  the  error.  I  state  the  subject  in  the  plain- 
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est  possible  terois,  as  it  has  been  al-  tion,  as  well  as  that  of  an  idiopathic 

reaay  discussed  between  Professor  Lie-  kind  caused  by  long  speaking  or  sing- 

big  and  myself  during  my  residence  at  ing^  or  that  again  which  supervenes 

Giessen ;  and  the  only  defence  he  is  during  fevers  of  a  typhoid  type,  haa 

able  to  set  up  is,  that  the  formula,  as  been  treated  successfully  by  the  exter- 

proposed  by  him,  is  expressive  of  no  nal  application  of  croton  oil,  by  Dr* 

atomic  weight,  but  merely  empirical.  Trusen,  of  Posen. 

If  so,  why  was  not  the  ratio  of  the  re-  My  own  observationt,  ai  well   aa 

spective  elements  expressed  in  their  those  recorded  by  other  medical  aotho- 

simplest  terms  ?  But,  even  then,  the  for-  rities,  are  in  perfect  accordance  with 

mula  Css  N  Hss  On  does  not  agree  with  this  statement ;  in  support  of  which, 

Demar9ay's  deduction  C42  Has  N  Ois ;  and  likewise  with  the  view  of  directing 

much   less   does   it   agree   with   the  the  attention  of  your  readers,  I  beg 

formula  of  the  ox-bile  legitimately  de-  leave  to  forward  to  you,  for  puUication 

duced  from  its  analysis,  and  which  I  in  your  valuable  periodical,  a  few  cases 

hope  shortly  to  bring  forward ;    this  of  Hoarseness  and  aphonia,  in  which 

requiring  forty-eight  atoms  of  carbon,  the  external  application  of  croton  oil 

or  ten  more  than  that  in  Liebig's  hypo-  was  prescribed  oy  myself  and  two  or 

thetical  compound.  three  other  practitioners,  with  a  com- 

My  anxiety  merely  to  correct    an  pletely  successful  result, 

error,  and  not  to  intrude  unnecessarily  A  lady  about  30  years  of  age,  of  an 

on  your  pages,  prevents  me  from  en-  hysterical  constitution,  and  having  just 

larging  on  the  important  subject  of  the  recovered  from  a  bronchitis,  after  rid- 

mode  of  constructing,  and  legitimate  ing  in  her  open  carriage  against   a 

objects    of,    chemical    formulee.     An  strong  wind,  while  conversing  at  the 

honest  conviction  of  the  importance  of  same  time,  became  hoarse,  and  m  a  few 

organic  chemistrv  in  its  application  to  days  her  voice  was  reduced  to  a  mere 

physiological  and  pathological  research  whisper. 

mustbemyexcuse,andwillbcanavaila-  Tartarized  antimony,  calomel,  &c. 

ble  one,  with  all  estimable  men,  for  at  astringent  gargles,  tonica  and  nervina, 

least  an  effort  to  check  the  disposition  were  used  without  success  for  more 

of  receiving  •   every  startling  theory  than  three  weeks.     I  now  advised  her 

without  that  careful  examination  which  to  have  three  drops  of  croton  oil  rubbed 

all  general  principles  demand.  into  the  skin  covering  the  larynx  twice 

I  remain,  sir,  a  day,  until  pustules  made  their  ap- 

Your  obedient  servant,  pearance,  when  the  oil  was  to  be  ap- 

Geo.  Kemp,  M.B.  Cantab.  plied  either  once  a  day,  or  on  every 

St.  Peter's  College,  Cambridge,  second  day.     An  improvement  in  the 

Feb.  IS,  1843.  voicc  was  observed  on  the  third  day, 

and  on  the  sixth  it  was  as  loud  and 


HOARSENESS  TREATED  SUCCESS-  "= Y,;^^:!;^^  lto7a  K^oThibit 

FULLY  Qf  body,  after  the  suppression  of  tinea 

Bv  THE  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION  OF  capitis  by  somc  uostrum,  was  affected 

CROTON  OIL.  with  hoarseness,  which  in  time  became 

a  complete  aphonia.    When  I  first  saw 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  J{j«  child,  the  affection  of  voice  was  of 

three. and  a  half  months'  standing, 

SiRf  during  which   time  various  domestic 

In  one  of  the  medical  journals  of  last  medicmes  had  been  resorted  to  by  his 

week,  notice  was  taken  of  a  paper  nub-  mother,  but  in  vain.     I  pre8cril)ed  a 

lished  in  Hufeland's  Journal,  in  wnich  blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  to  be 

it  is  stated  that  hoarseness  proceeding  kept  open ;  some  gentle  aperient,  infu- 

from  laryngeal  and  tracheal  mflamma-  sion  of  valerian,  and  a  gargle  with 

___ alum.     These    means,   continued  for 

*  To  prevent  tbe  remotest  risk  of  miBonder-  more  than  a  fortnight,   producing  no 

»t«nding,  I  b«  j*;»*»»?^y  *V  •{■I®  **!?*  •S.J?*:  favourable  effect  whatever  on  the  vocal 

pressing  myself  thus  strongly  1  do  so  without  ^„,^^„     t    ^u^^ji^^^a    *u^^       -.  j 

the  sulhtest  allusion  to  individoiUs,  but  to  a  organs.   1  abandoned  them,  and  or- 

genersftendency  too  characteristic  of  our  times,  dered  the  application  of  two  drops  of 

and  sadly  nubversive  of  that  wholesome  caution  <.r«ton    oil    to   ih**  infpmimpnria   n7  tho 

so  necessarj' in  the  investigation  of  subjects  which  J-^oion   oil   lO   me  incegumencs  OI  me 

are  not  capable  of  rigid  rtemonstrativr  proof.  larynx,  as  in  the  abovc  casc.      On  the 
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sixth  day  the  voice  reappeared  for  the  tinued  for  a  week,  when,  as  there  ap- 

first  time,  and  on  the  thirteenth  the  peared  no  si^  of  the  power  of  ardcu- 

child  was  in  possession  of  its  natural  lation  returning,  I  ordered  an  emetic ; 

power  of  speech.  after  the  operation  of  which  the  natu- 

The^  celebrated  tenor,  Tichatscheck,  ral  voice  came  back  almost  as  quickly 

when  in  London  with  the  German  ope-  as  it  had  been  lost 

ratic  company  in  the  year  1841,  after  Dr.  Mankiewiez*  attended  a  younji 

performing  afatiffaing  part  in  "  Robert  person  who  was  affected  with  a  consi- 

le  Diable,''  left  the  theatre  in  rather  an  derable  degree  of  hoarseness  after  an 

excited   state,   and    the  night  being  attack  of  bronchitis,  against  which  va- 

damp  and  foggy,  caught  cold  in  re-  rioiis  remedies  had  been  tried  in  vain 

turning  home.     When  I  was  sent  for  for  a  long  time.     He  ordered  the  ex- 

the  next  morning,  I  found  him  suffer-  temal  use  of  croton  oil  once  a-day ; 

ing  from  a  slight  catarrhal  affection,  and   after   the  third  application   tne 

and  so  considerable  a  degree  of  hoarse-  voice  was  vi^rous  and  clear  as  before 

ness,  tbat  he  had  no  command  what-  the  bronchitis. 

ever  over  his  voice,  which  at  intervals  Dr.  Rombergf  gives  the  case  of  a 
he  lost  altogether.  As  his  services  fisherman,  aged  34,  who,  by  frequent 
were  requirea  almost  every  evening  in  exposure  to  wet  and  cold,  lutd  gradu- 
the  opera,  he  was  of  course  anxious  to  all^  contracted  an  aphonia ;  to  cure 
have  his  voice  restored  as  speedily  as  which  a  variety  of  remedies  had  been 
passible.  I  therefore  orderea,  in  addi-  tried  without  the  slightest  effect.  The 
tion  to  the  ordinary  treatment  for  a  aphonia  was  of  one  and  a  half  year's 
common  catarrh,  two  drops  of  croton  standing,  when  Dr.  R.  advised  the  ex- 
oil,  and  one  of  oil  of  almonds,  to  be  temal  application  of  croton  oil.  After 
rubbed  over  the  larynx  twice  in  the  the  oil  had  been  used  for  22  days,  the 
afternoon,  once  at  bed-time,  and  once  patient  was  able,  for  the  first  time,  to 
more  the  following  morning.  At  my  speak  a  few  words  aloud;'  and,  fh)m 
visit  early  next  day,  the  cold  and  tne  period  of  this  improvement,  he 
hoarseness  had  abated  so  considerably,  slowly  but  perfectly  regained  his  natural 
that  his  voice  was  loud  and  uniform,  voice. 

though  not  pure  and  clear.  There  was  A  young  lady,  18  years  of  age,  who 
present  a  good  deal  of  erythema  of  the  had  expos^  herself,  when  heated,  to  a 
integuments  of  the  throat,  and  some  cold  drauc^ht  of  air,  became  affected, 
cedematous  swellingof  the  face,  espe-  first  with  hoarseness  and  then  aphonia, 
cially  the  eyelids.  The  oil  was  discon-  Dr.  R.  had  attended  her  for  this  malady 
tinned,  spermaceti  ointment  applied  to  for  seven  weeks  without  success,  when 
the  eTytnematons  parts,  and  a  brisk  he  was  induced  to  order  the  external 
cathartic  prescribea;  after  the  action  use  of  croton  oil.  On  the  third  day  the 
of  which  the  swelling  of  the  face  en-  voice  began  to  appear  again,  and  in  a 
tirely  subsided  in  the  course  of  the  day.  few  days  afterwards  was  quite  re- 
On  the  third  day  his  voice  was  com-  established.  Andral|  also  employed 
pletely  restored  to  its  natural  purity  croton  oil  in  several  cases,  where  the 
and  clearness,  and  he  felt  himself  able  aphonia  had  resisted  all  other  known 
to  sing  again  that  evening  in  the  above-  means,  with  perfect  success.  He  di- 
named  opera,  which  he  did  with  much  rected  frictions  to  be  made  with  it  in 
etiatf  and,  as  he  told  me,  ease  to  him-  front  and  at  both  sides  of  the  neck, 
self,  and  without  any  subsequent  ac-  The  cases  above  related  are,  perhaps, 
cess  of  hoarseness.  He  was  delighted  too  few  in  number  to  justify  the  suppo- 
with  the  remedy  that  had  removed  an  sition  that  croton  oil,  in  curing  hoarse- 
evil  of  such  magnitude  to  him  in  so  ness  and  aphonia,  acts  not  only  as  a 
short  a  time,  and  declared  this  oil  to  counter-irritant,  but  has  also  some  spe- 
be  a  remedy  of  the  utmost  importance  cific  action  on  thepneumogastric  nerves, 
to  singers,  and  that  he  should  there-  especially  the  larvngeal  branches.  In 
foie  take  great  care  not  to  lose  the  those  cases  which  lell  under  my  own 
prescription.  immediate  observation  it  exerted   no 

In  a  fourth  case,  where,  in  a  young,  laxative  effect  upon  the  bowels.    This 

timid,  and  very  irritable  female,  apho-  oil  not  unfrequently  produces  a  good 

nia  ensued  instantly  after  fright,  the  ; 

external  application  of  croton  oil  was  '  SSSS.'^SSfc.^hntt'^^iil:  No.  i». 

had  recourse  to  immediately,  and  con-  i  Diet,  dc  Med. 
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deal  of  cutantons  eniptioD,  which  is  by  the  mieraseope,  they  ue  teen  to  be 

apt  to  spread,  and,  in  yery  delicate  of  equal  diameter  throogfaont,  inter- 

nenons,  may  aSkd  the  general  system,  eommonicating  with  eaeh  other  so  as 

It  ought,  therefore,  to  be  applied  only  to  form  a  net-work,  and  forming  a 

to  a  very  small  surftice  of  the  skin,  and  union  between  the  arteries  and  YCins, 

in  quantities  of  not  more  Qian  from  but  haying  no  other  openings  or  eom- 

two  to  five  drops  at  a  time.  munications  with  any  other 


I  am,  sir,  There  is  considerable  diversity  of 

Your  obedient  servant,  opinion  with  respect  to  the  forces  wnich 

A.  Franz,  M.D.  curculate  the  biood.    Manjr  physio&o- 

8»  Khir»s  Road,  Briiplitoii,  gists  of  great  eminence  maintain  that 

Feb.  18, 164S.  Qj^  contraction  of  the  ventricles  is  the 

sufficient  and  sole  power  which  forces 

ON  THE  the  blood  through  the  capillaries  said 

CIRCULATION  IN  THE  CAPILLARY  ^»^  »gwn  *<>  the  heart;  whilst  othm 

are  of  opinion  that  vanons  causes  assisi 

BLOOD-VESSELS,  ^^^  ^^^  ^  p^p^j  ^;^  l,,ood  through 

AND  ON  the  vessels.     I  feel  convinced  that, 

SOME  OF  ITS  CONNECTIONS  WITH  t«8i«*e«  the  action  of  the  heart,  there  is 

PATHOLOGY  &  THERAPEUTICS.*  ?ne  other  power  onmportance  engaged 

in  the  emulation  of  the  blood,  a  power 

By  John  Snow,  M.R.C.S.  which  has  been  sugsested   and   de- 

(i^  the  London  Medical, Gazette.)  ^I^^^  ■*??„'''  ^^  ^^^ 

^                     ^             ^  ness   by  Dr.   Allison,   Baumgartner, 

^L   1,      s     a  .r       T             -r  .1     •  Koch,  Ut.  John  Reid,  and,  I  believe. 

The  heart  not  the  only  cause  of  the  ctr-  ^^her  authors,  but  has  not  yetreceived 

'^l'^'^^,^  '''''''*'^i  {^"^^'"V'  •'"  that  general  assent,  or  even  constdeiap 

nitth€camUaryctrcujatxan.^Ctrcu^  tion,  which  it  deserves.    The  opinHm 

lattiminpUntM-^in  the  more  eimjfU  ^  which  I  sllude  I  will  define  U  W. 

antmalej-tn  aephyxta.^  Contraction  lows  :--that  the  mutual  changes  which 

of  veaeU  does  not  asiutthe  ctrcuU^  ^^    j^^e  at  the  capillaries:  between 

tum.^puipneU,  or  niedicinei  which  the  b&od  and  the  tis^es,  ar?  attended 

Tpromote     reeptratum.  ^Cutaneous  .^^h  attractions  and  repulsions  whieh 

transpiratum.'^lnjlammation,  ^^^^  j^  ^^i  ^j^^  ^lood  in  a  definite 

Trb  blood,  after  leaving  the  left  yen-  direction.    Some  of  the  fluid  part  <^ 

tricle  of  the   heart,   passes   through  the  blood  is  continually  passing  tnroug^ 

tubes  which  divide  and  subdivide  until  the  invisible  pores  or   the  capillwy 

they  become  of  microscopic  smallness,  vecHMls   to   nourish   the    surrounding 

before   they  re-unite  to   convey  the  solids,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  a  flui$ 

blood  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart ;  containing  in  solution  the  tissues  de- 

whence  the  whole  of  that  fluid  has  composed  in  supportine  the  vital  fnnc- 

again  to  pass  through  a  similar  arrange-  tions,  enters  the  capiluiries  firom  with^ 

ment  of  vessels  in  the  lungs,  before  it  out:  in  various  parts  exhalation  andim- 

reaches  the  point  from  which  we  set  bibition  of  liquids  and  gases  are  going 

out    It  is  in  the  minute  branches  that  ou,  and  in  others  special  secretions  are 

all  the  changes  in  the  blood,  and  the  separated  from  the  olood.  The  opinion, 

reciprocal  changes  between  that  fluid  then,  which  I  advocate  is,  Uiat  sll  these 

and  the  rest  of  the  organism,  take  actions  assist  the  cireulation  of  the 

place;    the  heart  and  larger  vessels  blood;   in  short,  that  every  ftmctioQ 

merely  serving  the  mechanical  purpose  promotes  the  capillary  cireulation  of 

of  transmitting  the  blood.    These  ulti-  the  part  in  which  it  takes  place. 

mate  or  smallest  branches,  which  have  Towards  establishing  these  views,  I 

obtained  the  name  of  capillaries,  seem,  shall  first  shew  that  the  causes  to  which 

in  most  of  the  tissues  of  the  body,  I  have  alluded  are  alone  sofilcient  to 

quite  distinct  in  arrangement  and  ap-  move  a  nutritious  fluid  in  capillary 

])earance  from  the  arteries  which  bring  tubes. 

the  blood  from  the  heart,  and  the  veins  The  isolated  cells  of  chara,  and  of 

which  return  it  to  that  organ.    Viewed  most  simple  vesicular  plants,  are  filled 

^Thi,,^.  .    , i^rrr^ — .  ^^^  *  ^q^id  Which  contains  globules 

«  Th^  article  has  been  telectedaiidre-vniiired  vimI»1i»    hv    t>i*    mi^««Q<w>,w>        Tk^ww. 

ftnomtwoMpenreadbytbeauUioratUieWnt.  ^*i"*f    ^f    *"«    microscope.       These 

minster  Med.  Soc.  on  Jul  aiat.  and  Feb.  4th.  globules  move  FOund  in  their  respective 
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celte,  each  cell  having  a  separate  circo-    circulation.    The  motion  of  the  am- 
lation  of  its  oMitainra  fluio.    There  is    hient  liquid  over  the  surface  and  throuffh 
no  contraction  of  the  walls  of  the  cells,    the  canals  of  sponges,  likewise  teims 
and,  indeed,  there  is  no  conceivable    greatly  to  strengthen  the  views  under 
cause  for  this  circulation,  except  the    consideration  $   for  since  no  contrac- 
process  of  nutrition  going  on  in  the    tions  or  ciliary  motions  can  be  detected 
cells.    In  the  higher  plants,  in  which    in  these  beings,  the  currents  must  be 
the  sap  moves  in  capillary  tubes  and    caused   by  the  nutrition,  respiration, 
spaces,  there  is  no  contraction  of  the    and  other  functions  taking  place  on  the 
vessds,  nor  any  other  mechanical  force,    surfaces  of  the  sponge.    And  it  may 
to  cause  die  circulation.    Absorption    be  mentioned  here  that  when  develop- 
by  the  spongioles  of  the  root  can  raise    ment  first  commences  in  the  higher 
the  ascending  sap  to  a  limited  extent    animals  the  circulation  is  independent 
only;  when  the  root  is  cut  off,  and  the    of  anv  mechanical  impulse :  it  has  been 
stem  put  in  water,  part  of  the  water  is    clearlj^  shown  bv  Von  Baer  that  the 
laised  into  the  plant ;  and,  indeed,  the    blood  is  formed  before  the  vessels,  and 
ascent  of  the  sap  may  be  observed  in    that  its  first  motion  is  towards  the 
spring  to  commence  first  at  the  buds,    heart,  and  not  from  it 
tne  fluid  lower  down  afterwards  follow-       The  next  point  in  this  inquiry  which 
ing :  it  fdilows,  then,  that  the  functions    I  shall  take  up,  will  be,  to  ascertain 
going  on  in  the  leaves  are  the  chief    whether  the  action  of  the  heart  is  of 
cause  of  the  ascent  of  the  sap.    In  the    itself  sufficient  to  efiect  the  circulation ; 
leaves   the   course     of  the    fluid    is    and  it  is  only  necessary  to  j>ay  atten- 
changed,  and  tiie  elaborated  sap  returns    tion  to  the  phenomena  of  asphyxia  to 
towards  the  root,  nourishing  tne  plant,    perceive  that  it  is  not    'When  those 
and  forming  various  secretions  in  its    changes  in  the  blood  which  take  place 
course ;  and  this  course  is  not  alwajrs  a    at  the  lungs  are  prevented  by  stopping 
descending  one,  for  in  a  great  portion    the  access  of  oxvgen,  the  passage  of 
ofmany  plants  the  returning  sap  has  to    blood  through  tne  lungs  is  at  once 
travel  in  opposition  to  the  force  of    greatly    diminished,   and    is   shortly 
gravitation.    It  is  evident,  therefore,    arrested,  whilst  the  heart  continues  to 
that  the  circulation  through  the  leaves,    act  some  time  longer.    It  matters  not 
and  back  afsin  towards  the  root,  is    whether  the  lungs  are  collapsed  or  dis- 
accomplished  by  the  exhalation  and    tended,    or   whether    the    respiratory 
imbibition  of  the  leaves,  the  change  of   motions  are  continued  or  not ;   if  the 
composition  and  other  functions  per-    characteristic  change  in  the  blood  is 
formed  there,  and  by  the  nutrition  and    prevented,  the  right  ventricle  of  the 
secretion  taking  place  as  the  sap  re-    heart  is  unable  to  propel  the  blood 
turns— by  some  or  all  of  these  tunc-    properly  through  the  lungs.    There  is 
tions— since  there  are  no  other  causes,    no  mechanical  impediment,  the  blood 
except,   indeed,   capillary   attraction,    is  not  coagulated,  as  the  fact  of  recovery, 
which  cannot  cause  tiie  circulation,  but    if  tjie  cause  of  asphyxia  be  timely  re- 
only  aid  it  to  a  small,  extent  moved,  proves;  the  onljr  conclusion, 
In  many  species  of  the  lowest  tribes    then,  is,  that  thcchanse  in  the  blood 
of  animsJ^,  the  circulation  of  the  blood    from  venous  to  arterial  oeing  necessary 
which  takes  place  in  capillary  tubes  is    to  its  free  passage  through  the  lungs, 
independent  of  contractions  and  all    this  change  must  generate  forces  which 
mechanical  forces,  and  must  arise  from    assist  its  passage.    In  his  experiments 
the  functions  taking  place  in  the  ves-    on  asphvxia  in  does.  Dr.  John  Reid* 
sels:  for  instance,  the  trematoda,  an    found,  by  the  aid  of  M.  Poiseulle's 
order  of  intestinal  worms,  possess  two    instrument,  the  luemadynameter,  that 
vessels  on  each  side  of  the  body,  in    during  the  first  moments  of  asphyxia 
which  the  blood  moves  in  opposite  di-    the  pressure  in  the  systemic  arteries 
rections ;  and,  according  to  the  observa-    was  increased,  and  consequentlv  that 
tions  of  Ehrenbeig  and  Von  Nordman,    there  was  obstruction  in  the  capularies 
these  vessels  do  not  contract  in  the    of  the  general  circulation :  from  which 
least.    The  greater  number  of  animals    it  appears  that  the  small  quantity  of 
in  the  lowest  classes  have,  it  is  true,    blood  which  does  pass  through  the 
some  vessels  which  contract ;  but  these    lungs,  being  but  littie  altered  m>m  its 

contractions  are  often  very  feeble  com- — . — — 

paved  to  the  extent  and  vigour  of  the         •  Edm.  Med.  md  Sorp.  Jonm.  No.  ui. 
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Tenons  state,  is  not  fitted  to  linderoo  forces  which   assist   the   circuIatioir« 

those    opposite   changes  which  take  Now   contraction   of  the   capillaries 

place  in  the  hody  at  large;  and  the  would  impede  the  entrance  of  hlood 

left  ventricle  is  but  ill  able  to  propel  it  into  these  vessels  as  much  as  it  would 

through  the  capillaries  for  want  of  the  facilitate  its  exit  on  the  other  side ;  and 

aTcdliary   forces   arising   from    those  consequently  could  be  no  assistance 

changes.  to  the  circulation — unless,  indeed,  it 

On  the  other   hand,  a  circulation  were,  as  Mr.  Julius  Jefireys  suggests 

sufficient  to  support  growth  and  forma-  (Med.  6az.  March  18,  1842),  a  ver- 

tion  of  parts  to  a  considerable  extent,  micular    contraction ;     and   that   no 

may  be  maintained  without  the  assis-  such    contraction    as   this   exists    is 

tance  of  the  heart.    The  proof  of  this  evident    on   observing   the    capUlary 

consists  in  the  existence  of  human  circulation  with  the  microscope.    The 

aceplmlous    monsters    without    heart,  same    is    true    of   the    arteries;    the 

many  of  which  have  been  developed  in  pulse  proves  that  there  is  no  vermicular 

a  uterus  which  contained   no   other  or  progressive  contraction  in  them,  and 

foetus  at  the  same  time,  the  contrac-  any  other  contraction  would  resist  the 

tion  of  whose  heart  might  be  supposed,  action  of  the  heart  quite  as  much  as  it 

by  a  union  of  the  placental  vessels,  to  could  assist  the  flow  of  blood  towards 

aid  the  circulation  ;  and  in  these  cases  the  veins.  The  elasticity  of  the  arteries 

there  was  consequently  a  double  ca-  modifies    Ihe   impulse   of   the    heart 

pillary  circulation,  the  placental  and  exerted  on  the  blood,  and  causes  its 

general  one,  both  independent  of  a  current  to  be  continuous ;  whereas  if  it 

heart.    In  one  remarkable  case  related  had  to  pass  througjh  rigid  tubes  it  would 

bjr  Emmert,  the  uterus   merely  con-  stop  between  each  stroke  of  the  heart, 

tained  a  limb  attached  to  the  placenta  Butthiselasticit^canapplyno  additional 

by  a  funis.  power  to  the  circulation ;  it  only  acts 

That  other   agencies  are  at  work,  the  part  of  a  regulator  of  the  motion, 

assisting  or  controlling  the  circulation,  The  arteries,  in  additiontotheirelasticity, 

is  evident  from  a  single  fact,  admitted,  which  continues  after  death,  possess  a 

I  believe,  by  all  recent  observers  with  tonic  or  vital  contractility,  which  ena- 

the  microscope,  viz.  that  the  colourless  bles  them  to  accommodate  themselves 

corpuscles  of  the  blood  do  not  move  to  the  altered  quantity  of  blood  and  to 

through  the  capillary  vessels  with  the  different  states  of  the  circulation.  This 

same  speed  as  the  red  globules,  but  contractility  1  believe  to  be  under  the 

roll  slowly  along  near  the  sides.  And  to  influence  of  that  system  of  nerves  which 

complete  the  proof  of  the  opinion  with  accompanies  the  arteries   everywhere 

which  we  set  out,  it  is  only  necessary  to  andis  distributed  to  their  coats, — I  mean 

shew  that  there  are  no  other  causes  the  ganglionic  system,  or  great  sympa- 

which  can  assist  the  heart  to  move  thetic, — and  I  consider  that  it  has  great 

the  blood  besides  those  we  have  stated,  influence  over  the  quantity  of  blood 

Many  authors,  perceiving  the  im-  which  reaches  different  parts,  and  over 
mense  force  that  would  be  required  to  the  state  of  the  circulation,  both  in 
impel  a  fluid  through  .such  small  tubes  health  and  disease ;  but  it  cannot  assist 
as  the  capillary  blood-vessels ;  con-  the  circulation  by  adding  any  power 
sidering  the  portal  circulation,  where  to  it ;  it  can  only  modify  the  applica- 
the  blood  is  collectedfrom  these  minute  tion  of  other  forces.  The  capillaries 
vessels  and  again  passes  through  a  themselvescanalter  their  size,  and  thus 
similar  set  before  it  returns  to  the  modify  the  circulation  which  they  can- 
heart  ;  considering  the  circulation  in  not  assist ;  thev  do  so  on  the  applica- 
flshes,  in  which  the  blood  all  passes  tion  to  them  of  various  medicinal  and 
through  the  capillaries  of  the  gills,  and  plmical  agents, 
afterwards  through  those  of  thesystem.  Direct  d)servationB  made  with  the 
before  it  again  reaches  the  heart;  and  microscope  favour  the  doctrine  I  ad- 
considering,  likewise,  the  circulation  of  vocate,  since  Spallanzani  and  many 
monsters  without  hearts,  and  perceiving  later  physiologists  have  seen  the  blood 
difliculties  in  all  these  and  other  con-  move  in  the  capillaries  of  the  frog  for  a 
siderations,  have  admitted  the  inability  length  of  time  after  the  removal  of  the 
of  the  heart  to  circulate  the  blood,  but  heart ;  and  I  conceive  the  conclusion 
have  suggested  contractions  of  the  ca-  to  be  drawn  from  these  observations 
pillary  vessels,  or  of  the  arteries,  as  the  cannot  be  weakened  by  the  negative 
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evidence  of  others,  who  have  observed  culaUon,  is  yet  materially  assisted  by 

the  blood  not  to  move  under  similar  other  forces  situated  at  the  capillaries ; 

circumstances.  not  by  any  contractions  of  these  vessels, 

There  is  an  experiment  Jby  Magendie  or  b^  any  other  mechanical  power,  but 
to  which  it  will  be  well  to  idlude,  since  by  rorces  arising  out  of  the  functions  in 
it  is  considered  by  that  eminent  physio-  tne  capillaries  and  in  their  immediate 
logist,  and  many  others,  to  amount  to  a  vicinity.  I  have  nothing  to  advance 
proof  that  the  heart's  action  is  the  sole  respecting  the  intimate  nature  of  the 
cause  of  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  attractions  and  repulsions  which  ac- 
veins ;  but  a  careful  examination  of  that  companv  the  changes  of  composition  at 
experiment  will  shew  that  it  is  not  un-  the  capillaries,  and  which  tend  to  move 
favourable  to  the  views  here  entertained,  the  blood  in  a  definite  direction.  I  have 
and  that,  at  the  utmost,  it  only  proves,  carefully  avoided  such  terms  as  che- 
what  no  one  would  attempt  to  deny,  mical,  electrical,  and  vital,  both  in  order 
namelv,  that,  when  the  blood  is  pre-  that  I  might  not  be  misunderstood, 
vented  from  reaching  the  capillaries,  it  and  because  I  look  ui)on  chemical 
cannot  flow  through  them.  The  follow-  affinity,  electricity  nnd  vitality,  rather 
ing  is  an  account  of  the  experiment  in  as  expressions  winch  are  useful  to  us  in 
the  author's  own  words.  "  After  having  the  infancy  of  science  than  as  forces 
passed  a  ligature  round  the  thigh  of  a  which  have  a  separate  and  defined 
dog,  as  I  now  described,  that  is,  with-  existence.  Our  ignorance,  however,  of 
out  including  the  crural  artery  or  vein,  the  ultimate  cause  of  these  attractions 
apply  a  ligature  separatelv  upon  the  is  no  argument  against  their  existence ; 
vein  near  tne  groin,  and  then  make  a  since  we  admit  many  laws  in  science 
slight  opening  in  this  vessel.  The  of  the  causes  of  which  we  are  ignorant, 
blood  will  immediately  escape,  forming  The  views  of  the  circulation  enter- 
a  considerable  jet.  Then  press  the  tained  in  this  article  will  enable  us  to 
artery  between  the  fingers  to  prevent  explain  many  phenomena  in  physiolo^ 
the  arterial  blood  from  reaching  the  and  medicine  which  would  otherwise 
member.  The  jet  of  venous  blood  will  be  a  mystery ;  of  which  I  will  give  two 
not  stop  on  this  account ;  it  will  continue  or  three  examples.  Assafoetida,  eether, 
some  instants ;  but  it  will  become  less  various  essential  oils,  camphor,  and 
and  less,  and  the  flowing  will  at  last  other  volatile  medicines,  relieve  difficult 
stop,  though  the  whole  length  of  the  and  impeded  respiration ;  they  are 
vein  is  full.  If  the  arterv  be  examined  sometimes  called  antispasmodics,  but 
during  the  production  oi  these  pheno-  they  give  relief  in  various  cases  of  ob- 
mena,  it  vriu  be  seen  to  contract  oy  de-  structed  ptdmonary  circulation  when  no 
grees,  and  will  become  completely  empty,  spasm  is  even  supposed  to  exist,  and  I 
The  blood  of  the  vein  then  stops ;  and  do  not  know  by  what  modu$  operandi 
at  this  period  of  the  experiment,  if  you  they  can  be  beneficial  except  by  one  in 
cease  to  press  the  artery,  the  blood  in-  accordance  with  the  above  views  of  the 
jected  by  the  heart  will  enter,  and  as  capillary  circulation.  They  are  all  se- 
soon  as  it  has  arrived  at  the  last  di-  parated  from  the  blood  in  the  lungs  and 
visions  it  will  begin  to  flow  again  at  escape  with  the  breath ;  Uiey  leave  the 
the  opening  of  the  vein,  and  bv  little  lining  membrane  of  the  air-cells  in  the 
and  little  the  jet  will  be  established  as  gaseous  form  with  the  carbonic  acid 
before."  The  movements  of  the  chest  gas  and  watery  vapour,  increasing  very 
in  respiration  give  a  little  assistance  to  much  the  quantity  of  vapour  which 
the  return  of  blood  co  the  heart ;  but  it  exhales  firomthe  pulmonary  capillaries, 
is  only  on  the  large  veins  in  the  imme-  and  thus  give  additional  impetus  to  the 
diate  vicinity  of  the  chest  that  these  blood ;  in  this  way  lessening  conges- 
movements  can  have  any  influence ;  in  tionand  relieving  its  attendant  distress- 
natural  respiration  this  influence  is  very  ing  symptoms.  As  this  class  of  medi- 
small,  and  under  no  circumstances  can  cines  promote  the  function  of  respira- 
it  extend  to  the  capillaries ;  therefore  tion  I  will  venture  to  call  them  diapne- 
it  need  not  occupy  much  attention  in  tics,  from  9ta  and  wpw.  To  call  tnem 
this  paper.  expectorants  would  not  be  correct,  as 

I  have  now,  I  think,  considered  this  expectoration  is  not  respiration.    As 

subject  in  all  its  bearings,  and  have,  I  the  greater  number   of  diuretics  are 

trust,  proved  that  the  heart,  although,  voided  with  the  urinary  excretion,  the 

undoubtedly,  the  chief  cause  of  the  cir-  above  class  of  medicines  resembles  them 
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in  this  respect,  fiince  they  pass  oat  of  the  of  coldness  all  the  afternoon  it  was 
hody  with  the  excreted  carbonic  acid  appHed,  and  on  its  removal  the  arm 
gas  and  aqueous  vapour.  A  dry  at-  was  found  to  be  evidently  colder  than 
mosphere  gives  relief  in  some  forms  of  the  other.  Jt  is  generally  taught  that 
asthma;  it  promotes  the  excretion  of  in  fever  with  a  hot  and  ory  skin 
watery  vapour,  and  acts  in  the  same  there  is  diminished  cutaneous  transpi- 
way  as  the  above  medicines.  ration,  but,  reasoning  by  analogy  from 

MM.  Breschet  and  Becquerel  have  the  above  facts,  we  may  conclude  that 
recently  found  that  on  applying  imper-  such  is  not  the  case,  and  that  the  se- 
meable  substances  to  Uie  sxins  of  cretion  from  the  skin  is  at  least  equal 
animals,  and  thereby  preventing  the  to,  if  not  greater  than,  what  it  is  in 
cutaneous  transpiration,  the  anunals  health;  ana,  that  such  is  really  the 
gradually  decreased  in  temperature, and  case,  a  little  consideration  will  prove  i 
appeared  to  die  of  a  kind  of  cutaneous  for  the  patient  drinks  a  gooddeal*  4Midi 
asphvxia.  I  do  not  know  that  these  but  little  urine,  dots  Mt  mmmmt  *» 
gentlemen  have  offered  any  explanation  bulk«  but;  oa  liwfl«rtmry ,  gets  thinner ; 
of  this  circumstance,  and  I  ao  not  see  jOmnCmk,  there  must  be  increased  eva- 
that  it  is  capable  of  any,  except  lint  poration  from  the  skin  and  lungs,  for 
afforded  bv  the  views  whi^  it  is  the  which  the  elevated  temperature  of  the 
object  of  tnis  paper  to«iipport.  Exuda-  body  is  sufficient  cause.  The  heat  of 
tion  of  water  awl  watery  vanour  beinjB^  the  surface,  which  is  sometimes  con- 
one  inipMiaiit  function  of  tne  skin,  it  sidered  as  a  consequence  of  diminished 
foUom  that,  this  being  stopped,  the  evaporation,  accounts  satisfactorily  for 
«ataneous  circulation  is  slackened,  and  the  dryness  of  the  skin,  where  the  cu- 
along  with  it  the  other  functions  of  the  taneous  secretion  is  not  very  great  in- 
skin,  the  most  important  of  which  is  deed,  by  the  increased  rapidity  of  eva- 
the  evolution  of  caloric.  We  need  not  poration  it  must  produce.  The  moisture 
expect  sanguineous  congestion  of  the  of  surfiuse  produced  by  antimony  and 
skm  under  these  circumstances,  since  some  other  diaphoretics,  I  conceive, 
there  are  plenty  of  other  channels  for  arises  iVom  the  property  these  medicines 
the  blood;  the  skin  being  in  this  re-  have  of  reducing  the  temperature  of  the 
spect  veiy  differently  situated  from  the  body,  and  not  m>m  increased  determip 
lungs.  The  evaporation  of  the  cuta-  nation  to  the  skin.  I  admit  thai  Ais 
neous  transpiration  is  attended  with  the  position  respecting  the  perspinifiaii  m 
abstraction  of  caloric,  and  this  evapo-  fever  requires  to  be  proved  ii^  expert- 
ration  can  preserve  the  body  under  ex-  ment;  but  in  the  noeaiiftftBe,  I  feel  so 
traordinary  circumstances  from  being  satisfied  that  the  evaaonition  fVom  the 
raised  above  the  temperature  compa-  lungs,  which  is  eonnned  by  physical 
tible  with  life ;  as,  I  believe,  was  first  laws,  cannot  be  sufficient  to  dispose  of 
shewn  by  Franklin :  but  we  learn  from  all  the  supf^efnentary  fluid,  that  I  have 
the  experiments  of  Breschet  and  Bee-  no  dovdt^  in  my  own  mind,  on  the 
querel  that,    under  ordinary  circum-    point. 

stances,  the  cutaneous  transpiration  is  The  above  views  of  the  circulation 
the  cause  of  a  generation  of  caloric  afford,  I  think,  a  better  explanation  of 
ranch  more  than  sufficient  to  over-  the  phenomena  of  inflammation  than 
balance^he  abstraction  of  heat  arising  do  any  other.  Increased  funetioni 
from  its  own  evaporation.  Dr.  Willis  which,  according  to  these  views,  ne- 
has  been  good  enough  to  direct  my  at-  cessarily  accelerates  the  ciivulation  of 
tention  to  a  note  to  his  translation  of  a  part,  may  lead  to  inflammation ;  as, 
Wagner's  Physiology  in  which  he  states  where  excitement  of  the  passions  of  the 
his  opinion  that  one  use  of  the  cuta-  mind  causes  phrenitis,  or,  where  the 
neons  secretion  is  to  assist  the  capillary  intensity,  or  long-continued  application 
circulation.  That  such  is  the  case,  and  of  light  causes,  inflammation  of  the 
that  the  fall  of  temperature  in  animals  eyes :  now,  according  to  Dr.  Kalten- 
experimented  on  by  Breschet,  was  the  brunner  and  other  eminent  microsco* 
direct  eflfect  of  the  arrest  of  transpira-  pical  observers,  the  velocity  of  the  ca- 
tion from  the  skin,  and  not  a  conse-  pillary  circulation  is  greatly  increased 
quence  of  some  injury  to  the  system  at  m  the  early  stages  of  inflnmmatibn. 
Iwge,  I  satisfied  mvself  by  folding  one  All  observers,  I  believe,  agree  that  the 
of  my  arms  in  oil-skin  under  the  usual  capillary  veasels  of  an  inflamed  part 
clothing;  for  I  experienced  a  sensation    are  increased  in  size,  or  dilated:  and 
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eome  aathon,  who  oonsider  the  heart's  flammation  conBists  in  obfitruction  of 
action  the  only  cause  of  the  circulation,  the  capillary  circulation,  arj^ue  that  this 
say  that  the  current  of  blood  through  obstruction  is  the  mechanical  cause  of 
an  inflamed  part  must  beretarded  in  pro*  the  dilatation  and  increased  pulsation 
portion  to  the  dilatation  of  the  capilla*  of  the  arteries ;  but  obstruction  could 
ries,  since  when  a  liquid  is  forced  through  have  no  such  effect  unless  it  existed  in 
a  tube  haying  one  portion  dilated,  its  all  the  capillaries  of  the  system  at 
motion  is  slower  in  tne  dilated  portion,  once,  as  in  asphyxia }  for  the  pressure 
Were  the  contractions  of  the  heart  the  of  the  heart's  action  is  exerted  on  all 
sole  cause  of  the  circulation,  this  would  the  arteries  alike,  and  if  the  circulation 
be  so,  but  then  the  temperature  of  in-  were  obstructed  in  one  part,  the  blood 
flammation  would  be  the  normal  tem-  would  find  an  easy  passage  through 
perature ;  and  if  this  disease  consisted  others.    Moreover,  the  compression  of 
in  a  stoppage  of  the  capillary  circula-  an  artery  causes  no  such  dilatation  and 
tion,  as  other  authors  say,  then  an  in-  pulsation  above  the  compressed  part 
flamed  part  would  be  colder  than  the  as  those  of  inflammation.    The  dilata- 
others :  for  whether  we  consider  that  tion  of  the  small  arteries  accounts  suffi- 
the  blood  merely  warms  the  body  by  ciently  for  the  throbbing  of  many  in* 
distributingheat  which  it  acquires  from  flamed  parts.    In  the  state  of  health, 
some  internal 'source,  or  wnether  we  the  wave  caused  by  the  heart's  impulse 
adopt  the  view,  which  has  been  proved  is   stopped    some    distance   before  it 
by  various  facts,  that  animal  heat  is  reaches  the  capillaries ;  but  in  inflam- 
chiefly  evolved  in  the  systemic  capil-  mation,  the  small  arteries  become  so 
lanes,  where  the  arterial  is  changed  much  enlarged,  that   the  undulation 
into  venous  blood;  still,  to  account  for  caused  by  the  heart's  action  reaches 
the  elevated  temperature  of  inflamed  completely  to  the  capillary  vessels  $  and 
parts, '  the  passage    of  an    increased  from  the  number  of  these  arteries  a 
quantity  of  blood  through  the  vessels  is  pulsation  is  produced  equal  to  that  of 
necessary,  since  the  external  air  and  con-  a  laige  artery  in  the  normal  state, 
tiguous  bodies  are  constantly  conducting  That  inflammation  is  something  more 
away  the  heat  One  function,  to  whicn  than  an  altered  condition  of  the  capil- 
the  capillary  circulation  is  subservient,  laries,  or  a  loss  of  balance  between 
is  the  maintenance  of  sensibility ;  and  these  vessels  and  the  heart,  is  provM 
when  the  circulation  is  accelerated  to  by  the  fact,  that  the  cornea,  various  mt*- 
the  amount  of  active  inflammation,  the  ticular  cartilages,  and  other  struetores 
sensibility  of  the  inflamed  part  is  in-  which  contain  no  vessels  of  mn  kind, 
creased  into  pain.    The  pain  in  this  are  subject  to  this  disease.    Inflamma* 
disease,  I  think,  is  generally  in  propor-  tion  is  a  diseased  process  ^ing  on 
tion  to  the  natural  sensibility;  those  between  the  solids   of  ^  infliuned 
parts  which  are  most  sensible  in  health  tissue  and  the  blood  circuladog  through 
being  most  painful  in  inflammation,  it,  or  near  it;  and  we  find  that  this 
It  is  probable  that  there  are  no  living  process  has  a  tendency  to  change  the 
parts  that  have  not  an  obtuse  sensibility,  structure  and  composition  of  both  the 
although  Uiey  may  usually  not  have  solids  and  the  blood ;  for  there  is  good 
the  opportunity  of  evincing  it':  thus,  reason  to  conclude,  from  some  obsarva* 
an  alimentary  bolus  is  generally  not  tions  made  by  Mr.  Addison  and -others, 
felt  after  it  is  swallowed;  but  if  it  be  that  the  increased  formation  of  fibrine, 
nnusually  hot  or  cold,  or  harder  or  in  this  disease,  takes  place  chiefly  in 
larger  than  common,  it  may  be  felt  all  the  inflamed  part 
the  way  down  the  (Bsophagus  till  it  When  inflammation  proceeds  so  far 
reaches  the  stomach.  as  to  produce  disorganization  of  any 
The  small  arteries  of  an  inflamed  kind,  the  circulation  generally,  I  be- 
part  become  dilated  as  well  as  the  lieve,  becomes  interrupted.    But  it  is 
capillaries,  and  often,  also,  the  arteries  not  mv  intention  to  enter  at  length 
leading  to  the  part.    This  dilatation  of  into  the  subject  of  this  disorder:   I 
the  arteries  cannot  be  explained  on  shall  only  make  a  few  remarks  on  one 
mechanical  principles,  and  must  con-  or  two  points  in  the  treatment  before  I 
sequently  depend  on  the  nerves ;  most  conclude.    According    to    the    above 
likely  on  the  branches  of  the  great  theory  of  the  circulation,  it  is  very 
sympathetic.    Those  viho  say  that  in-  cl^&r  how  perficGt  rest  from  the  func« 
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tions  of  an  inflamed  organ,  when  it  can  of  receiving  illustration  and  explana- 

be  obtained,  should  greatly  promote  tion   from   the   above  views   of   the 

the  resolution    of  the   inflammation,  capillary  circulation;    fo^^    one  truth 

The  beneficial  efiects  of  local  blood-  must  always  harmoniee  with  all  others, 

letting  are  likewise  apparent;  for  if  Frith  street,  Soho  Square, 
the  functions  of  an  organ  assist  the  ^^'  "***»  *«*•• 

circulation   through    it,    when   these 

functions  are  lowered  by  the  abstraction  qjj  ^  SINGULAR  CARDIAC 

of  blood  from  the  part,  the  capiUary  HirroiiaH  SOUND 

circulation  cannot  regain  its  wonted  YELPING  OR  HICCOUGH  SOUND, 

velocity  unless  some  cause  exist,  or  without  valwlak  disbasb  or 

come  into  operation,  to  re-excite  the  obvious  organic  lesion. 

morbidly  increased  functions  of  the  «     r^   •*  »»  t^ 

part.    On  the  other  hand,  if  the  circu-  B^  D.  Maclachlan,  M.D. 

fation  depended  entirely  on  the  vis  a         Pbydcian  to  the  Royal  Hcwpital,  Cbdwa. 
iergo,  it  is  not  evident  how  blood-letting  (^Por  the  Medical  Gazette,) 

from  the  vessels  of  the  diseased  part,  

or  those   in    its   immediate  vicinity.  The  efficient  causes  of  the  various  per- 

could  do  more  good  than  the  removal  sistent  valvular  murmure  are  generally 

of  the  same  quantity  of  blood  from  any  very  evident,  and,  in  the  greater  majo- 

Other  part  of  the  body.  rity  of  cases,  recognisable  during  life ; 

fVom  what  I  have  said  respecting  yet  even  these  murmurs  sometimes 
the  efiect  of  the  cutaneous  secretion  on  occur  without  post-mortem  examina- 
the  capillary  circulation,  it  follows  that  tion  revealing  their  ori^n.  It  is,  how- 
inflammation  of  the  skin  ought  to  be  ever,  in  another  description  of  cases 
relieved  by  stopping  the  transpiration  that  we  more  frequently  meet  with 
from  the  inflamed  part ;  and  this  is  an  cardiac  murmurs,  unaccompanied  with 
indication  which  may  be  fulfilled  with  appreciable  organic  disease.  In  anee- 
safety  and  advantage  in  every  case  of  mia,  chlorosis,  and  in  nervous  hysteri- 
inflammation  on  or  near  the  surface,  cal  females,  the  bruits  may  be  loud, 
I  believe  it  is  on  this  principle  that  distinct,  persistent,  or  only  occasional, 
the  benefit  of  water-dressings  and  poul-  simulating  valvular  obstruction,  or  per- 
tices  chiefly  depends,  as  well  as  of  manerit  patency  of  the  aorta,  &c.  lead- 
lunar  caustic  and  of  flour  to  erysipelas ;  ing  an  incautious  observer  to  an  unfa- 
the  former  making  a  dead,  and  in  a  vourable  prognosis ;  vet,  in  a  few  weeks 
great  measure  impermeable  membrane  these  signs  nave  wbolly  disappeared : 
of  the  cuticle,  and  the  latter  likewise  the  patient  has  gradually  improved, 
interfering  with  transpiration.  The  and  with  returning  health  the  murmur 
eflTects  of  stopping  the  exudation  from  is  heard  less  frequently,  less  audibly, 
the  skin  seem  to  reach  some  depth  and  at  length  ceases.  Nor,  under  other 
below  the  surface;  for  covering  the  circumstances,  has  there  been  any 
mammary  c^lands  with  large  adnesive  organic  lesion  suflicient  to  account  for 
plasters  is  the  most  successful  means  I  the  abnormal  sound, 
know  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  secretion  Puzzling  as  these  cases  undoubtedly 
of  milk,  and  thereby  preventing  the  are,  and  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
ill  effects  which  mie^ht  arise  from  its  their  frequency,  I  was  wholly  iinpre- 
congestion  in  these  glands.  pared  for  the  result  observed  in  a  case 

Whilst,  as  was  stated  before,  a  dry  which  has  recently  been  under  my  care 

atmosphere  ought  to   give    relief  in  in  the  infirmary  of  this  hospital,  in 

asthma  with  passive  congestion  of  the  which  a  very  remarkable,  loud,  sharp, 

lungs,  in  inflammation  of  these  organs  yelping  sound  accompanied  the  systole. 


the  most  suitable  atmosphere  should  The  case  attracted  much  of  my  atten- 

be  one  so  charged  with  moisture  that  it  tion ;  and  the  following  brief  details 

can  take  up  no  more ;  and  such  an  will  be  interesting  to  the  cultivator  of 

atmosphere  is  recommended   by  Mr.  physical  diagnosis : — 

Jeffreys  (Med.   Gaz.  Feb.  18,  1842),  Case.— An  inpensioner,  62  years  of 

though  on  different  principles,  and  has  age,  hemiplegic  for  upwards  of  two 

been  found  by  him  to  be  beneficial.  years,  and  for  the  whole  of  that  period 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  subjects  subject  to  symptoms  indicating  organic 

in  medical  science  which  are  capable  disease  of  the  brain— hettdache,  pro- 


Cardiac  yelping  or  hiccough  sound.  «i7 

gresdve  decay  of  the  mental  faculties,  post-mortem  appearances  observed  in 

and  gradual  extension  of  the  paralysis  the  head  ;  butiis  they  were  interesting, 

to  both  sides  of  the  body,  with  relaxa-  I  may  as  well  complete  this  part  of  the 

tion   of  the  sphincters — became  bed-  history  of  the  case  by  inserting  them, 

ridden  about  three   Weeks   before  his  Head, — Copious  sub-arachnoid  effu- 

death,  which  happened  on  the  25th  sion  over  both  hemispheres,  and  rather 

January  last.     He  lay  in  a  lethargic  more  than  two  ounces  of  serum  at  the 

semi-comatose  state,  and  was  incapable  base  of  the  brain.     The  whole  of  the 

of  comprehending  questions.  veins  ramifyinc^  on  the  surface,  and 

During  the  last  week  of  his  cxisteiice  dipping    into  the  convolutions,   were 

the  heart's  action  became  inordinate,  opaque,  of  a  milky  colour,  and  mottled 

and  both    sounds  were   accompanied  from  fibrinous  depositions  on  their  in- 

with  a  bruit  de  soufflet,  audible  only  in  temal  surfaces,  plugging  op  the  ves- 

the  preecordial  reciion.    On  the  21  st  of  sals,  and  resembling  precisely  the  ap- 

the  month,  four  days  before  death,  the  pearance  frequently  observed  in  the 

following  is  the  report  I  made'  of  the  cerebral  arteries  of   the  aged.     The 

physical  signs ;  and  as  they  interested  veins  were  tenacious,  and  easily  torn 

me  much,  I  made  repeated  examina-  from     their     attachments     in     large 

tions  at  various  houcs,  and  always  with  bunches.    Both  lateral  ventricles  were 

the  same  result,  the  sounds  only  vary*  filled  with  clear  serum.     The    tella 

ing  in  degree  with  unknown  circum-  choroidea  was  blanched,  and  without 

stances: —  any  of  the  changes  observed  in  the 

"  Percussion  unusually  clear  in  pne-  superficial  veins.  The  substance  of 
cordial  region.  Heart's  action  violent,  the  brain  and  cerebellum  appeared 
but  regular  in  its  beats ;  impulse  seen  healthy,  of  natural  consistence  and 
as  well  as  felt.  Both  sounas  are  ac-  vascularity.  The  branches  of  the  in- 
companied  with  a  bruit  de  soufilet,  temal  carotids  and  vertebral  arteries 
more  intense  with  the  first.  There  is  were  somewhat  firmer  than  usual,  but 
a  most  peculiar,  short,  clear,  abrupt,  without  osseous  or  atheromatous  de- 
barking sound  occasionally  heard,  hav-  posits. 

in^  its  greatest  intensity  immediately  Chest. — Lungs  free  from  adhesions, 
behind  tne  nipple,  and  extending  but  collapsed ;  presented  a  dark  mottled 
H  very  little  w^ay  on  either  side  of  this,  aspect,  like  Aberdeen  granite.  Sub- 
This  sound  bears  a  remarkable  resem-  stance  of  each  healthy,  and  there  was 
blance,  in  fiict  it  is  identical,  to  the  no  fluid  in  either  cavity  of  the  chest, 
yelping  of  a  very  young  whelp;  it  Pericardium. — This  membrane, pre- 
commences  with  the  first  sound,  inter-  tematurally  thin  and  dry,  was  quite 
mits  about  every  third  or  fourth  beat,  transparent,  contained  less  than  half  a 
and  is  instantaneons,  ceasing  imme-  drachm  of  clear  serum,  and  was  free 
diately  it  is  produced.  When  loudest  from  roughness  or  any  sicna  of  recent 
it  can  easily  be  heard  by  the  ear  a  or  former  inflammation.  The  sac  was 
little  removed  from  the  end  of  the  of  natural  size,  presenting  a  striking 
stethoscope.  There  is  no  fremitus,  and  contrast  to  the  heart.  Unusually  smau 
the  bruits  are  not  audible  in  the  larger  and  firm,  this  organ  scarcely  equalled 
arteries,  nor  beyond  the  proecordial.  in  bulk  an  ordinary  orange.  Its  veins 
The  man  seems  to  suffer  no  pain ;  pres-  were  minutely  injected.  The  left  ven- 
sure  nnderneath  the  left  ribs,  in  the  tricle  exhibited  a  beautiful  specimen  of 
direction  of  the  heart,  is  borne  without  concentric  hypertrophy,  the  walls  ex- 
shrinking,  and  does  not  afiect  his  ceeding  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  the 
breathing.  Pulse  small,  weak,  and  cavity  hardly  admitting  a  common 
regular."  nutmeg.    The  other  ventricle,  though 

Scarcely  any  change  took  place  in  also  contracted,  was  more  natural,  and 

these  signs  up  to  the  tcrminatioYi  of  the  valves  of  all  the  cavities  as  well  as 

the  case,  with  this  exception,  that  as  of  the  arterial  trunks  presented  nothing 

the  heart's  action  became  feeble,  the  peculiar.    The    endocardium  and  the 

peculiar  yelping  sound  diminished  in  internal  surface   of  the   arteries  was 

intensity,  and  recurred  with  less  fre-  sound.    There  was  scarcely  any  blood 

quency.  in  the  heart :  in  fact,  it  was  empty,  and 

Anatomical   appearances   48    hours  without  clots. 
after  death,— It  was  my  intention,  in  Remarks.— The  very  peculiar  yelp- 
narrating  this  case,  to  have  omitted  the  ing  cardiac  sound  remains  unexplained 

796.— XXXI.  3  G 
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by  the  post-mortem  examination.  There  10,  1842.     He  has  a  niddy  oonplexioii, 

was  no  obstruction  in  any  of  the  ori-  dark  eyes,  and  brown  bair.      Danag  the 

fices,  and  the  endocardium  retained  its  la«t  thcee  months  he  has  been  employed  In 

normal  appearance.    There  may,  how-  «  braas  fonndnr.     He  has  always  enjoyed 

ever,  have  been  spasm  of  one  or  other  ««>d  l^alth.    I^Mt  Jnly  (1841)  he  fell  into 

of  these  orifices  during  life,  offering  the  canal,  and.  abont  three  weeks  aftcrwarda 

temporary  obstruction ;  or  one  or  more  ^  ^>«»^«  •««*?*  '^^,  «™*«'  7*^^  ^ 

of  ifccolimna  carnee  may  have  acted  r!L!^*ti "^"^'S"*^  ^  ''I        u^^^ 

in  such  a  manner  as  to  hav^  attend  tne  ^S^^i.^^^"^^^^.^':?^ 

relative  posiUon  of  the  valvular  appa-  ^        ^  ^^^^     ^^^  ^^y^^  ^^^^  ^ 

latus  between  the  auricles  and  ventn-  ^;^,.,  ^^           ^^  ^     ^^^  oedcmatoua 

cles,  causing  an  impedinaent  of  longer  ^^^  ^f  ^^  ^^  ^^  jj^i,,^  ^y^^y^  aymptoma 

or  shorter  duration,  or  irregular  action  ^till  persist.     The  anasarca  has  an  ebwtic 

of  these  valves :  and  recollecting  some  charwjter,  the  pitting  prodnced  by  piesaure 

theories  of  the  production  of  the  sounds  soon  disappearing.    He  complains  of  tight- 

of  the  heart,  it  is  not  difllcult  to  con-  nesa  of  the  chest  and  slight  dyspnoea,  whidi 

ceive  how  this  irregularity  of  action  is  not  attended  by  cough.    The  respiratory 

would  occasion  an   unnatural   sound,  mnrmurand  sounds  of  the  heart  are  natural. 

The  disproportion  between  the  size  of  Daring  the  laat  month  he  has  sofferedin  the 

the  pencardium  and  heart  renders  it  morning  firom  headache,  and  pain  referred  to 

very  probable  that  the  diminished  ca-  the  eyes  and  ean,  especially  the  right  eye 

pacity  of  the  left  ventricle  was  recent,  «d  right  ear.     Of  Ute  he  has  been  ac. 

ind  inay  even  have  partly  occurred  ?wto»«d  to  nae  once  or  twice  m  the  night 

during  the  last  struggW    The  una-  m  order  to  pMannne.    Dejection  of  spu^U; 

sually  thin  and  dry  State  of  the  peri-  *PPf^^  ^Vfyi."^  '     .!?^i9^°^-'^^^' 

cardiU  couldscarTelyhaveoccasio'ned  ^odTr^S s^^V to^^l c^e^^^^^^^^ 

the   abnormal   sound      There  was  no  jeneraUy  regular*  a  few  Strides  have  been 

sound  of  friction,  indeed  nothing   to  observed.     The  examination  of  the  urine, 

produce  it,  and  had  this  condition  of  ^i,ich  contained  albumen,  is  detailed  in  the 

the  pericardium  been  the  cause,  the  sequel. 

sound  would  have  been  double  **  to  and  «   Hfdrarrm  c   Creta   n   iii  •  Pnfv 

fro,"  prolonged   and  consistent,    not  ^Rh;i,grfv;    if .  ft.  Pulvb,  Mitte.  vj.  j 

occasional.  tales  et  capiat  j.  omne  nocte. 

Whatever  may  be  the  efficient  cause,  ^  Cambogiss.  gr.  v. ;  Potassie  Bitart.  9j. 

the  sound  must  be  rare.    I  remember,  ^y^    ft.  p,u?i.  Mitte,  vj.;    tales   it 

however,  a    distinguished   physician,  capUtj.p.  r.  n 

and  an  accomplished  auscultator,  at-  j                   p           ^.^^ 

tached  to   one    of  the    hospitals  in  ^ ^siTVk^^f  ^li     ^!^^^\^ 

iJubiin,  teuinjr  me  m  l»^  ol  a  case  ^^^      j^  f  ^  ^  ^^^^ 

then  under  his  care  in  that  hospital,  tt  ^    .. .  .     ^^       .^     .^.  . 

in  which  this  yelping,  barking  sound  Under  this  treatanent  considerable  improve- 

was  nresent       He    had  not  heard  it  »««' •oo»>»«««i.  *»>«•»•»«»  disappeared, 

t^^c^Jt     -.ji   'u  ..  u-^     --.       r  *a,          -  f  *Dd  the  proportion  of  albumen  in  the  urine 

before,  and  what  became  of  the  case  I  ^^  „uch*^diminished.    After  the  hipse  of  . 

know  not.     His  tact  and  opportunities  ^^  ^eeks  I  lost  sight  of  the  patient,  whom 

are  ^eat.  and  should  he  have  met  with  the  mother  reported  convalescent, 
it  since,  his  opinions  on  the  subject 

would  be  valuable.    Without  adopting  Feb.  1 2.^  Examination  of  the  urine : 

a  French  term,  this  sound  might  be  colonr,  pale  straw ;  acid;  without  sedi- 

designated  "  the  yelping  or  hiccough  ment ;  mucous  cloud ;  sp.  gr.  IftiZ*. 

sound ;"  either  at  once  conveying  its  .     ,     .     *  .  ^v/wv 

precise  character.  _         Analysis  of  1000  grains. 

^  Water 935*8 

Urea 16.68 

CASE  OF  ALBUMINOUS  URINE.  Animal  matter          ....     16-52 

Albumen 11*4 

By  John  Pkrcy,      .  Alkaline  chlorides     .         .        .     .      8*6 

Physician  to  the  Qaeeo*fl  Hospital,  BirmioKham.  Alkaline  sulphatCt  phosphate,  and 

{Far  the  London  Medical  Gazttte,)  „  ^Jf'^""? ^  \       ....      6*4 
Earthy  phosphate               .         .     ,       0*2 

Loss 4-4 

William  Bbkson,  set.  8,  was  admitted  out-  — 

patient  of  the  Queen's  Hospital,  February  1000*00 
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The  alkaline  carbonate  was  doabtless  washed  with  boiling  water,  acidolated 
derived  from  the  albumen,  of  which  (he  with  nitric  acid,  left  2  *1  grains.  Doubt- 
organic  part  was  destroyed  by  incinera-  less  a  minute  proportion  of  acid  re- 
tion.  The  urine,  from  which  the  mained  attached  to  the  coagulated 
quantity  of  urea  was  ascertained,  was  albumen. 

evaporated  over  stroncr  sulphuric  acid,  Feb.  22. — Colour,  pale  straw ;  slight 
unclcr  the  receiver  of  the  air-pump«  mucous  doud;  highly  acid;  sp.  gr. 
The  rcd^duum,  which  had  a  pale  brown  101 6^,  temp. 52PFah.  500  grains  evapo- 
colour,  was  well  washed  with  rectified  rated  over  steam-bath  left  16*  grains: 
spirit;  and  to  the  syrup  left  by  evapora-  the  accuracy  of  this  result  was  con- 
tion  of  the  spirituous  solution^  nitric  firmed  b^  another  similar  evaporation, 
acid  slightly  diluted  was  added  in  ex-  The  residuum,  well  washed  with  hot 
cess.  The  mixture  was  stirred,  and  distilled  water,  acidulated  with  nitric 
left  until  the  following  day,  when  the  acid,  left  1*1  grain.  500  grains,  evapo- 
nitrate  of  urea,  after  having  having  rated  under  the  receiver  of  the  air 
been  carefully  drained  by  pressure  in  pump  over  strong  sulphuric  acid,  fur- 
calico,  was  transferred  to  a  watch-glass,  nished  18'  grains, 
and  allowed  to  dry  in  a  warm  situation  March  l.—The  appearance  of  the 
over  the  sandbath  for  twelve  hours ;  urine  was  similar  to  that  of  the  former 
until,  indeed,  it  ceased  to  lose  weight,  specimens ;  sp.  gr.  101 5*^,  temp.50°Fah. 

Now,  on  comparing  this  analysis  with  500  trains  evaporated  over  steam-bath 

that  of  healthy  urine  by  Berzelius  {vide  left  17'5.    Residuum,  after  well  wash- 

Tnrit£  de  Chimie,  t.  7»  p.  392-3),  it  ing  with  hot  water,  acidulated  with 

will  be  found  that  the  sum  of   the  nitric  acid,  furnished  1'  grain.     500 

weights  of  the  urea  and  albumen  in  the  grains  also  contained  9*8  of  urea, 

former  nearly  amounts  Uy  the  weight  Ouservations  — Now  the  first  a  ues- 

fL^'^'SJ?  %l  ^*'^^J[:.I^t/'f"^?.?  ^'on  which  naturkUy  arises  in  connec- 

bemg  2-02.    The  proportions  of  water  ^.      ^.^  ^^  ^^^ !«,% hether  the  symp- 

of  ammal  matter,  and  of  fixed  salts^m  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^     ^^^    dependent    upon 

Beeson's  unne,  neariy  equal  the  pro-  ^^^^^  degeneration  df  the  Wdn^s 

portions  of  these  Tc'^pective  ingredients  f^  the  carl/ stage.     If  they  were  not 

in  oidinary  unne,  according  to  Ber-  dependent  upon  this  cause,  how.  it  may 

zenus.  y^  asked,'  ran  granular  degeneration  in 

this  stage  be  detected  ?  'i  he  specific 
CTavity  of  the  urine,  it  is  true,  so  far 
from  being  less,  was  even  greater  than 

17' 14  that  of  healthy  urine.    However,  on 

16*91  the  authority  of  Dr.  Christison,  who 

nn.    L*  V      u  *      r    ^^^^i»  «.««  has  enjoved  Opportunities  SO  ample  *  of 

4-  ^  ^V**"*!***"  .Of  ?T™.^,.^L'  investigating  ^ghfs  disease  !n  the 

tioned  m  the  analysis  of  Berzehus,  has  Edinbwgh  Infir^y,  we  learn  that 

been  excluded  from  the  fixed  «dt8.  „  j     the^arlicst  8ta«  of  granular  dia- 

All  the  albumen  m  Be«.on'8  unne  i^^i„^  ^f  the\idneys,  the  urine 

WMTOtcoaplatedbvh^t;   for  after  ig*ommonly  from  1021  to' 1025;  yeiy 

filtration  of  the  bo  Jed  umi«  eopious  ,^          ^^        ^Q^g^  ^„1^  ^^^  j^ 

P^P'-^K*  V/  "^^-if    *7^  Lv^m'  quantity  '«»»1»«  «ceei  than  falls  short 

cjsioned  bj-  the  add  tion  of  •>;*"«  »«'d.  ^  j^    '     ^  average"  (Granular  De- 

Henee  .t »  probabk  that  a  portion  of  ^^^^^„  „f  ^he  ifidneys.  &c.  p.  34). 

the  albumen  existed  m  the  state  of   JR_ ,  . » „  /i,*  „„.!  -Ai 


otahumcn,mihy  heat  and  nitric  ^•^;ri^oairttoe"c^Iii;U  ofthe'Sight; 

acid, ^*9  grains.                  j   w  v    la  and  the  chanicteristic  expression    of 

^'^-  }LZ  .""*  ^^i  I     ii^.l  countenance,  which  is  so  often  observed 

Bp.gr.  lOaO-,  temp.  M»  Fah.    After  .^  ,j,jg  ^5^^^     ^^^  quantity  of  albtt- 

P*"""&'J!i'''jSS» "'''?•  P*  ^"  vii.^  men  was  rapidly  dimmUhed,  but,  so 

temp.  56  Fah.  500  grains  evaporated  to      ^ ' J ? — 

drvness.  and  well  washed  with  boiling  *  in  contenMkm  of  tUt  nmufc,  l  mar  »»*• 

AiitiUiJ  »<><«ii   leiY  1-^.  .nil  tho  uinp  tbat.  When  cUnicml  clerk  to  Dr.  Cliii*tiMa,.wt 

distilled  water,  leii  I  4 ;  ana  ine  same  ^  ^  ^^  ^^^^  ^f  ,  ^j^jje  ,^  ^.„  frv$ 

quantity   of    unoe,   evaporated    and  cttw  of  BTithrs  diseaw  in  two  wird*. 


B«eson's 

Benelins' 

Urine. 

Analysii. 

Water     . 

.     .  935-8 

933-a 

Urea  « 

.     16-68 

3010 

Animal  matter 

.     .     16-52 

1714 

Fised  salts  . 

.     15-2 

16-91 

820  ACTIVE  DILATATION  0F  THE  HEART. 

far  fts  I  was  enabled  to  extend  my  in-  auricles  is  well  established,  whilst  that 

vestigiition,  it   was   never  altogether  of  the  ventricles  is  a  matter  of  much 

absent.    In  confirmed  Bright's  disease  uncertainty.    Indeed,  such  might  have 

**\t  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  in  some  been  deduced  from  the  nature  of  their 

instances  the  albumen  suddenly  and  respective  functions ;  —  an  expansive 

for  a  time  disappears  from  the  nrine''  diastole  in  the  ventricles  cannot  in 

(op.  cit.  p.  46).    Neither  does  the  a^  any  way  affect  the  blood  in  the  lan€ 

of  the  patient  under  consideration  mi-  veins ;  whereas  a  similar  act  in  the 

litate  against  the  conclusion  that  he  auricles  must  have  a  most  beneficial 

labourea  under  Bright's  disease;   for  effect  upon  the  motion  of  the  blood  in 

Dr.  Christison  has  "  twice  had  fatal  those  vessels. 

cases  at  the  age  of  seven  or  eight  years  Oesterreicher  contrived  an  ingenious 
under  his  observation"  (op.  cit.  p.  117).  experiment,  by  which  he  professed  to 
Albumen,  it  is  known,  is  occasionally  demonstrate  the  passive  condition  of 
•present  in  the  urine  when  there  is  no  the  heart  durins  its  diastole,  and  con- 
evidence  for  supposing  the  existence  of  se<^uently  to  refute  the  idea  of  its  ex- 
Bright's  disease.  However,  in  answer  ertmg  a  sucking  influence  over  the 
to  the  quetion  suggested,  I  should,  venous  circulation.  The  heart  of  a 
from  the  preceding  considerations,  be  frog  was  excised,  and  while  pulsating 
disposed  to  respondin  the  affirmative,  compressed   by    means    of    a    small 

ft  would  be  foreign  to  my  object  on  weight ;  he  then  observed  that  the 
the  present  occasion  to  discuss  the  weight  was  raised  by  the  systole,  bat 
subject  of  treatment. in  granular  de^-  that  during  its  diastole  the  heart  fe- 
neration. The  effects  of  the  remedial  mained  fiat.  This  experiment,  which 
agents  which  I  administered  have  been  is  admitted  to  constitute  the  main  ob- 
faithfully  recorded.  lection  against  the  supposition  urged 

by  Bichdt,  merely  refers  to  the  action 

of  the    ventricle ;    and    it   certainly 

ACTIVE  DILATATION  OF  THE  proves  that  its  dilatation  has  not  thi 

HEART.  character  of  a  muscular  act     It  is  of 

(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  "^9  ^^*^^'   however,  in  disproving  the 

diastole  of  the  auncles  as  an  active 

movement;  for  the  dilatation  of  this 

The  true  nature  of  the  heart's  diastole  cavity  occurs,  in  a  great  measure,  dur- 

is  a  subject  upon  which  a  variety  of  ing  the  contraction  of  the  ventricle 

statement  is  made;  and  yet  the  evi-  and     consequent     elevation    of    the 

dence  which  has  been  collected  in  re-  weight,  in  which  it  may  take  some 

gard  to  this  question  is  conclusive  when  part.    Such  mic^ht  be  the  effect  of  the 

rightly  interpreted.  auricular  diastole  in  this  experiment. 

It  was  first  suggested  by  Bich&t,  that  if  we  admit  the  energetic  expansion  to 

the  heart  influences  the  venous  circu-  occupy  the  first  penods  of  its  dilata- 

lation  in  virtue  of  a  suction  power ;  he  tion. 

described  the  diastole  of  this  organ  as  There  are  many  facts  which  clearly 

an    active   movement,    soliciting   the  indicate  the  expansive  diastole  of  the 

blood  to  enter  its  cavities.      In  this  auricles ;  but  w nether  this  results  from 

opinion  many  French  and  other  phy-  an  elastic  reaction,  or  a  true  muscular 

Biologists  have  since  coincided.    But  it  act,  is  not  unequivocally  determined, 

certainly  appears  improbable  that  the  The  experiment  of   Wedemeyer  and 

muscular  structure  of  the  heart  pro-  Guenther  forms,  perhaps,  the  most  im- 

duces  an  expansion  as  well  as  a  con-  portant  feature  in  the  evidence  upon 

traction  of  its  tissue ;  and  to  anticipate  this  subject.  These  physiologists  placed 

such  a  result  it  would  be  necessary  to  a  ligature  on  the  jugular  vein  of  a 

infer  the  alternate  action  of  two  dis-  horse,  and  adapted  to  the  proximal 

tinct  and  opposed  systems  of  fibres,  portion  of  the  vessel  a  glass  tube  of  a 

We  have  no  trace  of  data  for  admitting  convenient  form,  and  of  which  the  free 

this  inference ;    and  here  has  origi-  extremity  was  immersed  in  a  coloured 

nated  the  difference  of  opinion  to  which  fluid.     At  first  the  inspirations  and 

allus'on  is  made.  pulsations  of  the  heart  were  simul- 

From  the  facts  adduced  in  favour  of  taneous,  and  at  each  repetition  of  these 

the  view  proposed  by  Bichdt,  it  would  the  fluid  rose  two  or  more  inches  in 

appear  that  tlie  active  dilatation  of  the  the  tube,  and  fell  to  its  original  level 
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in  the  intervals :  the  inspirations  soon  prove  the  active  diastole  of  the  vcntri- 
increased  in  frequency,  and  it  was  cles;  on  the  contrary,  we  liave  re- 
then  noted  that  the  rise  of  the  fluid  garded  it  as  a  passive  state  on  specula- 
coincided  with  the  dilatation  of  the  tive  grounds;  and  this  we  have  done 
'  auricle.  The  experiment  would  be  in  the  absence  of  positive  and  direct 
more  satisfactory  if  the  ambiguity  re-  experiment. 

suiting  from  the  effect  of  the  inspira-  Meoicus. 

tions  upon  the  motion  of  the  blood  in       Feb.  ii,  ib43. 
the  veins  were  avoided;    this  mi^ht  ~ 

readily  be  accomplished  by  repeatin|r         MEDICAL    GAZETTE. 
the  same  inquiry  upon  an  animal  poi-  *-       ^  ^ 

soned  by  woorara,  and  in  which  the  Friday,  March  3,  L843. 

circulation  is  maintained  by  artificial  ....^ 

respiration.     The   power  of   suction, 
which  is  thus  attributed  to  the  auricles,        "Licel  omnibus,  licet  eliam  mihl,  di^itiitem 

may  be  simply  due  to  its  returning  to  a  pubUcum  tit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuse." 
State  intermediate  between  contraction  Cickro. 

and  dilatation,  in  virtue  of  its  elasticity.  

But  this  effect  has  been  otherwise  ex-      THE  COLD  WATER  TREATMENT, 

plained.     M.  Cruveilhier  has  recently  t«   .    _        /•*!.«  c         ^1,1 

recorded  a  case  in  which  the  heart  of  ^^  «» ,^"^  «^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  \  ^f  ^^^ 
an  infant  lay  external  to  the  thoracic' journal  to  discuss  the  topics  of  the  day— 

parietes;  he  had  occasion  to  observe  to  </ajPM0rreo/y/»e  the  fleeting  shadows  of 

that  the  hand,  when  made  to  grasp  the  moment;  and  thus  to  preserve  a 

?p^nedd^ri„TiuSl„"''TS^ffi  l»tingreco^oftho.ewhin..a„doddi- 
been  regarded  as  decisive  evidence  of  t^«s  which  often  excite  angry  passions 
the  mi^ular  nature  of  the  diastole;  at  their  birth,  but  are  afterwards  re- 
but the  inference,  it  must  be  admitted,  membered  only  with  a  smile.  Hence,  in 
is  fallacious  The  effect  is  duo- to  the  y^  ^^  ^y^^  ^^^  ^^^^^„^  ^f  ^he 
dilatation  of  the  ventncles,  caused  by  '  ®  1..  ^_  ,  -,  3  • 
the  projection  of  blood  into  them  dur-  ^^^^^  system  which  had  appeared  in 
ing  the  auricular  svstole.  Still,  Pro-  this  country,  and  recurred  to  the  subject 
fessor  Cruveilhier  has  remarked  that  more  than  once  last  year^.  Nor  is 
the  diastole  of  the  auricles  is  far  more  ^^e  topic  altogether  void  of  interest, 
energetic  than  can  be  accounted  for  by  „.,  *  ,  °  .  ,  , ,.  ,  .  . 
the  Wnsion    which   the  influx   of  When  hydropathic  establishments  have 

blood  from  the  veins  causes,  or  by  the  vanished  to  the  limbo  where  tar-water, 

active  expansion  which  the  elastic  na-  and  metallic  tractors,  and  St.  John 

ture  of  their  parietes  determines.  hon^s  liniment  reiwse,  physicians  will 

The  activity  of  the  auncular  diastole  v       i  •        .        •  i_  .i.  •*     e.w 

may  be  fairly  admitted  ;  although  the  *^*^^*«  ^"««^«^  ^o  weigh  the  ments  of  this 

question  of  its  resulting  from  an  elas-  method  of  procuring  perspiration ;  and 

tic  or  a  contractile  action  remains  un-  as,  in  spite  of  Long's  flayings,  we  do 

decided.     We  have  the  testimony  of  not  renounce  the  use  of  stimulant  em- 

Cruveilhier  in  favour  of  the  latter  view;  brocations,  so  cold  bathing  and  sudo- 
and  It  must  be  confessed  that;  in  the      .^      «««  ,  v  v  *  5 

case  alluded  to,  he  has  had  ample  op-  "fics  may  pass  through  the  stnngent 

portunities  of  estabhsbing  a  correct  ordeal  of  extravagant  praise,  and  even 

opinion.    The  influence  of  this  suction  become  more  used  as  they  are  better 

power  of  the  right  auricle  cannot  be  ^^^^,^     ^^  ^^^^^i^^  ^ijl  „^^  ^ 
of  any  great  extent,  owing  to  the  flac        ..,,.,.•,.. 

cid  condition  of  the  veins  (Dr.  Amott.)  rejected  by  the  judicious  practitioner. 

Together  with  the  effect  of  inspiration  though  so  strenuously  vaunted  by  ad- 
it will  aid  indirectly  the  entire  venous  vertising  hydropathists.  In  a  word, 
circulation,  by  emptying  the  large  ^^^  having  been  recommended  as  a 
veins  near  the  thorax,  and  so  removing  .'  .  ^  . 
resistance  to  the  entrance  of  blood  into  ^niedy  from  the  naost  remote  ages, 
these  from  other  vessels.  will,  no  doubt,  survive  the  dangerous 

In  the  foregoing  observations     no       «  medical  Gazettb,  April  99th,  .nd  Jul^ 

part  01  the  evidence  has  tended  to  sth,  1842.  ^ 
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patronage  of  the  Claridgea  and  the  their   morbid   secretioosy   and   expel 

Wilsons.  them  by  the  route  of  ^be  skin. 

From  the  days  of  Antonius  Mnso,  Priessnitc,  again,  does  not  eat  so  vo- 

who  forbad  Horace  to  enjoy  the  warm  racioasly  at  table  as  some  of  the  pa- 

bathsamong  the  myrtle  groves  of  Bai«*,  tients  do ;  one  of  them  used  to  swallow 

down  to  Priessnitz   and  Grafenberg,  half  of  a  five-poond  loaf  every  morning 

there  has  been  an  unceasing  controversy  at  breakfiist,  the  master  of  hydropathy 

between  the  partisans  of  cold  and  warm  disapproving.  .  This  patient,  it  seems, 

bathing.    In    this    country,    popular  was  labouring  under  excess  of  health, 

theory  inclines  to  the  side   of  cold  and  did  not  know  how  to  manage  hi* 

bathing ;  and  as  this  is  rather  a  painful  complaint. 

expedient  for  the  greater  part  of  the  According  to  Dr.  Heathcote  the  prin- 

year,  the  majority  of  skins  remain  un-  ciples  of  the  Grafenberg  practice  are 

refreshed  by  any  bath  during  our  long  three  in  number : — 

winter.    At  Teplitz,  where  the  public  The  first  is  a  reliance  on  the  vw  Me- 

bath  can  be  used  for  one  halfpenny  dicatrix  ndtura, 

sterling,  matters  are  fiir  difierent.  The  second  is,  that  the  skin  is  the 

Let  us  now  consider  two  of  the  fresh  "  instrumental  organ  of  preservation 

pleadings  in  favour  of  Grafenberg.  Br.  and  healing,  by  its  perspiring^  exhaling, 

Heathcote,  of  Rotherham,  passed  a  and  occasionally  secreting  functions : 

short  time  there,  and  has  published  an  accordingly,  the  whole  treatment    is 

account  of  what  he  sawf.    Of  Priess-  applied  to  this  organ,  and  to  the  sto- 

nitz  he  seems  to  think  that,  mach  and  bowels,  which  may.be  con* 

— ^qm'dTirtiisetqiikitiipientiapotMt  sidered  as  the  internal  skin   of  the 

utile  propoBuit  nobis  exemplar.  v^,     „ 

Dr.  Heathcote  begins  by  informintr  mr,"    *v.:  ^  •           i.            •      •     ^i. 

,       n  •       •*    1..       1*  1.           T^  ^^^  "^'rd  IS  much  exercise  m  the 

us  how  Pnessnitz  himself  lives.     He  ^    • 

rises  between  4  and  6,  according  to  the  ti,o«J«^««s.,i^«   -      «  •  ..*i 

,      ,^   ,       .,,.*.  Inesepnnciples are suflBcientlv corn- 
season;  breakfasts  with   his  patients  ««^j  xil       /  ^u              j 

.  o    J-          -.1  .u        . ,         ;         r  niendable,  and  the  second  one  is  so 

at  8;  dines  with  them  at  1;  andspends  comprehensive,  that  it  is  difficult  to 

the  day  m  seeing  his  patients.  .^^.^^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 

"  At  7  o'clock  supper  is  laid ;  the  on  any  thing  else.     Whether  the  phy. 

fare    being    exactly  the   same    as  at  •  •                .,           .          .      .           • 

breakfast ;  and  from  this  hour  nntil  10,  ""^"  prescribes  a  itsane  de  rtz,  or  the 

the  inmates  of  Grafenberg  House  are  actual  cautery,  a  bath  at  40**  or  at  100<», 

dropping  off  to  bed.    On  Sunday  even-  croton  oil  to  be  swallowed,  or  morphia 

ing,  however,  there  is  a  general  dance  to  be  exhibited   endermatieaUy.   the 

m  the  saloon.     Two  princesses  were  k^„,^i„  ^.  «.v^  «i.i^          *i.    i._V 

pointed  cut  to  me  on  one  of  these  oc-  ^^''^  ?'  *^^  «^'"  *«^  *^^  ^^  «^»- 

casions.    They  rest  on   the  other  six  P'^n^  of  his  remedies, 

nights  of  the  week."  The  actual  difierence,  howeTer,  is, 

Priessnitz  being  himself  without  ail-  *****  ^^*«  ^^   ordinary  practice  the 

ment,  drinks  only  as  much  water  as  ®'^*'  ^^  attack  is,   bowels,  skin,  at 

he  likes,  and  advises  those  who  are  in  Grafenberg  it  is  skin,  bowels.     The 

good  health  to  do  the  same.    The  sick  ^^t^r,  indeed,  seem  to  be  but  secon- 

are  to  drink  more,  in  order  to  attenuate  ^*"ly  stimulated,  as  we  do  not  hear  of 

—^               Nam  mihi  BtiM **!®  administration  of  purgatives  in  the 

Mim  nipenncau  Antoniiu,  ftc  Silesian  water-hospital. 

t  SomeOiMenratfonB  on  theCoidlwater'Trait-  Temperance  is  the  grand  and  goU 

?f'?MtSr'S'y^rH"'"ffikttT15!  ^"  ™'«  »t  Grafenberg.    An  elderly 

Rotherham.    London.  1(H».  Udy,     howcvw,     who    WOfl     not     «C- 
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quainted  with  the  adage  we  quid  relactftnce,  to  this  therapeutic  notelt^. 
nimis,  or,  who  did  not  know  that  it  ap-  He  was  wrapped  in  a  wet  sheet> 
plies  to  water-drinking,  as  well  as  to  and  covered  with  '*  all  the  hlankets, 
everything  else,  swallowed  twenty 'One  rags,  coats,  and  clothes,"  that  could  he 
half  pints  anie  meridiim.  Having  mustered.  In  ten  minutes  he  was  re- 
finished  this  colossal  draught,  she  was  lieved  ;  on  the  third  night  he  slept  a 
attacked  with  numbness  in  the  feet,  longtime  inhis  wet  sheet;  on  the  sixth, 
which  eactended  upw'ards,  till  she  be-  his  pulse  was  80,  and  he  was  without 
came  insensible.  She  was  put  to  bed,  fever ;  in  a  few  days  more  he  was  at 
but  PHeflsnitz  was  not  informed  of  the  work  in  the  fields.  The  patient  had 
accident  till  next  dsiy.  She  was  rubbed  taken  aperients  previously ;  but  during 
in  water  of  the  temperature  of  62^,  till  Dr.  Heathcote's  attendance  he  had 
reaction  was  produced ;  and  this  ap-  nothing  but  ten  grains  of  nitre,  and  this 
pears  to  have  betrn  a  sufficient  goad  to  chiefly  to  gratify  the  nurse, 
the  vt«  nudicatrix  naturm  to  cure  her.  It   waA  these  cases,  with  Currie's 

The  methods  employed  to  produce  reports  on  cold  water,  and  Claridge's 

perspiration  are  two  in  number.     In  account  of  Grafenberg,  that  egged  on 

the  first,  the  naked  body  is  tightly  Dr.  Heathcote  to  visit  the  place  him- 

wrapped  up  in  a  thick  blanket,  and  self,  and  judge,  as  people  say,  with 

then  covered  with  a  feather  bed.    The  his  own  eyes.    He  arrived  at  GrcLfeni- 

patient  then  lies  from  one  to  fiwt  hours  berg  in  September  1842,  and  consulted 

till  perspiration  sets  in.     As  soon  as  Friessnitz  about  his  own  case.    Priest 

this  is  established,  he  drinks  cold  water  nitz  has  one  qualification  which  stands 

in  doses  of  a  quarter  of  a  pint,  at  inter*  high  indeed  among  medical  merits  :   it 

vals  of  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour,  is  more  than  half  the  battle.    He  listene 

After  having  perspired  from  half  an  ujttk  exemplary  patience.    Lord  Ches- 

hour  to  three  hours,  according  to  cir«  terfield  tells  his  son  that  many  a  man 

cumstances,  he  takes  a  dip  or  two  in  the  would  rather  you  heard  his  story,  than 

cold  bath,  which  finishes  the  affair.    If  granted  his  request ;     and,  assuredly, 

the  patient  is  too  weak  to  bear  the  bath  many  an   invalid   derives    the   chief 

at  the  natural  temperature,  he  is  washed  assuagement  which  his  disease  admits, 

instead,  for  a  minute  or  two,  in  a  tub  from  the  listening  ears  and  attentive 

containing  only  three  or  four  inches  of  eyes  of  his  much-enduring  physician, 

water,  at  62^.  It  is  not  stated  what  Dr.  Heathcote's 

The  second  method,  which  is  more  malady  was ;  but  he  was  ordered  the 
commonly  used  than  the  first,  consists  wet  sheet,  followed  by  the  tub  with 
in  enveloping  the  body  in  a  wet  sheet,  three  inches  of  water  at  62^^,  a  couple 
which  is  covered  with  a  blanket  and  of  plunges  in  the  cold  bath  at  41'',  and 
feather  bed.  The  sheet  is  employed  then  a  return  for  a  moment  or  two  into 
for  an  hour  or  less ;  after  which  the  the  more  genial  tub.  This  was  con- 
patient  proceeds  either  to  the  cold  bath,  tinned  with  some  additions ;  atnong 
or  the  milder  discipline  of  the  tub.  other  things,  he  was  to  drink  five  pints 

Dr.  Heathcote  gives  the  details  of  of  water  in  the  course  of  the  day,  but 

three  cases  in  which  he  tried  the  cold  not  if  it  inconvenienced  him :  '*  to  walk 

water  system  with  advantage,  before  about  in  the  open  air,  or  to  take  exer- 

visiting   Grafenberg.      One   instance  cise  by  sawing  or  chopping  wood." 

occurred  in  the  county  of  Galway.    A  In  the  second  week  the  douche  was 

patient  labouring  under  typhus  fever,  added.    The  time  of  its  duration  was 

with  petechia?,  submitted,  with  some  not  fixed,  but  Dr.  Heathcote  found  that 
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from  half  a  minute  to  a  minute  was  treatment  of  this  case ;  and  when  we 

ample,  particularly  on  a  frosty  morning,  consider  that  abscesses  are  professedly 

After    a   week's     application,    the  produced  by  the  Grafcnberg  plan,  we 

douche  began  to  produce  what  is  called  may  easily    conceive  the  amount  of 

a  cntis  at  Grafenberg.  A  small  pimple  suflSsring  that  must  be  caused  by  this 

first  appeared  on  his  skin,  which  soon  crotchet  of  Priessnitz.      Those    who 

enlarged  into  a  boil ;  the  area  of  the  in-  think  with    the    Bavarian   Baroness , 

flamed  skin  being  six  inches  in  dia-  in  Dr.  Granville's  Spas  of  Germany, 

meter,  and  the  elevated  part  of  the  size  that  on    e*t   midecin   fii,    comme    oh 

of  a  shilling.    The  boil  was  constantly  e$i  ni  poete,  may  be  disabused  by  this 

moistened  by  a  bandage  of  wet  linen  and    myriads    of    similar    examples^ 

covered  by  a  dry  one.    During  its  con-  and  may  learn  how  often  an  empiric  of 

tinuance  the  cold  plunge-balh  and  sit-  fiAy  is  ignorant  of  things  familiar  to  a 

bath  were  omitted,  but  the  tempered  dresser  of  a  month's  standing.    Dr. 

baths  and  dnppingsheet  were  continued.  Heathcote's  summing  up  is  extremely 

The  theory  there  is,  that  these  boils  are  favourable  to  the  system  ,  but  while  he 

the  efforts  of  nature  to  expel  the  mor-  extols  it  in  fever,  diarrhoea,  chronic 

bific    matter;     in    other   words,    the  dysentery,  gout,  and  rheumatism,   he 

humoral  pathology  reigns  triumphant  has  the  candour  to  confess  that  it  will 

at  Grafenberg.  not  cure  consumption,  aneurism,  dis- 

"From  an  untoward  pimple  upon  organized  liver,  or  diseases  of  the  heart, 

the  nose,  to  the  confluent  eruption  of  Few  practitioners,  we  imagine,  rely 

the  small-pox  over  the  whole  body,  the  upon  medicinal  sudorifics,  for  there  is 

vis  medicatrix  is  engaged:  in  the  former,    „-o««^i„  „-^„  «i„„„  ^f  ^^^a^^ 

^  u'l  •••      *u       :i  •  *    J     •             •  scarcely  any  class  of  remedies  so  uncer* 

exhibiting  the  evil  intruder  m  a  species  .          ,.-.     ,      ,,             v«  »«  «..^ti 

of  pillory ;  in  the  latter,  expiring  her-  *a^°l  andif  it  should  turn  out,  therefore, 

sell  in  a  prodigious  struggle  to  expel  that  the  wet  sheet  is  a  safe  and  sure 

an  exhaustless  poison."  method  of  producing  perspiration,  it 

A  great    and  destructive   error   in  will  be  a  valuable   addition    to   our 

Priessnitz's  practice  is  that  he  refuses  materia  medica.    As  to  the  diseases  in 

to  open  abscesses.  Dr.  Heathcote  gives  which  it  will  be  applicable,  that  re- 

at  some  length  the  case  of  a  girl  of  mains  for  future  investigators  to  deter- 

scrofulous  constitution,  who  fell  a  sacri  •  mine.    The  best  and  most  impartial 

flee  to  this  malapraxis  last  October,  experiments  on  the  subject  which  we 

When  an  abscess  formed  under  the  left  have  hitherto  seen  are  those  of  the 

breast,  Priessnitz  ordered    her  to  be  Norwegian  licentiate.  (Blicb)  which  we 

rubbed  in  a  shallow  bath  of  water  at  formerly  published  in  our  journal. 

62^,  twice  a  day  for  an  hour  and  a  half  Mr.Schlemmer,aGermanhydropathi8t 

at  a  time.    Dr.  Heathcote  was  present  residing  in   England,    has   put  forth 

at  the  post-mortem  examination.    The  aome  remarks  on  the  same  topic,  which 

chief  appearances  were,  congestion  of  need  not  detain  us  long*, 

the  lungs ;  an  abscess  under  the  right  He  divides  the  cold  water  system 

ear  containing  two  ounces  of  pus ;  ex^  into  nine  branches,  namely,  '*  drinking ; 

taravasation  of  blood  under  the  skin  of  full  bathing  after  sweating ;  fiill  bath- 

the  fingers,  where  three  abscesses  had  ing  without  sweating ;  partial  bathing 

formed ;  and  an  ulcer  above  the  sacrum,  of  particular  parts ;  douche,  or  spout- 

which  had  sloughed  to  the  bone.  «  Hydropathv.    The  Cold  Water  Cure  of  DU- 

The  omitting  to  open  the  abscesses.  *•■** '   *?  Philosophy  and  Rict.     With  caaea 

J    . V      ,           J  ,  ...r  ,.        -  .     .          .  P^ovine  how  certainly  this  lystem  beneflta  the 

ana  the  long  debilitating  fnctions  in  afflicted,    in  two  lectures :  Itt,  For  the  healthy. 

nrAA   tt,»^*r   u/«m  ^.  »«;«.>  1  .>.^»   ;      *u  ^»  For  the  sick.    Translated  from  the  Germaa 

COW  water,  were  capital  errors  in  the  of  Mr.  C.  V.  Schlcmmer.    London,  1S43. 
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bath ;    cooling    poultices ;    animnting  occupation,  for  a  Bcries  of  yean,  hcs  been 

bandages ;  injections ;  frictions."  J*>»'  ^^  «^  i^'^^f*"*  umbrelU-maker ;  that  u 

°.r  ,  1.4^  **y»  "®  makes  umbrellas  at  home,  and 

By  autmating  bandages  the  wet  sheet  travels    through    the    country    afterwards 

is  meant.    Like  several  other  writers  selling  them.     On  one  of  these  excursions, 

on  this  subject,  Mr.  Schlemmer  affirms  ^^  "««»*  exposure  to  wet,  he  was  seised 

...                       ,    .             ^  with  severe  inflammatory  sore- throat,  and 

that   the  sweating  process  bnngs  out  ^^erwards  with  acute  rheumatism.    When 

the  odour,  or  even  the  visible  substance  the  fever  and  rheumatic  affection  bad  passed 

of  medicines  taken  years  before,  such  off»  be  ^'^  left  >«  »  "t*^  of  extreme  debility  ; 

,   .                  u^     o  ^  his  digestive  organv  could  not  be  brought  into 

2is  mercury,  sulphur,  camphor,  &c.  p^^,*  ^^^^  \^  ^  ^^  ^^^-^^  ^»  ^li^^^ 

Hefranklyacknowledges  that  success  attacks  of  tinnitus  aurium  and  gtddineHs  of 

cannot  be  expected  when  the  patient  the  bead.    About  this  time  he  became  aware 

isinanyofthefollowingcondition,:-  S'L'*:^,^^ ?».:! t^^.^T'lhU ^ 

'*  1st.  Such  a  reduced  vitality  that  no  especially  annoying  to  him  when  he  perused 

reaction  can  be  excited.  his    larger  print    Psalm-book,    which  he 

2d.  A  bom  or  organic  deformity.  "^K^T'i-^TA  '?".*  "^  '^"^*  ^."'^' 

**              ."^  not  to  be  divided  into  columns.  Thisulosion 

3d.  A  brought  on  organic   dcstruc-  ,^8  at  first  alone  confined  to  the  pages  of 

tion."  his  books,  but  soon  everything  that  he  looked 

The  last  sentence  requires  re-trans-  f*  P"»f"*t^  •  dark  indefinite  line  dividing 

,    .               Ti     f  i_       r  it  uto  two  halves.    He  has  frequently  pomted 

latmg  into  English.     It  seems  to  mean  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^  bUnk  perpendicular  space  di- 

'*  organic  disease,  though  not  congeni-  viding  every  body,  into  which  he  said  he 

tal."    The  most  curious  part  of  Mr.  thought  he  could  introduce  his  hand.    On 

f,,,             .,       ,               V.^.       ,.,  several    occasions  he  made    rather  serious 

Schlemmer's  brochure  is  a  note  in  which  ^j^takes,  when  he  was  able  to  go  about  and 

he  proposes  a  new  system  of  diet,  long  take  walking  exercise,  by  fancying  that  he  was 

since  adopted  by  himself,  his  three  sons,  walking  through  a  gap  m  a  wall  or  paling, 

J  ^1-  •    .   <^          T^           •  ^     •          <•  which  illusions,  however,  disappeared  upon 

and  their  tutor.     It  consists  m  eating  ^^^  ^^^  approach.     The  most  amusing, 

raw  food  alone.  "  Choose,  therefore,"  he  however,  which  he  recounted  to  me,  was  an 

says,  **  in  the  animal  kingdom,   eggs  illusion  which  occurred  to  him  in  the  streets 

and  all  creatu«s  you  can  eat  in  a  living  S^f^  S^'Jn'  ZT^^t 'Sf  ^JS 

State,    as,  for  instance,    oysters    and  whilst  walking  along   George's  Street   or 

animalculse.       [Faugh  ! ! !].      In    the  Qncon's  Stceet  (I  am  not  sure  which,)  he 

vegetable  kingdom    aU  grainB.  seeds.  IirSffl^^S^StS'I't:^'^' 

and  all  fruits  which  possess  a  repro-  seemed  to  present  a  steep  ascent,  the  other 

ductive  germ  of  life  in  themselves.''  as  steep  a  descent.    The  poor  fellow  said  he 

He,  sons,  and  teacher,  accordingly  ''*"  P^^^f  f  bewUdered,  yet  nevertheless 

'          '                         '        .         ^  resolved,  that,  as  he  was  gouig  up  to  Edm- 

eat  raw  peas,  beans,  and  fruit;  "our  burgh,  the  steep  ascent  was  the  one  he  ought 

teeth  are  our  mills,  the  stomach  is  the  to  choose.    He  never  fancied  for  a  moment 

kitchen  "  ^*^  ^^  ^^  "^  illusion,  having  never  seen 

r\^  ,  '  ,  -        «  ,  ,              ,     ^  anything  of  the  kind  before,  and  fearlessly 

Oh  !     Mr.     Schlemmer  !     Quousqne  addressing  himself  to  his  journey,  began  to 

tandem  abutire  patientiA  nottrA  ?  toil  along  the  level  street,  as  if  he  was  going 

up  a  hill,  to  the  no  small  amusement  of  a 


onD/vn    *                               X  variety  of  passengers,  who  appeared  equally 

SPECTRAL  ILLUSIONS.^  ^  to  him  to  be  toiling  up  and  down  the  ascent 

BBiiro  AM  KzraAOT  raoM  a  paprk  publish bd  or  descent. 

Ttv  tib    p  Soon  after  he  had  commenced  climbing 

OY  i/R.  rATBRSON  ^^  imaginary  steep  he  discovered  that  he 

In  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  SurgicalJoumaL  was  still  on  level  ground,  and  that  it  must 

^_  be  one  of  his  illusions.    This  individual  still 

enjoys  very  indifferent  health,  and  not  un- 

1. — Thk  subject  of  the  first  case  which  I  frequently  illusions  of  a  similar  kind  are 

shall  rekte  is  a  man  of  spare  habit  of  body,  witnessed  by  him.     None  have  now  been 

of  industrious    and    extremely    temperate  seen,  however,  for  many  months, 

habits,  and  of  education   superior  lo   the  Cask  2.— The  next  case  is  one  of  a  very 

station  of  life  in  which  he  is  placed.     His  remarkable  character ;  nnfortunately,  how- 
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erer,  die  illiuion  wlddi  I  am  about  to  de«  repeating  the  word  '*  fcther,"  ibe  attempted 

scribe  onlj  occurred  ooee,  and  that  at  a  eon-  to  lay  Iwr  hand  upon  his  shoulder,  but  her 

siderable  interval  of  time ;  but  so  strong  is  hand  encountered  vacancy,  and  she  retired 

the  recollection  of  it  in  the  mind  of  the  lady,  in  alarm.    As  she  was  about  to  leave  the 

tiiat  the  most  minute  circumstances  connected  room,  however,  she  looked  back,  and  still 

with  it  are  at  once  recalled  to  her  recollection ;  saw  the  figure  occupy  the  same  pontkm  in 

and  I  may  state  that,  from  the  high  re-  the  chair.     After  recovering  from  the  first 

roectability  of  the  lady,  the  authenticity  of  effects  of  her  alarm,  Miss  N.  determined  to 

the  apparition  is  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  enter  the  room  again,  and  investigate  into 

question.  whether  the  appearance  which  die  had  wit- 

At  the  period  of  the  occurrence  which  I  nessed  might  not  be  caused  by  a  peculiar 

am  about  to  mention,  Miss  N.  was  just  con-  arrangement  of  drapery,  or  something  lying 

valesoent  from  an  attack  of  slight  fever,  upon    the    chair.      The    same  appearance, 

which  had  been  of  some  duration,  and  had  however,  presented  itself  as  before,  and  which 

reduced  her  strength  oonsiderably.    On  the  she  now  became  convinced  was  some  spectral 

evening  on  which  the  allusion  occurred,  in  illusion.      In  this  belief  she  looked  at  it 

the  month  of  August,  all  the  family  had  from  various  sides  and  comers  of  the  room, 

gone  out  early  to  an  evening  sermon,  at  rubbed  her  eyes,  and  changed  her  position 

some  little  distance.      Miss  N.  not  being  in  various  ways,  and  it  still  appeared  in  the 

allowed  to  go  out  at  the  time,  was  left  the  same  attitude.     She  also  left  the  room  and 

sole  inmate  of  the  house.     Her  father,  an  came  back  again,  but  still  the  apparition  waa 

infirm  old  man,  who  seldom  went  much  from  there. 

home,  was  also  out.     She  knew  not,  how-        Pally  half  an  hour  might  elapse  from  the 

ever,  where  he  was,  but  fancied  that  he  had  time  that  this  lady  first  saw  this  apparition 

gone  to  church  vrith  the  other  members  of  till  it  disappeared.     She  did  not  see  it  vanish, 

tlie.  femily.    It  was  a  beautifol  evening  when  but  it  was  still  present  when  she  entered  &e 

they  left  the  house,  the  day  having  been  very  room  three  or  four  times,  but  on  the  fourth 

vrarra,  and  the  atmosphere  sultry,  but  they  or  fifth  it  was  gone.    The  old  gentleman  was 

had  not  left  very  long  ere  some  heavy  clouds  in  good  health  at  the  time,  and  had  been  to 

b^an  to  collect  over  head,  and  to  betoken  a  church  with  the  rest  of  the  family,   tram 

storm.      The  anticipations    from  the  ap-  which  they  all  returned  at  the  proper  time,' 

pearance  of  the  sky  were  not  long  in  being  the  storm  having  by  that  time  passiBd  over, 
realised,  as  it  came  on  a  most  dreadful  night        3.   The  subject  of  case  third  is  a  pro* 

of  lightoing  and  thunder,  accompanied  with  fessional  gentleman  of  high  literary  attain- 

heavy  rain.     Miss  N.  seated  herself  at  a  front  mente.     His  narrative  of  die  illusions  is 

window  to  watch  the  storm,  which  was  then  before  me,  and  I  shall  nearly  give  them  in 

raging  violently ;   her  mind  unconsciously  his  own  words.     It  is  necessary  to  premise, 

wandered  upon  her  father,  where  he  might  however,  thnt  he  is  an  individual  of  a  san- 

be ;  if  at  church  with  the  rest  of  the  fiunily,  guineo-nervous  temperament,  and  poasesses 

or  elsewhere.    Brooding  upon  this  circum-  a  very  powerful  imagination.     I  have  never 

stance,  and  being  still  rather  weakly,  sheiras  been  present  at  the  time  of  his  seeing  any  of 

consequently  thrown  in  a  state  of  considerable  the  illusions  which  I  am  about  to  relate  ;  but 

alarm.  on  several  occasions  have  attended  upon  him 

The  above  minute  particulars  are  necessary  professionally.      On  one  of  them  he  had  a 

to  show  the  state  of  mind  in  which  Miss  N.  pretty  smart  attack  of  scarlatina,  which  vras 

waa  at  the  time  of  seeing  the  illusion,  as  vrell  succeeded  at  no  great  interval   by  a  very 

as  the  causes  which  produced  that  state.     I  severe  attack  of  typhus  fever.     During  both 

may  also  here  mention  that  the  lady  is  not  of  these  diseases  the  excitement  of  his  mind 

in  the  slightest  degree  a  believer  in  super-  was  greatiandtbe  phantoms  of  his  imagination 

stitious  appearances.  so  numerous,  so  varied,  and  so  vivid,  as  to 

Miss  N.,  in  the  state  of  mind  which  I  surpass  any  thingfthat  I  had  previously  seen, 

have  just  described,  fancied  that  her  father  or  since  witoesaol. 

had  been  killed  in  the  storm,  and  becoming  Before  detailing  the  particular  iUusions  of 
very  uneasy  regarding  him,  she  went  into  a  this  genUeman,  It  seems  of  consequence  to 
back  room  which  he  generally  occupied,  and  premise  a  peculiarity  of  vision  to  which  he  H 
near  the  fire  of  which  he  usually  sat  in  a  subject,  and  which  consisto  in  tiie  power  of 
high-backed  arm-chair.  On  entering  the  the  retina  continuing  impressions,  and  pro- 
room,  Miss  N.  vras  astonished  to  behold  the  bably  also  of  the  mind  to  recal  them, 
image  of  her  father  in  his  usual  dress  and  llius  he  has  often  repeated  the  well-known 
attitude,  and  aeated  by  the  fireside.  Not  experiment  which  we  have  mentioned,  of 
fimcying  that  it  was  an  illusion,  she  im-  looking  at  a  window  at  some  distance  from 
me^ately  thought  that  he  had  entered  the  the  eye,  and  then  transferring  the  eye  quickly 
house  without  her  having  heard  him,  and  to  the  wall.  He  has  never  been  able, 
going  forward  to  lay  her  hand  upon  his  however,  to  see  the  change  of  colour  which 
shoulder,  and  enquire  how  be  had  got  in,  and  Dr.  Brewster  describes  as  taking  place  when 
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the  object  itfelf  is  succeeded  hj  the  spectral  tends  along  the  room,  and  on  which  the  light 

impression  of  it.  was  fallbg  at  the  time,  heagainbeheld  the  skull . 

Mr.  H.,  too,  has  frequently  seen,  on  So  convinced  was  he  of  the  reality  of  the 
looking  at  a  line  of  lamps  on  a  street,  and  appesrance  that  he  immediately  uid  to  his 
then  suddenly  turning  his  eyes  to  a  dark  friend,  **  I  wonder  what  the  Professor  is 
cloud,  the  line  of  lights  continuing  for  a  going  to  do  with  the  skull  to-day/' 
considerable  time  there.  On  one  occasion.  Doubtless  very  much  to  his  fHend's  astonish- 
say  s  he,  "  when  looking  at  the  front  of  the  ment. 

Royal  Institution,  by  gas  light,  and  sud-        3d.    After  reflecting  on  these  cases,    it 

denly  turning  to  the  sky,  I  beheld  the  pillars  occurred  to  Mr.  H.  that  he  had  for  months 

almost  as  distinct  as  when  I  saw  the  real  before  seen  people  on  the  road  coming  to- 

object."      These  two  instances  may  be  re-  wards  him,  and  often  wondered  where  they 

ferred  to  the  weU-known  power  of  retaining  had  so  suddenly  gone  to.     He  had  at  the 

impressions.      In  the    following  instance,  time  no  idea  that  they  were  illusions,  but  a 

however,  the  impression  must  be  considered  few  days'  experience  satisfied  him  of  thsit' 

as  recalled  to  the  retina  by  some  unconscious  nature. 

mental  power.    When  walking  with  a  friend        4tb.   One  evening  towards  dusk,  whilst 

one  evening  by  moonlight,  Mr.  H.  happened  sitting  in  the  garden,  Mr.  H.  rose  suddenly 

to  look  up  and  beheld  the  vane  of  a  single  and  experienced  a  slight  giddiness,  which  he 

staff,  having  a  crown  on  it,  exactly  on  the  was  in  the  habit  of  feeling  occasionally  when 

lunar  surface.     So  forcible  was  the  impres-  rising  quickly  to  the  erect  posture.     As  the 

sion  that  he  directed  the  attention  of  his  fnend  giddmess  went  off,  he  beheld  the  figure  of  a 

to  it,  and  continued  looking  at  it  for  a  few  man,  with  a  large  blue  cloak  thrown  around 

minutes.      They  then  proceeded  onwards,  him,  and  standing  under  a  tree  at  a  short 

and  had  passed  a  laige  boQding  before  they  distance  :  the  figure,  in  the  course  of  a  mi* 

again  saw  the  moon,  when  to  the  sight  of  nute  or  two  (during  which  Mr.  H.  stood 

Mr.  H.  the  image  of  the  crown  and  vane  gazing  at  it)  gradually  became  more  faint 

still  presented  itself  dn  the  surface  of  the  in    outline  and   colour,    and  disappeared, 

moon,  as  distinct  as  the  real  object  a  few  About  half  an   hour  afterwards,  on  going 

minutes  before.     These  phenomena  do  not '  from  the  house  again  into  the  garden,  under 

occur  to  Mr.  H.  at  all  times,  but  he  has  the  same  tree,  and  in  the  same  spot,  Mr.  H. 

always  the  power,  when  looking  at  a  window,  beheld  the  same  figure.     It  occurred  to  him 

and  then  turning  his  eyes  to  the  wall,  of  that  it  was  an  excellent  opportunity  for  trying 

seeing  the  window  again  on  the  wall.  Dr.  Brewster's  test  of  deciding  between  illu- 

The  first  distinct  spectral  illusion  of  which  sions  and  realities :  he  therefore  pressed  the 

Mr.  H.  became  conscious  occurred  in  the  one  eyeball,  without  producing  any  other 

autumn  of  the  year  1838.     He  was  lying  on  effect  than  -simply  rendering  the  figure  less 

a  sofa  reading,  being  in  his  usual  good  holth  distinct,  but  on  squinting  he  distinctly  saw 

at  the  time ;  and  that  the  subject  could  have  the  figure  doubled  to  as  great  an  extent  as  a 

had  no  influence  in  exciting  such  ideas,  it  real  object,  by  the  same  process.    Mr.  H. 

may  be  mentioned    that  the  work  in  the  immediately   walked    towards    the    figure, 

course  of  perusal  was  De  Comines'  History  which  gradually  receded,  and  disappeared  aa 

of  the  House  of  Burgundy.      On  looking  soon  as  it  cleared  the  shadow  of  the  tree, 
towards  the  window,  through  which  the  rays        5th.  I  shall  relate  this  in  Mr.  H.'s  own 

of  light  were  entering  and  falling  brightly  words.     "  During  my  attendance  at  school  I 

on  a  chair  placed  near  it,  he  saw  a  skull,  and  of  was  in  frequent  intercourse  with  a  boy,  whom 

course  conceiving  it  to  be  a  reality,  was  on  I  shall  call  D :  he  was,  in  short,  my 

the  point  of  ringing  the  bell  to  inquire  why  intimate  acquaintance  in  boyhood  for  many 

it  had  been  brought  into  that  room,  thinking  years,  until,  by  the  continued  dissipation  of 

It  was  one  belonging  to  himself,  which  had  an  infiituated  father,  the  circumstances  of  the 

been  placed  there  by  some  of  the  family,  family  began  to  decline,  and,  step  by  step, 

He,  however,  rose,  and  walking  to  the  chair,  they    beoune    reduced    to    the    greatest 

was  on  the  point  of  pUcing  his  hands  upon  wretchedness.     In  the  course  of  a  fiew  yean 

it  to  lift  it,  when  it  disappeared.    Mr.  H.  D was  sent  to  sea,  as  the  speediest 

felt  BO  startled  by  this  circumstance  that  he  method  of  getting  rid  of  him.       I  oon- 

nearly  fell  on  the  floor,  and  a  slight  giddiness  sequently  lost  sight  of  him  for  many  years, 

continued  during  the  remainder  of  tiie  after-  until  at  length  I  heard  that  he  had  returned 

noon.  to  his  wretched   home,    labouring    under 

2d.  About  a  fortnight  after  the  occurrence  symptoms  of  advanced  consumption.  He 
just  related,  and  about  the  beginning  of  was  attended  during  his  illness  by  Dr.  C, 
November  1838,  Mr.  H.,  when  sitting  in  and  three  months  after  his  return  home  he 
the  Rhetoric  class  room  of  the  Edinburgh  died.  I  was  requested  to  attend  the  inspec- 
University,  conversing  with  a  friend  before  tlon  of  the  body,  and  it  will  readily  be 
lecture,  turned  his  eyes  suddenly  towards  the  believed  that  many  reflections  of  a  sad  and 
window,  and  then  on  the  desk,  which  ex-     painfU  nature  oocurred  to  me,  producing  an 
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impi'essioa  upon  my  mind  whicli  several  fever  more  than  any  other  which  I  have 
years  failed  to  dissipate.  This  occurred  in  witnessed,  and  I  never  for  a  moment  could 
1835,  and  three  years  afterwards  thecircum-  have  considered  it  a  real  object.  It  is  dif- 
stances  of  the  family  having  continued  the  ficult  in  this  instance  to  find  any  other  ex- 
same,  their  unhappy  case  was  again  recalled  citing  cause  except  the  pain  felt  in  my  arm, 
to  me  in  the  following  singular  manner : —  which  1  can  now  refer  to  cramp  of  the 
One  evening,  at  the  time  when  I  was  daily  triceps  muscle  acting  on  the  peculiar  state 
in  the  habit  of  seeing  spectral  illusions,  I  of  mind  incident  to  spectral  illusions, 
was  engaged  in  reading  Ty tier's  Life  of  the  together  with  a  powerful  imagination,  already 
Admirable  Chrichton  for  a  considerable  time  greatly  excited  by  the  peculiar  circumstances 
after  the  rest  of  the  family  had  retired  for  of  the  case.  I  may  state  that  I  have  felt  the 
the  night,  and  after  I  had  finished  my  book,  same  feeling  in  the  arm  since,  without  asao- 
and  was  on  the  point  of  proceeding  to  my  dating  it  with  any  similar  consequences." 
bed-room,  I  saw  a  letter  lying  on  a  side-table,  In  connection  with  this  gentleman's  illu- 
which  proved  to  be  an  invitation  to  attend  the  sions,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  another 
funeral  of  D.'s  mother.  This  was  the  first  member  of  the  family  has  been  affected  with 
intimation  I  had  had  of  her  death  ;  and  many  that  peculiarity  of  vision,  by  wliieh  only 
|)ainful  circumstances  connected  with  her  one-half  of  the  object  is  seen  at  a  time,  such 
unhappy  life,  which  need  not  be  mentioned  as  one  .half  of  a  figure  on  the  street,  or,  as 
here,  immediately  occurred  to  me.  I  pro-  in  the  case  of  Wollaston,  one-half  of  the 
ceeded^  to  my  bed-room,  reflecting  upon  name  on  a  door  or  signboard.  Immediately 
these  circumstances,  undres^ed  myself,  and  succeeding  the  occasions  on  which  thesa  phe- 
had  extinguished  the  candle,  when  I  felt  my  nomena  occurred,  the  lady  was  always  af- 
arm  suddenly  grasped  a  little  below  the  fected  with  violent  headache,  and  frequently 
shoulder,  and  forcibly  pressed  to  nAy  side,  with  severe  epistaxis. 
I  struggled  to  free  myself  for  a  time,  calling  It  was  Mr  H.'s  intention  to  have  detailed 
aloud  '  let  go  my  arm,'  when  I  distinctly  to  the  world  the  numerons  instances  on 
heard  the  words  '  don't  be  afraid,'  uttered  in  which  these  phenomena  have  occurred  to 
a  low  tone.  I  immediately  said,  '  allow  me  •  him  ;  "  but,"  says  he,  **  when  I  reflected  on 
to  light  the  candle,'  when  I  felt  my  arm  the  subject,  I  always  found  the  illusions  in- 
released  ;  and  I  then  proceeded  to  another  creased  to  such  an  extent,  that  they  became 
part  of  the  room  for  means  to  light  the  occasionally  truly  alarming."  Indeed,  it 
candle,  never  for  a  moment  doubting  but  was  with  difficulty  that  I  could  persuade  him 
that  some  one  was  in  the  room.  I  at  the  to  write  out  for  me  short  notes  of  the  appear- 
same  time  felt  an  uneasy  giddiness  and  ances,  and  this  at  a  considerable  interval  of 
faintness,  which  almost  overpowered  me.  time  after  they  had  ceased  entirely,  lefet 
I  succeeded,  however,  in  lighting  the  candle,  they  should  again  return, 
and,  turning  towards  the  door,  I  beheld  the  Cask    4. — A    gentleman    in   the  south 

figure  of  the  deceased  D standing  before  country,  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  perfect 

me.     It  was  dim  and  indistinct,  as  if  a  haze  good  health,  was  paying  a  visit  one  evening 

had  been  between  us,  but  at  the  same  time  towards    dusk   to   a   neighbouring    friend, 

perfectly  defined.     By  an  impulse  I  cannot  After  shutting  the  avenue  gate,  and  as  he  was 

account  for,  I  stepped  towards  it  with  the  about  to  proceed  up  the  avenue,  the  figure 

candle  in  my  hand  ;  it  immediately  receded  of  a  female  dressed  in  black  glided  past  im- 

at  the  same  rate  as  I  advanced,  and,  pro-  mediately  before  him.     Soon  after,  another 

ceeding  thus  with  the  face  always  towards  figure,  precisely  similar  in  appearance  and 

me,  it  passed  through  the  door  slowly  down  dress  to  the   former,   followed.     Thinking 

stairs  till   we  came  to  the  lobby,  when  it  that   this   might  be   some  trick  which  the 

stood  still.     I  passed  close  to  it  and  opened  females  of  the  hou<e   were  about  to  play 

the  street  door,  but  at  this  moment  I  became  upon  him,  he  stretched  out  his  hand  to  grasp 

ao  giddy  that  I  sank  down  on  one  of  the  the  third  as  she  made  her  appearance,  but, 

chairs,  and  let  fall  the  candle.     I  cannot  say  lo  !  there  was    nothing   there,    and,  upon 

how  long  I  remained  in  this  situation,  but  looking  after  the   figure,  it  had  vanished, 

on  recovering  I  felt  a  violent  pain  over  my  Shortly  afterwards,  in  crossing  through  one 

eyebrows,   with   considerable  sickness   and  of  the  parks  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

indistinctness  of  vision.     I  passed  a  feverish  house,  he  fancied  he  saw  several  asses  graz- 

and    restless  night,   and    continued  in  an  ing,  and  he  was  about  to  lay  his  hand  upon 

uneasy  state  during  the  following  day.     I  the  back  of  one  of  them  and  stroke  it  down, 

may  mention  that  the  figure  was  at  times  when,  to  his  dismay,  his  hand  encountered 

more  distinct  than  at  others,  but  always  dim  nothing.     They  stUI,  however,  appeared  for 

and  imperfect.      I  was  always  able  to  dis-  a  time  before  him,  and  he  tried  the  experi- 

tinguish  the  different  colours  of  the  clothes,  ment  of  touching  them  with  his  hand  several 

and  I  had  never  seen  the  individual  during  times. 

life  dressed  in  a  similar   way.      In  all  its  It  is  probable  that  this  gentleman  (who  is 

characters  it  approximated  the  illusions  of  still  alive  and  well)  had  been  much  exhausted 
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by  fatigue  at  the  time  whea  this  illusion  a  most  interesting  description ,  not  only  M 

ocourr^  to  him,  as  it  more  resembles  some  regards  the  state  of  health  in  which  the  in- 

of  the  apparitions   of  the    early    stage  of  dividual  was  in  at  the  time,  but  also  as  re- 

delirium  trement  than  any  that  has  been  gards  the  illusion  itself.      It  was  simply  a 

previously  recorded.  recalled  impression,  and,  therefore,  ought  to 

Casb  5. — I  have  been  favoured,  through  have  been  placed  6rst  in  the  list  of  cases 

the  kindness  of  Dr.  Dunsmure,  with  the  his-  recorded  in  the  present  paper.     The  mind 

tory  of  an  interesting  spectral  illusion  which     of  Dr. had  been  deeply  impressed  at 

occurred   to  a  medical  gentleman,  a  friend  the  time  of  the  occurrence,  and  more  espe- 

of  his,  and  which  is  detailed  below  in  the  cially  with  the  peculiarity  of  dress  and  be- 

gentleman's  own  words.  nignant  aspect  of  countenance  of  the  de- 

*'    Some   four   or    five    years    since,    a  ceased.     The  circumstance  connected  with 

middle-aged    respectably    dressed   man,   a  it  had  almost  passed  from  his  memory,  until, 

stranger  in  Edinburgh,  expired  suddenly  in  after  close  mental  application  for  some  days 

a  public  omnibus,  when  passing  along  the  on  a  professional  subject,  it  is  probable  that 

North  Bridge,     'tha  body  was  placed  in  the  a  train  of  ideas,  of  which  he  might  not  at 

police-office    till   claimed   by    the   friends,  the  time  be  aware,  brought  again  to  his  re- 

Nezt  day  I  received  from  the  authorities  the  collection  the  form  and  aspect  of  the  indivi- 

usual  warrant  to  make  an  examination,  and  dual  in  whose  fate  he  had  felt  such  a  deep 

report  as  to  the  cause  of  death.     (Rupture  interest ;  and,  as  when  an  individual,  with  a 

of  an  aneurism  into  the  pericardium.)  striking  object  beforebim,  turns  his  attention 

"  On   entering  the  apartment  where  the  upon  some  distant  one,  the  recollected  image 

body  lay,  clad  as  when  in   life,  and  attired  of  the  latter,  for  a   moment,  excludes  the 

as  for  a  journey,  I  was  informed  of  the  af-     perception  of  the  former  ;  so,  with  Dr. , 

fecting  incident  narrated  above,  and  I  na-  the  image  of  the  deceased  was  pourtrayed 

turally  felt  deeply  interested  by  a  calamity  in  before  him  with  great  accuracy  of  outline  ; 

itselfso  appalling,  and  probably  most  painfully  nevertheless,  and  nothing  daunted,  he  tried 

eventlul  to  others.    This  feeling  was,  more-  the  experiment  of  looking  at  objects  through 

over,  greatly  heightened  at  the   time   on  the  image,  and  distinctly  saw  a  plate  of  Ca- 

observing  more  closely  the  features  of  the  ractacus,  which  he  knew  to  be  hanging  on 

dead     man.     The    countenance    was    re-  the  wall,   as  it  were  through  the  spectre, 

markably  open  and  intellectual,  and  its  ge-  Thus  was  his  experiment  very  similar  to  the 

neral  expression  pleasingly  striking  and  at-  one  we  mentioned  above, 

tractive,  even   to   an   extreme.    The   im-  The  close  mental  application,   combined 

presaioa  on  my  mind,  however,  gradually  with  a  constrained  position  at  the  time,  or 

wore  off,  and  was  in  a  manner  forgotten,  probably  some  derangement  of  stomach,  of 

when  unexpectedly  recalled  at  a  distant  period  which  he  might  not  be  aware,  was  the  cause 

in  the  following  manner :  of  that  pathological  condition  of  the  brain 

'*  I  had  been  employed  for  a  few  days  in  or  membranes  which  had  given  rise  to  the 

writing  on  a  professional  subject,  and  it  so  illusion. 

happened,   that,   of  a  forenoon  when  thus  The  last  Ulusion  which  I  have  recorded  of 

engaged,  on  raising  my  eyes  from  the  paper,  Mr.  H.'s  appears  to  me  one  of  the  most 

the  vision  of  the  dead  stranger  stood  before  singular  which  has  been  described,   or  of 

me,  with  a  distinctness  of  outline  as  perfect  which  I  am  aware.     In  cases  first,  second, 

as  when  I  first  saw  him  extended  on  a  board,  fourth,  and  fifth,  as  well  as  in  the  majority 

His  very  apparel  was  identical,  only  that  the  of  those  on  record,   sight  alone  was  the 

broad-brimmed  hat,  which  formerly  biy  by  his  sense  affected.     In  Mr.  H.'s  case,  however, 

side,  now  covered  his  head ;  his  eyes  were  botlT  his  vision,  hearing,   and  touch,  were 

directed  towards  me  ;  the  peculiar  benignity  equally  brought  into  error.      It  must  have 

of  expression,  which  before  struck  me  so  been  truly  alarming  when  his  three  senses 

much,  now  beamed  from  his  countenance,  were  thus  deceived ;  and  we  cannot  wonder 

In  a  few  minutes  he  disapi-eared.  that  he  was  overcome  with  horror  towards 

*'  I  may  remark,  however,  that,  when  the  the  termination  of  the  illusion, 

image  was  quite  distinct,  I  could,  after  an  Nicolai  heard  the  phantoms  of  his  imagi- 

effort  of  the  eye,  discover  through  its  per-  nation  talk  to  him,  and  some  of  them  even 

■on  a  print  of  Caractacus  hanging  on  the  addressed  him  at  considerable  length.    Mrs. 

opposite  wall."  A.,  too,  whose  case  Dr.  Brewster  has  re- 

The  gentleman  who  witnessed  the  above-  lated,  frequently  beard  what  she  conceired 

described  illusion  has  had  various  personal  to  be  the  voice  of  her  husband  calling  to  her 

experiences  in  connection  with  the  subject,  by  name. 
He  is  at  present  in  good  health,  and  was  in 

perfect  health  at  the  time  that  the  above  .^-^ 
illusion  occurred  to  him. 

The  illusion  we  have  just  described  is  of 
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STRUCTURE  OP  THE  ARTERIES.  *•  homogtneow  BNitnbruie  in  wMcB  they 

lay  bw  broken  np  into  the  flat  flbrea.    The 

■  ttretkfl  formed  of  the  elongated  nuclei  often 

After  a  ▼ariety  of  conflicting  and  nnaatii-  branch  and  anaitomose,  so  as  to  form  thflt 

factory  aoeounts,    Henle*  seems  at  length  kind  of  net-work  which  has  led  to  tiiis  co«t 

to  hsTe  discerned  such  structures  in  the  ar-  being  mistaken  fbr  elastic  tissoe ;  whereas  it 

teries  as  are'  adapted  to  the  functions  which  Is,  in  flict,  the  proper  contractile  cost  of  the 

experiment  shows  to  be  performed  by  them,  artery,  and  is,  hi  aU  respects  of  developmeot 

His  account  of  tlie  general  structure  is  briefly  and  microscopic  structure,  similar  to  Uie 

this : —  Idyers  of  or^ganic  muscle  in  the  stomach,  &e. 

Ist,  They  have  an  epithelial  limng  ft  oon-        5th,  On  its  exterior  there  is  a  coat  of  ge- 

sisting  of  a  very  thin  layer  of  elUptie  or  nuine  elastic  tissue,  (tifiujamne,  the  eloitie 

rhombic  lamellar  cells,  wiuch  are  sometimes  eoat  of  Hunter)  :  this  exists,  however,  only 

elongated  into  longitudinal  spindle-shaped  in  the  larger  arteries ;  and  its  thicknen,  in 

fibres  %.  comparison  with  that  of  the  preceding,  dimi- 

2d,  There  is,  immediately  external  to  this,  nishes  in  direct  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 

a  layer  of  peculiar  tissue,  the  striated  ory»-  artery.     The  direction   of  Its  fibres  varies 

nestrated  coat,  (corresponding  to  the  mter-  greatly  in  different  arteries  ^, 
mai  eoat  of  the  older  anatomists,)  consisting        6th,  The  external  eeliular  eoat,  contesting 

of  a  very  thin,  rather  stiff,  and  brittle  mem-  of  common  cellular  tissue,  with  longitudinal 

brane,  often  perforated  by  numerous  round  closely-woven    filaments. — Report   on    the 

or  oval  apertures,  and  bearing  pale,  flat,  ehirf  reeulfg  obtained  by  the  Mteroseope, 

Tery  narrow  fibres,  which  have,  for  the  most  in  the  study  qf  Human  Anatomy  and  Phy^ 

part,  a  longitudinal  direction,  and  give  it  a  sioloyy.     By  Jamss  Paost,  Demonstrator 

peeuMar  delicately-striated  appearance.  This  of  Morbid  Anatomy  at  St.  Bartholomew's 

coat,  which  is  often  morbidly  thickened,  and  Hospital,  &c. 
when  an  artery  is  contracted  is  commonly 

thrown  into  longitudinal  folds,  is  produced  .    C^"  ex<xll«nt  compendium,  wfairh  does 

by  a  metamorphosis  of  the  epithelium,  whose  ^^^f^  credit  to  Mr.  Paget's  judgment,  as 

cells,  as  their  nuclei  disappear,  coalesce  and  **"  *■  mdustry.] 

form  a  homogeneous  membrane,  on  which — — — — 

the  fibres  are  afterwards  deposited,  and  which  ANECDOTES  OP  BERZELIUS. 

at  last,  as  the  apertures  in  it  enlarge,  is 

completely  removed,  leaving  the  fibres  free. 

(See  p.  9.)  Whkk  Berzelius  returned  he  received  us 

3d,  In  some  arteries  there  is,  next,  a  coat  with  great  eordiality.     We  were  much  struck 

formed  by  a  ringle  layer  of  longitudinal  gra-  with  his  appearance— judging  by  the  appear, 

nular  fibres,  flat  and  tolerably  wide,  analo-  anoe  of  »ome  of  the  German  saoans,  we  had 

goiis  to  a  coat  which  is  much  more  prominent  expected  to  find  him  an  odd  ont«pf-the-way 

in  the  veins.  l^ind  of  being ;  but  he  is  totally  devoid  of 

4th,  A  coat  composed  of  circular  fibres,  aflectation  either  in  dress  or  manner.  Men  of 

(the  middle  or  elastic  coat  of  most  foreign  eminence  in  Germany  startle  the  stranger  in 

writers,  the   muscular    coat    of    Hunter,)  quite  a  different  way ;   they  may  look  like 

which  forms  the  chief  part  of  the  arterial  men  of  genius,  but  would  seldom  be  mistaken 

wall,  and  comprises  all  that  can  be  torn  Arom  for  men  of  sense.    Their  pale  faces,  long 

it  in  a  transverse  direction.     Its  fibres  are  *' unkempt*' locks,  and  antk{uated  garments, 

flat,   clear,  and  granular,  and  break  with  afford  the  most  complete  contrast  to  the 

abrupt  ends.     Each  of  Uiera  is  commonly  healthy  looks  and  unaffected  bearing  of  tlria 

marked  along  its  middle  by  dots  scattered,  Swedish  rival.    In  fbct,  fV-om  his  dress,  ease 

or  regularly  arranged  in  a  longitudinal  row,  of  manner,  and  total  want  of  pretension,  he 

or  by  a  narrow  streak :  these  are  the  re-  might  pass  in  any  society  in  Enro^ie,  not 

mains  of  elongated  nuclei,  which  have  formed,  for  Beraelins  the  great  chemist,  but  Bertelina 

as  it  were,  the  pattern,  according  to  which  the  well-bred  gentleman.     In  place  of  Dr. 

Paustus*  garments,  he  sports  a  smart  carriage 

*  Ueber  die  ContractilUStderGefasse,  (Casper's  cap,  silk  vest,  and  blue  coat,  very  like  those 

Wocheas^rill,  Mai  28,  1840,)  and  moreftiUy  Jn  of  ordinary  mortals.     He  is  a  weU-mnde 

t  R?»t^cribed  by  him  in  his  essay,  Ueber  g>od-looking  man,  of  the  middle  sise.  rather 

die  Aashreitung  des  Bpitheliams,  (Mailer's  Ar-  "tout  than  otherwise,  but  with  nothing  in 

chiv.  1838.)  his  appearance  to  make  us  suspect  that  he 

t  Remak  and  Reicbert  (MttUer,  Archlv.  1841,  u^  --,„*  -..j  fo-._  j  j*.  nefiamimr  ttt  Awink 

cLxxxviii.)  hold,  that  theM  are  not  the  innerl  T*.  ^"7  boa  lounu  it  neMssary  to  dnnk 

mort  cells  of  the  vessels,  but  that  within  these,  chalybeate  water.     In  a  vuit  to  Pans,  the 

and  in  actual  contact  wllh  the  blood,  there  is  a 

IfXrSL*!?***".^  r«5*«*»  «>?  polyhedral  ceUs,        *  See  especiaUy  Kaotchel.  (Diss,  inaor.  de  ar- 

wita  rouncL  yellowish,  nuclei  and  nucleoli.    On  terlanim  et  venarum  structurft.   Vratisl.  iaS8) : 

ail  these  observations  by  Henle,  see  Reichert's  and  Schwann,  (Kncyclop.  Wurterb.  der  Med. 

"*«°"'^«-  Wissentch.  art.  oinUse). 


Lamps  usbd  in  coal  mines.  83i 

pfceedmg  summer,  they  bad  tried  to  kill  eo  complete,  that  it  appears  incredUriehow 

him  with  kiadness,  bat  judging  by  hb  looks,  one  indiyidual  could  have  done  it  ail.     fiat 

we  should  say,  he  will  sundve  many  such  while  labouring  himself,  he  has  always  kept 

assaults;  he  travels  much,  and  proposed  an  others  in  his  house,  or  under  his  care,  in 

early  visit  to  Copenhagen.  constant  application  ;  he  has  not  borrowed 

If  his  manner  be  unaffected,  his  oonversa*  from  them,  but  merely  kept  young  men  em- 

tion  is  squally  so :  it  has  nothing  of /AesAq^r  ployed  on    experiments,  all    of  which  he 

about  it.    Not  that  he  shunned — for  that  in  superintends  with  the  greatest  watchftilness. 

him  would  haye  been  affectation  of  the  worst  Though  there  have  been  many  hands  at  work , 

kind— all  allusion  to  his  own  science.    Part  there  has  been  but  one  mind  and  one  pair 

of  the  oouversation  (which  was  carried  on  of  eyes.    **  Never,"  says  one  of  his  German 

chiefly  in  English  with  the  aid  of  an  oc-  panegyrists,  **  does  he  confine  himself  to  one 

casiooal  theft  from  German)  turned  on  our  fact,  but  extends  discoveries  over  the  whole 

eminent  scientific  men ;  snd  nothing  could  field  of  diemistry,  every  year  surprising  the 

have  been  more  becoming  than  the  liberality  world  with  some  great  addition  to  his  former 

with  which  he  praised  these  his  worthy  fellow-  achievements."— ^remner's  Ejfeurtiotu  in 

labourers.     Faraday,   Buckland,  Sedgwick,  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden, 

Jameson,  all  came  in  for  the  deserved  meed 

ofapprobation;buttheWemerian8ofGour8e  INFLUENCE  OF  LMPROVED  DIET 

did  not  escape  without  a  gentle  pat.    When 

he  remarked  that  their  warm  attachment  to  on  thb 

the  principles  of  their  f  chool  was  in  a  great  HEALTH  OF  THE  INSANE. 

measure  attributable  to  their  affection  to  its  

bead,  whom  his  pupils  worshipped  as  a  kind 

of  deity,  and,  therefore,  regarded  every  de»  Bbforb  the  revolution,  the  ordinary  ration 

partnre  from  his    lessons  as  sacrilege,   it  of  bread  for  each  lunatic  in  the  Bic^tre  was 

struck  us  that  the  same  may  soon  be  said  of  only  a  pound  and  a  half.    It  was  distributed 

himself  and  of  his  school.     His  pupils  revere  in  the  morning;  or,  rather,  it  was  instan- 

him  with  boundless  affection ;  but  they  must  taneously  devoured,  and  part  of  the  day  was 

expect  in  their  turn   to  be  termed  **  anti-  passed  hi  a  sort  of  hungry  deliriom.     In 

quated."  1 792,  the  ntion  was  increased  to  two  pounds, 

He  spoke  highly  of  Thomson,  and  ez-  and  it  was  distributed  in  the  morning,  at 

pressed  his  regret  that  they  had  not  met  when  noon,  and  in  the  evening,  with  a  weli-pro- 

that  distinguished  chemist  visited  Sweden,  pared  soup.     This  is,  no  doubt,  the  reason  of 

DOW  many  yean  ago.     He  said  that  Britain  the  difierenoe  of  mortality  found  on  making 

was  fortunate  in  posiessing  many  young  hi  abstract  of  ^e  registers, 
chemists  of  great  promise,  among  the  highest        Out  of  1 10  hmntics  received  into  this  asy- 

of  whom  he  particularly  namel  Professor  lum  in  1784, fifty-seven  died;  thatii  to  say, 

Johnson  qf  the  University  of  Durham,  and  more  than  half.     In  1788,  ^e-  proportion 

formeriy  of    Portobello,  near   Edinburgh,  was  93  to  151.     On  the  contrary,  during 

Graham  of  Glasgow,  was  also  named  with  the  second  and  third  yean  of  the  republican 

high  eomssendation.    In  trying  to  recollect  era,  the  mortality  was  only  an  eighth  of  the 

some  paitionlar  name,  he  showed  himself  whole  number.  —  TniiS  Uedieo-PkUoeO' 

sfqwsFff**^  with  dmost  every  professor  of  phiqme  emr  VmUinaiiom  mentale.    Per  Pk, 

chemistry  in  Great  Britain :  Dr.  Forbes,  of  PineL 

Aberdeen ;     Hope,^  of    Edinburgh,     &c.  , 

With  continental  chemists  of  course  he  was        ^AMPS  USED  IN  COAL  MINES. 

still  more  at  home.     Amongst  these,  our 

exoellent  Schweigger,  of  Halle,  was  not  for-  — 

gotten ;  who,  in  spite  of  hu  dreams,  is  ad-         j^  fj^^  Editor  of  ihe  Medical  Gazette, 

nitted  by  all' to  be  the  most  learned  cbemit^t 

of  Europe.      From  none,    however,  does  ^^t 

Berzelius  look  for  greater  things  than  from  A  late  number  of  your  valuable  journal 

thenewprofessorof  chemistry  at  Gottingen,  contained  an  interesting    account    of   the 

who  was  a  pupil  of  his  own.      In  fact,  he  different  forms  of  lamps  used  in  coal  mines. 

keeps  a  constant  eye  on  his  oupils,  both     It  also  mentioned  that  all  are  deficient— 

while  near  him  and  in  after-life  :   through    many  of  them  in  the  character  from  which 

their  agency  have  many  of  his  greatest  d&-     they  have  taken  their  name.    Allow  me  to 

coveries  been  made.     Without  their  assis-    offer  a  suggestion,  or  rather  to  ask  a  qncs- 

tanoe,  it  could  not  have  been  told  of  Her-    tion.    Would  it  not  be  possible  to  spply  the 

selius,  that  though  now  only  in  bis  fifty-fifth    discovery  of  ^.  Pkyerne  to  the  formation  of 

year  (he  was  born  at  Lidkopping  in  1779),     "  safety  lamps  ?'*     By  it,  it  appeara  certain  • 

he  has  in  hb  time  advanced  every  branch  qf    that  animal  life  and  combustion  can  be  sup- 

chemical  ecience.     It  has  been  well  said  of    ported  under  water  for  a  considerable  time. 

him  thsX  he  bos  done  so  much,  and  everything     Here,  then,  are  the  means  of  conitruoting  a 
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lamp,  the  flame  of  which  would  be  entirely 
shut  out  from  the  surrounding  inflammable 
air,  and  thus  all  danger  of  explosion  be  pre- 
vented. It  seems  desirable  that  miners 
should  have  an  indication  of  the  presence  of 
Are-damp :  this  lamp  would  not  afibrd  it; 
but  the  deficiency  could  be  at  once  supplied 
by  having  **  Davy's"  fixed  at  occasional 
intervals  in  suspicious  or  ill -ventilated 
localities;  or  the  still  more  delicate  test 
afforded  by  the  lamp  of  Martin  or  Roberts. 
This  suggestion  is  very  respectfully  offered 
to  your  consideration  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Z. 

February,  1843. 

QUACKERY. 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 
Sir, 
It  would  be  as  well  to  know  if  the  strong 
broth  and  the  brandy  alluded  to  at  page  718, 
in  the  last  number  of  the  Medical  Ga- 
KBTTK,  as  having  been  had  recourse  to  in 
the  closing  scene  of  life,  were  administered 
in  iufinitessimal  doses,  and  if  not,  why  not  ? 
the  more  especially  as  such  would  be  in 
stnct  accordance  with  one  of  the  miserable 
fallacies  on  which  homoeopathy  is  based ; 
namely,  that  minute  portions  of  different 
solid  or  liquids  matters  are  capable  of  reaching 
the  innermost  and  mos'  vital  parts  ol  the 
human  organization,  with  which  parts  larger 
portions  would  be  incapable  of  coming  in 
contact.  This  is  the  essence  of  one  of  the 
axioms  of  this  profound  system,  as  asserted 
in  a  popular  pamphlet  on  the  subject. 

Is  it  not  time,  sir,  that  the  lamentable 
and  mischievous  tomfoolery  of  homoeopathy 
and  mesmerism  were  interdicted  by  law,  and 
would  not  the  subject  be  almost  as  profitable 
a  matter  for  discussion  in  our  senate  as  some 
other  matters  that  are  there  discussed  ?  for 
instance,  the  little  faux  pas  of  that  most 
distinguished  statesman,  Lord  Ellenborough, 
with  regard  to  the  gates  of  the  temple  of 
Somnauth. — 1  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F. 

Lymington,  Hants, 
Feb.  13,  IMS. 
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Adulteration,  and  Uses,  of  the  Vegetables, 
Animals,  Fishes,  &c.  used  as  Food.  By 
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A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 
Shewing  the  number  of   deaths  firom   alt 

causes  registered  in    the    week    ending 

Saturday,  February  18,  1843. 

Small  Pox 16 

Measles   94 

Scarlatina 94 

Hooping  Cough  27 

Croup  11 

Thrush     4 

Diarrhoea 5 

Dysentery j 

Cholera    0 

Tnflnenza 4 

XyP**^.  14 

Rrysipelas 6 

Syphilis  i 

Hvdrophohia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  IM 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    297 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....    23 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Orfirans  of  Digestion    4S 

Diseases  of  the-  Kidneys,  9ic 4 

Childbed 12 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 

Rheumatism 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 

Ulcer 

Fistula  

Diseasesof  Skin,  &c 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat lOi 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay '96 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     99 

Causes  not  specified  4 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 931 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kepi  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51^  37'  32"M 
Longitude  OP  3' 51"  FT.  of  Greenudeh. 


Fehnutrjf, 

Wednesday  15 
Thursday  .  16 
Friday  .  .  17 
Saturday  .  18 
Sunday  .  .  19 
Monday  .  .  20 
Tuesday .  .  21 


Thbrmometer.   Barombtkr 
fh»m  15  to  80        29*39  to  39*96 


19 
15 
27 
20 
83 
S5 


81 
85 
84 
86 

89 
49 


2915 
39  89 
39*39 
80'39 
29  25 
29*84 


39*18 
39-44 

Stat. 
39-81 
SUt. 
39*80 


PrevaUing  wind,  N.  and  N.E. 

The  I5th  and  16th  cloudy;  small  flakes  of  snow 
durinf^  the  mominr  of  the  16th.  The  17th,  clear 
till  the  eveninir.  The  1 8th  cloudy,  snow  and  sleet 
flrranently  falling?.  The  19th  and  30th  ctoudv, 
with  misunff  rain.  The  31st  sunshine  fi^nent 
during:  the  day,  rain  at  nig^ht. 

Rain  fallen,  '685  of  an  inch. 

Cbarlbs  Hvnry  Adams. 


Erratum.— In  our  last  number^  paffe  79], 
il.  1,  last  line  but  three,  for  "  1848?'  rvil 

10JA  n  '  


col 

**  1840:" 


Wilson  6c  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Str«et»  London. 
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FRIDAY,  MARCH  10,  1943. 

L  E  CT  U  R  E  9  enclosed  in  m  cyst,  bat  fonned  between  the 

fibres  and  Teneb  of  the  parts.    Mr.  Strat- 

^"  *"*  ford  relates  the  case  of  a  woman  who  was 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OP  attacked  with  paw  in  the  back,  extending 

MIDWIFERY  down  the  thighs,  in  the  fldrd  month  of 

'  pregnancy.     It  had  come  on  gTadaaUy  with 

Delwtredim  tht  Theatre  of  St.  Oeorge'e  **"*«  symptoms,  rigors,  and  uterine  hsmor- 

HoepUal,  rhage.    These  symptoms  increased,  and  after 

the  expulsion  of  the  OTnm  the  tenderness  in 

By  RoBiKT  Lbs,  M,D,  P.R.S.  the  region  of  the  ntems  subsided.     The 

'  pftcenta  was  laige,  soft,  and  spongy,  and  its 

Lbctubb  XVin.  snrfiu^  was  corered  with  flakes  of  coagulated 

lymph.    These  were  particularly  marked  on 

Om  the  /Ktsoset  tjf  Prej/iMnt  Women. —  ita  inner  surface,  where  some  were  loose  and 
1%e  Cmuee,  Ssffi^tome,  md  TVeaimemt  easily  detached.  The  foetal  membranes  wera 
^Abortion.  thicker  than  natural,  and  the  umbilical  cord 
If  the  current  of  maternal  blood  which  flows  and  foetus  were  loaded  widi  serum.  Andral 
through  the  caTemous  structure  of  the  pla-  and  Cruteilhier  also  state  that  they  have 
centa,  in  which  the  foetal  capillary  yessels  seen  ftlse  membranes  coating  tiie  uterine 
are  immersed,  be  obstructed  by  any  cause  surface  of  the  placenta,  and  its  substance 
even  for  a  short  time,  the  foetus  dies  f^om  occupied  with  small  abscesses.  Dr.  Wilde, 
asphyxia,  and  is  prematurely  expelled  from  who  published  his  elsborate  Essay  on  Dis- 
the  uterus,  or  abortion  takes  place.  In  the  eases  of  the  Placenta  hi  1833,  belieTes  that 
latter  as  in  the  early  months  of  pregnsncy,  placentitis  sometimes  terminates  in  reso- 
the  placenta  is  fiable  to  rarious  alterations  lution,  sad  that  the  organ  returns  to  die 
of  stmetnre  which  disturb  the  processes  of  healthy  performance  of  its  functions.  At 
respiration  and  nutrition  in  the  foetus,  or  other  tiines  he  thinks  it  proceeds  to  hepatixt- 
which  destroy  altogeUier  the  reladon  between  tion,  suppuration,  or  gangrene,  and  that  it 
the  mother  and  the  child.  Inflammation  of  sometimes  terminates  in  induration  of  the' 
the  placenta  has  been  described  by  Tarious  organ  of  a  mild  or  malignant  nature.  Hie 
pathologists.  From  the  application  of  cold  disease,  he  says,  may  extend  to  the  uterus, 
and  external  Tiolenoe  to  the  abdomen,  and  and  cause  the  placenta  to  beeome  firmly 
sometimes  without  any  apparent  cause,  they  united  to  its  inner  surfooe  by  exciting  inflam- 
state  tiiat  the  deddua  oorering  the  uterine  mation  of  the  lining  membrane.  Dt^  pains, 
surface  of  the  placenta,  and  the  whole  tas-  he  says,  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  some- 
cular  structure  of  the  organ,  becomes  red,  times  intermitting,  slight  pyrexia,  high- 
dense,  and  gorged  with  dvk-coloured  blood,  coloured  urine,  constipation,  feeble  more- 
and  diat  deposits  of  blood,  of  greater  or  ments  of  the  foetus,  sense  of  unusual  weight 
less  extent,  are  formed  within  it,  or  on  its  ui  the  region  of  the  uterus,  and  premature 
internal  surfoce.  In  a  case  related  by  M.  expulsion  of  its  contents,  are  the  symptoms 
Brachet  a  number  of  points  of  red  pass-  characteristic  of  placentitis.  But  the  diag- 
ing  into  grey  hepatisation  were  obsenred  nosis  of  this  and  all  other  affections  of  the 
when  the  plaoente  was  (Uvfded.  Fourteen  placento  he  admits  to  be  Tery  uncertain  and 
abscesses,  Tsrying  in  sise  from  a  small  pea  diflicult.  I  have  never  seen  sa  abscess  in 
to  a  nut,  were  ako  found  studding  the  pla-  the  substance  of  the  plaoente,  or  the  slightest 
oente.  Tile  pus  was  thick  snd  white,  like  appearance  of  lymph,  pus,  or  fUse  membrane, 
that  of  a  sotowd*  tnberde,  snd  it  was  not  einier  on  the  foetal  or  uterine  surfooe  of  die 
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orgUL,     I   am  therefore  indiiird  to  think  Mme  period.     It  k  neeenuy,  howetcr,  to 

that  inflammataon  of  the  plaomta  is  a  nre  state,  that   disf  se  of  the  pbeenta  is  not 

disease,  and  that  the  other  affections  of  the  alwqrs  the  oanae  of  this  aoeident,  for  in 

orgm  are,  in  all  respects,  unlike  the  diseases  sefeal  indiridiials  who  hare  hsd  a  aiiaher 

of  the  longs  of  the  adult.  of  dead  children  hefore  the  foil  period,  no 

Scrofiilons  tubercles  hsTe  verf  rardj  been  morbid  alteration  of  stnietnre  haa  been  dis- 

seen  in  the  human  placenta :  no  example  of  covered  either  in  the  pbwints  or  in  wacf  of 

this  disease  has  come  under  my  dbserration.  the  olher  oontents  of  the  ntervs.    When 

In  the  Arehir.  6^.  de  MM.  June  1834,  the  pfaKseota  is  afleoted  with  miFopkf,  the 


It  is  stated  bj  M.  Hardy  that,  in  examining    disease  has  nsoally  extended  only  to  a  nor- 

lasbeen 


the  body  of  a  woman  who  died  of  phthisis  in  tion  of  the  organ,  and.the  reaaainder  hi 

the  sixUi  month  of  pregnancy,  tiiere- were  left  in  a  healthy  condition.  The  foetal  veaseli, 

found,  berides  the  tubercles  of  the  hmgs,  in  the  afeeted  part,  appear  to  be  almost 

small  crude  tubercles  on  the  external  sniihiDe  wanting  in  some  specimens,  and  in  others  the 

of  tiie  uterus  under  the  peritoneum,  and  part  is  so  thin  and  transparent  that  it  asems 

eight  or  ten  on  the  uterine  swfooe  of  the  to  eonaist  only  of  the  membraaea.    Detach- 

placenta.     Some  of  theae  were  as  Urge  as  a  ment  of  tiie  dinfaand  portion  of  pJarentSi 

pea,  two  had  almost  the  bulk  of  a  filbert ;  and  hsmorrliage,  are    generally  the  first 

they  were  of  a  whitish  cokmr,  and  pretty  symptoms  of  tUs  diseaaa.    I  cannot  believe 

resistant ;  they  might  haye  been  taken,  it  is  that  thia  condition  dapoida  on  inflammation 

said,  Uu  sdrrbons  tissue,  if  the  ooexistenoa  and  absorption  of  the  foetsl  veaads ;  it  is 

of  tubercles  in  the  lungs  and  uterus,  and  the  mach  more  reasanaUe  to  aappose  that  theae 

same  organ,  had  not  shewn  their  connection  feaaels  nerer  existed  at  all,  than  that  they 

with  this  latter  species  of  morbid  production,  had  been  remofod  by  the  *'  aetiw  exhalaata 

On  fixamining  the  foetal  surfooe  of  the  pla-  of  the  uterus."      In  J^^periropkf  of  the 

cents,  a  great  number  of  small  miliary  tuber-  placenta,  the  whole  msas  of  the  organ,  or 

clest  coVered  by  the  amnion,  were  folt  by  the  particular  portkms  of  it,  become  harder  and 

fingers.    The  organs  of  the  foetus  were  all  thicker  than  aatniaL    The  piaoaaCal  deddna 

heskhy,  and  exhibited  no  traces  of  tuberdas.  is  usually  of  a  lirm  consistence,  and  of  a 

Sometimea  calcareous  or  ossific  deposits,  yellow  colour,  and  the  whole  uterine  surfoee 
of  a  yellowiah  white  colour,  are  seen,  not  presents  a  peculiar  doatrised  or  puckered 
only  on  the  uterine  surfhoe  of  the  placenta,  appaaiance,  with  the  central  part  depremad, 
but  throughout  the  whole  msss  to  the  mem-  and  the  margin  ikkk  and  elevated.  On 
hranes  on  the  foetal  surfoee.  In  some  cutting  into  the  suhotance  of  the  hypertro- 
examples  of  this  disease  the  dqwsits  q>pear  phied  portion,  the  whole  cavernous  straoture 
to  be  confined  to  the  deeidusl  arterica,  but  is  often  fiiund  distended  with  layers  of  coogn- 
in  others  they  perrade  all  the  difierentstruc-  lated  blood,  which  have  beoi  formed  at 
tares.  Though  I  hare  seen  theae  to  a  great  different  timea,  and  reaemble  somewhat  the 
extent,  the  foetus  has  never  appeared  to  niffer  kyen  of  blood  in  anenrismal  sacs.  Most 
from  them  :  but  M.  Desormeaux  relates  a  frequently  there  are  several  dots  of  different 
case  in  which  the  whole  of  the  uterine  snr*  sises  found  in  different  lobes  of  the  placenta, 
hce  was  covered  with  these  concretions,  and  and  the  fibrine  in  theae  clots  is  sometimrs 
the  nutrition  was  interrupted.  Gams  states  softened  so  as  to  resemble  pus« 
that  ossific  deposits  in  the  placenta  are  I  have  selected  the  thirteen  following  cases, 
observed  at  Dresden  from  two  to  eight  times  from  a  great  many  which  I  have  seen,  to 
(a  a  hundred  cases  of  labour.  They  are  illastrate  the  cauaea,  symptoms,  and  treat- 
most  frequently  found,  he  thinks,  in  women  ment  of  the  organic  diaeases  of  the  placenta, 
of  acrofoloQs  or  cachectic  habit,  or  in  those  and  thdr  usual  consequences,  the  premature 
who  are  subject  to  nervous  affections,  death  of  the  foetaa,  and  its  expulsion  from 
These  concretions,  he  affirms,  are  always  the  uterus.  The  greater  number  of  the 
found  on  the  uterine  surfoee,  and  are  gene-  women  m  whom  these  affections  occurred 
rally  collected  together  in  patches,  and  not  were  in  delicate  health,  thoa|^  afllicted 
acattered  throughout  its  whole  extent.  Their  with  no  specific  disease ;  in  scarcUv  an;  of 
eonsistenoe  varies  from  that  of  albumen  to  them  had  an  injury  been  inflicted  winch 
that  of  stone.  Thdr  component  parts  are  could  exdte  inflammation  of  the  uterus  and 
phosphate  and  carbonate  of  lime,  phosphate  pkceota,  nor' were  they  in  a  condition  pre- 
of  magnesia,  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  disposed  to  inflammation,  and  in  none  were 
sulphuric  add.  M.  Cams  compares  thdr  the  symptoms  such  as  to  justify  the  conclu- 
formatioo  to  the  covering  of  the  egg  in  birds  don  that  the  changes  of  structure  in  the  pla- 
and  in  some  spedes  of  reptiles.  oenta  were  the  consequences  of  inflammation  ; 

Hypertrophy  or  atrophy  of  the  placenta,  the  symptoms  of  aterine  irritation  umI  cou- 

and  placental  apoplexy,  are  much  more  fre.  gestion  observed  in  aome,  being  the  effect, 

Saently  met  with  than  any  of  the  preceding  and  not  the  cause,  of  the  morbid  atate  of  the 

iseases,  and  often  cause  the  death  of  the  placenta    and    d«ith  of   the  foetus.     TTic 

ibetus,  in  repeated  pn-gnancies,  about  the  inntJincfs  in  whit^h  malforaiationa    of  the 
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ftetes  oottittedwhh  Hfimae  of  th»  plao«ate  on  t]i«  1 7tfa.  The  child  was  deadand  drop^ 
were  not  miffidentlf  nameroaa  to  warrant  ns  sieal,  and  aboat  one-third  of  the  placenta 
in  believing  that  they  were  neoeoaarily  con*  was  in  an  apoplectic  state.  Portions  of  the 
neefeed  together.  remainder  were  in  an  indurated  and  diseased 

I. — Angnst  31st,  1828.  — A  woman,  condition.  The  dropsy  speedily  disappeared 
ast.  37,  abont  six  weeks  ago,  while  in  the  after  delivery.  It  is  difficult  to  explain  sap 
■eventh  month  of  pregnancy,  began  to  ex-  tisfiietori^  the  manner  in  which  dropsy  in 
perience  a  sense  of  constant  dull  pain  in  the  the  mother  is  produced  by  disease  of  the 
ntems,  and  soon  after  perceived  the  abdo-  placenta,  or  why  in  some  pregnant  women 
■Mb  to  enlarge  with  unusual  rapidity.  The  the  kidneys  do  not  secrete  the  urine  in  the 
lower  extremities  became  oedematoua,  the  ordinary  way,  but  resume  their  healthy 
wjiie  was  seereted  in  sparing  quantity,  and  fanetion  immediately  after  labour.  This 
tiM  lespiFsdon  difficult  when  in  the  recum-  oan  only  be  produced  by  nervous  sympathy, 
bent  position.  Hie  movements  of  the  child  and  if  the  functions  of  die  stomach  are  ottia 
were  observed  to  be  remarkably  languid.  All  disturbed  by  this  cause,  there  is  no  reason 
these  symptoms  having  become  more  severe,  why  the  kidneys  should  not  suffer  from  the 
and  the  abdomen  greatly  enlarged,  labonr     same. 

pains  commenced  last  night,  and  about  five  I V, — After  having  had  several  healthy 
quarts  of  liquor  amnii  escaped,  and  soon  living  children  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  month, 
after  a  Aetus  whiob  had  been  dead  for  soma  a  lady  about  the  middle  period  of  life,  and 
time.  I  examined  the  foetus  and  its  invo-  in  delicate  health,  without  any  organic  die- 
luera  with  the  greatest  care,  but  could  die-  ease,  had  repeated  abortions  in  the  early 
eeivernoappearanoeof  vessels  in  the  amniooi  months,  and  three  dead  children  in  the 
or  lymph  effbsed  on  its  ftetal  sOrfMe.  The  seventh  month  of  pregnancy.  The  move-* 
cfhorion  was  also  in  a  perfectly  healthy  con-  ments  of  the  child,  after  being  quite  peculiar, 
ditk>n :  the  placenta  was  of  the  natural  size,  for  some  time  alwa.ys  ceased  two  or  three 
but  its  whole  mass  was  unusually  soft  in  weeks  before  labour  began.  The  cause.  (^ 
texture,  and  a  oonsidenibla  portion  of  it  was  the  death  of  the  fostus  had  not  been  asoer- 
oeavertod  into  a  dark-cokrared  substance,  tahied.  In  July  1833, 1  was  requested  to  see 
very  similar  to  what  is  observed  in  portions  this  lady,  who  was  again  seven  months  preg- 
of  the  lungs  of  the  adult  in  pulmonary  apo*  nant,  and  had  b^:un  to  foel  the  same  peculiar 
plexy.  In  a  case  of  dropsy  of  the  amnion,  struggling  or  convulsive  morements  of  the 
with  hydrocephalus  in  the  foetus,  which  oe-  foetus,  which  had  preceded  its  death  in 
eurred' in  March  1828,  the  placenta  was  former  pregnancies;  ao  closely  had  she 
about  half  the  natural  sise,  and  remarkably  watched  the  symptoms,  that  sheknepr  the 
soft  in  texture.  time  when  it  expired.    About  a  fortnight 

II. — ^A  lady  about  30  years  of  age  was  afterwards  labour  pains  came  on,  and  a  small 
delivered  of  a  diild  in  the  seventh  and  half  emaciated  child,  with  the  skin  peeling  oft^ 
month,  which  shewed  feeble  signs  of  Ufe.  was  expelled,  and  soon  after  the  placenta. 
The  liquor  amnii  amounted  to  six  pints,  which  was  five  inches  in  diameter,  and 
The  peritoneal  see  of  the  foetus  contained  puckered  up  in  the  centre  like  a  canoeroua 
Jiv.  of  serum,  and  die  whole  cellular  mem-  breast.  Two  of  the  lobes  appeared  healthy, 
brane  of  the  body  was  distended  with  fluid  to  but  the  remainder  was  hard  and  of  a  dwkj 
the  utmost  extent.  The  pleura  covering  yellow  colour.  She  became  pregnant  again, 
the  lungs  on  both  sides  was  studded  with  but  the  same  symptoms  were  later  in  appear- 
•mall  tubercles,  and  on  the  surfoce  of  the  ing,  and  labour  took  plaoe  in  the  eighth 
liver  and  spleen  the  same  appearance  was  month,  before  tiae  cfaUd  had  died,  and  it  was 
distinotly  |:eroeptfMe.  The  placenta  was  bom  alive,  but  weighed  only,  if  I  recoUcct 
folly  three  times  the  eommon  size ;  its  vas-  right,  four  pounds  and  a  half.  It  was,  how- 
eular  structure  appeared  to  be  destroyed,  ever,  healthy,  grew  rapidly  on  being  pro- 
and  its  place  occupied  by  a  soft  yellow-  perly  nourished,  and  is  now  a  very  beauofol 
oOioureJ  substance,  like  adipose  matter.  I  chiU.  Tht  patient  on  the  occurrence  of 
have  never  rince  seen  a  placenta  in  the  same  the  pregnancy  had  been  removed  from  a 
eonditfott  as  this.  damp  to  a  d^  residence,  took  chalk,  and 

lil.— -On  the  10th,  February  18S3,  with  mercury,  and  sarsaparilla,  and  had  leechea 
Mr.  Stodait ,  I  saw  a  young  woman  who  be-  repeatedly  applied  ta  the  region  of  the  uterus. 
came  aflbeted  with  dropsy  in  the  seventh  Another,  and  a  second  pregnancy,  has  since 
month  of  her  first  pregnancy.  The  lower  taken  place,  and  the  same  disease  has  com- 
extremities,  trunk  of  Uie  body,  and  fooe,  menced  in  the  placenta,  but  both  children 
were  very  cedematous,  and  there  was  distinct  have  been  prematurely  bom  alive,  and  in  a 
flnetuation  In  the  abdomen.  Difficulty  of  healthy  though  emaciated  state:  they  did 
breathing,  diminished  secretion  of  urine,  not  weigh  more  than  half  the  average 
and  aggmvation  of  the  dropsy,  fcAlowed,  weigfat.  I  had  resolved  in  this  case  to  in-, 
though  blood-letting,  dinretioa,  and  cathar-  duce  premature  Isbour  at  the  seventh  and 
tu»,  had  been  empl^ed.  Labour  took  place    half  month  of  pregnancy,  if  the  symptoms 
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had  mani/eited  tihemselTes  at  thia  period,  looked  at  firat  aigbt  like  abaoeHea.    lU* 

and  the  aame  movements  which  preceded  appearance  I  have  witneaaed  to  a  much 

the  death  of  the  foetua  had  been  eiperienoed.  greater  extent  in  other  morhid  pbusentVt 

V; — Dr.  Burder  wrote  to  me  on  the  1st  which  I  have  supposed  might  ariae  from 

of  Angustf  1834,  respecting  a  lady  who  had  softening  of  the  ibrinOt  as  has  sometimes 

been  some  yean  under  his  care,  and  who  been  obsenred  in  blood  which  haa  coagulated 

more    than    once    encountered    premature  in  obstructed  veins.    This  patient  had  been 

labour    after    being    delivered    of   several  delivered  nine  months  before  of  a  dead  child 

healthy  children  at  the  full  period.    The  in  the  seventh  month,  end  both  feet  weiie 

whole    system,     particularly    the    uterine  clubbed.    Fifteen  months  previous  to  thia 

system,  he  said  was  very  rdaxed.    In  the  she  had  been  delivered  of  a  living  child  in 

early  part    of  marriage    she    had   proftise  the  eighth  month,  who  is  now  in  good  health* 

leucorrhoea.     For  some  time  there  had  been  and  has  also  dub-feet.    The  condition  of  the 

aallowness  of  complexion  and  vitiated  hepatic  placenta  was  not  ascertained  in  the  two  fine 

secretion.    The  plan  of  treatment  adopted  labours. 

by   Dr.  Burder  comprised  mild  mercurial  VII. — In  June  1838,  Mr.  Pollard  brou|^t 

alteratives,  bitters  with  soda,  the  horizontal  to  me  a  dead  foetus  of  six  or  seven  months, 

posture,  the  free  nae  of  cold  to  the  loins,  and  enclosed  within  its  membranes.    The  move* 

much  open  air  without  fhtigne.    She  had  ments  had  ceased,  and  there  had  been  saa- 

miscanied  in  January,  and  twice  before  went  guineons  discharge  lor  aome  time  before 

to  the  seiventh  month,  and  had  dead  children,  labour  came  on.    On  the  uterine  surface 

She  was  now,  August  1834,  three  months  the  placenta  was  white  and  hard,  and  there 

pregnant,  and  the  treataient  adopted  did  not  were  several  irregular  projecting  portions, 

prevent  the  death  and  premature  expulsion  At  the  apex  of  three  of  theae  elevatioaa 

of  the  child.     In  1836,  the  same  occurrence '  there  was  an  opening  which  was  evidentiy  a 

took  place,  and  her  medical  attendant  in  the  decidual    vein,    and    the    deddua   around 

ooun^eentthe  placenta  to  me,  and  IhadMtff  theae    was    remarkably    thick    and    bard, 

itrotoifi^madeof  it  byBfr.  Peny,  which  you  Each  of  these  apertures  led  to  a  large  smooth 

now  see,  while  it  was  in  the  recent  state,  cavity  in  the  cavernous  stracturSv  which  eon* 

The  whole  uterine  sur&ce  was  in  a  morbid  tained  a  hard  coagulum  of  blood.  Hie  blood 

condition,  ^e  centre  being  depreased  like  waa  not  extravasated,  but  coagulated  in  the 

a  cup>  and  the  border  {hick,  elevated,  and  distended  vessels  in  which  it  ImmI  been  circu- 

puckered  with  numerous  venous  openings  in  lating ;  and  this  is,  I  believe,  the  case  in  all 

the  thickened  deddua.    Hie  whole  placental  instances  of  placental  apopiexy ;  at  least  it 

deddua  was  tiiick,  hard,  and  of  a  yellowish  has  been  so  in  sU  that  I  have  examined.     It 

white  colour,  almost  like  leather,  and  in  the  is  a  condition  of  the  placenta  mora  resem« 

centre  ndther  arteries  nor  vdns  were  visible,  bUng  aneurism  than  apoplexy.    There  bad 

but  dots  of  blood  were  hanging  out  of  the  on-  been  no  local  or  constitutional  symptoms  in 

fice8oftheveinaonthemargin,and  fluid  blood  this  patient  to  justify  the  conclusion  that 

oould  likewise  be  pressed  out  of  these.    On  these  changes  of  structure  in  the  placenta 

cutting  open  the  placenta  the  whole  caver*  were  the  rnults  of  inflammation, 

noua  structure,  particularly  the  part  near  .  VIII. — On  the  2d  November,  1838,  a  lady 

the  foetal  surfsee,  was  fitted  with  coagulated  in  very  ddicate  health  was  ddivered*  in  the 

and  fluid  blood.  Pregnancy  again  took  place  aeventh  month,  of  a  dead  child,  the  cutide 

in  1838,  and  a  fiseble  prematura  ehild  waa  of  which  waa  peeling  off,  and  the  thorax, 

ezpdled.    The  aame  oocurrence  haa  since  abdomen,  and  oellnlar  membrane,  filled  vrith 

happened  twice,  and  I  haye  no  doubt,  though  serum.    The  movements  of  the  foetus  had 

I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  gradually  oeaaed  five  weeks  before  pain  oamo 

plaoeots,  that  in  all  the  cause  was  the  same,  on,  and  she  had  been  ezpoaed  to  no  ftffffdmt 

VI. — On  the    26th  Januair,   1836,    a  which  oould  account  for  thia.    Hie  plaoeata 

woman,  Rt.  33,  was  ddiveredof  a  dead  child  vraa  expelled  aoon  after  the  child,  and  the 

of  seven  montiis,  in  a  putrid  state.    Hie  whole  uterine  suriaoe  was  in  a  yellow  an- 

movemcnts  had  ceased  two  weda  before,  durated  state;    and  there  were  msisrs  of 

Both  feet  were  dubbed.      Tlie  funis  waa  coagulated  blood  in  different  narts  of  the 

very  thick,  aoft,  and  of  a  livid  colour.    The  oavenioaa  atnicture.    Tbia  Isf^  had  mis- 

plaoenta,  whieh  was  remarkably  thick,  was  carried  at  the  oommenoenient  of  the  tiurd 

expdled  witiiout  asaistanoe.    Near  the  in*  month  two  years  before,  and  tiie  membranea 

sertion  of  the  cord  in  the  cavernous  stractue  of  th^  o^mn  m^^rm  m  m  •  ^s^irfuftii  djif  ami 

there  was  a  dot  of  blood  as  Urge  as  a  hen's  oonditioQ,  and  the  cells  of  the  diorion  and 

^gg,  composed  of  different  layers,  which  had  placenta  were  fiUed  with  hard  maaaea  of 

obvioody  been  depodted  at  intervala.    Th»  <ioagnlated  blood.  Thia  ^Hf^fitym  to  disneao 

vriiole  placental  daddna  waa  thldc  and  hard^  in  &  ovum  has  diaappeared  dtogether  sinoe 

and  irregular;  in  other  pota  of  the  cavenona  her  removal  into  the  oowitiy,  imd  she  haa 

stmcture    there  were  aasaUer  eosfula   ol  been  safely  delivered  of  a  healtfay  child  at  the 

bhMd,  which  had  beooeM   aoftaned,   and  ftdl  period. 
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lX.~Oii  the  1 4th  November,  1838,  I  difldren ;  the  fint  at  the  sixth,  the  second  at 

saw  a  lady  in  consaltation,  also  In  an  im-  the  eighth,  and  the  third  at  the  sixth  and  a 

paired  state  of  health,  who  had  been  attacked  half  month  of  pregnancy ;  and  in  all,  the 

early  in  the  morning  with  proftise  nterine  movements  had  ceased  a  considerable  time 

hsmorrhage,  about  the  end  of  the  seventh  before  labonr  pains  came  on.    No  drcnm- 

month  of  pregnancy.    The  placenta  did  not  stance  occorred  to  accoant  for  the  first  or 

present,  and  the  membranes  were  unmptnred.  subsequent  premature  confinements,  and  she 

After  the  liquor  aronil  had  been  discharged,  had  no  complaint  during  the  whole  period  of 

the  hnmorrhage  ceased,  and  a  dead  diild  three  years  after  her  marriage,  except  a  slight 

was  soon  expelled,  and  also  the  placenta,  disposition  to  hysteria,  and  often  an  un- 

which  was  in  some  parts  much  thicker  and  pleasant  sense  of  heat  and  irritation  about 

harder  than  natural.     On  cutting  into  these  the  uterus,  and    occasionally   around    the 

parts,  which  were  remarkably  dense,  they  umbilicus,    lliere  was  no  hardness,  fulness, 

were  found  to  contain  masses  of  coagulated  or  enlargement  about  the  abdomen  ;    the 

blood,  which  must  have  been  deposited  at  uterus  was  in  its  natural  situation,  and  per- 

different    periods.     The    whole    placental  fectly  healthy:  the  placenta  bad  not  been 

decidua  was  thicker  and  harder  than  natural,  examined,  and  it  was  impossible,  therefore, 

There  had  been  no  tenderness  about  the  to  teU  from  what  cause  the  foetus  had  died. 

Uterus,  fever,   or  any  other  symptom  by  Suspecting  that  there  might  have  existed 

which  it  could  have  been  suspected,  before  some  disease  of  the  placenta  in  all  of  them, 

tile  occurrence  of  hsmorrhage,  that  disease  a  mild  course  of  mercury  and  sarsaparilla, 

existed  in  the  contents  of  the  uterus.  and  a  residence  in  a  heathy  dry  situation, 

X. — A  lady,  apparently  of  sound  consti-  with  regular  exerdse,  was  recommended  and 

tution,  had  two  hnlthy  children  bom  at  the  adopted ;  but  the  mercury  soon  affected  the 

full  period,  and  afterwards  was  thrice  de-  mouth,  and  was  ^Uscontinued.    The  health, 

livered  prematurely  of  dead  children.    The  however,  was  as  good  as  it  had  ever  been 

placenta  was  retained  some  hours  after  the  about  December  Wlf  when  pregnancy  again 

birth  of  the  second  of  these,  and  I  was  called  took  place,  and  she  continued  without  an 

to  extract  it,  but  succeeded  only  partially,  in  unfavourable  symptom,  and  feeling  themove- 

consequenoe  of  the  firm  adhesion  of  the  ments  of  the  cMld  distinctly,  till  the  23d  May, 

placenta  to  the  uterus,  and  the  contracted  1842,  when  she  was  attacked  with  violent 

state  of  the  cervix.    The  portion  that  was  ■  rickness  and  Vomiting,  without  any  adequate 

removed  fh)m  the  uterus  was  in  an  indurated  cause,  and  which  was  not  at  first  supposed 

state ;  and  I  had  no  doubt  the  death  of  the  to  be  connected  with  the  uterus.    The  irri- 

foetus,  on   both    occasions,  resulted  from  tation  of  the  stomach  continued  for  twelve 

disease  of  the  placenta.  On  the  9th  September,  hours,  in  spite  of  all  remedies,  and  then  a 

1839,  I  again  saw  this  lady  in  consultation,  dead  child,  with  the  cuticle  peeling  off,  waa 

who  was  seven  months  pregnant ;  and  had  expelled.    The  placenta  was  sent  from  the 

no  doubt,  fh)m  the  subsidence  of  the  abdo-  country  for  my  inspection,  and  I  never  saw 

men,  the  sanguineous  discharge  from  the  a  finer  specimen  ofhypertrophy  and  apoplexy 

vagina,  the  absence  of  the  sound  both  of  the  of  the  organ.    The  edge  at  one  part  was 

foetal  heart  and  uterine  arteries,  flaocidity  of  more  than  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  hard 

the  breasts,  and  no  movements  having  been  like  cartilage ;  the  whole  central  part  was 

fdt  by  her  for  some  time  within  the  uterus,  not  half  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  seemed 

that  the  foetus  had  agun    perished  from  depressed    like  a   saucer   in    the    middle, 

fisease  of  the  placenta.    It  was  proposed  to  Coagula  of  the  fibrine  of  the  blood  were 

induce  premature  labour;  but  as  the  general  hanging  out   of  the  orifice  of  the  great 

health  did  not  appear  to  be  suffering,  it  was  decidual  vdns  on  the  thickened  margin  of 

considered  more  prudent  to  wait  for  natural  the  placenta;  andwhen  cut  into,  the  cavernous 

uterine  contractions,  which  soon  took  place  structure  here  contained  large  hard  coagula. 

alter  a  short  drive  in  a  carriage.    The  pla-  XII. — A  lady,  six  months  pregnant,  ap- 

centa  waa  hard,  yellow,  thicker  than  usual,  parently  in  a  state  of  perfect  health,  went  to 

and  the  cavernous  structure  was  partially  Covent-Garden  Theatre,  and  being  alarmed 

filled  with  coagulated  blood.    A  portion  oiT  by  the  firing    of   muskets  on  the  stage, 

the  placental  decidua  was  covered  with  a  became  faint,  and  returned  home,  with  slight ' 

thin  dark  firm  coa^lum  of  blood,  which  hsemorrhage  from  the  uterus.   In  the  course 

must  have  been  formed  some  time  before  of  a  few  hours  uterine  contractions  come  on, 

tiie  expulsion  of  the  child.    Before  the  death  and  a  dead  foetus,  with  the  morbid  placenta 

of  the  foetus  in  this  case  there  was  also  no  you  now  see,  was  expelled.    Rather  more 

local  or  constitutional  disease  in  the  mother  tiian  one-fourth  part  of  this  placenta  is  in  a 

to  indicate  what  was  going  on  within  the  healthy  condition,  but  the  remainder  is  sa 

uterus.  thin  that  It  is  almost  transparent — indeed,  ia 

XI. — In  October  1841,  I  saw  a  lady  in  quite  so  in  some  parts,  and  seems  to  oon^ 

consultation,  who  had  been  married  three  of  nothing  but  the  two  layers  of  deddua  and 

years,  and  had  been  delivered  of  tiiree  dead  the  amnion  and  chorion.  The  thin  part  ttust 
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have  been  some  time  separated  from  the  great  twisting  of  the  oord  upon  itself,  and 
uterus f  though  no  haemorrhage  took  place  firmly  surrounding  the  neck  and  body  of  the 
before  the  alarm  in  the  theatre.  The  whole  embryo  and  foetus,  may  cause  its  dnth  and 
of  the  portion  affected  with  atrophy  was  premature  expulsion.  But  the  foetus  itself 
covered  with  a  thick  mass  of  blood,  con-  is  liable  to  be  attacked  with  many  dismsfa, 
sistiug  of  different  layers  of  fibrine,  which  and  the  embryo  is  often  destroyed  by  an 
must  have  been  deposited  at  considerable  imperfect  formation  or  arrest  of  devdop- 
intervals.  Those  layers  are  recent  which  had  ment  in  its  different  organs.  The  gem, 
been  next  the  uterus,  and  those  long  de-  even  before  its  vivificatibn  in  the  ovary, 
posited  which  adhere  to  the  placenta.  In  as  Dr.  Mont^^omoy  has  observed,  may 
another  specimen  of  atrophy  of  the  placenta,  have  a  morbid  taint  communicated  to  it 
which  I  shall  hand  round,  the  history  of  the  from  the  system  of  the  female  in  wlioai 
patient  from  whom  it  was  expelled  was  very  it  resides,  or  from  that  of  the  indi- 
similar  to  that  of  the  preceding.  There  had  vidnal  with  whom  she  cohabits,  so  tbst  the 
been  few  or  no  symptoms,  before  some  tendency  to  disease  or  maifonnation  some- 
trifling  accident  brought  on  uterine  oon-  times  precedes  the  first  impulse  that  leada  to 
tractions.  If  the  placenta  be  affected  with  the  establishment  of  life.  The  brain  of  the 
this  disease  in  a  much  less  degree  than  here,  foetus,  the  thoracic  Mid  abdominal  viaoeni, 
the  functions  of  nutrition  and  respiration  may  all  be  affected  with  malformations  mad 
may  be  carried  on,  though  imperfectly,  by  diseasesincompatible  with  life,  and  where  the 
the  healthy  portion  of  the  organ ;  and  the  life  of  the  foetus  is  extinct  it  becomes  an 
child  may  be  retained  to  the  full  period,  and  extraneous  body,  and  expulsive  efforts  on  the 
be  bom  alive,  though  in  a  weak  emaciated  part  of  the  uterus  are  usually  soon  set  up, 
state.  and  abortion  ensues  as  the  necessary  oon^ 

XIII.— It  is  not  unusual,  in  cases  of  twins,  sequence, 

for  one  child  to  die  in  the  early  months  of  Sympioma  and  treatment  (if  abortitm* — 

|>regnancy,  from  disease  of  the  placenta,  and  In  ^e  early  months,  i^ien  abortion  is  about 

for  the  other  child,  whose  placenta  is  sound,  to  take  place,  there  is  more  or  less  ^semor- 

.to  live  to  the  end  of  the  ninth  month,  and  rhage,  with  pains  at  intervals  like  those  of 

be  expelled  in  a  state  of  perfect  health  and  labour.      Often  there  is  no  constitotioiial 

well  nourished.     I  now  show  you  a  prepara-  symptom  observed  before  the  discharge  of 

tion  of  the  placentse  of  twins,  one  of  which  .  blood  occurs,  and  which  is  at  first  of  trying 

is  perfectly  healthy,  with  all  its  foetal  arteries  quantity   and    unaccompanied    with    pain, 

and  veins  minutely  injected ;  and  the  other  Where  the  embryo  has  perished  from  any 

in  a  yellow  indurated  state,  with  a  dead  of  the  causes  above  described,  and  where  iSks 

shrivelled  foetus  (squeezed  into  a  flat  form  dedduahas  not  adhered  firmly  to  the  utems, 

Jike  a  herring)  of  five  months  attached  to  it  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  .and  the  «k- 

by  a  soft  slender  umbilical  cord.  Tlie  vessels  pulsion  of  the  ovum  has  been  effected  ia  a 

of  this  cord,  and  of  the  diseased  placenta,  short  time  without  much  pafai  or  haemor- 

could  not  be  injected.    The  dead  foetus  was  rhage.      In  fifty -sue   cases  of  abortion,  of 

retained  in  the  uterus  four  months  along  which  I  have  preserved  tlie  histories,  uterine 

with  the  healthy  living  foetus;  and,  from  haemorrhage  took  place  to  a  ooasiderable 

the  symptoms,  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  extent  only  in  twenty <seven ;  in  all  the  others 

that  it  had  created  any  disturbance.    The  the  ovum  was  excluded  from  the  uterus •wiUi 

placentse  were  expelled  itpontaneously  by  the  little  lotis  of  blood.     Where  the  membiunes 

utdnis,  and  the  patient  recovered  perfectly,  of  the  ovum  are  thickened,  and  tbair  attadi- 

The  child  which  was  attached  to  the  healthy  ment  to  the  uterus  is  unusually  stroqg,  soaie- 

plocenta  is  now  alive.     Examples  of  this  times  several  weeks  or  even  months  may 

kiud  are  not  uncommon  :  several  have  fallen  elapse  before  the  uterus,   even  when  Uie 

under  my  observation.     Cruveilhier  has  de-  orifice  and  cervix  are  dilatable,  can  esdodo 

scribed  a  similar  case,  and  given  a  represen-  its  contents ;  and  not  unfrequeutly,  when  it 

tation  of  the  appearances  presented  by  the  does  succeed,  the  uterine  decidua  is  torn 

healthy  and  atrophied  placentae,  which  were  away  from  the  circumference  of  the  plaomtat 

adhering  together,  though  not  connected  by  and  left  behind.    At  a  later  period  of  png- 

vessels.   One  child  is  developed  to  the  sixth,  nancy  the  expulsive  process  for  the  moat 

.the  other  only  to  the  second  month.    The  part  is  preoedsd  by  unusual  depieasloii  of 

uterine  surfkoe,  says  M.  Cruveilhier,  has  the  strength  and  spirits,  by  attacks  of  falntaeaa, 

appearance  of  being  cicatrized,  and  it  had  sense  of  ooldncss  in  the  pelvis,  palpitatioi&y 

long  been  detached  from  the  uterus.     In  a  fiacddity  of  the  breast,  a  disordered  stale  of 

few  cases  which  have  been  recorded,  the  dead  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  other  symptoma 

embryo  and  diseased   placenta  have  been  which   indicate    IhaJt   the    foetus  ia    «**»^ 

expelled  at  an  early  period  of  pregnancy.  Where  there  is  an  unusual  afBuz  of  blood  to 

and  the  other  child  has  remained  in  the  the  uterus,  or  great  oongestioo  in  its  veatela, 

nterns  to  the  full  period.  the  uterine  contnustions  and  diachaige  are 

Knots  formed  on  the  umbilical  cord,  and  usually  preceded  for  some  days  by  rigors • 
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Uwitttde,  bttit  of  akiD,  tUnt,  lossof  ippetite,  giTen  erery  Chree  honn  till  the  littttiorriiage 

esdtad  ittte  of  the  c^oiilatioii,  ud  WDie  of  dimiiUBbes ;  or  iofusion  of  roses  with  dUvled 

wdght  i&  the  pelvif  and  loins.  milphiirie  add  and  a  few  drops  of  liqaor  opii 

In  all  cases  of  threatened  abortion  we  sedativns  at  short  intervals.     If  there  is 

should  endesTOur  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  mnch  pain  it  is  often  the  best  practice  to 

the  caoae,  and  the  probability  there  is  of  pre*  beg:in  tiie  treatment  at  once  with  a  fiill  dose 

▼anting  the  accident.    If  the  symptoms  hsTe  of  the  liqnor  opii  sedatiTns. 
followed  a  violent  mental  or  physical  shock        Onr  object  in  the  whole  of  the  treatment 

of  any  kind,  and  abortion  had  never  occurred  is  to  check  the  hemorrhage,  and  fnrtiier 

in  the  same  individnal  before,  and  symptoms  detachment  of  the  placenta,  by  promoting 

of  increased  detennination  of  blood  to  the  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  in  the  vessels 

uterus  preceded  the  discharge  and  pain,  the  which  have  been  exposed  in  the  lining  mem- 

prognosis  may  be  more  favourable  than  if  brane  of   the  uteitis,   and  by  preventing 

the  symptoms  had  occurred  spontaneously  uterine  contractions.    All  the  remedies  we 

after  repeated  miscarriages,  and  when  the  employ  should  be  directed  to  these  objects, 

ovum  was  in  a  morbid  state.     In  the  greater  diminishing  the  flow  of  blood  in  the  uterine 

number  of  cases,  however,  it  is  impossible  vessels,   and  preserving  the    uterus    in   a 

to  ascertain  the  cause  with  absolute  certainty,  quiescent  state.    It  is  necessary  to  persevere 

and  the  first  thing  we  have  to  do  in  cases  of  in  this  plan  for  a  considerable  period,  at 

threatened  abortion  is  to  determine  whether  least  till  quickening  has  taken  place,  and  the 

an  attempt  should  be  made  at  all  to  preserve  discharge  has  disappeared  for  several  wedu. 

the  ovum,  or  whether  the  efforts  of  the  Then  a  better  diet,  and  gentle  ezerdse  in  tiie 

uterus  to  get  rid  of  its  contents  should  not  open  air,  may  be  allowed,  but  with  extreme 

be  assisted.    The  quantity  of  blood  which  caution.     If  the  discharge  is  renewed  <by  the 

has  escaped,  and  the  pain  experienced,  do  not  slightest  exertion,  becomes  of  a  brown  fai- 

enable  us  in  all  •cases  to  settie  this  point,  stead  of  a  florid  colour,  and  does  not  coagu- 

for  some  women  have  gone  to  the  full  period  late,  and  the  signs  of  early  pregnancy  cease, 

who  have  |iad  conaidenblehsBmorrhage  flroija  all  our  attempts  to  prevent  abortion  wHI  be 

the  uterus,  and  pains  like  those  of  li&our  iii  unsuccessful.    Then  it  is  our  object  to  get 

Ibe  eariy  months.    Without  bdng  permitted  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  dilated,  thed^inn 

to  ascertain  by  ab  IntemBl  examination  the  detached  firom  its  inner  sorfsce,  and  expeUed 

conation  of  the  OS  and  cervix  uteri  in  all  or  contracted  with  as  l^le  pain  and  loss  of 

cases  of  thieafeened  aboftion,  it  is  imposaible  blood  as  possible. 

to  say  what  is  the  conation  of  the  uterus,  or  Opium  and  anodynes  of  all  kinds  are  here 
SRrbether  it  is  right  to  make  an  attempt  to  injurious,  by  ehecking  uterine  action.  Bfgot 
prevent  it.  Some  women  xmwisely  refuse  to  Is  m  far  more  appropriate  remedy.  It  may 
aUow  an  internal  examination  to  be  made  be  given  in  scruple  doses,  at  short  intervals, 
under  such  drcumstances,  and  when  this  is  witii  advantage,  where  the  os  and  cervix  uteri 
so,  we  are  left  oompletdy  in  the  dark  about  are  dilated,  and  the  ovum  is  partially  hi  tiie 
the  state  of  the  patient,  and  the  treatment  neck,  and  the  uterus  is  indisposed  to  oon- 
whidi  ought  to  be  pursued.  Hie  hsemor-  tract.  I  regret  to  say,  that  in  the  majority 
rhage  and  pain  may  be  trifling  when  the  os  of  these  cases,  and  in  a  grsat  many  eases  of 
uteri  IS  soft  and  dilated,  the  neck  obliterated,  uterine  hssmorrfaage  and  vetafned  placenta  at 
and  the  ovum  has  partially  escaped.  In  a  later  period,  it  hn  been  given  wlChout  tike 
all  eases,  therefore,  if  posrible,  and  there  are  dightest  efitet  being  produced,  fiometfaiea, 
§ew  where  it  is  impoenble,  before  you  form  in  these  drcumstances,  tiie  ovum  can  be  bx- 
or  express  any  opinion,  ascertain  whether  traoted  with  the  fore  and  middle  finger,  eai« 
this  be  the  state  of  the  part,  or  whether  the  ployed  as  apalrof  fiii^oeps,  (they  aiwthe  only 
OS  uteri  be  dosed  and  unyielding  to  that  tiie  ssfe  forceps  that  can  be  used  for  Hie  purpose,) 
finger  cannot  be  introduced  and  the  ovum  introduced  within  the  os  uteri,  but  no  Sfdvan* 
fUt.  Where  the  orifice  of  tiie  uterus  is  tage  is  derived  firom  this  unless  the  entire 
dosed,  an  attempt  should  always  be  made  to  ovum  be  removed,  which  it  Is  otoi  diflleidt 
arrest  the  hmnorrhage  and  uterine  con*  to  do,  unless  a  considerable  part  of  it  has 
tfut^kms,  and  even  sometimes  when  it  is  been  pnsMd  into  the  orlfiee.  The  orifice 
sUgfaCly  open  your  efforts'  are  sucoessfol.  may  be  dilated  gentiy  with  the  fingersat  the 
K  the  person  is  plethoric,  and  the  cireu*  same  time,  irhleh  has  often  the  effect  of  ex- 
lAtion  is  exdted,  it  is  advisable  to  take  dting  the  uterus  to  contraot  and  expd  tlie 
acme  blood  firom  the  arm,  to  recommend  the  ovum.  But  we  meet  with  cases  where 
hmrisontd  position  on  a  mattress,  with  light  there  is  great  hsemorrhage,  and  the  os  uteri 
ooverittg  and  oool  air ;  ice  in  a  bladder,  or  la  not  soitBdentiy  dilated  to  admit  of  the 
napkins  sosked  in  vinegar  and  water,  over  the  introduction  of  tiie  fingers,  and  the  ovum 
hypogastrinm  ;  cold  druiks  snd  light  food,  has  not  descended  into  the  cervix,  and  can- 
Two  gidns  of  the  superaoetale  of  lead  and  not  be  grasped,  and  tiie  applicatiim  of  ookl, 
a  quarter  of  a  gndn  of  opium  should  be  and  dl  the  other  means,  have  Wed  to  chetok 
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i\k9  diMbaife.     In  tbete  cmm  thers  it  no  yet  I  have  no  dovbt  tlw^  the  tttmm  of 

remedy  equal  to  a  large  aoft  dry  sponge  natenMl  blood  which   floura  khvevgb  tlM 

passed  into  the  Tagina,  and  firmly  pressed  up  pkoenta  is  sometimes  in  a  vitiated  oonditioD, 

against  the  os  uteri.    If  a  sponge  be  squeesed  and  unfitted  for  the  funotiaas  it  was  iptcndert 

into  a  conical  shape,  and  covered  with  lard,  to  perfonn. 

it  can  be  easily  introduced,  and  in  a  number  

of  alarming  cases  of  hsmorrhage,  where  the  ^ 

ovum  could  not  be  extracted,  it  succeeded  i-kctukbs 

in  effectually  arresting  the  flow  of  blood,  till  on  vbb 

the  uterus  contracted,  and  expelled  its  con-  PHYSICAL  ANI>  PATHOLOGICAL 

*??»•    J^^^  '^:^^,  '^i^'il^a^'S!^  CHARACTERS  OP  URINARY 

which,  by  the  diligent  appucation  of  these  Tnn>nQrf^ 

meanSf  you  will  not  succeed  in  preventing  DEPOSITS, 

any  serioua  mischief  from  hemorrhage.    It  JMhtred  Mi  G^9  Hokpiiai,  JUmdoMf 

it  i>e<se«»r7,  when  tmtinB .  e«e  of  «fc«rtioj|,  g    ^     g^^^       B 

to  examme  all  the  oosgula  carefully,  to  know  

whether  the  OTum  is  still  retained  within  the  Lacrcna  IV 

uterus,  or,  if  the  orum  has  been  expelled,  to  • 

determine  whetiMW  the  uterine  decidua  has  ^rie  depotiU  traced  to  deranged  cutmeoma 

been  left  in  the  cavity.    The  embryo,  with  and  ga»irie  fimctione.     Amount  t^f  aiote 

the  amnion,  chorion,  and  decidua  refleza,  ai  ewlved  hy  the  kidney.     Case  qf  mrie 

I  hi»ve  already  stated,  often  ascstpc,  and  the  ^tomL    Urieojnde-^kemicaleharactara 

uterine  decidua  ia  left  for  days,  or  even  for  9/-     Csfttine—detectitm  qf-^mieroeeafic 

weeks,  within  the  utenn.     When  this  is  firfnt  qf.     Oxalate  qflime—qfjreguent 

i ,  the  patient  should  be  informed  oceurrenee-^jeieU  with  e^ceee  qf  \ 


that  a  portion  of  the  ovum  is  retained,  and        mieroeespU  forme  qf-ftrediepotmg  and 
she  should  not  be  permitted  to  leave  the       immediate  eaueee  qf. 

reevmbent  position,  and  the  os  uteri  should  To  sum  up  briefly  all  the  evidence  which 

be  examined  daily,  that  the  decidua  may  be  has  been  aoeumulated  regarding  the  predia* 

removed  whan  it  has  beeo  ibroed  into  the  posing  causes  of  vric  deporita  (indadk^ 

cervix.     It  is  imposible,  I  think,  to  treat  under  this  generic  term  uric  add  and  Us 

abortion  on  sdentUic  prindples  without  an  oombinatkm  with  bases),  and  which  I  ex- 

intimate  knowledge  of  the  structure,  func-  plained  to  you  at  length  in  my  last  lecton ; 

tions,  and  diaenwe  of  the  human  ovum,  and  it  may  be  stated  that,  exckidiqg  henditnry 

I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  agsin  prediqweition,  the  presence  of  a  prwnpitating 

recommending  the  sul^oot  to  your  espeeial  add  and  excess  of  nitrogen,  dther  book  mal- 

attentioa  and  study.     By  the  examination  assimilation  of  food  or  otherwise,  mud  be 

at  morUd  ova  great  light  is  thrown  upon  regarded  as  the  two  immediate  caucss  of  the 

sttbgeets  whidi  would  otherwise  be  involved  d^ionto  under  consideratiMi ;  and  of  these 

inobecttrity.     Inagreatproportkmof  cases,  immediate  causes,  both  can  be  traced,  by  a 

in  four  only  out  of  fifty-six,  wss  the  ovum  in  pretty  distinct  chain  of  evidence,  in  the 

aheaUhy  condition.    There  can  be  no  doubt  minority  of  cases,  to  imperfect  peiliBnaaaoe 

that  the  diseaaea  of  the  ovum  are  most  fre-  of  tiie  fkmctions  of  the  skin  or  itcmadi. 

quently  the  result  of  constitatkind  disorder  This  view,  you  cannot  ful  to  observe,  has 

in  one  or  both  patiento,  and  that  they  do  no  novdty  to  recommend  it;  but  has«  wimt 

not  arise  from  inflammation  t   but  I  must  is  of  much  greater  valne,  the  support  of 

admit  that  m  some  casea  the  cause  cannot  be  observation  and   of  recorded   expcrienoe. 

asoertaiiied  with  certsinty,  and  that  all  reme-  That  the  kklneys  must  be  regarded  aa  the 

dies  are  unavailing  in  preventing  thdr  re-  most  important  organs  by  whmh  nitrogen  ia 

cnrreDoe  in  repeated  pregnancies.     In  some  filtered    off   iktm   the   system  cannot  bo 

paliente  who  have  had  severdabortk>nsfiK>m  doubted;  for  the  quantity  of  nitrogen  expiiwd 

tfak:kiming  of  the  decidua,  and  coagulation  finnn  the  lungs  is  very  irr^ular,  and,  indeeds 

of  the  blood  in  the  cavernous  structure  of  by  no  means  even  of  constsnt  oouuneace, 

the  placenta  and  duwioa,  by  the  application  llie  statemente  made  by  M.  CoUaf4  do 

of  a  doaen  or  more  leeches  to  tiie  round  Martigny,  regarding  the  f»»Mt%"  of  ni- 

Ugamente  every  month,  the  free  use  of  saline  trogen  from  tiie  skin,  are  as  yet  by  no  me^na 

oatharties,  by  li^t  diet  and  gentle  regular  generally  admitted;  and  this  also  is  a  phe. 

exerdse,  the  habit  of   aborting,  as  it  is  ndmenon  of  only  oocsnond  occurrence,  aa 

usually  expressed,  has  been  broken.     In  appears  from  the  observations  of  M*  CdOard 

other  cases  this  treatBsent  has  entirdyfrdled,  himself.    In   considering   the   amount   of 

and  tonics,  wine,  bark,  iron  in  all  forms,  nitrogen  excreted  by  tiie  kidneys  in  a  given 

•good  diet,  and  the  recumbent  position,  have  time,  it  is  by  no  means  fair  to  cdculate  ite 

been  equally  unsuooessfriL    Although  it  is  quantity  from  the  weight  of  the  urea  and 

Aot  in  our  power  to  demonstrate  the  feet,  uric  acid  done,  as  it  enters  as  an  important 
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lagiiadieBt  Into  the  cenpoiltioii  of  ocrCiin 
cxtnodvifl  nd  ooloiirfiig  ingredMnts  of  the 
■lino.  We  know  lo  little,  however,  of  tiieee 
■witew,  thet  it  it  fanpoMible  to  Mrrive  at 
more  than  an  approiimation  to  tiie  average 
qoantity  of  nitrogen  excreted  by  the  kidneyi 
in  twentj-foor  hoora.  limiting,  for  the  take 
of  illoatration,  the  quantity  of  thia  matter  to 


that  contained  in  uric  add  and  uvea,  1  hare 
calewhitH  tlie  weight  of  carbon  and  nitrogen 
thni  remoTcd  in  twenty.firar  hours.  Hie 
per  centage  of  nitrogen  in  nrea  and  mic  add 
being  taken  reapecthrdj  at  46*65  and  Sl-125, 
and  of  carbon  at  19*97  and  39*875;  and 
100  enbie  indwa  of  nitrogen  weigidiig 
50«S46 


Quantity  excreted 
in  4«  hours. 

Nitrogen 
exittiogin 

Carbon 
existing  in 

Nitrogen  caknlated 
in  cubic  inches. 

Urea 
Uric  add 

Grains. 
255*0 
81 

Grains. 

118*95 

2*52 

Grains. 
50*92 
3*23 

Cubic  inches. 
391*4 
8-3 

Total                      263*1 

121-47 

54-15 

399*7 

We  thna  learn  that  the  minimum  of 
nitrogen  tlirown  oflT  in  a  aolid  form  from 
the  ayitem,  by  the  kidneys,  amonnta,  in 
health,  to  399*7  cubic  inches  in  twenty*foar 
hours,  in  combination  with  54*15  grains  of 
(saibon. 

In  illuatration  of  the  opinion  that  erceit 
of  wie  add  or  its  oombfaiations,  and  pro- 
bably also  urea,  is  due  to  some  direct  or  in- 
direct inilnence  preventiag  tlie  ready  ezcn- 
1km  of  aaotiaed  asatters,  I  may  mentkm  a 
dvennatanoe  I  lunre  more  than  ODoe  obaerred, 
tliat  in  eases  of  impetigo  sparsa,  and  in  one 
of  snperildal  nloeration  of  the  integimientB 
of  the  hip  of  a  stmmous  character,  in  both 
of  which  the  purulent  disduuge  was  con- 
saderable,  the  applicatioa  of  an  astringent 
wash,  as  a  solutioii  of  the  sulpliatB  of  sine, 
haa  been  immediately  followed  by  a  oopknis 
aecTBtion  of  urate  of  ammonia  in  tlie  urine ; 
and  which*  in  one  instanne,  did  not  disappear 
until  the  dischaige  from  the  uloerated  snr- 
Ihce  was  rspsoduMd  by  the  appiication  of  a 
.poultice* 

lAOondndiag  these  remarin  on  the  pa* 
thohigjof  uric  depodta,  I  wish  to  draw  your 
attentiop  to  the  following  case,  whidi  oc- 
curred in  the  hoapital  three  yeara  ago.  This 
attvaeted,  at  the  time,  great  notice,  on 
noooont  of  the^onoruMua  i|uaatitf  of  one 
acid  aand  passed  by  the  patient ;  and  ia  now 
of  peculiar  Interest  on  aoooont  of  its  demon- 
the  truth  of  the  statement  that  the 
state  of  the  ftinctiona  of  the  sidn, 
the  mal  Mfir-'ln^*r>  of  aaotiaed  food 
(the  latter  a  pomt  so  oMKh  insialed  upon  by 
Dr.  Prout,  and  denied  by  Fkoieesor  Uebig*), 
,auacs  of  grarel  and  cakulona  eon- 
I  have  ohoeen  thia  case  to  doee 


•  ^  AH  the  observations  which  have  been  made 
te  lefcience  to  the  In6neuce  cf  nitrogenlied  ffsod 
onthecompesition  ef  the  urine,  have  failed  en- 
tirely to  demonstFate  the  eiistrnff  of  any  in- 
flaence  of  the  kind.'*. ..."  Gravel  and  calculus 
occur  in  penons  who  use  very  little  animal  Ibod.*' 
....**  ABMOg  nations  which  live  entirely  on  fleek, 
demits  of  uric  add  concretions  in  the  limbs 
or  bbddcr  are  utterly  unknown.*'— Likbio's 
AniMAL  Cnawisrav,  page  146. 


these  remarks  with,  in  preferenoe  to  any  of 
later  oocurrenoe,  aa  it  happened  two  years 
before  these  new  views  were  disseminated, 
and  ooaeeiiuently  the  treatment  adopted 
caanot  be  suppoaed  to  have  been  biassed  by 
them.  1  shali  read  it  to  you  in  the  words  of 
the  gentleaaan  who  took  notea  of  the  ease 
for  mo. 

'*  John  Lynch,  sBt.  37,  admitted  into  Luke 
ward,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Addison, 
Oetober  2, 1839.  He  ia  by  trade  a  porter 
in  a  warehouse  In  Spitalftelds,  and  from 
the  nature  of  hb  occupation  la  frequently 
expoaed  to  altemations  of  temperature. 
When  yoqng  he  had  Ured  freely,  and  par 
taken  to  eieeas  of  spirits  snd  bmH  lii|imr, 
and  haa  shruya  eaten  meat  dally.  His  health 
up  to  the  present  illness,  has  been  esoeOent 
His  parento  and  relatives  are  healthy ;  none 
have  euiinred  from  urinary  diaease.  Qn  ad- 
mission he  stoted  that,  to  December  1838,  he 
got  very  wet,  and  Ma  dothes  were  allowed 
to  dry  upon  him ;  this  was  followed  by  forer 
and  iMofose  perspiiution.  On  the  next  day 
he  felt  stiff,  and  became  aflbded  with 
universal  iheumatie  peine;  from  that  time 
to  his  admission  ho  has  been  sol^eot  to 
fruqueat  retuns  of  these  s]rmptoms.  He 
complained  of  a  oonstantpain  in  the  sqgion 
^Iha  Mdwf  s,  iiiiiiwsiiil  by  preasure  and  by 
floriaig  the  tnmk  t  there  ia  aomo  pain  at  the 
extremity  of  the  penia.  He  passes  water 
thrioe  during  the  day  and  once  in  the  night ; 
ftia 
diaohaige 

eonsteafly  for  twdve 
months.  The  urine  is  not  ooegulahle,  oon- 
taina  aoase  mncoua  Itoeeali,  and  the  depont 
of  gravel  doea  not  disappear  by  boiUngl 
The  tongue  ia  dean  and  moist;  complains  of 
habitual  heartburn ;  he  has  oeeasfonal  bUioua 
vomitings;  the bowds are genenlly relaxed, 
and  he  ia  griped  and  purged  on  dij^t  oeoa« 
dons,  or  expoaure  to  odd.  Pulse  78,  natural. 

¥rom  Ootober  2  to  November  27,  hia 
treatment  eonsMtaiT  of  purgatives,  soda  and 
ttva-urd,  occasJonsT  mikl  mercuriab,  under 


V.  WWSH^   u^  «^j    WWW  WMWW  w.    wn.  ...QaBw  , 

aiws^  aciroiHpsBiwi  oy  a  oopmua 
large  of  urie  add  gravd.     Thia  haa 
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Tbe  next  iagvediwt  of  edenlotti 


fle  thcQ  todk  tte  D«c  AlcliamillB  intk    luini  to  ivUch  I  baTS  to  dliide  fa  tbe 


KofVDiber  27  to  Deeember  IS.^He  wed    eelaleiwi   bn  ai  yet  been  met  wHb 
aenumfaMebtiriceaweefc,  irithP.  Ipeoea    tvieeeeen  mgredieotincakiili;  onoebf  Hi 


Co.  gr.  TiQ.  ex  Jelepo  Ammon.  Aeet.  Jf.  diieo»eigr.  Dr.  M«reet,and  egwnbyPwIi^eoff 

tviee  A  day.     Under  tbia  treatment  be  con-  Stromeyer.      Tkt   oaloohn   bi  wbieb  tbe 

aiderably  improTed ;  bis  akin  aoted  prafbaely,  iiMmar  dtsoovered  it  fa  loet ;  tbe  other  ooa* 

tbe  quantity  of  aandy  deposit  graanaUy  de-  cretion,  wbii^  Profeasor Stromeyer  Ideotifted, 

creesed,  and  at  tbe  end  of  tbe  montb  it  com-  was  fortunately  a  ratber  lai^  one ;  and  Ita 

pletdy  disappeared.  analysfa   bas    been    carefnlly  repeated   by 

January  IQu — Ibe  nrine,    np    to   tbu  liebig  andWobler.    You  wUl  find  an  ao. 

erening,  remained  bealtby,   wbcn  be  went  connt  of  tbeir  elaborate  examination  of  thfa 

oat,  cangbt  oold,  cbecked  tlw  action  of  tbe  concretion  in  tbe  forty-first  Totame  of  the 

skin,  and  almost  immei^tely  after  tbe  uric  Annalen    der  Pbysik.     I  translated    tbfa 

add  deposit  reappeared  in  as  mneb  abnn-  p^wr,  and  transferred  its  most  important 

dance  as  Ibrmerly.     He  was  again  relieved  details  into  tbe  pages  of  our  Gny*s  Hospital 

by  tbe  warm  batb  and  diapboretics.    He  Reports.    Hie  piece  of  calculous  concretion 

soon  after  salfered  anotber  relapse.    Up  to  I  now  sbew  you  fa  part  of  tbe  idendcal 

tbfa  period  bfa  food  bad  consisted  of  tbe  specimen  removed  by  IVofeisor  Langeabedt 

usual  middfa  dfat,  induding  four  ounces  of  ffom  a  boy  at  Hanover,  examined  by  Ptofessor 

cooked  meat  daily.  Dr.  Addison  determined,  Stromeyer,  and  subsequently  analysed  by 

tberefere,  to  try  simply  tbe  effect  of  pro-  Lfabig  and  W6bler,  as  I  stated  to  yon.    For 

biblting  all  animal  food,  and  thus  remove  tbfa  very  valuable  addition  to  our  museum  I 

one  source  of  tbe  aupply  of  nitrogen.    He  am  inddMed  to  my  friend  Dr.  Robert  WUIfa, 

was  tberefore  supported  by  arrow-root,  sago,  wbo,  in  bfa  seal  for  science,  procured  from 

potatoes,  and  bread.    Tbe  effects  were  re-  Professor  Marx,  of  Gottingen,  two  of  ttie 

BuoiEable:  tbe  sand  disappeared  in  a  very  remaining  fhigments  of  tbfa  unique  eaUndtiB. 

abort  time,  and  bfa  urine  remained  free  from  One  of  these  is  deposUed  in  Ibe  museum  of 

all  deposit  to  tbe  time  of  bis  leaving  tbe  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  waA  Iha 

hospital  on  February  25."  other  I  now  place  before  you.    Altboagh 

The  quantity  of  uric  acid  passed  by  this  "ttaa  fragment    presents   as   cryslsBkie  an 

pemon  was  immense :  I  colleeted,  on  one  aspect  as  many  uric  aeid  eoneretkms,  yet  I 

ooflBsion,  neariy  tiiirty  grains  from  tbe  urine  could  not  succeed  in  obtaining  any  appear- 

passed  in  twenty 4bur  hours.     It  was  com-  anoe  of  crystds  by  slowly  preeipitating  ite 

posed  of  lai^  crystals  of  the  cubietl  variety,  solution  in  potass  by  an  acid;  the  uric  oxide 

Thfa  case,    gentlemen,  fa  woiiby  year  fell  in  an  amorphous  form.     I  find  a  ease 

•attention,  aa  it  points  out  the  two  important  referred  to  by  Benelius  in  lus  faboriom 

facts,  that  a  free  action  of  tbe  skin  and  the  Jakrt9'Berieht  der    Phyiwckem    Iflfssii. 

diminution  of  azotized  food  prevented  tbe  ehafitn  for  1840,    and  quoted  from  tbe 

fiormation  of  a  copious  deposit  of  cryslilline  Arebiv  der  Phumade,  vol.  ii.  page  182,  in 

uric  acid  gimvel.   Convereely,  we  may  assume  which  uric  oxide  was  said  to  have  been 

that  adeficient  aetion  of  tbe  skbi,  and  the  detected  in  theurine.    Thepatoitkbow^ 

pwepca  of  fbod  rich  m  nitrogen,  nwybe  under  dmbetes:    the   urine  dqioaitid,   on 

regarded  as  exdtmg  causes  of  free  uric  acid,  cooling,  a  greyfab  sediment,  wblcb  diseolvod 

at  leaat  in  a  person  predisposed  to  rlMuma-  in  hot  water  and  reddened  iitmos  paper.    It 

tiam,  goat,  or  ealcvlus.  was  soluble  in  nitric  acid,  and  carbonaled 

Ibaveeitendodmyremarksontbenatore  alkalies  precipitated  it  unchanged.  BeneKua 

of  tbe  uric  acid  diatiiesis  to  a  considerable  evidently  doubts  this  deposit  oonsiOlbig  of 

Imigtb,  on  account  of  tbe  causes  modiffbig  uric  oxide ;  and  Iconfen  I  quite  agreee  witt 

the  aecretion  of  this  asatter  in  excess  exerting  him,  as  it  is  not  tbe  property  of  tbfa  bod^  to 

a  simifar  action  on  the  pioduotion  of  most  dissolve  in  botwater  ortoreddenlitmuspaper. 
other  deposits  ;  especially  on  those  of  the        1  have  never  satisfactorily  made  out  tbe 

fint  class,  most  of  which  may  be  proved  to  presence  of  Ibis  oxide  in  deposits,  although 

owe  tbeir  origin  to  the  very  causes  wbidb  I  have  mora  than  once  suspected  it.    Tbtira 

^influence  tbe  fonnntmn  of  uiic  aedbnents,  fa  a  Ibrm  of  yellow  sedbnent,  oonsislSng  of 

modified  only  by  tbe  presence  of  eomepeeu-  minute  yeOow  roundiab  gnnnles,  with  a 

Uaritiea  which  we  have  next  to  consider,  well-marked  wax-like  lustre,  which  fa  oeca- 

Tbe  unportance  of  befaig  weU  acquafaited  sionally  met  with.     It  dfasolves  very  dOTriy 

with  thegeoeral  laws  governbig  tbedevdop.  binitrioaoid,  with  scarcely  any  eArvasoenee, 

nmit  of  uric  deposits  fa  well  shewn,  if  any  and  leaves  a  yellowisb-brown  stain  by  evapo- 

aigument  wera  wanted,  by  tbe  ibot,  that  in  ration.    Tlus  I  consider  approadiea  doaely 

342  caksuli  oootafaied  in  the  museum  of  this  to  uric  oxide,  but  I  bate  met  with  it  too 

hospital,  the  nodsl  bi  262  eoMfated  of  uric  rarely  to  be  able  to  make  up  my  ibbid  as  to 

add  or  urate  done.  the  true  nature  of  tbfa  sediment. 
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^Shottld  fan 
oxide,  70a  wOl 
in  diflti! 
fttcUitete   tlm 
chemical 


nnt^wlAb  B  depcMit  of  t!ric  bf  lide  in  any  paper  in  tbe  Hospital  Reporto, 

ezperienoe  grnt  difficiilty  and  to  this  I  would  refer  70a  for  ftirtlMr 

It  fnm  uric  add.     To  informatioD.    I  have  saleoted  tke  foUoi^Bf 

'  ,  J   ammged   the  characters  from  the  others,  as  hdng  moat 

of  these  two  bodies  side  readily  diatiDgiiiahed. 


Resfent. 

Uric  oxide. 

Uric  acid.    . 

Nitric  aeid. 

porated. 

Liquor  potassie. 

efferrescence. 

LesTes  a  yellow  residue. 

DissoItcs,  and  the  solution 
is  precipitated  on  the  ad- 
dition of  hydrochlorate  of 
ammonia. 

Readily  disbhed  with  co- 
pious effervescence. 
Leaves  a  pink  residue. 

Dissolves :  the  addition  of  a 
solution  of  hydroclorate  of 
ammonia  does  not  affect  it. 

The  neat  deposit  in  the  first  class  of 
urinary  sediments  composed  of  the  non-or- 
gmrtf*»A  prodncta  of  vital  chemistry  is — 


Cystine  or  Cytfie  oxide. 

I  have  already  directedyour  attention  to  the 
ultimate  composition  of  this  interesting  ingre- 
dient of  calculous  concretions,  land  its  pro- 
bablesonrce.  Itdtfiva,  yon  will  recollect,  from 
other  oompiiMBls  of  tiieae  Mies,  in  con- 
taining two  atoaaa  of  ndphar,  and  as  this 
substance  alwaya  eadsto.combined  with  pro- 
tein as  a  necesfsry  ingredient  in  albumen, 
fibrin,  and  the  tissues  organized  ftom  these 
elemenU  of  the  'blood,  h  is  probable  that 
cystine  mnst  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  re- 
solta,  althaogh  only  an  occasional  one,  of  the 
secondary  or  destructive  assimilation  of  the 
albominons  tissues  of  the  body. 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  on 
acoonnt  of  the  great  rarity  of  cases  in  wluch 
this  deposit  occurs  in  a  marked  manner,  our 
information  as  to  these  points  is  anything 
but  satisfiictory. 

Although  <»lculi  composed  of  'cystine 
hsTC  been  known  more  than  30  years,  and, 
although  of  rare  occurrence,  have  been  met 
with  in  sufficient  frequency  to  allow  their 
character  to  become  generally  recognized, 
yet  thia  substance  has  been  but  rarely  met 
irith,  or  at  least  noticed,  in  urinary  deposita. 
It  is,  however,  probable,  that  if  carefully 
looked  for,  it  might  be  discovered  in  all  the 
urine  pasaed  by  patiento  labouring  under  a 
calculus  ^  coDMoaed  of  tfais  substance. 
Caaes  of  this  kind  have  been  deaeribed  by 
Professor  Stromeyer,Dr.  Venables,J>r.  Prout, 
Dr.  Willis,  and  myself,  and  very  lately 
Dr.  Pereira  baa  met  with,  I  believe,  two  in- 
atsnoes  of  its  occurrence. 

The  urine  containing  cystine  is  often 
of  a  natural  straw-colour,  in  some  instances 
presenting  an  oily  appearance,  and  oocasion- 
aUy  possessing  a  green  hue  of  some  intensity, 
eapeciaUy  after  repose.  This  remarkable 
colour  is  apparently  due  to  the  evolution  of 


the  sulphur  of  the  cystine.  Occasionally 
a  peculiar  and  rather  pungentiy  and  foetid 
odour  is  presented  by  these  specimens  of 
urine ;  but  this  is  4»y  Jte>  means  constant. 
The  density  in  the  specimens  I  have  ex- 
amined varied  from  1.012  to  1.0148. 
Deposita  of  cystine  are  white,  or  pale  grey, 
and  generally  mixed  with  mucus,  often  witk 
urate  of  ammonia.  On  applying  heat  to  M 
nrine,  the  urate  if  present  dissolves,  but  the 
cystine  undergoes  no  change  until  a  littliB 
hydrocholoric  acid  is  added,  when  it  slowly 
disappears.  In  all  the  specimens  I  have  met 
with,  as  well  as  in  one  which  occurred  to 
Dr.  Prout,  cystine  .existed  in  solution,  as 
vrell  as  in  the  'form  of  a  aediment ;  and  on 
the  addition  of  acetic  add  it  was  fincely  pre- 
cipitated. 

If  you  suspect  the  presanoe  of  cystine  in 
a  sediment,  I  should  recommend  you  to  boil 
it  in  water,  to  dissolve  the  urates  that  may 
exist.  Digeat  a  few  drops  of  a  solution  of 
amm*^'»  on  the  remainifer,  ai^  let  the  am- 
moniacal  solution  evaporate  apoataneously  on 
a  plate  of  glass.  In  this  manner  you  will 
easily  detMt  cystine  by  the  shape  of  the 
crystals  Jeft  by  the.  ammonia. 

A  very  ingenious  mode  of  detecting  <;ys- 
tine  in  mixed  dqpoaita  has  been  proposed 
by  Professor  liebigv  founded  on  the  presence 
of  sulphur  as  an  ingredient  of  this  substance. 
To  proceed  according  to  thia  process,  add 
some  Uguor  poia»§^  to  a  weak  solution  of 
acetate  of  lead,  in  such  quantity  that  the 
oxide,  which  is  first  precipitated,  may  be  re- 
diMolved.  Dissolve  the  suspected  dq^t  in 
liquor  potassK,  add  to  this  some  of  the  alka- 
line sidution  of  lead,  and  boil  the  mixture ; 
if  cystine  be  present,  a  black  precipitate  will 
be  formed  from  the  formation  of  sulphuret 
of  lead.  As  this  test  depends  for  ita 
efficacy  on  the  presence  of  sulphur,  it  is 
obvious  that  if  any  other  substance  contain- 
ing thiselement  be  present,  a  serious  source  of 
foUacy  will  exist:  hence  it  is  useless  if  albu- 
men, or  any  of  ita  modifications,  be  present^ 
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or'tBlpliuret  of  Ifd  being  yielded  by  that 
■abManra*  wkrn  treated  kceording  to  Liebis'i 

When  Uie  nitnnl  cryvtala  of  cyitine,  u 
tbey  UT  ftnnd  in  urine,  or  the  irtiflcU 
oyftali  obt^ned  by  precipitmting  it  by  «ceUc 
■od,  or  by  the  evapontion  of  an  immoiiiical 
■olntioTii  are  eiamined  nnder  tbe  miscroa- 
oope,  tbey  are  funnd  to  eiMbit  a  diflnite 
CtyaUlliDe  form.  Tbi*  ia  either  a  ux-iided 
flat  plate  or  bmloa  (Pig.  9), 
Pio.». 


These,  at  firrt  view,  may  be  mirtaken  tor 
CTstine,  but  dieir  perfect  tnupartncy,  aod, 
aboie  aU,  their  dinppearing  on  the  addition 
of  afcw  drop*  of  water,  will  at  onee  diacorcr 
their  real  natoie.  If  urine  eontainlng  chlo- 
ride of  M^Dm  be  ha$Hlf  enporated,  tbeaa 
legnlar  tranaparent  lainhiR  are  not  met  widi, 
bat  a  aerie*  of  bdenbly  regvlar  eiyttdi,  Im 
'  '  t  croslleti  and  digjen, 
1. 12).  Thii,bytheway, 
Fio.  12. 


•Itber 

geaeraDy  optqae  in  tbe  c 
eiyatalbntkm ;  or  is  me 
patdei  with  a  crenite  edj 
the  centre  (Rg.  10), 

Fl«.  10. 


r,  or  mncli  more 
entre  from  baity 
i   irith   in  roond 


X.^ 


hydrmfaHorie  add  will  readily  dlitfaigiuih 
(MB  from  ottlr  tobatauoea,  ai  no  other 
vrl^oy  dtpoait  baa  yet  been  met  with 
•riddt  it  aqaaDy  totabk  in  both  theaa  men- 
rtna.  A  name  of  (kllaey  may  arin  fat  the 
ihimUnn  of  (Ratine  wder  tbe  micoaeopa,  by 
die  enpwatfon  of  A«  niine,  and  Ote  cryi. 
(•niMtion  of  die  cornmoB  mlt  picaeot  in  it. 
nk  mU,  yott  are  well  aware,  i  rjilallliira 
natorally  in  oabea,  but  when  a  UtUe  urea 
baa  been  dlaaohed  in  it*  aolaHon,  it  aammei 
an  octohedral  form.  If,  howcrer,  a  nnill 
qnanUly  be  allowed  (lowly  to  erapoiate  from 
Ua  nlnlion  In  nrine.  it  (orma  minnte  trana- 
parent lamime,  nhkh  are  generally  three  or 
aU-ddwl  (Fig.  11), 


alTordi  a  Tory  good  preanmptiTC  proof  of  the 
presence  of  urea  in  tbe  fluid  yielding  these 
cnrioui  cryaUli  by  hasty  eiapontion.  Id 
eonclorioD,  I  may  remark,  that  there  appeara 
some  connection  between  tbe  appearance  of 
depoiiti  or  cyitine  and  a  itramoni  diatbena. 
In  one  caie,  at  leut,  aeiere  diaorgania' 
diaeaie  of  the  kidneji  wai  diacorered. 
tbe  opinioo  of  aome,  a  connection  has  been 
tnppoaed  to  eiiat  between  cjatjne  and  dia* 
brtei ;  without,  howerer,  1  think,  aufficient 


OnUafe^ttBH. 

nia  ii  one  of  very  great  importance, 
aa  well  from  ita  A«qnent  occarrence  aa 
from  the  aererity  of  tbe  aymptomi  with 
which  it  ia  often  acoompanied.  Depotlta 
of  thia  anbalance  are  ei^r  made  np 
of  minnte  greyiah  calcnknu  eoDcrettoni, 
known  aa  Atmp-ietd  fraetl,  or  of  minute 
(■danrleai,  and  often  acarcdy  Tiaible,  cryitala. 

Dr.  Prout  was,  I  beliere,  the  fint  to  point 
oat  the  frvqnenc  eiittenee  of  oxalate  of  Base 
in  the  nrine,  and  waa  generally  led  to  ani^cef 
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ita  pmenoe  hj  the  pbjtic«l  thandber  of  the  rdgv^gtheeattBeof  thepreaenoeof  oxalataof 

4atcl,  than  to  prove  it  by  the  actual  ftiaooveiy  lime  in  the  urine.    This  diatinguiahed  phy- 

of  the  eiystala ;  at  least,  i«ch  appeara  to  be  sician  traces  it  to  mal-aaaimilation  of  saccha- 

inferrod  Irom  the  strtement  made  «n  his  rine  principles.    As,  however,  we  now,  by 

:valnable  work,  to  which  I  have  ao  often  aid  of  the  microscope,  are  enabled  to  deieei, 

referred.    Alluding  to  the  physical  proper-  instead  of  tutp^cting^  the  presence  of  the 

ties  of  the  urine,  l)e  states,  that  "  when  well  oxalate,  oojr  information  on  this  subject  ia 

marked,  they  are  sufficiently  definite  to  lead  more  satisfactory  than  it  previously  was.    I 

those  who  are  cooversanC  with  the  pheno-  have  never  found  oxalate  of  lime  in  diabetic 

mena  presented  by  the  urine  \n  ffUmt  vessels  urine ;  the  white  deposits,  which  have  more 

to  autpeet  ^e  presence  of  the  Oxalic  add  than  once  been  pointed  out  to  me  as  oom- 

diathwds  \  but  they  are  not  sufficiently  defi-  posed  of  this  salt,  have  always  been  composed 

nite  to  enable  the  most  experienoed  eye,  of  a  very  different  matter.     I  took  the  oppor- 

much  less  the  inexperienced,  to  decide  at  tunity  of  pointing  out  to  you,  in  my  second 

once  upon  the  point.     For  the  urine  of  lecture,  the  prolMible  mode  in  which  oxalate 

healthy  individuals    may,  from   aocidental  of  lime  was  produced,  from  the  rearrange- 

causes,  such  as  peculiar  articles  of  diet,  &c.,  ment  of  the  elements  of  urea.     It  is  de« 

occasionally  assume  appearances  so  resem-  monstrable  that  the  latter  may,  and  often 

bling  those  stated  as  not  to  be  distinguished  does,  become  converted  into  carbonate  of 

from  them.    The  judgment,  therefore,  must,  ammonia,  not  only  when  urine  is  kept  for 

in  all  instances,  be  fonpoed  from  the  gmuroL  some  time,  but  even,  as  in  spinal  disease, 

tenor  of  the  phenomena ;  and  from  the  con-  in  the  bladder  itself.    Then,  remembering 

comitant  symptoms  to  be  presently  detmled ;  the  analogy  existing  between  oxalic  and  car- 

and  thesCf  taken  together,  for  the  most  part,  bonic  adds,  differing  as  they  do  merely  in 

leave  little  doubt  on  the  subject,  even  though  containing  a  different  amount  of  oxygen,  it 

an  oxalate  of  lime  calculus  may  not  have  ia  obvious  that  oxalate  of  ammonia  may  he 

been  known  to  have  passed  from  the  kidney. ' '  presumed  to  be  readily  formed  from  urea  by 

— (Page  60.)  a   re-arrangement  of  its  elements  in  the' 

By  the  appKcation  of  the  microscope,  I  manner  I  have  pointed  out.     Of  course,  if 

have,  however,  succeeded  In  detecting  the  oxalate  of  ammonia  be  found  in  the  urine,  a. 

oxalate  of  lime,  whenever  it  occurs,  with  the  deposit  of  oxalate  of  lime  will  be  the  neoes- 

utmost  readiness ;  and  thus  we  are  enabled  sary  result  of  the    decomposition  of  the 

to  actually  demonstrate  its  existence,  instead  natural  calcareous  salts  of  the  urine.    I  vras 

of  drawing  inductions  from  symptoms  to  led  to  this  conclusion  by  a  careful  investiga- 

which  very  different  significationa  may  be  tion  of  the  numerous  specimens  of  urine 

given  by  different  observers.     I  need  not,  containing  oxalate  of  lime  which  I  had  an 

gentlemen,  enter  into  a  detailed  history  of  this  opportunity  of  examining,  and  I'  published 

matter,  or  of  the  cases  in  which  I  detected  it,  this  opinion  in  the  April  (1842)  number  of 

as  these  are  on  record  in  the  pages  of  the  our  Hospital  Reports,  I  confess,  with  great 

Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  and  of  the  Mbo.  diffidence,  in  consequence  of  finding  myself 

Gaz.  1842.     My  experience  in  this  subject  so  completely  opposed  to  the  published  views 

has  now  been  sufficiently  considerable  to  of  Dr.  Prout  on  this  matter*    la  libefoUow- 

have  enabled  me  to  discern  the  oxalate  in  ing  summer,  Professor  Liebig's  work  ap- 

upwards  of  200  specimens  of  urine ;  and  I  pMred,  and  he  adopted  an  opinion  similar 

can  assure  yon  that  it  is  not  only  of  frequent  to  my  own,  but,   guided  by  his  peculiar 

occurrence,  per  te,  but  is  a  very  common  theoretio  views,  wferred  the  origin  of  the 

ingredient,  in  small  proiportions,  in  depodta  oxalie  acid  to  a  modiAcation  of  the  eftementa 

of  uric  add  or  urates.  of  uric  add. 

Regarding  the  general  appearance  of  the        When  yon  meet  with  a  case  in  which  the 

urine  contaming  the  oxalate,  it  often  presents  oxalate  ia  suspected,  take  care  to  have  the 

merdy  the  nocmal  amber  hue,  often  being  night  and  morning's    specimen   of   urine 

rather  psJe ;  I  have  never  met  with  a  green-  brought  to  yon,  the  tirjiui  ekyU  and  urtes 

coIour»l  specimen.    In  general,  the  density  jm^iitiMs ;  the  former  you  will  generally 

ia  rather  h^h,  exceeding  1020^  and  often  find  the  heaviest,  sometimes  exdudvdy  oon- 

readung  1030.    It  is  dways  add,  often  very  taining  the  oxalate,  but    certainly  always 

considerably  so.    The  high  specific  gravity  having  it  in  the  greatest  abundance.    Allow 

of  the  urine,  which  certainly  is  the  rule  in  the  urine  to  repose  in  a  tall  vessd,  decant 

these  eases,  is  owing,  not  to  the  presence  of  the  great  mass  of  the  fluid,  and  pour  some 

sqgar,  but  to  an  excess,  often  a  large  one,  of  the  lowest  most  turbid  portions  into  a 

of  urea.    Indeed,  moat  of  the  specimens  watch-glaas.    Warm  it  over  a  ^irit-lamp, 

when  above  1*020  yidded  crystals  of  nitrate  giving  the  glass  a  rotatory  motion,  so  as  to 

of  urea  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  minutea  collect  the  depodt  in  the  centre  of  the  glass* 

after  the  addition  of  nitric  add.    I  have  Remove  the  fluid  with  a  pipette,  and  replace 

elsewhere  stated  my  reasons  for  dissenting  it  with  a  fow  drops  of  water;  a  vrhite  glitter- 

fom  the  opinion  Dr.  Prout  has   advanced  ing  sediment  will  then  be  readily  seen  with 


torn  fa«T«  ucDimilatnl  to  thU  dtcat.  Efcn  inip«diaita  of  niioa  into  m   oa^ic   onv- 

tlMB,   bo«e*cr,   DOtiriUwUiidiiig  Um  Btflf  p«vul.     Antl  tbi*  ia  MippaitBd  by  the  fut 

(tiga  of  the  lilmoDt,  an  eiprcMuo  of  •etthd  o(  the  grMt  freqimioj  of  minotv  cryitali  of 

nMUockol;  often  Btrikei  joa  on  flnt  irrlBf  tlu  ezalate  in  the  caramaD  djqMpCic  dapa> 

tbeiMCKUi.     Ishill  not  here  silnde  further  riu  of  orate  of  unmoDUM     The  trutnwat  I 

to  the  lymptomB  preiented  b;  these  cuei,  h>*e  foond  most  fucceesful  accordi  with  thii 

■a  I  bm  placed,  un  record   □umeroua  in-  *leir.     The  use  of  nitric  acid  in  gnulnallr 

■tucei  of  this  fonn  of  diieaae  in  the  Msot-  hicreased  doies,  the  admiDistratian  of  mt- 

CAL  Gaekttb  for  the  past  yen  ;   and  to  aat«  dotei  of  mercnry,  follawed  by  niiaeral 

dleae  paperi  I  would  refer  yon  for  further  nerrine  tonlo,  U  the  salphate  of  line  and 

information.   One  fact  I  baTc  Ter;  geoenlly  iron,  or  tbe  oxide  of  illTer,  compriiea  the 

obsemd,  that,  in  the  great  majoritr  of  the  pneral   routine  of   the  treatment  I   hare 

oava  I  have  witneand.the  dlwue  ms  more  adopted.    Tlie  warm  bath,  witti  a  earefUlj 

or  kai  directly  traceable  to  some  soDree  of  admioiitned  oonrae  of  Mlcbicnn),  eepeeiilly 

irritatlDa  connected  with  tlia  seiaal  organ,  of  the  aoetle  extract,  in  dosea  of  a  grun. 

Uterine  ditenac  in  women  and  in  men  i  re-  withaa  mnoh  of  bine  pUl  tirlca  ■  iiy,  haa 

llialml  goDorrbcaa,  onaniim,  or  axeeaaiie  bk-  often  been  of  great  sernce  in  abatiaate  raam 
dalccoceiDtntereonrse.certaiBlyappeutabe         Icannottoo  strooglj  imprtas  upoa  you 

fivqnent  primary  Unka  in  the  chabi  of  eaa-  Oe  importance  of  beoomiag  acquaiatsd  with 

Mtion  of  thla  disease.     1  may  remark,  that  this  rery  serioas  and  frequent  form  of  dia< 

tbesca«ral*raiptaD*dstBilMl  bj  Dr.  Front  ene,   a*  the  Urge  nnmbu  of  tbcM  oaaei 

as  cnaractcriitic  of  caaea  in  whioli  eicaea  of  in   which   1    haie  bean  oooauUed   since   I 

one  U  eiereted,  doaely  resemble  those  of  first  announced  the  trtquent  occurrence  of 

the  disBnsa  nnder  consideratiDB.  the  oulate  of  lime  have  cominced  me  of  it* 

Regarding  the  immediate  cansea,  I  should  being  very  frequently  overloolied.     In  the 

nlet  tbem  to  the  same  as  those  which  would  ms^HCy  of  these  cases  I  have  beeu  told  by 

produce  an  eicesa  of  urea  or  niic  add,  and  the  medical  atteodant  or  frieDda  of  the  pa- 

which  I  have  before  eiplained  to  you.     The  tlent  that  I  had    to  investigate  an  ohBtiiiita 

presence  of  the  irritable  condition  of  the  caaeofdyapepaia,  with  emaciation  and  hyoo- 

ncTTooa  lyitan,   eqwcially  of  the  organic  diondriasis,  in  which  erery  remedy  that  had 

syitem,  as  shewn  by  tlic  em«datlon,  &c.  dia<  been  tried,  alchougb  it  had  reliernl  for  the 

paling  the  convendon  of  these  more  frequent  time,  hiled  to  effest  any  permanent  good. 


RKHAHKS  ON  cer«  whicti  have  generally  been   de- 

,    OUTWARD  APPLICATIONS  TO         nommated     h^aS     or     stimukting, 

itiy^vDB  then  will  be  found  to  exist  between 

UM.BKA.  them  a  very  striking  similarity  in  che- 

B»  W.  H.  0.  Sahkbt.  mical   composition  ;   all  being   chiefly 

.^    ...     J     uji    ir.     ij  \  composed  of  an  inactive  base,  or  com- 

(Fbr  Ih,  X«rfw  MMcMt  Oa»tle.)  binellrith  highly  electro-negative  ele- 

- —  menta,  and  wUch,  in  most  instances,  is 

On  examining  thecompositioa  of  ihoM    oxygen. 

medicinal  applic&Uons  to  indolent  ul-        lo  enumerate  the  most  common  : — 
ne  red  predpitats  (quantitative  asalyaii  nndecided)     Hg  +  N  +Q,„, 
Yellow  wash— Uydratad  Peroi.  i^  Merony     .         .     Hg-^H   +  O. 
Bhok  wash — Protoxide  of  Mercury  .     Bg  +  O 

NittieAeid N   +  O, 

NibalaofSilier  N   +  Ag.+ O. 

Ung.  Hyd.  NiL  Femitrate  of  Mercnry  .    Hg-hN   -i-O, 

Ung.  Calamin.Ung.  Zind— Oxide  of  Zinc     .  Z   +0 

Capri  Sulphas.— Bine  Stone  .     S     +  On  +  O, 

liq.  Plombi  dibit.— TrissceL  of  Lead     .  .     PI,  -h  H,  +  C^  +  O, 

To  wliich  may  be  added— the  varioas  The  above  and  some  others  may  be 

Elasters  (Oleate  and  Stearate  of  Lead,  considered  to  fonn  a  class  by  them- 

iercury,  and  Iron,  containing  each  selves,  while,  a  second  class  would  in'- 

2  eq.  of  the  Metallic  Oxide),  and  also  elude  several  applications  highlyuseful 

steam,  which  has  been  recommended  of  as    dressings,  containing   an  electro- 
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iodine  possesses  of  entering  into  com*  pound  that  will  |Nrrt  with  its  oxygen  to 

bination  with  the  same  o\m  of  bodies  the  animal  organism  moderately  slowly, 

as  oxygen,  and  thus  supplying  its  place,  ddly,  A   compound   whose  elements, 

and    so    liberating    a   corresponding  when  its  oxygen  is  abstracted  wholly 

equivalent  of  that  element.    And  here  or  partially,  remains  so  far  inert  as  not 

it  may  be  remarked,  that  iodine  is,  as  to  possess  chemical  or  solvent  powers 

hi  as  experience  at  present  extends,  on  the  tissues,  nor  poisonous  effects  on 

the  only  other  electro-negative  which  the  body  generally, 

is  not  deleterious  in  its  action  on  the  If  these  conclusions  be  rightly  drawn, 

animal   tissues,  and  therefore  is  the  chemistry  would  lead  us  to  select  many 

only  body  that  can  be  substituted  for  other  combinations  likely  to  be  ser- 

oxygen.    It  is,  however,  probable  that  viceable  applications  to  indolent  sores ; 

bromine  may  be  found  to  be  useful.  some  such  nave  occurred  to  the  writer. 

In  the  catalogue  of  outward  applica*  and  he  has  consequently  been  insti- 

tions  to  ulcers  there  remains  the  simple  tnting,  with  the  aid  of  some  profes- 

ointment8,a8Unff.Cetacei:  thenesinous  sioniu  friends,  a  series  of  trials  with 

ointments,  Cer.  Kesinee,  containing  but  several  compounds ;  the  first  of  these, 

a  very  small  quantity  of  oxygen,  and  which  has  now  been  tried  with  marked 

being  comparatively  mild  in  opmtion,  nsefulness,  is  the  iodate  of  the  protox- 

fat  maybe  taken  for  the  eomposition of  ide  of  mercury,  whose  ultimate  oom- 

one  C,,  +  H  +  O,  and  resin  tor  that  of  position  may  be  thus  expr^Msed  :*- 

the  other,  C^-  H*,-0*'— The  rest  of  the  ^ 

external  application  contained  in  the  Elttstro-portive.        E]acfaro.imlb«. 

Pharmacopoeia  consists  of  ointments,  **^'             '*'         l  +  Ug 

&c.  for  peculiar  purposes,  as  Ung.Sul-  It  contains  thus  7  equivalents  of 

phuriSfCer.  Sabin8e,theconaderadonof  electro -negative   elements   out   of  8« 

which  does  not  come  within  the  scope  It    parts    with    its    oxygen    slowly, 

of  the  present  remarks.  owing  probably  to  iU  insolubility :  it 

In  a  closer  examination  of  the  pro-  is  therefore  mild  and  lasting  in  its 

perties  of  the  foregoing  applications  io  action  :  it  may  be  used  in  the  strength 

ulcers,  it  will  be  noticed,  Ist,  that  their  of  3ss.  to  58s.  to  the  ounce  of  lard, 

ener^  on  the  animal  tissue,  and  their  Another    compound   not  generally 

caustic  properties,  are  in  direct  ratio  to  known,  but  very  useful,  and  for  the 

the  readiness  and  rapidity  with  which  power  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  Mr. 

they  part  with  their  oxygen :    thus,  Hoffman,  of  this  town,  is  the  iodide 

strong  nitric   acid,  nitrate   of  silver,  of  starch. 

nitrate  of  mercury,  act  eneiyetically,  as  Mr.  W.  O.  Chalk,  of  the  Royal  Sea- 
does  also  the  deutoxide  of  hydrogen ;  Bathing  Infirmary,  uses  with  great 
while  the  black  wash  and  the  oxide  of  success  the  oxide  of  silver,  made  by 
zinc   are  much  milder   applications,  addition  of  lime-water  to  a  solution  of 


metallic  mercury,  lead,  silver,  anc,  iron,  to  the  carrot,  and  easier  of  application, 
and  that  their  affinitv  for  oxygen  is  com-  Several  other  chemical  compounds 
paratively  slight.  And  it  is  doubtless  suggest  themselves—as  the  iodate  of 
on  account  of  the  very  strong  attraction  peroxide  of  mercury,  more  soluble  than 
that  potassum,  sodium,  calcium,  Ac.,  the  proto-iodate,  and  therefore  doubt- 
possess  for  oxygen,  and  their  strong  less  more  energetic.  The  pxvparations 
action  on  the  animal  lesion  in  the  state  of  per-iodic  acid,  the  bromates,  meco- 
of  oxide,  that  render  them  and  their  nates,  the  precipitate  formed  by  Tr. 
salts  inapplicable  for  dressings  5  and  Opii.  on  goufard-water,  is  a  useful  dress- 
probably  It  is  for  a  like  reason  that  the    

salts  of  ammonia  cannot  be  used.  ^  p^^j^j^  ^^  .^^  ^^^^  orindDle  of  the  carroti 

Three  qualifications,  therefore,  ap-  would  fbrm  tn  el^rutmibttiiSb  for  tbe  carrot- 

pear  necessary  to  constitute   a    Sfood  poultice,  which  cannot  be  alwayi  procnircd.    It 

outward    nnnficAtinn    to    an    indoion^  forms  a  better  and  lofter  ponWce.    Itwooldbtt 

ouLwara    appiicaiion   10    an    inaoienc  made  extemporaneondv  by  the  addition  of  boiW 

nicer.     1st,  A  substance  containing  a  ing  water  on  the  driea  add,  and  would  be  pm- 

>r  of  an  <:n»^i«><^*M80M,inaUdimatei  and  oona. 

A   «.#..«  ^f^  '"*  *^^^^  **  prtpared  at  a  very  noderain 

A  com-  price. 


large  proportion  of  oxygen,  or  of  an    f5^!?_^^ff'f?''?»*?*"™'»*«»  ■**  .«•"• 
electro-negative  body.    &ly, 
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ing;    mucie   aeidt  allozaoi  hydnted  doubtless  the  best  way  of  dimiiiiibiiig 

peroxide  of  iron,  &c,  ^c«  chemical  action  (Liebig,  p.  261) ;  but 

The  direct  inference  to  be  drawn  poultices  are  also  used,  (with  or  with- 

from  the  fact  of  oxygenated,  or«  at  all  out  a  ferment)  :  a  ponltice  is  a  mass  of 

erentSi    electro-negative    compounds  vegetable  matter,  placed,  bv  warmth 

being  required  for  inddent  ulcers,  is,  and  moisture,  in  toe  most  favourable 

tliat  want  of  power  in  this  character  of  position  for  undergoing  the   acetous 

sores  is  dependent  upon  the  deficiency  fermentation,  which  it  cannot  do  but 

of  those  eleosents;  or  doubtkss  it  may  by  absorntion  of  oxygen.    It  is  also 

be  occasioned  by  a  superabundanee  of  worthy  or  remark,  that  when  oxygen 

the  other  class,  or  electro-positive  ele-  has  thus  been  abstracted,  suppuration 

ments :  this  point,  the  v^maU  qu4titi»  of  is  the  result,  and  pus  Inost  probably 

the  theory  of  respiration,  is  equally  contains  a  larger  proportion  of  iM 

difficult  to  determine  in  the  present  dectro^poaitlve  elements,  as   carbon, 

case.    It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  hydrogen,  nitrogen,  perhaps  sulphur  i 

latter  is  the  exception,  and  the  former  hot  its  exact  analysis  hU  not  been 

the  usual  occurrence.    As  the  preeed-  deterauaed. 

ing  remarks  may  appear  to  give  too       If  the  above  be  the  madtiw  operandi 

much  impoitanee  So  external  applica^  of  pooUaees,  the  addition  of  a  emaXL 

tions,  it  may  be  as  well  to  insist  that  (]^aandty  of  rlnegar  would  be  useful,  as 

deficient  sumAy  of  oxygen  oocun  in  two  its  presence  promotes  the  acetous  fer- 

ways— 1  St,  By  a  deficiency  of  oxygen  in  meatadon.    A  very  old  form  of  poul- 

the  blood,  andtMly,  by  deficient  circala-  tice  consists  of  oatmeal  and  the  drees ; 

lion,  and  is  only  to  l>e  met  by  such  in*  of  the  beer-cask,  a  compound  strongly 

ward  remedies  as  shall  invigorate  tlie  liable  to  acetous  fermentation, 
oonsif  tution  or  ouicken  the  circulation ;       Again,  to  bams,  in  which  ekemical 

as  tonics.  Stimulants,  Tr.  Op«i  in  small  aetion  has  been  promoted  by  ixicreaee- 

doses,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Skev;  of  temperature,  and   is   immediately 

and  that  an  artificial  supply  of  the  continued  by  increased  eifcnlation,  ana 

deficient  element  locally  can  be  only  consequeutly  increased  supply  of  amj' 

an  auxiliary ;  for  of  course  it  can  only  gen,  tne  remedy  whkh  retained  tne 

be  used  as  long  as  the  part  is  abraded,  oonfidenee  of  the  profession  for  years, 

and  its  application  is  hindered  daily  as  and  is  still  preferred  by  many  (though 

Che  ulcer  lessens.  the  old   Lmim.  Tereb.  is   expun|red 

It  requires  ^at  caution,  perhaps,  not  from   the   JMiarmucopoeia)  is  wholly 

to  force  chemical  explanations  of  physi-  composed  of  eltictro^poskive  elements, 

ology  too  far,  especially  after  the  perusal  namely,  Cio  Hs  or  Oil  of  Terpentine, 
of  the  recent  work  of  Liebig.    It  is  im-       Therefore,  to  angry  and  inflamma- 

possible,  however,  to  refrain  from  a  few  toiy  ulcers,  in  whicn  there  appears  a 

further  observations  to  which  the  pre-  veiy  inflammatory  action,  the  oxy^- 

ceding  naturally  leads.    Sut   as  ■  the  nated  compounds  would  be  prejudicial, 

present  paper  has  alreadjr  extended  to  Cold  lotions,  or  poultices,  for  chemical 

too  great  a  length,  they  will  be  neees-  reasons,  would  oe  indicated  ;    or,  if 

sarily  very  brief.  ointments  are  used,  those  enly  contain^ 

If  indolent  ulcers  depend  on  de-  ing  a  preponderance  of  electro-positive 

ficiency  of  oxygen,  does  the  opposite  eJbements,asUng.Cetacei,  Creosote,  Asc.; 

character  of  local  affections  depend  on  perhaps,  also,  the  application  of  tur- 

its  excess  ?  pentrne,  or  the  non-oxygenated  esoen« 

Inflammatory   local   afieetioas^in-  tial  oils,  as  the  01.  Limon. 
flamed  and  irritable  .  tores,  &c.— are        It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  in- 
attended  with  increase  of  .circulation,  temaUy,  and  consequently  to  the  taste, 
and  consequentlv,  as  corroborated  by  the  electro-positive  elements  stimulate- 
their  intense  red  colour,  by  exeejwiye  as  spirit,  and   ihe   oxygenated  com- 
sopply  of  oxygen:  and  if,  as  Liebig  pcNMids  are  the  proper  stimuiaBtS' ex« 
states,  animal  heat  is  dependent  on  temally. 
chemical  action,  we  have  evidence  that      Ufgatt,  Kb.  is,  iS4a 
there  is  not  only  excess  of  oxygen,  but 

also  excess  of  chemical  action.    Now  

experience  has  taught  us,  in  these  cases, 
to .  use  cold  applications,  and  this  is 

797.— XXXI.  3  I 
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The  report  for  the  year  1842  is,  in 
more  than  one  respect,  more  complete 
than  that  of  the  two  former  years.  The 
registration  of  the  in-patients,  com- 
menced in  the  present  year,  embraces 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  entire 
number,  so  that  the  report  more  nearly 
represents  the  prevalent  diseases  of  the 
district  in  which  the  hospital  is  sitnate. 
The  number  of  cases  analysed  also  ex- 
ceeds, by  more  than  2,000,  that  of  the 
year  1841.  As  the  number  of  cases  is 
so  considerable,  it  has  been  thought 
advisable  to  distinguish  the  periods  at 
which  the  several  diseases  have  oc- 
curred; accordingly,  a  table  is  added,  in 
which  this  distinction  is  made  in  re- 
spect to  the  .larger  groups  of  disease. 
Another  table  is  given,  illustrating  the 
influeace  of  sex  on  disease^  Similar 
tables  for  each  year,  and  for  the  sum 
of  the  preceding  years,  will  be  given  in 
each  future  report. 

The  total  number  of  patients  regis- 
tered on  the  books  of  the  hospital,  for 
the  year  1842,  is  as  follows : — 

In-patients 1383 

Out-patients 11138 

Total.    .  12521 

This  number,  which  is  exclusive  of 
casualties,  comprises  180  midwifery 
cases ^ 

Of  the  1383  in-patients  93  died,  being 
as  nearly  as  possible  1  in  15,  or  6*72 
per  cent,  which,  considering  the  high 
proportion  that  the  number  of  patients 
Dears  to  the  size  of  the  hospital^  and  the 
number  of  urgent  cases  admitted,  is  a 
very  low  mortalitv. 

8ome  slight  alterations  have  been 
made  in  the  arrangement  of  the  first 
table,  and  in  the  general  abstract.  In 
the  reports  of  1840  and  1841  pleurodynia 
was  classed  with  rheumatic  affections, 


inasmuch  as  it  has  its  seat  in  the 
muscular  fibre.  But  as  the  pain  in  the 
left  side,  which  is  so  common  an  ac- 
companiment of  the  functional  dis- 
orders of  the  female,  though  it  has  its 
seat  in  the  muscles,  is  obviously  neu- 
xalgic,  it  has  been  transferred  to  the 
group  of  neuralgic  affections;  whilst 
uie  cases  of  pleurodynia  occurring  in 
the  male  being  merely  a  form  of  weal 
muscular  rheumatism,  nave  been  placed 
under  that  head.  The  cases  of  hooping- 
cough,  too,  which,  in  the  former  reports^ 
were  placed  among  the  epidemic  dis* 
eases,  nave  been  grouped,  in  the  present 
report,  with  diseases  of  the  chest,  and 
delirium  tremens  with  mental  disorders. 
With  these  exceptions,  the  alterations  in 
Uie  first  table  are  not  such  as  to  require 
comment.  In  the  general  abstract, 
catarrh  and  intestinal  worms  have  been 
madeseparate  headingsjnstead  of  being 
merged,  the  one  in  febrile  affections, 
and  the  other  in  diseases  of  the  in- 
testines. These  alterations  will  be 
carefully  attended  to  when  any  use  is 
made  of  the  reports  of  the  years  1840 
and  1841. 

.(dna/ym  (/ 10,438  JtegUtered  Cases  qfDU^ 
ease,  treated  at  King't  College  Hospital, 
during  the  year  1842. 


Febris  continaa 

—  intermittens   . 

—  ephemora 

—  dentitionii      • 

■         in&ntum  remittens 

Catarrhns 

Variola  . 
VariceUa 
Rubeola 

sequelae 


Scarlatina 


Bequele  . 


Erysipelas 

Stmma .         . 

Cachexia 

MoUities  ossinm 

Debilitas 

Parpora 

Plethora 

Podagra 

Anasarca 
Ascites  • 
(Edema .         • 


*  Tbemidwiferydepartmentisofcomparatively  w^.^.,!.,  uv..,.. »♦;.«. 
recent  establishment,  which  accounto  for  the  com-  Mnsoolar  RJieomatism 
parative  smallncss  or  the  number.  Articular  Bheumatism 


Alale. 

17 
3 

6 
136 


Fern. 

7 
4 
2 
7 
U9 


Tot. 

24 

7 

5 

13 

29S 


137    248    38& 


6 
14 

10 
2 

14 
3 

lb 

73 

3 

10 


2 

5 
14 

0 
16 

1 
19 


8 
19 

24 

2 

30 

4 
34 


61  134 

4  7 

5  15 
46     158  204 


2 

3 

31 


1        3 
3        6 

9      40 


4  10 
4  2 
7       14 


14 

6 

21 


252     188    440 
50      44       94 
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Kpilepiy 
Chorea  . 


Catalepsy  ..... 

Convnlfiiona    .    .     . 

Syncope         t 

Hemiplegia    .    .    . 

Taraphig|ia 

Eualf  lis  (general  and  par^ 

tial) 

agitana     . 
Weakness  of  the  limbs 

Spinal  irritation 
Plearcclynia    . 
Muscular  pain  of  abdomen 
Neuralgia 

Hemicrama  • 
Sciatica .         .       -• 
Pain  in  the  feet 
in  the  bands  •. 

Melancholia    • 
Hypochondriasis 
Mania    . 
Dementia 

Delirium  tremens    . 
Drunkenness  . 

Determination  of  Mood  to 

the  head    '• 
Apoplexy       .        . 
Vertigo  . 
Cephakea 
Hydrocephalus 

Phrenitis 

Other  diseases  of  brain 

Cynaneihe  tonsillarts 
Tonsillitis 
Kelaibed  uvula 
Laryngitis,  acute&efaronic 
Laryngismus  stridulus 
Cynanche  pharyngea 

~parotidea 

— -thyroidea 

. trachealis 


5 

0 
2 
6 
1 
6 
I 

21 
1 
1 

0 
0 
0 
19 
2 
7 
3 
0 

4 

2 
0 
1 
13 
1 

8 

1 

8 

66 

7 

3 
2 

43 
22 
2 
0 
I 
3 
5 
0 
2 
1 


Ulcer  of  tongue 

Diseases  of  the  salirary  glands  3 


23 

16 

39 

0 

3 

.0 

3 

2 

6 
0 
3 

32 

87 

10 

28 

5 

4 

3 

4 

3 
1 

4 
0 
5 
1 


1 
8 


0 
6 
0 
1 
7 
3 
1 
1 
2 


44 
21 
39 
2 
9 
1 
9 
3 

27 

I 
4 

32 

87 

10 

47 

7 

U 

6 

4 

7 
3 
4 
1 
18 
2 


6 

14 

0 

1 

11 

19 

121  187 
8   15 


4 

10 


71  114 
33   55 


2 
6 
1 
4 
12 
3 
3 
2 
5 


Btonchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleuritia 
DyspnGca 


Pertussis        • 
Phthisis 
Hiemoptysis  . 
Emphysema   . 
Gangrene  of  the  lungs 

Pericarditis 

Hypertrophy  . 

Palpitation 

Other  diseaaea  of  the  heart 

Cyanosis 

Phlebitis 


137 

9 

1 

1 

83 

10 

312 

14 

9 

1 

t 

4 

10 

10 

I 

1 


238  375 

1  10 

2  3 

3  4 
130  213 

11  21 

137  449 

17  31 

3  12 

0  1 


0 
1 

16 

14 

0 

1 


1 
5 
26 
24 
1 
2 


Inflammation  of  the  ab« 
sorbents     ...         1 

Dyq^lvigitt  ...  2 

GasMtis  mucoaa  23 

Gastrodynia    ...  4 

Hsematemesis          .         .  7 

Organic  disease  of  stomach  '   3 

Gastro-enteritis  mucosa  .  - 14 
Diarrhoea                .         .133 

Melsena           ...  2 

Tabes  mesenterica  .  2 

Dysentery       ...  2 

Constipation  ...  86 

Colic,  tympanites    .         .  '  5 

Colica  pictonum      .        .  19 

Tormina         .         .         •  .   3 

Htemorrbotds.     .   .         .  .26 

Prolapsus  ani .         .         •  3 

Strictnre  of  the  rectum    .  0 

Enlarged  spleen       .         .  0 

Peritonitis      ...        3 

Intestinal  worms  (unnamed)  22 
Ascaris  vermicularis         .       25 

lumbricoides        .     •   1 

Ttenla    .        .  .6 

Diseases  of  the  lifer  .  4 
Icterus  ....  14 
Gallstones     .         .         .        0 

Diseases  of  the  kidney  .  9 
Hsematnria    •  .     ■   5 

Diabetes        .         ....  3 

Cystitis          ...  3 

Irritable  bladder  .  .  3 
Dysuria          .     "  ..         .6 

Incontinence  of  urine      .  6 

Retention  of  urini  .         .  2 

Calculus        .         ...  11 

Grayel 5 

Syphilis  .  .  .156 
Gonorrhoea  and  gleet  •  545 
Bubo  ....  58 
Swelled  testicle  .  .  53 
Excoriations  ...  25 
Condylomata       '  .  17 

Secondary  syphilis .     '  .     ' 

Hydrocele 

Varicocele  .        • 

Stricture     •   .         •     ■   . 
Other  diseases  of  male 
organs  of  generation    . 

Periostitis  .  .  .13 
Diseases  of  bone  .  •  12 
■  teeth  and  gums  6 
joints  .        .      51 


Diseases  of  the  eye  and 
ap{>endage8 

: : ear     * 

•         —  hose  * 


1        3 

163    237 
97     120 


7 
12 

2 
24 


11 

19 

5 

38 


173  306 

1  3 

1  3 

2  4 
263  349 

8  13 


0 
3 
20 
15 
3 
1 


31 

29 

1 

9 

2 

11 

1 

5 
3 
0 

1 
2 
11 
1 
0 
1 
0 


19 

6 

46 

18 

3 
1 

6 

53 

54 

2 

15 

6 

25 

1 

14 
8 
3 

4 
5 

17 
7 
2 

12 
5 


65     221 

210     755 

34      92 

(-)  53 
10  35 
25      42 


62      74     136 

18 

5 

39 

36      (— )    36 


20  33 

5  17 

10  16 

70  121 


iU 


134     125     259 

12       18       30 

'369 
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Skin  diaeaset  (unoMned) 

Strophuliifl 
Lichen  . 
Pnirigo 

licpra  Tulgaris 
— •   lypUlitica 
PsoriaiU 
Pityriatii 

UrtuMria        • 

Roseola 

Erjtkoma 

■  Dodosmn 

Pemphigus    . 
Pompholyz    . 

Impetigo 
Porrige  • 

Ecthyma        . 
Scabies 

Herpes 

Rnpia  . 

— ^  ayphilitica 

Miliaria 

Eczema 

Aphthae 

Acne  • 
Lupus  . 
Sycosis 

NaeTus  . 

Phlegmon 
Abs^ss 
Anthrax 
Ulcen  of  the  leg 

other  parts 
Pistula  in  ano 
— —  perineo 

Varioose  reina 
Tumors 

Malignant  tumors  . 
Glandular  eulargAnents 
Elilarged    and   Ikiflamed 

bnrsae 
Hernia  • 
Malformations 

Wounds 

Bums  and  scalds    . 

Contusions  and  sprains 

Coneussion    . 

Dislooationi  . 

Fractures 

Other  accidents      • 

Attempts  at  suicide 


61      48     109 


0  3  3 

11  11  22 

1  11  12 

13  47  60 
9  15  24 

18  29  47 

2  0  2 

17  22  39 

1  1  2 

4  18  22 

1  2  3 

3  3  6 

1  0  1 

7  5  12 

116  92  208 

6  &  11 
77  79  156 

28  20  48 

2  0  2 

0  1  1 

1  0  1 
54  39  93 

12  17  29 

7  6  13 
1  0  1 

4  0  4 

0  1  1 

107  104  211 

86  57  143 

19  5  24 
113  108  221 

53  51  104 

7  5  12 

1  0  1 

6  8  14 
21  24  45 

3  4  7 
25  10  35 

14  34  48 
21  13  34 
23  18  41 

84  33  117 

40  35  75 

249  157  406 

4  I  5 

7  3  10 
64  30  94 

5  12  17 
1  6  7 

^f  Fewmiu, 

Ansmia,  cUorotis   . 

Hyperlactatio,  mimosis  inquieta 

Amenorrhoea  .... 

Im^gular  menstruation 

Dysmenorrhoea 

Menorrhagia 

JUn^rrhoea    .        .        '        ! 


33 

97 

83 

9 

29 

106 

101 


Purulent  disdiarge  &ma  the  Tagiaa 

ofchildxan  •        •        •        • 
Pregnancy       •        •        •        .      * 
Abortus  ..... 
Diseases  of  the  vagina 
Inflammation  of  tSe  pudenda 
Prolapsus  uleri 

Organic  diseases  of  uterus  and  onry 
Diseases  of  the  mammiB  • 
Ovarian  dropsy 
Change  of  life  •        .        • 

O^mtmI  AUiraet. 
Febrtte  afifeotions  .  .  165 
Catan^        .  .137 

Contagions  exsnthemata      64 
Struma,  gout,  6cc.         • 
Dropsies 

Rheumatic  affections 
ConvulsiTe  diseases,  &c. 
Paralytic  afRections 
Neuralgic  affections       • 
Mental  disorders 
Diseases  of  the  brain     . 
throat, 


168 
15 

302 
35 
30 
31 
21 
95 


179 
248 

57 
241 

26 
232 

81 

14 
173 

14 
155 


larynx,  &c. 


arteries 


lung*     . 
hesjrtand 
•        • 
■  stomach 

intestines 
Intestinal  worms 
Diseases  of  the  abdominal 

cavity       • 
— ^— — —  liver 
— — — — —  urinary 
oi^ans      ... 
Syphilitic  diseases 
O^ier  diseases  of  male 
organs  of  geneiution  . 
Diseases  of  Iwnes,  joiata» 
teeth,  &C. 
■  tlieoi*gans  of 


Skin  diseases  • 

Inflammation  anditsoon- 


TumorSy  &o.         • 
Accidents  and  external 

injuries    • 
Attempts  at  suicide 
Diseases  of  females 


82 
577 

28 
113 
295 

54 

3 
18 

53 
916 

98 
82 

149 
457 

386 
113 

453 
1 

(-) 


125 
542 

32 
281 
514 

70 

3 

14 

24 
418 

(-) 
105 

149 
475 

330 
111 

271 

6 

606 


2 

8 

13 

6 

4 

29 

16 

S4 

1 

36 

344 
385 
Itl 
409 

41 
534 
116 

44 
204 

35 
250 

207 

ni9 

60 
394 
809 
124 

6' 
32 

77 
1334 

98 

187 

298 
932 

716 
224 

724 

7 
606 


Totol,  4941  5497  10438 
As  the  number  of  cases  registered 
daring  the  past  year  is  so  considemble, 
and  as  the  cases  themselves  may  be 
fairly  assumed  to  present  a  tolerably^ 
correct  view  of  the  sickness  preva- 
lent in  the  most  central  distriets  •f 
the  metropolb,  I  have  prepared  a 
table  showing  the  number  of  the  several 
diseases,  or  classes  of  disease,  which 
occurred  in  the  several  months  and 
quarters  o*  the  year  1842.    (Tftble  h) 
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This  table  presents  some  i>oint8  of  months  of  July,  August,  afid  September* 

interest    It  will  be  seen  that  tne  febrile  The  months   come  in  the   following^ 

affectians,  the  contagious  exanthemata,  order  i — ^January ,  March,  April,  Decem- 

the  disorders  of  the  organs  of  digestion,  ber,    February,    November,    October, 

and  the  group  of  diseases  of  uncertain  May,  July,  September,  June,  August, 
seat,  comprisiflg  struma,  gout,  debility,        The  adections  of  the  organs  of  res* 

&c.  agree  m  the  order  of  their  frequency;  piration   follow  the  inverse  order   of 

the  greatest  number  of  cases  of  each  the  classes  just  mentioned;  the  greatest 

class  occurring  in  the  third,  and  the  number  of  c&ses  occurring  in  tne  first 

least  in  the  first  quarter ;  and  that  the  quarter,  and  the  least  in  the  third.    The 

quarters  come  in  the  following  order,  quarters,  therefore,  stand  as  follows, 

beginning  with  that  in  which  the  fewest  beginninfi^,  as  before,  with  that  in  which 

cases  occurred :— jtfrt/,  fourth,  second,  there  is  the  smallest  number  of  cases : — 

third.    The  order  of  frequency  in  the  third,  second,  fourth,  first. 
case  of  catarrh  is  different,  but  if  cases        Rheumatic  affections,  and  diseases 

reported  as  debility,  and  of  which  the  of  the  urinary  oi^ns,  follow  in  the 

greater  number  may  be  fairly  considered  order  1 ,  2,  3, 4 ;  diseases  of  the  nervous 

to  fall  under  the  head  of  catarrh,  be  iii-  system,  of  the  skin,  and  those  of  females, 

eluded  in  that  class,  the  same  order  of  follow  the  order  1, 4,  3,  2;  those  of  the 

frequency  will  be  found  to  obtain  with  circulating  system  are  represented  by 

catarrh  as  with  the  diseases  already  1,  2,  4,  3;  and  this  is  the  order  of  the 

enumerated.    If,  moreover,  the  cases  syphilitic  disorders.    The  ^at  excess 

of  debility  be  taken  from  those  of  the  of  this  latter  class  of  affections  in  the 

mixed  group  with  which  they  are  classed  months  of  August  and  September,  and 

in  the  first  table,  the  remainder  of  that  in  the  third  quarter,  deserves  a  passing 

group  will  be  found  to  follow  in  the  notice.     In  the  group  of  which  acci- 

order  1,4,  2,  3.    The  class  of  febrile  dents,  especially  bruises  and  sprains, 

affections,  the  contagious  exanthemata,  form  by  far  the  majority  of  cases,  it 

catarrh,  diseases  of  the  organs  of  di-  will  be  seen  that  there  is  the  same 

gestion,  and  the  mixed  group,  including  excess  during  the  third  quarter.     It 

struma,  gout,  plethora,  &c.  resemble  will  be  recollected  that  it  is  during  the 

each  other,  therefore,  in  the  wAer  of  summer  months  that  the  greater  num- 

frequency.  ber  of  criiaes  are  committed  asainst 

All  these  diseases  may  be  fairly  sup-  the  person,  that  the  greatest  number  of 
posed  to  acknowledge  the  influence  of  suicides  take  place,  at  least  in  most 
the  seasons ;  but  as  the  same  order  is  nations,  and  that  the  liability  to  attacks 
observed  to  obtain  in  the  case  of  a  of  insanity  is  at  a  maximum*.  Jf 
totally  different  group,  viz.  that  of  acci-  future  reports  corre^x>nd  with  the 
dents,  tumors,  malformations,  &c.  in  present,  we  shall  have,  in  the  excess  of 
which  the  influence  of  the  seasons  is  syphilitic  disease,  durine^e  hottest  sea- 
indirect  and  remote,  it  will  be  necessary  son  of  the  year,  an  incidental  confirma- 
to  be  very  guarded  in  forming  any  tion  of  the  facts  which  tend  to  prove  tfctt 
estimate  of  the  influence  of  the  seasons  great  activity  of  the  passions  during 
upon  health  from  these  data,  and  to  these  seasons. 

suspend  the  judgment  till  the  reports  of  The  foregoing  remarks  apply  to  the 
future  years  shall  have  confirmed  or  prevalence  of  sickness,  in  the  widest 
invalidated  the  conclusions  drawn  from  acceptation  of  the  term,  uid  not  to  the 
the  present  report.  It  will  be  observed  mortality.  On  referring  to  the  Regis- 
that  the  total  number  corresponds  with  trar-General's  table  of  mortality  for  the 
the  order  of  the  classes  now  referred  to;  metropolis  for  1842,  I  find  that  sick- 
and  that,  taking  diseases  and  accidents  ness  is  at  a  minimum  and  the  mortality 
together,  the  quarters  follow  in  the  at  a  maximum  in  January ;  whilst  the 
oraer  1,  4,  2,  3.  The  same  order  also  third  quarter,  which  is  the  most  sickly, 
obtains  when  the  accidents  are  sub-  ranks  only  third  in  point  of  mortality, 
tiacted.  It  seems,  therefore,  safe  to  In  the  bills  of  mortality,  diseases  of  the 
conclude  that  sickness  is  least  prevalent  respiratory  organs,  which  chiefly  deter- 
in  the  months  of  January,  February,  mine  the  totiJ  mortality,  are  fatal  in 
and  March ;  somewhat  more  prevalent  the  following  order,  beginning  with  the 
in  October,  November,  and  December ;  quarter  in  which  the  aeaths  are  fewest 

still  more  rife  in  April,  May,  and  June ; 

and  that  there  is  most  sickness  in  the  .  sw  Quetdet  wm  I'Homme,  Book  si 
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«-3,  2f  4,  1  — and  this  is  the  order  of  the  disease  assumed  during  the  months  of 

frequency  of  those   affections.     The  February  and  March  ;  no  less  than  1 1 

third  quarter  is  not  only  more  sickly,  cases  having  been  entered  on  each  of 

but  also  more  fatal  to  life  than  the  two  days.     In  the  year  1842,  catarrh 

second,  in  consequence  of  the  predo-  could  scarcely  be  said  to  be  epidemic, 

minance  of  almost  every  severe  disease  for  when  the  cases  registered  as  debility, 

except  those  of  the  organs  of  respira-  during  the  month  of  August,  and  which 

tion«  are  too  much  in  excess  to  be  explained 

The  int^est  wliich  attaches  to  this  on  any  other  supposition  than  that 

part  of  the  report  will  be  greatly  in-  they  were  true  cases  of  catarrh,  are 

creased  by  a  comparison  with  the  re-  added  in,  there  results  a  slight  excess 

suits  of  future  yean.  in  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 

I  have  prepared  another  table,  which  Septemlier ;  but  the  numbers  in  the 

exhibits  the  number  of  cases  of  the  several  quarters  are  so  nearly  the  same 

several  diseases,  or  classes  of  disease,  as  to  preclude  all  idea  of  an  epidemic, 

occurring  in  both  sexes ;   to  which  I  The  total  number  of  cases  oi  catarrh 

have  added  their  per-centage  propor-  and  influenza  registered  in  1841  was 

tions  for  either  sex.    By  presenting  a  415  in  8029  patients,  or  about  1  in  19; 

similar  table  in  each  year's  report,  and  the  number  registered  in  1842  was  3S5, 

adding  the  result  of  the  current  year  or  1  in  27  patients, 

to  those  of  the  preceding  years,  I  hope  Erytipetat, — In  one  case  of  erysipelas 

to  be  able  to  give  a  tolenibly  correct  faciei,  occurring  in  a  female,  cet.  30, 

view  of  the  liability  of  either  sex  to  the  menses    were  suppressed  on  the 

the  several  forms  of  disease.      Some  second  day  by  cold,  and  the  eruption 

observations  j'et  remain  to  be  made  on  made  its  appearance  immediately  after, 

this  subject  in  relation  to  individual  In  another  case,  a  female,  set.  54,  drank 

diseases.  8  pints    of  cold   water,    which   was 

followed  by  shivering,  and  the  eruption 

Rbharks.— I  have  brought  together,  appeared  on  the  third  day. 

in  this,  as  in  former  reports,  a  few  i^orfayra.— One  patient   stated  that 

observations  entered  in  the  column  of  his  attacks  had  been  always  preceded 

remarks,  to  which  I  add  some  comments  by  an  extensive  eruption  or    herpes 

on  the  relative  frequency  of  those  dis-  labialis. 

eases  which  are  most  liable  to  vary  Muicuhr  Rheumatism, ^Th\%   dig- 

y**'  2[.  y^*'**    .  ease,  w^hich  was  most  prevalent  in  the 

Fehrii    continue. — ^The   number   of  last  two  quarters  of  the  year,  was  com- 

casesofcontinued  fever  entered  in  this,  paratively  rare  during  the  months  of 

as  m  the  two  preceding  reports,  is  venr  January,  February,  and  March ;    the 

inconsiderable.      There    has,    indeed,  smallest  number  having  occurred  in 

been  a  remarkable  freedom  from  fever  the  month    of   March.      The  largest 

dunng  the  years  1840,  1841,  and  1842,  number  occurred  in  the  month  of  De- 

with  every  indication  of  an  approaching  cember,  and  on  the  1 5th  of  that  month, 

epidemic  in  the  present  year.    Already  after  a  sudden  change  from  severe  cold 

a  larger  nomber  of  cases  of  fever  have  to  the  mild  temperature  of  spring,  4 

come  under  my  notice  durinj^  the  pre-  cases  were  registered, 

sent  than  during  the  whole  of  last  year.  Epilepsy.— One  case  of  this  disease 

Febris  infantum  remitteng.^-Cnses  of  always  commenced  with  a  coppery  taste 

infantile  fever  were  greatly  in  excess  in  the  mouth,  which  was  soon  followed 

m  the  third  quarter  of  the  year;  119  by  an  impediment  in  the  speech,  and 

out  of  295  cases,  or  two-fifths,  having  that  by  the  fit. 

been  registered  during  the  months  of  Another  case,  which  may  perhaps 

July,  August,  and  September,    There  be   designated  as  imperfect  epilepsy, 

was  also  a  great  excess  of  cases  of  came  on   at  intervals  of  about  three 

debihty  occurring  in  children  during  months,  with  a  sensation    of    numb- 

the  months  of  May,  September,  and  ness  in  the  left  little  finger,  gradually 

October,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  a  very  extending  along  the  arm,  and  accom- 

laree  majority  of  these  were  females.  panied  by  a  sort  of  catching.    It  then 

Catarrkut.'—ln  the  report  for  1841,  extended  to  the  mouth  and  lips,  and 

B  distinction  was  made  between  catarrh  the  side  of  the  face,  the  speech  be- 

and  influenza,  in  consequence  of  the  coming  affected  so  that  he  could  not 

marked  epidemic  character  which  the  make  himself  understood.    After  these 
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vensadons  had  continued  about  half  demesS)  and  on  the  dependence  of  this 
an  hour,  a  severe  and  diffused  headache  latter  condition  on  irritation  of  the  ma< 
supervened,  which  lasted  for  some  cons  membranes.  During  Uie  past  year 
hours.  The  patient,  in  other  respects,  short  notes  have  been  taken  of  the 
enjoyed  fi;ood  health.  observed  causes  of  tiiis  tenderness  of 
A  thirofcase  presented  that  anomalous  the  spine,  and  of  the  reflected  pain  of 
character  which  renders  it  difficult  to  the  muscles  or  abdomen  which  accom- 
refer  it  to  any  distinct  head.  It  was  panics  it.  I  have  found  this  spinal 
that  of  a  widow,  set.  55,  who  stated  tenderness  to  be  generally  accompanied 
that,  two  or  three  times  a  week,  and  by  pain  in  the  al^minal  parietes,  more 
sometimes  as  often  as  twice  daily,  she  rarely  by  acute  pleuroaVnia,  and  in 
was  seized  with  a  fit  which,  on  her  first  other  cases  by  pain  in  both  these  situa- 
attendance,  presented  the  following  tions.  The  pain  in  the  abdominal 
characters.  The  rifht  side  of  the  face  parietes,  like  that  in  the  side,  is  gene- 
was  affected  with  violent  twitchings,  and  rally  confined  to  the  left  side;  and 
the  right  side  of  the  body  by  shiverine^s.  when  it  extends  to  both  sides,  is  more 
She  retained  her  senses  during  the  nt,  acute  on  the  left.  The  pain  is  often  so 
but  lost  her  voice.  Aperient  medicines  acute  as  to  make  the  patient  cry ;  and 
were  administered,  which  brought  away  this  has  doubtless  often  caused  such 
some  ascarides,  and  her  fits  in  conse-  cases  to  be  designated  as  hysteria.  In 
quence   became   less   frequent.     She  some  instances,  it  is  true,  genuine  hyste- 

r'n  presented  herself  at  the  hospital  rical  paroxysms  co-exist   with  uiese 

It  a  fortnight  after  her  first  appli-  pains;  but  such  cases  form  the  exception 

cation,  in  a  fit  which  assumed  a  different  to  the  rule.  Perhaps  there  is  nosuflering 

character,  consisting  of  incoherence,  which  so  often  makes  the  patient  cry 

and  rapid  utterance  of  indistinct  oral  as  that  produced  by  muscular  pains; 

sounds.    She  was  lost  si^ht  of.  and  I  have  so  generally  observea  this« 

Hysteria. — The    small  number    of  that  I  look  for  muscular  pain  rather 

cases  of  hysteria  entered  in  the  table  than  for  any  deeper-seated  mischief, 

will  excite  attention.    The  reason  that  whenever  females  present  themselves 

they  are  so  few  is,  that  the  term  haa  in  tears.    In  the  diagnosis  of  pain  this 

been  used  in  a  stricter  sense  than  that  fact  is  worthy  of  attention,  as  pain, 

in  which  it  is  commonly  employed,  connected  with  more  severe   disease. 

Many  cases,  commonly  classed  with  rarely  expresses  itself  by  tears, 

hysteria,  will  be  found  under  the  more  The  ascertained  causes  of  spinal  irri- 

definite  head  of  spinal  irritation,  or  tation,  in   connection,  with  muscular 

mimosis   inquieta;   those   cases   only  pain  of  the  abdomen  or  chest,  in  33 

having  been  entered   as  hysteria  in  cases,  were  as  follows.    Constipation 

which   fits   commonly  designated   as  in  4;  diarrhoea  in  4,  of  which  1  was 

hystericidwere  present.    In  one  case  complicated  with  hysteria;  dyspepsia 


pulses. 

A  case  belonging  to  the  class  of  spas-  which  I  was  combined  with  pro- 
modic affections  was  interesting  for  the  lapsus  uteri;  dysmenorrhcea  in  I,  in 
speedy  relief  afforded  by  simpk  purga-  which  dry  couffn  was  present ;  Konor- 
tives.  It  was  one  of  rigid  contraction  rhceain  1;  ana  cystitis  in  I.  Consti- 
of  the  fingers,  the  thumb  being  forcibly  pation  and  leucorrhosa  were  jointly 
drawn  into  the  palm  of  the  hand.  The  present  in  two  cases,  in  one  of  which 
contraction  was  so  strong  as  to  resist  a  there  was  scanty  menstruation ;  con- 
considerable  force.  The  disease  disap-  stipatlon  and  menorrhagia  in  1  case, 
peared  after  free  evacuation  of  the  and  here  hysteria  was  also  present} 
bowels,  and   recurred   after  renewed  constipation  and  amenorrhcea  in   I ; 

^nstipation.    It  was  aeain  removed  constipation  and  dysmenorrhoea  in  I  ; 


constipation. 

by  the  same  simple  remedies.  constipation  and  gastritis  in  2 ;  consti- 

Spinul  irritaitan,  pUurodwui^  mui-  pation  and  dysuria  in  1.    Diarrhoea 

euUr  pain  of  thi  ahdom€n.^n  the  re-  and  leucorrhoea  were  combined  in  2 

port  for  1841  some           '              -  ^^  .     *    _i.     *.f_T_   .i_               j__ 

on  the  diagnosis 

the  chest  and  al  , 

nection  of  those  pains  with  spinal  ten-    two  cases  there  was  no  assigned  cause. 
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In  one  ease,  in  which  spinal  irrita-  shedding  tears  profusely,  and  looking 

lion  was  accompanied  by  drv  cough,  about  him  in  a  timid  suspicious  way, 

lencorrfacea  was  present ;   and  in  one  but  perfectly  (juiet,  and  ^ith  a  mtoner' 

case  epilepsy  was  (bund  in  combination  quite  free  from  excitement.    He  was 

with  spinal  irritation  and  leucorrhoea.  scarcely  seated  before  he  rose  to  eicamine 

This  snort  statement   may^  serve  to  the  stove,  which  he  sfdd  was  hissing  at 

show  the  cases  in  which  spinal  irrita-  him.  He  theft  took  the  arm  of  the  cnatr 

tion  may  be  looked  for.     Wlienever  a  for  a  scorpion,  and  began  to  scratch 

female  presents  herself,  complaining  of  with  a  view  to  dislodge  and  kill  it,  com- 

acute  pain  in  the  chest  or  abdomen,  plaining  that  it  had  crept  into  its  hole. 

and,  as  often  happens,  expressing  her  He  next  began  pioclmig  his  thigh, 

suffering  by  tears,  the  spine  should  be  saying  that  something' was  biting  hfot. 

examined,  when  tenderness  will  gene-  On  the  porter  who  had  not  previously 

rally  be  discovered  in  some  part  or  spoken  to  him,  coming  into  the  room, 

other   of  the  vertebral  column,  and  he    enquired    whether    he  bad   not 

most  commonly  in  the  dorsal  region,  threatened  to  kilt  him.    Every  thing 

The  connection  ofthisspmal  tenderness  that  he  did  was  as  quiet  and  metho- 

with  the  pain  will  appear  on  striking  dical  as  if  it  did  not  concern  him  in 

the  tender  portion  of  the^  spine,  when  any  way,  and  he  pnt  his  question  to 

pain  will  be  felt  not  only  in  the  tender  the  porter  as  if  it  were  of  no  sort  of 

spot,  but  darting  towards  the  affected  conseqaence  whether  he  killed  him  or 

muscle.   '  When  cough  is  present,  it  not.    On  being  Questioned  he  said  that 

will  be  produced  in  like  manner  by  the  room  seemea  to  him  to  be  full  of 

striking  the  tender  portions   of  the  lobsters.  He  complained  that  he  could 

spine.    These  pains  will  be  often  found  not  sleep  at  night,  and  was  desirous  of 

in  combination  with  that  peculiar  state  having  some  one  to  sleep  in  his  room, 

of  nervous  system  described  under  the  This  man  recovered  under  the  use  of 

name  of  mimosis  inquieta;  in  which  large  doses  of  laudanum  and  stimulants, 

case  it  will  be  necessary  to  combine  Another  case  of  delirium  tremens  oc- 

the  treatment  proper  to  that  condition  cnrred  in  a  female,  set.  2S,  who  stated 

of  system  with  the  counter-irritatton  to  that  during  the  last  week  she  had,  forthe 

the  spine,  the  local  applications  to  the  first  time,  drank  to  excess,  and  that  since 

seat  of   the  pain,  and  the  remedies  that  time  every  thing  she  thought  of 

adapted  to  remove  the  cause  of  both.  seemed  to  be  spoken  in  her  ears,  her 

neuralgia, — One  recent  case  of  tic  words  were  repeated  after  her,  and  she 
douloureux,  occurring  in  an  anemic  fe-  heard  persons  as  she  went  along  saying- 
male,  recovered  in  six  days  under  the  that  she  was  mad.  She  thought  she  had 
use  of  Ferri  Sniph.  gr.  v.,  Ext.  Conii,  been  robbed,  looked  suspicious,  but  was 
Ext  Gentiante,  aa.  gr.  iiss.  t.  d.  with  withal  perfectly  tranquil.  Her  hand 
gentle  aperients.  trembled,  and  snc  said  that  she  had  not 

Hemicrania. —In  a  female,  set.  34,  slent  for  two  nights, 
pain  in  the  side  of  the  face,  occurring  at  This  coincidence  of  imaginations 
irregular  intervals,  and  lasting  for  calculated  strongly  to  excite  the  feelings 
variable  periods,  was  followed  by  and  passions,  with  a  manner  perfeclTy 
shivering  accompanied  by  perspiration,  free  from  all  excitement,  is  a  veiy  re- 
She  had  had  the  ague  20  years  before,  markable  feature  of  many  cases  of  deli- 
Cured  by  quinine.  rium  tremens. 

Deme/tfta.— One  marked  case  of  de-  fA/Atm.— A  similar  marked  dispro- 

mentia  occurred  in  a  boy,  set  10,  in  portion  in  the  number  of  cases  of  this 

consequence  of  the  earthquake  panic,  disease,  occurring  in  the  two  sexes, 

A  second  case  in  an  errand-boy,  »t.  16,  which  was  observed  in  former  years, 

followed  fright.    A  case  of  melancholia  occurs  in  1842;  the  number  of  males 

in  a  female,  set.  43,  also  came  on,  after  being  312,  and  that  of  females  137.     In 

slight  premonitory  symptoms,  in  con-  1840  the  numbers  weir,  of  males  101, 

sequence  of  the  earthquake  panic.  of  females  43;  in  1841,  there  were  2S!f 

Delirium  tremens, — The    close  ^re-  males  to  122  females.  The  per  centage 

semblance  which  this  disease  sorne^  proportions,   calculated  as  in    Tame 

times  bears  to  dreaming  was  well  ill  us-  11.  for  males  and  females  respectively, 

trated  in  the  case  of  a  clerk,  aet.  40,  was,    in  the  year  1842,  males   7'I1, 

who  had  formerly  been  intemperate,  females  2-97,  both  sexes  4  91.     In  the 

He  came  into  the  out-patients^  room  three  years,  1840-1-2,  the  total  numbera 
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Aurete*^  males  650,  females  902 ;  and  the  ing  aboat  half-past  10  o'clock,  and  con- 
per  centage  proportions,  7*12  for  males,  tinucd  6  hours.  It  was  not  confined  to 
^•95  for  females,  and  4'92  for  both  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  but  extended 
sexes.  The  close  correspondence  be-  downwards  towards  the  umbilicus.  He 
tween  the  Single  year,  and  the  sum  of  was  ordered  two  grains  of  quinine  three 
the  three  years,  renders  it  probable  times  a  day.  After  taking  the  medicine 
that  the  proportions  now  given  are  two  days,  the  pain,  instead  of  coming 
near  the  truth.  It  would  appear,  then,  on  at  half-past  10,  was  postponed  tiU 
that  the  liability  to  pulmonary  con-  1  o'clock.  At  the  end  or  9  days  he  re- 
sumption, for  the  two  sexes,  as  far  as  it  ported  that  he  had  had  no  pain  since 
can  be  estimated  by  the  attendance  at  the  day  before,  when  it  lasted  one  hour 
an  hospital,  is  in  the  proportion  of  instead  of  six.  He  continued  free  from 
about  7  to  3 ;  that  in  males,  comsump-  pain,  and  was  discharged  cured  on  the 
tive  cases  form  about  a  fourteenth  of  18th  day. 

the  whole  number  of  cases,  in  females  Mimo$i$  inquiela. — This  term  aptly 
about  a  thirty-third,  and  in  the  two  expresses  that  restless,  uneasy,  nervous 
sexes  jointly,  about  a  twentieth.  The  state  into  which  females  are  apt  to  be 
number  of  cases  of  phthisis  was  greatest  thrown  by  sudden  shocks,  by  long-con- 
in  the  first  quarter,  and  least  in  the  tinued  anxiety,  or  by  slow  drains  upon 
last,  the  numbers  for  the  four  quarters  the  system.  In  the  report  it  is  classed 
respectively  being  135,  124,  109,  85.  with  hyperlactatio,  which  is  one  of  its 
The  number  of  applications  was  greatest  most  common  causes,  but  it  might  per- 
in  January  and  May,  and  least  in  haps  be  more  correct  to  separate  them. 
November  and  December.  The  number  This  term  has  been  used  in  preference 
both  in  January  and  June  was  47i  to  the  cause  itself,  in  those  cases  where 
in  November  27,  and  in  December  the  cause  is  not  of  the  nature  of  a  dis- 
17.  The  males  were  in  excess  in  the  ense,  as  well  as  in  those  where  the  state 
first  quarter,  and  the  females  in  the  of  system  is  more  remarkable  than  the 
third.  cause  which  has  produced  it. 

The  value  of  the  pulse  as  suggestive  The  group  of  symptoms  which  cha- 
of  phthisis  was  well  shown  in  one  racterise  this  state  of  system  in  its  most 
case,  where  the  patient's  only  com-  marked  form  are^palpitation^  with  a 
plaint  was  headache.  The  pulse,  though  small,  quick,  and  frequent  pulse ;  dysp- 
only  68  in  the  sitting  postnre,  was  ncea;  tremblings,  shiverin^s,  occasional 
extremely  small  and  qmck,  and  the  flushings  of  the  face,  sudden  perspira- 
long  interval  existing  between  the  tions,  wandering  pains,  fixed  pain^  at 
beats  caused  it  to  be  estimated  much  the  top  or  back  of  the  head,  a  sensation 
lower  in  point  of  freouency.  This  led  of  cold  water  dripping  on  the  back  of 
to  an  examination  oi  the  chest,  when  the  head  and  down  the  spine;  giddi- 
there  was  found  great  dulness  on  per-  ness,  loss  of  recollection,  low  spirits, 
cnssion  under  both  clavicles,  with  tu-  ill-founded  apprehensions  (sometimes  a 
bular  respiration  under  the  right,  and  fear  of  committing  some  great  crime), 
crepitus  and  prolonged  expiratory  mur-  sleep  disturbed  by  nideous  dreams,  from 
mur  above  and  beneath  tne  left.  The  which  the  patient  wakes  startled,  start- 
small  and  quick  pnlse,  with  or  without  ing  at  tlie  slightest  noise;  anorexia, 
increased  fii^quency,  should  always  lead  flatulence,  constipation, 
to  ail  examination  of  the  chest,  even  All  these  symptoms  are  not  present 
when  no  other  symptom  of  phthisis  is  in  all  cases,  but  many  of  them  are 
pKsent.  If  to  these  characters  there  usually  combined.  There  is  sometimes 
be  added  great  increase  of  freouency,  tenderness  of  the  spine,  with,  reflected 
there  is  the  strongest  probability  of  muscular  pains,  and  sometimes,  though 
phthisis.  These  observations  of  course  rarely,  well-marked  hysteria, 
apply  only  to  the  male,  as  the  pulse  it  The  principal  causes  of  this  state  are 
naturally  more  frequent  in  the  female,  the  following:— fright;  longr-continued 
and  is  increased  in  frequency  by  almost  anxiety  or  grief ;  great  fatigue ;  long 
every  complaint,  functional  or  organic,  watching ;  change  of  life;  suppression 
to  wnich  she  is  subject.  of  the  menstrual   dischar^  in   per- 

Gttrodfnia. — ^A  case  of  intermittent  sons  of  middle  age  ;  debilitating  dis- 

neuralgic  pain  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach  charges,  as  hyperlactatio,  leucorrhcea, 

is  recorded  as  occurring  in  a  bricklayer,  menorrhagia,  diarrhosa ;  repeated  loss  of 

set.  69.  The  pain  came  on  every  mom-  blood.    It  is  also  frequently    present 
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during  coBTaisecnioe  from  debilitating  of  which  the  eye  is  composed,    tf  It  he 

diaeasea.    In  one  case  of  a  female,  mL  employed  weak,  it  diminishes  the  ▼!• 

39,  the  disease  came  on  after  a  wbUl  of  tahty   of    the   orsaui   lessening   the 

77  miles  in  three  days.    The  tieatment  ^gour  of  the  circulation,  and,  as  lo  its 

of  this  disease,  in  addition  to  the  re-  action,  it  may  be  compared   to    the 

moTal  of  the  ascertained  cause,  and  the  action  of  cold  water  applied  to   oar 

regulatiwi  of  the  functions  of  the  ali-  tissues.    If,  on  the  contraiv,  it  be  em- 

mentary  canal,  consists  in  a  combination  ployed  Strang,  it  acts  as  other  eaosdcB^ 

of  tonics  and  sedatives.    I  have  found  whose  action  has  great  analogr  to  that 

the  following  mixture  extremely  be-  of  intense  cold,  in  the  sense  that  they 

neficial.  arrest,  as  does  this  latter,  the  circola- 

..,.«.  ^   ^  ^  mi_-*  r\-fi  tion  in  parts  affected  by  obliteration 

Addi8idph.^.nj^-n.jTfaetO^^  ^^  ^1^^  ^^j^  j^  ^  ^^^  ^   j^ 

WIT.  j  Tlnct.  DigitaUfl,  nU«  5  '""«■•  decree 

Quaaaiie,  Jj—Si*'-  tcr  in  die.  f^  ^;  endeavour  to  observe  at  first 
This  mixture  may  perhaps  owe  part  the  action  of  cold  water  on  our  tissues, 
ofits  efficacy,  when  the  disease  is  caused  we  find,  *'that  when  applied  to  any 
by  debilitatmg discharges,  to  themineral  region,  it  constantly  deteimines^  but  in 
acid.  different  degrees,  a  revulsion  of  the 
Ne^irly  all  the  symptoms  now  de-  blood  towards  the  deeper  parts  of  the 
scribed  under  the  title  of  "  mimosis  body, — an  effect  made  evident  to  the 
inquieta,''  occurred  in  two  ^oung  men  observer  bv  the  decoloration,  the  ofM- 
who  had  injured  their  constitutions  by  ness,  and  the  diminution  in  volume,  of 
sexual  and  other  excesses.  The  same  the  part,  the  capillary  circulation  of 
treatment  was  adopted  with  the  best  whidi  is  slackened,  and  its  vitality 
effect.  lowered.  This  driving  back  of  the 
The  Report  for  1843  will  be  more  blood  towards  the  deeper  parts  presents 
complete  than  the  present  one,  inas-  variations  in  its  continuance  propor- 
mucn  as  the  registration  of  in-patients  tionate  to  the  continuance  of  the  aetion 
will  be  complete,  instead  of  embracing,  of  the  cold  water  on  the  recion  where 
as  in  the  present  Report,  only  about  two-  it  has  been  applied,  and  as  soon 
thirds  of  the  cases.  I  shall  also  hope  as  this  is  discontmued,  the  return  of 
to  introduce  into  the  Report  other  the  blood  whence  it  had  been  ex- 
points  of  interest,  pelled  by  the  influence  of  the  cold, 

IS  accomplished  with  a  force  which 

A  NEW  MODE  OF  EMPLOYING  THE  »  hi  relation  to  the  degree  of  tem- 

NITRATB  OP  SILVER  IN  CERTAIN  V^^%  °^  the  water  itself,  and  of 

npnTRATMfr  APTwmoNq.  ^^  tendency  which  the  region  prc- 

OPHTHALMIC  AFFECTIONS,  ^^^  ^  undergo  coupon  afresh. 

-^-  We  say,  then,  that  reaction  takes  place, 

2b  th§  Editor  t^ftki  MMetU  CkuHie.  a  state  which  it  is  important  to  avoid, 

gji^  since  it  acts  in  the  same  sense  as  the 

^  %      J  •    A-  AX,  dynamic  condition  which  we  seek  to 

The  enclosed  communicatiOT,  on  the  control  by  the   applicaUon  of  cold 

use  of  nitoite  of  silver  m  certain  aflfec-  water,-unless,  indeed,  it  be  applied 

tions  of  the  eye,  apresred  ma  number  externally,  wuk  a  view  to  exciti  this 

oftheGaMttedesBSpitauxoflastyea^  same  reaction.    The  circuhrfion  is  then 
by  Mons.  le  Docteur  Desmarres,  Pro- 


to  you,  for  insertaon  m  the  Medical  ^^^  ^       ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^ 

GA2ETTO.-I  am,  sir, ^^  .^  ^|^^  proportion  to  iU  intens%, 

YoOT  obedient  servant,  y^        opiniohs  We  been  offered  to 

William  Camp,  M.D.  Bdin.         j^^  '[^  ^^^     ^    Poiseiille  ad- 

50, Green Stree^OronrwOTSqnMtj,  vanced,  in  1836.  "  that  in  the  interior 

'  of  the  vessels  there  is  a  thin  layer  of 

The  question  we  would  first  propose  liquid,  and  that  this  thickens  in  pi<o* 

to  ourselves  is,  what  is  the  action  of  portion  as  the  temperature  is  lowered, 

the  nitrate  of  silver  on  the  membranes  so  that  there  results  a  constantly  in- 
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oreamng  obstacle  to  the  ptognn  of  the  we  empk>T  cold  water— it  will  be  neces- 

globulee  of  the  blood ;  then,  the  veasek  jary  to  taJLe  certain  precautions,  so  that 

of  the  periphery  receiving  less  blood,  the  reaction  so  senoos  in  diseases  of 

this  fluid  sU^nates  in  those  of  the  the  eye  do  not  supervene,  as  it  would 

viscera,  and  ofthe  interior  of  the  body.  tnfEdlibly  in  a  limb  submitted  during 

The  same  opinion  has  been  advanced  an  hour,  for  example,  to  the  application 

by  M.  Guerard."  of  cold  water,  which  is  suddenly  dis^ 

On  the  other  hand,  Messrs.  Beraid  continued, 
jeune  et  Denouvilliers  express  them-  It  is  easy  now  to  imagine  what  would 
selves  as  follows  on  the  reaction  whidi  infallibly  happen,  but  by   the  most 
takes  place  in  a  x>art  suddenly  chilled  happy  chance,  when,  in  an  inflamma- 
(Compendium  de  Chirureie)  z-^**  All  tion  of  the  external  tunics  of  the  eye, 
these  symptoms— the  swemng,  the  red-  without  intolerance  of  light  (a  lym- 
ness,  the  itchings — may  continue   to  phatic  conjunctivitis,  a  superficial  vas- 
increase,  and  then  a  true  inflammation  cular  inflammation  of  the  cornea,  an 
is  established.    This  is  variable  accord-  atonic  ulcer,  &c.,)  we  prescribe  a  weak 
ing  to  the  intensity  of  the  cold,  and  astringent  collyrium  to  be  applied  by 
^vsents  exactly  the  stages  which  are  -some  drops^daily.  The  blood  feebly  and 
observed  in  burns.    Thus,  there  is  a  momentarily  expelled  from  the  capil* 
simple  erythema,  or  a  phlyctenais  pro-  laries,  soon  arrives  there  again  with  a 
duced,  and,  after  the  removal  of  the  force  and  rapidity  in  inverse  proportion 
epidermis,  the  sur&ce  may  suppurate  at  once  to  tne  astringency  ofthe  colly- 
and  inflame."  rium,  and  to  the  frequency  of  its  in- 
These  quotations  express  so  perfectly  stillations  into  the  eye.    This  organ, 
the  opinion  that  we  have  fonned  by  an  from  the  moment  when  the  first  drop  of 
exactand  frequent  obsefvation,  that  we  collyrium  is  introduced,  becomes  in- 
have  thought  it  well  to   give  them  jectedthrooghout,  and  theparts,  healthy 
verbatim.  until  then,  submitted  to  its  action,  re- 
Is  it  necessary  at  i^esent  to  develope  act  in  like  manner  to  the  parts  diseased, 
more  at  length  this  idea,  namely,  that  resist  sometimes  a  first  application,  and 
there  is  a  similitude  of  action  on  our  resume  their  normal  colour,  bat  soon 
tissues  between  astringents  and  cold  actu^ly  inflame,  if  the  instillations  are 
water,  between  caustics   and  intense  repeated,  especially  at  considerable  in- 
oM  f     The  following   definition   of  tervals.  Thus  the  conjunctiva  reddens, 
astringents,  by  Cullen,  will  snflice  to  then  inflames,  the  sclerotic  coat  be- 
remove  all  doubt.    They  are,  sajp  this  comes  covered  with  vessels,  the  pupil 
author,  substances  which,  appued  to  contracts,  photophobia  and  epiphora 
the  human  body,  produce  contraction  supervene,  and  all  the  serious  chances 
and  condensation  of  the  soft  parts,  and  of  a  violent  external  ophthalmia,  very 
tfa^wbv   increase    their    density  and  often  of  an  internal  ophthalmia  more  or 
their  force  of  cohesion;  they  tighten  less  intense,  with  their  troublesome 
the  tissue  of  the  organs  with  which  consequences,  remain  to  the  practi- 
tbey  are   brought  into  contact,  and  tioner.    It  is  then  necessary  to  have 
determine  a  local  turgescence  by  ap-  recourse  to  the  antiphlogistic  treatment, 
proximating  the  walls  of  the  vessels  to  particularly  to  free  oleedinffs,  to  oppose 
the  fluids  contained  in  them."    As  to  this   terrible  reaction,  which   might 
caustics,  do  they  not  destroy  the  parts  have  been  prevented  by  a. better  treat- 
they  touch  P    In  this  their  action  does  mont,  and  to  which,  now,  the^  limits 
it  not  resemble,  in  some  respects,  that  cannot  be  assigned.    Am  I  deceived  in 
of  intense  cold,  which,  like  them,  pro-  stating,  that  it  is  precisely  because  at- 
duces  an  eschar,  a  true  ^ngrene,  local  tention  has  not  been  directed  to  this 
and   oircumscribed,  winch  varies   in  reaction  hitherto  that  the  administra- 
the  rapidity  of  its  formatioa,  its  colour,  tion  of  the  remedy  has  so  often  ftiiled 
its  extent,  its  thickness,  its  density?  in  cases  where  it  was  notwithstand- 
In  pnnninff  our  idea,  do  we  not  arrive  ing  indicated  ? 

at  theconcTision  that  we  have  sought?  In  general,  I  do  not  employ  the  ni- 

That  the  nitrate  of  silver  acts  as  as-  trate  of  silver  in  a  very  weak  form,  for 

stringents,  or  as  cold  water,  if  it  be  .the  reasons  above  given,  because  the 

weak-*-6r  as  caustics,  and  as  intense  cold,  reaction  is  so  much  the  more  to  be 

if  it  be  strong.    Then,  if  we  employ  it  fbared  as    we  employ   remedies  less 

weak,  or  as  an  astringent--^thatistosay,  strong.  It  must  not  be  supposed,  how 
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eyet;  that  I  administer  it  as  a  caustic,  on  the  contrary,  I  intfreime  the  stirength 
as  the  partisans  of  the  ectrotic  method  of  the  collyrinm^  one  and  a  half,  two, 
recommend,  for  I  have  known   that  or  three  gndns  of  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
it  is  better  always  to  preserve  a  proper  If  I  cannot  see  the  patient  until  after 
medium  between  these  two  extremes.  twenty»fonr  honrs,  I  preseribe  imme- 
The  reason  of  it  is,  perhaps,  in  the  first,  diately  a  coUyrium  a  little  stronger, 
that  an  eschar  once  formed  removes  the  and  I  have  nothing  to  fear.    In  some 
subjacent  tissues  from  the  action  of  the  cases,  in  which  I  cannot  trust  to  the 
Gollyrium,    and    that   nothing    then  perseverance  or  the  good  will  of  the 
hinders  further  the  reaction  from  com-  patient,  I  recommend  fomentations  of 
promisine  all.    We  may  judge  of  it,  iced  water  to  assist  the  action  of  the 
besides,  bv  the  swelling  of  the  eyelids  coUyrium.    However,  I  ought  to  say 
which  in  this  case  follows  the  applica-  this  has  but  seldom  occurred  to  me  in 
tion  of  the  caustic.    The  strength  of  more  than  sixty  cases.    After  twenty- 
the  coUyrium  which  I  employ  varies  four  hours,  reaction  does  not  supervene, 
from  40  to  90  centigrammes  of  crys-  but  the  intolerance   of  light  is  not 
tallized  nitrate  of  silver  to  10  grammes  always  subdued  completely,  althougti 
of   water.      These    proportions     re-  the  injection  of  the  external  tonics  of 
duced  to  English  weights  are  as  follows :  the  eye  is  usually  diminished ;  and  in 
namely,  from  7  to  i5grains  of  nitrate  of  this  case,  as  in  the  other,  I  increase 
silver  to  2i  drachms  of  water,  accord-  the  strength  of  the  coUyrium,  and  after 
ing  as  the  photophobia  is  less  or  more,  forty-eight   hours,    rarely   more,    the 
according  also  as  it  is  more  or  less  recent,  ophthalmia  is  at  its  second  stage*— I 
as  in  inveterate  scrofulous  ophthalmic  mean  the  acute  form  no  longer  exists, 
affections;  for  example,  casesin  which  we  Then  the  instUlations  are  repeated  less 
act  more  viforouslv  act  first.    In  this  often — every  hour,  for  example;   at 
proportion  tne  colly rium  but  seldom  length  discontinued,  and  then  replaced 
whitens  themucous  membrane  of  the  eye.  by  a  general  appropriate  treatment, 
(this,  however,  sometimes  happens  with        This  method  has,  over  others,  the 
the  eyes  of  very  young  children,  but  great  advantage  of  avoiding  an  anti- 
then    I    take   care   to   diminish   the  phlogistic  treatment  more  or  less  long 
strength  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  recom-  and  energetic,   in   eases   of  patients 
mending  more  frequent  instillations),  affected    with    intolerance    or    light. 
This  done,  the  most  important  indica-  always  directed,  or  at  least  very  often, 
tion  to  attend  to  is  to  prescribe  to  the  against  the  photophobia  itself.    It  is 
patient  repeated  instiUations  into  the  of  the  greatest  moment  to  have  recourse 
eye,  every  naif  hour  during  twenty-four  to  it,  especially  when  we  have  to  treat 
hours  without  interruption.    In  some  lymphatic  or  scrofulous  individuals,  in 
rare  cases  it  is  necessary  to  go  on  with  whom  repeated  losses  of  blood  are  not 
the  instillation  every  quarter  of  an  without  danger.    Ic  replaces,  in  itself 
hour  during   the    first  two  or  three  alone,  bleeiing,    leeches,    purgatives, 
hours  of  the  treatment    I  take  care  to  and   the   entire   pharmaceutical  and 
forewarn  the  patient  that,  during  these  chirurgical  arsenal,  in  the  acute  period 
two  or  three  nours,  he  will  experience  of  ophthalmia.    It  arrests  with  cer- 
considerable  pain,  because  this  is  the  tainty  the  increase  of  inflammation, 
usual  period  necessary  for  tolerance  to  and  opposes   advantageously  the  in- 
become  established ;  but  that  after  that  tolerance  of  light,  in  the  space  of  from 
time  the  pain  will  become  very  sup-  twenty-four  to  thirty-six  hours.   Moi«* 
portable,   and   will    be    followed   by  over,  we  may  always  have  recourse  to 
evident    amelioration,    which    is    in-  it  without  inconvenience  in  case  of  the 
variably  the  case.     In  this  manner  the  reappearance  of  the  ophthalmia,  whilst 
diseased  eye  is  not  liable  to  reaction,  it  is  not  always  possible  to  resort  to 
because  the  force  of  repercussion  acting  local  or  general  bleedings, 
in  a  continued  manner,  maintains  the        Do  not  let  it  be  supposed  that,  as  an 
vessels  in  a  state  of  contraction  which  exclusive  partisan  of  the  nitrate  of 
this  reaction  is  unable  to  o\ercome.    If  silver,  I  maintain  that  this  remedy, 
I  can  see  the  patient  five  or  six  hours  employed  in  this  manner,  can  supersede 
after  the  instillation  of  the  first  drop,  I  every   other   remedy  t   far   from    it  ; 
judgeby  the  state  of  the  organ  whether  for  all  is  not  done  when  th%  photo- 
or  not  the  reaction  tends  to  supervene,  phobia  is  subdued :  on  the  contrary,  it 
and  then,  if  not,  I  continue;  if  it  do,  is  then  that  all  the  sagacity  of  the 
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|HractitioDer  is  needed,  and  all  hig  skill  *,  William  Street,  Knkiitslnidge, 

in  ophthalmology,  in  order  to  employ  ^bruary  lo,  if4S. 

xemediea  cajpable  of  restoring  the  orean  Dear  sir, — 1  think  you  saw  McKay's 

to  its  normal  condition.    It  is  then  that  daughter  seven  or  eight  days  after  my 

purgatives,  slight  astringent  collyria,  first  attendance,  during  which  time  I 

and,  at  a  later  period,  canterization  of  gave  her  repeated  doses  of  calomel  and 

the  ^nulations  with  sulphate  of  cod-  black  draught ;  the  first  dose  I  think 

per,  if  there  be  any  und^  the  eyelufs,'  was  three  grains  of  calomel  given  on  a 

are    of    the    greatest    service;    and  Thursday  night;  and  following  morning 

lastly,  it  is  at  this  moment  that  we  aperient  draughts.     I  saw  her  on  the 

should  commence  an  appropriate  gene-  Friday ;   the  calomel  was  retained  in 

lal  treatment.  the  stomach,  but  the  draught  vomited; 

she  complained  of  pain  in  the  head  and 

nausea.    I  ordered  foiur  grains  of  calo- 

CASE  or  mel  to  be  taken  that  evening,  with  the 

£T£RCORACEOUS  VOMITING  SUC-  *^°"*  draught  in  the  morning,  which  I 

CESSPULLY  TREATED.  Tn.'f  JL^^^riTM  ^  U  consequenUy  did 

not  see  her  till  Monday  jnoming,  when 

I  learnt  that  the  draught  lu3  been 

7b  ihe  Ediior  ef  ike  Medteai  Gmtte,  vomited,  and  no  action  on  the  bowels  ; 

she  slept  a  good  deal ;   the  pulse  was 

Sir,  pretty  regular ;  but  still  complained  of 

It  is  not  of  very  frequent  occurrence  vertigo.     I  again  repeated  the  calomel, 

that  cases  of  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  combined  with  catfiartic  extract  and 

in  which  stercoraceous  vomiting  super-  aperient  draught    When  I  saw  her  on 

¥enes,  have  a  favourable  issue.     The  Tuesday,  the  latter  had  been  vomited, 

following  case  is  interesting,  both  from  and  the  sickness  increased,  with  heema- 

its  beinfi^  an  exception  to  the  general  tamesis.     Saline  mixture,  with  small 

rule,  and  from  the  cause  which  induced  doses  of  hvdrocvanic  acid,  was  then 

the  obstruction.    And  it  is  singular  that  given,  to  allay  the  nausea.    I  saw  her 

just  about  ten  days  before  the  case  now  on  Wednesday ;  she  told  me  the  saline 

reported  came  under  my  notice,  another  mixture  made  her  more  sick.     Small 

very  serious  case  of  intestinal  obstruc-  doses  of  calomel  were  then  given  every 

tion,  brought  on  by  eating  the  dried  three  or  four  hours,  with  a  strong  ape* 

and  burnt  com  from   which   Hunt's  rient  dose  occasionally.  It  was  after  tnis 

cofiee  is  made,  was  successfully  treated  that  the  stercoraceous  vomiting  com- 

by  me.    In  this  last  case,  however,  the  menced,  and  you  saw  the  case,  and 

grave  symptom  of  stercoraceous  vomit-  ordered  the   turpentine  enema,   with 

ing  was  not  present,  although  the  ob-  castor  oil,  and,  I  think,  calomel  in  small 

struction  had  lasted  ten  days.  doses.     The  following  day  you  pre- 

The  report  of  the  case  which  Mn  scribed  six  ounces  of  mercury,  and  the 

Doughty    has   furnished   in    the   ac-  tobacco  enema;  six  teen  ounces  of  which, 

companying  letter,  which  he  has  ad-  Pharmacopceia  strength, I  administered, 

dressed  to  me,  is  so  concise  and  dis-  This  produced  syncope  and  cold  sweat, 

tinct,  that  I  have  little  or  nothii^  to  This  was  on  the  Friday.    I  think  on 

add  to  it,  andshall  simply  solicit  a  place  the  following  day,  eight  ounces  more 

for  it  in  the  columns  of  your  distin-  mercury  was  given,  and  the  tobacco 

guished  journal.    I  shall  only  observe,  smoke,  to  the  extent  of  five  or  six  whi£&, 

that  I  ordered  the  tobacco  infusion  and  was  administered ;  and  in  the  course  of 

smoke  enemata  on  the  supposition  that  the  day,  croton  oil  per  mouth  and  rec- 

the  formidable  symptoms  which  were  tum ;  and  the  following,  or  second  dav 

present  might  possibly  be   owing  to  after,  Uie  tobacco  smoke  was  again  used, 

some  obscure  hernia,  although  the  most  and  after  it  an  assafoetida  enema  was 

careful    examination,    both    on    Mr.  given ;  but  I  forget  the  respective  days, 

Doughty's  part  and  my  own,  could  not  After  the  latter  was  ^ven  we  began  to 

detect  any  palpable  evidence   of  the  have  copious  evacuations,  and  the  whole 

existence  of  any  such  accident.  of  the  mercury  passed. 

I  am,  sir,  In  the  evacuations  there  was  a  sub* 

Tour  obedient  servant,  stance  very  much  like  cofiee  grounds, 

Robert  Dick.  and,  on  questioning  Mrs.  M'Eay,  I 

Upper  John  Street,  Golden  Square.  learnt  that  her  daughter  was  in  the 
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habit  of   chewing  whole  coffee  veiy  gowrie,aTetirediiftval«arge<m,ofgreat 

freely ;  she  would  keep  it  in  her  pocket  ability  and  expenence,  having  vinted 

for  that  purpose.    Is  it  not  probable  him,  and  being  of  opinion  that   the 

that  this  was  the  primary  cause  of  this  principal  cause  of  the  symptoms  was 

obstinate  case  of  obstruction  ?  the  contractton  of  the  lumbar  muscles, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  recommended  that  he  should  consult 

£.  D.  DouoHTY.  me,    I  was  called  to  see  him  on  the 

To  Dr.  Dick.  6th  of  May  following ;  Dr.  Fenton,  a 

physician  residing  in  Alyth,  and  Mr. 


CASB  OF  raton,  a  snreeon  beloneing  to  Dundee, 

SPINAL  CURVATURE  CURED  BY  accompanied  me.  We  found  him  lying 

SECTION  OF  THE  DORSAL  ®?  }^^  ^^^  ^^  ^    "^^    *    "™S 

ii#TTcsr>TVQ  Stretched   across   hia   abdomen,   and 

_r^'  festened  to  the  sides  of  his  bed,  so  as 

«-  MM.    «j-^      ^  ji    «x.^.-^f  n^^^t*^  to  prevent  his  limbs  from  being  drawn 

Ta  ike  Editor  ^the  Medteal  Gczette.  ^^^^^  ^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^ 

Snty  ^  onl^  pqsitian  he  could  occui>y  without 
I  WILL  feel  obliged  by  your  inserting  their  doing  so.  On  examining  his 
in  an  earlv  number  me  following  case  spine,  I  found  the  cervical  portion  in 
of  successnil  cure  of  spinal  curvature  its  natural  healthy  position  :  about  the 
by  operation,  should  you  deem  it  sixth  dorsal  vertebra  a  considerable 
worthy  of  a  pliice  in  your  excellent  projection  existed :  from  this  point  to 
journal. — I  am,  sir,  ^  the  sacrum  there  was  ^;reat  anterior 
Your  obedient  servant,  curvature  of  the  remaimn^  dorsal  ver- 
Robert  Cocks,  M.D.  Surgeon.  tebree  and  lumbar  portion  of  the 
Dimdee^  Feb.  27, 1843.  Spine ;  SO  great  that  the  upper  lumbar 
J.  L.  Alyth,  Forfarshire,  cet.  25,  vertebrae,  situated  at  the  centre  of  the 
strumous  haoit,  nervous  sanguine  tern-  curve,  could  scarcely  be  distinguished 
perament.  Stated  that  he  was  bred  a  under  the  integuments  and  muscles, 
stone-mason,  became  a  private  soldier  From  the  dorsal  curve  to  the  sacral 
in  1834,  left  his  regiment  without  leave,  promontory  a  tense  band  of  muscles 
and,  in  consequence,  was  placed  in  was  stretched  along  at  each  side  of  tlie 
solitary  confinement.  His  cell  was  spinal  column,  that  on  the  left  side 
cold,  damp,  and  not  heated  by  any  being  most  prominent.  The  limbs  re- 
means.  He  was  detained  in  it  for  two  quired  to  be  held  down,  but  when  the 
months,  viz.  from  November  1835  to  bands  of  tense  muscular  fibres  were 
January  1836.  On  being  liberated,  his  pressed  with  the  hand,  the  inclination 
health  was  found  to  be  considerably  to  turn  them  upwards  was  irresistible, 
impaired,  and  the  Army-Surgeon  hav-  and  could  only  be  overcome  by  con- 
ing shortly  afterwards  pronounced  him'  siderable  force.  The  patient  was  per- 
to  be  unfit  for  service,  he  was  dis-  fectly  unable  to  move  himself  in  oed, 
chai;ged.  For  the  three  following  years  neither  could  he  stand  erect  without 
he  occasionally  complained  of  severe  support:  when  his  limbs  were  flexed 
pain  in  tl^e  back,  near  the  sixth  dorsal  he  could  extend  them  without  assist- 
vertebra,  and  pain  in  the  abdomen  and  ance,  and  the  integuments  over  the 
left  shoulder.  Medicine  afforded  him  projections  in  the  dorsal  and  sacral 
temporary  relief.  In  February  1839,  regions  were  livid  and  partially  de- 
the  pain  in  the  back  became  so  severe  nuded  of  cuticle,  from  the  pressure  of 
that  ne  was  unable  to  lie  in  bed,  and  his  body  being  principally  on  them. 

Senerallv  passed  the  greater  part  of  He   was    much    emaciated,   and  his 

tie  nignt  walking  in  his  apartment  general  health  greatly  impaired.    On 

The  only  position  in  whicn  he  ex-  consulting  with  my  medical    friends 

periencea  ease  was  when  he  supported  they  concurred  with  me  as  to  the  pro- 

nimself  on  two  chain,  with  his  back  priety  of  dividing   the  tense   sacro- 

near  the  fire.    At  this  time  the  spine  lumbar  muscles, 
became  deformed.    In  March  1840,  he       The  patient  being  laid  on  his  face, 

had  lost  all  power  of  motion  in  the  with  several  pillows  under  the  abdomen, 

lower  extremities,  and  was  admitted  a  so  as  to  render  the  muscles  of  the  back 

patient  in  the  Dundee  Royal  Infirmair,  as  tight  as  possible,  the  lower  extre- 

where  he  remained  four  weeks.     In  mities   extended,  and   kept   in   that 

April    1841,    Dr.    Boyter    of    Blair-  position^  I  introduced  a  long  straight 
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*FBtonry  at  the  MSettftft  of  the  mus-  patient  walked  half  a  mile  oti  the  233, 

vular  band,  on  the  left  side,  about  three  and  that  no  turning  up  of  the  right 

Inches  from  the  spine,  on  a  line  with  limb,  or  inversion   of  the  foot,  had 

the  second  Inmbaf  vertebra,  and  thrust  existed  since  the  last  operation.** 

it  dnwaida under  the  integuments,  until  This  poor  man  continued  steadily  to 

ft  came  in  contact  witn  the  spinous  improve ;  and  in'  the  summer  of  last 

process;  then,  turning  the  cutting  edge  year  I  considered   him  perfectly  re- 

to  the  muscles,  in  the  act  of  witn-  covered.    He  has  been  for  some  time 

drawing   the   knife   the   fibres  were  employed  as  a  village   schoolmaster, 

divided,  and   parted   asunder  several  standing  for  many  hours  daily  without 

inches  with  an  audible  sotmd.    The  any  inconvenience  to  himself^  and  he 

external  wound  was  then  closed  with  occasionally  walks  six  miles,  or  up- 

strap.    A  little  tightness  being   still  wards,  on  business  or  pleasure,  without 

apparent  on  the  same  side,  the  knife  expenencing  any  difficulty  whatever, 
was  again  introduced  over  the  last  rib, 
and  using  it  as  a  guide,  the  muscular 

fibres  of  me  sacro-lumbalis  and  longis-  ESSAYS  OS  tHE  DISEASES 

simus  dorsi  were  freely  divided,  the  "                         ovthb 

external  opening  being  closed  as  before  HEART,  GBE AT  VESSELS.  AND 

The  corresponding  muscles  on  the  nght  r.,nin.TiT  *  i^Ti^Tr^  »*  tttJL 

side  of  the  spin!  were  divided  in  a  CIRCULATING  FLUID. 

similar  manner,  opposite  the  second  gy  r^  Willis,  M.D. 

lumbar  vertebra ;  a  bandage  was  then  Lecturer  on  tbe  Principles  »d  pinctice  of  Medi- 

applied   so  as  to  retain  the  dressings  cim  in  the  AlderarateStreet  School  of  Medicine, 

tVi   sitH,      During    the    operation    the  ^P^cian  tolhe  Royil  Inllnnarf  for  Chil- 

patient  lost  httfe  blood,  and  felt  no  '       (Coui««»d  fhnn  p.  774.] 

Sam  of  any  consequence.    After  the  *•                      "^       ^ 

ivision  of  the  muscles,  there  appeared  ^^^  '*'  Medicai  Gnztitt.) 

no  inclination  to  turn  the  limbs  np-  

•*May  21  St.— The  external  openings  The  vibrations  excited  in  the  colnmn 

on  the  left  side  united  bv  the  first  in-  of  circttlatinff  fluid  which  have  thas  far 

tention ;  that  on  the  rigfit  dischargr^d  been  studied  through  the  medium  of 

a  little  dark-coloured  blood  for  several  the  ear,  sometimes  become  distinctlv 

days,  but  on  the  sixth  day  after  the  appreciable  by  the  sense  of  touch.    Vi- 

operation  it  had  also  completely  cica-  brations  of  this  descriptioa   are   de- 

trized.    Prom  this  time  he  gradually  scribed  nndcr  the  title  of  tremor^  vwr- 

improved,  and    on  the  fifteenth  day  ring  tremori,  or  Mrt7/«.    An  excellent 

i.fter  the  section  of  the  muscles,  he  was  idea  of  their  g^eral  character  is  con- 

al)le,  with  some  assistance,  to  walk  a  veyed  to  the  mind  through  the  hand 

little  way  from  the  door  of  his  cottage.  appKed  to  the  body  of  a  cat,  when  it  Is 

"June  20th.— The  divided  muscles  making  that  purring  noise  so  fiuaaiwly 

are  again  united ;  no  pain  is  experienced  known  as  the  expression  of  satisfaction 

on  pressing  them  with  the  fingers,  but  hy  the  animal.    The  thriU  which  is 

a  little  tension  is  apparent  in  the  Ion-  felt  in  the  walls  of  the  chest  in  sneak- 

gissimus  dorsi  of  the  right  side,  pro-  ing  or  Singing  in  the  bass  clef,  is  always 

ably  arising  from  some  muscular  fibre  similar  to  that  which  accompanite  cer- 

remaining  undivided,  now  become  tense  tain  diseases  of  the  heart  ana  arteries, 

in  consequence  of  the  straightening  of  Corvisart  appears  to  have  been  the 

the  spinid  column.    There  is  also  a  fiwt  who  noticed  a  tremor  or  thrill 

tendency  to  turn  up  the  right  limb,  in  connection  with  diseases  of  the  heart: 

and  invert  the  foot.    He  can  walk  a  he  speaks  of  it  as  "a  peculiar  tremor 

considerable  distance  with  the  aid  of  an  (bruissement)  difficult  of  description, 

ordinary  walking-cane.                          .  sensible  to  the  hand  appKed  over  the 

"July  I5th.— The  teripe  fibres  of  the'  precordial  region,  and  also,  but  in  a 

sacro  lumbaiis  and  loiiffissimus  dorsi  less    marked   manner,  to   the  finser 

muscles  were  again  divided  by  me  as  engaged  in  feeling  the  pulse."     He 

formerly ;  and  the  wound  united  by  the  held,  that  its  occurrence  was  connected 

finst  intention.  with  contraction  and  ossification  either 

••  25th.— Dr.  Fenton  writes,  that  the  of  the  left  auriculo-ventricular,  or  of 

797>— xxu.  3  E 
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the  aortic  orifice  of  l^e  heart.    This  spoken  of  a  murmar  and  thrill  which, 
view  of  Corvisart  has  heen  amply  con-  al though  intrinsic  and  oreanic  in  tact, 
firmed  by  all  his  successors  in  the  field  he  treats  lightly,  and  as  of  no  great  sig- 
of  observation :  purring  tremor  in  the  nificance,  m  so  far  as  the  patient's 
precordial  region  almost  certainly  de-  chance  of  life  is  concerned.     *'  The 
notes  contraction  of  one  or  other  of  the  auriculo-ventricular  valves,"  he  savs 
orifices— in  the  great  majority  of  in-  (p.  126),  **  more  frequently  that  of  the 
stances,  of  the  aortic  orifice — of  the  left  than  of  the  right  orifice,  may  he- 
heart.    Laennec,  for  instance,  speaking  come  the  seat  of  a  lesion  of  their  ex- 
of  the  purring  tremor,  says, ''  It  is  met  tremity,    which    prodnces    a     tremor 
with  in  almost  every  case  in  which  (frottement  vibratile)  of  the  highest 
there  is  contraction,  to  any  extent,  of  intensity.    This  lesion  consists  in  an 
the  orifices  of  the  heart  y'  but  then  excessive  development  of  the  valve  at 
he    adds :    "  I    have   frequently  met  its  sammit.    In  this  case,  the  mem- 
with    it,  however,  where    there  was  branous  edge  forms  a  marein  turned  in 
no    organic    disease    of    the   heart ;  towards  the  cavity  of  the  ventricle, 
in  which  case,  it  was  very  probably  where  it  stands  out  in  relief,  two  or  three 
connected  with  a  particular  modifica-  millimetres  thick;  the  tendons  of  the 
tion  of  the  innervation."    This  is  an  columns  cameae  pass  behind  this  pro- 
explanation  that  will  scarcely  be  ad-  jectinged^e,  and  are  inserted  at  its  base, 
mitted  in  the  present  day ;  but  the  The  margin  of  the  valve  thus  amplified 
assurance  that  there  maybe  purring  is  smooth  in  diflerent  degrees,  often 
tremor  without  organic  disease,  forces  thickened,  generally  fibrous,  and  some- 
us  upon  the  conclusion  that  its  causes  times  fibro-cartilaginous.      This  val- 
difier  in  different  instances ;  and  that  vular  implication,  which  is  firouently 
it  is  most  necessary  to  be  aware  of  this  connected  with  no  other,  if  it  oe  not 
fact  in  order  to  escape  errors  in  diag-  an  hypertrophy^  of  the  col  umneecameip, 
nosis  of  the  most  unpleasant  kind.  occasions  purring  tremor  of  the  loudest 
We  have  already  seen,  that  what-  kind.    The  thrill  is  systolic,  and  the 
ever  excites  vibrations  in  the  column  accompanying  murmur  so  distinct,  that 
of  circulating  fluid   is   competent   to  in  the  majonty  of  cases  it  is  heard  by 
produce  preternatural  murmurs ;  it  is  the  patient,  and  sometimes  even  by  the 
precisely  the  same  with  reference  to  medical  attendant,  without  the  aid  of 
thrills  or  purring  tremors,  which  are  auscultation.    The  blood,  whilst  ponr- 
now  known  to  occur  in  circumstances  ing  into  the  ventricles  during  the  dias- 

Erecisely  similar   to   those  in  which  tolc,  meets  the  mitral  and   tricuspid 

el  lows    and    rasping    murmurs    are  valves  in  a  state  of  relaxation,  and  its 

heard,  now  in  connection  with  organic  course  is  not  interrupted  by  the  salient 

disease — contraction  of  the  aortic  ori-  margin  of  the  summit  of  the  valves, 

fice  in  especial,  and  aniin,  in  connection  which  is  turned  back  towards  the  cavity 

with  anffimic  and  cnlorotic  states,  in  of  the  ventricle ;  there  is  consequently 

which  the  blood  is  poor  in  quality  and  no  unusual  sound  at  this  period.    But 

insufficient  in  quantity,  and  in  which  when  the  systole  takes  place,  the  auri- 

it  is  consequently  more  than  commonly  culo-ventricular   valves  are   rendered 

apt  to  be  tnrown  into  a  state  of  vibra-  tense,    and   brought    into    the    most 

tion.    The  causes,  in  fact,  of  murmurs  favourable  conditions  for  entering  into 

and  of  tremors  are  identical,  and  the  vibration,  the  current  of  blood  deter- 

one  very  constantly  accompanies  the  mined  by  the  action  of  the  ventricles 

other;  ablowing  murmur  of  considera'  encountering  the  projecting  and  now 

ble   intensity  may,  indeed,  be  heard  tense  margin  of  the  valve,  causes  it  to 

without  any  appreciable  tremor  j  but  a  vibrate.    In  this  way  is  produced  the 

tremor  is  scarcely  perceived  unaccom-  svstolic  tremor  in  those  simple  lesions  of 

panied  by  a  distinct  harsh  murmur.  the  valves  which  have  just  been  de- 

The  causes  of  tremor  are  usually  scribed.  The  tremor  is  so  well  marked 

within  the  heart,  and  situated,  probably  that  it   scarcely  escapes  the  auscul' 
four  times  in  five,  in  the  semilunar  '  tator,  or  even  the  patient;  it  causes 

aortic  valves.    M.  Gendnn^  has  lately  much  alarm,  and  yet  it  is  the  indica- 

' ■ tion  of  a  trifling  affection,  which  we 

*  Le?on«  sur  let  Maladies  duCaar  et  dea  have  never  seen  occasion  other  mis- 

Groaiea  Arthea,  rccueilliea  ct  pubh^a  sous  ws  nliinfc    ♦ti««    «.,»:««.,    :«    *.-«  *•*.• 

Yeux   par  Mirf.  Coison  et  iKihreuii  Hi'lion.  <^"*_f  ^^  than    anxiety  in  practitioners 

8V0.  i8#i-a.  and  patients.  We  are  consulted  several 
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Hmoa  every  year  in  Btmilar  cases;  we  with  inflammation  and  lymphatic  de« 

are  ^[nided  in  our  diagnosis  by  the  in-  position  on  the  surface  of  the  pericar- 

tensityof  the  systolic  tremor,  comoined  dimn.    They  are  then  depen^nt  on, 

with  the  absence  of  all  signs  of  hyi>er-  or  associated  with,  a  friction  murmur, 

trophy  of  the  heart,  or  of  contraction  The  vibration,  which  is  their  essence,  is 

of  the  orifices,  or  of  disease  in  the  si^-  engendered  by  the  rubbing  of  the  oppo- 

moid  valves,  and  of  any  disturbance  in  site  surfaces  of  the  pericardium  upon 

the  circulation  beyond  a  little  palpita-  one  another,  no  longer  separated  by  a 

tion  now  and  then,  due  rather  to  the  layer  of  fine  lubricating  synovial  fluid, 

anxietv  of  the  patient  than  to  any  dis-  but  by  one  of  a  more  watery  nature ; 

ease  of  the  heart."  or  perchance  they  are  in  immediate 

I  confess  that  I  do  not  entirely  un-  contact,  and  covered,  in  addition,  with 
derstand  this  passage,  nor  the  way  in  honev-comb  laminae  of  coagulable 
which  the  derormity  of  the  vaives  de-  lympn.  • 
scribed  can  produce  purring  tremor,  save  Purring  tremor  is  apt  to  vary  con- 
in  connection  with  regurcitation ;  and  siderably  in  its  intensity  at  different 
surely  reffurgitation,  wheuier  upon  the  times:  it  is  f^reatly  increased  in  dis- 
left  or  tne  right  auricle,  is  no  trifle,  tine tn ess  dunng  periods  of  increased 
If  this  puflln?  of  the  edse  of  the  auri-  energy  in  the  heart's  action.  Indistinct 
culo-ventricumr  valves  has  never  oc-  at  first,  pairing  tremor  increases  for  a 
casioned  other  mischief  than  anxiety  to  time  with  the  prosress  of  the  disease 
thepractitioner,andalarmtothepatient,  on  which  it  depends;  by  and  by,  how- 
how  was  its  existence  discovered  ?  To  ever,  it  declines  in  intensity ;  and  to- 
have  known  that  the  purring  tremor  wards  the  close  of  the  mnlady,  and  as 
which  existed  during  life  was  connected  the  heart  loses  power,  it  may  cease  to 
with  such  astateoftmaoriculo-vcntricu-  be  perceptible  at  all. 
lar  valve,  the  patient  ou^ht  to  have  been  uf  fnetion  murmurs . — ^These  mur- 
cut  off  by  some  intervening  disease,  and  murs,  as  pathognomonic  of  inflamma- 
the  actual  state  of  .things  about  the  heart  tion  of  the  pericardium,  are  most 
ascertained.  Possiblv  this  was  done ;  advantageously  studied  in  connection 
but  there  is  no  record  of  the  fact.  with   this    morbid    state.    It  will  be 

Thrills  or  purring  tremors  occurring  enough    if,  in    this    place,  the   most 

in  connection  with  other  symptoms  of  general  and  distinctive  characters  of 

disease  of  the  heart,  are  indications  not  murmurs  of  this  class  be  indicated. 

to  be  mistaken  of  the  serious  nature  of  Friction    murmurs,   then,  arc   very 

the  affection.    In  men  of  a  certain  age,  generally  double,  t.  e,  they  are  at  once 

and  who  have  lived  freely,  they  are  very  svstolic  and  diastolic,  the  former  of 

frequently  the  sureslevidence  of  an  aneu-  tnese  being   always  the  louder,  and 

rism  of  the  arch,  or  of  dilatation  of  the  frequently  remaining  perceptible  when 

aorta,  accompanied  with  roughening  of  the  latter  is  no  longer  appreciable.  Fric- 

its  intemalsurface.  The  situation  orthe  tion  murmurs  are  constantly  heard  as 

point  of  greatest  intensit]^  in  the  tremor,  very  close  to  the  ear ;  the  first  and  second 

ffuides  us  in  our  diagnosis  in  regard  to  sounds  are   perceived   through   them 

the  particular  orifice  or  part  that  is  its  at  a  relatively  much  greater  ^distance, 

seat.      Thrills    or    purrine    tremors.  They  never  extend  beyond  the  periods 

again,  when  they  occur  in  auiance  with  of  the  systole  and  diastole,  with  which 

ansmic  and  chlorotic  states,  especially  they  are  inseparably  connected.    They 

when  they  are  continuous,  are  not  to  are  not  very  constant  in  their  character. 

be  viewed  as  of  more  serious  import  They  vary  somewhat  either  in  the  pre- 

than  the  soft  blowing  murmurs  which  cise  point  where  they  are  heard  most 

are  heard  under  the  same  circumstances,  distinctly,  or  in  their  intensity,  in  the 

It    may   chance,    nevertheless,    that  course  of  a  few  minutes.    Systolic  fric- 

oniemia  or  chlorosis  may  be  associated  tion  murmurs  are  generally  most  dis- 

with  some  serious  disease  of  the  heart,  tinct  along  the  left  margin  of  the  pre- 

such  as  valvular   imperfection,    hy-  cordial  region,  and  towards  the  lower 

Sertrophy,   &c.,  induced  by   antece-  half,  or  apex  of  the  heart.    Diastolic 

ent  rneumatic  endo-  or  peri-carditis.  friction  murmurs,  a^ain,  are  usually 

Thrills  or  purring  tremors  are  not  most  obvious  about  the  middle  of  the 

always  nor  necessanly  intrinsic  to  the  precordial  region,  along   the  line  of 

heart;  they  are  sometimes  perceived  of  articulations  between  the  ribs  and  their 

considccable  intensity  in   connection  cartilages;  they  are  probably  auscultated 
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to  the  greatest  advantage,  in  the  ma-  Of  the  Nmttirmlmnd  Prettmahirtti  Mock 

jority  of  cases,  over  the  nipple.    They  and  SoMnHnftkt  Aftmet, 

never  extend  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Every  one  is  familiar  with  the  risinp 

the  precordial  region,  and  they  cannot  of  an  artery  under  the  finger,  which  w 

be  traced  along  tr.e  course  of  the  great  called  its  pulse.     Synchronoos  m  the 

arteries,   the   aorta,    carotids,  subcla-  larser  arterial  trunks  with  the  impulse 

vians,  &c.  ana  first  sound  of  the  heart,  the  pulse 

Friction  murmurs  have  very  different  of  the  smaller  and  more  distant  arteries 

degrees  of  intensity  in  different  cases:  lags  behind  the  beat  of  the  heart  in 

here  they  have  something  of  the  cha-  proportion  to  their  remoteness  from 

racter  of  the   soft  blowing  murmur,  the  central  organ  of  the  circulation. 

and  are  imitated  indifferently  by  the  The  extent  of  the  shock  in  the  arteries 

crumpling  of  fine  cambric  paper,  or  by  is  well  known  to  differ  greatly  at  dif. 

passing  tne  fingers  along  a  piece  of  ferent  times ;  this,  as  a  general  law,  ia 

sarcenet ;   there  they  ratner  resemble  connected  with  the  state  of  activity  of 

the    raspin?    intrinsic    murmur,    ap-  the  heart:    as  the  pulse  is  rapid  or 

proaching  m  harshness  to  the  sharp  slow  in  connection  with*  the  rapidity  or 

creaking  of  a  strong  sole  under  the  slowness  of  the  action  of  the  heart,  so 

foot ;  and  again,  they  bear  a  distant  is  the  pulse  full  or  small  in  connection 

afilnity  to  the  creaking  of  the  saddle  with  tne  magnitude  of  the  wave  of 

under  the  horseman,  wnich  was  Laen-  blood  w^hich  the  heart  expels  at  ea^ 

nec*s  comparison,  for  he  had  perceived  contraction.    The  pulse  is  necessarily 

the  friction  murmur,  and,  in  the  first  of  the  same  frecruency  in  all  the  arteries 

instance,  had  even  divined  its  patho-  of  the  body  at  tne  same  moment     It  is 

logical  signification ;  although,  for  rea-  not,  however,  as  a  matter  of  cfourse, 

sons  which  he  does  not  specify,  he  was  of  the  same  volume  or  power  in  all. 

led  to  abandon  his  first  correct  impres-  The  pulse  of  the  artery  leading  to  an 

sion  in  regard  to  its  import.    Friction  inflamed  extremityhas  long  been  known 

murmurs,  as  already  stated   inciden-  to  be  fuller  than  that  of  the  opposite 

tally,  are  occasionally  accompanied  by  healthy  limb.    This  is  in  consequence 

thrills.  of  the  augmentation  of  calibre  which 

It  is  b^  no  means  always  easy  at  takes  place  in  the  vessels  of  parts  that 
once  to  distinguish  an  extrinsic  from  are  in  a  state  of  inflammation.  Of 
an  intrinsic,  a  friction  from  a  blowing,  more  ample  capacity,  the  wave  of  blood 
murmur  of  the  heart.  A  little  attention,  which  is  transmitted  is  also  lat^;^, 
and  the  time  necessary  for  reflection,  and  its  Impulse  is  less  reduced  by  frie- 
however,  generally  enable  us  to  dis-  lion  in  its  onward  course ;  hence  the 
tinguish  accurately  between  the  two.  force  with  which  the  artery  leading  to 
Blowing  murmurs,  for  example,  are  a  part  in  a  state  of  active  inflamma- 
heard  at  a  certain  distance,  friction  tion  strikes  the  finger.  Itisnotneces- 
murmurs  immediately  under  the  ear;  sary,  however,  that  there  should  be 
blowing  sounds  very  generally  extend  actual  inflammation  in  order  to  have 
along  the  course  or  tne  great  vessels,  arteries,  upon  occasion,  beating  with 
friction  murmurs  remain  limited  to  the  unusual  violence  :  the  throbbing  <^  the 
precordial  region ;  intrinsic  murmurs  carotids  and  of  the  abdominal  aorta,  tn 
are  often  heard  loudest  towards  the  connection  with  headache  and  simple 
base  of  the  heart;  extrinsic  murmurs  functional  derangement  of  the  abdomi- 
are  most  distinct  about  the  middle  of  nal  viscera,  satisfies  us  of  this.  In  these 
the  precordial  quarter,  and  from  that  circumstances,  the  action  of  the  heart 
down  towards  the  apex.  Intrinsic  mur-  is  not  always,  nor  indeed  generally, 
murs  are  much  more  frequently  single  increased  in  energy.  The  arteries  pos- 
than  double ;  extrinsic  murmurs  are  sess  an  inherent  vital  contractility,  by 
almost  always  double.  Intrinsic  mur-  which  they  acquire  the  power  of  regu- 
murs  scarcely  vary  in  point  of  intensity  lating,  to  a  certain  limited  extent,  the 
from  day  to  day— they  are  precisely  current  which  is  passing  throu^  them, 
what  they  were  before  when  they  are  Is  the  pulse  of  the  arteries  accompa. 
examined  again  ;  extrinsic  murmurs,  nied  by  any  sound  apart  from  that  wmch 
on  the  contrary,  not  only  vary  in  their  included  column  of  blood  trans- 
character,  seat,  and  intensity,  from  day  mita  from  the  heart  P  When  a  con- 
to  day,  but  from  hour  to  hour,  and  siderable  artery,  such  as  the  biachial 
almost  even  from  minute  to  minute.  or  the  fbmorel,  isauscuhated,  a  distinct 


HEART,  GREAT  V£SS£|^,  AND  CIRCULATING  FLUID.  869 

whiff  is  generally  yery  perceptible  at  an  indication  of  disease  of  the  heart; 
the  moment  of  the  pulse,  f.  t.  of  the  distinct  pulsation  in  these  vessels  is 
diastole  of  the  vessel.  The  artery  is  at  more  rare,  although  it  is  also  frequently 
this  moment  yielding  to  the  stroke  of  enough  observed.  Any  unusual  fulness 
the  heart,  and  the  sound  which  ac-  of  the  great  veins  about  the  root  of  the 
compapies  an  yielding  movement  can*  neck  certainly  depends  upon  the  ex- 
not  surely  be  ascribed  with  propiietv  istence  of  obstacles  to  the  transmission 
to  any  inherent  power  in  the  part  which  of  the  charge  of  blood  which  they  con- 
yields.  Any  sound  that  could  be  vey.  Triflmg  at  first,  and  only  per- 
aschbcd  to  the  arteries  ought  to  occur  ceptible  in  the  vessels  immediately  over 
as  they  are  contacting  on  their  con-  the  clavicles,  the  distension  often  goes 
tents,  and  urging  them  onwards ;  but  on  increasing  by  degrees ;  the  thyroid 
all  is  silent  at  this  moment.  The  whiff  veins,  the  veins  about  the  upper  part 
of  the  larger  arteries,  then,  is  a  simple  of  the  thorax,  those  wof  the  face,  and 
friction  murmur  set  up  in  the  column  even  of  the  extremities,  are  then  at- 
of  blood  that  is  threading  them,  and  tained  in  succession, 
appears  to  lie  due  in  great  part  to  the  Distension  of  the  jugular  presents 
transmission  of  the  tirst  sound  of  the  itself  under  two  forms :  distension  by 
heart  along  that  column.  We  are  con-  congestion,  and  distension  by  reflux  or 
stantly  in  the  habit  of  interrogating  the  regurgitation.  In  distension  by  con- 
^^at  arteries  about  the  root  of  the  neck  gestion  there  is  simplv  enlargement 
ior  the  value  and  significance  of  the  and  fulness  of  the  vessels,  witliout  any 
signs  which  we  perceive  in  auscultating  pulsation  in  them.  It  is  at  once  dis- 
til precordial  region.  tinguished  by  placing  the  point  of  the 

Blowing  and  rasping  murmurs,  and  finger  over  the  vessel  in  the  middle  of 
purring  tremors,  are  every  day  found  the  neck,  when  it  becomes  empty  and 
transmitted  to  great  distances  along  the  disappears  below.  Distension  by  re- 
arteries  \  even  in  feehn|;  the  pulse  at  ffurgitation  is  indicated  by  unusual 
the  wrist,  we  can  sometimes  diagnosti-  fulness  of  the  jugular  veins,  which  are 
cate  a  contraction  of  the  aortic  orifice  at  the  same  time  the  seat  of  pulsations, 
of  the  heart,  or  otherwise;  and  under  the  The  pulse  thus  communicated  from  the 
guidance  of  general  symptoms,  decide  lieart  to  the  jugular  veins  is  never  of 
on  a  state  of  aniemia.  I  have  already  force  sufiicient  to  be  felt  by  the  finger 
said  that  the  sounds  which  all  the  dia-  applied  to  the  vessel ;  but  it  is  abun- 
tinguished  auscultators  of  France  speak  dantly  apparent  to  the  eve.  It  some- 
of  under  the  titles  of  bruit  de  souffle  times  extends  to  the  tnyroid  veins, 
continu,  bruits  rousicaux  des  art^res.  The  vessels  being  compressed  imme- 
bruit  de  diable«  chant  des  art^res,  &c.  diately  above  the  sternum,  the  pulsation 
are  referred  by  them  to  the  arteries,  in  them  ceases.  If  the  whole  of  one  of 
whilst  in  England  they  are  generally  the  veins  be  gently  compressed  by  the 
acknowledged  to  be  connected  with  the  fingers  laid  flat  upon  it,  and  the  pres- 
veins*.  I  shall  no^t  enter  again  upon  sure  be  suddenly  removed  from  below, 
this  subject  in  this  place,  but  reserve  whilst  it  is  still  maintained  above,  and 
what  I  have  to  say  till  I  come  to  speak  at  the  point  most  remote  from  the 
of  an®mia.  There  is  one  important  heart,  the  wave  of  blood  may  be  seen 
point,  however,  which  seems  worthy  of  mounting  in  the  vein,  the  pulse  being 
a  brief  consideration  in  connection  with  for  the  most  part  synchronous  witn 
the  general  pathology  of  the  heart  and  that  of  the  ventricular  systole, 
circulating  system ;  this  is —  In  some  cases,  however,  the  pulsa- 
tions observable  in  the  dilated  jugular 
Ofxht  Distension  and  Pulsation  of  the  y^^  ^re  evidently  twofold,  or  donble 
Jugular  Veins^.  in  reference  to  each  beat  of  the  heart 

A  certain  degree  of  fulness  of  the  By  a    little  carefnl  manipulation  in 

jugular  veins  is  extremely  common  as  emptying  the  vein,  and  cutting  off  the 

' — rz .r:L/^"ZLr:.r~.r ;;:::*  current  that  feeds  it  from  above,  we 

tbe  Fkcnch  wSS  4yd  not  aimrhure  refer  to  sometimes   see    itiat    ine    venmcuiar 

tbe  veins  uthejMMsibleeoaree  of  thetemunniiFB.  systole   is   preceded  by    an  maisUnct 

JiSr;S£i^'*H"?^  1X.^''.S^SS  P«)«ltion  in  the  vein, immediately  upon 

tte^  titovfli]»  do  BoTintheiriiidgDie&t,  iip:  which  succeeds  a  much  more  marked 

peur  sufficient.   (Trait^  &c.  p.  S9$.)  pulsation.    The  first  indefinite  polsa- 

t  There  w  an  excellent  article  on  this  point  in  ;•       •    „„nnPfifinnftWv  /liip  to  fhi»  action 

the UvQOs  of  N.  Geadho*  lo  wkkh  I  be|r  to  refer,  tion  IS  unquesiionaoi}  cue  10  me  acnon 
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of  the  right  auricle;  the  second  is  as  Calcutta  up  the  Ganges.    During  their 

certainly  connected  with  the  contrac-  passage  an  epidemic  cholera  hroke  out 

tion  of  the  right  ventricle.    In  such  among  the  men,  of  which  my  son  gives 

circumstances    we   can   diagnosticate  me  an  account,  and  which,  althoagh 

with  the  greatest  certainty  contraction,  hastily  written,  and  certainly  not  in- 

g^nemlly  to  a  considerable  extent,  of  tended  for  publication,  containssoHvely 

the  right  auriculo-ventricular  orifice,  a  picture  of  what  passed  under  his  own 

nnd  at  the  same  time  imperfection  of  inspection,  that  I  conceived  it  might 

the  tricuspid  valve.    Imperfection  of  be  interesting  to  your  readers,  and  have 

the  tricuspid  valve  is  by  far  the  most  accordingly  transmitted  to  yoo,  in  the 

common  and  single  cause  of  regurgita-  exact  words  of  the  letter.    It  is  dated 

tion  into  the  jugular  veins.  December  iSth,  and  was  written  daring 

Congestive  distension  of  the  jueulars  the  passage  up  the  Ganges,  shortly  be* 

is  not  necessarily  connected  with  dis-  fore  their  arrival  at  Allanabad. 

ease  of  the  heart  only.     1 1  is  often  seen  in  I  am,  sir, 

such  acute  diseases  as  pleurisy  of  both  Your  obedient  servant, 

sides,  and  pneumonia  involving  a  large  J.  BosTocx. 

portion  of  one  or  of  both  lungs.     It  also  Upper  Bcdtord  Ptoce, 

occurs   in  connection  with  extensive  Feb.  ift,isa. 

tubercular  deposition   into  the  upper  I  intended  to  have  given  yon  some 

portions  of  the  lungs.  farther  account  of  the  cholera,  and  the 

This  congestion  does  not   coincide  treatment  that  we  foand  moat  snocesfr- 

with  diseases  of  the  right  side  of  the  fill,  but  I  find  myself  so  near  the  con- 

heart  alone ;  it  is  constant  in  many  of  elusion  of  the  sneet,  that  I  must  limit 

those  which  affect  the  left  side  also,  my  remarks  to  s  very  few  words.    We 

Wherever  there  is  contraction  of  the  were  very  much  struck  with  the  snd- 

left  auriculo-ventricular  orifice,  and,  in  denness  of  the  attack,  which  did  not 

consequence  of  disease  of  the  heart,  appear  to  be  preceded  by  any  ^neral 

oedema  of  the  lungs,  and  effusion  into  feeling  of  indisposition,  such  as  is  mea- 

the  plenree,  there  it  is  re^larly  ob-  tioned  by  Mr.  Annesley,  and  for  which 

served,  obviously  in  connection  with  the  he  recommends  free  venesection.    The 

difficulties  whicn  the  right  cavities  now  most  violent  symptoms,  with  us,  seised 

experience  in   forcing  their  contents  the  unfortunate  patients  in  the  first 

through  the  lungs,  replete  with  blood  instance.    In  some  cases  they  had  a 

which  they  cannot   transmit,  or  en-  little  diarrhcea  for  two  or  three  days 

croached  u^on  by  serous  fluid  efiUsed  previously,  but  as  this  is  very  common 

into  their  intimate  structure  or  con-  in  the  detachments,  and  was  by  no 

taininfi;  sacs.  means  invariably  the  case,  I  believe 

With  the   progress    of   disease   of  that  it  was  accidental,  and  not  a  coo- 

the  left  side  of  the  heart,  too, — con-  stant  or  premonitory  symptom.    It  is 

traction   of   the   mitral    orifice,    and  worthy  or  remark,  also,  that  some  of 

hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle, — the  the  very  worst  cases  occurred  in  strong 

tricuspid  valve  becomes  unapt  to  close  and  healthy  individuals,  and  that  the 

the    right  auriculo-ventricular  orifice  disease  did  not  show  any  preference 

completely,  whence  regurptation  upon  for  those  previously  in  ill  health,  weak- 

the  auricle,  and  from  that  into  the  ened  by  msease,  or  for  the  intemperate 

jugular  veins.  or  drunken.    As  a  proof  of  this,  I  need 

(To  be  continued.]  Only  mention,  that  the  two  first  cases, 

which  proved  rapidly  fatal,  occurred  in 


rknoi]in^AmT^«.T«  ^^.  ^— ^ uon-commissioued  officcrs,  fiuc,  strong, 
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fv  4%^  vASis^  ^^  4x^  %M^t    f  ^    ^^  ™"^  ®*  sergeant  for  their  sobriety  and 

T^  the  Editor  rf  the  M^ditMlOazetU.  general  g<Sd    conduct.     These   men 

m     ?io'     1..  1.  ...  "*^^  capital  pay,  little  less  than  a  oor- 

The  MS.  which  accompanies  this  note  net's,  and  in  this  countiy,  where  fowls. 

IS  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  I  re-  eggs,  and  milk  abound,  must  live  well, 

ceived  a  few  days  ago,  horn  my  son,  Extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  some 

Mr.  J.  A.  Bostock,  Assistant-Surgeon  unfortunate  patients  dying  of  diarrhooa 

^o  the  3d  Regiment,  who  is  now  in  and  dysentery,  escaped  aftogether,  and 

India,  and  had  the  charge  of  a  body  of  have  lived  through  if,  when    olhcre 

troops   which    were   proceeding  from  in  robust  health  have  sunk  in  a  few 
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I  hours.  ^  In  farth^  illustration  of  this    calomel  given  (almost   in   poisonous 

I  point,  it  is  singular,  that  in  one  troop    doses),  no  ill  effect  took  place  from  its 

t  (I  have  not  inquired  in  others)  all  the    exhibition,  although  in    some  cases, 

I  men  whodied  were  ofgood  character,  and    when  recovery  took  place,  as  much  as 

do  notappear  in  the  "  defaulter's  book,"  300  grains  were  swallowed.  The  gums 
that  is,  the  punishment  book  i  and  also,  of  a  few  only  were  made  sore;  and  in 
that  only  four  of  the  army  of  native  one  case  only  has  any  injury  been 
sailors  and  camp  followers  have  had  done  to  the  teeth  and  alveolar  process. 
the  disease.  Of  tne  predisposing  causes  This  was  a  ver^  bad  case,  and  life  was 
I  can  therefore  say  nothine,  nor  can  I    with  great  difficulty  saved  at  the  ex- 

f've  you  any  account  of  tne  exciting,    pense  of  the  inferior  incisors. 
thiiUL  that  the  majoritv  of  the  cases       The  calomel  given  in  combination 
occurred  before  day-break,  at  the  cold-    with  opium  appeared  to  act  as  a  seda- 
est  part  of  the  day.    The  disease  when    tive ;  it  certainly  allayed  the  constant 
it  did  occur  was  most  frightful.    In  the    vomiting  and  purging,  and  was  found 
extreme  violence  of  the  symptoms  and    much  more  beneficial  than  opium,  or 
the  awful  rapidity  with  which  it  pro-    any  other  medicine.    In  many  cases  an 
ceeds  to  a  ratal  termination,  it  sur*    obstinate  diarrhoea  remained  after  the 
passed  anything  I  ever  saw  in  Europe,    urgent  symptoms  were  relieved,  which 
In  several  cases  the  sufferers  died  loner    supsided  gradually  under  the  use  of 
before  medical  aid  could  be  obtainec^    opium,  gr.  j.  given  every  hour  for  many 
on  the  arrival  at  the  halting  place    days ;  repeated  blisters  to  the  abdomen^ 
for  the  night  (their  cases  ana  aeatfa    and  great  attention  to  diet, 
were  reported  together);  in  many  others        In  no  case  that  I  saw  was  bleeding 
I  was  summoned  to  witness  their  last    admissible;  however  good  this  remedy 
struggles;   and  in  nearly  all,  death    may  be  for  some  forms  of  this  corn- 
took  place  in  five,  six,  or  seven  hours,    plaint,  it  was  certainly  not  applicable 
dufing  the  first  week  or  ten  days  of   to  the  violent  epidemic  that  we  expe- 
the  epidemic.    The  cases  subsequently    rienced.    During  the  prevalence  of  the 
became  milder,  and,  if  seen  in  time,  a    cholera  in  the  fl^t,  the  average  amount 
large   proportion    were   saved.     The    of  sick  was  immediately  doubled,  and 
prevailing  symptoms   were  vomiting    numerous  cases  occurred  and  died  in 
and  purging.    In  a  few  minutes  all  the    the  troop-boats,  so  that  the  sick  treated 
£aecal   and   bilious  matter  -  was    dis-    in  the  hospital  and  troop-boats  became 
charged  from  the  bowels,  and,  after    nearly  equal,  occasioning  the  greatest 
that,   the  fluid  dischaiged  from  the    tvouble  and  difficulty  to  the  medical 
bowels  and  stomach  resembled  dirty    officers,  whose  whole  time  was  spent 
water.    The  skin  over  the  whole  body    in  goine  about  in  the  burning  sun  irom 
s^pathized  in  a  remarkable  degree    boat  to  boat,  with  a  supply  of  pills  in 
with  the  mucous  membrane,  and  was    their  pockets,  and  a  lK>ttle  of  brandy 
covered  with  perspiration.     The  e^es    under  each  arm.     The  greatest  panic 
sunk,  and  the  hollows  were  filled  with    prevailed;  every  slight  complaint  wa» 
pools  of  oold  sweat    Shortly  after  the    set  down  as  cholera,  and  the  brandy 
purgmg  began,  the  most  violent  cramps    bottle,  considered  a  panacea  for  all  ills,, 
seised  tne  extremities,  and  continued    had  resort  to,  to  such  an  extent,  that 
until  the  patient  was  completely  ex-    in  several  boats  the  horrible  spectacle 
hausted,  and  in  fact  nearly  dead.   The    was  presented  of  one  man  dying  in  one 
tongne  and  breath  became  cold,  and    comer,  one  or  two  dying  in  another, 
the  oody  had  the  feel  and  appearance    and  the  rest  half  dead  with  drunken- 
of  a  snbject  on  the  dissect ing-table.        ness  or  fright.    It  was  useless  to  pro- 
In  the  treatment,  the  great  object    hibit  or  to  punish  ofienders:    "The 
was  to  stop  the  vomiting ;  and  the  re-    doctor,"  they  said,  "  prescribed  brandy, 
medy  which  appeared  to  answer  this    and  spirits  they  would  have  i"  and  as 
best  was  calomel  and  opium,  in  the    they  were  not  allowed  to  buy  good 
proportion  of  one  scruple  to  two  grains,    brandv  or  rum  from  the  canteen,  they 
This  large  quantity  was  given  every    robbed  the  native  villages,  and  drank 
hour  till  the  vomiting  ceased,  and,  at    all  the  raw  spirits  they  could  steals 
the  same  time,    a  table-spoonful   of 
equal  parts  of  hot  water  and  brandy  ""^^ 

was    administered    every    half-hour. 
Notwithstanding  the  great  quantity  of 


872  MR.  KIRK'S  CASB  OF  RICKETS. 

CASE  OP  RICKBTS.  timrtore  of  the  mumte  ef  iron,  gkcn 

three  times  daiW  in  sweet^Dcd  w^ter  i 

— "  the  Bamber  of  the  dropa  of  eafi^  to  be 

To  th$  Editor  qf  the  Medical,  GweU€^  gradually  increaaed  tq  ten.     Ue  wtt9 

Srs,  ^ho  ordered  to  haTe  a  warm  salt  mtev 

Having  been  mach  pleased  with  the  ^^^  ^Y^^  evening,  with  frictiop  ofcr 

result  of  the  treatment  (advised  by  Dr.  JS^  ^W^.  ^<*  ^^IJy ,  his  BioUiea JW 

Evanson)   in  the  following   case   of  l&ewiae  insl^iwted  to  place  hja  ba^k 

rickets ;    and   thinking  it  Worthy  of  »«*"«^  aOBW  unyielding  ■wfocc,  and 

being  v«ry  genemlly  followed,  may  f  to  pre^  b^ck  tlie  a^eimuii  with  tho 

reqnlst  you  to  give  it  a  place  in  youa  P^^"^  of  the  hand  (as  pnictised  by  Utt- 

valuable  periodTcal.-l  am,  sir.  P"X^°)'  ^^l^^  cafe  nofc  to  give  Min. 

Your  obedient  servant,  ,  .Shortly   after  taking  the  meaicina 

Jahbs  Kirk,  M.C.  ^»  appetite  became  considerably  im- 

405,  Gaiiow««te,  GlMgow,  poved ;  but,  unfortunately,  hia  aootkier 


Feb.  20, 1848.  Jiaving   neglected  to  dry  him  after 

In  the  month  of  May  last  was  con-  cominff  out  of  the  bath,  heceiKhteddl^ 

salted  on  the  case  of  D.  R.,  a  bov  aged  a»d  his  cough  became  much  aggra- 

aboat   3i  years,  with  the  Ibllowhig  w*^-    '»  these  ctrcumatancea  he  vaa 

symptoms.    "  His  skin  it  very  dark  and  ordered  a  mixtare  for  his  co»Eh»  aod  « 

sallow  I    his  head  large,  heavy,  and  ^mall  blister  over  the  aiiddte  of  th« 

firmly  ossified ;  his  teeth  late  in  ap-  stemuni,  his  fonaer  medione  bf iinf 

pearing.     The   clavicles   project  up-  continued ;  but  neither  the  blister  nor 

wards  into  the  neck  in  the  form  of  an  the  expectorant,  which  was  repeated, 

arch,  while  the  ateinam  is  protruded  seemed  to  do  his   cough  any  good, 

in  front  of  the  chest  like  the  keel  of  a  After  the  bUster  had  healed  ap^  tiie 

boat,  and  there  is  a  large  and  deep  atemum  was  pre98ed  ba«k  as  formerly, 

hollow  caused  by  the  flattening  ^f  the  and.  the  cough  began  gradually  to  dia* 

ribs  under  each  arm-pit.    The  belly  is  appear  as  the  chest  approached  moce 

large  and  hard,  and  the  thighs  and  nearly   to   its   natural   conformatioB. 

legs  much  wasted  and  emaciated;  he  Four  montha  after  the  time  when  thia 

is  unable  to  walk,  and  the  wrist-joints,  ^y  was  first  beougfat  to  aie^  doniig  Uie 

in  particular,  seem  much  enlarged."  whole  of  which  period  the  ateve  prae- 

In  addition  to  these  appearances  I  tice  was  most  sedulously  persevered  in, 

found  that  he  complained  of  a  short  eoicept  the  bathing  and  pressing  back 

dry  cough,  though  nothing  abnennal  ^^  the  sternum,  wlach  were  disconti- 

could  be  discovered  on  using  the  ste-  nued  two  we<^  agKH  I  foand  hte  t^ 

thoscope,  except  that  the  breathing  have  made  a  very,  marked  auiastoni^ 

was  more  hurrfed  than  natural ;  that  ing  degree  of  improvement,     Hia  skia 

his  bowela  were  rather  loose,  and  his  was  much  clearer,  his  chest  was  flatter, 

urine  high-eolouied;  that  he  was  very  the  hollows  under  his  arm-pita  were 

thhsty,  and  averse  to  make  any  excf>>.  neither  so  large  aor  bo  deep^  hia  btUy 

tion;  thathe  was  in  the  habit  of  pick-  was   smaller   and  sol^r;,  his,  aoDa, 

ing  his  nose,  and  that  he  had  regularly  which  were  the  first  to  improve,  ace 

eveiy  evening  a  febrile  exacerbation  so  now  quite  plump,  and  the  swelling  of 

marked,  that  but  for  the  appearance  of  the  wrist-joints  much  diminished :  aia 

his  body  I  would  have  supposed  him  legs,  and  thighs  were  also  much  im- 

to  be  labouring  under  infantile  remit-  proved,  and  he  could  walk  by  (he  Imiuk 

tent.    As  I  happened  at  this  time  to  He  had  no  cough,  thirst,  or  fever  f .  hia. 

be  reading  Maunsell  and  Evaneon'^  appetite  was  good,  hia  bowela  regular^ 

wosfc  on  the  Diseases  of  Children,  It  'tnd  he  was  not  so  fond  of  salU 

was  consulted  on  the  subject  of  thia  An  equally  pleaaing   chaage   had 

child^s  complaint,  and  I  resolved  to  taken  plaoe  in  this  ehUd's  difipositloab 

give  their  plan  of   treatment  a  feir  Formerly  he  was  peeviah»  tunorQus^ 

trial.  and  unwilling  to  make  any  exertion^; 

Having  first,  then,  cleared  oat  the  now  he  is  cheerAil,  active^  and  bold.' 

bowels  by  four  small  doses  of  calomel  He  waa  at  this  time  taking  eight  dropa 

and  rhubarb,  we  began  the  administra-  of  iodine,   and  eight  of  steeU  three 

tion  of  their  remedy,  which  consists  of  times  daily. 

three  drops  of  the  hydriodated  solution  Two  months  after  I  asain  saw  thia 

of  iodine,  and  the  same  quantity  of  the  child,  and  found  him  still  farther  im- 


THE  SYDENHAM  SOCIETY.  ft73 

prn^rad.     The  hoQow  under  the  arm*  objection.    Saudi  district  book  clubs, 

pit  has  disappeared  entirely  on  one  ^qw  very  numerous  in  the  metropolis, 

^.'^^l^ecn's'^ownJ^rt/^K  «d eUewhere.  a«  cxc^ngly  «^«1 

natural  appearance  $  he  has  also  be-  *>'    circulating   the   lighter   medical, 

come  quite  fat,  and  can  walk  alone,  reading  of  the  day  j  but  for  more  solid 

He  had  (at  this  lime)  taken  no  medi-  works— for  those  which  require  opporn 

cine  for  almost  two  months.  tunity  for  reading  again  andagainr-fiw 

7.,.  n  ,a  I  .n  HI .     II    II  II  ir-  ■■■II    nil-:  thai  mental  rumination  which  such 

MElilCAI.  GAZETTE.  ::^S7%^,^''^^ 

Frtdaif,  March  10,  id^  there  is  no  time  dving  the  haaty  road- 

"^"^  side    meal   which   these   bode    coo- 

'•UfletmnibohUcetetiAm  milu,  dijciiiutem  veyances  profide.    When  such  pUas 

imbUcam  »it,  dicendi  p«ricuitt.a  ooii  recnto."  ^  reiista»ce  are  thus  hastily  yet  before 

Cicsao.  us»  if  a  healthy  appetite  provoke  ua  to 
altaek  them,  crudity  and  indigestioa 
THE  SYDENHAM  SOCIETY.  ^re  apt  to  follow,  rather  than  vigour 
The  circular  of  the  Sydenham  Society  and  refreshment 
is  by  this  time  in  the  hands  of  most  of  '  But  when  for  a  fixed  sum,  and  thai 
our  readers,  aud  it  se^ma  pipbahle  t^kiat  not  very  large,  the  possession  within 
a  very  large  nimaber  of  subscribers  each  year  el  one  or  two  vdumes  really 
will  shortly  be  enrolled.  It  is  re-  and  notoriously,  good  and  worth  read- 
'peatedly,  but  we  believe  erroneousty,  ing,  can  be  secured,  then  all  the  inertia 
ui^d  as  an  obstacle  to  the  8uc«  which  keeps  a  man  at  home,  acts  in 
cess  of  this  pUn,  that  the  greater  favourof  his  reading  these  hooks  when 
number  oC  working  practidoneis  have  bo  placed  within  his  reach.  That  such 
either  not  leisure  taread,  or  not  taste  to  arguments  should  have  any  weight  in 
enjoy,  most  of  the  works  which  thft  speculatingon  the  successor  failure  of 
projectors  suggest  for  rd-pubUcation.  a  literary  enterprise,  may  excite  the  in- 
The  plan  itself  is  eminently  calculated  dignation  of  those  most  estimable  men 
to  remove  many  existing  impedimenta  who  have  toiled  painfully  over  M, 
to  the  improvement  of  taste,  and  the  volumes,  overcoming  great  difficulties 
consequent  extension  of  such  reading  in  obtaining,  and  greater  hi  understand- 
as  it  pcoposea  to  furnish.  Among  theae  ing  thern^  but  whohave  prized  and bene» 
impedimenta  ia  the  inertia  which  is  a  fited  by  the  treasure  they  obtained 
natural  property  of  professional  solidity,  in  proportion,  to  the  pain  bestowed 
and  which  while  it  increases  the  mo*  upon  their  acquisition.  "  Cave  homi- 
mentum  and  thereby  the  activity  of  the  nem  unios  libri,"  says  the  adage ;  &nd 
practitioner  during  his  daily  circuit,  in-  there  is  no  doubt  that  men  who  read 
disposestofresh  exertion  after  his  return  in  this  way,  do  entitle  themselves  to  a 
to  a  state  of  ret^t.  This  forqe  is  directly  litemiy  dignity,  which,  must  not  bf 
opposed  to  the  tnouble  of  sending  dreamt  of  by  the  annual  reader  of 
hither  and  thither  for  a  book  which  is  a  guinea's  worth  of  reprints.  Bui^ 
scarce.  If  the  bodi  be  also  solid,,  and  whether  to  be  deplored  or  not,  it  is 
condensed  in  its  quality,  the  necessity  a  matter  of  k^  that,  in  our  d^ys, 
for  reading  and  returning  it  within  a  what  is  not  made  as  easy  as  possible 
given  time  ii  irksome  in  all  cases,  and  will  not  be  attended  to  at  all;,  and 
in  many  is  a  positive  and  insuperable  those  high  matters  which  were  ofj  old 
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diligently  sought,  and  hardly  obtained,  '  sented  to  him,  whether  physical  merely, 

and  highly  prised,  by  the  fen^  moat  be  or  social  and  moral, 

put  within  the  reach,  and  arrest  the  The  great  subjects  for  the  contem- 

attention,  of  the  many.    Let  us  get  plation  and  the  aim   of  man  —  art, 

what  good  we  can  from  the  fact,  and  science,  learning,  and  wisdom^-frilow 

examine  the  probable  results  of  this  each  other  in  regixlar  order,  and  have 

plan  on  medical  society  as  it  is.   PoUte  their  several  seasons  of  predominance 

letters,  like  x)olite  manners,  and  indeed  and  vigour,  both  in  individuals  and  in 

like  all  the  nobler  and  more  graceful  societies,  although  the  germ  of  the  veiy 

qualities  of  mind  or  body,  do  more  last  developed  exists  from  the  first,  and 

service  when  extensively  diffused  than  the  first  continues  in  action  to  the  last, 

when  highly  concentrated.    The  King  Art  works  from  the  beginning,  and  is 

of  France  called  Lord  Stair  the  politest  the  business  of  infancy  and  youth, 

man  he  had  ever  met  with,  because  he  The  youth  has  learnt  the  art  of  walking, 

at  once  obeyed  the  royal  command  to  speaking,  reading,  and  it  may  be,  a 

enter  a  carriage  first:  but  the  intelli-  trade.     He  works  by  experience  of 

gent  courtier  pleased  by  contrast;  and  what  he  sees  and  does,  and  by  rules 

his  Majesty's  remark  was  but  a  com*  which  he  understands  not.    Science  is 

ment  on  the  inoonvenient  style  of  po-  the  occupation  of  early  manhood,  and 

liteness   then  generally  current,  and  maturity:  it  discovers  the  causes  of 

which  the  Sptetaior  complains  of  in  known  effects,  and  the  reasons  for  rtdes, 

'<  Honest  Will  Wimble."  and  it  predicates  effects  from  known 

''Last  night,  as  we  were  walking  in       t        •       •      i      *v  i.     *  .i_ 

the  fields,  Be  stopped  short  at  a  itile       ^-earning  is  also  the  work  of  the 

until  I  came  up  to  it ;  and  upon  my    modic  period  :   it  searches,  combines, 

making  signs  to  him  to  get  over,  told    separates,  compares ;  and  thus,  with 

me,  with  a  serious  smile,  that  sure  I    science,  lays  the  foundation  for  wisdom, 

S^.-   '^         ''''  "^"^'^  ""      ""   Which judges-thepeculiardutyof age. 

Much  the  same  is  it  in  societies. 

The  useful  arts  in  the  same  way  Art  has  begun  as  soon  as  men  have 
benefit  mankind  by  their  diffusion.  It  done  the  same  thing  twice,  and  has 
is  better  that  there  should  be  one  made  some  advance  when  one  man  does 
hmidred  ^ood  watchmakers  in  a  coun-  anything  better  than  his  neighbour ;  it 
try,  than  one  man  who  could  invent,  works  only  by  skill  and  experience, 
and  even  bring  to  perfection,  the  beyond  which  it  sees  not,  and  its  belief 
clock  of  Fontainebleau*  In  science,  in  these  is  implicit  and  undisturbed; 
although  peculiar  talents  in  an  indi-  it  makes  to  itself  rules,  which  are  right; 
vidual,  and  exceeding  concentration  of  wishes  for  and  invents  reasons,  which 
those  talents  on  a  particular  subject,  may  be  wrong, 
seem  to  work  out  more  commonly  the  Science  sedss  for  these  reasons,  and 
great  problems  which  are  solved  firom  dictates  new  rules;  and  if  it  makes  oat 
time  to  time;  still  the  good  is  not  a  case,  and  shows  that  it  can  improve 
&irly  gained  tOl  the  knowledge  is  art,  its  offers  are  accepted ;  it,  there- 
^i®*«c^  fore,  has  a  poweful  influence  on  art. 

There  is  a  time  for  every  thing,  says  Learning  can  be  fully  developed  only 
the  wise  man;  and  the  observer  will  in  the  maturity  of  society,  and  the 
never  weary  of  tracing  seasonable  greatest  differences  exist  according  as 
fitness  in   the  different  objects  pre-   either  science  or  learning  is  exclusively 
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eultivated.  Perhaps  we  are  now  ar-  'When,  indeed,  learning  oecupiee  its 
rived,  in  medicine,  at  a  stage  which  calls  proper  place,  it  is  remarkably  unobtru* 
for  a  wholesome  exercise  of  learning,  sive.andthough  it  confers  great  rewards 
Art  has  done  mnch,  science  is  doing  on  thosefkithful  votaries  who  seek  it  for 
much,  while  learning,  from  having  its  own  sake,  it  does  not  often  court  the 
indulged  a  tendency  to  be  pedan-  multitude  by  large  promises.  This  it 
tic,  has  fidlen  into  comparative  only  does  when  it  has  been  raised  to  an 
disrepute.  This  tendency  of  learning  undue  position  *,  and  when,  after  being 
to  be  pedantic,  exclusive,  and  dog-  entrusted  with  the  keys  of  wealth, 
matical,  seems  to  be  inherent,  and  to  knowledge,  and  power,  it  has  become 
shew  itself  from  time  to  time,  when  fraudulently  rich,  and  extravagantly 
science  has  been  comparatively  ne-  pnffed  np.  Then,  indeed,  knavish 
glected;  and  the  natural  corrective  seems  adventurers  seek  it  for  what  they  can 
to  be  the  restoration  of  science  to  its  get  by  it,  and  honest  men  despise 
due  position.  The  tendency  of  science,  advantages  which  must  be  enjoyed  in 
on  the  other  hand,  when  too  exclusively  such  company, 
cultivated,  is  rather  to  arrogance  and  When  we  spoke  of  the  varions  phases 
conceit.  It  often  flatters  the  multitude  of  social  progress,  learning  was  con- 
by  flinging  among  them  a  truth,  or  sidered  in  its  most  extended  sense, 
a  fiction  that  looks  like  a  truth,  including  the  knowledge  of  all  that  had 
and  letting  them  scramble  for  the  gone  before,  and  was  matter  of  record; 
profits.  The  useful  arts  are  favoured  but  what  bears  more  on  our  present 
by  science,  from  which  they  take  mnch  subject  is  the  literature  of  our  profes- 
direction  and  improvement.  The  oma-  gion,  that  which,  from  its  acknowledged 
mental  arts  are  more  fostered  by  learn-  merit  of  matter  or  style,  has  become 
ing;  and  the  bigoted  craftsmen  of  both  classical ;  a  taste  for  this  should  be  in- 
classes  are  prone  to  tumults  which  culcated  early,  in  the  second  or  first 
their  interested  leaders  find  more  easy  year  of  the  professional  curriculum, 
to  excite  than  to  allay.  when  the  transition  is  easy  from  general 

The  direct  manner  in  which  science  to  purely  medical  classics.  The  vivid 
ministers  to  the  material  wants  of  descriptions  of  disease  given  by  the 
mankind,  renders  it  more  imperious  Greek  physicians  cannot  indeed  then 
said  obtrusive  than  is  always  well  be  fully  appreciated,  nor  should  more 
for  its  professors.  It  threatens,  as  be  attempted  in  this  way  than  to 
it  stalks  through  the  land  displaying  enlarge  the  copia  verharumj  and  keep 
brilliant  discoveries,  and  promising  up  the  habit  of  composition.  This  will 
important  results,  to  trample  down  give  the  requisite  fecility  for  a  due 
those  who  do  not  get  out  of  its  appreciation  of  ancient  accuracy  at  a 
way,  and  to  leave  those  sadly  behind  future  time,  when  the  taste  and  judg- 
who  neglect  to  benefit  by  its  progress,  ment  shall  be  matured  by  experience. 
The  enormous  changes  whieh  a  single  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Sydenham 
discovery  in  science  can  make  in  the  Society  will  go  fkr  to  improve  the  taste 
distribution  of  capital  alarm  the  timid  of  the  profession,  and  that,  some  day, 
and  excite  the  sanguine  ;  there  is,  those  who  have  any  real  thing  to  com- 
therefore,  more  bustle,  more  icUit  municate,  may  be  able  to  tell  it  in 
attending  its  progress  than  that  of  good  readable  English,  a  quality  not  so 
learning,  which  may  be  greatly  neg-  universal  as  is  generally  supposed.  It 
lected  without  corresponding  incon-  has  been  elegantly  said,  by  Dr.  Blair, 
venience.  that  only  the  most  solid  bodies  bear  the 
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highest  polish.    The  mere  heing  able  Ac  middle  eott  nf  die  mrCeiy,  is 

pubhshmg  without  something  to  saf ,  ^^  ceefe  of  tHe  trterles  Is  inaatedl  mi, 

still  less  for  saying  what  should  have  espeeiallj  at  to  lie  gMnJ  eeoMotie*  with 

been  left  UBsaid  i   professional  adyer-  tbickcMng  and  pucliermg  of  th«  inner 

^,            ^                    iT  J    •      o  orane,   with    Bnctansm,    With    obnmicCiouy 

tisements.  are   as  bad  m  8vo.  ae  m  occTnaion,  or  ofe^ficetion  of  the  ymml^  eml 

the  columns  of  the    Tinuis  ;   and  in  of  tliofle  iwf^ttM  of  them  wUch  aeo  so  fiw-^ 

the  age  of  universal  scribbling  which  ^^^^1  *»»•  cause  of  sedd^  death. 

,        ,  °          ^,           .„             ,  The  anther  adds,  that  fhtty  degeneratioiis 

has  begun,  they  will  soon  be  so  con-  ^^  „^  comnion,  and  of  fn6ro  importuKse, 

sidered.    The  clever  article  on  adver-  than  1»s  yet  been  aupposed.    He  Mcaciune 

tiwmenU  in  the  last  Edinburgh  Review  obrtnictton,byfettypaitkle»,of  ttoaeiwnal 

h^ktoffthedoctorsBolenieBtly.tht  Sftli'Tt"' tS^^S^TS?^:.^ 

it  is  to  be  feared  some  of  their  books  «■  bein;  more  remaHtaUe  in  **  broWH  oeiu 

ase  reserved  for  n  separate  ocosaion  j  sdidation"  of  the  lungs  than  in  led  oooaoii. 

and    we    blush,  by    anticipation,    for  dation ;  and  theee  two  dij«iaea  aw  d^^ 

•>M«    wc    uiuBii,  1/j    au»w|«uvu,    .WE  H8  affording  diatmct  morbid  preducta. 

the  chastisement  which  some  of  the 

ofifendeis  deserve.  '^  Normal  and  Abnormal  Comeioua  Simie, 

aliemaHng  m  the  tame  individual,     Bj 
Job  If  WiteoH,  Bff.D*  Phyeician  to  the 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  !!!^!"**"  Hoapttal. 

finnTVTv-  This  case  oocnned  m  a  boy,  nged  14,  a 

bUClJfilY.  pj^^^j  j^  ^^  Middleeex  Hospital,  who  is 

February  Ss,  1S49.  laid  to  haYe.com  phdned  of  headache  for  two 

Th«  PftasiDBNT  IN  THB  Cbair.  f"^  J^  *^"'  ^*  ^Yfic  appeannoe  waa 

liealihy.    For  tfareeor  irar^a  his  appmni 

~~~~'  waa  inordinate,  aeising  upon  any  artide  of 

On  Faity  Degeneration  qf  the  Arterieu,  f<w>dbc  could  m«t  wi^m  the  ward,  t^ 

with  a  Note  on  tome  other  Fatty  Degene^  "lowed   fall    diet.     When  not  eatog  or 

ratione.    By  Gborge  Ouluvkr,  F.R.9.  ^«W»Jwtoot  hegeBetmliyalBptnigb^ 

[CoBiaumicated  by  Dr.  Ha»ew».]  f^-    ^  abm>nnal   atale  oofttuwad  far 

"*  three  or  four  days,  when  he  recovered  aaa 

Tun  anchor,  renarkteg  how  tagneiy  thoept-  nattlral  state  of  sleep,  appetite,  and  ooa- 

thets,  atbeiomatons,  steatomarooa,  &ew  have  acionsneas.    Then  be  had  &•  foaoUectloa  of 

been  applied  by  pathologieal  writers  to  dia-  what  he  had  done,  or  of  whaS.hsd  happsiiul 

eased  arteries,  and  that  the  morbid  deposit  to  him  since  his  admiasion. 

between  the  middle  and  inner  oeats,  and  in  He  was  shortly  discharged,  but  twice  re- 

Hie  anbatanee  of  the  fonaef,  has  not,  aa  fir  adn^ittsd,  each  time  prawntftig  Ite  Mve 

as  he  knows,  yet  been  aabmitted  to  predae  aymptoma ;  t«  a%  altordatioaa  of  iiBiiai  ■ana 

examination,  gives  the  result  of  his  own  ness  and  unconacionaneaa. 

obserrationa,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  No  treatment  waa  adopted.    Hie  author, 

disease  ia  reaUy  off n fiitty  nature.   Amtero-  for  the  prasent,  naervea  Ua opfadov mid  iit- 

aoople  eiamination  of  H  brings  into  view  a  ferenoea  drawn  fiom  this  eaae.;   his  ohjMl  k 

multitude  of  crystalline  plates,  fatty  globniea,  to  invite  further   examination  for  aimilar 

with  albuminous  and  earlliy  particles.  Seveml  cases ;  and  when  such  occur  then  will  be  the 

apeeimena  of  the  crystals' wei«  sent  for  ex-  time  for  ^seuasion. 
aminaiion  to  Dr.  Daivy,  who  aaoertidnad  that 

they  are  of  choleaterine.  Remarke  on  the  CaieuH  in  Si.  Crewhge^e 

■  The  fatty  matter  is  easily  extracted  by  BoepiUU.     By  Dr.    BkMOS    JoirMs. — 

buHing  aleohol,  and  the  erystiafc  of  cbotea-  [Gommvaidated  byfifii.C*  HAwnnta.] 

teriseareaeentobedepesitsdsstheaohilioa  The  number  of  specimens  submitted  to 

cools.    The  author  baa  examined  numerous  examinatmn  was  283.    The  author's  ofageoC, 

qpecimena  of  the  disease,  and  never  ftdledto  from  the  analysis  of  these  calculi,  ia  to 

obeerve  these  crystals  and  tiM  liMty  globules  arrive  at*  conclusions  with  regard  to  the 

in  the  deposit,  and  a^  gemraUy  In  the  comparative  frequency  of  dMbrent  states  of 

anbstanoe  of  the  altered  middle  coat.    The  the  urine  in  calculoua  complainU,  and  thua^ 

microscopical  characters  are  given  fai  two  to  obtain  practical  hints  Ss  to  the  efficacy  of 

'S?'  .^        ^  w^  WW  remedies  tntendcNi  to  alter  the  secretion. 

Hie  a^imey  of  Dr.  Dtfy's  obssrwitlsna  or  act  upon  tbe  atone  m  the  bladder.     Ho 

^■•iJS"  ^■"I!!^'*^'  ^^'  "^  ^■^*  ^^'  '•  pre«>nt«  sevcnd  Ubies  :    and   takine    4&0 

p.  3T2  and  43«)  aa  to  the  thinning,  &c.  of  itatea  of  the  urine,  inferred  from  the  com. 
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poritlonortliecakiili,finde«lMt,  I11I39,  it  M.D.  ;   Thomu  Vm$,   Esq.;    John  W. 

was  alktlinc.  and  in  31 1  acid,  to  test  paper.  Kaher,    Esq.  ;    WilMam    Lawrence,   E«q. 

Omitting  ftom  tbe  latter  lUt  59  apeamcna  F.R.S. ;    E.   A.   Lloyd,   £«}.  ;    John  O 

ofozaIai3Boriine,252oaaesofthenrieaeid  Perry,  Eaq. 

illntk..«u  raowm;  aiidin  117of  thcw,  no        7VM/e#«q^/AeS'octefy.-*-Edward  Stanley, 

fron«eidw»ipaflied,  from  which  the  anthor  Esq.   F  R.S.  ;    Jamea  M.  Amott,   Esq.; 

oondndes  ^h**  aikaltes  wonid  have  been  of  John  Clendinning,  M.D.  F.R.S. 

»»  benefit  to  the»,  ao  iar  as  nentralixing  : 


SrS^SrwI^ZSXl;-.^^  pellowes-  clinical  prize 

pywailed,  he  infers  that  in  &2  tbe  calcolaa  REPORTS. 

mighthasFebeenkssaenedbytheiiuectionof  Br  Alfmd  J  Tapaon 

dtlnta  addfl,  and  in  12.  the  whoie  caJcnlua  *^  Ai.f»ed  J.  Iapson. 

might  have  been  imnoved ;  while  in  others  University  College  HospiUl,  1«2. 

to  which  he  refers,  disintegration  might  have  (Continned  from  page  798.) 

been  effected.     He  ooncladea  by  describing  

aeaknluMn  Mr.  Cswar Hawkins'  possession,  ^^^/^^^^  /^  the  amount  qftwo  quartt, 

the  nndeos  of  which  consists  of  cystine,  ana  preceded  bv  varioui  svmplonu  if  rfw- 

whidi,  from  the  history,  appears  to  have  been  \,guMdi  Src 

formed  when  the  patient  was  2|  years  of  ^'^'^^  ^  ' 

u^e  Case  VIL— Mary  MnUins,  «t.   23,  ad- 

^  '  mitted  May  24,  1842,  nnder  Dr.   A.  T. 

Ctue  qf  Uleeraiiom  rf  tk0  kUimal  Jugular  Thomson.    Conformatton  moderately  stout ; 

Fejn,  eammutiaatktg  wiik  am  Ahuceu.  temperament  sanguine ;  complexion  florid ; 

By  W.  Bloxam,  Surgeon  to  Queen  Ade-  ^  native  of  Limerick,  but  has  been  living  in 

laide'a  Lying-in- Hospital*  and  Lecturer  on  London  for  several    years  as  housemaid. 

Midwifery.— -[Communicated' by  Samubl  Habits  have  been  regular,  never  intempe- 

Lane,  Esq.]  rate ;  has  always  had  plenty  to  eat.   Mother 

The  patient,  fiwyenm  of  age.  after  scarlet  died  of  consumption;  five  of  her  brothers 

fever,  had  suppnntioQ  of  the  gbnds  of  the  and  sisters  died  young ;  two  now  Kving  and 

neck   of  the  right  aide,   near    the  angle  healthy.     She  is  naturally  very  strong  and 

of  the  jaw.     Five  daya  after  the  abscess  hearty,  and  her  spirits  are  always  good  ;  she 

burst,  blood  of  a  venous  character  waa  dis-  hss  never  had  any  serious  illness. 

cfaar^  from  the  opening,  at  ftrat  in  small  During  the  last  two  or  three  years  she 

Quantity,  and  aftarwai^  more  oopioualy.  has  been  subject  to  pain  after  eating,  and 

Graduated  compresses  were  applied ;  but  other  symptoms  of  indigestion,  which  have 

the  h«morriiage  could  not  be  restrained,  been  gradually  getting  worse.     All  through 

md  the  cbiM  died  on  the  fifth  day  from  the  the  last  winter  she  has  had  pain  in  the 

oommenoement  of  the  bleeding.     On  diaseo-  chest,  and  feeling  of  a  load  on  the  stomach 

tion,  an  ulceration  of  an  oblong  shape,  about  after  taking  food,  especially  after  dinner ;  and 

five  lines  in  its  long  axis,    was  found  in  this  would  generaHy  contmue  untU  she  to- 

the  inner  side  of  the  internal  jugular  vein,  mited  the  food  up  again,  snd  then  pass  off, 

and  opening  hnme^Hataly  into  the  sac  of  the  and  not  return  until  she  again  took  food, 

abscess.     Extravaaated  blood  wss  also  oh-  The  food  was  often  vomited  quite  undi- 

served  beneath  tiie  mtegnments  of  Ae  throat  gested ;  if  she  did  not  vomit  the  pain  would 

and  fore-part  of  the  chert.  subside  usually  in  an  hour  or  two.    The 

___^  pain  was  much  more  severe  when  she  ate 

■alt  beef,  &c.  than  when  she  took  light  food ; 

OFFiCEns  ANDOTHBRUaMBRESOFCOuuciL,  ^^  |,g^^  indeed,  did  not  always  cause  pain. 

ron  THE  TEAR  1843 — I.  ^ot  mifreqnently  she  has  felt  a  load  on  the 

Praridemi. — Edward  Stsnley,  Esq.  P.R.S.  etomsoh  before  die  has  got  up  in  the  mom- 

Vsee  Pv«tulM/«.^--Mar8hali  Hall,  M.D.,  hig,  and  vomited  s  oonsidersble  quantity  of 

P.R.8. ;  Edwaid  J.  Scymov,  M.D.  P.R.S. ;  pidegm  tinged  yellow  with  bile.      In  other 

Biansby  B.  Cooper,  Eaq.  F.B»S. ;  R.  D.  respects  die  has  been  very  well,  has  had  no 

Giainger,  Esq.  eoa^  or  dyspnoea,  no  headache  or  palpita- 

TVeciiireri.  —  Samuel  Merriman,  M  J),  tion ;  the  catamenia  have  been  regular,  and 

F.L.S. ;  C«sar  H.  Hawkina,  Esq.  were  present  about  three  weeks  sinoe. 

Stereiarioi.  ^  Geoigs  Conham,  M.D. ;  About  a  month  since  she  went  to  bed  one 
^IfwmnAmr  ShMT,  Ssq.  Bight  filing  qutto  well,  but  was  awoke  in 
Uhrariama. — R.  B.  Todd,  M.D.  P.R.$. ;  the  morning  with  a  very  severe  paui  at  the 
Bct^amin  PhilHpa,  Esq.  P.R.S.  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  was  soon  sick  ;  this 
Oikar  Mamkan  ^  iha  CBtmei/.— Henry  relieved  her.  But  after  eating  her  break- 
Burton,  M.D.  i  Sir  James  Ckrk,  Bart,  fast  it  i^ain  returned,  and  wet  agaui  re- 
M.D.  F.R.8.  ;  Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.D.;  lievedfor  a  short  time  by  vomiting;  but  the 
John  Webster,  M.D. ;   Robert  Williams,  pafai  soon  recommenoed,  and  then  her  — 


87S  PBLLOWSS'  CLINICAL  PBJZE  BEPOBT8. 

ter,  who  was  a  suiigeoD,  s«nt  her  to  bed»        R  Acidi  GaOid,  gr.  vj. ;  Aqutt,  f  jvj.  ft. 
ordered  hot  fomentatioDf,    and  gave    her  mUtunu     Somator  eoch*  mag,  a&vm. 

some  medicine ;  and  two  days  after,  as  the  terti4  ^Aqna  hoiA*    IjOW  diet, 

pain  got  rather  worse,  and  wai  increased  by        jfif  25tli. -«- Much  better;  still  raOer 

eating  any  thing,  or  by  drinking  either  hot  fiiiit  and  sink ;  tenderness  on  prassara  mneh 

or  cold  fluids,  he  ordered  twenty  keehes  to  the  same.    The  heart's  impulse  and  sonada 

the  abdomen,  and  gave  her  soma  move  me*  natural ;  no  morbid  sound  heatd  wiHi  the 

didne.    The  pain  was  soon  relieved,  and  it  respirstkm;  braath-sound  clear;  poise  90, 

has  not  since  returned  to  any  great  degree,  small,  and  rsther  weak ;  bowels  not  open. 

S!"^  "^^J?^r°^'^  ^  T^  rt'        S""'*"'  «»«*««  6tA  qu&quc  horft. 
She  soon  returned  to  her  usual  work,  which,        •»   ^   i»;«;„r    ♦to,.  .  *««<-.  iyr»«»k»  in 

she  States,  was  very  hard,  and  she  had  to        *•  ^'  ^^^L  ^l/j^l^f^*^  T" 

work  harder  at  thiZtime  than  usual,  in  con-  ^J^i^'Jt^'  JTJ?™"™  ~- 

r  '11        •    4V   V     -^  menous,  et  repetatur  p.  r.  n. 

sequence  of  illness  m  the  house.  ^^ ,       .  /        t        ^, 

The  preaeni  aitaek  came  on  two  days  ,  Z6th.--Improving ;    less  famtneas,    snd 

since  (May  22d).     She  had  been  very  well  ^^^  °°*  ««*  ^^^^  «>  weak  ;  bowels  open, 
all  the  day,  but  towards  evening  her  face        Sumatur  mistura  8vd  qndque  hortl. 
was  much  flushed,  and  tiicbody  generally,        Repetatur  01.  Ricini.     Milk  diet, 
especially  the  palms  of  the  hands,  felt  very        27th.— Got  up  a  little  yesterday  after* 

hot,  and  she  felt  rather  faint  and  sick  all  noon ;    felt  yery  giddy  and  faint.      This 

the  evening,  but  had  no  pain  or  load  in  the  morning  she  does  not  feel  quite  so  well ;  haa 

stomach.    Soonafter  eating  some  bread  and  alittte  headache;  there  is  no  pain  in  the 

cheese  for  sapper,  and  drinking  some  water,  epigastrium,  but  the  tenderness  remains  just 

she  was  suddenly  attacked  with  sickness  and  the  same  in  the  left  hypoehondriso  region ; 

vomiting.    She  did  not  see  what  she  brought  it  is  limited  to  a  very  small  space.    ITie 

up  at  first,  so  that  she  cannot  say  whether  it  milk  made  her  feel  rery  nnoomlbrtable,  bat 

was  her  supper  or  what  it  was ;  but  ahnost  did  not  canse  vomiting.     Pulse  86,  prettj 

directly  after  she  vomited  as  much  as  a  faP,  but  easily  compressed, 
quart   of   apparently  puce   unmUed  fluid  Omittatur  mistura. 

blood,  of  a  flond  colour.     Her  master  was        ^q^.       o.n,  #  i      .,.      . 
immediately  called ;  but  before  he  bad  time      ^atn.— atiil  feels  giddy  when  she  moves 

to  give  her  any  thing,  she  vomited  about  *°°'** »  ^^  tenderness  is  much  the  same ; 

another  quart  of  blood :    this  was  much  ^'^Ji?^  P^®  ?"**  ^*^^y ;  appetite  returning, 

darker,  and  partly  clotted.    The  attack  was  ,  oOth.—Did  not  feel  so  well  again  yester- 

not  preceded  or  accompanied  by  coughing ;  ^^l '  ^^^  ®»*»"5  «o»«  ^roth  she  had  pain 

the  blood  waa  not  at  aU  frothy,  and  was  ™  aorcness  across  the  stomnch.  but  to-day 

brought  up  with   reguLir  vomiting.      She  "Pf    ^^"    comfortable,     len    giddy,    and 

went  to  bed,  and  had  some  very  acid  medi-  J^'ongpr ;  has  a  sensation  of  ticking  in  her 

cine  to  take  every  four  hours.     During  the  °™  'V**^°  *®  stoops,  and  also  palpitation 

night  she  felt  very  faint,  and  could  not  sleep,  ^^  ^P  T^^\ 
but  had  no  return  of  the  vomiting,  nor  anv        l^ischarged  cured. 

pain.    The  following  moraing  (yesterday)         RKMAaKS.— 2>ia^0fjf«  This  patient  was 

she  drank  a  glass  of  cold  water;  this  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  after  the  principal 

immediattly  returned  by  vomiting,  and  with  symptom  of  her  malady,  via.  the  vomiting  of 

it  a  small  quantity  of  quite  bUck  clotted  blood,  had  ceased;  and  we  had  only  her 

blood.     After  this  she  had  some  pain  and  account  to  trust  to  in  the  foimation  of  a 

throbbing  in  the  head,  and  felt  faint  and  diagnosis  as  to  the  source  whence  the  blood 

sick,  but  did  not  vomit  again  till  this  mom-  had  proceeded.     Under  these  circumstances 

ing  (May  24th),  when  she  vomited  a  little  there  is  often  considerable  difficulty  in  asoer- 

gruel   that  she  had  token,  and  this   was  taining  whether  the  case  be  one  of  hnmate- 

slightly   tinged  with  blood.     The    bowels  mesis  or  haemoptysis :   in  the  present  in- 

were  opened  this  morning,  and  the  evacua-  stance,  however,   it  was  clearly  hsmate- 

tion  was  quite  black.  mesis.    It  was  distingaished  from  hamop- 

On  her  admission  the  face  and  lips  were  tysisby  both  positive  and  negative  symptoms 

pale,  the  skin  hot  and  uncomfortable  all  and  signs. 

over  the  body,  except  the  feet,  which  were         1st,  Ab  io  ikote  which  mark  ii  as  a  eoMe 

cold.     She  felt  very  weak  and  faint,  and  ra-  qf  htematemeM.-^  It  was  preceded  by  a 

tbersick.     The  pulse  was  108,  small  and  sense  of  sickness  and  faintneas,  asisasaally 

compressible;  she  was.  thirsty  ;  had  no  ap-  the  case  in  hiematemesis.    The  blood  eamo 

petite  for  food.     There  was  tenderness  on  up  with  regular  vomiting,  in  gushes ;  there 

pressure  in  the  epigastric  region,  and  ex-  was  no  food  seen   to   be  mixed  with  the 

tending  along  the  margins  of  the  ribs  on  the  blood,  but  this  probably  arose  from  herhav. 

left    side.       The   tongue  was  white,    and  ing  vomited  immediately  befbre;  and  it  is 

ahghUy  furred ;  the  urine  natural.  most  likely  that  the  supper  which  she  had 
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josfc eaten  waa  vomited  at  tkia  time;  there  Thus,  we  haye  reduced  the  causes  to  or- 

ia,  liowever,  no  eyidenoe  of  this,  as  she  did  ganic  diseaae  of  the  stomach  and  simple 

n0t  see  what  she  then  Tomited.     On  the  sang^neons  congestion,    and  to  these  we 

lil^llowing  morning  she  Tomited  some  water  might  add  as  predisposing  causes  her  sex 

which  she  drank,  and  with  it  came  a  small  and  temperament. 

quantity  of  black  clotted  blood,  shewing  If  organic  disease  of  the  stomach  was  the 
tiiat  there  waa  blood  in  the  stomach ;  and  the  cause  it  waa  probably  chronic  ulceration,  as 
eolonr  of  the  blood  proved  that  it  had  been  thane  were  no  evidences  of  cancer,  which  is 
there  some  little  time,  having  been  rendered  the  other  principal  organic  disease  of  the 
black  by  the  action  of  the  gastric  juice,  and  stomach.  There  arc  several  circumstances 
by  the  carbonic  acid,  &c.  in  the  stomach,  which  favour  the  idea  that  there  was  chronic 
The  second  day  she  again  vomited  after  eat-  ulceration,  and  that  this  produced  the 
ing  some  gruel,  and  this  also  waa  tinged  hsemorrhage  by  perforating  some  vessel  : 
with  blood  ;  and  when  the  bowels  were  thus,  the  severe  dyspeptic  symptoms  which 
opened,  the  evacuation  was  quite  black;  had  been  gradually  increasing  for  two  or 
and,  lastly,  there  was  great  reason  to  believe  three  years;  the  pain,  latterly  pretty  con- 
that  it  proceeded  from  the  stomach,  from  stent,  and  increased  by  either  hot  or  cold 
the  long-continued  derangement  which  had  fluids  ;  also,  the  fluid  state  and  florid  colour 
existed  in  this  organ,  as  manifested  by  the  of  the  blood  first  vomited,  increase  the  pro- 
dyspepsia  and  bilious  vomitings,  and  the  bahility  of  there  being  some  cause  to  pro* 
attack  which  she  had  about  a  month  pre-  duce  rupture  of  the  vessels,  for  it  is  difficult 
vioualy,  either  of  great  congestion  of  the  to  conceive  how  so  Urge  a  quantity  of  florid 
atomaob,  or  aabacnte  gratritis.  blood  could  come  from  the  stomach  vnless 

2d,  AMioih09ign»wMehahowthatitwa9  there  had  been  some  vessel  ruptured;  for 
not  a  eoft  qf,  hmmopiyiU^'^lt  was  not  pre-  had  it  transuded  through  the  coats  it  would 
ceded  or  accompanied  by  coughing ;  the  most  likely  have  been  rendered  dark  co- 
blood  was  not  at  all  frothy ;  the  quantity  of  loured  and  coagulated  before  so  much 
blood  was  greater  than  is  usual  in  hsemop-  could  have  escaped.  Again,  the  persis- 
tysis ;  and  there  were  no  symptoms  refer-  tence  of  tenderness  on  pressure  in  one 
rible  to  the  chest,  no  pain,  no  cough,  no  spot  would  seem  to  indicate  some  local 
dyspncea,  and  no  physical  signs  of  disease  disease  of  the  stomach  near  the  lnnd«is ;  and 
in  the  chest.  granting  this,  the  dischai^ge  of  so  much 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  it  fluid  blood  would  be  more  easily  accounted 

was  a  case  of  vomiting  of  blood,  or  htemate-  for  by  the  great  number  of  vessels  which 

mesis.  this  part  receives  from  the  splenic  artery. 

In  alluding  to  the  next  point,  viz.  the  It  is  very  probable  that  the  immediate  ex- 

eau»e  of  the  vomiting  of  blood,  we  have  citing  cause  of  the  hsemorrhage,  whether  it 

much  more  difficulty  to  encounter ;  perhaps  arose  from  rupture  or  tnmsudation,  was  the 

we  shall  b3  able  to  arrive  nearest  to  the  first  effort  of' vomiting  at  tiie  time  when 

truth  by  first  briefly  enumerating  the  various  we  presume  that  she  vomited  her  supper. 

p08siblecause8,andthen  excluding  those  which  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  easy  to  account 

manifestly  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  here.  for  the  cessation  of  the  hsemorrhage  and  ita 

Hematemesis  may  be  produced  by  orga-  non-reappearance  if  it  arose  from  rupture  of 
nio  disease  of  the  heart,  liver,  spleen,  &c. ;  a  vessel,  whilst  it  would  be  very  simply  ex- 
by  organic  disease  of  the  stomach,  either  plained  if  we  adopted  the  notion  of  conges- 
passive,  such  as  may  be  caused  by  an  ob-  tion  being  the  cause,  as  this  would  be 
struction  to  the  circulation,  or  active,  as  in  relieved  by  the  discbarge  of  blood ;  and  also 
the  early  stages  of  inflammation  of  the  sto-  taking  into  account  the  comparative  infre- 
mach ;  also,  by  a  morbid  state  of  the  blood,  quency  of  rupture  of  vesaela  in  the  stomach, 
such  as  exists  in  scurvy  ;  by  some  corrosive  we  should  be  more  inclined  to  attribute  it 
poiaons,  as  oxalic  acid ;  by  blows  or  strains,  to  congestion  ;  but  if  this  case  be  taken  by 
as  in  the  effort  of  vomiting ;  and  by  sup-  itself,  tiie  evidence  is,  we  think,  certainly  in 
pression  of  the  catamenia,  or  of  some  otiter  fiivour  of  the  hsematemesis  being  caused  by 
habitual  discharge.  Of  these  various  causes  the  rupture  of  a  vessel  or  vessels,  eitherf  rom 
we  may  exclude  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  ulceration  or  some  other  cause, 
liver,  and  spleen,  as  there  waa  no  evidence  The  treatment  indicated  alter  her  admis- 
of  any  such ;  also  the  determination  of  blood  sion  was  such  as  would  give  tone  to  the 
attending  the  early  stage  of  gastritis,  as  gas-  stomach  and  cause  contraction  of  the  vessels, 
tiitis  did  not  exist ;  also,  morbid  state  of  so  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the 
the  blood,  as  there  were  no  marks  of  this ;  hemorrhage.  The  symptoms  under  which 
also,  poisons,  as  she  had  not  taken  any ;  she  laboured  at  this  time  were  those  of 
also,  blows ;  also,  suppression  of  the  cata-  weakness,  combined  with  the  irritation  which 
menia,  as  she  had  menstruated  regularly  always  follows  large  losses  of  blood ;  pallor 
three  weeks  before  her  admission,  and  less  of  the  surface ;  faintness ;  giddiness ;  sick- 
than  that  therefore  before  the  attack.  ness  ;  coldness  of  the  extremities,  whilst  the 
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sUa  was  hoi  tAmmha^i  pobe  qttk%.  Vat 
small;  tfunt;  tongue  famd,  ftc  and  Itie 
meiiis  preacribed  were  resi  in  the  boriaoi^tal 
poatoffc,  whidi  ia  a  meaanre  of  primaiy 
importanoe  in  these  caae^,  and  the  internal 
administration  of  gallic  add  (whidi  was 
ahown  by  Dr.  Tliomaon  to  be  the  baab  of 
Knspini's  styptic}  every  three  botm«  gfn* 
dually  lengthening  the  interrals,  and  eeaaing 
to  gire  it  after  diree  days.  The  only  other 
medicine  she  had  was  castor-oil,  in  small 
doaea,  to  keep  the  bowels  regnlar.  Under 
tliia  treatment  flhe  got  rid  ol  moat  of  the 
symptoms,— —the  faintnesa,  giddineas,  ftc ; 
^  pnlse  became  fUDer  and  leaafreqncnt, 
and  her  strength  increased,  and  aha  waa  «fia- 
charged  cnred  within  ax  days  from  the  time 
of  bar  admission. 

The  frognotiM  of  luematemeais  ia  gene- 
nlly  fisvonrable,  especially  in  firat  attacks, 
as  here ;  hot  should  the  hemorrhage  return, 
the  prognosis  will  be  mndi  leas  fiiTonrable, 
as  there  will  be  a  greater  probability  eren 
than  at  present  of  there  being  some  oipnic 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  MR.  PAGET. 

Oir  Satnrday  h«t.  Marsh  4th,  a  BreakiMt 
Sarrioe  of  Plate,  of  the  valneofifTO,  waa 
pfeaeoted  to  Mr.  Fsget  by  hte  pnpila, 
aa  a  tribute  of  catoem,  and  aa  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  obligatioa  to  him  for 
the  very  Tahuble  Demonatrations  of  Patho- 
logical Anatomy  whidi  he  haa,  during 
aeveral  srasiona,  grstuitonslyihaiiteiad  at  the 
School  of  St.  Barlhalomew's  HoapitaL 

The  teatiraonial  waa  aeeomponied  byaa 
address  signed  by  hia  puptla,  expressing  their 
high  aenae  of  hia  ability  aa  a  teacher,  and 
thdr  hope  that  they  and  their  anecessors 
nay  long  enjoy  die  advantagca  of  his  in- 
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LECTURES  youtig  married  lady  whom  I  hare  Uielj  at* 

^j,  y^jj  tended  in    her    first    eonlinement    had    a 

_     _  voracioQs    appetite  durinir   the  last    three 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OP  months  of  he?  pregnancy,  and  indulged  in 

MIDWIFERY,  aU  kinds  of  stimulating  rich  food.    A  tew 

'    Tk^f       J'    ji.   mi.    A      ^oj   />         t  days  after  the  birth  of  her  child,  which  vat 

J)cl„tred«H&eThe^^SI.G4«v't  .pj^arently  herfthy,  there  appe^.«d  at  to- 

Motffuaif  tervals  with  fever  a  great  number  of  small  and 

By  Robert  Lbb,  M.D.  F.R.6.  large  dark  oobured  Tesieles  orer  the  lower 

part  of  its  abdomen,  Inferior  extremities, 

y               YTY  neck,  and  head,  which  had  all  the  oharacCen 

i^BCTURB  AiA.  ^  pemphJgus.    These  had  appeared  before 

On  the  eammtmietUion  of  SearM  Fetnr,  the  mother's  milk  could  be  taken  in  sufficient 

•    Measiet,  BmtdUpox,  Syphilis,  imd  othtr  quantity  to  prodnoe  the  disease,  and  I  have 

:   di9edte9tt9iheFBttuamUt€r6.  Bropayqf  qq  doabt  the   disease  was  commnideated 

Me  Amniom.  before  birth.  When  I  first  saw  thie  eruption 

In  nianjr  pregnant  women  the  blood  is  in  a  I  had  some  suspicion  of  a  syphilitic  taint  In 

diseased  condition,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  parents,  but  this  was  perfectly  ground- 

this  is  the  cause  of  nearly  all  the  morbid  hss,  and  thesameeffect  may  beprodaeed,afl 

Idterations  of  structure  in  the  placenta,  and  Mauriceau  has  so  clearly  stated,  and  who 

other  parts  iff  tiie  ovum,  which  hare  been  de-  knew  this  disease  was  not  syphilitie,  by  in 

teribed  in  the  last  two  lectures.  Most  of  the  excited  plethoric  state  of  the  mother  in  the 

thirteen  women  whose  cases  were  last  de-  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  fh>m  the  same 

tailed,  lo  illustrate  the  organic  diseases  of  eaose  as  in  the  preceding  case,  improper 

the  placenta,  were  in  ddieate  health,  but  ap-  food.    Dr.  Webster,  who  saw  this  child  in 

peared  to  labour  under  no  specific  complaint;  eonsultation  with  me,  recommended  in  ae- 

but  some  specific  disease  may  hare  been  eordance  with  myself  changing  the  Burse, 

latent  in  all  of  them,  for  we  are  often  prt-  And  giving  a  gndn  and  a  half  of  ehalk  and 

vented  from  pushing  our  investigations  suf-  mercury,    with  some    rhubarb,  night  and 

ieiently  far,  under  such  circumstances,  to  morning,  forafortnight,tothi0child,  by  which 

enablens  to  ascertixtt  the  whole  truth.  Before  means  its  health  rapiifly  improved,  and  the 

taking  leave  of  this  subject — ^the  organic  dis-  pemphigus  disappeared.      But  the  lady's 

eases  of  the  placenta,  and  the  death  of  the  milk  did  not  disappear  so  readily,  and  she 

foetus    in    repeated  pregnancies — it  seems  determined,  contrary  to  our  c^inkm,  to  ttiak« 

necessary  to  state  the  focts  which  have  been  the  experiment  a  second  time  of  suckling  her 

tsoertained  with  certainty,   respecting  the  own  wbad ;  but  before  recommencing  snck- 

commnnication  of  morbid  poimns  from  the  ling,  she  got  the  child  of  her  wet-nnrseto  dmw 

mother  to  the  foetus  in  ntero.     Some  yeara  out  her  nipples,  and  prepare  her  for  the 

ego,  I  saw  a  child  bom  in  the  lying-in  wafd  duty  she  was  determined  to  undertake.     In 

of  St.   Marylebone  Infirmary,  whose  ab-  a  few  days  the  wet  nurse's  child  was  attacked 

domen,  thighs,  and  legs,  vrere  covered  with  with  fever,  and  pemphigus  appeared  all  ever 

SBsall  and  lai^  vesications,  which  contained  the  body.    If  I  recollect  right.  Dr.  Blundett 

a  turbid  fluid.    The  mother  had  been  out  of  has  related  in  hie  lectures  the  case  of  an 

health  during  pregnancy,  but  did  not  appear  infimt  which  was  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Low* 

to  be  afl^eted  with  any  specific  disease.  Lob-  der,  and  was  twice  cured  of  syphilie  by  mer* 

itein,  and  Joei^,  have  also  observed  pem-  eury,  but  the  symptoms  recurring  a  third 

phlgtts  on  children  at  the  time  of  birth.    A  time,  he  suspected  the  infocUon  was  dimwn 

798.— XXXI.  3  L 
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from    the  mother's  milk :    the  'chfld  wu  disease ;  and  tiie  same   drcamatsooe  miut 

weanedy  and  cured  without  difficulty.  haye  happened  to  Maurioean,  before  he  was 

The  disease  called  by  Underwood  skin*  bom.  Van  Swieten,  says  Mr.  Hnater, 
bound,  induration  of  the  cellular  membrane,  likewise  mentions  what  Matoriceau  relales  a 
haff  been  observed  in  some  instances  com-  of  himself.  This  author  testifies  that  he  had 
pletely  formed  at  the  time  of  birth.  There  often  heard  his  father  and  mother  say  that 
are  examples  of  scarlet  fever i  measles,  and  the  latter,  when  big  with  bim,  and  verjr 
small-pox,  being  communicated  to  the  foetus  near  ber  tine  of  delivery,  had  a  painful 
in  ntero.  In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  attendance  on  one  of  her  children,  who  died 
Dr.  Montgomery  states  that  he  attended  &  of  the  small-pox  on  the  seventh  day  of  the 
patient  who  was  delivered  a  month  before  eruption  ;  and  that  on  the  day  foHowing  the 
her  time,  when  just  recovering  from  an  death  of  this  child,-  Manrioean  came  into 
attack  of  scarlatina :  the  child's  skin  ex-  the  world,  bringing  with  him  live  or 
hibited  the  eruption  in  several  places,  six  true  pustules  of  the  small-pox.  **  It 
^'  Very  many  instances,''  he  observes,  *'  of  does  not  appear,  observes  Mr.  Hunter,  bow'- 
the  eruptive  diseases  have  been  noticed  in  the  ever,  from  this  ledtal,  whether  or  not  Man- 
immature  foetus  and  child  at  birth.  Vogel  riceau  passed  through  life  free  from  any 
and  Rosen  mention  instances  of  children  posterior  infection ;  but  admitting  that  thta 
bom  with  the  traces  of  measles,  and  Guer-  eraption  of  Maurioeau's  was  truly  the  small- 
sent  says  he  saw  an  infant  bom  with  the  pox,  yet  I  should  very  much  doubt  his  having 
ctiiption  on  it,  having  taken  the  disease  from  caught  it  from  the  child  who  died  of  it,  as  it 
the  mother."  should  seem  that  the  pustules  of  Maorioeait 

Not  only  has  small-pox  been  comiBunl-  were  of  the  same  date  with  those  of  the  cUld 

eated  by  the  mother  when  labouring  under  who  died."  Mr.  Hunter  thought  there  were 

the  ctisease,  to  the  foetus  in  utero,  but  the  con-  two  modes  in  which  smaU-pox  ooold  be  com- 

tagion  has  been  conveyed  to  the  foetus  by  the  municated  to  the  foetus  in  utero — one  by  in- 

mother  when  she  has  been  in  perfect  health,  fection  from  the  mother  while  labouring  under 

In  the  28th  volume  of  the  Philosophical  the  disease,  the  "other  by  the  mother 'shaving 

Transactions,  there  is  the  history  of  a  woman,  absorbed  the  small-pox  matter  fhrai  some- 

who,  having  had  mUd  small-pox,  miscarried  other  person,  and  tbe  matter  being  carried 

with  a  dead  female  child,  whose  whole  body  to  the  child  from  the  connection  bc^een  the 

was  covered  with  variolous  pustules  full  of  two,  wUeh  we  may  suppose  done  with  or 

ripe  matter.  without  first  affecting  the  mother."    T\aB 

There  U  another  case  recofded  in  the  46t]i  view  was,  indeed,  preriously  stated  by  Dr. 
volume.  **  A  woman  big  with  child,  having  Mead,  who  relates  a  case  to  prove  that  the 
herself  long  ago  had  small-pox,  very  as-  foetus  in  the  womb  may  be  infected  by  the 
siduously  nursed  a  maid-servant  during  the  contagion  of  which  the  mother  does  not  par- 
whole  process  of  this  disease.  At  the  proper  take.  **  A  woman,  who  had  long  bdbra 
time  she  brought  forth  a  healthy  female  suffered  the  small-pox,  nursed  ber  husbaad, 
child,  in  whose  skin  Dr.  Watson  asserted  under  that  disease,  towards  the  end  of  her 
that  he  discovered  evident  marks  of  the  pregnancy,  and  was  brought  to  bed  in  due 
small-pox,  which  she  must  have  gone  through  time.  The  child  wa$  dead,  and  cctfertd  ali 
in  the  womb  :  and  the  same  physician  pro-  over  with  varioiout  ptutulet,** 
nounced  that  this  child  would  be  free  from  These  very  curious  facts  I  think  aatisfte* 
future  infection.  After  four  years  her  torily  prove  that  the  contagion  of  smaU-poz 
brother  was  inoculated ;  and  Dr.  Watson  may  be  conveyed  to  the  foetus  when  the 
obtained  permission  of  the  parents  to  try  the  mother  is  not  affected  by  the  disease ;  but  if 
same  experiment  on  the  girl.  The  operation  you  entertain  the  slightest  doubt  on  tfaa 
was  performed  on  botib  children  in  the  subject  it  will  be  removed  by  the  two 
same  manner,  and  the  pus  used  in  both  following  interesting  cases,  related  by  Dr. 
cases  was  taken  from  the  same  patient.  The  Jenner  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Medico-* 
event,  however,  was  different :  for  the  boy  Chirurgical  Transactions.  If  this  be  demon- 
had  the  regular  eraption,  and  got  well ;  but  strated,  it  is  highly  probable  that  varioua 
the  girl's  arm  did  not  inflame  nor  suppurate,  other  morbid  poisons  may  be  transmitted  to 
On  the  tenth  day  from  the  insertion  of  the  the  foetus,  and  produce  their  specific  effects 
matter,  she  turned  pale  suddenly,  was  languid  upon  it,  without  the  system  of  the  mother 
for  two  days,  and  afterwards  was  very  well,  being  implicated,  and  without  our  being  able 
Jn  the  neighbourhood  of  the  incision  there  to  trace  them  Co  their  origin, 
appeared  a  pustule  like  those  pustules  that  "  About  five  years  ago,"  says  Dr.  Jenner» 
we  sometimes  observe  in  persons  who,  having  "  I  was  requested  by  Dr.  Croft  to  vaccinate 
bad  the  disease,  attend  patients  ill  of  the  the  infant  of  Mrs.  W.,  a  kdy  in  Portland 
smaU-pox."  This  case  affords  undoubted  Place.  The  vaccine  fluid,  which  was  ififfwted 
proof  that  the  contagion  of  small-pox  may  fresh  from  the  arm  of  another  infant,  pro- 
be communicated  to  the  foetus  in  utero,  duced  scarcely  any  effect  beyond  a  little 
where  the  mother  is  not  affected  with  the  efflorescence  on  the  part,  which  in  a  few 
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days  duappeared.    On  my  expressing  my  eruption  had  increased  to  some  thousand?, 

aorpriae  at  this,  such  an  occurrence  hap.  perfectly  distinct,  and  their  characters  well 

peniog  very  rsrelj,  Mrs.  W.  soon  removed  marked.   Many  among  the  most  respectable 

my  embarraasnient  hy  the  foUowingnarratire.  physicians  and  surgeons  from  Totness,  Ash- 

A  few  days  previous  to  her  confinement  she  burton,  and  the  neighbourhood,  were  kind 

met  a  very  disgusting  object,  whose  face  enough,  at  my  request,  to  come  to  the  poor 

was  covered  with  the  sma]l>poz.    The  smell  woman's  place  of  abode  and  witness  the  fact. 

and  appearance  of  the  poor  creature  affected  But  to  put  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  I 

her  much  at  the  time ;  and  though  she  men-  armed  some  lancets  with  the  virus,  and  pro-^ 

tioned  the  eircamstance  on  her  return  home,  duoed  the  smalUpox  by  inoculating  with  it. 

the  had  no  idea  that  her  infant  could  auflfer  On  the  18th  the  infant  was  seized  with  slight 

(com  it,  having  had  the  smalUpox  herself  convulsions,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 

when  a  child.    During  a  few  days  after  Ua  it  expired/  " 

hirth  the  little  one  seemed  ^uite  well,  hut  on        Ths  venereal  poison  is  often  communicated 

the  fifth  ^y  it  became  indisposed,  and  on  to  the  fioetus  in  utero  through  the  medium 

tiie  seventh  the  small-poK  appeared.    The  of  the  maternal  blood ;  and  it  may  either  be 

pustules,  which  were  lew  in  number,  raatu-  destroyed  and  expelled  prematurely,  in  a 

rated  eompletely.    Dr.  Croft,  who  attended  flaccid  putrid  state,  with  the  cuticle  peeling 

her,  being  ourioua  to  know  the  effect  of  off,  or  it  may  be  bom  alive,  covered  with 

inoculation  from  one  of  the  pustules,  put  a  syphilitic  eruption,  or  with  gonorrhcea, 

some  of  the  matter  taken  from  one  of  them  or  purulent  ophthalmia.     More  frequently 

into  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  eminently  children  SP  infected  are  born  in  an  apparently 

versed  in  that  practice,  which  produced  the  healthy  condition,  and  the  disease  manifests 

disease  oorreetly.   Mrs.  W.  was  not  sensible  itself  in  a  very  unequivocal  manner  several 

of  any  indisposition  herself  from  this  ex-  weeks  after  birth.     Patches  of  red  coppery 

poanre,  nor  had  she  any  appearance  of  the  discoloration,  more  or  less  extensive,  appear 

amall-pos."  over  the  whole  surface,  and  desquamation  of 

''  Another  case,  aimilar  in  its  general  the  cuticle  takes  place,  without  much  or  any 

character  to  the  above,  was  lately  commu-  preceding  inflammation.      "You  will  aee 

nicated  to  me,"  says  Dr.  Jenner,  "  by  Mr.  these  patches    of   light  coppery  red  dia- 

Hcnry  Gervis,  a  surgeon  of  eminence  at  colouration   of   the    skin^"   observes  Mr. 

Aahbvton,  in  Devonshire.  Mr.  Gervis  says,  Lawrence,   ''particularly    huge  and  vivid 

*  the  small-pox  having  appeared  in  the  village  about  the  face,  so  that  the  child'a  face  has  a 

of  Woolson-Oreen,  about  three  miles  from  nasty  scabby  appearance ;  you  observe  large 

Aahbnrton,  the  6th  May,  1808, 1  vaccinated  fissures  at  the  corners  of  the  mouth,  aphtlue 

a  poor  woman,  the  wife  of  James  Basquell,  of   the    mucous    membrane,  and  soreness 

who  was  in  the  laat  month  of  her  pr^;nancy.  about  the  eyelids ;  you  find  that  the  nostrils 

Her  three  ohildran  had  been  inoculated  the  become  inflamed  and  tender,  and  that  a 

preceding  day  with  variokius  matter,  by  the  thick  viscid  yeUow  secretion  stops  up  the 

anrgeonwho  attended  the  poor  of  the  parish,  nares,  so  that  the  child  makes  a  kind  of 

and  who  had  very  properly  declined  inocu-  sniffling  noise,  and  seems  as  if  the  respiration 

lating  her  also,  on  account  of  her  particular  were  impeded.    When  you  come  to  examine 

eitoation.    I  made  two  punctures  in  each  it,  you  find  the  nostrils  plugged  up  with 

arm,  each  of  which  fortunately  succeeded,  thick  yellow  matter.     In  conjunction  with 

and  she  regularly  passed  the  disorder,  com-  these  symptoms  you  find,  as  you  might  na- 

phnnittg  only  on  the  tenth  and  eleventh  turally 'expect,  that  the  child  loses  flesh, 

days,  when  the  areola  waa  most  extended,  becomes    shrivelled,    miserably   emaciated, 

aa  ia  «suaL  I  saw  her  very  firequently  during  fretful,    and    irritable,   exhibiting   marked 

the  progress  of  the  dis4irder,  and  once  or  signs  of  the  most  unfavourable  constitutionid 

twice  after   its   complete   termination ;    I  affection ;  and,  in  fiict,  if  the  disease  be  not 

therefore  can  speak  positively  that,  during  relieved,  it  very  soon  sinks  under  it.''    A 

that  time,  she  laboured  under  no  symptom  course  of  chalk  and  mercury  is  requisite,  and 

but  what  ia  connected  with  the  cow-pox.  the  disease  often  jitida  to  this  treatment  if 

From  thia  period  she  continued  perfecUy  proper  food  be  provided.    Comparatively 

well,  and  on  Saturday  last,  the  11th  instant,  few  women  affected  with  secondary  syphilis 

•he  was  delivered  of  a  female  child,  having,  go  to  the  full  period,  and  the  expulsion  of 

nt  the  time  of  its  birth,  many  eruptions  on  the  foetus  is  usually  preceded  by  its  death* 

it,  bearing  much  the  appearance  of  small-  Butchildren  are  sometimes  bom  prematurely, 

pox  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease.    This  where  they  appear  to  have  been  destroyed 

event  happened  five  weeks  after  her  vaccina-  by  syphilis,  though  the  mother  has  never 

tion,  and  one  month  after  she  had  been  had  the  disease  in  any  form  or  at  any  period 

exposed  to  the  varioloua  infection  of  her  own  of  life.    This  is  disputed,  but  I  have  no 

ihne  diUdren,  and  that  of  several  other  doubt  of  the  fact.    A  woman  may  give  birth 

persona  in  the  nme  village.    On  the  14  th  I  to  a  child  which  has  been  destroyed  by* 

Wffited  the  child  again,  when  I  found  the  syphilis,  and  yet  she  may  never  have  haf 
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any  symptom  of  the  disease,  local  or  con-  be<»me  infected  in  the  maimer  irtadi  1 

stitutional.    The  contagion,  in  these  cases,  now  describe, 
is  conveyed  by  her  from  her  husband  to  the        "  Mrs.  B.  had  her  breasts  drswH  twieeby 

child,  as  the  contagion    of   smalUpox  is  this  woman  t  upon  the  death  of  her  aBeoad 

conveyed,  if  it  is  not  actaally  introduced  child,  which  died  of  the  ■Baall'pOK,   m4 

before,  as  Astmc  supposes,  at  the  time  of  within  three  or  tomr  weeka  afterwarda,  per* 

impiegnation.  ceived  a  sweOhig  of  (he  axillary  glaida,  aai 

When  a  syphilitic  taint  exists  in  either  complained  of  soreness  ia  her  throat.     She 

parent,  the  pernicious  influence  of  the  dis*  consulted  the  late  Mr.  Billafli,  a  jr* 

ease  in  destroying  ^e  foetus  may  be  observed  surgeon,  who  asanred  Imt  that  tta 

in  repeated  pregnandcs,  and  I  beliere  that  aifeeting  her  throat  was  Tenereal,  aad 

in  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  organic  it  agre^ly  to  that  opiaioo.     Di 

disease  of  the  placenta  it  is  not  inflammation  treatment  she  became  pngaaat, 

but  syphilis  which  produces  the  alteration  of  tinned  the  use  of  the  meAdnae  ] 

structure  and  death  of  the  foetus,  and  that  till  she  arrived  at  iht  fifth  meath 

the    ordinary   constitutional   treatment    of  pregnancy.     At  the  end  of  tiia  i 

secondary  syphilis  with  mercury  and  sarsa-  month,  she  miscarried  of  a  dead  ebtti.     1 

parilla  should  generally  be  employed  where  attended  her  during  labour,  and  psnshal 

one  or  more  children  have  died  within  the  nothing  amiss  in  the  vagina  or  eaal%a0Bs 

uterus.    Ihe  most  remarkable  circumstanoe  parts.    She  assured  me  that  these  paits  hal 

is  the  number  of   years  which  may  have  never  been  affbcted  with 

elapsed  between  the  apparent  cure  of  the  previously  to  this  oonfinemeBl 

disorder  in  the  parents,  and  the  manifestation  three  hedthy  children.    She 

of  its  effects  upon  the  children.    A  gentle*  nant  again  in  1772,  continued  fee  ea}oy  gesi 

man  may  have  been  fifteen  years,  or  longer,  health,  and  was  delivered  on  Febraary  Xfth. 

without  any  symptoms  of  venereal  disease,  1778,  of  a  child  apparently  heaMly,  whieh 

his  wife  may  be  in  perfect  health,  and  yet  she  herself  suckled.    When  the  cMd  was 

his  ^lood  may  be  so  tainted  that  all  his  about  aiz  weeks  old,  an  emptloa,  wliieh  I 

children  will  die  prematurely  fitmi  syphilis,  judged  to  be  syphilitlo,  eppaarad  apea  ifii 

or  exhibit  unequivocal  secondary  symptoms  legs  and  arms.     1  immediately  pat  beflfe  Che 

of  venereal  disease  at  the  time  of  birth  or  mother  and  child  upon  a  atereuiiai  esane, 

soon  after.     It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  giving  the  former  small  doses  of  Hfdmr. 

why  Mr.  Hunter  should  have  doubted  the  Submur.,  and  the  latter  Hydrsr.  caai  CML 

possibility  of  syphilis  being  communicated  By  this  treatment  the  child  wasy  ia  e  iNrt 

to  the  foetus  in  utero,  or  on  what  grounds  time,  freed  from  the  eiuptfao,  bat  eestfaaid 

Mr.  Abemethy  maintained  that  the  foetus  in  to  take  the  medicine  till  the  begiaaj^  ^ 

utero  is  unaffected  by  syphilis  till  after  the  August.     In  October  fbOowfaig  two  er  ttaes 

sixth  month.  smeil  ulcers  appeared  on  the  uutaMs  ef  the 

Maurioeau    has    given  a  very  full  and  labia  pudendi  of  the  child,  and  sa  lUi  ac* 

accurate  account  of  the  symptoms  and  treat-  count  the  mercurial  course  vras  reaaHMd, 

ment  of  syphilis  during  pregnancy,  and  of  with  the  addition  of  an  fMWSshaisI  dase  ef 

the    manner   in  which  it  originates.     He  Hydrar.  Submurias.    Hie  akers 

knew  that  a  child  afliected  with    syphilis  healed,  but  in  May  1774,  Che  m 

could  communicate  the  disease  to  a  healthy  came  sore,  and  the  integaaieats  of  the 

nurse    by  suckling ;    and    he    accordingly  were  also  tender :    at  the  ssase  liai 

recommends  a  goat  to  be  provided  for  Uie  voice  of  the  chiki  grew  hoerse.    1W 

infected  child  instesd  of  a  sound  woman,  curisi  course  was  repeated^  ead 

In  a  paper  by  Mr.  Hey,  on  the  Effects  of  tiie  for  two  months.    The  chOd  alee 

Venereal  Disease  on  the  Foetus  in  Utero,  medicines  during  part  of  the  meaihe of 

published  in  the  7th  Vol.  of  the  Medico-  tember  and  October,  after  which  tiae  1 

Chirui^cal  Thmsactions,  the  following  in-  was  no  recurrence  of  disease.    laJ^MlH^ 

teresting  case  haa  been  recorded.     In  the  Mrs.   B.  bore  another   child*  wideli   was 

latter  end  of  the  year  1770,  and  the  begin-  apparently  healthy  at  its  birth,  aad  ceali«eed 

ning  of  1771,  a  blind  woman,  who  gained  to  be  so  for  s  4w  weeks.     Bkedhes  af  a 

her  living  by  drawing  the  breasts  of  women  copper  colour  then  appeared  apea  ftm 

during  their  confinement,  became  allbcted  but  soon  dissppeared  apon  havlaf  fai 

with  ulcers  at  the  angles  of  the  lips,  which  to  the  mercurial  medidaes,     Alhv 

were  judged  to  be  venereal.     I  saw  the  time  the  blotdies  appeared  again,  and 

uleen,  and  thought  them  to  be  of  that  aooompeaied  by  a  ssuH  aksr  aa  the  h 

description.    She  had  drawn  the  breasta  of  pudendi,  as  in  the  former  case.    Ae 

a  woman  who  was  supposed  to  be  labouring  was,  however,  eomplelBly  eared  by  a 

under  the  venereal  disease,  and  the  ukeie  tition  of  the  treafawal,  aad  namiaad  i 
did  not  heal  till  they  were  treated  as  hi  a        Before  t^li^  leave  of  iSUM  m^Bdk^  I 

case  of   syphilis.     Several  women,  whose  again  observe  thst  it  Is  laydhite,  hi  el  i 

^rmsts  were  drawn  by  this  poor  wonum,  of  syphilis  doriag  pragaaary. 
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ijmptoou  be  prinury  or  Mcondkrr,  to  giv«  bcgw  to  tcquire  bd  ddiuuiI  axe.     On  the 

mcTEorT  Mid  nruparilk,  uid  to  emploT  all  43ddsythaab(lomenhidbecuineeDormom]j 

tlta  Dtlwr  meuu  which  ire  nnull;  b»d  n-  iwollen,  and  tbe  rapiration  wu  Uboiiom. 

conna  to  in  ouei  of  ijphilii  where  preg-  The  roembranet  were  soon  eftec  panctnred 

uuc;  dot*  not  exiat.    Blue  piU,  or  chalk  with    a    long    needle,   and   ai    the    water 

mod  mercDTj,  are,  perbape,  tbo  beat  pKpira-  flowed,  the  nunefaction  graduallf  mbiided ; 

tinoi  which  can  be  tued.     I  do  not  know  labour  paim  oame  on  tbe  following  da;,  and 

from  actiul  obMrration  whether  mercury  two  dead  children  were  expelled.     In  ttali 

act*  like  a  poiKm  on  the  child,  aa  tome  have  caie  about  a  quarter  of  the  fcetal  anrface  of 

■Mcrtad,  ami  ai  1  fonnerlf  believed.     It  U  the  amnion  wu  inflamed,  bein^  of  a  deep 

difficult  to  nnderatand  wb;  it  iboald  poiion  red  colour,  and  double  the  natural  thickoew. 

a  child  in  ntero.  and  have  the  eSeot,  after  Tlie  third  caie  niaembled  tbe  two  precedin| 

torth,  of  connleracting  the  ptnion  of  t^biUt.  in  all  enenUal  drcnmatancea,  and  the  ^- 
pearancea  obaerved  in  tbe  amnion  were  nearlv 

naoFSY  or  the  ahhion.  aimilar. 

TIh  pretamatural  diateniion  of  the  uterua  In  1B17,  Scarpa  publiahed  a  memoir  on 

bj  ID  exceaaiTe  qoaotitj  of  liquor  amnii,  in  aacitea  complicated  with  prcgnancr,  but  it 

the  latter  monthi  of  pregnancy,  forma  one  conlaios  no  obiervation*  relating  to  the  na- 

of  the  meet  diatreaiing  complicstioiia  of  the  ture  of  dropij'  of  tbe  amnion,  nor  to  ^ 

gravid  at>t«,  and  baa  not  uafrequentlf  given  If  mptoma  by  which  it  can  be  distingniabed 

riae  to  dangeroni  erron  in  practice.     In  (he  from  Eflbuon  of  fluid  into  tbe  general  cavity 

work*  of  tbe  earlier  writer*  on  the  diaeaaea  of  tbe  abdomen. 

of  pregnancy,  and  particularly  in  thou  of  In  the  laat  lecture  I  related  aeveral  caaea 
Hanriceau  and  IJjnotla,  wo  find  caaea  of  thit  affection  in  which  it  waa  complicated 
raoordcd  of  drop*;  of  the  uterua.  Similar  with  organic  diaeaae  of  tbe  placenta  ;  'and  in 
caa*a  are  to  be  met  with  in  th«  writing*  of  many  oQier  caaes  which  have  come  under  my 
^audelocqUB  and  Gardieu ;  and  theee  author*  obiervatton  it  hai  Ikri  combined  with  by- 
are  tbe  fir*I  who  Kern  to  have  been  ac-  drocepbalua,  or  aome  malformed  oi'diaeued 
qnainted  with  the  general  fact,  that  tbe  fluid  condition  of  the  foetni,  which  rendered  it  in- 
in  tbia  affection  ia  contained  within  &e  capable  of  sapportiag  life  lubieqnent  to 
cavity  of  the  anuiion.  It  waa  not,  however,  birth  ;  and  the  aame  circomatance  haa  bew 
until  the  publication  of  M.  Merder'a  paper  obaerved  in  moit  of  tbe  case*  wbkh  have 
on  thii  tubject,  in  1809,  that  any  attempt  been  recorded  by  the  aulhora  to  whom  I 
waa  made  to  determine  tbo  true  pathology  have  alluded.  In  very  few  of  tbe  caaea  wUch 
of  the  diaeaae  by  an  accniate  examination  of  I  have  ee«n  ha*  tbe  formation  of  an  eicearive 
the  Dontcata  Of  tlie  gravid  nten».  Hi*  qoantity  of  liquor  amnii  been  aceompudad 
paper  contain*  three  ok*  of  acute  dropay  with  inflammatory  and  dropaical  aymptoma 
of  the  amnion  ;   and  from  tbe  appearance*  in  the  mother,  and  in  none  did  the  amnioo 


1  invariably  depend*  on  in-  acribed,  and  which  led  him  to  iikfei  that  la- 
in of  the  amnion.  The  flrat  caae  ia  flammation  of  the  amnion  i*  the  eeaential 
thatof  a  woman,  Kt.  30,  five  montha  preg-  caoae  of  tbe  diieaae.  Whan  nDcoonected 
nant,  who,  aAcr  being  fatigued  and  over-  with  a  dropaical  diatheaia  in  the  mother,  I 
heated,  drank  a  quantity  of  cold  water,  and  am  diapoaed  to  conuder  It  merely  a*  ma  of 
wat  in  couaequence  teixed  with  pain*  in  the  the  numeron*  diaeaaea  of  the  fcelua  in  ntaro 
r«gion  of  the  pobet  and  loina,  cold  ahivering,  which  arise  from  eomtitutiooal  diaorder  in 
nanaea,  anxiety,  and  cough.  Tbe  pain  in  the  parenta,  and  more  eapedally  from 
tkelowerpart  of  the  abdomen  increaied,  and  ayphilii. 

the  hyjMgMtrlon  became  taiaa  and  awcdlen.  Tbe  diagnoiii  of  dropay  of  the  ammon  ia 

On  the  16th  day,  the  abdomen  being  greatly  matt  difficult  Id  the  rimple  (i>nn   of  the 

enlaiged,  Uboni  pains  came  on,  and  ten  diaeaae,  when  the  eBhnon  haa  taken  place  to 

pint*  of  liquor  amnii  were  diacharged,  and  a  great  extent,  ind  when  complioted  with 

aAcrward*    two    fcetuaea,    which    acarcely  aacitea.     In  both  theae   case*,    flnctnatiim, 

■hewedanyaigaaof  life,  weieeipelled.    He  more  or  lea*  dlatinct,  can  be  perceived  OD 

fotal  maUce  of  tbe  amnion  waa  partially  percuaaion  of  the  abdomen  ;  but  we  can  ob- 

coated  with  falae  membrane,  and  the  amnion  tain  from  thia  ngn  no  positive  information 

ifaelf  covered  with  blood-veaaela,  and  of  a  to  enable  ua  to  dttermine  whether  the  (inid 

rote-red  colour.  be  contained  in  the  cavity  of  the  peritODOdai 

In  the  •eccmd  case,  the  infliction  of  an  or  amnion,  or  in  both  theae  membrMte*.   In 

a  Mon  followed  tbe  simple  form  of  dropty  of  the  Hanim, 
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any  symptom  of  the  disease,  local  or  con-  became  infected  in  the  manner  whieh  1  alidl 

stittttional.    The  contagion,  in  these  cases,  now  describe. 

is  conveyed  by  her  from  her  hosband  to  the  "  Mrs.  B.  had  her  breasta  drawn  twice  bf 

dkild,  as  the  contagion    of  small-pox  is  this  woman  t  upon  the  death  of  her  aeooiid 

conveyed,  if  it  is  not  actually  introduced  child,  which  died  of   the  small-poz,  and 

before,  as  Astrac  supposes,  at  the  time  of  within  three  or  four  weeks  afterwards,  per« 

impregnation.  ceived  a  swelling  of  the  azillary  glands,  and 

When  a  syphilitic  taint  exists  in  either  complidned  of  soreness  in  her  tltfoat. 

parent,  the  pernicious  influence  of  the  dis-  consulted  the  late  Mr.  Billam,  a  Jndii 

ease  in  destroying  the  foetus  may  be  observed  surgeon,  who  assured  her  that  the  di 

in  repeated  pregnancies,  and  I  believe  that  affectingher  throat  was  venereal,  and  treatnd 

in  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  organic  it  agt-eeably  to  that  opinion.     Dnriag  tWa 

disease  of  the  placenta  it  is  not  inflammation  treatment  she  became  pregnant,  but  camr 

but  syphilis  which  produces  the  alteration  of  tinned  the  use  of  the  medicines  prescribed 

structure  and  death  of  the  foetus,  and  that  till  she  arrived  at  tiie  fifth  month  oT  bcr 

the    ordinary   constitutional   treatment    of  pregnancy.     At  the  end  of  the   teventli 

secondary  syphilis  with  mercury  and  sarsa-  month,  she  miscarried  of  a  dead  child.     I 

parilla  should  generally  be  employed  where  attended  her  durine  labour,  and  perceived 

one  or  more  children  have  died  within  the  nothing  amiss  in  the  vagina  or  oontigao«a 

uterus.    The  most  remarkable  drcumstanoe  parts.    She  assured  me  Uiat  these  parts  had 

is  the  number  of  years  wUch  may  have  never  been  affected  with  disease,  and  thsit 

elapsed  between  the  apparent  cure  of  the  previously  to  this  confinement  she  had  borne 

disorder  in  the  parents,  and  the  manifestation  tliree  healthy  children.     She  beeasM  pitg-^ 

of  its  effects  upon  the  children.    A  gentle-  nant  again  in  1772,  continued  to  en}^  S^*^ 

man  may  have  been  fifteen  years,  or  longer,  health,  and  was  detivered  on  February  Wth, 

without  any  symptoms  of  venereal  disease,  1778,  of  a  child  apparently  healthy,  which 

his  wife  may  be  in  perfect  health,  and  yet  she  herself  suckled.    When  the  ehlld  vras 

his  ^lood  may  be  so  tainted  that  all  his  about  six  weeks  old,  an  eruption,  whidi  I 

children  will  due  prematurely  tcom  syphilis,  judged  to  be  syphilitic,  appeared  npon  its 

or  exhibit  unequivocal  secondary  symptoms  legs  and  arms.    1  immediately  put  both  tlie 

of  venereal  disease  at  the  time  of  birth  or  mother  and  child  upon  a  mercurial  oomse, 

soon  after.     It  is  difiicult  to  comprehend  giving  the  former  small  doses  of  Hydnr. 

why  Mr.  Hunter  should  have  doubted  the  Submur.,  and  the  latter  Hydrar.  cum  CrBC&. 

possibility  of  syphilis  being  communicated  By  this  treatment  tiie  child  was,  in  a  short 

to  the  foetus  in  utero,  or  on  what  grounds  time,  fireed  from  the  eruption,  but  continved 

Mr.  Abemethy  maintained  that  the  foetus  in  to  take  the  medicine  till  the  begiAniBg  of 

utero  is  unaffected  by  syphilis  till  after  the  August.     In  October  fbllowhig  two  or  tibvee 

sixth  month.  small  ulcers  appeared  on  the  outside  of  tba 

Maurioeau    has    given  a  very  full  and  labia  pudendi  of  the  child,  and  on  this  ae* 

accurate  account  of  tlie  symptoms  and  treat-  count  the  mercurial  course  was  resara«d« 

ment  of  syphilis  during  pregnancy,  and  of  with  the  addition  of  an  ocoadonal  dose  of 

the    manner   in  which  it  originates.     He  Hydrar.  Submurias.    The  ukers  were  soon 

knew  tliat  a  child  affected  with    syphilis  hesled,  but  in  May  1774,  the  nostrils  be- 

oould  communicate  the  disease  to  a  healthy  came  sore,  and  the  integuments  of  the  aoss 

nurse    by  suckling  ;    and    he    accordingly  were  also  tender :    at  the  same  tim»  the 

recommends  a  goat  to  be  provided  for  Uie  voice  of  the  child  grew  hoarse.    The  mcr- 

infected  child  instead  of  a  sound  woman,  cuifial  course  was  repeated,  and  conttnoad 

In  a  paper  by  Mr.  Hey,  on  the  Effects  of  the  for  two  months.    The  child  also  took  the 

Venereal  Disease  on  the  Foetus  in  Utero,  medicines  during  part  of  the  months  of  Stp- 

published  in  the  7th  Vol.  of  the  Medico-  tember  and  October,  after  which  time  tbm 

Chirurgical  Transections,  the  following  in-  was  no  recurrence  of  disease.     In  June  1 775, 

teresting  case  has  been  recorded.     In  the  Mrs.   B.  bore  another    child,  wUch   was 

latter  end  of  the  year  1770,  and  the  begin-  apparently  healthy  at  its  birth,  and  eontittiied 

ning  of  1771,  a  blind  woman,  who  gained  to  be  so  for  a  few  weeks.    Blotches  of  a 

her  living  by  drawing  the  breasts  of  women  copper  colour  then  appeared  upon  the  skin, 

during  their  confinement,  became  affected  but  soon  disappeared  upon  having  recourse 

with  ulcers  at  the  angles  of  the  lips,  which  to  the  mercurial  medicines.     After  sonae 

were   judged  to  be  venereal.     I  saw  the  time  the  blotches  iq>peared  again,  and  were 

ulcers,  and  thought  them  to  be  of  that  accompanied  by  a  small  ulcer  on  the  Ubtasa 

description.     She  had  drawn  the  breasts  of  |>udendi,  as  in  the  former  case.    The  child 

a  woman  who  was  supposed  to  be  labouring  was,  however,  completely  oitred  by  e  rape- 

under  the  venereal  disease,  and  the  ulcers  tition  of  the  tree!  ment,  and  remained  weU.*' 

did  not  heal  till  they  were  treated  as  in  a  Before  taking  leave  of  thia  subjeet,  I  may 

case  of   syphilis.     Several  women,   whose  again  observe  that  it  is  requisite,  in  all  eases 

breasts  were  drawn  by  this  poor  woman,  of  syphilis  during  pregnancy,  whether  the 
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fjmptomi  be  primary  or  iecondary»  to  give  began  to  acquire  an  unusual  nze.     On  the 

mercoTf  and  nnapariUa,  and  to  employ  all  43d  day  the  abdomen  bad  become  enormously 

the  other  means  which  are  usually  had  re*  swollen,  and  the  respiration  was  laborious, 

course  to  in  cases  of  syphilis  where  pr^-  The  membranes  were  soon  after  punctured 

iMOcy  does  not  exist.    Blue  pill,  or  chalk  with    a   long   needle,  and   as    the    water 

and  mercury,  are,  perhaps,  the  best  prepare-  flowed,  the  tumefaction  gradually  subsided ; 

tions  which  can  be  used.     I  do  not  know  labour  pains  came  on  the  following  day,  and 

from  actual  observation  whether  mercury  two  dead  children  were  expelled.    In  this 

aets  like  a  poison  on  the  child,  as  some  have  case  about  a  quarter  of  the  foetal  surface  of 

aeserted,  and  as  I  formerly  believed.    It  is  the  amnion  was  inflamed,  bemg  of  a  deep 

difficult  to  understand  why  it  should  poison  red  colour,  and  double  the  natural  thickness, 

a  child  in  ntero,  and  have  the  effect,  after  The  third  case  resembled  the  two  preceding 

birth,  of  counteracting  the  poison  of  syphilis,  in  all  essential  circumstances,  and  the  ap- 
pearances observed  in  the  amnion  were  nearly 

DKOPSY  OF  THE  AMNION.  similar. 

The  pretematoral  distension  of  the  uterus  In  1817,  Scarpa  published  a  memoir  on 

by  an  exoesaive  quantity  of  liqnor  amnii,  in  ascites  complicated  with  pregnancy,  but  it 

the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  forms  one  contains  no  observations  relating  to  the  na- 

of  the  most  distressing  complications  of  the  ture  of  dropsy  of  the  ammion,  nor  to  the 

gravid  state,  and  has  not  unfrequently  given  Symptoms  by  which  it  can  be  distinguished 

rise  to  dangerous  errors  in  practice.    In  the  from  efi'usion  of  fluid  into  the  general  cavity 

works  of  the  earlier  writers  on  the  diseases  of  the  abdomen. 

of  pregnancy,  and  particularly  in  those  of  In  the  last  lecture  I  related  several  cases 
Mauriceau  and  Lamotte,  we  find  cases  of  this  affection  in  which  it  was  complicated 
recorded  of  dropsy  of  the  uterus.  Similar  with  organic  disease  of  the  placenta ;  'and  in 
cases  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  writings  of  many  other  cases  which  have  come  under  my 
Bandelocque  and  Gardien ;  and  these  authors  observation  it  has  been  combined  with  hy- 
are  the  first  who  seem  to  have  been  ac-  drocephalus,  or  some  malformed  oi'  diseased 
quainted  with  the  general  fact,  that  the  fluid  condition  of  the  foetus,  which  rendered  it  in- 
in  this  affection  is-  contained  within  the  capable  of  supporting  life  subsequent  to 
cavity  of  the  amnion.  It  was  not,  however,  birth ;  and  the  same  circumstance  has  beeo 
until  the  publication  of  M.  Mercier's  paper  observed  in  most  of  the  cases  which  have 
on  this  subject,  in  1809,  that  any  attempt  been  recorded  by  the  authors  to  whom  I 
was  made  to  determine  tiic  true  pathology  have  alluded.  In  very  few  of  the  eases  which 
of  the  disease  by  an  accurate  examination  of  I  have  seen  has  the  formation  of  an  excesaive 
the  contents  of  the  gravid  uterus.  His  quantity  of  Uquor  amnii  been  accompanied 
paper  contains  three  cases  of  acute  dropsy  with  inflammatory  and  dropsical  symptoms 
of  the  amnion  ;  and  from  the  appearances  in  the  mother,  and  in  none  did  the  amnion 
observed  in  the  foetal  membranes,  he  has  exhibit  those  morbid  appearances  produced 
deduced  the  geoeral  inference  that  the  inor-  by  inflammation  which  M.  Mercier  has  de- 
dinate  secretion  invai^iably  depends  on  in-  scribed,  and  which  led  him  to  infer  that  in- 
flammation of  the  amnion.  The  first  case  is  flammation  of  the  amnion  is  the  essential 
that  of  a  woman,  nt.  30,  five  months  preg-  cause  of  the  disease.  When  unconnected 
nant,  who,  after  being  fatigued  and  over-  with  a  dropsical  diathesis  in  the  mother,  I 
heated,  drank  a  quantity  of  cold  water,  and  am  disposed  to  consider  it  merely  as  one  of 
was  in  consequence  seized  with  pains  in  the  the  numerous  diseases  of  the  foetus  in  utero 
region  of  the  pubes  and  loins,  cold  shivering,  which  arise  from  constitutional  disorder  in 
nanaea,  anxiety,  and  cough.  The  pain  in  the  parents,  and  more  especially  from 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  increaMd,  and  syphilis. 

the  hypogaatrium  became  tense  and  swollen.  The  diagnosis  of  dropsy  of  the  amnion  is 

On  the  16th  day,  the  abdomen  being  greatly  most  difficult  !n  the  simple  form  of  the 

enlaiged,  labour  pains  came  on,  and  ten  disease,  when  the  effusion  has  taken  place  to 

pints  of  liquor  amnii  were  discharged,  and  a  great  extent,  and  when  complicated  with 

siterwarda   two   foetuses,    which    scarcely  ascites.    In  both  these  cases,   fluctuation, 

shewed  any  signs  of  life,  weie  expelled.    The  more  or  less  distinct,  can  be  perceived  on 

foetal  sur&oe  of  the  amnion  was  partially  percussion  of  the  abdomen ;  but  we  can  ob- 

ooated  with  false  membrane,  and  the  amnion  tain  firom  this  sun  no  positive  information 

itself  covered  with  blood-vessels,  and  of  a  to  enable  us  to  determine  whether  the  fluid 

roae-red  colour.  be  contained  in  the  cavity  ot  the  peritoneom 

In  the  second  case,  the  infliction  of  an  or  amnion,  or  in  both  these  membranes.   In 

injury  during  pregnancy  was  soon  followed  the  simple  form  of  dropsy  of  the  amnion, 

by  vomitiag  and  lancinating  pains  in  the  where  the  quantity  of  fluid  is  not  excessively 

hypogastric  region,  and  pyrexia.     On  the  great,  the  fluctuation  is  obscure,  deep-seated, 

10th  day  after  the  accident,  the  pains  having  or  wholly  imperceptible.    The  presence  or 

boen  relieved    by  bleeding,  the   abdomen  absence  of  fluctuation  is  therefore  no  certain 
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Cest  of  the  existence  of  the  disecse,  and  the  daoed  by  the  pressure  of  the  ezoew  of  ftiM 
only  mode  of  arriving  at  a  correct  diagnosis,  in  the  peritoneam  and  amnion  on  the  neigh- 
both  in  its  simple  and  complicated  forms,  IB  bouring  organs,  which  are,  in  fact,  the  only 
by  instituting  an  examination  per  raginam.  symptoms  we  have  to  countenct,  and  is 
By  this  proceeding  we  shall  not  only  be  able  followed  by  the  expalsion  of  the  eonteuts  of 
to  ascertain  the  changes  in  the  uterus  conse-  the  uterus.  After  delivery,  tke  effusion  into 
quent  on  impregnation,  but  the  accumnla-  the  peritoneal  cavity,  if  it  depend  on  utero- 
tion  of  a  preternatural  quantity  of  fluid  in  gestation,  will  spontaneously  disappear.  If 
the  membranes  of  the  ovum.  Iliis  latter  it  be  the  effect  of  hepatic  or  other  Tiacend 
circumstance  is  known  by  the  enlargement  disease,  it  may  be  treated  by  cppropriate 
of  the  body  of  the  uterus,  by  the  state  of  its  remedies. 

cervix,  which  is  almost  entirely  obliterated,        CEdema  of  the  feet  and  anUes  during  preg^ 

by  the  ballottcmcnt  of  the  foetus,  and  by  the  nancy  is  very  common,  and  the  recumbent 

sense  of  fluctuation  in  the  vagina  on  percu»-  position 'and  gentle  cathartics  are  the  only 

sion  of  the  abdomen.  remedies  required.     Sometimes  the  swelling 

In  ascites,  complicated  with  pregnancy,  extends  over  the  whole  body,  and  is  aeoom* 

Scarpa  has  observed  that  the  symptoms  are  i>amed  with  severe  febrile  and  inflammatory 

entirely  different  ffbm  those  of  hydrops  am-  symptoms,  determination  of  blood  to  the 

niosfs.     The  regular  form  of  the  fundus  and  head,  and  effusion  of  serum  into  the  perito- 

body  of  the  pregnant  uterus,  be  states,  is  not  neal  sac  and  into  the  cavities  of  the  pleura 

evident  to  the  touch  in  these  cases,  from  the  and  pericardium.     The  pulse  is  quick,  the 

enormous  distension  and  prominence  of  the  breatiiing  oppressed,  and  the  urine  scanty 

hypochondria,  arising  from  the  great  quan-  and  albuminous.    Yeneseetion  and  purga^ 

,  tity  of  fluid  interposed  between  the  fundus  tives  are  the  most  important  remedies  in 

and  posterior  part  of  the  uterus  and  abdo-  these  cases  of  inflammatory  dropsy  in  pre;g- 

minal  viscera.     The  urine  is  scanty  and  la-  nant  women ;  but  if  the  symptoms  are  not 

teritiou^,  and  the  thirst  is  constant.    The  relieved  by  this  treatment,  and  especially  if 

abdomen,  upon  percussion,  presents  a  flue-  the  dyspnoea  increases,  the  induction  of  pre- 

tuatioQ  obscure  in  the  hypogastric  region  and  mature  labour  becoraes  necessary,  and  it 

in  the  flanks,  but  sofliciently  sensible  and  should  not  be  too  long  postponed.    In  some 

distinct  in  the  hypochondria,  and  strong  and  cases  the  secretion  of  urine  is  ahnost  eom- 

vibratory  in   the  left  hypochondrium,  be-  pletely  stopped,  and  diuretics  and  all  other 

.    tween  the  edge  of  the  rectus  muscle  and  the  remedies  are  useless  until  delivery  has  taken 

mar^gin  of  the  false  ribs.     Hiese  symptoms,  place,  when  the  kidneys  immediately  after 

with  the  previous  history  of  the  patient,  begin  to  perform  their  function  with  the 

may  afford  us,  in  doubtful  coses,  some  assist-  greatest  activity,  and  the  whole  dropsical 

ance  in  the  diagnosis ;  but  our  principal  de-  fluid  is  speedily  removed. 

pendence,  as  I  have  before  said,  must  be 

placed   on   the  information   acquired  by  a 

careful  examination  of  the  state  of  the  cervix  LB  C  T  V  R  B 

and  body  of  the  uterus.  obt 

Having  arrived  at  a  correct  diagnosis,  the  *miwai      vi  -onrvo  j  r>l'v^r 

treatment  of  dropsy  of  the  amnion  becomes         ANIMAL     ELBCTRICITY^ 

simple.  As  littie  or  no  benefit  is  usually  J)elivered  at  the  Pofyieehnie  InstiMion, 
denved  from  blood-letting,  diuretics,  or  ca-  ^^ore  the  Members  of  the  Electrical 

thartics,  the  best  n.ode  of  relieving  the  ur-  Society, 

gency  of  the  symptoms  is  by  puncturing  the  nut  \m  u    a.  x  c 

membranes,  and  evacuating  the  superabun-  "7  "•  LBTMnBT,  M.B.  A.L.S. 

dant  liquor  amnii.     The  probe-pointed  stil-  Ctorator  of  the  Museum,  and  Lecturer  on  Otmi 
letted  catheter,  which  you  have  already  seen,         »"•***«  Anatomy  at  the  London  Uoapital. 
is  the  beat  instrument  yon  can  employ  for  ^"^ 

this  purpose.     In  a  great  proportion  of  the  Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  of  di- 

cases,  where  this  operation  has  been  resorted  recting  attention  this  evening  to  a  subject 

to   sufficiently  early,  it  has  been  attended  which  appears  to  me  to  be  very  pcculiariy 

with  success,  and  in  several  the  life  of  the  adapted  to  the  notice  of  your  society,  namely, 

child  preserved.    In  others,  the  spontaneous  animal  electricity:  a  subject,  too,  whidi 

rupture  of  the  membranes  has  been  followed  has  not,  until  within  the  last  few  years, 

by  alleviation  of  the  symptoms,  and  the  birth  commanded  that  attention  it  really  deserves : 

of  the  child.     The  only  difficulty  that  can  and  this  is  somewhat  surprising,  especially 

arise  respecting  the  treatment  is  in  cases  of  when  we  consider  how  mueh  interest  there 

dropsy  of  the  amnion  complicated  with  as-  is  attached  to  it,  from  ita  offering  the  fairest 

cites.     Even  here  I  should  recommend  the  means  of  elucidating  some    of   the  most 

evacuation  of  the  liquor  amnii  as  the  best  intricate  problems  in  the  whole  science  of 

remedial   measure  that  can  be  employed;  physiology.      Moreover,   if   the    study   of 

since  it  relieves  the  leading  symptoms  pro-  electrical  phenomena  among  the  elementi  of 
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the  inorganic  kingdom  be  deemed  worthy  session  of  a  more  tangible  and  better  nn^ 
<if  the  attention  of  our  greatest  phUosopbers,  derstood  principle  than  that  which  has 
nnd  has  even,  from  its  importance,  called  for  hitherto  gone  by  &e  name  of  the  nenroas 
the  constitution  of  a  society  like  this,  to  be  force.  It  is  true  that  we  are  still  as  far  off 
devoted  entirely  to  its  progress,  surely  such  in  otir  ideas  of  the  nature  of  electricity,  and 
«  study  must  become  vastly  more  important  that,  by  such  a  change,  we  have  merely 
when  it  is  found  that  it  extends  its  relations  substituted  one  unintelligible  principle  for 
to  the  living  world,  and  that  many  of  the  another :  but  we  have  done  more  than  this ; 
phenomena  of  life  are,  in  all  probability,  in«  we  have  wiped  off  one  from  the  many  forces 
timately  connected  with  it.  But  though  we  whose  abstract  nature  has  been  so  fruitlessly 
offer  such  an  opinion  as  this,  and  it  will  be  sought  after ;  and  there  will  be  no  little 
our  endeavour,  daring  this  lecture,  to  prove  benecftt  conferred  on  science  should  ano- 
ihe  identity  of  the  nervous  and  electrical  ther  Newton  be  bom  to  generalize  upon 
forces,  and  to  show  that  current  electricity,  the  numerous  and  apparently  diverse  phe- 
oonsequeot  -on  certain  chemical  changes  nomena  of  nature,  and  reduce  them  at  last 
which  are  constantly  going  on  in  the  living  to  the  action  of  one  principle.  Nor  is  it 
organism,  is  the  immediate  cause  of  func-  unreasonable  for  us  to  hope  for  this,  or 
tional  activity,  yet  I  would  warn  you  from  anticipate  that  that  principle  may  be  elec- 
€alling  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  we  tricity.  Its  study,  however,  must  become 
have  therefore  discovered  the  abstract  prin-  more  general ;  in  relation  to  physiology  at 
dple  of  life ;  and  you  will  understand  that  it  least,  more  attention  must  be  bestow^  upon 
is  net  my  intention,  this  evening,  to  have  the  physical  sciences  before  we  can  ever 
«ny  thing  whatever  to  do  with  such  an  in-  expect  to  make  much  advance.  Hitherto^ 
4]uiry.  It  is  by  the  pursuit  of  investigations  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  consideration 
Uke  these  that  the  progress  of  physiological  of  chemical  actions  has  been  deemed  wholly - 
science  has  been  much  retarded :  nor,  in-  unconnected  with  vital  phenomena ;  but, 
4leed,  is  this  the  only  science  which  has  thanks  to  Liebig,  we  hope  to  see  these 
suffered  from  such  abstract  reasoners.  We  opinions  banished^  together  with  all  the 
should  bear  in  mind  that,  with  all  our  dis-  prejudices  which  have  been  incidental  to 
4X>verics  and  analogical  methods  of  inquiry —  their  association.  And  what  must  follow 
mith.  all  the  ftictiities  of  investigation  which  upon  this  ?  The  study  of  electricity ;  and 
modem  science  has  placed  at  our  disposal-*  from  this  important  tract  we  shall  have 
we  shall  yet  never  discover,  or  be  permitted  branching  off  a  path  of  inquiry  in  which,  I 
to  know,  what  life,  or  electricity,  or  heat,  or  trust,  we  shall  soon  be  making  a  progress  as 
■lagnetism,  or  indeed  the  force  of  any  rapid  and  useful  as  that  which  has  charao- 
dynamie  action  is  in  its  essence.  To  the  terized  the  advancement  of  electrical  science 
cost  of  years  of  toil  and  harass,  in  such  in  its  relation  to  the  inorganic  kingdom 
pursuits,  have  too  many  inquirers  found  during  the  past  century, 
that  they  were  in  search  of  a  prindple  con-  lliere  are  certain  fish,  but  more  especially 
49eming  which  the  human  mind  can  scarcely  the  torpedo,  on  account  of  its  being  better 
have  a  conception.  The  phenomena,  how-  known,  which,  from  time  immemorial,  have 
ever,  which  characterize  the  existence  of  been  notorious  for  their  power  of  evolving 
these  forces  are  evident  to  all ;  and  their  something  from  their  bodies  capable  of  pro- 
energies  woidd  not  have  been  misspent,  or  ducing  a  numbing  sensation  on  the  hand 
their  labours  fruitless,  had  they  been  directed  which  touched  them,  and  this  property  has 
to  a  study  of  them,  and  of  the  laws  which  led  to  the  application  of  various  names  in- 
govem  their  manifestation.  dicative  of  its  nature :  later  investigations. 
It  will  be  my  objeet,  this  evening,  to  however,  have  shown  that  the  torpedo  is  not 
point  out  those  peenliar  classes  of  phe-  the  only  fish  endowed  wilh  this  power,  but 
nomena  which  are  manifested  by  certain  that  it  has  been  manifested  In  the  Gymnotus, 
fish,  to  show  that  they  are  electrical,  and  the  Malapterurus  or  Silurus,  the  Trichionus, 
that  their  manifestation  is  dependent  on  the  Tetraodon,  and  the  Rhinobatus;  and  from 
the  integrity  of  the  nervous  circles;  to  thegreatanalogyofthe  phenomena  which  they 
chow,  also,  that  electricity  can  be  detected  exhibit  with  those  of  ordinary  electricity  hsis 
in  all  animals  during  the  active  performance  arisen  the  specific  name  of  elec(riett9,  which 
of  their  functions,  and  that  these  are  de-  has  been  applied  to  eadi.  At  first  sight  wc 
pendent  on  the  continuance  of  chemical  should  be  led  to  imagine  that  tiie  existence 
action ;  to  prove,  moreover,  that  a  current  of  such  a  singuleu*  property  implied  a  great 
«f  electricity  sent  along  the  nerves  of  the  anatomical  as  well  as  zoologieal  relation,  and 
living  ofgamsm  is  cajole  of  simulating  that  these  animals  must  possess  a  stractnre 
precisely  all  the  functional  phenomena  of  which  not  only  closdy  allied  them  to  each 
the  animal  body ;  from  all  which  must  result  other,  but  essentially  distinguished  them 
the  opinion  that  the  element  of  nervism  is  and  set  them  apart  from  other  fish :  such, 
electricity ;  and  if  I  succeed  in  establishing  however,  is  not  the  case :  on  the  contrary,- 
Ihese  propositions,  I  shall  put  you  in  pos-  we  find  that  they  occupy  positions  widely 
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femored  from  each  odier,  and  that  though  whether  mified,  or  aniat,  or  dry.  Bj 

they  poesess  an  organ  which  gives  them  the  Harria'a  dectroaoope,  hoimntf  ha 

power  of  exhibiting  these  phenomena,  yet  it  denoe  of  a  heating  dfect;  and  fipoan 

is  bnt  of  a  secondary  or  tegumentary  nature,  experiments  he  aaoertained  thai  the 

and  is  dereloped  without  any  infringement  anrfi^e  of  the  fish  was  poaitivBt 

on  those  characters  which  are  oonmion  to  ventral    negatiTe.     Snbseqoeat    to 

the  genera  in  which  they  are  placed.  Linari    and    Mattwrfd    hinre   been 

Bnt  before  I  enter  into  any  9peta!Rc  ac-  fortunate  in  obtaining  tbe  qpark ; 

count  of  the  anatomy  of  these  singnUr  6sh,  stilL  later  tiBBea  experiments  bave 

it  will  be  more  in  order  if  I  dkect  your  by  Zantedeachi  and  others*  all  of  whaeb 

attention  to  some  of  the  phenomena  which  confirmatory  of  the  abaolnte  identity  of  tb» 

tiiey  exhibit,  beginning  with  those  of  the  phenomena  which   this  fish  rihihitB   walk 

torpedo,  whose  effects,  until  very  recently,  those  of  ordinary  electiicity ;  aaid  thm  !«■• 

were  Ae  only  ones  accurately  known.    The  which  regulate  Uie  discharge  are,  that  they 

fAocifc  was  that  which  commanded  the  earliest  are  Toluntary,  that  the  donal 

attention,  though  its  nature  was  not  philo-  poeitiTe  to  the  Tentral,  that  tha 

aophicaUy  inTCstigafied  until  about  the  dose  takes  place  throng  the  oondnotor 

of  the  eighteenth  century,  when  Walsh  eon-  former  to  the  latter,  and  toonofwm,  am  wm 

ducted  a  aeries  of  ingenious  experiments  on  shall  by  and  by  find,  that  it  ia  depeodiBt  om 

this  fish,  and  found  that  its  effects  were  con*  the  integrity  of  the  nerrooa  syateas. 

ducted 'easily  through  metals,  but  they  were        Respecting  the  electrical  natvc  of  the 

intercepted   by  those    bodies  which  were  phenomena  of  the  gymaotoa,  we  have  oaspb 

regarded  by  electricians  aa  non-condncton.  oridenoefirom  the  experiments  of  WiUiaaMaB, 

In  Uie  course  of  liia  experiments*  also,  he  Humboldt,  Walsh,  Fahlbeif  •  G«iaa»,  and 

discoTered  the  different  electrical  relationa  otiiera ;  bnt  more  particularly  frona  tlte  as* 

of  the  beck  and  belly,  and,  through  this,  was  Tostigations  of  Profesaor  Fanday  upmk  the 

able  to  obtain  stronger  shocks.    On  one  fish  formerly  bdhmging  to  the 

occasion  he  caused  a  torpedo  to  diock  eight  the  Adelaide  Gallery.    During 

peraons  rimultaneously.    He  noticed,  mora-  tained  the  ahodt,  dpfiinried  and  mado  i 

over,  tiiat  the  discharges  were  voluntary,  deoompoaed  iodide  of  potasnwaa, 

and  were  not  performed  with  any  rq^ularity ;  the  apaik.    The  liberality  of  the 

at  one  time  be  counted  fifty  in  a  minute  and  also  afforded  VroUama  SoonbcBn 

a  half,  while  at  others  they  were  few  and  tnnity  of  verifying  theae  naolta;  and 

irregular.  He  ohaarred,  alao,  that  the  ahocka  laws  whicb  have  been  obaewod  to 

were  stronger  in  air  than  in  water.  Beliering  tiie  discharge  are,  that  it  ia  volanlBfy* 

theae  effects  to  be  absolutely  electrical,  he  takes  place  Iran  the  head  throogjh  the 

endeavoured  to  obtain  the  spark  and  evidenoe  to  the  tail,  the  anterior  paita  cC  the 

of  attraction  and  repulsion,  but  without  being  positive  to  the  poaterior. 

•oooess ;  yet  he  compared  the  phenomena  to        Dr.  Faraday  compaicd  the  shock  Is 

those  produced  by  a  quantity  of  electridty  of  a  kige  Leyden  phial,  Ghamed  la  a 

diffbsed  over  a  large  space,  and  he  simulated  degree,  or  to  IdMt  of  a  good 

them  by  means  of  a  Leyden  phial  and  Lane's  of  perhape  ooa  hnndred  or 

dectrometer.    A  few  yean  after,  the  Hon.  plates ;  and  he  endeavoorad  to 

Mr.  Cavendish  very  completdy  imitated  dl  idea  of  the  quantity  of  deetricity 

the  effects  which  Walsh  had  obaenred,  by  sent  at  each  disdharge,  by 

meana  of  a  battery  of  large  surface  weakly  effectswith  those  which  rasnllndfroBa  the  pa*. 

charged.    From  theae,  other  inquiries  were  sage  of  electricity  from  a 

aet  on  foot ;  and  though  they  were  rather  of  between  two  braaa  bniba,  which 

a  contradictory  nature,  yet  on  the  whole  about  aeven  inchea  apart  in  a  tabe  of 

,  they  tend  sufficiently  to  prove  thdr  identity  taking  care  to  leasea  the  intensity  by 

.with  those  of  ordinary  electridty.    For  in-  aeverd  atranda  of  wetted 

stenee,   in    1827,    M.   De  Bldnville    and  aomewherain  thecirowts  withthiai 

Fleurian  asaerted  that  they  had  obtained  a  ment,  when  a  diachaige  todi  plaos, 

deflection  of  the  magnet  by  connecting  the  handa  were  placed  in  tiie  wataTt 

two  snrihoes  through  Swiggie's  multiplier.  IdtexactlyUka  thaiof  theiah; 

Two  yean  after  this,  however,  Sir  H.  Davy  firom  this,  aa  wall  aa  fnm  this 

was  completdy  unsuccessful  in  every  attempt  chemical  decompoaitioo  and  6egm  of 

to  identify  the  phenomena,  dthough  he  stUl  netie  deflection,  he  bettavad  it  aqoal  to 

bdicved  they  were  electrical:  but  his  brother,  of  3600  square  inchea  of  ^aaa* 

Dr.  Davy,  in  following  out  the  inTcstSgation,  both  aidaa,  and  chaifed  to  the  [ 

and  by  using  more  lively  fish,  was  able  to  while  Praleoor  g^ft'*^-^*  ooapaaeait 

make  amall  needles  magnetic,  to  deflect  the  of  a  hydro-electric  pile  of  800  foira. 

gdvanometer,  and  produce  chenicd  deeom-  quantity  the  Gymnotus  ia  capahie  of 

podtion :  still,  he  could  not  obtdn  the  spark,  again  and  again  with  scareely  an 

or  get  the  disrharge  to  paji^  throngh  air,  intenrd.  and  donbtless,  in  ite  native  iivan» 
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tbe  cflSMli  are  still  mott  trtmendoui ;  ti  exaggerations,  for  Dr.  Davy  never  saw  the 

indeed  we  team  from  the  graphic  deacription  amalleet  fish  affected  by  them,  and  there  ia 

which  Hnmboldt  has  giTcn  ua  of  the  Indian  the  greatest  donbt  thrown  over  tbe  stater 

method  of  capturing  the  fish,  "  which  con*  ment  of  Reaumur,  who  aaserta  that  he  once 

aists  in  eihansting  theif  energy  by  making  law  a  duck  killed  by  its  repeated  discharges, 

them  gt?e  repeated  ahocks.  T&  they  do  by  Respecting  the  phenomena  of  the  other 

driving  a  number  of  wild  horses  and  moles  electrical  fish  I  have  but  little  to    say. 

into  the  lakes  iriiich  they  frequent/'    Ham-  Lieutenant  Peterson  is  the  only  individual 

boldt  saw  about  thirty  of  these  forced  into  a  who  has  reported  on  the  malapterurus  of  the 

pool  containiikg  numerous  gymnoti.    The  Nile  and  Niger,  and  he  says  that  on  taking 

Indians  surrounded  the  banks  closely,  and  one  by  the  hand  ita  shock  was  so  great  as  to 

being  armed  with  harpoona  and  long  reeds,  oblige  him  to  quit  hia  hold.     There  remains 

effectually   prevented   the   escape   of   the  little  doubt,  however,  that  the  phenomena  of 

horaes.    The  fishes  were  aroused  by  their  the  rest  of  the  electrical  fish  are  identical  with 

trampling,  and  coming  to  the  surface,  di-  the  preceding. 

reeted  their  dectricsl  dtsdiarges  against  the  Having,  then,  briefly  reviewed  the  pheno- 

belliea  of  the  intruders.  Several  horses  were  mens  of  these  peculiar  fish,  our  next  point 

quickly  stunned,  and  disappeared  beneath  of  inquiry  will  be  into  their  anatomy  and 

the  surAkce  of  the  water ;  others,  exhibiting  general  character, 

signs  of  dreadfU  agony,  hurried  to  the  bank  The  torpedo,  which  is  the  most  common 

withr  bristled  mane  and  haggard  eyes,  but  of  all,  belongs  to  the  order  Raia  of  the  cUsa 

there  they  were  met  by  the  wild  cries  and  of  cartilaginous  fishes  t  it  is  distinguished  by 

violent  menaces  of  tbe  Indians,  which  forced  its  circular  disc  or  body,  lar^  pectoral  fins, 

them  again  into  the  water ;  and  when,  at  and  short  tail. 

last,  the  survivors  were  permitted  to  leave  It  is  a  native  of  many  of  the  European 

the  pool,  they  came  out  enfeebled  to  the  last  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  of  the  several 

drgree,  and  their  benumbed  limbs  being  un-  seas  which  branch  from  it,  bdng,  however, 

able  to  support  them,  they  stretched  them-  almost  entirely  limited  to  between  the  30th 

aelves  out  upon  the  aand  eompletdy  ex-  and  50Ui  deg.  of  South  latitude :  it  is  very 

bausted.    -in  tlie  eourse  of  five  minutes  two  common  in  the  Mediterranean,  more  ear 

horses  were  drowned.    By  degrees  the  dis-  pecially   along  tbe  Italian  coasts,  and    it 

charges  of  the  gymnoti  becoming  less  intense,  is  also  frequently  found  on  the  sou^iem 

the  horses  no  longer  manifested  the  same  shores  of  England,  as  well  as  in  the  western 

signs  of  agony,  and  tiie  wearied  fishea  ap-  parte  of  France.  In  these  di£ferent  localities 

proodied  the  margin  of  the  pool  almost  the  torpedo  haa  received  various  names,  all, 

Ufeleaa,  and  then  they  were  eerily  captured  however,  having  reference  to  its  peculiar 

by  meana  of  small  harpoons  attached  to  long  numbing  property.    Thus,  in  Italy,  they  are 

corda.    The  fiabes  left  in  a  pool  thus  dis-  named  Haddayla;  in  France,  La  Tremble; 

turbed  were  found  seareely  aMe  to  give  even  and  in  England  they  are  called  the  cramp, 

weak  shocks  at  die  end  of  two  days  firom  or  numb  fish. 

the  time  of  the  combat.    In  this  way  mules  The  Italiani,  moreover,  have  two  species 

are  deatroyed  in  attempting  to  ford  rivers  of  .this  fish,  both  being  very  commonly  met 

inhabited  by  the  gymnotus ;  and  so  great  a  with  in  their  marketa,  where  they  are  sold,  as 

number  of  mules  were  lost  within  the  last  articles  of  food,  to  the  lower  orders.    One 

few  years  at  a  ford  near  Uritucu,  that  the  kind  they  term  the  Tremola ;  the  other,  from 

road  by  it  was  entirely  abandoned.    When  ita  apotted  appearance,  Oochiatella.   Oftheae 

small  fiabes  receive  the  ahodc,  they  imme-  some  naturalists  have  made  many  qiecies, 

diately  turn  upon  tiieir  aides  stunned ;  sad  but  Dr.  Davy,  who  has  paid  moat  attention 

the  gymnotus  seems  aware  of  the  best  means  to  the  subject,  is  of  opinion  that  they  may 

of  eoneeatrating  its  effects,  by  either  at-  be  reduced  to  these  two  species  of  .the 

taching  itself  literally  to  a  large  surlSMse,  or  Italian,  all  others  being  merely  varieties ;  and 

elsebyformingapartof  a  drde,  and  making  in   this  he  is  supported  by  Cuvier    and 

the  animal  complete  it.  Rudolphi :  for  the  firit  of  thne  he  proposes 

It  Is  these  immensely  powerful  efieets  of  the  name  of  Torpedo  diveriicolor,  which  in- 

thegymnotusthat  haa  enabled  veto  dear  up  dudes  all  the  mottled  varieties,  such  as 

sevml  pointa  relative  to  the  phenomena  of  T.  marmorata,  and   galvanii ;  the   second 

electrical  fish ;  for  in  the  torpedo  they  are  species  he  names  Torpedo  oculata,  a  term 

80  weak  that  the  fishermen  on  the  Italian  which  he  prefers  to  oochiatdla,  or  ooellata, 
coaata  hanAe  them  as  playtfiings ;  the  effect  *  and  is  applied  to  all  such  as  have  tbe  eye- 

at  the  greatest  ia  but  a  slight  trembling,  like  marking^  on  the  back.     In  general  ap- 

which  is  rardy  fdt  above  die  elbow.  Stories  pearance  the  torpedo  resembles  the  skate, 

have  been  told  by  travellers  of  persons  being  from  which,  however^  it  is  distinguished  by 

knooked  down  when  they  aoddentally  trod  a  short  tail  and  round  body :  it  is  not 

on  the  torpedo  as  it  lay  buried  in  tlie  sand  covered  by  scales,  but  by  a  thick  slimy 

on  the  sea- shore ;  but  these  are  doubtless  mucus,  secreted  by  numerous  glands  situ- 
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ated  Immediately  beneath  the  skin.  On  ckMer  approximation  of  the 
making  an  incision  along  the  mesial  line,  consequently  the  chafge  is  capable,  ■•  in  n 
and  reflecting  the  skin  outwards,  we  see  a  thin  Leyden  jar,  of  aoqnfing  giMter  as- 
thick  aponeurosis,  composed  of  two  sets  of  tensity. 

fibres,  the  most  superficial  of  which  run  The  different  cells  of  the  battery  sw  v«ll 

longitudinally,  and  are  very  dense,  while  the  the  tubes  are  kept  together  by  n  loot 

deeper  layer  runs  transversely.  On  elevating  of  cellular  tissue,  in  which  rasatiy  the 

these,   we  observe  an  oigan  of  a  peculiar  vessels   and  nerves,  the  Istler  beBBg 

structure,  having  the  appearance  of  honey-  abundant. 

comb ;  this  is  the  battery,  and  between  each  Nervtmt  jjftffni.— In  lookia;  aitke 

of  the  polygonal  cells  of  which  it  is  made  of  the  torpedo,  and  eomnuin^  it  vri 

we  find  the  before-mentioned  aponeurosis  of  the  skate,  (Rgs.  3  and  4),  ipe  mam 

dipping  down,  and  so  appearing  to  effect  its  with  the  oompantively  sasatt   sise  of  (hr 

subdivision,  but  in  reality  it  is  an  element  of  centres  of  the  true  nerves  of  tmm 

its  formation,  as  we  shall  by  and  by  describe,  a  want  of  resemblance  also  in  the 

(See  Fig.  1  ,)*  This  battery  is  somewhat  of  a  site  of  the  cerriieilnm :  bnt  the 

kidney  shape,  being  concave  internally  where  of  difference  is  in  that  part  of  the 

it  dips  into  the  several  irregularities  of  the  centre  whence  emanate  the 

head  and  branchiae,  convex  externally  where  the  battery :  I  alhidetothe 

it  is  applied  to  the  semilunar  cartilage  of  the  which  gives  off  the  5th  and  8th 

great  fin,  and  rounded  before  and  behind,  in  the  toipedo  is  very  large,  laiger 

On  carefully  examining  the  battery  we  find  rdatively,  than  that  of  any  ot£er 

it  is  made  up  of   numerous  six-or-eight  There  is  not  time  for  me  to  give  aa 

sided    tubes,    which    extend    perpendicu-  the  distribution  of  the  several  oarebsal 

larly    quite    through  the   fish,  and    each  which  does  not,  moreover, 

tube  is  further  divided  by  a  multitude  of  tially  from  that  of  other  fish,  b«il 

transverse  septa  Into  compartments,  which  myself  to  a  description  of 

contain  an  idbumino-gelatinons  fluid.     In  of  the  battery,  namely,  the  5th  and  8tL    Thr 

the  recent  state  these  septa    are  not   so  5th  pair  arises  from  the  medaiJa 

readily,  seen :  indeed,  Dr.  Davy  questioned  and  passing  upwards  and 

their  existence,  but  in  specimens  which  have  into  two  great  branches,  the 

been   preserved  in  alcohol  they  are    very  again  dividing  into  two  other 

evident.    (See  Fig.  2.)    The  organ,  then,  coeds  forwards,  and  wiadang 

we  find  is  composed  of  nomeroos  polygonal  terior  part  of  the  craniuH,  is 

tubes  or  columns,  wliich  in  their  torn  are  the  numerous  mucoos  glands 

made  up   of   a  multitude  of  compressed  its  under  sarfiuse.    The 

eeUs.    Now  Uie  number  of  cells  or  tians-  also  mbdivides  into  two 

verse  septa  in  a  tube  varies  according  to  which  winds  along  the 

its  length  :  on  the  average  Hunter  found  the  battery,  and  is  dbtiibalBd  talhr 

150  to  the  inch,  and  in  a  very  large  fish  glands  there  situated,  while  the  other,  artW 

there  were  in  each  organ  1182  tubes  more  first  electrical  nerve,  after  gi' 

than  an  inch  long ;  fipom  which  we  may  twigs,  rs  weU  as  motor  nerves  aad 

calculate  there  were  not  kss  than  400,000  to  the  a4ioining  branchiss    amd 

of  there  cells  in  the  two  batteries :  in  this  way  apparetus,  plan^ss  into  the  SBfterior  awt  i 

the  surface  is  considerably  extended.    Lace-  the  dectrical  organ,  and  as  drntrilwUMMa  b 

pede  calculated  that  it  amounted  in  a  torpedo  superior  portion, 

of  ordinary  aixe  to  about  58  square  feet.  The  Bth  pair  also  arises  hvm  the 

and  the  surface,  according  to  Hunter,  in-  oblongata,  and  poasei 

oesses  with  the  growth  of  the  animal ;  that  cartilaginous  cranium, 

is,  firesh  septa,  as  well  as  tubes,  are  added  several  branches,  which 

yearly.    I  have,  however,  great  reason  to  braachise,  gtvbg  off  filsaieatB  to 

doubt  the  accuracy  of  this  statement,  for  by  a  they  pass,  and  then 

comparison  of  the  distances  between  the  septa  oon-esponding  portion  of  the 

ofsome  small  fish  which  I  have  had  an  oppoi-  it  spreads  oat,  and  is 

tanityofexamining  and  comparing  with  those  its  substaace;  ^tT^bur  Isrfe 

of  Hunter's,  in  the  museum  of  the  College  to  the  stomach,  where  it  is 

of  Surgeons,  I  find  that  the  latter  are  madi  considerable  twig  pes 

wider  apart :  and  further,  thia  opinion  of  the  tail,  to  the  masdes  of  which  it  fa 

Hunter  seems  to  be  contradicted  by   th^  buted :  in  the  Kay  all  these  asrvca  am 

general  electrical  effects  of  these  fish  at  dif-  bat  they  are  amch  ■■aflnr 

ferent  ages,  for  all  ezperimentere  hare  fonnd  Hie  vessels  which  go  to  the 

that  the  smaller  fish  gire  thegreater  shocks ;  oigan  are  not  so  oasaeroas  as  H 

and  these,  I  apprehend,  are  owing  to  the  posed :  they  are  derived  ftwa  the 

"•  The  lljram  referred  to  win  be  given  at  the  ""^  "*  not  of  suflWent 

ead  of  the  lecture.  In  our  next  aumosr.  in  thtir  descrtptiQB. 
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We  ooniR  now  to  an  examination  of  the  fifty  of  these  laminae  in  the  two  oi^^ns  on 

gymnotns  electricDS,  from  the  dissections  of  each  side,  while  the  entire  battery  contained 

two  of  which,  kindly  supplied  me  by  Mr.  about  550,000  cells,  which  were  much  larger 

Hawkins,  I  amabletogiveample  detail.  These  than  the  compressed  hexagonal  cells  of  the 

animals,  of  which  there  are  several  non-  torpedo.    Laoepede  calculated  that  the  dis- 

electric  species,  are  so  named  from  the  ab-  charging  surface  of  the  oigans  of  one  of 

senoe  of   a  donal  fin,  and  this  especially  these  fish,  four  feet  in  length,  was  at  least 

distinguishes  them  from  the  eel,  to  which  one  hundred  and  twenty -three  square  feet, 
they  bear  a  great  resemblance.    The  gym«        The  shape  of  the  greater  electrical  orgaa 

notus  electricus  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  fresh-  is  that  of  a  wedge,  commencing  by  a  broad 

water  rivers  and  lakes  of  south  America,  rounded  border  just  behind  the  .head.    As 

being  very  common  in  the  Llanos  de  Caracas,  it  proceeds  backwards  it  gradually  tapers 

and    the    waters    which    flow    into     the  from  the  termination  of  the  inferior  laminc 

Guyana :  here  it  attains  the  great  length  of  The   lesser    organ    begina    from   a   point 

five  or  six  feet:   its  body  is  smooth,  un-  behind  and  beneath  the  preceding,  and  be- 

eovered  by  scales,  but  lubricated  by  a  thick  comes    broader  and  broader  towards   the 

mucus ;  the  eyes  are  small,  and  very  near  tail,  where  it  ends :  at  the  origin  as  well  as 

the  nose ;  around  the  mouth  axe  mimerous  termination  they  axe  both  very  thin. 
papiHs  ;  beneath  and  just  behind  the  under        These   organs  are  largely  supplied    by 

jaw  is  the  anus.    The  abdomen  is  of  very  nerves  which  are  derived  from  the  spinal 

limited  extent,  the  greater  part  of  the  fish  cord :  according  to  Rudolphi  they  are  224  in 

being  made  up  of  the  muscles  of  progreaaon  number :  each  issues  through  the  interspinal 

and  the  electrical  organs :  these  are  brought  foraminas,  and  passing  down  over  the  air- 

into  view  by  reflecting  the  skin  from  the  bladder  and  longitudinal  septum,  they  divide 

side,    together  with  a    dense  aponeurosis  and  sub-divide  into  long  straight  branches, 

which  covers  them,  and  is  continuous  with  which    give    off   filaments    opposite    each 

that  forming  the  intermuscular  septa.    In  lamina  to   the    numerous    electrical    celk. 

this    stage  of   the  dissection  we    observe  The  dorsal  branch  of  the  fifth,  as  far  as  I 

superiorly    the  dorsal  muscles ;    then  the  could  make  out,  did  not  give  any  branches 

greater  electrical  organ,  composed  of  longi-  to  the  battery,  but  seemed  to  supply  the 

tudinal  laminie  ;  thirdly,  an  inferior  plane  of  muscles  in  its  course.    These  spinal  nerves 

lateral  muscles ;  and  lastly,  the  lateral  fin  of  the  gymnotus  are  very  large,  in  compari- 

muscles,   on  reflecting  which  we  see  the  son  with  the  same  nerves  of  the  eel  or 

lesser  electrical  organ.  eonger ;  and  the  brain  also  exhibits  several 

In  a  trensverseseetkmof  thefish(Fig.  5)  pointaof  interest,  particularly  in  the  large 
all  the  parts  are  better  discriminated,  and  the  size  of  the  cerebellum  (see  Fig.  6.)  Of  the 
dorsal  muscles  are  found  to  be  made  up  of  anatomy  of-  the  silurus  of  Linnieus,  or  malap- 
four  or  five  planes,  between  which  exists  an  terns  of  Laoepede,  I  have  very  little  to  say : 
aponeurosis ;  the  longitudinal  laminie  of  the  its  anatomy  has  been  made  out  by  the  du- 
electrical  organs  also  are  seen  to  extend  sections  of  Geoffroy,^Rudolphi  and  Muller, 
inwardsqttite  to  the  mesial  line:  on  each  side  and  Valanciennes.  The  fish  inhabits  the 
of  the  vertebral  columns  are  the  cut  ends  of  Niger,  the  Senegal,  and  the  Nile,  lliere  are 
the  peculiar  nerves  of  Hunter,  but  which  two  electrical  organs  on  each  side,  which  are 
are  the  dorsal  branches  of  the  fifth,  while  separated  by  an  aponeurotic  membrane :  the 
beneath  the  spine  are  the  systemic  vessels,  external  one,  which  extends  all  round  the 
then  the  air  sac,  and  lastly  a  perpendicular  animal,  lies  superficially  or  directly  under  the 
aponeurotic  septum,  which  separates  the  skin ;  the  deeper  one  rests  on  the  muscles  : 
fish  into  two  lateral  valves.  Observing  the  they  are  composed  of  a  dense  aponeurosis, 
electrical  organs  more  closely,  we  find  that  whose  fibres  in  the  external  one  run  ob- 
each  lamina  is  subdivided  by  perpendicular  liquely,  and  thus  form  losenge-shaped  cells, 
septa,  which  are  seen  as  well  in  a  longi-  which  are  v^ry  small,  and  filled  witii  a  gela- 
tudinal  as  a  transverse  section  of  the  battery,  tinous  substance.  Both  these  are  supplied  by 
and  this  results  from  their  pursuing  an  nerves.  Thus,  the  superficial  battery  is  sup- 
oblique  course  from  within  outwards.  These  plied  by  the  eighth,  which  runs  under  the 
septa  effect  so  many  divisions  or  oells  in  the  aponeurosis  before  mentioned,  and  sends 
lamin«,  and  they  are  filled  with  an  albumino-  about  12  or  14  branches  through  it  to  pierce 
gelatinous  fluid  $  so  that,  to  review,  we  find  the  organ,  and  be  distributed  to  it :  the  in- 
the  electrical  organ  of  the  gymnotus  com-  ternal  organ  is  supplied  by  small  branches 
posed  of  laminB  which  in  their  turn  are  from  the  intercostals.  The  structure  of  the 
made  up  of  cells ;  and  thb  arrangement  is  trichiurus,  whkh  frequents  the  Indian  seas, 
precisely  similar  to  the  battery  already  de-  and  of  the  tetraodon,  which  is  met  with  along 
scribed  belonging  to  the  torpedo:  the  surface,  the  shores  of  Johanna,  one  of  the  Comoro 
however,  is  much  more  extensive :  thus,  in  islands,  has  not  in  either  case  to  my  know« 
a  gymnotus  of  three  feet  and  a  half  long,  ledge  been  described, 
which  I  examined,  there  were  upwards  of  [To  be  concluded  in  our  ne^t.] 
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BEMARKS  with  regard  to  the  eye*  more  formida- 

^^  ble   and  fatal,  than  cancer,  but  dis- 
tinguished from  it  by  pecnliar  cfaa- 

CERTAIN  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE,  racters,  which,  not  being  confined  to 

-D    T        n             Tj . . .   TUT  rfc  ^^7  part  of  the  body,  or  to  age  and 

By  John  Chaklm  Hall,  M.D.  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^;^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

Member  of  the  Boyri  College  of  Saifeone  of  infant  and  adnlt." 

itfodon,  *c  Ac  «Ec.  Before  we  proceed  to  consider  more 

(Tor  the  London  Medical  Gazette  J  particularly  the  relation  between  cancer 

and  fungus  hamatode$  of  the  eye,  i  t  may 

^  be  necessarv  to  advert  bncfiv  to  a  £bw 

Inurcning  eau  f/'^fj^^f'^'l^f  very  remarkkble  points  of  distinction. 

w.?^%  ^a'*'^*?!!  YltlJ^^Sfu.  l8t.  The  primSy  origin  of fungns 

jr,M«/«j;oft*m«,l,im,miMe^^^^  Aaii.«/od«  is^^fortSe  most  part  inthe 

logg    pathology,    and  treatment    of  ^^^^^  generally  commenaiog  at  the 

nmxlar  cases,  p^j^^  ^g^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

Each  stage  of  existence,  each  period  of  cavity  of  the  eye.  ^ 

life,  appears  to  have  certain  diseases  2d.  Cancer,  if  it  commences  in  the 

peculiar  to  it :  thus,  one  of  the  well-  eye,  attacks  the  superficial  portions  of 

known    characters    of  carcinoma,  in  it  in  the  first  instance,  gradoally  involv- 

general,  is  to  attack  persons  advanced  ing  the  more  deeply  seated  parts,  and, 

in  life,  rather  than  children,  and  others  as  far  as  our  present  evidence  extends, 

under  the  age  of  puberty.    It  follows,  the  surface  of  the  conjunctiva  and  the 

therefore,  that  the  remark  of  Desault,  lacrymal  gland  are  the  only  textures 

that  **  cancer  of  the  eye  is  most  frequent  belonging  to  the  eye  primarily  affected 

in  children,"  appears  at  first-  sight  a  with  carcmoroa. 

position  inconsistent  with  the  usual  3d.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Scarna  that 

nature    of  that    disease.     Still,  it  is  cancer  of  the  eye  is  much  less  aestruc- 

a   statement    diflficult    to    contradict,  tive  than  fungas  hetmatodes^  because  it 

supported  as-  it  is  by  the  testimony  commences  on  the  external  portion  of 

of    Bichat,    who    amrms,    "  that   in  the  organ;  so  that  whatever  relates  U> 
iwenli 


IS  eai 
at  least 

Here,  the  truth,  as  in  many  other  ouea-  what  is  called  cancer,  mkAfsmgms  A«ai«- 
tions  relative  to  disease,  would  never  nave  iodes,  that  we  shall  notice,  is  the  palpy 
been  attained  without  the  assistance  of  softness  of  every  portion  of  the  diwased 
morbid  anatomy,  which  prevents  our  mass  in  the  last  of  these  diseases— 41 
confounding  distempers,  which  bear  character  completely  opposite  to  the 
some  resemblance  to  each  other,  but  firm  unyielding  cirrriyioifia/otuyiiiioiif. 
which  are  in  reality  altogether  different.  The  word  cancer  {KopKixot,  literally  a 
We  are  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Wardrop  crab)  has  undergone  several  changes 
for  his  interesting  observations,*  in  since  its  first  introduction  into  medical 
which  he  has  clearly  proved  that  the  language.  The  Romans  applied  it  to 
disease  which  renders  a  severe  opera-  the  several  conditions  of  gangrene  and 
tion  so  frequently  necessary  in  chil-  sphacelus,  while  the  Greeks  used  the 
dren  is  not  true  cancer,  but  what  is  term  carcinoma  only  to  designate  the 
-nowtermedytm^iaAam«/0de«.  Scarpaf  disease  known  to  us  as  cancer:  ft  a 
remarks :  '*  This  author  has  afforded  a  later  period,  however,  authors  used  it 
solution  of  the  question,  by  showing,  as  a  synonym  of  carcinoma,  or  cardnos 
from  careful  observation,  founded  on  (ici^«rWfut,  na^os,)  It  would  extend 
pathological  anatomy,  that  the  morbid  this  paper  far  beyond  its  prescribed 
change  of  structure  in  the  eyeball  of  limits  were  we  to  inquire  the  origin  of 
a  child,  commonly  called  carcinoma,  is  this  term  ;  M'hether  it  was  used  in  the 
not  in  reality  produced  by  cancer,  but  first  instance  from  a  supposed  resem- 
by  another  species  of  malignant  fungus,  blance  to  the  body  and  claws  of  a  crab, 
to  which  the  epithet  hamatodes  is  ap-  or  from  the  idea  that  an  animal  de- 
plied— a  disease,  indeed,  eqiwUy,  and,  vourcd  the  affected  part,  or  with  the 

*  Obeen-aiiooa  011  Fnngus  Hcuifttodet :  Rdin-  *  Scarpe  »  aUw  of  opinion  that  a  cancenmt 

^ur||h,  1809.  fung^ui  on  it«  Ant  appeannoc  is  not  maUinkant, 

•  t  Translatetl  by  Briggs,  2U  Edition,  p.  502.  but  that  it  becumca  10  in  process  of  tinic. 
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intention  of  conveying  the  notion  of  recognise  **  the  practical  truth  and  im- 
something  particularly  loathsome  in  portance  of  Dr.  Young's  nosolosicai  ar- 
the  nature  of  the  complaint.  It  is  not  rangement,  when  Dr.  Carswell  deprived 
improbable  that  all  the  above  conaide-  us  of  all  excuse  for  wavering,  by  satis- 
rations  influence  the  selection  of  the  factoiily  proving  its  justness, 
name.  It  was,  however,  at  first  sup-  The  researches  of  Laennec,  Otto, 
posed  to  be  a  disease,  confined  only  (or  Cruveilhier,  and,  lastly,  of  MiiUer,  have 
m  most  cases)  to  the  breast,  and  on  very  clearly  estabUshed  the  close  re- 
turning to  Paulus  ab  ^gina*  we  have  lationship  of  another  growth,  originally 
his  description  of  cancer  in  the  follow-  describea  by  Laennec  as  colloid,  to 
ing  words.  "  Cancer— a  hard  irre^lar  scirrhus  and  encephaloid ;  to  this  tissue 
tumor,  sometimes  with  and  sometimes  also  the  generic  term  cancer  has  been 
without  an  ulcer,  which  may  arise  in  proved,  by  Dr.  Walshe,  to  be  equally 
any  part  of  the  body,  but  most  fire-  applicable. 

quently  attacks  the  breast."  Karly  ob-  He  remarks,  that  "  the  union  of 
servers,  remarking  the  very  great  dif-  these  morbid  structures  into  a  distinct 
ference  between  the  ulcerated  and  non-  class  is  not  a  mere  nosological  artifice ; 
ulcerated  stages,  considered  it  right  to  it  is  manifest  that  the  formations  to 
apply  different  terms  to  each  :  the  name  which  we  propose  to  apply  the  generic 
of  cancer  was  applied  to  the  former  term  cancer  possess  characters  entitling 
state,  and  that  of  scvrkm  to  the  latter,  them  to  be  grouped  together,  and  sepa- 
Aeain,  the  scirrhus  stage  was  subdi-  rated  from  all  others  to  which  the 
Tided  into  two ;  viz.  the  simply  scirr*  frame  is  exposed."  They  agree  ana» 
hus,  and  the  occult  cancerous,  the  tomicallf,  for  they  are  all  composed  of 
commencement  of  pain,  being  the  a  containing  and  a  contained  part, 
barrier  between  them.  forming  a  combination  without  its 
From  the  great  resemblance  of  some  counterpart  in  the  natural  structures, 
of  the  features  of  the  morbid  mass.  They  agree  chvmically,  for  they  are  all 
now  recofifnised  by  the  term  encepha-  distinguished  oy  the  vast  predominance 
loid,  to  those  of  carcinoma,  the  name  of  albumen  in  tneir  composition.  Thev 
of  ioft  cancer  was  very  generally  agree  physiologically,  for  they  all 
made  use  of  to  designate  that  disease,  possess  in  themselves  the  power  of 
In  1812,  Ba^le,  recognising  the  funda-  ^owth,  and  of  extension  by  con- 
mental  similarity  of  hard  and  soft  tinuity  of  tissue;  that  is,  of  assimi- 
cancer  (of  encephaloid  and  scirrhus),  lating  to  their  proper  substance 
without  any  wish  of  underrating  the  the  most  heterogeneous  materials— an 
importance  of  their  individual  peculia-  inherent  tendency  to  destruction,  and 
rities,  foaintained  the  propriety  of  de-  the  power  of  local  reproduction.  They 
signating  them  by  the  same  general  agree  pathologically,  for  they  all  tend 
name.  "  To  our  countryman  Dr.  to  afiect  simultaneously,  or  consecu- 
Young,"  (remarks  Dr.  Walsher  in  his  tivdy,  various  organs  in  the  body,  and 
lucid  article  on  cancer), t  belongs  in  produce  that  depraved  state  of  the  con- 
reality  to  the  merit  of  having  been  the  stitution  known  as  the  cancerous  ca» 
first  to  unite  scirrhus  (carcinoma  ecir*  chexia.  '*  Their  title,"  continues  this 
rhoeum)  and  encephaloid  (carcinoma  writer, "  to  be  united  is  quite  as  strong, 


writers,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Tra-  highest  importance.    As  respects  the 

vers,  more  keenly  perceptive  of  the  dif-  name  to  be  given  to  the  genus,  cancer^ 

ferences  rather  than  of  the  analogies  or  carcinoma,  is  clearly  the  best :  to 

of  these  products,  have  almost  to  the  limit  these  terms   to   one   particular 

present  day  continued  to  define  cancer  tissue,  when  others  possess  the  very 

as    ulcerated    scirrhus,     and    to  se-  properties  on  account  of  which  they 

Cte  encephaloid  completely  there-  were  originally  employed,  is  a  palpable 

1,  under  the  title  of  lungus  hsema-  contradiction." 

todes.   Nevertheless,  opinion  had  been  The  followiufi^  table  well  illustrates 

silently  undergoing  a  change  among  the  varieties  of  cancer,  from   which 

us ;  we  had  been  gradually  learning  to  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Walshe  con- 

*  lib  vTclMi"  45 '~  siders    cancer   is    synonymous    with 

t  c>-ciiiefUt  of  Pnictioil  Snrifpry,  p.  Ml.  adventitious  heterologous  tissue.    We 
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may  heie  remark^  that  the  fact  of  its  pu$.    The  heterologous  material  of  all 

being  a  tiftsue— -in  other  words,  that  it  carcinomatous  formation  is  organizable, 

possesses   a   jieculiar  structure  —  un-  capable  of  vascular  development,  and 

equivocally  separates  it,  as  a  morbid  therefore  undergoes  all  those  changes 

product,  from  others  belonging  to  the  of  increase  ana  decay  consequent  on 

same  class;  for  examplci  tubercle  and  such  susceptibility. 

CANCER. 
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Yarietlet. 


1 


Common      vascnlu'^ 

£arcoma  f  i4fttfr- 

Mammary  Bar-      fntthy, 
oomata  ) 

Solanoid.  Becamiert  Zwag 

Nephroid.  Idem 

Napiform.  Idem 

Carcinoma   fasciculatum   vd 
hyalinam.  Mueller 

Fangns  hcematodes.  Hey 

Hsematodea  cancer. 
Auet  GaU, 


Synonyms  of  the  Spedea. 


I 


(Pancreatic  Sarcoma. 
Abemethy 
Cardaceous  tissue. 

Auet.  OeU, 
Carcinomareticulare.  Mueller 

Poltaoeona    \ 
cancer.       ^ 


Spongy,  or  ossiverous  tumor. 

Ruyech. 
Struma  fung08a[testi8] .  Caltiwu, 
Spongoid  inflammation.  Bume. 
Milt-like  tumor.  Munro. 
Medullary  sarcoma.  Abemethy. 
Cerebrifonn  disease,  or  cancer. 

Laennee. 
Pulpy  testicle.  Btnliie. 
Carcinus  spoogiosus.  Good, 
Cardnoma  spongkwnm.  Foaaf. 
Fungoid  disnse.  A.  Cooper^ 

Modgkim. 
Medullary  fungus.  Afaimotr, 

CheUue. 
Acute  fungous  tumor.  C  Bell. 
Medullary  cancer.   Dravere, 
Cephaloma.  Hooper,  Carawellm 
Carcinoma  meduUare.  Mueller^ 
Soft  cancer.  Auct.  Var, 
Carcinomatous  sarcoma. 

Abemeihy. 
Carcinoma  scirrbosum.  Youny, 
Sdrrhus  cancer.  lYavere, 
Scirrhoma.  CartwelL 
Carcinoma  simplex  vel  fibrosam. 

Mueller. 
Stone  cancer.  Auet,  Ver. 
Areolar  gelatiniform  cancer. 

Oruveilkier^ 
Carcinoma  alTeolare,   Mueller. 
Gum  cancer.  Hodyim. 


From  a  table  now  before  us  the  mean 
age  of  1200  cancerous  subjects  at  death 
was  59*4  years  in  the  male  sex,  and  56*1 
in  the  female. 

It  is,  however,  an  undoubted  fact 
that  the  different  species  of  cancer  are 
far  from  being  eaually  common  to  all 
ages.  Thus,  scirrous  is  the  form  that 
attacks  the  adult,  while  encephaloid  is 
the  form  usually  assumed  by  tne  morbid 
growth  in  young  subjects ;  the  colloid 
appears  only  to  have  been  noticed  in 
adult  individuals. 

The  different  species  of  this  for- 
midable disease  evidently  make  their 
attack  on  the  human  frame  at  different 


periods  of  life,  no  age,  however,  being 
free  from  it ;  the  babe  unborn,  and  the 
old  man  of  three-score  years  and  ten, 
being  liable  to  become  victims.  Bil- 
lard*  mentions  a  case  in  which  scirrhus 
had  taken  place  in  the  heart  during 
intra-uterine  life.  Dr.  Walshe  has 
recorded  two  cases  of  meningeal  en- 
cephaloid which  existed  at  birth.  Mr. 
Travcrs  has  figured  a  very  remarkable 
case  of  encephaloid  disease  of  the  eve, 
observed  by  himself  and  Sir  Astley 
Cooper.  At  birth,  the  eyeball  was 
about  the  size  of  a  large  walnut. 

*  Traitd  dca  Maladies  des  Enfans. 
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M.  Cravellhier  has,  on  the  other  veins  much  enlarged,  and  fqlly  dis- 

hand, mentioned  a  casein  which  uterine  tended  with  hlood  of  a  dark  colour, 

cancer  commenced  at  the  yery  advanced  The   mother   told   me,    that   some 

age  of  84.  months  hefore  she  had  remarked  thai 

We  may  remark,  also,  that  the  three  the  pupil  appeared  to  have  **  a  yellow 

varieties   of  carcinoma,  viz.  the  en-  cast  (appearance),  but  the  lad  did  not 

cephaloid,  scirrhous,  and  colloid,  have  suffer  any  pain  at  first."   I  learnt,  also, 

somepointsofdistinction  by  which  each  that  this  yellow  tinee  soon  increased, 

may  be  easily  known,  viz.  colour,  shape,  at  first  very  slowly,  tnen  more  quickly, 

size,  microscopical  constituents,  supply  "  and  the  eye  began  to  be  bloodshot." 

of  vessels,  situation,  and  the  age  at  The  child  appeared  uneasy ;  a  chy mist 

which  the  patient  is  attacked  by  them,  was  consultea,  and  some  powders  given. 

To  examine   these   separately  would  and  leeches  applied  to   the  affected 

take  much  time  and  space ;  we  must  organ.    "  But  tney  did  no  good,"  and, 

therefore  hasten,  lastly,  verv  briefly  continued  the  mother,  **  the  more  he 

to  describe  the  case  in  which  the  eye  took  the  worse  he  became ;  so  we  gave 

was  successfully  extirpated  in  a  boy  of  up  doctoring  till  he  got  so  bad  we  were 

nine  years  old.    But  first  it  may  be  ooli^d  to  brin^  him  to  you." 

added,  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  observes,  "  that  The   poor  little  fellow  was  much 

he  is  compelled,  at  present,  to  place  depressed,  had  a  distressed  look,  and 

together  that  which  is  usually  consi-  seemed  to  suffer  a  good  deal  of  local 

dered  as  a  scrofulous  aflection  of  the  pain :  the  cornea  was  clouded,  and  only 

retina,  and  that  which  proceeds  to  the  a  confused  mass  could  be  seen  beneath, 

development  of  true  fungus  hamatodea,  all  distinction  of  lens  or  iris  being 

from  inability  to  point  out  any  sisns  quite  destroyed, 

by  which  the  two  aiseases  can  be  dis*  The  secretions  generally  were  im^ 

tinguished  in  the  early  stages ;   and  perfectly  rendered,  and  the  abdomen  a 

also  from  the  conviction  that  the  two  good  deal  enlarged :  a  dose  of  calomel 

are  sometimes  similar  in  origin,  and  and  rhubarb  was  therefore  ordered  at 

that  that  which  is  at  first  simple  may  bed-time,  and  a  dose  of  the  compound 

subsequently  become  malignant.  decoction  of  aloes  in  cinnamon-water 

the  following  morning.    This  was  re- 

Cate  of  Wiiham  Barirup,  at.  9.  peated  two  or  three  times  with  advan- 

April,  1841. — The  mother  brought  tage.     In  a  week  the  child  appeared 

this  boy,  then  about  seven  years  of  ase,  better,    and  much    of  the   irritation 

to  my  house,  for  an  affection  of  tne  already  mentioned  was  removed.    A 

eye,  which  had  been  coming  on  for  mild  mercurial  plan  of  treatment  waa 

some  years.    The  boy  presented  a  very  now  commenced,  and  steadily  followed 

remarkable  appearance.  The  eye-lashes  for  more  than  six  months,  during  which 

of  the  left  eye  were  gone*  and  the  lower  period   every  possible   attention  was 

lid  partially  everted ;  the  globe  of  the  paid  to  the  diet  of  the  child.  The  form 

eye  was  much  increased  m  size,  and  m  which  the  mercury  was  given  was 

the  vitreous  body  was  turbid  and  of  a  the  Hydr.  c.  cretft,  with   the  Pulv. 

dirty  brown  colour.  On  a  more  minute  Cinnam.  Co.,  so  as  gently  to  keep  the 

examination  the  pupil  was  found  di-  little  patient  under  its  influence,  the 

lated;  the  iris  dull,  discoloured,  and  dose  being  diminished  and  increased 

pushed  forwards,  and  the    chambers  according    to    circumstances.     After 

for  the  aqueous  fluid  in  part  destroyed,  taking  this  medicine  for  about  four 

The  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva  and  months  some  slight  improvement  was 

sclerotica  contained  red   blood ;    and  evident,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months 

during  the  occurrence  of  the  changes  the  diseased  mass  gradually  began  to 

above  mentioned  considerable  inflam-  subside.     During  this  treatment  the 

mation  must  have  existed.    There  was  boy   had    improved    in    his   general 

also  profuse  lachry mation,  some  pain,  health,  and  was  quite  robust;  much 

and  a  great  disinclination  to  turn  the  increased  in  stature  and  in  bulk, 

eye  towards  the  light.    The  globe  was  T  now  lost  sight  of  my  patient,  and 

tender  and  tense  to  the  feel,  and  severe  saw  no  more  of  him  for  twelve  months, 

ocular  and  circumorbitar  pains  were  when  he  was  again  brought  to  me,  the 

complained  of.    The   palpebric  were  disease  having  made  considerable  ad- 

tumid,  and  wciy  red,  ana  the  superficial  vances.     The  child    had,  meantime 
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Veen  under  the  care  of  a  Quack,  y'clept  of  mercury  has   been  tried  witli6ut 

a  water  doctor,  success. 

I  saw  this  poor  little  fellow  now  and  orore  street.  East  Retford, 

then  up  to  the  month  of  October  in  the  >^e^-  »^  ^8**' 
last  year,  at  which  time  the  mercury, 


which    hitherto    had    possessed    the  pqtATOES  A  PREVENTIVE  AND 

j::;^d  i.^i^^  T?e  t^X  iS:  CURB  FOR  SCURVY. 

creased  daily  in  siie.    The  boy  com-  

plainedofnopain;  and  it  would  appear  j^  the  Editor  ^f  ihe  Medical  Gazette, 

that  the  suffenng  is  greatest  whilst  the  ^ 

diseased  growth  is  confined   by  the  Si», 

unyielding  and  firm  sclerotic  tunic,  if  The  letter  of  Dr.  Baly,  contained  in  a 

we  may  form  an  opinion  from  the  relief  late  number  of  your  excellent  Gasettx, 

obtained  when  this  portion  of  the  eye  has  recalled  to  my  mind  a  memoran- 

gives  way.  dnm  taken  of  a  conversation  in  which 

The  removal  of  the  organ  now  ap-  I  joined,  on  the  subject  of  scurvy,  with 

peared  the  only  chance  of  affording  a  highly  intelligent  medical  gentleman, 

relief,  or  rather  of  savine  the  poor  then  attached  to  the  *'  Hdpital  do  la 

boy's  life ;  although,  at  the  time,  I  Charity,"  in  Paris,  and  as  far  back  as 

feared  that  this  would  afford  but  little  the  month  of  September  1834,  when  I 

chance.  was  last  in  that  capital.    This  gentle- 

•    1  was  well  aware  that  the  result  of  man,  whose  name,  1  much  regret  to 

the  removid  of  the  diseased  organ  had  say,  has  now  entirely  escaped  me  (hav- 

been  very  unsatisfactory,  but  still  I  ing  never  since  had  the  pleasure  of 

thought,  in  this  case,  I  was  bound  to  meeting  him),  had  previously  served 

propose  it  to  his  parents;  and,  with  as  a  medical  officer  in  the  French  navy, 

their  consent,  the  eye-ball  was  removed  and  had  evidently  given  gr^at  atten- 

in  the  usual  manner.  tion  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  the 

It  is  needless  to  describe  the  steps  of  *'  Purpura  nautica."  I  well  recollect 
the  operation :  I  had  the  valuable  as-  feelinc^  surprised  when  he  assured  me 
sistance  of  my  friend  Mr.  George  that,  auring  several  long  sea-voyages. 
Chapman.  The  diseased  mass  was  he  had  amply  tested  the  great  efficacy 
removed  with  a  plain  straight  knife,  of  iound  and  fresh  potatoes  in  the  pre- 
some  little  difficulty  being  experienced,  vention  and  cure  of  scorbutic  disease 
from  the  very  great  softness  of  the  amongst  the  seamen.  He  recommend* 
globe.  Various  instruments  are  spoken  ed  the  administration  of  the  vegetable 
of  as  required  j  curved  knives  and  several  times  a  day,  in  its  raw  state* 
scissors,  nooks,  blunt  and  sharp,  &c.  but  scraped  sufficiently  fine  to  make  it 
tte,  &c. ;  but  I  have  long  been  of  digestible,  and  had  proved  it  to  be  thus 
opinion  that  the  more  we  simplify  our  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  the  way  of 
operations,  and  the  less  we  torture  the  diet :  the  more  so  since  it  is  easily  kept, 
patient  with  dressing,  the  better.  The  and  very  generally  obtainable  where 
twy,  in  this  case,  got  well  over  the  other  vegetables  in  a  fresh  and  whole- 
operation,  and  is  now  quite  recovered,  some  state  cannot  be  procured. 
Tne  other  eye  is  much  improved,  and  Since  the  knowledge  of  this  ftM!t  In 
the  mother  told  me,  a  few  davs  ngo,  the  navy,  and  among  our  professional 
that  he  was  *Mn  the  best  of  health."  brethren  serving  therein,  may  prove  a 

We  have  the  valuable  authority  of  matter  of  much  importance  in  securing 

Mr.  Terrell  for  stating,  that  in  many  the  health  of  British  marines,  and  in 

cases,  in  children,  the  disease  has  sub-  totallv  banishing  from  the  service  all 

sided,  and  the  globe  become  atrophied,  the  phenomena  and  exhausting  symp- 

under  steady  and  long-continued  mer-  toms  characteristic  of  sea  scurvy,  your 

ourial  treatment.    It  tnerefore  behoves  publication  of  this  note  in  your  widely 

us  to  endeavour,  by  every  means  in  our  circulating  periodical  will  much  oblige, 

power,  to  produce  this  effect,  by  the  Sir, 

plan  alreaay  pointed  out,  before  we  Your  obedient  servant, 

propose  an  operation  which,  I  am  fully  Fras.  PeppsbcoAN b, 

satisfied,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  Deiahoye  street,  storey's  Otte,        H.ILC.S. 

will  fail  after  along-continued  course  WeBtminater,  March  i,  »«. 
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AKALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,  that  the  author  will  continue  his  useful 

labours.  We  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend  him,  however,  not  to  translate 

■^L^Auteur  se  tue  k  allongerce  que  le  lecteur  se  quite  80  literally,  as  many  of  his  sen- 

tne  ^  abrtgcr.»'-D'ALBMBKRT.  ^en(.eg  ^^^  ^^^y  g^jflp EngUsh,  and  others 

not  English  at  all.    The  following  ex- 

A  Sy,tem  of  Cli,,ical  Medicine.    By  ^'„^,rhi.lP«f  ATn  «ni°H."L*ilf 

RoBKRT  Graves,   M.D.  M.H.I.Af,  '^^!_  ^°^^  "^  **^''"  ""'^  '*"  *•*"*- 

one  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Meath  „  ^      .     ,     _^,™f  „*  „ii  ._s„„i. 

Hospital  and  County  pf  Dublin  In-  '  ***«,"  ^*'«  ^^^  f,  ""  ""."^''H 

^    ''       i     a.-  B.„     -n.,!,!!,,   laiQ  »nd  hnnds  arc  proper  for  so  wise  an 

To  the  readers  of  the  Medical  Gazbttb  ia  he   the  wisest  animal,  as  Anaxa- 

the  name  of  Dr.  Graves  is  familiar ;  goras  said  ;    but   because  he  is   the 

for  numerous  and  valuable  have  been  wisest  animal  he  has  a  hand,  as  most 

his  contributions  to   its  pages.    But  truly  Aristotle  sa;^8.     For  the  hands 

this  very  circumstance,  while  it  has  instruct  not  man  in  arts,  but  reason, 

added  to  the  interest  of  our  journal,  The  hands  are  organs,  as  the  lyre  to  the 

has  the  disadvantage ,  when  we  come  musician,  or  the  forceps  to  the  artist, 

forward  as  reviewers,  that  the  sense  of  But  the  lyre  does  not  teach  music,  nor 

obli^tion  tends  to  rob  us  of  our  im-  the  forceps  arts,  but  there  is  an  arti- 

partiality.    Let  our  professional  bre*  ficer  for  each,  who  is  endowed  with 

thren,  then,  not  trust  to  our  report,  but  reason,  but  he  could  not  work  without 

procure  the  work  and  judge  for  them-  instruments"  (p.  7-) 

selves.  *•  Therefore,  let  us  bep^n  with  the 

Dr.  Graves  has  now  for  many  years  words  of  Hippocrates,  as  if  the  voice  of 
been  engaged  in  delivering  clinical  a  god :  for  in  the  passage  in  which  he 
lectures  at  the  Mcath  and  Sir  Patrick  demonstrates  the  use  of  the  nails,  where 
Dun's  Hospitals,  and  hisoninions  have  he  shows  how  iar^e  it  was  suitable  for 
become  widely  circulatea  not  only  them  to  be ;  in  mat  very  place,  like- 
through  the  medium  of  his  pupils  but  wise,  he  equally  demonstrates  in  these 
in  consequence  of  numerous  papers  words,  the  reason  why  the  hand  has 
having  appeared  in  some  of  the  prin-  been  divided  into  fingers,  and  why  the 
cipal  loumals  both  of  this  country  an4  thumb  is  placed  in  opposition  to  tho 
Amenca.  One  of  the  great  peculiarities  four  fingers.  '  The  faultless  construc- 
of  the  lectures  is  that  they  are  strictly  tion,  and  the  excellent  disposition  of 
etinieal,  and  bear  internal  evidence  of  the  fingers,  (which  he  caUs  euphixia). 
being  dictated  by  actual  qbservatioa  is,  that  that  finger  should  be  long 
and  experience.  The  lectures  on  Fever  which  is  in  the  middle,  and  that  tb^ 
will  be  found  particularly  valuable  and  thumb  be  set  io  opposition  to  the  index 
elaborate,  as  are  those  likewise  on  finger.  For  the  division  of  the  fingers 
Syphilis  and  Mercury.  was  made,  that  thev  might  be  sepa- 

In  a  second  part  tlic  volume  contains  rated  as  far  as  possible  from  each  other, 

a  collection  of  ver^  valuable  papers  which  arrangement  is  altogether  the 

published  at  various  times  in  the  Dublin  most  useful ;  therefore,  he  suitably  ol>* 

Medical   Journal,   and    embracing  a  serves,  that  when  any  property  is  pre- 

variety  of  interesting  and  important  sent  in  organs,  on  account  of  which 

subjects.    Many  of  these  we  noticed  they  have  been  formed,  that  a  construe- 

at  the  time  of  their  appearance,  and  tion  of  this  kind  is  by  far  the  most 

our  object  at  present  is  not  to  republish,  suitable ;  certainlv,  according  to  which 

any  of  Dr.  Graves's  papers,  but  simply  construction  the  thumb  has  been  placed 

to  recommend  the  volume  to  the  at-  in  opposition  to  the  fing^ers.    But  if 

tention  of  onr  readers.  the  hand  had  only  been  thus  divided, 

notwithstanding,  tne  thumb  would  not 

*—  have  been  very  hi  distant  ftom  the 

Gahn  on  the  Hand.    Svo.  p.  44*.  fi°«e"»  ^^  <^f  W^^y  .^^'i^Jl^L^^- 

^  been  opposed  in  contrary   position.' '' 

Wb  are  glad  to  see  this  translation  of  (pp.  19—20.) 

so  celebrated  an  essay,  and  we  hppe  

«  Our  copy  Iim  no  title-p^er 

798.— XXXI.  3  M 
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Ueberdu  Anhangi^keit  der  phyri,cken  d«.rf«  Brt/ero;  of  200,000  "OuU.  Spot. 

Populatio'itkriifie  »on  den  eitijack-  of   yerdure  escape  the    locust  —  epi- 

((ea   Grundttoffe»  der   Nahtr,    mil  aemics  rarely  depopulate  a  country — 

MpteulUr  AnwendHngau/ditUei^i-  -^i^^,  f^,„^^^  ^d  are  propagated 

*irFra»S*Gr..'''&Jund  ia'  spite  of  penalties  and  dungeons, 
Paris.  1842.--0»  the  Dyfendetiee  and  codes,  however  stnngent,  do  not 
of  ihe  Pky$icai  Pow€r$  of  Popula-  g^eep  away  the  customs  of  a  commu- 
tioH  upon  the  timpUtt  ElemeHti  of   ^         j^  ^^  ^^^  ^  j^  ^^e  natefial 

l""iS,£  :fX'  Xftl'^  5-  world  ther^    is   an  innate  ««Ueney 

Belgium.    By  Dr.  Ferdinand  GoBBi.  against  superincumbent  pressure  ;   so 

Leipsic  and  Paris.     1842.    4to.  pp.  that,  after  a  thousand  convulsions,  its 

300,  with  plates  and  tables.  prospects  shine  out  more  brilliant  than 

This  handsome  volume  does  great  ere-  ever— Uke  a  landscape  after  a  summer 

dit  to  its  ingenious  author  ;  and  those  atorm. 

whose  destiny  allows  them  leisure  for  j^^^^  considerations  may  help  to  cx- 

such  physical  and  phUosophical  mqui-  ^      p       •  ^w  has  done 

ries  will  be  gratified  by  the  German  plain  why  the  New  I'oor-l.aw  nas  done 

industry  of  Dr.  Gobbi.    The  plates  re-  less  mischief  in  nine  years   grinding 

present  the  hydrography  of  Belgium,  gway    than   some    apprehended.      In 

and  the  tables  give  verv  minute  details  ^y^  ^^^  ^y^^^  a^^me  favoured  spots 

relating  to  the  same  subject.  (Gilbert  Unions,  for  example)  have  alto- 

-  gether  escaped  the  withering  Simoom, 

iwrx^mr^Af     rA^FTTF  and  remain  Oases  in  the  desert.    But 

MEDIC ALi   ijAAtj  1  1  ±i.  gecondly,  and  chiefly,  the  principles  of 

Friday,  March  17, 1843.  the  new  law  have  not  been  catried  out 

to  their  full  extent.    It  has  been  the 

fortunate  fate  of  many  penal  statutes 

«•  Lleet  omnibna,  Ucet  etiftm  mihi,  difn>itiitem  |^  .    .  fi^Hlv  pvecutpa  •  and  when 

AHis  Medic*  tucri ;  potetut  modo  veniendi  in    to  be  but  fcewy  executea ,  ana  wnen 

pabUcam  sit,  dicenOi  periculom  non  reciuo."        ^e  look  at  the  avowed  motives  of  the 

'  ^■^■*°'    original  contrivers  of  this  law,  and  their 

accomplices,  we  cannot  but  be  thankful 
THE  NEW  POOR-LAW  UNVEILED,    ^hat  their  power  has  proved  so  unpio- 

When  perusing  the  accounts  of  war,  portioned  to  their  will.    The  object  of 

pestilence,  and  famine,  emblazoned  on  the  economists  vras  declared  frankly 

the  pages  of  history,  the  hasty  reader  enough  a  dozen  years  ago.     It  was 

is  apt  to  wonder  that  man  and  his  simi^y  to  abolish  by  degrees  all  relief 

works  have  not  long  since  been  arini-  of  the  poor.    For  such  was  the  pitch 

hilated.     Since  Germany  during  the  to  which  they  carried  their  perverted 

thirty  years'  war  was  ravaged  by  hos-  enthusiasm,  that  they  expect^  to  see 

tile  armies  in  every  direction  from  the  the  time  when  benefit-clubs  and  in- 

Rhine  to  the  Kibe,  from  the  Elbe  to  suranoe-ofllices  would  have  swallowed 

the  Danube,  how  came  it,  he  might  up  all  other  modes  of  providing  for  the 

ask,  that  the  country  was  not  reduced  indigent.    In  the  palmy  days  of  Mai- 

to  a  wilderness  P    The  answer  is,  that  thusianism,  private  charity  was  stig- 

complete   extermination    whether   of  matized  in  the  same  terms  as  public 

things  or  of  theories  is  not  so  easy  as  relief,  as  being  equally  destructive  of 

it  is  sometimes  imagined.    The  French  the    independence   of    the   labouring 

contention  decreed  the  dtter  deatruc-  classes.     In  spite  of  the  undeviating 

tion  of  Lyons ;  yet  Lyons  survives  to  testimony   of    history  and    common 

this  day,  with  a  population  (fidei  $i  aense,  it  was  expected  that  the  poor 
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wonld  ''cease  out  of  the  land;" 
and  the  engine  for  this  miraculoas 
change  was  asserted  to  be»  the  most 
rigid  abstinence  from  charity  on  the 
part  of  the  rich.  The  economists  were 
too  blear-eyed  to  see  that  a  state  with 
a  liberal  poor-law,  is,  in  reality,  an  in- 
surance society  on  the  most  magnifi- 
cent scale,  where  the  labourer,  not 
half  paid  during  his  years  of  ted,  lays 
up  in  the  treatmy  of  the  public  his 
nnrecompensed  exertions,  in  case  he 
survives  to  claim  their  reward.  Thus 
the  plantains,  red  herrings,  and  Osna- 
burgh  trowsers  with  which  the  slave- 
owner furnished  the  instruments  of  his 
wealth  during  their  yean  ^  labour, 
were  never  sappoMd  to  exenpi  him 
from  the  duty  of  maintaining  them 
when  labour  became  impossible.  The 
soldier  and  sailor  see  Chelsea  and 
Greenwich  through  the  long  vista  of 
time ;  so  that  the  land  and  fund-holder, 
the  ship  and  mill-owner,  need  not  be- 
moan themselves  so  {Hteously  if  they 
must  succour  the  old  age  of  men  with- 
out whose  youth  their  wealth  would 
have  existed  only  on  paper. 

This  attempt  to  effect  a  euihanasia  of 
poverty,  by  not  listening  to  its  cries, 
and  to  destroy  all  sympathy  with  its 
miseries  by  studiously  confounding  the 
indigent  with  the  criminal,  has  been 
now  pursuedjor  so  many  years  that  it 
is  almost  needless  to  prove  the  fact 
formally.  Yet  as  this  is  sometimes 
conveniently  forgotten,  and  as  certain 
nmateors  of  the  new  law  affect  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  enacted  in  favour  of 
the  p(K>r,  it  may  be  well  to  refresh  their 
memories;  so  we  will  give  them  an 
extract  from  the  index  to  the  Assistant- 
Commissioners*  Reports,  as  quoted  in  a 
late  debate. 

'*  Pttupen, — Generally  worthless  and 
profligate,  mostly  made  so  by  impro- 
vidence and  vice.  The  chief  receivers 
of  donations  from  charitable  institu- 
tions and  charitable  ladies,  on  whom 
they  impose. 


''  Much  better  off  than  soldiers. 

"  Generally  made  so  by  vicious  ha- 
bits, and  not  by  unavoidable  causes. 

"  Made  by  Iving-in  hospitals,  soup- 
kitchens,  blanket  societies,  and  per- 
manent charities.  Disimprove  rapidly 
both  in  skill  and  morals.  Know  accu- 
rately the  allowance  of  food  in*  each 
workhouse  and  each  prison  within 
thek  district,  and  try  to  enter  where 
the  largest  and  best  is  given. 

"In  workhouses  fere  luxuriously 
compared  with  the  labourers  of  Ireland 
or  Scotland*." 

An  index,  like  the  Tatler's,  says 
Leigh  Hunt,  often  gives  "  us  a  taste  of 
the  quintessence  of  his  humour ;"  and 
it  must  be  confessed  that  this  index  is 
insurpassably  faithful  to  the  spirit  of 
the  report  which  it  epitomises.  The 
extnuct  must  have  been  prepared  i» 
vacuo,  so  inimitably  does  it  preserve 
the  mawkish  flavour  and  intense  bitter- 
ness of  the  original  substance. 

The  farther  we  go  back  in  this 
strange  eventful  history,  the  more 
plainly  do  the  Commissioners  and  their 
understrappers  speak  out.  Hypocrisy, 
quoth  Rochefoucauld,  is  the  homage 
which  vice  pays  to  virtue ;  and  though 
English  philanthropy  could  not  teach 
the  economists  virtue,  it  has  compelled 
them  to  throw  a  veil  over  their  worst 
projects.  Every  now  and  then,  indeed, 
like  the  knight's  visor  in  a  German 
tale,  which  falls  back  and  discloses  the 
grinning  skull  beneath,  the  veil  is 
thrown  aside,  and  naked  starvation  re- 
appears to  the  affrighted  spectator. 
Still,  on  the  whole,  many  unwilling 
sacrifices  have  been  made  to  good 
feeling;  for  with  a  press  to  publish 
and  comment,  no  Parliamentary  ma- 
jorities arc  sufficiently  large  to  stifle 
the  voices  of  humanity  and  reason. 
The  farther  we  go  back,  therefore,  the 
more  truly  we  see  the  poor-law  in  all 
its  original  brightness,  with  its  sharp 
edge  as  yet  unblunted  by  debate  or 
leader,  calm  argument,  or   indignant 

remonstrance. 

■ 

«  Times,  March  1,  IS43. 
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**  Had  you  seen  t&etfe  nNid«  before  they  were  of  this  remarkable  declaration  of  waf 

You  would  lift  up  your  hands,  and  bicsa  against  the  poor  to  remain  for  ever 

Marahal  Wade."  1,^^^  ij^  ^  portfolio.    This  pfecious 

Now  imagine,  O  render !  that  you  document  recommends : 

could  see  the  New  Poor-Law  "  before  ,  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^.^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

It  was  made"— in  its    state    of   pre-  pf  ^hig  jyjt,  the  Board  of  Control  shall 

existAce — a  mere  embryo,  as  yet  but  have  power,  by  an  order,  with  such  ex* 

a  candidate  for  birth,— you  too  would  ceptions  as  shall  be  thought  necessary, 

t-iv  .,^  ^, u A^    4i,«..«i,  „.«  A^  r^^t  to  disallow  the  continuance  of  relief  to 

lift  up  your  hands,  though  we  do  not  ^^^  ,^^.          ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  . 

think  that  blessing  would  be  precisely  ^g^t,  in  any  other  mode  than  in  a  work- 

tbe  natural  accompaniment  of  the  ges-  house,  regulated  in  such  manner  as  by 

ture.    This  unborn  monster  must  have  the  aforesaid  Board  of  Control  shall  be 

been  a  singukr  spectacle  you  will  say.  ^^j;f  °^ji„   of  the  Commissioners 

A  sort  of  ratio  holds  good  between  the  ^^^^  y^  ^  ^^^^^  allowances,  but  not 

seen  and  the  hidden.     If  Curio  on  the  to  enlarge  them.    After  this  has  been 

hustings  hints  of  treating,  how  openly  accompfished,  orders  may  be  sent  forth 

wUl  he  profess  bribery  in    his  com-  ^irectmg  that  after  such  a  day  all  out- 

*^    .     _^  .   ,    ■',.,     .        -  door  relief  should  be  given  partly  m 

mittee-room!    If  Aphroditus  is  so  free  kind;  that  after  such  another  period,  it 

at  dinner,  how  coarse  he  must  be  when  should   be    ^dually   diminished   in 

the  ladies  have  withdrawn !     If  the  quantity,  until  that  mode  of  relief  was 

Poor-Law  Bill   is  so  rigorous,  what  extinguished.    From  the  first  the  relief 

X 1.        1-       ^i_    J.       .  .         r  should  be   altered  in  quality,    coarse 

must  have  been  the  dim  visions  of  un-  ^^^^  y^^^  ^^^^  substituted  for  fine 

sparing  severity,  the  ecstatic  hope  of  ^hite ;  and,  concurrently  with  these 

an  utter  abnegation  of  charity,  floating  measures  as  to  the  out-door  poor,  a 

along  the  imagination  of  its  rapt  con-  gradual  reduction  should  be  made  in 

ooctonl  Howmu.ttheyha.ech«c«ed  J^^lf^l tfjS?"  ^"'  •'"'^'"^' 

over  the  anticipation  of  white  bread 

silly  metamorphosed  into  brown,  and  ^ 

this  again  fading  into  oatmeal  and  po-  "  ^s  oneban-icr  to  the  increase  of  ex- 

.„-^^„ .ji  ..  ^    _^     vi.^  ..  ^       _    .  penditure  in  the  detailed  mamigement, 

tatoes,  until  the  poor,  like  the  mare  m  ^^^   Commissioners    should   ife    em! 

the  story,  were  gradually  taught  to  Uve  powered  to  fix  a  maximum  of  the  con- 

upon  nothing !  sumption  per  head  within  the  work- 

These  schemes  are  not  of  our  inven-  house,  leaving  to  the  local  officers  the 

tionj  they  were  the  waking  dreams  of   ^^Z%?!iZ^n^^§l^)l^^^  themaxi- 

..',',       ,    .         *  .            ,  mum,  u  they  could  safely  4o  so."* 

those  who  plotted  the  new  law,  and  n          , 

have  been  lately  laid  before  the  House  ^"*'*'  ^'^  meaning  of  ta/ely  in  this 

of  Commons  by  Mr.  Walter.      The  P^^^^e  P    Is  rioting  or  diarrhoea  the 

paper  from  which  he  read  the  house  ?"Ser  apprehended  by  the  Commis- 

some  extracts  on  the  a3d  ult,  was  a  """"*  ^    ^^  ''""*'*•  *«  "^'"  "^  * 

report  furnished  to  Lord  Grey's  govern-  «°^''  »o"se  must  have  a  fine  tact,  both 

ment  by  the  commissioners  on  whose  w«8l  and  medical,  to  pare  another  slice 

labours  the  new  law  was  founded.  Not  '■"*""  *^  '"^""y  ^<"^' "'  «"^^'««"  ""o*" 

more    than   twenty    copies    of   this  spoonful  from  the  attenuated  gnael,  and 

candid  document  were  printed.    One  '"*  *  ^let-table  on  the  limits  of  star- 
of  them,  by  the  death  of  its  posses- * '""o"' >" '''^P  ^  «»*■«:«  <'°«''*'>  a 

sor,  fai  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Walter,  Pfesen^ble  state ! 

among  whose  papers  it  lay  unnoticed,  ^^^'^  ""*  """*'  confess  that  this  re- 

and  unread,  till  a  recent  period.    But  P*"^  **  '''*  "'**'  curious  exposure  of  the 

murder  will  out,  and  it  was  not  the  fete  •  Time%,  F«b.  Mtb,  is4s.  ~ 
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real,  unvarnished  meaning  of  a  public  which  they  were  stifled.    We  will  now 

measure  that  has  taken  place  in  our  \^^t  mention  where  this  assistMce  is  to 

.„               .        x  •         *  be  procured.      Mr.  Francis   Barham, 

time.  All  comment  on  it  is  qmte  super-  ^^^^^  profound  knowledge  of  literature 

fluous ;  but  it  would  be  doing  service  has  long  been  the  admiration  of  his 
to  the  good  cause  to  reprint  it  by  the  friends,  has  established  a  Literary 
myriad,  and  circulate  it  from  one  end    Agency  Office,  at  6,  Warwick  Court, 

/.,     .  ,     J,  .    *i,      *r,  Gray's  Inn,  where  the  labour  of  cor- 

of  the  island  to  the  other.  ^J^^^  ^^^^^  ^  j^^^  ^^  ,^j„^^^^  ^^. 

vices,  will  be  performed  for  the  anxious 

A  HELP  TO  MEDICAL  WRITERS,  author.      Should  medical  books  still 

continue  to  come  out  m  their  present 

It  is  an  old  and  a  true  saying,  Non  unseemly  state,  the  candid  critic  will 

ommw  postamus  omnes.    The  industry  be  apt  to  inquire  "  Why  was  not  the 

which  coUecte  facts,  and  the  geniu6  ]^s.  taken  to  Warwick  Court  ?" 

which  generalises  them,  are  not  always  

combined  in  the  same  person ;  though 

the  hosts  of  literature,    like  a  well-  M'NAUGHTEN'S   TRIAL, 
ordered  army,  require  their  pwneers  and  (^.^^^  ^  Carrevondent,) 
sappers  as  well  as  their  nflemen  and  ^  m-  / 
dragoons.  In  our  own  profession,  a  few,                               — 
but  only  a  few,  have  wielded  the  pen  Tbk  recent  trial  of  M'Naaghten,  for 
and  the  lancet  with  equal  dextenty ;  the  murder  of  Mr.  Drummond,  is  one 
and  while  a  Heberden  or  a  Gooch  occurs  of  the  most  important,  of  a  similar  na- 
once  in  fifty  years,  we  daily  see  doctors,  ture,  which  has  ever  occupied  the  atten- 
the  delivery  of  whose  thoughts  is  pre-  tion  of  an  English  court  of  justice  ^ 
vented  by  a  kind  of  literary  dystocia,  because  the  question  mainly  turned 
Hence  it  often  happens  that  the  atten-  upon  the  degree   of  insanity  which 
tion  of  the  medical  reviewet  is  drawn  renders  a  man  irresponsible  for  his 
from  his  author's  thoughts  to  the  Ian-  criminal  acts.    We  presume  thait  few 
guage  in  which  they  are  clothed;  and,  will  doubt  that  M'Naughten's  case  was 
as  in  the  good  old  times,  an  ill-dressed  a  very  marked  one  of  monomania.  The 
man  was  sternly  repulsed   from  the  delusion,  that  persecutors  haunted  him 
Opera  House,  without  inquiry  into  iiis  wherever  he  went ;  that  the  faces  of 
personal  merits;  so  an  author  whose  his  fellow-townsmen,  the  chief   con- 
opinions  are  travestied  in  a  slip-slop  spirators  against  him,  were  made  to 


sider  its  merits."  him  with  contemptuous  jesting  sneers, 

The  advantage  of  literary  assistance  and   pointed  at  him  as    he   walked, 

in  such  instances  as  these  is  too  ob-  Again,  his  roving  from  place  to  place 

vious  to  be  insisted  on.    But  it  will  be  to  get  tid  of  them,  bat  still  obtain- 

objected  that  in  many  aggravated  cases  ing    no    rest ;    his    imagining    that 

the  disease  is  more  deeply  seated,  and  advertisements  in  the  Glasgow  Herald 

that  the  author  writes  unintelligibly,  and  in  the  Times  referred  to  him,  and 

because  he  thinks  confusedly.     Our  pointed  him  out  as  one  guilty  of  rob- 

love  of  truth  obliges  us  to  confess  that  berics  and  unnatural  crimes;  the  dilated 

this  is  too  often  the  case ;  yet  even  this  pupil,   the  wildness  of  the  eye,  the 

evil  is  not  beyond  the  reach  of  art:  flushed  face,  the  violence  of  manner 

'Uhere  is  a  remedy,"  says  Sancho,'' for  whenever  the  subject  of  his  delusion 

every  thing  but  death."    A  good  critic  was  referred  to,  his  sleepless  nights, 

will  not  confine  his  corrections  to  simple  were  all   proofs   of  existing  disease, 

matters  of  grammar,  but  will  extend  Nor  was  the  plea  of  insanity  an  after- 

themtothesubstanceof  thework;  and  thotight  to  save  him  from  the  just 

as  the  sculptor  has  been  said  to  form  punishment  which  would  have  awaited 

his  statue  bv  merely  disencumbering  it  nim  had  he  been  of  sound  mind.    We 

of  the  marble  which  surrounds  it  in  the  understand,  from  good  authority,  that, 

block,  so  the  friendly  Aristarchus  will  had  it  been  necessary,  the  firat  appear- 

bring  thoughts  into  the  light  of  day  ance  of  disordered  intellect  might  nave 

from  under  the  mass  of  verbiage  by  been  traced  as  far  back  as  nine  years. 
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when  he  slowly  recovered  from  fever  labours  under  such  form  of  madness  a*- 
of  a  low  typhoia  character  at  Glasgow ;  this,  it  must  be  proved  that  the  crime 
that  the  disease,  at  first  but  slight  and  is  the  offipring  of  the  delusion.  This 
with  intermissions,  might  have  been  was  the  ground  which  Lord  Erskine 
shown  to  have  advanced  by  slow  took  in  his  celebrated  defence  of 
degrees  till  it  became  remittent,  u  c.  Hatfield ;  it  was  the  ground  which  Mr* 
that  the  delusion  did  not  haunt  him  at  Cockbum  took  in  tne  present  case. 
all  times  with  the  same  intensity,  but  We  were  sorry  to  find  that  the  Solicitor- 
that  latterly  it  became  continued,  when  General  referred  to  the  cases  of  Bowler 
imagination  having  subdued  attention^  and  Bellingham  in  the  late  trial,  be- 
and  volition  ruled  supreme  in  his  mind,  cause  it  made  this  impression  on  the 
Nor  could  a  physical  cause  alone  have  minds  of  many,  that  if  they  were  exe- 
been  assienea  to  the  malady :  his  mind,  cuted,  M'Naughten  ought  also  to  be 
oppressed  by  incessant  labour  by  dav,  executed.  But  the  "barbarity*'  (tense 
was  not  relaxed  by  night;  new  toils  the  expression  of  a  learned  judge)  which 
awaited  him  when  he  retired  to  his  condemned  the  former,  who  was  afflicted 
solitary  room ;  book  after  book  was  with  the  worst  species  of  madness,  vis. 
brooded  over,  till  reason  tottered.  When  that  complicated  with  epilepsy,  and 
we  consider  the  length  of  time  which  the  indecent  zeal  which  hurried  Bel- 
has  elapsed  since  the  first  symptoms  lingham  to  the  scafifold,  cannot  be  too 
of  mental  disease  showed  themselves,  much  reprobated.  Was,  then,  the  crime 
what  are  we  to  think  of  those  who  of  M'Naughten  the  result  of  delusion? 
allowed  such  a  man  to  be  at  large  ?  Was  he  so  insane  that  he  did  not  know 
Ten  months  have.passed  since  he  wrote  right  from  wrong  when  he  fired  the 
to  Mr.  Johnstone ;  ei^t  months  since  pistol  at  Mr.  Drummond?  M*Nanghten 
his  interviews  with  Sir  J.  Campbell^  imagined  that  his  persecutors  were 
Sheriff  Bell,  and  Mr.  Turner;  eighteen  destroving  him  by  slow  poison;  thai 
moiiths  since  he  applied  to  Wilson,  the  they  Iiad  caused  him  to  be  affected 
Commissioner  of  Police,  to  protect  him  with  phthisis,  of  which  complaint  he 
from  his  enemies,  to  avoid  whom  he  fimcied  he  should  die  before  night.  Eve 
had  passed  a  whole  night  in  the  fields,  for  eye,  tooth  for  tooth,  murder  ror 
As  regards  the  degree  of  insanity  murder,  was  his  argument.  **  I  did  no 
which,  in  the  eve  of  the  law,  renders  a  wrong ;  I  would  have  shot  Sheriff'Bell, 
man  irresponsible,  we  have  to  con-  the  cause  of  all  my  misery,  as  he  sat  in 
sider  that  not  every  one  labouring  his  chair.  I  went  several  times  to  the 
under  partial  madness  is  exempt  from  Court  House  for  the  express  purpose, 
punishment;  it  must  be  shown  that  the  but,  coward!  he  absented  himself.  I 
criminal  is  so  far  insane  that  be  cannot  am  not  mad ;  I  would  do  the  same 
distingujshbetween  good  and  evil,  ri^ht  to-morrow,  were  I  released  from  con- 
and  wrong.  The  essence  of  crime  finement."  Such  was  his  emphatic 
consists  in  the  intention  of  the  man  language. 

who  commits  it.    Idiots  and  fatuous  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  who  the  real 

persons,  therefore,  having  property  no  object  of  the  attack  was,  and  this  threw 

will,  are  not  responsible  for  their  acts ;  some  little  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 

but  it  does  not  therefore  follow  that  defence;  but  when  it  was  considered 

those  labouring  under  partial  madness  that  no  doubt  whatever  existed  as  to 

have  lost  all  self-control  —  are  utterly  the  state  of  the  unsoundness  of  his 

unconscious  of  the  existence  of  thobe  mind,  both  prior  to  and  during  his 

sacred  barriers  which  stand  conspicuous  incarceration,  it  led  to  the  conclusion 

along  the  frontiers  which  divide  moral  that  he  was  also  insane  when  he  com- 

Booa  and  evil.    A  lunatic  may  enjoy  mitted  the  act;  and  that  he  was  so 

lucid  intervals--  this  is  one  example  of  insane  as  not  to  be  amenable  to  the 

partial  madness,  and  he  is  properly  law  was  made  evident  from  the  further 

held  responsible  for  every  act  com-  proof  that  he  had  no  accomplices  of 

mitted  during  such  interval.    Another  his  guilt;  Uiat  he  was  no  naif-mad 

example  is  that  of  the  monomaniac,  man,uigedonbywickedper8ons for  their 

who  IS  capable  of  reasoning  correctly  own  b^  purposes ;  that  he  made  no 

upon  every  subject  unconnected  with  attempt  to  escape  after  committing  the 

bis  delusion.    This  is  the  species  of  crime,  the  struggle  with  the  policeman 

insanity  in  the  case   before   us.    To  being,  not  to  get  away,  but  to  fire  the 

exempt  a  man  from  punishment  who  other  pistol,  tlmt  he  might  make  sure 
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of  his  victim,  impelled  by  the  insane  mok,  and  stronger  than  nataral.    Pun  of  m 

notion  that  one  ofnis  persecutors  mast  catting  character,  excited  by  deep  inspira- 

fall  a  sacrifice  in  order  to  free  him  from  tion  or  coughing,  and  referred  to  the  left 

persecution.    The  first  words  he  spoke  ""^^  *>f  ^^  chest,  near  the  mammola.    The 

after  firing  shewed  that  the  delusion  ^wig^  "^  pain  of  side  comaienoed  three 

was  uppermost  in  his  mind.   "He  shall  "onths  ago.    Poise  r^id,  smiOl,  regular, 

destroy  my  peace  of  mind  no  longer."  ^  "^ST^J^"^"^  tJ^  ?£ 

Thifi     mnnM    with     hia    (^pclanitinn  "^  moist ;  Dowels  moTcd  yesterday.    Hie 

inis,    cwiplea   witn    ms    aeci^uon  0^,^  contains  albumen.  Dnnmr  the  promst 

before  the  magistrates  at  Bow  Street,  ^  the^i«it {JTr^^ 

hj8 former statemente  to  the  authorities  the lesiat.  wiU  be SBdkTthe seqnel. 

at  Glasgow,  and  his  repetition  of  the  ,  , 

same  ideas,  nearly  in  the  same  words,  I  prescribed  a  mixture  containing  Tincture 

during  his  examination  by  eight  medi-  of  Squills  and  Hemlock,  Nitric  ^Ether, 

cal  men  in  Newgate,  could  leave  no  and    Infasion   of    Calumba,   and    a 

doubt  in  the  breast  of  any  reasonable  TIu^l^l  *     JP5"L^T'^TJ'^^ 

man  tb^  he  was  of  unsound  mind,  and  ±?!'J2^  **1  bi^S^i^^^^ 

did  not  know  right  from  wro^      the  ^IJ^^L  J'^^ZI^  "^  '^^'^*" 

time  he  murdered  his  unfortunate  and 

lamented  victim.  Nov.  9th. — ^Appears  to  be  improving. 

^ p,  Potassu  lodidi,  ^ss;    PotassB  Bicar- 

CASE  OP  BRIGHT'S  DISEASE,  ^^^^'  ^l  ''}^'   ^'T'^A  ^'J^J* 

Solve  Capiat.  Q).  ter  cjuotidie.  Om.  alia. 


WITH  POLYPOUS  CONCRBTIONS  fN  TBI 


12th.— As  before. 


RIGHT    AURICLB,    AND    EXTKNSIVB    AD- 

BK8I0N8  OP  THE  PLEURA  ON  TUB   LEFT  p>       Old     CrOtOmS      TiglU,      t^,  ;     Old 

SIDE  OF  THE  CHEST.  Oltvse,    f^uj.    M.    Pt.    Ldnlmentum, 

Bt  John  Pbrot,  ^'^  sinUtro  applicand. 

Fhysidan  to  the  Qoeen'k  Hospital,  Birmingham.  16th. — Pnffiness    of    eyelids   and    fiKse, 

{Fbr  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  ^Jjcially  early  in  the  morning.  ^Pol*  140, 

^                       ^  of  the  same  character  as  previously.    Head- 

*""""  ache. 

Benedictus  Braoo.  admitted  Oct.  27th,  p,  Sp.  .Etheris  Nitr.  Sp.  Juniperi.  Co. 

1842,  into  the  Queen's  Hospital,  «t.  17,  ^  j^. .  Tinct.  SciU«,  f3j. ;  Potass. 

and  ui  appearance  not  older  than  12.     His  Acet.  [f^j. ;  Infus.  Scoparii.  ftvijss. ; 

health  has  always  been  delicate,  and  he  has  m.  Ft.  Mistura,  et  caSat.  f?j. ;  4tU 

had  several  severe  illnesses,  of  which  the  horis.     Om.  alia. 

prindpal  were  small-poz  at  3  or  4  years  of 

age.  typhus  fever  at  7  or  9,  and  lastly,  pur-  19th.— Pulse  150,  smaU  and  weak  ;  00m 


pura,  which  lasted  for  a  considerable  time,  ?>■>>»  of  depression  and  debUity  ;  tongve 

and  since  which  he  has  never  been  weU.  nd*  •^  scaroely  moist ;  sorsness  and  ten- 

His  aspect  is  truly  cachectic,  and  his  oonn-  <l«nies8  of  left  side  of  chest  posteriorly. 

tenanoe    dejected    and    leoco-phlegmatie.  Parti  Dol.  appUc.  Vesicatorium. 
His  body  and  lower  eEtremities  are  now 

aflected  with  psoriasis  guttata.     Of  late,  he  22d.— Pulse  smaU,  feeble,  150  ;   tongue 

has  had  a  scanty  allowance  of  Ibqd.    He  1^^'  •^'^^  presents  several  elevated  ghm- 

Gomptadns  chieflyof  pain  hi  the  prKoordial  dular  spots,  redder  at  the  tip  than  elsewhere; 

legion,  of  occasional  cough  without  expeeUK  *^^V  <iisturbed;   shooting  pain  across  the 

ration,  of  dyspnoea,  and  palpitation  exdted  ^^  i  puffiness  of  eyelids ;  headache ;  i^pe- 

by  exertion,  of  thirst,  headache,  increasing  ^^  capricious.    For  several  nights  latterly 

debiUty,  and  great  dejection  of  spiriU.    His  1»  baa  been  accustomed  to  rise  from  five  or 

appetite  stiU  oontinnes  pretty  good.     His  ■«  *»>«•  ^<^^  **»•  purpose  of  micturition ;  he 

hce  and  eyelids  and  legs  were  oedematoua.  V^  «  condderable  quantity  of  dark-browR 

The  left  side  of  the  chest  U  much  less  fai-  ^^  ^rbid  urine.    Legs  not  oedematons ; 

flated  on  inspiration  than  the  right,  and,  complains  much  of  feeling  low  and  faint,  and 

measured  in  the  usual  way,  IS  an  inch  and  a  "  as  though  he  had  no  Ufe  m  him  ;"  dnlneas 

half  less  than  the  right.    There  Is  also  on  «»<>  ebssnoe  of  respiratory  murmur  on  the 

this  side,  anteriorly  and  posterioriy,  general  ^^  f <>«   exfeendhlgher    posteriorly  than 

dulness  on  percusnon,  and  very  feeble  respl-  enteriorly ;  no  resonance, 

ratory  murmur,  which,  in  the  lower  parts,  I  J^  PotassK  Acet.  jiss. ;  PotassB  Nitrat; 

cannot    detect.       Abaence   of   resonance.  9^. ;  Potaasm  Carbon.  3}. ;  Sp.  Alth. 

The  heart's  action  is  extremely  rapid ;  both  Nitr.  f3iij. ;  TInot.  Conii,  fjj. ;    Inf. 


nds  are  heard,  and  are  not  attended  with  Calumba,  Qvijss. ;   M.   FL   Biist.  et 

bnnt.    Impulse  a  little  Internal  to  left  mam«  Capiat.  Q.  quater  indies. 
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P.r.n.  Habeat.  ex.  aqii&  Tinct.  Yaler*  the  whole  of  the  left  extranity  was  ia  • 

AoDon.  gtta.  m.LateriSinistroApplic.  gangrenous    state,    the    surface  presenting 

Tinct.  lodinii.  om  alia.  ipnerallj  a  deep  red^  and  m  many  parts  a 

Dec  10th.— ^Rises  four  or  fire  times  in  3ark  brownish  red  appearance,    especiaUy 

the  night  ft»  the  purpose  of  micturition  ;  towards  the  grom. 

aince  yestcHay  Aonung  has  passed  6|  lbs.  '^^^^^^  °^  *^  following  day,  at  1  p.m. 

frf  urine  (avoirdupois)  sp.  gr.  1009** ;  natu*  F«sent  Mr.   Fuirord,  house-surgeon,  and 

ral  in  point  of  colour,  and  clearer  than  "ysctf-    Testes  rery  imperfectly  deseloped, 

befora ;  pallor  of  countenance,  and  puffinew  ■»*  the  pubes  without  a  trace  of  hair. 

of  cheeks  and  eyelids ;  tmnitro  and  pafai  over  ^'««  not  examhied. 

the  ey»  j  dnhiess  of  left  side  of  ehest  muck  CAetf.— Right  lung  everywhere  free  Trora 

diminished,  except  at  lower  part.     In  other,  •dhesions,  and  perfectly  healthy.     Pleura  of 

respects  he  is  as  before.  left  lung  everywhere  firmly  fldhemit.    The 

Cont.  Medio.  UA)ta  were  united  by  recent  and  oellsdar  ad- 

«>i  ^      ii«^    L  Ai.    '            \.'u   •      i&  KesioBS,  and  in  the  situation  ^f  them  ad* 

21.t^Mudh  the  «ae ;  sbU  me.  flTeor  ^„a^,^^  ^  „^^t  lynph  wen  Aknd. 

iis  bmn  m  the  ni^t  to  pase  aniie  I  head-  ^  u„kS^beUreen  the  pWo-p^bMiudw 

few  day.  the  foUowmg  medieiM  had  been  ,^^j.^^  ^  ^^  membrane  beii«  ver, 

prescnDed.                            ^,,      &     c  i  v  firm  and  tenacious.     The  left  lung,  although 

p.  Disulph.  Qulna,  gr.  viij  ;  Ac  Sulph.  ^^^racted,  was  yet  crepitant  in  every  pS. 

Ft    mist.  Capiat JSj.  ter  die.;  Pulv.  ^^^     ^«ir#.-Natural  in  poitit  of  sixe. 

Jalapa  co.  gr.  x.  alter,  noct.  Cont.  med.  ^^  displacement.    No  effusferm  the  peri- 

28th.— He  vomits  frequently  both  before  cardinm,   which  was  free  from  adhesions, 

and  after  taking  food ;  headache ;  heavy  and  i^ft  ventricle  slightly  hypertrophied.     All 

doughy  expression  of  countenance ;  pulse  as  the  valves  healthy.     Slight  contraction  at 

before ;  complains  of  sharp  pain  about  the  the  origin  of  the  aOrta,  from  the  arch  of 

middle  and  anterior  part  of  the  left  side  of  ^hich  a  smaU  accessory  artery  was  given  off 

chest,  slightly  increased  on  deep  inspiration,  between  the  subclavian  and  common  oarotiiL 

P>    Infus.  Cospari,  f^ir. ;  Sp.  Ammon.  In  the  right  auricle  fibrinous  coneretioos 

Arom.  i^ss. ;  Mist.  Camph.  f^iv.  M. ;  were  found.     One,  of  the  siaeof  ahazel-nttt. 

Ft.  mist.  Capiat,  f^.  ter  quaterve  indies,  was  firm,   dense,  white,  and  rounded ;  it 

Om.  alia.  was  solid  throughout,  and  presented  no  tnce 

Jan.  7th. — Much  as  before ;  puffiness  of  of  concentric  structure  or  of  organizatioa ; 
face  and  eyelids,  and  oedema  of  legs ;  pale  it  was  attached  by  a  pedide  terooinating  in 
leaden  dinginess,  and  remarkably  heavy  ex-  filaments,  which  interlaced  with  the  muscular 
pressiou  of  countenance ;  not  so  much  com-  fibres  of  the  auricle.  It  was  situated  just 
plaint  of  headache ;  does  not  rise  now  more  external  to  the  orifice  of  the  superior  cava. 
than  two  or  three  times  in  course  of  the  There  was  also  another  similar  yet  smsUer 
night  to  pass  urine,  whioh  Is  darker  eolound;  concretion.  Filaments,  and  small  pedicel- 
appetite  very  bad  ;  dyspnoea  excited  by  lated  collections  of  dense  fibrin^  were  inter- 
motion.  laced  with  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  ap- 

From  this  time  he  continued  to  become  pendix  of  the  auricle.    The  right  ventricle 

gradoally  worse.  He  could  not  be  induced  to  oontained  a  layer  of  dense  fibrin  finnly  ad- 

Iieinbpd,andatnigbthe8atup,c6veredwith  hering  by  filaments  to  the  muscular  sdtH 

a  blanket,  his  body  inclining  forwards.  Pysp-  stance,,  and  to  the  chords  tendinea  of  the 

noea  xvas  Gctreme  in  the  recumbent  posture,  tricuspid  valve.  In  both  cavities  of  the  right 

He  could  scarcely  retain  anything  on  his  side  of  the  heart  were  loose   oosgola  of 

stomach.     He  complained  on  being  moved,  blood. 

or  even  touched,  and  appeared  to  Buffet'  AMomeh, — Stomach  and  intestines  weie 

great  agony.      His  legs    were  tense   and  empty  and   contracted,    and  had    a    pale 

oedematous.     Epistaxis  frequently  occrorred.  leaden  hue.      The  kidneys  presented  the 

He  always  referred  his  disease  to  tlie  hear^  mottled  appearance  of  confirmed  granular 

and  whrai  asked,  uniformly  complained  of  defeneration.       The    other    visceiu    were 

pain  in  the  precordial  region,    lliere  was  hodthy.  Thebladder  was  distended  with  urine* 

an  evident  peevtshnese  of  manner.    JE^her  .     Urine,-^!  examined  the  urine  passed  in 

and  morphia  dcmughts  were  administsrd,  and  the  night,  at  repeated  intervals, 

towar^  tlie  last  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  Nov.  18th.— Brown ;  frothy  by  agitation  j 

chest,  with  tlie  view  rather  to  satisfy  the  turbid  ;  filters  dear ;  add ;  sp.  gr.  1021° ; 

patient,  than  expectation  of  benefit.    At  his  oosguUtes  by  boiling  $    coagulated  matter 

urgent  request  he  was  removed  from  the  hos-  not  dissolved  by  nitric  add,    I  introduced 

pital  to  his  own  home.     He  died  on  the  the  poles  of  one  of  Danidl'a  batteries  into 

moining   of  the  25th  of  January.    Fluid  someof  the  urine  whiob  had  been  boiled  and 

had  escaped  before  death  from  his  leg,  and  filtered,  but  in  this  case  no  further  cosgoleo 
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tion  w«s  occasiaDed  by  the  electric  current.  Bnd  heal  them."     Knowing  aitf  I  do  the 

The  arine  passed  the  day  before  had  the  sp*  deplorable  condition  of  Syria  and  Palestine 

gr.  1020^,  and,  after  boiling,  filtered  milky.  — having  myself  witneaaed  the  eagemesa  with 

Dec.  29th. — Very  pale  and  nearly  quite  which  professional  aid    is    sought    by   all 

transparenti  sp.  gr.  1010^.    Neutral.  Tur*  classes,    when    once    their    confidence    is 

bid  by  heat,  with  separation   of   flocculi.  establishedi   and    the    unfeigned    gratitude 

500  grains  evaporated   over    steam    bath  which  the  inhabitants  evince  for  the  most 

left  9*3.  trifiing  aUeviation  of  their  sufierings^ — it  is 

particularly  gratifying  to  me  to  think  that 

CLINICAL  REPORT  ^^  ^^^  countrymen  should  be  the  first  to 

Q,  ^gg  associate  in  so  good  a  caase,  and  that  the 

BRITISH  DISPENSARY  IN  SYRIA.  glTESi  «ta^*tt?btttli  cSlS! 

Permit  me,  then,  to  lay  before  you  the  first 

To  the  Editor  rfthe  Medical  Gazette.  „port  of  our  first  medical  agent  in  Syria ; 

Sir,  and  when  I  tell  you  that  Dr.  Kerns  has,  by 

Ir  I  may  judge  from  the  intereeit  now  taken  the  blessing  of  Providence,  himself  relieved, 

by  the  public  in  everything  whieh  relates  to  in  the  course  of  three  short  months,  undet 

the  progress  ofcivilization,  and  the  important  every  disadvantage,   1297  of  his  suffering 

changes  continually  going  on  in  the  East,  fellow-creatures,  who  were   previously,  in 

the  following  communication  will  be  received  common  with  many  thousands,  without  any 

by  your  readers  with  very  peculiar  satisfac-  resource  to  which  tiiey  could  apply,  let  the 

tion.     It  is  the  first  of  the  kind  which  has  urgency  be  what  it  might,  and  that  he  has 

ever  been  transmitted  from  the  Levant,  and  voluntarily  contributed  to  their  necessities 

is  an  earnest,  I  hope,  of  "  better  things  to  in  various  other  ways;  I  am  certain  you  will 

come."  take  pleasure  in  making  known  what  has 

We  have  the  testimony  of  the  most  ex-  been  done,  and  what  is  still  doing,  fo^  poor 

perienced  travellers,  that  for  many  genera-  afflicted  Syria.     I  ought  not,  in  conscience; 

tions,  Syria  and  Flslestine;  like  most  other  to  extend  these  remarks,  otherwise  I  might 

parts  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  have  been  say  much ;  bat  it  does  appear,  frotn  facts 

left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  charm-venders,  which  have  come  under  otir  notice,  that  the 

miracle-mongers,  adventurers,  fakirs,  and  philanthropic    exertions    now    making    at 

sorcerers,  always  ready  to  impose  upon  the  Jerusalem  and  Beyrout  are   preeminently 

credulity  of  the  simple ;  and,  even  in  modem  calculated  to  raise  the  British  name  in  the 

times,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that,  ui^til  estimationofthe  Syrian  people.     Experience 

lately,  there  has  not  been  a  single  resident  teaches  us  that  to  healthesick,  to  assuage  pain, 

practitioner  to  be  found    (possessing    the  and  to  bind  up  the  broken  heart,  under  the 

slightest  claim  to  respectability)  from  Gaza  benigniCnt  influence  of  pity,  is  the  surest 

to  Antiocb,  firom  Hebron  to  the  Kaoman,  or  road  to  the  affections  of  men  ;  and  there  are 

from    Beyrout  to  Damascus,  Itours,  and  few,  I  apprehend,  so  ruthless  as  to  resist 

Itamah.    But  there  is  now  an  English  phy-  such  an  appeal  to  the  better  filings  of  their 

sician  at  Jerusalem  (Dr.   M'Gowan,  who  nature.     Having  once  tasted  the  t#eets  o 

resides  with  tiie  Protestant  Bishop)  ;  and  in  sympathy— pore  and  disinterested  friendship 

the  summer  of  1842,  Dr.  Kerns,  the  first  Such  as  this — these  faitiierto  deluded  beings 

agent  of  the  "  Syrian  Medical  Aid  Asso-  become  devoted  to  their  benefactors,  and 

elation,"  also  quitted  the  shores  of  England  multitudes  cry  aloud  for  aid,  which,  alas  ! 

for  the  "land  of  the  patriarchs.''     This  it  is  not  iih  our  power  to  give.    They  under  •> 

gentleman  entered  upon  his  philanthropic  take  long  journeys  to  implore  relief,  and 

mission  with  humble  confidence  of  success,  many  fiiint  and  perish  upon  the  road.     Iii 

though  with  some  misgivings  concerning  the  Damascus  alone  there  is  a  population  of 

distracted  state  of   the  countrv,  and   the  120,000  utterly  destitute  of  medical  advice, 

deeply- rooted    prejudices    of    the   people,  We  do  hope  to  be  able,  ere  long,  to  establish 

which,  it  was  to  be  feared,  might,  at  the  an  agent  among  them,  and  as  soon  as  oar 

outset,  materially  interrupt  his  labours.     I  funds  wiQ  permit  it  is  our  intention  to  build 

am  happy  to  say  that  he  has   succeeded  an  Hospital  at  Beyrout.     We  feel  that  with- 

beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  oat  such  an  asylum  our  best  exertions  will 

this  interesting  and  densely-populated  terri-  only  ensure  a  limited  degree  of  success,  for 

tory  is  now  beginning   to   appreciate  the  many  patients  are  brought  from  the  remote 

cfTorts  which  are  making  for  its  relief.     No  and  lofty  regions  of  Lebanon,   and  their 

sooner  wa$  it  announced  that  an  English  symptoms  being  aggravated  by  fatigue,  they 

physician  had  been  sent  to  establish  a  Dis-  linger  about  the  court-yards,  among   the 

pensary  at  Beyrout,  than  numbers  of  the  ruins,  and  in  tents,  in  order  to  be  near  the 

inhabitants  flocked  down  to  the  coast,  bring-  '*  Hh'akkinn,''  whose  efforts  in  their  behalf, 

ing  with  them  the  sick,  the  halt,  and  the  however,  are  often  counteracted  by  numerous 

blnid,  that  he  might  '*  lay  his  hands  on  them,  circumstances  which  are  obviously  beyond 
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hi«  control,  more  particularly  m  cases  of 
fever  and  dueases  of  the  ejes.  It  is  con- 
aidered  charitable  in  theie  countries  to  crowd 
round  the  sick,  to  cheer  and  amuse  them ; 
and  where  patients  are  huddled  up  together 
among  heaps  of  tilth  and  rubbish,  there  can 
be  litde  attention  paid  to  cleanliness,  venti- 
lation, or  temperature — ^they  can  neither  be 
defended  from  the  sun  by  clay,  nor  the  dew 
by  night.  Moreover,  a  great  many,  fintog 
themselves  reHsvMl,  and  anxious  to  get  back 
to  tiieir  fiunilies,  retire  to  their  distant 
homes  too  soon,  and  doubtless  relapse  in 
consequence.  Tlius  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
arrive  at  acemrate  results,  eidier  in  regard  to 
deaths  or  cures.  Any  record  upon  tbs  sob* 
ject  must,  St  praMBt,  be  lU>le  to  olgaetioBS, 
but  we  hail  the  document  which  we  have 
received  as  a  harbinger  of  much  good,  and 
every  credit  is  due  to  Dr.  Kerns  for  having 
accomplished  ao  much  in  so  short  a  time. 
Another  important  feature  in  the  plan  of  the 
Association  is  tQ  establish  a  medical  school, 
that  the  natives  may  themselves  be  instructed 
in  the  "healing  art."  lliey  dbplay  con- 
siderable abilities,  which  only  want  to  be 
weU  directed.  It  may  be  proper  to  state 
that  Dr.  Kerns  (who  was  selected  out  of  40 
eligible  candidates)  is  38  years  of  age, 
married,  and  a  gentieman  of  tried  character 
and  experience.— I  remain,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
William  Holt  Yates,  M.D. 
0S,  Wobnm  Place,  Bussdi  Sqoare, 
Feb.  14th,  IMS. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above,  inteUigenoe 
has  been  received  that  Sir  Moses  Montefiore 
is  about  to  establish  a  Dispensary  at  Jeru- 
salem for  three  years,  at  his  own  cost,  by 
which  time  it  is  expected  there  will  be  a 
complete  hospital  in  soooessiiil  operation. 
The  Dispensary  is  to  be  managed  by  Dr.  S. 
Frankel,  a  Prussian,  and  his  services,  like 
those  of  Dr.  Kerns,  are  to  be  at  the  disposal 
of  persons  of  every  country  and  denomina- 
tions ;  the  doors  vnll  be  open,  without  dis« 
tinction,  to  all  that  suffer  and  apply  for  aid, 
whether  Jew,  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic, 
Greek,  Maronite,  Mussulman,  or  Druse. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr,  Kenu  to  the 
Committee  of  the  "  Syrian  Medical  Aid 
Association f**  London, 
"  Gentlemen, — I  send  you  herewith  a 
report  of  the  three  months  just  ended.  I 
could  not,  from  several  causes,  commence 
my  registry  sooner.  Since  my  last  com- 
munication,  this  unhappy  land  has  gained 
nothing  in  tranquillity,  and  what  the  ultimate 
result  may  be  it  is  still  impossible  to  con- 
jecture. However,  my  Dispensary  goes  on 
smootbly  and  satisfactorily.  Of  course,  in 
my  professional  vocstion,  I  know  no  distinc 
«on  of  persons.  At  first,  very  few  Turks  or 
Mohammedans  came  to  me — such  was  their 
bigotted  hatred  of  the  Christian  name.     But 


I  must  not  omit  to  mentioii  that  wow,  in 
applying  for  medical  relief,  religious  pnju- 
dices  do  not  sppear  to  have  much,  if  any, 
influence.  My  patients  consist  not  only  of 
every  Christian  sect  in  the  country,  but  also 
of  Mohammedans,  Jews,  and  the  Druses  of 
Lebanon ;  and  as  a  pleasing  evidence  that 
the  people  appreciate  the  advantages  whidi 
British  boDevolenoe  has  placed  within  their 
reach,  I  may  notice  the  ihct  that,  even  under 
the  seclusion  which  custom  has  imposed  upon 
the  females  of  these  countries,  and  the  re- 
luctance with  which  they  approach  strangersr 
among  the  applicants  at  die  Dispensary  we 
have  bad  a  larger  proportion  of  females  than 
males  1 

«« (SlgMd)     «'  Thomas  Kbems,  M.D.*' 

Beyrottt,  Dec.  8, 1849. 

Report  qf  the  number  qf  Patients  relieved 
at  the  Dispensary  qfthe  "  Syrian  Medi^ 
cat  Aid  Association,"  recently  established 
by  the  British  at  Beyrout. 


Ophthalmia      .     . 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

IVrtal 

67 

130 

56 

353 

ParulentjOphthalmia 

oflnfents  •    .     . 

9 

Entropium  .     .     . 

S 

4 

5 

14 

Ectropinm   .     .     • 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Pterygium    .     .     . 

10 

Amaurosis    .     .     . 

4 

Cataract .... 

1 

6 

5 

12 

Intermittent  Fever. 

58 

30 

22 

110 

Continued  Fever    . 

14 

13 

32 

59 

Puerperal  Fever.     . 

3 

Rheumatism.     .     . 

27 

28 

46 

91 

Bronchitis  &  Pneu- 
monia    .... 

IS 

13 

36 

67 

Pulmonary      Con- 

4 

sumption    .     .     . 

Inflammation  of  the 

« 

4% 

tf% 

m 

Throat  .... 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Dyspepsia    .     .     . 

49 

78 

95 

222 

Disease  of  the  Liver. 

8 

3 

6 

17 

Dropsy    .... 

6 

4 

4 

14 

Dysentery    ,     .     . 

3 

4 

7 

14 

Diarrhoea     .     .     . 

4 

2 

2 

8 

Urinary  Disesses   . 

8 

9 

5 

22 

Eruptions    .     .     . 

7 

14 

18 

39 

Worms    .... 

14 

11 

12 

37 

Paralysis.     .     .     . 

4 

Spinal  Disease  •    • 

2 

Deafness.    .     .     . 

3 

2 

3 

8 

Ulcers     .... 

16 

25 

47 

88 

Abscess  .... 

2 

6 

8 

16 

Fungous  Tumors    . 

3 

Hernia    .... 

1 

1 

4 

6 

Club  Foot    .     .    . 

3 

Cancer    .... 

6 

Patients  not  in- 

At% 

cluded  in  the  above. 

« 

42 

Total,  1297,  i.  e. 

cMales 623 

?Females...674 
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The  mean  Temperaiur9  of  Beyrout. 


^ 

t 

%^ 

Difference. 

..  1 

• 

s 

^ 

1 

n 

is 

65 

72 

66 

86 

7 

6 

71 

77 

72 

89 

6 

5 

73 

78 

Z5 

87 

5 

3 

79 

86 

82 

94 

7 

4 

83 

89 

84 

97 

6 

5 

80 

87 

83 

95 

7 

4 

79 

84 

81 

91 

5 

3 

65 

71 

64 

77 

6 

1 

7 

1 

April  . 
May  . 
June  . 
July  . 
August 
Sept.  • 
Oct.  . 
Not.   . 


The  mean  temperature  qfHamdoon,  one  qf 
the  higher  tillagee  of  Mount  Lebanon. 


July  . 
August 
ocpt.  • 
Oct*    • 


72 
65 
69 
62 


75 
71 
73 
70 


73 
70 
72 
69 


78 
84 
83 
82 


3 

2 

6 

1 

4 

1 

8 

1 

The  Kcord  of  April,  May,  and  June,  being 
previous  to  my  arriyal  here,  was  furnished  by 
a  resident  gentleman.     That  of  Hamdoon 
was  furnished  by  fn  American  Missionary. 
(Signed)  Tbomas  Kbrns,  M,D. 


Bewutrke  upom  the  above  Report. 
Ophthalnua.'-VfiAeT  this  head  are  in- 
eluded  every  stage  of  the  disease-inflamma- 
tioo  of  the  conjnnctiTa,  ulceration  of  the 
cornea,  protrusion  of  the  iris,  specks,  and 
staphyloma.    Inflammation  of  the  eye  here, 
if  improperly  treated  or  neglected,  some- 
times  runs  its  destructiTe  course  with  great 
rapidity.     I  have  seen  protrusion  of  the  iris 
in  about  five  days  from  the  attack;    and 
partial  opacity  of  the  cornea  is  remarkably 
common.    Active  depletion,  with  mercurial 
purgatives,  and  the  application  of  a  solution 
of  the  nitrate  of  sflver,  I  find  the  only  effec- 
tual remedies.    It  is  difficult  to  assign  the 
chief  cause  of  ophthalmia  in  this  country;  it 
attacks  all  classes  and  all  ages.    It  has  been 
ascribed  to  sleeping  out  in  the  open  air, 
which  the  poorer  classes  are  very  fond  of 
during  the  summer  nighU ;  but  many  casef 
have  also  come  under  my  notice  among  those 
who  never  do  so.    Agun,  want  of  cleanH- 
ness  has  been  thought  a  firuitAil  source  of 
the  disease ;  but  numerous  instances  occur  lo 
inttfviduals  who  are  extremely  dean  and 
neat  in  their  persons:  neither  can  poverty 
nor  privation  be  with  propriety  assigned  as 
the  cause :   it  is  incorrect  to  draw  such  a 
conclusion,  because  a  greater  amount  of  dis- 
ease is  to  be  found  among  the  poor :  that 
class  being  the  most  numerous  in  every 


country  will  always  render  this  a  natural 
result.  If  I  were  to  name  any  one  cause  as 
being  more  deeply  chargeable  with  this  dis- 
ease than  another,  I  would  say  that  it  ia 
the  direct  glare  of  the  sun  to  which  the  eyea 
are  subjected  by  the  ordinary  dress  of  this 
in  common  with  other  oriental  countries,  as 
it  affords  no  shade  to  the  eyes — such  as  the 
turban,  tabousch,  or  Persian  cap.  The  veil 
worn  by  the  females,  though  covering  the 
eyes,  is  scarcely  less  distressing,  being  closely 
applied  to  the  Ace,  and  cannot  render  that 
soft  shade  to  the  eyes  vriudi  European  hats 
and  bonnets  afford*. 

P/eWpum.-r-This  disease  of  the  eye  is  vwy 
common. 

Cataract. — I  have  operated  on  «ght  per- 
sons with  various  degrees  of  success :  but 
such  operations  are  performed  under  great 
disadvantages  without  an  hospital. 

Intermitteni  /wer.— It  is  difficult  to 
assign  an  evident  cause  for  the  prevalence  of 
this  complaint.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Beyrout,  at  least,  where  the  land  is  parched 
with  drought  one  half  of  the  year,  and  where, 
at  no  periody  marshes  or  stagnant  pools  are 
to  be  found  to  any  extent,  marsh  miasma 
would  seem  to  be  out  of  the  question ;  how- 
ever, if  we  omit  the  association  of  mar»hf 
which  is  but  a  casual  drcumstanoe,  the 
theory  of  decomposed  vegetable  and  animal 
matter  will  remain  as  probable  as  any  other, 
and  as  applicable.  These  effluvia  are  often 
more  offensive  from  the  absence  of  water .f 
Intermittent  fever  is  here  found  among  all 
dasses  and  ages:  and  frequently  recurs 
several  times  when  the  patient  is  apparently 
quite  well :  and  it  bangs  about  him  for  eight 
or  ten  weeks  together. 

C<mtmued  fever  is  generally  of  the 
common  Inflammatory  form.  I  have  only 
met  with  two  or  three  cases  which  assumed 
a  typhoid  character. 


•  There  is  much  truth  in  these  observations; 
but  I  think  we  may  iustly  ascribe  this  "•courge 
of  OrienUl  climates'*  to  the  sultry  heat  of  tbe 
valleys,  exposure  to  the  mid-day  sun,  cbeckea 
perspiration,  caused  by  the  heavy  dew  of  the 
Scht,  and  other  circumstances  which,  producing 
irirejrular  detcmiinatioM  of  blood,  favour  conges- 
tion of  the  liver  and  spleen ;  and  this  seems  to 
be  borne  out  by  the  l!Kt,that  persons  of  a  bilions 
temperament,  who  have  swarthy  complexions, 
black  eyes,  and  black  hair,  and  generally  relaxed 
bowels,  suffter  less  firom  ophthalmia,  but  are  the 
fluent  subjects  of  dysentery  and  diarrhowl; 

whereas  those  oi  tin^net^v^ver^^hJ^S^ 
have  light  eyes  and  Ughtliair,  a  defietenaiof  bite, 
and  a  clearer  skin,  often  escape  the  latter,  but 
a«  very  prone  to  con.tipi^<m  «d^o^h«^^^ 

t  Having  been  myselfa  sufferer  from  this  com- 
plint  at  Beyrout,  and  witnessed  >ta  effects  in 
others,  1  took  some  pains  to  m^^figate  the  sub- 
ject.  With  your  permission,  therefore,  I  will  avail 
myself  of  in  early  opportunity  of  sendmg  you  a 
few  remarks  on  the  climate  of  Syna  as  connected 
with  the  points  referred  to  in  this  communica- 

^^"^  W.  Holt  Yatks,  W.D, 
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Rheumaiiim, — ^The  prevalence  of  rheuma-  complicated  with  inflammaticm  of  tlie  liTer. 

tism  manifestly  arises  from  sleeping  on  the  He  accordingly  prescribed  a  large  number  of 

ground  in  the  open  air.     I  seldom  find  it  leeches  to  the  epigastrium,  emollient  poul- 

h&  those  who  have  not  thus  exposed  them-  dees    mixed    with    belladonna,    emollient 

selves.  clysters,  and  saline  aperients.    This  treat- 

Pulmonary  cotuumption,    so  far  as   I  ment  was  continued  three  or  four    days 

have  been  able  to  judge,  is  a  rare  disease,  without  advantage ;  and  then,  in  order  to 

Bronchitis  is  the  most  frequent  pulmonary  combat  directly  the  nervous  element  of  the 

complaint  in  Syria.  disease,  he  prescribed  pills  of  lactuearinm 

Urinary   diseases.  —  These  are    chiefly  and  saffron ;  and  as  these,  too,  were  of  no 

chronic  affections  of  the  mucous  membrane,  benefit,  he  gave  pills  containing  one  grain  pf 

and  irritation  arising  from  the  habitual  use  opium  for  a  dose.    These  somewhat  dimi- 

of  stimulants.  nished  the  sense  of  anxiety,  and  caused  sleep ; 

Ulcers, — ^These  arise  from  trivial  causes,  but  the  vomiting  and  other  symptoms  opa- 

and  are  generally  most  obstinate  to  heal.  tinned.     Two  other  skilful  physicians  were 

Fungous  tumours. — One  of  these  occupied  now  called  into  consultation.    They  were  of 

the  entire  place  of  the  cornea,  hung  over  opinion,  that,  besides  the  chronic  gastritiB, 

the  dieek,  and  presented  a  bleeding  surface,  there  was  a  scirrhus  of  the  pylorus ;   and 

I  passed  a  hook  through  it,  and  removed  it,  they  advised  the  alternate  use  of  opium,  and 

together  with  a  portion  of  the  globe.   It  ap-  small  blisters  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and 

peared  to  have  originated  in  a  thickened  con-  so  on.     This  treatment  likewise  failed,  and 

junctiva.  the  patient  grew  visibly  thinner.  The  author 

Club-foot. — I  operated  in  two  cases  with  then  recollecting  Stoerkh'a  caae,  exhibited 

success,  which  gave  great  pleasure  to  the  pills  of  the  extract  of  hemlock,  with  a  littte 

country  people  who  saw  them.  chicken-broth  for  drink,  aenna  dystera*  and 

N.B.  Those  diseases  which  might  be  in-  a  larj^e  blister  to  the  epigastrium,  which  was 
fluenoed  by  season  I  have  marked  in  months  sprinkled  with  two  grains  of  the  acetate  of 
as  they  occurred,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  morphia  every  twelve  hours.  By  this  treat- 
year  some  useful  calculations  may  be  made  ment  this  dangerous  attack  went  off,  hot  the 
on  the  subject.  convalescence  was  long. 

Thomas  Kbrns,  M.D.  [On  this  the  German  translator  observes, 

■  that  the  blister  and  morphia  must  have  been 

PORTUGUESE  PRACTICE.-  ttie most  effective  parts  of  the  treatment; 

for  the  hemlock  was  given  m  such  small 

[Continued  from  page  608.]  doses— only  half  a  grain  duly,  at  first,  and 

and  afberwards  three  times  a  day — ^that  it 

Frequent  and  violent  totniting,  supposed  to  would  be  difficult  to  ascribe  the  remarkable 

depend  on  scirrhus  of  the  pylorus ^  cured  effect  produced  to  this  remedy ;  partionlarly 

by  extract  of  hemlock,  and  the  endemic  when   one    knows    what   enormous   doses 

application  of  acetate  qf  morphia.    By  Stoerkh  used  and  recommended  to  produce 

Dr.  Lima  Lbitao.  any  important  effect*.} 

A  WIDOW,  aged  50,  of  delicate  frame,  who  Case  qf  acute  pteuro -pneumonia,  cured  By 

had  never  menstruated  regularly,  and  who  large  doses  qf  kermes  mineral,  qfter  other 

had  suffered  much  from  dysuria  and  renal  remedies  had  been  given.    BySr.K.J.D. 

pains,  for  which  warm  baths  had  been  em-  Alren. 

ployed,  was  attacked,  in  September  1838,  k    •  e    *.        u*            joiuj     ^j 

with  several  fits  of  vomiting  daUy.     She  .   Aii  mfantry  soldier,  aged  31,  had  suffered 

threw  up  aU  that  she  ate,  ind.  at  last,  a  "".^'f?*  from  three  years    imprisonment 

frothy  whitish  water.     When  the  author  J«d/U.treatment  by  blows,  through  which 

saw  Ws  patient,  her  complexion  was  muddy,  ^  ^^"?«  f^^  7^'?  ~°5^  ^^  P"**  *" 

and  her  skin  dry;  she  was  dispirited,  very  ^^  ^J^^'  ^21  ^^f^  ^,^i  *»«*  "^  "y 

weak,  and  had  but  little  slee^;  the  pulsi  ^^^^^A  ♦^^^"It'^  ^ti^^^^P.*,^  •*'°  ^"i 

was  smaU,  but  not  frequent,  the  tongue  dry,  ^^d  of  October.  1838,  with  aU  the  s^  of 

and  her  thirst  comdderable.    The  abdomra  *  violent  affection  of  the  lungs ;  and  it  ap- 

was  normal  to  the  touch,  with  the  exception  Rf"^.*^?  f?""  stethoBCopic  exammation,  that 

of  the  epigastric  region  on  the  right  side  of  ^.  "«^iJ*f«  ?^l^^  ^"^  ^'^^'    ^^  ""^ 

the  linei  alba,  clos?  to  the  false  ribs,  where  ^'^  ^^^  ^  *"*^  °"?*^'  ^^^  ^'^ 

an  induration  was  to  be  felt,  as  large  as  an  *^^  "^^^  ^^'  ^  ^°"f  ^'  decoction,  and 

orange,  and  painfull  on  pressure.    Thehidu-  «>me  broth.     On  the  foUowmg  day  there 

rating  seemed  to  be  caused  by  an  inflamma-  '^^  *"^^^^'"  ^*ft"»•  f^^  "^P**?*  '.f"^' 

tory  swelling  of  the  Uver ;  while  the  vomiting  •^L'^'^L?  ^^^^er  between  the  shoulders, 

depended  on  great  irritability  of  the  stomach,  ♦  U  is  almost  certain,  however,  that  the  extract 

or  disease  of  the  pylorus.     As  the  vomiting  i*  now  much  hecter  prepared  than  in  8toerkh*s 

had  not  continued  long,  the  author  deter-  ?*>'••    J<*ll^   """*«'»  >  ¥5  Treatije  on  the 

^1^    .  i*  A     K                    c    I •         i^  Venereal  Disease,  speaks  of  doses  which  would 

mined  it  to  be  a  case  of  chronic  gastritis,  now  be  prcpostcroas'-TaAxaLAToa's  Note. 
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and  an  opium  pill  in  the  evening.     Until  cASE  OP  TAPPING  OF  THE  BRAIN, 
the  30th,  all  the  symptoms  had  improYed ; 

the  respiration  was  easy,  the  cough  loose,  — ~^ 
and  hut  little  fever ;  still  the  right  lung  A  fbw  mornings  since  I  heard  the  question 
retained  its  crepitus.  On  the  31st,  all  the  asked,  '*  Is  the  operation  for  tapping  the 
symptoms  were  much  worse :  there  was  brain  ever  succes^bl  ?"  Now,  as  the  foU 
great  pain  in  the  right  part  of  the  chest,  lowing  case  bears  materially  on  this  point,  I 
sanguineous  sputa,  and  oppression  which  am  induced  to  submit  it  to  the  public,  in  ite 
during  the  night  bordered  on  suffocation;  ardent  hope — 'nay,  I  would  say  more,  the 
tfaecrflpitus  in  the  chest  was  very  considerable;  almost  certain  conviction,  that  if  a  similar 
and  the  patient  lay  on  his  left  side.  He  was  treatment  be  adopted  in  these  cases,  many 
now  bled  to  ten  ounces  i  twelve  leeches  were  young  lives  might  be  saved.  In  an  Essay 
applied  to  the  painful  spot,  with  emollient  read  at  the  Dublin  Medico -Chirurgical 
poultices  to  the  chest,  and  a  dose  of  castor  Society,  a  few  years  since,  I  cursorily  no- 
oU  was  given.  On  the  2d  November  the  ticed  this  case  ;  since  then,  repeated  post- 
pain  and  oppression  were  less,  but  the  ex-  mortem  examinations  have  confirmed  me  in, 
pectormtion  was  still  sanguineous.  •  Four  the  propriety  of  the  operation  in  certain 
Cupping-glasses  were  now  applied  to  the  cases.  It  comes  in  as  a  last  resource,  when 
rif^t  shoulder,  tartar  emetic  was  rubbed  all  else  fails.  Though  purgatives,  blood* 
into  the  chest,  and  a  Burgundy  pitch  plaster,  letting,  and  cold  to  the  head,  do  not  arrest 
•priokled  with  tartar  emetic,  was  applied  the  (Sfusion  (for  it  will  continue,  from  de- 
between  the  shoulders.  On  the  7th  of  ranged  action  in  the  vessels  themselves), 
N&vember  there  were  twelve  dark«coloared  still  they  may  suppress  tke  inflammatory 
sputa,  which  looked  like  pieces  of  chewed  disposition  of  them,  which  conduces  to  that 
flesh,  and  were  swimming  in  about  a  pound  state.  Now  here,  if  the  fluid  is  in  large 
of  frothy  mucus ;  the  epigastrium  was  some-  quantity,  it  will  not  be  absorbed,  but,  by  its 
what  sensitive,  and  twelve  leeches  were  pressure,  act  mechanically  in  augmenting  the 
applied  to  it.  On  the  next  day  the  expecto-  turgid  condition  of  the  vessels  of  the  part, 
ration  was  not  so  blood-stained,  and  the  ere*  and  thus  tend  towards  the  diseased  action 
pitou8rfaonchn8baddimioished;neverthelQBS,  being  continued,  until  it  ultimately  termi- 
twelve  more  leeches  were  applied  to  the  right  nates  in  ramollissement.  But  this  will  not 
side  of  the  chest. — Nov.  9th.  The  expec*  be  so  in  the  majority  of  cases  if  the  fluid  be 
toimtion  was  now  hardly  streaked  with  blood,  removed,  for  it  will  be  much  easier  to  restore 
Twehre  leeches  were  applied  to  the  suffering  the  healthy  action  of  the  vessels,  vessels  so 
nde,  an  issue  was  made  in  the  right  arm,  peculiarly  modified  in  their  structure  and 
and  a  blister  placed  between  the  shoulders. —  anatomical  arrangement. 
12th.  No  blood  in  the  expectoration ;  respi-  That  ramollissement  does  not  come  on  till 
ratory  murmur  over  the  whole  right  side ;  a  later  period  than  is  generally  supposed,  I 
the  sweAs,  whiob  had  disappeared,  returned,  have  verified  by  dissection.  In  eight  cases 
Pectoral  juice  was  prescribed,  with  four  that  I  have  examined  of  acute  hydrocephalus, 
grains  of  kermes  mineral,  an  ounce  of  castor  where  the  head  was  unusally  large,  and  where 
oil,  and  piUs  containing  one-fourth  of  a  grain  the  children  were  carried  off  in  a  few  days  by 
of  acetate  of  lead. — l&th.  The  expectoration  infectious  diseases,  not  in  any  of  those  cases 
and  cough  were  decreasing,  and  the  sweats  was  there  softening  or  ramoliissement  of  the 
hadceawd;  the  patient's  appetite  returned ;  structure  of  the  brain,  though  the  lateral 
and  every  symptom  disappeared  except  the  ventricles  were  enormously  distended  with 
obscurity  of   the    respiratory  murmur    in  fluid. 

diflbrent  parts  of  the  right  lung.    The  dose        There  is  no  doubting  the  possibility  of 

of  kermes  was  increased  to  fifty  grains  daily ;  serous  fluid  being  absorbed  from  the  ventri- 

and  suppuration  was  kept  up  between  the  desof  the  brain.    We  are  warmnted  in  tins 

shoulders,  on  the  ohest,  and  on  the  arm.  supposition,  both  by  the  analogy  of  other 

[It  is  not  stated,  says  the  German  trans-  serous  cavities  and  by  what  is  actually  ob- 

lator,   when  the    patient    was    discharged  served  to  take  place  in  the  brain  itself;  but, 

-  completdy  cured.     In  twenty  days  he  took  where  this  fluid  is  in  very  large  quantity,  the 

one  ounce  and  twenty  grains  of  kermes,  pomwr  of  absorption  U  destroyed;  and  the 

without    gastric   symptoms ;    but  whether  patient  dies  from  the  structure  of  the  brain 

this  pneumonia  can  therefore  be  said  to  have  becoming  secondarily  involved.      The  fol- 

been  cured  by  tiie  kermes  is  left  by  the  lowing  case  will  show  the  advantages  of  the 

translator  to  the  judgment  of  the  reader,  operation  in  this  state  of  things. 
At  any  rate,  he  says,  a  frightful  quantity  of        Maria   Bums  applied  for  advice   at  the 

blood  was  taken  away  from    an    already  South  Infirmary,  Cork.    She  steted  having 

weakened  patient ;  instead  of  which  it  vrould  bad  three  children,  "two  of  whom  died  of 

have  been  better  to  employ,  in  part,  more  water  on  the  brain ;"   the  third,  she  appre- 

powerfbl  internal  antiphlogistics.]  hended,  was  affected  in  a  similar  manner, 

(To  be  continued.}  and  entreated  that  something  would  be  done 
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that  might  afford  any  chance  of  relief.   Upon  lelzed  with  oonvnlaiojtifl  Uiat  terminated  in 

examining  the  patient,  a  boy  16  months  of  death.     I  was  immediatriy  called  to  aee  tiie 

age,  his  head  was  almost  transparent,  and  child ;    and  having  accused   the  mother  of 

presented,   indifferent  sitaations,   patches  neglecting  it  in  some  way,  she  acknowledged 

where  the  ossific  matter  was  not  deposited,  to  have  given  it  wine  regularly  for  6ve  dbya 

its  place  being  supplied  by  the  common  in-  before,  stating,  as  her  reason  for  doing  so, 

teguments.      The  sutnres  were  very  con-  ''she  thought  it  would  hasten  the  cure,  md 

siderably  separated,  being  from  half  to  three  not  to  do  him  any  harm,  he  was  so  mticfa 

quarters   of  an  inch  asunder.      The  head  better." 

measured  in  the  ironti-occipitalcircnmfiBrence  On  examining  the  head  after  death,  the 
thirteen  inches  and  a  half;  from  ear  to  ear,  different  places  where  the  ossific  matter  was 
across  the  vertex,  nine  inches  ;  round  the  wanting  were  filled  up  by  a  membrane  which 
chin  and  across  the  vertex  nine  inches  three  was  almost  converted  into  bone.  Hie  sn* 
quarters  ;  the  pupils  were  greatly  dilated,  tures  were  greatly  closed  in,  4)eing  not  more 
and  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  light.  Now  than  the  eighth  of  an  inch  apart.  All  the 
and  then  the  child  wonldscream  out  in  themost  parts  within  the  lateral  ventricles  appeaivd 
violent  manner,  being  then  immediately  at-  in  a  heaLby  state;  there  was  no  softening 
tacked  with  convulsions,  which  the  mother  of  the  structure  of  the  brain  whatever ;  tio 
said  came  on  frequently  for  four  days  previous  over-gorged  condition  of  the  vessels, '  or  in- 
to her  application  for  relief  at  the  hospital,  crease  in  vascularity. 
Here  nothing  could  be  expected  from  the  In  this  case  I  think  there  are  some  points 
ordinary  methods  of  treatment;  therefore,  particularly  worthy  of  attention,  first — 
Dr.  Woodroffe  determined  on  drawing  off  from  the  time  of  the  first  operation  until 
the  water.  eleven  weeks  after,  no  convnlriofia  cimwbJ. 
The  integuments  having  been  divided  with  Secondly — four  weeks  ftwuthe  first  opwatiuu 
a  lancet,  a  trochar  was  introduced  about  the  diild  was  siBHslble  to  light ;  and  lastly, 
three  quarters  of  an  inch  external  to  the  the  relaxed  stete  of  the  integumente  allowed 
mesial  line,  near  the  junction  of  the  edge  of  the  pitweas  of  ossification  to  advance  fa  a  most 
the  fontanelle  witii  the  margin  of  the  parietal  remarkable  deg^ree.  The  treatment  after  Che 
bone.  The  instrument  being  indfned  a  little  operation  consisted  chiefly  In  cold  to  the  head , 
inwards,  in  this  manner  it  was  directed  into  local  blood-letting,  purgatives  of  calomel  and 
the  lateral  ventricle  of  the  right  side:  no  chalk. 

sooner  was  the  stillet  withdrawn  than  the  There  is  no  doubt  in  this  case  death  was 
fluid  flowed  out  freely  through  the  canula.  caused  by  the  injudicious  ntanagement  of  the 
The  quantity  drawn  off  amounted  to  eleven  moUier ;  but,  if  the  reader  should  continue 
ounces.  After  the  discharge  of  so  large  a  sceptical  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  operation, 
quantity  of  fluid,  the  head  lost  its  tension  and  I  would  refer  him  to  a  case  treated  suooess- 
globular  form,  and  became  so  flaccid  as  to  fully  by  it,  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the  Medico- 
allow  the  remaining  quantity  of  water  to  Chirurgieal  Transactions. — Bir.  Ai/eAer,  in 
gravitate  backwards,  giving  the  head  a  very  Dublin  Journal, 

elongated  appearance.    To  support  the  parts 

a  double-headed  roller  was  appllfe^  loosely, 

the  edges  of  the  incision  bdng  previously  QUACKERY  OF  THE  DAY. 

brought  together  with  adhesive  plaster.    The  ...^— 

chUd  sunk  very  low  immedhitely  after  the        jb  ihe  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 
operation;   however,  after  some  time,  the 
urgent  symptoms  were  suppressed.     From  SiB, 

thb  period  up  to  four  weeks  after,  every  iLOsanotimeininfonDingyoutfaatlhavehad 
thing  was  doing  remarkably  well ;  the  head  a  most  interestingtnterviewwith  M.  Reynard, 
filled  again ;  but  not  to  one-half  of  ito  who  arrived  in  London  yesterday,  and  was 
original  size.  The  operation  was  again  per-  so  kind  as  to  give  me  an  early  audience.  The 
formed  on  the  left  side,  in  the  same  situation  interview  was  indeed  highly  gratifying  to 
as  on  the  right.  The  child  began  visibly  to  me,  as  it  ensbled  me  fully  to  compr^ettd 
improve;  no  convuhrions  whatever  occurred  the  merite  of  Professor  PhiUpokketfs  system,  • 
after  the  first  operation  ;  four  weeks  more  and  completely  removed  firom  my  mind  any 
elapsed,  and  the  head  was  not  near  the  size  little  remains  of  scepticism  which  might 
it  presented  before  the  second  operation ;  so  still  remain  there.  It  was  truly  delightAd 
much  was  it  lessened,  that  another  operation  to  find,  that  the  Professor's  theory  is  ex- 
was  deferred  for  a  future  period.  At  this  tremely  simple,  and  is  based  upon  fhcts» 
time  ten  weeks  had  elapsed ;  the  child  was  which  are  universally  recognised  by  all  vrho 
free  from  couvulsions  ;  the  eyes  were  quite  are  acquainted  with  the  brilliant  discoveries 
sensible  to  light,  and  the  little  patient  did  of  the  eminent  continentel  anatomiste  and 
not  exhibit  any  lethargic  symptoms.  In  four  phydologiste.  The  brain  has  been  demon- 
days  after  he  began  to  get  uneasy  and  restiess ;  strated  by  them  to  be  composed  of  alternate 
three  more  had  not  passed  by  when  he  was  strate,   which  are  precisely  analogous,   or 
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rather  identical,  with  the  plates  which  com-  inspectioiiy  or  by  those  who  have  been  in- 

pose  the  Toltaic  battery,  the  nenres  being,  of  structed  by  himself.    The  sole  management 

course,  the  conductors  by  which  the  electric  of  the  process  in  this  country  is,  of  course, 

circuit  is  formed.    Now  the  grand  discovery  entrusted  to  M.  Reynard,  and  the  office  of 

of  the  Professor  is  the  mode  by  which  this  introducing  the  patients  to  M.  Reynard  is, 

cerebral  battery  is  to  be  exerted,  and  how,  for  the  present,  conferred  on  myself.     It  has 

at  the  pleasure  of  the  operator,  the  positive  frequently  been  obsenred  in  the  progress  of 

and  negative,  or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  science  that  grand  discoveries  ai:e  contem- 

Che  polarized  and  the  depolarized  states,  may  porary,  and  so  it  has  proved  in  the  present 

be  produced  and  transmitted  to  the  various  instance.    While  Phiilpokkett  was  thus  ac- 

ofgaas   separately  and  individually.     The  quiringthis  wonderful  power  over  the  action 

Professor  did  roe  the  honour  to  explain  to  of  the  stomach,  Dr.  Focks,  Professor  of 

me  the  whole  affair,  and  exhibited  to  me  his  Chemistry  in  the  same  University,  has  been 

apparatus^  which  is  equally  remarkable  for  applying  his  extraordinary  talents  to  the 

its  simplicity  and  for  its  powerful  effect,  analysis  of  some  of  the  principal  articles  of 

But  it  was  with  a  strict  injunction  of  se-  food,  and  has  been  eminently  successful  in 

cresy ;  and  this  was  done,  not  from  the  sor-  his  results.     He  has  already  discovered  the 

did   wish    to    monopolise    any    pecuniary  distinct  existence   of   panine,   the  specific 

benefit  which  mey  be  derived  from  the  dis-  principle  of  bread,  that  in  which  ita  nutri- 

oovery,  but  because  he  has  ample  proof  that  tive  power  resides,  and  which  he  finds,  as 

it  would  be  extremely  dangerous  to  trust  the  might  have  beenanticipated,  to  constituteonly 

process  in  any  hands  but   those  who  are  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole  mass :  he  has 

thoroughly  sldlled  in  the  management  of  not  yet  quite  ascertained  the  precise  ratio, 

the  apparatus.    He  related  a  case,  in  confir-  but  he  has  found  it  to  be  more  than  49  parts 

mation  of  this  position,  which  occurred  in  in  1000.    He  has  also  discovered  vitaline 

the    city  only  two  days  ago.     A  man  of  and  agnine,  the  specific  principles  of  veal 

the  name  of  Jeremiah  Bouby,  a  weaver  in  and  lamb  respectively,  and  he  has  made 

Spitalfields,    who  had,    for    many    years,  progress  in  the  analysis  of  beef  and  mutton, 

maintained  his  fomily  very  comfortably  by  but,  in  consequence  of  the  more  powerful 

his  earnings,  was,  unfortunately,  induced  to  attraction  between  their  atoms,  he  has  not 

attend  a  meeting  of  the  anti*oom-law  league,  yet  been  able  to  obtain  bovine  and  ovine  in 

and  learning  from  one  of  the  orators  that  his  their  perfectly  pure  state, 

wages  were  too  lowy  he  refused  to  work  un^  Your  intelligent  readers  will  readily  per* 

they  should  be  raised.     This,  however,  his  oeive  the  immense  benefits  that  must  be 

master  refused  to  do,  and  poor  Jerry  and  conferred  on  society  by  these  grand  disoo* 

his  family  were  all  starving  for  want  of  food,  varies,  and  the  farther  discoveries  to  which 

when  an  ignorant  quack  in  hisneighbourhood,  they  cannot  but  lead.     And  I  may  here 

who  had,  by  some  chance,  got  possession  of  intimate  to  you,  that  the  Professor  has  lately 

the  apparatus,  but  not  knowing  how  to  use  entered  upon  a  train  of  experiments,  stiU 

it,  applied  it  in  the  wiong  direction,  and,  of  mora  curious  and  important  than  those  on 

course,  produced  the  directly  contrary  effect  the  stomach,  in  which,  by  the  application  of 

to  what  was  intended.    Jerry's  stomach  wss  a  modified  apparatus  to  a  certain  organ  of 

highly  polarized,  and  thrown  into  a  state  of  the  body,  he  feels  confident  that  he  shall- be 

the  moet  acute  excitement,  so  that  a  degree  able  to  produce  an  effectual  remedy  for  the 

of  bulimia  was  necessarily  induced  of  such  evils  so  strongly  painted  by  Malthns  and 

extreme  violence,  that  it  was  with  the  ut-  M'Cnlloch,  and  which  have  hitherto  entirely 

most  difficulty,  and  only  by  the  assistance  bafiled  all  our  most  eminent  moralists  and 

of  a  policeman,  who  luckily  was  in  the  neigh-  political    economists.     The    most  fruitful 

bourbood,  that    he    was    presented    from  source  of  vice  and  misery  will  now  be  ef- 

seizing  one  of  his  children  and  cutting  him  fectually  nipped  in  the  bud  ;   but  of  this 

up  into  chops.     He  remained  for  some  hours  more  hereafter. 

in  this  horrible  state,  when  it  was  found  I  must  now  close  this  perhaps  too  long 
absolutely  necessary  to  convey  him   to  a  letter,   by  informing  you  that  I  have  en- 
lunatic  asylum,  when  I  was  informed  it  was  gaged  spacious  apartments,  for  the  reception 
proposed,  as  a  means  of  at  least  temporary  of  those  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  are  desi- 
relief,  to  put  him  on  the  hydropathic  plan,  reus  of  seeing  M.  Reynard,  at  No.  1,  Folly 
taking  the  precaution  of  having  the  abdomen  Lane,  a  utuation  which  I  have  chosen  as 
well  secured  by  strong  bandages.     M.  Rey-  being  more  central  than  my  former  residence, 
nard  informed    me    that  two  cases,   very  and  also,  as  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
similar  to  that  of  Jerry's*  occurred  at  Puffin-  some  of  the  most  distingubhed  inns  of  court, 
burg,  where  the  Professor  made  known  his  I  am,  sir, 
discovery,  so  that  he  considers  himself  bound.  Your  obedient  servant, 
by  every  motive  of  honour  and  philanthropy,  Timothy  Gosling. 
to  prevent  his  apparatus  from  bemg  em-  j^.b.  The  usual  fee  will  be  expected, 
ployed,  except  under  his  own  immediate  ,^  p^„y  La„^^  ^arch  7, 1W3, 
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CASE  OP  DEMONOMANU. 

A  WOMAN  about  iive-and-twenty,  of  a  strong 
oonstitatiozi,  and  married  to  a  weak  and  do- 
licate  man,  became  violently  hysterical,  and 
was  subject  to  nocturnal  visions  of  a  kind 
most  calculated  to  alarm  her.  She  was  fully, 
convinced  that  a  beggar  whom  she  had  re- 
pulsed one  day,  and  who  had  threatened  to 
bewitch  her,  had  executed  this  disastrous 
project.  She  thought  that  she  waspossessedby 
the  devil,  who,  according  to  her  account,  took 
various  forms,  and  sometimes  sang  Uke  a 
bird,  at  others  uttered  mournful  sounds,  and 
sometimes  piercing  crie»  which  frightened 
her  excessively.  She  remained^  for  several 
months  in  her  bed,  uninfluenced  by  all  tha 
advice  given  her,  and  by  all  the  consolationa 
of  friendship.  The  vicar  of  the  place,  an 
enlightened  man  of  a  mild  and  persuasiva 
character,  gained  an  ascendant  over  her 
mind,  and  succeeded  in  making  her  leave  her 
bed,  and  in  persuading  her  to  resume  her 
domestic  occupations,  and  even  to  dig  in  the 
garden,  and  use  out-of-door  exerdses  exx 
tremdy  useful  to  her  body ;  all  followed  by  the 
best  effects,  and  by  a  cure  which  lasted 
three  yean.  But  the  good  vicar  now  died,  and 
was  succeeded  by  an  ex-monk,  very  super- 
stitions, and  of  very  limited  capacity.  He 
gave  entire  belief  to  the  visions  of  the  patient, 
did  not  doubt  in  the  least  but  that  she  was 
possessed  by  the  devil,  continually  repeated 
exorcisms,  and  kept  her  strictly  shut  up. 
The  consequences  of  such  absurd  prejudices 
are  not  difficult  to  foresee. — Pinel  nor  V  Alii' 
na$ion  MmiaU, 

FREQUENCY  OP  SECOND  ATTACKS 
OF  SMALL-POX. 

M.  SsmRKS  states,  that,  from  the  observa- 
tion of  1500  cases  of  small-pox,  he  has 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  secondary 
attacks  of  small-pox  are  as  common  alter 
smalUpox  itself  as  after  vaccination ;  that, 
in  fact,  vaccination  has  the  simple  eflfect  of 
preventing  a  first  attack  of  small-pox,  being 
merely  of  the  same  efficacy  in  that  respect 
as  an  attack  of  smaU^pox  itself. — Dubiin 
Journal, 


Oll>8ervations  on  an  Act  (5  and  6  Vict, 
c.  123),  "  For  amending  the  f^aw  relating 
to  Private  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,'^ 
&c.  &c.  By  WilUam  Harty,  M.D.,  Phyn- 
cian  to  the  Prisons  of  Dublin,  &c. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OEKTLElfEK  ADMrFTKO  MEMBERS. 

Friflay,  March  10,  1843. 

P.  Walsh.— 6.  W.  Bagg.— R.  Lee.— W.  MifecheU. 
— W.  B.  Francis.— J.  Arthur.— J.  Ness.— J.  O. 

Ctoodridge.— T.  J.  Austin.— F.  P.  Smith. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  March  4,  1843. 

Small  Fox 9 

Measles  1ft 

Scarlatina  39 

Hooping  Cough  10 

Croup  It 

Tkmsh 1 

Diarrhoea 8 

Dysentery S 

Cholera    0 

Inflnensa S 

Typhus 58 

Erysipelas 5 

Syphilis  1 

H  jrdrophoUa 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  139 
Diseases  of  the  X^rngs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    344 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  29 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  HvHt,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion 61 

Diseases  of  the  lUdneys,  && 6 

Childbed 11 

Ovarian  Dropsy  9 

Disease  of  Uttfus,  &c h 

Rheumatism 1 

Diseases  of  Joints,  ftc 4 

Ulcer    9 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseasesof  Uncertain SeUt ISO 

Old  Age  or  Nstural  Decay 88 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lotempe^ 

ranee   ,.,..  ai 

Causes  not  specified 1 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 1031 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAIi. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OP  PRISONS. 

Thb  above  appointment,  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Dr.  Shortt,  has  been  conferred  on 
J.  G.  Perry,  Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Foundling 
Hospital,  and  recently  Secretary  to  the 
Royal  Medical  and  Cbirurgical  Society. 


from  24  to  43 


Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude 

Longitude  0°  3' 51"  FT.  of 

March  1843.    Thermombtbr 

Wednesday  8 
Thursday  .  9 
Ftiday ...  10 
Saturday  .  11 
Sunday  .  .  19 
Monday  .  .  13 
Tuesday    .  14 


34 
33 
97 
36 
36 
40 


37 
43 
45 
SO 
64 
55 


5l0  37'32"JNr. 
GreenuHeh, 

Barombtrr. 

30-15  to  30*23 


80-27 
30*12 
30-03 
30-87 
29'66 
39*39 


30*25 
39-96 
80-06 
29  66 
39-58 
29*35 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Views  upon  the  Statics  of  the  Human 
Chest.  Animal  Heat,  and  Determinations  of 
Blood  to  the  Head.  By  Julius  Jeffreys, 
P.R.S.,  6cc.  ficc. 


Wind,  N.B.  on  the  Sthand  momlnff  of  the  9th : 
since  S. W.  Except  the  8th,  I2tbf  and  morning 
of  the  13th,  generally  overcast ;  ram  on  the  even- 
inors  of  the  isth  and  Uth. 

Rain  fallen,  '9  of  an  inch. 
CHARLEa  Henry  Adams. 

Wilson  ft  Ooilvv,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  thereby  give  rise  to  a  partial  phlegmasia 

dolens.     In  men,  exposure  of  the  limbs  to 

^^  '"■  cold  and  moisture,  ulcers  and  external  in- 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OF  Junes  over  the  tibia,  have  sometimes  ex- 

MIDWIFERY  ^^  inflammation  of  the  saphena  and  femoral 

'  veins,  and  by  obstructing  these  vessels  have 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  qfSi.  George* 9  produced  all  the  phenomena  usually  observed 

Hoipiiaif  in  the  phlegmasia  dolens  of  puerperal  women* 

-Rjrnpiic  From  what  has  now  been  stated  respecting 

By  Robb&t  Lbb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  the  cause  of  varicose  veins  during  pregnancv, 

—  you  will  readily  understand  the  priadipU 

Lbctdbb  XX.  n^om  which  their  treatment  should  be  con- 

Fv»«»<.«.  ^ri>»^^^^4  nroM^     rr.r>.^^}t^A^A\  ducted,  and  that  all  our  remedies  should  be 

Due<ue*o/PreffnanlWomenr-(conciuded).  ^^j,^  ^j,,  t^,  ^^  „,  ,,^5^  t^, 

A  WOMAN,  in  the  seventh  month  of  preg-  current  of  blood  flowing  through  the  vena 

nancy,  had  the  feet,  legs,  and  thighs  covered  cava.      Tight  bandages  around  the  limbs, 

with  great  purple  clusters  of  dilated  veins,  and   laced  stockings,   will  only  fbtoe  the 

which  seemed  ready  to  burst ;   the  hsemor-  blood  from  the  branches  into  the  trunks  of 

rhoidal  veins  were  likewise  swollen  and  pain-  the   abdominal    veins  and  cavities  of  the 

fill.      A  profuse   hsemorrhage  took  place  heart,  and  can  do  nothing  but  mischief,  as 

from  the  uterus,  and  all   the  varicose  veins  experience  has  proved.     Active  saline  ca- 

suddenly  disappeared,    and    they  did  not  thartics,  light  diet,  the  recumbent  position, 

return,  though  she  went  nearly  to  the  full  and  leeches,  fomentations,  and  tepid  satur- 

period.      Tbls  case  proves  that  a  varicose  nine  lotions,  to  the  dilated  veins,  when  they 

state  of  the  veins  of  the  lower  extremities  is  are  painful,  are  the  safe  and  proper  means  to 

not  always  produced  by  the  mechanical  pres^  be  employed.    The  same  treatment  may  be 

Buro  of  the.gravid  uterus  on  the  veins  at  the  had  recoursetoin  painful  hsemorrhoidal alTec- 

brim  of  the  pelvis,  but  arises  from  over*  tions,  occurring  during  pregnancy.    Where 

distension  of  the  vena  cava  and  its  branches,  the  external  parts  become  swollen,  inflamed; 

the  iliac,  femoral,  and  sapheoa  veins.     The  and  are  aflected  with  great  irritation,  besides 

vena  cava  does  not  enlarge  during  pregnane  these  means  it  may  be  requisite  to  take 

with  the  spermatic  and  hypogastric  veins,  blood  from  the  arm,  and  give  calomel  and 

and  as  it  has  then  a  much  larger  quantity  of  opium  internally.     The  vagina  and  labia  are 

blood  to  transmit  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart  sometimes  covered  with  warts  in  the  latter 

than  in  the  uniujpregnatcd  state,  it  is  eafey  months  of  pregnancy,  and  there  is  a  profuse 

to    explain    why   hsemorrhoidal    swellings  leuoorrhoesl  discharge.     The  tepid  hip-bath 

and  dilatation  of  the  veins  of  the  lower  is  useful,  and  the  black  or  yellow  wash  as  a 

extremities  should  so  often  occur  at   all  lotion,  and  it  is  advantageous,  sometimes,  to 

the  diflerent  periods  of  gestation.     The  af^  give  mercury  and  sarsapariUa. 

flection  usually  commences  in  the  veins  of  the  Congestion,  morbid  sensibility,  irregular 

feet  and  ankles,  is  often  confined  to  these  spasmodic  contractions  like  labour  pains,  or 

parts,  and  is  so  slight  that  it  is  relieved  by  fixed  pain  in  the  uterus,  are  experienced  by 

the  recumbent  position  during  the  night,  many  women  in  the  latter  montiis  of  preg- 

without  any  medical  treatment.     In  other  nancy.     In  some  cases  these  pains  are  most 

caaes,  all  the  branches  and  trunks  of  the  distressing  during  the  day,  and  are  readily 

vapbena  veins  are  greatly   distended,  and  excited  by  walking ;   in  others  they  occur 

sometimes  burst,  or  become  inflamed,  and  during  the  night,  and  often  depend  on  dis* 

799.— XXXI.  3  N 
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ordered  states  of  the  digestive  organs,  natural  situation,  and  retaining  it  with 
Fomentations  and  leeches  to  the  region  of  a  sponge  or  pessary.  At  the  full  period  it 
the  uterus,  where  there  is  fixed  pain  or  sore-  has  been  found  impossible.  In  a  case  which 
ness  on  pressure,  should  not  be  neglected,  occnrred  ten  years  ago,  the  greater  part  of 
and  a  moderate  venesection  if  there  is  ex-  the  uterus,  near  the  full  period,  with  the 
citement  of  the  heart  and  arteries :  where  the  everted  vagina,  had  escaped  through  the 
irritation  arises  from  a  deranged  state  of  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  and  it  appeared  at  first 
bowels  it  is  often  useful  to  exhibit  a  dose  of  impossible  that  such  a  mass  could  ever  be 
calomel,  and  afterwards  a  cathartic,  combined  reduced.  The  patient  was  placed  upon  the 
with  some  anodyne  and  carminative.  In-  elbows  and  knees,  and  by  long-continned 
flammation  of  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  gentle  pressure,  the  uterus  and  vagina  were 
uterus  is  rarely  met  with  during  pre.gnancy.  restored  to  thdr  natural  situation,  and  the 
Pain  of  the  uterus,  increased  by  pressure,  labour  was  natural.  In  cases  of  partial  pro- 
rigors,  quick  pulse,  furred  tongue,  sickness  lapsus  uteri,  and  procidentia  of  the  anterior 
at  stomach,  are  the  symptoms  by  which  it  is  wall  of  the  vagina  and  bladder,  the  recum- 
characterised ;  and  if  blood-letting,  local  and  bent  position,  and  a  pessary  of  soft  sponge, 
general,  calomel,  opium,  and  the  other  are  generally  sufficient  to  afford  relief, 
remedies  usually  employed  in  puerperal  In  ihU  engrtning  by  Dr.  W.  Hunter  [ex- 
peritonitis,  be  not  vigorously  used,  the  result  hibiting  it] ,  you  have  a  representation  of  that 
will  be  equally  unfortunate.  The  uterus  is  displacement  of  the  gravid  uterus  which  is 
found,  after  death,  imbedded  in  lymph  and  called  retroversion.  The  neck  of  theutems 
pus,  and  there  is  a  copious  sero-purulent  ef-  is  drawn  up  behind  or  above  tire  symphysis 
fusion  into  the  peritoneal  sac.  Women  who  pubis  by  the  bladder  being  over  distended 
have  had  attacks  of  puerperal  peritonitis  are  with  urine,  and  the  fundus  uteri  is  pushed 
more  liable  than  other  women  to  suffer  from  downward  and  backward  into  the  hollow  of 
pains  about  the  uterus  during  pregnancy,  the  the  sacrum,  by  which  means  the  longitudinal 
result  probably  of  morbid  adhesions.  Spon-  axis  of  the  uterus  is  placed  horizontally 
taneous  laceration  of  the  peritoneal  coat  of  instead  of  vertically  in  the  cavity  of  the 
the  gravid  uterus,  not  involving  the  muscular  pelvis,  and  thereby  produces  injurious  pres- 
coat,  has  sometimes  occurred,  and  a  fatal  sure  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  rectum, 
effusion  of  blood  has  taken  place  into  the  Retroversion  of  the  uterus  is  a  conae- 
peritoneal  sac.  Numerous  lacerations  of  quence  of  an  undue  accumulation  of  urine 
little  depth  have  been  observed  at  the  in  the  bladder  ;  and  by  pressing  on  the  neck 
posterior  surface  of  the  uterus,  of  the  cause  of  the  bladder,  the  retroverted  uterus  is  a 
of  which  no  satisfiictory  explanation  has  yet  cause  of  retention  of  urine.  The  efforts 
been  given.  In  some  cases,  before  labour  made  to  empty  the  bladder  probably  contri- 
has  commenced,  all  the  coats  of  the  uterus  bute  to  produce  the  effect.  It  is  an  aoci- 
have  given  way,  and  the  foetus  and  its  ap-  dent  which  generally  occurs  before  the  end 
pendages  have  escaped  into  the  peritoneal  of  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy ;  but  some 
cavity.  Dull  pain  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  believe,  where  the  pelvis  is  very  capadoiis, 
vomiting,  and  fever,  are  the  symptoms  which  that  it  may  take  place  as  late  as  the  sixth  or 
have  been  observed  in  tliese  cases,  and  have  seventh  month.  In  this  affection  there  is 
accompanied  the  softening  of  the  coats,  pain  and  sense  of  bearing  down  in  the  pelvis, 
Where  the  gravid  uterus  has  been  pierced  and  the  contents  of  the  bladder  and  rectum 
with  musket-balls  or  sharp  instruments,  cannot  be  evacuated.  The  bladder  is  felt 
escape  of  the  liquor  anmii,  fasemorrhage,  distended  in  the  hypogastrium ;  and  if  an 
vomiting,  ooUapse,  and  death,  have  gene-  internal  examination  be  made,  a  large  tu- 
rally  followed  in  a  short  time.  There  are  mor  is  found  oocup3ring  the  hollow  of  the 
some  extraordinary  cases  of  recovery,  sacrum,  and  the  os  uteri  is  drawn  up  so  high 
however,  reported,  where  the  walls  of  the  behind  the  symphysis  pubis  that  it  is  diffi- 
uterus  had  been  perforated,  and  the  foetus  cult  or  impossible  to  reach  it  with  the  finger, 
killed.  Contusions,  blows,  and  falls,  are  The  diagnosis  is  rendered  difficult  by  this 
sometimes  followed  not  only  by  htemorrhage  circumstance,  that  women  state,  what  is 
and  inflammation,  but  by  immediate  collapse,  true,  that  in  the  painful  attempts  to  pass  the 
A  woman  near  the  full  period  struck  her  urine  a  portion  has  escaped.  In  one  case 
abdomen  against  a  gate,  and  she  remained  the  patient  reported  that  she  had  passed 
several  hours  in  a  condition  resembling  that  water  freely,  when  the  bladder  was  ready  to 
produced  by  violent  concussion  of  the  brain,  burst.     In  all  cases  where  there  is  the  least 

. ,  ,^  doubt  the  hypogastrium  should  be  carefolly 

DUplacementa  qf  the  Grand  Uterut.  examined,  and  the  catheter  passed.     In  not 

Partial  and  complete  prolapsus  may  take  a  few  cases  of  protracted  labour,  and  after 

place  both  in  the  early  and  latter  months,  delivery,  women  have  been  exposed  to  the 

but  it  is  not  a  common  occurrence.     Before  utmost  danger  from  immense  accumulations 

the  middle  period,   little  difficulty  is  ex-  of  urine  taking  place  within  the  bladder 

perienoed   in   restoring  the  uterus  to  its  without  being  suspected. 
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RetroTereion  of  the  uterus  msy  take  place  Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries.     For 

suddenly,  the  patient  experiencing  a  sensa-  ascertaining  the  general  cause  and  the  proper 

tion  of  the  uterus  altering  its  position  in  the  mode  of  treatment^  we  are  chiefly  indebted 

cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  this  being  soon  fol*  to  Dr.  Denman,  who  first  clearly  pointed  out 

lowed  by  the  symptoms  now  described  ;  or  the  fact  that  the  retention  of  urine  is  the  cause 

the  accident  may  take  place  more  slowly,  and  not  the  consequence  of  the  alteration  in 

and  the  retention  of  urine  may  not  be  com-  the  situation  of  the  uterus,  and  that  violent 

plete,  at  least  for  some  time.    Where  death  attempts  to  replace  the  uterus  are  nnneoes* 

has  occurred,  it  has  arisen  either  from  rnp*  sary,  and  often  mischievous.    Retroversion 

tuns  or  inflammation  of  the  bladder  and  of  the  ntems  is  seldom  met  with  ;  not  more 

peritoneum.     In  Dr.  Hunter's  fatal  case,  than  six  cases  have  cpme  under  my  obser- 

the  bladder  was  found  amasingly  distended,  vation  in  16  years,  and  they  all  did  well, 

but  not  ruptured.      In  the  cases  related  by  There  are  various  other  displacements  of  the 

Mr.  L]rnn  and  Dr.  Squire,  the  bladder  was  gravid  uterus,  as  anteversion  and  obliquities, 

perforated.     In  Mr.  Wilmer's  case  the  ah*  which  have  been  described  by  systematic 

domen  was  greatly  distended.     Six  pints  of  writers,  but  these  are  of  still  more  rare 

urine  were  drawn  off,  but  the  woman  soon  occurrence,  occasion  but  trifling  inconve- 

died.     On  inspecting  the  body,  the  bladder  nience,  and  require,   therefore,  no  detailed 

was  found  diseased,  and  containing  a  quan-  history  of  their  symptoms  and  treatment, 
tity  of  coagulated  blood ;  and  the  inflamma-         Syn^athetic  affeetiotu  of  the  brain  and 

tion  had  spnead  to  the  colon.     In  this  case  itf  the  ikoracie  and  abdominal  viscera. — 

the  umbilicus  was  protruded  like  half  a  Plethora  and  irritation  of  the  brain  and  ner- 

melon;  and  the  disease  was  at  one  time  taken  vous  system  are  frequently  observed  during 

for  hernia.     The  uterus  was  found  to  be  so  pregnancy.      Cephalalgia,  giddiness,  insom- 

firmly  wedged  in  the  pelvis,  that  it  could  nia,  drowsiness,  flushing  of  the  countenance, 

not  be  raised  up   till  the  symphysis  was  disturbed  vision  and  hearing,  are  the  most 

sawed  away.     Dr.  Bums  states  that  inflam-  common  sjrmptoms,  and  usually  precede,  in 

mation  and  gangrene  of  the  vagina  and  ex-  the  latter  months,  those  dangerous  attacks 

temsl  parts  have  also  been  produced.     If  of   puerperal    convulsions    and    apoplexy 

the  disease  do  not  prove  rapidly  fatal,  so  which  are  so  frequently  met  with  in  practice, 

much  urine  escapes  as  to  prevent  a  speedy  It  is  of  the  greatest  consequence,  when  one 

termination ;   and  it  occasionally  happens  or  more  of  these  symptoms  are  observed, 

that  hectic  fever  is  produced,  the  pulse  be-  that  the  condition  of  the  brain  and  of  the 

comes  frequent,  the  body  wastes,  and  pn-  whole  system   should  be  carefully  invest!- 

rulent  urine  is  voided ;  or  the  person  may  gated,   and  the  appropriate  treatment    be 

become  oedematous,  and  the  disease  pass  for  promptly  applied.     By  cathartics  and  low 

dropsy.    The  catheter  should  be  introduced  diet  relief  may  sometimes  be  obtained,  but  it 

into  the  bladder,  and  the  urine  drawn  ofi*,  is  generally  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 

as  soon  as  the  affection  is  detected.    The  depletion, — ^to  abstract  blood  from  the  arm, 

pressure  of  the  oa  uteri  against  the  inside  of  or  from  the  temples  or  nape  of  the  neck  by 

the  symphysis  may  be  removed  by  the  finger  leeches  and  cupping,  to  remove  the  hair  and 

being  introduced,  and  the  os  uteri  pushed  apply  cold  to  the  head,  and  to  use  all  the 

Imck,  that  the  small  elastic  catheter  may  be  other  means  which  are  known  to  have  the 

allowed  to  enter ;  and  there  are  few  cases  power  of  diminishing  the  flow  of   blood 

in  which  it  will  not  be  possible  to  relieve  the  to  the  brain.     In  these  cases  it  is  seldom 

patient  by  drawing  off  the  urine  with  the  necessary  to  abstract  large  quantities  of  blood 

catheter.    Blood  should  afterwards  be  taken  either  generally  or  locally ;  and  if  the  coun- 

from  the  arm  to  prevent  inflammation,  and  tenance  is  pale  and  the  pulse  feeble,  the  ap- 

the  uterus  should  be  left  till  it  sponta-  plication  of  leeches  to  the  temples  is  all  that 

neously  resumes  its  natural  position,  which  is  required.    There  are  some  cases,  indeed, 

it  usually  does  in  due  time  if  the  bladder  is  in  which  the  sight    is   chiefly  affected, — 

kept  empty,  without  mechanical  means  be-  where  amaurosis  has  taken  place,  with  di- 

ing  employed  for  its  reduction.  lated  pupils,  or  where  the  half  of  objects 

In  some  cases  the  uterus  immediately  re-  has  oxdy  been  seen,  and  where  no  relief  but 

covers  its  position  on  the  bladder  being  rather  an  aggravation  of  the  symptoms  has 

emptied.    Stimulating  enemata  should  fire-  followed  depletion.    These  are  cases  of  pure 

quently  be  thrown  up,  and  all  the  proper  nervous  irritation  without  plethora,  in  which 

local  means  employed  to  allay  irritation  and  a  light  nutritious  diet,  combined  with  tonics 

prevent  inflammation.    Gregoire  and  Levret  and  antispasmodics,  are  far  more  useful  than 

had  pointed  oat  retroversion  of  the  uterus  blood-letting.  Where  there  is  much  headache, 

before  it  had  been  noticed  by  any  writer  in  drowsiness,  and  flushing  of  the  face,  espe- 

this  country,  but  its  true  nature  was  imper-  dally  in  a  first  pregnancy,  depletion  is  al- 

fectly  understood  before  the  publication  of  ways  requisite.     In  the  attacks  of  hysteria 

Dr.  Hunter's  essay  on  the  subject  in  the  which  8<mietimes  occur  both  in  the  early 

fourth  and  fifth  volumes  of  the  London  and  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  periodical 
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headache  is  a  common  symptom,  but  it  ge>  no  trace  of  inflammation  in  the  -coats  of 

nerally  yields  to  the  employment  of  laxa-  the  stomach,   uteras,   or  any  part  of  the 

tives   and    antispasmodics,   without  deple-  ovum.      This   I   know  from    a  fatal   case 

tion.     I  have  seen  only  one  case  of  chorea  which  occurred  two  years  ago.     M.  Danoe 

.  during  pregnancy,  which  terminated  unfa-  has,   however,   recorded  two  cases,  where 
vourably,  and  I  feel  unable  to  offer  any  re-  inflammation  of   the    uterus  and  decidoa 
marks  on  similar  cases.     Severe  attacks  of  appeared  to  be  the  cause  of  fatal  vomit- 
toothache  are  often  experienced  by  pregnant  ing  during  pregnancy.     In   his  first  case, 
women,   but  no  operation  should  be  per-  severe  vomiting  without  fever  was  followed 
formed,  however  urgent  the  symptoms; —  in  three  montlks  by  death.     The  stomach 
the  pain  and  inflammation  should  berelieved  was  found  perfectly  healthy,   but  the  de- 
by  leeches  to  the  gums,  and  stimulants  and  cidnous  membrane  had  been  inflamed.     In 
anod3rne8.     Creosote  sometimes  does  good,  one  part  the  uterus  itself  was  remarkably 
In  a  case  which  recently  occurred,  violent  soft  ;  the  chorion  and  the  amnion  were  heal- 
toothache  took  place,  without  any  obvious  thy ;   but  between  the  uterus  and  deddoa 
cause,  a  few  days  before  the  period  of  quick-  white  false  membranes  were  found,  precisely 
ening,  «nd  the  pain  ceased  the  instant  the  similar  to  those  which  cover  the  inflamed 
movements  of  the  child  were  felt.  pleura.     Between  the  placenta  and  utenia 
All  the  organic  aflections  of  the  heart  are  was  a  layer  of  concrete  pus.     The  second 
aggravated  during  pregnancy,  and  sometimes  case  related  by  M.  Dance  likewise  proved 
prove  suddenly  fatei.    Where  they  are  pre-  fatal.     The  substance  of  the  uterus  was 
viously  known  to  exist,  and  there  is  much  found  unusually  soft  and  thin,   and  of  a 
palpitation  and  dyspnoea,  moderate  depletion,  violet  colour,  and  goi^^  with  blood.     The 
saline  purgatives,  digitalis,  and  diuretics,  are  membrana  decidua,  he  says,  participated  in 
the  principal  remedies.      Where  dropsical  the  disease.    In  cases  of  obstinate  vomiting 
effusion  takes  place,  and  great  difficulty  of  during   pregnancy,  if   the  epigastrium    is 
breathing  occurs,  it  might  be  justifiable  to  tender  on  pressure,  and  the  pulse  is  hard 
induce  premature  labour,  but  this  should  and  accelerated,  blood  should  be  drawn  from 
never  be  done  without  a  regular  consultation,  the  arm,  or,  by  leeches,  from  the  pit  of  the 
Violent  nervous  affections  of  the  heart,  simu-  stomach  ;  and,  afterwards,  a  blister  applied, 
lating  the  organic  diseases  of  the  organ,  some-  or  a  piece  of  linen  rag  soaked  in  laudumm. 
times  arise,    and  should    be  treated    like  I  have  seen  all  this  done  vrithont  the  slightest 
other  nervous  disorders  of  pregnant  women,  relief;  and  leeches,  and  blisters,  and  ano- 
Cough  is  one  of  these,  which  frequently  dynes,  also  applied  to  the  region  of  the 
harasses  women  during  the  latter  months,  uterus ;    and  calomel,  opium,  hydrocyanic 
and  defies  all  treatment  till  labour  takes  place,  add,  creosote,  chalk  mixture,  effervescing 
and  then  it  spontaneously  ceases.     Phthisis  draughts,  and  all  other  sorts  of  medicines, 
is  sometimes  retarded  by  pregnancy.     The  given  internally,  without  the  slightest  advan- 
dyspnoea  and  other  distressing  symptoms  are  tage.     Some  women  have  lived  for  weeks  in 
best  relieved  by  the  occasional  application  of  the  horizontal  position  on  a  little  brandy 
leeches  and  blisters  to  the  chest,  and  the  and  water,  or  milk  and  lime,  or  soda  water, 
internal  use    of   antimonial  and    anodyne  and  ultimately    recovered,    when    all    the 
medicines.     I  have  seen  six  or  seven  women  different  remedies  employed  produced  little 
die  from  phthisis  before  delivery  look  place,  or  no  benefit.     If  the  vomiting  is  incessant. 
Affections  of  the  digestive  organs  occur  and  there  is  great  fever  and  emaciation,  and 
more  frequently,  and  produce  a  greater  de-  all  the  different  remedies  have  failed,  the 
gree  of  suffering  to  pregnant  womeui  than  all  only  effectual    practice  is  to  destroy  the 
the  diseases  which  have  now  been  described,  ovum,  by  introducing  the  stiletted  catheter 
The  morning  sickness  is  so  common  a  symp-  into  the  uterus,  and  puncturing  the  mem- 
tom  of  pregnancy,  and  is  experienced  so  branes.     This  ought  not  to  be  deferred  too 
slightly,  that  most  women  expect  to  suffer  long,  otherwise  it  will  only  hasten  the  fatal 
from  it,  and  consider  no  medical  treatment  result.     Whatever  the  circumstances  of  the 
requisite.   Besides  obviating  constipation  by  patient  may  be,  this  operation  must  not  be 
saline  effervescing  and  other  purgatives,  the  performed  without  the  most  mature  consi- 
horizontal  position,  and  light  food,  nothing  deration. 

is  required.     But  in  some  women  the  sick-  After  what  has  been  already  stated,  I  do 

ness  is  severe  and  obstinate  in  the  highest  not  consider  it  necessary  to  offer  any  ftirther 

degree,  and  proves  not  only  a  source  of  dis-  observations  \>n  the  treatment  of  the  Various 

comfort,  but  of  real  danger.    In  the  greater  forms  of  dyspepsia  in  the  gravid  state,  or  to 

number  of  cases,  in  nearly  all,  at  least  at  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  great  atten- 

the    commencement,     the     irritability     of  tion  to  the  diet  of  pregnant  women,  and  the 

the  stomach   is   the  consequence  of  mere  careful  regulation  of  the  functions  of  the 

nervous  sympathy  with  the  uterus.     Vomit-  stomach  and  bowels.     Constipation  should 

ing  may  take  place  during  pregnancy  ao  as  be  obviated  by  mild  cathartics,  as  oleum 

io  produce  death,  and  yet  there  may  be  ridni  and  senna ;  acidity  corrected  by  mag- 
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nesia,  soda  water,  and  other  alkaline  sub-  after  conception,  a  mature  child  bein^  some- 
stances  ;  and  spasmodic  attacks  allayed  by  times  bom  before  the  expiration  of  forty 
stimulants  and  anodynes.  weeks,  and  at  other  times  not  until  the  forty 

I  shall  conclude  this  department  of  the  weeks  have  been  exceeded  by  several  days, 

course  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  duration  A  case  came  under  my  observation  very 

of  pregnancy,  and  then  proceed  to  consider  lately,  in  which  I  had  no  doubt  the  preg- 

naturid  and  difficult  labour.  nancy  existed  287  days :  the  labour  did  not 

Duration  ofutero-gestation, — ^The Roman  take  place  till  287  days  had  elapsed  from  the 

law  fixed  the  period  of  gestation  at  ten  lunar  departure  of  the  husband  of  this  lady  for  the 

months.    The  civil  code  of  Prussia  ordains  East  Indies.     Some  women  are  always  de- 

that  a  child  bom  302  days  after  the  death  of  livered  before  the  end  of  the  forty  weeks, 

the  husband  shall  be  considered  legitimate,  according  to  the  usual  calculation,  and  their 

By  the  law  of  France,  the  legitimacy  of  a  children  are  mature. 

child  cannot  be  called  in  question  who  is  I  received  a  letter  in  Febraary  1842,  from 

bora  300  days  after  the  death  or  departure  Dr.  J.  C.  Hall,  of  Bawtry,  in  which  he 

of  the  husband.    The  laws  of  England  de-  stated  a  very  curious  fact,  and  one  which  I 

clare  that  the  usual  period  of  human  utero-  am  not  aware  had  been  previously  pointed 

gestation  is  nine  calendar  months,  or  forty  out,  viz.  that  the  duration'  of  pregnancy  in 

weeks ;  farther  than  this  they  do  not  fix  a  the  cow  is  influenced  by  the  male.     In  726 

definite  period:  the  law  is  not  exact  as  to  a  few  cases,  he  found  that  with  other  males  the 

days.     Nine  calendar  months  contain  only  time  of  gestation  was  284  and  285  days  and 

275  days,  and  only  273  or  272  if  February  that  all  the  cows  impregnated  by  another 

be  included.    To  fix  bastardy  on  a  child  in  male  belonging  to  Lord  Spencer,  went  five 

Scotland,  absence  must  continue  till  within  or  six  days  longer. 

six  months  of  the  birth,  and  a  child  born  after  In  the  evidence  given  on  the  Gardner 

the  tenth  month  is  accounted  illegitimate.  Peerage  cause,  the  period  of  utero-gestation 

The  difficulty  of  determining  the  precise  was  limited,  but  not  strictly,  by  some  of  the 

time  when  impregnation  takes  place  in  the  witnesses  to  forty  weeks,  *or  280  days ;  by 

human  subject,  renders  it  almost  impossible,  others  it  was  extended  to  311  days.     Dr. 

in  any  case,  to  calculate  with  absolute  cer-  Merriman,  whose  opinion  is  always  entitled 

tainty  the  duration  of  pregnancy.    We  are,  to  much  respect,  thinks  the  greatest  number 

however,  in  possession  of  a  sufficient  number  of  women  complete  gestation  in  the  40th 

of  observations  to  establish  the  fact  that  the  week,  and  next  to  that  in  the  4l8t.     Of  114 

ordinary  period  is  about  forty  weeks,  or  280  pregnancies,  calculated  by  him  from  the  last 

days ;  but  it  is  certain  that  it  does  occa-  day  of  menstraation,  and  in  which  the  chil- 

sionally  exceed  or  fkll  short  of  this  period  dren  appeared  to  be  mature,  3  deliveries 

by  several  days.   As  we  can  never  be  certain  took  place  at  the  end  of  the  37th  week ;  13 

of  the  precise  day,  between  the  periods  of  in  the  38th ;    14  in  the  39th ;   33  in  the- 

menstmation,    when    conception    occurs —  40th ;  22  in  the  41st ;  15  in  the  42d ;  10  in 

whether  it  takes  place  immediately  after  the  the  43d ;  and  4  in  the  44tfa  week, 

last  period,  or  before  the  expected  period,  or  How  long  before  the  expiration  of  the  40 

midway  between  these — it  is  obvious  that  all  weeks  a  cUId  may  be  born  with  the  power 

calculations  founded  upon  the  cessation  of  of  supporting  life  has  not  been  determined, 

the  catamenia  must  be  extremely  uncertain.  Where   I  have  induced  premature  labour 

The  error  of  the  calculation  will  be  stDl  for  distortion  of  the  pelvis  before  the  end  of 

greater  ifthe  catamenia  should  have  appeared,  the  seventh  calendar  month  from  the  last 

or  a  discharge  like  the  catamenia  should  have  menstmation,  I  have  never  seen  a  child 

occurred  once  or  twice  after  conception,  reared.    The  lady  of  the  clergyman  in  Fife, 

Impregnation  most  frequently  takes  place  whose  case  has  ^lately  given  rise  to  so  much 

soon  after  menstmation,  but  in  others  it  discussion,  was  delivered   175   days   after 

does  not  happen  till  a  few  days  before  the  marriage,  and  the  child  lived  five  months, 

expected  period ;   so  that  two  women  may  To  what  extent  gestation  may  be  protracted 

have  menstruated  at  the  same  time,  and  one  in  some  cases  beyond  the  280  days  it  is  very 

may  have  reached  the  fuU  period  three  weeks  difficult  to  determine,  and  the  opinions  of 

before  the  other;  and  to  this  extent,  or  the  most  eminent  writers  differ  upon  the 

nearly  so,  an  opinion  founded  on  the  disap*  subject.     I  should  suspect  some  great  error 

pearance  of  the  catamenia  may  be  erroneous,  in  the  calculation  where  the  period  of  gesta- 

Calculations  of  the  duration  of  pregnancy,  tion  exceeded  300  days.     But  the  experi- 

founded  upon  what  has  been  observed  to  ments  made  upon  the  lower  animals  prove 

occur  after  casual  intercourse,  or  perhaps  a  that  there  exists  in  them  a  great  variation 

single  act,  in  individuals  who  can  have  no  between  the  shortest  and  the  longest  gesta- 

motive  to  tell  us  what  is  false,  are  likely  to  tion ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend  why 

be  much  more  correct ;  and  the  conclusion  there  should  be  a  difference  in  this  respect 

to  be  drawn  from  these  is,  that  labour  usually,  in  the  human  species. 

but  not  invariably,  comes  on  about  280  days  Mons.  Tessier  made  observations  on  2136 
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animals,  besides  those  on  incubatioRi  yiz.  dnced  witlKmt  prodocnig  any  notable  altera. 

579  cows,  447  mares,  161  rabbits,  28  sowt,  tion  in  the  rest  of  the  organization ;  and, 

912  sheep,  2  asses,  8  buffaloes,  4  bitches,  judging  from  the  dissections  which  stand 

Of  the  577  cows,  whose  period  of  gestation  upon  the  table  before  you,  and  pf  which 

is  the  same  as  in  the  human  species,  234  these  are  drawings,  it  would  seem  that  tbey 

caWed  before  the  280th  day ;   331  between  result  from  an  increased  development  and 

the  280th  and  the  299th  day ;  and  10  be-  peculiar  arrangement  of  a  common  aponea- 

tween  the  300th  and  the  321st  day.    The  rosis  to  be  found  in  all  fish.     Thus,  in  the 

difference    between    the   longest   and    the  torpedo,  of  which  a  transrerse  section  is 

shortest  period  was  81  days ;  and  the  great-  here  seen  in  comparison  with  a  similar  sec- 

est   extension   amounted  to  41   days  be-  tion  of  the  ray,  it  is  produced  by  an  hyper- 

yond  280.  trophy,  as  it  were,  of  the  aponeurosis  which 

Of  the  447  mares,  whose  period  of  preg*  ezbts  between  the  branchiae  and  the  great 

nancy  is  11  months,  405  foaled  between  the  semilunar  cartilages,  and  not,  as  Geoffroy 

329th  and  the  359th  day ;   35  from  the  supposed,  by  an  enlargement  of  a  glandular 

359th  to  the  377th ;  and  7  between  this  and  structure.     By  comparing  the  sections  of  the 

the  419th  day.    The  difference  between  the  gymnotus  and  conger,  abo  here  presenred* 

extremes  being  129  days,  and  the  greatest  we  find  in  both  the  same  number  of  dooal 

protraction  84  days.    The  greatest  variation  and  literal  planes  of  motoiflBf  with  Aeir 

in  the  912  sheep  was  11  days,  and  the  eX'  intervening  aponearotio  septa,  the  lower  one 

treme  protraction  6  days.     In  the  rabbit,  of  which  has  become,  in  the  gymnotus, 

whose  natural  period  is  1  month,  the  dif-  amazingly  developed,  and  so  has  formed  the 

ference  was  8  days.     Of  912  sheep,  whose  greater  electrical  organ,  which,  by  ita  in-  j 

natural  period  of  gestation  is  5  months,  or  crease,  hss  pushed  up  the  other  planes  of  1 

about  151  days,  282  yeaned  from  the  146th  muscles,  one  only  remaining   beneath  it, 

day  to  the  150ths334  from  the  150th  to  and  which  intervenes  between  it  and  the 

the  153d ;  84  from  the  153d  to  the  155th ;  lesser  organ,  which  arises  in  a  similar  manner 

7  on  the  156th  day*;   5  on  the  157th.    The  from  the  increase  of  an  inferior  septum.     In 

greatest  variation  being  1 1  days.  the  silurus  it  is  the  enveloping  aponeurosifl 

In  the  next  lecture  we  shall  proceed  to  which  has  become  developed  into  a  battery, 
consider  Parturition.  From  these  considerations  we  cannot  regard 
.  U^e  electrical  oigans  as  superadded  struc- 
tures, but  rather  as  the  increase  of  a  common 
LECTURE  integament;   we  know,  from  the  study  of 

ON  comparative  anatomy,  how  chary  nature  is  of  I 

AxrT-ft/r4T     i^TTi^r«^*^..»«  ■"'y  addition  to  the  animal  structure,  and  in  ! 

ANIMAL    ELECTRICITY,  any  other  point  of  view  here  would  be  an 

Delivered  at  the  Polytechnic  InatHution,  "Edition  of  a  marvellous  and  unparalleled 

hrfore  the  Membera  of  the  Electrical  character:    it  is  probable,  too,   that  the 

Society,  examination  of   neighbouring   species  will 

^„-  Tiirn*To  exhibit  to  us  the  same  aponeurosis  in  pro- 

tJy  n.  i^xTHBBY,  M.B.  A.L.S.  gress  of  increase.    Dr.  Davy  has  also  found 

Cnrator  of  the  Museum,  and  Lecturer  on  Q>m-  that  the  growth  and  formation  of  the  batterv 

parative  Anatomy  at  the  linden  Hospital.  of  the    torpedo  is  of  comparativelylS 

[Condnded  from  p.  891.]  occurrence;  in  very  young  fiah  there  is  little 

,  ,.  .        T —  evidence  of  its  existence,  but  it  is  formed,  as 

IN    generalizing,    then,    upon     the   fiicts  he  supposes,  from  matters  absorbed  by  the 

which  we  have  learnt  from  our  inquiries  into  branchial  filaments,  and  if  Hunter's  observe-  i 

tiie  anatomy  of  these  singular  animaU,  we  tions  be  correct  respectmg  the  yearly  addl-  ! 

find  that  th^  are  all  inhabitants  of  the  tions  to  the  organ,  they  are  further  evidence 

water ;  that  their  bodies  are  not  covered  by  of  our  opinion. 

scales,  but  by  a  thick  mucus,  which  is  se-        Thus,  then,  the  two,  and  the  only  propo- 

creted  by  glmds  lymg  abundandy  in  the  sitions  which  dissection  has  furnished  us,  aie 

neighbourhood  of  the  head  and  electrical  the  existence  of  peculiar  organs  composed 

organs ;  while  m  their  interior  we  discover  alternately  of  septa  and  fluid,  and  a  larjre 

a  remarkable  organ  called  the  battery,  com-  supply  of  nervous  enemy  to  these  :  fit)m 

posed  alternately  of  aponeurotic  septa,  whose  these  two  data,  together  with  others  that  are 

fibres  are  so  srranged  as  to  form  cells,  in  to  be  derived  from  experiments  on  the  meti- 

which  is  contamed  an  albumino-geLitinous  lated  animal,  are  we  to  form  our  oninion  as 

flmd ;   moreover,  these  organs  are  abun-  to  the  origin  of  their  electrical  foroeT  But 

f^ll  ■'JPP^*^  ^'^^  »«^«»»  °»"<*  n^ore  so,  first,  we  may  take  a  brief  review  of  the 

Z^o«L^iif"  "^^^^.^y  ^  ^  <^o«nmon  different  notions  that  have  been  entertained 

C^w  iiSf'     Nona  the  organ  a  vital  relative  to  its  nature  and  cause.    In  1678, 

^DcTd  Tt^.       )""'  ^  ^1  ".  ^^'^y  **»«  '^*^  ^^"^^^  »'  «»«  ^«^  of  which  was 

wipposed,  a  tegumtntary  modification,  intro-  Redi  and  his  pupU  Lorcnsini,  supposed  that 
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the  sbock  of  the  torpedo  was  dependent  on  us  to  consider  the  arguments  which  exist 
the  thrill  produced  by  the  contraction  of  upon  both  sides  of  the  question,  premising 
certain  muscles,  called  by  the  latter  mtucuU  that  it  is  everywhere  sufficiently  proved  and 
falcatij  of  which  he  considered  the  battery  admitted  that  the  organs  are  in  some  way 
to  be  composed ;  and  this  was  the  general  immediately  connected  with  the  manifestatiou 
opinion  until  the  days  of  Hunter,  whose  dis-  of  the  electrical  phenomena.     And  fi/st,  Do 
sections  showed  that  Lorenzini  had  mistaken  the  organs  themselves  originate  the  power  ? 
the  columns  of  electrical  organ  for  muscles.  The  advocates  of  this  opinion  found  their 
Another  notion,  equally  absurd,  was  preva-  arguments  upon  the  analogy  which  the  mc- 
lent,  that  it  depended  on  the  effluvia  of  cer*  chanical  arrangement  of  the  battery  furnishes 
tain  small  particles  which  arose  from  the  to  a  voltaic  pile,  it  being  composed  of  alter- 
flsh*s  body.     About  a  century  later,  when  nate  layers  of  dissimilar  substances  :  in  such 
the  discovery  of  the  Leyden  phial  became  a  point  of  view  there  ought  not  to  be  a 
better  known,  the  analogy  of  its  effects  with  single  square  inch  throughout  any  animal 
those  of  the  torpedo  were  soon  recognised,  frame  but  should  be  a  galvanic  battery. 
Walsh  and  Muschenbroek  were  the  first  to  But  the  principle  itself,  namely,  that   of 
direct  attention  to  them,  though  they  failed  contact,  is,  in  aU  probability,  erroneous,  and 
in  establishing  their  identity,  and  were  even  every  day  brings  fresh  facts  to  overturn 
unable  to  get  the  more  common  effects  of  Volta's  theory.     But  again,  the  careful  con- 
electricity.     The  Hon.  Mr.  Cavendish,  how-  sideration  of  the  elements,  and  their  arrange- 
ever,  nothing  daunted  by  these  failures,  soon  ment  in  a  voltaic  pile,  will  show,  as  Schon- 
proved  that  the  effects  of  a  Leyden  phial  bien  has  asserted,  that  the  living  organ  does 
would  be  similarly  destroyed  if  subjected  to  not  possess  even  an  indeterminate  resem- 
the  conditions  imder  which  a  torpedo  mani-  blance,  much  less  identity  of  circumstance 
fested  its  discharge.     He  discovered   that  under  which  the  electric  phenomena  are  pro- 
any  number  of  bodies  making  so  many  cir-  duced  in  the  two.     But,  for  argument's  sake, 
cults,  each  would  carry  a  part  of  the  elec-  were  we  to  admit  that  the  experiments  of 
tricity  during  a  discharge,  and  in  proportion  Humboldt,  of  Pfaff,  Bruntzen,  Provost  and 
to  its  conducting  power,  Uiat  if  the  discharge  Dumas,  Kaentz,  and  others,  have  proved 
take  place  through  water,  the  water  is  a  con-  that  the  contact  of  dissimilar  animal  sub- 
ductor  all  around,  but  in  proportion  to  its  stances  is  capable  of  producing  electricity, 
distance.     By  using    a  torpedo    made    of  and  even  admitting  that  the  arrangement  of 
leather,  and  having  one  disc  of  metal  upon  the  pile  exists  in  the  organ,  what  do  we 
the  doraal  and  anotiier  on  the  ventral  surface,  explain  ?    Merely  a  generation   of   power 
and  connecting  these  respectively  with  the  which  we  have  means  of  accounting  for  much 
ends  of  a  battery  of  49  small  jars  previously  better.      It  gives  us  no  idea  how  it  is  to  be 
charged,  he  obtained  effects  precisely  similar  accumulated,  why  it  should  be  at  the  volun- 
to  those  of  the  torpedo ;    and  found,  more-  tary  service  of  the  animal,  why  its  action 
over,  thathecouldnotget  the  spark,  or  make  does  not  go  on  at  all  times  like  that  of  a 
the  discharge  pass  across  the  nick  in  a  piece  constant  battery,  and  its  discharges,  there- 
of tinfoil ;  but  still,  all  these  only  went  to  fore,  be  regular  and  constant,  and  why,  if  it 
prove  an  apparent  identity  of  the  phenomena,  be  due  to  the  physical  arrangement,  we  do 
they  gaye  no  idea  whatever  of  the  origin  of  the  not  get  shocks  directly  after  death,  or  when 
force :   and  so  things  remained  for  a  quarter  the  nerves  are  divided :  in  this  case,  the 
of  a  century,  when  Volta  announced  the  elements  of  the  battery,  for  a  short  time  at 
discovery  of  his  wonderful  pile— asserting  least,  must  remain  the  same.     To  my  mind, 
that  two  diasimilar  bodies  placed  in  con-  this  is  a   most  unsatisfactory  explanation, 
tact  gave  rise  to  electricity.    Such  an  an-  and  we  must  rather  look  to  the  brain  and 
nouncement  was  certain    to   attract  fresh  nervous  centres  for  the  force  which  accumu- 
attention  to  animal  electricity,  and  the  elec-  lates  in  the  battery  in  the  same  manner  as 
trical  organ  of  the  torpedo  was  likened  to  electricity  does  in  a  Leyden  phial.     Experi- 
hispile.     Many  misgirings,  however,  existed  ments  on  mutilated  animals  also  tend  to 
as  to  the  analogy  of  their  effects — Sir  H.  support  this  view.    Thus  we  find,  in  thp 
Davy  asserting  that  they  were  more  allied  to  first  place,  that  the  shock  is  only  manifested 
those  of  ordinary  than  to  voltaic  electricity ;  while  the  nerves  are  entire.     Todd  found 
nor  could  he  see  in  the  battery  the  arrange-  that  on  making  a  division  of  the  nerves 
ment  of  a  galvanic  apparatus.     His  brother*  which  go  to  the  battery,  (and  this  he  did 
too.  Dr.  Davy,  entertained  similar  opinions,  without  injury  to  the  other  parts,)  the  animal, 
and  likened  them  to  the  effects  of  common  though  it  lived  as  long  as  the  uninjured  tor- 
electricity  of  lai^e  quantity  but  small  ten*  pedo,  and  seemed  equally  lively,  yet  it  ceased 
sion.     Such,  also,  is  the  idea  formed  of  it  to  give  shocks  when  irritated ;  andMatteucd 
by  many  of  our  ablest  electricians  at  this  found  that  the  intensity  of  the  shock  di- 
time,  although  there  are  not  a  few  physiolo-  minished  exactly  in  the  ratio  of  the  number 
gists  who  stUl  adopt  the  explanation    of  of   nerves  which  be    divided.     Moreover, 
Volta ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  necessary  for  Matteocci  has  further  observed  that  irritation 


920           DR,  LETHEBY'S  LECTURE  ON  ANIMAL  ELECTRICITY. 

of  the  brain  would  produce  shocks  after  the  supplied  with  nerresy  nor  do  the  nerves 
animal  had  otherwise  ceased  to  exhibit  them,  seem  neoessarj  for  any  sensation  which  can 
And  Davy  remarked,  that  when  a  small  por-  be  supposed  to  belong  to  the  electrical 
tion  of  brain  was  left  attached  to  the  nerves  organs  ;  and  with  respect  to  action,  there  ia 
of  the  battery,  it  shocked  an  assistant  who  no  part  of  cny  animal  with  which  I  am 
held  it. .  Humboldt,  also,  cut  a  gymnotus  acquainted,  however  strong  and  constant  its 
transversely  through  the  middle  of  its  body,  natural  actions  may  be,  which  has  so  great  • 
and  found  that  the  anterior  portion  alone  proportion  of  nerves.  If,  then,  it  be  pro- 
was  able  to  give  shocks.  Dr.  Todd  has  bable  that  those  nerves  are  not  necessary  for 
divided  all  parts  around  the  organ,  except  the  purposes  of  sensation  or  action,  may  we 
the  nerves,  and  with  the  organs  thus  insu-  not  conclude  that  they  are  subservient  to  the 
lated  he  was  able  to  get  the  shocks  just  as  formation,  collection,  and  management  of 
usual.  Now  if  it  had  been  dependent  on  the  electrical  fluid,  especially  as  it  appears 
circulation  and  secretion,  the  battery  should  evident,  from  Mr.  Walsh's  ezperimentSy  that 
have  ceased  to  act.  Spallanzani,  too,  found  the  will  of  the  animal  does  absolutely  control 
that  the  extirpation  of  the  heart  did  not  the  electric  powers  of  its  body,  which  mnet 
diminish  the  shock  until  the  great  loss  of  depend  on  the  energies  of  the  nerves.  Tak- 
blood  had  reduced  the  vital  powers  generally,  ing  idl  these  points,  then,  into  consiifemtiooy 
and  therefore  it  could  not  have  be^  depen-  it  appears  far  the  most  probable  that  the 
dent  on  circulation  or  secretion.  electric  fluid  is  derived  from  the  brain,  to  be 

Again,  the  evident  nervous  exhaustion  sent  along  the  nerves,  and  concentrated  in 
which  is  manifested  after  repeated  discharges,  the  battery,  whence  it  is  di^diarged  through 
or,  as  Dr.  Faraday  expresses  it,  "  the  ap-  the  water  in  a  determinate  direction.  It  is 
parently  equivalent  productions  of  electricity  also  probable  that  the  discharge  takes  place 
in  proportion  to  &e  quantity  of  nervous  spontaneously,  as  in  Harris's  unit  jar,  when 
force  consumed,''  would  favour  this  view :  the  tension  has  become  sufficiently  great  to 
it  was  also  observed,  that  the  animal  which  overcome  the  resistance  offered  to  its  passage; 
he  experimented  on  at  the  Adelaide  Gallery  and  the  animal  appearing  aware  of  this,  and 
appeared  fatigued  and  exhausted  after  an  having  no  control  over  its  direction,  adopt* 
evening's  illustration  ;  and  this  fact  is  made  the  position  best  suited  to  concentrate  it  on 
still  more  evident  by  the  Indian  method  of  its  prey.  The  gymnotus,  in  giving  a  shock, 
capturing  the  fish.  Todd  also  noticed  the  either  attaches  itself  directly  to  the  body  to 
same  fact  relative  to  the  torpedo  t  he  took,  be  shocked,  or  else,  bending  itself  into  a 
for  instance,  two  of  these  fish  of  the  same  size  semicircle,  it  makes  the  animal  complete  the 
and  vigour,  and  while  one  was  allowed  to  circuit  between  the  head  and  tail.  Hie  tor- 
remain  quiet,  the  other  he  irritated  to  give  pedo  also  struggles  violently  before  giving  m 
repeated  shocks,  and  it  soon  became  ex-  shock,  in  order  to  bring  its  dorsal  and  ven- 
hausted  and  died,  though  the  former  lived  tral  surfaces  to  bear  at  the  same  time  «poft 
t'lree  days  ;  and  this  he  found  was  generally  the  animal. 

the  cose.     Dr.  Davy  also  noticed  that  with  And  now,  to  look  back  upon  our  inqmrie» 

a  great  expenditure  of  the  electrical  force  has  into  the  phenomena  of  these  singnlw  ani- 

resulted  a  want,  as  it  were,  of  nervous  energy  mals,  we  cannot  but  have  observed  many 

in  other  parts :  some  torpedos  on  which  he  facts  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  physiologist : 

experimented  were  found,  after  several  days,  and  without  advancing  to  the  specnlationa 

with  fish  in  their  stomachs  not  in  the  least  as  to  the  abstract  principle  of  life,  against 

digested.     Let  us  look,  again,  at  the  volun-  which  1  cautioned  you  at  the  outset  of  this 

tary  nature  of  the  discharge,  and  it  would  lecture,  we  may  be  permitted  to  investigate 

seem  as  if  the  animal  was  capable  of  knowing  the  cause  of  its  secondary  operations,  and  of 

when  the  shock  was  effective,  for  it  will  not  the  manifestation  of  those  actions  by  which 

repeat  it  except  with  advantt^e.  we  become  cognizant  of  the  existence  of  such 

Lastly,  we  cannot  but  be  struck  with  the  a  principle.  Without  the  nervous  agency 
great  amount  of  nervous  supply  which  each  we  should  have  no  conceptions,  and  in  all 
organ  possesses  :  it  was  this  circumstance,  probability  there  would  be  no  evidences  of 
indeed,  which  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  animal  life  ;  it  is  through  it  we  become  pos- 
Hunter,  who  says,  "  that  the  magnitude  and  sessed  of  our  relation  to  the  external  worid, 
number  of  the  nerres  bestowed  on  these  and,  though  we  pause  to  inquire  what  this 
organs,  in  proportion  to  the  size,  must,  on  may  be,  yet  we  do  not  hazurd  ourselves  m 
reflection,  appear  as  extraordinary  as  the  step  farther.  When  I  study  the  compliea- 
phenomena  they  afford.  Nerves  are  given  tions  of  a  piece  of  machinery,  and  the  force 
to  parts  either  for  sensation  or  action  :  now,  which  keeps  these  in  action,  it  does  not  im- 
if  we  except  the  more  important  senses  of  ply  an  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  that  ma- 
seeing,  hearing,  smelling,  and  tasting,  which  chine  :  the  first  is  intelligible,  and  within 
do  not  belong  to  the  electrical  organs,  there  our  reach ;  the  latter  abstractedly  cannot  be : 
is  no  part,  even  of  the  most  perfect  animal,  the  principle  that  called  the  living  world  into 
which,  in  proportion  to  iu  size,  is  so  liberally  existence  is  as  rife  in  its  simplest  creature 
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as  it  is  in  the  highest  and  most  complex  of  Mattencci,  also,  has  obsenred  a  deviation  in 

God's  works.     Tlie  simple  monad,  or  even  the  galvanometer,  amounting  to  fifteen  or 

its  germ,  may  possess  as  much,  or  more,  of  twenty  degrees,  when  the  liver  and  stomach 

this  element  than  man — the  tenacity  of  it,  at  of  a  rabbit  were  connected  with  the  platina 

any  rate,  is  greater;  but  there  can  be  no  ends  of  a  galvanometer^-an  action  which  was 

question    that  the  phenomeoa  which  they  not  due  to  the  different  chemical  properties 

exhibit  are  incomparable :  and  these  seem  to  of  the  secretions,  for  it  ceased  with  death ; 

pursue  a  ratio  exactly  equivalent  to  the  and,  more  recently.  Professor  Zantideschi 

amount  of  chemical  action  which  they  ex-  and  Dr.  Favio  assert,  that  in  all  warm- 

hibit,  and  to  the  development  of  systems,  blooded  animals  there  are  two  electro-vital 

of  which  the  nervous  is  one  necessary  to  its  or  neuro-electric  currents ;  one  external  or 

manifestation.  cutaneous,  which  directs  itself  from  the  ex- 

In  our  investigations  we  have  seen  that  tremities  to  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  and  the 
the  phenomena  of  electrical  fish  are  due  to  other  internal,  going  from  the  cerebro-spinal 
electricity,  and  that  they  derive  this  from  the  axis  to  the  internal  organs.  These  currents 
brain.  In  all  probability  it  is  not  a  pecu-  grow  weaker  in  proportion  as  life  ceases,  or 
liar  force  evidenced  only  in  these  fish,  but  is  as  pain  is  felt,  while  the  convulsive  or  volun- 
the  common  one  of  nervism ;  and  the  force  tary  movements  give  a  strong  current  or  in- 
which  traverses  all  nerves  may  be  elec-  crease  the  discharge, 
tricity.  This  is  a  notion  which  has  been  I  do  not  refer  to  the  experiments  of  Pre- 
loDg  entertained  by  many  of  our  ablest  phy-  vost  and  Dumas,  although  confirmatory  of 
Biologists ;  for  experiment  shews  us,  that  a  this  positioui  because  their  truth  has  been 
current  of  electricity  sent  along  the  different  questioned ;  nor  perhaps  am  I  warranted  in 
nerves  produces  effects  precisely  analogous  mentioning  those  of  Vasseur  and  Berandi, 
to  those  which  are  consequent  upon  the  who  assert  that  needles  passed  through  the 
transit  of  the  nervous  force.  If  it  be  sent  nerves  of  a  living  animal  become  magnetic, 
along  motor  nerves,  muscular  action  is  the  while  divurion  of  the  cord,  they  say,  destroys 
result ;  along  sensitive  ones,  we  affect  the  this  property,  but  the  inhalation  of  oxygen 
sensation  peculiar  to  that  nerve.  Thus,  by  increases  it.  M.  David  also  reports,  that 
means  of  a  simple  galvanic  current  passed  he  has  seen  a  galvanometer  deflected  when 
through  the  eye,  we  produce  the  effect  of  its  poles  were  inserted  into  the  bared  nerve 
light ;  through  the  auditory  nerve,  that  of  of  an  animal,  and  it  was  made  to  move,  and 
sound  ;  and  the  nerves  of  taste  and  smell  that  there  was  no  motion  when  the  spinal 
may  be  similarly  acted  on.  Indeed,  Dr.  cord  was  divided.  Miiller  has  repeated  both 
Wttson  Philip  has  even  asserted  that  he  can  these  experiments  without  success.  But, 
produce  the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice  supposing  that  we  had  never  yet  detected  a 
by  sending  a  current  along  the  divided  pneu-  current  of  electricity  traversing  the  nerves 
mogastric  nerves.  Some  deny  this ;  but  it  during  functional  activity,  we  are  not  there- 
is  evident  we  can  augment  the  secretion  of  fore  to  conclude  that  there  is  no  traverse  of 
saliva  and  of  the  tears  by  means  of  electri-  an  electric  current.  We  should  bear  in 
city.  This  may  be  said,  however,  to  be  mind  the  great  effects  which  our  weakest  and 
merely  a  stimulus.  I  do  not  quarrel  with  otherwise  inappreciable  currents  are  capable 
the  explanation — it  does  it — but  I  may  ask  of  producing  on  the  living  muscle ;  and,  to 
what  they,  mean  ?  detect  a  current  of  as  woik  tension  as  must 

But  when  we  assume  that  the  nervous  be  that  of  the  nerves,  we  should  possess  gal- 
force  is  electri^,  because  a  current  of  elec-  vanometers  as  delicate  as  living  muscle, 
tricity  sent  along  the  nerves  will  give  rise  to  Matteucci  has  lately,  indeed,  used  this ;  and, 
effects  similating  the  vital  functions,  we  by  its  means,  is  able  at  any  time  to  make  the 
ought,  upon  the  principle  of  action  and  re-  leg  of  one  frog  contract  by  connecting  it 
action,  to  be  able,  during  the  natural  perform-  with  a  wound  made  in  that  of  another.  We 
ance  of  these  functions,  to  detect  a  current  of  assert  too  much,  also,  when  we  say  that  the 
electricity.  Various  experimenters  have  in-  nerves  are  not  better  conductors  of  electri- 
quired  into  the  truth  of  this,  but  with  some-  city  than  any  other  parts.  There  are  certain 
what  contradictory  results.  We  should  re-  facts  which  seem  to  prove  that  they  are ; 
member,  however,  that  most  of  these  have  nay,  more,  that  the  central  pulp  is  the  con- 
originated  in  preconceived  notions.  Thus,  ducting  agent ;  and  this  explains  the  action 
Person,  Miiller,  and  some  others,  assert  of  a  ligature  or  compression  on  a  nerve.  I 
that  they  have  never  detected  free  electricity  have  before  met  ike  principal  alignment 
traversing  the  nerves.  Hermer,  however,  against  the  identity  of  the  nervous  and  elec- 
Phaff,  and  Ahriens,  have ;  and  this  not  only  trical  forces,  namely,  that  any  stimulus  will 
in  the  lower  aninuds,  but  in  man :  and  the  do  as  much  towards  exciting  the  action  of  a 
latter  observers  assert  that  it  is  increased  nerve  as  electricity.  True ;  but  every  one 
after  spirituous  drinks,  but  diminished  as  the  of  these  are  originators  of  electricity, 
body  cools ;  in  other  words,  it  is  in  the  ratio  From  these  propositions  we  are  warranted 
of  Uie  chemical  changes  of  the  respiration,  in  assuming  that  it  is  the  force  of  common 
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neirism ;  and  there  are  many  who  entertain  tio  existing  between  this  amount  of  expen* 
a  similar  opinion.  Dr.  Watson,  in  his  Lee-  ditare  and  the  activity  of  the  respiratory 
tores  on  Medicine,  which  were  published  changes ;  in  cold-blooded  animals,  and  in 
last  year,  says,  **  I  incline  to  the  opinion  animals  during  hybernation,  there  is  an  apa- 
that  the  influence  which  originates  in  the  thy  and  want  of  energy  in  all  their  move- 
grey  matter,  and  is  transmitted  by  the  white,  ments,  while  in  the  hot  and  actively  respir- 
will  be  found  at  last  to  consist  in,  or  be  ing  bird  there  is  a  proportional  increased 
nearly  allied  to,  electricity;"  and  Dr.  Fa-  expenditure  and  exhibition  of  nervous  energy, 
raday  observes,  '*  that  from  the  time  It  was  To  look,  then,  at  the  phenomena  of  life,  we 
shewn  that  electricity  could  perform  the  see  they  are  manifested  by  a  something 
functions  of  the  nervous  influence,  he  has  which  originates  from  chemical  action,  tra- 
had  no  doubt  of  their  very  close  relation,  verses  the  nerves,  and  produces  in  the  am- 
end they  probably  are  effects  of  one  common  mal  body  combinations  and  decompositions, 
cause.''  This  was,  moreover.  Dr.  Wilson  From  the  former  result  nutrition  and  repro- 
Philip's  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  Wollaston,  duction  ;  it  is  the  force  oi  vegttath>€  iife, 
Treviranus,  Carus,  Prevost  and  Dumas,  while  decomposition  determines  animal  life, 
Matteucci,  Meissner,  and  many  others.  Nor  It  is  an  ascertained  physiological  fiict,  that 
should  I  forget  to  add  the  name  of  Sir  J.  when  parts  cease  to  perform  their  dnties, 
llerschel,  who  says  that  the  present  state  whether  naturally  or  otherwise,  they  begin 
of  electrical  science  warrants  the  conjecture  to  waste,  and  the  function  of  nutrition  be- 
that  the  bfain  and  spinal  marrow  form  an  comes  altered.  We  believe,  therefore,  that 
electrical  organ,  which  is  spontaneously  the  passage  of  the  nervous  current  is  neces- 
discharged  along  the  nerves  at  brief  inter-  sary  to  their  growth  and  sustenance ;  while, 
vals,  when  the  tension  of  the  electricity  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  also  sufficient 
reaches  a  certain  point.  reason  for  believing  that  every  mental  effort, 
But  with  all  this  we  have  yet  to  inquire  every  sensation,  every  muscdiar  movement, 
into  the  origin  of  the  electrical  force,  is  accompanied  by  corresponding  changes  in 
and,  secondly,  how  it  arrives  at  the  brain  to  the  brain  and  muscle ;  its  elements  are  given 
be  at  the  voluntary  service  of  the  animal.  -  up  to  enter  into  new  combinations  with 
In  the  inorganic  kingdom  the  source  of  oxygen,  from  which  electricity  again  results ; 
electricity  is  chemical  action.  It  is  the  and  thus  the  circle  is  completed, 
same  without  doubt  in  the  living  organism ;  It  is,  however,  a  question  of  a  more  intri- 
indeed,  the  great  element  of  existence  seems  cate  character  as  to  how  this  electrical  force 
to  be  chemical  action ;  and  the  wonder  is  made  available,*  and  reaches  the  brain — 
wonld  be,  how  these  could  be  maintained  whether  it  be  by  the  incident  nerves,  or  by 
without  the  development  of  electricity,  the  blood  in  the  vessels  themselves.  Meiss- 
Many  of  the  principles  of  our  food,  as  well  ner  supposed  that  the  blood  became  charged 
as  the  old  matters  formerly  components  of  with  electricity  in  the  lungs  during  the  pro* 
our  bodies,  are  undergoing,  through  respi-  cess  of  respiration,  and  this,  by  traversing 
ration,  combustion,  and  being  converted  the  ganglionic  nerves,  reached  the  brain,  and 
into  carbonic  acid  and  water.  The  result  of  was  here  accumulated  for  use.  These  are 
these  changes  must  be  a  manifestation  of  points  concerning  which,  at  this  stage  of  our 
heat  and  electricity.  The  former  keeps  up  inquiry,  we  can  only  speculate.  Hitherto 
the  temperature  of  our  bodies ;  the  latter,  in  our  attentions  have  not  been  sufficiently  di- 
my  opinion,  serves  to  maintain  the  vital  rected  to  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  we 
functions ;  for  we  find,  when  we  check  re-  are  consequently  not  in  a  position  to  attempt 
spiration  or  oxidation,  we  check  every  out-  an  explanation.  There  are  certain  points, 
ward  evidence  of  life ;  while,  on  the  other  however,  which  are  worthy  of  consideration, 
hand,  if  we  increase  it,  either  by  the  inhala-  We  find  that  the  termination  of  nerves  is  in 
tion  of  a  purer  or  denser  atmosphere,  or  loops  ;  that  is,  they  return  upon  themselves 
one  containing  more  oxygen,  as  protoxide  at  both  extremities,  and  thus  complete  their 
of  nitrogen,  for  instance,  'we  increase  these  circuit.  The  one  loop  is  in  the  brain  or 
evidences ;  and  so  also  when  we  increase  cord,  the  other  at  the  periphery ;  and  we 
chemical  action,  by  throwing  into  the  sys-  observe,  moreover,  that  both  of  these  loops 
tem  compounds  which  are  c«sily  burnt,  as,  are  imbedded  in  an  intricate  plexus  of  ca- 
for  example,  spirituous  drinks ;  so  that,  to  pillary  vessels.  It  is  in  these  capillaries 
use  tlie  words  of  Professor  Liebig,  "  all  that  the  great  chemical  changes  of  the  body 
vital  activity  arises  from  the  mutual  action  are  being  effected ;  and  we  may,  from  these 
of  the  oxygen  of  the  air  and  the  elements  of  data  alone,  speculate  rather  exteosively  upon 
the  food :"  therefore,  every  phenomenon  of  the  phenomena  of  reflex  action,  but  that 
life  is  dependent  on  cheroicad  action ;  and  there  is  neither  time  nor  warrant  for  such, 
there  is  sufficient  of  this  going  on  in  every  We  are  less  able,  however,  to  understand  the 
organism  to  account  for  the  expenditures  act  of  volition — how,  at  any  time  when  we 
which  are  incidental  to  the  most  active  exis-  will,  a  movement,  a  connection  as  it  were, 
tencc.     There  is,  moreover,  a  constant  ra-  should  be  established,  or  a  current  of  elec- 
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tridtj  lent  out.  But  the  phenaraenan  of  a  teen  thiit  the  phenooienft  or  the  electrical 
siogle  moTemenC  is  little  compared  with  fish  are  electrical,  and  that  they  derive  this 
those  of  the  aaeodatod  onet,  where  there  ia  force  from  the  brain. 
B  demand  for  the  operation  of  a  number  of  2d!y,  That  electricity  sent  aloa^  «>*(■ 
mascles,  whose  work  must  be  done  can-  giTes  rise  in  the  liiing  orguiani  to  effects 
jointly,  and  with  just  no  much  contraction,  precisely  simulHting  the  Tital;  and  that,  dur- 
■nd  DO  more,  or  we  ihonld  ftil  in  oor  pur.  ing  the  performance  of  the  sital  functtons, 
pose.  When  we  consider  also  the  multi-  electricity  can  be  detected  trsTersing  the  body. 
todca  of  effects  which  one  seriei  of  muBcles  3dly.  That  all  vitality  results  from  che- 
ii  capable  of  producing  by  their  varied  de-  mii»l  action,  and  that  chemical  action  gives 
grees  and  ordera  of  contraction,  we  are  atSI    liae  to  electricity. 

more  amued.  To  refer,  for  inataBee,  aa  Dr.  Lastly,  that  electricity  in  motion  gives 
Carpenter  has  heaatibHy  abtnrn,  to  the  riie  to  combinationa  and  decompogiliona, 
mnsclei  of  the  tarym.  All  onr  aoands  or  and  that  tbe  nervous  force  does  the  same, 
toaea  aie  pmdnced  by  the  vibration  of  the  But  though  we  have  learnt  thus  much  con- 
vecal  cords,  whose  degree  of  contraction  is  ceming  the  phenomena  of  life,  we  are  yet 
not  more  than  the  eighth  of  an  inch,  and  perhaps  but  npon  the  threahold  of  what  we 
yet  the  stages  within  this  short  space  are  may  be  permitted  to  know.  Nature  seems 
Bufflcient,  in  ordmarily  cultivated  voices,  to  to  have  eihibiled  in  these  antmala  glimpses 
produce  240  iotonations,  and  in  practised  into  her  more  intricateoperations;  has  lifted 
vocalists  the  number  ia  mach  greater.  It  is  the  veil  which  before  formed  an  impenetrable 
said  that  Madame  Mara  was  able  to  sound  screen  to  tbe  comprebenaion  of  her  su- 
100  distinct  intervals  between  each  tone;  blimest  wonders.  There  is,  as  Sir  H.Davy 
and  the  compass  of  her  voice  was  at  least  expressed  it,  '■  a  gleam  of  light  worth  pnr- 
threeoctave9,ortwenty-Cwatone3;sothattbe  suing,"  and  which  may  by  its  cnltivatioD 
total  namber  of  intervsla  was  2200,  and  all  tend  to  illumine  and  make  intelligible  every 
comprised  in  the  contracting  space  of  one-  problem  connected  with  physiology,  and 
nghth  of  an  inch  ;  so  that  it  might  be  aaid  thus  raise  the  study  of  electricity  to  the 
she  was  able  to  determine  the  eontractions  highest  poaicion  among  the  phyucal  sciences, 
of  her  vocal  muscles  to  the  17-lOOOth  part 

Of  an  inch  )  and  this  could  all  be  done  at  ^lO-  !■ 

will,  and  with  the  most  perfect  exactness. 
And  then,  again,  look  at  tbe  rajudity  with 
which  we  can  effect  these  movements. 
Many  persons  will  pronounce  \bOO  letters 
in  a  minute,  each  of  which  must  have  rC' 
quired  •  separate  contraction  of  muscular 
fibre ;  and  when  we  consider  that  each  such 
must  have  been  followed  by  a  relaia^oa  of 
eqoal  strength,  it  follows  that  every  con- 
traction was  effected  in  the  3000th  part  of 
a  minute.  But  the  wings  of  insects  are 
ntoved  with  much  greater  rapidity  than  this 
— lufliciently  so  to  produce  musical  tones. 
This  will  give  us  some  idea  of  the  beauty, 
and  regulation,  and  energy  of  muscular 
movement,  and  how  inadequate  we  are  to 
offer  any   explanation    of    the    manner   in 

which  the  transit  of  this  acting  force  is  ef-  °^f^f^  ^?*'""*,^h  «''^,'"'^' -i?h  lit 

,    .    ,      ,^1        .         1                     f     •    1-  tornedo,  thowmr  the  lialtery  [a  a  a),  wit  bine 

fected,  although  we  have  reason  for  beheving  distribution  of  iBe  Mb  (6)  ana  Blh  (t)  nerves  to 

that  that  force  is  electricity;  for  we  have  li.    itil<lil,liraDchlB. 
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EFFICACY  OF  ELECTRICITY  IN  A    journal,  should  you  think  it  worthy  & 

place. 

I  think  it  is  interesting,  m  it  aflbrds 

an  example  of  the  value  of  electricity 

To  IhfEdilarof  the  UtdimI  Catttlt.        »?  an  excitor  of  the  nervous  centres, 

„  alter  tbe  influence  of  a  powerful  nar- 

'  colic  has  rendered  Ihem  iucunable  of 

1  BEo  to  send  you  the  accompanying    obeying  their  ordinary  stimuli.    The 

huitorj-  for-  iusertion  in  your  valuable    death  of  the  patient,  in  this  instance. 
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Appears  referable  rather  to  exhaustion  along  the  course  of  the  spinal  column, 

than  to  the  agency  of  the  poison.    On  whenever  the  breathing  flagged.    At 

account  of  her  extreme  youth  we  were  first  the  stimulus  appeared  to  influence 

deprived  of  the  usual  means  of  admi-  the  diaphmgm  alone ;  but  in  a  short 

nistering  support.— I  am,  sir,  time  the  arms  were  extended,  and  soon 

Your  obedient  servant,  afterwards  the  legs  also,  whenever  the 

James  Russell,  M.B.  poles  were  applied  to  the  surface  of  the 

House-Physicmn.  fcody.    The  child  opened  her  eyes,  and 

Kiny's^Coiieje  Hospital,  seemed  to  notice  surrounding  objects  : 

*       '  she  uttered  some  cries,  and  the  surface 

Mary  Anne  Hugdon.  aged  two  months,  became  warm.     The  head  no  longer 

admitted  at  eleven,  p.m.  sank  on  the  shoulders,  but  was  sup- 

A  dose  of  laudanum,  amounting  to  ported  by  the  efforts  of  the  patient,  and 

twelve  drops,  had  been  administered  by  with  her  lips  she  clasped  the  fingers 

mistake  four  hours  and    a  half  pre-  placed  in  her  mouth, 
viously.    The  medicine  produced  deep        About  3  p.m.,  eight  hours  and  a  half 

sleep,  and,  in  the  space  of  two  hours,  after  the  laudanum  had  been  taken, 

convulsive  movements  of  the  extremi-  respiration  became  established,  though 

ties.  ,  not  with  regularity,  and  the  further 

When  admitted  the  infant  was  quite  use  of  electricity  was  not  required ; 

insensible  and  motionless.    The  sur-  but  in  half  an  hour  a  new  train  of 

face  was  cold  and  exsanguine ;    the  symptoms  set  in ;    the  pupils  dilated 

impulse  of  the  heart  could  not  be  felt ;  widely,  and  the  child  fell  into  a  state  of 

breathing  was  very  difl^cult,  and  was  exhaustion,  without  any  of  the  symp- 

performed  with  intervals    of   half   a  tomsofcoma:  the  breathing  was  per- 

minute  at  least  between  each  respira-  formed  by  sighs ;  the  surface  was  again 

tion  ;  the  pupils  were  very  small,  and  cold,  and  she  became  quite  insensible, 

she  had  lost  the  power  of  deglutition.  From  this  state  it  was  found  impossible 

The  usual   remeaies   were   employed  to  rouse  her.    However,  she  lingered 

without  success,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  till  4  p.m.,  when  she  died,  quite  worn 

hour  the  child  appeared  to  be  quite  out  with  her    suffering,    twenty-one 

dead ;    but  whilst  she  was  being  re-  hours  after  the  administration  of  the 

moved  she  was  heard  to  rattle  in  her  laudanum, 

throat,    and    immediately    afterwards 

to'^n^woS?;n,n^t^rrr^m^    SEVERE     LACERATION     OF     THE 
to  renew  our  attempts  to  restore  anima-      .  ^^. _ 

tion.      Our  measulres   were,  however,  ^^^  PRODUCED  BY  A  PIECE  OF 

attended  with  very  partial  success.    Re-  RED  HOT  NAIL  IRON. 

spiration  at  first  improved,  but  soon  

became  again  very  difficult  and  irrejru-  y^  ^^  jg^^f^^  ^^^^  Medieai  Gazette. 

lar,  and  in  an  hour's  time  the  condition  o 

of  the  patient  was  very  little  better  .            '         ,     ^  „      .               *.     ^ 

than  it  was  when  we  first  saw  her.  ^Y  y^^  ^^™  *^^  following  case  of  suffi- 

My  colleague  now  proposed  to  try  cient  interest  to  occupy  a  place  in  your 

the  effect  of  galvanic  shocks  passed  yaluable  journal,  an  early  inserUon  of 

through  the  body.    An  electro-dyna-  »^  '^"l  °*"^  v^    ^^^• 

mic    apparatus    was  employed  ;    one  w  ^t^  obedient  servant, 

pole  being  placed  over  the  upper  part  ''•  "•  Thornhill,  M.R.CS.L. 

of  the  cervical  region  of  the  spinal  ^^^^  S{*?Sf?****"' 

column,  and  the  other  over  the  cuti-  ^^^  ^°*  ^®*^- 

form  cartilage  of  the  sternum.     The  During  the  evening  of  Friday,  the 

greatest  benefit  resulted  almost  imme-  3d  of  February  of  the  present  year,  my 

diately.   Rapid  action  of  the  diaphragm  brother  was  summoned  to  a  man  named 

followed  each  application  of  the  poles  Benjamin  Garrington,  set.  30,  who  was 

of  the  battery  :  a  few  short  inspirations  represented  to  have  received  a  severe 

beingdrawn,  followed  by  a  deep  breath,  laceration  of   the    arm,  accompanied 

At  this  time  five  hours  and  a  half  had  with  a  frightful  loss  of  blood.    On 

elapsed  since  the  administration  of  the  arriving   at    his    dwelling-house,   the 

laudanum.    The  remedy  was  employed  patient  was  found  lying  on  the  floor 

during    an  hour  and  a  half,   shocks  deluged  in  blood,  and  on  examining 

being  pcissed  through  the  chest,  and  the  right  arm  there  was  discovered  a 
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wound,  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  cessityforinterferenceon  our  part.  The 
gun-shot  wound,  commencing  at  about  poor  fellow  had  not  been  in  bed  many 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  above  the  centre  minutes  when,  just  as  we  were  leaving 
of  the  bend  of  the  elbow,  and  tak-  his  chamber,  he  uttered  a  strange 
ing  a  circuitous  route  around  the  sound,  and  to  our  surprise  there  was  a 
inner  side  of  the  humerus,  and  ter-  most  tremendous  gusti  of  blood  from 
minating  at  the  back  of  the  arm  the  wound,  such  as  evidently  tended  to 
about  two  inches  above  the  olecranon  put  his  life  in  jeopardy.  !Now  there 
process  of  the  ulna.  The  poor  fellow  was  but  one  course  to  pursue,  and  that 
was  both  deaf  and  dumb ;  consequently  must  be  adopted  without  loss  of  time, 
there  was  some  little  difficulty  in  ascer-  My  brother  immediately  compressed 
taining  the  cause  of  the  injury.  Upon  in-  the  vessel  a  little  below  the  axilla, 
stituting  a  close  inquiry  through  the  aid  while  I  made  preparations  for  tying 
of  a  neighbour,  wno  undertook  to  act  the  brachial  artery  at  about  the  middle 
as  interpreter  b^^  means  of  his  fingers,  of  the  arm.  Having  made  a  clear  in- 
my  brother  was  informed  that  a  ^routh  cision,  three  inches  m  length,  on  the 
who  worked  at  a  nail-shop  adjoining  inner  side  of  the  belly  of  the  biceps, 
the  premises,  and  who  had  been  *'  lark-  and  having  divided  the  several  layers 
ing['  with  one  of  his  playmates,  and,  of  cellular  tissue  that  interposed,  the 
desirous  of  fiightening  him,  was  in  the  sheath  of  the  vessel  was  soon  rendered 
act  of  running  across  the  road  with  a  visible.  This  I  at  once  opened,  and 
piece  of  red  hot  nail-iron  just  drawn  passed  a  double  ligature  of  thread 
from  the  Are,  when  he  came  in  contact  around  the  artery,  which,  being  thus 
with  the  man  as  he  was  going  out  of  compressed,  immediately  removed  from 
his  house,  and  the  iron  entered  the  the  patient  all  feeling  of  alarm,  which 
arm  and  produced  the  injury  already  he  expressed  by  numerous  smiles  and 
described.  After  cleansing  the  wounds  gestures.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were 
(there  being  no  further  disposition  to  then  drawn  together  by  strips  of  ad- 
heemorrhage)  they  were  dressed  in  the  hesive  plaster,  and  the  arm  was  placed 
usual  way  with  straps  of  adhesive  in  a  semi-flexed  position  on  a  pillow  by- 
plaster,  and  a  tape- bandage  was  applied  his  side.  He  was  ordered  to  be  kept 
m  the  same  manner  as  in  phlebotomy,  quiet,  and  to  have  nothing  given  to  him 
These  were  allowed  to  remain  till  the  of  a  stimulating  character, 
following  Sunday,  when  I  changed  the  10  p.m. — He  appeared  very  comfort- 
dressings.  There  had  been  no  recur-  able.  The  arm  remained  of  an  agree- 
rence  of  the  bleeding,  and  everything  able  temperature,  having  been  covered 
seemed  to  assume  a  favourable  aspect,  with  a  succession  of  warm  flannels, 
except  that  the  anterior  wound  had  The  pulsation  of  course  had  been  cut 
manifested  a  disposition  to  discharge  a  of  at  the  wrist* 

larj^er   quantity   of    sanguineo-serous        7th.— No  unpleasant  symptom  had 

fluid  than  is  usual  in  such  cases.  appeared.    He  had  passed  two  wood 

2  p.m.— A  messenger  came  up  to  inform  nights.    The  arm  was  still  warm.  The 

us  that  our  patient  was  bleeding  as  bad  incised  wound  was  nearly  healed  by  the 

as  when  he  had  first  received  the  injury;  first  intention,  except  in  the  immediate 

and  thinking  it  probable  that  the  artery  neighbourhood  of  the  ligature,  but  a 

might  require  a  ligature  to  be  placed  copious  discharge  of  sero-purulent  fluid 

around  it,  my  brother  and  I  went  down  had  escaped  from  the  others  below  it. 
together  to  see  the  case.    On  removing        9th. — The    parts    surrounding   the 

the  dressings  the  bleeding  had  a^in  original  wounds  were  much  swelled, 

ceased,  nor  was  it  renewed  by  bending  and  seemed  painful  on  being  touched ; 

the  arm  in  difierent  directions.  Having  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  good  deal  of 

waited  for  some  time,  it  was  considered  irritative    fever.     On    removing    the 

advisable  not  to  resort  to  severe  mea-  plasters  the  discharge  did  not  seem  so 

sures,  especially  as    the   quantity  of  free  as  usual.    Poultices  were  ordered 

blood   stated  to  have  been  lost  was  to  be  applied  around  the  joint,  and 

altogether  exag^rated;  and  the  pa-  saline    medicines   were   administered 

tient  was  accordingly  placed  in  bed  every  three  or  four  houTB. 
after  the  plasters  had  been  once  more        lO'th.— Had  a  better  night  than  on 

restored,  m  order  to  keep  him  as  quiet  the  one  previous.  The  arm  was  neither 

OS  possible,  and  to  have  him  more  under  so  swelled  or  ]minful. 
command  should  there  be  a  further  ne-  ^Q^t,  remedia. 
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12th. — He  was  much  better,  and  the  alarm  may  happen  once  or  twice  in  the 
former  dressings  were  resumed.  Several  early  part  of  the  night,  and  the  patient 
small  sloughs  had  escaped  from  the  then  mil  asleep,  and  rest  quietly  enough 
lower  wound,  accompanied  by  a  suf-  till  morning.     I  do  not  remember  to 
ficient  quantity  of  healthy  discharge.  have  met  with  any  explanation  of  the 
From  this  time   every  thin^    con-  phenomenon.  It  is  probably  connected 
tinued  to  go    on  well;   the   ligature  viith  impeded  circulation  through  the 
came  away  from  the  artery,  and  the  lungs.    As  wc  fall  asleep  the  respira- 
man  may  be  now  said  to  have  recovered  tion  becomes  considerably  slower  than 
his  health.  Pulsation  is  in  some  degree  it  was  immediately  before ;  in  very  deep 
restored  to  the  wrist,  but  it  is  stUI  of  a  sleep  each  respiration  is  an  effort,  and 
very  indistinct  kind.  is  apparently  only  performed  from  the 
increasing  urgency  of  the  uneasy  sen- 
sation that  is  at  once  allayed  by  taking 
ESSAYS  ON  THB  DISEASES  in  a  new  draught  of  air.  '  The  pulse  at 
OP  THE  ^^^  same  time  falls  in  frequency,  and 
HEART,  GREAT  VESSELS,  AND  the  balance  is  maintained  between  the 
r^rn/^TTT  ArnrxTn  T?T  tttA  activityof  thc  circulation  and  that  of 
CIRCULATING  FLUID.  jj^g  respiration.  But  with  a  heart  acting 

By  R.  Willw.  M.D.  faultily,  pushing  rather  more  blood  per- 

^  ^     .      *  ,*  ,.  chance  into  the  pulmonary  artery  than  it 

^^S^ntia^&de^l'^'rifsc^tmZ.t:  cantransmit.or,onthecontranr,refu8ing 

late  Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  Chii-  readily  to  receive  SO  much  as  returns 

dren,  &c.  to  it  by  the  pulmonary  veins,  the  balance 

[Continued  from  p.  870.]  between  the  activity  of  the  circulating 

and  that  of  the  respiratory  system  is  de- 

rxr  T\'            rsi    Tj      .•      .        f  stro3'ed,  accumulation  takes  place  in  the 

0/Dt,e«^ei  of, he  Heart  in  general.  ^^^^^  ;^^  ^^.^^^  ^.^^^  in  alarm,  and 

The  particular  diseases  of  the  heart,  pljiing  his  muscles  of  respiration  more 

perfectly  well  characterized  by  their  vigorously,  shakes  off  the  sense  of  suffo- 

several  physical  siens,  are  remarkable  cation  that  was  beginning  to  be  im- 

for  thc  great  similarity  both  of  the  minent. 

local  and  general  symptoms  with  which  Patients  affected  with  disease  of  the 

their  course  is  accompanied.  Shortness  heart  very  generally  suffer  more  or  less 

of  breath,  in  one  degree  or  another,  for  from  uneasiness  or  positive  pain  in  the 

example,  is  a  symptom  that  occurs  at  region  of  the  organ  affected ;  or  they 

an  early  period  in  the  greater  number  complain  of  nunibness  and  pain  which 

of  heart  smections.    Palpitation,  and  a  they  refer  to  the  breast,  left  arm,  or  side 

sense  of  suffocation,  are  also  extremely  of  the  neck.    They,  in  a  word,  suffer 

common ;  and  both  the  short-winded-  more  or  less  from  what  is  called  angina 

ness   and  the  palpitation  are  greatly  pectoris. 

increased  by  any  effort,  such  as  walk-  Few  diseases  of  the  heart  continue  for 
ing  quickly,  running,  ascending  a  stair,  any  length  of  time,  or  make  the  slightest 
&c.,  as  also  by  mental  emotions  of  progress,  without  the  general  heath  of 
almost  every  kind.  Patients  affected  the  patient  suffering  m  a  greater  or 
with  disease  of  the  heart  rarely  sleep  less  degree.  Patients  commonly  soon 
soundly  and  well.  Their  rest  is  made  un-  become  pale  and  leucophlegmatic,  and 
refreshing  by  frightful  dreams:  they  acquire  a  distressed  and  melancholy  ex- 
are  very  apt  to  dream  that  they  are  put  pression  of  countenance  which  there  is 
to  death  themselves,  or  they  fancy  that  no  mistaking.  None  of  their  functions 
they  witness  the  violent  death  of  others,  are  performed  vigorously;  and  it  is 
&c.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  easy  to  conceive  that  vigorous  health  of 
for  patients  affected  even  very  slightly  the' body  at  large  is  incompatible  with 
with  a  disease  of  the  heart  to  start  up  failure  of  function  in  the  or^an  upon 
suddenly  in  alarm,  either  as  they  are  which  all  the  parts  of  the  body  depend 
dropping  off  to  sleep,  or  some  short  time  immediately  for  their  supplies  of  nutri- 
after  they  seem  fairly  asleep  for  the  ment. 

night.    In  thus  starting  up  suddenly  Diseases  of  the  heart  are  very  regu- 

they  frequently    cough,  in  some  sort  larly  accompanied  with  dropsical  effu- 

convulsively,  and  without  expectorating  sions  into  various  parts  of  the  body, 

anything.     This  sudden  awaking  in  Partial  or  local  at  nrst,  these  efiusions 
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very  commonly  become  general  at  last,  nary  secretion  in  connexion  with  dis- 
The  infiltration  usually  attracts  atten-  eases  of  the  heart  of  some  standing  and 
tion  first  in  the  back  or  in  the  lower  tending  to  their  termination.  Most  of 
extremities ;  but  I  believe  that  in  the  ns  have  observed  cases,  also,  in  which 
majority  of  cases  the  tissue  of  the  lungs  a  patient  affected  with  considerable  in- 
is  that  which  is  in  fact  first  implicated,  filtration  of  one  or  both  of  the  lower 
So  soon  as  a  patient  with  some  irregu-  extremities,  coupled  with  inability  to 
larity  in  the  action  of  the  heart,  or  assume  the  honzontal  posture,  is  at 
other  sign  of  aught  amiss  there,  begins  length  brought  into  a  state  in  which 
to  be  troubled  with  an  habitual  dysp-  he  can  lie  down  flat  in  his  bed.  In 
noea  and  dry  cough,  careful  examina-  this  case  he  is  apt  almost  immediately 
tion  will  almost  certainly  discover  him  to  be  seized  with  a  diuresis  of  a  very 
to  be  affected  with  oedema  of  the  lungs,  remarkable  kind,  in  which,  in  the 
upon  which  these  symptoms,  in  fact,  course  of  24  hours  he  will  pass  ten, 
depend.  This  complication,  as  M.  twelve,  and  even  a  greater  number,  of 
Gendrin  has  w^ell  observed,  is  probably  pints  of  urine.  I  have  not  myself 
to  be  viewed  as  the  proper  point  whence  observed  anything  like  the  coUiqualive 
all  that  is  most  distressing  in  diseases  diuresis  of  M.  Gendrin  in  alliance  with 
of  the  heart  takes  its  rise.  The  ana-  organic  affections  of  the  heart  as  a 
sarca  and  hydrothorax  and  ascites  that  eeneral  rule.  In  one  instance,  indeed, 
follow  appear  to  be  owing  more  to  tne  patient  being  a  female  of  a  highly 
the  imperfection  in  the  hcematosis  con-  susceptible  nervous  temperament,  sub- 
sequent on  the  affection  of  the  lungs,  ject  to  hvsteria,  and  who,  at  times, 
than  to  the  mechanical  impediments  to  certainly  did  present  all  the  symptoma 
the  circulation  to  which  they  are  pfangina  pectoris  in  their  most  strongly 
commonly  ascribed.  The  dropsical  marked  cnaracters,  I  have  witnessed 
swelling  of  the  extremities,  confined  to  such  a  diuresis  oftener  than  once.  But 
the  ankles  at  first,  and  perhaps  only  here  the  disease,  on  the  concurring  tes- 
visible  at  the  end  of  the  day,  wlien  the  timony  of  all  who  saw  the  patient,  was 
patient  has  already  been  many  hours  in  sympathetic  and  functional,  not  orca- 
the  erect  posture,  increases  g^radually  nic;  a  diagnosis  the  correctness  of  which 
till  it  reaches  the  knees,  the  thighs,  the  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  of  the  patient's 
scrotum,  &c.  The  abdominal  cavity  is  complete  recovery  from  every  symptom 
frequently  invaded  last  of  all :  it  would  of  heart  affection  for  long  intervals, 
seem  as  if  there  were  a  means  of  drain-  and  then  having  a  renewed  attack  of 
age  for  serous  fluid  there,  which  is  angina,  which  could  generally  be  traced 
wanting  elsewhere.  Hydrothorax  very  to  mental  emotion,  or  excitement  of  one 
constantly  precedes  ascites.  kind  or  other.  The  implication  of  the 
M.  Gendrin  has  lately  directed  atten-  renal  function,  which  so  commonly 
tion  to  what  he  calls  a  **  colliquative  accompanies  organic  affections  of  the 


ipenor  to  that  of  the  dnnk  imbibed,  Gendnn.    The  urine  is  then  generally 

and  it  is  during  the  night  that  the  flow  scanty,  turbid,  and  coagulable  both  by 

takes  place.    The  urine  is  pale,  and  heat  and  nitric  acid, 

almost  always  without  sediment.    Nei-  The  dyspnoea,  which  is  one  of  the 

ther  heat  nor  nitric  acid  give  any  indi-  early  symptoms  in  so  many  of  the  dis- 

cation  of  the  presence   of   albumen,  eases  of  the  heart,  is  also  among  the 

The  diseases  of  the  heart  in  which  this  number  of  those  that  continue  through 

colliquative  diuresis  appears  most  re-  their  course  with  the  greatest  regu- 

gularly  are  those  in  which  there  is  an  larity,    and    that    also    increase    in 

impediment  to  the  free  passacre  of  the  severity  with  their  progress.      It  is 

blood  by  the  orifices,  especially  the  left  intimately  connected  wiUi  the  occnr- 

auriculo-ventricular   orifice ;    if  some  rence  and  accumulation  of  serous  in- 

degree  of   hypertrophy  comes  to  be  filtration  into  the  cellular  interspaces 

associated  with  the  disease  mentioned,  and  great  cavities  of  the  body.    Slight, 

the  cases  in  which   the  colliquative  and  only  felt  occasionally  in  the  begin- 

diuresis  is  wanting  are  exceptions  to  ning,  dyspnoea   becomes  one    of  the 

the  G;eneral  rule.  most  distressing  of  all  the  symptoms 

All  are  familiar  with  implications  of  that  accompany  diseases  of  the  heart 

the  kidneys  and  alterations  of  the  uri-  towards  their  fatal  termination,  and  is 
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frequently  the  immediate  CBUse  of  the  I  found  that  the  patient  had  had  a 

exhaustion  and  death  of  the  patient  at  comfortable  ni^ht.    The  violent  action 

last,  of  the  heart,  with  which  he  had  been 

Sanguineous  congestions  of  the  great  long  affected,  had  been    greatly   in- 

cyrgans  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  and  cre^  sed  on  the  day  previoiis  to  that  on 

also  of  the  brain,  are  almost  invariable  which  he  consulted  me,  by  some  domes* 

consequences  and  accompaniments  of  tic  differences. 

organic  diseases  of  the  heart.    These  The  kind  of  heemoptysis  now  de« 

congestions  are  referable  to  two  grand  scribed  is  the  least  dangerous  of  those 

orders :   either  the  heart   forces   the  that  depwend  on  affections  of  the  heart, 

blood  into  the  organs   with   greater  Here  it  is  probable  that  there  is  mere 

rapidity  than  they  can  transmit  it,  or  exudation  from  vessels  on  the  surface 

the  tide  in  the  organs  accumulates  in  of   the    mucous  membrane.      It  fre- 

consequence  of  some  impediment  to  its  quently  happens,  however,   that  the 

return  into  the  heart.    The  lungs  and  nsemorrhage  takes  place  into  the  in- 

brain  appear  to  suffer  more  frequently  timate  fixture  of  the  lunes,  as  well  as 

than^  the  abdominal  viscera,  from  the  from  the  mucous  membrane— a  case 

^rect  excessive  injecting  force  of  the  in   which  the  affection  is  spoken  of 

heart.     At  the  present  day  we    are  as  apoplexy  of  the  lunss.     Here,  in 

perfectly  familiar  with  the  heemoptyses  fact,  some  portion  of  the  lun^,  and 

and  apoplexies  that  occur  along  with  often  more  t nan  one  portion  at  tne  same 

hypertrophy  of  the  ventricles.    In  these  time,  is  so  entirely  penetrated  by  efiused 

cases  there  is,  indeed,  more  than  simple  blood,  that  the  part,  when  incised,  pre- 

congestion;  there  is  positive  extravasa-  sents  the  appearance  of  a  firm  clot  of 

tion  of  the  blood,  ana  death  may  be  the  dsrk-coloured  blood :  the  entire  texture 

immediate  consequence  of  its  occur-  of  the  lung  is  lost  amidst  this  congu- 

fence     The  haemoptysis,  which  is  not  lated  mass.    TheRc  masses  of  effused 

connected   with    the    suppuration  of  blood  are  generally  prettj  accurately 

f  ttbercles  in  the  lungs,  is  almost  always  circumscribed,  but  tne  tissue  around 

due  to  preternatural  action  of  the  heart,  them  is  usually  gorged  to  an  extra- 

this,  in  its  turn,  depending  on  hyper-  ordinary  degree  with  fluid  blood  still 

trophy  of  the  ventricle.      It  is  but  a  contained  in  its  vessels,  so  that  when 

few  weeks  since  I  met  with  an  interest-  the  lung  is  cut  through  the  blood  flows 

ing  case  of  hsmoptysis  from  this  cause,  from  it   upon  pressure  being  made  as 

The  patient,  a  spare,  nervous-looking  it  would  from  a  sponge.    Sometimes, 

manofabottt40,hadconsu1tedmeinthe  in  the  middle  of  the  firmer  masses 

morning  on  account  of  palpitation  and  of  effused  blood,  the  proper  tissue  of 

pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart.     The  the  lung  is  discovered  hicerated, — it 

action  of  the  organ  was  violent,  the  seems  as  if  a  rent  had  occurred  in  the 

impulse  great,  and  the  first  sound  dull  substance  of  the  organ,  and  given  rise 

and  prolonged :  there  could  be  no  ques-  to  the  heemorrhage.      In    other    in- 

tion  about  the  existence  of  a  considera-  stances  no  solution  of  continuity  can 

ble  hypertrophy  both  of  the  right  and  be  perceived. 

left  ventricles.  I  ordered  rest,  absti-  The  symptoms  of  pulmonary  heemor- 
nence,  and  some  anodyne  medicine,  rliage  are,  dyspnoeacoming  on  suddenly 
(Tinct.  Digital.  Purp.,  Liquor.  Opii  se-  and  proving  urgent  in  proportion  to  the 
dativ.  aa.  part,  equates.  Guttie  xx.  bis  extent  of  the  effusion.  There  is  at  the 
in  die  capiendie.)  At  midnight  f  was  same  time  pain  in  the  chest,  which  is 
summoned  to  the  patient,  who  had  been  accurately  referred  to  a  particular  Fpot, 
suddenly  seized  with  spitting  of  blood,  or  to  more  than  one  spot ;  sometimes  it 
I  found  him  cold  and  shivering.  The  is  less  pain  than  a  sense  of  burning  and 
hiemorrhnge  had  been  to  no  extent,  and  tickling  which  is  complained  of.  The 
had  now  ceased.  His  hands  and  feet  patient  feels  that  the  air  as  it  enters 
were  put  into  warm  water,  and  he  had  and  quits  his  chest  is  making  its  way 
a  cup  of  tepid  drink.  He  was  covered  thix>ugh  a  tenacious  fluid;  he  begins  to 
up  warm  until  the  balance  of  the  cir-  cough,  and  expectorates  blood,  which 
culation  should  be  restortfd.  As  soon  is  frothy  and  florid,  if  it  be  in  small 
as  the  chill  had  passed,  the  bed-clothes  quantity,  but  which  may  be  dark  co- 
were  directed  to  be  diminished  in  loured  and  fluid  if  it  be  more  copiously 
quantity,  and  forty  drops  of  the  anodyne  discharged.  He  is  at  the  same  time 
medicine  to  be  given.     Next  morning  very  constantly  under  the  influence  of 

7W.— XXXI.  3  O 
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a  rigor  or  Bhivering  fit  $  his  skin  is  dry  encroaches  unon  the  cavity  of  the  tho* 

and  shrivelled;  his  extremities  are  cold,  rax,  and  adas  to  the  dyspnoea  with 

and  his  teeth  chatter — the  system  has  which  the  patient  is  alreaay  affected, 

received  a  severe  shock.  Whatever  throws  an  obstacle  in  the 

Hcemoptysis  in  connexion  with  dis-  way  of  the  ready  transmission  of  the 

ease  'Of  me  heart   is  not  usually  a  blood  through  tne  heart  or  the  longs, 

formidable  symptom  in  itself ;  that  is,  is  very  certainly  followed  bv  engoige- 

it  does  not  often  hring  the  patient's  ment  of  the  liver.    It  is  rarely,  perhaps 

life  immediately  into  jeopardy.    It  may,  never,  an  inmiediate  consequenoeof  any 

however,  prove  very  rapidly  fatal.    In  of  the  diseases  of  the  heart ;  but  it  is  one 

the  great   Parisian  hospitals  I  have  of  the  most  ordinary  secondary  effects 

repeatedly  seen  cases  or  hypertrophy  of  almost  every  one  of  these ;  for  the 

of  the  heart  that  had  terminated  iaitdiy  common  tendency  of  all  is  to  occasion 

and  very  rapidly  by  pulmonary  apo-  an  impeded  circulation   through  the 

plexy.     It   has  strucK   me  that  this  lungs,  to  which  succeeds  a  retarded 

modeoftermination  was  more  Vonmion  flow  of  blood  through  every  organ  of 

in  France  than  in  this  country.    Death  the  body ;    the  liver    first  and  most 

in  such  cases  takes  place  by  asphyxia,  especially. 

Congestion,  and  even  extravasation  What  has  now  been  said  in  reference 
of  blood  in  the  brain,  are  now  to  the  liver  applies  to  the  other  ab- 
recognised  as  very  common  conse-  dominal  viscera  generally.  That  the 
quences  of  diseases  of  the  heart.  Where  stomach  and  intestines  are  gorged  with 
the  action  of  the  heart  is  violent,  as  blood  is  made  evident  by  the  tension 
it  is  in  hypertrophy  of  the  ventricles,  and  continued  dull  gravativepain  of  the 
and  where  the  blood  is  pent  back  by  abdomen,  which  paitients  afilected  with 
the  contraction  of  one  or  other  of  the  disease  of  the  heart  so  constantly  com-  . 
auriculo -ventricular  orifices,  patients  plain  of;  by  the  loss  of  appetite  and 
very  commonly  suffer  from  obtuse  and  the  disturbance  of  the  digestive  func- 
constant  headaches,  from  heaviness  of  tions,  the  flatulence,  &c.  &c.  from 
head,  and  frequently  from  drowsiness,  wh'ch  they  suffer. 
The  face  at  the  same  time  is  apt  to  look  The  kidneys  are  very  commonly 
flushed  and  full,  or  otherwise  it  is  affected  simultaneously,  and  the  inter- 
bloatcd  and  pale,  or  slightly  livid,  ference  with  their  functions  which  then 
With  symptoms  such  as  these  occurring  ensues  is  perhaps  fraught  with  more 
under  such  circumstances,  paralysis  or  immediately  disastrous  consequences 
apoplexy  is  almost  certain  to  become  to  the  patient  than  the  partial  Bus- 
associated  before  long.  These  serious  pension  of  its  ofllce  by  the  liver  or  the 
diseases  are  now  recognized  to  be  intestinal  tract :  the  urine  begins  to  be 
much  less  regularly  primary  and  inde-  secreted  in  smaller  and  smaller  quanti- 
pendent  affections  than  they  were  at  ties,  and  the  dropsical  infiltration  which 
one  time  believed  to  be.  They  are  very  always  accompanies  such  a  state  of 
often  but  other  and  most  disastrous  affairs,  increasing  more  and  more,  the 
evidence  of  disease  in  the  central  organ  patient  is  soonbrought  to  extremities, 
of  the  circulation.  Were  the  patient  not  carried  off  by  the 

When  we  recal  to  mind  the  anatomy  disease  of  the  heart,  he  would  very 
of  the  circulating  system  of  the  abdomi-  certainly  be  the  victim  of  the  disease 
nal  viscera,  we  see  that  these  must  of  the  kidneys  which  is  then  so  con- 
almost  of  necessity  suffer  at  an  early  stantly  developed.  Granular  degene- 
§eriod  in  every  affection  of  the  heart,  ration  of  these  important  organs  is  a 
'he  liver,  in  particular,  with  its  double  very  common  accompaniment,  and  I 
circulation,  must  be  extremely  apt  to  heheveconsequence,  of  organic  diseases 
feel  the  effects  of  any  thing  like  an  of  the  heart 


the  false  riband  extending  in  vinous  J!,„F^    «  ""  .1",  ""*  conservative 

degrees  downwards  in  the  Sght  hypo!  £!„  L.  f^r'^'lfl**^  i***  ^V  of 

chondriac  region.     lu  wholl  mass^  ?*"  was  fashioned  to  endure  but  for  a 

at  the  same  time  enlarged,  so  that  it  "'"*'*"**  '^^  cannot  wonder,  when  we 

c  .mrgca,  so  mat  It  see  those  parts  of  it  which  are  at  once 
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the  most  delicately  eonstrueted  mnd  heart,  above  all  at  they  have  learned  to 

have  the  most  incessant  daty  to  perform,  distinguish  them  at  an  early  period, 

either  the  most  apt  to  get  into  disorder  and  have  been  led,  upon  the  basis  of 

or  the  first  to  feel  the  eflfects  of  decay,  sound  physiology,  to  the  employment 

Diseases  of  the  heart  were  at  one  time  of  reasonable  means  of  treating  these 

looked  upon  OS  rather  rare;  we  now  important  affections,  so  have  they  come 

know  that  they  are  among  the  most  to  see  more  and  more  clearlv  that  a 

common  causes  that  bring  adult  man  verv  considerable  number  of  tnem  are 

to  his  end.  within  the  reach  of  art.    The  motto  of 

The  heart  has  not  only  something  Corvisart's  celebrated  Essay  —  hseret 

like  ceaseless  duty  to  perform,  then,  ana  lateri  lethalis  arundo— was  enough  to 

by  reason  of  this  is  subject  to  get  out  strike  terror  into  every  mind,  and  almost 

of  order,  but  it  feels  in  a  remarkable  to  induce  us  to  quit  the  field  without  a 

manner  all  that  impresses  the  nervous  blow  for  victory.      But  we  have  un- 

and  every  other  system  and  organ  of  doubtedly  made  immense  progress  in 

the  body.    None  of  these  can  perform  the  knowledge  of  heart-diseases  since 

any  unusual  duty  which  it  is  liable  at  Corvisart  wrote,  and  in  many  cases  the 

every  moment  to  be  called  upon  to  dis-  arrow  now  flies  divested  of  ite  barbs,  so 

charge,  unless  supplied  with  an  ad-  that  it  can  be  plucked  out,  and  yet  leave 

ditional  quantity  of  olood,  and  this  the  no  deadly  wound  behind.    Even  where 

heart  must  furnish  by  more  energetic  it  sticks,  and  cannot  be  removed,  we 

contractions    than    usual.      All    the  have  still  assurance  that   much  may 

mental  faculties  in  a  state  of  unusual  frequently  be  done  to  prolong  life,  and 

action  induce  unusual  action  in  the  that  in  many  instances  the  extreme 

heart.    All  the  mental  emotions  and  term  mav  be  reached  in  spite  of  the 

passions  have  the  same  effect.    Efforts  formidable  ill  that  had  its  seat  in  the 

of  every  kind  necessarily  imply  ante-  core.    This  subject  will  be  much  more 

cedent  powerful  contractions  of  the  aptly  treated  along  with  the  several 

heart,  &c.  special  diseases  of  the  heart,  a  subject 

Certain  modes  of  life  predispose  to,  upon  which  I  shall  next- enter. 

or    occasion,   diseases   of  the    heart.    — 

Soldiers  upon  hard  service  have  been  CAJSES  OF 

held  to  be  particularly  obnoxious  to  AMAUROSIS  FROM  WOUNDS. 

such  affections.    Severe  marching,  the 

body  loaded  with  the  heavy  knapsack  Br  W.  Clay  Wallacb,  M.D.  New  York. 

and  musket,  require  great  and  energetic  (For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.) 

action  of  the  heart  to  maintain  that  of  

the  voluntary  muscular  system  which  1. — Case  of  partial  amaurosis  from 
is  .then  implied  and  indispensable.  wound  over  infra-orhitary  nerves. 
Youths  who  indulge  in  athletic  exer-  relieved  by  dissecting  out  the  cicatrix. 
cises,  particularly  rowing,  have  repeat-  Patrick  Burns,  cet.  35 :  stone-cutter, 
edly  been  cutoff  by  diseases  of  the  heart.  Qu  the  8th  of  October,  he  was  attacked 
Operating  surgeons  have  been  said  fre-  by  several  men,  knocked  down,  and 
quently  to  suffer  from  affections  of  the  wounded  over  the  right  foramen  infra- 
heart,  in  consequence  of  the  agitation  orbitarium.  The  wound  gave  so  little 
and  feeling  of  responsibility  reflected  trouble  that  in  two  days  he  went  to 
to  the  heart,  from  which  their  profession  ^ork.  Ten  days  afterwards  the  vision 
is  inseparable.  Poets,  from  the  excite-  ©f  this  eye  became  indistinct,  and 
ment  which  attends  indulgence  in  imagining  that  the  dimness  was  occa- 
lofty  conceptions,  have  often  suffered  sioned  by  the  scab,  he  picked  it  off, 
from  diseases  of  the  heart.  Care  and  though  without  the  least  improvement, 
anxiety  are  well-known  foes  to  life.  He  was  soon  obliged  to  abandon  work 
and  they  are  so,  in  some  measure  at  altogether;  the  sight  of  the  affected 
least,  from  influencing  the  heart  in  its  eye  became  so  obscure  that  he  could 
actions :  derangements  that  are  merely  not  make  out  an  object,  though  when 
nervous  at  first,  often  end  in  becoming  the  hand  was  passed  across  the  eye  he 
organic  at  last.  could  tell  that  there  had  been  some- 

Prognosis  in  diseases  of  the  heart.  ^**^"g  J^^oje  it.                        ,       ,  ^ 

,     \     .  .         ^       \              ,  On  the  13th  November,  when  I  first 

As   physicians    have   become   bet-  saw  the  patient,  I  dissected  out  the 

trr  acquainted  with  diseases  of  the  cicatrix,  which  was  unusually  promi- 
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nent,  and  on  catting  it  open  I  observed        (i/n?r^Tr»  at    r«  a  'ZT" 
in  the  centre  a  smJl  piece  of  stecL  MHiUlL'Alj  UAZ-li 

p,  Strychnitt,  gr.  vi. ;    Alcoholis,  ^W. ;  Friday,  March  24, 1843. 

Acidi  Aoetici,  5i8. ;  M.  fncentur  tem-  "  . 

pora  m.  etv.     Pilul.  Cal.  et  Colocynth.  .— .• 

2iidft  q.  q.  n. 

"  Ueet  <nnnitmt,  licet  etiam  mihi,  difrniutaa 

17th. — Wound    nearly    healed,    and  i<r/M  ar«fttc«  tneri ;  potestu  modo  reniendi  m 

vision  much  improved.    He  can  now  publicum  tit,  diceadi  periculiwi  non  recoM." 
observe  the  fingers;   he  can,  though  Cicsbo. 

wilh  difficulty,  make  out  the  large  cha-  "— - 

racters  of  a  book,  and  expresses  himself  LUNATIC   ASYLUMS, 

relieved  from    uneasy    reelings  about  ^  , 

the  side  of  the  head,  m'nauoht.n'8  cabb. 

Two  months  after  the  operation  his  jj  y^  gratifying  to  the  philanthropist  to 

_     ^         .  .  ^        ...  ,   ^  and  more  of  the  attention  not  only  of 

2.'- Case  of  tnfra-orbttal  woumd  of  one  .,        u*.        t.*#*.u--*ji 

eg,  proinciig  total  amanrosuilh,  *«  physicum,  bnt  of  the  jnmt  and 

f^li^,  the  Statesman.    The  erection  of  new 

John  Williams,  at.  25 :  butcher.  On  county  asylums,  and  the  amendment 

the  8th  of  November,  during  an  election  of  the  laws  relating  to  lunatics,  are 

riot,  received,  by  an  unknown  weapon,  creditable  to  the  age  in  which  we  live, 

between  the  foramen  infra-orbitarium  desire  for  unprovement,  which,  though 

and  the  tendon  of  the  orbicularis  pal-  it  may  not  attain  perfection,  is  certain 

pbrarum.    According  to  his  account  to  leave  mediocrity  far  behind.    As  all 

both  eyes  immediately  became  bhnd,  .y^.  ,„^  „^^  ^^,,^a  .,o   ..  «,*i*  ir.»;.^ 

and  he^had  to  be  led  home.    As  on  the  ^^""^  ^^«?  *«^"°^.  'f '  ^^^\^^f 

second  or  third  day,  after  the  swelling  s^^pe  of  the  matenal  world,  is  but  the 

had  subsided,  the  vision  of  the  right  embodying  of  an  idea,  the  improvement 

eve  was  perfectly  restored,  he  thinks  in  the  external  aspect  of  lunatic  asy- 

tU  the  temporary  deprivatipnofsi^^^^  lums  shows  the  change  for  the  better 
was  caused  by  the  tumemction  which      , .  ,  ,       ,  ,        ,     **.     ^,     ^v 

prevented  the  opening  of  the  eycUds.  which  has  taken  place  m  the  theoncs 

Since  the  injury  the  left  eye  has  been  of   insanity.    The  stem  and  gloomy 

completely  amaurotic ;    wilh  this  he  aspect  of  a  madhouse  of  the  last  cen- 

cannot  recognize  the  least  lay  of  Ijght,  ^       indicated  the  beUef  that  restraint, 
and  IS  even  insensible  to  the  glare  from        ;    .  j  .^  i      i7 

a  magic  lantern.    The  iris  is  somewhat  seclusion,  and  seventy,  were  nearly  aU 

expanded,  and  totally  immoveable  when  that  insanity  could  demand ;  while  the 

the  opposite  eye  is  closed,  but  when  cheerful  air  and  architectural  embel- 

both  are  open  its  motions  perfecdy  Hghments  of  a  modem  buading  are  the 
correspond  with  those  or  the  other.        ^       ,   .         ^    v  **  j     mu 

With^e   exception  of  the   cicatrix  outward  signs  of  a  better  creed.    They 

under  the  right,  and  the  total  loss  of  show  that  it  is    intended  to  be  an 

vision  in  the  left,  there  is  no  appearance  asylum  in  the4}e8t  sense  of  the  word ; 

of  disease.    ^  ,,_    .     _  ,  , ,.  a  retreat  from  the  feverish  embarrass- 

With  great  difficulty  I  persuaded  the  ^      ^  i.^  r  u 

patient  to  allow   me  to  remove   the  ™^°^8  °^  ^'^^i   "^  '^^^  ^^^^  ««« 

cicatrix,  which  was  found  to  contain  a  cease  to  trouble,  and  where  thje  weary 

small  foreign  body,  but  by  no  entreaty  are  at  rest    Two  pamphlets  showing 

could  1  persuade  him  to  permit  me  to  the  laudable  course  of  the  present  move- 

b"  sfitSfes.^"'  '  "»^"*'  '^'  "g^'  ^^^^^^^'  *"^  '^  ^"^«^- 

Although  he  promised  to  return,  he  less  activity,  are  now  lying  before  us. 

never  afterwards  made  his  appearance,  The  one  is  by  Dr.  Harty,  and  is  in  the 

and  1  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  ghape  of  a  criUque  on  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
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the  law  relating  to  private  lunatic  asy-  madhonse,  were  this  destructive  theory 

lums  in  Ireland*.  to  be  sanctioned. 

Its  authorbegins  with  the  grand  topic  u  i„  1573,,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  historian, 

of  the  day,  and  ends  with  it  too :  «•  one  Peter  Burchet,  a  puritan,  being 

Ate..,4nnint»,».  *{M^«.in^i  Dcrsuaded  that  it  was  meritorious  to 

Both  in  his  dedication  and  postscript  go<«pe],    ran    into    the    streets,    and 

he  touches  on  M'Naughten's  case,  and  wo^^J^^d  Hawkins,   the  famous  sea* 

judicial  law,  of  all  others,  perhaps,  the  incensed,  that  she  ordered  him  to  be 
most  difficult  and  delicate,  should,  after  punished  instantly  by  martid  law; 
due  deliberation,  be  definitively  and  ^^^^  "P*'"  '^e  remonstrance  of  some 
pracUcally  setUcd  iu  a  court  of  Jus-  ffl^w'^rSi/ciSa  1 1-' 
"^®'  bulent  times,  she  recalled  her  order, 
Unfortunately,  the  late  verdict  has  and  delivered  over  Burchet  to  the 
turned  out  the  reverse  of  this  hope  j  common  law*." 
and  instead  of  shedding  light  on  this  What  **  the  common  law"  did  with 
important  subject,  has  rather,  like  the  Peter  Burchet,  we  are  not  informed ; 
tenebrific  stars  imagined  by  some  old  but  it  does  not  require  much  sagacity 
philosophers,  involved  it  in  fresh  ob-  to  divine  the  event  of  the  case  in  such 
scurity.  It  does  m)t  appear  whether  simple  times,  or  to  conjecture  that  he 
the  jury  acquitted  Mr.  Drummond's  was  not  sent  to  Bethlem. 
murderer  merely  because  they  sup-  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  jury 
posed  his  sense  of  moral  right  and  acquitted  M'Naughten  because  they 
wrong  to  be  totally  perverted,  or  be-  believed  him  destitute  of  soch  a  glim- 
cause  tl^ey  thought  him  so  mad  that  he  mering  of  reason  as  enables  a  man  to 
did  not  know  the  legal  punishment  of  see  the  link  between  murder  and  the 
his  crime.  If  they  acquitted  him  for  gallows,  we  have  nothing  to  say  against 
the  former  reason,  their  verdict  strikes  their  verdict ;  it  is  compatible  with  the 
directly  at  the  root  of  all  social  govern-  welfare  of  society.  But  mere  perver- 
ment ;  for  housebreakers  and  banditti,  sion  of  the  moral  instinct,  without  this 
no  doubt,  defend  their  actions  by  the  utter  extinction  of  common  sense, 
arguments  which  romance  writers  put  should  pever  save  the  criminal  from 
in  their  mouths ;  and  their  instinct  of  his  doom.  His  depravity  must  not  be 
right  and  wrong  being  therefore  plainly  his  excuse;  and  neither  he  nor  his 
extinguished^  they  should  be  sent  to  a  friends  can  complain,  that  the  penalty, 
madhouse  instead  of  the  gibbet  or  the  which  he  knowingly  braved,  is  in- 
gallies.  Or,  to  take  cases  more  nearly  flicted.  He,  too,  who  would  subvert  a  go- 
akin  to  M'Naughten's,  the  religious  vemment  by  violence,  plays  an  awful 
and  political  fanatics  who  have  in  all  g^^^t  and  must  submit  to  all  the 
ages  thought  to  do  the  state  some  ser-  chances  of  failure,  whether  a  Brutus  or 
vice  by  assassinating  its  heads,   tKe  ^  ^uy  Faux. 

Ravaillacs  and  the  Ankerstroms,  ought  "  He  threw  for  a  coronet  or  a  coffin," 

to  have  been  permitted  to  wear  out  says  Colonel  Talbot  of  Fergus  Mac 

their  lives  quietly  in  the  cells  of  a  ^^^J'  "  and  cannot  be  allowed  to  draw 
^  stakes,  because  the  throw  was  against 
him." 


•  Oh«erv»tioiM  on  aa  Act  (S  ft  6  Vict,  c  US)  -m^  -«^  ii«»*,»-  ♦,.  a^a   ♦i,«*  ^««  ^^ 

"  for  amending  the  law  relating  to  private  lanaUc  ^®  "*  ™PPy  w  °nd  that  OUr  Opl- 

uriams  in  Ireland,"  ftc.  ftc. :  with  commenta  nion  on  the  plea  of  monomania  in  cri- 

demonatrative  of  the  neceaMty  f6r  an  immediate      '^ ^ 

reviaionoftbat  act,&c.  By  Wiffiam  Harty,  M.D.  *  Hume's  Hlftory  of  England,  Appendix  iii. 


' 
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minal  cases  is  confirmed  ^y  the  high  and  the  enactment  of  1   Vict.  c.  27 » 

authority  of  Lord  Brougham ;  and  the  magistrates  have  committed  them  more 

same   doctrine    is   explained   in   the  largely;  and  they  now  contain  upwards 

Examiner  of  last  Saturday,  with  all  of  sixty  lunatics,  epileptics,  and  idiots  ! 

the  sparkling  clearness  of  the  editor.  County  asylums  of  sufficient  size  are  so 

We  may  observe,  in  addition,  that  if  plain  and  necessary  a  remedy  for  this 
the  unhappy  theories  of  the  French  flagrant  abuse,  that  it  might  seem  un- 
writers  on  this  point  should  be  adopted  necessary  to  give  another  word  to  the 
in  practice,  the  insane  would  be  ex-  subject.  Dr.  Harty,  however,  makes  a 
posed  to  a  new  danger.  For  if  a  dis-  different  proposal.  The  workhouses 
charged  lunatic  was  considered  as  a  lately  erected  in  Ireland  contain  the 
licensed  assassin,  whose  only  punish-  able-bodied  as  well  as  the  infirm  poor, 
ment  was  a  return  to  his  cell,  scarcely  Let  the  former,  he  says,  be  discharged, 
any  length  of  convalescence  could  and  relieved  at  home,  and  let  the  space 
justify  the  release  of  any  lunatic,  thus  evacuated  be  filled  with  incurable 
far  less  of  a  mischievous  one.  The  lunatics.  The  asylums  will  then  be 
old  maxim  of  the  civil  law,  *em#/  ^^^^  to  hold  the  lunatics  who  are  now 
furiotus  semper  pratumitur  furiosm,  thrust  into  prisons,  not  only  in  Dublin, 
would  be  acted  upon  in  all  its  severity,  ^^t  in  other  parts  of  Ireland. 
Before  the  recourse  to  such  a  calami.  The  economists  would,  of  coarse,  ob- 
tons  remedy,  however,  it  is  to  be  hoped  J^^t  to  this  alteration,  since  it  would 
that  the  good  sense  of  the  English  tear  up  their  favourite  "  test  of  desti- 
people  will  have  discovered  a  better  tution'*,by  the  roots:  but  a  better  reason 
expedient;  and  a  sufficiently  easy  one  might  be  urged  against  it.  Few  lunatics 
presents  itself,  namely,  that  of  admi-  should  be  regarded  as  utterly  incur- 
nistering  the  law  in  the  old  style,  when  aWe ;  and  it  is  clear  that  their  chance  of 
depravity  was  not  sheltered  under  the  recovery  must  be  greater  in  a  wcil  re- 
name of  monomania,  nor  crime  pro-  gulated  asylum  than  in  a  workhouse, 
tected  by  an  apparent  want  of  motive.  In  the  former  they  are  under  the  snper- 

Infine,whenpunishmenti8C0Dsidered  intendence  of  one  who  devotes  his  life 
as  a  means  of  prevention,  it  is  obvious  to  the  study  of  their  malady ;  in  the 
that  while  the  somewhat  hurried  exe-  latter  they  would  enjoy  but  a  slender 
cution  of  Bellingham  checked  this  share  of  the  attention  of  the  visiting 
variety  of  crime  for  a  long  period,  the  medical  officer.  The  moral  treatmeirt 
impunity  granted  to  M'Naughten  has  oflunacy—the  education  of  the  wander- 
brought  out  into  the  light  of  day  a  ing  mind— is  yet  to  be  discovered ;  and 
swarm  of  would-be  imitators.  its  study  under  the  most  advantageous 

But  let  us  leave  this  painful  topic,  circumstances  must  be  encouraged.    A 

and  return  to  Ireland,  and  Dr.  Harty.  French  philanthropist,  M.  Seguin,  has 

Ireland,whch  is  so  deficient  in  too  many  succeeded  in  teaching  idiot  children  to 

essentials,  is  very  inadequately  supplied  read  and  write;  after  this,  who  shall 

with  lunatic  asylums;  and  Dr.  Harty,  despair P 

in  his  capacity  of  physician   to  the  The  Bill,  which  Dr.  Harty  criticises 

three  criminal  prisons  of  Dublin,  has  pretty  sharply,  was  brought  in  very 

had  ample  opportunities,  in  late  years,  late,  and  passed  in  a  huny ;  fbr  it  was 

of  bearing  witness  to  this  want.    For-  not  printed  till  the  13th  of  July,  1842, 

merly  these  prisons  seldom  contained  and  received  the  Royal  assent  on  the 

more  than  three  or  four  lunatics ;  but  12th  of  August,  the  last  day  of  the 

since  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Sneyd,  session.    Whether  firom  this  legislative 
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canter,  or  from  the  carelessness  of  the  severingly  depraved  taste  fof  spirituous 

)[>erson  who  revised  its  details,  the  Act  liquors  in  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 

is  full  of  errors;  so  that  although  it  families,  or  in  their  adult  children,'' 

was  only  intended  to  last  three  years,  and  wants  to  apply  the  same  remedy 

Dr.  Harty  douhts  whether  its  rickety  to  these  cases,  before  they  terminate  in 

frame  will  enable  it  to  survive  so  long,  positive  mania,  or  in  delirium  tremens. 

Dr.  Harty  points  out  many  of  the  Hitherto,  he  has  never   hesitated  to 

errors  and  omissions  apparently  arising  receive  cases  of  this  kind  into  his  Asy- 

from  the  race  which  the  promoters  of  lum,  provided  all  the  friends  and  rela- 

the  bill  were  running  against  time,  tives  have  met,  and  subscribed  a  letter 

Thus,  although  the  English  Act,  the  requesting  that  he  would  take  in  the 

prototype,    contains    three    oaths    of  tippler  for  three  or  six  months.    At 

seerecy,  its  copy,  the  Irish  Act,  has  but  present,  however,  he  thinks  that "  such 

one ;  and  while  by  the  former  an  oath  humane  and  beneficial  interference  can 

of  secrecy  is  administered  to  the  Clerk  no  longer  be  hazarded/'  and  wishes  the 

and  Clerk's  Assistant,  as  well  as  to  the  legislature  to  provide  a  remedy.    Now 

Commissioners,  in  the  latter  the  Com-  in  spite  of  the  labours  of  Father  Mat- 

missioners  alone  are  sworn.  thew,  we  think  that  scores  of  supemn- 

In  England,  again,  the  application  merary  asylums  might  be  filled  in  Ire- 
for  a  license  must  be  accompanied  by  land,  or  elsewhere,  by  admitting  all  the 
a  plan  of  the  house,  only  when  the  thirsty  souls  whose  excessive  ingurgi- 
house  has  not  been  previously  licensed ;  tation  of  alcohol  alarmed  their  friends, 
but  the  omission  of  a  few  words  in  the  More  lenient  measures  might  be  de- 
Irish  Act  subjects  proprietors  to  the  vised.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  a  new  plan  every  property  of  habitual  drunkards  is 
year.  That  this  trouble  and  expense  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  the 
are  altogether  **  unnecessary,"  as  Dr.  Chancellor*.  In  Switzerland,  we  have 
Harty  supposes,  we  would  not  too  ourselves  seen  an  interdiction  prohibit- 
hastily  assert.  To  ask  for  a  new  plan  ing  a  certain  drunkard  from  being  sup- 
,€very  year,  may  be  unreasonable ;  but  plied  with  liquor.  If  the  less  primitive 
if  the  English  Act  says  *'  once  a  plan,  manners  of  our  own  country  allowed  of 
always  a  plan,"  that  must  be  wrong  such  a  plan,  most  persons  would  prefer 
too;  houses  change  like  men,  andeven  if  being  coldly  repulsed  from  the  Fouo- 
they  have  changed  for  the  better,  it  is  tain  and  the  Bunch  of  Grapes,  to  a 
well  to  gratify  what  phrenologists  call  lodgment  in  the  most  comfortable  of 
'*  the  love  of  approbation,"  by  affording  asylums. 

their  possessor  an  opportunity  of  pub- 

licly  recording  their  improvements.  ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 

If  we  might  hint  a  fault,  indeed.  Dr.  SOCIETY. 

Harty,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  a  lunatic  MaKb  u,  isis. 

asylum,  is  rather  too  fidgetty  touching  xhb  Prssidknt  in  the  Cbaib. 

the  restrictions  imposed  upon  him  by  ...— 

the  law,  and  rather  too  desirous  of  in-  SomeAeetnaU  qf  an  JOysterieal  Affectitm 

eluding  doubtful  cases  under  the  defi-  </  the  Vocal  Apparatus,    By  Osc ^a  M. 

nitionof  persons  proper  to  be  confined.  '    ^'  ^^^^^^^' 

mi.  '  ^          1 J   1.  A           A-     *  1^1 Thi  author  preftced  the  detail  of  hu  paper 

Thus  he  would  shut  up  patients  labour-  ^^  ^^^  attention  to  the  too  fre^uint 

ing  under  delirium  tremens  ;    and,  not  generalization  in  the  treatment  of  hysterical 

satisfied  with  this,  laments  "  the  many  affections,  which  he  roppoaea  chiefly  to  ari>e 

melancholy  instances  of  the  most  per-  «fieck'«MedicaUuriBpradence,MhGdit.p.453. 
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ffaxa  bystertcal  dliiBflae  btfiag  eonfoOiMlid  b«th,  bdng  after  kmg  oontinanoB  fonad  df 

ivith  diMaaes  occurring  in  an  hyaterical  dia^  aqy  um,  the  author  determined  to  try  the 

thesis*  effect  of  mental  influence,  and  following  the 

The  cases,  sixteen  in  nntiiber,  occurred  in  example  of  the  celebrated  BolhAiaatet  he  as« 

two  groups :  the  first  beginning  in  February,  sembled  the  children  and  inlbmed  tWm  that 

1841,  accompanied  by  weU-marked  pyrexial  he  should  with  a  red  hot  instmrnent  bwB 

syttiptoms ;  the  second  in  October  last,  in  the  throat  of  all  those  who  were  not  well  by 

whidi  the  symptoms  were  clearly  hysterical,  the  following  morning.     Their  fright  urged 

and  imitative  from  the  first.    They  oecurrsd  them  to  escape  fh>m  the  sehool  on  the  dcxC 

in  a  charitable  institution  for  the  mainte*  day,  when  they  ran  to  their  respcotiTe  homes, 

nance  of  female  children ;   those  attacked  and  on  being  collected  at  the  school  on  the 

were  from  eleren  to  fourteen  years  of  age.  day  after  were  all  found  well.    Two  of  the. 

In  February,  1841,  seven  of  the  children  dder  girls  did  not  escape,  and  in  them  tte 

were  attacked  as  follows — with  a  short  hack-  symptoms  persisted,  «nd  iil  the  others  they 

ing  cough,  almost  constant,  much  pain  and  returned  in  little  more  than  a  week.     All 

distress    in    breathing,    no    expectoration,  other  means  failing,  their  throati  were  blb*- 

pulse  quick,  hot  skin,  tongue  white,  bowels  tered  with  a  spatula  heated  in  boiling  wafef, 

costive.    After  two  or  three  weeks,  during  and  covered  wkh  a  silk  handkepdkicf.    This 

which  time  these  symptoms  withstood  all  with  some  succeeded;  in  twp  others  secluded 

the  remedies  applied,  the  cough  changed  to  from  the  rest  the  affection  gradually  wore 

sounds  varying  in  the  different  patients ;  in  out;  buttwotrereatlast  sent  to  their  homes, 

some  resembling  the  double  action  of  a  large  where,  separated  from  their  noisy  compamone^ 

saw ;  in  another  a  shrill  screaming  expira-  they  soon  recovered, 
tion  followed  a  quick  catching  inspiratory 

effort ;  in  another  the  sound  was  like  that  «"«  </  Mreetiie  Twnotr  in  th$  PopKi^i 

produced  by  blowing  into  a  smaU  metallic  •P^^*  «»^  «'*  removaL     By  Robbbt 

tube.     In  iaet,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  Liston,  Esq,,  F.R,S.,  Surgeon  to  Uniw- 

dissonanoe  and  constancy  of  these  sounds.  "^  CoUege  HospitaL 

Besides  thene,  one  girl,   agrd  fourteen,  Thepatientwas  a  stout  healthy  looking  lad, 

became  affected  with  symptoms  exactly  re-  ten  years  of  age.     He  had  a  tumor  in  the 

sethbling  those  of  laryngitis,  and  requiring  right  ham,  of  an  oval  shape,  about  three  and 

the  usud  means  for  their  removal  \  but  after  a  half  inches  in  its  long  diameter,  unattached 

a  week  or  two  the  noise  aboTC  alluded  to  to  the  skin,  and  unattended  with  pain.     It 

supervened.      In  the  commencement,  Bina*>  had  a  doughy  elastic  fieel,  giving  a  seiMatloii 

pisms,  blisters,  expectorants,  and  naoseanta^  when  the  Umb  was  extended  almost  exaelly 

were  tried  in  various  forms,  and  sohsc-  resembling  fluetuation  produced  by  deeply 

quently  sedatives,  alone  and  conjoined  with  seated  matter.    When  flie  limb  was  flexed 

antispasmodics  ;  but  without  avail.    When  this  sensatidn  was  lesa  perceptible,  and  it  hnd 

the  anomalous  sounds  were  established,  a  more  the  fed  of  an  elastie  so^  tumor, 

coftibination  of  hemlock,  sulphate  of  sine,  which  was  moveable,  and  could  be'  distinctly 

and  quinine,  was  given,  as  well  as  full  doses  raised  from  the  bone.    The  tumor  first  at- 

of  the  sesqnioxide  of  iron.    These  remedies,  tracted  attention  when  the  patient  was  about 

however,  produced  no  eflRsct  till  the  children  two  years  of  age.     In  the  course  of  a  year  it 

were  separated  one  from  the  othor,  when,  had  increased  in  sise,  so  as  to  be  nearly  of 

with  the  exoeptiTn  of  two  who  vrere  sent  the  size  of  a  turkey's  egg.    Being  punctured 

home,  the  patients  slowly  recovered.    The  at  this  time,  with  a  grooved  needle,  no  fluid 

two  who  were  removed  speedily  recovered,  escaped.      It    alowly   inoreawd,    vrithoot 

although  all  required   tlw    long-oontintted  occasioning  pain  or  inoonvenience,  and  thrae 

exhibition  of  mineral  tonics  to  remove  the  ^ears  ago  a  surgeon  passed  a  seton  through 

very  considerable  debility  that  remained.  it,  which  was  wiSidrawn  in  a  few  days,  when 

In  the    second    group,  commencing  in  a  discharge  had  beoi  established.  No  benefit 

October  last,  tiie  dental  sounds,  i.  e.  in-  was  gained  by  this  proceeding,  or  by  other 

Bpiratory  and  expiratory,  succeeded  almost  measures  adopted  to  reduce  its  sixe.    The 

immediately  on  the  hacking  cengh,  and  there  operation  for  its  removal  vrss  performed 

were  some  catarrhal    symptoms;    on    the  January  6th.      An  exploratory   puncture 

whole,  the   hysterical  chsiracter  ^as  well  with  a  bistoury  was  first  made  Intb  the 

marked.  centre  of  the  tumor.    TVs  was  followed 

A    considerable    number  were  now  at-  by  a  profose  discharge  el  blood,  and  the 

tasked;   many  of  those  who  had  formerly  swelling  somewhat  dimufldied in  rise.    Ki 

laboured  under  the  same  symptoms.    The  Wathob  was  next  exposed  by  dividing  tiM 

uproar    became    alarming    to    the    neigh-  skin  and  fascia  i   and  it  vras  now  observed 

hours.    No  remedial  means,  including  tur-  that  it  had  the  aspect  of  a  fiOty  tumor,  and 

pentine,    spiritus,     ammonis    sucdnatus,  was  evidently  mudi  leas  in  its  dfanensioia 

antispasmodics,  tonics,  mineral  and  vegetable  than  before  the  commeaeementof  the  opers- 

combined,  with  the  regular  use  of  the  shower  tion.    As  the  operation  was  proceeded  with 


FSLLOWES'  CLINICAL  PRIZE  ^REPORTS.  937 

tbe  tamor  continued  to  decretM  in  lize.    It  has  always  heat  good ;   was  never  laid*  up 

was  found  that  tbe  substance  of  wbicb  it  was  with  any  ilbiesSf  except  about  three  yeaiv 

c»nipo6ed  was  covered  by  the  fibres  of  the  since,  when  he  had  an  attack  similar  to  the 

semi-membranous  musclC}  and,  to  extirpatQ  present,  which  obliged  him  to  keep  in  bed 

it,    it    was    necessary    to    cut    into    that  for  a  month ;   he  was  treated  by  leeches, 

muscle.     In  the  course  of  the  operation  the  purgatives,  and  injections ;  after  the  attack 

tumor  had  to  be  followed  deeply  into  the  he  says,  about  half  a  pint  of  blood  was  dis- 

popliteal  space ;  it  had  to  be  dissected  off  charged  by  stooL      This  attaek  was  at- 

from  the  nerve,  and  a  good  deal  of  blood  tributed  to  his  having  taken  hb  meals  in  m 

was  Iq^.    Only  one  vessel  required  ligature,  white-lead  mannfactury,  where  he  was  thea 

The  wound  healed  favourably,  and  the  boy  working,  without  washing  his  hands.    Since 

was  able  to  walk  about  tbe  ward  on  the  16th  this   period    his  bowels  have  never  been 

day  from  the  operation.     On  ftiaking  a  sec-  regular  without  taking  medicine  occasionally, 

tion  of  the  tumor,  it  was  found  to  consist  of  but  he  has  never  had  any  pain  since  ;   never 

a  ma«8,  about  the  sise  of  a  hen's  eggt  of  had  any  weakness  of  the  limbs,  dropping  of 

most  perfect  erectile  tissue.     On  a  micro-  the  wrisf,  &c.,  and  the  muscles  are  well 

seopic  examination  y  an  appearance  was  viai-  developed ;  never  had  rheumatism,  pain  in 

Ue  like  that  of  the  nrasculi  pectinati  of  the  the  chest,  cough,  &c.  • 
heart ;  the  columns  of  the  reticulated  strac-        For  several  weeks,  ending  June  4th,  he 

ture  being  covered  with  a  smooth  membrane  had  been  working  at  flatting,  and  on  the 

resembling  that  lining  tbe  inner  sarfaces  of  evening  of  the  4th  he  drank  about  three* 

veins.    A  preparation  of   the  tumor  was  quarters  of  a  pint  of  gin ;  the  next  morning 

exhibited.    The  author  adds  some  obaerva-  he  felt  a  sensation  of  weight  about  the  um- 

tions  on  the  circumstances  which  were  pecu-  bilicus,  followed  by  a  gnawing  pain,   and 

Mar  in  this  case,  directhig  attention  especially  this    gradually    became   worse,    especially 

to  the  difficulties  occasioned  in  the  operation  at  times ;  he  however  continued  to  work  till 

by  the  tumor  being  covered  on  all  sides  by  the  10th  instant,  and  during  thb  time  waa 

muscular    fibres,  and    by  the    diminution  employed  in  a  very  close  house,  and  drank 

which  occurred  in  its  size  as  he  proceeded,  some  very  **  hard"  beer.     His  bowels  were 

He    closes    his    remarks    by  offering    the  opened  very  slightly  on  the  6th  and  8tii,  but 

opinion,  that  the  tumor  was  developed  in  with  these  exceptions  they  have  nq^  been 

the  substance  of  the  muscles  with  which  it  opened  since  he  was  taken  ill,  although  from 

was  connected.    Another  case  is  appended,  the  8th  he  has  been  taking  various  purgative 

where  the  author  removed  a  tumor  of  a  medicines,  pills,  mixtures,  jalap,  &c.     Has 

different  structure  from  the  side  of  the  neck ;  not  been  sick,  except  once  yesterday  even- 

and  where  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  morbid  ing  after  drinking  some  warm  beer,  with  the 

substance  originated  in  the  interior  of  the  view,  he  says,  of  making  the  jalap  operate. 
•temo-cleido<-mastoid  muscle.     A  drawing        Pregeni  spmptomt. — ^The  skin  is  cool,  and 

of  this  tumor  was  shown.  perspiring  flreely ;  complexion  rather  sallow 


about  the  eyes  and  forehead ;   countenance 

^-_  .  ^  •  — --   w    .^.^^  anxious;   brows  contracted,  &c.     Hecom- 

FELLOWES'  CLINICAL  PRIZE  pj^j^s  of  a  severe  griping  and  twisting  pahi 

REPORTS.  all  over  the  id»domen,  but  most  severe  just 

■D.,  A. •«..«.  1  T^..^^*  above  the  ambilujus ;  it  is  relieved  by  firm 

Br  ALFftEB  S,  lAPSOitf.  pressure,  and  he  feds  most  easy  when  he 

University  CoDege  Hospital,  1842.  Kea  on    his    back,    with   his  legt    drawn 

[Continued  fWmi  page  8B(K]  up ;  there  ia  no  hardness,  enlargement,  or 

.    .  increased  tension  of  the  abdomen ;  no  head- 

CAsaVIII.-Cb/tca/^tWoittim,  marked  hy  f^^f!    ^  respiration  and  heart's  soun^ 

teiHPre  pain  in  Me  abdomen,  obstinate  ^(kyj  V^  ^«'   ^^.^  "*^  ™^*' 

constipation,  blue  line  along  the  margins  «^  hard ;  tongue  moist,  «d  coTcred  with  a 

qfthe^gume  See.;  cured  bi combination,  JjHowishfar,  eipeaaUy  at  the  back  part; 

of  purgative  Snd  narcotic  remedie,,  alum,  the  gams  Uvea  bhieish  tinge  ijong  tU 

rJ^    ^  toarghis,  and  there  is   a  sort  of  greyish 

^  *  deposit  in  tills  sitoation;  appetite  moderate ; 

JoBN  Hallidat,  SBtat*  30,  admitted  June  tfaint  not  oooaidBrable. 

13,  1842,  under  Dr.  WiUiama.     A  short  g  ^.^^^    a.m.— Habeat  Enema  Pur. 

Buscolar    nan;    ruddy   oompleKion,    and  ^^^ 

irftf.SCSZ*JLta I^^!SSt;  »2  o  ci;«k.-Rep«Ut«r  Edod.  Fluguif. 

Jand,  but  nasneeliJivinciniiODaonios'some        »..«..       •       vi.i.  ^  Mt.**^  ml t 

time;  he  has  been  iT^nter  ever  aimse  he  Each  of  these  brought  away  a  Mtlie  fecal 

was  14  yeare  old ;   has  no  hereditary  pre-  "Mtter. 

disposition    to    disease;    habits    tolerably  3,  p.m.^9>  Calomel.gr.  viij. ;  OpiiPulv. 

regular ;   drinks  two  or  three  pints  ef  beer  gr.  i.    Ft.  pi|,  sUtim  sumend. 

daUy,  aometimea  a  Utile  nuMe.    His  health  ^  01.  Ricini,  f^.    Craa  mane  sumend. 
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In  the  evening  the  pain  in  the  boweh  was  of  Tirioa,  ai  if  a  miat  were  hefore  hi*  eyea ; 

very  severe,  and  he  was  ordered  to  have  hot  the  pnpila  are  both  dilated ;  the  tongie  is 

fomentations  applied,  and  to  take  the  fol-  more  coated ;  the  gums  are  dry,  and  he  ia 

lowing  draught : —  very  thirsty.     Urine  scanty. 

It,  01.  Ricini,  f^j.;  Tinct.  Opii,ntzzx.;  $»  Olei  Crotonis,  Tll^.  ;  Ext.  Belladon. 

Aq.  Menth.  pip.  f^sa.  ft.  haast.  gr.  j.     Mic.  Panis  q.  s.  ft.  pil.     Stating 

T        iJAU      rni.                  *v^-     -2—  *i.2-  sumenda,  et  omni  bihorio  ad  tertiam 

June  14th.-The  pam  is  rather  easierthis  viccmrepetenda.Sumatur  mistnraterdie 

mommg,  but  w  very  bad  at  tmies.     Pulse  tantum.  Vesperenisipriussolutusfuerit 

64,  compreaaiUe.  ^^^  injiciatur  Enema  Terebinthfaue. 

9  A.M.— R  01.  Ricini,  fSvj. ;  01.  Cro-  '     ^  ,       „         ,     ,.    ^ 

tonia.nij.;  Aqna  Menth.  Mist.  Acac.  20th.— He  took  all  three  doses  of  the 

aa.  f  5iii.  ft.  haust.  statim  snm.  croton  oil,  &c.  on  the  18th;    and  a  few 

hours  after  the  last  the  bowels  were  freely 
This  opened  the  bowels  once  freely  about  opened  three  times.    The  stooU  were  light- 
noon,  coloured  and  watery — not  lumpy.    The  pain 
3  P.M.— The  abdomen  is  not  enlarged  or  y^  easier  before  the  boweU  were  opened, 
knotted  at  all,  but  feels  rather  too  resistant  f^^^  afterwards  there  was  very  litUe  p«i» 
in  some  parts,  especially  round  the  umbUicus.  jeft,  and  he  has  had  no  return  of  it  sinee. 
The  sound  on  percussion  is  tympaniUc  There  is  a  slight  superficial  tenderness  over 
above  the  margins  of  the  ribs  on  the  right  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  but  this  ia 
side,  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  the  pul-  j^e,  he  thinks,  to  the  hot  fomentations,  &e. 
monary  resonance  extends  quite  as  far  down  pcels  stronger  and  better ;  pulse  80,  natural; 
as  usual  on  this  side.   The  pain  is  less.   The  appetite  retumuig ;  tongue  less  ftirred ;  pu- 
countenance  flushed  a  little.  piig  ,tiU  dilated ;  urine  much  more  abundant, 
Jt  Calomel.gr. v.;  Ext. BeUadonn8e,gr.j.  natural, 
it.  pil.  hork  somni  sumend.  Rcpetantnr  pilulsB  at  antes. 

9,  01.  Ricini,  f  Jj.  eras  mane.  21st.— He  took  the j)ills  in  the  same  way 

15  th.— The  pain  has  been  extremely  violent  as  before;  and  four  or  five  hours  after  the 

all  through  the  night ;  he  had  the  hot  fomen-  !»■*  do«  ^^7  opened  the  bowels  several 

tations  again,  but  without  relief;  he  is  easier  times.     He  looks  much  better,  and  says  he 

again  this  morning.   Pulse  104.   Bowels  not  "  q^ite  well,  only  rather  weak ;  has  no  pain 

opened  since  yesterday  at    noon.      Urine  **  «U  J  P^l*  natural ;  the  bluenees  of  the 

scanty ;  one  pint  in  twenty-four  hours ;  high  «omu  has  almost  disappeared ;  the  tongue  is 

coloured,  and  containmg  a  copious  red  sedi-  nearly  clean  ;  appetite  good ;  urine  firee  v 

ment,  dissolved  by  heating  or  adding  nitric  PttP«»  ^^^  dilated,  especially  the  left, 

acid.  Omittantur  M( 


Statim  Sumat.    OL  Ricini,  fjUs.  22d.-The  sound  on  percussion  is  natural 

1 6th. — ^The  pain  returned  again  lastevening  over  the  abdomen.    The  dulness  of  the  liver 

with  as  much  violence  as  ever.    The  bowels  reaches  to  the  maigin  of  the  ribs.    No  dim- 

were  opened  two  or  three  times  last  night,  ness  of  vision  left.     Bowels  still  fi-eelyopen, 

and  once  this  morning.    The  stools  were  and  he  makes  plenty  of  vrater. 

watery  and  dark  coloured,   and  contuned  23d. — Sleeps  well;  is  quite  recovered; 

some  scybala.    Urine  more  abundant.  bowels  regular,  &c.    Discharged  cured. 

9>  Ext.  Belladonns,  gr.  vj. ;  Alum.  Sulph.  Rxmarks. 

5g. ;  Aq.  Menth.,  Mist.  Camph.  aa.  2)ia^fiom.--The  case  was  cleariy  one  of 

f 5uj.  M.  ft.  Mistunu   Sum.  CocM.  y.  ^oUca  pictonum.     It  was  characterised  by  a 

magna  4ta  quaquc  bora.  constant  gnawing  and  griping  pain  in  the 

17th.^The  pain  was  severe  again  last  abdomen,  especially  about  the  umbilicus. 

nii^t.  and  continued  so  tiU  5  o'clock  this  Tbe    pain   was    increased    very    much    in 

morning,  after  which    he  slept  Ibr  some  paroxysms,  was  relieved  by  firm  pressure, 

hours.    Pulse   120,  rather  sharp.     Bowels  and,  Uke  almost  all  abdominal  pains,  was 

opened  once  freely  in  the  night    Urine  easiest  when  the  patient  was  lying  on  his 

scanty ;  sp.  gr.  1025  ;  contains  no  excess  of  ^>«k,  with  his  legs  drawn  up.    There  wis 

the  sulphates.  obstinate  constipation,  slight  sickness,  thint, 

c«..*t^  «,J..f    rw-s  i>u?«8  f^i   •••««»«  and  anxiety  of  countenance;  no  feverishneas 

Statim  sumat.  Olei  Ricini,  f  J  j.  et  r^-  .^^       j  ^^       ^    ^^  moderate) ;  the 

tatur  post  boras  tree  si  opus  sit.    Fiat  \»**"  *^'  "■**  *««»».,  f"***'  mw«wnw/ ,  um 

MMut  pvvv  uv<M  *««i  M  w|^«w          »  oomDlexiou  was  rather  sallow,  and  there  wm 

Mistnra  cum  Ext.  BeUtdonnsB,  rr.  viii.  /T*^  .  ^  ,"      ,  ««*»  aouvw,  ww  uk»«  wm 

ximjsi^ra  wuiu  xsAfc.  aTi-T"""-— ,  5^.  tmj.  ^  blueish  buc  along  the  margin  of  the  gums, 

18th. — ^The  castor  oil  had  no  effect  on  the  with  a  sort  of  greyish  deposition  between 

bowels.    The  pain  was  very  bad  again  last  ^this  and  the  teeth;  the  abdomen  was  not 

night  in  the  same  situation  as  before.     Since  knotted,  as  is  generally  the  case,  nor  was 

yesterday  afternoon  he  has  had  some  dimness  there  much  increased  tension  or  hardness  ; 
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there  was  some  about  the  umbilicaB,  and  the  into  the  langa  in  a  atate  of  fine  particles, 
tympanitic  sound  was  found  to  rise  one  or  and  there  absorbed  and  carried  into  the 
two  inches  above  the  marigins  of  the  ribs  on  circulation.    The  third  mode  is  by  being 
the  right  side :  this  is  frequently  the  case  in  taken  into  the  alimentary  canal  with  the 
painters'  oolic,  and  arises  from  the  presence  ingesta,  and  absorbed  with  thesci  &c. 
of  an  increased  quantity  of  gas  in  the  intes-        In  the  present  case  the  second  appeared  to 
tines,  which  are  thus  forced  in  front  of  the  have  been  the  chief  mode  of  introduction ; 
lower  border  of  the  liver,  and  do  not  displace  for  we  find  by  the  history  that  he  had  for 
it  upwards,  as  we  might  have  rather  antid-  several  weeks    immediately  preceding  the 
pated  would  have  been  the  case ;  tor  it  waa  attack  been  engaged  in  flatting,  i,  e.  paint- 
found  that  the  dull  sound  of  the  liver  did  ing  rooms  of  a  dead  white  colour,  in  which 
not  rise  at  all  above  the  usual  height,  and  turpentine  is  used  in  the  paint  instead  of 
at   a  subsequent  examination  the  dulness  oil.  and  from  its  volatility  the  particles  of 
reached  to  the  margins  of  the  ribs  as  usual,  lead  are  diffused  through  the  atmosphere  in 
It  could  not  be  confounded  with  either  the  room,  which  is  kept  closely  shut  up  all 
enteritis  or  peritonitis;   for  the  pain  waa  the  time.     This  kind  of  painting  is  well 
relieved  by  firm  pressure,  there  was  no  fever,  known  to  be  more  likely  to  cause  colic  than 
and  also  from  the  circumstances  under  which  any  other.      Probably  other    causes    also 
it  came  on.     It  could  not  be  colitis,  because  assisted  in  producing  it  here :  thus  we  find 
of  the  situation  of  the  pain,  and  the  ex-  that  he  had  an  attack  about  three  years  be- 
istenoe  of  constipation,  and  not  diarrhtiea,  fore  (when,  by  his  account,  it  was  produced 
ke.     It  waa  therefore  colic,  and  that  par-  in  the  third  mode,  he  having  been  working 
ticular  kind  of  colic  which  arises  from  lead  in  in  a  white-lead  manufactory,  and  been  care- 
the  system,  as  proved  by  the  more  gradual  less  enough  to  eat  his  meals  without  wash- 
accession  of  the  pain  than  in  ordinary  colic ;  ing  his  hands) ;  and  this  had  left  a  costive 
it  being  at  first  dull,  and  afterwards  more  state  of  the  bowels ;  so  that,  independently 
intense ;  also  the  blueness  of  the  gums,  and  of  the  predisposition  left  by  the  disease  to 
the  apparent  cause.  the  reproduction  of  itself,  there  was  here  an 
What  was  the  cmue  of  the  colic  ?    Consi-  actually  exciting  cause  of  colic.     Again, 
dering  the  nature  of  hia  employment  (house-  the  night  before  the  attack  commenced  he 
painter),  .there  could  be  little  doubt  that  drank  three-quarters  of  a  pint  of  gin,  be- 
lead  was  in  some  way  or  other  the  cause ;  sides  his  daily  allowance  of  beer ;  and  of  all 
and  the  blueness  of  the  gums  may  be  re-  the  exciting  causes  of  colic,  none  perhaps  is 
garded  as  a  proof  that  his  system  waa  under  more  common,  or  more  powerful  in  its  ope- 
the  influence  of  lead.     How  does  the  lead  ration,  than  intemperance.    Tanquerel  states 
get  into  the  system  ?     It  is  almost  certain,  that  he  has,  '*  in  a  good  many  cases,  seen 
notwithstanding  the  arguments  of  Tanquerel  the  disease  shew  itself  on  the  morrow,  or 
to  the  contrary,  that  there  are  three  ways  in  even  the  second  day,  after  a  debauch."  And, 
which  this  may  occur ;  and  when  once  it  haa  lastly,    after  the    attack    had  commenced 
entered,  it  may  produce  ita  effects  on  the  slightly,  it  appears  that  he  continued  his 
economy,  which  vary  according  to  drcum-  work  for  a  few  days  in  a  dose  and  dusty 
stances— sometimes  colic,  eometimesparaly  sis  house,  and  drank  pretty  much  very  hard 
of  motion  or  of  sensation,  sometimes  neu-  beer :  this  probably  contributed  to  render 
ralgia,  &c.    The  first  mode  of  introdiuction  the  attack  more  severe  than  it  might  other- 
is  absorption  through  the  skin :  this  mode  is  wise  have  been.    The  patient  does  not  ap- 
denied  by  Tanquerel,  but  there  is  a  case  in  pear  to  have  suffered  from  any  other  effect 
the  hospital  at  this  time  (July  1842)  which  of  lead  than  the  colic ;  ndther  paralysis  nor 
seems  to  prove  it ;  for  without  this  patient  neuralgia. 

having  had  colic,  &c.  he  has  paralysis  of  the        Next  as  to  the  treatment, — ^What  were  the 
head  and  arms*.    If  it  entered  the  system    indications  ?    The  first  undoubtedly  was  to 

through  the  lungs  with  the  air,  or  through  procure  a  free  passage  through  the  bowels ; 
the  intestinal  canal  with  the  ingesta,  how  wad,  before  attempting  to  docribe  the  most 
came  it  to  produce  no  effect  on  those  parts,  appropriate  means,  we  must  ascertain  what 
but  to  paraljTse  the  hands  and  arms?  To  i>  the  cause  of  the  obstruction.  Is  it  a 
explain  this  in  any  other  way  than  absorption  simple  accumulation  of  faecea  from  deficiency 
through  the  skin,  and  local  action  on  the  of  the  secretions  of  the  alimentary  canal,  or 
nerves,  we  must  adopt  some  more  violent  i"  there  a  paralysed  or  a  contracted  state  of 
.  assumption  than  this ;  as,  that  there  is  a  the  inteatines  to  cause  the  accumulation  ? 
certain  directing  power  in  the  system,  which  In  most  cases,  no  doubt,  there  is  accumulation 
oonducta  the  lead,  after  it  has  enterad  the  of  fseces  caused  by  one  or  other  of  the  two 
circulation,  to  the  muscles  of  the  Ibrearms,  latter  states,  and  there  are  different  opinions 
&c.    The  second  mode  is  by  being  carried    a*  to  which  of  the  two  it  is.     Tanquerel 

- states  that  in  a  great  many  cases  the  rectum 

•  This  case  will  be  reported  in  a  future  number    ^"*  fo^tkA  so  firmly  contracted  that  it  was 
of  the  Mbdical  Oazsttb.  almost  imposnble  to  introduce  the  finger; 
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bat  there  are  many  reasons  in  favour  of  latien  of  fbeoes  that  prodoeet  tbetynffoms, 

Abercrombic'a  opinion  that  the  aoeamulation  for  in  that  case  it  woold  be  saflldent  t^ 

depends  on  paralysis  of  the  muscular  fibres  cause  free  purging  once,  but  here  Hie  pain 

of  the  intestine :  this  opinion  is  strengthened  returned  again  and  again  after  the  bowda 

by  the  action  of  lead  on  other  parts  of  the  had  been  well  purged  sereral  times,  and  it 

body,  as  in  the  arms,  where  the  muscles  are  was  not  until  this  had  been  frequently  re* 

paralysed  as  to  motion,  but  sensation  re-  peated  that  permanent  relief  was  obtidned, 

mains  perfect,  and  it  is  also  confirmed  by  and  we  may  reasonably  bdiefe  that  by  thi« 

the  action  of  certain  remedies,  as  alum,  &c.  means  the  second  indication  is  fulfilled,  fix. 

It  is  of  the  less  importance  to  determine  the  elimination  of  the  lead  firmn  the  syaten : 

whether  the  obstruction  depend  on  spasm  or  we  find  by  the  reports  that  the  blnenesa  had 

paralysis,  as  in  either  case  the  use  of  narcotics  almost  diinppeared  from  the  gums  at  this 

is  indicated :  thus,  if  it  depend  on  spasm,  an  time,  and  that  bia  system  was  (|oite  under 

antispasmodic,  as  opium  or  belladonna,  by  the  influence  of  the  belladonna,  the  pupils 

relicTing  the  spasm  will  remove  the  ob-  dilated  and  vision  interfered  with :  altogether 

struction  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  de-  he  took  about  twenty- five  grams  of  the 

pend  on  paralysis,  it  is  attended  with  great  extract  of  belladonna  in  seven  days, 
pain,  which,  by  irritating  the  adjoining  parts        Amongst  the  remedies  administered 


of  llie  intestine,  will  cau^e  spasm  there,  and  alum  :  this  was  first  recommended  by  the 

thus  increase  the  obstruction,  and  conse-  Germans :    it  generally  acts  in  the    first 

quently  the    pain    should  be    removed  if  instance  as  a  ptirgativr,  although  its  proper- 

possible ;    therefore,  give  either  opium  or  ties  are  decidedly  astringent,  and  the  only 

belladonna  :  the  latter  possesses  one  great  plausible  explanation  of  this  is  that  it  oooi^ 

advantage  over  the  former  in  these  cases,  teracts  the  paralysis    which    Abercrombie 

viz.  that  it  produces  its  narootio  effect  with-  believes  to  exist,  and  thus  enables  the  in- 

out  tending  to  hicrease  the  constipation.  testines  to  act.      It  alsa  is  stated  to  act 

With  the  narcotic  we   must  conjoin  a  chemically,  in  consequence  of  containiog  a 

purgative,  and  the  best  of  all  is  calomel,  good  deal  of  sulphuric  add  which   con* 

commencing  with  a  large  dose,  and  following  verts  the  lead  into  an  insoluble  sulphate ; 

this  by  smaller  doses  with  castor  oil,  or  Q  but  in  such  a  ease  as  the  present,  where  the 

necessary  with  croton  oil.  disease  was  produced,  as  we  believe,  by  the 

In  the  present  case  the  treatment  was  inhalation  of  the  vapour  of  lead,  no  antidote 

commenced  with  a  puri>ative  enema ;  this  of  this  kind  is  likely  to  be  of  much  use. 

was  repeated  in  four  hours ;  three  hours  after  We  may  mention  here,  incidentally,  tint 

calomel  and  opium  were  given,  and  a  few  the  quantity  of  the  sulphatea  was  not  in- 

hours  after,  again  castor  oil  and  opium,  all  creased  in  the  urine  after  taking  this  remedy ; 

with  very  tittle  apparent  effect :  hot  fomen-  at  all  events  they  were  not  more  abundaiit 

tations  gave  some  relief.    The  2d  day  castor  than  in  healthy  urine, 

oil  and  croton  oil  in  the  morning,  which  There  was    nothing  remaikable  in  the 

opened  his  bowels  once  freely,  and  calomel,  case  itself;  it  presented  the  usual  fisatureB  of 

belladonna,  &c.  at  night.    The  3d  day  he  kad-colic,   and  amongst  these  there  was 

took  two  doses  of  castor  oil,  which  opened  the  blue  line  on  the  maqpns  of  the  gums, 

the  bowels  two  or  three  times,  and  brought  and  the  deposit  between  the  gums  and  the 

away  a  lot  of  scybala.    The  4th  day,  the  pain  teeth ;  which  depend,  probably,  it  ia  ssM, 

itilL-ftmaining  very  severe,  belladonna  and  on  the  lead  pervading  the  sjrstem,  and  beiqg 

aklm  were  given  every  four  hours,  and  this  in  these  situations  converted  into  a  sulphnret 

gave  him  more  ease  than  anything  hitherto  by  the  action  of  the  saliva  and  air,  ftc.     It 

administered,  and  opened  the  bowels  once  is  well  known  thst  lead  does  pervade  the 

fteely.    The  5th  day,  the  pain  having  in-  different  textures  of  the  body,  having  been 

creased,  the  quantity  at  the  belladonna  was  detected  in  the  intestines,  muscles,  brain, 

increased.     The  Gth  day,  the  belladonna  &e.  after  death.    We  are  not  aware  whether 

and  alum  were  given  less  frequently,  but  the  nraoous  membrane  of  the  large  intestine 

pills  containing  belladonna  and  croton  oil  has  been  observed  to  be  tinged  of  a  similar 

were  given  every  two  hours  for  three  doses,  colour  to  the  gums,  as  we  should  expect  that 

and  these  relieved  the  pain  and  opened  the  it  would  be,  from  the  presence  of  sulphuretted 

bowels  well  fai  a  few  hours,  and  the  pain  did  hydrogen  in  it,  if  the  above  be  the  correct 

not  return  again.     On  the  8th  day  the  same  explanation  of  the  colour  seen  in  the  gums, 

pillswere  repeated,  as  a  measure  of  precaution  The  prOffnoth  is  always  favourable   fai 

and  to  ensure  tiie  success,  and  this  was  the  cases  of  lead  colie  which  are  not  complicated 

last  medidne  he  took.     On  the  10th  day  ha  with  any  other  disease,  as  it  is  very  rarely 

was  dischaiiged  cured.  fiital.  Ae  result  has  been  already  mentionecL 

The  iwratUm  of  the  case  was  about  the 

average  time  in  cases  of  similar  severity,  — ^-. 
rather  under  than  above  it.     It  proves  very 
distinctly  that  it  is  not  a  simple  aoeumu- 
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CASE  OP  BRIGHTS  DISEASE,  cfftirion,  limited  by  adhesions,  in  the  carity 

of  the  left  pleiira,  was  present ;  and  probably 
WITH    POLYPOUS   CONCMTIONS    IN    THB  this  conclusion  was  not  unfoundcd,  fof  signs 
BiOBT  AUftiCLB,  AND  BZTftNsits  AD-  ©f  ^cent  pleuHtic  inflammation  on  the  left 
BB8I0N8  OF  THB  PLBURA  ON  THB  LBFT  rfdc  were  discoverod  in  the  post-mortem  ex- 
aiDB  OF  THB  CHB8T.  amination.     The  gradual  diminution  of  the 
By  John  Pbroy  dulness,  and  restoration  of  the  respiratoiy 
; [Concluded  from  paire  905.1  murmur  on  this  wde,  which  occurred  in  tiie 
^_^^  progress  of  the  case,  scrre  also  to  strengthen 
^           .      ^  this  conclusion.    The  epistazis  and  serere 
This  nnne  frequently  eonUined  a  mmute  dyspnoea,  which  preceded  the  ftital  termlna- 
quanHty  of  red  particka,  which  wer«  depo-  tion,  may  probably  be  satisfactorily    ex- 
ited after  tiie  lapse  of  a  few  hours.    By  the  plained  by  the  appearances  presented  by  the 
microscope,  colouriess  globules,  and  small  right  side  of  the  heart.     The  pulse  always 
irregular    fmgmcnU   of  epitheUum,    were  mrintained  the  same  ehnracter  of  rapidity 
rwdily  detected.     I  o)uld  not  satisfactorily  ^nd  feebleness.    The  treatment,  it  wiU  be 
decide    concerning  the  structure  of  these  seen,  had  reference  to  the  diseased  condition 
globules,  some  of  which  appealed  to  contain  ©f  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  to  the  removal 
each  another  globule.      Urea  was  readUy  of  the  anasarca,  and  to  the  improvement  of 
separated  by  the  addition  of  nitric  add  to  the  the  general  health.    The  patient  had  always 
«vqporated  urine,  and  was  present  only  in  had  delicate  health,  which,  in  a  ccrtam  de- 
small  quantity.      Darlc-coloured  crystals  of  gree,  he  inherited  from  his  father,  who'  still 
uric  acid  were  deposited  aftsr  the  addition  survives.    A  sister  alio,  who  is  a  miserable 
of  acetic  acid.     A  day  or  two  after  evacua-  decreuid  dwarf,  is  yet  living, 
tion  diis  urine  evolved  an  extreufly  offensive 

odour,  approximating  to  that  of  sulphuretted  c^sb  of  albuminous  ubinb  aftbr  poi- 

hydrogen.     Towards  the  last,  however,  this  sonino  by  corrosive  sublimate. 

offensive  odour  was  not  observed,  and  tha  Sarah  Field,  single,    about  17  yean  of 

urine  was  passed  transparent.  age,  was  brought  into  the  Queen's  Hospital 

In  a  case  of  Bright's  disease,  which  I  at  8  p.m.,  Sept.  21,  1842.     It  was  stated  by 

have  now  under  treatment,  I  have  carefully  her  relatives,  as  well  as  by  herself,  that  an 

examined  the  urine  with  one  of  Powell's  hour  ago  she  had  taken  arsenic,  with  a  view 

microscopes  (whldi  I  was  kindly  permitted  to  self-destruction.     I  saw  her  half  an  hour 

to  use  by  its  owner.  Dr.  Blakiston),  and  I  after    her  admission,    when  she  laboured 

have  also  clearly  seen  comparatively  large  under  the  following  symptoms  : — The  lower 

and  irregular  globules.     I  am  happy,  there-  lip  was   considerably  swdled,    and  salivR 

fore-,  to  confirm  the  observations  which  Dr.  flowed  copiously ;    the    cheeks  also    were 

Bird  has  published  upon-  this  subject  in  swelled,  shining,  and  tense ;  she  could  not 

Guy's  Hospital  Reports.  protrude  her  tongae ;  the  eounteoanoe  was 

Observations. — The  interest  of  this  flushed  ;  she  complained  of  burning  pain  in 

case  consists  principally  in  the  |  resenoe  of  her  throat,  and  of  a  coppery  taste ;  the 

true    polypous    concretions    in    the    right  pulse  was  small  and  extremely  feeble,  and 

auricle.     Fk^quently  concretions  of  this  kind  the  extremities  were  clammy  avd  cold ;  there 

contain  purulent  matter  in  the  centre.    Al-  was  slight  tenderness  on  pressure  in  the 

though  they  had  not  a  properly  organized  epigastrium,  but  she  made  no  complaint  of 

structure,  yet,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  pain  in  that  situation.     It  occurred  to  me 

they  had  evidently  existed  during  a  const-  that  these  sjrmptoms  tnora  nearly  resembled 

derable  period  before  the  death  of  the  pa-  those  of  poisoning  by  oorrouve  sublimate 

tient.      It  is  possible  that  the   fibrinous  than  those  of  poisoning  by  arsenic.      Ac* 

layer,  extending  through  the  tricuspid  valve,  oordingly  inquiry  was  immediately  made  of 

blight  have  been  formal  subsequently  to  the  the  druggist  from  whom  the  poison  had  been 

roiinded  concretions,  and  have  occasioned  in  purchased,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  oor- 

great  measure  the  extreme  aggravation  of  rosive  snbUmate  was  really  the  substance 

symptoms  towards  the  termination  of  the  which   the    patient    bad    procured.      She 

case.    The  boy,  it  will  be  remembered,  al-  mixed  thirty  grains,  in  coarse  powder,  with 

ways  referred  his  disease  to  an  affection  of  water  in  a  tca-cnp,  and  immediately  after* 

the  heart,  which,  however,  I  frequently  and  wards  swallowed  the  liquid.     A  considerable 

carefully  examined,-  without  being  able  to  quantity  of  the  powder  remained  in  the  cup. 

detect  any  decided  evidence  of  organic  dis-  It  appeared  that  she  and  other  membere  of 

ease.     From  the  general  dulness  on  pereus-  her  family  were  engaged  in  the  manufactnre 

sion  of  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  extending  of  hooks  and  eyes,  and  tiiat  corrosive  subU* 

higher  posteriorly  than  anteriorly,  the  ab-  mate  is  employed  in  the  process  of  siftveiing 

seioe  of  resonance,  and  the  fixed  condition  these  articles.    VomitiBg  soon  followed  the 

of  this  side  during  inspiration  as  well  as  ex*  taking  of  the  poison,  and  before  she  arrived 

piration,  I  was  indnoed  to  conclude  that  at  the  hospital  had  again  been  induced  by.an 
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oxide  of  iron  was  given ;  and  as  soon  as  ^^^^^ 

information  was  received  that  the  symptoms 

of  poisoning  were  occasioned  by  corrosive        To  the  BdUor  t^fike  Medieai  GatetUm 

sublimate,  and  not  by  arsenic,  the  albumen 

of  eggs  was  freely  administered.   A  diffusible 


Sir, 


stimulant  was  prescribed,  and  hot  applica-  As  Dr.  Martin  Barry  has  noticed  in  the 

tions  were  made  to  the  feet.     At  thirty-five  Lancet  some  observations  I  made,  in  the 

minutes  past  nine  she  passed  two  quarts  of  Annals  Magazine  of  Natural  History,  on  the 

pale  urine ;  and  at  twdve  she  again  voided  blood  and  fibre,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your 

a  pint  and  a  half  of  the  same  kind  of  urine,  inserting  in  your  yaluable  journal  an  extracC 

Pulse  120,  feeble.    I  saw  her  at  this  time,  from  my  paper  relating  to  these  subjects, 

wheal  the  symptoms  were  in  all  respects  with  one  or  two  observations. — I  am,  sir, 
simUar  to  those  previously  described.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Thir^-five  minutes  past  one,  a.m. — She  J.  W.  Gripfitb,  M.D.  F.L.S. 

has  had  one  stool,  without  pain  or  tenesmus. 
She  complains  of  giddiness  and  headache.  Extracts  from  my  original  paper,  men- 

After  this,  reaction  supervened.  Leeches  tioned  above : — 
were  applied  to  the  throat  on  the  following  *'  1*  Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  M. 
day.  linseed  tea  was  ordered  for  common  Barry  I  have  examined  his  preparations  ex- 
drink.  The  patient  continued  rapidly  to  hibiting  the  interlacement  of  double  spirals ; 
improve,  and  in  a  few  days  left  the  hospital  but  although  the  appearance  presented  in 
convalescent,  a  portion  of  the  mucous  mem-  <^i^  or  two  of  them  is  exactly  similar  to  that 
brane  of  the  fauces  having  separated  by  which  would  be  seen  when  a  fibre  formed  in 
slough.  the  manner  described  by  him,  and  of  the 

The  specific  gravity  of  the  pale  urine,  wme  size  as  his,  was  examined  under  the 

passed  during  the  fint  night,  was  1009^.  microscope*  nevertheless  there  are  one  or  two 

Slight  turbidity  was  occasioned  by  heat,  but  points  which  strongly  militate  against  the 

was  instantly  removed  by  nitric  add.  idea  of  their  being  reidl'y  double  q>irals.    In 

For  several  davs   afterwards  her  urine  one  beautiful  preparation  made  by  Professor 

contained  a  considerable  quantity  of  albu-  Sharpey  from  the  tadpole,  the  upper  portion 

men,  which,   however,  disappeared  before  of  one  of  the  fibrills  exhibited  an  apparent 

she  was  dJsohaiged  from  the  hospital.    One  interlacement  most  distinctly ;  so  much  so, 

specimen  presented  the  following  charac-  that  I  am  sure  no  prejudiced  eye  even  could 

ten : — It  was  turbid,  and  had  a  pale  brown  have  viewed  this  alone  without  coming  to  the 

colour ;    its  odour   was  urinous ;   sp.   gr.  conclusion  that  it  was  formed  in  the  manner 

1028^;    it  was  abundantly  coagulated  by  described  by  Dr.  Barry ;  but,  upon  viewing 

heat,  as  well  as  by  nitric  acid.  the  fibre  lower  down,  theinterladng  appear. 

Observations. — From  the  manner  of  &nce  was  replaced  by  that  of  a  rope,  wherdn 
mixing^  the  corrosive  sublimate,  and  from,  the  fibres  all  took  one  oblique  direction, 
the  history  of  the  symptoms,  it  is  certain  leaving  spaces  between  them.  When  this 
that  only  a  very  small  quantity,  if  any,  of  lower  part  was  carefully  brought  in  and  out 
the  poison  w^  received  into  the  stomach,  of  focus,  at  first  the  oblique  portions  of  fibre 
Its  effects  were  principally  confined  to  the  above  described  were  seen,  but  afterwards  no 
throat  and  fauces.  The  severe  tenesmus  alteration  would  bring  into  focus  the  poste- 
which  is  reported  generally  to  follow  poison-  rior  portions  of  the  coil,  which  satisftustorily 
ing  by  corrosive  sublimate  was  not  present  convinced  me  that  they  were  really  not  spiral 
in  the  case  of  Field.  The  rapidity  with  fibres.  When  we  examine  spirals,  however 
which  salivation  was  effected  is  remarkable,  minute,  from  vegetables  under  the  micros- 
She  took  the  poison  at  7  p.m.,  and  when  I  cope,  we  can  firet  bring  into  focus  the  upper 
saw  her,  between  8  and  9,  the  saliva  was  portion  of  the  coils,  and  then,  by  depressing 
flowing  profusely.  Albumen  has  frequently  the  object-glass,  distinctly  perceive  the  lower ; 
been  detected  in  the  urine  in  similar  cases,  but  in  the  case  of  the  specimen  spoken  of 
It  appeared  to  me  possible,  that  its  presence  this  oould  not  be  done.  I  cannot  help  be- 
in  this  excretbn  might,  in  some  way  or  lieving,  that  in  this  lower  portion  the  fibre 
other,  be  connected  with  the  large  quantity  really  has  separated  into  discs,  whose  edges 
of  albumen  given  as  an  antidote,  liiiscon-  give  the  peculiar  rope-like  appearance;  but 
jecture,  however,  was  not  substantiated  by  I  cannot  explain  the  cause  of  the  peculiar 
experiment ;  for  Mr.  Webb,  one  of  the  resi-  appearance  of  the  upper  portion.  The  fact 
dent  medical  offioera  of  the  hospital,  swal-  of  the  fibres  of  muscles  splitting  into  discs  is, 
lowed  at  my  request  the  whites  of  twelve  I  think,  a  proof  that  they  cannot  be  spirals, 
eggs,  without  discovering  afterwards  a  trace  To  break  up  into  discs,  the  fibrills  must  be 
of  albumen  in  his  urine.  weaker  in  one  portion  than  another,  and  I 

— '*-  have  no  doubt  this  weak  part  is  opposite  the 
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dark  lioe  -on  the  fibrOfl,  where  they  are  thin-  appeanneee  be  called  yital  ?    Have  we  any 

nest :  but  I  do  not  believe  the  fibrils  are  right  to  believe  that  they  take  place  in  tiie 

beaded ;  I  think  they  are  merely  transversely  living  body  '     Moreover,   where  do  these 

thinned  opposite  the  dark  portions,  and  that  formmg  or  perfected  fibres,  &c.  pass  through 

the  beaded  appearance  is  an  optical  ilia-  the  capillaries  ?     And  how  is  it  we  do  not 

non."  find  in  certain  cases  fibres,  epithelimn  oellSy 

**  2.  The  appearances  observed  by  Dr.  &c.  existing  in  the  arteries,  veins,  or  capil- 

Barry  in  the  blood  are,  I  think,  totally  mis-  laries  ? 

interpreted ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  Dr.  1  must  say,  however,  that  no  views  have 
WiUshire  comparing  the  fibre  of  the  blood-  been  yet  advanced  which  will  explain  some 
disc  to  a  dark  line  on  a  piece  of  starch,  for  I  of  the  appearances  presented  by  muscular 
am  convinced  that  it  is  not  a  fibre  at  all.  I  fibre.  Some  of  those  which  have  been 
believe  the  appearance  alluded  to  is,  in  all  figured  by  Dr.  Barry  certainly  cannot  be  ex- 
cases,  produced  after  the  vitality  of  the  blood  plained  on  the  views  advanced  by  Mr.  Bow- 
is  destroyed,  and  is  dependent  on  physical  man ;  although  I  believe  the  appearance 
causes  alone  for  its  production.  The  blood-  figured  by  him,  in  the  new  Cyclopedia  of 
discs  are  sacs,  containing  the  colouring  mat-  Physiology,  to  be  the  real  structure  of  the 
ter  of  the  blood  and  a  liquid,  which  is  most  musole  in  its  ordinary  form, 
probably  the  same  as  the  liquor  sanguinis.  Dr.  Barry  cannot,  I  feel  convinced,  ima- 
Dr.  Barry  says,  *  the  filaments  may  bie  dis-  gine,  that  I  am  exceeding  the  bounds  of  pro- 
cerned  without  any  addition  whatever,  \fthe  priety  in  publicly  noticing  what  he  was  kind 
coagulation  has  £«^n,  provided  its  appear-  enough  to  show  me  in  private.  Feeling  as- 
ance  be  familiar,'  &c.  I  believe  that  the  sured  that  his  object  is  no  other  than  the 
sac  is  generally  cracked  at  the  time  of  the  advancement  of  science,  I  can  only  say  that 
production  of  the  fibre,  and  the  contents  I  have  no  other  motive ;  but  advance  these 
coagulated,  either  by  the  causes  producing  objections  to  his  views  with  the  idea  that  it 
the  ordinary  coagulation  of  the  blood,  or  by  is  the  duty  of  every  one  who  has  the  oppor- 
the  imbibition  of  a  portion  of  corrosive  sub-  tunity  to  throw  his  mite  into  the  common 
limate,  when  that  is  used.''  heap ;  and  that  the  opposition  of  any  theory 

will  either  bring  forward  evidence  explaining 

I  leave  the  reader  to  judge  whether  the  the  difficulties,  and  thus  fixing  truUi  on  an 

•deeeription  of  the  fibre  in  the  blood  corpus-  immoveable  basis,  or  bring  up  some  new 

cles,  given  by  me,  is  sufficient  to  authorize  views,  by  means  of  which  the  old  difficulty 

any  one  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  I  will  be  solved,  and  the  same  truth  irresistibly 

have  seen  it  or  not.     I  believe  that  the  con-  founded. 

eideration  of  the  abstract  appearances  pre-    

sented  by  objects  under  the  microscope  -.  nPTTPATTOV 
serves  very  often  rather  to  caU  forth  the  ^^^  Ol'li.KAllON. 
powers  of  the  imagination  as  to  what  might  «— .— 
cause  such  appearances,  than  as  the  means  pRorKSSOS  Mott  requests  me  to  mention 
of  making  out  the  real  structure  of  bodies :  to  you,  that  he  has  lately  performed  a  novel 
and,  in  examining  different  structures,  we  operation,  for  the  removal  of  a  large  fibrous 
ought  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  asastance  of  tumor  from  the  nasal  cavity  of  the  left  side, 
all  the  means  of  investigation  in  our  power —  a  description  of  which  will  be  drawn  up  for 
as  dissection,  chemical  agents,  heat,  maoera-  publication  in  the  April  number  of  your 
tion,  &c.  Were  these  made  use  of  in  all  Journal.  The  operation  consisted  in  making 
cases,  I  feel  convinced  we  should  arrive  at  an  incision  through  the  softp  arts,  oommenc- 
more  satisfactory  and  less  discrepant  results,  ing  a  little  on  the  mesial  side  of  the  internal 
Now  the  effect  of  maceration  in  the  case  of  angular  process  of  the  os  frontis,  and  ex- 
muscular  fibre  convinces  me  that  no  such  tending  downwards  to  the  upper  Up,  which 
arrangement  as  that  of  a  double  spiral  can  was  divided  at  about  three  lines  from  the 
exist ;  otherwise  why  do  we  have  the  separa-  angle  of  the  mouth.  Two  flaps  were  tlen 
tion  into  discs  ?  Tliis  has  been  accurately  reflected,  the  internal  inclttding  the  cartila- 
figured  and  described  by  Mr.  Bowman,  and  ginous  parts  of  the  nose,  and  the  tissues  oc- 
every  microscopist  must  have  seen  it.  As  vering  the  os  nasi  of  the  left  side ;  the  ex- 
regards  the  formation  of  the  tissues  of  the  temal  laying  bare  the  bone  as  far  as  the 
body  from  the  blood  corpuscles,  there  seem  infra-orbital  foramen.  The  anterior  part  of 
to  me  insuperable  difficulties  in  these  views,  the  tumor  was  now  somewhat  more  distinctly 
In  addition  to  the  majority  of  the  appear-  seen,  and  the  nasal  cavity  was  fkrther  exposed 
ances  which  have  been  observed  in  the  blood  by  sawing,  vertically,  through  the  os  nasi  as 
having  occurred  qfter  the  blood  has  Irft  its  far  as  the  transverse  suture,  so  as  to  avoid 
vessels,  in  many  cases  theg  have  been  seen  the  descending  plate  of  the  ethmoid.  The 
taking  place,  under  the  microscope,  in  the  superior  maxillary  bone  was  now  divided  in 
blood  femoved  from  the  body.    Can  theiie  a  line  from  the  upper  part  of  this  cut  to  a 
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point  oppofite  the  second  biciwpif  tooth,  and 
on  a  lerel  with  the  floor  of  the  nostrils. 
Another  section  was  made  from  the  termi* 
nation  of  the  last,  extending  horizontallj 
inwards  towards  tiie  Tomer.  The  osseous 
parts,  comprising  the  os  nasi,  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  snperior  maziUary  bone,  and 
the  08  spongiosum  inferius,  were  then  de* 
tached.  The  oonneetions  of  the  tumor  were 
partially  separated,  but  the  disease  was  so 
extenrive  that  a  part  had  to  be  removed 
through  the  anterior  opening  before  the  poa* 
tenor  attachments  oould  be  liberated.  These 
having  been  detached,  the  larger  portion  of 
tUa  extensive  disease,  which  passed  into  the 
pharynx  and  plugged  up  completely  the  poe- 
terior  nares  was  removed  by  introducing 
through  the  month  a  large  curved  valsellum, 
and  foicepa,  and  seizing  the  mass  as  it  de- 
scended into  the  pharynx. 

Within  the  last  week  I  have  seen  in  the 
London  Medical  Gazbttb,  a  case  related 
by  Mr.  Earle,  in  which  he  attempted  to 
remove  a  malignant  tumor  from  the  nasal 
cavity  by  cutting  away  a  portion  of  the  nasal 
bone  with  Listen's  forceps,  after  dividing  the 
noatf  in  the  mesial  line,  but  his  patient  died, 
and  neither  in  result  nor  performance  can 
his  operation  be  eaid  to  resemble  that  of 
Professor  Mott.  One  of  the  chief  objects 
which  Dr.  Mott  had  in  view  in  the  projection 
of  his  operation  was,  the  removal  of  so  much 
of  the  bones  as  would  facilitate  the  entire 
detachment  of  the  inferior  spongy  bone  from 
which  malignant  growths  frequently  com* 
menoe,  and  this  last  successful  surgical  pro- 
cedure of  the  celebrated  Professor  must  be 
ranked  as  one  of  the  modem  and  important 
improvements  in  operative  medicine,  for  the 
ezsection  of  morbid  structures,  which,  if 
allowed  to  remain,  would  inevitably  prove 
fatal  to  those  thus  siffected. — Dr.  Camochan, 
in  American  Journal, 
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627.  Amputation,  Mr.  Solly's  clinical  lecture  on. 

Accidents  in  coal  mines,  editorial  observa-  in  cases  of  severe  injury,  487. 

tions  on,  with  comparison  of  the  various  Anatomy,  Mr.  Graingex''s  microscopic  re- 

"safety"  lamps,  705.  searches  in,  167. 

Acetate  of  alumina.  Dr.  Sharpless's  case  of  Analogy  between  the  dispensers  of  instruc- 

preservation  of  tbe  human  body  by,  570.  tion  and  of  medicine,  editorial  remarks 

Aconitine,  manufacture  of,  430.  on  the  subject  of  the,  623. 

Adams,  Mr.  J.  J.,  on  the  surgical  treatment  Ansmia,  Mr.Tapsou  on  a  well-mariied  case 

of  impaired  vision,    consequent  on  the  of,  with  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  793. 

operation  for  strabismus,  397.  Animal  electricity,  Dr.  Letheby's  lecture  on 
Mr.  Francis,  case  t)f  dislocation  at  886,  918. 

the  knee-joint,  409;  correction  of  an  error  Aneurism,  case  of,    of  the  external  iliac 

in  the  account  of  ditto,  640.  artery,  in  which  a  ligature  was  placed  on 

Addison's,  Mr.  remarks  on  Mr.  T.  Wharton  the  vessel  close  to  the  bifurcation  of  the 

Jones's  obsewations  on  the  blood,  180;  common  iliac  artery,   by  Mr«  Belling- 

researches  on  the  nature  of  tubercles,  220.  ham,  29. 

Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  Cambridge,  elec-  Aneurism,  false.  Dr.  Bicknill's  remarks  on 

tion  of  medical  officers  to,  192,  240.  Mr.  Listen's  variety  of,  143. 

Adulterations  of  opium,  304.  Aneurism,  popliteal,  case  of«  377. 

Adulteratiens  in  the  expressed  oils  of  com-  Aneurism,  case  of,  of  the  external  iliac  and 

meroe,  method  for  the  detection  of,  349.  femoral  arteries  at  their  origin,  569. 

Air,  fatal  cases,  related  by  Dr.  Godemer,  Aneurism,  Dr.  J.  Adair  Lawrie's  clinical 

from  tbe  introduction  of,  into  the  veins,  notes  on,  102,  634,  ^IT,  710. 

during  operations,  270.  Animation,  suspended,  Dr.  H.  G.  Douglas's 

Aldis*s,  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  two  cases  of  "  fits,^'  case  of,  after  fourteen  minutes'  submer- 

181;  account  of  a  new  percussion  instru-  sion  in  water,  448. 
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Anthrax,  Dr.  Turcfaetti*t  cawi  of,  produced 
by  diBeafled  meat,  1S7. 

Antimony,  tartarized,  Mr.  Alfred  Smee  on 
the  treatment  of  syphilis  by^  44. 

Apoplezv,  nervous,  and  pal^.  Dr.  Thomas 
Mayors  lectures  on,  at  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians :— Case  from  Morgagni,  requiring 
for  its  explanation  an  hypouiesis  distinct 
from  that  of  compression,  199 ;  such  hy- 
pothesis first  distinctly  afforded  b^  Dr. 
KirUand,  SOO ;  apoplexia  gravior  viewed 
by  him  as  a  nenrous  affection,  but  incura- 
ble, 201 ;  his  hypothesis  useful  in  milder 
forms  of  nerrous  apoplexy,  209;  illustra- 
tive cases,  ib.;  nervous  palsy  compared 
with  that  from  compression,  903;  illus- 
trative cases,  ib.;  grounds  for  consider- 
ing this  subject,  its  importance,  and  the 
prior  neglect  of  it,  205;  opinion  that 
nervous  apoplexy  contraindicates  copious 
depletion,  considered,  278 ;  question 
whether  apoplexy  from  compression  does 
not  rather  contraindtcate  it,  280 ;  cases, 
ib. ;  defective  hypothesis  which  led  to 
first  opinion,  281 ;  criteria  of  severe  ner- 
vous apoplexy,  or  apoplexia  sravior,  con- 
siderea;  illustrated  by  insulation,  289; 
soothing  practice,  as  opposed  to  deple- 
tory, appropriate  to  milder  forms  of  ner- 
vous apoplexy,  284;  this  subject  consi- 
dered in  relation  to  moral,  intellectual, 
and  physical  excitants,  ib. ;  the  disease 
properly  called  hysteria  often  confounded 
with  hysterical  diathesis,  310;  mischie- 
vous results  of  this,  312 ;  criteria  consi- 
dered through  which  this  confusion  may 
be  avoided,  314. 

Apoplexy,  Mr.  T.  C.  Lewis  on  the  treat- 
ment of,  291. 

Apothecaries*  Hall,  lists  of  gentlemen  who 
nave  received  certificates,  32,  96,  160, 
192,  304, 352,  464,  672,  944. 

Apothecaries'  Hall,  questions  to  students 
examined  at,  in  materia  medica  and  the- 
rapeutics, 301. 

Aqua  chalybeata,  Dr.  Ure*s  report  of  an 
analysis  and  examination  of  the,  300. 

Arsenic  and  mercury,  bydriodate  of,  various 
extracts  shewing  the  medical  effects  of, 
317. 

Amott's,  Mr.  Hunterian  oration  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons,  742. 

Artery,  primitive  iliac.  Dr.  Edward  Pearce's 
case  of  ligature  of  the,  523. 

Arteries,  Mr.  Gulliver  on  fatty  degeneration 
of  the,  with  a  note  on  some  other  fatty 
degenerations,  876. 

Arteries,  external  iliac  and  femoral,  case  of 
aneurism  of  the,  at  their  origin,  569. 

Arteries,  Mr.  Paget  on  the  structure  of  the, 
830. 

Ascites,  remarkable  case  of,  95. 

Ascites,  Mr.  Robbs*  case  of,  182. 

Ascites,  case  of,  complicated  with  anasarca 
and  tympanitis,  522. 


Asiatic  cholera.  Dr.  Ayres*  case  of,  18. 

Atrophy  of  the  right  deltoid  muscle  from  in- 
jury of  the  circumflex  nerve,  Mr.  Mayo'a 
case  of,  50. 

Auscultation,  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  on  the 
construction  and  application  of  inatru- 
ments  used  in,  401. 

Ayres',  Dr.  case  of  Asiatic  cholera,  18. 


B. 


Baly,  Dr.  W.  on  the  prevention  of  scurvy  in 
prisons,  pauper  lunatic  asylums,  &o.,  699, 
798. 

Bartrum,  Mr.  on  some  peculiar  ctrcum- 
stances  observed  by  him  in  the  examina- 
tion of  albuminous  urine,  80. 

Bang's,  Professor,  method  of  treating  fever, 
31. 

Beale  v.  Self,  for  libel,  notice  of  the  caaie« 
486. 

Beck,  Dr.  on  some  of  the  signs  of  live  and 
still  biith,  in  their  applications  to  medical 
jurisprudence,  238, 267. 

Bellingham*s,  Mr.  case  of  aneurism  of  the 
external  iliac  artery,  in  which  a  ligature 
was  placed  on  the  vessel  close  to  the  bi- 
furcation of  the  common  iliac  anery,  29. 

Bell,  Sir  Charier,  memoir  of,  with  a  sum- 
mary of  his  discoveries  on  the  nervous 
system,  and  observations  on  the  opinions 
of  physiologists  on  this  subject  before  and 
since  the  publication  of  his  views,  743. 

Bell's,  Mr.  Joseph,  midwifery  case,  in 
which  the  placenta,  was  found  thickly 
studded  with  small  points  of  bone,  112  ; 
case  of  fatal  haemonhage  from  swallow- 
ing a  needle,  694. 

Belcombe's,  Mr.  case  of  dropsy  occurring  in 
early  life,  404. 

Berzelius,  anecdotes  of,  830. 

Beyer's,  Dr.  case  of  wound  of  the  intestines 
cured  by  nature,  128. 

Biceps,  case  of  ruptured  tendon  of  the, 
reported  by  Dr.  Knox,  215;  case  of  par- 
tial dislocation  of  the,  with  rupture  of 
some  of  its  fibres,  216. 

Biceps,  Mr.  John  Soden,  jun.  on  dislocated 
tendon  of  the,  368. 

Bile,  Dr.  Kemp  on  the  composition  of  the, 
founded  on  its  elementary  analysis,  393, 
806. 

Billsof  mortality  in  the  sixteenth  century ,430. 

Bird's,  Dr.  Golding,  case  of  enlarged  bron* 
chial  glands,  218. 

Bird's,  Dr.  Golding,  lectures  on  the  physi- 
cal and  pathological  chimusters  of  urinary 
deposits  —  see  '*  Urinary  deposits,  Dr. 
Golding  Bird's  lectures  on  the  physical 
and  pathological  characters  of." 

Bisulphuret  of  carbon.  Dr.  Turaboll's  hints 
on  the  action  of,  178. 

Blepharitis  mucosa,  cured  by  a  solutioo  of 
lunar  caustir,  607. 
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Blieding's,  Dr.  case  of  transrusiou  of  the  Brodie*8,  Sir  Benjamin,  lectures  illustrative 
blood  of  a  goat  into  the  veins  of  a  mw,  of  some  important  circumstances  con- 
l9f .  nected  with  operative  surgery,  588,  641. 

Blindness,  Dr.  R.  D.  Tliomsou  on  the  na-  Bronchial  glands,  Dt,  Golding  Bird*s  case 
tore  andcuve  of,  produced  by  oil  of  vitriol,        of  enlarged,  with  remarks,  218. 

513.  Brown's,  Mr.  J.  D.  surgical  cases : — Con. 

Bioiam*8,  Mr.  case  of  ulceration  of  the  in-  genital  vomiting,  3S6 ;  nervous  affection, 
temal  jugular  vein,  communicating  with  ib. ;  lupus,  ib. ;  scrofulous  ulceration  of 
an  abscess,  877.  the  lower  lip,  Sft7 ;  uterine  hemorrhage. 

Blood  and  fibre.  Dr.  J.  W.Griffiths  on,  942.        ib.;  squinting,  ib. 

Blood* corpuscules,  Mr.  Paget  on,  155.  Bucknill,  Dr.  on  Mr.  Listen's  "variety  of 

Blood-vessels,  capillary,  Mr.  Snow  on  the        false  aneurism,"  143. 

circulation  in   the,  and  on  some  of  its  Bums,  Mr.  J.  £,  Erichsen  on  the  pathology 
connections  with   pathology  and  thera-        of,  544,  588. 

peutics,  810.  Bums,  Mr.  Dick  on  the  pathology  of,  621. 

Blood.  Mr.  Addison's  remarks  on  Mr.  T.  Burton,  Dr.  on  the  use  of  different  forms  of 


Wharton  Joum's  obeervatioas  on  the,  180.  the  same  medicine  in  equivalent  doses,  40. 

Bone,  M.  Flourena  on  the  development  of,  Butcher's,  Mr.  case  of  tapping  of  the  brain, 

4C8.  909. 
Bone-setting  extraordinary,  573. 

Books,  analyses  and  notices  of:—  C. 
Dr.  M'Cormac's  method  us  medendi,  83. 

Dr.  Huirs   essays  on   determination  of  Cadet's,  Sig.  J.  B.  S.  history  of  a  lacerated 

blood  to  the  head,  335.  wound  cured  with  creosote,  606  ;  case  of 

Dr.  Lee's  clinical  midwifery,  reviewed,  blepharitis  mucosa  cured  by  a  solution  of 

396.  lunar  caustic,  607. 

Mr.  Robertson's  practical  treatise  on  the  Calomel,  M.  Laner  on  the  employment  of, 

human  teeth,  XTl,  in  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  383. 

Dr.  Prichaid  on  the  different  forms  of  Calomel,  M.  Lepage  on  the  transformation 

insanity,  557.  of,  into  corrosive  sublimate,  under  the  in- 

Dr.  Jules  Sichel's  mteoire  sur  ie  glau-  lluence  of  the  chlorides  of  the  alkalies, 

con^e,  559.  429. 

Mr.  B.  B.  Cooper*8  Life  of  Sir  Astley  Calomel,  Mr.  Murray's  experiments  on  the 

Cooper,  560.  operation  of,  670, 

Dr.  Walshe  on  the  physical  diagnosis  of  Calculi,  Dr.  Bence  Jones's  remarks  on  the 

diseases  of  the  lungs,  787.  collection  of,  in  St.  George's  Hospital, 

Dr.  Paris's  pharmacologia,  787.  876. 

Dr.  Gravea^  system  of  clinical  medicine,  Camp's,Dr.W.  tabular  view  of  the  treatment 

897.  of  uterine  hemorrhages,  553. 

Galen  on  the  band,  ib.  Camp,  Dr.  on  a  new  mode  of  applying  the 

Gobbi  on  the  dependence  of  the  physical  nitrate  of  silver  in  certain  ophthalmic  fdfee- 

powers  of  population  upon  the  simplest  tions,  860. 

elements  of  nature,  896.  Carlile,  the  late  Richard,  notice   of   the 

Bostock's,  Mr.  J.  obsenrations  on  cholera,  examination  of  his  body  at  St.  Thomas's 

870.  Hospital,  752 ;   ditto.  Dr.  T.  Williams's 

Brain,  Dr.  Copeman  on  diseases  of  the,  1 13,  account,  78 1 . 

140.  Carcinoma,  Mr.  J.  B.  Harrison  on  a  oise  of. 

Brain,  advanoed  stage  of  putrefaction  of  attended  with  cutaneous  tumors,  774. 

the,  without  any  corresponding  appear-  Chalmers',  Mr.  James,  case  of  remarkable 

ances  in  the  rest  of  the  body,  430.  constipation,    the   patient   having   been 

Brain,  Mr.  Butcher's  case  of  tapping  of  the,  unable  to  empty  the  bowels  during  three 

909.  years,  20. 

British  Dispensary  in  Syria,  clinical  report  Chancres,  Dr.  Strohl  on  the  local  treatment 

ol  the,  905.  of,  by  sulphate  of  copper  and  cyanuret  of 

British  Medical  Association,  Mr.  R.  D.  mercury,  239. 

Grainger's  address  at  the  sixth  anniver*  Cherry-laurel  water,  an  infant  poisoned  by, 

tary  meeting  of  the,  228.  525. 

British  towns,  editorial  observations  on  the  Cheyne's,  Mr.  case  of  hay  fever,  329. 

sanitary  state  of,  292.  Choice  of  a  profession,  editorial  remarks  on 

Bright's  disease.  Dr.  Percy's  case  of,  with  the,  225. 

polypous  coneretions  in  tbe  right  auricle.  Cholera,  Asiatic,  Dr.  Ayres'  case  of,  18, 

and  extensive  adhesions  of  the  pleura  on  Cholera,  Mr.  Collier's  case  of,  369« 

the  leftside  of  the  chest,  933,  941.  Cholera,  Mr.  J.  Bostock's  observations  on, 

Bright's  kidney,  two  cases  of,  related  by  870. 

Dr.  Graves,  574.  Christmas  recess,  517. 
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Churchyards  of  London,  editorial  obser- 
vations on  the,  595. 

Cless,  Dr.  on  tar  in  skin  diseases,  2!38. 

Climate,  &c.  Mr.  Pidduck's  queries  respect- 
ing, 777. 

Clinical  Midwifery,  Dr.  R.  Lee*s  work  on, 
reviewed,  336. 

Coal  mines,  editorial  observations  on  acci- 
dents in,  705. 

Coal  mines,  an  improvement  suggested  in 
the  principle  of  lamps  used  in,  H31. 

Cocks*,  Dr.  case  of  spinal  curvature  cured 
by  section  of  the  dorsal  muscles,  864. 

Cod-liver  oil.  Dr.  Ure  on  an  improved  method 
for  the  administration  of,  352. 

Cod- liver  oil,  analysis  of,  564. 

College  of  Surgeons,  lisU  of  gentlemen  who 
have  received  diplomas,  160,.  192,  240, 
272,  384,  432,  464,  496.  528,  576,  640, 
672,  720,  800,  832,  880,  944. 

College  of  Surgeons,  regulations  of  the,  re- 
specting examinations,  1 87. 

Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  ppwer 
of  expulsion  from  the,  463. 

Cold-water  treatment,  remarks  on  the,  by 
Medicus,  128. 

Cold-water  treatment,  editorial  observations 
on  the,  821. 

Collegiate  discipline,  Mr.  Dodd  on  the 
adoption  of  a,  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos< 
pital,  481. 

Collegiate  system,  editorial  remarks  respect- 
ing the,  117. 

Collier's,  Mr.  J.  case  of  cholera,  369. 

Competition,  medical,  example  of  the  extent 
of,  192. 

Constipation,  remarkable  case  of,  related  by 
Mr.  James  Chalmers,  in  which  the  patient 
had  been  unable  to  empty  the  bowels 
during  three  years,  20l 

Constipation  for  forty-five  days,  case  of,  re- 
lated by  Dr.  James  Johnson,  380. 

Conversasione  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
153,  460. 

Cooper's,  Sir  Astley,  Life,  l)y  Mr.  O.  B. 
Cooper,  reviewed,  560. 

Cooper's,  Sir  Astley,  debAt  in  surgery,  571. 

Cooper's,  Mr.  W.  W.  case  of  melanoid 
tumor  of  the  eye,  324,  696. 

Copeman,  Mr.  on  diseases  of  the  brain,  113, 
140. 

Corpora  lutea,  early,  answer  by  Dr.  Pater- 
son  to  some  criticisms  of  Dr.  Lee,  on  the 
characters  of,  365,  577. 

Corpora  liitea,  early,  Scrutator's  observations 
on,  593. 

Corpora  lutea,  early,  note  from  Dr.  Reid 
on, 719. 

Corpora  lutea,  early.  Scrutator's  reply  Co 
Dr.  Reid's  remarks  respecting.  799. 

Corpas  Ittteum  and  deciduous  membrane, 
Dr.  Lee.  on  the  value  of  the,  as  tests  of 
early  pregnancy,  410. 

Coward's,  Mr.  T.C.  case  of  central  laceration 
of  the  perineeum  during  labour,  146. 


Coronership  of  Durham,  564. 

Creosote,  history  of  a  lacerated  wound  acred 

with,  606 ;  cured  by  a  eolation  of  Inoa? 

caustic,  607. 
Cioton  oil.  Dr.  Frans's  cases  of  hoarseness 

successfully  treated  by,  808. 
Cubebine,  Mr,  Monheim  on  a  volatile  sab- 

siance  to  which  he  has  given  this  name,  96. 
Curie's,  Dr.  remarks  on  homoeopathy,  657, 


D. 


Dalby's  carminative,  269. 

Dalrymple,  Mr.  John,  note  from,  528. 

Davis's,  Mr.  G.  M.  case  of  imperforate 
pharynx,  with  an  irregular  formation  of 
oesophagus,  and  imperforate  anus,  543» 

Davies*,  Mr.  J.  C.  case  of  epistaxis,  326. 

Dawosky's,  Dr.  caso  of  poisoning  by  digi- 
talis, 270. 

Deaths,  sudden,  at  Strasborgh,  number  of, 
526. 

D^grange's,  M.  case  of  supposed  snicide  b^ 
the  deuto-subcarbonate  of  copper,  or  na- 
tive verdigris,  495. 

Denovuilliers',  M.  case  of  adipose  hemise 
of  the  abdominal  walls,  127. 

Deafness,  Mr.  Thornton's  case  of,  aucce«9- 
fully  treated  by  medicated  vapour  douches, 
and  the  meatus  externus  dilated  by  tents, 
&c.  159. 

Deafness,  Mr.  Thornton's  case  of,  with 
diseased  tonsil  and  uvula,  affecting  the 
voice  in  singing,  successfully  treated,  663. 

Demonomania,  case  of,  912. 

Diagnosis  and  therapeutics,  Mr.  Tyrrell's 
clinical  lecture  on  the  principles  of,  616. 

Diaphragm,  Mr.  Osborne's  case  of  rupture 
of  the,  in  a  mare,  94. 

Diarrhoea,  Dr.  Maclachlan  on  a  peculiar 
and  obstinate  form  of,  apparently  com- 
patible with  a  robust  frame,  though  of 
long  duration,  416. 

Dick,  Mr.  on  the  pathology  of  burns,  621. 

Dick's,  Mr.  case  of  stercoraceoas  vomiting 
successfully  treated,  863. 

Digitalis,  Dr.  Dawosky's  case  of  poisonine 
by,  270. 

Discoveries  in  medicine,  editorial  observa- 
tions on,  456. 

Dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  into 
the  axilla,  Mr.  May's  case  of,  50« 

Dislocation  at  the  knee-joint,  Mr.  Francis 
Adams'  case  of,  409. 

Dislocation  of  the  shoulder,  post-mortem  ap- 
pearances in  a  case  of,  four  days  after 
reduction,  266. 

Distilled  waters,  manner  of  preparing,  526. 

Disease,  Dr.  Hodgkin's  lectures  on  the 
principles  and  classification  of,  360,  385, 
497. 

Diseases,  statistics  of  the,  treated  in  the 
regimental  hospitals  of  the  Portuguese 
army  during  the  first  half  of  1838,  &lfT, 
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Diving,  effects  of,  on  the  haman  body,  89.  Eogel,  Dr.  on  fatty  and  celluar  degeneratioa 

Dodd^Mr.  on  the  adoption  of  a  collegiate  of  innscle,  383. 

discipline  at  St.  BarthoIomew*8  Hospital,  England  and  Wales,  quarterly  table  of  the 

481.  mortality  in.  ««6, 

Domville's,    Mr.   case  of   rupture    of   an  English  poor  law  and  Scotch  degrees,  corre- 

ovarian  sac,  from  a  fall,  followed  by  death,  spondence  respecting  the,   between  Mr. 

*87.  W.    A,   Wolseley    and    the    Poor- Law 

Donovan's,  Mr.  case  of  blue  disease  from  a  Commissioners,  605* 

rare  malformation  of  the  heart,  16.  Entero-epiplocele,  Mr.  Sutton's  case  of,  323. 

Douglas's,  Mr.  James,  case  of  fracture  of  Epistazis,  Mr.  J.  C.  Davios*  case  of,  326. 

the  patella.  SIS.  Epistazis,  Dr.  Negrier  on   a  very  simple 

Douglass's,  Dr.  H.  G.  case  of  recovery  of  sus  Ineaus  of  arresting,  429. 

pended  animation  after  fourteen  minutes'  Ericbsen,  Mr.  J.  E.  on  the   pathology   of 

immersion  in  water,  448.  bums,  544, 588, 

Dropsy,  Mr.  Belcombe's  pase  ofi  occurring  Erichsen,  Mr.  J.  E.   on  congestive  pneu- 

in  early  life,  404.  monia  consequent  upon  surgical  opera- 
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on  the,  503.  £rrard*s,  J>r.  cases  of  poisoning  with  cerate 

Dunsford,  Dr.  remarks  by,  on  a  recent  case,  made  with  arsenicated  candles,  351. 

treat«>d  homeepathically,  ami  which  termi-  Esquirol,   M.  on  the  treatment  of  melan- 

nated  fatally,  698,  718.  choly,  382. 

Dye,  Injurious,  for  the  hair,  272.  Eye,  Mr.  W.  W.  Cooper's  case  of  melauoid 

tumor  of  the,  324,  696. 
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Ear,  case  in  which  a  foreign  body  was  con- 

tained  in  the,  for  seven  years,  574. 

Editorial  Articles: — Hints  to  pupils, 26;  Faraday's,  Dr.  suggestions  relating  to  elec- 

on  medical  education,  52;  bow  to  procure  \^^  induction,  628. 

sleep,  84;    the  collegiate  system,   117;  Feigned    diseases,    Mr.    Tyrrell's    clinical^ 

health  of  the  poor,  149;  medical  emigra-  lecture  on,  295. 

lion,  184;   choice  of  a  profession,  225  ;  Femur,  Dr.  Henderson's  case  of  fracture  of 

on  medical  statistics,  260 ;  sanitary  state  ^^^>  i°  ^  female  eighty-nine  years  old,  541. 

of  British  towns,  292  ;  medical  statistics.  Fever,  Professor  Bang's  method  of  treating, 

336  ;  present  state  of  prisons,  372 ;    the  ^^« 

late  reports  on  prisons,  418 ;   discoveries  ^^^er,  typhus,  M.  de  Rieusi  on,  157. 

in  medicine,  456 ;     late  report    of  the  Fever,  Mr.  H.  C.  Ramsey  on  the  pathology 

Hanwell  lunatic  asylum,  483 ;  the  Christ-  ,o^»  ^nd  analogous  diseases,  695. 
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London  churchyards,  595;   analogy  be-  of  copper,  270. 
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medicine,  623;    a  few  more  words  on  s^'stem  in  lunatic  asylums,  158. 

prisons,   664;    accidents  in  coal  mines,  Fincham,  Mr.  on  homieopathy,  719. 

705;   quackeries  of  the  day,  759;    last  Fish,  partiality  of  the  ancient  Romans  for, 

report  of  the  Registrar-general,  788 ;  the  ^^* 

cold-water  treatment,  821;  the  Sydenham  "  Fits,"  Dr.  Aldis's  two  cases  of,  with  re- 
Society,  873  ;  the  new  poor-law  unveiled,  marks,  181. 

898  ;    lunatic  asylums  —  M*Naughten*s  Flowers  which  perfume  the  air,  525. 

case,  932.  Flourens,  M.  on  the  development  of  bone» 

Electricity,  animal.  Dr.  Letheby's  lecture  '^^S. 

on,  886,  918.  Finder's,  Mr.  cases  of  acute  hydrocephalus 

Electricity,  Dr.  Faraday  on,  628.  treated  by  hydriodate  of  potass,  23. 

Electricity,  Dr.  Pring's  observations  on  Dr.  Fractures,  Mr.  Grantham  on  the  treatment 

Muller  s  experiments  on  the  evolution  of,  of>  81. 

from  the  body,  512.  Fracture,  Dr.  Bombard  Ritter's  cases  of>  1 90. 

Electricity  in  poisoning  by  laudanum,  Dr«  Fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  scapula  from 

Russell's  case  showing  the  efficacy  of,  924.  muscular  action,  Mr.  Mayo's  case  of,  49 ; 

Ellis,  Mr.  George  Viner,  on  the  posterior  of  the  head  of  the  humerus,  50;   of  the 

divisions  of  the  spinal  nerves,  697.  coronbid  process  of  the  ulna,  ib. 

Emigration,  medical,  editorial  observations  Frainpton,  Dr.  notice  of  the  decease  of,  28. 

on«  184.  Frans's,  Dr.  case  of  hoarseness  successfully 

Empyema,  M.  Fanre  on  the  importance  of  treated    by  the   external  application  of 

the  subject  of,  95.  croton  oil,  808. 
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Fredericks  Hospital  at  Copenhagen,  Prof. 
Bang's  method  of  treating  fever,  31. 
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Galen*8  treatise  on  the  hand,  notice  of,  898. 

Geiseler,  Dr.  on  a  new  method  of  preparing 
•piritas  etheris  nitrioi,  937. 

Glands,  enlarged  bronchial.  Dr.  Golding 
Bird's  case  of,  218. 

Gloncestershiie  Medical  and  Surgical  As- 
sociation,  second  annual  report  of  the,  301. 

Gobbi,  Dr.  on  the  dependence  of  the  physi- 
cal powers  of  popala  tion  upon  the  simplest 
elements  of  nature,  898. 

Godemer,  Dr.  on  the  fatal  consequences  of 
the  introduction  of  air  into  the  veiDs,  270. 

Grainger's,  Mr.  R.  D.  address  at  the  sixth 
meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion, 228. 

Grainger*s  Mr.  R.  D.  microscopic  re- 
searches in  anatomy,  167. 

Granville,  Dr.  A.  d.  on  removal  of  the 
ovarium,  539. 

Grantham,  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  frac- 
tures, 81. 

Graves',  Dr.  system  of 'Clinical  medicine, 
reviewed,  897. 

Griffith,  Dr.  J.  W.  on  the  detection  of  albu- 
men in  urine,  112. 

Griffith's,  Dr.  observations  on  pus  and  mucus, 
256. 

Griffith's,  Dr.  remarks  on  blood  and  fibre, 
942. 

Gulliver,  Mr.  George,  on  fatty  degeneration 
of  the  arteries,  with  a  note  on  some  other 
fatty  degenerations,  876. 

Gun. shot  wound  of  the  abdomen,  case  of, 
cured  without  operation,  560.  • 

Guy's,  Dr.  W.  A.  report  of  cases  treated  in 
King's  College  Hospital  during  1841,  with 
remarks,  J  ;  report -of  cases  treated  in 
ditto  during  1842,  850. 
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Hvmatemesis,  Mr.  Tapson's  report  of  a  case 
of,  to  the  amount  of  two  quarts,  preceded 
by  various  symptoms  of  dyspepsia,  877. 

Hsmorrbage,  uterine,  Mr.  John  Snow's  case 
of,  with  retention  of  the  placenta,  224. 

Hnmorrhage,  uterine,  Mr.  Pretty's  case  of, 
449. 

HflBmorrhage,  fatal,  from  swallowing  a 
needle,  Mr.  Joseph  Bell's  case  of,  694. 

Hair,  injurious  dye  for  tke«  272. 

Hall,  Dr.  Marshall,  note  from,  denying 
fan  ving  given  his  consent  to  the  publication 
of  hi«  lectures  in  the  Medical  Times,  431. 

HhII's,  Dr.  J.  C.  remarks  on  certain  diseases 
of  the  eye,  892. 


Hamilton,  Mr.  on  the  Dutch  medical  insti- 
tutions, 503. 

Hanweil  Lunatic  Asylum,  editorial  remarks 
on  the  last  report  from  the,  483. 

Hanweil  Asylum,  note  from  Mr.  Solly  re- 
specting the,  576. 

Harrison,  Mr.  J.  Bower,  on  the  inorganic 
constituents  of  organic  bodies,  and  on  the 
exhibition  of  iron,  476. 

Harrison,  Mr.  James  Bower,  on  a  diffuae 
form  of  carcinoma,  attended  with  cuta- 
neous tumors,  774. 

Hartmann's,  Dr.  case  of  apparent  death  by 
lightning,  384. 

Hawkins,  Mr.  Ca*aar,  on  strangulated  hernia 
in  infants,  475. 

Hay  fever,  Mr.  Cheyne's  case  of,  329. 

Haygarth,  Dr.  on  the  function  of  the  spleen^ 
542. 

Help  to  medical  writers,  901. 

Heart,  Dr.  Willis  on  the  diseases  of  the,  of 
the  great  vessels,  and  circulating  fluid  :— 
introduction,  648  ;  physiology  of  the  heart, 
649 ;  of  the  sise  or  weight  of  the  healthy 
heart,  ib. ;  of  the  thickness  of  the  walls  of 
the  several  cavities  of  the  heart,  ib. ;  of 
the  capacity  of  the  auricles  and  ventricles, 
650  ',  of  the  situation  of  the  heart  withiu 
the  chest,  ib. ;  of  the  sounds  and  impulse 
of  the  heart,  ib. ;  of  alterations  in  the 
force  and  extent  of  the  impulse  and  sounds 
of  the  heart,  684 ;  of  alterations  in  the 
seat  of  the  impulse  and  sounds  of  the 
heart,  686  ;  of  alterations  in  the  frequency 
and  rhythm  of  the  actions  of  the  heart, 
687 ;  of  alterations  in  the  character  and 
quality  of  natural  sounds  of  the  heart,  689 ; 
of  the  abnormal  sounds  of  the  heart,  768  ; 
of  the  murmurs  connected  with  the  aortio 
and  pulmonic  orifices  and  sigmoid  valves, 
772  ;  of  the  murmurs  connected  with  the 
auriculo- ventricular  orifices,  773  ;  of 
thrills,  or  purring  tremors,  865 ;  of  .the 
distension  and  pulsation  of  the  jugular 
veins,  869  ;  of  diseases  of  the  heart  ia 
general,  927. 

Heart,  remarks  on  active  dilatation  of  the, 

821. 
Heart,  Mr.  Douglas's  case  of  blue  disease 

from  a  rare  malformation  of  the,  16. 
Heart  and  arteries.  Dr.  T.  H.  Moore's  re- 
searches on  the  pathology,  physical  signs, 
and  diseases  of  the,  in  connection  with 
the  sounds  of  this  organ,  8,  70. 
Health  of  the  poor,  editorial  observatioas  oq 

the,  149. 
Health  of  soldiers  at  sea,  Mr.  Roberts  oa 

the,  330. 
Heidenrich,  M.  on  a  method  of  detecting 
adulteration  in  the  expressed  oils  of  ccm- 
meree,  349. 
Henderson's,  Dr.  esse  of  fracture  of  the  femur 

in  a  female  89  years  old,  441. 
Hennen,  Dr.  on  the  mortality  of  children  at 
the  Military  Asylum,  Southampton,  381. 
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Hernia»  femoral,  corioui  case  of,  37Qt 

Hernia,  strangulated,  successful  operation 
for,  at  the  age  of  107 !  976. 

Hernia,  strangulated,  in  infants,  Mr.  Caesar 
Hawkins  on,  475. 

Hernia,  Dr.  King*s  case  of,  at  the  obturator 

-  foramen,  409. 

Hemis,  adipose,  of  the  abdominal  walls, 
M.  Denonvilliers'  case  of,  127. 

Hitcbman,  Mr.  on  the  effect  of  mental  im- 
pressions on  disease,  406. 

Hitch,  Dr.  Samuel,  on  insanity  in  Wales,  62. 

Hoarseness,  Dr.  Franx's  case  of,  successfully 
treated  by  the  external  application  of 
croton  oil,  808. 

Hocken's,  Dr.  Edward,  iHustrations  of  the 
pathology,  diagnosis,  and  treatment  of 
ophthalmic  affections,  951,  285. 

Hoagkin's,  Dr.  lectures  on  the  principles  and 
classification  of  disease,  360,  385,  497. 

Ilospital  statistics,  report  of  the  committee 
on,  133. 

Hospitals  of  Italy,  Dr.  Strieker  on  the,  120, 
153. 

Holland,  Dr.  C.  note  from,  inclosing  "  pro- 
gramme" from  the  Medical  Society  of 
Bordeaux,  640. 

Homoeopathy,  fatal  influence  of  the  fallacy  of, 
527. 

Homoeopathy,  Dr.  Dunsford  on,  608, 718. 

Homoeopathy,  remarks  on,  by  an  Homoeo- 
pathic Physician,  6S1. 

Homoeopathy,  note  from  M.D.  respecting  a 
recent  case  of,  639. 

Homoeopathy,  Dr.  Curie's  remarks  on,  657. 

Homoeopathy,  note  from  M.D.  in  contra- 
diction to  the  letter  of  an  "  Homoeopathic 
Physician,"  672. 

Homoeopathv,  Mr.  Fiocham  on,  719. 

Homoeopathic  quackeries  of  the  day,  599. 

Qull,  Dr.  Robert  on  the  division  of  medical 
labour :  the  hospibil  physician,  147;  the 
hospital  surgeon,  523. 

Hull's,  Dr.  Robert,  essays  on  determination 
of  blood  to  the  head,  reviewed,  335. 

Humerus,  case  of  fracture  of  the  anatomical 
neck  of  the,  rebted  by  Dr.  Knox,  215. 

Hunterian  oration,  delivered  by  Mr.  Amott 
at  the  College  of  Surgeons,  742. 

Hunter,  John,  retrospect  of  the  peculiar  and 
more  prominent  points  in  the  career  of, 
746. 

Hydrocephalus,  acute,  Mr.  Finder's  case  of, 
treated  by  hvdriodate  of  potass,  23. 

Hydriodate  of  arsenic  and  mecury,  Mr. 
Donovan  on  the  efficacy  of  the  liquor  of, 
188. 
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Idiocy,  successful  treatment  of,  239. 
IUingworth*s,  Mr.  H.  S.  case  of  poisoning  by 

corrosive  sublimate,  556; 
Improvements  at  St.  Luke's,  628. 


Injections  into  serous  cavities,  remarks  on, 

158. 
Insane,  influence  of  improved  diet  on  the 

health  of  the,  831. 
Insanity  in  Wales,  Dr.  Hitch  on,  63 ;  law 

relative  to,  in  France,  326. 
Insanity,  remarks  on  the  plea  of,  suggested 

by  the  recent  trial  of  M*Naoghten,  901. 
Inspectors  of  anatomy,  appointment  of  Mr. 

Bacot  and  Mr.  Rotheiford  Alcoek  in  the 

place  of  Dr.  Somerville,  28 ;  Dr.  Andrew 

Wood  appointed  for  Scotland,  55. 
Inspector  of  prisons,  Mr.  Perry  appointed 

to  the  office  of,  vac^t  by  the  death  of  Dr. 

Sharp,  912. 
Interment  in  towns,  editorial  observations 

on,  560. 
Intestines,  wound  of  the,  cured  by  nature, 

128. 
Italy,  Dr.  Strieker  on  the  hospitals  of,  120, 

153. 
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Jackson,  Mr.  on  the  function  of  the  spleen, 
514. 

James's,  Mr.  case  of  retention  of  urine  from 
an  hydatid  cyst,  51. 

Johnson,  Dr.  James,  on  a  case  of  constipa- 
tion for  forty- five  days,  380. 

Jones's,  Dr.  Bence,  remarks  on  the  calculi 
in  St.  George's  Hospital,  876. 
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Kane's,  Dr.  experiments  on  kiesteine,  189. 

Kemp,  Dr.  George,  on  the  composition  of 
the  bile,  founded  on  its  elementary  ana- 
lysis, 393,  806. 

Kiesteine,  Dr.  Kane's  experiments  on,  189. 

King's  College  Hospital  Report  for  1841, 
by  Dr.  W.  A.  Guv,  1 ;  for  1842, 850. 

King's,  Dr.  case  of  hernia  at  the  obturator 
foramen,  409. 

Knox's,  Dr.  Robert,  memoir  on  abrasion  of 
the  diarthrodial  cartilages  by  friotion,and 
on  their  atrophy  from  other  causes,  172, 
207. 

Kirk's,  Mr.  case  of  rickets,  872. 
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Labour,  difficult.  Dr.  Lee  on  the  causes  of, 

33. 
Laceration  of  the  arm  produced  by  a  piece 

of  red-hot  nail  iron,  Mr.  Thomhill's  case 

of,  925. 
Lamps  used  in  coal  mines,  suggestions  for 

an  improvement  in  the  principle  of,  831.  * 
Landerer,  M.  on  the  change  which  extract 

of  rhubarb  undergoes  in  keeping,  191. 
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Laryngitis,  Mr.  Stanger's  case  of,  for  which  sembling  ascites,  523. 

laryngotomy  wa*  performed,  103.  London  churchyafdii,  editorial  obaervatioo* 

Lawrie*0,  Dr.  J.  Adair,  clinical  notes  on  on,  d95. 

aneurism,  102,  634,  667,  710.  Lubaniski,   M.  on  the  urine  of  pregaanC 

Laoer,  M.  on  the  local  employment  of  ea-  women,  191« 

lomel  in  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  383.  Lunatic  asylums,  note  from  Dr.  Finch  on 

LeeV,  Dr.  Robert,   lectures  on  the  princi-  the  non-restraint  system  in,  157. 

pies    and    practice    of    midwifery — see  Lnnatic  asylum  at  Dijon,  notice  of  the  esCa- 

*'  Midwifery,  Dr.  Robert  Lee's  lectures  on  blishment  of  a  new,  4^. 

the  principles  and  practice  of."  Lunatic  asylum  at  Hanwell,  editorial  obser- 

l«e.  Dr.  on  the  value  of  the  corpus  luteam  Tations  on  the  last  report  of  the,  483^ 

and  deciduous  membrane  as  tests  of  early  Lunacy,  certificates  of,.  526. 

pregnancy,  410.  Lupus,  Mr.  J.  D.  Brown's  case  of«  327, 
Lee's,  Mr.  Edwin,  account  of  the  Dutch  me- 
dical institutions,  110,  145,  257,  575. 

Leeches,  preservation  of,  190.  -m^ 
Leeson's,  Mr.  James,  remarks  respecting' 

the  late  meeting  of  the  British  Medical 

Association,  263, 303.  Maclachlan,  Dr.  on  a  peculiar  aad  obstinate 

Leeson's,  Dr.  analysis  of  the  bone  in  a  case  .  form  of  dianhcea,  apparently  compatible 

of  mollities  ossium,  512.  with  a  robust  frame,  though  of  long  dora- 

Leitao*s,  Dr.  Lima,  case  of  frequent  and  tion,  416  ^  on  a  singular  cardiac  yelping 

violent  vomiting,  supposed  to  depend  on  or  hiccough  sound,  without  valvular  dia- 

scirrhus  of  the  pylorus,  cured  by  extract  of  easb  or  obvious  organic  lesion,  816. 

.  hemlock,  and  the  eadermie  application  of  M'Cormac,  Dr.  on  ibe  period  of  puberty  in 

acetate  of  morphia,  908.  negro  women,  328. 

Lepage,  M.  on  the  transformation  of  calomel  M'Cormac's,  Dr.  methodas  medendi,  re* 

into  corrosive  sublimate,  nuder  the  in-  viewed,  83. 

fluence  of  the  chlorides  of  the  alkalies,  Madnes-o,  intermittent,  case  of,  430. 

429.  Malformation  of  the  heart,  Mr.  Donglas'* 

Lethe  by 's,  Dr.  lecture  on  animal  electricity,  case  of  blue  disease  from,  16. 

886,  918.  Mallespine,  M.  on  the  causes  of  necroaia  of 

Lewis,  Mr.  T.  C.  on  the  treatment  of  apo-  the  os  calcis,  304. 

plezy,  291.  May's,  Mr,  surgical  cases,  49. 

libel,  medical,  notice  of  the  action  Beale  Mayo*s,  Mr.  Charles,  report  of  some  case* 

V.  Self,  486.  of  lithotomy,  with  observations  on  Cbe. 

Liddell,  Mr.  on  the  effects  of  diving  on  the  selden*s  last  and  most  aucceasful  method 

human  body,  92.  of  operating,  459. 

Lieber's,  Dr.  case  of  poisoning  by  decayed  Mayo,  Mr.  Herbert,  resignation  by,  of  the 

carrots,  270.  office  of  surgeon  to  Middlesex  Hospital, 

Life-assurance  fees  to  medical  men,  meet-  272. 

ing  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  Shrews-  Mayo,  Mr.  on  the  sise  of  the  images  of  the 

bury  respecting,  and  resolutions  passed,  retina,  494. 

265.  Mayo's,  Dr.  Thomas,  Lnmleiaa  lectures  on 

Liehtning,  Dr.  Hartniann*s  case  of  apparent  nervous  apoplexy  and  palsy,  199,  278, 

death  by,  384.  310. 

Lip,  upper,  Mr.  T.  D.  Brown's  case  of  scro-  Medicine,  Dr.  Burton  on  the  use  of  different 

fulous  ulceration  of  the,  327.  forms  of  the  same,  in  equivalent  doses,  40. 

Liquor  taraxacx,  formula  for  the  preparation  Medical    reform,    statement   by   Mr.  Fox 

of,  191.  •  Maule  aa  to  the  intentions  of  got emment 

Lithotomy  and  lithottity,  statement  of  the  respecting  a  bill  for,  709. 

number  of  these  operations  performed  by  Medical  education,  editorial  ren»arks  on,  52. 

M.  Roux,  at  the  Hdtel  Dieu,  from  18S6  Medical  labour.  Dr.  Hull  on  the  diviaion  of, 

to  1840,  38 1.  147,  520. 

Lithotomy,  Mr.  Charles  Mayo's  report  of  Medical  Society  of  Bordeaax,  programme 

some  cases  of,  with  observations  on  Che-  from  the,  640. 

selden's  last  and  most  successful  method  Medical  statistics,  editorial  observations  on, 

of  operating,  459.  3S6, 

Liver,  Mr.  Shaw  on  the  circulation  of  the.  Medical  writers,  a  help  to,  901. 

21.  Medical  jurisprudence.  Dr.  Beck  on  some  of 

Lunatic  asylums,  editorial  observations  on,  the  signs  of  live  and  still  biitb,  in  their 

with  remarks  on  the  case  of  M'Naughten,  applications  to,  238,  267. 

932.  Medical  competition,  example  of  (he  extent 

Liver,  serous  vesicular  swelling  of  the,  from  to  which  it  is  carried,  192. 
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Medical  eifiigniioD,  editorial  obeervatioDs 
OD,  184. 

*•  Medical  Times/*  the,  and  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall,  46S. 

Medical  libel,  notice  of  the  action  Beale  v. 
Self,  486. 

Medical  queries,  432. 

Medical  statistics,  editorial  observations  on, 
«60. 

Medicine,  editorial  obserTations  on  disco- 
veries in,  456. 

Medicos'  remarks  on  the  cold-water  treat- 
ment, 128. 

Melancholy,  M.  Esquirol  on  the  treatment 
of,  382. 

Meteorological  jonmal,  32,  64,  96,  128, 
160,  193,  240,  272,  304,  35«,  384,  432, 
496,  528,  Sfre,  598,  640,  800,  832,  880, 
896,  928. 

Midwifery,  Dr.  Robert  Lee*s  lectores  on  the 
principles  and  practice  of: — 

Lect.  1. — Diseases  peculiar  to  women, 
33 ;  causes  of  difficult  labour,  ib. ;  his- 
tory, 34 ;  midwifes  first  employed,  ib. ; 
works  of  Hippocrates,  ib. ;  discovery  of 
Ambrose  Pai6,  36f<  worksbyGuillemeau, 
ib. ;  invention  of  the  midwifery  forcepS;| 
38 ;  discoveries  of  the  present  century, 
ib. ;  researches  coDceming  the  nervous 
system  of  the  uterus^  39 ;  propriety  and 
importance  of  the  study  of  the  practice  of 
midwifery,  40 ;  objects  of  the  course,  ib. ; 
necessity  of  exertion  in  acquiring  know- 
ledge in  this  branch  of  medicine,  ib. 

Lect.  2.— The  pelvis,  65;  bones  of  the 
pelvis,  ib. ;  articulations  of  the  pelvis,  66  ; 
dimensions  of  the  pelvis,  ib. ;  diseases  of 
the  articulations  and  bones  of  the  pelvis^ 
67;  distortion  of  the  pelvis  from  mala- 
costeon  or  mollities  ossium,  ib.;  from 
rickets,  69, 

Lect.  3.— Anatomy  of  the  unimpreg- 
nated  uterus  and  its  appendages,  97; 
ovaria,  ib. ;  fallopian  tubes,  98;  uterus, 
99;  vagina,  100;  hymen,  caruncula 
myrtiformes,  mons  veneris,  labia,  and 
vtuva,  101. 

Lect.  4. — Physiology  of  the  unimpreg- 
nated  uterus  and  its  appendages,  161 ; 
menstruation,  ib. 

LicT.  S."— On  the  anatomy  and  phy- 
siology of  the  gravid  urerus,  193. 

Lbct.  6.— On  the  state  of  the  uterus  in 
the  first  month  after  conception,  241. 

Lect.  7. — On  the  human  ovum  in  the 
first  month  of  pregnancy,  273. 

Lect.  8.-— On  the  structure  and  funo* 
tioos  of  the  membranes  of  the  human 
ovum  in  the  early  mouths  of  pregnancy, 
305. 

Lect.  9. — On  the  formation  and  struc- 
luro  of  the  deddua  reflexa,  and  the  pur- 
poses served  by  the  decidual  cavity  in  the 
human  ovum,  353. 
Lect.  10.* On  the  growth  and  enlarge- 


ment of  the  uterus  during  pregnancy,  and 
the  structure  of  its  coats,  blood-vessels, 
and  absorbents,  at  the  end  of  the  ninth 
month,  433. 

Lect.  11.— History  and  demonstration 
of  the  nerves  of  the  uterus,  465. 

Lect.  12. — On  the  liquor  amnii,  fcetal 
membranes,  and  umbilical  cord,  in  the 
latter  months  of  pregnancy,  529. 

Lect.  13.— On  the  structure  of  the 
placenta,  577. 

Lect.  14. — On  the  discovery  of  the 
structure  of  the  placenta,  609 ;  the  foetal 
circulation,  611 ;  the  function  of  the  in- 
testines, liver,  and  kidneys  of  the  foetus, 
and  its  general  appe&rance  in  the  latter 
months  of  pregnancy,  613. 

Lect.  15. — On  the  diagnostic  symp- 
toms of  pregnancy,  and  on  the  best  me- 
thod of  ascertaining  the  existence  of 
pregnancy  when  concealed,  complicated, 
or  feigned,  673. 

I.BCT.  16. — Clinical  Dlustrations  of  the 
diagnostic  symptoms  of  pregnancy— of 
the  best  method  of  ascertaining  the  exis- 
tence of  pregnancy  when  concealed,  com- 
plicated, or  feigned,  and  of  distinguishing 
those  diseases  from  pregnancy  which 
often  resemble  it,  721  ^  illustrations  of 
concealed  pregnancy,  ib. ;  illustrations  of 
complicated  pregnancy,  723  ;  illustrations 
of  the  diseases  which  resemble  pregnancy, 
725. 

Lect.  17 .^On  the  diseases  of  preg- 
nsnt  women,  801 ;  extra*uterine  gesta- 
tion and  abortion,  ib.;  causes,  symptoms, 
and  treatment  of  abortion,  803 ;  patho- 
logy of  the  human  ovum,  804. 

Lect.  18.-»The  causes,  symptoms,  and 
treatment  of  aboition,  833. 

Lect.  19. — On  the  communication  of 
scarlet  fever,  measles,  small-pox,  syphilis, 
and  other  diseases,  to  the  foetus  in  utero, 
881  ;  dropsy  of  the  amuion,  885. 

Lect.  20. — Diseases  of  pregnant  wo- 
men (^concluded),  913. 

Mental  impressions,  Mr.  Hitchman  on 
the  effects  of,  on  bodily  disease,  407. 

Mercury  in  ilius,  Mr.  T.  G.  Atkinson  on  the 
employment  of,  405. 

Mesmerism,  note  from  Timothy  Gosling  on, 
799.  910. 

Midwifery  case,  Mr.  Joseph  Bell's,  in  which 
the  placenta  was  found  thickly  studded 
with  small  points  of  bone,  112. 

Middlesex  hospital  reports,  265. 

Millet's,  M.  case  of  advanced  putrefaction 
of  the  brain,  without  any  corresponding 
appearances  in  the  rest  of  tlie  body,  430. 

M*Naughten,  remarks  suggested  by  the 
recent  trial  of,  901. 

Mollities  ossium,  Mr.  Solly's  case  of,  510. 

Mookeim,  M.  on  a  volatile  subsiance  to 
which  he  has  given  the  nameof  cubebine, 
96. 
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MonomaDia,  ophibalmica,  Dr.  WinterniU's 
caae  of,  S03. 

NooD,  Mr,  G.  Thompaon  on  the  mppoaed 
iofluenca  of  the  rays  of  the,  as  a  cause  of 
disease  in  tropical  climates,  780. 

Mortification,  Mr.  R.  Stafford  on,  653. 

Moore's,  Dr.  T.  H.  researches  on  the  pa- 
thology,  physical  signs,  and  diagnosis  of 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  in  con- 
section  with  the  sounds  of  this  organ,  8, 70. 

Mortality  of  children  at  the  Military  Asylum, 
Southampton,  Dr.  Hennen  on  the,  ^1. 

Mortality,  tables  of,  for  the  metropolis,  5$, 
96,  1«8,  160,  19S,  240,  272,  304,  552, 
384,  432,  464,  496,  528,  576,  698,  640, 
672,  720,  800, 832, 880.  912,  944. 

Mortality  in  England  and  Wales,  quarterly 
table  of  the,  235. 

Myopia,  Dr.  W.  Clay  Wallace's  remarks  on, 
412,  444. 

Murray's,  Mr.  eiperimentson  the  operation 
of  calomel,  670. 

Muscle,  Dr.  Engei  on  fatty  and  cellular  de- 
generation of,  383. 


N. 


Narcotics,  esse  of  anomalous  tumor  cured 

by,  60T. 
National  holidays,  a  plea  for,  7 19. 
Necrosis  of  the  os  calcis,  M.  Mallespine  on, 

304. 
Negrier,  Dr.  on  a  very  simple  means  of 

arresting  epistaxis,  429. 
Nitrate  of  silver,  Mr.  Wormald  on  the  use 

of,  in  substance,  352. 
Nitrate  of  silver.  Dr.  Camp  on  a  new  mode 

for  the  application  of,  in  certain  ophthalmic 

affections,  860, 


O. 


Obitvauy  : — Dr.  Frampton,  28 ;  Mr.  Wal- 
ker, 528. 

(Esophagus,  case  in  which  a  foreign  body 
was  contained  in  the,  for  seventeen  years, 
671. 

Oil  of  vitriol.  Dr.  R.  D.  Thomson  on  the 
nature  and  cure  of  blindness  produced  by, 
513. 

Operative  surgery,  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's 
lectures  illustrative  of  some  important 
circumstances  connected  with,  388, 641. 

Opium,  adulterations  of,  804. 

Opianic  acid,  a  new  organic  body  obtained 
from  narcotine,  524. 

Ophthalmic  affeciions.  Dr.  Hocken  on  the 
pathology,  diagnosis,  and  treatment  of  :— 
a  new  and  improved  plan  of  treating  con- 
junctivitis, 251  ',  pathology  of  struma, 
i?.'>2 ;  nature  and  symptoms  of  the  local 


affection,  with  thd  ratiooale  of  trealmMI, 

255,  285. 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum,  M.  Lauer  on  the 

local  emplovment  of  calomel  in,  383. 
Our  volumes  for  1842-3,  28t 
Os  calcis,  M.  Mallespine  on  neerosia  of  the, 

304. 
Osborne's,  Mr.  case  of  mptuie  of  the  dia- 

phramg  in  a  mare,  94. 
Ovarium,  Dr.  A.  B.  Granville  on  removal  of 

the,  529. 
Ovarinm,  drdpsical,  Mr.  D.   H.  Walne'e 

case  of  removal  of  a,  by  the  large  ab- 
dominal section,  437 ;  note  on  the  case, 

672. 
Ovarian  sac,  Mr.  Domville's  case  of  rupture 

of  an,  followed  by  death,  287. 
Ovarian  tumor.  Dr.  C.  O.  Waters's  case  of 

periodical  anomalous,  572. 
Owen,  Professor,  pension  bestowed  on,  by 

government,  272. 
Oxalic  aoid,  Mr.  Tapson's  report  of  a  case 

of  poisoning  by,  491* 


P. 


Paget,  Mr.  on  blood-corpuscules,  155 ;  on 
the  structure  of  arteries,  830 ;  testimonial 
to,  by  his  pupils  at  St.  Baxtholomew's 
Hospital,  880. 

Paracentests  of  the  thorax,  Mr.  Faure  on 
the  performance  of,  for  the  cure  of  pleu- 
ritic effusion,  95. 

Paris's,  Dr.  Pharmacologia,  reviewed,  787. 

Paralysis,  irregular,  of  the  portio  dura,  Mr. 
Tapson's  report,  with  remarks,  on  a  caae 
of,  565. 

Paralysis,  Dr.  Webster's  case  of,  without 
loss  of  sensation,  from  disease  of  the  cer- 
vical medulla,  232. 

Faterson*s,  Dr.  answer  to  some  criticisms  of 
Dr.  Lee  on  the  characters  of  early  corpora 
lutea,  365,  p77, 

Paterson,  Dr.  on  the  use  of  prussic  acid  in 
diseased  cornea,  541. 

Paterson,  Dr.  on  spectral  illusions,  825. 

Patella,  Mr.  Douglas's  case  of  fincture  of 
the,  212. 

Pearce's,  Dr.  Edward,  case  of  ligature  of 
the  primitive  iliac  artery,  523. 

Peppercome's,  Mr.  testimony  to  the  efficacy 
of  potatoes  as  preventive  of  scurvy,  896. 

Percv's,  Dr.  case  of  Bright'a  disesse,  with 
polvpous  concretions  in  the  right  auricle, 
and  extensive  adhesions  of  tiie  pleura  on 
the  left  side  of  the  chest,  903,  941. 

Peritonitis,  Mr.  Tapson's  report  of  a  case  of, 
with  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  marked 
by  great  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  abdo- 
men, 6S0, 

Percy's,  Mr.  John,  case  of  malignant  tumors, 
external  and  internal,  763. 

Percy's,  Mr.  John,  ease  of  albununous 
urme,  818. 
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Fertassion,  Dr«  C.  J.  B.  Aldis's  account  of  Poor-law,  medical  officers  onder  the,  432. 

a  new  instiumeDt  for  the  performance  of,  Poor-law  Commissioners  and  Scotch  diplo- 

379.  mas,  by  Edinburgo-Londinensis,  573. 

Perineum,  Mr.  Coward's  case  of  central  Portagaete  practice,  599,  569,  606. 

laceration  of  the,  daring  labour,  147.  Potassium,  officinal  iodide  of,  composition 

Perry,  Mr.  notice  of  the  appointment  of,  as  of  the,  according  to  Woehler,  837. 

inspector  of  prisons,  91 S.  Pregnancy,  Dr.  Lee  on  the  value  of  the 

Pharynx,  imperforate,  Mr.  Davis's  case  of*  corpus  luteum  snd  deciduous  membranes 

with  an  irregular  formation  of  oesophagus,  as  tests  of,  410. 

and  imperforate  anus,  543.  Preservation  of  leeches,  plan  for  the,  190. 

Phillips's,  Mr.  Benjamin,  observations  on  Pretty's,  Mr.  case  of  uterine  hnmorrhage, 

seminal  and  other  discharges  from  the  449. 

urethra,  451,  584.  Frichard,  Dr.  on  the  different  forms  of  in- 

Phosphatie  deposits,  Mr.  Alexander  Ure  on  sanity  in  relation  to  medical  jurisprudence, 

the  prereotion  of,  690.  reviewed,  557. 

Phreno-magnetism,  remarks  on,  by  a  Bar*  Principles  and  classification  of  disease,  Dr. 

rister  of  Uie  Northern  Circuit,  733.  Hodgkin*8  lectures  on,  360,  385,  497. 

Phthisis,  microscopic  character  of  the  sputa  Pring's,   Dr.  observations  on  Dr.  William 

in,  157.  Muller*s  experiments  on  the  evolution  of 

Phthisis,  M.  Bayer  on  the  comparative  fre-  electricity  from  the  human  body,  519. 

quency  of,  in  man  and  in  animals,  637.  Prisons,  editorial  observation  on  the  present 

Physicians,  Bacon^s  opinion  of,  495.  state  of,  379. 

Piddock's,  Mr.  queries  respecting  climate.  Prisons,  editorial  observations  on  the  late 

&c.  777.  reports  on,  148. 

PinePs,  M.  case  of  demonomania,  919.  Prisons,  a  few  more  words  on,  661. 

Placenta,  case  related  by  Mr.  Joseph  Bell,  Prisons,  Mr.  Perry  appointed  one  of  the 

in  which  it  was  found  thickly  studded  inspectors  of,  919. 

with  small  points  of  bone,  119.  Profession,  editorial  remarks  on  the  choice 

Placenta,  Dr.  John  Reid  on  the  vessels  of  of  a,  995. 

the,  959.  Pmssic  acid.  Dr.  PatersoD  on  the  use  of,  in 

Placenta,  Dr.  Lee  on  the  structure  of  the,577.  diseased  cornea ,  541  • 

Plea  for  national  holidays,  709.  Prussic  acid,  method  for  the  preparation  of, 

Pleuro-pnenmonia,  acute,  Sig.  J.  D.  Alren's  790. 

case  of/ cured  by  large  doses  of  Kermes  Pupils,  hiuts  to,  bv  the  Editors,  98. 

mineral,  after  other  remedies  had  been  Purpura  htemorrhogica,  Mr.  Stainthorpe's 

given,  908.  case  of,  79. 

Pneumonia,  acute,  Mr.  Tapson's  report  of  Puberty,  Dr.  M'Cormao  on  the  period  of,  in 

a  case  of,  treated  in  University  College  negro  women,  398. 

Hospital,  499.  Pus  and  mucus,  Dr.  Griffith's  observations 

Pneumonia,  congestive,  Mr.  Erichsen  on,  on,  956. 

consequent  upon  surgical  operations,  dis- 
eases, and  injuries,  66T, 

Poggendorff^s  Annals,  notice  of,  431.  q. 
Poisons,  sale  of,  187. 

Poisoning  by  snails.  937.        Quacks  in  the  olden  lime,  430. 

Poisoning,   «^«/-    ",.^«'^„^;-^^  Quackery,  necessity  of  a  check  being  put  to, 

Fiedler's  case  of,   by  the  arsemate    of  ^  k- ioJ-i«»;— i«»i,«»,-«^-.  o««^^*^ 

from 

.     ,.                      -_,«  ^..«.«..«..«»w.  ^»».»j,..«i.»w.M».  observations 

by  liver  sausages,  971.  on  the,  759. 

Poisoning    by    corrosive    sublimate,    Mr.  Queries,  medical,  439. 

Illinjsworih's  case  of,  556.                Queries  respectingcUmate,&c.Mr.Pidducfs 

Poisoning,  Dr.  Errard's  cases  of,  with  cerate  ^  ^^^  ^^,  ^^^  J     ^^^;„       7^8. 

made  with  anemcatM  candles,  491,  cini^in.  .nini.ou  ^  nor 

Poiioniiig  by  laudoomD,  Dr.  RoJiiell'.  eaN  Q"""°«'  '"'P**"**  "''  ^^- 

of,  in  which  electricity  was  efficaciously 

employed,  994. 

Poisoning  by  oxslic  acid,  Mr.  Ta])son*s  case  ^^* 

of,  491. 

Poisoning,  case  of,  in  an  infant,  by  cherry-  Ramsey,  Mr.  H.  C.  ou  the  pathology  of 

laurel  water,  595.  fever  and  analogous  diseases,  695. 

Poor,  editorial  observations  on  the  health  of  Rayer,  M.  on  the  comparative  frequency  of 

the,  149.  phthisis  in  man  and  in  animals,  637, 
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R«id,  Dr.  Jolin,  on  th«  ?essel8  of  the 
pltcenta,  259. 

Reid,  Dr.  John,  on  tlie  cbaracters  of  early 
corpora  lotaa,  367. 

Reid,  Dr.  John,  note  from,  on  early  corpora 
lutea,  719. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  bospital  statin- 
tics,  132. 

Report,  the  last,  of  the  Registrar-General, 
editorial  observations  on  the,  788. 

Retina,  Mr.  Mayo  on  the  sise  of  the  images 
of  the,  494. 

Rheumatism,  acute  articular,  Mr.  Tapson  on 
a  case  of,  affecting  nearly  all  the  large 
joints,  714. 

Rhubarb,  extract  of,  M.  Landei«r  on  the 
change  which  U'undergoes  in  keeping,  191. 

Rickets,  Mr.  Kirk's  case  of,  872. 

Biensi,  M.de,  on  typhus  fever,  157. 

Bitter's.  Dr.  cases  of  fracture,  190. 

Robbs's,  Mr.  William,  case  of  ascites,  182, 

Roberts,  Mr.  on  the  health  of  soldiers  at 
sea,  330. 

Robinson's,  Mr.  researches  into  the  con- 
nection existing  between  an  unnatural  de* 
gree  of  compression  of  the  blood  contained 
in  the  renal  vessels,  and  the  presence  of 
certain  abnormal  matters  in  the  urine,  792. 

Robertson's,  Mr.  practical  treatise  on  the 
haman  teeth,  reviewed,  371. 

Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society, 
papers  read  at  the  : — Dr.  Webster  on  a 
case  of  paralysis  without  loss  of  sensation, 
from  disease  of  the  cervical  medulla,  231 ; 
Messrs,  Ward  and  Topham*s  account  of  a 
case  in  which  the  thigh  was  amputated 
during  the  mesmeric  state,  340;  Mr. 
Charles  Mayo's  report  of  some  cases  of  li* 
thotomy,  with  observations  on  Cheselden's 
last  and  most  successful  method  of  operat- 
ing, 459  (  Mr.  Erichsen  on  congestive 
pneumonia  consequent  upon  surgical  ope- 
rations, diseases,  and  injuries,  667  ;  Dr. 
J.  A.  Wilson's  account  of  an  unusually 
large  biliary  calculus,  voided  by  the  rec- 
tum. 792  ;  Mr.  G.  B<>binson's  researches 
into  the  connection  existing  between  an 
unnatural  degree  of  compression  of  the 
blood  contained  in  the  renal  vessels,  and 
the  presence  of  certain  abnormal  matters 
in  the  urine,  792  ;  Mr.  Gulliver  on  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  arteries,  with  a  note 
on  some  other  fatty  degenerations,  876; 
Dr.  Wilson's  particulars  of  a  case  in 
which  a  normal  and  abnormal  conscious 
state  alternated  in  the  same  individual,  ib. ; 
Dr.  Bence  Jones's  remarks  on  the  calculi 
in  St.  George's  Hospital,  876  ;  Mr. 
Bloxam's  case  of  ulceration  of  the  internal 
jugular  vein,  communicating  with  an 
abscess,  877;  Mr.  M.  P.  Clayton's  case 
of  hysterical  affection  of  the  vocal  appa- 
ratus, 935 ;  Mr.  Liston's  case  of  erectile 
tumor  in  the  popliteal  space,  and  its  re- 
moval, 936. 


Royal  Institution,  a  gTance  into  the  Trxf* 

femon*  laboratory,  628. 
Rupture  of  the  diaphragm  in  a  mare,  Mr. 

Osborne's  case  of,  94. 
Rupture  of  the  tendo-achillis,  post-mortem 

appearances  in  a  case  of,  six  weeks  after 

the  accident,  267. 
Russell's,  Dr.  case  showing  the  efficacy  of 

electricity    in    a   case    of  poisoning  by 

laudanum,  924. 


S. 


St.  George's  Hospital  report,  376. 

St.  Marylebone  Infirmary  report,  377. 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  conversazione  at  the, 

153,46a 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  notice  of  the  ex- 
amination of  the  body  of  the  late  Richard 

Carlile  at,  752;    Dr.  T.Williams's  ac 

count,  781. 
St.  Luke's,  improvements  at,  628. 
San  key,  Mr.  W.  H.  O.  on  outward  appli- 
cations to  ulcers,  847. 
Sausages,  liver,  case  of  poisoning  by,  271. 
Scarlatina,  Mr.  Yearsley  on  the  performance 

of  tonailotomy  in  the  organic  variety  of, 

370. 
Scrotum,  case  of  sloughing  of  the,  377. 
Scrutator's  observations  on   corpora  lutea 

without  conception,  593. 
Scrutator's  reply  to  Dr.  Reid's  remarks  on 

early  corpora  lutea,  799. 
Scurvy,  Dr.  W.  Baly  on  the  prevention  of, 

in  prisons,  pauper  lunatic  asylums,  Ace. 

699,  798. 
Scurvy,  Mr.  Peppereome^  testimony  to  the 
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